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Historic Preservation Comm.
Seeks Devlin Award Nominees

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
is seeking nominees for the Harry
Devlin Commendation Awards pro-
gram honoring outstanding efforts
in the restoration, expansion, al-
teration and maintenance of older
properties. Any recent project vis-
ible to the public that exhibits es-
tablished historic preservation
standards is eligible. Residential,
commercial, professional and in-
stitutional buildings may be con-
sidered for the program. Catego-
ries for nomination include:

Addition or alteration sensitive
to original architecture.

Restoration or repair of original
or existing improvement.

Period-appropriate painting or
residing.

Adaptive reuse of a property in a
manner sensitive to the original
architecture and/or neighborhood.

Persons, actions or events that
promote preservation also may be
considered.

The deadline for submitting en-
tries is Monday, April 30, 2018.
Homeowners, neighbors, architects
and builders may submit nomina-

tions. Criteria and a nomination
form can be found on the town
website at  westfieldnj .gov/
historicpreservation.

To enter, send a completed nomi-
nation form with a photo to
hpc@westfieldnj.gov or deliver it to
Historic Preservation Commission,
c/o Town Administrator’s Office, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.,
by the end of the day on April 30.
Certificates of Commendation will
be presented to the owners of the
selected properties at an awards pre-
sentation on Thursday, June 14, in
the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Created to encourage the use of
established historic preservation
standards when enhancing or ex-
panding local properties, the Devlin
Commendation program is named
for Harry Devlin, a prominent lo-
cal artist and architectural histo-
rian. This is the 19th year the
awards have been given by the His-
toric Preservation Commission. For
additional information on the
awards program or seeking historic
designation of a property, contact
hpc@westfieldnj.gov.

First Presb. Church Hosts
Over 60 Homeless Guests

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford (FPCC),
located at 11 Springfield Avenue, in
partnership with The Elizabeth Coa-
lition to House the Homeless and
other host churches in the Union
County area, helped more than 60
guests find a haven from the cold
from December 2017 to March 2018
through the emergency winter shel-
tering program Operation Warm
Heart. Operation Warm Heart – FPCC
Chapter is one of the ecumenical mis-
sions that the FPCC runs in order to
help alleviate homelessness in the
Union County area.

“I tell everyone every year that
we’ve hosted since 2014 that really,
it’s the volunteers who are doing all
the work and making a difference,
reaching out, and quite literally sav-
ing lives by keeping people off the
streets during the harshest times – the
winter months,” stated Catherine
Felegi, Operation Warm Heart –
FPCC Chapter coordinator.

Guests suffering from homelessness

arrive at the church to find a host of
different services available for them,
including dinner, haircuts, laundry fa-
cilities, showers, sewing repairs, a pop-
up shop to accept donated clothing,
and a listening ear. The goal of the
FPCC Chapter is to make everyone
feel welcomed and help them forget
about the streets for a night.

Volunteers make efforts to cel-
ebrate holidays with gifts and deco-
rations, bring in birthday cakes, and
have even provided musical enter-
tainment through professional sing-
ing and piano playing on multiple
occasions.

Although homelessness went down
by 4.6 percent since 2015, as of the
2017 New Jersey Point-In-Time Count,
there is still work to be done to com-
pletely eliminate homelessness for the
8,532 individuals still on the streets in
New Jersey.

For more information, including how
to participate in the 2018-2019 host-
ing, contact Ms. Felegi at (908) 578-
8500 or Catherine.Felegi@gmail.com.

Imagine Seminar to Address
Fostering Kids’ Resiliency

MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss will of-
fer a training seminar this evening,
Thursday, April 19, entitled “Foster-
ing Resilience in Children Coping
with Loss.” It is for anyone who wants
to learn how to support a grieving
child or youth. While loss due to
death will be the primary focus of this
seminar, the concepts that will be
presented are applicable to all types
of loss. This program is especially
geared for parents and grandparents,
teachers, members of community or-
ganizations, coaches, therapists, coun-
selors and social workers.

Those who attend this training will
learn definitions of loss, grief and
mourning; how children and adults
grieve differently; how grief affects
behavior and ways to support griev-
ing children and youth.

“Research shows that the most im-
portant factor in supporting a griev-
ing child is the active presence of at
least one caring, healthy, functional
adult in their life who knows how to
listen and be there for the child,” said

Mary Robinson, Imagine executive
director and founder. “This program
will teach you how to be that presence
in the life of a grieving child or youth.”

This program will be held from
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Imagine’s location,
244 Sheffield Street, Mountainside.
Those needing directions are asked
to contact Imagine. Parking is avail-
able behind the building at the end of
the driveway. A $20 donation is ap-
preciated. A pizza dinner will be pro-
vided at 6:15 p.m. and the program
will begin at 6:30 p.m. To RSVP,
contact Connie Palmer at
connie@imaginenj.org or call Imag-
ine at (908) 264-3100.

Imagine is a free grief support cen-
ter serving all of Union County and
beyond. For more information, visit
Imagine’s website at imaginenj.org.
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NAMI Meeting to Address
‘Psyche ER Experience’

SCOTCH PLAINS — NAMI
Union County, an affiliate of the
National Alliance on Mental Illness,
will present a program on Tuesday,
April 24, on how best to navigate
the Emergency Room when need-
ing mental health services.

Kelly Baker, director of Psychiat-
ric Emergency Services (PES) at
Trinitas Medical Center, will be the
guest speaker. Open to the public, the
meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at the
RWJ Rahway Fitness and Wellness
Center, located at 2120 Lamberts Mill
Road, Scotch Plains. Ms. Baker will
explain what to expect in the ER, the
screening process/law and the role
that caregivers can play.

Ms. Baker has degrees in both
psychology and anthropology and
has been in the mental health field
for more than 20 years. During that
time, she has gained extensive ex-
perience with children, adolescents,
seriously and persistent mentally ill
adults and senior citizens. Her ex-
perience includes working both in a
hospital setting and out in the com-
munity. In addition, Ms. Baker

works as an adjunct psychology
professor for local colleges.

As the director of Psychiatric
Emergency Services, Ms. Baker
oversees the PES unit that operates
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
and serves children, adolescents and
adults in need of crisis stabiliza-
tion. PES also conducts mobile out-
reach programs for adults through-
out Union County.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Rep. Watson Coleman
Staff Due at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — Staff from

the office of Rep. Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th) will be at the
Scotch Plains Public Library on
Wednesday, April 25, from 4 to 7
p.m., to answer questions and hear
concerns from the public. No regis-
tration is needed. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue, in the center of the township.

Sheep to Shawl Festival Set
Sunday at Miller-Cory

BAA...Westfield’s Miller-Cory House Museum will present its annual Sheep
to Shawl Festival this Sunday, April 22, from 1 to 4 p.m. This family event also
will feature other colonial-era tasks, plus herb and bake sales, children’s
games and crafts and refreshments. Pictured, sheep wait for their haircuts at
last year’s festival.

WESTFIELD — Springtime on
an early American farm was the real
beginning of the new year, the time
when the cycle of seasons began. It
brought numerous outdoor chores
after the long winter – preparing the
fields, building fences, early
planting...and sheep shearing.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will celebrate spring this Sunday,
April 22, with its annual Sheep to
Shawl Festival, taking place from 1
to 4 p.m. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Master shearer Jeremy Mills will
demonstrate the process of sheep shear-
ing using hand shears as was done in
early America. The process of turning
wool into cloth will continue with dem-
onstrations of spinning and weaving.
Visitors also may watch the perfor-
mance of 18th-century farm tasks such
as butter churning, wash day, and mak-
ing the drink known as switchel.

Children can enjoy various games
and crafts during the festival, and
an herb sale and a bake sale will be

conducted as well. Free refresh-
ments will be served. The museum
gratefully acknowledges Kafka
Farms of Watchung, which will pro-
vide the sheep for the festival.

Admission is $4 for ages 13 and
older; $3 for ages 3 to 12 and free for
age 2 and younger. No reservations are
necessary. The event will be held rain
or shine. For more information, call
the museum at (908) 232-1776 or e-
mail millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

St. Helen’s Plans
Program on Faith

WESTFIELD — The Parish Com-
munity of Saint Helen will present a
program entitled “Witness Made
Simple: Seven Awesome Habits for
Sharing your Faith” on Friday, April
27, at 7:30 p.m.

Sister Terry Rickard, O.P., a
Blauvelt, N.Y. Dominican Sister and
president and executive director of
Renew International, will be the guest
speaker. A nationally-known retreat
leader and speaker, Sister Terry will
explore seven habits that can help
individuals give humble witness to
their faith and pass on its richness to
their children, grandchildren and any-
one who is seeking God.

The Parish Community of Saint
Helen, celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year, is located at 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FABULOUS FIFTY...Nancy Otchy, at podium, and Josephine Walsh, right,
accept a resolution honoring the 50th anniversary of Mobile Meals of Westfield
during Monday evening’s meeting of the Fanwood governing body. Pictured at
left is Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Chamber to Hold
Networking Event

CRANFORD — The Cranford Area
Chamber of Commerce has announced
that its seventh networking event for
2018 will take place on Wednesday,
April 25, at noon. It will be held at the
Garlic Rose, located at 28 North Av-
enue West, Cranford. Chief Ryan
Greco of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment will be the guest speaker.

The cost is $15 for members and
$20 for non-members. Interested per-
sons are asked to RSVP to
cranfordchamber@comcast.net or by
calling (908) 272-6114.

St. James to Offer
Anointing of Sick

SPRINGFIELD — St. James the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 45 South Springfield Av-
enue, Springfield, invites all who are
elderly, ill and/or facing impending
surgery or hospitalization to receive
the Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick at a special mass this Saturday,
April 21, at 11 a.m.

For more information, contact the
church at (973) 376-3044.


