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l'ennemi du journaliste

VAN DAM 2-HITTER; SHRINER, SZCZECH 2 HITS, 2 RUNS; DeCLERICO 2 RBI, CONNOLLY 2 RBI

Cougar Baseballers Mangle Memorial Tigers in Five, 13-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting came alive for the
Cranford High School baseball
team but what was even more
lively was the pitching perfor-
mance of junior Jake Van Dam in
the Cougars’ 13-1, four and one-
half inning victory over the Me-
morial Tigers of West New York
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 14. The victory marked
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery’s 399th career victory
at the helm.

Van Dam had a no-hit, two-

walk shutout going for the first
four innings, while recording five
strikeouts, until Tiger Justin
Esposito tagged him with a solo
home run over the right field
fence in the top of the fifth in-
ning. He later allowed a two-out
single to Gabi Abreu before re-
cording the final out.

“It was a fun time. I tried to go
out there and throw strikes. I
tried to get it done, do it for the
team. Everybody made their
plays. It was a well-rounded
game,” Van Dam described.

Throughout the game, how-

ever, Van Dam was fortunate to
have Pat Connolly behind the
plate smothering some of his
pitches in the dirt.

“He’s been making a lot of
blocks. He was putting up inside,
outside for me and it felt good.
We went out there and worked
the count. He was with me the
whole game,” Van Dam com-
mented.

“Jake did a great job. He threw
strikes. He had command of three
pitches and kept them off bal-
ance. That’s a lineup that has
guys who can swing the bat.
They are a good ball club. He had
a great day today on the mound,”
Coach McCaffery said.

The Cougars, who finished with

10 hits, wasted no time getting
on the scoreboard with three runs
on four hits in the bottom of the
first. Tyler Szczech (2-for-2, 2
RBI) ripped a leadoff single to
center and stole second. Mike
Murphy followed with an RBI
single to right and Jamie Shriner
drilled a hard single off the

pitcher’s glove. After Mike Meola’s
sacrifice bunt, Connolly sliced a
two-run double to leftfield.

“Coach alway talks to us about
getting the job done, doing the
right thing. The team’s always
behind me, so I know when I
start producing, they are still
behind me. It fuels our energy,”
Szczech said.

“Getting those runs in the first
inning really helped. I came out
there confident after the three
runs. Just tried to hold them
down and we just kept scoring
and we just kept getting better
and better,” Van Dam said.

Two more Cougars skipped
accross home plate in the second.
Aidan Plick slashed a double to
leftfield and Szczech drew a walk.
Both runners advanced on a pitch
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