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Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Foreign Accent Syndrome
SCOTCH PLAINS — Most people

realize how serious a brain injury can
be. After all, people can have all sorts of
detrimental side effects such as blurred
vision, headaches, loss of memory, and
seizures. However, did you know it
could also change your accent?

Foreign Accent Syndrome (FAS)
was first documented in 1907 by
French neurologist Pierre Marie, and
is one of those rare medical mysteries
that doctors are still trying to under-
stand. According to the Center for
Communication Disorders at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas, “FAS is
most often caused by damage to the
brain caused by a stroke or traumatic
brain injury. Speech remains highly
intelligible and does not necessarily
sound disordered. FAS has been docu-
mented in cases around the world,
including accent changes from Japa-
nese to Korean, British English to
French, American English to British
English, and Spanish to Hungarian.”

According to Dr. Akshay Ganju, a
resident in emergency medicine at
Emory University in Atlanta, there
are only about 100 documented cases
around the world. Some doctors refuse
to believe it is a real malady, and
though it can also be caused by psy-
chological disorders, it’s not some-
thing that can be controlled. People
who suffer from FAS are often ridi-
culed by family and friends who think
they’re just faking it.

One of the most famous cases was
that of a Norwegian woman who was
hit by shrapnel in World War II; she
developed a German accent and was
ostracized as a result. Other people

have woken up from anesthesia and
found themselves speaking with a
different accent.

Although this change of speech
may last for only a short time for
some, other patients have it for years
and some forever. There are various
treatments for this disorder, but they
are not always successful.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, we answer emergency
calls not only in Scotch Plains but in
surrounding towns as well when
needed. Besides answering calls, you
will see our ambulances at many spe-
cial events held in town, such as Scotch
Plains Day, the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, high school football games, and
the summer concerts on the Village
Green. We are also available to pro-
vide demonstrations for Boys and
Girls Scout troops, clubs, and any
other group that may be interested in
what we do. In addition, we lend out
wheelchairs, crutches, canes and other
assorted medical equipment free of
charge. Our Auxiliary Group holds
fund raisers and provides other much
needed support for our members.
Please reach out to us if there is some-
thing we can do for you, or if you
would like to become a part of our
organization. (908) 322-2103 for non-
emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

* * * * *

Contributing Author Susan
Baldani: A life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Cryan Is New Exec. Dir. for
Middlesex County Util. Authority

State Sen. Joseph P. Cryan (D-20th,
Union) has been appointed executive
director of the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority (MCUA). He has
been employed 15 years in the Union
County Sheriff’s Office, serving as
undersheriff and later sheriff. After
being elected as a Senate Senator in
November he returned to the position
undersheriff. He started his new posi-
tion, which pays $190,000, on Mon-
day. State lawmakers are paid
$49,000.

"I am honored to take on this role
and look forward to leveraging my
unique experience and skills to move
the Middlesex County Utilities Au-
thority further," Mr. Cryan said in a
statement mycentraljersey.com. The
MCUA manages the county’s waste-
water and solid waste services.

Kean, Bramnick Knock Dems
Over Aut. Voter Registration Bill

Republican Legislative leaders last
week took action to combat legisla-
tion that would mandate automatic
voter registration at state agencies
across New Jersey.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean
Jr. and Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (both R-21st,
Westfield) held a  press conference to
shed light on the pitfalls of the legis-
lation. Both the Assembly and Senate
versions of the bill passed the Legis-
lature on Thursday afternoon, despite
attempts by Republicans in both
houses to amend the bill on the floor.

“There is no question that we need
to keep a watchful eye on government
spending. It’s time to stop using the
people of New Jersey as a piggy bank.
Democrat or Republican, that is some-
thing that every elected official in
New Jersey should be able to agree
on,” Sen. Kean. “The vast majority of
New Jersey residents are already reg-
istered to vote, so this legislation is a
completely unnecessary expense. We
will not stand by and allow politi-
cians to play political games with
taxpayer money.”

“Billion dollar Phil Murphy is now
going to spend millions of taxpayer
money registering people to vote who
have not asked to register,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “They also want to
give licenses to everyone whether
they are here legally or illegally. That
means someone who is here illegally
will be automatically registered to
vote and will have to opt out.”

The original versions of S-481 and
A-2014, as introduced by Democrats
this session, would have automati-
cally registered potentially eligible
voters any time they visit a motor
vehicle office, unless they opt out. An
amendment on April 5 changed the
bill by expanding the scope of loca-
tions to include a wide array of state
agencies that would be required to
engage in automatic voter registra-

tion, including parole offices.
Bill Would Allow 17-Yr. Olds

To Vote in State Primary
Legislation that would allow more

young New Jersey residents to par-
ticipate in elections was approved
last Thursday by the full Assembly,
56-17.

The bill, A-1521, the “New Voter
Empowerment Act,” would allow 17-
year-olds to vote in a Primary Elec-
tion provided they will turn 18 on or
before the next succeeding general
election.

New Jersey would join 21 states
and the District of Columbia in al-
lowing 17-year-olds who will turn 18
during the interim period between a
Primary or caucus and the General
Election to participate in the nomina-
tion process, Zwicker noted.

The bill was approved by the As-
sembly State and Local Committee
on April 5. It is now poised to be
considered by the full Senate for a
floor vote.

Lance Comments on Ryan’s
Retirement at Year’s End

House Speaker Paul Ryan, a Re-
publican from Wisconsin, has an-
nounced he will not seek reelection to
his House seat. He joins a long list of
Republicans opting not to appear on
the ballot for President Donald
Trump’s first mid-term election. The
list includes New Jersey Congress-
men Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-11th)
and Frank LoBiondo (R-2nd).

“Speaker Paul Ryan has served the
House of Representatives and his
constituents very ably and with ster-
ling integrity. I wish him and his wife
Janna and their children the very best.
I predict a bright future for Paul in
whatever he does next,” said Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th).

Menendez Has Big Lead
Over Hugin in  Monmouth Poll
U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-

NJ) holds a sizable advantage over
Republican Bob Hugin in the 2018
race for U.S. Senate according to an
early Monmouth University Poll of
all New Jersey registered voters.

Mr. Menendez starts out the cam-
paign with weak approval ratings in part
due to fallout from his recent corruption
trial which ended in a hung jury. Federal
prosecutors opted not to retry him. Fifty-
three percent say they would vote for Mr.
Menendez and 32 percent would choose
former Celgene Executive Chairman
Hugin, according to Monmouth Univer-
sity Poll press release.

NEWEST ADVOCATES...The newest Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
were sworn in last week by state Superior Court Judge James Hely. Pictured
outside the Union County Family Courthouse in Elizabeth, from left to right, are:
newly sworn in CASA volunteers James Anglin of Fanwood, Tiffany Parchment
of Elizabeth, Laurie Rando of Scotch Plains, September Patterson of North
Bergen, Jaime Castro of Bridgewater, Melinda Giffen Frater of Summit and
Kennisha Qualls of Linden. Not pictured is Cranford’s Jim Van Horn.

FREE FOR MEMBERS AND THE COMMUNITY 

1:30-4:00PM  ~  Saturday, April 21 

In the Water ... 

Parent/Child Classes (adult with child age 6 mos.-6 yrs.) 

Aquatic Leader Mini-Class (ages10+) 

Safety Around Water (all ages, non-swimmers welcome!) 

“Climb Aboard”/Boating Water Safety (ages 4+) 

Swim Ability Evaluations (ages 3+) 

Water Polo Demo & Mini Class (ages 10-14) 

Family Swim  

Space is limited for pool activities! Advance  
registration is recommended. Visit the Y or our  
website for times and details.  

On the Land …  

Photo Booth  

Healthy Treats  

Open Water and Boating Safety with the Coast  
Guard Auxiliary 

Parent Information from the Y & Community Partners 

Mermaid Arts & Crafts and Water-Play Games 

Specials and Giveaways! 

 Wear your bathing suits and  

bring your towels! 

AQUATICS       DAY HEALTHY 
KIDS 

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

Also on April 21… 

CAMP OPEN 

HOUSE! 
9:30-11:00AM 

State Begins Hearings
On Marijuana Leg.

STATE — The state Assembly
Oversight, Reform, and Federal Re-
lations Committee on Saturday took
testimony from invited speakers and
the public on the impact of prospec-
tive marijuana legislation on the pub-
lic health, criminal justice system and
economy in New Jersey.  The next
hearing will be held this Saturday,
April 21 at Rowan University.

Scrap Metal Recycling This
Sat. In Cranford, Rahway

JCC to Present Family Fun
At Touch a Truck April 29

SCOTCH PLAINS — For the third
year, the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey invites
families with children of all ages to its
free Touch a Truck event on Sunday,
April 29, from 1 to 5 p.m., rain or
shine. Touch a Truck gives children
the chance to get up close and explore
trucks and other vehicles they love
watching from afar. All are welcome
throughout the event, but there will
be a special “Hold the Horn” hour
from 1 to 2 p.m. for children with
special needs and those with auditory
sensitivity issues — no horns, music
or sirens during that time.

The day features a wide range of
vehicles including police vehicles
from the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment, a fire truck from the Scotch
Plains Fire Department, a Scotch
Plains Department of Public Works
truck, a Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
ambulance, a Union County Police
Department bomb truck and robot, a
Durham School Services school bus,
a U-Haul truck, a tractor, dump truck
and bulldozer from Messercola Ex-
cavating Company, a moving truck
from White Glove Moving and Stor-
age, and more.

In addition to this hands-on experi-
ence, the JCC’s Camp Yachad will add
to the fun with bounce houses, face
painting and a rock-climbing wall on
the campsite. Food also will be avail-
able for purchase through food trucks
including The Empanada Guy, Soul
Bowls, The Mac Truck NYC, Davey
B’s Shaved Ice and Jerusalem Café.

“Our family is so grateful to the
JCC’s thoughtfulness to include all
children. Thanks to the Hold the Horn
hour, we were able to attend the touch-

truck event without any reservations,”
said Lauren Barr, a Touch a Truck
attendee last year.

This event is free and open to the
community. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Off-site parking and shuttle service
will be available at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools cam-
pus at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains. For full details on the
afternoon’s events, visit jccnj.org.

The JCC expressed appreciation to
sponsors to date for their generosity:
Durham School Services, Jill Rome
of Coldwell Banker, Tiffany Phar-
macy, PM Pediatrics, Deli King of
Linden/Signature Creations,
Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics, Newmark
Education, NJY Camps, Special Tee
Promos, Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Nick’s Pizza, PSEG,
Investors Bank, Westfield Pediatrics,
Watchung Pediatrics, Gwendolyn
Canonico of Valic Financial Advi-
sors, CFS Investment Advisory Ser-
vice, Temple Sholom, Union County
Torah Center, U-Haul, Jerusalem
Café, Jay Blumenfeld & Associates,
AR Workshop of Westfield, Law of-
fice of Benjamin Ginter, Pearly
Whites, The Little Gym of Scotch
Plains, Schwartzie’s Kitchen, Pocono
Produce, White Glove Moving and
Storage. Sponsorships are still avail-
able. For information, contact Sarah
Ritter at sritter@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
a constituent agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ,
United Way of Greater Union County
and the Westfield United Fund. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
membership and various programs.

COUNTY — Union County’s scrap
metal recycling event will be held this
Saturday, April 21 in Rahway and
Cranford. A wide variety of metal goods,
from household appliances to gutters
and sheds, are included in the program.

The scrap metal recycling program
is available for use by households,
commercial establishments, nonprofit
agencies and other organizations and
is available the first Thursday and
third Saturday of each month, run-
ning from April through November.
Each event runs from 9 a.m.to noon.

Scrap metal from any municipality
may be brought to either of the follow-
ing drop-off centers at the Emergency
Services/Traffic Enforcement, 151
Kenilworth Boulevard, Cranford, and
the Service Yard in Rahway Park (near
the pool), St. Georges Avenue, Rahway.

Acceptable items for recycling in-
clude aluminum scrap, aluminum
cans, aluminum siding, bicycles,
brass, copper, dishwashers, electric
fans, fencing (chain/wire), freezers,
gutters, irons, lawn furniture, metal
cabinets, metal sheds, microwaves,

pots and pans, railings, refrigerators,
stoves, tire rims, toasters, washers
and dryers, window frames (no glass),
and wire hangers.

In the event of extreme bad weather,
individual recycling events may be
cancelled. For more information, up-
coming dates or directions to the re-
cycling locations, an information on
all Union County recycling programs
and services, visit the Bureau of Re-
cycling and Planning at ucnj.org/re-
cycle or call the Union County Recy-
cling Hotline at (908) 654-9889.


