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Theatre Prep Studio in Scotch
Plains Welcomes Broadway Talent

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Being in the
right place at the right time is some-
times key for becoming a Broad-
way performer. But according to
Daisy Hobbs, Broadway actress,
dancer and singer, being prepared
is also an important factor. She
shared her experience with students
in Theatrical Artists’ Prep (T.A.P.)
in Scotch Plains on Sunday, April 8
for an informal class that included
acting tips, dance combinations and
a discussion of what it takes to be-
come a professional on Broadway.
“We started with some theatre
games,” she said. “I was pleased to
see that the class was open to the
improv exercises we did,” she said.

Samantha Simpson, the owner of
the new studio on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains, asked the former per-
former in Aladdin, the Broadway mu-
sical, to speak to the students who are
preteens and teens. Ms. Simpson, an
accomplished performer in her own
right, is a Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star winning choreographer through
the Westfield High School Theatre
Department’s musicals. The connec-
tion of the two women goes back to
when they performed in Cats at Menlo
Park’s Plays-in-the-Park 10 years ago.

 In an interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times, Ms. Simpson talked
about the mission of her studio.
“We are not solely a dance studio.
Yes, we teach dance, but because
we have on-camera training, we of-
fer the young performer a different
perspective for their career path by
becoming comfortable in front of
the TV or movie camera.”

At the Sunday afternoon class,
Ms. Hobbs taught the students the
moves to the opening number, “Ara-
bian Nights” from Aladdin. With
repetition, encouragement and sug-
gestions, she got the young per-
formers to shed some of their inhi-
bitions in auditioning. They warmed
up with the theatre games, learned
the dancing combinations and then
went on to an intimate question and

answer portion.
She cautioned that the road to

Broadway isn’t easy. “Don’t think
that you just audition a couple of
times and then get picked right
away,” she said. In fact, she ex-
plained, that what they should real-
ize is that becoming one of the eight
women in the ensemble of Aladdin
didn’t fall in her lap. After doing
community and regional theatre, Ms.
Hobbs was selected in a profes-
sional production of Aladdin in Se-
attle, Wash. She then completed
national tours of the show and fi-
nally auditioned for the Broadway
version and secured a spot.

The students gathered at the end
of the session to recap some of the
take-aways from the day. Morgan
Moloney of Fanwood said she’ll
remember in auditions to “go big or
go home.” Likewise, Sophie Spen-
cer of Scotch Plains said she learned
to “be big with my actions” because
Ms. Hobbs said, “EXPLODE a ges-
ture!” From Westfield, Ella Passante
said she’ll remember “in everything
I do, don’t be afraid!”

Those take-away tips are part of

the concept behind the new studio in
Scotch Plains. Being a performer her-
self, Ms. Simpson knows the ups and
downs of auditioning, being onstage
and on television. She also knows
that breaking into show business takes
hard work in all areas of theater. That’s
why this 30-year-old and her teachers
are investing time, energy and expe-
rience in sharing what they know to
the upcoming generation of profes-
sional performers.

For more information about the
Theatrical Artist’s Prep, that is now
taking applications for musical the-
ater camp (July 9 to August 11) for
grades second through eighth daily
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., call (908)
680-6050 or visit their website at
theatrialartistsprep.com. As their
website says, “It’s a full-service per-
forming arts studio providing qual-
ity and continuous training for the
forever evolving performer.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MIRRORED REFLECTION…Broadway performer Daisy Hobbs teaches pre-
teens and teens in a class on April 8 at the newly refurbished studio in Scotch Plains
known as Theatrical Artist’s Prep. The girls in the class learned about the
difficulties and joys of making it to Broadway. In the new Scotch Plains studio,
students may study dance, voice, acting and on-camera technique.

Collaboration is the Word for
Performing Arts, DCF Students

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOPELESSLY DEVOTED TO YOU…Students from the Union County Academy for Performing Arts and Students from
DCF Union Campus collaborate in an adaptation of the musical Grease. At the Friday performance parents, siblings and
students and staff from other special needs schools attended to cheer on their friends.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Friday the
13th of April was a lucky day for
students of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Children and Families Union
Campus who got to perform with
teenage students from the Union
County Academy for Performing Arts
in Scotch Plains. The two groups col-
laborated in an abbreviated version
of the musical Grease, which pro-
vided a once-in-a life time opportu-
nity for the DCF students. It was a
lucky day for the Academy Perform-
ers as well in getting an opportunity
to perform and learn from multiply-
handicapped youngsters.

According to Kathleen Aiellos,
adviser of the International Thespian
Chapter at the Academy, “This is our
third year of performing for our spe-
cial needs friends, but this is the first
year they are actual partners in por-
traying characters in this musical.”
The genesis of the partnership has
evolved to that performance on Fri-
day morning. Three years ago, teens
at UC Academy for Performing Arts
teens invited the special needs stu-

dents to one of their performances to
be their audience.

Last year, a Disney cabaret offered
limited interactive participation for
the special needs students. This year,
the student-directed and student-cho-
reographed show featured sopho-
mores acting as stage crew members.
The juniors in the Performing Arts
class took to the stage with special
needs students having the thrill of
being onstage with the teens during
the entire performance of their char-
acter.

Prior to opening the doors for the
10 a.m. show, Ms. Aiellos reminded
her teen performers to “Point to your
child in the bows.” And the teens did
just that not only during the curtain
calls, but throughout the entire show.
As they wheeled the special needs
children in their wheelchairs, they
adjusted their original blocking of the
scenes and seemed to have a ball.

Lou Tortorelli, supervisor of edu-
cation at the DCF Union Campus that
is located on Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains, sported his Grease T- shirt
and had nothing but praise for the
collaborative effort. They started plan-

ning and working on Grease back in
January, with his staff members really
getting in the spirit of the theatrical
event. “We adore working with the
Regional school,” he told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood-Times reporter af-
ter the show. “It’s a great partnership
between schools and is so beneficial
for all of the students from both
schools.”

According to Mr. Tortorelli, there
are 16 regional schools for special
needs students of all ages in the State
of New Jersey and two of the partner
regional schools came to cheer on the
performers. He recognized, specially,
NJ Director Kelley Michalowski and
Deputy Director Lizette Murray for
being in the audience.  Parents and
caregiving staffers beamed with pride
at seeing their children and charges
on stage at the black box theater that
had just enough scenery to suggest
the setting of Rydell High School, the
Burger Palace, the Drive-in movie
and the carnival. Colorful, appropri-
ate costumes for the Pink Ladies and
some of the props were made by DCF
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