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Spencer Savings Bank Selects Westfield
As Site of New Banking Concept

WESTFIELD — Spencer Sav-
ings Bank, a community bank head-
quartered in Elmwood Park, N.J.,
has selected Westfield, N.J., as the
site for its new, technologically-
advanced “Financial Center,” a
unique combination of a banking
center and loan production office.

The Westfield Financial Center
will showcase the latest transac-
tion technology to optimize check
cashing, deposits, loan payments
and other inquiries. The interac-
tive teller machines allow custom-
ers to complete transactions using
a remote-controlled, ATM-based
kiosk while being virtually guided
by a banker. The interactive tell-
ers handle the more routine trans-
actions, allowing on-site bank rep-
resentatives to assist with new ac-
count openings, loan applications,
loan closings and questions. The
Westfield Financial Center will
operate with extended hours of 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. There will also be a
24-hour ATM machine available.
In addition to this, Spencer will
have three commercial loan offic-
ers based in Westfield to help cus-
tomers with business and commer-
cial loan needs.

“We are thrilled to be opening
our doors in Westfield. This city is
a commuter hub with a forward-
thinking, tech-savvy community. We
know residents will enjoy our new

Financial Center, which incorpo-
rates the latest technological tools
to help them simplify their banking
experience,” said José B. Guerrero,
Chairman, President and CEO of
Spencer. “Spencer has been a strong-
hold in Union County for decades,
and we look forward to serving busi-
nesses in the area. The large na-
tional banks have underserved the
business community here, so we are
filling this gap with a major and
ongoing commitment to our local
business owners.”

Spencer has been operating a
traditional branch in neighboring
Garwood. The entire staff will be
retained and relocated to the new
center, which will open in early
July. The new center will be lo-
cated in the heart of Westfield at
240 North Avenue West. Spencer
will continue to announce addi-
tional details and special offers as
that time nears.

Spencer Savings Bank, a com-
munity bank headquartered in
Elmwood Park, N.J., has been serv-
ing its local communities with in-
tegrity and pride for more than 75
years. The bank, serving consum-
ers and businesses, operates 21
branches throughout New Jersey.
Learn more at spencersavings.com.
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I Did Not Try To Be Less Than
Forthright About Campaigns

Thank You, Volunteers, From
St. Joseph Social Service Center

Garwood’s Insider Committee and
Official Regular Democratic Party

It must be election season in
Garwood, because we have the inevi-
table “spin” of Bruce Paterson mak-
ing its appearance on the editorial
page. I will respond, point by point,
with actual facts, to last week’s letter.

Sara Todisco is an elected mem-
ber of the so-called “insider commit-
tee” elected every two years by reg-
istered Garwood Democrats referred
to by Mr. Paterson. It is a position
she holds in addition to being on the
council. This committee is the offi-
cial Garwood Regular Democratic
Party (referred to as the “City Com-
mittee”). This committee selects a
chair, who represents the Garwood
Democratic Party on its behalf. These
elected positions, for which anyone
who declares a party affiliation may
run, exist for the very purpose of
selecting candidates for our local
offices on behalf of the voters. This
is the same process employed
throughout our representative de-
mocracy, where we vote for indi-
viduals to represent us from towns to
Washington, D.C.

The committee process is how de-
clared voters in Garwood (and most
towns in New Jersey) exercise
“choice” over candidates for office.
Ms. Todisco was endorsed by this
“insider committee” (against which
Mr. Paterson now rants) for each of
her council terms and has also been
financially supported by the “insid-
ers” in the past.

Contrary to Mr. Paterson’s state-
ment, no vote of the Democratic Club
was taken to gauge support for Ms.
Todisco’s actions. The only floor vote
related to the Primary election was if
the membership wanted to put club
meetings on hold until after June 5.
This motion carried by a 23-12 vote,
with Ms. Todisco and “her people”
outvoted in their wish to keep to the
club’s regular meeting schedule. I am
unsure if this is what Mr. Paterson
was told is “support” for Ms. Todisco
by a “majority of the Democratic
Club” as he is not a member and was
not present for this vote.

Next, we have a classic Mr. Pater-
son rant about the “County Machine,”
during which he states I could be
influenced through my employment.
I am a career civil servant, with per-
manent status in a classified title. A
classified employee may not be sus-
pended, demoted or discharged with-
out “just cause” after due process of
law. No one could act against my
employment for off-duty political ac-
tions or service on the borough coun-
cil (should I be elected) without vio-
lating state law. This could equally be
applied to any member of any council
who is anything other than self-em-
ployed, or retired, and who also pre-
sumably did not have a mind of their

own. Any employer could seek to
influence an employee holding pub-
lic office, provided they had no fear
of consequences or public exposure
for doing so. Mr. Paterson’s com-
ments on this topic are offensive and
disingenuous, but that reflects his
usual demeanor towards those with
whom he politically disagrees.

As to Mr. Paterson’s comment
about people switching parties, he
misses Mr. Nierstedt’s point. It is not
that anyone switched parties, it is
about timing and integrity. The whole
time Sara Todisco was voting on the
city committee for Jennyfer Guerrero
and me, she knew that one of her
running mates was switching parties
to run with her on a separate slate.
That is not integrity.

Seventeen years ago, Bill Nierstedt
did run a Primary challenge against
the Regular Democratic Party after
openly advising the Garwood City
Committee. He did not utilize dona-
tions made to another campaign to
give himself a financial advantage
out of the gate. He did not hide his
intentions until the last minute to put
his Primary opponents on the defen-
sive. He did not gather information
on candidates he fully intended to
oppose by sitting on the elected com-
mittee interviewing them for nomina-
tions. He did not cast votes support-
ing candidates while knowing who
would be on his line to run against
them. Bill did, one day, run with the
endorsement of the Regular Demo-
cratic Party. Why? Because he acted
with integrity and was upfront about
what he was going to do.

Finally, if Mr. Paterson’s assertions
regarding Ms. Todisco’s motives for
running “off the line” are true; that
Ms. Todisco now claims to be against
his so-called “machine” after her many
years of service on the council, the
City Committee and a county advi-
sory board, I have two questions.
Why submit to the City Committee at
all for the mayor’s position, and if she
had won that City Committee vote,
would any of this even be happening
now?

Vincent Kearney
Garwood Council Candidate

Regular Democratic Party

In recognition of National Volunteer
Week, we would like to express our
gratitude to the countless volunteers
who serve the poor and homeless at St.
Joseph Social Service Center in Eliza-
beth (www.sjeliz.org). Whether you
make a sandwich, collect toiletries, tu-
tor in the job program, make soup, wrap
Christmas gifts, donate food, goods,
time, talent, or money, it all adds up to
make our center a refuge for those in
need. We simply couldn’t do what we
do without you, and we thank you.

This year, we would especially like
to thank all of those who volunteer at
the Saturday soup kitchen. In Febru-
ary of 1986, when St. Joseph’s began
operating from the current location at
118 Division Street, a group of volun-
teers got together to discuss hosting a
soup kitchen. Some of those same
people still volunteer today. They es-
tablished a beautiful service model,

where guests are welcomed, seated,
and served a hot meal. Since April 19,
1986, the following faith communities
have served their less fortunate broth-
ers and sisters: St. Helen’s (Westfield),
Holy Trinity (Westfield), St. Agnes
(Clark), St. John’s (Clark), Holy Spirit
(Union), Church of the Little Flower
(Berkeley Heights), Immaculate Con-
ception (Elizabeth), and Temple
Shaa’rey Shalom (Springfield).

While we can add up the number of
soup kitchens (1,664), or the meals
served (374,400), the true measure of
the effort is the dignity and compas-
sion with which the meals are served.
The reward is when a guest says:
“Thank you for treating me like a
human being.”

With loving gratitude,
Bernadette Murphy, Director

Elizabeth

Russ Graham is my friend, and we
will continue to be friends long after
this Garwood Primary ends. I thank
him for the tone, civility and profes-
sionalism of his letter to the editor. I
just need to set a few things straight
for your readers.

I did not try to be less than forth-
right when I stated that the Graham-
Todisco campaign decided to trans-
fer about $3,200 of last year’s cam-
paign funds to the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit campaign. The bottom line is
that both Russ and I do agree that it
did. The question is not, “Could they
transfer the funds?”, but rather, “Why
did they choose to break the long-
time accepted protocol in a less than
forthright manner?” Never in the his-
tory of the Garwood Democratic Club
have candidates retained unused cam-
paign funds and not returned them to
the club. Never.

Every campaign has started with a
Democratic Club loan and ended with
the original loan and any unused funds
returned to the group so that they
could be used by the next year’s can-
didates. The 2017 funds were do-
nated by people who supported the
Regular Garwood Democratic Com-
mittee council candidates – Russ Gra-
ham and Sara Todisco – not the 2018
mayoral candidate Todisco and her
new running mates. Indeed, some of
these funds were donated by Garwood
Democratic Club members and oth-
ers who do not support these new
candidates. While as Russ stated, the
original loan was returned, this trans-

fer gave the Todisco campaign a “head
start,” leaving the Regular Demo-
cratic Party campaign with no funds
to begin a Primary campaign they
didn’t realize they were running. This
unseemliness seems to be lost on some
new campaign supporters.

This is not the only disturbing deci-
sion campaign members are support-
ing. They hid the campaign itself from
the club. They decided to keep the
sign, fund-raising and donor lists,
campaign walking notes, and indeed
every record of the 2017 campaign
from the Regular Garwood Demo-
cratic Party supported Lombardo-
Guerrero-Kearney campaign. The
RGDP campaign was waiting for this
information to be shared, but the
Todisco campaign decided to keep
everything to themselves. The Todisco
campaign, as stated by Russ, is very
strong on stating that Primaries exist
to give “all Garwood Democratic vot-
ers a choice about who they want to
lead our town the next four years.”
Sounds very democratic. But when
the campaign itself is started on less
than forthright terms, I cannot under-
stand how campaign supporters don’t
recognize that their campaign is built
on duplicity, not democracy.

This is the last letter on this cam-
paign issue that I intend to write.
Future letters will explain my other
reasons for supporting the Lombardo-
Guerrero-Kearney campaign. Vote
Column B on June 5.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Garwood, A Good Town For Us
And Our Young Son

When my husband, Sean Benoit,
who is a current candidate for council
in Garwood, and I looked for homes,
our primary focus was location. We
wanted to be close to my job and
family and so we focused on Union
County. By chance, our realtor was
from Garwood. She had the intuition
to know it would be a good town for
us and our young son. From looking
at houses and talking to locals, we
became enchanted with the small
town. People seemed to know one
another and help each other out. It
was an unusually walkable town, and
we could envision our children walk-
ing to school together, and riding
bikes with friends. Two years later,
we could not be happier to be here
now. We love the small town and the
people we have met here.

My husband, Sean, has worked tire-
lessly to help disabled and disadvan-
taged children in need throughout his
career working as an attorney for a
non-profit organization. He takes his
professional role personally and fights
for these young children as if they
were his own. It came naturally that
now that we have found our home, he
would look to take on a role of activ-
ism to ensure the best interests of our
community. I am so excited for Sean
to continue his lifelong dedication to
selfless public service as part of the
Democrats for Garwood ticket with
Sara Todisco and Michael Ince.

We first met Sara months after
moving to Garwood and were aston-
ished at how completely involved in
the town she was, well beyond the
necessary scope of a council member.
Now that I have gotten to know her
and the community, I can see why she
volunteers so passionately for our
town. Her passion has inspired our
passion. Whether it be as president of
the Education Foundation of Garwood
and the Lions Club or as a founding
member of Garwood’s Green Team,
she does these things thanklessly out
of the goodness of her heart for a
town where her family three genera-
tions before her have called home.

Unfortunately, some people are
suspicious of altruism. My husband

is frequently questioned about his
decision to work for a non-profit or-
ganization rather than taking a higher-
paying corporate job or one with a
lighter workload. They look for ulte-
rior motives when one makes sacri-
fices to help others rather than focus
squarely on themselves. I see this
type of behavior repeat itself in the
backlash against the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit ticket.

Sara’s dedication has been
marginalized by the opposing party,
and they have taken to calling her an
opportunist. They say, why else would
she do everything that she does?
Meanwhile these same people, in-
cluding the current mayor himself,
have turned to her to sustain their own
political careers. They are now ac-
cusing her of being disloyal to those
who have “opened doors” for her
when, in fact, she has been the one to
open doors for them. Their attacks
reek of modern-day sexism. They
were okay with a woman taking charge
as long as she understood that her
powers were beholden to her by a
male authority.

These are not limited instances.
Upon notice of my husband’s inten-
tion to run on March 18, I received a
call from an opposing council candi-
date that attempted to intimidate me
into getting my husband to drop out of
the race. I was told that I didn’t under-
stand how things work and that he did,
having run two Republican campaigns.

I am saddened by this turn of events,
but not despaired. I have gotten to
know enough people in this town to
know our community is full of intel-
ligent people who will see through
these attacks. I believe these attacks
come from a place of fear. The oppos-
ing side has failed to study the issues
of our town and thus have turned to
name calling, falsehoods and cries of
fake news as their strategy in this
Primary. I expect more from other
Democrats, whether they are running
against my husband or not. I hope the
Democratic voters will expect more,
too, when they enter the ballot booth
on June 5, as I do, and choose to vote
for the Todisco-Ince-Benoit ticket.

Maria Benoit
Garwood

David Badertscher Receives
Lifetime Achievement Award

David Badertscher

BASKING RIDGE — Marquis
Who’s Who, the world’s premier pub-
lisher of biographical profiles, is proud
to present David Badertscher with the
Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime
Achievement Award. An accomplished
individual, Mr. Badertscher celebrates
many years’ experience in his profes-
sional network, and has been noted for
achievements, leadership qualities and
the credentials and successes he has
accrued in his field. As in all Marquis
Who’s Who biographical volumes,
individuals profiled are selected on
the basis of current refer-
ence value. Factors such
as position, noteworthy
accomplishments, vis-
ibility and prominence in
a field are all taken into
account during the selec-
tion process.

As a historian, former
educator and retired prin-
cipal law librarian for the
New York Supreme
Court Library, Mr.
Badertscher understands
the importance of keep-
ing accurate and detailed
records. Whether cata-
loguing materials or conducting re-
search, he maintained a commitment
to professional excellence that lasted
the duration of his career. After earn-
ing a Bachelor of Science from Indi-
ana State University in 1957, he went
on to teach at Rockville High School
in Indiana, Medinah Elementary
School in Illinois and Beachwood High
School in Ohio. He then began work-
ing in the Chicago Public Library sys-
tem before becoming an assistant ref-
erence and circulation librarian at the
University of Chicago Law School,
where he laid the groundwork for the
next portion of his professional life.
He also obtained a Master of Science
from Indiana State University in So-
cial Science and later an MALS in
library and information science from
Rosary College, now Dominican Uni-
versity.

In 1973, Mr. Badertscher left the
Midwest for Washington, D.C., where
he served as Executive Law Librar-
ian of Georgetown University Law
Center until 1978. He briefly served
as library director for the firm of
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy
LLP before becoming a Principal Law
Librarian of the State of New York
Unified Court System, a position he
held from 1980 until 2012. While
there, he also taught at Baruch Col-
lege and for 10 years was a member of
the Board of Trustees of the New
York Metropolitan Reference and
Research Library Agency, now the
Metropolitan New York Library

Council, where he served as chair-
man of the Board Personnel Commit-
tee. It was during his time working
with the court system that he helped
to introduce computer-assisted legal
research in the trial courts, imple-
mented a new method for handling
transcripts, and developed blogging
research services for the courts. These
contributions, in addition to the expe-
rience he gained alongside a number
of high-caliber professionals at the
University of Chicago, have been the
highlights of Mr. Badertscher’s im-

pressive career.
He is a member of the

American Bar
Association’s Science and
Technology Law and
Criminal Justice sections,
as well as the Special Li-
braries Association, the
American Association of
Law Libraries, the Old
Guard of Summit, where
he has served as historian,
and until his retirement was
a member of the Technol-
ogy Managers Forum. Mr.
Badertscher also is on the
board of trustees of the

New Jersey Festival Orchestra and
was involved in implementing its name
change. He received a Technology
Award from the New York State Uni-
fied Court System Library Associa-
tion in 1998 and a special award from
the New York State Unified Court
System in 2011.

In recognition of outstanding con-
tributions to his profession and the
Marquis Who’s Who community, Mr.
Badertscher has been featured on the
Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime
Achievement website. For more in-
formation about this honor, visit
ltachievers.com.

Since 1899, when A. N. Marquis
printed the First Edition of Who’s Who
in America®, Marquis Who’s Who®
has chronicled the lives of the most
accomplished individuals and innova-
tors from every significant field of en-
deavor, including politics, business,
medicine, law, education, art, religion
and entertainment. Today, Who’s Who
in America® remains an essential bio-
graphical source for thousands of re-
searchers, journalists, librarians and
executive search firms around the world.
Marquis® now publishes many Who’s
Who titles, including Who’s Who in
America®, Who’s Who in the World®,
Who’s Who in American Law®, Who’s
Who in Medicine and Healthcare®,
Who’s Who in Science and Engineer-
ing®, and Who’s Who in Asia®. Mar-
quis® publications may be visited at
the official Marquis Who’s Who®
website at www.marquiswhoswho.com.

The Westfield Board Of Health
Meeting Of April 2, 2018

The board explored additional ar-
eas of focus for this year, including
mental health and addiction issues.
As a result, the Westfield Regional
Health Department will expand its
Tobacco Age of Sale Enforcement
Program, which addresses illegal sales
in town, including e-cigarettes. Other
initiatives will also be developed.

Flu continues to be present in our
area. The public is urged to continue
to take precautions: get vaccinated,
since the strain of flu currently in our
area is well matched by this year’s
vaccine; frequent hand washing,
don’t touch your face or eyes before
washing; and lastly, if you are sick,
please stay home and don’t go to
work or school.

The board reviewed the Health
Department reports for March 2018.
Thirty-four inspections were con-
ducted. Thirty-two of the inspec-
tions resulted in satisfactory ratings;
one walk-in inspection was con-
ducted that did not result in a rating
change; one inspection resulted in
an unsatisfactory rating. The unsat-
isfactory rating was the result of a
sewage leak that was promptly cor-
rected and cleaned up; the restaurant
was reinspected and received a sat-
isfactory rating.

From the Public Health Nursing
Reports for January and February:
Fifteen schools and childcare centers
were audited for compliance with
maintaining proper immunization
records. For schools that were not

100 percent in compliance, the Pub-
lic Health Nurse provided educational
information and will conduct a
reinspection to ensure full compli-
ance. Lead investigations: one child
remains under evaluation for elevated
lead levels. One disease outbreak in-
vestigation was conducted: a single
reported case of influenza at a health
care facility required an investiga-
tion; the facility took steps necessary
to decrease the spread of the illness.

Overlook Hospital is offering glu-
cose and blood pressure screenings
on the following Mondays from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m: April 23 and 30; May7,
14 and 21; June 4, 11, 18 and 25.
These screenings will be held at the
Overlook Downtown Center, located
at 357 Springfield Avenue, Summit,
N.J. Each of these screenings requires
pre-registration and there is no fee.
Call 1-(800)-247-9580 to register.

Information on the Health
Department’s activities, including
Child Health Clinics and Vaccines
for Adults, and other programs and
activities, can be found on the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment website at
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The next meeting of the Westfield
Board of Health will be on Monday,
May 7, at 5:30 p.m., in the Westfield
Municipal Building; the public is in-
vited to attend.

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

PILOT Giveaway Is
Burden to Taxpayers
On April 10, I witnessed my

township’s approval of a long-term
tax exemption to Birchwood Devel-
opers, a private LLC who will be
building 225 apartment units in
Cranford. The tax exemption is also
known as a PILOT, an acronym for
Payment In Lieu Of Taxes.

Birchwood’s Payment In Lieu Of
Taxes is based on only 11 percent of
income generated from their future
active rentals. Is there a minimum
payment in the event that they do not
succeed in filling 225 apartments?
Will Birchwood’s Payment In Lieu
Of Taxes support the burden of send-
ing all of their school-aged occupants
to Cranford schools? The cost of send-
ing one pupil to school for a year is
approximately $20,000.

I am a small business owner and
homeowner who paid $14,694 in
2017, and it is being raised in 2018
because I have chosen to improve my
property. My opinion is that everyone
should pay equally and accordingly
for what they choose to build, espe-
cially when what they choose to build
is guaranteed to increase the amount
of students entering our public
schools.

Alison Mennor
Cranford

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that after public hear-
ing on February 28,2018, the Planning
Board of the Borough of Fanwood has
granted approval to CNJOS Properties
LLC, on behalf of The Estate of Patricia
Lindsey, for lot area variances related to
the subdivision for property at 200 Midway
Avenue, Fanwood, Block 29 and Lot 3.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM,
Monday through Friday and Thursday
Evening 5:00pm-8:00pm) from the Secre-
tary of the Planning Board at the Adminis-
tration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Attorney for the Applicant
James M. Foerst

SPECTOR FOERST & ASSOCIATES
1 T - 4/19/18, The Times Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PAYMENT

Take notice that pursuant to Resolution
2018-177 adopted by the Township Com-
mittee of the Township of Cranford on April
10, 2018, the following payment has been
authorized for Invoice Number 17343A.
Such Invoice and Resolution No. 2018-
177 are available for public inspection at
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Payment to: Excel Environmental Re-
sources, Inc., 111 North Center Drive, North
Brunswick, New Jersey 08902

Service: Supplemental Remedial Inves-
tigation, for Property Located at 215-235
Birchwood Avenue, Block 291, Lot 15.01
and Block 292, Lot 2, Cranford, New Jer-
sey

Fee: $39,072.80
Date: April 10, 2018

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/19/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-03

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 15 (CHECKS, RE-
TURNED) OF THE CODE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD TO AMEND THE
FEE FOR RETURNED
CHECKS

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
April 10, 2018.

Patricia Donahue
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 4/19/18, The Leader Fee: $18.87


