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contractor, to $1,899,603. A press
release from the county’s ground
breaking last fall reported the con-
tract had been $1.7 million.

Joseph Venezia of Maser Consult-
ing, the site engineer on the project,
explained that in preparation for in-
stallation of a turf field it was deter-
mined there were high levels of con-
taminants in the soil. Initially, four
inches of top soil was removed but
later another two inches of soil had to
be removed.

Mr. Venezia said initially, 1,900
tons of soil was removed but that
number was increased to 3,050 tons
when it was determined crews had to
dig deeper.

Freeholder Granados said the board
is looking to stop change order con-
tract increases. He said the change
order was “a big number.” Freeholder
Linda Carter added that, “It was hard
to swallow.”

In other business, the freeholders
recognized members of the Sharing
Network in honor of National Donate
Life Month in Union County. In read-
ing the resolution, Freeholder Chris
Hudak said one organ donor can save
up to eight lives while one tissue
donor can restore the health of up to
75 individuals. He said some 4,000
New Jersey residents currently are
awaiting transplants with 100,000 on
the national waiting list.

He urged people to check the organ
donor box when they get their driver’s
license renewed. It also can be done
online.

Also honored were several organi-
zations in recognition of Autism
Awareness Month including Commu-
nity Access Unlimited, The Arc of
Union County, High Expectations
Inc., and the Union County Spectrum
All Stars.

Union County corrections officers
were given resolutions for being in
the top 10 highest charitable earnings
list for the New Jersey Special Olym-
pics “Torch Run.”
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Gold Cards

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
BLUE ANGELS...The Mountainside Police Department is to begin the Operation
Blue Angel Program thanks to the Watts Foundation, which donated money for
the program. Pictured, from left to right, are: Watts Foundation counsel Tom
Phelan, Watts Foundation President Nicholas Bradshaw, Mountainside Senior
Citizen Coordinator Kim Moriak, Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Police Chief Allan
Attanasio, and Police Sergeant Andrew Huber. Blue Angel allows police to reach
individuals when the person is not able to answer the door of their home. It is
available to people 55 and over.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A FAMILY GATHERING...The Andre family enjoys the pancakes at the Cran-
ford Jaycees Annual Pancake Breakfast Sunday at the Cranford V.F.W.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PAT DINIZIO WAY...Antoinette DiNizio helps unveil a street sign on Tuesday
honoring her son, Scotch Plains native Pat DiNizio, the rock star who died in
December.
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Mountainside Budget
about $90,000 of the capital funds.

The borough’s audit  of  i ts
financials came back without any
remarks for the ninth year in a row.
Mayor Mirabelli said it is “a testa-
ment” to Mountainside Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jill Goode, who re-
cently was named Business Admin-
istrator of the Year by the Gateway
Regional Chamber of Commerce.

The borough has authorized
$240,000, which it is expected to
be reimbursed for by the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation,
to resurface a section of Partridge
Run.

The borough is to hold its sev-
enth annual Memorial Day Parade
on Monday, May 28, the council
announced, and a $500 donation
was made by the council to support
the parade.

A Leveling The Playing Field
grant from Union County of
$25,000 was given to the borough
to provide recreational opportuni-
ties for special-needs children. The
council is to pass it on to the board
of education to enhance the play-
ground at Beechwood School and
to make it ADA accessible.

The Mayor’s Wellness Program
is starting a free yoga class every
Monday at 6 p.m. at the community
center. There also is a walk with the
mayor every Saturday at the fitness
trail. “If you have any concerns you
want to bring to me personally, it is
a good time for you to do that,”
Mayor Mirabelli said. “I’m trying
to make everybody a little bit more
well.”

Resident Genevieve Cooper
asked about the Barnes Tract rede-
velopment where a residential de-
velopment is planned. She said she
received a letter from Eastern State
Environmental Associates inform-
ing her of the company’s applica-
tion to the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection to es-
tablish the boundary of the wet-
lands on the site.

Mayor Mirabelli affirmed the de-
veloper will not develop on the
wetlands. The site plan is expected
to be submitted “soon,” the mayor

Fanwood Hires Firm to Do
Survey of Recycling Center

Scotch Plains Going Green
In A Number of Ways

said. The site plan application to
the planning board may take place
in May, Mayor Mirabelli noted.

At the outset of the meeting, Kim
Moriak, senior citizen coordinator
for the borough, announced the
borough’s police department is to
begin the Operation Blue Angel
Program thanks to the Watts Foun-
dation, which donated money for
the program. Blue Angel allows
police to reach individuals when
the person is not able to answer the
door of their home. It is available
to people age 55 and over.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The  The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Earth Day
was first celebrated 48 years ago
this weekend, and while Scotch
Plains plans a morning of various
environmental-related activities and
programs on Saturday, the town-
ship also has been engaged in a
variety of initiatives to improve the
local environment.

Earlier this week, in advance of
the township’s Earth Day celebra-
tion that will take place on April 21,
Public Works Department Supervi-
sor Frank DiNizo and Margaret
Heisey, the township’s special
projects coordinator, spoke to The
Westfield Leader  about some of the
greening efforts of the municipal
government.

Recycling bins have been in town-
ship parks since 2016, and Mr.
DiNizo says he wants to add more
and has applied for a grant to fund
the purchase of additional bins. Mrs.
Heisey credited Councilwoman
Rose Checchio for spearheading the
move toward recycling in the parks,
saying she had initiated it when she
first joined the governing body in
2015 and served as council liaison
to the recreation commission.

Since February, the Public Works
Department has been accepting elec-
tronics items for recycling at its
Plainfield Avenue facility. Every
Thursday between 7 a.m. and 2 p.m.,
township residents can drop off old
televisions, computers, monitors,
laptops, printers, copy machines and
fax machines for proper — and free
— recycling. Mr. DiNizo told The
Leader the program has worked
“great so far,” joking that it was
better than telling people “to go to
Best Buy to pay $25 to get rid of
their old television.”

The municipal building on Park

Avenue also has seen some envi-
ronmentally-friendly upgrades,
namely the installation of new wa-
ter fountains that provide filtered
water that can be consumed indi-
vidually or used to fill up a water
bottle or cup. Mrs. Heisey said the
new fountains have helped the local
government cut back on its bottled
water expenses. In addition, she said
all employees in the building were
provided with ceramic mugs to use
for their water consumption instead
of using paper cups.

The township continues to promote
the replace-a-tree program that plants
trees on public property in parks and
in front of houses. Additionally, town-
ship officials are pushing local busi-
nesses to recycle, especially those
located adjacent to a municipal park-
ing lot where trash and recycling can
be picked up. Mr. DiNizo said that
recycling levels at the municipal build-
ing have doubled — thanks, perhaps,
in part to Mrs. Heisey, who said she
will often pick glass and plastic bottles
out of trash receptacles to aid in the
recycling efforts.

She told The Leader that recy-
cling is promoted at all township
events, including Saturday’s Earth
Day program that runs from 9 a.m.
to noon at the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green adjacent to the munici-
pal building.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough
council Monday passed an ordi-
nance that establishes a sanitary
sewer utility and will charge a user
fee for the service. Fees have yet to
be announced.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance to pass an amendment to the
Land Use Code pertaining to af-
fordable-housing development fees.
The amendment removes a section
pertaining to residential develop-
ment and replaces text that says a
person renovating and/or expand-
ing an existing family home, and
expending 50 percent or less of the
current assessed value of such home
in performing such renovation and/
or expansion shall be exempt from
the payment of a development fee.

A contract to perform a survey
and environmental assessment of
the recycling center was awarded to
engineering and environmental firm
Najarian Associates in the amount
of $4,800 and $3,800, respectively.
The borough is considering
repurposing the recycling center and
moving the Department of Public
Works to the location, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr told The Westfield Leader.
The company will scope out the
meets and bounds of the land, which
is nearly two acres. Also, the land
has housed a recycling center that
took in a wide range of recyclables
since the mid-1980s before the
council decided to disband the or-
ganization running it. The firm is to
review records and obtain informa-
tion that may tell if there were any
environmentally hazardous materi-
als on site. The contract does not
provide for sampling of the soil.

Fanwood continues its support of
its stance against the Pilgrim Pipe-
line by authorizing a contract ex-

tension to be aligned with the Mu-
nicipal Pipeline Group. The con-
tract is for legal services charges at
$350 per month. Pilgrim has sought
to construct a 170-mile pipeline be-
tween Albany, N.Y., and Linden,
N.J., to deliver Bakken crude oil.

An award of contract for sche-
matic design services by FVHD Ar-
chitects in the amount of $16,625
was approved for the submission of
the New Jersey State Library grant
application. Voters approved a
$125-million library construction
bond for county and local library
construction and renovation
projects statewide in November.

The fire department named 14
firefighters who are to receive the
Length of Service Award. The mayor
and council approved the funding
of $11,648 to be paid for these 14
firefighters’ service.

Phillips Preiss Grygiel LLC was
awarded a $24,000 contract to pre-
pare the South Avenue Redevelop-
ment Study and Redevelopment
Plan. The firm is to investigate prop-
erties at 105 South Avenue, the site
of the former A&P, and determine if
it qualifies as an area in need of
redevelopment pursuant to the
state’s local redevelopment and
housing law.

The fence around the skate park
at Forest Road Park is being re-
placed “with something more sturdy
that is skateboard resistant,” Coun-
cilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker
said. A resolution was passed to
award a contract to replace the fence.

The Fanwood Nature Center is to
have a new boardwalk to line a
portion of the walkway. The coun-
cil passed a resolution for a shared-
service agreement with Union
County to provide a lighted walk-
way between La Grande and Sec-
ond Avenues. Paterson Road is
slated to be reconstructed, possibly
over the summer.

The state is kicking in $195,000
towards the cost, Borough Engi-
neer Antonios Panagopoulos said.
The LaGrande and Forest Road Park
buildings are having their roof gut-
ters replaced by Deegan Roofing.

Councilman Tom Kranz said Sta-
tion Square at Fanwood, a 35-unit
townhome-style rental project, is
60 percent completed. The devel-
opment is located at La Grande
Avenue and Second Street.

In a Public Safety Committee
meeting held Monday, Councilman
Anthony Carter said the Rescue
Squad negotiated the sale of its old
ambulance to Garwood for $8,000.
The squad also is installing a new
radio system in its new ambulance,
which will be paid for with rescue
squad funds. New digital radios in
emergency service vehicles are re-
placing analog radios across the
state because of changes with the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion, and Union County is offering
“a one-for-one to purchase new digi-
tal radios,” Mr. Carter said. “We are
discussing the purchase of new ra-
dios.”

In an update, Councilman Kranz
noted the good work of the rescue
squad on Friday when squad per-
sonnel responded to a call from a
person having a heart attack, and
resuscitated the person after using
life-saving paddles twice. The per-
son is said to be recovering and is
expected to return home soon.

Saturday is Clean Community
Day in Fanwood, and everyone is
invited to help clean up their com-
munity. The borough will kick off
the day at 8:30 a.m. at the train
station.

Amy Lumpkin was appointed to
the planning board. Regina
Mercado, Sara Johnston and
Demian Boroff were appointed as
alternate members to the recreation
commission. Elsie Biasi was ap-
pointed to the recreation commis-
sion as a member, after previously
serving as an alternate.
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Subdivision
ily dwellings, stated Town Planner
Donald Sammet. Mr. Sammet said
the ordinance was prompted by a
singular complaint to his office about
single-family homes used to have
“strangers coming and going.”

Mr. Sammet said it is “hard to en-
force” how long individuals stay in
one place or “how frequently they
come and go.” Mr. Sammet said cre-
ating a licensing regulation for such
rentals could help the enforcement
process.

Planning Board member Anastasia
Harrison said disallowing boarding
could thwart “young starving art-
ists” commuting to the city or family
members from renting single bed-
rooms. Ms. Harrison stated that older
residents financially benefit from
renting single bedrooms to young
entrepreneurs or recent college
graduates who appreciate the com-
munity, but cannot afford total au-
tonomy.

Planning Board Chairman Robert
Newell said overall the issue does not
seem systemic throughout Westfield.
Mr. Newell said “a few bad apples in
the barrel” may be dictating why the
ordinance has been discussed.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TEAM CLEMSON...The Clemson team poses for a picture during opening day
festivities for the Westfield Baseball League last Saturday.

“look at what we’re doing and what
we can do better,” Ms. Guerriero
said.

Ms. Blumenstock asked if a full
report will be given at the next meet-
ing on the added security layers at
Lincoln.

“Unfortunately, with security you
want to ensure you do not reveal all
your cards,” Ms. Guerriero said.

Ms. Blumenstock spoke as a con-
cerned resident and not on the
council’s behalf during the “hear-
ing of the citizens” portion of the
meeting.

On March 27 the students had a
“lockdown” drill. A lockdown drill
simulates if an intruder was in the
school and how every student or
teacher should react to protect them-
selves. The drill often begins with
an announcement or signal.

There will be a dance for grades 5
through 8 on Friday, April 20. The
second-grade class trip will be to
the New Jersey Sea Grant Consor-
tium on Friday, April 27.

Board member Al Del Conte
stated that Hartman Park renova-
tions began on April 16.
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