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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You, WFD
I would like to express my sincer-

est gratitude for the members of the
Westfield Fire Department. On Sat-
urday morning, smoke was detected
somewhere between my building and
my neighbor’s. If not for the dedica-
tion, professionalism and skill of this
department, what turned out to be a
minor fire might have been a disaster.
On a personal note, throughout all
[this] members were kind, informa-
tive and truly concerned that we could
open again for business as soon as
was safe.

I would also like to thank the own-
ership and staff of Sweetwaters
Steakhouse who took in a large party
we could not accommodate as a result
and the gracious host Janki Dave for
her understanding.

Thank you all.
Timothy Boyle
16 Prospect St.

Westfield

More Hope Than Any
Amount Of Legislation

I don’t own a gun and I don’t want
to. It makes sense to me that certain
guns can be made illegal without jeop-
ardizing the right to bear arms. I com-
mend Mayor Brindle for proactively
addressing the concerns about illegal
guns, as outlined in her Letter to the
Editor on April 12. That said, as a
parent of two who attend Westfield
schools, the March 22, 2018 Leader
article entitled “Westfield to Add
Police Protection At Elementary, In-
ter. Schools” gives me more hope
than any amount of legislation will.

Sign me up for any initiative that
will focus on how best to provide the
funding, resources and technology to
enhance the protection at our schools
as much as possible.

Tony Borg
Westfield

Why Garwood Elected DEMs
Support Todisco For Mayor

Much Is Being Said These Days
About Gun Violence

In fact, most recently there was a
Mayors Against Illegal Guns meeting
where 13 Union County Mayors
signed a statement committing to the
removal of illegal guns from our
streets. One of this groups main tenets
was to be “duty-bound to do every-
thing in our power to protect our
residents’ from illegal guns.”

I have been on the Town Council
for 10+ years now and I’m glad to say
that previous Westfield Town Coun-
cils, under the leadership of former
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, were way out
in front of this going back to February
2013 with a resolution endorsing the
NJ SAFE Task force that called upon
state and federal legislation to pre-
vent acts of gun violence. And more
recently than that, Mayor Skibitsky
declared by resolution June 2, 2016
Gun Violence Awareness Day in
Westfield. On top of this, Mayor

Skibitsky stood with “Do Not Stand
Idly By,” an organization formed to
pressure gun manufacturers to install
common sense safety and personal
recognition devices on their prod-
ucts.

Getting back to the 13 Union
County Mayors and the Coalition
Against Illegal Guns, and their claim
to be “duty-bound to do everything in
our power to protect our residents’
from illegal guns.” They are making
the common sense point that illegal is
illegal and action must be taken to
stop illegal activities.

My question to them is do they
have that same stance as it relates to
illegal aliens storming our borders? I
doubt it, but it would certainly be
interesting to hear how they can jus-
tify one, but not the other.

Frank Arena
Westfield Town Councilman, Ward 1

The Democratic mayoral primary
is about giving the people of Garwood
a choice. The choice could not be
clearer. As current council members
for the last 16 months, we have had an
inside perspective on what goes on
behind the scenes to govern our great
town. Simply put, our support for
Councilwoman Todisco for Mayor is
based on the following observations.

1. We need a mayor who builds
relationships with businesses, resi-
dents, and other elected officials and
utilizes those connections to benefit
our town. Councilwoman Todisco’s
selfless volunteering as Lions Club
and EFG President inspired her to
create a volunteer rewards program
to thank our volunteers and promote
shopping local. Her altruism has in-
fluenced us and others in Garwood to
get involved.

2. We need a mayor who is not
afraid to stand up for our town,
whether it be to the [Union] County, a
redeveloper, or another town. Coun-
cilwoman Todisco was a lead nego-
tiator in bringing about more parking
and reducing the number of units in
the Russo Development. She also has
no qualms demanding for more county

tax dollars to be brought back to
Garwood.

3. We need a mayor who knows
how to run a meeting with discipline
and be able to gain the respect of his/
her constituents through his/her com-
mand and knowledge of all issues
impacting Garwood. When we need
answers, we turn to Councilwoman
Todisco and so do our residents.

Sara Todisco’s heart and soul is
Garwood, and her endless devotion
to the town she was born and raised in
inspires us every day we work with
her. She is not afraid to challenge the
status quo, but seizes opportunities to
compromise. A leader is someone
who articulates a bold vision by actu-
ally having real accomplishments to
stand on, not just some gimmicky
phrase about moving forward. Mov-
ing forward is what the current Union
County Party machine wants you to
do because they are threatened by a
strong, independent woman who will
fight tirelessly to make Garwood the
envy of our county.

Garwood Council President
Jen Blumenstock (D)

Garwood Councilman
Marc Lazarow (D)

The 52nd Annual Scotch Plains-FW
Scholarship Foundation Success

We would like to express our ap-
preciation to the local students who
participated in our drive and to the
generous citizens of Fanwood and
Scotch Plains who made their efforts
a successful venture.

We are pleased to report that 100
percent of the money that we raise is
utilized to fund post high school
education scholarships for qualified
students residing in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Last year, our broad-
based screening committee reviewed
150 applications and we were able to
assist 92 deserving students with a
total of $144,500.

During our 52 years of service to
our communities, we have aided
2,997 students with $3,071,502 in
scholarship awards.

Our sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion go out to all of our neighbors
who so willingly continue to show
the young people of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood that they value them
and their effort to continue their edu-
cation.

If you were not at home or if you
did not receive a request through the
mail but would like to support our
efforts, please send your contribu-
tion in care of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
PO Box 123, Fanwood, New Jersey
07023 or navigate to
www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org
and click the “Donate” button.

Mary Ball Cappio
President

SPF Scholarship Foundation

Westfield Green Team
Launches Survey

The Westfield Green Team
launched a survey this week to better
understand residents’ attitudes toward
sustainability and green initiatives.
The survey can be accessed at https:/
/www.surveymonkey.com/r/JZ2D2J2

“This is a great way for the Green
Team to gain insight into what is
important to Westfield’s residents in
regards to sustainability and the envi-
ronment,” said Amarish Mehta, a
member of the Green Team who
helped co-lead the survey initiative.
Specific topics covered in the survey
include recycling, solar energy, and
garbage collection. “By hearing from
Westfield residents, we can make sure
we pursue sustainability policies that
they want,” said Damani Parran, also
a member of the Green Team and
survey co-leader.

The survey is 19 questions and
should take less than five minutes.
The last day to take the survey is
Monday, May 7.

Councilman David Contract
Westfield Ward 3

Westfield United Fund Is Still
Short of Their Fundraising Goal

An opportunity to help our neigh-
bors is slipping by. There is a large
thermometer on the north side of the
Westfield train station that is taking
the temperature of our town’s response
to the Westfield United Fund’s 2017-
2018 campaign. The campaign will
soon be ending, and we are still short
of our goal.

To those who don’t know what the
Westfield United Fund is, the 80-
year-old organization is a locally-fo-
cused, grassroots effort by your neigh-
bors seeking to build our community
by helping others in need. The Fund
fulfills this mission by supporting non-
profit member agencies that have
proven to be effective in addressing
community needs.

I have been a volunteer member of
the Westfield United Fund Distribu-
tion Committee for the past five years,
and this has given me a unique per-
spective on the needs in our commu-
nity and how the Fund is helping to
make a difference. Each year we visit
the agencies the Fund supports to
understand the needs being addressed

and to ensure that our charitable funds
are giving bang for the buck.

The twenty agencies provide a
broad spectrum of essential services.
Westfield United Fund dollars pro-
vide scholarship money for child care
for working parents who could not
otherwise afford it. We provide fund-
ing for meals delivered to homes of
those who cannot go out due to illness
or infirmity. We support those trying
to learn English, those who struggle
with mental illness, and those with
developmental disabilities. Our funds
also support senior citizen program-
ming, after school tutoring, a suicide
prevention hotline, affordable legal
services for the poor, and court ap-
pointed special advocates who in-
form Family Court judges about the
individual needs of foster children.

Sitting through presentations by
these agencies, we learn how each
fulfills a unique and critical need in
our community. It is extremely diffi-
cult and humbling to decide how to
distribute the funds we raise when the
services needed are all so vital.

These agencies need us to help
them, and we need you to help us.
Won’t you consider making a dona-
tion today? Please go to our website
www.westfieldunitedfund.org to learn
more about what we do and make a
donation.

Denise Fontana Ricci
Westfield United Fund Trustee

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zeekoe – The hippopotamus
2. Krang – The body of a whale stripped

of its blubber
3. Philauty – A selfish regard for one-

self
4. Stoit – To stagger or stumble

PLAGUY
1. Troublesome; annoying
2. Like or consisting of flesh
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Discolored or blackened

IMPENNATE
1. Motionless; inert
2. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
3. Without feathers or wings
4. Twining about; twisting

HEGEMONIC
1. Ruling; predominant
2. Marshy; covered with water
3. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious
4. Living the life of a hermit

HEBETATION
1. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
4. The act of making dull or stupid

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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Why Are Lucrative Gov. Posts
Not Advertised to General Public?

Our Communities Welcome Back
Spring With Potpourri of Events

Why is it that six-figure government jobs are never
advertised to the general public? Are officials afraid
that qualified individuals will apply? Or are these
positions discussed behind the scenes and promised
as payoffs?

Earlier this year it was announced that Union
County Manager Al Faella was retiring. Before the
blink of an eye to see what type of candidates might
apply for this key position, the county announced
the hiring of State Senator Nick Scutari’s (D-22nd,
Linden) Chief of Staff Ed Oatman as the new
county manager. Mr. Scutari also was recently
elected chairman of the Union County Democratic
Committee.

At the state level, former Assembly Speaker Vincent
Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus), who was replaced as
speaker by Assemblyman Craig Coughlin (D-19th,
Woodbridge), was “rewarded” the new position of
president and chief executive officer of the New
Jersey Sports & Exposition Authority, the agency
that oversees the Meadowlands. His new position
pays $280,000, which is $55,000 more than his
predecessor was paid.

And now the same thing is happening again as
Joseph Cryan on Friday left the Union County Sheriff’s
Office after 15 years, where he was undersheriff and
later elected sheriff, to become executive director of
the Middlesex County Utilities Authority (MCUA), a

position that pays $190,000 plus benefits. After being
sworn in as Senator, Mr. Cryan was appointed under-
sheriff and served through last Friday.

Mr. Cryan served as a state assemblyman from
2002 until the end of 2014 when he was elected
sheriff following the passing of long-time Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. Mr. Cryan, a Democrat, opted not
to seek a second term in order to run for State Senate
in the 22nd legislative district, replacing retiring
veteran Senator Ray Lesniak (D). He was subse-
quently elected senator this past November. At the
the MCUA, Mr. Cryan replaces the retiring Richard
Fitamant, whose last salary was $212,874.

Mr. Cryan was Assembly majority leader from
2010 to 2012 and served as chairman of the New
Jersey Democratic State Committee from 2006 to
2010, according to published reports.

Similarly, Dan Sullivan resigned as a Union County
Freeholder in 2013 to become executive director of
the Union County Utilities Authority, a position that,
according to the Data Universe website, pays $100,732.

Why are these positions not advertised to the
general public? Were other individuals even consid-
ered? We hope that more effort is made to find the
best qualified people for these key vacant govern-
ment positions in the future instead of private con-
versations/backroom deals that currently occur. The
taxpaying public deserves nothing less.

Mother Nature certainly has been a bit of a tease
lately, sprinkling temps in the 70s and 80s amongst
some chillier ones, but most likely we can now rest
assured the turbulent winter that seemed to last an
eternity is finally behind us.

A perennial season of renewal, spring beckons us
to venture outdoors again after months in hiberna-
tion, offering us a fresh chance each year to redis-
cover our communities and all they have to offer.

Familiar rites of spring already have begun,
among them last Saturday’s opening day festivities
for both the Westfield Baseball League and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association,
coupled with the third annual Rockin’ For Autism
festival in Fanwood.

And we’re just getting started...various events
are scheduled this Saturday, April 21, in conjunc-
tion with Earth Day. The Friends of Mindowaskin
Park will lead cleanup and planting efforts at the
Westfield park ahead of its centennial celebration
beginning in June, while annual spring cleanup
events also will take place at Tamaques and
Brightwood Parks. On Sunday, April 22, the
Westfield Earth Day celebration will be held at
the North Avenue train station parking lot. In
Fanwood, residents will fan out across the bor-
ough Saturday for a Clean Communities Day
spruce up. The Scotch Plains Earth Day program
Saturday will feature assorted environmental-
themed activities on the Alan Augustine Village

Green.
If spring finds you musing about life in simpler

times, you may want to check out the Miller-Cory
House Museum’s annual Sheep to Shawl Festival, to
be held this Sunday, rain or shine. Besides the
keynote sheep shearing, this event includes demon-
strations of other colonial household routines, plus
children’s activities, herb and bake sales.

Additional outdoor family fun will be available on
Sunday, April 29, during Touch a Truck events at the
JCC in Scotch Plains and in the Lower Loop Parking
Lot of the Watchung Reservation in Mountainside.
Area residents also are invited to enjoy Wild Earth
Fest at Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside that same day.

Additionally, spring marks the return of local
street fairs, attracting crowds with enticing blends
of vendor wares, diverse cuisine, family entertain-
ment and information. Beyond these hallmarks are
opportunities for residents to get reacquainted and
newcomers to get a taste of our towns. The Cranford
Street Fair and Craft Show will lead off these
festivals on April 29, followed by Westfield’s Spring
Fling on May 6 and Garwood Rocks on June 3.

Of course these are just a small sampling of the
many educational, cultural and recreational activi-
ties coming our way. We urge everyone to shake off
the winter doldrums and take advantage of these
many opportunities to celebrate spring and our
communities anew.


