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Fanwood Hires Firm to Do
Survey of Recycling Center

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil Monday passed an ordinance that
establishes a sanitary sewer utility
and will charge a user fee for the
service. Fees have yet to be an-
nounced.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance to pass an amendment to the
Land Use Code pertaining to afford-
able-housing development fees. The
amendment removes a section per-
taining to residential development and
replaces text that says a person reno-
vating and/or expanding an existing
family home, and expending 50 per-
cent or less of the current assessed

value of such home in performing
such renovation and/or expansion
shall be exempt from the payment of
a development fee.

A contract to perform a survey and
environmental assessment of the re-
cycling center was awarded to engi-
neering and environmental firm
Najarian Associates in the amount of
$4,800 and $3,800, respectively. The
borough is considering repurposing
the recycling center and moving the
Department of Public Works to the
location, Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
The company will scope out the meets
and bounds of the land, which is nearly
two acres. Also, the land has housed

a recycling center that took in a wide
range of recyclables since the mid-
1980s before the council decided to
disband the organization running it.
The firm is to review records and
obtain information that may tell if
there were any environmentally haz-
ardous materials on site. The contract
does not provide for sampling of the
soil.

Fanwood continues its support of
its stance against the Pilgrim Pipeline
by authorizing a contract extension to
be aligned with the Municipal Pipe-
line Group. The contract is for legal
services charges at $350 per month.
Pilgrim has sought to construct a 170-
mile pipeline between Albany, N.Y.,
and Linden, N.J., to deliver Bakken
crude oil.

An award of contract for schematic
design services by FVHD Architects
in the amount of $16,625 was ap-
proved for the submission of the New
Jersey State Library grant applica-
tion. Voters approved a $125-million
library construction bond for county
and local library construction and
renovation projects statewide in No-
vember.

The fire department named 14
firefighters who are to receive the
Length of Service Award. The mayor
and council approved the funding of
$11,648 to be paid for these 14
firefighters’ service.

Phillips Preiss Grygiel LLC was
awarded a $24,000 contract to pre-
pare the South Avenue Redevelop-
ment Study and Redevelopment Plan.
The firm is to investigate properties
at 105 South Avenue, the site of the
former A&P, and determine if it quali-
fies as an area in need of redevelop-
ment pursuant to the state’s local re-
development and housing law.

The fence around the skate park at
Forest Road Park is being replaced
“with something more sturdy that is

Downtown Redevelopment
Plans Moving Forward

Scotch Plains Going Green
In A Number of Ways

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the downtown redevelopment
committee said last week that rede-
velopment plans for various parcels
of the central business district are
being drafted and urged business
and property owners to communi-
cate their views and visions to town-
ship officials.

At the committee’s monthly meet-
ing on April 11, Thomas Strowe, the
township’s redevelopment coordi-
nator and part of the group writing
the redevelopment plans, said that
instead of writing one large plan
covering the entire downtown area,
plans would be drafted that address
separate parcels of land — starting
with the municipal-owned proper-
ties on Park Avenue and at the town-
ship library on Bartle Avenue. Then,
he said, the township will begin
working with private property and
business owners to see what ideas
they have for their own buildings.

The goal is to have the first plans
ready for presentation to the town-
ship council by June, and Mayor
Alexander Smith said last week that
if the council approves those plans,
requests for proposals from devel-
opers could then be issued.

“This is for real now,” the mayor
said, adding that township officials
are already talking to private prop-
erty owners as well as having pre-
liminary discussions with potential
developers.

The mayor and Mr. Strowe both
said the plans will be drafted using
information gleaned from several
surveys conducted last year as well
as a new survey being readied for
the public. Interested developers
also will be urged to include their

own ideas in proposals they end up
submitting, the mayor said.

Two or three new parking struc-
tures will be needed in the down-
town to accommodate the new de-
velopment, which will include not
only retail and commercial space, a
new library and possibly a new com-
munity center but also several hun-
dred new housing units. It is likely
those parking facilities will be situ-
ated on each side of Park Avenue —
in the block where the library now
stands, in the present municipal
parking lot next to town hall and
possibly a third locale such as be-
hind the stores on Park Avenue be-
tween Bartle Avenue and Westfield
Avenue.

Mr. Strowe said the library’s needs
study is complete and that it calls
for a doubling in the size of the
present facility. Applications for
funding from the state are not ex-
pected to be available until the fall,
he said, and that is one reason the
redevelopment plans will not be all
encompassing but broken up into
sections so that any delays in secur-
ing library construction funding will
not hinder redevelopment in other
areas of the downtown.

Mayor Smith said that the
township’s first responders’ head-
quarters will be moved out of the
downtown, and it is expected that
this will be discussed in more detail
at the committee’s May meeting.

The mayor also said he had met
last week with officials from the
governor’s office to brief them on
the redevelopment efforts and about
the township’s infrastructure needs,
especially as they relate to transit
and traffic. He said he will soon
meet with state transportation offi-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Earth Day
was first celebrated 48 years ago this
weekend, and while Scotch Plains
plans a morning of various environ-
mental-related activities and programs
on Saturday, the township also has
been engaged in a variety of initiatives
to improve the local environment.

Earlier this week, in advance of the
township’s Earth Day celebration that
will take place on April 21, Public
Works Department Supervisor Frank
DiNizo and Margaret Heisey, the
township’s special projects coordina-
tor, spoke to The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times about some of the green-
ing efforts of the municipal govern-
ment.

Recycling bins have been in town-
ship parks since 2016, and Mr. DiNizo
says he wants to add more and has
applied for a grant to fund the pur-
chase of additional bins. Mrs. Heisey

credited Councilwoman Rose
Checchio for spearheading the move
toward recycling in the parks, saying
she had initiated it when she first joined
the governing body in 2015 and served
as council liaison to the recreation
commission.

Since February, the Public Works
Department has been accepting elec-
tronics items for recycling at its Plain-
field Avenue facility. Every Thursday
between 7 a.m. and 2 p.m., township
residents can drop off old televisions,
computers, monitors, laptops, print-
ers, copy machines and fax machines
for proper — and free — recycling.
Mr. DiNizo told The Times the pro-
gram has worked “great so far,” joking
that it was better than telling people
“to go to Best Buy to pay $25 to get rid
of their old television.”

The municipal building on Park
Avenue also has seen some environ-
mentally-friendly upgrades, namely the
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PAT DINIZIO WAY...Mayor Alexander Smith, left, and Township Manager Al Mirabella, right, were among more than
100 fans and friends who attended Tuesday's unveiling of a street sign honoring Scotch Plains native Pat DiNizio, the rock
star who died in December.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LEARNING THE COURSE...This youngster navigates the obstacle course last
Saturday at the third annual Rockin' For Autism festival at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AUTISM MONTH...Scott Matthews, executive director for Intensive Therapeutics
in Fanwood, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Nirmit, 17, accept a
proclamation noting April as Autism Awareness Month. Nirmit spearheaded a
tennis program for children with special needs. At left is Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING DAY... Players and their coaches march onto the field during Saturday's
ceremonies at LaGrande Park marking the start of the season for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Association.

Council OKs Budget With No Tax
Hike; Reassessment Set For 2021

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday gave its
unanimous approval to the 2018 mu-
nicipal budget, which will keep spend-
ing and municipal property-tax rates
at the same level as last year.

Pronouncing himself “thrilled”
about the spending and tax freeze,
Township Manager Al Mirabella
briefed the governing body and resi-
dents about the $25.67-million spend-
ing plan at the council’s business
meeting. The budget will be funded

by slightly more than $15 million in
property taxes, the rate of which will
remain at $1.507 per $100 of as-
sessed property value. Other revenue
sources include $2.227 million in state
aid, $3.4 million in municipal surplus
funds and $4.9 million from various
miscellaneous sources including
$800,000 in anticipated construction
code fees.

Twenty-seven percent of the bud-
get is dedicated to public safety while
10 percent is earmarked for public
works and another 10 percent for
group insurance for township em-
ployees. Four percent of this year’s
budget will be for parks and recre-
ation. Funding will be included to
hire new police officers to help keep
schools secure. Mr. Mirabella said
more items are being switched from
the capital budget to the operating
budget to avoid unnecessary debt.

He outlined other goals for 2018
including maintaining the township’s
Aaa bond rating, digitizing the copi-
ous amount of documents in the build-
ing department, preserving historic
buildings and upgrading bathrooms
at township parks.

Mayor Alexander Smith com-
mended Mr. Mirabella and township
department heads for “finding ways
to afford all the things we’re doing.”
Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr.
praised the manager for his “steward-

ship and leadership” and said he was
happy about the commitment to pub-
lic safety, especially in the schools.

The council also approved this
year’s $1.811-million capital budget
that will be used for a variety of
purchases and projects, including this
year’s road improvement program that
will see 17 streets repaved. Other
purchases include vehicles and equip-
ment for the public works depart-
ment, traffic-calming equipment for
the police department, upgrades to
the firehouses as well as safety equip-
ment for fire personnel, funding for
the refurbishment of the Frazee House
property and upgrades to township
parks, including an ADA-inclusive
playground at Brookside Park.

The council’s vote on the capital
bond was unanimous, with Council-
man Del Sordi calling it an example
of “spending tax dollars wisely” and
Mayor Smith saying that, “we’re tak-
ing care of our first responders as best
we can.”

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
said that Union County tax authori-
ties had ordered Scotch Plains to con-
duct a property reassessment in 2021,
by which time it will have been nearly
40 years since the last revaluation
was conducted. In the interim, he
said, the township will begin to edu-
cate the public about the process and
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