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Westfield in Bloom
Luxury Open Houses
Sunday, April 22nd • 1-4pm

101 Golf Edge | $2,500,000 6 Cherry Lane | $2,495,000 225 Golf Edge | $1,799,000 1060 Wychwood Road | $1,750,000

12 Breezeknoll Drive | $1,599,000 512 Bradford Avenue | $1,599,000 335 Woodland Avenue | $1,599,000 145 Lincoln Road | $1,350,000

COLDWELL BANKER

VAN DAM 2-HITTER; SHRINER, SZCZECH 2 HITS, 2 RUNS

Cougar Baseballers Mangle
Memorial Tigers in Five, 13-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting came alive for the Cranford
High School baseball team but what
was even more lively was the pitching
performance of junior Jake Van Dam
in the Cougars’ 13-1, four and one-
half inning victory over the Memorial
Tigers of West New York at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on April 14. The
victory marked Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery’s 399th career vic-
tory at the helm.

Van Dam had a no-hit, two-walk
shutout going for the first four in-
nings, while recording five strikeouts,
until Tiger Justin Esposito tagged him
with a solo home run over the right
field fence in the top of the fifth in-
ning. He later allowed a two-out single
to Gabi Abreu before recording the
final out.

“It was a fun time. I tried to go out
there and throw strikes. I tried to get
it done, do it for the team. Everybody
made their plays. It was a well-rounded
game,” Van Dam described.

Throughout the game, however, Van

Dam was fortunate to have Pat
Connolly behind the plate smother-
ing some of his pitches in the dirt.

“He’s been making a lot of blocks.
He was putting up inside, outside for
me and it felt good. We went out there
and worked the count. He was with
me the whole game,” Van Dam com-
mented.

“Jake did a great job. He threw
strikes. He had command of three
pitches and kept them off balance.
That’s a lineup that has guys who can
swing the bat. They are a good ball
club. He had a great day today on the
mound,” Coach McCaffery said.

The Cougars, who finished with 10
hits, wasted no time getting on the
scoreboard with three runs on four
hits in the bottom of the first. Tyler
Szczech (2-for-2, 2 RBI) ripped a
leadoff single to center and stole sec-
ond. Mike Murphy followed with an
RBI single to right and Jamie Shriner
drilled a hard single off the pitcher’s
glove. After Mike Meola’s sacrifice
bunt, Connolly sliced a two-run double
to leftfield.

“Coach alway talks to us about get-
ting the job done, doing the right
thing. The team’s always behind me,
so I know when I start producing, they
are still behind me. It fuels our en-
ergy,” Szczech said.

“Getting those runs in the first in-
ning really helped. I came out there
confident after the three runs. Just
tried to hold them down and we just
kept scoring and we just kept getting
better and better,” Van Dam said.

Two more Cougars skipped accross
home plate in the second. Aidan Plick
slashed a double to leftfield and
Szczech drew a walk. Both runners
advanced on a pitch in the dirt then
Plick was awarded home on a balk
call, while Szczech strutted to third.
Szczech then scored on a wild pitch.

The Cougars upped the score to 9-
0 with four more runs in the third.
With Jake DeClero on third, John
Markase on second and Deandre
Fieldhouse on first, two runs would
be awarded home when Tiger pitcher
Miguel Reyes balked twice. Szczech

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

POWER, GANLEY 3 GOALS; GESSLEIN, ROMAN 2 EACH

N. Pr. Pioneer Laxers Outpace
Cranford Lady Cougars, 14-10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifts in momentum did occur but
the final shift went in favor of the New
Providence Pioneers in a 14-10 vic-
tory over the Cranford High School
girls lacrosse team at Memorial Field
in Cranford on April 13. The game
featured runs of five goals, three goals
and a finale of three goals by the
Pioneers, while the Cougars had a
three-goal run and three sets of two-
goal runs.

Seniors Maggie Roman and Abby
Ganley and sophomores Grace Power
and Alyssa Gesslein accounted for all
of the 2-3 Cougars’ goals. Ellie
Rokicki contributed an assist.

“I think we four really work well
together and we are great at making
room for each other and making a
lane for each other. I know me and
Alyssa always work great together.
We see each other really well. Me,
Maggie, Abby and Alyssa have a
strong bond on the field and off the
field. We are all great friends. We
have a fun time out there, which makes

it even better,” Power said.
Gesslein, who had two assists,

scored the game’s first goal after the
Cougars won the draw control, and
netted the tying goal to make the score
6-6 late in the first half.

“I was behind the goal at ‘X’ [loca-
tion behind the goal] and I got a pass
from one of my teammates and I saw
that there was a lane open. I could tell
that my defender wasn’t that strong,
so I took it around the goal,” said
Gesslein of her first goal.

After Gesslein’s first goal, Pioneer
co-captain Iris Kaloshi (5 goals, 3
assists) won the draw and tied the
score two minutes later then Sofia
Miller (3 goals) netted her first goal
with 17:17 on the clock. Within 17
seconds, Kaloshi won the draw and
scored. Elena DelDuca scored a
minute later then Miller made the
score 5-1 on a wraparound.

Ganley, who also had two assists,
scored three goals and her first was to
snap the Pioneers’ five-goal run. Ro-
man, who scored twice, made the score
5-3 then Power (3 goals, 2 assists)

netted her first goal to narrow the
score to 5-4.

“My first goal was when I wrapped
around and took it on a crease on my
own because someone was chasing
me and I shot it right side wide,”
Power described.

Pioneer Kaitlyn Cumiskey scored
the first of her four goals next then
Ganley, on an assist from Power at
midfield, answered with her second
goal. With 4:34 left in the half,
Gesslein tied the score.

“Someone passed it to me. It was
me and the goalie and I shot it past the
goalie,” Gesslein said.

But Kaloshi and Cumiskey found
the mark to give the Pioneers an 8-6
lead at the half. Miller upped the lead
to 9-6 early in the second half then
Roman snapped the Pioneers’ three-
goal streak a few minutes later. In less
than a minute after winning the draw
control, Power on a slick assist from
Gesslein, made the score 9-8.

“It was one of our plays that Alyssa
was meant to score on. I popped out.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME SAFELY...Cougar Tyler Szczech, No. 35, slides home safely in the second inning against Memorial of West
New York as catcher Ricardo Turro attempts to make a tag at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELUDING SOME PIONEERS...Cougar Grace Power, No. 5, tries to elude a pair of Pioneers on April 13 at Memorial Field
in Cranford. Power scored three goals and added two assists but New Providence won 14-10.
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