
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-21  Thursday, April 19, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

claims to be against his so-called
“machine” after her many years
of service on the council, the City
Committee and a county advi-
sory board, I have two ques-
tions. Why submit to the City
Committee at all for the mayor’s
position, and if she had won that
City Committee vote, would any
of this even be happening now?

Vincent Kearney
Garwood Council Candidate

Regular Democratic Party

presumably did not have a mind
of their own. Any employer could
seek to influence an employee
holding public office, provided
they had no fear of conse-
quences or public exposure for
doing so. Mr. Paterson’s com-
ments on this topic are offen-
sive and disingenuous, but that
reflects his usual demeanor to-
wards those with whom he po-
litically disagrees.

As to Mr. Paterson’s comment
about people switching parties,
he misses Mr. Nierstedt’s point.
It is not that anyone switched
parties, it is about timing and
integrity. The whole time Sara
Todisco was voting on the city
committee for Jennyfer
Guerrero and me, she knew that
one of her running mates was
switching parties to run with
her on a separate slate. That is
not integrity.

Seventeen years ago, Bill
Nierstedt did run a Primary chal-
lenge against the Regular
Democratic Party after openly
advising the Garwood City Com-
mittee. He did not utilize dona-
tions made to another campaign
to give himself a financial ad-
vantage out of the gate. He did
not hide his intentions until the
last minute to put his Primary
opponents on the defensive. He
did not gather information on
candidates he fully intended to
oppose by sitting on the elected
committee interviewing them
for nominations. He did not cast
votes supporting candidates
while knowing who would be on
his line to run against them. Bill
did, one day, run with the en-
dorsement of the Regular Demo-
cratic Party. Why? Because he
acted with integrity and was
upfront about what he was go-
ing to do.

Finally, if Mr. Paterson’s asser-
tions regarding Ms. Todisco’s
motives for running “off the line”
are true; that Ms. Todisco now
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Monday, April 9, Steven Burke,
26, of Clark and Jaleel Whiting,
26, of Roselle were arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police
stopped a 2008 Kia on North
Avenue East near the intersec-
tion of the Garden State Parkway
Exchange for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Both were processed and
provided with municipal court
appearance dates. Additionally,
motor vehicle summonses were
issued to the driver, Whiting, for
driving with a suspended license
and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) in a
motor vehicle. Burke was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a
seatbelt violation and allowing
an unlicensed person to drive a
motor vehicle.

Monday, April 9, Angel Torres,
21, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police stopped
a 2006 Acura on South Avenue
East near the intersection of
Burchfield Avenue for tinted win-
dows and a brake light out. Torres
was processed and released pend-
ing a municipal court appearance
date. Additionally, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
maintenance of lamps, tinted win-
dows and possession of a CDS in
a motor vehicle.

Foundation Will Honor
Two Garwood Women

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood has cho-
sen Barbara Tweedle and Mary
Ann Severage as people who
made a difference in the borough
and will honor them at its 14th
annual Appreciation Dinner, to
be held at 6 p.m. on Thursday,
April 26, at the Westwood, 438
North Avenue

Ms. Tweedle, a Garwood resi-
dent since 1994, has been ac-
tive in DARE and Garwood Par-
ents Draw the Line – both drug-
control programs – and, after
20 years of membership, is vice
president of the Ladies’ Auxil-
iary of the Garwood Fire De-
partment. She has also served
as a judge for the Lions Club
Halloween parade. She and her
husband, Allan, have two daugh-
ters, Sarah and Caitlin, and two
grandsons.

Ms. Severage, who has lived
in Garwood for 75 years, has
been a trustee of the Garwood
Public Library since 1978. She
is a parishioner of the Church of
St. Anne and has been on the
board of its Rosary Society for
15years. She is a life member
and past president of the La-
dies’ Auxiliary of the Garwood
Fire Department. Her late hus-

band, Bill, a former chief, was
active in the department for 55
years. They have two children,
Bill and Susan, four grandchil-
dren and two great grandchil-
dren.

The Appreciation Dinner,
which will also honor Denise
Cafiero as the 2018 Educator of
the Year, will include a “tricky
tray” auction offering a chance
to win a movie-themed basket
and gift certificates to local res-
taurants and other businesses.

Dinner tickets cost $45 in ad-
vance and $50 at the door. They
are available at the Garwood
Public Library, 411 Third Ave.;
the Lincoln School, 400 Second
Avenue, or through the founda-
tion president, Sara Todisco
(saramtodisco@gmail.com or
(908) 377-7890). Tickets will
cover a buffet dinner, beer and
wine. Mixed drinks will be avail-
able at a cash bar.

About 100 people attended
last year’s dinner, which raised
almost $4,000 for the founda-
tion, a nonprofit, tax-exempt
501(c)3 organization founded
in 2004 to work with Garwood
schools “in pursuit of educa-
tional excellence.” It provides
scholarships to eighth-grade
and high school students and
grants to Garwood teachers in
support of enrichment projects.

Blood Drive Is Set at Clark Squad HQ
CLARK — New Jersey Blood Ser-

vices, a division of New York Blood
Center, has announced that a Com-
munity Blood Drive will take place
next Thursday, April 26, from 1:30
to 7:30 p.m., at Clark Volunteer
Emergency Squad headquarters.
The squad building is located at
875 Raritan Road, Clark.

Every donor will receive a $15-

off Jiffy Lube-Cranford oil change
coupon.

Donors are asked to bring iden-
tification and to eat a meal prior
to the blood drive.

To make an appointment to
donate blood, call 1-(800) 933-
BLOOD or visit tinyurl.com/
ClarkBloodDrives. Walk-ins also
will be welcome.

Cranford Chamber
Breakfast Is Today

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Chamber of Commerce will host
another Connections Over Cof-
fee breakfast event today, April
19, at CEC Research, located at
16 Commerce Drive, Cranford,
from 8 to 10 a.m.

The moderator and expert busi-
ness advisor will be Jon Best
from Winner’s Edge Business
Coaching, LLC. To register, visit
cranford.com/chamber or call
(908) 272-6114. The cost is $25
for members and $30 for future
or non-members. A light break-
fast will be served.

Chamber to Hold
Networking Event

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce has
announced that its seventh net-
working event for 2018 will take
place on Wednesday, April 25, at
noon. It will be held at the Garlic
Rose, located at 28 North Av-
enue West, Cranford. Chief Ryan
Greco of the Cranford Police De-
partment will be the guest
speaker.

The cost is $15 for members
and $20 for non-members. In-
terested persons are asked to
RSVP to
cranfordchamber@comcast.net
or by calling (908) 272-6114.
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