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Local Letters to the Editor

Why Garwood Elected DEMs
Support Todisco For Mayor

The Democratic mayoral pri-
mary is about giving the people
of Garwood a choice. The choice
could not be clearer. As current
council members for the last 16
months, we have had an inside
perspective on what goes on
behind the scenes to govern our
great town. Simply put, our sup-
port for Councilwoman Todisco
for Mayor is based on the follow-
ing observations.

1. We need a mayor who builds
relationships with businesses,
residents, and other elected offi-
cials and utilizes those connec-
tions to benefit our town. Coun-
cilwoman Todisco’s selfless vol-
unteering as Lions Club and EFG
President inspired her to create a
volunteer rewards program to
thank our volunteers and pro-
mote shopping local. Her altru-
ism has influenced us and others
in Garwood to get involved.

2. We need a mayor who is not
afraid to stand up for our town,
whether it be to the [Union]
County, a redeveloper, or an-
other town. Councilwoman
Todisco was a lead negotiator in
bringing about more parking and
reducing the number of units in
the Russo Development. She also
has no qualms demanding for

more county tax dollars to be
brought back to Garwood.

3. We need a mayor who knows
how to run a meeting with disci-
pline and be able to gain the
respect of his/her constituents
through his/her command and
knowledge of all issues impacting
Garwood. When we need answers,
we turn to Councilwoman Todisco
and so do our residents.

Sara Todisco’s heart and soul is
Garwood, and her endless devo-
tion to the town she was born
and raised in inspires us every
day we work with her. She is not
afraid to challenge the status
quo, but seizes opportunities to
compromise. A leader is some-
one who articulates a bold vision
by actually having real accom-
plishments to stand on, not just
some gimmicky phrase about
moving forward. Moving forward
is what the current Union County
Party machine wants you to do
because they are threatened by
a strong, independent woman
who will fight tirelessly to make
Garwood the envy of our county.

Garwood Council President
Jen Blumenstock (D)

Garwood Councilman
Marc Lazarow (D)

A Change In Garwood Leadership
Is Necessary Now More Than Ever

While Garwood is a nice com-
munity to live in, we should al-
ways strive to be better. Accept-
ing the status quo is simply not
good enough to lead us into the
future. A change in leadership is
necessary now more than ever
with significant redevelopment
and a town-wide revaluation on
the horizon, not to mention the
inevitable challenges we will face
three to four years from now. I
am enthusiastic about running
for Mayor because I am eager to
bring new ideas, fresh energy,
and the team working with me to
better our town.

My vision for Garwood is one
with an enhanced sense of com-
munity, responsive local govern-
ment, and sustainable growth.
We need to celebrate the talents
and volunteerism of our resi-
dents more, promote our local
businesses more, and advocate
more at the county and state
level to show that while we are a
small town, our voice needs to be
heard, too.

You deserve a Mayor that will
be a real champion for Garwood
by forming more business-gov-
ernment partnerships, demand-
ing more from Union County,
and providing more proactive
communication. You deserve a
Mayor that will bring people to-
gether and work proactively with
the Board of Education and Plan-

ning Board. You deserve a Mayor
that is visible and makes every
effort to ensure you know what is
going on in town and that you
have someone to contact to make
sure your questions are an-
swered, concerns are addressed,
and ideas are listened to.

This vision developed through
the countless conversations I
have had with residents, from
those that lived here their whole
lives, like me, to those who re-
cently moved in and everyone in
between. I love hearing what led
those to choose Garwood. While
the responses differ, a common
thread is value. In the center of
Union County, Garwood provides
a great value – quality services
for taxes that are more afford-
able than our surrounding com-
munities.

If elected, I will make sure we
create a more vibrant town cen-
ter, modernize our government,
and ensure great value. The times
are changing and Garwood can’t
afford four more years of “go
along” leadership. Please make
sure your voice is heard on June
5th by voting the “Democrats for
Garwood” column for the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit team that is free to
be independent decision makers
that put Garwood’s interests first.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayoral Candidate (D)

I Did Not Try To Be Less Than
Forthright About Campaigns

Russ Graham is my friend, and
we will continue to be friends
long after this Garwood Primary
ends. I thank him for the tone,
civility and professionalism of his
letter to the editor. I just need to

set a few things straight for your
readers.

I did not try to be less than
forthright when I stated that the
Graham-Todisco campaign de-

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

cided to transfer about $3,200 of
last year’s campaign funds to the
Todisco-Ince-Benoit campaign.
The bottom line is that both Russ
and I do agree that it did. The
question is not, “Could they trans-
fer the funds?”, but rather, “Why
did they choose to break the
long-time accepted protocol in a
less than forthright manner?”
Never in the history of the
Garwood Democratic Club have
candidates retained unused cam-
paign funds and not returned
them to the club. Never.

Every campaign has started with
a Democratic Club loan and ended
with the original loan and any
unused funds returned to the group
so that they could be used by the
next year’s candidates. The 2017
funds were donated by people
who supported the Regular
Garwood Democratic Committee
council candidates – Russ Graham
and Sara Todisco – not the 2018
mayoral candidate Todisco and
her new running mates. Indeed,
some of these funds were donated
by Garwood Democratic Club
members and others who do not
support these new candidates.
While as Russ stated, the original
loan was returned, this transfer
gave the Todisco campaign a “head
start,” leaving the Regular Demo-
cratic Party campaign with no funds
to begin a Primary campaign they
didn’t realize they were running.
This unseemliness seems to be
lost on some new campaign sup-
porters.

This is not the only disturbing
decision campaign members are
supporting. They hid the campaign
itself from the club. They decided to

keep the sign, fund-raising and do-
nor lists, campaign walking notes,
and indeed every record of the
2017 campaign from the Regular
Garwood Democratic Party sup-
ported Lombardo-Guerrero-
Kearney campaign. The RGDP cam-
paign was waiting for this informa-
tion to be shared, but the Todisco
campaign decided to keep every-
thing to themselves. The Todisco
campaign, as stated by Russ, is
very strong on stating that Prima-
ries exist to give “all Garwood Demo-
cratic voters a choice about who

they want to lead our town the next
four years.” Sounds very demo-
cratic. But when the campaign itself
is started on less than forthright
terms, I cannot understand how
campaign supporters don’t recog-
nize that their campaign is built on
duplicity, not democracy.

This is the last letter on this
campaign issue that I intend to
write. Future letters will explain my
other reasons for supporting the
Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney cam-
paign. Vote Column B on June 5.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood
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