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Centennial Village Group
Gears Up For Annual 5K

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will host its Eighth
Annual Velocity 5K race on Sun-
day, June 3. The chip-timed race
starts at 9 a.m. and provides a
flat tour of part of Cranford’s
south side, starting at Lincoln
School on Centennial Avenue in
Cranford, and looping through
Centennial Village and Mohawk
Park. All ages are invited to come
out for this family-friendly race
and enjoy the views of Centen-
nial Village. Strollers are allowed
and encouraged, as there will be
a prize for best decorated
Cranford spirited stroller.

The top three male and female
runners overall will receive a prize
and medals, and awards will be
given to the top three males and
females in the following age
groups: 14 and under; 15 to 19;
20 to 29; 30 to 39; 40 to 49; 50
to 59; 60 to 69, and 70 and older.
Runners will automatically be en-
tered in raffles for prizes from
local businesses. Post-race snacks
will be provided by A Toute Heure
restaurant, and Massages By
Carrin Fernandes will offer mas-
sages during the entire event.

Last year’s race saw more than
100 runners from Cranford and
surrounding towns. Participants
ranged from elementary-school
students, to parents with stroll-
ers, and senior citizens. Resi-
dents along the route came out
to support and cheer on the run-

ners. The Centennial Village
Group expects an even larger
turnout of runners and support-
ers for this year’s race.

To pre-register for the 5K, visit
racenj.com. Pre-registration is open
through Saturday, May 19. The
fees are $25 for adults and $15 for
youth age 18 and under (plus ser-
vice fee) and include a tech T-shirt.
Race-day registration also will be
available, starting at 8 a.m., and
costing $30 for adults and $20 for
children. Anyone with questions
regarding the race is invited to e-
mail cvgvelocity@gmail.com.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of Cranford volunteers
dedicated to the revitalization
and beautification of the Centen-
nial Avenue business district. In
addition to the Velocity 5K Race,
the group holds an annual
MusicFest to raise funds for its
continual efforts to improve the
community. For more informa-
tion about Centennial Village and
the group, visit facebook.com/
CentennialVillageGroup.
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AND THEY’RE OFF...Runners show their community spirit during the Centen-
nial Village Group’s 2017 Velocity 5K Race. This year’s race is scheduled for
Sunday, June 3, at 9 a.m., starting in front of Lincoln School on Centennial
Avenue in Cranford.

CRANFORD
Monday, April 2, Elijah Sealey,

20, of Newark was arrested and
charged with possession of under
50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia af-
ter police stopped a 2007 Dodge
at the intersection of Raritan Road
and Centennial Avenue for tinted
windows. Sealey was processed
and released pending a municipal
court appearance date. Addition-
ally, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle and tinted win-
dows.

Friday, April 6, Timothy Palmer,
25, of Carteret was arrested and
charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance,
possession of a hypodermic sy-
ringe and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police
stopped a 2016 Dodge on Jack-
son Drive near Moen Avenue for
a seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested a passenger, Palmer,
for suspected crack cocaine and
a hypodermic syringe located
inside the vehicle. He was pro-

cessed and released pending a
state Superior Court appearance
date. Additionally, he was a is-
sued motor vehicle summons for
a seatbelt violation.

Saturday, April 7, Oleksandr
Vorobkalo, 29, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
after police stopped a 2011 Mazda
at the intersection of Walnut Av-
enue and Lexington Avenue for
careless driving. Vorobkalo was
processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult with a pending
municipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued sum-
monses for refusal to submit to
breath samples, careless driv-
ing, and an improper lane change.

Saturday, April 7, Michael
Cassidy, 19 of Cranford and Brian
Parada, 19, of Elizabeth were ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a CDS, possession of a
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia
after police stopped a 2010 Subaru
on North Avenue West near Or-
chard Street for careless driving.
Cassidy was also charged with
suspected THC edibles found in-

side the vehicle. They were both
processed and released pending
court appearance dates. Cassidy,
the driver, was also issued motor
vehicle summonses for posses-
sion of a CDS, improper passing,
and careless driving.

Saturday, April 7, Preston
Hammond, 47, of Roselle was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of a CDS and possession
of drug paraphernalia after po-
lice stopped a 1999 Ford at the
intersection of Myrtle Street and
Rod Smith Place for a brake
lamp out. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Hammond, for
suspected crack-cocaine found
inside the vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a Su-
perior Court appearance date.
He was processed and provided
with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. Additionally, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for suspended driver and pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor ve-
hicle. Further investigation re-
vealed Hammond had an active
arrest warrant out of Roselle.

Program Invites Art Lovers
To ‘Go, Van Gogh!’ May 2

CRANFORD — Area residents
are invited to get acquainted with
one of the world’s greatest art-
ists in “Go, Van Gogh!” on
Wednesday, May 2, beginning at
7 p.m. Hosted by art historian
Michael Norris, Ph.D., it will take
place at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center.

An incredibly prolific painter,
Vincent Van Gogh produced more
than 2,000 works of art in the
last decade of his life. In an hour-
long “Armchair Art Tour,” Mr.
Norris will explore some of these
works, particularly those held by
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Mr. Norris, a former museum
educator and New Jersey resi-
dent, worked at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and the Cloisters

Museum for 20 years. His Arm-
chair Art Tours focus on works
from area museums, as well as
local and world history. Mr. Norris
possesses a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Classics from the Univer-
sity of California at San Diego
and earned his Master of Arts
degree in Classics and Ph.D. in
Art History from the University of
California at Santa Barbara.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Admission to the program
is free and all are welcome. For
information about other upcom-
ing programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Calendar or Upcom-
ing Events.
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