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“Gordon was perfect. That is
the only way to really describe it.
He just went out there and he’s
the type of kid, who just keeps
going. He kept throwing strikes
and Donovan was the same thing.
He went out there and was lights
out,” Connelly expressed.

“Both pitchers were good on
both sides. I thought our pitch-
ing was a little bit better and we
had our best pitcher Gordon on
the mound,” Murphy added.

The Blue Devils’ first opportu-
nity came in the top of the first
inning when Matt McIntyre
yanked a leadoff single and even-
tually moved to third on a pair of
ground outs to second but
Graceffo fanned the next batter.
Designated hitter Jack Cifelli
tapped a leadoff single in the
third but Graceffo got the next
three batters out. The hardest
hit of the game came in the
fourth when Blue Devil Chris
Wagner scorched a low liner to

deep center for a double but he
too was left stranded.

The Blue Devils had another
opportunity in the sixth, McIntyre
drew a leadoff walk and moved
to second on Mike Knapp’s sacri-
fice bunt. A strikeout came next
then Wagner received an inten-
tional walk. Jake Vall-Llobera
stepped to the plate and took a
mighty swing but the ball dropped
just in front of the plate and
catcher Mike McGee grabbed it
and fired to first for the third out.
The Blue Devils tried to get some-
thing going in the 10th when
Andrew Caminiti plunked a one-
out single over first but a strikeout
and a groundout followed.

The final Westfield opportunity
came in the 11th. Knapp curled a
one-out single into shallow
leftfield just under the glove of a
sliding Deandre Fieldhouse. Jake
Lerie grounded to second for the
second out then Wagner received
his second intentional walk.

Donovan managed to baffle Vall-
Llobera with a call of strike three!

As to the intentional walks,
Coach Brewster commented,
“Then the next batter has got to
make the big hit. He’s the guy
who has been in a team situation
and he got up one time and
grounded out, he got up another
time and struck out. It’s a crazy
game of baseball.”

The Cougars also had opportu-
nities beginning with Murphy’s

double to right-center in the first
and walks to Connelly and Mike
Meola to load the bases with two
outs. The next batter grounded
out to second. An attempt to
manufacture a run in the third
was thwarted when Tyler
Szczech, who was hit-by-a-pitch,
moved to second on Murphy’s
sac bunt but was gunned down
heading to third by Hiltz.

Shriner tried to make things
happen in the sixth when he
chopped a two-out single into
right and stole second but the
next batter struck out as he was
attempting to steal third.

The game came very close to
ending in the Cougar ninth.
Murphy tapped a dribbler to third
that Manning just could not get a
grasp on. Shriner walked then
both runners advanced on a pitch
into the dirt [turf]. Another diffi-
cult pitch eluded Vall-Llobera,
the catcher, but he recovered
the ball and threw to Carlone in

time to nail Murphy for the third
out.

“I have seen Cranford play so
many times and they are very
well schooled on the short passed
ball. They scored runs where it
cost us a county game a few
years ago. This time we were
able to make the play because
we got a good movement by the
catcher and the pitcher, instead
of what a lot of pitchers do is wait
and look to see if the guy breaks,
Michael did a good job,” Coach
Brewster said.

Before the exciting finale of the
11th inning, the Cougars threat-
ened again with two outs in the
10th with singles from McGee
and Fieldhouse but the next bat-
ter grounded out to second.
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