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ONE DOLLAR

Westfield Town Council Adopts
Municipal Budget In 7-2 Vote
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
adopted the 2018 municipal budget,
with a 7-2, vote, on Tuesday. Westfield’s
municipal tax levy, as adopted, for 2018
is $27,975,396, representing a 1.13percent increase over the 2017 tax levy.
The average assessed home of $181,930
will see a $13.72 increase in taxes this
year, or a 0.51 percent increase.
According to a tax breakdown, the
municipal library is $2,571,941, the
local school district is estimated at
$101,933,988, the county is estimated
at $41,108,000 and the county open
space tax is estimated at $1,163,000,
putting the total estimated amount to be
raised by taxes in Westfield at

$174,752,325.
The municipal debt service for 2018
is $3.1 million, up from $2.6 million in
2017, with total municipal general appropriations at $45.4 million.
Surplus anticipated for 2018 is about
$4.2 million, about double over last
year. The surplus will be used towards
expenses related to statutory requirements such as Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) and equipment,
such as trucks for the Department of
Public Works, TownAdministrator Jim
Gildea told The Westfield Leader. RVSA
expenditures are up $260,000.
The doubling of the surplus drew
some negative comments from one resident. “Net/net I would say that the
budget surplus that can be used is about

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

EARTH DAY CLEANUP...The Kastin and Dreyer families helped clean up
Rahway River at Cranford’s Earth Day event held Saturday at Droescher's Mill.

Judge Denies Appeal of
‘Watcher House’ Subdivision
By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Union County Superior Court Presiding Judge Karen
Cassidy upheld the Westfield Planning
Board’s denial of a subdivision request
for 657 Boulevard by Derek and Maria
Broaddus and dismissed their case on
April 16.
This decision marks the second case
brought by the Broadduses to be denied
by the Union County Superior Court,
after Judge Camille Kenny dismissed
their lawsuit against the prior owners of
the Boulevard home in October of 2017.
Both lawsuits stem from a series of
letters from “The Watcher” that the
Broaddus family received after purchasing the home from the Woods family. The letters became a worldwide
news story, and a criminal investigation
is still open on the matter.
The Westfield Planning Board denied the application in February of 2017,
after multiple public hearings. The
Broadduses, represented by attorney
James Foerst for the application and the
appeal, were requesting three variances

for the subdivision as the current lot is
oversized for the 10,000-square-foot
zoning, but the subdivided lots requested
were under the square footage requirements, the lot width requirements and
lot frontage requirements.
During the hearings residents voiced
objection to the proposed subdivision,
with Catherine Cronin-North and Andrew Thomas filing a formal objection
to the proceeding, bringing in their own
attorney and planner to testify. According to Judge Cassidy’s ruling, a few
residents expressed support of the
project and opined that the Broaddus
family would not profit from the subdivision.
Judge Cassidy’s 16-page order found
that despite the Broadduses’ claims, the
planning board did not act in an “arbitrary or capricious” manner in its legal
basis for denying all three variances.
She further stated that the board was
tasked with upholding local zoning regulations and the intention of the town’s
master plan, and that the law gives no
leave at the Superior Court level unless
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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HELPING THE HOMELESS...Members of the Presbyterian Church in Westfield
raise awareness and funds for the Fish national program. Sleeping in cardboard
boxes in 40-degree weather raised over $10,000. The church houses homeless
guests four times per year in their Westminster Hall facilities.
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half than what was proposed in the
budget…If you want to hold this surplus to defend against unforeseen and
to pay for good projects in the future. It
is way too ambitious to go to $4.2
million,” Morgan O’Brien of St. Marks
Avenue said.
“Using 30 percent of the town’s surplus in one budget cycle is irresponsible and unsustainable in my opinion.
Spending levels of 6.56 percent is at a
record high and three times the rate of
inflation. It is alarming to me,” Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan said. “Two
hundred and fifty thousand dollars in
consulting fees — is government expansion at its worst,” she added.
“Spending the $4 million is giving
services you asked for when you voted
us into office,” Finance Chairwoman
Linda Habgood said. The surplus is
taking from the town’s savings, bringing it down to about $10 million, which
Ms. Habgood said she is comfortable
with.
Councilman Frank Arena also voted
against the budget noting the Green
Team should be volunteer, and not
funded by the government, and that the
parking fee revenue and court fee revenue are down in the first quarter, by 20
percent and 35 percent respectively, he
said.
Total general revenue is estimated at
about $48 million, about a reduction of
one percent as realized in 2017.
The additional expense to create the
position of a part-time public information officer was also questioned by a
couple residents and Councilman Mark
LoGrippo. They felt the town already
does a competent job relaying information to its residents and the added expense is unnecessary.
While Mayor Shelley Brindle reaffirmed the information she is providing
online is not “sustainable” in a day
where people expect real-time information, she also added that the person
would take over the website updating
and social media responsibilities that is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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REMEMBERING GRETA...The annual Greta’s Run took place Sunday under warm sunny skies at Roosevelt Immediate
School and surrounding neighborhoods. The race began in 2013 in memory of Greta Schoenemann, a Westfield High School
freshman who died from injuries sustained on the first anniversary of 9/11 when a tree fell on her during lunch. All proceeds
benefit people with special and adaptive needs. Greta's sister, Elise, has cerebral palsy.

Questions Arise on Stalled
Brook Flood Control
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Last Monday’s rainstorm saw three-and-a-half inches of
rain in seven hours in the township,
“which is significant,” Township Engineer William Masol said at Monday’s
township committee workshop session.
“The storm on Monday was intense...it
revealed trouble spots in town in terms
of drainage and what the river can
handle at its brim,” he said.
The engineering department is planning to “compile data to look upstream
at the staff gauges and the flow rate
gauges in Springfield,” which can indi-

Hi’s Eye Reporter Praised
By BOE for Vaping Article
By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — An award-winning high school reporter has been
praised for her “responsible journalism” after her report on electronic
cigarettes attracted the attention of
the New York Times.
Greta Frontero, a Westfield High
School senior who wrote a story
about vaping at the high school despite opposition from some of her
peers, was congratulated by Board
of Education members Tuesday night
after she was named 2018 New Jersey High School Journalist of the
Year by the Garden State Scholastic
Press Association.
Her article, It’s Almost Normal to
Juul Here, which appeared in Hi’s
Eye, the high school newspaper, focused particularly on the phenomenon of vaping using a Juul, an electronic cigarette that looks like a USB
stick.
The story was picked up by The
New York Times who called it a “true
gem of reportage” and Greta was
interviewed for an article that appeared on April 7.
Hi’s Eye advisor Warren Hynes
told Board of Education members
this week, “The things that people
don’t want to hear about are often
times the things that need to be written about more.”
Mr. Hynes said part of Greta’s
article was featured in The New York
Times article and it was linked to the
original Hi’s Eye story.
“That, ladies and gentlemen, does
not happen everyday,” he said. “And
that is completely Greta’s doing and
we are just so proud of her. We’re

used to winning national awards for
our work as a whole. What’s unique
here is that we have an individual
winning such an important award for
her work.
Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., said, “In today’s climate of ‘instant’ news, responsible
journalism remains more important
than ever.”
Greta will officially receive her
award, which comes with the 2018
Bernard Kilgore Memorial Scholarship, a $5,000 scholarship award from
the New Jersey Press Foundation,
later this week in Hamilton, N.J.
The Board of Education went on
to approve the 2018-2019 budget
which will see an increase for the
average homeowner of $166 per year.
Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said the aid received from
the state was slowly increasing and
is expected to be 4.4 percent of the
budget this year.
She said that in 1991-1992 it was
as high as 8.3 percent when the enrolment was just 4,300. Despite a
big increase in enrolment, state aid
dropped as low as 1.4 percent in the
2010-2011 school year, but has
gradually increased since then. The
enrolment now is around 6,300.
The district continues to spend
less than the state average per pupil,
she said.
Superintendent Dolan thanked the
people of Westfield who voted to
approve a bond that allowed for the
renovation of the auditoriums at
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools. A film of the auditoriums is
available at https://vimeo.com/
262416205.

Congratulations to the
#1 Agent for March!

cate water levels and velocity of flow of
water, and then determine “how long
we can expect for our peak of the river.”
Areas such as South Union Avenue,
Orchard Brook and Casino Brook had
streets flooded and parts of Nomahegan
Park were flooded, according to posts
by residents on social media.
The township anticipates additional
stormwater to flow into Orchard Brook,
further exacerbating the flooding problems of the brook, when a proposed 114unit development replaces a paperboard
plant on North Avenue in neighboring
Garwood, Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said. The township committee for decades has proposed fixing Orchard
Brook’s flooding problems by expanding the capacity of water it can hold.
The latest report was presented to the
committee in 2016 by then township
consulting engineer Maser Consulting.
In Maser’s benefit costs analysis report, dated December 2016, the engineer reviewed three options: to modify
the brook, to elevate four properties, or
to purchase and demolish four properties. Those four properties were 20, 28,
30 and 42-44 West Holly Street, two of
which are apartment buildings.
“I have reviewed everything that
Maser prepared. From my perspective,
it comes down to how we fund it. Without talking about property acquisition
at all, that is a $3-million project. It is a
huge investment. If the town funds it,

we can proceed to the design and permitting process. They (New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection) aren’t holding that up. They
(NJDEP) are holding us up from getting funding from a local program,” Mr.
Masol said. “I can’t come up with a
number on what property acquisition is
going to cost. Maser, in their report,
designed the brook to hold an entirety
of a 100-year storm event.”
Commissioner of Public Works Ann
Dooley said she and Mr. Masol had
discussed reducing the scope of the
design to hold less stormwater, and
design it to a 25-year storm or a 50-year
storm.
Maser’s report cited the option to
modify the brook was designed to widen
1,550 feet of the existing Orchard Brook
to a width of 26 feet and construct a new
26-foot wide culvert under the intersection of West Holly Street and Spring
Garden Street. Union County owns the
10-foot wide by 240-foot long culvert
that conveys Orchard Brook beneath
the intersection of West Holly Street
and Spring Garden Street.
Last June, County Engineer Thomas
Mineo told The Westfield Leader the
county intends to replace the culvert as
is, and not widen it per Maser’s proposal, within the next four years. At the
time he had yet to be notified of any
flood study of the brook by the townCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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CLEANING UP MINDOWASKIN...The Saad family cleans up the stream in
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield on Earth Day last Saturday.
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Freeholders Introduce
$483.7-Mil. Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

HAPPY 70th BIRTHDAY, GWACC...GWACC (The Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce) celebrated its 70th anniversary at a Gala that took place
Thursday at The Primavera Regency in Stirling. Pictures above are Mr. and Mrs.
Jeff Arkin and Andy Arkin of Adler’s Jewelers, who were honorees at the dinner.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Arkin received the WACC’s Founder’s Award. They are
pictured with the musical group The Duprees. See Page 6 for the article.

Adult Day Care Facility
In Mountainside Okayed
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — An adult
medical day care facility was approved for 1115 Globe Avenue in
Mountainside at the borough’s
monthly combined board of adjustment and planning board meeting held
Tuesday evening.
SarahCare, which stands for Senior Activity Rehabilitation and
Health, at Watchung Square LLC was
founded by Dr. Juan Grana, a licensed
chiropractor.
According to his testimony, Dr.
Grana has an existing adult day care
facility at 130 US Highway 22 in
North Plainfield. He stated that he
opened his present facility in the winter of 2008. Dr. Grana noted that
currently his facility cares for 60 patients. He said there is a great need for
his type of eldercare in the area and
stated that at the new facility he
planned to double the number of clients served. Dr. Grana said that his
present facility is 5,000 square feet
and that the building in Mountainside
measures 9,000 square feet.
Dr. Grana noted that the number of
employees also would increase. He
stated that the medical staff would
have to increase as well as the number
of drivers to pick up and drop off the
adults served by the facility. He noted
that of the 60 clients served in North
Plainfield only two provide their own

transportation. Dr. Grana added that
currently there are seven vehicles and
that this number would increase to
14. He also said the facility would
serve adults in Union and some surrounding counties.
He further testified that his facility
not only served the needs of the elderly
but also adults with cognitive and physical needs. Dr. Grana stated that he and
his staff would serve adults with Down
syndrome, autism and cerebral palsy,
among other medical needs.
Variances that were needed and
granted were a use variance and those
addressing a walkway in the rear yard
and insufficient parking. Currently
there are 127 parking spaces.
Dr. Grana noted that the clients do
not drive themselves and the number
of busses would be up to 14, with 23
parking spaces taken by staff. This
would leave more than 70 empty parking spaces.
In other business, two applications
from Don Maxwell for 876 Mountain
Avenue and 614 Sherwood Parkway
were postponed to the May meeting
as the applicant needed to gather additional documents requested by
members of the board.
Additionally, Alison Griggs was
granted approval to construct an addition onto the single-family dwelling at 323 Partridge Run with the
support of more than a dozen Partridge Run neighbors.

Brook Flood Control
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ship and was unaware of the township
engineer’s report.
The cost of the culvert replacement is
estimated at $1.1 million, Mr. Masol
said. “Maser told me Union County
may pay for the reconstruction of the
culvert in that area...it is a three-sided
box structure under the roadway,” Mr.
Masol explained.
Should Union County go ahead and
replace the culvert at its current 10-foot
width, it “would make no sense to do
that project,” Commissioner Mary
O’Connor said.
“I think downgrading the width or
the depth less than originally planned
by Maser is going to set us back. When
the project takes place on North Avenue by the paper plant, this one will
flow right into Orchard Brook, which
will be additional flow. So, by cutting it
down I think we may have the same
flooding there, having spent the money
and not satisfying the problem for the
residents who are impacted. Not that I
think we should just take the money and
spend. But I don’t know if downgrading the project is in the best interest of
residents there to try and fit it into a
smaller project,” Mayor Hannen said.
Concluding the discussion, Commissioner Dooley said, “There is something we need to talk about in closed
[session] about the project, too.”
In response to the previous workshop meeting of the committee, resident Barbara Krause, also a member of
the Flagpole Committee and the Daughters of theAmerican Revolution (DAR),
said the funds the Downtown Management Corporation (DMC) had requested
to use to make Post Office Plaza more
event-friendly are earmarked for restoration of the flagpole commemorating
World War I. The over $30,000 remaining in the Flagpole Fund is to be used
for continued maintenance of the flagpole and the stone with plaques at the
base, Mrs. Krause said. It costs about
$8,000 to have the flagpole sandblasted
and repainted, which is necessary every

five to 10 years, she said. She gave the
township committee a copy of the ordinance the township committee passed
in 2008 that specifies how the funds are
to be used.
The Flagpole Committee had raised
the funds through private donations to
go towards the World War I flagpole
and its maintenance. In 2017, the pole
was sandblasted and painted and returned to Post Office Plaza, a triangular
area bordered by North Avenue,
Eastman Street and Miln Street.
“The funds were supposed to be there
to maintain the flagpole and keep its
integrity,” said Martha Garcia, a member of the Flagpole Committee and
former township commissioner.
“It would be a breach of trust to those
people who donated generously in their
time and effort and money to the care of
the flagpole,” Mrs. Krause said, noting
a list of people who had wanted to
attend the workshop meeting.
“World War I was the event — it is
commemorated there. It is much more
meaningful to the families for it to
remain as is — the flagpole and the
passive reflective area around there.
World War I was a bigger event than
any event the DMC can hold there,”
Mrs. Krause said.
Professor Tom Ombrello of Union
County College is planning to take a
graft of the root system still active where
Old Peppy once stood at Lincoln Park.
This process could allow for a clone of
Old Peppy to be created, Mayor Hannen
said. Old Peppy was a Pepperidge tree,
and the area at Lincoln Park has remained untouched to allow seedlings to
produce. Once Mr. Ombrello finishes
his grafting, the township plans to clean
up the circular area where Old Peppy
resided for hundreds of years. Mr.
Ombrello has a book — “The Historic
Tree Project” — in which he claims
Old Peppy was not only the official tree
of Cranford, but also of Union County,
and was probably the largest tree of its
kind in the world, Mrs. Krause said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

SPECIAL ATHLETES...Para-cycle athletes took part in Sunday’s fifth annual
Greta’s Run in Westfield. The proceeds from race, in memory of Greta
Schoenemann, benefit people with special and adaptive needs.

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board introduced a budget
of $483.7 million last Thursday, with
$360.98 million to be raised in county
taxes, which officials said is the lowest
tax increase in 15 years. Taxes are $6.2
million over 2017. Overall spending is
down $41.7 million.
According to the budget document,
taxes account for 75 percent of the
revenue in the spending plan with a
total of $24 million to come out of
surplus funds, accounting for 4.97 percent of the revenue stream. The county
surplus totaled $90,861,583 as of December 31, 2017, up from $65,927,980
as of January 1, 2017 and $55,868,766
as of January 1, 2016.
State and federal funding accounts
for $46,674,605, or 9.65 percent of
revenues.
On the appropriation side of the budget, salaries and wages account for
$177.3 million. The county’s debt
charges is $67,826,644 with the capital
improvement program of $5,350,000.
Freeholder Angel Estrada was the
lone dissenter in the board’s 8-to-1 vote
to introduce the budget. The public
hearing and adoption vote is scheduled
for Thursday, May 17.
He said he was opposed to the sixyear improvement program that totals
$70,351,660 for 2018, saying the
amount was too high, in his view.
Freeholder Bruce Bergen, who
chaired the fiscal committee, said the
overall budget represents a tax increase
of 1.75 percent. He said the fiscal committee, with the help of a newly-created
ad hoc efficiency committee, was able
to reduce the tax levy by another $2.489
million. The executive budget presented
by retired county manager Al Faella
had a tax levy increase of 2.45 percent,
Mr. Bergen said.
“This was done without any loss of
jobs, reduction of services or negative
impact on our stellar bond rating,” Mr.
Bergen said.
The fiscal committee includes Mr.
Bergen, Mr. Estrada and Freeholders
Bette Jane Kowalski and Al Mirabella.
The ad hoc panel includes Mr. Bergen,
Ms. Kowalski, Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados and Freeholder Chris
Hudak.
During public comments, John Bury
of Kenilworth said he has “concluded
that politics is government here in Union
County,” alleging that “anyone who
wants public money, jobs or contracts,
first goes through the Union County
Democratic Committee, who in a oneparty county appoints people to this
board who they expect to do what they
are told,” that includes rubberstamping
contracts for lawyers, engineering firms
and other service providers, “so that
they, in turn, can donate to the Union
County Democratic Committee.” He
said any board member “who steps out
of line is endangering their slot on the
party line.” He said the solution is to
have an “open and honest dialogue so
that maybe enough people understand
what is really going on and take action
to stop it.”
Mr. Granados responded that, “Every single freeholder on this freeholder
board makes all decisions based on
their own judgment.”
In other business, the board approved
a resolution in support of State Senate
Bill No. 830, which calls for legalizing
possession and personal use of small
amounts of marijuana for persons 21
years of age and over. The legislation
would create the Division of Marijuana
Enforcement and Licensing.
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, the lone
dissenter in the 8-to-1 yes vote on the
resolution, said that while he supports
decriminalization of marijuana he believes it “has to be done responsibly, it
has to be done properly, it can’t simply

be a money grab.” He said the war on
drugs “has affected many people in
urban communities and affected them
for generations.” He feels those communities should benefit from the legalization of marijuana. “And I don’t see
that anywhere in the legislation,” Freeholder Jalloh said.
Freeholder Hudak, who previously
worked for A Partnership for a Drug
Free New Jersey, said he believes “the
prohibition regime in terms of marijuana is just counterproductive.” He
said just decriminalizing the drug and
allowing people to carry pot fails to
address the black market of the drug.
Senate Bill No. 830 would make
possession of under 50 grams of marijuana a civil violation subject to a fine
of up to $100.
Prior to the board’s vote, Mr. Bury
said he expected the freeholders to
support the bill because it was sponsored by Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden), “who happens to be your boss,”
a reference to Mr. Scutari’s role as
Union County Democratic Committee
chairman.
Mr. Bergen said Mr. Scutari is “not
our boss, he does not attempt to be our
boss and does not tell this board how to
vote.”
At the start of the meeting the board
heard a presentation by Union County
College Foundation Executive Director Douglas Rouse regarding the Union
County Freeholders Mayors Challenge.
“Our goal is to bring all of our mayors together to raise scholarship funds
for students from their own towns. And
each scholarship will then be named
after that mayor,” Mr. Rouse said.
Mr. Rouse said the goal is to raise
$31,000, $1,500 per each of the 21
towns in the county. He said it is hoped
that a kickoff event will be held in June.
He asked that the freeholders serve as
honorary chairs of the Mayors Challenge.

Watcher
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a planning board acts in a way that
“amount[s] to an abuse of discretion.”
Judge Cassidy went on to write that,
“As argued by plaintiffs’counsel and as
reflected in the briefs, this matter has its
genesis in the unfortunate series of
events surrounding a ‘stalker’ who has
allegedly targeted the Broaddus family
by sending a series of letters that are the
subject of an ongoing criminal investigation and was the subject of a civil suit
that has been dismissed. It is this backdrop that drives many of the arguments
made by the plaintiffs and which will be
addressed by this court in the decision
that follows.”
She continued, “Nor was there testimony explaining how the requested
variances would remedy the plaintiffs’
situation. Counsel was unable to adequately address the court’s concern
that, even if this application were granted
and two new homes were erected, the
individual sending these letters would
continue to target this property and the
homeowners. A granting of this variance will, therefore, not necessarily
remedy the situation the plaintiffs are
attempting to address.
Additionally, plaintiffs’financial situation, which was never established but
appears to be the most significant factor
driving this application, cannot form
the basis for granting the relief requested.
No proofs were submitted to substantiate this argument, and in fact, counsel,
though intimating this was an issue,
never specifically proffered proof in
support of same.”
Mr. Foerst told The Westfield Leader
that he is not authorized by his client to
give comments on the matter.
Judge Cassidy’s full ruling is posted
at www.goleader.com/news/docs/.

Mountainside BOE Adopts
Budget of $17,344,545
By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief
School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky made a detailed presentation on the school budget for the
2018-2019 school year which the
board adopted Tuesday night.
The $17,344,545 budget will require a 1.8-percent tax increase which
is under the 2 percent state mandated
cap, Ms. Lubarsky said. Ms.
Lubarsky noted that the infrastructure improvements at the
community’s schools which were
funded by the 2014 bond referendum has resulted in significant maintenance cost savings
The amount which will be raised
via tax levies is $16,032,764 and the
debt service expenses will be
$1,704,992. $1,237,201 of that
amount will be raised by tax levies.
According to Ms. Lubarsky, the budget represents the culmination of
many months work and represents a
significant turnaround from the
schools previous precarious financial condition which included budget shortfalls of more than $1 million.
She reminded the public that over
the last several years the community’s
schools have undergone major capital improvement projects including
the construction of a new media center, new roofs and windows and re-

negotiation of its send-receive agreement with Governor Livingston High
School in Berkley Heights. Her presentation includes a side by side comparison of the 2017 and 2018 budgets and a chart which demonstrated
that the cost per pupil expenditures
in Mountainside are significantly below those of similar sized districts in
Union County.
She explained that the program
goals for the next academic year will
include the development of a new
social studies curriculum, streamlined professional development for
teachers through the use of professional learning communities, and the
retention of a math consultant. In
addition, for the upcoming academic
year, the school district will hire a
math specialist and a full-time guidance counselor whose salary will
likely be funded by a Title I grant.
Ms. Lubarksy explained that as a
result of the board’s careful fiscal
stewardship the district will be able
to maintain its small-class size and
there will be five sections of kindergarten in September 2018.
There will also be additional safety
and security support including the
installation of card swipes and new
security doors. The district will also
enter into a shared service agreement with the Mountainside Police
Department for a Class 3 Officer for
the schools.
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LEARNING ABOUT BEES....A bee exhibit was one of the popular attractions
during Sunday’s Earth Day festivities on the lawn of the Westfield Train Station
on North Avenue. Members of the public had the opportunity to take selfie’s with
a bee keeper photo and meet members of the Westfield Green Team.

Garwood Council Adopts
Mun. Budget in 4-2 Vote
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
on Tuesday night adopted the 2018 municipal budget with a 4-to-2 vote. Councilman Richard McCormack and Councilman Joseph Sarno cast the dissenting
votes.
Councilwoman and Financial Committee Chairwoman Sara Todisco said
the fire department budget has not been
reduced, but instead increased by $7,000
from the previous year. The total dollar
amount allocated to the fire department
drew comments from Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro, Councilman McCormack
and former councilman Jim Mathieu.
The municipal budget approved has a
projected municipal tax levy of
$5,998,318. The estimated total tax levy
for the Garwood school budget is
$8,150,000 and the projected county budget tax levy is $3,600,000.
“We are fully funding though not granting every dollar that is requested. This
happens with most departments (within
the municipal budget),” said Ms. Todisco.
At a previous meeting Garwood Fire
Department volunteer firefighter and
former borough councilman Louis
Petruzzelli said an additional $10,000
could provide the firefighters with muchneeded “turn-out gear.” “Turn-out gear”
is the fireproof overcoat used during an
active fire situation.
Council President and Finance Committee member Jennifer Blumenstock
stated that the funding for “turn-out gear”
has not been reduced, with the “turn-out
gear” line item being fully funded.
“You cannot cut a request; you grant it
or you don’t grant it. We added $7,000 to
it (fire department budget),” said Ms.
Blumenstock.
Ms. Todisco distributed a chart depicting fire department funding budget yearto-budget year and each finance committee chairperson’s name under the increase
or decrease. The chart spanned 2010 to
2018 with money budgeted and expended
each year by the department. Ms. Todisco
included the total dollar change in the
budgeted amount from year to year.
In 2015, when Mr. Petruzzelli was the
finance committee chairman, the budget
was reduced by $1,300 from the previous
year. In 2011, Mr. Mathieu was the finance committee chairman when the fire
department budget was reduced by $850
from the previous year. Both Mr. Mathieu
and Mr. Petruzzelli reduced the budget
after fewer dollars were expended in previous years than were allocated.
In 2016, the borough budgeted $62,350
to the fire department while $40,502 was
spent. In 2017, $59,500 was budgeted
with $55,344 spent.
Mr. McCormack said at the last council meeting that the fire department provides safety and it is important the department is not slighted. He said the figures
show an additional $7,000 in funding in
the upcoming year. The councilman said

members of the community asked him to
mention that the fire department was under-funded.
Ms. Todisco said increasing fire department funding past the additional
$7,000 from the 2017 budget year would
result in a tax increase or money being
reallocated from another department.
“I am asking that this council reconsider the full funding of Hartman Park
and re-allocate those funds to ensure the
safety of the men and women that risk
their lives running into burning houses,”
Ms. Cuccaro said.
Councilman Marc Lazarow said the
money for Hartman Park has been bonded
already, equipment has been ordered, and
the demolition process has begun.
“Don’t take an ax. Take a scalpel,” said
Ms. Todisco, describing her philosophy
on proposing an appropriate dollar allocation to a department based on what is
needed and what was spent.
Mr. Mathieu said a five-dollar tax increase per household is “worth both (political) parties saying we had a near zero
increase” during the election season. He
said the council must consider the benefits or upside to a volunteer fire department when considering allocating an additional $6,500 to the $7,000 proposed
budgeted increase.
Ms. Cuccaro said relief for the taxpayer is a top priority and important.
“I want to get tax relief for the taxpayer
for at least one year,” said Ms. Cuccaro.
Mr. Sarno said he cannot support the
budget’s approval “even though it means
a zero dollar increase.”
“I can’t support this narrow-focused
approach to our town’s finances, but the
main driver is because this budget takes
one-time infusions of revenue and places
them into the operational budget without
any long-term structural inefficiency,”
Mr. Sarno said.
He said costs associated with garbage
pickup and reducing growing debt with
increased capital spending are financial
inefficiencies that need to be addressed.
“The budget contains miniscule calculations for our recreation department, seniors, and first-aid squad, and even denies modest increases to our volunteer
fire department,” Mr. Sarno said.
Mr. Sarno said he believes the zero
dollar budget increase would be a “campaign slogan” and “rallying cry of certain
candidates.”
The reduction of the capital improvement fund from $200,000 10 years ago to
$124,000 today is a “dwindling” and
“crippling our fund.” Mr. Sarno said the
capital improvement fund is often used
for down payments on projects where
funds would need to be bonded if the
money was not available. He added that
bonded money means more interest or
debt accruing that the borough is responsible for in the long run.
“I can only pray that future revenue
increases be used with a forward-looking
eye,” Mr. Sarno said.

Westfield Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

currently being outsourced.
Carrie Selemby of Clark Street said in
lieu of a public information person she’d
rather see a zero increase in taxes, an
additional policeman or a rainy-day fund
that could have helped to clear storm
debris that has caused Clark Street to
flood.
Others thought the town should spend
more in its capital budget to make further
improvements to the roads and fields.
Planning board expenses are jumping
from $15,000 to $114,000 to cover the
cost for three consultants to prepare the
master plan and parking and parks assessments for the master plan, Mr. Gildea
told The Leader.
There were no recommendations in the
audit to make changes to the budget.
A $3,225,000 capital improvement
bond ordinance was also introduced Tuesday night. Elements earmarked for improvement include road paving, flashing
lighted beacons at three intersections,
road striping, and a road consultant. Council members Neylan and Doug Stokes,
who sit in the finance committee, said it
was their understanding that the road
consultant was not a done deal, and the
committee was to further discuss it. The
capital ordinance sets aside up to $50,000
for the consultant tasked at surveying the
roads in the town and decide which roads
are in most need of repaving over the next
five years, Mayor Brindle said.
Two extra miles of roads are slated to
be paved this year as part of the capital
program, Mr. Gildea said.
Councilman Mark LoGrippo disagreed
with the decision of the election of roads
to be paved, saying the southside of the
town is in more need of road replacement
than the north side of town. Councilman
David Contract disagreed, and said the
roads were selected by the engineering
department and department of public
works after they had been given a list of
roads by the town council. Mr. Contract
said “we tried to balance over percentage
of roads paved, about 25 percent per

ward.” Mr. LoGripppo disagreed saying
there “was a disparity” between wards.
Also, appropriations of monies for curbing replacement and sidewalk replacement were introduced in an ordinance.
Some of the replacements are sidewalks
and curbs that homeowners have requested
the town use their contractor to perform
the work in an effort to save money. The
town then charges back the homeowner
for the actual cost of the work.
The special improvement district budget was adopted unanimously.
Mayor Brindle said in her update that
she recently had lunch with the Union
County Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados and asked for his support in
funding future field improvements in the
town, among other initiatives, such as the
One Seat Ride to New York on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line.
An ordinance pertaining to short-term
rentals up for a public hearing Tuesday,
was withdrawn from the agenda because
it “needs further review,” Town Clerk
Tara Rowley said.
During the public comment part of the
meeting, resident Greg Kasko alluded
that council people are responding to him
and speaking up more in public meetings
due to the change of mayor this year.
Councilwoman Neylan and Councilman
Arena both dismissed this as rhetoric.
“I am offended…to indicate or imply
that because there is a new mayor. (Saying) I am more responsive is insulting to
me and hurtful,” Councilwoman Neylan
said.
She also called out the members of the
audience who “hoot, holler, and boo.”
She called it a “form of intimidation.”
Ms. Neylan called on the mayor to “conduct these meetings with decorum and
civility that our democratic process deserves.” Even while making these comments, people in the audience were making sounds, which she followed up with,
“I don’t think it is nice; and I have had to
speak many times in the face of people
laughing and making faces.”
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Scotch Hills to Be Managed By
Union County-Linked Firm
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council last week approved a
resolution authorizing a shared-services agreement with Union County
to operate and manage the municipalowned Scotch Hills Country Club for
a 19-month period.
KemperSports Golf Group already
manages the county-owned Galloping Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth
and the Ash Brook Golf Course in
Scotch Plains. Under the arrangement with the township — which was
approved by a 4-to-1 vote at the
council’s April 17 meeting and will
need formal county approval as well
before taking effect next month —

Kemper, acting as an agent for the
county, will manage, operate, market
and maintain the nine-hole course,
which has been plagued by financial
losses, for an amount not to exceed
$3,000 per month. The historic Shady
Rest clubhouse at Scotch Hills will
not be affected by the agreement and
will continue to be operated by the
township recreation commission.
Before the council’s vote, Deputy
Mayor Llewellyn Jones, who opposed
the move, acknowledged what he
called the “underutilization” of Scotch
Hills but said Kemper’s involvement
does not guarantee a positive turnaround for the course. Without getting specific, he recalled having a
negative experience at the Kemper-

Courtesy of Steven Falco

LEARNING ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT...The Fanwood Shade Tree Commission held a tree mulching workshop on April 12 at Carriage House Park in
Fanwood. Attending the program was the Park Middle School Environmental
Club. Pictured are club members Sarah Paolella, Hannah Spieler, Madeline
Marcovecchio and Alessandra Gialanella. The tree is a Norway spruce.

Frazee House Bd. Members
Call Park Name Inaccurate

run Ash Brook Golf Course and challenged the firm to “prove you can
deliver good customer service for
Scotch Plains” at the Scotch Hills
course.
Mr. Jones also expressed some concern about “building up” a publiclyowned golf course at the expense of a
privately-owned course, such as
Shackamaxon Country Club. He
pointed out that developers are increasingly targeting golf course properties as potential places to build housing developments, and a poorly-performing private course might be
tempted to sell its land to a developer
who could potentially build dozens
or hundreds of housing units.
Mayor Alexander Smith did note
last week that the agreement with the
county includes a 90-day opt-out
clause if either side decides not to
continue the arrangement. Councilwoman Rose Checchio, expressing
support for the management plan, said
that the township government “is not
in the golf business.” Councilman
John Del Sordi, Jr. said he had positive experiences with Kemper and
said he hoped the Scotch Hills deal is
a successful one.
In other business last week, the
council authorized a shared-services
agreement of not more than $97,750
with the Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority to conduct the annual
bulky waste/spring cleanup in June.
The cost for a permit to homeowners
wishing to place up to 750 pounds of
household items at their curb will
remain at $115. Permits will soon be
available at the public works department.
The council also agreed last week
to change the name of Frazee House
Park to Frazee House Park at Terry
Lou Acres. The move, which was
approved by a 4-to-1 vote with Mayor
Smith opposing the change, was made
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
commission members and members
of the board of directors of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House disagreed this week
about the township council’s decision last week to alter the new name
of the park where the historic Frazee
House sits.
Earlier this year, the council had
named the former zoo property as
Frazee House Park, but at its April 17
meeting, the governing body modified its name change and renamed the
six-acre site Frazee House Park at
Terry Lou Acres. The move was made
to acknowledge the Terry-Lou Zoo
that was located at the site for decades.
At the recreation commission’s
meeting on Monday, Frazee House
board members Janet Strunk and Liz
Mangan called the new name “historically inaccurate.” “It has always
been Frazee Acres, not Terry Lou

Acres,” said Ms. Mangan. She said
the property is federally- and staterecognized by historical preservation
legislation under just the Frazee title.
But commission member Tom
Donatelli said the revised name proposed by the recreation commission
and “approved by council through
resolution” will signify the property
the Frazee House is located on, the
property where the Terry-Lou zoo
was once located and the property
where the new park will be established. In addition to the Frazee
House, the passive park is also home
to the community garden and walking
paths.
Recreation Commission Chairman
Mike Walsh said federal registration,
land ownership rights, the responsibilities the Rotary Club’s Frazee
House organization will have for
maintaining the property will have to
be reviewed before any further conversations regarding who has the right
to finalize the change to the park’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

KEEPING FANWOOD CLEAN...Volunteers pick up trash along Midway Avenue during Fanwood’s 29th annual Clean Communities Day. The event, organized by the Fanwood Department of Public Works and the Clean Community
Committee, draws many volunteers each year who do their part picking up trash
and debris throughout the borough.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GOING GREEN...Volunteers provide seedlings to residents at Saturday's Earth Day event at Alan Augustine Village Green
in Scotch Plains.

BOE Reviews $104.1-Mil. Budget
With $2.7-Mil. Hike In Taxes
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the beginning of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting held last
Thursday, members were presented
with a school budget of $104,136,234,
which will be supported by a tax levy
of $90,818,517 including debt service of $1,409,450, an increase of
$2,725,110 over 2016-2017. The
operating budget for 2017-2018 is
$100,214,008.
Deborah Saridaki, board secretary
and business administrator, gave an
overview of the 2018-2019 budget

New Park Avenue Bank
Building OK’d By Board
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning board on Monday gave its unanimous approval to construction of a
new bank building on Park Avenue —
the first new development in the central business district in many years.
2019 Mountain Scotch Plains LLC
will raze the two buildings at 310 and
320 Park Avenue, which are located
next to the 7-Eleven and presently
house a realty company and a financial services firm, and build a 3,470square-foot building that will house a
Chase banking facility and a 24-hour
drive-through ATM.
Engineer James Kinosian said the
new building will be situated near the
front of the property, with access to
the site via Park Avenue and Mountain Avenue. Twenty-eight parking
spots will be provided in the rear and
on the north side for clients and employees, and a 10-foot landscape
buffer will be included along the rear
of the property to shield the property
from adjacent residential houses on
Mountain Avenue and Cedar Grove
Terrace. Fencing also will be added
to the rear and southern sides of the
property.
Mr. Kinosian explained to the board
that the new development will actually result in a reduction in impervious coverage — surfaces that cannot
effectively absorb or infiltrate rainfall — of about 2,500 square feet due
to increased tree, shrub and grass
plantings as part of the landscape
design for the site. An underground
water detention basin will be installed
at the rear of the property as well.
There were some concerns raised
about the planting of trees along the
rear of the property and how they
could impact a sanitary sewer line

that runs underneath. But landscape
architect John Olivo told the board
that, with the sewer line seven feet
deep, the holly trees that will be placed
there have a root structure that reaches
about two feet deep so he was confident that the sewer line will not be
affected.
Matthew Seckler, a traffic engineer, spoke to the board about the
impacts the new Chase building will
have on Park Avenue traffic, noting
that vehicle trips to banks in general
have declined in recent years as everyday transactions are increasingly
done at ATMs or online. He predicted
a “low-end” traffic impact resulting
from the new building, noting that
peak bank hours are typically during
the mid-day hours, not the rush hours,
and that people tend to visit ATMs
during the hours a bank itself is closed.
Board member Jeffrey Strauss,
however, raised concerns about the
safety of motorists turning left from
northbound Park Avenue into the site
during the morning rush hour and
wondered if a prohibition against such
turns during that time could be an
option. Joseph Doyle, the board’s
vice-chairman, pointed out, though,
that the site’s proximity to the traffic
light at Mountain Avenue would help
slow the flow of traffic during the
rush hour and enable drivers to more
safely make left turns into the Chase
property. It also was noted that, if the
left-turn issue became serious, the
police department could always study
the matter and make recommendations to the township council on limiting such turns.
The new building will be the first
significant new construction along
the Park Avenue business corridor
since the apartments above the Darby

Congratulations to the
#1 Agent for March!

and gave a full in-depth presentation
at the March meeting.
School taxes will be $70,556,943
in Scotch Plains, with the average
assessed home of $122,628 paying
$247.84, an increase of 2.96 percent.
School taxes in Fanwood will be
$20,261,574, with the average borough assessed home of $87,759 paying $214.30, an increase of 2.84 percent.
According to Ms. Saridaki, student
enrollment has remained consistent
over the past six years, she said that
the number for this year has increased
by one student. The estimated enrollment for the fall of 2018 is 5,514.
She noted that 95 percent of the
budget comes from local taxes with
3.2 percent of the budget being generated by state aid. The 2017-2018
local tax levy was reported as
$86,626,357.
Ms. Saridaki stated that the operating budget was noted to have a total
salary increase from $51,531,254 last
year to $54,362,571 for the upcoming school year.
In addition, Ms. Saridaki said employee benefits have increased from
$19,030,432 to $19,873,146, which
translates into an increase of 4.43
percent. She reported that the facilities maintenance line has decreased
from $3,018,544 to $2,879,614 and
that the transportation line is down
also from last year. She said that trans-

portation last year was $3,458,223
and is down in the 2018-2019 budget
to $3,266,661, representing a decline
of 5.54 percent.
Also Ms. Saridaki noted that the
capital expenditures were down by
1.47 percent from $850,426 to
$837,926.
Also, it was revealed that out-ofdistrict placements were estimated as
decreasing from $7,799,132 to
$7,239,759,. as well as the other expenses line going from $5,467,510 to
$5,066,109.
Ms. Saridaki stated that other expenses included classroom supplies,
office supplies and teacher trainings.
In other business, Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) Principal David Heisey, Ed.D, unveiled
the new mascot for the school and a
short presentation on how it was chosen. He said that much thought went
into the design of the new mascot and
that there was a committee that picked
the new design. After many submissions from students in the district, Mr.
Heisey said the committee met and
after much discussion voted and came
up with the new mascot.
The new mascot, which depicts a
strong-looking close up white, black
and grey picture of a knight’s head,
was shown to the members of the
audience.
It was reported that the new logo,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PROMOTING REDEVELOPMENT...Scotch Plains officials tout the green aspects of downtown redevelopment at Saturday's Earth Day event at Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.
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Freeholders Introduce
$483.7-Mil. Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

A COMMUNITY EVENT...Monks from the Dhammakaya temple in Fanwood
get ready to pick up trash during the borough’s 29th annual Clean Communities
Day on Saturday. The event, organized by the Fanwood Department of Public
Works and the Clean Community Committee, attracted dozens of volunteers to
pick up trash and debris throughout the municipality.

Judge Denies Appeal of
‘Watcher House’ Subdivision
By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Union County Superior Court Presiding Judge Karen
Cassidy upheld the Westfield Planning Board’s denial of a subdivision
request for 657 Boulevard by Derek
and Maria Broaddus and dismissed
their case on April 16.
This decision marks the second case
brought by the Broadduses to be denied by the Union County Superior
Court, after Judge Camille Kenny
dismissed their lawsuit against the
prior owners of the Boulevard home
in October of 2017. Both lawsuits
stem from a series of letters from
“The Watcher” that the Broaddus family received after purchasing the home
from the Woods family. The letters
became a worldwide news story, and
a criminal investigation is still open
on the matter.
The Westfield Planning Board denied the application in February of
2017, after multiple public hearings.
The Broadduses, represented by attorney James Foerst for the application and the appeal, were requesting
three variances for the subdivision as
the current lot is oversized for the
10,000-square-foot zoning, but the

Frazee
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

name. He said the commission wanted
to choose a name signifying respect
for the Frazee House organization
while recognizing the Terry family as
well.
Commissioner Deanna Dell Bene
said the park’s newest name was an
effort to include the property’s entire
history, including both the Revolutionary War aspect as well as the
Terry-Lou Zoo. She said the commission had been contacted by the Terry
family about including their family in
the park’s name and that members
had contacted Rotary officials as well.
“The zoo is history,” she said, suggesting a full name that failed to acknowledge the zoo would be equally
historically disingenuous. “You can’t
deny that history.”
Ms. Strunk from the Rotary Club
said the Frazee House organization
wants to honor the Terry-Lou Zoo,
and the zoo’s name has been included
in grant applications to revitalize the
property. “I do want to honor it (the
zoo),” she said, adding that she also
wants the property’s historic value
including the legend of Betty Frazee
and the property’s significance to the
American Revolution to be recognized.
Ms. Strunk suggested old photographs from the when the zoo was
operating can be included in a collage
or a tribute to the Terry Lou Zoo
within the park. “We put in a lot of
sweat time, time, volunteer hours and
$1 million for historic value,” she
said of the Rotary Club’s efforts over
the years to raise enough funds to
refurbish the nearly three hundredyear-old house.
Recreation commissioner Colleen
Gialanella said she believed the new
name would honor the Frazee organization as the commission consensus
was the name would eventually be
referred to colloquially as to just the
“the Frazee House or Frazee Park.”
She also stated that she felt there were
some misunderstandings by Frazee
House board members regarding their
oversight of the municipal-owned
park. “Scotch Hills is the golf course;
Shady Rest is at Scotch Hills, even
though Scotch Hills came second,”
she said, referring to the townshipowned golf course and historic clubhouse.
Ms. Mangan from the Rotary board
said Mrs. Gialanella’s reference was
“not the same thing. It was always
Frazee Acres.”
Mr. Walsh, the commission chairman, then said he was confused because there “was a time” the entire
zoo property was privately owned —
before the township assumed ownership in the late 1990s after the zoo
ceased operations. “There is a lot of
history we have to clarify,” he said.
Commissioner Alfonse Akins said
he will be meeting next week with
Mayor Alexander Smith and said
Frazee House board members can
possibly discuss the name change with
the mayor at that time.

subdivided lots requested were under
the square footage requirements, the
lot width requirements and lot frontage requirements.
During the hearings residents
voiced objection to the proposed subdivision, with Catherine Cronin-North
and Andrew Thomas filing a formal
objection to the proceeding, bringing
in their own attorney and planner to
testify. According to Judge Cassidy’s
ruling, a few residents expressed support of the project and opined that the
Broaddus family would not profit
from the subdivision.
Judge Cassidy’s 16-page order
found that despite the Broadduses’
claims, the planning board did not act
in an “arbitrary or capricious” manner in its legal basis for denying all
three variances. She further stated
that the board was tasked with upholding local zoning regulations and
the intention of the town’s master
plan, and that the law gives no leave
at the Superior Court level unless a
planning board acts in a way that
“amount[s] to an abuse of discretion.”
Judge Cassidy went on to write
that, “As argued by plaintiffs’ counsel
and as reflected in the briefs, this
matter has its genesis in the unfortunate series of events surrounding a
‘stalker’ who has allegedly targeted
the Broaddus family by sending a
series of letters that are the subject of
an ongoing criminal investigation and
was the subject of a civil suit that has
been dismissed. It is this backdrop
that drives many of the arguments
made by the plaintiffs and which will
be addressed by this court in the decision that follows.”
She continued, “Nor was there testimony explaining how the requested
variances would remedy the plaintiffs’ situation. Counsel was unable to
adequately address the court’s concern that, even if this application were
granted and two new homes were
erected, the individual sending these
letters would continue to target this
property and the homeowners. A
granting of this variance will, therefore, not necessarily remedy the situation the plaintiffs are attempting to
address.
Additionally, plaintiffs’ financial
situation, which was never established
but appears to be the most significant
factor driving this application, cannot
form the basis for granting the relief
requested. No proofs were submitted
to substantiate this argument, and in
fact, counsel, though intimating this
was an issue, never specifically proffered proof in support of same.”
Mr. Foerst told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that he is not authorized by his client to give comments
on the matter.
Judge Cassidy’s full ruling is posted
at www.goleader.com/news/docs/.

Scotch Hills
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to acknowledge the Terry-Lou Zoo
that was located at the site for decades.
The council also authorized an Independence Day fireworks display at
Scotch Hills Country Club on Saturday, June 30. Additionally, Councilman Ted Spera said work to restore
the historic Frazee House at the corner of Terrill and Raritan Roads will
begin in earnest next month.

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board introduced a budget
of $483.7 million last Thursday, with
$360.98 million to be raised in county
taxes, which officials said is the lowest
tax increase in 15 years. Taxes are $6.2
million over 2017. Overall spending is
down $41.7 million.
According to the budget document,
taxes account for 75 percent of the
revenue in the spending plan with a
total of $24 million to come out of
surplus funds, accounting for 4.97
percent of the revenue stream. The
county surplus totaled $90,861,583 as
of December 31, 2017, up from
$65,927,980 as of January 1, 2017 and
$55,868,766 as of January 1, 2016.
State and federal funding accounts
for $46,674,605, or 9.65 percent of
revenues.
On the appropriation side of the
budget, salaries and wages account for
$177.3 million. The county’s debt
charges is $67,826,644 with the capital improvement program of
$5,350,000.
Freeholder Angel Estrada was the
lone dissenter in the board’s 8-to-1
vote to introduce the budget. The public hearing and adoption vote is scheduled for Thursday, May 17.
He said he was opposed to the sixyear improvement program that totals
$70,351,660 for 2018, saying the
amount was too high, in his view.
Freeholder Bruce Bergen, who
chaired the fiscal committee, said the
overall budget represents a tax increase of 1.75 percent. He said the
fiscal committee, with the help of a
newly-created ad hoc efficiency committee, was able to reduce the tax levy
by another $2.489 million. The executive budget presented by retired county
manager Al Faella had a tax levy increase of 2.45 percent, Mr. Bergen
said.
“This was done without any loss of
jobs, reduction of services or negative
impact on our stellar bond rating,” Mr.
Bergen said.
The fiscal committee includes Mr.
Bergen, Mr. Estrada and Freeholders
Bette Jane Kowalski and Al Mirabella.
The ad hoc panel includes Mr. Bergen,
Ms. Kowalski, Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados and Freeholder Chris

BOE Budget
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which has the words Raiders, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood under the picture,
will be on all SPFHS apparel and will
be put on flags to be hung in the
school’s parking lot.
In other business, it was announced
that May 7 to 11, 2018 will be Teacher
Appreciation Week for the district.
The next board of education meeting is scheduled for tonight, April 26,
at 7:30 p.m. It will be held at the
administrative building at 512 Cedar
Street in Scotch Plains.

Bank Bld.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Road restaurant were built six years
ago. Mayor Alexander Smith on
Monday brought up the township’s
downtown redevelopment plans that
are starting to get underway and noted
that the Chase site is located in what
will be the second phase of the redevelopment efforts. That area stretches
along the west side of Park Avenue
from Front Street to Route 22 and will
soon be evaluated by township planners for redevelopment suitability as
well as possible spots to build affordable housing.
The mayor pointed out that approving the Chase bank facility will
remove that property as a potential
site for affordable housing, thus increasing housing density elsewhere
in the overall business district that
includes not only Park Avenue but
also East Second Street, Terrill Road
and part of Westfield Avenue. He also
was less than enthusiastic about the
exterior design of the new building,
saying it did not fit in with what he
envisioned the second phase of redevelopment to look like, citing the
more colonial-era design of the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church and cemetery
across the street as well as the Stage
House restaurant and Old Baptist
Parsonage.

Hudak.
During public comments, John Bury
of Kenilworth said he has “concluded
that politics is government here in
Union County,” alleging that “anyone
who wants public money, jobs or contracts, first goes through the Union
County Democratic Committee, who
in a one-party county appoints people
to this board who they expect to do
what they are told,” that includes
rubberstamping contracts for lawyers,
engineering firms and other service
providers, “so that they, in turn, can
donate to the Union County Democratic Committee.” He said any board
member “who steps out of line is endangering their slot on the party line.”
He said the solution is to have an
“open and honest dialogue so that
maybe enough people understand what
is really going on and take action to
stop it.”
Mr. Granados responded that, “Every single freeholder on this freeholder
board makes all decisions based on
their own judgment.”
In other business, the board approved
a resolution in support of State Senate
Bill No. 830, which calls for legalizing
possession and personal use of small
amounts of marijuana for persons 21
years of age and over. The legislation
would create the Division of Marijuana
Enforcement and Licensing.
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh, the
lone dissenter in the 8-to-1 yes vote on
the resolution, said that while he supports decriminalization of marijuana
he believes it “has to be done responsibly, it has to be done properly, it can’t
simply be a money grab.” He said the
war on drugs “has affected many people
in urban communities and affected
them for generations.” He feels those
communities should benefit from the
legalization of marijuana. “And I don’t
see that anywhere in the legislation,”
Freeholder Jalloh said.
Freeholder Hudak, who previously
worked for A Partnership for a Drug
Free New Jersey, said he believes “the
prohibition regime in terms of marijuana is just counterproductive.” He
said just decriminalizing the drug and
allowing people to carry pot fails to
address the black market of the drug.
Senate Bill No. 830 would make
possession of under 50 grams of marijuana a civil violation subject to a fine
of up to $100.
Prior to the board’s vote, Mr. Bury
said he expected the freeholders to
support the bill because it was sponsored by Senator Nick Scutari (D22nd, Linden), “who happens to be
your boss,” a reference to Mr. Scutari’s
role as Union County Democratic
Committee chairman.
Mr. Bergen said Mr. Scutari is “not
our boss, he does not attempt to be our
boss and does not tell this board how to
vote.”
At the start of the meeting the board
heard a presentation by Union County
College Foundation Executive Director Douglas Rouse regarding the Union
County Freeholders Mayors Challenge.
“Our goal is to bring all of our mayors together to raise scholarship funds
for students from their own towns. And
each scholarship will then be named
after that mayor,” Mr. Rouse said.
Mr. Rouse said the goal is to raise
$31,000, $1,500 per each of the 21
towns in the county. He said it is hoped
that a kickoff event will be held in
June. He asked that the freeholders
serve as honorary chairs of the Mayors
Challenge.

MILESTONE CELEBRATION...The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC) celebrated its 70th anniversary at a Gala that took place
Thursday at The Primavera Regency in Stirling. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, Christopher Schiavone of Shackamaxon Country
Club in Scotch Plains, one of the Business Leader of the Year Award recipients,
and GWACC Executive Director Gene Jannotti. One hundred and eighty-five
attendees enjoyed a two-hour cocktail party followed by coffee and dessert served
in the ballroom by the Primavera staff. The Duprees performed a 45-minute set of
some of their biggest hits and some cotemporary songs. See article on page 6.

Panel Considers Allowing
Leashed Dogs at Park
By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Recreation Commission Director Bob Budiansky discussed the Forest Road Park master
plan at Tuesday night’s Fanwood
Recreation Commission meeting. Mr.
Budiansky spoke of a recent kick-off
meeting with CME Associates and
the next steps for the plan.
Commissioner Joanna Budries
wanted a motion for people to be
allowed to walk dogs on a leash in
Forest Road Park. A commission vote
on the motion resulted in a tie. Council liaison member Erin McElroyBarker said she will look into which
commission alternate, Scott Sinclair
or Demian Boroff, is alternate number one, who will cast the tie-breaking vote.
Ms. McElroy-Barker said she has
researched the borough ordinance allowing dogs to be walked in parks on
leashes and determined that most
towns in the area allowed this. She
said Westfield, Clark, Cranford,
Garwood and Scotch Plains do not
have ordinances prohibiting dogs in
parks like Fanwood does.
Mr. Budiansky highlighted the success of the borough’s March 31 Easter Egg Hunt. The commission is planning several family movie nights beginning in June and a possible date
night movie in July. The date night
movie discussion was tabled until
May. Mr. Budiansky mentioned that
licensing permission for each movie
costs $250. The summer Party in the
Park event will be Tuesday, June 26,
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. There will be
inflatable rides, a DJ and food. There
also will be an upcoming Training
Wheels Toss.
Mr. Budiansky spoke at length
about the recent kick-off meeting with
CME Associates regarding the Forest
Road Park master plan. He attended

Adult Day Care Facility
In Mountainside Okayed
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Temple Men’s Club
To Hold Blood Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s
Club of Congregation Beth Israel will
hold a blood drive this Sunday, April
29, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. All blood
donors will receive complimentary
cholesterol screenings and a light
snack.
Run by Community Blood Services
of New Jersey, the drive is open to
anyone in the community, age 18 or
older, who is medically eligible to
donate blood. No pre-registration is
required.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains. The
blood drive and breakfast will be held
in a bus stationed in the synagogue’s
parking lot adjacent to its building.
For more information, call the synagogue office at (908) 889-1830 or
Walter Chinoy, Blood Drive chairman, at (908) 232-0062.

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — An adult
medical day care facility was approved for 1115 Globe Avenue in
Mountainside at the borough’s
monthly combined board of adjustment and planning board meeting
held Tuesday evening.
SarahCare, which stands for Senior Activity Rehabilitation and
Health, at Watchung Square LLC
was founded by Dr. Juan Grana, a
licensed chiropractor.
According to his testimony, Dr.
Grana has an existing adult day care
facility at 130 US Highway 22 in
North Plainfield. He stated that he
opened his present facility in the
winter of 2008. Dr. Grana noted
that currently his facility cares for
60 patients. He said there is a great
need for his type of eldercare in the
area and stated that at the new facility he planned to double the number
of clients served. Dr. Grana said
that his present facility is 5,000

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LESSON IN WATER CONSERVATION....Terrill Middle School students present
their exhibit on water conservation during Sunday’s Westfield Earth Day festivities, held on the lawn of the Westfield Train Station on North Avenue.

the April 17 meeting with several
borough employees and associates of
CME, including a member of the
Shade Tree Commission. Mr.
Budiansky said there is a $3-million
budget for the plan and that it is being
broken down into phases.
Phase one is costing approximately
$600,000 to $700,000. Mr. Budiansky
said the commission has $600,000 in
funds for this. Phase one includes
removing the existing tennis courts,
adding an irrigation system, adding a
gazebo with three access paths and
landscaping, and improving the handball and basketball courts. Phase one,
as of last year’s estimate, is $605,000.
Mr. Budiansky said some trees will
be saved by moving the handball
court.
“CME is sending a surveyor to the
park soon. They will then present a
more detailed design to us soon,” Mr.
Budiansky said.
He also mentioned the $15,000
Union County Level The Playing
Field grant for special-needs playground equipment. He said he has
asked a CME associate for ideas on
how to utilize the money.
There was some discussion about
replacing the skate park’s fence. Another quote was received, which was
more expensive than the original
quote. The borough council has approved the new fence. Ms. McElroyBarker mentioned that the council
reversed the decision regarding the
commission paying for the Department of Public Works (DPW) overtime. The money is now going back
into the commission’s budget. The
commission is still responsible for
some DPW overtime, including Halloween and summer movie date night.
The next recreation commission
meeting will be on Tuesday, May 22,
at the LaGrande Park building at 7:45
p.m. The meeting is open to the public.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FEED ME RECYCLABLES...Recycling was a big topic for adults and kids during
Saturday's Earth Day event at Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

square feet and that the building in
Mountainside measures 9,000
square feet.
Dr. Grana noted that the number
of employees also would increase.
He stated that the medical staff
would have to increase as well as
the number of drivers to pick up and
drop off the adults served by the
facility. He noted that of the 60
clients served in North Plainfield
only two provide their own transportation. Dr. Grana added that currently there are seven vehicles and
that this number would increase to
14. He also said the facility would
serve adults in Union and some surrounding counties.
He further testified that his facility not only served the needs of the
elderly but also adults with cognitive and physical needs. Dr. Grana
stated that he and his staff would
serve adults with Down syndrome,
autism and cerebral palsy, among
other medical needs.
Variances that were needed and
granted were a use variance and
those addressing a walkway in the
rear yard and insufficient parking.
Currently there are 127 parking
spaces.
Dr. Grana noted that the clients
do not drive themselves and the
number of busses would be up to
14, with 23 parking spaces taken by
staff. This would leave more than
70 empty parking spaces.
In other business, two applications from Don Maxwell for 876
Mountain Avenue and 614
Sherwood Parkway were postponed
to the May meeting as the applicant
needed to gather additional documents requested by members of the
board.
Additionally, Alison Griggs was
granted approval to construct an
addition onto the single-family
dwelling at 323 Partridge Run with
the support of more than a dozen
Partridge Run neighbors.
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Historic District Process
Detailed During Meeting

Cranford Board Rejects
Park Drive Subdivision
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board denied an application Wednesday night for the 112 Park Drive
property owned by SCODEE Properties, LLC. The applicant (SCODEE)
sought site-plan approval for a subdivision of a single lot into two fully
conforming lots with no variances
and no design waivers.
The county owns the land in front
of 112 Park Drive as part of
Nomahegan Park.
“We bring this to your attention
because we understand the developer
is proposing to put an additional driveway through our land to link its property to Park Drive,” wrote Union
County Counsel Robert E. Barry in a
letter addressed to Planning Board
Chairwoman Kathleen Murray.
Mr. Barry stated that the land is
subject to the state’s Green Acres
law. The only method available to
the developer to transfer the land
from the county to private ownership would be a diversion granted by
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, stated Mr.
Barry.
“It would require the county show
the transfer fills a compelling public need by mitigating health, safety,
or welfare; or yield a significant
public benefit by improving the
delivery of essential services to the
public or to a segment of the public
having a special need,” said Mr.
Barry, citing legal qualifications for
designated Green Acres land transfers.
Mr. Barry stated that the county
takes no official position in the application hearing or the Cranford Planning Board’s decision on the
SCODEE property.
“Even if the county could meet
this burden, which frankly seems
unlikely, Green Acres would require
significant compensation in exchange,” Mr. Barry said in his letter.
Green Acres Program attorney Sean
D. Moriarty in a written letter stated
the county would have to pursue a
multi-step process when seeking diversion. Mr. Moriarty stated that the
diversion would be classified as “major,” requiring a scoping hearing to
invite public comment on the pro-
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posed diversion.
A pre-application outlining the purpose of the project and the proposed
compensation, preliminary value
analysis, alternatives analysis and environmental information would have
to be provided by Union County to
Green Acres, stated Mr. Moriarty.
“Assuming the county would seek
to grant a driveway or access easement, the required acreage replacement would be at a 4:1 ratio, if land
will be offered as a compensation or
a 10:1 ratio if the county prefers to
offer monetary compensation to be
used for land acquisition,” said Mr.
Moriarty.
Mr. Moriarty said the entire process would take about nine to 12
months.
“At the August 2017 meeting, there
were many concerns expressed that
building in an area historically devastated by flooding would be detrimental to our town and its residents,”
said Park Drive resident Donald
Thee.
Mr. Thee said he has lived on Park
Drive for “nearly 46 years” with his
property adjacent to the SCODEE
property. Mr. Thee said he opposed
the subdivision at the August 2017
hearing.
Mr. Thee said the Army Corps of
Engineers is seeking $60 million in
funding for a region-wide flood mitigation project.
“How does it look if Cranford
doesn’t impose strict limits on building in the flood plain, while asking
other towns or agencies to support
flood mitigation efforts?” Mr. Thee
asked.
Mr. Thee stated building in a
flood zone would “violate common sense” during a time period
when programs such as the state’s
Blue Acres are buying up properties in the flood zones. The purchased land would be returned to
open space to mitigate water runoff, stated Mr. Thee.
“We have the responsibility to avoid
problems for future property owners
and the community. We must consider the quality of access, potential
flooding, drainage and dangerous
access problems,” said Township
Committee member and planning
board member Ann Dooley.
Ms. Dooley voted not to approve
the application.
Wells Fargo’s application for a
minor site plan approval at 107 Miln
Street to remove a pneumatic tube
system within the drive-through and
add two ATM machines was unanimously approved.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE ROLE OF THE WHPC...The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission
held a public forum last Thursday to familiarize the public with the commission
and the process for designating a neighborhood as an historic district.

Asm. Jerry Green, 79, Dies;
Was Freeholder In ’80s, ’90s
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LINDEN — State Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22nd, Plainfield) passed away at
79 on April 18.
A Roselle native, Mr. Green served as
a freeholder from 1982 to 1984 and again
from 1989 to 1991, serving as chairman
in 1990. He had served in the General
Assembly since 1992, where he chaired
the Assembly Housing and Community
Development Committee and was a member of the Health and Senior Services
Committee and the Joint Committee on
Housing Affordability.
Mr. Green resigned in January as chairman of the Union County Democratic
Committee due to illness, but maintained
his Assembly seat. His 22nd Legislative
District includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Linden, Rahway and Winfield.
“He was so much more than just a
colleague and mentor to succeeding generations of politicians – he was a true
gentleman legislator who should be remembered for championing progressive
policies aimed at helping those in need,”
said Union County Democratic Committee Chairman and 22nd District Senator
Nick Scutari (D). “As chairman of the
UCDC (Union County Democratic
Committee)...he was perhaps the first to
see the potential for Democratic victories
in places like Summit, Westfield, Springfield, Cranford, Scotch Plains, Berkeley
Heights, and so many more.”
State Senator Joseph Cryan (D-20th,
Union) said, “Jerry Green was a champion of civil rights and was on the
frontlines in our state in the fight to
provide an affordable and accessible education for all of our children and to provide affordable housing for everyone.”
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton) said Mr. Green “was a true
champion of our Democratic values and
he never held back in the hard fights.”
“He was a man who made a real difference as a tireless advocate for those most
in need and whose work will have a lasting
impact on the lives of so many. Jerry Green

was a valued colleague who was respected
by everyone who knew of his life of accomplishments and admired by all who
knew him for the man he was. Jerry was a
true friend to me and to so many others. I
will forever value our friendship.”
Assemblyman James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) said he was “simply devastated”
by Mr. Green’s passing. “I will miss
fighting for the citizens of the 22nd Legislative District with Jerry at my side.”
Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnnick (R-21st, Westfield) said,
“Jerry Green was a friend for 30 years.
We understood that talking to each other
and treating each other with respect
was very important. I will miss Jerry
and thank him for his service to our
state. My thoughts and prayers are with
his family.”
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R21st, Summit) said Mr. Green “displayed
immense support for the people of his
district and New Jersey.”
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith said he
recently met with the Assemblyman. “Assemblyman Green was very willing to
listen to my concerns on behalf of our
mutual constituents. I’m sad for his passing – my condolences to the family.”
Scotch Plains Township Manager Al
Mirabella, who also is a Union County
freeholder, added that, “Jerry Green was
an outstanding legislator who cared
deeply for the residents he served. I will
miss his leadership as well as his friendship.”
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados said that, “Jerry Green
was an innovator, a trailblazer and the
most influential African-American leader
ever to come from Union County...As a
mentor to myself and so many other
elected officials in Union County, Jerry
set the example on how to live a life in
politics and government with dignity,
humility and grace.”
A memorial celebration will be
planned for a later date. The G. G. Woody
Funeral Home in Roselle is handling the
arrangements.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission (HPC)
held a public meeting on Thursday
night in the town hall community
room. The meeting was intended to
familiarize the public with the commission and its efforts to preserve
Westfield’s history. Westfield will
mark the 300th anniversary since the
settlement of the Elizabethtown tract
in 1720. Westfield was formed as a
township in 1794.
HPC member Robert Wendel offered
a PowerPoint presentation highlighting
how Westfield’s historical preservation
creates cultural benefits and economic
benefits, and in turn betters the community.
“The HPC is charged with preserving
historical sites and structures while fostering an appreciation for these landmarks as an essential element of the town’s
unique character,” said Mr. Wendel during opening comments.
The HPC was established by New Jersey State Municipal Land Use Law in
1984. The HPC provides planning board
framework “to protect” historic
streetscapes, homes and facades utilizing
business and residential zoning measures,
stated Mr. Wendel.
Mr. Wendel said the HPC identifies
building structures, sites and areas for
designation as historic landmarks or districts. The HPC will review and decide
on applications for certificates of appropriateness, alongside advising the planning board on development applications
in historic districts.
Mr. Wendel said it is important for
residents to understand the Westfield
Historical Society (WHS) is separate from
the HPC. The WHS is a private membership 501(c)3 non-profit for the purpose
of safeguarding historical artifacts, using
the artifacts for educational purposes.
He said the WHS has focused on the
Miller-Cory House Museum restoration
and preservation of the Reeve House.
Currently, the WHS is raising money to
build a history, education and archive
facility “to tell Westfield’s story,” Mr.
Wendel said.
The Historic Preservation Commission is chaired by Kelly Kessler with 10
other commissioners. Michael LaPlace
serves as the commission’s planning board
liaison.
Ms. Kessler has been on the commission for nine years, serving as chairwoman for the past six years. “I grew up
in an old house in Westfield. I credit that
for drawing my interest and love for the
history of our town,” Ms. Kessler said.
Handouts were provided detailing the
historic district designation process. Ms.
Kessler said currently 10 historic districts have been outlined. She said the
HPC has applied for a certificate of local
government with the New Jersey State
Historical Organization Board. The designation allows for grant applications to
be filed to further the HPC’s preservation

goals, stated Ms. Kessler.
The HPC will provide homeowners
with a letter of consent explaining what
the designation process means. The letter
will contain a copy of the historic preservation ordinance. Homeowners consenting to the designation will sign the letter
and mail it back to the town.
For the historical district designation process to be established the municipality must “secure consent of 75
percent of the properties located within
the proposed district,” explained Mr.
Wendel. Upon residential support, the
HPC will prepare a report on the proposed district. The report will include
location, boundaries, and photographs
of each structure within the district.
The report will conclude whether the
proposed district qualifies as a “historical district.”
The HPC, upon qualification, will
schedule a public hearing on the proposed designation. After considering
testimony and evidence brought forth
at the hearing the commission will make
a final decision on the designation, issuing a final report and memorializing
a resolution. The resolution will contain the commission’s rationale for a
historic district’s designation. The resolution will be reviewed by the planning
board, which forwards its comments to
the town council.
The town council maintains the right
to approve, reject or modify the HPC’s
recommendations on an ordinance to officially approve the proposed historic district. After the town council approves the
ordinance (historic district) a certificate
of designation shall be provided to each
homeowner or site owner.
Each home within the district “may
be” marked with a “designating plaque,”
Mr. Wendel said.
Commissioner Maria Boyes said home
purchase trends are showing buyer interest in historic homes versus the
“McMansions” popularized in the early
millennium.
“Against the increasing spread of suburban sameness, Westfield’s historic
properties, planned communities, and
diverse housing stock are a unique asset
worth protecting,” Mr. Wendel said.
Ms. Kessler said five new members
have brought a “breath of life” into the
commission. The HPC, recognizing
Westfield’s 300th birthday approaching and the town council finalizing a
“Master Plan,” believes the timing is
opportune for the HPC to have an integral role in Westfield’s future, stated
Ms. Kessler.
The commissioners said they want residents to provide feedback on anything
involving the community and its history.
Anyone interested in learning more
about the commission and its activities can e-mail the commission. The email can be found on the municipal
website.

See More Gov. News on Page 18
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Sunday, April 29 at the JCC
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains
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Event Runs 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Rain or Shine
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Hold the Horn hour designed for children
with special needs and those with auditory sensitivity issues –
no horns, music or sirens!
2ƪVLWHSDUNLQJDQGVKXWWOHVHUYLFHZLOOEHDYDLODEOHDWWKH8QLRQ&RXQW\
Vocational Technical School at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

There’s something
about this camp!
Day and Travel Camps
for 18 months – 9th grade
Register now!
www.jccnj.org/campyachad

Page

4

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

The Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES

— Established 1890 —

Since 1959

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood
Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.
Paul Peyton
Horace R. Corbin
Jeff Gruman
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

PUBLISHER

SALES MANAGER

Suzette F. Stalker

David B. Corbin

Michael L. Bartiromo

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

MARKETING PRODUCTION

Lauren S. Barr

Ben Corbin

Robert P. Connelly

EDUCATION & ARTS

SERVICES

BUSINESS OPERATIONS

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

www.goleader.com/subscribe

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99

County Can Come In With
Flat Tax Levy Based On Surplus
Last week the Union County Freeholders introduced a budget of $483 million with $360 million to
be raised in county taxes. The freeholders are touting
this as the lowest county tax increase in 15 years.
While we appreciate the direction the county is
going in trying to lessen tax increases, the spending
plan still raises taxes $6.2 million.
A review of the budget shows that on page 35 of the
document the county surplus has risen to almost $91
million, up $35 million over the past two years. Based
on these numbers, in our view the county can afford
to come in flat this year and still have a healthy surplus
while maintaining the county’s Aaa bond rating.
Another issue we have is that taxes make up 75
percent of the revenues in the 2018 county budget. In
our opinion, this number is much too high. Surplus
accounts for another 5 percent. The budget shows
that general revenues declined from $170.6 million
in 2017 to $122.7 million this year. Is this due to a
drop in federal and state grants? We would like to see
a strong effort made to create other revenue streams
in future years. We applaud Freeholder Chairman
Sergio Granados’ creation of a fiscal efficiency task
force as this process needs to continue year round.
Trimming $2.5 million from the county executive
budget was still a major accomplishment.
Another concern we have is creating new offices
within the structure of county government. Does the

county need an office of LGBTQ Services and
another for People With Special Needs? This requires staff and benefits which will start to add up
over the years, especially if they are merged sometime in future years to create another division or
department, as division and department heads are
well paid at the county level.
It is important that county government control
taxes along with towns, which have other revenue
sources that boards of education do not. While the
Murphy Administration gave public schools increases
in aid of between 5 and 10 percent this year, municipal aid remained flat, which obviously doesn’t help
in lessening tax increases.
There was good news in the county budget. The
corrections department has made a concerted effort
to cut overtime by $1.8 million over the past two
years while the county clerk’s office saw its highest
growth in revenue in 12 years. We expect to see a
focus on eliminating change orders on contracts in
future years, such as the one approved for $146,000
to remove four inches of topsoil at Cedar Brook Park
in Plainfield where turf fields are being constructed
after soil testing showed higher than permitted levels of pollutants.
We are encouraged by the decline in the county tax
increase this year and in the rise in the surplus. We
hope this trend continue.

Congratulations to Those Attaining
Milestone Anniversaries in 2018
Many threads intertwine to form the fabric of a
community and contribute to its overall identity.
Among these threads are a town’s history, its leaders
and employees, its faith institutions, schools, civic
organizations and businesses, all sustained by the
people who live and work within its borders.
This year marks milestone anniversaries for
some of Westfield’s most familiar hallmarks, and
one based in Cranford, which serve not only their
home base but surrounding municipalities as well.
All have been an integral part of our readership
area for decades, addressing the needs of generations of residents.
The Westfield Historical Society — steadfast guardian of the town’s 300-year heritage — is among
several local entities celebrating 50 years in the community. Through its archives, collections and programs, the Historical Society keeps the past vividly
alive in the present and preserves it for the future.
A second organization marking 50 years is Mobile
Meals of Westfield, which delivers meals to clients
in Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Cranford, Garwood and Clark who are unable to
shop or prepare meals on their own. For some
recipients, a visit from a Mobile Meals volunteer
may be the only human contact they have all day, and
their means of staying connected to the community.
The Parish Community of Saint Helen is observing its 50th anniversary as well, continuing its traditions of worship and fellowship, as well as religious
education and wide-ranging ministries, in addition
to its outreach initiatives.
The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Com-

merce celebrates 70 years this year. Currently more
than 500 members strong, the Chamber is comprised
of business owners and professionals from Westfield
and surrounding communities who work cooperatively to maintain the area’s economic vitality.
The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, headquartered in Cranford, commemorates 95 years this
year. It champions the advancement of women as
well as community service through various programs and its scholarship opportunities.
Mindowaskin Park, considered by many to be the
crown jewel of Westfield, will be showcased with a
centennial celebration that will kick off in June.
Known for its expansive pond and fountains, playground area and, perhaps most of all, its bandstand,
the park has been enjoyed by countless visitors over
the course of its 100-year history.
Also marking its 100th anniversary in 2018 is
Youth and Family Counseling Service, located on
Prospect Street, which has long provided counseling
to youth, adults and families, and in recent years has
expanded its programs to include mental-health services to veterans.
Fairview Cemetery and Arboretum reaches its
150th anniversary this year. The serene tableau, with
its rolling hills, dozens of tree species and tranquil
pond, offers a peaceful ambiance for families and
other visitors.
We congratulate all of these venerable organizations and the guardians of these landmarks on their
longevity, and wish them and so many others that
have helped to define Westfield over the years much
prosperity in the years ahead.
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Letters to the Editor
Clean Up Storm Debris, Fix Potholes
And Eliminate Traffic Hazards
I watched the April 10 Town Council meeting asking myself why I was
listening to hours of pros and cons on
protecting puppies by outlawing their
sale from puppy mills while more
prevalent problems were festering in
Westfield.
Our neighborhoods are crying for
the expeditious cleanup of storm debris, the re-surfacing of streets and
the prevention of serious accidents,
particularly near our schools.
The Mayor and Council Members
need to get their priorities in order
and do what’s right for Westfield beginning with cleaning up the many
streets still cluttered with tree branches
and shrubbery from storms that struck
over a month ago.
These streets are not safe, and with
spring rains, the debris is causing
sewer clogging and flooding.
Drive through Westfield and observe the many potholes. These

streets, also, are not safe as everyone
who has hit a pothole and stripped a
tire will attest.
Keep driving and observe intersections such as Shackamaxon and
Rahway when the high school and
Edison Middle School let out. You
will see how dangerous it is for students trying to cross against traffic
going in five directions. And they are
more endangered by cars slowing to
look at the so-called “wall of love,” a
misnomer for an extensive patch of
unsightly heart-shaped cut outs glued
to a fence.
You will wonder, as I do, why the
Mayor and Town Council are not
getting their priorities in order and
spending hours doing what’s right for
Westfield to provide its residents the
best services for their tax dollar.
Charles LaRosa
Westfield

Garwood DEMs Reek of County
Politics, Cronyism At Its Worst
As a very interested observer of
national politics, it’s obvious there is
a dire demand for grassroots movements at all levels of government, to
offset the supply of political movements heavily influenced by power,
money, and personal favors. This is
why I recently strayed from the dominant two parties and voted Green
Party for Governor and President,
even though I am a registered Democrat. I view myself as a progressive
voter and thinker, and have been free
from averaging by committee
mindsets all of my adult life.
I recognize the Democrats for
Garwood team, which is comprised
of Sara Todisco for Mayor and
Michael Ince and Sean Benoit for
Council, as a wonderfully capable
grassroots movement. I recognize
Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney as the
committee’s and county’s choice
based on less than a handful of votes
behind closed doors.
As an observer of my town’s local
politics, it has become more and more
difficult to stay silent as I watch the
Garwood Democratic Primary. One
camp, which deems itself “Garwood
Forward” ought to change their slogan to “County Forward.” This slate
of candidates, represented by the top
of the ticket by the current Mayor,
Charles Lombardo, who himself
works for the county, reeks of county
politics cronyism at its worst. When
we had our last Garwood Democratic
Club meeting to discuss the ground
rules for a primary, a meeting in which
only club members were supposed to
attend, the Chairman of the party,

invited a Union County Freeholder to
intimidate the Democrats for
Garwood primary challengers and
their supporters. This tactic was very
telling because it clearly indicated to
me that Garwood Forward would be
controlled and coordinated by the
county folks. This scares me greatly,
as local government should not be
afraid to challenge county government, and there is no doubt in my
mind that Charles Lombardo and
one of his running mates, Vincent
Kearney, who works for the county
as well, will be handcuffed to accepting county decisions to keep
those relationships solid.
I for one fully endorse and encourage other Garwood Democrats to vote
for the Todisco-Ince-Benoit team
because they represent independent,
progressive-minded individuals who
will put Garwood’s interests first,
without letting the county control our
borough. Their collective resume
shows impressive credentials, diversity, impressive leadership experience, reliability, and they have passionately committed their lives to
helping people live better lives. Not
one of them works for the county!
Their vision goes beyond partisanship as they want what is best for
Garwood, not just a political party.
This is why the best choice for
Garwood is the independent and progressive team of Sara Todisco for
Mayor and Michael Ince and Sean
Benoit for Council.
Robert Schilare
Garwood

One Way Out Of This Corrosive Cycle
Is Open And Honest Dialogue
After Bruce Paterson of Garwood
was stopped from speaking at the
Union County freeholder meeting of
March 22 regarding the politics behind refusing to give the party line to
a sitting freeholder, I thought this
brazen suppression of free speech
could not go unanswered. At the April
19 meeting, I answered with these
comments:
After ten years of following government in Union County I conclude
that politics is government here and
as such is a legitimate topic for discussion in this open comment period
– as is nepotism which is something
that the ACLU had to remind this
board of back in 2009.
Decisions are made that nobody up
there has the practical power to object to. Here is the process as I see it:
Anyone who wants public money,
jobs, or contracts first goes through
the Union County Democratic Committee who, in a one-party county,
appoint people to this board who they
expect to do what they are told. What
you are being told to do is to rubber
stamp contracts or projects that will
benefits lawyers, engineering firms,
and other service providers so they
can, in turn, donate to the Union
County Democratic Committee and
individual candidates.

You are allowed freedom on issues
that do not impact that flow of tax
money, like mountain biking in
Watchung Reservation, but are expected to approve even the most blatant boondoggles like the Roselle
Mind and Body Complex, which
would have tripled Roselle’s debt for
the benefit of connected firms and
individuals as well as the Union
County Improvement Authority,
which needs money to repay millions
of dollars from a prior boondoggle,
the solar panel fiasco.
Any one of you who steps out of
line is endangering their slot on the
party line. In the case of freeholder
Jalloh it was likely his support of
Colleen Mahr over Nicholas Scutari
for the chairmanship of the Union
County Democratic Committee that
cost him his seat here, but his failure
to support the Roselle Mind and Body
Complex likely also played a role.
I see only one way out of this corrosive cycle and that is to have an
open and honest dialogue so that
maybe enough people will understand
what is really going on and take action to stop it. Allowing me to say all
this here is a good start.
John Bury
Kenilworth

This Commitment Is Huge Value
To A Town Like Garwood
I have known Sara Todisco since she
was a young girl being brought to the
Lions Club senior picnic by her Grandfather Frank Todisco. Anyone who knew
Frank understood he was an all Garwood
guy. He gave of himself all he could for
the Lions club, which is how I came to
know them both.
He instilled in Sara, that sense of serving the community. Even as a fairly young
girl she was a great help at all Lions’
functions, she not only did as asked but
saw things needing to be done and took
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plaguy – Troublesome; annoying
2. Impennate – Without feathers or
wings
3. Hegemonic – Ruling; predominant
4. Hebetation – The act of making dull
or stupid
DRAWK
1. Coarse weeds growing in grain; wild
oats
2. Disgraceful; cheap
3. Of little or no consequence
4. Barren; unprofitable
FERMILLET
1. Hives
2. A buckle or clasp
3. A tobacco or money pouch
4. A jewler’s gouging tool for working
in a depression, as in engraving metal
TIMBROLOGY
1. The study of eye diseases and care
2. In political economy, the science of
commercial exchanges
3. The science or study of postage
stamps
4. The study of prehistoric birds
IMPRECATION
1. A curse
2. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace
3. A dashing or clashing
4. A tearing in pieces

Letters to
the Editor
Capturing The Essence
This note is in regards to the truly
magnificent article written by your
reporter Susan Dougherty, on the collaboration between our DCF Union
Campus Regional School and the
Union County Academy for Performing Arts, as published in the April 19,
2018 edition. Thank you Ms.
Dougherty for truly capturing the essence of what was accomplished that
day between our two schools, and for
your most excellent synopsis of the
day’s events. Our school’s staff, parents, and many supporters who came
out that day to the show have very
much enjoyed the article and accompanying photo, and we all appreciate
your newspaper’s coverage of this
very special day for the students and
all in attendance.
Lou Tortorelli
Supervisor of Ed.
Union Campus Regional School

Give The Independent
Voter A Say
This June 5, 2018, will be voter
primary. Again, the Independent voter
will be shut out. It’s time to stop this
tyranny against the Independent voter
in the primaries in New Jersey. We
the Independent voters are a manifestation of the democracy of the Founding Fathers. How dare the Board of
Elections deny our constitutional
right. To our elected officials in the
State of New Jersey, governor, state
senators and legislators, it’s time to
step up and out of the political affiliations and grant the primary vote to
the largest number of registered voters in our state.
This correction in voter rights
would spark voter turnout exponentially because it would give the Independent voter a say in the selection of
either Democrat or Republican candidates, which, in turn, give incentive
to come out and vote for a General
Election for all voters.
The archaic thinking has to stop
now. To all my Independent voters
along with Democratic and Republicans alike, have your voice heard.
Tell this government that is of the
people and by the people to grant the
right for all voters of the State of New
Jersey the right to vote on primary
day.
Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

the initiative to act. Over the years Sara,
too, has put her heart into Lionism. She
has done an outstanding job at making
our annual White Cane drive more successful. This is what allows us to give
scholarships at both the high school and
eighth grade levels, have the Halloween
parade, host the Union County blind
meetings, and much more.
I think this sort of commitment is of
huge value to a town like Garwood.
Peggy Briggs
Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Vacancy
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark and
Linden.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org
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A Position On The Illegal Aliens
Storming Our Borders

Commentary
Print Media v. Fake News and Social
Media’s Control Over What We Read
Editor’s Note: The following are
remarks given by Lauren S. Barr,
A&E Editor for The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, to the Rotary Club of Westfield
at its April 17 meeting.
Thank you for having me here with
you today. As Mr. [Tony] LaPorta said,
I am Lauren Barr from The Westfield
Leader, and the only thing I neglected
to put in my bio is that I grew up here
in Westfield and am a proud product of
the Westfield school system. Two
months ago, when Mr. LaPorta invited
The Leader here and I said that my
topic would be “Print Media vs. Fake
News and Social Media’s Control Over
What you Read,” I thought for sure
that you would all think I was just
paranoid. But as Joseph Heller said,
“Just because you’re paranoid doesn’t
mean they aren’t after you.”
Thankfully, the Russian involvement
in the proliferation of “fake news” and
their attempts to control what you read
have risen to the top of everyone’s feed
recently; and I was “lucky” enough to
get the notification from Facebook
that my information was used by Cambridge Analytica.
While I don’t subscribe to the
President’s definition of “fake news”
from outlets like CNN and MSNBC,
there is media bias on both sides and
plenty of fake news all over the Internet.
For years, I have been trying to explain
to my friends and family that every
single time they get an e-mail entitled
“warnings from law enforcement” they
should be wary. It took several years
for my sister-in-law and I to convince
my mother-in-law that the e-mails she
gets from her friends saying that fluoride is a neurotoxin are not true.
While social media is wonderful for
keeping up with our friends and relatives around the globe, and sharing
photos of my very adorable children, it
does have the equivalent functionality
of a string of forwards from my motherin-law that require a check on Snopes.
For the past several years I have
been talking about the dangers of the
Internet, and even many mainstream
websites. Wikipedia is a great example
of how false information is proliferated as fact. How many of you use
Wikipedia as a “reliable source?”
Would you be shocked to learn that
anyone can sign up as a contributor to
Wikipedia? I myself have found mistakes on Wikipedia, including in the
entry about Westfield.
Even though my kids think that I am
ancient, I still consider myself to be
relatively young, or at least I hope I am.
Growing up there was no Internet; when
you wanted to do research you went to
the Westfield Library or you checked
your Encyclopedia Britannica at home.
You never questioned where that information was coming from. Most people
treat the Internet with the same respect,
but it doesn’t deserve it. Anyone with a
credit card can reserve any domain and
build a website that looks credible.
While Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter have good qualities in their
ability to share information, they are
also the source for the proliferation of
fake news. All of the major news outlets covered the questioning of
Facebook’s founder in front of Congress last week. I learned nothing beyond what I already knew from Mr.
Zuckerberg’s lack of answers.
Facebook was interested in making
money and did not care who was advertising or what they were advertising. Anyone with money can buy a
Facebook ad. There is no screening
process, and I know because I’ve purchased Facebook ads and paid to boost
posts. No one asked me for credentials; no one cared about who I was,
what I was selling or if I actually
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on the18th day of
April, 2018 the Planning Board of the Township of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following action:
1. Application # PBA-17-00013:
Granted approval to Wells Fargo Bank,
NA, applicant, to permit minor site plan
approval to remove existing pneumatic
tube system within one lane of drive-thru
and replace with new ATM machine. Also
requesting to remove and replace existing
concrete island in drive-thru area on Block
187 Lot 17 as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 107 Miln Street in
the D-B Zone.

represent a real organization. They
don’t know or care if my Facebook
pages are even real organizations.
In its infancy, Facebook was a
method to rate hot girls at Harvard —
I’m not sure if Mr. Zuckerberg can
really claim to be a true supporter of
the #MeToo movement, but that’s a
topic for another day. Up until a couple
of years ago, when you logged in to
your account, your newsfeed was chronological. Much like Twitter, you could
scroll through and the posts from your
friends and the pages you followed
were all there in chronological order.
Facebook then announced that they
would change the feed, that their algorithms would show you what you
wanted to see, it would show you the
friends you interacted with most.
Facebook decided it knew you better
than you do. And we all allowed it.
The first time I truly realized that
Facebook was collecting all of my data
was three years ago. I needed a dress for
an event, and I looked at Lord & Taylor’s
website; there was a dress I liked, so I
came over here to North Avenue, tried
the dress on and bought it. For the next
several weeks, the exact dress that I had
looked at online and was now hanging
in my closet kept appearing in ads on
Facebook. I found it disturbing that
Facebook was using the cookie trail I
had left behind in my web browser to
target advertising to me.
Having been lucky enough to learn
on the Westfield schools’first computers in the Advanced Learning Program, I have been a computer geek for
most of my life. I love technology but
I am wary of it as well. I turn the
microphones off on my Alexa and
Google Home when I’m not using
them. While in this country we have no
laws to protect our privacy, or gain the
insight into how much data they are
collecting, in Great Britain it is another story – journalist Kashmir Hill,
who works for Gizmodo, turned her
apartment into a “smart home” only to
find out that Alexa was telling Amazon
something about her every three minutes and Hulu was selling her viewing
history to data brokers.
No matter how much I love computers, and no matter how much everyone
tells me that print media is dying, I
know and trust my newspapers. There
is much discussion among the industry
of how we must walk the fine line of
using social media to distribute information, while at the same time, not
endorsing it. Mr. Zuckerberg claims to
have changed his algorithms again to
highlight more real and local news, but
I haven’t seen it.
Legal newspapers like The Westfield
Leader, The Star-Ledger and The New
York Times; magazines like The New
Yorker, Time and Vanity Fair; they
hold themselves to a higher standard.
Don’t get me wrong, print media isn’t
perfect and is not infallible, and much
to my dismay, we will likely move to
an all-digital platform someday — but
when we do, we will carry with us the
standard for fact-based reporting. Until
the Internet, Facebook and Twitter start
employing fact checkers like these print
institutions, they will not be my trusted
sources and they should not be yours.

Councilman Frank Arena suggested
in his letter in the April 19, 2018 issue
of The Westfield Leader that the Union
County Mayors Against Illegal Guns
should also stake out a position on the
“illegal aliens storming our borders.”
Leaving aside the dog whistle nature
of such colorful language, coming
from an elected official no less, those
two problems are completely different issues and should not be treated as
related. One, common-sense gun reform, is an immediate issue of physical safety in the face of weapons of
mass killing meant for military use,
not sport or recreational use. The
very real gun problem in this country
concerns the instruments of death and
those who have free access to them –
it must be addressed at the national
and state level and soon. The youth
movement started by the Parkland
students will hopefully get Congress
(and state legislatures) to do so.
The other problem, the status of
“illegal aliens,” is also a national prob-

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

4. Adjourned till June 6, 2018, Application # PBA 18-00004: JGR Investment
Group LLC, applicant, 126 New Street,
Block 403 Lot 1, R-5 Zone seeking a minor
subdivision in the R-5 Zone. No variances
are being requested.
Donna Pedde
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/26/18, the Leader
Fee: $43.35

lem, but one of humanitarian, economic, social and, yes, political, issues. There is little or no threat of
mass shootings and mass death from
illegal immigrants – in fact nearly all
the mass shootings since Columbine
have been by white Americans using
automatic or semi-automatic assault
rifles, i.e., military grade weapons.
This problem also needs movement
from Congress, which has for too
long sat on its hands when reasonable
legislation has been proposed. To
portray and equate these issues together, gun violence and illegal immigrants, is a false characterization.
Instead of tarnishing one problem
with the other, without advancing reasonable resolution of either, let’s get
our elected leaders to deal with each
issue on its merits and do it now.
November 6 is barely six months
away.
Charles Stotter
Westfield

politics like us. This team heard our
ideas and then worked with us to
develop our platform. We are very
excited about this inclusive process,
which we feel represents true leadership, integrity and transparency in
government. We both feel very
strongly that the public deserves to
know what it is paying for, how it is
being paid for and how our local
government functions. It was humbling to sit around a table with our
team, being treated as equals while
hammering out the ideas which became our campaign platform.
Everything we have just written about
is what makes our team different. We
are a blend of vibrant new ideas tempered with the experience, wisdom and
understanding of a team who helped
build the Garwood we all live in today.
Our campaign is named “Garwood
Forward’ because we are committed to
improving both our town and its local
government while working as a team.
Along with Mayor Charles, we have
fresh ideas plus his experience and
institutional knowledge to achieve our
stated goals: Responsible budgeting
(both short and long term), increased
government transparency, proper support of our fire department, enhanced
support for the recreation commission,
returning a bulk pickup service to our
residents and responsible oversight of
current and future redevelopment
projects.
Please visit our team’s website at
www.garwoodforward.com/, follow
our Facebook page or read our handouts with our detailed platform distributed at your door. We look forward to meeting more of Garwood’s
residents and earning their support
and votes for the June 5 Primary
Election!
Jennyfer Guerrero
Vincent Kearney
Garwood (D) Candidates for Council

Back in the late 90s, my friend told
me he was voting for NJ Weedman,
an “activist” for the legalization of
marijuana. It was laughable then that
recreational marijuana would ever be
legal. But as NJ Weedman’s cases
wind their way through the legal system, it seems that there is a new
“activist” to take on the cause — New
Jersey Governor Phil Murphy.
Murphy vowed to make recreational
marijuana legal in his first 100 days.
When he was met with resistance by
the Legislature, he back doored a
plan to make it more accessible by
expanding the medical marijuana law
to include conditions such as anxiety.
Anxiety is nothing new but, in the
past, people with anxiety have been
told that getting high is not the answer. They must develop coping skills
because getting high, while may feel
good to some (not all) makes it difficult to function. Things like exercise,
hobbies and talk therapy have been
used and medications have been produced to relieve anxiety without the
side-effect of getting high and with
the added benefit of being a functioning member of society.
That’s not to cast aspersions on the
usefulness of marijuana for medical
purposes such as seizures which the

epilepsy foundation has noted has been
effective in limited studies. It’s the
recreational use that’s the problem.
According to the National Institute
on Drug Abuse, a New Zealand study
partially conducted by researchers at
Duke University showed that those
who used marijuana heavily in their
teens lost an average of eight IQ points
and those who quit marijuana in adulthood didn’t get those points back.
Does that sound like a good answer to
closing the achievement gap?
As to addiction, DSM-5 (the “bible”
of mental disorders used by mental
professionals and insurance companies alike) lists dependence and abuse
of marijuanaas “cannabis use disorder.” It’s like the old joke “marijuana
isn’t addictive, you should know, you
smoke it every day.”
Some have suggested that it is the
answer to the opioid epidemic. It’s reminiscent of the movie Annie Hall when
Alvie Singer wonders where his classmates wound up. One boy stands up and
says “I used to be a heroin addict, now
I’m a methadone addict.” So, we want to
change it to “I used to be an opioid
addict, now I’m a marijuana addict?
P. Justin Fahey
Westfield

He Understands That He Works For
You And You Alone
When starting a new job, you never
know what to expect, like if the people
you work with will help you acclimate or how long you will feel like the
“newbie.” Last summer, after finishing my first year at Rutgers Law
School, I had the privilege to start in
what I hoped would be my dream job
– a legal clerk at Disability Rights
New Jersey. I was excited at the opportunity to work with individuals
and families to fight, not just for their
rights, but also for their needs as
people with disabilities.
When I worked on projects with
Sean Benoit, he allowed me to do far
more than “boring” legal clerk research assignments. Sean gave me
the opportunity to work with him
advising clients, including on a case
that culminated into a trial in front of
an Administrative Law Judge. He is a
team player and someone who goes
above and beyond to help others.
With his support, I was offered and
accepted a position to continue during the school year.
Through my experience, I have
witnessed firsthand who Sean is at his
core. Sean always treated me with
respect as his colleague. Despite being a legal clerk, he invited me to take
a seat at the table, whether that be in
the office discussing strategy or second-chairing with him in the courtroom fighting to keep a child with
disabilities in his home and with his
family. Sean is a passionate, committed, and impressive advocate, while
always remaining humble. By always
carefully listening to the client’s needs
and finding a solution to alleviate

their concerns, Sean has proven to be
a great example of what it means to be
a champion for your client.
Having watched Sean in many professional situations, where he worked
with a variety of people, I can confidently say that Sean Benoit would be
a terrific elected official. Sean Benoit
will treat you, the people Garwood,
with respect and honesty, just like he
does his clients. He will listen to you
and respond to your concerns because he understands that he works
for you and you alone. He will advocate for issues that matter to you. I
wish him and the community he loves
much success.
Christina Schnyer
Garwood

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
Please take notice that there will be a
special public meeting of the Cranford
Historic Preservation Advisory Board on
Wednesday, May 30, 2018 at the
Cranford Community Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, at 7:30 pm to discuss the
proposal to designate Sunny Acres as
a Cranford Historic District. A copy of
the proposal is available for public inspection at the Township Zoning Office,
Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, 07016. All
interested parties are urged to attend.
Maureen Strazdon
Chairperson,
Historic Preservation Advisory Board
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $17.34

ACCIDENTS &
PERSONAL
INJURY LAW
CALL
JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000

2. Application # PBA-17-00012: Denied approval to SCODEE Properties, LLC,
applicant, for site plan approval for a subdivision of a single lot into two fully conforming lots with no variances and no
design waivers on Block 198 Lot 1 as
designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 112 Park Drive, in the R-1
Zone.
3. Adjourned till May 16, 2018, Application # PBA-17-000011: Sergio Martins
& Sandra F. Julio Martins, applicants, 116
Garden Street, Block 285 Lot 5, R-4 Zone
seeking a minor subdivision in the R-4
Zone. Minimum lot area required is 6,000
square feet and relief requested is minimum lot of 5,000 square feet as per Section 136 Attachment 1. Minimum lot width
is 60 feet and relief requested is minimum
lot width of 50 feet. Minimum combined
side yard required is 15 feet and relief
requested is 14.82 feet per Section 136
Attachment 1.
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Marijuana Doesn’t Sound Like Good
Answer to Closing Achievement Gap

‘What Makes Your Team Different
From The Others?’
The past few weeks have been a
whirlwind of activity for us as we took
our first campaign steps in Garwood.
Beginning with our “meet and greet”
event at the Westwood to conversations on sidewalks and front porches;
we have met so many wonderful people
in the Borough who have (patiently)
given us the opportunity to present
ourselves and our ideas on moving
Garwood forward. Thank you!
For those we haven’t had the chance
to meet yet, we want to share a little bit
about ourselves and how we came to be
running for Council with Mayor
Lombardo this year. We also want to
answer the question, “What makes your
team different from the others?,” which
we have been asked several times.
Jennyifer and her husband purchased
a home in Garwood about ten years
ago. She is a working mother of three
children who attend Lincoln School.
Jenn is a PSE&G contracts manager,
volunteers for the PSE&G March of
Dimes and as a chair for Adelante,
PSEG’s Hispanic/Latino Employee
Business Resource Group. Jenn is also
an active member of the Celebrations
Committee and is well known as cohostess of arguably the best Garwood
block party every summer.
Vincent and his wife also purchased
a home in Garwood about ten years
ago, after hearing what an excellent
place it would be to raise the family
they were planning to have. Their
twin sons will start at Lincoln School
in the fall. Vincent has worked in law
enforcement, first as a 9-1-1 dispatcher and later as a sworn officer,
for over twenty years. A Union native, Vincent volunteered as an emergency medical technician and volunteers his time to assist in the planning/
running of the Garwood Rocks street
fair.
We are both first-time candidates
who were asked to bring our individual ideas to the table by Mayor
Lombardo and the team after being
selected by the Garwood Democratic
Committee to run this year. Our very
experienced team consists of a former
Mayor, numerous former members
of the Council and people newer to
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Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,
Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.
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custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
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Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference
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www.dughihewit.com
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Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
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Hale Speaker to Discuss
‘Math Anxiety Gap’ May 2

Westfield Hist. Soc. to Honor
Mr. Corbin, Ms. Orlando
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will hold its 50th
Annual Dinner on Friday, May 11, at
the Echo Lake Country Club. The
general membership meeting and social/cocktail hour will start at 5 p.m.;
the Honorable Thomas H. Kean will
present the keynote address at 5:45
p.m. and dinner will begin at 6:30
p.m. During the Annual Dinner, the
Society will honor its President and
Trustees’ Award recipients for 2018.
Horace Corbin is the recipient of
this year’s Trustees’ Award. As publisher of Watchung Communications’
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Corbin
has been responsible for helping to
spread the news of the Westfield Historical Society since he started with
Watchung Communications more
than 20 years ago.
“The trustees of the Westfield Historical Society are grateful for his and
his publications’ support throughout
the years,” the organization stated.
“He has been a good friend to the
Society and has made notable contributions to the preservation of
Westfield’s heritage.”
Mary Orlando is the recipient of the
C. Houghton Birdsall President’s
Award. Ms. Orlando has been a dedicated volunteer for the Westfield Historical Society since the mid-1990s as
a volunteer at the Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheons. She also has
been involved in a wide variety of

positions, including the Westfield
Spring Fling booth, greeter at Westfield
Historical Society evening programs
at the municipal building, Christmas
trolley tours, gift wrapping at Lord &
Taylor and docent at the Reeve House
for various house tours.
Ms. Orlando helped with the
Society’s move into the Reeve House
and has assisted at AppleFest events
and Reeve House teas. “The WHS
President and trustees are most appreciative for her 25 years of dedication,” the organization stated.
The Annual Dinner is open to all
members of the community. Anyone
interested in attending is asked to contact the Westfield Historical Society at
(908) 654-1794 or by e-mail at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.
The cost is $95 for Westfield Historical Society members and $100 for
non-members. Interested persons are
asked to RSVP by Monday, April 30.
The Westfield Historical Society is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization has worked to preserve, interpret and encourage interest in history, Westfield and its residents through educational efforts and
community outreach programs.
For further information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
activities, or to volunteer, call (908)
654-1794
or
visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the Society on Facebook.

GWACC Marks 70th Year
At Gala; Duprees Perform
WESTFIELD — The Greater
WestfieldArea Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC) celebrated its 70th anniversary at a gala that took place Thursday at The Primavera Regency in
Stirling. The 185 attendees enjoyed a
two-hour cocktail party followed by
coffee and dessert served in the ballroom by the Primavera staff. The
Duprees performed a 45-minute set of
some of their biggest hits and some
contemporary songs as well.
The Chamber began operation in
April 1948, meeting at the Rialto
Theatre, and has grown from the
original 29 members to over 500.
Baron Drugs was one of the first
members of the organization.
The honorees of the Gala were
Jeff and Andy Arkin of Adlers Jewelers and Dave Williams of Williams Nursery from Westfield, who
received the Founder’s Award.
Chris Schiavone of Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains and
Ron Shovlin of Shovlin Mattress
Factory of Fanwood were afforded
the Business Leader of the Year
Award. And Gary Patti of Gold
Medal Fitness in Garwood was the
recipient of the Inspirational Business Leader Award. Mayor Al Smith
of Scotch Plains, Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle and Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar made
their presentations to the honorees. Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) presented Gene
Jannotti, executive director of
GWACC, with a New Jersey State
proclamation.
Major sponsors of the Gala were
the Northfield Bank, Two River

Library Invites Teens
For Star Wars Craft
SCOTCH PLAINS — Teens in
grades 5 to 12 are invited to the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Friday, May
4, at 3:30 p.m., for a Star Wars-themed
craft. For more information or to register, visit scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Community Bank, DiPaolo Physical Therapy, Spencer Savings
Bank, Designer Appliances, Vine
Ripe Market and Patricia & Paul.
The Gala raised more than $12,000
for the GWACC Foundation, a
501(c)(3) non-profit communitybased philanthropic organization. Its
primary purpose is to provide funds
for local college scholarships and nonprofit organizations.
Since 2016, the GWACC Foundation has already awarded over
$7,000 in scholarships to collegebound students in financial need
who are seeking a business degree
and have demonstrated excellence
in academics and community service. It also has contributed over
$3,000 in community grants to area
programs and local non-profit service organizations that make the
community a special place to work,
live and raise families.

Coding, After-School
Club Open to Teens
SCOTCH PLAINS — Teens in
grades 5 to 12 are invited to the Coding Club at the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Wednesday, May 2, at 6
p.m. The library will provide Microsoft
Surface tablets and iPads, along with
suggestions for websites and programs
that can teach useful coding skills. No
registration is required but space is
limited and tablets will be distributed
on a first-come, first-served basis.
The library’s after-school club is
held every Monday and Wednesday,
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., in the downstairs meeting room. Students in
grades 5 to 8 are invited to relax,
socialize, complete homework, play
games, have snacks and explore maker
activities with friends. The afterschool club will not meet on Monday,
May 28, because the library will be
closed for Memorial Day.
For more information, visit
scotlib.org,
e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.
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FESTIVE VISIT...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
gather at the lunch table during a recent visit to the Women’s Trauma Unit at
Lyons Veterans Medical Center in Lyons. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alice
Cowell, Diana Kazazis, Paula Long, Beth Siano and Cathy Becker. Rake and Hoe
members also led a floral-arranging workshop for the women veterans.

Rake and Hoe Brightens
Day For Women Veterans
WESTFIELD — The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westeld hosted a luncheon and oral-arranging workshop
March 26 for the women veterans of
the Women’s Trauma Unit at Lyons
Veterans Medical Center in Lyons.
An array of dishes was provided by
Mazzella’s Gourmet Market of
Mountainside, with beverages and
desserts donated by Trader Joe’s of
Westfield. After lunch the women
designed and made oral arrangements
under the guidance of Rake and Hoe
members. In addition to their unique
oral creations, each woman left with
a goodie bag full of treats and gifts.
This event was one of several community projects that Rake and Hoe

holds each year to honor and show
appreciation for America’s veterans.
To read more about Lyons Veterans
Medical Center and the services it
provides for United States military
heroes, visit newjersey.va.gov/.
The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
affiliated with the Garden Club of
New Jersey and the National Garden
Club, Inc. The club meets on the
second Wednesday of the month at
noon at the Scotch Hills Country Club
in Scotch Plains. Membership is open
to residents of Westfield and surrounding towns. For more information, call
Jeanne Marie Ryan at (908) 654-0271
or visit the club’s website,
rakeandhoe.org, or its Facebook page.

Multiple Youth Activities
Set April 30 at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
announced various programs for
youth taking place at the library on
Monday, April 30.
The Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
will meet at 6 p.m. Meetings will
continue to be held on the last Monday of every month, unless otherwise
noted. TAB is the Scotch Plains teen
volunteer group for patrons in grades
6 to 12. During meetings, teen staff
discusses upcoming volunteer opportunities and events and teens can give
their input on what programs and
materials they would like to see in the
library. Anyone not currently a member of TAB and interested in joining
is asked to fill out an application and
turn it in to Dana Vocht, the Scotch
Plains Library’s teen librarian.
Following the TAB meeting, the

Genealogy Program
Set at Local Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present a
program entitled “Getting Started
with Genealogy” on Saturday, May
5, at 2 p.m.
Jane Thoner, genealogy librarian
at the Plainfield Public Library, will
introduce participants to the basic
principles and cover how to best
use the Scotch Plains Public
Library’s genealogy resources, including Ancestry Library, Heritage
Quest, and the local Digital Archives. Attendees will be able to
start their own family tree chart.
To register for this program, visit
scotlib.org,
e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center of the township.

Harry Potter Club will meet at 7 p.m.
for crafts, trivia and Harry Potterthemed fun. This event is free and
limited to students in grades 6 to 12.
For more information, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204; e-mail
library@scotlib.org, or stop by the
library Reference Desk. To learn about
other upcoming teen activities, check
out the library website, scotlib.org/
teens.
The Teen Anime Club also will meet
at 7 p.m. that evening for conversation
and activities. Attendees will explore
manga, watch “Fairy Tail,” make crafts
and enjoy snacks. Registration is required. This club is for teens in grades
6 to 12 only. To register, visit
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or visit the Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

WESTFIELD — Curing the “math school math club.
Ms. Overdeck, author of five Bedanxiety gap” that affects people on all
education levels will be the focus of time Math books, is piloting her new
an upcoming Hale Speaker Series math program, “Up the Ladder,” in
third-grade classes in
presentation by a former
Westfield schools.
Westfield resident.
An
alumna
of
Laura
Bilodeau
Princeton University,
Overdeck, who was
where she received a devaledictorian of the
gree in astrophysics, Ms.
Class of 1987 at
Westfield High School,
Overdeck holds a Master of Business Adminwill speak about “Truth
istration degree in pubin Numbers” at the talk
slated for Wednesday,
lic policy from the
Wharton School of BusiMay 2, at 7 p.m., at the
Westfield Memorial Liness at the University of
brary. The 45-minute
Pennsylvania.
The Hale Speaker Sespeech will be followed
Laura Overdeck
ries is named in honor of
by a 15-minute questhe late Anne and Lee
tion-and-answer period.
The library is located at 550 East Hale, who were active members of the
Westfield community. The series is
Broad Street.
Ms. Overdeck is founder and presi- hosted by the Friends of the Westfield
dent of Bedtime Math, a nonprofit Memorial Library and funded through
organization focused on math educa- grants from the Anne and Lee Hale
tion for young children. Bedtime Math Fund and the Thomas Glasser Founprovides a daily e-mail with a math dation. Upcoming speakers in the 2018
problem that children can do with series include Josh Albertson, who
their parents, much like a bedtime will talk about digital media on Octostory; more than 70,000 subscribers ber 3, and Carol Tener, whose Novemutilize the service. The organization ber 7 speech will focus on Westfield’s
also sponsors a free nationwide after- “architectural gems.”

Senior Council to Spotlight
Housing and Transportation
GARWOOD — The Senior Citizens Council of Union County will
hold a special program on Tuesday,
May 8, entitled “Housing & Transportation: Your Community Connections.” This event will take place at
The Westwood, located at 438 North
Avenue, Garwood.
“Housing and transportation are our
connections to the community. Most
of us want to stay where we are. But
over time, will we be able to continue
living in the same home? How will
we be able to get to the places we need
to go?” asked Ellen Steinberg, chairwoman of the Senior Council.
Doors will open at 9 a.m. with a
continental breakfast and an exhibitor
room, showcasing offerings from Arbor Terrace, UBER, Investors Bank,
CVS, and many more companies and
government agencies including Social
Security and Union County Paratransit.
There also will be free on-site health
screenings from sponsor Trinitas Regional Medical Center as well as Overlook Medical Center. The panel discussion will begin at 10:15 a.m.
The experts on the panel will discuss housing and transportation solutions to keep older adults in their

communities. Karen Frank of Back
Home Safely will discuss home
modifications that can enable individuals to remain in their house.
Maria Owens of Arbor Terrace will
address independent living considerations for today and over time.
Elizabeth Fennik, executive director
of the Westfield Senior Citizen Housing Corporation, will explain costs
and application procedures.
Karen Alexander, senior manager
of Voorhees Transportation Center,
will describe the state plans that are
underway to support the transportation needs of senior citizens. Union
County Paratransit will feature a segment on how it is modernizing its
service to better serve the community. A representative from UBER
will discuss the ride service, including safety concerns and whether one
needs a smartphone to use it.
The event will end at 11:45 a.m.
There is no charge for this program.
For more information or to RSVP,
call the Senior Citizens Council of
Union County at (908) 964-7555.
The Senior Citizens Council is a
non-profit organization devoted to
living longer and living smarter.

Youth Chess Club
Posts May Sessions
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Youth
Chess Club will meet at the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Wednesdays, May 9 and 23, from 6 to 7:30
p.m. Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders ages 7 to 16 are invited to
participate in the chess club, led by
instructor Errol Singh.
Pre-registration is required for the
chess club and is limited to Scotch
Plains and Fanwood cardholders. To
register, go to wonderprep.com/
chess_manager.
Space is limited. For more information, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, e-mail library@scotlib.org or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

FEEL THIS MOMENT...Denise Maran, sales associate in the Westfield Office,
accepted her award with the ownership team at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
New Jersey Properties for being the number eight agent companywide in 2017.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Steve Janett, Nancy Litwin, Ms. Maran, Seymour
Litwin and Bill Keleher.

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Fetes Top Sales Professionals at Gala
SOMERSET, N.J. – On March 22,
2018,
Berkshire
Hathaway
HomeServices New Jersey Properties celebrated the 2017 achievements
of the company’s top sales teams and
agents whose efforts helped clients
and customers throughout northern
and central New Jersey realize their
dreams of home ownership.
Set against the backdrop of the
New York City skyline, the “Feel
This Moment” awards gala was hosted
at Liberty House in Jersey City and
recognized the top agents and teams
in each of the company’s 19 offices.
Among the outstanding awards were
“Office of the Year,” which was
awarded to the Watchung Office and
Russell Williams, manager, and “Humanitarian of the Year,” which was
awarded to Patricia “Patty” Bishop,
sales associate in the West Essex Regional Office. The evening’s celebration culminated in the presentation of
New Jersey Properties’ 2017 Pinnacle
Group — the top-ranked agents and
teams among 800 sales professionals
companywide — with 27 agents and
15 teams qualifying for membership
last year. In the Pinnacle Group countdown, Sam Joseph, sales associate in
the Montclair Office, was honored as
the company’s number one agent; and
the Orsini Team, Lauren Orsini, broker-associate/team leader in the West
Essex Regional Office, was honored
as the number one team.
In honor of the night’s awards recipients, “The Rhythm Shop” — one
of the top five bands in the tri-state
area that exudes high energy and
show-stopping performances — delivered hours of dancing, singing, and
group ensembles all night.

“This year’s beautiful awards gala
was a fitting tribute to and reflection of
our company’s most accomplished
sales professionals,” noted Bill
Keleher, chairman and chief executive officer at New Jersey Properties.
“Our theme, ‘Feel This Moment,’ captured the defining difference in our top
teams and agents who embrace their
business and achieve more for themselves and the buyers and sellers they
serve. We congratulate all of those
recognized, particularly our Pinnacle
Group members, and wish our agents
continued success in the year ahead.”
For more information about Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices New
Jersey Properties, home buying and
selling throughout northern and central New Jersey, and/or career opportunities, please visit BHHSNJ.com.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
New Jersey Properties is an independently owned and operated real estate
company and affiliate member of the
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
network. Serving northern and central
New Jersey with more than 800 sales
associates in 19 offices, the full-service residential and commercial brokerage perennially ranks among the
nation’s top 100 brokerages for sales
volume and offers residential resale,
new construction, luxury collection,
rental and commercial properties as
well as relocation, mortgage, title and
home warranty services. For more information, visit www.bhhsnj.com or
contact the corporate office in
Somerset, N.J., at (800)-LIVE-IN-NJ
(800-548-3466).
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Library Events to Feature
Cardio, Vases, Dumplings

Photo courtesy of Good Shepherd Home

A HOME AND HOPE...Sister Jane Mankaa is pictured with some of the many
orphans she cares for at the Good Shepherd Home in Cameroon. The Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford will hold a bake sale this Sunday, April 29, from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., to benefit the orphans.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Aid Orphans’ Home

Knights Brunch to Aid
Persecuted Christians
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Westfield Council No. 1711 of the
Knights of Columbus will sponsor a
Beer Brunch and Mimosa Fundraiser
this Sunday, April 29, beginning at 11
a.m., to benefit persecuted Christians
living in the Middle East.
The event will be held at the Knights
of Columbus Council Hall, located at
2400 North Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Through the Knights’ Christian Refugee Relief Fund, humanitarian assistance is provided to those Christians
in Syria, Iraq and surrounding areas
who are fighting for survival.
The suggested donation for the
brunch is $30 for adults and $15 for
children age 15 and younger. For
more information, contact Ben Chiang
at bchiang@quietriver.net.
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Congregation Beth Israel
Schedules Open House

WESTFIELD — The month of cardholders and MURAL patrons.
May will arrive at the Westfield
A program on making Chinese
Memorial Library with three new dumplings will be featured on Satexercise, craft and cooking pro- urday, May 5, at 2 p.m., when Chargrams for adults. The library is lotte Lee will divulge her family
located at 550 East
recipes to patrons.
Broad Street.
From making the
Cardio Toning will
dough and filling from
be presented on Tuesscratch to learning the
days, May 1, 8, 15 and
intricacies of wrap22, at 7 p.m. each
ping dumplings, this
evening, by librarian/
class will introduce
fitness enthusiast Mary
participants to the art
Piekarski. Designed for
of homemade Chinese
beginners to experidumplings. Attendees
enced exercisers, this
are urged to bring an
class combines lowapron and a container
impact aerobics with
if they would like to
calisthenics to provide
take home their crea complete workout in
ations.
Charlotte Lee
an hour. Participants,
Ms. Lee discovered
who may take one, two, three or her passion for cooking while spendfour classes, should bring a mat or ing time in the kitchen with her
towel. Weights are optional. Ms. mother and grandmother. Today she
Piekarski taught classes at the continues this tradition with her own
Piscataway Library for many years. family. Due to the hands-on nature
Registration currently is available of this class, registration is limited.
for Westfield resident cardholders Registration presently is available
and MURAL patrons.
for Westfield resident cardholders
On Wednesday, May 2, at 2 p.m., only, but beginning Saturday, April
librarian Marsha Bryant will dem- 28, MURAL patrons also may regonstrate how to make vases from ister, space permitting.
wine bottles. This craft is designed
MURAL cardholders belong to
for beginners or experienced the 44 libraries that are part of the
crafters. Ms. Bryant has led craft- Middlesex Union Reciprocal Agreeing programs in many other librar- ment Libraries. Interested persons
ies throughout the course of her are encouraged to visit the Westfield
career. Most recently, she held a Memorial Library website,
popular workshop at the Westfield wmlnj.org, and click on the “About
Library on making stylish scarves Us” tab to see which libraries parfrom T-shirts. Due to the hands-on ticipate. To register for any of these
nature of this class, registration is programs, visit wmlnj.org and click
limited. Registration currently is on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
available for Westfield resident 789-4090, option 0.

CRANFORD — The Trinity
Cranford Episcopal Church will host a
charity bake sale fundraiser this Sunday, April 29, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. It will take place in Sherlock Hall
at Trinity Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford.
“Proceeds will benefit the Good
Shepherd Home for Children in
Cameroon that cares for orphaned children,” said Marion Nechuta, Trinity’s
Outreach Team leader. “We are happy
to help support this important, lifegiving work.
“Trinity Cranford sponsors two of
the orphans, Daniella and Musuga,”
Mrs. Nechuta continued. “We invite
everyone to join us helping the orphans.”
The Good Shepherd Home for Children is the brainchild of Sister Jane
Mankaa, who dedicates her life to nurturing the orphans of her country. It is
located in the North West Province of
Cameroon, an area of West Africa with
50,000 orphaned children. More than
150 of them have found a home at Good
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Shepherd, where they are sheltered,
fed, clothed, educated and loved.
Sister Jane does not turn any child
away and no child is put up for adoption. The children live in a loving family environment with over 150 brothers
and sisters. For more information about
the Good Shepherd Home, visit
goodshepherdhome.org/.
Trinity Episcopal Church is a family
church that has been serving area families since 1872. Sunday services are at
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Trinity also provides
Trinity Episcopal Day School (TEDS),
which is a state-licensed facility serving children from 2½ years through
Kindergarten.

CELEBRATED CAREER...Charles Banks, organist, choirmaster and conductor at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield, winds up his tenure with the
church this spring after 31 years. A celebration of his long career with St. Paul’s
will take place this Sunday, April 29, following the 10 a.m. service. Mr. Banks
will conduct the St. Paul’s Choir and members of the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra in his final Spring Concert as director of music at the church the
following Sunday, May 6, at 7 p.m.

Charles Banks to Take
Final Bow at St. Paul’s
WESTFIELD — Charles Banks
celebrates 31 years of music ministry
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and
will take his final bow as organist,
choirmaster and conductor this spring.
The congregation will celebrate with
Mr. Banks this Sunday, April 29, following the 10 a.m. service. Attendees
will have an opportunity to greet Mr.
Banks, enjoy a photo presentation
and otherwise reminisce and share 31
years of memories. A “purse,” a longstanding tradition in bidding farewell, will be presented to Mr. Banks.
A graduate of Westminster Choir
College, Mr. Banks holds a Bachelor
of Music in Sacred Music and a Master of Music in Organ Performance
summa cum laude. He has been
praised for his work with the St. Paul’s
adult and children’s choirs, including
his fund-raising skills for the Friends
of Music at St. Paul’s. He has been an
integral part of St. Paul’s parish life
during his tenure. Choir members and

parishioners avow that he will be
sorely missed. Mr. Banks also is appreciated for his continued enthusiasm for the monthly service held at
Genesis Health Care Center in
Westfield, having long been a champion for senior citizens.
Between 2003 and 2005, Mr. Banks
supervised the purchase, construction and installation of the church’s
new pipe organ. Since then, Mr.
Banks, a gifted organist, has displayed
his virtuosity performing on this
prized organ, with its four manuals,
55 pipe ranks, and 114 digital voices.
Mr. Banks will conduct the St.
Paul’s Choir and members of the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra in his
final Spring Concert as director of
music at St. Paul’s on Sunday, May 6,
at 7 p.m. The church is located at 414
East Broad Street, Westfield. There is
a suggested donation of $20 per person; accompanied children will be
admitted with no charge.

Wed. Morning Club Posts
Author Visit, Luncheon
CRANFORD — Two events in May
will bring another year for The Wednesday Morning Club to a close. The
club’s next business meeting will be
held on Wednesday, May 2, at 10 a.m.
Club President Sue Driscoll will introduce guest speaker Geri Livelli. The
meeting will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. The public is invited.
Ms. Livelli lives in Cranford and is
an active member of the community.
She is the author of a bittersweet love
story entitled “The Cameo.” Her novel
is set in the late 1800s and tells the
story of Sofia Stewart and Billy Ryan.
Their plans to marry are abruptly
interrupted but circumstance enters
to keep their lives entwined. The story
celebrates the survival of the human
spirit during times of sorrow and
change in the world brought about by
World War I.
The club’s second event is its annual luncheon at the Baltusrol Country Club in Springfield on Friday,

May 11, at 11:30 a.m.
For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call VicePresident Carolyn Moran at (908)
233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Blood Drive to Be
Held on Monday
CRANFORD — New Jersey Blood
Services, a division of New York Blood
Center, has announced that a blood
drive will take place on Monday, April
30, from 3 to 7:30 p.m., at the Orange
Avenue School. The school is located
at 901 Orange Avenue, Cranford.
All donors will receive a $15-off
Jiffy Lube coupon. Donors are encouraged to eat and drink prior to the
blood drive and to bring identification with them. To sign up online,
visit tinyurl.com/OrangeAveBD.
Walk-ins also will be welcome. For
more information, call 1-(800) 9332566 or visit nybloodcenter.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congregation Beth Israel will hold an open
house for prospective members on
Sunday, May 6, from 10:45 a.m. until
noon. Prospective congregants will
have the opportunity to tour the synagogue and its religious school and to
meet Congregation Beth Israel’s leadership. The open house will take place
during the religious school’s end-ofyear celebration. Sponsored by the
synagogue’s Men’s Club, the event is
free to the community.
The end-of-year party will feature
a barbecue, refreshments and games
for children of all ages. Attendees
also will be able to help support
charities by participating in craft and
sports activities at “Mitzvah Booths”
run by religious-school students in
grade 6.
“This is a wonderful way to end the
school year,” said Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of
Congregation Beth Israel. “It’s also a
great opportunity for us to welcome
prospective members and have them
meet the children, parents, teachers
and volunteers that make up our closeknit synagogue family.”
Congregation Beth Israel has been
recognized as an ABLE Awarded
Congregation by the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest for its
commitment to inclusion and accommodation for all its members.
“We are committed to inclusion at

CBI. If you or your child have a
challenge that makes religious school
and/or synagogue participation difficult, please contact us so that we
can work with you to make the necessary accommodations,” said Ms.
Buchbinder.
Congregation Beth Israel educates
students from kindergarten through
10th grade through experiential
grade-specific programs that encompass the family in its curriculum.
Classes for children from kindergarten through second grade meet on
Sundays. Religious school for grades
3 to 7 meets two days per week, on
Sundays and Wednesdays.
Synagogue membership is not required for children to attend the religious school for programs through
second grade. However, families
with children below third grade have
the option of joining the synagogue
at a reduced rate and enjoying full
benefits of synagogue membership,
including High Holiday tickets.
Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative synagogue,
serving the religious, cultural, educational and social needs of congregants
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield and surrounding towns.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains, at
the corner of Martine Avenue. For
more information, call Gail Beckman
Buchbinder at (908) 889-1830.

Kentucky Derby Party To
Benefit JLEP Scholarships
CRANFORD — The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) will
host “A Day at the Races,” a Kentucky Derby Party, on Saturday, May
5, from 4 to 8 p.m., at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515 Springfield Avenue, Westfield. This event
will celebrate the JLEP’s 95th anniversary and raise money to support its
scholarship fund.
Tickets to the event start at $120,
which includes food, wine and beer.
Additional sponsorship opportunities
are available to both individuals and
businesses. Several items will be
raffled off including four Yankee Delta
Sky 360 tickets to a game of the
winner’s choice; a Louis Vuitton handbag; rounds of golf at Plainfield Country Club, Echo Lake Country Club
and Shackamaxon Country Club, and
individual and family portrait sessions. The day of the event attendees
also will be able to place blind “bets”
on the race and purchase 50/50 raffle
tickets. Tickets to the benefit can be
purchased on EventBrite at
jlepderbyparty2018.eventbrite.com
or reserved by e-mailing
derbyparty@jlepnj.org or calling
(908) 709-1177. Monetary donations
to the scholarship fund in lieu of
attendance also can be made through
any of these channels.
The JLEP was founded in 1923
as an organization of women committed to promoting volunteerism,
developing the potential of women
and improving the community
through the effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers.
The JLEP has implemented its mis-

sion through its projects,
fundraisers and local and national
advocacy efforts. Among its annual commitments to the community is to support young women
who share the JLEP’s passion by
awarding scholarships to collegebound high-school seniors who
have demonstrated a commitment
to improving their community by
donating their time and utilizing
their talents. Some of these young
women have organized screenings
for organ donations, championed
peer counseling for at-risk teens or
started their own non-profit organizations that continue to flourish.
Since 1990 the JLEP has awarded
more than 70 scholarships to young
women in the community in excess
of $100,000.
To find out more about the Day
at the Races fundraiser, the
League’s scholarship program or
becoming a member, contact the
League at (908) 709-1177, via email at office@jlepnj.org or visit
its website at jlepnj.org.

Library Announces
Hypertension Clinic
SCOTCH PLAINS — The township nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, May 8,
from 10 a.m. to noon. No registration
is required.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

INJURED?

LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
Do you really want to deal with
the insurance companies yourself?
I can help.
Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience
In New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Slips & Falls
Dog Bite Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

John Chang, D.D.S.

No Fee If No Recovery
Call Me For A Free Consultation

908-232-1231

Board Certified
Board Certified

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com
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Portia Checchio, A Wonderful, Loving
Life, An Example For All to Follow
Portia (Schuler) Checchio passed
She was an avid tennis player and
away peacefully at home on member of The Hilltop Tennis Club
Wednesday, March 21, at the age in Fanwood, where she also spent
of 92. She was predeceased by her social time with members and
husband of 66 years, Mauro A. friends at her pool next door. Portia
Checchio, in 2015. Born in Orient, was also part of a traveling team for
Iowa, and raised in Oskaloosa, the West Orange Tennis Club. AdIowa, by Gertrude and Russel ditionally, she was involved in a
Schuler, Portia relobowling league at Blue
cated to Scotch Plains,
Star Bowling.
N.J., following her marPortia was a protecriage to Mauro, and aftor of wildlife and gave
ter both had graduated
refuge to any animal
from the University of
needing a home, domesIowa. They lived in
tic or wild, at their AcaScotch Plains for the recia Road property. She
mainder of their lives
especially loved the
and were active in local
birds who visited the
politics, community
feeders in her backplanning, and historical
yards, the deer that
preservation.
roamed in her woods,
As a homemaker, suband most recently the
stitute teacher, and
turkey who visited
bookkeeper, Portia
Portia Checchio
daily. Her favorites
touched many lives over
were the families of carthe course of her life. She cared dinals as well as the ducks, geese,
deeply about her community, main- and cranes who returned annually
taining her various properties, and to raise their families on the ponds
tending to the many children and at her home. She also loved colanimals that visited her home. She lecting antiques, porcelains, and
welcomed and cared for anyone in stamps as a hobby.
need, and lived a full life with grace,
Portia is survived by her five chilhumility, and charity. She was a dren, Mark (Bobbi) Checchio, Portia
much loved and respected sister, Sue (Craig) Perrotty, Polly Schlegel,
mother, grandmother, and second John Checchio and James (Sharon)
mother to many, as well as a be- Checchio, as well as seven grandchilloved aunt to her many nieces and dren, Anthony and Maura Checchio,
nephews whom she loved deeply. Nick Perrotty, Chris Schlegel, Portia
She will be sadly missed by anyone (Greg) Reid, Luke and Cara Checchio,
who had the pleasure of her pres- and two great-grandchildren, Eleanor
ence in their lives. She was a faith- and Vivian Reid. She is also survived
ful and loyal friend to many, and by her brother, Harland Schuler of
her counsel was full of wisdom and Indiana, and numerous nieces and
thoughtfulness. Her love of friends nephews.
and family knew no bounds.
The family thanks her many
She was an active member of friends for their visits, especially
The College Club of Fanwood- Phyliss, her niece, Marie Leppert,
Scotch Plains and a dedicated Ona, Fanny and her family for their
worker for the Scotch Plains Re- loving care of Portia and the joy
publican Club (Women’s) while her they brought to her.
husband was mayor on council and
At Portia’s request, a Celebrauntil present. She was a founding tion of Life will take place at The
member of the Historical Society Shady Rest at Scotch Hills Golf
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood, an Club on Sunday, May 6, 2018, from
alternate on the Historical Preser- noon until 4 p.m.
vation Commission and a trustee
The family of Portia has asked
for the Historical Society. She also for donations and contributions to
was involved in Deborah Hospital. be made to the Scotch PlainsFanwood Rotary Frazee House, the
PUBLIC NOTICE
John Shippen Foundation, or St.
John’s Baptist Church.
UNION COUNTY
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE HEREBY GIVEN that the following Resolution No. 2018-315 was
adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, at their
Regular Meeting, which was held on April
19, 2018.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following
statements of Revenues and Appropriations shall constitute the Budget of the
County of Union for Fiscal Year 2018; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said
Budget be published in the Star Ledger in
the issue of April 25, 2018; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
hearing on the Budget and Tax Resolution
will be held at the Union County Administration Building, on May 17, 2018 at 7:00
P.M. at which time and place objections to
said Budget and Tax Resolution for the
Fiscal Year 2018 may be presented by
taxpayers and other interested persons:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union does hereby
Approve and Introduce the Budget for the
Fiscal Year 2018.
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $27.54

April 26, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 4/19/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2018-341
AWARDED TO: Western World Insurance Company, Franklin Lake, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide liability coverage
for ambulances owned and operated by
the County Emergency Services
PERIOD: April 26, 2018-April 25, 2019
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$13,036.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
(908) 232-8787
· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

– Obituaries –
Frank A. Cutler, Jr., 97, Beloved
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Longtime Westfield resident, sone and the second-generation antiFrank A. Cutler, Jr., 97, passed away inflammatory and analgesic comon Wednesday, April 18, 2018, in pounds which followed. Frank was a
his sleep.
pioneer in the developBorn in 1920 in Pana,
ment of computer-based
Ill., he was the youngest
systems for chemical
of seven children. He exstructures and reactions,
celled at math and sciand their linkage to bioence at Pana (Ill.) Townlogical data.
ship High School. He also
Frank enjoyed tennis,
spent time playing the
swimming, radio commuoboe in the school orchesnications, and singing in
tra, and participating in
the choir. He loved listenthe theater program. In
ing to classical music, par2004, he was inducted
ticularly the organ recitals
into Pana High School’s
at The Presbyterian
Wall of Fame.
Church in Westfield.
Frank graduated with a
Frank is survived by his
degree in chemical engi- Frank A. Cutler, Jr. wife, Lauramae; three
neering as Valedictorian
sons, William, Robert
of the University of Illinois Class of (Elizabeth) and James (Cheryl); four
1942 (Bronze Tablet). His graduate grandchildren and three great-grandstudies at the University of Minne- children.
sota were interrupted in 1944 when
Frank’s memorial visitation will be
he joined the B.F. Goodrich from 1 to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April
Company’s effort to develop syn- 28, 2018, at Gray Funeral Home, 318
thetic rubber. While in Akron, Ohio, East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. The
he met his future wife, Miss graveside service and burial will folLauramae Weber. They were mar- low at 2:30 p.m. Saturday at the Revoried in 1946. Frank was awarded a lutionary Cemetery, 140 Mountain
predoctoral fellowship by the Na- Avenue, Westfield. Please go to
tional Research Council to allow him grayfuneralhomes.com to offer conto graduate from the University of dolences.
Minnesota with a Ph.D. in Organic
Memorial contributions may be
Chemistry in 1948.
made to: University of Illinois FounImmediately following his gradu- dation, 1305 W. Green Street, MCation, Frank joined Merck Research 386, Urbana, IL 61801; please desigLaboratories in Rahway, N.J., where nate Chemical and Biomedical Engihe worked as a scientist until his neering Partners Fund, in memory of
retirement in 1992. He has been Frank A. Cutler, or to The Presbyteawarded 14 patents related to the rian Church in Westfield.
April 26, 2018
synthesis of the landmark drug corti-

Scotch Plains Library Lists
May Book Club Dates
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
its book club meeting schedule.
The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, May 7, at 7 p.m., to
discuss “Karolina’s Twins” by
Ronald H. Balson. From the author
of “Once We Were Brothers” comes
a saga inspired by true events of a
Holocaust survivor’s quest to fulfill
a promise, return to Poland, and find
two sisters lost during World War II.
On Tuesday, May 15, at 1 p.m.,
the Afternoon Book Club will meet
to discuss “Hidden Figures” by
Margot Lee Shetterly. “Hidden Figures” tells the true story of a group
of exceptionally-talented AfricanPUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY
BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
following Resolution No. 2018-313 was
adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, at their
Regular Meeting, which was held on April
19, 2018
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 eq.seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual
budget, a county shall limit any increase in
said budget up to 2.5% unless authorized
by Resolution to increase it to 3.5% over
the previous year’s County tax levy, subject to certain exceptions; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15b provides that a county may, when authorized
by Resolution, appropriate the difference
between the amount of its actual final
County tax levy and the 3.5% rate as an
exception to its final tax levy in either of the
next two (2) succeeding years; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union finds it
advisable and necessary to provide the
County with maximum fiscal flexibility to
increase its CY 2018 tax levy up to the
3.5% over the previous year’s County tax
levy, in the interest of promoting health,
safety and welfare of the citizens; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Freeholders hereby determines that a 1.0%
increase in the budget for said year,
amounting to $2,556,978.29 in excess of
the increase in final County tax levy otherwise permitted by the Local Government
Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Freeholders hereby determines that any amount
authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final County
tax levy in either of the next two succeeding years:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, a majority of the full
authorized membership of this governing
body affirmatively concurring, that, in the
CY 2018 budget year, the final tax levy of
the County of Union shall, in accordance
with this Resolution and N.J.S.A. 40A:445.14, be increased by 1.0%, amounting
to $2,556,978.29 and the CY 2018 county
budget of the County of Union be approved and adopted in accordance with
this Resolution; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any
amount authorized hereinabove that is not
appropriated as part of the final budget
shall be retained as an exception to final
appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
certified copy of the Resolution be published and a public hearing be held on May
17, 2018 at least ten (10) days after publication date of this Resolution and that the
Freeholders will vote to authorize this Resolution after the conduct of the public hearing; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
certified copy of the Resolution as introduced be filed with the Director of Local
Government Services within five (5) days
of introduction of the Resolution; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a
certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Director of Local Government Services within five (5) days of adoption, and that a copy of this Resolution be
forwarded to the County Manager and
Director of Finance.
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $71.91

American female mathematicians
who used pencils, slide rules and
adding machines to calculate the
numbers that would launch rockets
— and astronauts — into space.
This meeting will mark the Afternoon Book Club’s 35th anniversary.
These book clubs are free and
open to the public. For more information, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

www.goleader.com

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 4/19/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2018-324
AWARDED TO: French & Parrello Associates, P.A., of Wall, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Engineering
Services for the 2018 Inspection of Dams
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed
$18,590.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 4/19/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2018-333
amending (Resolution No. 2018-131)
AWARDED TO: Groundwork Elizabeth
SERVICE: for the administration for the
UC Kids Dig In! a School Garden Grant
program
COSTS: in the amount of $ 70,000.00 for
a new total not to exceed $120,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 4/19/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2018-338
AWARDED TO: CAREMARKPCS
HEALTH, L.L.C., Woonsocket, Rhode
Island
SERVICE: for Employee Self-Insurance
Program
PERIOD: for a contract period of 36
months
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$225,000
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Margaretha G. Hoogsteen, 89, Enjoyed
Family, Church and Many Travels
Margaretha Geessiena Hoogsteen, member and elder of The Presbyteformerly of Westfield, N.J. and rian Church in Westfield, and was
Waretown, N.J., age 89, unexpect- involved for many years along with
edly passed away with her family at her husband in Presbyterian Elders in
her side at Morristown
Prayer. But especially,
Medical Center in
Margaret loved being a
Morristown, N.J., on
mother and Oma!
Sunday, April 15, 2018.
Margaret is survived
Margaret was born on
by her sister-in-law, Jeike
November 26, 1928 in
Alida Hoogsteen, and her
Bedum, The Nethercompanion, Geertje van
lands. She earned her
der Hart; her children,
Teacher’s Certificates
Adrianneke Hoogsteen
and taught farm children
and Willem Peter
in a small farming vilHoogsteen, and their
lage school in The Nethspouses; her five granderlands until she married
children and four greather brother’s best friend,
grandchildren;
her
Karst Hoogsteen, and
husband’s three nieces, a
immigrated to the United
nephew and their chilStates in 1958, helping Margaretha Hoogsteen dren.
her husband at home in
A memorial service
the evenings with his research at Cali- will be at 2 p.m. on Monday, May
fornia Institute of Technology in Pasa- 14, 2018, at Fellowship Village in
dena, Calif. Later she proudly be- Basking Ridge. Arrangements are
came a U.S. citizen and moved to by Gray Funeral Home of Westfield.
Westfield, N.J., and proceeded to For more details, please visit
work for her three Master’s Degrees www.grayfuneralhomes.com.
from Rutgers University in Medieval
In lieu of flowers and other contriStudies, Comparative Literature and butions the family asks that donations
English as a Second Language.
be made in the name of Dr. Karst and
Margaret loved living life in the Margaret Hoogsteen to: Saint
United States with her husband, Karst. Michael’s Indian School in Window
Together, they camped in the desert Rock, Arizona, www.smase.org, proSouthwest, drove from coast to coast, viding education and enrichment to
and enjoyed the New Jersey coast- moderate to severely disabled chilline. Travel in general was a big part dren and adults from throughout the
of their lives, from hiking in Switzer- Navajo Nation (an institution near
land to visiting the British Isles, Ire- and dear to the Hoogsteens’ hearts);
land, Iceland, France, and of course, The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
The Netherlands. Margaret loved art www.westfieldpc.org, or Gospel for
history, classical music, hiking, sing- Asia, www.gfa.org, providing clean
ing, knitting, gardening, reading and wells to people in need of potable
learning, and always had her nose in water all over Asia.
April 26, 2018
some book. She was a longtime choir

James L. Harper, Jr., 92, WWII
Army Air Corps Veteran and Mason
James L. Harper, Jr. passed away in
Lakewood, N.J., on Sunday, April 22,
2018, at age 92.
He was born June 23, 1925 in Atlanta, Ga., to James Harper and Anita
Harper (née Thompson). The family
moved to New Jersey soon after.
James graduated from Linden High
School in Linden, N.J., in 1943.
In 1943, he was inducted into the
U.S. Army Air Force. As a B-17 waist
gunner, James completed 35 combat
missions in the Rhineland, Ardennes,
and Central European theaters. He
was awarded the European, African,
and Middle Eastern Campaign Medals with three bronze stars and the Air
Medal with five oak leaf clusters.
After discharge, James married
Betty Lou Pentz of Linden. He was
unemployed and enrolled in the “5220” Club, but his bride thought he
needed a proper job and applied to
Eastern Airlines for a steward’s position on his behalf. James stayed there
for 42 years, eventually becoming
Base Manager of Inflight Services at
several EAL hubs. James and Betty
Lou raised their children, James,
Geary and Gayle, in Clark, N.J.
James was a Mason at Lafayette

Lodge No. 27, F&AM. He was the
Past Worthy Patron for Emmaus chapter No. 183 of the Order of the Eastern Star, and was the Past Royal Patron of Arbor Vitae Court No. 40 of
the Order of the Amaranth of New
Jersey. James and Betty Lou were the
Past Grand Royal Patron and Past
Grand Royal Matron of the Order of
the Amaranth of New Jersey, serving
during the same term. He was also a
Past President of the Sons of the
American Revolution, Abraham Clark
Chapter, Rahway, N.J.
James and Betty Lou resided in Lakewood, N.J., during their final years.
James is predeceased by his wife,
Betty Lou, and his son, Geary.
He is survived by his son, James,
and his wife, Elizabeth; his daughter, Gayle; grandchildren, James and
his wife, Denise, Molly and her husband, Brian, Peter, Josh, Jesse, Jeana,
Lisa, Leah and her husband, Chris,
Justin and his wife, Dawn, and Jordan; great-grandchildren, Aidan,
Autumn, Jack, Abigail, Curtis, Logan, Scott and Jackson; good friends,
Bud and Irma Hoover, and his loving
caregiver, Fay Taylor.
April 26, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029239-15
FILE NO. 20573-15

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE TO REDEEM
FWDSL; PLAINTIFF VS.
JAMES CULVER, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST,
ET
ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)
TO: JAMES CULVER, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; CANDIS
BRYANT; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
CANDIS BRYANT, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; QUINYON J
CULVER; MRS. QUINYON J CULVER,
WIFE OF QUINYON J CULVER; JAHAAD
D CULVER; MRS. JAHAAD D CULVER,
WIFE OF JAHAAD D CULVER; DANICA
M DUCK CULVER A/K/A DANICA
MECHELLE BUCK; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF DANICA M DUCK CULVER A/
K/A DANICA MECHELLE BUCK, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
MICHAEL E WALTERS CULVER;
SAMIRA MCGRIFF;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on April 17, 2018, the Superior Court
Fixed June 15, 2018 between the hours of
nine o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock
in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the
office of the Tax Collector of PLAINFIELD,
located at 515 WATCHUNG AVENUE,
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 as the
time and place when and where you may
pay to the plaintiff the amount so found due
for principal and interest on its certificate of
tax sale as follows:
LOT 26 BLOCK 307 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 12-098 is
$87,985.88, together with interest from
March 31, 2018 and costs of $2,027.92.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $62.73

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
The Board of Education of the Westfield
School District, Union County, New Jersey, hereby advertises for Request For
Proposal in accordance with N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.4 et seq.
PROPOSAL FOR: RFP-19-01
Auditor for the 2018-2019 School Year
PROPOSAL DUE:
MAY 22, 2018 at 2:00 PM
All necessary Proposal specifications
and Proposal forms may be secured from,
Westfield Board of Education Purchasing
Office 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908) 789-4407.
The Proposals will be received at the
Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated.
Proposals must be made on the proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the service for which the proposal
is submitted. It is understood and agreed
that proposals may be delivered before
the time or at the place specified for opening. The Board of Education assumes no
responsibility for proposals mailed or misdirected in delivery. No proposals shall be
received after the time designated.
The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all proposals pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s),
(t), (x), (y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and
to waive any informalities. The Board further reserves the right to take such alternates as they deem appropriate, and in
any order that the Board feels may be in
the best interest of the Westfield Public
School District.
All firms are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et. seq.,
Affirmative Action Against Discrimination
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.
Corporate firms are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockholders owning 10% or more of their stock.
A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the proposal. The proposal package will also include other documents that must be completed and returned with the proposal. Failure to comply with Instructions to Bidders and to
complete and submit all required forms,
may be cause for disqualification and rejection of the proposal.
All firms shall submit with their proposal
package a copy of the New Jersey Business Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44).
By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.
Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator,
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $62.73

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Westfield Teams Advance to
Odyssey of the Mind Finals

POETRY BY HEART...The Friends of the Cranford Public Library and helped
by the children's librarian , Lauren Antolino, held a program for children to
memorize and recite a poem. Pictured, from left to right, are program participants: Luigi Lancelloti, Maddie Dennis,Celeste DelGuercio, Cheyenne Cora,
Karly Ohngemach and Aashritha Jinaga.

Cranford Libary Hosts
Celebration of Poetry
CRANFORD – On April 14 a poetry recitation event named "Poetry by
Heart" was held in the Cranford Public Library's Raddin Room. Sponsored
by the Friends of the Cranford Public
Library and helped by the children's
librarian , Lauren Antolino, the goal of
the program was for children to memorize and recite a poem. One of the
Friends told the children "A wonderful thing happens to you when you
memorize a poem. It stays with you for
life." To demonstrate this, she recited
"The Owl and the Pussy Cat" a poem
she had learned as a child. Two adults
then recited poems which they had
learned years ago.
The program was introduced by
ninth grader Anna Lancelotti who
spoke about poetry and read a poem
of her own composition named "The
Spider". Several children then recited
poems which they had memorized.

Karly Ohngemach recited "Overdues"
by Shel Silverstein, Luigi Lancelloti
recited "Slow Sloth's Song" by Jack
Prelutsky, Maddie Dennis recited
"The Battle" by Shel Silverstein,
Celeste DelGuercio recited "The
Wind" by Christina Rossetti, Cheyenne Cora recited "Stranger Things"
by Millie Bobby Brown and Aashritha
Jinagra read "Librarian" a poem which
she had composed.
Afterwards, a game was played in
which the children tried to guess the
missing rhyming words in limericks.
They also decorated a banner with
the poems they had memorized which
is now hanging in the library's Raddin
Room. The program concluded with
pizza, lemonade and promises by the
children that they would return next
year when the Friends of the Cranford
Library once again sponsor "Poetry
by Heart."

WHS Graduates Chosen for
Unique Ethics Fellowship
NEW YORK, N.Y. – Amanda
Garfinkel, a graduate of Westfield High
School who is currently a student at
Weill Cornell Medicine, is one of 14
medical students chosen for the 2018
Medical Program of the Fellowships at
Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics (FASPE). Ho Yee Cynthia
Lam, a graduate of Westfield High
School who is currently a student at The
Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania, is one of 12 business
students chosen for the 2018 Business
Program of the Fellowships at
Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics (FASPE)
Both women will participate in a
two-week program in Germany and
Poland this summer, which uses the
conduct of executives and managers in
Nazi-occupied Europe as a way to reflect on ethics in business and leadership today and the conduct of physicians in Nazi-occupied Europe as a

Jason Fitzgerald of SP
Reveives Bailer Award
WESTMINSTER, M.D. – Jason
Fitzgerald of Scotch Plains is the recipient of the 2018 Joseph R. Bailer
Award from McDaniel College.
The prestigious award is presented
each year to a McDaniel College
master’s degree recipient who has made
a significant contribution to the field of
education.
Mr. Fitzgerald graduated from
McDaniel summa cum laude with a
bachelor’s degree in history and political science in 2002. He earned a master’s
degree in teaching from the college’s
Better Educators for Students of Tomorrow (BEST) program in 2004 and
received a certificate in school administration from McDaniel in 2006. He
earned a Ph.D. in instruction and learning from the University of Pittsburgh in
2011. An associate professor and chair
of the education department at Wagner
College in Staten Island, N.Y., he also
directs the secondary education and
higher education and learning organizations leadership (HELO) master’s
degree programs.

way to reflect on medical ethics today.
The FASPE Medical program offers
an approach that differs from the usual
classroom experience in medical
schools or graduate bioethics programs
by providing a holistic curriculum that
looks beyond the specifics of formal
rules to focus on ethical problems faced
by individual doctors in the various
settings in which they practice. Daily
seminars are led by specialized faculty
who engage fellows in discussions and
critical thinking about both the historical and the contemporary. The Medical
program is strengthened by the diverse
perspectives of its participants and the
power of place and context.
“By educating students about the
causes of the Holocaust and the power
of their chosen professions, FASPE
seeks to instill a sense of professional
responsibility for the ethical and moral
choices that the Fellows will make in
their careers and in their professional
relationships,” said David Goldman,
FASPE’s founder and chairman.
FASPE studies the perpetrators to
emphasize the essential role of professionals and to ask how and why professionals abandon their ethical guideposts.
“In today’s day and age, where business drives economics, politics, and
society, it is more important than ever to
fully understand our power, said Ms.
Lam, a third-year JD/MBA student at
Penn Law and Wharton, “By engaging
with open-minded and passionate peers,
who are just as dedicated to tackling
these challenges, we will develop unified strategies and principled solutions.”
“FASPE fosters an active network
of alumni and provides a variety of
opportunities for fellows to exchange
ideas and to meet to continue the
dialogue started during our trips as
they move forward in their careers,”
said Thorin Tritter, FASPE’s Executive Director. “The centerpiece of
these efforts is our annual Alumni
Reunion and Symposium where fellows from all years discuss current
issues in their respective fields and
participate in various interdisciplinary networking activities.”

WESTFIELD – On April 15
Westfield was represented by five
teams in the 40th annual New Jersey
State Odyssey of the Mind Tournament, held at the Ewing High School
in Ewing, New Jersey. The top competition teams from all three N.J. regions came to compete for the honor
of representing our State at Odyssey
of the Mind World Finals. Westfield
was represented by teams registered
through Edison Intermediate,
McKinley, Tamaques/Jefferson, and
Wilson schools.
The McKinley team competed in
the Technical Problem, Tamaques in
the Classics problem, and both Edison
Intermediate School and Wilson
School had two registered teams of 7
students that completed in the Vehicle Problem and Performance Problem.
Two Westfield teams (McKinley
and Wilson Elementary Schools) will
advance on to World Finals, held at
Iowa State University from May 23 to
26. At this time, competition teams
from over 35 countries come to com-

pete in their chosen long term problem category, and a Spontaneous problem solving exercise. Long Term problems are scored for their ability and
creativity in solving the technical aspects of the problem, as well as their
script and stage presence, and style
aspects such as scenery, props, and
costumes, all of which are produced
solely by the children on the teams.
Teams who are advancing to World
Finals include the following Westfield
Students:
Wilson-Vehicle Problem - Emma
Crall, Ted Crall, Michael Fisher
(Franklin), Jake Park, Logan Patridge,
Neil Shastri and Chloe Yu
(Tamaques). McKinley-Technical
Problem - Christian Buonopane,
Collin Foerst, James Foerst, Grace
Matus, Lincoln Meyers, Madeline
Smith, Logan Welsh. The Wilson
coaches are Hillary Crall and Steve
Yu. The McKinley coaches are Cara
Foerst and Suzanne Welsh.
For
more
info
check
OdysseyoftheMind.com, or email
WestfieldOdyssey@gmail.com

Donations Sought for
WHS Dance Marathon
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Community Service
Club is inviting the Westfield community to support the second annual
Dance Marathon at Westfield High
School on Friday, May 11, from 5
p.m. to 10 p.m. in the WHS Courtyard
and Cafeteria B. It will be five hours
of music, dancing, games, food,
fundraising, and a lot of fun. All funds
raised will be donated to Children’s

Specialized Hospital in Mountainside
to support kids with special needs
and their families.
Last year's event was very successful, as it raised more than $5,500 and
was truly a beautiful evening of teens
having fun in support of a great cause.
This year there is a fundraising goal
of $8,000. Donations may be made at
events.dancemarathon.com/event/
Westfield2018.

Local Residents Inducted
Into Phi Kappa Phi
BATON ROUGE, L.A. – The following local residents were recently
initiated into The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest and
most selective collegiate honor society for all academic disciplines.
Maria Lizzo of Westfield, Daniel
Spinelli of Cranford, Alexandra Burns
of Scotch Plains and Jane Lestarchick
of Scotch Plains were initiated at The
College of New Jersey.
These residents are among approximately 30,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni to be initiated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only and
requires nomination and approval by a
chapter. Only the top 10 percent of
seniors and 7.5 percent of juniors are

eligible for membership. Graduate students in the top 10 percent of the
number of candidates for graduate
degrees may also qualify, as do faculty, professional staff and alumni who
have achieved scholarly distinction.
Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897
under the leadership of Marcus L.
Urann who had a desire to create a
different kind of honor society: one
that recognized excellence in all academic disciplines. Today, the Society
has chapters on more than 300 campuses in the United States and the
Philippines. Its mission is "To recognize and promote academic excellence in all fields of higher education
and to engage the community of scholars in service to others."

McKinley School Kicks Off
Fundraising for Cancer Res.
WESTFIELD – It was an enthusiastic start as students and staff kicked
off the 7th Annual McKinley School
Mini-THON, a schoolwide, energetic
effort to raise money for leukemia
and pediatric cancer research.
“As you know, McKinley School
does a lot to give back [to the community],” said McKinley principal Marc
Biunno as he addressed students and
staff gathered in the gymnasium on
April 11. “While the theme here [with
the Mini-THON] is to have a lot of
fun, the point we take most pride in is
that we are helping others.”
Organized by teachers Christina
Toulios, Alexandra Urso, and
Stephanie Willis, the McKinley MiniTHON is a two and a half hour dance
marathon to be held during school on
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Wednesday, May 23 and that will
include dancing, games and other fun
activities. Leading up to the dance
marathon, students will have opportunities to fundraise through dance
marathon pledge donations and Pennies for Patients, a program offered
through the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society (LLS) with each classroom
receiving a receptacle in which students can deposit spare change.
All proceeds will benefit the Karyn
Research Fund.
“Thirty years ago, former McKinley
teacher Susan Glick lost her daughter
to a battle with leukemia,”
Mrss.Toulios, Urso and Willis explained. “In honor of Karyn and many
other families who have children with
pediatric cancers, Susan and her
daughter, Yael, founded the Karyn
Research Fund which raises money
to support the research of leukemia
and pediatric cancers.”
To date, the McKinley Mini-THON
has raised more than $50,000 in support of the Karyn Research Fund.
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TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
BOND ORDINANCE 2018-11
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey on April 17, 2018 and the 20-day period of limitation within
which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be
commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who
request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS
AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,811,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF
THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:
SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS
A. Undertaking of the following improvements: (i) planning and design phase for road
improvements and (ii) the 2018 Road Improvement Program at various locations, as set
forth on a list on file with the Township Clerk and hereby approved and incorporated herein
by this reference thereto. Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the Township Council, there may be additions to or
deletions from the list referred to in clause (ii) of the preceding sentence. It is hereby
determined and stated that the roads being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent
construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the
New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 585,000
$ 27,860
$ 557,140
10 years

B. Undertaking of electrical system improvements at Town Hall in order to allow for use
of generator power. It is hereby determined and stated that said public building being
improved is of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local
Bond Law.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 33,000
$ 1,575
$ 31,425
15 years

C. Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment,
for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) consisting of (i) a dump truck with
plow and (ii) a pickup truck with plow.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 220,000
$ 10,500
$ 209,500
5 years

D. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the DPW consisting of (i) an air compressor, (ii) a tractor with brush mower attachment
and (iii) a heavy duty mower.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 215,000
$ 10,250
$ 204,750
15 years

E. Acquisition of new traffic calming signs and signals, and undertaking of traffic calming
improvements at various locations, for pedestrian safety.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 31,800
$ 1,515
$ 30,285
10 years

F. Undertaking of the following building improvements: (i) Southside Fire House –
HVAC and building security improvements, interior renovations; and (ii) Northside Fire
House – building security improvements, interior renovations. It is hereby determined
and stated that said public buildings being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent
construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 100,000
$ 4,765
$ 95,235
15 years

G. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Fire Department consisting of (i) extrication equipment and (ii) self-contained
breathing apparatus equipment.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 194,000
$ 9,240
$ 184,760
10 years

H. Acquisition of new information technology equipment and new additional furnishings
for the use of the Fire Department consisting of (i) computers, (ii) office furniture and (iii)
printers.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 25,000
$ 1,900
$ 23,100
5 years

I. Installation of a prefabricated bathroom building at Brookside Park. It is hereby
determined and stated that said public building being installed will be of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 143,600
$ 6,840
$ 136,760
30 years

J. Undertaking of the following, parking lot improvements and building pmrovement at
Frazee House Park and (ii) installation of an ADA-compliant playground area at Brookside
Park.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 263,600
$ 12,555
$ 251,045
15 years

———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$1,811,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated
$ 87,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized
$1,724,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0Section 20 Costs: $112,600
Useful Life: 12.60 years

1 T - 4/26/18, The Times

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union
State of New Jersey
Fee: $213.18

“Prep didn’t just help me on my path to excellence –
it was my path to excellence.” – Dimas Sanchez, ’16

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
Think “Superior” For:
•
•
•
•

Expert Consultation Services
Space Planning / Room Layouts
Remodeling Services
All Interior Related Products:
Furniture Floor Coverings
Lighting
Window Treatments
Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

That’s why it’s

Spring Open House | Sunday, May 6, 1 – 3 p.m. | spprep.org/admissions
Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org
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Cougars Nip Blue Devils, 4-3
In Softball – Story Next Week
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Blue Devils Win 3, Raiders 1
At Blue Devil Girls Invitational
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School (WHS) junior Samantha Stravach recorded the
best throw in the javelin event and
Raider Trinity Hart had the longest
leap in the long jump to lead their
threesomes to top honors at the Blue
Devil Invitational Track & Field Meet
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 21. The Blue Devil girls won
the javelin, sprint medley relay (SMR)
and the pole vault, while the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders took top

honors in the long jump event.
Stravach with the meet’s best toss
of 112-5, Kylinn Kraemer and Bekah
Dayon won the javelin with a total
distance of 272-8. Raiders Suzanne
Jackson, Sarah Dill and Isabelle Gilles
placed third at 228-6 and Cranford
Cougars Sam Romito, Kathryn Whitehead and Hanna Capone took fifth
with a distance of 207-5. Stravach,
Katie McHugh and Julia Rickert took
sixth in the discus with a distance of
229-5. Blue Devils Leah Norton,
Kraemer and Olivia Mueller won the

pole vault with a height of 24-6 and
Cougars Leah Filomonczuk, Capone
and Colleen Gosselin took third with
a height of 22-0.
Blue Devils Tani Horton, Alexis
Hammer, Jaimie DeDea and Mia
Melao crossed first in the sprint medley relay (SMR) with a time of 4:29.59.
Melao also led off the 1,200 leg of the
distance medley relay (DMR) and the
foursome, which included Molly
Ryan, Jessica Stern and Brianna Hatch
finished third at 13:12.05, behind
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE SECOND LEG OF THE DMR...Blue Devil Matt Meusel hands the baton to Jackson O’Brien to start
the 400-meter leg of the distance medley relay at the Blue Devil Invitational at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 21.

WF’S SAN GIACOMO RECORDS BEST TOSS IN JAVELIN

Blue Devils Win DMR, Javelin,
SPF 400H at Blue Devil Invt’l
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
captured first in the team javelin event
and the distance medley relay (DMR)
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders won the 400 hurdles at the Blue
Devil Invitational Track & Field Meet
that featured many of the state’s top
teams at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 21. The Blue Devils and Raiders also recorded a num-

ber of second and third place finishes.
Senior Joe San Giacomo recorded
the meet’s best toss in the javelin with
a toss of 158-4. San Giacomo, Brendan
Riccardi and Conner Hoch finished
with a total distance of 429-3. Raiders
Mike Leegan, Zach Zimmerman and
Jake Hahn took sixth at 338-10. Also
in the field events, Blue Devils Bennie
Buontempo, Declan McCauley and
Braden Stryker took second in the
discus with a distance of 328-2. Blue

Devils Tim Alliegro, McCauley and
Fran Alliegro took second in the shot
put with a distance of 126-10.5.
After their great showing, collecting four first places in the sprinting
events (4x100, 4x200, 4x400, 4x110
hurdles) at the Husky Relays, the
Raider boys were looking to record
some fine times and did. Dhvanil
Nanshah, Kyle Estivene and Will
Loop took top honors in the 400
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE SECOND LEG OF THE DMR...Blue Devil Mia Melao, right, hands the baton to Molly Ryan to start
the 400-meter leg of the distance medley relay at the Blue Devil Invitational at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 21.

MANNING CATALYST, LERIE SCORES BARDEN IN 8TH

Blue Devils Salvage Wild 12-11
Victory over Colonia Patriots
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wild plays, intentional walks, hit
batters, balk calls, a hard grounder
that hit the base runner for an out and
numerous pitches in the dirt seemed
to dictate the flow of the game between the Westfield High School baseball team and the Colonia Patriots at
Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield
on April 20. But the Blue Devils’
ability to get back to the fundamentals
just in the nick of time resulted in an
eight-inning, 12-11, victory.
The 7-3 Blue Devils finished with
16 hits and three each came from Jake
Lerie (double, 3 RBI, 2 runs), Chris
Wagner (double, RBI, 2 runs) and
Andrew Caminiti (2 RBI). It was Lerie,
who was hit by Wagner’s sharp
grounder, after hopping a leadoff single
in the bottom of the seventh inning
with the scored knotted at 11-11.

But in the next inning, Stevie
Barden, who scored his first run in the
fifth inning, sizzled a leadoff single
past first then after a pop out to right
and with Matt McIntyre (2 runs) at the
plate, he baited the catcher into firing
an errant throw over the first
baseman’s head. Barden flew past
second and came to rest on third.
McIntyre grounded out back to the
mound, Matt Manning was intentionally walked then Lerie stepped up and
chopped the game-winning RBI single
between first and second.
“When the pitcher was throwing,
McIntyre, who was up, should have
bunted but he missed it. The first
baseman came up because he was
bunting. When the catcher threw it, he
overthrown him. When he overthrown
him, I said, ‘I am going to third, I am
going to third!’ Then Jake Lerie came
up big,” Barden described. “I have

been playing with him my whole life.
All of us have been playing with each
other our whole life. It’s really fun!”
The 7-3 Patriots took a 3-0 lead in
the first thanks to a pair of doubles
(Jason Hilenski and Nick Nielson)
and a throwing error by the catcher
after a strikeout that would have been
the third out. Two more Patriots scored
in the second with respective RBI
singles from Hilenski and Nielson.
Manning also had an interesting
afternoon at the plate. In his first two
at-bats he was hit by the pitcher.
“He hit me twice. One time on the
head and one time on the knee,” Manning commented.
His second one came in the third
inning and it seemed to be a catalyst
for a three-run outburst. McIntyre
walked just before him then Lerie
slashed a two-run double to right and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE...Colonia Patriot catcher Anthony Palmisano gets upended as Blue Devil Matt Manning
slides safely home in the third inning. The Blue Devils scored a run in the bottom of the eighth to edge Colonia, 12-11.

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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SOLSKY 3-FOR-4, 2 RBI; KEKELIS 2 HITS, 2 BBS, 2 RUNS

Hilltoppers Hold Off Raiders
In Non-Conference Clash, 13-9
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CROSSING THE LINE IN THE 4X100...Raider anchorman Dwight Laylor, center, crosses the finish line in the 4x100 at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 21. The Raiders placed second in the event

Blue Devil Boys Win DMR, Javelin; SPF 400H
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

hurdles at 2:59.91. Blue Devils Nick
Savorgiannakis, Chris Calimano and
Will Surks took fourth at 3:10.97.
Estivene, Jacob Leigh, Sanders and
Dwight Laylor took second in the
4x100 at 43.17. Cranford Cougars
Josh Cadet, Josiah Cadet, Elijah Arroyo and Richemdel Phanor had a
good showing, placing fifth at 44.11.
“We are happy to be that strong on
the track. Most of the guys are juniors. Dwight Laylor, who is our anchor on that 4x1 and that 4x2 is running strong. Estivene, having an injured season last year, is coming back
strong. Our strongest guy is Jacob
Leigh. He was injured last year so
people never saw him running. He
has one of the fastest 200 times. Having these guys back healthy and strong
is what’s showing up right now,”
Raider Coach Rich McGriff said. “It’s
kind of like a flashback of those old
days of Carl Jennings and Ray Williams and those kind of guys. It’s a
good feeling.”
Coach McGriff added, “The distance guys are running strong too
with Brandon [Garcia] and Ben
[Fleischer]. It’s fun when everyone is
doing well and having a good time
doing it.”
Josh and Josiah Cadet, Arroyo and
Phanor crossed fourth in the 4x200 at

1:31.67 and Raiders Jaizahn Jones,
Estivene, Leigh and Sanders took sixth
at 1:32.22. Garcia, Estivene, Leigh
and Sanders also took fifth in the
4x400 at 3:28.28. Loop, Estivene,
Nanshah and Justice Corpin finished
fourth in the 4x110 hurdles at 1:05.56.
The Cougars were also getting good
mileage out of their versatile group of
sprinters.
“Josiah does the hurdles and is in
the relays. He starts off the relays in
the 4x1 and the 4x2. He’s having a
good season. He also does the triple
jump, so he does a little bit of everything and all very well. Never smiles!
Always has a serious face. That football mentality,” chuckled Cranford
Coach Chad Faulcon, who added,
“Rickendal Phanor has been waiting
in the wings for a long time to break
through with this group. Elijah does
the 100, 200, long jump. He’s a football guy. I’m pretty sure he’s going to
be going to Rowan for football.
Obviuosly we finish it off with Josh.
He’s been the guy since he got to
Cranford.”
Both Cadet brothers will be performing their skills at a higher level
next year.
“Josiah’s main thing is the hurdles.
Wagner [College] wants him for the
hurdles. Josh, probably the 200 is his

best event. Last year he was injured
most of the Spring season. But now
he’s healthy. He’s coming full stride.
And they are both going to Wagner,”
Coach Faulcon said.
In the DMR, Blue Devil Matt
Meusel ran the opening 1,200 leg and
handed off to Jackson O’Brien for the
400 leg. Cooper Brennan took the
handoff for the 800 leg and Spencer
Weigand ran the 1,600 anchor leg to
cross first in 10:45.49 more than 14
seconds ahead of Union Catholic,
while Raiders Brendan Garcia, Justin
Sanders, Scott Kaiser and Ben
Fleischer finished third at 11:00.94.
Meusel’s leg was particularly exciting because there was a collision
on the third lap which caused a fall.
“It went out really fast. I heard like 52
[seconds] for the first lap then the
second lap really slowed down. And I
think that’s what caused that fall. I
almost went down with the fall. The
guy from Union, [Jon] Mobisa and I
stayed together. He kind of pulled
away the last 100 but I was happy with
it. I thought we all ran well,” Meusel
explained.
“I received it from Matt. We had a
pretty good start when he gave it to
me in second, so my goal was to catch
the Union guy who had a few steps on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

True competitive character was
shown when the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School softball team
found itself in a 9-0 abyss but managed to dig up three runs in the sixth
inning and another six in the seventh
inning to give the Summit Hilltoppers
a run for their money in a 13-9 defeat
in Scotch Plains on April 18. The 3-5
Raiders’ bats went to work and rapped
out eight of their 11 hits during that
short span.
Raiders Julia Solsky and senior
Quinn Kekelis had very productive
afternoons at the plate. Solsky rapped
three hits, which included an RBI
double in the sixth inning and an RBI
single in the seventh, while scoring
once. Kekelis drew walks in her first
two plate appearances then singled
and scored in each of her next two atbats, which also yielded an RBI.
“I was just kind of looking for a ball
straight down the middle. I saw those
pitches and I hit them,” Solsky, a

sophomore, said.
“I was really glad that I got on base
today from hits because I was in a
little bit of a slump earlier in the
season. I think this game really
pumped up my motivation because I
got two hits today and two walks and
my on-base percentage was 100 percent. I am really proud of myself for
that,” Kekelis expressed. “I feel like it
contributed today.”
Raider leadoff hitter senior Sarah
McEvoy also got into the offensive
act with a double, a single and a run
scored to go with an RBI walk. Junior
Casey Ferguson hacked an RBI single,
walked and scored twice. Junior Meg
Duthie doubled, walked and scored
once, senior Angie DiGiacomo
doubled and scored twice, freshman
Abby Conklin tapped an RBI single
and sophomore Cassidy Novello had
a pair of RBI groundouts.
The 5-1 Hilltoppers had no trouble
with the metal sticks either, banging
out 17 hits, which included three
doubles and a home run. Starting

pitcher Kendall Blomfield was tossing a shutout and held the Raiders to
three hits until the sixth inning. She
was relieved by Abby Thompson in
the seventh.
“We are relatively young. One of
my seniors is out. We start four freshmen at some times, two sophomores
and three seniors but we are swinging
the bats better. The glue to our team is
our shortstop [Taylor Thompson].
She’s an outstanding kid. We are executing. Kendall Blomfield, my
pitcher, is doing an outstanding job
mixing pitches and keeping people
off-balance. We are excited about what
we have. The girls are getting it. They
are playing hard,” Hilltopper Head
Coach Tim Simo said.
Freshman Ava Calabrese scored
once and had three hits, which included a bases-loaded double and
second double. Junior Jessica
Natunen, who scored four times and
was walked three times, blasted a solo
homer in the fourth and a double in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING SECOND BASE...Summit Hilltopper Giana Acitelli slides safely into second base after a pitch in the dirt as
shortstop Amanda Venezia prepares to catch the throw in the second inning. Summit defeated the Raiders 13-9 on April 18.

227 Kings Court, Moutainside Boro $799,000

Congratulations NCJAR Rookie
of the Year 2018
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366 New Dover Road, Woodbridge Township $659,000

Terry Gould
Sales Associate, REALTOR®
Cell: 908.376.6711

We all have passion. And passion springs from inspiration, which begins with your
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ENGELKE NETS 3 GOALS, NAILS WINNER ON BOND ASST FRIEDMAN GETS WIN; RAMOS 2 HITS, 2 RBI; DiNIZO 2 RBI

Blue Devil Boys Nip Chatham Raiders Capture 5th Straight;
For 8-7, Overtime Lax Victory Stop Mendham in Baseball, 8-4
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield junior Jake Engelke took
a pass from Nick Bond then fired
home the game winner just over a
minute into overtime against Chatham,
providing a much needed 8-7 victory
for the Blue Devils in a boys lacrosse
game on April 17 at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield. Engelke scored three
goals to lead Westfield, Bond scored
two goals and added three assists.
The win gave Westfield a 4-3 mark on
the season.
“Nicky and I work on that in practice all the time,” said Engelke of the
game winner. “It felt just like practice, really. I was able to get topside
on a cut through and that was it. It
feels awesome.”
The game certainly did not appear
headed for overtime given the Blue
Devils early dominance. Westfield
built a 6-1 lead over Chatham in the
first half. A pair of first period goals
by Engelke at 8:45 and 7:31 put the
Blue Devils up 2-0. Bond added a
goal at 3:11 as Westfield cruised to a
3-0 lead by the end of the first period.
The second period played out much
like the first. After a Chatham goal cut
the lead to 3-1, Westfield went to
work again. After Mack Prybylski
gained possession of a ground ball he
found CJ Duffy, who potted one at
8:51. Bond scored his second goal of

WF Lax Ladies Whip
Wayne Valley, 19-4
The 5-3 Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team spread the offensive
weath big time in a 19-4 triumph over
the hosting Wayne Valley girls on
April 18. The Lady Blue Devils seized
a 13-1 lead at the half and went on
cruise control with six more goals in
the second half.
Olivia Shields and Mikaela Buoscio
each netted three goals and an assist.
Natalie Bond had two goals and an
assist and Paige Radice had a goal
and a pair of assists. Carley Farella
and Lucy Gretsky each scored two
goals. Kellie Leuthold had a goal and
an assist. McKenna Edmondson, Ellie
Kate Brown, Erin McDonald,
Catherine Moriarty and Nicole
Scheuermann each fired in one goal
and Grace Cash added an assist. Goalkeepers Carlee Swanson and Mia
Fleming each had two saves.

the game at the 5:49 mark for a 5-1
lead. Then it was Duffy once again,
scoring from in close to give the Blue
Devils a 6-1 lead with just over two
minutes left in the half. The lead would
hold up heading into the break.
Chatham came out like a different
team to start the third period. Mac
Bredahl scored to cut the lead to 6-2 at
8:42. Then after winning the faceoff,
Chatham was in possession again and
Ryan Decker quickly took advantage
with a goal to make it 6-3 at 7:42.
Decker struck again just over a minute
later with a spinning, backhanded flip
into the back of the net that got past
newly inserted goalkeeper Theo Dardia
to make it a 6-4 game. While starter
Jack McCauley went two periods and
allowed just one goal between the pipes
for the Blue Devils, the problem was
not Dardia’s goalkeeping. Instead,
Westfield was failing to possess the
ball in the third period.
“Chatham was winning the faceoffs
in the third period,” said Westfield
Head Coach Patrick Tuohy. “We
called for a timeout and switched to a
zone just to change the look and it
seemed to settle us down a bit. But
really the problem was that we just
weren’t possessing the ball during
their rally.”
Chatham pulled even closer when
Max Schelling scored with 5:06 left
in the third period to make it 6-5. The
Westfield defense clicked on from
that point forward as the teams remained scoreless throughout the rest
of the period.
Clinging to a 6-5 lead heading into
the final period, Westfield got a muchneeded goal from Prybylski with 10:37
left to play. Prybylski, moving to his
left, got around Chatham defender
Jack Rooney then fired a strike into
the back of the net for a 7-5 Blue
Devil advantage.
Chatham fought their way back
though on a pair of goals by Connor
Byrd. The first came at 6:51 to pull
the visitors to within one goal at 7-6.
Then Byrd tied the game with a goal
at the four-minute mark.
Chatham had the ball on the next
possession but could not score.
Westfield regained possession with
2:17 to play before calling a timeout.
The Blue Devils held the ball all the
way down to :30 setting up a one-onone opportunity for Bond but
Chatham’s defense held, sending the

game to OT.
The game’s end did not come without controversy. Just prior to Westfield
gaining possession, Chatham was
called for having too many players on
the field, a call they disputed as they
had been awarded a timeout out by
one of the officials. After a conference, the timeout call was disallowed
giving Westfield possession.
Engelke’s game winner came seconds
after resumption of play.
“It seems like we play Chatham in
this kind of situation a lot,” said Tuohy.
“Both teams needed the win. Today
we were able to get it. I was pleased
with how we played when you get
past the third period. We are not yet
where we expect to be. We have a lot
of injuries and players that will be
back soon. I think that is when we will
be at our peak.”
Duffy finished with two goals for
Westfield, while Prybylski added one
goal. Matthew Rittendale chipped in
two assists. McCauley allowed one
goal while stopping eight shots playing goal in the first half. Dardia recorded five saves, while allowing six
goals in the second half. Byrd led
Cahtham with three goals and an assist, while Schelling had two goals
and an assist. Ryan Ness took the loss
in goal for Chatham allowing eight
goals, while saving five. Chatham fell
to 5-4 on the year.
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Baseball Raiders Nip
Bridgewater-Raritan
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team improved to 73 with a 4-3 skimming of the hosting
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers on
April 18. Tyler Stines went 2-for-3
with an RBI and a run scored. Willy
Gale singled, scored once, had two
RBI and swiped two bases. Anthony
DiNizo doubled and Pat Downey had
an RBI and a single. Matt Syvertsen
swiped two bases and scored once.
Jon Ramos singled and Mike Dieu
scored once. Danny Wilkinson pitched
the first three innings, yielding three
runs and four hits, while striking out
seven. Matt Kipp pitched the final
four innings, allowing just one hit to
pick up the victory.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
BrH2O-Raritan
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By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday April 29th • 1-4 PM
14 Allenby Lane, Scotch Plains

Mendham manufactured a run
against Friedman in the fifth starting
with a two-out infield single by Tom
Keating. Still Friedman would have
been out of the inning safely had the
sun not caused Gale to lose a line
drive by Mendham’s next batter Kevin
Reardon. One thing that the early
season has shown is that it is difficult
to play right field against the sun in
Scotch Plains. Mendham then got the
runner home from third base on a
successful double steal to cut the lead
to 8-3. Friedman ended the uprising
by striking out Harry Zenna.
It was to be Friedman’s last batter
as Higgins turned to Charles Widder
to close out the game in the seventh.
Widder gave up a run on a pair of hits

Jake Friedman pitched six innings,
struck out seven batters, walked two
and allowed three runs (two earned)
on five hits as the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School baseball team
captured its fifth straight win, defeating Mendham, 8-4, on April 20 in
Scotch Plains. Jonathan Ramos had
two hits and drove in two runs to lead
the Raider attack. Anthony DiNizo
had two RBI, while Dan Wilkinson
and Sam Schetelich each had a pair of
hits and one RBI. The Raiders improved to 8-3 on the season.
“Jake pitched awesome today,” said
Raider Head Coach Joe Higgins. “He
had his best stuff early in the game
even though they got a
few hits off of him. It
gets lost on a lot of
people just how good
he has been. He has
four wins for us to this
point.”
Despite Friedman’s
strong stuff, things did
not start out well for
him.
Mendham
reached him for two
runs in the top of the
first courtesy of an RBI
triple by Mike Cilio.
Friedman had to throw
23 pitches to get out of
the inning.
The Raider offense
did not break through
against Mendham
starter Drake Lam until the bottom of the
Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
third inning. Tyler
Stines delivered a one- GETTING AN INFIELD SINGLE...Raider Danny Wilkinson beats out and infield single in the
out single to center be- game against Mendham on April 20 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders defeated Mendham 8-4.
fore taking second base
on a pitch in the dirt. Patrick Downey one-out single into left. After before getting Garrison Higgins to
moved him to third on a ground out. Cuccurullo struck out, the Raiders pop up to first base to end the game.
Then Anthony DiNizo delivered a again benefitted from Sudnikovich’s
The loss dropped Mendham to 3-4.
two-out RBI single dropped into short lack of control. Another walk to Scotch Plains-Fanwood recorded nine
right field that cut the deficit to 2-1.
Schetelich put the Raiders up 6-2. hits and made one error. Mendham
“I was looking to drive the ball up Ramos brought two more runs in when recorded eight hits, while also comthe middle,” said DiNizo a senior his line drive to right was dropped, mitting an error.
bound for Hilbert College in New increasing the lead to 8-2. Mendham
“I really think that this was the best
York next September. “I got a fastball finally got out of the inning when we’ve swung the bats in a while,” said
and I swung a little late on it but it Gale lined out to center.
Higgins of his team’s play at the plate.
found an open spot. I’ll take it.”
“With us, it really is about the en- “We were hitting the ball hard all game,
The Raiders would go on to load ergy we bring to the game,” said just right at people. They made some
the bases with two outs but the threat DiNizo. “When we are positive and nice plays in the field as well. So I feel
was squelched when Patrick supportive of each other it has an good about the offense right now.”
Cuccurullo lined out to right to end impact on our offense and we do Mendham
200 010 1
4
the inning.
well.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood
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COLDWELL BANKER

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2017
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Cell: (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

The Raiders took better advantage
of their opportunities in the fourth.
Sam Schetelich started with a leadoff
double over the leftfielder’s head
prompting Mendham to bring in a
new pitcher. Reliever Johan Abbott
quickly got into trouble by walking
Ramos and allowing Willy Gale to
load the bases by beating out an infield single. With bases full of Raiders, Mendham changed pitchers again,
this time turning to Patrick
Sudnikovich.
Sudnikovich poured gas on the fire
by hitting Stines with a pitch to force
home the tying run. Two more walks
to Anthony DiNizo and Michael Dieu
put Scotch Plains-Fanwood up 4-2.
Wilkinson plated another run with a
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Welcome to this wonderful 4 Br, 2 1/2 Bath Center Hall Colonial set in a prime location on one
of the prettiest cul de sacs in Scotch Plains. Enjoy this picturesque acre of property with an
Anthony pool, beautiful newer windows and a new roof. A fabulous expansive Family Room
with a wood burning fireplace is adjacent to updated Eat In Kitchen with a center island, granite
counters, Sub Zero Refrigerator, new Dacor wall oven and countertop range. Sun drenched
Living Room & Dining Room, laundry/mud room complete the first floor. An extended Master
Bedroom suite with a spa like Bath includes steam shower, double vanity, jetted tub & radiant
heated floors is a calming delight. There is a fitted walk in closet and dressing area with a skylight
and three additional Bedrooms with great closet space on the 2nd floor. The Recreation Room
in the basement has amazing space and leads to an oversized two car garage. Neutral decor
throughout and a short walk to Coles School. Full day Kindergarten available in Scotch Plains.
Please stop by to view this wonderful property! Offered at $948,888.
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Devil’s Den

WHS Runners Back In
‘COA’ at Penn Relays
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This is Penn Relays week at
Philadelphia’s Franklin Field, as it
has been since 1895.
It is a three-day (Thursday through
Saturday) showcase for outstanding
college and high school athletes, with
daily crowds reaching 50,000 and up,
depending on the weather.
The biggest high school events are
the Championship of America (COA)
races, which pit the top 16 teams,
based on qualifying times, from
around the country. Westfield High
has twice won a COA race – the
4x110 relay (Allen Smith, Frank Kelly,
Brion Gray, Butch Woolfolk) in 1978
and the distance medley (Lawrence
Ho, John O’Brien, Ted Kilcommons,

He is currently working in the financial business world in New York
City. Earlier this month (April 7) he
married Corrine Parkinson, an allstate soccer player and his WHS Class
of 2008 classmate.
Here are some of WHS’s most notable Penn Relays performances over
the years:
1926: Bud Dunn, Wally Ruckert,
Jimmy Byrd and Paul Colson “won”
the mile relay (no mention of Championship of America, so probably a
“classification” race) in 3:42 3/5.
1932: Robson Young (800), Rob
Gregory (400), John Messersmith (200)
and Frank Esposito (mile) was edged
by Canada’s Hamilton Collegiate Insti-

Brandon Heroux won the Penn Relays college-division javelin in 2011 with a
throw of 239-9. He also won the high school event in 2008 as a WHS senior.

Matt Elmuccio) in 1995.
Since finishing second in the COA
distance medley in 1997 – current
boys coach Chris Tafelski’s senior
year – WHS had no teams better the
qualifying time. But this year
Westfield, for the first time ever, will
have entries in both the male and
female races.
Thursday at 6:10 p.m., the team of
Emma Jackler, Grace Morgan, Katie
Hamilton and Mia Melao will be one
of the 16 teams in the distance medley, a field that includes New Jersey
Group 4 rivals North Hunterdon and
Ridgewood. It’s believed to be the
first time the WHS girls ever qualified for a COA race. But it’s hardly
the first time the WHS girls have run
at Franklin Field; in 2010 the 4x400
team of Katie Ponce, Sophie Devita,
Kelly Irving and Ashley Edwards set
a school record there with a 3:59.49,
winning their heat.
Then on Saturday afternoon at 4
p.m., James McCutcheon, Matt
Meusel, Cooper Brennan and Spencer Weigand will be competing in the
4x800.
But Penn Relays aren’t strictly about
relays.
During his senior year of high
school, Brandon Heroux won the javelin, the first Blue Devil to win an
individual event at Penn Relays, with
a toss of 202 feet. Proving that was no
fluke, Heroux later that spring was
the conference, county and sectional
champion in the javelin, and finished
second in the state Group 4 meet. He
set school and Union County records.
Then as a junior at William and
Mary College, Heroux accomplished
something no other local athlete had
ever done when he won the college
javelin with a throw of 239 feet, 9
inches. He also finished second at
Penn as a sophomore and senior.
Heroux competed at the Canadian
Olympic Trials (he has dual citizenship) and finished fifth in 2012. That
was the same year he was named the
Colonial Athletic Association’s Male
Scholar-Athlete of the Year for the
second straight year.

tute in the COA medley relay.
1933: Young, Wellington Ross, Bill
Clark and Esposito finished third in
the COA medley relay.
1934: Art Fischer, Griggs Smith,
Wellington Ross and Bill Clark finished third in COA mile relay.
1935: Griggs Smith, Joe Reid, Pump
Vella and Bob McCoy finished second in the mile relay.
1936: Walt Horner, Ralph Martin,
Irving Feltman and Bob McCoy finished fifth in COA mile relay.
1937: The Blue and White finished
second to New York City’s Bishop
Loughlin in the COA mile relay. The
foursome of Walt Horner, Pump Vella,
Bernie Jones and Bob McCoy was hurt
slowed a bit when Vella lost his shoe.
1939: Charles Crandall, Bob
Waugh, Tom Kiely and George Tifft
finished fourth in the COA mile relay.
1961: Roger Yockel, Ken Heindel,
Bob Rainey and David Coleman were
second in the COA mile relay.
Coleman brought the team from fifth
to second on the anchor leg.
1973: Keith Davis, Marvan Palmer,
Ken Blackwell and Daryl McMiller
finished second in the COA 4x110
with a 43.0. The winning team was
from Kingston, Jamaica.
1977: Shawn McMiller, Butch
Woolfolk, Glenn Miller and Frank
Kelly won the COA consolation 4x110
race in 42.0.
1978: Allen Lewis, Frank Kelly,
Brion Gray, Butch Woolfolk won the
COA 4x110 with a 42.1.
1981: Dave Fitzgerald, Rich
Forbes, Russ Savage and Cliff
Sheehan finished second to Bishop
Loughlin by .1 of a second in the COA
distance medley.
1983: Greg Kasko, Kelvin Blanton,
Brian Bernstein and Andy Jacob finished fifth in 10:14.1 in the COA
distance medley race.
1995: Lawrence Ho, John O’Brien,
Ted Kilcommons and Matt Elmuccio
won the COA distance medley in
10:14. The 4x800 team of Ho,
Kilcommons, O’Brien and Elmuccio
finished fourth.
1996: Steve Dennis, Mike Krug, Ho

and Elmuccio were second in the COA
distance medley to a team from Ireland. The 4x800 team of Ryan Stefiuk,
Krug, Ho and Elmuccio was fifth.
1997: The 4x800 team of Frank
Ianna, Stefiuk, Krug and Elmuccio
finished first among New Jersey
schools, as did the distance medley of
Krug, Dennis, Stefiuk and Elmuccio.
2010: Jhakyse Williams, Brian
Henry, Pat Gray and Jon Henry ran a
3:20.70, the fastest mile relay in school
history.
2010: Katie Ponce, Sophie Devita,
Kelly Irving and Ashley Edwards set
a school record with a 3:59.49 in the
mile relay, winning their heat.
‘IT’S ABOUT TIME’
Now I can sympathize with those
critics of the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame who complain that so-and-so
hasn’t already inducted. Or when soand-so finally is inducted, those critics will complain that they should
have been in years ago. “It’s about
time,” they say.
The Moody Blues were pioneers of
what was called progressive rock and
were one of the great British bands of
the late 1960s and early 1970s. They
had been eligible for induction into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame since
1989!! But it wasn’t until April 14 that
they were finally granted lifetime free
admission. (The entire evening will
be shown May 5 on HBO.)
But my good vibes were tempered
by the J. Geils Band, the Zombies and
’50s guitar legend Link Wray coming
up short again.

DEN TRIVIA
Senior Damien Ruparel was trying to
become the sixth four-time Union
County Tournament (yesterday and today) champion in the history of the
WHS boys tennis program, and just the
second to do it as a singles-only player.
Chris Camuto (1994-97), James Chu
(2006-09) and Dean Thompson (200609) won at both singles and doubles,
while Will Kelly (2013-16) did it as a
doubles player (with three different
partners). This week’s question: who is
currently WHS’s only four-time county
champion in singles? Hint: he won three
times at No. 2 and once at No. 3.
Email your answer a.s.a.p. to
bj1019@aol.com. The answer will
appear next week.
AROUND THIS DATE
April 24, 1965: Dave Perkowski
won the 100-yard breaststroke and
the 400 freestyle relay of Tom McCoy,
Perkowski, Harvey Gerber and Peter
Heesch also took first as the host
Westfield Y clinched the YMCA National Championship in the Wallace
Pool.
April 24, 1985: Coach Shaun
Cherewich’s WHS boys lacrosse team
was ranked No. 1 in the state for the
first time in program history.
April 24, 2009: Chris Jenkins tossed
a no-hitter, struck out 10 and walked
none in a 1-0 baseball win over Union.
He retired the first 15 batters and,
after an error, the last six straight.
April 27, 1979: Mary Beth Dervin
won the 3-meter diving competition
during the YWCA National Championships at the Wallace Pool. On April
29, Dervin finished third on the 1meter board, which was won by WY
teammate Kirsten Conover.
April 27, 2001: Jay Cook went 0for-2 with a walk in a 7-2 loss to
Piscataway. That was the last time he
went hitless in a WHS uniform, notching at least one hit in his final 40 high
school games – hitting .493 for that
period, 66 for 134.
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BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

after considering those certain recommendations of the Planning Board and by Ordinance 17-30, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, the Borough Council adopted
the Redevelopment Plan; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to a October 26,
2017 report issued by the Special Master in
that certain litigation captioned In re Borough of Garwood, Docket Number UNN-L2406-15 with regard to the Borough’s affordable housing obligations, the Special
Master reviewed and made additional comments to the Redevelopment Plan, to which
the Borough Council desires to implement
by way of an amendment to the Redevelopment Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A,
which was referred to the Planning Board
by way of Borough Council Resolution #18075, and as reviewed and considered by
the Planning Board at its meeting on March
15, 2018, approving all proposed revisions
to the Redevelopment Plan previously forwarded by the Borough Council in its Resolution #18-075.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:
Section 1. The aforementioned recitals
are incorporated herein as though fully set
forth at length.
Section 2. The amendments to the Redevelopment Plan, attached hereto as
Exhibit A, are hereby adopted pursuant to
the terms of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7.
Section 3. A copy of this Ordinance and
the Redevelopment Plan shall be available for public inspection at the office of the
Borough Clerk during regular business
hours.
Section 4. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

ORDINANCE NO. 18-12
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING AN
AMENDMENT TO THE SOUTH
AVENUE AREA II REDEVELOPMENT PLAN CONCERNING CERTAIN AFFORDABLE
HOUSING LANGUAGE, PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A1 ET SEQ.
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey, is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to
determine whether certain parcels of land
within the Borough constitute an area in
need of rehabilitation and/or an area in
need of redevelopment; and
WHEREAS, on June 10, 2014, the Borough Council (the “Borough Council”)
adopted Resolution No. 14-220 authorizing the Planning Board of the Borough (the
“Planning Board”) to investigate whether
the area commonly known on the Borough
tax maps as Block 401, Lots 1-5 and Block
403, Lots 1-6 and 19-22 (the “Property”)
met certain criteria under the Redevelopment Law as an “area in need of redevelopment”; and
WHEREAS, on May 27, 2015, the Planning Board recommended to the Borough
Council that the Property met certain criteria under the Redevelopment Law as an
“area in need of redevelopment”; and
WHEREAS, by Resolution 15-274, the
Borough Council designated the Property
as an “area in need of redevelopment” in
accordance with the Redevelopment Law
(the “Redevelopment Area”) and directed
the Planning Board to prepare a redevelopment plan for the Redevelopment Area;
and
WHEREAS, the Planning Board held a
public hearing on December 14, 2017, to
review and comment on the proposed redevelopment plan entitled “South Avenue
Area II Redevelopment Plan,” as it specifically pertains to Block 403, Lots 1-6 and
19-22 on the tax maps of the Borough (the
“Redevelopment Plan”), and resolved to
transmit the Redevelopment Plan to the
Borough Council with a recommendation
that the Redevelopment Plan be adopted;
and
WHEREAS, on December 26, 2017,

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-12, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24th DAY OF APRIL 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-12, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 8th DAY OF MAY
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader Fee: $108.12
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Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

GOING DIVISION I...Three Westfield High School students signed Letters of
Intent with Division I colleges and universities on April 11. Pictured, left to right
with Supervisor of Athletics Sandra Mamary and Principal Dr. Derrick Nelson
are: Molly Jackson (Mount Saint Mary’s University, Rugby), Joseph San Giacomo
(University of Massachusetts-Amherst, Track & Field), Mia Melao (Fairfield
University, Track & Field)

Courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

GOING DIVISION III...Sixteen Westfield High School students signed Letters of
Intent with Division III colleges and universities on April 11. Pictured, left to right
standing with Ms. Mamary and Dr. Nelson are: Stuart Pollock (Connecticut
College, Track & Field), Mark Natiello (Washington and Lee University, Basketball), Steven Warren (Washington and Lee University, Swimming), Matthew
Manning (Montclair State University, Baseball), Jordan Barham (Montclair
State University, Football), Steven Barden (Montclair State University, Football),
Damien Ruparel (Amherst College, Tennis), Jake Lerie (The College of New
Jersey, Baseball), Daniel Russo (Ramapo College, Baseball), Luke Spellman
(Dickinson College, Basketball), Christopher Wagner (University of Scranton,
Baseball); seated, Olivia Carnevale (Dickinson College, Tennis), McKenna
Edmondson (Washington and Lee University, Lacrosse), Paige Dumont (University of Rochester, Lacrosse), Megan Webber (Muhlenberg College, Field Hockey),
Caroline Stockwell (University of Rochester, Track & Field).

WHS Seniors Sign Letters
To Continue Sports Careers
Nineteen Westfield High School
seniors recently signed Letters of Intent with colleges and universities,
signifying recognition of the studentathletes’ accomplishments both academically and athletically. Participating in the National Letter of Intent
signing ceremony on April 11 were:
Steven Barden, Montclair State
University, Football
Jordan Barham, Montclair State
University, Football
Olivia Carnevale, Dickinson College, Girls Tennis
Paige Dumont, University of Rochester, Girls Lacrosse
McKenna Edmondson, Washington
and Lee University, Girls Lacrosse
Molly Jackson, Mount Saint Mary’s
University, Rugby
Jake Lerie, The College of New Jersey, Baseball
Matthew Manning, Montclair State
University, Baseball
Mia Melao, Fairfield University, Girls
Track and Field
Mark Natiello, Washington and Lee
University, Boys Basketball
Stuart Pollock, Connecticut College, Boys Track and Field
Damien Ruparel, Amherst College,
Boys Tennis
Daniel Russo, Ramapo College,
Baseball
Joseph San Giacomo, University of
Massachusetts-Amherst, Boys Track
and Field
Luke Spellman, Dickinson College,
Boys Basketball
Caroline Stockwell, University of
Rochester, Girls Track and Field
Christopher Wagner, University of
Scranton, Baseball
Steven Warren, Washington and
Lee University, Boys Swimming
Megan Webber, Muhlenberg College, Field Hockey

This brings to 44 the total number
of WHS student-athletes in the 20172018 school year who will play sports
PUBLIC NOTICE

Congratulations
to the Top Ten Club for March 2018
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TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on May 7,
2018 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for variances from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
227 Elmer, LLC, 227 Elmer Street,
Block 3113, Lot 17. Applicant is seeking
site plan and “c” variance approval to extend a porch on the side of an existing
building to encompass an existing independent staircase. Applicant seeks variances from the following Sections of the
Land Use Ordinance: Section 11.28G1
which requires minimum lot area of 10,000
square feet while 5,000 square feet is
proposed; Section 11.28G2 which requires
minimum lot width of 60 feet while 40 feet
is proposed; Section 11.28G4/12.03D
which requires a minimum front yard setback of 25 feet while 8.5 feet is proposed;
Section 11.28G5 which requires a minimum side yard setback of 5 feet or one
third building height (11 feet 1 inch), while
2.2 feet and 13.1 feet are proposed; Section 11.28G8 which requires a maximum
floor area ratio of 50% while 50.52% is
proposed; Section 11.28G9 which requires
maximum density of one residential unit
per 3,350 square feet while 2,500 square
feet is proposed; Section 11.28G10 which
requires a maximum percent building coverage of 30% while 36.78% is proposed;
Section 11.28G11 which requires a maximum percentage improvement coverage
of 70% while 81.2% is proposed.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details, or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and applications are on file in the
Town Planning Office, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey and may be
seen Monday through Friday from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Linda Jacus, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $43.86

at the college level.
“Westfield High School students
continually attract college recruiters
from around the country,” said Sandra
Mamary, Supervisor of Athletics. “Approximately 22 percent of our senior
student-athletes this year will participate collegiately, representing 19 different sports.”
The complete list of WHS National
Letter of Intent student-athletes for
2017-2018 is as follows:
DIVISION 1
Eric Bebel Bryant University Boys
Swimming
Ryan Bebel College of William and
Mary Boys Swimming
Natalie Bond Stanford University
Girls Lacrosse
Katie Butler Lafayette College Soccer
Luke Hunziker Colgate University
Boys Lacrosse
Molly Jackson Mount Saint Mary’s
University Rugby
Muriel Maloney Monmouth University Girls Swimming
Mia Melao Fairfield University Girls
Track and Field
Jack McCauley College of the Holy
Cross Football (D1-AA)
Pat McIlroy Lehigh University Boys
Lacrosse
Catherine Moriarty University of
Florida Girls Lacrosse
Sydney Paoletti Columbia University Girls Lacrosse
Sam Pugliese Jacksonville University Boys Lacrosse
Joseph San Giacomo Univ. of Massachusetts – Amherst Boys Track and
Field
Whitney Shyposh Rutgers University Crew
Sean Taylor University of Rhode
Island Boys Golf
DIVISION 2
Adam McDaniel University of New
Haven Football
DIVISION 3
Steve Barden Montclair State University Football
Jordan Barham Montclair State
University Football
Stephanie Borr Brandeis University Girls Volleyball
Olivia Carnevale Dickinson College
Girls Tennis
Paige Dumont University of Rochester Girls Lacrosse
McKenna Edmondson Washington
and Lee College Girls Lacrosse
Grace Elliott University of Scranton
Girls Soccer
Shea Elliott University of Chicago
Football
Juandre House Fitchburg State
University Football
Kylinn Kraemer Montclair State
University Girls Soccer
Jake Lerie The College of New Jersey Baseball
Matthew Manning Montclair State
University Baseball
Melina McDevitt Tufts University
Girls Soccer
Mark Natiello Washington and Lee
University Boys Basketball
Drew Ortiz Bowdoin College Football
Stuart Pollock Connecticut College
Boys Track and Field
Damien Ruparel Amherst College
Boys Tennis
Daniel Russo Ramapo College
Baseball
Molly Ryan Tufts University Girls
Basketball
Dan Sokolin Dickinson College
Boys Soccer
Luke Spellman Dickinson College
Boys Basketball
Caroline Stockwell University of
Rochester Girls Track and Field
Jake Vall-Llobera Johns Hopkins
University Football
Chris Wagner University of
Scranton Baseball
Mark Walter Muhlenberg College
Boys Soccer
Steven Warren Washington and Lee
University Boys Swimming
Megan Webber Muhlenberg College
Field Hockey
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Blue Devils Salvage 12-11 Victory over Patriots
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Caminiti bounced an RBI single up
the middle. The Patriots added two
more runs in the fourth with the help
of a pair of walks and several pitches
in the dirt to take a 7-3 lead.
But the Blue Devils tied the score
7-7 with four runs in the bottom of the
inning. Matt Barmakian lashed a
double to left but his pinch runner was
gunned down attempting to steal third.
McIntyre made it the whole way to
second on a dropped ball in left then
Manning ripped his first RBI single
the opposite way.
“It felt really good. We had

will happen,” Manning explained.
Finally Westfield scored three times
in the sixth for an 11-10 lead. Wagner
and Vall-Llobera singled. An overthrow on a back pick attempt allowed
Wagner to trot home then Caminiti
slapped an RBI single to right.
Caminiti attempted to swipe second
but was called out. Ben Cappiello
walked and scored on Mike Charlton’s
double to left.
In the Patriot seventh, Nick Michael
plopped a one-out single over first
then Barden chased down a difficult
liner in center to put the Blue Devils to

Barden singled, flew to third and scored
the winner on Lerie’s single.
“Today we started out pretty slow.
They had us 5-0. It was pretty rough
for us, so we had to go out and get
started. I walked twice and struck out
once, so I had to get the bat on the ball
on the last at-bat to make up for my
team. I stepped to the plate. He threw
me a curveball actually down the
middle. I was surprised, so I just waited
for it to break over and I hit it the
opposite way and it went through the
gap. So I knew we had the game,”
Barden described.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING IN THE DMR...Cranford Cougar Lindsay Aschmies works her leg of the distance medley relay at the Blue
Devil Invitational on April 21. Aschmies, Julia Kelly, Trinity Carter and Grace DiGiovanni finished fourth in the event.

Blue Devils Win 3, Raiders 1 at Girls BD Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAY AT THE PLATE...Blue Devil catcher Mike Charlton gets the throw from leftfield and puts the tag on Patriot Jason
Hilenski in the second inning at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on April 20.

McIntyre on base and he’s got wheels,
so I knew the minute I hit it that he
would be scoring. We put some runs
on the board,” Manning said.
Lerie walked, Wagner drilled an
RBI double to left, Jake Vall-Llobera
drew an intentional walk then Lerie
and Wagner would score on pitches in
the dirt.
The Patriots took advantage of a
few Westfield mental lapses and a
balk call to grab a 10-7 lead in the fifth
but Manning’s second RBI single the
opposite way in the Westfield fifth
narrowed it to 10-8.
“Pretty much I get down here early
every day, get my swings in and that
showed on the field today with good
selection, just listening to Brew [Head
Coach Bob Brewster], swing at strikes,
drive it the other way and good things

within one out of victory. But after
Hilenski walked, Anthony Palmisano
tapped an RBI single over second. The
Blue Devils failed to score in the lower
half of the inning then relief pitcher
Mike Carlone got the Patriots out 1-23 to set up the dramatic finale where

“There were a lot of controvercial
plays that went on. I think plays should
have gone more our way but we played
our game. We executed and we got a
win,” Manning expressed.
Colonia
Westfield
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Raider Laxers Defeat Bernards Boys, 13-6
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys lacrosse team improved
to 6-1 with a home victory over Bernards on April 17. Wolverine man in
the pit Bobby Root won 10 of 17
face-offs for the Raiders.
Noah Costanzo put in five goals
and Jack Brady netted a pair of
goals and a pair of assists. Anthony
Porter (5 ground balls) and Aidan
Guma each had a goal and three

assists. Tom Nakonechny had two
goals and four ground balls. Matt
Monroy had a goal and an assist and
Alex Oslislo had an assist and five
ground balls. Ryan Johnson had a
goal and five ground balls and
Harrison Parada scooped seven
ground balls. Goalkeeper Tom
Bruckman made seven saves.
Bernards
Sc Pl-Fanwood
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Raiders Maddy Bord, Imani Rivers,
Amanda Logie and Sara Greene, who
took second at 13:08.18. Cougars Julia
Kelly, Lindsay Aschmies, Trinity
Carter and Grace DiGiovanni finished
fourth at 13:45.83. Last week at the
Holmdel meet, the Blue Devils qualified their foursome for the Penn Relays in the DMR (first time in WHS
history).
Union Catholic’s Khamil Evans
(400), Jerika Lufrano (1,600), Zamira
Ysaac [800] and Leena Morant (1,200)
easily took first with a time of 12:27.9.
“From the beginning, we were expecting to go out there and take the
lead but we were just hoping to get
our best times individually. We came
out really hard in each of our legs. We
ended up winning by a lot,” said Evans,
who added, “My time was all right
today. We are looking for better times
going into Penns [Relays]. Hopefully
we can put together a good team but
today I think it a good day overall.”
“It was the first time that I ran the
1,200. I usually run the 800. It’s only
one more lap. I was trying to pace
myself for the three laps, get out in
front and maintain the lead,” Morant
explained.
Melao, along with Emma Jackler,
Katie Hamilton and Grace Morgan

qualified for the Penn Relays in the
4x800 by recording a time of 9:39.97
last week at the Husky Relays but
were not competing in the event at the
Blue Devil Invitational.
With reference to their 4x800 qualification, Melao explained, “Going into
the race, we wanted to lay everything
on the line because we knew it was
our last chance to qualify. I think
collectively, we were doing it for each
other, which was awesome. Also everyone here is in the DMR, so we have
done a lot of relays together.”
“The 4x8 last week was amazing.
Everybody was super pumped because we just raced on Thursday the
DMR. We were, ‘Oh no! I don’t know
if we are going to make it.’ So we left
everything on the line for the 4x8. We
were just running that, so we had our
minds set on it. It went really well.
The handoffs went really well. Everyone just raced to their potential, which
is great,” Jackler expressed.
“I’m the freshman of the team. We
do a lot of relays together and I love
the atmosphere getting so pumped
up. I think we were all ready to run it.
We run it more for each other than to
qualify,” Hamilton said.
“Coming into it, we were all really
excited. I was really nervous but it

went well. I was just trying to break
2:25 because the 800 isn’t really my
race. I like the mile,” Morgan said.
Hamilton at 5:16.17 and Jackler at
5:22.13 took 2-3 in the one mile run.
Jackler, Morgan, Marie Koglin and
Sydney Harding finished second in
the 4x400 at 4:12.48 and Raiders
Bord, Rosie Cuomo, Greene and Kerri
McNeely finished fourth at 4:18.17.
Blue Devils Julia Csorba, Kaitlyn
Alliegro and Abigail Knaul finished
second in the 400 hurdles at 3:38.78.
Cougars Charlotte VanWhy, Amanda
Hogan and Jamie Hendrzak took
fourth at 3:46.28, followed by Raiders Cuomo, Nicole Agwu and Che
Dashiell at 3:47.53.
Raiders Trinity Hart (meet’s best
leap of 17-6.25), Corrinne Lyght and
Abbe-Gayle Burton took first in the
long jump with a distance of 49-10.25.
Blue Devils Alex Piscitelli, Knaul
and Adrianna Vergara placed fourth
at 46-0.5 and Cougars Cielo
Tumbokon, Sasha Knapp and
VanWhy took fifth at 45-10.75. Raiders Anina Dashiell, Che Dashiell and
Burton took third in the triple jump
with a distance of 96-4.5, followed by
Cougars Tombokon, VanWhy and
Alexandra Casso at 94-5.75.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 29th 1-4PM
460 Hillside Avenue, Westfield

tĞƐƞŝĞůĚͶĞƐŝŐŶĞĚΘĚƌĞƐƐĞĚƚŽƐƚĂŶĚĂďŽǀĞΘ
ĂƉĂƌƚ͘ϰϯϳϱ^Ƌ͘&ƚ͘ŽĨĨĂƐŚŝŽŶĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ͕ŽƉĞŶƉůĂŶ
ůŝĨĞƐƚǇůĞ͘ϮůŽĐŬƐƚŽdĂŵĂƋƵĞƐ^ĐŚŽŽů&ĞĂƚƵƌĞƐΘ
^ƉĞĐŝĮĐĂƟŽŶƐďŽǀĞΘĞǇŽŶĚ͊Ψϭ͕ϰϵϴ͕ϴϴϴ

tĞƐƞŝĞůĚͲͲ>ŝŐŚƚ͕ƌŝŐŚƚZĞŵŽĚͲ
ĞůĞĚΘǆƉĂŶĚĞĚ͘&Ăď'ƌĞĂƚ
ZŽŽŵůŽŽŬŝŶŐŽƵƚĂƚŚƵŐĞďĂĐŬͲ
ǇĂƌĚ͘ΨϴϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ 

tĞƐƞŝĞůĚͶ'ƌĂŶĚĞƵƌ͕ĂŶĚŶĐŚĂŶƚŵĞŶƚŝŶdŚĞ
'ĂƌĚĞŶƐ͊dŚŝƐĞǆƋƵŝƐŝƚĞdƵĚŽƌĞǆĞŵƉŝĮĞƐ͞ƚŚĞǇ
ĚŽŶ͛ƚŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŵůŝŬĞƚŚĂƚĂŶǇŵŽƌĞ͘͟ŐƌĂŶĚ
ĐĂŶǀĂƐƚŽƉĂŝŶƚǇŽƵƌĚƌĞĂŵƐŽŶ͘Ψϭ͕ϮϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ

DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶƐŝĚĞͲͲ>ŝŐŚƚ͕ƌŝŐŚƚĂŶĚ
WƌŝĐĞZŝŐŚƚ͘ϯZ͕Ϯ͘ϱĂƚŚƐŽŶ
ƐĞƌĞŶĞtǇĐŚǁŽŽĚƵůͲĚĞͲ^ĂĐ͘
Ψϲϴϱ͕ϬϬϬ

DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶƐŝĚĞͲͲWŽŽůƐŝĚĞWĂƌĂͲ
ĚŝƐĞ͊ϱZ͕ϯĂƚŚƐŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ
ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞEĂŶŶǇͬ/ŶͲůĂǁ^ƵŝƚĞ͘
DĂŶǇŐƌĞĂƚƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ͘Ψϳϯϵ͕ϬϬϬ


&XULRXVDERXW\RXUSURSHUW\YDOXH"
9LVLW

9DOXH0\+RPH1-FRP

Tudorific home perfectly positioned on beautifully landscaped property. Offering special features like
original wood beams, leaded glass windows, slate roof and copper roof and your own turret. Updated
for today’s lifestyle and offering a perfect home to live in happily ever after. Offered at $1,150,000.

Cell: 908-209-3370
houston460@aol.com
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE
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Bernadette Houston, CRB
Broker / Salesperson

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE
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908-233-5555
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Hilltoppers Hold Off Softball Raiders, 13-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY CHAMPS...Blue Devils Matt Meusel, Cooper Brennan, Spencer Weigand and Jackson
O’Brien took first in the DMR at the Blue Devil Invitational. The special DMR baton is displayed in the inset.

Blue Devil Boys Win DMR, Javelin; SPF 400H
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

me. The last 100 I was just barely able
to catch him and get us back up to first
going into the third leg,” O’Brien
described.
“Jackson gave it to me in first. He
did what he wanted, got me a good
nice start. First lap was really fast, the
fastest that I’ve ever gone out in,
which is good and bad. I went out like
56 [first lap] but towards the end of
the race I started to feel the fatigue
and the last 200 I was trying to push
through whatever I had left. I just
wanted to get the baton to Spencer,”
Brennan expressed.
“Coming off the handoff from Cooper, I saw that Union was a second or
two up the road, so I focused on not
trying to make that all up on the first
100 meters. I closed the gap around
300 if I remember correctly. After
that, it was just chasing back markers
and trying to use them to keep me
going. We didn’t get too much action
on the anchor leg, so with 400 to go it
was just focusing on keeping my mechanics good,” Weigand said.
Last week at the Husky Relays, the
foursome of Meusel, Brennan,
Weigand and James McCutcheon took
first in the 4x800.
“It was a good rust buster for the
beginning of the season. That was our
first big meet. It felt good to get back
under 1:57 and it was even better that
we won the race,” Weigand said.

“I felt honored to be part of it. I
really look up to these guys and being
able to run with them is really exciting. It makes me happy to get the
opportunity,” Brennan said.
“The goal was to break 8:00 to
make Penn again. We ran 8:02 and
thankfully they accepted us,” Meusel
said.
Blue Devils Jack Johnson, Ronnie
Melao, Dan Scalia and Ryan Qin finished second in the 4x800 with a time
of 8:31.78. The Westfield “B” team,
Tom Chen, Rutger Barraza, Jack
Maranz and Kurt Hu took fourth at
8:48.24. Blue Devils Steve Zucker,
Ajay Olson, Jake Salter and Weigand
took second in the sprint medley relay

(SMR) at 3:37.93 and the “B” squad
of O’Brien, Devin Wendel, Rob
Brown and Meusel finished fifth at
3:44.67, followed by Raiders Garcia,
Fleischer, Sanders and Stewart at
3:47.56.
Raiders Mike Gross, Leigh and
Nanshah placed second in the high
jump with a height of 16-4. Cougars
Josiah and Josh Cadet and Arroyo
took third in the long jump with a
distance of 56-6.75. Raider Ian
Celardo, Tyler Dvorin and Josh Barros
took fifth in the pole vault with a
height of 26-6. Blue Devils Will
McGlynn (4:33.45), Will Loggia
(4:34.32) and Kevin Yucetepe
(4:37.84) took 4-6-7 in the mile relay.

the sixth.
line. Kekelis plopped a single over
“We felt really good at the end
“I was seeing it well and I saw it go first and Ferguson hopped an RBI because we were down by a lot. Then
out well. I thought a couple could single to left. Solsky stepped up and we got six runs in the last inning. We
have gone over but a little bit more hammered her RBI double underneath didn’t just give up,” Solsky said.
power and it would,” Calabrese said. the fence in center then Novello added
The Hilltoppers’ only setback was
As to her home run, Natunen ex- an RBI groundout.
a 2-0 loss to the Union Catholic Viplained humbly, “I got walked twice
“It was a really solid hit and it felt it kings — 8-1 record as of April 19.
before that. I was just waiting for my good,” commented Solsky
“We were disappointed after the
pitch and got lucky.”
Summit scored four insurance runs Union Catholic loss. They scored on
“She’s been a little frustrated lately that it needed in the seventh because a passed ball and then an error all on
because she’s got about eight
walks on the year in ony four or
five games. I was happy for her
to get a hold of one today,”
Coach Simo said of Natunen.
“Jessica is a junior. Ava is only
a freshman so there’s some good
things.”
Other good things came off
the bats of Taylor Thompson (2
hits, 2 RBI, 2 runs), Giana
Acitelli (3 hits, run), Kasey
Walsh (2 hits, 2 runs, RBI) and
Blomfield (2 hits, 2 RBI)
Raider starting pitcher Zoe
Cardenas got out of a baseloaded jam in the top of the first
inning but was injured by a
hard shot back to the mound
midway through the five-run
second inning and had to leave
the game, having been replaced
by Amanda Venezia.
Natunen bashed her solo
homer in the fourth inning and
Calabrese followed with a
double, moved to third on
Blomfield’s single then scored
when pinch runner Jess Hughes
was gunned down at second by
catcher Kelly Nitti. Taylor ThDavid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ompson rapped an RBI single
in the fifth and Natunen doubled GETTING TO SECOND ON TIME...Raider Sarah McEvoy slides into second base safely
and scored on Blomfield’s as the ball skips toward Summit shortstop Taylor Thompson in the seventh inning.
single in the sixth. Raider
centerfielder Ferguson turned a double the Raiders plated six runs on four the same play. We had opportunities
play by grabbing a fly ball then gun- hits and four walks in the bottom of to put the game away. We just didn’t,”
ning down Hughes at the plate.
the inning before Blomfield returned Coach Simo explained.
DiGiacomo led off the Raider sixth to the mound to get the final out.
“It definitely fired us up. We have a
with a double down the third base
lot of new freshmen on this team but
they are really good. We have great
Baseball Cougars Top chemistry and work well together. I
think we are going to have a good
Summit Hilltoppers
season,” Natunen said.
The Cranford High School base“I think we have a pretty good team
ball team shutout the Summit this year. We have a lot of girls from
Hilltoppers, 3-0, in Cranford on April different age groups, so we are comfourth in the 4x200 at 1:46.44.
Blue Devils Elizabeth Bielen, Julia 17 as Gordon Graceffo tossed a one- ing in hard. We all want it. We have
Burk, Ava Maurillo and Caroline hitter, while walking two and striking very good chemistry. We grew up
Stockwell took third in the 4x800 out 13. Jamie Shriner tripled, singled, together. We played together,”
with a time of 10:38.29. Raiders scored twice and had an RBI for the 4- Calabrese said.
Cassandra Salot, Olivia Fletcher and 2-1 Cougars. Tyler Szczech singled
“Against the better teams, we are
Antoinette Chango took sixth in the twice and scored once, Joe Meola going to have to swing the bats a little
shot put with a distance of 80-3.25. In singled twice and Mike Meola had an bit and play better defense than we
the 800 open race, Blue Devils RBI. Pat Connolly, Jake DeClerico did in the last inning,” Coach Simo
Caroline Collins at 2:29.87 and Sarah and Deandre Fieldhouse each singled. warned.
Hacker at 2:30.16 took 4-5, while Summit
000 000 0
0
Summit
050 211 4
13
Grace Endy finished 10th at 2:34.51. Cranford
200 010 x
3
Sc Pl-Fanwood
000 003 6
9

Blue Devils Win 3, Raiders 1 at Girls BD Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Blue Devils Hamilton, Csorba,
Triarsi and Knaul, who broke the
WHS record by placing first in the
shuttle hurdles last week at the Husky
Relays with a time of 1:07.23, turned
in an even better time of 1:06.69 but
placed second in the event behind a
strong Union Catholic foursome of
Amaya Chadwick, Felicia Quianoo,
Zamira Ysaac and Avery Jordan, who
finished in 1:02.74. Raiders Cuomo,
Hammond, Agwu and Anina Dashiell

finished third at 1:10.2.
Anina and Che Dashiell and Kayla
Paprocki took second in the high jump
with a height of 13-10 and Blue Devils Triarsi, Eva Boyes and Alliegro
tied Governor Livingston for third at
13-8. Raiders Hart, Imani Rivers,
McNeely and Kaelah Wiggins took
third in the 4x100 at 49.87 and Blue
Devils Vergara, Horton, Hammer and
DeDea finished sixth at 51.16. Hart,
Rivers, McNeely and Wiggins took

WORK HARD,
LIVE RIGHT.
1

COLDWELL BANKER

MONTH

FREE

MOVEIN
SPECIAL!*

Spectacular,
open-air loft living —
just a short walk from
the train station.

Every spacious apartment features a large master bedroom,
an impressive kitchen package, and upscale ﬂooring and
cabinetry. All within walking distance of fabulous restaurants
and shops, and the Garwood train station.
Open and airy ﬂoorplans
Outside terraces
Full-size washers and dryers

Plainfield I $525,000

Westfield I $599,000

Located in Hillside Avenue Historic District w/ Grand Center Hall. Beautiful
sunroom, kitchen w/ 2 walk-in pantries. Covered porch w/ patio.
Agent: Cynthia Alexander
Search 3438749 on CBHomes.com

Move right in to this well-maintained home w/ many tasteful updates
and amenities. Fabulous sized yard w/ private patio! Eat-In Kitchen.
Agent: Sherrie Natko

Springfield I $779,000

Westfield I $929,000

Beautifully updated & maintained custom split level in tranquil location.
2 Master Bedrooms. Wood burning FP. Private landscaped yard.
Agent: Diane Kontra
Search 3461928 on CBHomes.com

Top location! Beautifully updated, move-in ready on quiet cul-de-sac! Spacious
open floor plan with stunning HW floors throughout. Full finished bsmnt.
Agent: Lois Berger
Search 3460961 on CBHomes.com

Scotch Plains I $1,099,000

Westfield I $1,450,000

Center Hall Colonial on 1.48 acres. Perfect setting for entertaining and
everyday living. Multi-level deck accessible from kitchen. A dream estate!
Agent: Mary DePaola

Stunning Center Hall Colonial! Premier Indian Forest location on quiet
cul-de-sac. Beautiful features and light filled rooms. Warm and Inviting!
Agent: Carol Tener
Search 3460540 on CBHomes.com

Search 3458444 on CBHomes.com

On-site maintenance
Private parking

Search 3450227 on CBHomes.com

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
*Leasing special valid on all applications approved and accepted
by 4/30/18. For units with a move-in by 4/30 only.

500 North Avenue

Garwood, NJ 07027

866-419-1263

garwoodlofts.com

Westﬁeld West Ofﬁce 600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090 | 908.233.0065
Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. All associates featured are licensed with the NJ Department of State as a Broker
or Salesperson. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is
believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

309 North Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE FINAL LEG…Blue Devil Kevin Ingram, left, receives the
baton from Jason Isbit to begin the final leg of the 4x800 at the Blue Devil Classic
Relays on April 21, 2012.

From the archives (goleader.com)
of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times
April 24, 2015: Sophomore pitcher
Vince Genova may have recorded just
one strikeout, but he hit the strike
zones just right to allow zero walks,
while scattering five hits, in a complete game, 9-2, Cranford Cougar baseball team victory over the Governor
Livingston Highlanders in Cranford.
Trailing, 2-1, the 10-2 Cougars, who
have won eight straight, poured on the
offense in the fifth and sixth innings to
distance themselves from the 11-3
Highlanders. The Cougars put together
13 hits and Albert Gargiulo (2 runs,

RBI) had three of them, including a
key bunt single that loaded the bases
in the fifth.
April 25, 2015: Superb defense on
the part of two high quality teams
made for a low-scoring showdown
between the No. 2 ranked Summit
Hilltoppers and the Westfield Blue
Devils boys lacrosse team at Summit.
The Westfield defense’s ability to clog
up the middle and create turnovers
plus a timely save by goalkeeper Toby
Burgdorf earned the Blue Devils a
stunning 6-5 victory over the
Hilltoppers.
April 22, 2014: Three errors in the
first inning put the Westfield Blue

Courtesy of a fan (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOP PLAYER IN UNION COUNTY...Blue Devil sophomore Tyler Roth knocked
off the third seed and the top seed to become the Union County Tournament
champion at first singles on April 24, 2014.

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING TOWARD THE PLATE...Cougar Ryan Bakie makes a serious dive
towards home plate but gets tagged out by Highlander catcher Rob Dilly in the
first inning in Cranford on April 24, 2015. Cranford won, 9-2.

SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY...The Blue Devils run onto the field to celebrate
after defeating the No. 2 ranked Summit Hilltoppers, 6-5, in a defensive struggle
in Summit on April 25, 2015.

D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders
Blue Devils
Cougars

Walk Down Memory Lane
Devil baseball team in a hole, but an
eruption of six runs in the sixth pushed
the Blue Devils on their way to an 8-4
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield.
The Blue Devils finished with 12 hits
and Anthony Perconte sparked that
six-run sixth with a booming two-run
triple to right-centerfield. Perconte (3for-4, 2 runs scored) also singled in
the first and doubled in the fifth.
April 24, 2014: Sophomore Tyler
Roth had several rugged rungs to climb
if he wanted to be the Union County
Tournament (UCT) first singles champion. And he succeeded to add cushion points to the Westfield High School
boys 10th straight UCT title at Don
Van Blake Courts in Plainfield. The
Blue Devils won four (also Noah Reich
— second singles, Ben Cymbala &
Jack Siegel — first doubles, Chris
Algarin & Will Kelly — second
doubles) of the five flights and placed
third in the other to total 92 points,
while the Summit (S) Hilltoppers had
one champion and finished second

Real Estate

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 29TH 1-5PM

•

Mortgage

Insurance

•

first in the sprint medley relay with a
time of 4:16.64.
April 21, 2011: With the Westfield
Blue Devil boys tennis team receiving
the top seed in all five flights, there
was very little question as to who was
going to win the Union County Tournament (UCT) championship at
Donald Van Blake Courts in Plainfield.
The question was, were the Blue Devils going to sweep? But everybody had
to wait until senior Alan Chu, who
split his first two sets, 6-2, 2-6, with
Alex Hocken of New Providence (NP),
came on strong to win the third set, 62, to claim the third singles crown and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD PLAY AT HOME...Raider catcher JT Beirne puts the tag on Blue Devil
Marc Luino, No. 5, after a fine relay from leftfield to the shortstop in the fifth
inning at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield on April 22, 2014.

Closing Services

Sales Associate
of the Month
Jacqueline
“Jackie” Mandell
Top Sales, Units
and Dollar Volume
for the Month of
March

COLONIAL
BERKELEY HEIGHTS

•

with a total of 78.
April 19, 2012: An explosive hitting lineup and effective pitching
showcased the strengths of the
Cranford Cougar girls’ softball team
when it scored eight runs in the first
inning to earn a 12-4 victory over
Westfield in Westfield.
Julie Saragusa belted two home runs
and had four RBI in her four plate
appearances. On the mound, she
yielded three earned runs on 12 hits,
retired four batters and walked one.
Melissa Moreno also went 3-for-4,
including a two-run homer and an RBI
single. Stephanie Bagniewski banged
a two-run single, and Allison Verrelli
had a double and an RBI bunt single.
Izzy Acton and Jess Casale each had
two hits and an RBI to lead the Cougars’ 14-hit attack.
April 21, 2012: Top teams from
North and Central New Jersey converged on Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield and proceeded to break 15
meet records at the Blue Devil Classic
Relays. The Union Catholic Viking

boys broke three meet records and the
Cranford Cougar girls broke one meet
record. In the girls’ events, Cougar
Bryanna Grant (37.5.5) and Regine
Hunter (35-11.75) broke the Cougars’
own meet record of 67-10.75 (2011)
in the triple jump by combining for a
distance of 73-5.25.
Blue Devils Peter Fagan with the
top height of 14 feet and John Stelmach
took top honors in the pole vault with
a height of 26-6. Blue Devils Meghan
Reilly (113-11 – third best) and Christina Mosco took top honors in the
javelin with a distance of 212-7. Raiders Justine Valdes, Devora Ward,
Dariana Devore and Erin Pierce took

$749,000

5 Bedroom, 3.5 Baths Colonial. FLR, FDR, FR with fplc, large EIK with slider leading to deck
and private backyard, 2 car attached garage. Directions: Emerson Lane to Branko Road.

Jacqueline “Jackie” Mandell

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD

$599,000

3 BR, 2 Bath Colonial. This home features EIK, FDR, WBF, HWF under
carpet, sunroom, full basement, fenced in yard, 2 car detached garage.

Maria DiCarlo

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 29TH 1-4PM

SPLIT LEVEL

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD

$750,000

Extensively renovated and expanded 4 BR, 2 Bath Colonial with high end amenities throughout. Addition
with FR adjacent to designer Kitchen. Directions: Central or Rahway Ave to Grove to Westfield Ave.

Holly Cohen

Leona Sinclair

WESTFIELD

COLONIAL
$899,000

4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths Split. FR with gas fireplace. Gourmet updated kit, FDR, LR,
HWF, basement with office and rec room, Deck plus paver patio, 2 car built-in garage.

Patricia “Patty” O’Connor

8FTUæFME0GæDF|

WARREN

$2,299,000

Country Estate, 16 rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. Custom Chef`s kitchen,
multi-unit CAC, detailed millwork and eye catching custom windows.

James Euwer

R E A L T O R S

®
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#LoveWhereYouLive
TheIsoldiCollection.com
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 29th • 1-3PM
630 Clark Street, Westfield • Offered at $1,445,000
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D. Blair Corbin’s
Raiders

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougars

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 29th • 1-4PM
9 Tudor Oval, Westfield • Offered at $839,900

This wonderful four bedroom, two full and one half bath
Colonial is beautifully maintained and is move-in ready. It has
been painted both inside and out and offers refinished
hardwood floors throughout. This quintessential home is
situated on a lovely landscaped lot in quiet neighborhood
setting, conveniently located just minutes from schools, NYC
transportation and award winning downtown Westfield for
shopping and dining. This home is one you won’t want to miss.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 29th • 1-4PM
Echo Ridge, 1350 Route 22, Mountainside • Offered from mid $700s

David B. Corbin (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING ONE OF MANY FINE SAVES…Blue Devil goalie Jeff LaForge, No. 1,
prepares to stop a shot from Wolfpack attacker Sean Morrissey, No. 36, and Blue
Devil Connor Melofchik, No. 11, defends the net on April 24, 2010 in Westfield.

to give the Blue Devils their seventh
straight title and third sweep in four
years (2008, 2009, 2011). For Chu, it
was his third UCT title (2008 at second doubles, 2010 at first doubles).
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner, who has coached boys and
girls soccer and boys tennis and swimming, achieved a milestone by recording his 100th tournament victory –
that included county, conference and
group only and does not include
invitationals, such as the Delbarton
Tournament, etc.
April 21, 2011: Errors gave hits a
run for its money, but the hits made it
possible for the Westfield Blue Devils
baseball team to hammer out a 13-8
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Westfield. The hits ranged anywhere
from a 15-foot dinker to a pair of home
runs and a 400-foot double. Blue Devil
AJ Murray accounted for the dinker
and two-run homer over the leftfield
fence to finish 3-for-4, with three runs
scored and three RBI.
April 22, 2010: Senior Gary
Binkiewicz tossed a one-hitter and
permitted only two walks, while striking out three, to lead the 10-4 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders baseball team
to a 10-0, five-inning shutout of 6-5
Union in Scotch Plains. Defensively,
shortstop Mike Ridge was involved in
several fine putouts, one being a
Binkiewicz-to-second-to-first double
play in the second inning. Joe
D’Annunzio went 2-for-2, with a triple,
3 RBI and 2 runs scored.
April 24, 2010: Rugged defensive
defiance kept the potent offensive attack of the 11th-ranked West Morris
Wolfpack, led by Sean Morrissey, relatively silent in the Westfield Blue Devil
boys lacrosse team’s 9-5 victory at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
Senior captain Andrew Arnold provided a major portion of the 7-2 Blue
SHERIFF’S SALE

Intimate community of spacious, light filled townhomes.
Models varying from 2480 to 2660 square feet, some with first
floor master suites and daylight basements. Highlights include
5” wide hardwood flooring on 1st floor, custom trims and
moldings, linear gas fireplace in great room, Kitchen Aid®
stainless steel appliances and two car garage.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 29th • 1-4PM
314 Orenda Circle, Westfield • Offered at $795,000

This four bedroom, two full, one half bath Center Hall Colonial
is impeccably maintained and offers great space. Hardwood
floors, expansive living room , formal dining room, eat-inkitchen w/island, wet bar & planning desk. Family room w/
fireplace and enclosed 3 season porch. Master bedroom retreat
w/private bath. Lower level with recreation room. Nestled on
a knoll on a half acre lot featuring a multi-level deck with builtin seating for your outdoor enjoyment.
Westfield Area Homes by
Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate
Cell: 908-787-5990
For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi | twitter @homeswestfield

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of
NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001030
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000758-14
Plaintiff: CITIBANK, N.A., NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR NRZ PASS-THROUGH TRUST
V1
VS.
Defendant: STEVEN JONES; CAROL JONES,
HIS WIFE; BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; ESSEX
CO BD SOCIAL SERVS; ROBIN HARRIS;
ROBERTA JONES; HCM CLAIM MANAGEMENT CORP; DAWN M. CREAMER; JERRY C.
GOLDHAGEN; NICOLE GRIFFIN; MARGARET
RUSH OF INF & IND; RONDELL RUSH INF;
SHARON DELFINO; NELLIE J. BABCOCK; NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES INC; PNC
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; UNION CO
BD SOCIAL SERVS; GENERAL ELECTRIC
CAPITAL
CORPORATION;
BERGEN
REGIONLA MEDICAL CENTER LP; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; VINELAND ANESTHESIA CONSULTANTS PC; WEST JERSEY HEALTH SYSTEM; ATLANTIC SHORE ORTHOPAEDIC;
UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND DENTI; FIRST
FIDELITY BANKCORPORATION; FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY A DELAWARE CORP
CENTRAL COLLECTIONS; PARKSIDE MANOR
APARTMENTS; SHORE MEMORIAL HOSP;
COUNTY OF ATLANTIC; CUMB COUNY BD
SOCIAL SERV; MERCE MAAGEMENT; CITY
OF TRENTON; STONE CENTER OF NJ; SOCIETY HILL HEIGHTS II; CAPITAL COLLECTION
SER; PETROLEUM CORP DBA AUGUSTA
AGWAY; BOSCOVS; COLONNADE APT;
GRANATE FUEL AND SUPPLIES; PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL; FLEISCHER
Sale Date: 05/16/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/05/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-Seven Thousand Four Hundred NinetyNine and 29/100*** $477,499.29.
Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 1601 Front Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
Tax Lot(s): 16, in Block: 602.
Dimensions (Approximately): 52 x 107 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Grant Avenue.
Important: Indicate lien information, if any, to
be advertised pursuant to the Supreme Court
decision of 10/28/99 Summit Bank vs. Dennis
Thiel (A-58-98).
Tax Sale Certificate: Cert.No: 1417, Sold To:
US Bank Cust for BVOOI Trust Amount: $154.63,
Dated: October 28, 2014, Recorded: January 5,
2015, Book: 13866, Page: 591.
Mortgage: Mortgagor: Melissia L. Shackleford
& Robert Banks, Mortgagee: Empire Funding
Corp., Amount: $17,000.00, Dated: July 26, 1994,
Recorded:October 4, 1994, Book: 5466, Page:
102.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Ninety-Three
Thousand Eight Hundred Three and 47/100***
$493,803.47 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
85 BROAD STREET
SUIT 501
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10004
(212) 471-5150
4 T - 04/19, 04/26, 05/03
& 05/10/18
Fee: $255.00

DWC Approves Grants;
Promotes Spring Events
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Blue Devils

Walk Down Memory Lane

Extraordinary Colonial offers historic architecture with modern
day luxuries & conveniences. Highlights include mahogany
wrap around front porch, high ceilings, millwork, wood floors
and 3 fireplaces. Nestled on a picturesque .47 acre lot, the
landscaped grounds are beautifully manicured and include a
private, fenced backyard oasis with deck, patio and Gunite
heated in-ground pool. A truly special home.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devils’ defensive wall, and senior
Zander Maslow dogged Morrissey all
afternoon. Senior attacker John
Bohlinger led the Blue Devils with
three goals and two assists.
April 24, 2007: Senior Adam Bergo
led a sweep in the long jump and
added a first, second and a third place
to help the Westfield Blue Devil boys
track & field team stun Scotch PlainsFanwood, 71-69, at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield to break the Raiders’ twodecade long regular-season winning
streak. Additionally, the 4-0 Blue Devils displayed strength in the 4x400,
100, 800 and 3,200-meter events and
held their own in the pole vault, javelin and triple jump.
Raider Kyle Rowbotham won all
four of his events, the triple jump, the
200 meters (Blue Devil Ricardo
Johnson at 22.7 was second and Raider
Kyle Grizzard was third), the 400
hurdles followed by teammate Tom
Pennella and Blue Devil Craig
Cognetti at 61.8, and the 110 hurdles.
April 25, 2007: Sophomore
fireballer Chris Jenkins made things
quite easy for his defense by striking
out 11 batters in a five-inning, 14-0,
Westfield Blue Devil baseball team
victory over visiting Plainfield. Senior shortstop Tom Bonard added emphasis with a grand slam home run in
the bottom of the third inning, which
resulted in eight Blue Devils crossing
the plate.
April 24, 2003: Last year, a very
experienced, all-senior squad of Blue
Devils whipped a very inexperienced
Raider baseball team, 17-1, in their
first meeting. The Blue Devils went
on to win their 11th Union County title
and the Raiders looked forward to
2003. This year, the tables have been
turned. The Raiders took advantage of
the inexperienced Blue Devils’ mistakes in the fourth and sixth innings
and walked away with a 13-2 victory
in six innings in Westfield, upping
their record to 7-0. Raider sophomore
James Scalfaro pitched five innings,
struck out six, walked two and yielded
four hits. Kyle Baker had three hits
and Kyle Adams had two hits, including a colossal solo blast to centerfield.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000931
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024183-16
Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COMPANY AMERICAS, AS TRUSTEE FOR RESIDENTIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORTGAGE ASSET- BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-QO9
VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM H. RUDOLPH, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES 1-5 AND HIS, HERS, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE
AND
INTEREST;
MIDLAND
FUNDINGLLC; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; TYREEK L.S.H.
RUDOLPH; MRS. TYREEK L.S.H RUDOLPH,
HIS WIFE; ERICA S. RUDOLP-SHEPPARD;
KEENA A. RUDOLPH; AMBRI THOMPSON;
MR. THOMPSON, HUSBAND OF AMBRI THOMPSON
Sale Date: 05/02/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/29/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Five Hundred TwentyFive and 27/100*** $385,525.27.
The property to be sold is located in the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.
It is commonly known as 531 TERRILL ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
It is known and designated as Block 301, Lot
11.
The dimensions are approximately 44 feet X
150 feet.
Nearest cross street: McCrea Place.
Prior lien(s): 2nd Quarter taxes open/due in
the amount of $1,455.06.
Sewer lien redemption in the amount of $723.40
(includes interest to 2/27/2018).
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Nine and 97/
100*** $394,929.97 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 04/05, 04/12, 04/19
& 04/26/18
Fee: $222.36

WESTFIELD — During its
Board of Directors’ meeting held
Monday evening, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special
Improvement District (SID), approved several grants to local businesses and promoted upcoming
spring events to be held in the
downtown area.
The first grant approved by the
board was for the property located at
44 Elm Street, known locally as the
“flatiron building,” for its design
similarity to the famous Manhattan
skyscraper.
“This is the largest grant that we
have ever recommended,” stated Peg
Lockwood, chairwoman of the
DWC’s Design Committee. “The reason that this is such a significant
grant is because the owner is putting
a large sum into the renovations for
the building. He’s worked very
closely with us. He’s done a fantastic
job, really; he’s doing a really great
job in renovating the building. Given
the scope of the renovation and the
visibility in town, this is the type of
business we felt deserved a significant grant.”
At this time, there is no timetable
for when the renovation will be completed but the board is hoping the
work will be finished by this summer.
The next grant recommended and
approved by the board was for a new
restaurant that will be located at 218
East Broad Street.
“Farinolio is a brand new business
that has been the dream of the owners
for many years,” stated DWC Executive Director Sherry Cronin. “The
husband and wife team are creating a
new Tuscan bakery-cafe focused on
the simple pleasure of enjoying wellcrafted food. It’s going to be fantastic
for Westfield.” Farinolio is a Tuscan
restaurant and bakery that will open
this spring.
The board next promoted one of its

signature events of the year: the Girls’
Day and Night Out event scheduled
for Thursday, May 10. The promotion involves many of the restaurants
and retailers in the downtown area.
“The Girls’ Day and Night Out will
likely be as popular as in prior years
with over 2,200 women attending,”
stated Ms. Cronin. “Instead of a separate Spring and Fall Girls’ Night Out,
we combined it as a larger event which
would be all day. Our first all-day
event was in 2017 and we received
great feedback from the ladies who
liked the option of coming down for
lunch and shopping with their girlfriends during the day instead of the
late evening.”
The registration area, located in
the former Chico’s space at 76 Elm
Street, will be open from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. and again from 5 p.m. to 7:30
p.m.
“Over 90 businesses, both retailers and restaurants, participate
and they report brisk sales on
Girls’ Day and Night Out. The
Town of Westfield has graciously
provided free parking and we will
be covering all the meters for the
day to make sure people know
about the event and the free parking for up to two hours free on the
street and up to four hours free in
the lots for participants,” Ms.
Cronin stated.
During the liaisons’ report portion,
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC) Executive Director Gene Jannotti announced that
Westfield’s 30th annual Spring Fling
will be held on Sunday, May 6, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Spring Fling
will have vendors selling wares, a
section for rides and activities for
children and food booths with a wide
range of local fare. The event will be
held rain or shine.
The DWC’s next Board of Directors’ meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 21, at 7:30 p.m. The DWC
office is located at 105 Elm Street, on
the basement level.

FSPY Swimmers Finish 7th
At Y Short Course Nationals
Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y” swim
team finished seventh overall at the
YMCA Short Course National Championship held in Greensboro, N.C.
from April 3 to April 7. FSPY had 16
swimmers qualify for this highly competitive meet against 207 other “Y”
swim teams. FSPY swimmers delivered two National Titles (one individual and one relay) and set seven
new individual records and two relay
records.
The team began the meet with an
astounding first place finish in the
girls 200-medley relay (MR) with the
foursome of Erika Frazier, Rachel
Maizes, Monika Burzynski and
Darlene Fung. This is the second consecutive year that the FSPY girls 200MR team has captured the Short
Course National Title. Additionally,
they also took first at last summer’s
2017 Long Course “Y” Nationals.
On Day 2, Josh Cohen, the top
point scorer for the team, had a blazing 200-free time to clinch the National title and set a new team record.
Cohen dominated the distance events
with three Top-10 finishes: (5th in
500-free, 7th in 1,000-free, 4th in
1,650-free). He reset his records in
1,000 and 1,650-free. Darlene Fung
led the girls with three Top-10 finishes: (6th in 100-fly, 3rd in 50-free,
5th in 100-free). Darlene also set a
new team record in the 100-free and
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18001301
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021606-17
Plaintiff: NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING
VS.
Defendant: DAVID ZIEGLER; MELINDA
ZIEGLER; ASSUNTA ZIEGLER
Sale Date: 05/23/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/25/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Eight Thousand One Hundred Two and 51/
100*** $368,102.51.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of FANWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 150 WILLOUGHBY
ROAD, FAN WOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.
Tax LOT 22, BLOCK 29.
Dimensions of Lot: 67 feet wide by 136 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: MIDWAY AVENUE.
2018 TAXES: QTR2 - 05/01: $3,197.33 OPEN
For sale information, please visit Auction, at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Seventy-Seven
Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy-Four and
61/100*** $377,074.61 together with lawful interest and costs.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being foreclosed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 04/26, 05/03, 05/10
& 05/17/18
Fee: $185.64

reset her own 50-free record. Other
Top-16 finishers were Monika
Burzynski (7th in 100-fly), Rachel
Maizes (13th in the 100-breast) and
Marlise Moesch (12th in 200-free,
15th in 100-free).
Darien Betances set a new team
record in the 200-breast with a time of
2:08.24.
The boys set team records in the
400-free and 800-free relays. John
Piccinic, Julian Park, Logan D’Amore
and Cohen took 10th in the 400-free
relay with a new record of 3:05.73.
D’Amore, Alan Shao, Piccinic, Cohen
took down the 800-free relay record
with a time of 6:49.88.
The girls relay teams took three
Top-10 finishes. Moesch, Fung,
DeeDee Maizes and R. Maizes placed
ninth in the 400-free relay. Moesch,
Fung, Fraizer, R. Maizes captured
fifth in the 200-free relay. D. Maizes,
Moesch, Fung, Burzynski took ninth
in the 800-free relay, while Fung, R.
Maizes, Burzynski and Moesch placed
5th 400-medley relay.
Other FSPY National team qualifiers were Abigail DiGiorgio, Anna
Dunchus, Corby Elderenkamp and
Keren Huang.
For information, or to request a
schedule of classes, please call the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” at (908)
889-8880 or visit www.fspymca.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000998
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12104-17
Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: ALFRED WELLES SUMNER, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE
ESTATE OF AMY H. SUMNER; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 05/09/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred FortySeven and 94/100*** $238,847.94.
The property to be sold is located in FANWOOD
BOROUGH, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 36 GLENWOOD ROAD,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.
Tax Lot No. 12, in Block No. 71.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 59 X 107 X
83 X 86.
Nearest Cross Street: TILLOTSON ROAD.
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTHERLY SIDELINE OF GLENWOOD ROAD THE
FOLLONG COURSES AND DISTANCES FROM
THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHERLY
SIDELINE OFGLENWOOD ROAD WITH THE
EASTERLY SIDELINE OF TILLOTSON ROAD.
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF February 21, 2018: $0.00.
Total Upset: ***Two Hundred Forty-Six Thousand One Hundred Seventy-Four and 63/100***
$246,174.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 04/12, 04/19, 04/26
& 05/03/18
Fee: $181.56
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 17th of APRIL
2018.
ORDINANCE 2018-9
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED
THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK WHEN THE COLA
IS EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN
2.50 PERCENT (N.J.S.A.
40A:4-45.14)

FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS...Summit Area Public Foundation Trustees join
Imagine Executive Director Mary Robinson, center. The trustees, pictured from
left to right, are: Julie Adams, Julie Keenan, Frank Macioce, Meg Dietrich and
Eric LeGoff.

Summit Area Foundation
Awards Grant to Imagine
SUMMIT/MOUNTAINSIDE —
Imagine, A Center for Coping with
Loss, located in Mountainside, recently received a grant of $17,500
from The Summit Area Public Foundation in support of its grief support
programs for children coping with
loss due to the death of a parent or
sibling.
“The Foundation has supported
Imagine since 2013, donating over
$70,000 during that time to help
underwrite our grief support groups
and educational programs. Their generosity has contributed to the emotional health and well-being of countless children and families in Summit
and surrounding towns,” said Imagine Executive Director Mary
Robinson.
“Imagine is a special place for
comfort and support. Its programs
help grieving children and teens to
normalize loss, and to develop
healthy coping skills rather than losing years of their lives to unresolved
grief,” said Eric LeGoff, trustee of
the Summit Area Public Foundation.
The Summit Area Public Foundation is a 501(c)(3) community foundation that fosters philanthropy in
the Summit area by identifying local
needs and offering donors flexible
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 18-10
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 5-11 (DUTIES OF THE BOROUGH CLERK) IN ARTICLE II
(OFFICE OF THE BOROUGH
CLERK) IN CHAPTER 5 (ADMINISTRATION) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO AMEND THE
DUTIES OF THE BOROUGH
CLERK TO ADD SERVING AS
THE ISSUING AUTHORITY
FOR RAFFLE AND BINGO
LICENSES.
WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 13:47-1.1 permits
a governing body to delegate, by ordinance, the authority to approve the granting of raffle and bingo licenses; and
WHEREAS, the governing body of the
Borough of Garwood has chosen to do so;
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood as
follows:
SECTION 1. § 5-11 (Duties of the Borough Clerk) in Article II (Office of the Borough Clerk) in Chapter 5 (Administration)
of the Code of the Borough of Garwood is
hereby amended to read
§ 5-11. Duties of Borough Clerk.
The Borough Clerk shall:
A. Serve as Clerk of the Borough Council and keep its minutes and records of its
proceedings in appropriate books to be
kept in his/her office.
B. Keep suitable records of all Borough
business transacted by him/her and shall
report the same to the Mayor and Council
at regular Council meetings or immediately whenever the interest of the Borough
requires.
C. Have custody of all records, documents, reports, papers and maps required
to be filed in his/her office and shall keep
and maintain the seal of the Borough.
D. Maintain and compile the ordinances
and resolutions of the Borough as required
by law.
E. Preaudit all bills, claims, and demands
against the Borough.
F. Authorize the payment of bills, claims
and demands against payrolls, upon proper
certification of the appropriate department
and resolutions of governing body.
G. Perform such other duties as may be
provided by law, the charter, ordinances,
and resolutions of the Borough.
H. Review potential Federal and State
grants for availability and eligibility by the
Borough of Garwood, review application
to insure that same are prepared by qualified persons and/or employees and that
the said grants are administered by qualified persons and/or employees, review
and process all vouchers, keep and maintain accurate accounting records of all
moneys which are subject to Federal and/
or State audit, attend any and all required
meetings pertaining to the above.
I. Serve as the Issuing Authority pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:47-1.1 to approve the
granting of raffle and bingo licenses.
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.
SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-10, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24th DAY OF APRIL 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-10, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 8th DAY OF MAY
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 04/26/18, The Leader Fee: $88.74

ORDINANCE 2018-10
ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 7.3 (BILLING) IN
CHAPTER XII (SEWER AND
WATER) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK
1 T - 4/26/18, The Times
Fee: $26.01

ways to make a difference in the
lives of their neighbors.
Imagine is a free, year-round, peer
grief support program for children
ages 3 to 18 and young adults 18 to 30
who have had a parent, brother or
sister die, or who are living with a
family member with a life-altering
physical illness. Concurrent support
groups are available for parents and
guardians in both programs. Imagine
also provides educational workshops
and on-site bereavement and crisis
support for businesses, corporations,
schools and community agencies.
Imagine supports children and
families coping with loss and fosters
resiliency and emotional well-being
for all those who grieve. Anyone
who feels he or she could benefit
from this program, or knows of someone who could, is invited to call
Imagine at (908) 264-3100 or e-mail
info@imaginenj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, April 9,
2018, the Planning Board of the Township
of Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey, approved the application of Ascot
Partners, LLC for a Major Subdivision for
property located at 2216 and 2222
Westfield Avenue, Block 3201, Lots 13
and 14, R-3A Zone, to consolidate the
existing lots, and demolish all of the existing structures on those two lots to create 7
new lots for single family residential development, with a new road proposed. The
Resolution memorializing said approval
was duly presented and adopted by the
Planning Board at its regularly scheduled
meeting on April 23, 2018. A copy of said
Resolution has been filed in the office of
the Planning Board and/or the office of the
municipal clerk and is available for public
inspection.
Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 17th of April
2018, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 15th day of May 2018 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinances and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same. Copies of said Ordinances can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.
ORDINANCE 2018-12
ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE SUM OF $325,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PROJECT KNOWN
AS “WESTFIELD ROAD (SECTION 3)MILLING & TOP
COURSE PAVING”.

TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd day of
April, the Zoning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:
1. Application #ZBA-18-001: Granted
approval to Gregory & Nadia Rubert applicants, for a C(1) variance to permit construction of a mudroom and replace the
existing side entrance with a covered landing and stairs. This creates a need for a
side yard variance as the stairs and landing will be 3.3 feet from property line,
whereas 7 foot side yard is required on
Block 238 Lot 19 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 119
Oak Lane in the R-4 Zone.
2. Adjourned until May 21, 2018, Application # ZBA-18-006: Eastman Properties, LLC, the applicant is requesting a
C(2) variance and a D(3) or D(5) variance
for residential density. Applicant is seeking to construct a 3-story building containing first floor commercial space and four
(4) apartments on the two upper floors on
Block 187 Lot 2 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 106
Eastman Street in the D-B Zone.
Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $29.07

ORDINANCE 2018-13

PUBLIC NOTICE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 23-2.3 T (ZONING
PERMIT) IN CHAPTER
XXIII(ZONING) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 18-09

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 04/26/18, The Times Fee: $37.23

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY.

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-09, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2018.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $19.38

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education Regular
Meeting posted for 7:30pm Tuesday, May
1 2018 will now take place at 7:00 pm.
Eric Larson
SBA/BS
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $9.69

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd day of
April, the Zoning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:
1. Application #ZBA-18-001: Granted
approval to Gregory & Nadia Rubert applicants, for a C(1) variance to permit construction of a mudroom and replace the
existing side entrance with a covered landing and stairs. This creates a need for a
side yard variance as the stairs and landing will be 3.3 feet from property line,
whereas 7 foot side yard is required on
Block 238 Lot 19 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 119
Oak Lane in the R-4 Zone.
2. Adjourned until May 21, 2018, Application # ZBA-18-006: Eastman Properties, LLC, the applicant is requesting a
C(2) variance and a D(3) or D(5) variance
for residential density. Applicant is seeking to construct a 3-story building containing first floor commercial space and four
(4) apartments on the two upper floors on
Block 187 Lot 2 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 106
Eastman Street in the D-B Zone.
Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader
Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ORDINANCE NO. 18-11
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
REPEALING ARTICLE V
(PROPERTY MAINTENANCE)
IN CHAPTER 67 (BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, AND ENACTING
A NEW ARTICLE V (PROPERTY MAINTENANCE) IN
CHAPTER 67 (BUILDINGS
AND STRUCTURES) BY
ADOPTING, WITH CERTAIN
REVISIONS, THE 2015 EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE, REGULATING
AND GOVERNING THE CONDITIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF ALL PROPERTY,
BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood
Section 1. Article V (Property Maintenance) in Chapter 67 (Buildings and Structures) of the Code of the Borough of
Garwood is hereby repealed in its entirety
Section 2. A new Article V (Property
Maintenance) in Chapter 67 (Buildings
and Structures) of the Code of the Borough
of Garwood is hereby enacted to read as
follows:
ARTICLE V. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
§ 67-13. Adoption of Standards.
That certain document, three (3) copies
of which are on file in the office of the
Borough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood,
being marked and designated as the International Property Maintenance Code, 2015
edition, as published by the International
Code Council, is hereby adopted as the
Property Maintenance Code of the Borough of Garwood for regulating and governing the conditions and maintenance of
all property, buildings and structures; and
each and all of the regulations, provisions,
penalties, conditions and terms of said
Property Maintenance Code on file in the
office of the Borough Clerk are hereby
referred to, adopted, and made a part
hereof, as if fully set out in this legislation,
with the additions, insertions, deletions
and changes prescribed in § 67-14 of this
Article.
§ 67-14. Additions, Insertions, Deletions
and Changes. The provisions of the International Property Maintenance Code, 2015
edition, incorporated herein, are hereby
amended and revised in the following respects:

Thursday, April 26, 2018
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CLASSIFIEDS
RECEPTIONIST WANTED

CRANFORD ESTATE SALE

Fanwood Animal Hospital seeks
experienced part time receptionist.
Must love animals! Some evenings
and Saturdays. Please contact
Sue Case, at (908) 322-7500

107 Orange Avenue
ONE DAY ONLY!
Saturday 4/28, 10am to 3pm
Antique Furniture, Cabinets,
Curios, Full Bed, Dressers,
Tables, Chairs, Sofas, Mirrors,
Church Bench, Desk, Trunks,
Artwork, Lamps, Depression
Glass, Vintage China, Kitchenware,
Train Memorabilia, Christmas,
Records, TV, Tools & More!
For Info DovetailsUSA.com

GARAGE WANTED

Looking to rent a garage in the
Westfield/Scotch Plains area for
car storage. Must have electricity
and be clean and dry. Rate
negotiable based on quality. Will
not be accessed daily, but must
be available without notice.
Please contact me at:
Spiderk@protonmail.com

USE THE CLASSIFIEDS:
goleader.com/form/classified

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Padded Bench.
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on April 30, 2018 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicle may be examined at PLAINS AUTO 2380 Berrrylium Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.
MAKE
FORD

YEAR
2004

VIN NO.
1FAFP63U64A154087

1 T - 4/26/18, The Times

Bozena Lacina, RMC, Township Clerk
Fee: $38.76

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The International Property Maintenance
Code is amended and revised in the following respects:
A. Section 101.1 (page 1, second line).
Insert: “The Borough of Garwood.”
B. Section 103.1. Delete entire section.
C. Section 103.3. Delete entire section.
D. Section 103.5. Delete entire section.
E. Section 106.4 (page 3). Delete entire
section and replace with: “106.4. Violation
Penalties. Any person or entity subject to
this Article found by the Municipal Court or
by any other Court of competent jurisdiction to be in violation of any requirement to
correct a care, maintenance, security or
upkeep violation cited in a notice pursuant
to this Article shall be subject to a fine as
follows:
A. If the property is a single-family residence, not to exceed $100 for each day of
the violation.
B. If the property is a two-family residence, not to exceed $250 for each day of
the violation.
C. For any other type of property, not to
exceed $500 for each day of the violation.
No violation and fines shall be deemed
to have commenced until thirty-one days
following the receipt of a notice sent pursuant to this Article, unless the violation presents an imminent risk to public health and
safety, in which case a violation and fines
shall commence eleven days following
receipt of the notice.”
F. Section 111. Sections 111.1, 111.4,
111.5, and 111.6 are amended such that
the “Mayor and Council” is substituted for
“Board of Appeals” and “Board.” Sections
111.2 and 111.3 are deleted in their entirety.
G. Section 302.4 (page 11, entire section). Delete entire section. (weeds)
H. Section 302.5 (page 11, entire section). Delete entire section. (rodent harborage)
I. Section 302.6 (page 11, entire section). Delete entire section. (exhaust vents)
J. Section 304.3 (page 12, entire section). Delete entire section. (premises identification)
K. Section 304.8 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (decorative
features)
L. Section 304.10 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (stairways,
decks, porches, and balconies
M. Section 304.13 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (window, skylight and door frames)
N. Section 304.14 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (insect screens)
O. Section 304.15 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (doors)
P. Section 304.16 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (basement

MINIMUM BID
$17,100.00

hatchways)
Q. Section 304.17 (page 13, entire section). Delete entire section. (guards for
basement windows)
R. Section 305 (page 13, entire section).
Delete entire section. (interior structure)
S. Section 308 (page 15, entire section).
Delete entire section. (rubbish and garbage)
T. Section 309 (page 15, entire section).
Delete entire section. (pest elimination)
U. Chapter 4 (page 17, et. seq.) Delete
entire chapter. (light, ventilation and occupancy limitations)
V. Chapter 5 (page 19, et. seq.) Delete
entire chapter. (plumbing facilities and fixture requirements)
W. Chapter 6 (page 21, et. seq.) Delete
entire chapter. (mechanical and electrical
requirements)
X. Chapter 7 (page 25, et. seq.) Delete
entire chapter. (fire safety requirements)
§ 67-15. Designation of Code Official.
The Code Official under the Property
Maintenance Code shall be the Property
Maintenance Officer created by §5-51.20,
except that the Chief of Police or his designee shall be the Code Official for the
enforcement of the following sections;
302.1 (sanitation), 302.8 (motor vehicles),
and 304.2 (exterior painting).
Section 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
Section 4. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.
Section 5. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-11, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24th DAY OF APRIL 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-11, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 8th DAY OF MAY
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader Fee: $161.16

Goods & Services You Need
BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

ANGELO QUERQUES
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks
Steps
Culture Stone
Water Proofing

Lawn Sprinklers

(908) 276-1062

Fully Insured & Free Estimates

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION
P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091
Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience
Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

Cell: 973-222-7335
OLIVER A

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering
Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

J KANIA & SON LLC
BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE
ALL TYPES OF
MASONRY REPAIRS
FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS
Lic# 13VH08638300
FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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WESTFIELD
Thursday, April 12, Heather Fields,
47, of Westfield turned herself in at
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield Municipal Court traffic warrant in the amount of $500. She was
processed and released after posting bail.
Friday, April 13, Rohan S.
Warmington, 50, of Westfield turned
himself in at police headquarters on an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Bloomfield Township Municipal Court
for $89. He was processed and released
after posting bail.
Friday, April 13, a resident of the 400
block of Jefferson Avenue reported being the victim of a burglary. One or
more unknown suspects gained entry to
the residence. It was unknown what
items were missing at the time of the
report.
Saturday, April 14, Timothy L. Parker,
49, of Plainfield was arrested on a nobail warrant out of the Mercer County
Sheriff’s Office and two Newark Municipal Court criminal warrants, with
bail amounts of $1,000 and $100, purPUBLIC NOTICE

suant to an investigation in the area of
1200 West South Avenue. Parker was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and held in lieu
of bail.
Saturday, April 14, police arrested two
Linden men during a motor vehicle stop
in the parking lot of the south-side train
station. Barnard Christian, 49, was
charged with shoplifting from a business
located on the 200 block of West South
Avenue. Further investigation revealed
him to be in possession of heroin. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed and placed in a cell awaiting
transport to the Union County jail. Charles
Christian, 47, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested on an outstanding criminal
warrant from Roselle Municipal Court
in the amount of $508. He was processed
and released on his own recognizance
with a new court date.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2212
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield,
in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on April 24, 2018. It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Town Council to be held
in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, on May 8, 2018
at 8:00 P.M. During the week prior to and up to and including the date of such meeting
copies of the full ordinance will be available, at no cost and during regular business hours,
at the Clerk’s office for the members of the general public who shall request the same. The
summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $3,225,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE
A DOWN PAYMENT, TO APPROPRIATE CAPITAL SURPLUS, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:
SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS
A. Undertaking of the following road and pedestrian safety improvements: (i) resurfacing of Grove Street (from Rahway Avenue to Central Avenue) (including curb installation
or replacement and drainage improvements, where necessary), (ii) installation of flashing
pedestrian beacons at various locations and (iii) resurfacing or reconstruction of various
roads or sections thereof (including curb installation or replacement and drainage
improvements, where necessary), as set forth on a list prepared by the Town Engineer
on file or to be placed on file with the Town Clerk, and hereby approved as if set forth herein
in full. Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon
approval by the Town Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list referred
to in clause (iii) of the preceding sentence. It is hereby determined and stated that the
roads being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section
22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated,
as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Capital Surplus Appropriated
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$3,075,000
$ 350,000
$ 150,000
$2,575,000
10 years

B. Undertaking of crosswalk and stop bar striping on a Town-wide basis.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Capital Surplus Appropriated
Period of Usefulness

$ 100,000
$ 100,000
5 years

C. Undertaking of an engineering study of Town roads for future road improvements.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
$ 50,000
Capital Surplus Appropriated
$ 50,000
Period of Usefulness
10 years
———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Aggregate Capital Surplus Appropriated
Down Payment Appropriated
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized

$3,225,000
$ 500,000
$ 150,000
$2,575,000

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Tara Rowley
Town Clerk
Town of Westfield
County of Union
State of New Jersey
Fee: $119.34

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ferred certain, additional revisions to the
Redevelopment Plan to the Planning Board
for review and comment pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7; and
WHEREAS, on April 17, 2017, the Planning Board reviewed the Redevelopment
Plan and voted in favor of the Redevelopment Plan, with certain recommendations;
and
WHEREAS, on May 23, 2017, after considering those certain recommendation of
the Planning Board and by Ordinance 1706, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7, the
Borough Council adopted the Redevelopment Plan; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to an October 26,
2017 report issued by the Special Master
in that certain litigation captioned In re
Borough of Garwood, Docket Number
UNN-L-2406-15 with regard to the
Borough’s affordable housing obligations,
the Special Master reviewed and made
additional comments to the Redevelopment Plan, to which the Borough Council
desires to amend as more fully set forth
and attached hereto as Exhibit A, which
was referred to the Planning Board by way
of Borough Council Resolution #18-052,
and as reviewed and considered by the
Planning Board at its meeting on April 25,
2018, approving all proposed revisions to
the Redevelopment Plan previously forwarded by the Borough Council in its Resolution #18-052.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:
Section 1. The aforementioned recitals
are incorporated herein as though fully set
forth at length.
Section 2. The amendment to the Redevelopment Plan, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby adopted pursuant to the
terms of N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7.
Section 3. A copy of this Ordinance and
the Redevelopment Plan shall be available for public inspection at the office of the
Borough Clerk during regular business
hours.
Section 4. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

ORDINANCE NO. 18-13
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING AN
AMENDMENT TO THE SOUTH
AVENUE – TRANSIT ORIENTED REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN, PURSUANT TO THE
LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT
AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-1 ET SEQ.
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“Borough”), a public body corporate and
politic of the State of New Jersey, is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A1 et seq. (the “Redevelopment Law”), to
determine whether certain parcels of land
within the Borough constitute an area in
need of rehabilitation and/or an area in
need of redevelopment; and
WHEREAS, on June 10, 2014, the Borough Council (the “Borough Council”)
adopted Resolution No. 14-220 authorizing the Planning Board of the Borough (the
“Planning Board”) to investigate whether
the area commonly known on the Borough
tax maps as Block 401, Lots 1-5 and Block
403, Lots 1-6 and 19-22 (the “Property”)
met certain criteria under the Redevelopment Law as an “area in need of redevelopment”; and
WHEREAS, on May 27, 2015, the Planning Board recommended to the Borough
Council that the Property met certain criteria under the Redevelopment Law as an
“area in need of redevelopment”; and
WHEREAS, by Resolution 15-274, the
Borough Council designated the Property
as an “area in need of redevelopment” in
accordance with the Redevelopment Law
(the “Redevelopment Area”) and directed
the Planning Board to prepare a redevelopment plan for the Redevelopment Area; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Board held
public hearings on April 18, 2016 and April
25, 2016 to review and comment on the
proposed redevelopment plan entitled
“South Avenue – Transit Oriented Redevelopment Plan,” (the “Redevelopment
Plan”), and at its meeting held on May 25,
2016, the Planning Board resolved to transmit the Redevelopment Plan to the Borough Council with a recommendation that
the Redevelopment Plan be adopted; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Board thereafter prepared additional revisions to the
Redevelopment Plan, and at a Planning
Board meeting on July 11, 2016, the Planning Board reviewed and revised the Redevelopment Plan and recommended that
the Redevelopment Plan pertain only to
Block 401, Lots 1-5; and
WHEREAS, at the Borough Council’s
September 13, 2016 council meeting, the
Borough Council voted to table the vote as
to the adoption of the Redevelopment Plan;
and
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2017, by Resolution 17-079, the Borough Council re-

Burglar Admits to Multiple
Break-Ins In Area Towns
A serial burglar has admitted to
eight crimes taking place in five different Union County municipalities
over the course of six months in 2016
and 2017, acting Union County Prosecutor Michael A. Monahan announced Friday.
Dawud Ward, 24, pleaded guilty
earlier to one count of first-degree
robbery, five counts of third-degree
burglary, and two counts of fourthdegree criminal mischief. The first
burglaries took place on September 2,
2016 in Mountainside and on December 14, 2016 in Scotch Plains, according to Union County Assistant Prosecutor Peter Benza, who is prosecuting the case. The second two burglaries occurred less than four hours apart,
on January 12, 2017 in Union Township and Scotch Plains. The final burglary took place on January 20, 2017
in Cranford. During the course of committing these crimes, Ward stole jewelry, watches, cash, and electronics
with an estimated cumulative value of

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-13, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 24th DAY OF APRIL 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-13, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 8th DAY OF MAY
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.
ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader Fee: $123.93

tens of thousands of dollars.
The robbery occurred less than a
month later, on February 17, 2017 in
Linden, Mr. Benza said. At that time,
Ward broke into a home on the 600
block of Ercama Street, entered the
victim’s bedroom as she slept, and
placed a pillow and sheet over her face
when she awoke, holding an object
she believed to be a gun to her side.
Ward threatened to shoot the victim if she screamed, then fled the
scene. He was arrested several days
later, charged in connection with numerous burglaries and other related
crimes in five New Jersey counties.
Sentencing in the case has been
scheduled for Friday, June 8, before
state Superior Court Judge John
Deitch, at which time the state will
recommend a 15-year sentence. Upon
the completion of his prison term in
New Jersey, Ward will face an outstanding suspended sentence of 28
years in Virginia on a string of thefts
and burglaries committed there.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

cost of the issuance of such obligations as
provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond
Law.
SECTION IX. It is hereby determined
and declared that the period of usefulness
for the financing of which said obligations
are to be issued is a period of ten (10)
years from the date of said bonds.
SECTION X. It is hereby determined
and declared that the Supplemental Debt
Statement required by law has been duly
made and filed in the office of the Town
Clerk of said Town and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of
the Town as defined in Section 43 of the
Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $180,000.00, and that the bonds
authorized by this ordinance shall be within
any debt limitations prescribed by said
law.
SECTION XI. Any funds received from
the County of Union, the State of New
Jersey or any of their agencies or any
funds received from the United States of
America or any of its agencies in aid of
such purposes, shall be applied to the
payment of the cost of such purposes, or if
bond anticipation notes have been issued,
to the payment of the bond anticipation
notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.
SECTION XII. The Town intends to
issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of
the improvements described in Section I of
this bond ordinance. If the Town incurs
such costs prior to the issuance of the
bonds or notes, the Town herby states its
reasonable expectation to reimburse itself
for such expenditures with the proceeds of
such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized
by this bond ordinance.
SECTION XIII. The full faith and credit
of the Town are hereby pledge to the
punctual payment of the principal of the
interest on the obligations authorized by
this ordinance. Said obligations shall be
direct, unlimited and general obligations of
the Town, and the Town shall levy ad
valorem taxes upon all the taxable real
property within the Town for the payment
of the principal of and interest on such
bonds and notes, without limitation as to
rate or amount.
SECTION XIV. The capital budget is
hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of
any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, is on file with the
Town Clerk and is available for public
inspection.
SECTION XV. This ordinance shall take
effect twenty (20) days after first publication thereof after final passage.

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2213

Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0Section 20 Costs: $69,640
Useful Life of Projects Funded by Debt: 10 years

1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader

Sunday, April 15, a resident of Grant
Avenue reported being the victim of a
theft. One or more unknown suspects
gained entry to the victim’s residence
and removed unknown items.
Tuesday, April 17, a resident of
Hardwick Avenue reported being the
victim of identity theft. The victim stated
that one or more unknown suspects
opened a line of credit with a business
without the victim’s knowledge or authorization. The victim reported no monetary loss from this incident.
Tuesday, April 17, Satoya Watson, 29,
of New Brunswick was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield Municipal Court
traffic warrant, in the amount of $750, at
the Middlesex County jail. Watson was
transported to police headquarters without incident, processed and brought to
Westfield Municipal Court. She was subsequently released on her own recognizance.
Tuesday, April 17, Ian Romanello, 28,
of Westfield was arrested on several
outstanding warrants, totaling $4,114,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Sussex Street and South Avenue. They included a criminal warrant from Roselle
Park, for $2,500, and traffic warrants
from Brielle Borough, for $1,000, and
Freehold, for $614. Romanello was transported to police headquarters, processed
and turned over to the Brielle Police
Department in lieu of bail.
Tuesday, April 17, Danielle Ruffin,
28, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield Municipal Court

criminal warrant, in the amount of
$2,500, at the Essex County jail. Ruffin
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and committed to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.
Wednesday, April 18, a resident of
Castleman Drive reported being a victim of identity theft. The victim stated
that one or more unknown suspects
opened a credit card in the victim’s
name without authorization. According
to the victim, more than $5,000 in purchases was charged to this account. At
the time of the report the victim reported no monetary loss.
Thursday, April 19, Paul S. Lee, 36,
of Ridgewood turned himself in at police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount
of $89. Lee was processed and released
after posting bail.
Thursday, April 19, a resident of the
1100 block of Central Avenue reported
being a victim of identity theft. One or
more unknown suspects used the
victim’s information to file a joint income tax return without his authorization through the IRS.
Thursday, April 19, Edwin Martinez,
21, of Garwood was arrested on a
Westfield Municipal Court traffic warrant, in the amount of $293, pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad and
North Chestnut Streets. He was transported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.
Thursday, April 19, a resident of
Lawrence Avenue reported being a victim of harassment. The complaint was
regarding a known person sending
alarming text messages.
Friday, April 20, a business on the
200 block of East Broad Street reported
being the victim of a theft. Three fe-

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING ON
WALNUT STREET AND THE
APPROPRIATION OF MONIES NECESSARY THEREFOR
BE IT ORDAINED by Town of Westfield
in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I. That the following street be
improved in the following manner:
1. Walnut Street – Elm Street to Mountain Avenue
Improvements:
a. Construct new granite block curb or
replace the existing curbing with new granite block curbing, as applicable.
b. Reconstruct roadway.
c. Install storm drainage facilities.
d. Repair sidewalks and driveways damaged as a result of the curbing installation
work.
e. All work necessary and incidental
thereto.
SECTION II. That all the said improvements shall be made and completed under
the supervision of the Town Engineer and
in accordance with preliminary plans and
specifications, which are now on file in the
office of the Town Engineer and are hereby
made a part of this ordinance.
SECTION III. That one hundred percent
(100%) of the final cost of the curb for the
above referenced street as certified by the
Chief Financial Officer shall be assessed
by the Tax Assessor on lands specially
benefited by the improvement.
SECTION IV. It is hereby determined
and declared that the number of annual
installations in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said
improvements may be paid is five (5).
SECTION V. It is hereby determined
and declared that the estimated amount of
money to be raised from all sources to said
purpose is $200,000.00, and that the estimated amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is
$180,000.00. There is hereby appropriated for said purpose the sum of $20,000.00
from Capital Improvement Funds available for said purpose.
SECTION VI. To finance said purposes,
bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $180,000.00
are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law (as hereinafter
defined). Said bonds shall bear interest at
a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed
by law. All matters with respect to said
bonds not determined by this ordinance
shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.
SECTION VII. To finance such purpose
there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter
2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as
amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in anticipation of the issuance of bonds, Bond
Anticipation Notes of said Town not to
exceed the aggregate principal amount
the sum of $180,000.00. Said notes shall
bear interest at a rate per annum as may
hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and
within, the limitations prescribed by said
law. All matters with respect to said notes
not determined by this ordinance shall be
determined by resolution of the Town to be
hereafter adopted.
SECTION VIII. Not more than $1,000.00
of the sum to be raised by the issuance of
said notes may be used to finance interest
on obligation issued to finance such purpose, whether temporary or permanent, or
to finance legal expenses or to finance the

NOTICE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on April 24,
2018 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for
final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on May 8, 2018 or at
any time and place to which such meeting
may be adjourned. All persons interested
will be given the opportunity to be heard
concerning such ordinance. Copies of this
ordinance are available at the Office of the
Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 4/26/18, the Leader Fee: $149.43
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males in their late teens/early 20s entered the store between 11:17 a.m. and
2 p.m. and stole approximately
$1,638.25 worth of merchandise.
CRANFORD
Tuesday, April 10, Manuel Ramos, 20,
of Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after a 2005 Nissan was
stopped on North Avenue East near the
intersection of the Garden State Parkway
137 exchange for a seatbelt violation. He
was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. Additionally, he was issued motor vehicle summonses for a seatbelt violation, maintenance of lamps, driving with a suspended
license and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Wednesday, April 11, Tesean Rease,
23, of Linden was arrested and charged
for distribution of a Controlled Dangerous Substance (CDS), possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a 2012
Nissan was stopped at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Cayuga Road
for a seatbelt violation. He was processed and released pending a state
Superior Court appearance date. Additionally, he was issued summonses for a
seatbelt violation, suspended driver, and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Friday, April 13, Monique Beaubien,
27, of East Orange was arrested for and
charged possession of prescription legend drugs and possession of paraphernalia after a 2002 Ford was stopped at
the intersection of Springfield Avenue
and Holly Street for use of a cell phone
while operating a motor vehicle. She
was processed and released pending a
municipal court appearance date. Additionally, she was issued motor vehicle
summonses for possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle, use of a cell phone by an operator of a moving vehicle, and no valid
insurance card in her possession.
Saturday, April 14, Courtney Law,
28, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with Driving While Intoxicated
(DWI) after a 2013 Honda was stopped
on Centennial Avenue near the Garden
State Parkway 136 exchange for failure
to stop for a red traffic control device.
She was processed and released to a
responsible adult pending a municipal
court appearance date. Additionally, she
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for refusal to submit to breathe samples,
failure to observe a red traffic control
device and careless driving.
Saturday, April 14, Khalid Shakoor,
19, of Newark was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a 2001 Nissan was stopped at
the intersection of North Avenue East
and the Garden State Parkway 137 exchange for a seatbelt violation. He was
processed and released with a pending
Municipal Court appearance date. Additionally, the driver was issued summonses for being unlicensed and not
wearing his seatbelt.
Saturday, April 14, Emmanuel
Jaquez, 31, of Perth Amboy was arrested and charged with possession of a
CDS, possession of under 50 grams of

marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a 2002 Honda was stopped
on North Avenue East near the intersection of the Garden State Parkway 137
exchange for a seatbelt violation. He
was processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date. Additionally, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for a seatbelt violation and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, April 14, Kaushal Patel, 25,
of Edison was arrested and charged for
possession of a CDS, possession of hypodermic syringes and possession of paraphernalia after a 2001 Mercedes was
stopped at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Raritan Road for a head
lamp out. Following an investigation at
the scene, police arrested a passenger,
Patel, for suspected heroin and hypodermic syringes found inside the vehicle.
He was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, the driver was issued motor vehicle summonses for maintenance
of lamps and a failure to wear a seatbelt.
Monday, April 16, Gregory Risicato,
35, of Weehawken was arrested and
charged for distribution of a CDS, possession of over 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia after a
2015 Toyota was stopped on North Avenue East near the intersection of Springfield Avenue for failure to observe a red
traffic control device. He processed and
provided with a state Superior Court
appearance date. Additionally, motor vehicle summonses were issued to him for
failure to observe a red traffic control
device and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
FANWOOD
Tuesday, April 17, a resident in the 60
block of Pleasant Avenue reported that
an unknown person entered their two
unlocked and parked vehicles and removed loose change.
Tuesday, April 17, a resident in the
100 block of Madison Avenue reported
that an unknown person entered his
unlocked and parked vehicle and removed a watch from the inside.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Thursday, April 19, Christopher C.
Baldwin, 60, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to headquarters and
processed.
Thursday, April 19, a resident on
Ramapo Way reported a fraud. The victim stated that someone gained access
to their credit card information and made
several purchases. The incident is under investigation.
Friday, April 20, a resident in the 2200
block of Coles Avenue reported the theft
of a laptop from his vehicle. The theft
occurred during overnight hours and the
incident is under investigation.
Friday, April 20, Melvin A. Hanciles,
26, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with violating a restraining order, resisting arrest and several open
warrants out of Scotch Plains. Police
noticed Hanciles and attempted to make
contact with him when Hanciles fled
from the officers. Hanciles was taken
into custody after a foot pursuit. He was
transported to headquarters, processed
and transported to the Union County jail.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

and declared that the period of usefulness
for the financing of which said obligations
are to be issued is a period of ten (10)
years from the date of said bonds.
SECTION X. It is hereby determined
and declared that the Supplemental Debt
Statement required by law has been duly
made and filed in the office of the Town
Clerk of said Town and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of
the Town as defined in Section 43 of the
Local Bond Law is increased by this ordinance by $76,000.00, and that the bonds
authorized by this ordinance shall be within
any debt limitations prescribed by said
law.
SECTION XI. Any funds received from
the County of Union, the State of New
Jersey or any of their agencies or any
funds received from the United States of
America or any of its agencies in aid of
such purposes, shall be applied to the
payment of the cost of such purposes, or if
bond anticipation notes have been issued,
to the payment of the bond anticipation
notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced
accordingly.
SECTION XII. The Town intends to issue bonds or notes to finance the cost of
the improvements described in Section I of
this bond ordinance. If the Town incurs
such costs prior to the issuance of the
bonds or notes, the Town herby states its
reasonable expectation to reimburse itself
for such expenditures with the proceeds of
such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized
by this bond ordinance.
SECTION XIII. The full faith and credit of
the Town are hereby pledge to the punctual payment of the principal of the interest
on the obligations authorized by this ordinance. Said obligations shall be direct,
unlimited and general obligations of the
Town, and the Town shall levy ad valorem
taxes upon all the taxable real property
within the Town for the payment of the
principal of and interest on such bonds and
notes, without limitation as to rate or
amount.
SECTION XIV. The capital budget is
hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of
any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance
Board showing full detail of the amended
capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local
Government Services, is on file with the
Town Clerk and is available for public
inspection.
SECTION XV. This ordinance shall take
effect twenty (20) days after first publication thereof after final passage.

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2214
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
SIDEWALK AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SIDEWALK AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN
THE TOWN AND THE APPROPRIATION OF MONIES NECESSARY THEREFOR
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I. That the Town of Westfield
will be replacing existing sidewalk with
new sidewalk and constructing new sidewalk where none exists at various locations and all work necessary and incidental thereto.
SECTION II. That all of the said improvements shall be made and completed
under the supervision of the Town Engineer and in accordance with preliminary
plans and specifications on file in the office
of the Town Engineer and are hereby
made a part of this ordinance.
SECTION III. That one hundred (100%)
percent of the final cost of the project as
certified by the Chief Financial Officer shall
be assessed by the Tax Assessor on lands
specially benefited by the improvement.
SECTION IV. It is hereby determined
and declared that the number of annual
installations in which the special assessment to be levied on account of the said
improvements may be paid is three (3).
SECTION V. It is hereby determined
and declared that the estimated amount of
money to be raised from all sources to said
purpose is $85,000.00, and that the estimated amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is
$76,000.00. There is hereby appropriated
for said purpose the sum of $9,000.00
from Capital Improvement Funds available for said purpose.
SECTION VI. To finance said purposes,
bonds of said Town of an aggregate principal amount not exceeding $76,000.00
are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law (as hereinafter
defined). Said bonds shall bear interest at
a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed
by law. All matters with respect to said
bonds not determined by this ordinance
shall be determined by resolutions to be
hereafter adopted.
SECTION VII. To finance such purpose
there shall be issued pursuant to Chapter
2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statues, as
amended (the “Local Bond Law”), in anticipation of the issuance of bonds, Bond
Anticipation Notes of said Town not to
exceed the aggregate principal amount
the sum of $76,000.00. Said notes shall
bear interest at a rate per annum as may
hereafter be determined within the limitations prescribed by said law and may be
renewed from time to time pursuant to, and
within, the limitations prescribed by said
law. All matters with respect to said notes
not determined by this ordinance shall be
determined by resolution of the Town to be
hereafter adopted.
SECTION VIII. Not more than $1,000.00
of the sum to be raised by the issuance of
said notes may be used to finance interest
on obligation issued to finance such purpose, whether temporary or permanent, or
to finance legal expenses or to finance the
cost of the issuance of such obligations as
provided in Section 20 of the Local Bond
Law.
SECTION IX. It is hereby determined

NOTICE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on April 24,
2018 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for
final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on May 8, 2018 or at
any time and place to which such meeting
may be adjourned. All persons interested
will be given the opportunity to be heard
concerning such ordinance. Copies of this
ordinance are available at the Office of the
Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 4/26/18, The Leader Fee: $143.82
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Alliance Rep. Presents NJ
Premiere of Filming O’Keeffe
SUMMIT – "Nobody's just one
thing," says Max, a bright, articulate
17-year-old in Filming O’Keeffe, premiering Friday, May 4 at Alliance
Repertory Theatre, MONDO. "I
mean, who we are today isn't who we
are at home or at dinner maybe half an
hour ago."
The high school assignment is to
make a short film about an artist the
students admire. While filming his
project about painter Georgia
O’Keeffe and her photographer husband Alfred Stieglitz, Max (Chris
Erdman) and his classmate Lily
(Kristen Pellizzi) grow close. But
when his estranged grandfather
(Howard Fischer) shows up unexpectedly, Max’s strong-willed
mother’s (Barbara Guidi) secrets
about the family are threatened, and
Max’s world is turned upside down.

He learns that to be the person he
wants to be, he must take control of
his own life.
“This piece is not only a funny,
heartfelt story of family and remembrance, but for some a brief history
lesson on two great artists of the early
20th century,” says director Michael
Driscoll.
Filming O’Keeffe runs May 4 to
May 19. Fridays and Saturdays at 8
p.m., and Thursday, May 10 at 8 p.m.
For reservations, call (908) 472-1502
or visit www.alliancerep.org. The ’17’18 season will close with The Good
Father by Christian O’Reilly in July.
MONDO is located at 426 Springfield Avenue in Summit. To learn
more about Alliance Repertory Theatre Company and the 2018-2019
twentieth anniversary season, visit our
website.

Theater Project to Perform
At Cranford Comm. Center

PUBLIC DEBUT...A small band ensemble performs with Roosevelt Intermediate
School music/band instructor James Doyle conducting at an open house on April
12 designed to showcase the newly-renovated auditorium and to thank the
community for its support.

Westfield Schools Welcome
Public to Renovated Audits.
WESTFIELD – Two years ago,
voters in Westfield approved a bond
referendum to renovate the aging auditoriums in Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools. Major aspects
of the renovations include new seating and flooring, electrical and lighting upgrades, state-of-the-art sound
systems, acoustical treatments and
air conditioning.
On April 11 and 12, students, staff,
families and other members of the
community celebrated the auditorium
makeovers with both schools holding
an open house to thank the Westfield
community for its support.
“The auditorium of a school is a
hub of many activities including concerts, plays, musicals, assemblies and
presentations,” said Roosevelt Principal Mary Asfendis. “We are so grateful to the community for their support
of the renovation of this space that
showcases the wonderful fine arts
programs that we have here at
Roosevelt School.”
Visitors to both schools were treated
to an array of student musical performances and to a seven-minute video
highlighting the evolution of the auditorium renovations.
“The auditorium open house was a
fantastic event that allowed us to both
thank the Westfield community and

showcase our amazing new auditorium,” said Matthew Bolton, principal of Edison School. “We couldn’t
be more pleased with this new addition to our school and look forward to
the many amazing performances that
it will house.”
“The open house gave us an ideal
opportunity to demonstrate how proud
we are of our new space and of the
talented students we have here at
Roosevelt,” Ms. Asfendis added.
“From vocals to instrumentals to
drama, the caliber of the performances
complemented the improvements to
the auditorium.”
Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan praised the efforts of all
involved in the renovation process
and the open house planning.
“From start to finish, the auditorium renovation truly was a community effort,” Mrs. Dolan said. “I add
my voice to the many who are so
grateful to the Westfield community
for its support of these vibrant
spaces.”

CRANFORD – The Theater
Project will present a staged, scriptin-hand reading of an original play
from its Playwrights Workshop, including a discussion between the
audience and the author, on Saturday, May 5, at 2 p.m. in the Cranford
Community Center. The Community
Center is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Headquartered at the Burgdorff
Center in Maplewood, The Theater
Project is an acclaimed professional

Concert Pianist Christopher
Johnson to Play Bickford
MORRISTOWN – The criticallyacclaimed concert pianist Christopher Johnson, a Westfield native,
will make a rare New Jersey appearance when he performs at the
Bickford Theatre on Sunday, May
6, with a program which features
the New Jersey premiere of his new
composition “Rhapsody on America
the Beautiful.” The program also
includes well-known works by
Frederic Chopin, Scott Joplin, Edward McDowell, and the solo-piano version of “Rhapsody in Blue”
by George Gershwin.
“I am looking forward to returning to New Jersey where I grew up,”
said Mr. Johnson. “For the Bickford,
I will devote the first half of the
program to the works of Frederic
Chopin, one of music’s first superstars and one of the most beloved
composers of all time. The second
half will be a celebration of America.
Of course, I love visiting

Union Catholic Rec.
Nominations for Peter
and the Starcatcher
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
Catholic’s Performing Arts Company
is proud to announce that its Fall
Production of Peter and the
Starcatcher has received four nominations for the Montclair State University Theatre Night Awards, known
as “The Foxys.”
The nominations include: Outstanding Achievement by an Acting
Ensemble of a Comedy, Outstanding
Achievement in Choreography or
Movement, Outstanding Achievement in Live or Original Music, and
Excellence in Educational Impact and
Community Outreach.
The Theatre Night Awards will take
place on Monday, May 14 at 7 p.m. at
Montclair State University.

theater group and the winner of two
New Jersey Tony Awards. The program is sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. Admission is free and all are welcome. For
information about the Cranford Public Library, the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library, and other
upcoming events, visit the Cranford
Public
Library
page
at
cranfordlibrary.org. For information
about The Theater Project, visit their
page at thetheaterproject.org.

Morristown, which is one of my
favorite places in the Garden State.”
Born and raised in New Jersey,
Mr. Johnson received his degrees
from the Juilliard School and the
Manhattan School of Music where
he studied with the legendary Abbey Simon, Byron Janis and Marc
Silverman. He has performed for
21 consecutive seasons at the prestigious Bar Harbor Music Festival,
has made 11 appearances at the
Marcella Sembrich Opera Museum,
and was invited to perform the
Horowitz/Sousa ‘Stars and Stripes
Forever” at the 2001 Presidential
All-Star Gala for President George
W. Bush, a virtuoso tour-de-force
that has become a signature piece
for him.
Tickets are $20 for students, $35
for Morris Museum members, $38
for seniors, and $40 for the general
public. They may be purchased
online at morrismuseum.org, by
phone at (973) 971-3706, or in person at the Bickford Theatre Box
Office. The Morris Museum’s
Bickford Theatre is located at 6
Normandy Heights Road in
Morristown, NJ, and offers free
parking and full accessibility.

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY...Perched on a terraced knoll amid specimens that attract songbirds, this eclectic home with a woodlands theme is one of
four stunning Westfield residences on display at this year’s Tour of Notable
Homes on Saturday, May 12 to benefit New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

Local Artist Opens
Home to Benefit NJFO
WESTFIELD – Passion for our
state’s woodland flora creates the environment for this mid-century Colonial
home to be featured Saturday, May 12
as one of the homes on the Friends of
New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s Tour
of Notable Homes.
According to Michelle Pierce and
Nicole Dossin, this year’s co-chairs of
the annual event to benefit the orchestra, the friends group is “thrilled” to
open this interesting home to the public. They explain that with her home
situated on a terraced knoll in the
wooded Lawrence Avenue section of
town, the homeowner, an artist and
environmentalist, saw the opportunity
to attract migratory birds, butterflies
and other wildlife. She contacted New
Jersey’s Audubon for input to plan her
gardens using native annuals and perennials to develop her vision.
“Remarkably, the woodlands theme
is even carried into the home, through
beautiful, bold artwork,” Ms. Dossin
remarks. “One of the magnificent canvasses dominating the dining room depicts a jaunt through a local forest.
People who join the tour should look
for the artist’s whimsical method of
identifying herself at the lower right of
the painting.”
“There is a lot to see when visiting
this eclectic home,” Ms. Pierce enumerates. “A very cool first-floor complete barroom affords space for the

man of the house, a leader of the New
Jersey State Assembly, to entertain
friends, colleagues and constituents.
Beyond the bar and dining room there
is a sunny loggia from which the
plantings in the yard can be viewed and
appreciated.”
Ms. Dossin describes a utilitarian
kitchen which includes space for the
assemblyman to prepare for the day
reading newspapers and sipping coffee. “The back stairs lead to a home
studio equipped with artist’s supplies
and works-in-progress.”
The homeowner has revealed that
all visitors to her home on Saturday,
May 12 will be offered a goody bag of
Indian grass and little blue stem grass
seeds. “We are deeply grateful to NJ
Audubon for generously donating these
native grasses to share with the public,” she effused. “Not only are they
decorative but they also feed and shelter birds.”
Tickets for the 2018 Tour of Notable
Homes are $40 in advance ($45 on
May12, day of tour) and are available
on line at www.njfestivalorchestra.org.
Tickets are also available at Baron’s
Drugs and Town Book Store in
Westfield and Christoffers Flowers and
Gifts in Mountainside.
For more information go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit the
Friends of NJ Festival Orchestra on
Facebook.
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Local Journalism

STEALING THE SHOW...McKinley Kapers was back to put on the 20th annual
school show April 19, 20 and 21. Written and directed by McKinley parents
Meredith and Jim Scheiner, this year’s play was called “Back To The Present.”
As per tradition, the cast includes third, fourth and fifth graders, along with
parents and staff—all of whom perform a wide variety of musical numbers.
Pictured above, the fourth grade girls rehearse their number: Claire Sewald,
Valentina Ciuccio, Megan Logan, Tegan Hegarty, Sophie Lane, Lena Peachman,
Kylie Eglowitz (2nd row in blue), Maren Restivo, Charlotte Thorburn, Madeline
Smith, Amelia Regan, Emmy Christiansen, Chloe Zeng and Anna Mangold.

goleader.com/subscribe

FAIRYTALE CAST...For thoes that think they know the classic fairy tale The
Princess and the Pea, the musical comedy Once Upon A Mattress coming to CDC
Theatre in Cranford may surprise them. This tuneful story of royal courtship,
curses and comeuppance is a colorful delight for the entire family from beginning
to end. The show opens Friday, May 4 and runs weekends through Saturday, May
19. Visit cdctheatre.org for information and tickets. CDC Theatre, New Jersey’s
oldest continuously producing community theatre is located at 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford. The cast, pictured from left to right, are: Pat Horan (King Sextimus),
Susan Speidel (Queen Aggravain), Katherine Brown (Lady Larkin) and Steven
Leshchanka (Sir Harry).

APRIL 2018
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

EVENTS

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 am - 9:00 pm Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00-5:00 pm

Closed Monday, May 28 for Memorial Day
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFORMATION-SOME RESTRICTIONS*

Week long theatre summer camp for Grades K-6
Mon-Fri
July 9-13
9am-4pm

Show
Fri. July 13
7pm

5/1, 8, 15, 22

7:00 pm

*Cardio Toning-Bring a mat or towel

5/2

2:00 pm

*Decorate Wine Bottles-Adult Craft

5/4

1:30 pm

TGIF! Trumbo (video)

5/5

2:00 pm

*Cook Chinese Dumplings-Class

5/9

7:00 pm

Weiss Family Jazz: MRB Jazz Project

5/11

1:30 pm

TGIF! The Woman in Gold (video)

5/14

2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: After the Storm

5/18

1:30 pm

TGIF! Flute & Guitar-live concert

5/19

2:00 pm

Silvertones Flute Ensemble

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO
5/1, 8, 15, 22

This wonderful week of Disney fun will be led by Camp Director
Annie Brzozowski

Visit cdctheatre.org for details
78 Winans Ave., Cranford, NJ

10:30 am

It’s Movie Time! All ages welcome
with parent or caregiver.

5/3, 10, 17, 24, 31 10:30 am

Zumba Fun (2-5 yrs old) Parent/
caregiver attends with child.

5/4, 11, 18, 25

10:30 am

Playgroup for Babies 0-23 months.
Parent/caregiver attends with child.

5/4

3:45 pm

Chess Club for Kids-No age limit. Players must know how the pieces move.

5/5

10:00 am

Paws to Read-Beginning readers read
to library dogs in 10 minute sessions.
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Tickets On Sale for ‘An Evening Of
Shining Stars’ Special Needs Talent Show
RAHWAY – One of the area’s most
anticipated events — “An Evening of
Shining Stars” — featuring members
of the special needs community from
Cranford and around Union County,
will take place on Friday, May 4 at 7
p.m.
Founded by Cranford resident Sally
Curci, the seventh annual showcase
will feature “Music From the Decades” — with the cast set to sing and
dance their way into your hearts as
they show off their amazing talents.
And for the very first time — the
“Shining Stars” cast will take the professional stage at the beautiful and
historic Union County Performing
Arts Center — where many of
America’s biggest names have performed.
“We are so excited to give our
special cast the chance to perform at
such a great venue,” noted Ms. Curci.
“Our audience has grown each and
every year, and our cast continues to
grow as we spotlight talent from
around Union County. It’s going to be
a night to remember.”
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has provided sponsorship for the event.
“The County of Union is at the
forefront of empowering our residents who have special needs and
providing them with various opportunities for work and recreation as
well as ways to express their creativity,” said Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados. “As such, we are honored
to present this evening of entertainment which showcases Union County
talent and demonstrates to all the
amazing abilities of our residents with
special needs.”
As part of Mr. Granados’ “Moving
Union County Forward” initiatives
on behalf of county government for
2018, the Freeholder Board established the state first Office for People
with Special Needs, which promotes
inclusion, conducts outreach and provides educational, recreational and
social opportunities for residents living with special needs.
When the lights will go up on the
production, the “stars” will shine,
entertaining you with music from the

20’s through today, with solo acts and
full cast dance choreography — which
is one of the highlights of the show.
Adam Fleissner, who has performed
in every show, can’t wait to take the
stage again, as he prepares to sing
“Help!” by the Beatles. “We meet so
many great people,” said Mr.
Fleissner. “We get new people in every year and everyone has a good
time meeting each other and performing. All of it is just fantastic.”
Caitlin Madden is also excited to
team with volunteer buddy Mark Lynch
on the Elton John song, “Don’t Go
Breaking My Heart” — with rehearsals in full swing. “I’m very excited for
the show, I like my number,” said Ms.
Madden. “I like all the years I’ve been
doing it. It’s fun. Come see us!”
Tickets are on sale now at
www.UCPAC.org/events.
“An Evening of Shining Stars” is
presented by Shining Stars Network,

Inc., (SSN) a 501(c)3 non profit organization based in Union County that
shines the light on the special needs
community by creating inclusive
events such as their annual talent show,
dances at local high schools, and their
Ambassadors basketball team, which
travels to play local first responders
to promote inclusion, friendship and
understanding.
SSN will also host their second
annual two-week performing arts
camp — “Camp Shine” — from August 20 to 31 in Scotch Plains. For
more information on any of these
programs or events, email
shiningstarsnetwork@gmail.com, or
check out their website at
www.ShiningStarsNetwork.org.
The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway, NJ. For more information
call (732) 499-08226 or go to http:/
/www.ucpac.org/

UCC’s Drama Club to
Present 12 Angry Jurors
CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Drama Club will be performing for their spring show the play,
12 Angry Jurors, as adapted by
Sherman L. Sergel and based on the
Emmy award-winning television
movie by Reginald Rose. The play is
based on the same plot as 12 Twelve
Angry Men, but by being named 12
Angry Jurors both men and women
appear in the production.
All performances are free and the
public is welcome to attend. Performances will be held at the College’s
Cranford campus in the Roy Smith
Theater on Thursday, April 26; Friday,
April 27; and Saturday, April 28 at
7:30 p.m. A performance will be held
at Snyder Academy in Elizabeth on
Saturday, May 5 at 7 p.m.
Union students in the cast and their
roles: from Elizabeth - Emily Del Toro
as Juror 2 in the performances in
Cranford and Sophia Fiorito as Juror 2
in the Snyder Academy performance,
Kevin Angulo as Juror 8, and Adriana

Join Lantern

Miranda as Juror 11; from Cranford –
Kaitlin Young as Juror 4 and Joshua
Lawrence as Juror 10; from Linden –
Frenel Legentus as Juror 6, LaQuan
Harris as Juror 9, and Valerie Sanchez
as Juror 12; from Roselle – Louis
Gaudin as the Foreman; from Union –
Jordan Brown as Juror 3; from Roselle
Park – Edward Castelan as Juror 5;
from Kenilworth – David Rei as Juror
7; and from Bayonne – Armando
Cuadro as the Guard. The director is
Union’s Academic Specialist of Theater Arts Michael Hegarty and the
assistant director is Union student
Sophia Fiorito.
The play is funded by the Union
County College Foundation’s Roy W.
Smith Public Affairs and Cultural Endowment Fund. The College’s
Cranford campus is located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. The Snyder Academy is located at 42 Broad Street in
Elizabeth. For more information about
Union County College, go to
www.ucc.edu.

Hill for a

SOUNDS OF SPRING...The St. Paul’s Parish Choir in Westfield will present their 32nd Annual Spring Concert on Sunday,
May 6 at 7 p.m. The concert will feature works by Handel, Haydn and Mozart. Members of the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra will join the Choir. Charles M. Banks, St. Paul’s director of music for 32 years, will conduct this, his final Spring
Concert. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield. For more information, telephone (908)
232-8506, ext. no. 10. There are no advance ticket sales. A $20 donation is requested at the door and accompanied children
may attend at no cost.

Union County Senior Art Exhibit Now
Accepting Applications from Artists Age 60+
UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders is pleased to invite all senior
residents of Union County, age 60
or older, to register now for the
Union County Senior Citizens Art
Exhibit. Qualifying works of art
will be on display at the Atrium of
Liberty Hall Center at 1085 Morris
Avenue in Union from May 29 to
July 9, and the artists will be guests
at a special reception at the Atrium
on Wednesday, June 6.
The deadline to register is
Wednesday, May 16.
“Union County’s senior citizens
are a vital part of Union County’s
diverse community, and the Senior
Art Exhibit helps to ensure that
their contributions are valued and
appreciated,” said Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados. “Year
by year, the exhibit provides us
with an enriching view of the world
as seen through the eyes of older
adults.”
The Senior Art Exhibit is an annual program run through the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-

tage Affairs. Artists at any level of
skill or experience are invited to
register, including amateurs and
non-professionals as well as working artists. To qualify, the artwork
must have been created within the
past three years and must be an
original creation of the artist.
“The Senior Art Exhibit enables
senior artists to meet and network
with their peers,” said Freeholder
Bruce H. Bergen, liaison to the
Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board. “It’s part of our
efforts to support the full range of
creativity in Union County, from
amateur to professional.”
Registrants can submit a work in
a variety of categories including
acrylic painting, oil painting, watercolor, pastels, works on paper,
crafts, digital art, photography,
mixed media, and printmaking.
Artwork entered will be judged
by a panel of professional artists.
In each art category, there will be
awards for first, second, and third
place. First-place winners in all
categories will go on to compete in

13th

September at the state level in the
New Jersey Senior Citizens Art
Show in East Windsor.
For complete information and
online registration, visit the Union
County website at ucnj.org/seniorart-show.
To receive a registration form
and more information by US Post
or email, call Martha Sturm, senior
arts coordinator, at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, (908) 558-2552, or
email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay users dial 711.
Completed applications may be
mailed to: Senior Art Show, Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202, or faxed to (908)
558-2652, or scanned and emailed
to msturm@ucnj.org.
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Sunday Open House
Spring 2018
April 10 - May 7
Rialto NewVision Theater
(%URDG6WUHHW:HVWѹHOG
Plenty of seating...
screening in 2 auditoriums

Get an inside look at vibrant retirement living in New Providence.
Come and tour our beautiful amenities, campus, and maintenance-free
homes. Light refreshments will be served.

Sunday, April 29, 2018
1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue, New Providence
RSVP today by calling

1-800-208-1976.
Follow event parking signs upon arrival.

Bring your friends and family!

12571119

New Providence
LanternHillCommunity.com

This event will not include a formal marketing presentation,
but sales associates will be on hand to answer your questions.

Tuesday, May 1
7:30 p.m.

Monday, May 7
7:30 p.m.

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline
at 908-889-8800 x208.

live up

Quality - Integrity - Reliability

L E T U S D E S I G N, BU I LD
& M A I NTAI N BE AU TI F U L
S PAC E S F OR YO U TO E N J OY
We specialize in:
Complete Grounds Maintenance
Professional Landscape Design
General Landscape Construction
Shrub & Tree Installation
Sod & Seed Lawn Installation & Restoration
Drainage & Grading Solutions
Paver Stone Joint and Surface Restoration
Outdoor Entertainment Areas, Patios,
Walkways, Steps & Retaining Walls.
Free Estimates & Fully Insured

Visit us online

www.InceLandscape.com
or call : (908) 232-0249
PO Box 2175 Westfield, NJ 07091

Serving Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood & Garwood
NJ Contractor License #13VH06813300
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BLUE DEVILS WIN DMR, SAN GIACOMO RECORDS BEST TOSS IN JAVELIN, RAIDERS WIN 400H

Blue Devils Win DMR, Javelin, SPF 400H at Blue Devil Invt’l
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
captured first in the team javelin
event and the distance medley
relay (DMR) and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders won the
400 hurdles at the Blue Devil
Invitational Track & Field Meet
that featured many of the state’s
top teams at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 21.
The Blue Devils and Raiders also
recorded a number of second
and third place finishes.
Senior Joe San Giacomo re-

Ballyhoo

corded the meet’s best toss in
the javelin with a toss of 158-4.
San Giacomo, Brendan Riccardi
and Conner Hoch finished with a
total distance of 429-3. Raiders
Mike Leegan, Zach Zimmerman
and Jake Hahn took sixth at 33810. Also in the field events, Blue
Devils Bennie Buontempo, Declan
McCauley and Braden Stryker
took second in the discus with a
distance of 328-2. Blue Devils
Tim Alliegro, McCauley and Fran
Alliegro took second in the shot
put with a distance of 126-10.5.
After their great showing, colSee & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Submit commentary and items for publishing.
Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

lecting four first places in the
sprinting events (4x100, 4x200,
4x400, 4x110 hurdles) at the
Husky Relays, the Raider boys
were looking to record some fine
times and did. Dhvanil Nanshah,
Kyle Estivene and Will Loop took
top honors in the 400 hurdles at
2:59.91. Blue Devils Nick
Savorgiannakis, Chris Calimano
and Will Surks took fourth at
3:10.97. Estivene, Jacob Leigh,
Sanders and Isaiah Stewart took
second in the 4x100 at 43.17.
Cranford Cougars Josh Cadet,
Josiah Cadet, Elijah Arroyo and
Richemdel Phanor had a good
showing, placing fifth at 44.11.
“We are happy to be that strong
on the track. Most of the guys are

l'ennemi du journaliste

juniors. Dwight Laylor, who is
our anchor on that 4x1 and that
4x2 is running strong. Estivene,
having an injured season last
year, is coming back strong. Our
strongest guy is Jacob Leigh. He
was injured last year so people
never saw him running. He has
one of the fastest 200 times.
Having these guys back healthy
and strong is what’s showing up
right now,” Raider Coach Rich
McGriff said. “It’s kind of like a
flashback of those old days of
Jennings and Williams and those
kind of guys. It’s a good feeling.”
Coach McGriff added, “The distance guys are running strong
too with Brandon [Garcia] and
Ben [Fleischer]. It’s fun when
everyone is doing well and having a good time doing it.”
Josh and Josiah Cadet, Arroyo

and Phanor crossed fourth in the
4x200 at 1:31.67 and Raiders
Jaizahn Jones, Estivene, Leigh
and Sanders took sixth at
1:32.22. Garcia, Estivene, Leigh
and Sanders also took fifth in the
4x400 at 3:28.28. Loop,
Estivene, Nanshah and Justice
Corpin finished fourth in the
4x110 hurdles at 1:05.56.
The Cougars were also getting
good mileage out of their versatile group of sprinters.
“Josiah does the hurdles and is
in the relays. He starts off the
relays in the 4x1 and the 4x2.
He’s having a good season. He
also does the triple jump, so he
does a little bit of everything and
all very well. Never smiles! Always has a serious face. That
football mentality,” chuckled
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Blue Devil Boys Win DMR, Javelin; SPF 400H at Blue Devil Invitational Track
Cranford Coach Faulcon, who
added, “Rickendal Phanor has
been waiting in the wings for a
long time to break through with
this group. Elijah does the 100,
200, long jump. He’s a football
guy. I’m pretty sure he’s going to
be going to Rowan for football.
Obviuosly we finish it off with
Josh. He’s been the guy since he
got to Cranford.”
Both Cadet brothers will be performing their skills at a higher
level next year.
“Josiah’s main thing is the
hurdles. Wagner [College] wants
him for the hurdles. Josh, probably the 200 is his best event.
Last year he was injured most of
the Spring season. But now he’s
healthy. He’s coming full stride.
And they are both going to
Wagner,” Coach Faulcon said.
In the DMR, Blue Devil Matt
Meusel ran the opening 1,200
leg and handed off to Jackson
O’Brien for the 400 leg. Cooper

Brennan took the handoff for the
800 leg and Spencer Weigand
ran the 1,600 anchor leg to cross
first in 10:45.49 more than 14
seconds ahead of Union Catholic,
while Raiders Brendan Garcia,
Justin Sanders, Scott Kaiser and
Ben Fleischer finished third at
11:00.94.
Meusel’s leg was particularly
exciting because there was a collision on the third lap which
caused a fall. “It went out really
fast. I heard like 52 [seconds] for
the first lap then the second lap
really slowed down. And I think
that’s what caused that fall. I
almost went down with the fall.
The guy from Union, [Jon] Mobisa
and I stayed together. He kind of
pulled away the last 100 but I
was happy with it. I thought we
all ran well,” Meusel explained.
“I received it from Matt. We
had a pretty good start when he
gave it to me in second, so my
goal was to catch the Union guy

who had a few steps on me. The
last 100 I was just barely able to
catch him and get us back up to
first going into the third leg,”
O’Brien described.
“Jackson gave it to me in first.
He did what he wanted, got me a
good nice start. First lap was
really fast, the fastest that I’ve
ever gone out in, which is good
and bad. I went out like 56 [first
lap] but towards the end of the
race I started to feel the fatigue
and the last 200 I was trying to
push through whatever I had left.
I just wanted to get the baton to
Spencer,” Brennan expressed.
“Coming off the handoff from
Cooper, I saw that Union was a
second or two up the road, so I
focused on not trying to make
that all up on the first 100 meters.
I closed the gap around 300 if I
remember correctly. After that,
it was just chasing back markers
and trying to use them to keep
me going. We didn’t get too much

action on the anchor leg, so with
400 to go it was just focusing on
keeping my mechanics good,”
Weigand said.
Last week at the Husky Relays,
the foursome of Meusel, Brennan,
Weigand and James McCutcheon
took first in the 4x800.
“It was a good rust buster for
the beginning of the season. That
was our first big meet. It felt
good to get back under 1:57 and
it was even better that we won
the race,” Weigand said.
“I felt honored to be part of it.
I really look up to these guys and
being able to run with them is
really exciting. It makes me
happy to get the opportunity,”
Brennan said.
“The goal was to break 8:00 to
make Penn again. We ran 8:02
and thankfully they accepted us,”
Meusel said.
Blue Devils Jack Johnson,
Ronnie Melao, Dan Scalia and
Ryan Qin finished second in the

4x800 with a time of 8:31.78.
The Westfield “B” team, Tom
Chen, Rutger Barraza, Jack
Maranz and Kurt Hu took fourth
at 8:48.24. Blue Devils Steve
Zucker, Ajay Olson, Jake Salter
and Weigand took second in the
sprint medley relay (SMR) at
3:37.93 and the “B” squad of
O’Brien, Devin Wendel, Rob
Brown and Meusel finished fifth
at 3:44.67, followed by Raiders
Garcia, Fleischer, Sanders and
Stewart at 3:47.56.
Raiders Mike Gross, Leigh and
Nanshah placed second in the
high jump with a height of 16-4.
Cougars Josiah and Josh Cadet
and Arroyo took third in the long
jump with a distance of 56-6.75.
Raider Ian Celardo, Tyler Dvorin
and Josh Barros took fifth in the
pole vault with a height of 26-6.
Blue Devils Will McGlynn
(4:33.45), Will Loggia (4:34.32)
and Kevin Yucetepe (4:37.84)
took 4-6-7 in the mile relay.
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WF Blue Devil Girls Win 3, SPF Raiders 1 at Blue Devil Invitational Track & Field
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WF Blue Devils Salvage Wild 12-11 Baseball Victory Over the Colonia Patriots
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Summit Hilltoppers Hold Off SPF Raiders in Non-Conference Softball Clash, 13-9
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Questions Arise on Stalled
Brook Flood Control
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Last Monday’s
rainstorm saw three-and-a-half
inches of rain in seven hours in
the township, “which is significant,” Township Engineer William Masol said at Monday’s township committee workshop session. “The storm on Monday was
intense...it revealed trouble spots
in town in terms of drainage and
what the river can handle at its
brim,” he said.
The engineering department is
planning to “compile data to look
upstream at the staff gauges and
the flow rate gauges in Springfield,” which can indicate water
levels and velocity of flow of water, and then determine “how
long we can expect for our peak
of the river.”
Areas such as South Union Avenue, Orchard Brook and Casino
Brook had streets flooded and
parts of Nomahegan Park were
flooded, according to posts by
residents on social media.
The township anticipates additional stormwater to flow into Orchard Brook, further exacerbating
the flooding problems of the brook,
when a proposed 114-unit development replaces a paperboard
plant on North Avenue in neighboring Garwood, Mayor Thomas
Hannen, Jr. said. The township
committee for decades has proposed fixing Orchard Brook’s flooding problems by expanding the
capacity of water it can hold.
The latest report was presented
to the committee in 2016 by then
township consulting engineer Maser Consulting. In Maser’s benefit costs analysis report, dated
December 2016, the engineer
reviewed three options: to modify
the brook, to elevate four properties, or to purchase and demolish four properties. Those four

properties were 20, 28, 30 and
42-44 West Holly Street, two of
which are apartment buildings.
“I have reviewed everything
that Maser prepared. From my
perspective, it comes down to
how we fund it. Without talking
about property acquisition at all,
that is a $3-million project. It is
a huge investment. If the town
funds it, we can proceed to the
design and permitting process.
They (New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection) aren’t
holding that up. They (NJDEP)
are holding us up from getting
funding from a local program,”
Mr. Masol said. “I can’t come up
with a number on what property
acquisition is going to cost. Maser, in their report, designed the
brook to hold an entirety of a
100-year storm event.”
Commissioner of Public Works
Ann Dooley said she and Mr. Masol
had discussed reducing the scope
of the design to hold less
stormwater, and design it to a 25year storm or a 50-year storm.
Maser’s report cited the option
to modify the brook was designed
to widen 1,550 feet of the existing Orchard Brook to a width of
26 feet and construct a new 26foot wide culvert under the intersection of West Holly Street and
Spring Garden Street. Union
County owns the 10-foot wide by

Reading is Good For You

240-foot long culvert that conveys Orchard Brook beneath the
intersection of West Holly Street
and Spring Garden Street.
Last June, County Engineer Thomas Mineo told The Westfield
Leader the county intends to replace the culvert as is, and not
widen it per Maser’s proposal,
within the next four years. At the
time he had yet to be notified of
any flood study of the brook by
the township and was unaware of
the township engineer’s report.
The cost of the culvert replacement is estimated at $1.1 million, Mr. Masol said. “Maser told
me Union County may pay for
the reconstruction of the culvert
in that area...it is a three-sided
box structure under the roadway,” Mr. Masol explained.
Should Union County go ahead
and replace the culvert at its current 10-foot width, it “would make
no sense to do that project,” Commissioner Mary O’Connor said.
“I think downgrading the width
or the depth less than originally
planned by Maser is going to set
us back. When the project takes
place on North Avenue by the
paper plant, this one will flow
right into Orchard Brook, which
will be additional flow. So, by
cutting it down I think we may
have the same flooding there,
having spent the money and not
satisfying the problem for the
residents who are impacted. Not
that I think we should just take
the money and spend. But I don’t
know if downgrading the project
is in the best interest of residents
there to try and fit it into a smaller
project,” Mayor Hannen said.
Concluding the discussion,
Commissioner Dooley said,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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EARTH DAY CLEANUP...The Kastin and Dreyer families helped clean up
Rahway River at Cranford’s Earth Day event held Saturday at Droescher's Mill.

Cranford Board Rejects
Park Drive Subdivision
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board denied an application
Wednesday night for the 112
Park Drive property owned by
SCODEE Properties, LLC. The applicant (SCODEE) sought siteplan approval for a subdivision of
a single lot into two fully conforming lots with no variances
and no design waivers.
The county owns the land in
front of 112 Park Drive as part of
Nomahegan Park.
“We bring this to your attention
because we understand the developer is proposing to put an
additional driveway through our
land to link its property to Park
Drive,” wrote Union County Counsel Robert E. Barry in a letter
addressed to Planning Board
Chairwoman Kathleen Murray.
Mr. Barry stated that the land is
subject to the state’s Green Acres
law. The only method available
to the developer to transfer the

land from the county to private
ownership would be a diversion
granted by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, stated Mr. Barry.
“It would require the county
show the transfer fills a compelling public need by mitigating
health, safety, or welfare; or yield
a significant public benefit by improving the delivery of essential
services to the public or to a
segment of the public having a
special need,” said Mr. Barry, citing legal qualifications for designated Green Acres land transfers.
Mr. Barry stated that the county
takes no official position in the
application hearing or the
Cranford Planning Board’s decision on the SCODEE property.
“Even if the county could meet
this burden, which frankly seems
unlikely, Green Acres would require significant compensation
in exchange,” Mr. Barry said in
his letter.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Green Acres Program attorney
Sean D. Moriarty in a written
letter stated the county would
have to pursue a multi-step process when seeking diversion. Mr.
Moriarty stated that the diversion would be classified as “major,” requiring a scoping hearing
to invite public comment on the
proposed diversion.
A pre-application outlining the
purpose of the project and the
proposed compensation, preliminary value analysis, alternatives
analysis and environmental information would have to be provided by Union County to Green
Acres, stated Mr. Moriarty.
“Assuming the county would
seek to grant a driveway or access easement, the required acreage replacement would be at a
4:1 ratio, if land will be offered as
a compensation or a 10:1 ratio if
the county prefers to offer monetary compensation to be used
for land acquisition,” said Mr.
Moriarty.
Mr. Moriarty said the entire process would take about nine to 12
months.
“At the August 2017 meeting,
there were many concerns expressed that building in an area
historically devastated by flooding would be detrimental to our
town and its residents,” said Park
Drive resident Donald Thee.
Mr. Thee said he has lived on
Park Drive for “nearly 46 years”
with his property adjacent to the
SCODEE property. Mr. Thee said
he opposed the subdivision at
the August 2017 hearing.
Mr. Thee said the Army Corps of
Engineers is seeking $60 million
in funding for a region-wide flood
mitigation project.
“How does it look if Cranford
doesn’t impose strict limits on
building in the flood plain, while
asking other towns or agencies
to support flood mitigation efforts?” Mr. Thee asked.
Mr. Thee stated building in a

flood zone would “violate common sense” during a time period
when programs such as the state’s
Blue Acres are buying up properties in the flood zones. The purchased land would be returned to
open space to mitigate water runoff, stated Mr. Thee.
“We have the responsibility to
avoid problems for future property owners and the community.
We must consider the quality of
access, potential flooding, drainage and dangerous access problems,” said Township Committee
member and planning board
member Ann Dooley.
Ms. Dooley voted not to approve the application.
Wells Fargo’s application for a
minor site plan approval at 107
Miln Street to remove a pneumatic tube system within the
drive-through and add two ATM
machines was unanimously approved.
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Questions Arise on Stalled Brook Flood Control
“There is something we need to
In response to the previous
talk about in closed [session] workshop meeting of the comabout the project, too.”
mittee, resident Barbara Krause,
also a member of the Flagpole
Committee and the Daughters of
Blood Drive to Be
the American Revolution (DAR),
said the funds the Downtown
Held on Monday
Management Corporation (DMC)
CRANFORD — New Jersey Blood had requested to use to make
Services, a division of New York Post Office Plaza more eventBlood Center, has announced that friendly are earmarked for restoa blood drive will take place on ration of the flagpole commemoMonday, April 30, from 3 to 7:30 rating World War I. The over
p.m., at the Orange Avenue $30,000 remaining in the FlagSchool. The school is located at pole Fund is to be used for con901 Orange Avenue, Cranford.
tinued maintenance of the flagAll donors will receive a $15-off pole and the stone with plaques
Jiffy Lube coupon. Donors are at the base, Mrs. Krause said. It
encouraged to eat and drink prior costs about $8,000 to have the
to the blood drive and to bring flagpole sandblasted and reidentification with them. To sign painted, which is necessary evup online, visit tinyurl.com/ ery five to 10 years, she said.
OrangeAveBD. Walk-ins also will She gave the township commitbe welcome. For more informa- tee a copy of the ordinance the
tion, call 1-(800) 933-2566 or township committee passed in
visit nybloodcenter.org.
2008 that specifies how the funds

Garwood Borough Council Adopts
2018 Municipal Budget in 4-2 Vote
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council on Tuesday night adopted the
2018 municipal budget with a 4to-2 vote. Councilman Richard
McCormack and Councilman Joseph Sarno cast the dissenting
votes.
Councilwoman and Financial
Committee Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said the fire department
budget has not been reduced, but
instead increased by $7,000 from
the previous year. The total dollar
amount allocated to the fire department drew comments from
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro,
Councilman McCormack and
former councilman Jim Mathieu.
The municipal budget approved
has a projected municipal tax

levy of $5,998,318. The estimated total tax levy for the
Garwood school budget is
$8,150,000 and the projected
county budget tax levy is
$3,600,000.
“We are fully funding though
not granting every dollar that is
requested. This happens with
most departments (within the
municipal budget),” said Ms.
Todisco.
At a previous meeting Garwood
Fire Department volunteer
firefighter and former borough
councilman Louis Petruzzelli said
an additional $10,000 could provide the firefighters with muchneeded “turn-out gear.” “Turnout gear” is the fireproof overcoat used during an active fire
situation.

Council President and Finance
Committee member Jennifer
Blumenstock stated that the funding for “turn-out gear” has not
been reduced, with the “turn-out
gear” line item being fully funded.
“You cannot cut a request; you
grant it or you don’t grant it. We
added $7,000 to it (fire department budget),” said Ms.
Blumenstock.
Ms. Todisco distributed a chart
depicting fire department funding budget year-to-budget year
and each finance committee
chairperson’s name under the
increase or decrease. The chart
spanned 2010 to 2018 with
money budgeted and expended
each year by the department.
Ms. Todisco included the total
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

are to be used.
The Flagpole Committee had
raised the funds through private
donations to go towards the World
War I flagpole and its maintenance. In 2017, the pole was sandblasted and painted and returned
to Post Office Plaza, a triangular
area bordered by North Avenue,
Eastman Street and Miln Street.
“The funds were supposed to
be there to maintain the flagpole
and keep its integrity,” said
Martha Garcia, a member of the
Flagpole Committee and former
township commissioner.
“It would be a breach of trust to
those people who donated generously in their time and effort and
money to the care of the flagpole,” Mrs. Krause said, noting a
list of people who had wanted to
attend the workshop meeting.
“World War I was the event —
it is commemorated there. It is
much more meaningful to the
families for it to remain as is —
the flagpole and the passive reflective area around there. World
War I was a bigger event than
any event the DMC can hold
there,” Mrs. Krause said.
Professor Tom Ombrello of
Union County College is planning
to take a graft of the root system
still active where Old Peppy once
stood at Lincoln Park. This process could allow for a clone of Old
Peppy to be created, Mayor
Hannen said. Old Peppy was a
Pepperidge tree, and the area at
Lincoln Park has remained untouched to allow seedlings to
produce. Once Mr. Ombrello finishes his grafting, the township
plans to clean up the circular
area where Old Peppy resided for
hundreds of years. Mr. Ombrello
has a book — “The Historic Tree
Project” — in which he claims Old
Peppy was not only the official
tree of Cranford, but also of Union
County, and was probably the
largest tree of its kind in the
world, Mrs. Krause said.
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Garwood Council Adopts 2018 Municipal Budget
dollar change in the budgeted
amount from year to year.
In 2015, when Mr. Petruzzelli
was the finance committee chairman, the budget was reduced by
$1,300 from the previous year.
In 2011, Mr. Mathieu was the
finance committee chairman
when the fire department budget was reduced by $850 from
the previous year. Both Mr.
Mathieu and Mr. Petruzzelli reduced the budget after fewer
dollars were expended in previous years than were allocated.
In 2016, the borough budgeted
$62,350 to the fire department
while $40,502 was spent. In
2017, $59,500 was budgeted
with $55,344 spent.
Mr. McCormack said at the last
council meeting that the fire department provides safety and it
is important the department is
not slighted. He said the figures
show an additional $7,000 in
funding in the upcoming year.
The councilman said members of
the community asked him to
mention that the fire department
was under-funded.
Ms. Todisco said increasing fire
department funding past the additional $7,000 from the 2017
budget year would result in a tax
increase or money being reallocated from another department.
“I am asking that this council
reconsider the full funding of
Hartman Park and re-allocate
those funds to ensure the safety
of the men and women that risk
their lives running into burning
houses,” Ms. Cuccaro said.
Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the money for Hartman Park has
been bonded already, equipment
has been ordered, and the demolition process has begun.
“Don’t take an ax. Take a scalpel,” said Ms. Todisco, describing her philosophy on proposing
an appropriate dollar allocation
to a department based on what is
needed and what was spent.
Mr. Mathieu said a five-dollar

tax increase per household is
“worth both (political) parties
saying we had a near zero increase” during the election season. He said the council must
consider the benefits or upside
to a volunteer fire department
when considering allocating an
additional $6,500 to the $7,000
proposed budgeted increase.
Ms. Cuccaro said relief for the
taxpayer is a top priority and
important.
“I want to get tax relief for the
taxpayer for at least one year,”
said Ms. Cuccaro.
Mr. Sarno said he cannot support the budget’s approval “even
though it means a zero dollar
increase.”
“I can’t support this narrow-focused approach to our town’s finances, but the main driver is because this budget takes one-time
infusions of revenue and places
them into the operational budget
without any long-term structural
inefficiency,” Mr. Sarno said.
He said costs associated with
garbage pickup and reducing
growing debt with increased capi-

tal spending are financial inefficiencies that need to be addressed.
“The budget contains miniscule
calculations for our recreation
department, seniors, and firstaid squad, and even denies modest increases to our volunteer
fire department,” Mr. Sarno said.
Mr. Sarno said he believes the
zero dollar budget increase would
be a “campaign slogan” and “rallying cry of certain candidates.”
The reduction of the capital
improvement
fund
from
$200,000 10 years ago to
$124,000 today is a “dwindling”
and “crippling our fund.” Mr.
Sarno said the capital improvement fund is often used for down
payments on projects where
funds would need to be bonded if
the money was not available. He
added that bonded money means
more interest or debt accruing
that the borough is responsible
for in the long run.
“I can only pray that future
revenue increases be used with a
forward-looking eye,” Mr. Sarno
said.
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Kentucky Derby Party To
Benefit JLEP Scholarships

CRANFORD — The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP) will host “A Day at the
Races,” a Kentucky Derby Party,
on Saturday, May 5, from 4 to 8
p.m., at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield
Avenue, Westfield. This event
will celebrate the JLEP’s 95th
anniversary and raise money to
support its scholarship fund.
Tickets to the event start at
$120, which includes food, wine
and beer. Additional sponsorship
opportunities are available to
both individuals and businesses.
Several items will be raffled off
including four Yankee Delta Sky
360 tickets to a game of the
winner’s choice; a Louis Vuitton
handbag; rounds of golf at
Plainfield Country Club, Echo Lake
Country Club and Shackamaxon
Country Club, and individual and
family portrait sessions. The day
of the event attendees also will
be able to place blind “bets” on
the race and purchase 50/50
raffle tickets. Tickets to the benefit can be purchased on
EventBrite
at
jlepderbyparty2018.eventbrite.com
or reserved by e-mailing
derbyparty@jlepnj.org or calling
(908) 709-1177. Monetary donations to the scholarship fund in
of Sofia Stewart and Billy Ryan. lieu of attendance also can be
Their plans to marry are abruptly made through any of these chaninterrupted but circumstance nels.
enters to keep their lives entwined. The story celebrates the
survival of the human spirit during times of sorrow and change
in the world brought about by
World War I.
The club’s second event is its
GARWOOD — The Senior Citiannual luncheon at the Baltusrol
Country Club in Springfield on zens Council of Union County will
hold a special program on TuesFriday, May 11, at 11:30 a.m.
For more information about The day, May 8, entitled “Housing &
Wednesday Morning Club, call Transportation: Your Community
Vice-President Carolyn Moran at Connections.” This event will take
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at place at The Westwood, located
at 438 North Avenue, Garwood.
caromm@comcast.net.

Wed. Morning Club Posts
Author Visit, Luncheon
CRANFORD — Two events in
May will bring another year for
The Wednesday Morning Club to
a close. The club’s next business
meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 2, at 10 a.m. Club
President Sue Driscoll will introduce guest speaker Geri Livelli.
The meeting will take place at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
The public is invited.
Ms. Livelli lives in Cranford and
is an active member of the community. She is the author of a
bittersweet love story entitled
“The Cameo.” Her novel is set in
the late 1800s and tells the story

New Jersey

The JLEP was founded in 1923
as an organization of women
committed
to
promoting
volunteerism, developing the
potential of women and improving the community through the
effective action and leadership
of trained volunteers. The JLEP
has implemented its mission
through its projects, fundraisers
and local and national advocacy
efforts. Among its annual commitments to the community is to
support young women who share
the JLEP’s passion by awarding
scholarships to college-bound
high-school seniors who have
demonstrated a commitment to
improving their community by
donating their time and utilizing
their talents. Some of these
young women have organized
screenings for organ donations,
championed peer counseling for
at-risk teens or started their own
non-profit organizations that continue to flourish.
Since 1990 the JLEP has
awarded more than 70 scholarships to young women in the
community in excess of
$100,000.
To find out more about the Day
at the Races fundraiser, the
League’s scholarship program or
becoming a member, contact the
League at (908) 709-1177, via
e-mail at office@jlepnj.org or visit
its website at jlepnj.org.

Senior Council to Spotlight
Housing and Transportation
“Housing and transportation are
our connections to the community. Most of us want to stay
where we are. But over time, will
we be able to continue living in
the same home? How will we be
able to get to the places we need
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Sr. Council Spotlight

Photo courtesy of Good Shepherd Home

A HOME AND HOPE...Sister Jane Mankaa is pictured with some of the many
orphans she cares for at the Good Shepherd Home in Cameroon. The Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford will hold a bake sale this Sunday, April 29, from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., to benefit the orphans.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Aid Orphans’ Home
CRANFORD — The Trinity
Cranford Episcopal Church will
host a charity bake sale fundraiser
this Sunday, April 29, from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. It will take
place in Sherlock Hall at Trinity
Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford.
“Proceeds will benefit the Good
Shepherd Home for Children in
Cameroon that cares for orphaned children,” said Marion
Nechuta, Trinity’s Outreach Team
leader. “We are happy to help
support this important, life-giving work.
“Trinity Cranford sponsors two
of the orphans, Daniella and
Musuga,” Mrs. Nechuta continued. “We invite everyone to join
us helping the orphans.”
The Good Shepherd Home for
Children is the brainchild of Sister Jane Mankaa, who dedicates
her life to nurturing the orphans
of her country. It is located in the
North West Province of

Cameroon, an area of West Africa with 50,000 orphaned children. More than 150 of them
have found a home at Good Shepherd, where they are sheltered,
fed, clothed, educated and loved.
Sister Jane does not turn any
child away and no child is put up
for adoption. The children live in
a loving family environment with
over 150 brothers and sisters.
For more information about the
Good Shepherd Home, visit
goodshepherdhome.org/.
Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serving area families since 1872. Sunday services are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS),
which is a state-licensed facility
serving children from 2½ years
through Kindergarten.
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to go?” asked Ellen Steinberg,
chairwoman of the Senior Council.
Doors will open at 9 a.m. with a
continental breakfast and an exhibitor room, showcasing offerings from Arbor Terrace, UBER,
Investors Bank, CVS, and many
more companies and government
agencies including Social Security and Union County Paratransit.
There also will be free on-site
health screenings from sponsor
Trinitas Regional Medical Center
as well as Overlook Medical Center. The panel discussion will begin at 10:15 a.m.
The experts on the panel will
discuss housing and transportation solutions to keep older
adults in their communities.
Karen Frank of Back Home Safely
will discuss home modifications
that can enable individuals to
remain in their house. Maria
Owens of Arbor Terrace will address independent living considerations for today and over
time. Elizabeth Fennik, executive director of the Westfield
Senior Citizen Housing Corporation, will explain costs and application procedures.
Karen Alexander, senior manager of Voorhees Transportation Center, will describe the
state plans that are underway to
support the transportation needs
of senior citizens. Union County
Paratransit will feature a segment on how it is modernizing
its service to better serve the
community. A representative
from UBER will discuss the ride
service, including safety concerns and whether one needs a
smartphone to use it.
The event will end at 11:45
a.m. There is no charge for this
program. For more information
or to RSVP, call the Senior Citizens Council of Union County at
(908) 964-7555. The Senior Citizens Council is a non-profit organization devoted to living longer
and living smarter.

POETRY BY HEART...The Friends of the Cranford Public Library and helped
by the children's librarian , Lauren Antolino, held a program for children to
memorize and recite a poem. Pictured, from left to right, are program participants: Luigi Lancelloti, Maddie Dennis,Celeste DelGuercio, Cheyenne Cora,
Karly Ohngemach and Aashritha Jinaga.

Cranford Libary Hosts
Celebration of Poetry
CRANFORD – On April 14 a
poetry recitation event named
"Poetry by Heart" was held in the
Cranford Public Library's Raddin
Room. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library
and helped by the children's librarian , Lauren Antolino, the
goal of the program was for
children to memorize and recite
a poem. One of the Friends told
the children "A wonderful thing
happens to you when you memorize a poem. It stays with you for
life." To demonstrate this, she
recited "The Owl and the Pussy
Cat" a poem she had learned as
a child. Two adults then recited
poems which they had learned
years ago.
The program was introduced by
ninth grader Anna Lancelotti who
spoke about poetry and read a
poem of her own composition
named "The Spider". Several children then recited poems which

they had memorized. Karly
Ohngemach recited "Overdues"
by Shel Silverstein, Luigi Lancelloti
recited "Slow Sloth's Song" by
Jack Prelutsky, Maddie Dennis
recited "The Battle" by Shel
Silverstein, Celeste DelGuercio
recited "The Wind" by Christina
Rossetti, Cheyenne Cora recited
"Stranger Things" by Millie Bobby
Brown and Aashritha Jinagra read
"Librarian" a poem which she had
composed.
Afterwards, a game was played
in which the children tried to guess
the missing rhyming words in limericks. They also decorated a banner with the poems they had
memorized which is now hanging
in the library's Raddin Room. The
program concluded with pizza,
lemonade and promises by the
children that they would return
next year when the Friends of the
Cranford Library once again sponsor "Poetry by Heart."
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Tuesday, April 10, Manuel
Ramos, 20, of Newark was arrested and charged with possession of under 50 grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia after
a 2005 Nissan was stopped on
North Avenue East near the intersection of the Garden State
Parkway 137 exchange for a
seatbelt violation. He was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued motor vehicle summonses for a
seatbelt violation, maintenance
of lamps, driving with a suspended license and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Wednesday, April 11, Tesean
Rease, 23, of Linden was arrested and charged for distribution of a Controlled Dangerous
Substance (CDS), possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2012 Nissan was stopped
at the intersection of Centennial
Avenue and Cayuga Road for a
seatbelt violation. He was processed and released pending a
state Superior Court appearance
date. Additionally, he was issued
summonses for a seatbelt violation, suspended driver, and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Friday, April 13, Monique
Beaubien, 27, of East Orange
was arrested for and charged
possession of prescription legend drugs and possession of paraphernalia after a 2002 Ford was
stopped at the intersection of
Springfield Avenue and Holly
Street for use of a cell phone
while operating a motor vehicle.
She was processed and released
pending a municipal court appearance date. Additionally, she
was issued motor vehicle summonses for possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a

motor vehicle, use of a cell phone
by an operator of a moving vehicle, and no valid insurance card
in her possession.
Saturday, April 14, Courtney
Law, 28, of Piscataway was arrested and charged with Driving
While Intoxicated (DWI) after a
2013 Honda was stopped on Centennial Avenue near the Garden
State Parkway 136 exchange for
failure to stop for a red traffic
control device. She was processed and released to a responsible adult pending a municipal
court appearance date. Additionally, she was issued motor vehicle summonses for refusal to
submit to breathe samples, failure to observe a red traffic control device and careless driving.
Saturday, April 14, Khalid
Shakoor, 19, of Newark was arrested and charged with possession of under 50 grams of marijuana and possession of paraphernalia after a 2001 Nissan
was stopped at the intersection
of North Avenue East and the
Garden State Parkway 137 exchange for a seatbelt violation.
He was processed and released
with a pending Municipal Court
appearance date. Additionally,
the driver was issued summonses
for being unlicensed and not
wearing his seatbelt.
Saturday, April 14, Emmanuel
Jaquez, 31, of Perth Amboy was
arrested and charged with possession of a CDS, possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of paraphernalia
after a 2002 Honda was stopped
on North Avenue East near the
intersection of the Garden State
Parkway 137 exchange for a
seatbelt violation. He was processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued motor vehicle summonses for a
seatbelt violation and possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, April 14, Kaushal
Patel, 25, of Edison was arrested
and charged for possession of a
CDS, possession of hypodermic
syringes and possession of para-
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phernalia after a 2001 Mercedes
was stopped at the intersection
of Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for a head lamp out. Following an investigation at the
scene, police arrested a passenger, Patel, for suspected heroin
and hypodermic syringes found
inside the vehicle. He was processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, the driver was issued motor vehicle summonses
for maintenance of lamps and a
failure to wear a seatbelt.
Monday, April 16, Gregory
Risicato, 35, of Weehawken was
arrested and charged for distribution of a CDS, possession of
over 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia after a 2015 Toyota was stopped
on North Avenue East near the
intersection of Springfield Avenue for failure to observe a red
traffic control device. He processed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, motor vehicle summonses were issued to him for
failure to observe a red traffic
control device and possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.
violating a restraining order,
resisting arrest and several open
warrants out of Scotch Plains.
Police noticed Hanciles and attempted to make contact with
him when Hanciles fled from the
officers. Hanciles was taken into
custody after a foot pursuit. He
was transported to headquarters, processed and transported
to the Union County jail.
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Theater Project to Perform
At Cranford Comm. Center
CRANFORD – The Theater
Project will present a staged,
script-in-hand reading of an original play from its Playwrights
Workshop, including a discussion between the audience and
the author, on Saturday, May 5,
at 2 p.m. in the Cranford Community Center. The Community
Center is located at 220 Walnut
Avenue.
Headquartered at the Burgdorff
Center in Maplewood, The Theater Project is an acclaimed professional theater group and the

winner of two New Jersey Tony
Awards. The program is sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. Admission is free and all are welcome.
For information about the
Cranford Public Library, the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, and other upcoming
events, visit the Cranford Public
Library
page
at
cranfordlibrary.org. For information about The Theater Project,
visit
their
page
at
thetheaterproject.org.

UCC’s Drama Club to
Present 12 Angry Jurors
CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Drama Club will be performing for their spring show the
play, 12 Angry Jurors, as adapted
by Sherman L. Sergel and based
on the Emmy award-winning television movie by Reginald Rose.
The play is based on the same
plot as 12 Twelve Angry Men, but
by being named 12 Angry Jurors
both men and women appear in
the production.
All performances are free and
the public is welcome to attend.
Performances will be held at the
College’s Cranford campus in the
Roy Smith Theater on Thursday,
April 26; Friday, April 27; and
Saturday, April 28 at 7:30 p.m. A
performance will be held at
Snyder Academy in Elizabeth on
Saturday, May 5 at 7 p.m.
Union students in the cast and
their roles: from Elizabeth - Emily
Del Toro as Juror 2 in the performances in Cranford and Sophia
Fiorito as Juror 2 in the Snyder
Academy performance, Kevin
Angulo as Juror 8, and Adriana
Miranda as Juror 11; from
Cranford – Kaitlin Young as Juror

4 and Joshua Lawrence as Juror
10; from Linden – Frenel Legentus
as Juror 6, LaQuan Harris as Juror
9, and Valerie Sanchez as Juror
12; from Roselle – Louis Gaudin
as the Foreman; from Union –
Jordan Brown as Juror 3; from
Roselle Park – Edward Castelan
as Juror 5; from Kenilworth –
David Rei as Juror 7; and from
Bayonne – Armando Cuadro as
the Guard. The director is Union’s
Academic Specialist of Theater
Arts Michael Hegarty and the assistant director is Union student
Sophia Fiorito.
The play is funded by the Union
County College Foundation’s Roy
W. Smith Public Affairs and Cultural Endowment Fund. The
College’s Cranford campus is located at 1033 Springfield Avenue. The Snyder Academy is
located at 42 Broad Street in
Elizabeth. For more information
about Union County College, go
to www.ucc.edu.
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