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Highlanders Keep Blue Devils Off Balance, 7-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils’ Roll Gets Rocked, Nip Highlanders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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"You Gotta Have Faith"

120 Cranford Avenue, Cranford • Offered at $925,000
6 Bedrooms - 3 Full & 1 Half Baths

NEW LISTING

48 Laurel Place, Fanwood • Offered at $529,900
4 Bedrooms - 2 Full Baths

851 Carleton Road, Westfield • Offered at $765,000
4 Bedrooms - 2 Full & 2 Half Baths • Open House: Sunday, 4/22  1-4PM

TOO LATE

11 Rutgers Court, Westfield • Offered at $839,000
4 Bedrooms - 3 Full & 1 Half Baths

EXQUISITE VICTORIAN

ENCHANTING STORYBOOK ENGLISH TUDOR

the very end. At that point, the game
could have gone any way,” High-
lander Head Coach Chris Roof said.

The 3-1 Blue Devils have been
putting the bat on the ball recently
with 15 hits in a 12-6 win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and nine hits against
the Highlanders, and a number of the
outs in both games came as a result of
hard-hit shots to the outfield.

The Blue Devils plated three runs
in the bottom of the first. Matt
McIntyre reached first on an error
then stole second base. Matt Man-
ning drilled a sharp liner to right-
center, resulting in a collision be-
tween right fielder Stephen Reid and
centerfielder Jack Pedini, but Reid
made the catch. Jake Lerie (2-for-4)
reached on an error back to the mound
and Chris Wagner ripped an RBI
double to center. Vall-Llobera brought
Lerie home with an RBI sacrifice fly
to left then Caminiti went the other
way with an RBI single past first
base.

“Everybody got it going in the first
inning. I thought it was important to
keep it going. Everybody up and down
the lineup did great today. It was truly
a team effort. Hitting is starting to go
for this team. Eight runs this game
and 12 last game,” Caminiti said.

Stevie Barden walked, stole sec-
ond base and scored on Manning’s
single over first in the second inning
then three more Blue Devils skipped
home in the third to make the score, 7-
0. Vall-Llobera led off with a walk,
Caminiti slashed a double the other
way again and designated hitter Jon
DeDomenico was hit on the foot load-
ing the bases. Mike Knapp was hit on
the thigh, scoring Vall-Llobera,
Barden launched an RBI sac fly to
center and McIntyre slapped an RBI
single to right.

As to his opposite field hits,
Caminiti answered, “The approach
now is I am a little ahead of the ball,
so I thought if I wait back, I can go the
other way with it. It simplifies my
swing. It’s a better way to hit the ball
I think.”

From that point, Ethan Saia came
in relief for the Highlanders and held
the Blue Devils in check throughout
the fourth and fifth innings.

“That was the key. He really battled
in there. He’s a junior, first year on
varsity. He’s really earning his in-
nings. We feel confident to give him
the baseball,” Coach Roof said.

Blue Devil starting pitcher Cory
Hiltz limited the Highlanders to just
one hit, a double by Will Jennings, in

his first four innings then yielded a
run in the fifth. Andrew Compton
hopped a single past third then Reid
bashed an RBI double to center. But
the sixth inning turned out to be a
disaster for the Blue Devils. Jennings
banged a two-run home run over the
right field fence. Andy Serretti walked,
Chris Bruno singled and Compton
walked to load the bases. Reid stepped
to the plate and crushed a three-run
double to the 416 mark in centerfield
then scored on Tyler McCulloch’s
single over second to knot the score.

“He hits the ball anywhere else, it’s
gone. Anywhere else! It was crushed.
It was crushed. Stephen is a special
player. I told the kids if he hits it
anywhere else, any other field we
play at, it’s gone. But when you play
here, it’s 416 feet,” Coach Roof ex-
pressed. “That’s baseball!”

The pressure was on and Saia got
the first two Blue Devils out in the
sixth. Vall-Llobera lashed his double
to left.

“I got up to the plate and I felt I had
a responsibility to my team. I fo-
cused, put the bat on the ball. I have
been feeling hot lately. It was just
another day,” Vall-Llobera said.

When Caminiti plopped his third
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remember last year she hit a home run
off of our amazing pitcher, so I am
like, ‘Oh boy! Got to keep the ball
away from the middle inside plate.’
Because I knew she was going to
crush it,” Belcher said.

Blue Devil Gen Howell was not
fooled and tagged Belfer for a pair of
doubles and a single, which yielded
an RBI and a run scored. Erica
Lawrence whacked an RBI double
and walked, Jordan Sacher reached
base safely twice in her three plate
appearances, Ally Gulla slashed a two-
run double and Natalie Patterson
singled and scored once.

“I think the majority of her pitches
were way outside for us. We haven’t
focused that much on it. In practice, we
do focus on it but it’s not our biggest
concern. I think after this game, we are
definitely going to focus a lot more on
those outside pitches and also obvi-
ously her changeup. The timing change
definitely got on a lot of our girls. We
just got to catch up on that then we will
be set,” Lawrence said.

“I think the strike zone that the
‘Blue’ [umpire] had definitely made it
difficult for us to adjust to because it
wasn’t consistent. In our perspective
they weren’t pitches that we would
want to hit, so we let them go. They
[Highlanders] adjusted and that’s what

kind of killed us in the end but yes,
she is a great pitcher and she hit her
changeup,” Sacher said.

After starting pitcher Bridget
Hyland retired all three Highlanders
in the first inning, the Blue Devils
seized a 3-0 lead in the bottom of the
inning. Howell yanked a double to
leftfield and scored on Lawrence’s
double to deep left. Sacher walked
and Michaela Hobson grounded out
to third then Gulla slashed her two-
run double to right field.

The Highlanders responded with
four runs in the second. Janey
Moribito walked and Jess Schmidt
lined an RBI double to left (2-for-3).
O’Keefe singled and Alyssa Lombardi
sliced an RBI double to right. Katie
Hughes’ groundout scored O’Keefe
then Julian Lopes slashed an RBI
double to right.

Westfield scored its fourth run in
the fourth inning when Patterson and
Emma Pietrewicz both singled and
Howell’s second double brought
home Patterson. The Highlanders
tagged Hyland for another three runs
in the fifth. Belfer singled and scored
on Morabito’s single to right-center,
Schmidt walked and O’Keefe laced a
two-run double to right.

“GL has always been a great hitting
team. They lost some seniors from

last year but I don’t think that stopped
them. Their hitting is still showing up
and they are hitting the ball as hard as
they can. We did the best that we
could do defensively but they hit it in
the gap,” Sacher expressed.

“I know that the strike zone, like
Jordan said, was really wild today. He
was all over the place, umpire, and
they just covered the whole strike
zone with their bats. Bridget defi-
nitely did her job,” Lawrence said.

Hobson, a freshman, stepped to the
mound in the sixth and seventh in-
nings and permitted only a single in
each, while striking out two.

“Hobson has a little bit more speed,
which is good to come in and change
up the batters’ minds a little bit and
get them a little confused. She hits her
spots really well, so I am really happy
with her performance,” Lawrence
said.

“She also plays very well at third.
She made some great plays. She
stepped up,” Sacher added.

One thing quite noticeable was that
Lawrence preferred standing as far
forward in the batting box as possible
but there was a method to her strat-
egy.

“I think that the closer you are to
the pitcher the less the ball has a
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME FOR THE SCORE...GL Highlander Janey Moribito slides home safely in the second inning as Blue Devil
catcher Erica Lawrence awaits the throw from the outfield on April 12 in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING QUICKLY BACK TO FIRST..Blue Devil Stevie Barden dives back to first quickly in the second inning as
Highlander first baseman DJ Gonelli awaits the throw from pitcher Ryan Monroy.


