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• Permanent Mortgages
• And So Much More!

CASA Welcomes Local
Residents As Trustees

REGION — Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates (CASA) has an-
nounced that Mountainside’s Ron Sil-
ver has been named president and
Newark attorney Anne Collart of
Rahway vice-president of its board of
trustees.  In addition,  real estate
agent Terry Gould of Westfield and
attorney Adam Rothenberg of Scotch
Plains have joined the board of trust-
ees.

Ms. Gould, who also serves as the
board’s advocate liaison, was a CASA
volunteer in Connecticut and, after
relocating to the Garden State, she
trained with CASA of Union County
as well. In total, she has served four
years advocating for foster youth. The
certified public accountant held vari-
ous posts in finance and accounting,
including with Paramount Pictures in
Los Angeles, and is a realtor with
Sotheby’s International Realty.

Mr. Rothenberg is a personal injury
attorney at Levinson Axelrod in Edison.
His wife, Christie, is a CASA volunteer
who has advocated for five Union
County foster youth over the last four
years. Mr. Rothenberg was gala chair-
man for the organization’s Foster the
Dream Gala in 2016.

“I am honored and excited to join
the board of CASA of Union County.
Its mission is a unique opportunity to
advocate solely for the well-being of
children in the foster system. I look
forward to assisting to advance the
goals of CASA to benefit those chil-
dren and hope we ultimately can get a
CASA volunteer for every child who
needs one,” Mr. Rothenberg said.

Mr. Silver, a retired dentist, has
served on the nonprofit’s board for
several years and has trained as a
child advocate and spent six years as
a CASA advocating for foster youth.

“I’ve been part of CASA of Union
County in several ways over the years,
from training and advocating for teens
aging out without a family or safety
net — and for whom I was proud to be
in their corner — to serving as a board
trustee supporting staff, events and
the general direction and welfare of
the organization. As a father — no, as
a human — it’s my obligation to give
my time, something simple in effort
but powerful in result, to fragile chil-
dren in our own community. I’m for-
tunate to be part of the greater good
CASA of Union County leaves in its
wake,” Mr. Silver said.

CASA of Union County recruits,
trains, supervises and supports com-
munity volunteers to advocate for
abused, neglected and abandoned
Union County children, from birth to

Terry Gould

Adam Rothenberg

Ron Silver

Courtesy Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEWLY RENOVATED...Union County College (UCC) held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony last week to commemorate the renovation work on the ground floor
and lower level of the Lessner Building on the Elizabeth campus. UCC now
offers a Student Services Center, visible from the street, welcoming all
students and prospective students through its doors. Downstairs, the new
Center for Economic and Workforce Development was designed to better
serve adult vocational/educational learners in the county. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Elizabeth Board of Education Commissioner Stanley Neron and
Mayor Chris Bollwage, Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados,
City Councilman Manny Grova, Freeholder Al Mirabella, UCC Board of
Trustees Chairman Victor Richel, Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski, UCC President Margaret McMenamin, Assemblywoman Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth), Freeholder Angel Estrada and Elizabeth Cam-
pus Dean Lester Sandres Rapalo.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Dem Congressional Cands.
Out-Fundraising GOP

NJ Advance Media for nj.com has
reported that New Jersey Democratic
Congressional candidates are out-
pacing their Republican opponents
in fundraising, including here in the
7th District that includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside. Democrat Tom
Malinowski, who served as assistant
U.S. secretary of state under Presi-
dent Barack Obama, is said to have
out-raised four-term Republican
Congressman Leonard Lance, $1.1
million to $301,267, during the pe-
riod ending June 30.

In the 2nd Congressional District,
Democratic State Senator Jeff Van
Drew (D-1st, Cape May Courthouse)
raised $1,044,025 to GOP candidate
Seth Grossman’s $74,107. Veteran
GOP Congressman Frank LoBiondo
is retiring after representing the dis-
trict for 24 years. The 2nd District
includes all of Atlantic, Cape May,
Cumberland and Salem counties and
parts of Camden, Gloucester, Ocean
and Burlington counties.

One of the most followed races is in
the 11th District, which includes parts
of Morris, Sussex and Passaic Coun-
ties, where 12th-term GOP Congress-
man Rodney Frelinghuysen is retir-
ing. Democrat Mikie Sherrill, a former
Navy pilot and federal prosecutor,
reportedly brought in $1.4 million
from May 17 to June 30, while her
opponent, Republican State Assem-
blyman Jay Webber (R-26th,
Parsippany), raised $172,768 during
the same period.

Obama Endorses Malinowski
In Race Against Lance In 7th
Former President Barack Obama last

week endorsed Tom Malinowski in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District
against Republican incumbent Leonard
Lance. Mr. Malinowski served as assis-
tant secretary of state for democracy,
human rights and labor during Presi-
dent Obama’s second term.

President Obama also endorsed
Andy Kim in his race against Rep.
Tom MacArthur (R-3rd) in South
Jersey. The district includes portions
of Ocean and Burlington Counties.

Former Councilman Walsh
Dies After Long Illness

Former Fanwood Councilman
Bruce Walsh, 73, died July 28 after a
long illness. Mr. Walsh served a total
of 12 years as a councilman. He was
first elected in 1988 and served

through 1991. He served from 1993
to 1998, then again from 2006 to
2008. He served as council president,
police commissioner and fire com-
missioner.

“I had the pleasure of serving along-
side Bruce and was educated by his
calm, thoughtful approach to govern-
ing,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr. “He
loved Fanwood. He made a lasting
impact on our community.”

Mr. Walsh, writing in the Fanwoodian
newsletter in 2008, noted that he at-
tended well over 1,000 meetings on
matters related to Fanwood, and met
hundreds of Fanwood volunteers.

Mr. Walsh’s sister, Trisha, following
in her brother’s footsteps, currently is
running for Fanwood Borough Council.

He is survived by his wife, Pat; their
three children and eight grandchildren.

Assembly Dems Introduce
School Bus Safety Package

Assembly Democrats recently intro-
duced a comprehensive seven-bill pack-
age addressing school bus safety con-
cerns and strengthening protections for
New Jersey students on school
buses.The bill package was prompted
by incidents occurring earlier this year
involving buses from Paramus and on
Route 206 near Cherry Hill. The As-
sembly Transportation Committee held
a hearing in June immediately follow-
ing the Paramus school bus accident
and invited various state and local rep-
resentatives to provide testimony on
current state school bus regulations.

During the hearing, legislation that
requires school buses to be equipped
with lap and shoulder belts (A-4110)
was approved by the committee. The
bill has cleared the Legislature and now
awaits the Governor’s consideration.

Also included is A-4344, requir-
ing written verification when any
school bus driver’s privileges are
suspended or revoked within 24
hours; A-4343, requiring boards of
education and school bus contrac-
tors to employ certain school bus
safety personnel, and A-4342, re-
quiring school districts to implement
a policy requiring all students to
carry school identification during off-
campus activities and that a list be
kept of the students on the bus for
emergency purposes.

Dennis Kobitz Files For
Hillside Board of Education

Union County Board of Elections
Administrator Dennis Kobitz has filed
for a full term on the Hillside Board of
Education.

Rutgers Gets $2-Mil.
Grant for Continuous

Pharma. Manufacturing
NEW BRUNSWICK – Congress-

man Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th, Long
Branch) has announced that the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) has
awarded $2,004,790 to the Rutgers
University Center for Structured Or-
ganic Particulate Systems (C-SOPS)
for Continuous Pharmaceutical
Manufacturing.

Mr. Pallone authored legislation
as part of the 21st Century Cures
Act, which authorizes the FDA to
issue grants to institutions of higher
education for continuous manufac-
turing of drugs and biologics.

Summit PD Taking Part In
‘Drive Sober’ Initiative

SUMMIT – The Summit Police
Department is participating in
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over, a
statewide crackdown on impaired
driving that will take place from
August 16 through September 4.

The goal of the New Jersey state
program is to encourage law en-
forcement agencies to raise public
awareness about the dangers of al-
cohol-impaired driving through a
combination of highly-visible en-
forcement backed up by targeted
media activities.

“Research shows that high-vis-
ibility enforcement can reduce al-
cohol-related crash fatalities by as
much as 20 percent,” explained
Summit Traffic Lieutenant David
L. Richel. “Summit Police will be
conducting roving patrols to stop
drivers who appear to be operating
vehicles while impaired. We are
committed to making Summit a
safer community for all visitors,
residents and commuters.”

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration reports that
the Labor Day holiday is one of the
most dangerous for New Jersey
roads, with more drunk-driving in-
cidents reported over the holiday
weekend than during any other time
of the year.

“No matter where you drive in
the United States, it is illegal to
drive with a blood alcohol concen-

tration of .08 or higher. Please drink
responsibly and join us in making
Summit roadways free of impaired
drivers,” Lt. Richel said.

For more information on the Sum-
mit Police Department, the Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over initiative
or other traffic safety programs, visit
cityofsummit.org/police.

ADS PLACED IN
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BRING RESULTS

age 21, removed from home and
placed in foster care or residential
facilities. There are nearly 500 Union
County youth in foster care.
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