
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-15  Thursday, April 12, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

was that the current Garwood
DPW superintendent was more
loyal to Fanwood, as his “pension
and benefits” were associated
with Fanwood, not Garwood.

In other business, the fire de-
partment budget decreased
roughly $10,000 compared to
last year’s budget, when $77,000
was budgeted, stated Mr.
McCormack.

Ms. Todisco said the fire
department’s budget had not de-
creased from last year, but in-
stead remained flat or just as
funded as it had been in the prior
budget year.

Volunteer firefighter Louis
Petruzzelli said $10,000 is needed
to purchase four uniforms, or
“turnout gear,” used to breach
an active fire.

“When looking at the past few
years (fire budgets), their bud-
get was not spent and around
$10,000 or more went unspent,”
Ms. Todisco said.

Resident Kimberly Salmon
pledged full support to the
borough’s volunteer fire squad.
Ms. Salmon said she noticed
firefighters putting their lives on
the line to save residents’ pets
from a fire that “burned a house
to the ground.”

“The finance committee was
unanimous in deciding to keep it
flat because of how much went
unspent in prior years,” Ms.
Todisco responded.

Mr. McCormack raised concerns
with DPW workers utilizing their
time to assist early stage
Hartman Park construction. Mr.
McCormack said Mr. Lazarow
never made the fact clear to
other council members and asked
if the process would cost the
borough extra money.

Mr. Lazarow said he reported
on the DPW assisting in the
Hartman Park revitalization at
prior meetings.

Ms. Blumenstock said the pro-
cess would not require overtime

pay with the DPW workers plan-
ning their schedules months in
advance.

In other business, Mayor
Lombardo honored John R.
Ropelski, Jr., granting him the
Mayor’s Appreciation Award. Mr.
Ropelski was recognized as an
“Outstanding Pastry Chef/Baker”
by the Garden State Culinary
Arts Awards.

“Jon uses his exceptional craft
at &Grain of Garwood on North
Avenue, where fresh breads are
made daily from essential ingre-
dients with the personal atten-
tion given to each loaf,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mr. Ropelski said his goal is to
“put Garwood on the map” by
having people travel from all over
for his food. A gala awards cer-
emony and reception will be held
on Sunday, April 29, from 5:30
to 9 p.m., at BellWorks in
Holmdel.

ment, which typically is about 30
to 35 years.

Should BDA’s PILOT agreement
pass the committee, BDA hopes
to begin construction in Septem-
ber 2018, and completion could
take about 18 months, Mr.
DiGiovanni told The Leader.

The project does not call for the
addition of a traffic signal at any
intersection with Birchwood Av-
enue. BDA’s traffic expert, Eliza-
beth Dolan, said the car counts
that she took at peak traffic times
were too low to trigger the need
for a traffic signal, a conclusion
that planning board member
Bobbi Anderson agreed with.
However, Ms. Anderson said the
traffic expert was remiss in not
studying traffic on Bloomingdale
Avenue where vehicles commute
on their way to the Garden State
Parkway. The Cranford Police De-
partment recommended a traffic
study be conducted at the inter-

section of Birchwood Avenue and
Bloomingdale Avenue.

Resident Rita LaBrutto said the
traffic study is “lacking” and sug-
gested the township hire its own
traffic expert.

Township Engineer Bill Maisol
said a turning lane should be
considered.

The applicant had agreed to
plant Green Giant arborvitaes,
six feet high, on the property line
where residents of the bordering
Wadsworth Terrace live. The spe-
cies is to grow to a height of
about 30 feet at maturity, land-
scape architect Christopher
Karach said.

Resident Ryan LoForte asked,
“Other areas in Cranford — we
required larger trees like 18 to
20 feet; why not here?”

Mr. LoForte also asked to have
the developer be responsible for
maintaining the arborvitaes for
at least five years instead of two

years as proposed in the rede-
velopment agreement. BDA con-
ceded to the five-year mainte-
nance agreement.

Mr. Karach said the developer
also is agreeing to plant 277
trees on site, which is 66 less
than recommended by the
township’s environmental com-
mission.

The wetlands on the southwest
portion of the property remains
untouched, said Michael Dipple,
the applicant’s engineer.

The buildings in the flood plain
will be “at least three feet above
that potential flood hazard area,”
Mr. Dipple said, noting it is above
three to four feet of the flooding
that occurred in the area during
Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Additional flood-water storage
adjacent to the stream, down-
stream, also is part of the plan,
Mr. Dipple said.

Sidewalks are proposed for the
whole length of Birchwood Av-
enue, Mr. Dipple said. Birchwood
Avenue also is to be elevated up
to one foot.

The board granted a variance
for the signage, which is planned
to sit six feet high off the ground,
where four feet is the maximum
height allowed in the zoning law,
and a design waiver for siding.

The sanitary sewer system will
remain as is, after Mr. Dipple
testified that his study of the
system showed no capacity is-
sues. Ms. LaBrutto said there
was a portion of the pipe that
needed a lining due to poor con-
ditions of the pipe, per the town-
ship engineer’s report provided
during a court hearing with the
previous developer in their
builder’s remedy lawsuit. Mr.
Dipple said he did not study the
condition of the pipe.

Kristen Russell of Maser Con-
sulting, serving as planner to this
board, said the site plan applica-
tion “satisfies all goals and objec-
tives in the redevelopment plan.”

Garwood Eyes Pursuit of Pact

Cranford Capital Budget to Be $3.8 Million,
Birchwood Development PILOT Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed introduc-
ing a capital budget of $3.8 mil-
lion, down from $3.98 million
last year, at its Monday work-
shop meeting.

“I would prefer to see it lower
than that,” Commissioner Patrick
Giblin said.

The capital budget includes
about $600,000 for a fire truck,
an expenditure about which Mr.
Giblin and Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley both had reservations.
The budget also is to earmark
close to a million dollars for an
expansion to the children’s li-
brary. The library is to apply for
state grant money to help cover

the costs for the capital project.
The committee also discussed

bond refinancing. Under the pay-
ment schedule, Chief Financial
Officer Lavona Paterson said in
2018, $318,000 would be due,
and in 2037, $456,000.

“It is still troubling that the
payments towards the end of
this go up,” Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said.

“The interest rates are going
down so it offsets...not com-
pletely,” Ms. Paterson said. She
said the refinance would save
$20,000 per year.

“We borrowed 18 million for
Birchwood...I don’t know what
you are concerned about...this is
a natural part of the debt pay-
ment,” Commissioner Giblin said.

Mayor Hannen also noted that
the Cranford Crossings debt for
the garage operations is close to
half a million dollars. “We are
looking at a $154,000 per year
deficit in the parking garage op-
eration right now and that is
before our rates go up.”

The Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) requested to
the township committee that the
donated funds dedicated to the
Post Office Plaza should be used
to have a design plan for
reconfiguring the area to make it
more conducive to public events.
Last year, the township commit-
tee was not in favor of spending
the money, DMC Chairman An-
thony Durante said, and he said
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