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Made possible by grants from  
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation   

 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

The 11th Annual  

Hale Speaker Series 

“Truth in Numbers” 

  Former Westfield resident, 

WHS ‘87, 
Founder/President  

of Bedtime Math 

Laura Bilodeau 
Overdeck 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library      

550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090  

Wednesday, May 2  7:00 pm 

Westfield Memorial Library 

Curing the “math anxiety gap”  

with Bedtime Math, a nationwide nonprofit  

that helps young kids love math. 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org   

or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

Could Have and Should Have

Been Represented in

To tell the buying public what YOU have to offer and 

the advantages of doing their shopping in

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

YOUR
BUSINESS

THIS SPACE!

YOUR STORE
They read the Ads - see what you and your neighbor 

are offering and do their shopping accordingly.

in

ADVERTISE         REGULARLY

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Optimist Club Sponsors
Annual Oratorical Contest

MAYORS AGAINST ILLEGAL GUNS...Mayor Shelley Brindle was among 13
Union County mayors who signed a statement of principles as part of Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, a gun safety coalition committed to removing illegal guns off
the streets. Pictured with her are Westfield High School students and March For
Our Lives organizers David Sherwood, Briana Brown, Katie Clark and Will
Rackear.

YOUNG ARTIST...Lincoln School in Garwood is the home of many talented
artists and recently one of them was selected to be part of the 2018 Union County
Teen Arts Touring Exhibit. Mrs. Planer, right, Lincoln School's art teacher, is
thrilled to announce that eighth grade student Raina Ridente will have her
artwork featured in this touring exhibit. Her mixed-media creation titled “Up, Up,
and Away” caught the eye of many at the Teen Arts Festival that was held at Union
County College in March and it was selected from a pool of 800 visual art
submissions. The Union County Teen Arts Touring Exhibit is a 10 month touring
exhibit where select visual artworks are showcased at libraries, corporations,
galleries, and public buildings, giving the public the opportunity to view the talent
of Union County teen artists.

Foundation Will Honor
Two Garwood Women

Community Service Event
Held by Westfield Schools

GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood has chosen
Barbara Tweedle and Mary Ann
Severage as people who made a dif-
ference in the borough and will honor
them at its 14th annual Appreciation
Dinner, to be held at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, April 26, at the Westwood, 438
North Avenue

Ms. Tweedle, a Garwood resident
since 1994, has been active in DARE
and Garwood Parents Draw the Line –
both drug-control programs – and, af-
ter 20 years of membership, is vice
president of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of
the Garwood Fire Department. She
has also served as a judge for the Lions
Club Halloween parade. She and her
husband, Allan, have two daughters,
Sarah and Caitlin, and two grandsons.

Ms. Severage, who has lived in
Garwood for 75 years, has been a
trustee of the Garwood Public Li-
brary since 1978. She is a parishioner
of the Church of St. Anne and has
been on the board of its Rosary Soci-
ety for 15years. She is a life member
and past president of the Ladies’ Aux-
iliary of the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment. Her late husband, Bill, a former
chief, was active in the department

for 55 years. They have two children,
Bill and Susan, four grandchildren
and two great grandchildren.

The Appreciation Dinner, which
will also honor Denise Cafiero as the
2018 Educator of the Year, will in-
clude a “tricky tray” auction offering
a chance to win a movie-themed bas-
ket and gift certificates to local res-
taurants and other businesses.

Dinner tickets cost $45 in advance
and $50 at the door. They are avail-
able at the Garwood Public Library,
411 Third Ave.; the Lincoln School,
400 Second Avenue, or through the
foundation president, Sara Todisco
(saramtodisco@gmail.com or (908)
377-7890). Tickets will cover a buf-
fet dinner, beer and wine. Mixed
drinks will be available at a cash bar.

About 100 people attended last
year’s dinner, which raised almost
$4,000 for the foundation, a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)3 organiza-
tion founded in 2004 to work with
Garwood schools “in pursuit of edu-
cational excellence.” It provides
scholarships to eighth-grade and high
school students and grants to Garwood
teachers in support of enrichment
projects.

Scholarship Awards
Event Planned

AREA – The Union County Club
of The National Association of Negro
Business and Professional Women’s
Clubs, Inc. will present their 2018
scholarships on Saturday, April 21, at
The Westwood in Garwood at 12
p.m.  The presentation will take place
during the club’s 46th Annual
Founders’ Day Luncheon.

Simir Cooper, of Westfield, who
attends St. Peter’s Prep.  will receive
the club’s STEM scholarship, and
Angel K. Branch, of Plainfield, will
receive The Muriel Ingram Book
Scholarship award.  Additional schol-
arship recipients are Aaryn S. Ross of
Fanwood, Imani Bryan of Sayreville,
Erica Lassiter of Newark, and
Devonne Vickers of West Orange.

The club will also present awards
to community individuals for their
community involvement. For ticket
information, contact (908) 754-3895.

WESTFIELD – The Optimist
Club of Westfield is encouraging
Westfield seventh grade students
enrolled in Public Speaking to
“speak their mind” as part of the
2018 Westfield Optimist Oratorical
Contest. The four topics this year
are “Who Inspires My Optimism?”,
Has Technology Changed People
for the Better or Worse?”, “Why
My Voice Is Important” and “Are
Professional Athletes Role Mod-
els?”.

Faculty and administration will
judge the initial rounds of speeches
based on content and presentation
and select five finalists from each
intermediate school. The finals will
be held in the Westfield High School
Student Center at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, May 8. Each of the finalists
will receive recognition of their ac-
complishment and the top three win-
ners will be presented with a medal
and a cash award at the Optimist
Club dinner meeting in May at Echo
Lake Country Club.

This is the 15th year the Optimist
Club has sponsored the Oratorical
Contest. The club has been active
since 1989 with community pro-
grams and service projects includ-
ing holiday food baskets, sponsor-
ship and mentoring of the Junior
Optimists at Westfield High School,
the annual Halloween Parade in
town and annual Project Gradua-
tion BASH. The club also recog-
nizes special achievements in the

community with the annual Youth
Volunteer Award and the Intermedi-
ate School Teachers of the Year
Awards.

Questions about the Oratorical
Contest should be directed to Irv
Brand at (908) 654-3197. To re-
quest additional information about
the Optimist Club, contact mem-
bership chairperson Mike Walsh at
(908) 654-3144.

FW Library to Present
Talk on Screen Time
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Library

will host Anya Kamenetz and The Art
of Screen Time: How Your Family Can
Balance Digital Media and Real Life
on Wednesday, April 25 at 7 p.m.

Ms. Kamenetz delivers a deeply-
researched, honest, and refreshing view
on managing the role of technology in
kids’ lives. She offers a way that will
help parents survive the ubiquity of
technology, curb their panic, and create
room for a happy, healthy family life.

Call or stop by the library for reserva-
tions.

WESTFIELD – Hundreds of stu-
dents and their families from Westfield
Public Schools participated in a recent
districtwide community service effort
in support of homeless shelters, fight-
ing hunger campaigns, senior citizens,
rescue animal organizations, and oth-
ers in need of charitable help.

“The whole point of Community
Service Day was to provide hands-on
activities that kids could do that pro-
vided some benefit to our community.
While donation drives at each school
are very important, we
started this event three
years ago [at Franklin
School] because we
could not find activities
that our kids could do
beyond buying some-
thing and dropping it
into a collection bin,”
says Josephine
Ferrigno-Stack who co-
chaired the March 27
event with fellow
Franklin parent Alyson
Twilley. “Our motto is
little hands can make a
big difference, so we
wanted the kids to get
their hands dirty and
really feel like they were
doing something productive and
impactful.  The act of physically per-
forming a task really hammers home
who the kids are helping.  It prompts the
discussion of who they are helping and
why.”

At the elementary schools, the events
were run by parent volunteers and took
place outside of school hours. Each
school followed the same basic format
of different stations with projects that
ranged in ability from first to fifth grade.

“Our hope was to spread awareness
about local organizations who could
use help and to show our children ways
they can help, even though they are
young,” says Kristen Sonnek-Schmelz,
vice president of education for the
Washington School Parent-Teacher
Organization (PTO) and chair of the
school’s Community Service Night.

At Lincoln School and the interme-
diate and high schools, where sched-
ules for the oldest and youngest stu-
dents can be harder to coordinate, Ms.
Ferrigno-Stack says they took “a slightly
different approach” with more student-
driven projects taking place during a

portion of lunch periods.
For example, at Roosevelt Interme-

diate School as part of an independent
study project, eighth graders Margaret
Ferris, Sarah Kennedy and Megan
Sandstedt utilized the school’s Com-
munity Day to organize and direct the
assembly of more than 600 snack packs
that were discreetly distributed to chil-
dren who receive food assistance
through school programs but may not
have enough to eat throughout the week-
end.

“We knew that cer-
tain kids got food while
at school but did not
have enough to eat on
weekends,” says
Kennedy.  The three did
research, bounced ideas
off of parents and
Roosevelt principal
Mary Asfendis, and or-
ganized bake sales to
help raise the money to
buy the food items
needed to assemble the
snack packs.   The
Roosevelt PTO also
donated money and
food to the project.

“It’s a true learning
experience,” says Ms.

Ferrigno-Stack about the districtwide
community service effort.  “One boy at
Roosevelt asked me ‘are they selling
these snack packs?’  I explained to him
the purpose of the packs, that there
were kids in New Jersey who needed
the pack just to have food on the week-
end.  And he was a little shocked.  It had
never occurred to him that kids wouldn’t
have food at their houses.”

Ferrigno-Stack, who has three chil-
dren in the Westfield Public School
District  (elementary, intermediate and
high school), estimates that more than
550 elementary students took part in
Community Service Day/Night, with
an additional 500+ joining in across the
intermediate and high schools and at
Lincoln School.

“Community Service Day truly em-
braced the school district’s mission of
partnering with families and community
to educate our students to reach their
highest potential as productive, well-
balanced and responsible citizens,” says
Superintendent Margaret Dolan. “I con-
gratulate and thank all who organized
and participated in this amazing event.”

Reeve Foundation Partners
With Annual Greta’s Run

WESTFIELD – Greta’s Run is an
annual 5K walk, run, and roll held in
memory of Greta Schoenemann, a
Westfield High School student who died
in September 2002 after a large tree
branch fell on her during lunch. Greta’s
childhood friends, Jayne Ruotolo and
Ben Nanna, founded Greta’s Run in
2013 to continue the charity work Greta
was doing for people with special needs.

In honor of Schoenemann’s sister
Elise, who has cerebral palsy, all pro-
ceeds from Greta’s Run benefit people
with special and adaptive needs through

the Challenged Athletes Foundation and
the Christopher & Dana Reeve Founda-
tion.

Greta’s Run 5K will be held on Sun-
day, April 22 at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, 301 Clark Street in Westfield.
The 5K is a fundraiser for participants of
all ages and abilities to help raise money
for people with special and adaptive
needs. Bib/shirt pick-up and on-site reg-
istration is from 9 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., the
5K begins at 11 a.m.

To register or for more information
visit GretasRun.com.

Children’s Workshops
Offered at Trailside Center

Itzkowitz of Scotch Plains
Studied Abroad in Fall 2017

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and Rec-
reation announces an exciting season
of spring programs offered at Trailside
nature and Science Center.

Parents with children up to age three
are invited to join the Toddler Time
series of workshops that meet weekly
on Thursdays, Fridays and now Satur-
days from 10 to11 a.m. These classes
incorporate sensory hikes, stories, crafts
and activities to acquaint adults and
children with the natural world. This
spring out Toddler Time families will
investigate the water cycle while travel-
ing through hands-on water stations,
celebrate Earth Day by marking a craft
with recycled materials, visit Australia
on an imaginary journey and more.

For children, ages three or four, with
an adult, Trailside offers Two of Us, an
interactive program that encourages
nature discovery through hikes and other
indoor/outdoor activities with a parent.
This program is offered on Tuesdays
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. or Wednesdays
from 10 to 11:00 a.m. Participants can
learn about the secret life of bees, inves-
tigate the life of a caterpillar and use
their imagination to dive into the ocean.

Small Fry Days, a drop-off program
for children ages four to six, is offered
on Tuesdays, from 10 to 11 a.m. This
workshop series is designed to foster an
awareness and appreciation of the natu-
ral world through hikes, explorations
and nature related activities. Partici-
pants in this interesting and educational
workshop series will learn how and
why birds build nests, find out ways to
keep our Earth clean and green.

Children in the first and second grades
can take part in Afterschool Explora-
tions, a drop-off program designed to
acquaint children with nature explora-

tions, hikes and outdoor activities. Chil-
dren enrolled in this workshop series
meet on Thursdays at 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.
Learn how to use binoculars to identify
some migratory and backyard birds,
investigate the diversity of life found in
a stream and find out how and why
animals communicate.

Trailside’s spring workshops begin
in April and continue through mid-
June. Registrants can sign up for the
series or choose only topics of interest.
Pre-registration is required and the fee
is $10 per class for Union County resi-
dents and $12 per class for out-of-
county residents. Walk-ins can be ac-
commodated if space permits.

For additional information about
spring workshops, family programs,
teacher training, special events and
Trailside Talks for adults and high school
students, please call (908) 789-3670 or
visit www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

ALLENTOWN, Penn. – Matthew
Itzkowitz, a Business Administration
major from Scotch Plains, was one of
79 Muhlenberg College students who
studied abroad during the Fall 2017
semester.

Muhlenberg encourages students of
all disciplines to attend one of 100
study abroad programs offered during
their undergraduate experience. With

programs in Europe, Asia, Oceania,
Latin America and Africa, students earn
academic credit while engaging in glo-
bal development.

Although any student is offered the
opportunity to study at any Muhlenberg
affliate, a program offered in Maastricht,
The Netherlands caters specifically to
accounting, business administration,
economics and finance majors.

Josephine Ferrigno-Stack


