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skateboard resistant,” Councilwoman
Erin McElroy-Barker said. A resolu-
tion was passed to award a contract to
replace the fence.

The Fanwood Nature Center is to
have a new boardwalk to line a por-
tion of the walkway. The council
passed a resolution for a shared-ser-
vice agreement with Union County to
provide a lighted walkway between
La Grande and Second Avenues.
Paterson Road is slated to be recon-
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cials to talk about the possibility of
a park-and-ride station along Route
22. The mayor said he believed the
governor’s office was “kind of im-
pressed with what we’re trying to
do.”

installation of new water fountains
that provide filtered water that can be
consumed individually or used to fill
up a water bottle or cup. Mrs. Heisey
said the new fountains have helped the
local government cut back on its bottled
water expenses. In addition, she said
all employees in the building were
provided with ceramic mugs to use for
their water consumption instead of
using paper cups.

The township continues to promote
the replace-a-tree program that plants
trees on public property in parks and in
front of houses. Additionally, town-
ship officials are pushing local busi-
nesses to recycle, especially those lo-
cated adjacent to a municipal parking
lot where trash and recycling can be
picked up. Mr. DiNizo said that recy-
cling levels at the municipal building
have doubled — thanks, perhaps, in
part to Mrs. Heisey, who said she will
often pick glass and plastic bottles out
of trash receptacles to aid in the recy-
cling efforts.

She told The Times that recycling is
promoted at all township events, in-
cluding Saturday’s Earth Day program
that runs from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Alan Augustine Village Green adja-
cent to the municipal building.

WELCOME TO FANWOOD...A grand opening and ribbon cutting was held
April 12 in downtown Fanwood for Monk's Home Improvements and Design
Studio. Monk's is owned by Ty and Trevor Monk with partner Steve Brink and
has been doing business for the past 12 years in Morristown. Pictured at the
ribbon cutting, from left to right, are: Councilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker,
Fanwood Development Consultant Liz Jeffery, Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC) Executive Director Gene Jannotti, Councilman
Tom Kranz, Viviane Monk, Ty Monk, Trevor Monk, Steve Brink and Stephanie
Branna of the GWACC.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH.. Himanee Hendre was recognized for her work
on the Fanwood Recreation Commission and was named Fanwood Volunteer of
the Month at Monday’s borough council meeting. She is a student at the Union
County Magnet School, and is involved with events for children such as Training
Wheel Toss, Halloween Contests and holiday celebrations. She received a print of
Fanwood’s historic train station from Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Union to Be Third County
To Issue Gold Parent Cards

HEALTH BEE EXCITEMENT...Terrill Middle School students participate in
the 2018 UnitedHealthcare Health Bee, a competition that educates students about
nutrition, physical fitness and overall health, held Thursday at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County is set
to become the third county in New
Jersey to issue Gold Parent Identifi-
cation Cards for families of veter-
ans killed in the line of duty that can
be used for admission at state facili-
ties.

Former Governor Chris Christie
signed legislation for that program,
which gives families of fallen veter-
ans free admission to New Jersey
beaches, state parks and forests, and
to the New Jersey State Museum.

Ocean County and Cape May
County are the first counties to is-
sue the cards.

According to a copy of the legis-
lation signed by Gov. Christie on
January 8, the program is open to a
“parent, legal guardian or other le-
gal custodian, whether of the whole
or half blood or by adoption, of a
member of the Armed Forces of the
United States who died while on
active duty for the United States.”

Family members need to present
the service member’s Federal DD
Form 1300 report of casualty, which
identifies the member of the armed
forces who died while on active
duty for the United States, and docu-
mentation indicating the applicant’s
relationship to the service member.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi said the new law permits
county clerks to offer the cards. She
said the documents for each person
who signs up for the program will
be contained on a specific page in a
book “almost like a member’s dis-
charge” from active duty. The page
number also is included on the cards.

“The state did this to honor these
parents for the sacrifice they made
and by having this card they are

entitled to certain courtesy and dis-
counts, including among them free
access to all New Jersey beaches,
free access to state parks and for-
ests, free admission to the New Jer-
sey State Museum (in Trenton),”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

She said over 20,000 veterans
reside in the county so she believes
many parents of children who died
in the line of duty would be inter-
ested in the Gold Star Parent cards.

“We hope to get the program off
the ground within the next two
weeks,” she told the freeholders at
their April 12 meeting. “We are look-
ing for your endorsement and sup-
port for this program. We think it’s
a wonderful way to honor these par-
ents.”

“This is a great idea to do this,”
Freeholder Angel Estrada said. He
asked how the program will be pub-
licized.

The county clerk said she imag-
ines the state will broadcast Public
Service Announcements. She also
will work with other county clerks
whose counties have the cards to
publicize the program so veteran
families know the cards are avail-
able to them. Ms. Rajoppi said she
also has been in touch with the Gold
Star Families Association regard-
ing Union County’s Gold Star Par-
ent ID Card.

Freeholder Al Mirabella sug-
gested that the county add some
Union County benefits to those of
the state for the program. Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados said he
will have the board’s policy com-
mittee look at that aspect for the
program.

During the business portion of
Thursday’s meeting, a discussion
ensued over a $146,617 change or-
der for an improvement project for
new soccer fields at Cedar Brook
Park in Plainfield. The change or-
der increases the contract with
Abraham General Construction of
West Orange, the contractor, to
$1,899,603. A press release from
the county’s ground breaking last
fall reported the contract had been
$1.7 million.

Joseph Venezia of Maser Con-
sulting, the site engineer on the
project, explained that in prepara-
tion for installation of a turf field it
was determined there were high lev-
els of contaminants in the soil. Ini-
tially, four inches of top soil was
removed but later another two inches
of soil had to be removed.

Mr. Venezia said initially, 1,900
tons of soil was removed but that
number was increased to 3,050 tons
when it was determined crews had
to dig deeper.

Freeholder Granados said the
board is looking to stop change or-
der contract increases. He said the
change order was “a big number.”
Freeholder Linda Carter added that,
“It was hard to swallow.”

In other business, the freeholders
recognized members of the Sharing
Network in honor of National Do-
nate Life Month in Union County.
In reading the resolution, Freeholder
Chris Hudak said one organ donor
can save up to eight lives while one
tissue donor can restore the health
of up to 75 individuals. He said
some 4,000 New Jersey residents
currently are awaiting transplants
with 100,000 on the national wait-
ing list.

He urged people to check the or-
gan donor box when they get their
driver’s license renewed. It also can
be done online.

Also honored were several orga-
nizations in recognition of Autism
Awareness Month including Com-
munity Access Unlimited, The Arc
of Union County, High Expecta-
tions Inc., and the Union County
Spectrum All Stars.

Union County corrections offic-
ers were given resolutions for being
in the top 10 highest charitable earn-
ings list for the New Jersey Special
Olympics “Torch Run.”

start preparing its tax and zoning maps.
“We have enough time to prepare for
it,” he said. Mayor Smith said that a
reassessment “doesn’t mean we’re
increasing taxes,” pointing out that
the amount of property taxes col-
lected will remain essentially the
same. In general, revaluations mean
that one-third of properties will see
an increase in their property taxes,
one-third will see a decrease and one-
third will see no change.

The council also gave its approval
to a change in the way that sewer
utility bills are issued, with the twice-
yearly billing being replaced by a
single bill and a single pay date. Town-
ship Attorney William Robertson said
a single bill will be mailed to property
owners on June 30, with a due date of
September 1. This consolidation will
help the township reduce administra-
tive costs.

Mayor Smith announced that state
officials have given their approval to
the first phase of the downtown rede-
velopment plan, and said that there is
the potential for some state financing
for the redevelopment efforts.

At the start of its three-hour meet-
ing, the council honored Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School swim,
track and wresting athletes and also
issued proclamations declaring April
as Autism Awareness Month and May
as Building Safety Month.
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Recycling Center
structed, possibly over the summer.

The state is kicking in $195,000
towards the cost, Borough Engineer
Antonios Panagopoulos said. The
LaGrande and Forest Road Park
buildings are having their roof gut-
ters replaced by Deegan Roofing.

Councilman Tom Kranz said Sta-
tion Square at Fanwood, a 35-unit
townhome-style rental project, is 60
percent completed. The development
is located at La Grande Avenue and
Second Street.

In a Public Safety Committee
meeting held Monday, Councilman
Anthony Carter said the Rescue
Squad negotiated the sale of its old
ambulance to Garwood for $8,000.
The squad also is installing a new
radio system in its new ambulance,
which will be paid for with rescue
squad funds. New digital radios in
emergency service vehicles are re-
placing analog radios across the
state because of changes with the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion, and Union County is offering
“a one-for-one to purchase new digi-
tal radios,” Mr. Carter said. “We are
discussing the purchase of new ra-
dios.”

In an update, Councilman Kranz
noted the good work of the rescue
squad on Friday when squad person-
nel responded to a call from a person
having a heart attack, and resusci-
tated the person after using life-sav-
ing paddles twice. The person is said
to be recovering and is expected to
return home soon.

Saturday is Clean Community Day
in Fanwood, and everyone is invited
to help clean up their community. The
borough will kick off the day at 8:30
a.m. at the train station.

Amy Lumpkin was appointed to
the planning board. Regina Mercado,
Sara Johnston and Demian Boroff
were appointed as alternate members
to the recreation commission. Elsie
Biasi was appointed to the recreation
commission as a member, after previ-
ously serving as an alternate.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOVING TRIBUTE...Antoinette DiNizio helps unveil a street sign on Tuesday
honoring her son, Scotch Plains native Pat DiNizio, the rock star who died in
December.

Mountainside Budget Has
Taxes Up Under 1 Percent

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council on Tuesday introduced
a $13.1-million municipal budget
with a tax levy of $8.7 million. The
budget represents an increase of
taxes by just under 1 percent.

The average assessed home of
$163,735 will see a $19 increase in
municipal taxes in 2018. Total sur-
plus of $1.8 million is anticipated
for 2018. There will be a public
hearing on Tuesday, May 15.

In his mayoral comments, Mayor
Paul Mirabelli said the borough has
spent $97,000 to date in tree re-
moval services in connection with
downed trees from recent storms.
The borough also anticipates spend-
ing about another $12,000 to re-
move woodchips accumulating at
the pool parking lot.

“I’m very concerned about picking
up of storm debris. We are finding
residents taking advantage of that
service and are using it to pick up
spring cleanup, which this was not
intended for,” Mayor Mirabelli said.

He said the borough is to con-
sider changing its policy going for-
ward, but he did not elaborate. Most
of the storm debris has been picked
up by the Department of Public
Works (DPW), and residents who
did not have their storm debris
picked up can call the DPW.

“I can’t reiterate it enough; I don’t
think it’s fair that residents are put-
ting out debris from spring cleaning
and expecting the borough to
pay...we are trying to do this in an
economically feasible fashion,” the
mayor said.

The borough council also has re-
allocated capital funds in a bond
ordinance earmarked for a
Beechwood Elementary School
softball field refurbishment to pay
for refurbishment of tennis courts.
Six tennis courts, located near the
municipal building and at Deerfield
School, are to be refurbished with
about $90,000 of the capital funds.

The borough’s audit of its
financials came back without any
remarks for the ninth year in a row.
Mayor Mirabelli said it is “a testa-
ment” to Mountainside Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jill Goode, who re-
cently was named Business Admin-
istrator of the Year by the Gateway
Regional Chamber of Commerce.

The borough has authorized
$240,000, which it is expected to be
reimbursed for by the New Jersey
Department of Transportation, to
resurface a section of Partridge Run.

The borough is to hold its seventh
annual Memorial Day Parade on
Monday, May 28, the council an-
nounced, and a $500 donation was
made by the council to support the
parade.

A Leveling The Playing Field

grant from Union County of $25,000
was given to the borough to provide
recreational opportunities for spe-
cial-needs children. The council is
to pass it on to the board of educa-
tion to enhance the playground at
Beechwood School and to make it
ADA accessible.

The Mayor’s Wellness Program is
starting a free yoga class every Mon-
day at 6 p.m. at the community center.
There also is a walk with the mayor
every Saturday at the fitness trail. “If
you have any concerns you want to
bring to me personally, it is a good
time for you to do that,” Mayor
Mirabelli said. “I’m trying to make
everybody a little bit more well.”

Resident Genevieve Cooper
asked about the Barnes Tract rede-
velopment where a residential de-
velopment is planned. She said she
received a letter from Eastern State
Environmental Associates inform-
ing her of the company’s applica-
tion to the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection to es-
tablish the boundary of the wet-
lands on the site.

Mayor Mirabelli affirmed the de-
veloper will not develop on the wet-
lands. The site plan is expected to
be submitted “soon,” the mayor said.
The site plan application to the plan-
ning board may take place in May,
Mayor Mirabelli noted.

At the outset of the meeting, Kim
Moriak, senior citizen coordinator
for the borough, announced the
borough’s police department is to
begin the Operation Blue Angel
Program thanks to the Watts Foun-
dation, which donated money for
the program. Blue Angel allows
police to reach individuals when
the person is not able to answer the
door of their home. It is available to
people age 55 and over.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe


