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l'ennemi du journaliste

MURPHY SCORES ON CONNELLY’S ‘SQUEEZE’ BUNT; CR’S GRADEFFO, WF’S HILTZ PITCH GEMS

Cougars ‘Squeeze’ 1-0 Victory Over Blue Devils in 11 Innings
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perfection was needed and car-
ried out when Pat Connelly
heeded the call and laid down a
perfect squeeze bunt single as
Mike Murphy came flying home
with the winning run in the bot-
tom of the 11th inning to earn the
Cranford High School baseball
team a 1-0 victory over Westfield
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 5. Obviously the perfor-
mances of all four pitchers who
stepped on the mound were also
close to perfection.

That magic moment was set up
when Murphy, who also doubled
in the first inning, drilled a double
to leftfield off Blue Devil relief
pitcher Mike Carlone then alertly
dashed to third on Jamie Shriner’s
short grounder to third baseman
Matt Manning, who tossed to first
for the out.

“It was a fastball right down the
middle and I knew I just had to
get on base, get into scoring
position, get a win just one run
and I did it. I saw how in it
[grounder] was. I saw that the
third baseman didn’t even check

me so I just went on,” Murphy
explained.

Next with the pressure on,
Connelly managed to bunt the
ball where no one was able to
make a play as Murphy came
gliding home.

“I was expecting the signs for
the squeeze, so when you are
expecting it, it makes it a little
easier but I just try to get it
down. That’s what coach Mac
[Dennis McCaffery] says, just get
it down,” Connelly said.

“I knew he had to get it down.
Once I saw it come off the bat, I
knew I was going to be up stand-
ing,” Murphy described.

But Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster seemed to be aware of

squeeze attempt.
“I heard him say, ‘watch the

squeeze’. If you get it down, it is
almost impossible to defend. Yes
it was a tough pitch to get down
but I got the job done,” Connelly
said.

With 21 zeros posted on the
scoreboard before the only run
was scored, all four pitchers did
indeed perform well, especially
Cougar starting pitcher Gordon
Graceffo and Blue Devil starter
Cory Hiltz. In his eight innings on
the mound, Graceffo allowed
three hits and two walks — one
intentional — while striking out
seven batters. Hiltz tossed seven
innings, allowing two hits, two

walks and a hit batter, while
striking out nine batters. Cougar
Kevin Donovan, in his three in-
nings, yielded two hits and an
intentional walk, while fanning
four batters. Carlone relieved in
the eighth inning and allowed
three hits and a walk, while fan-
ning two batters.

“The pitchers pitched well. They
threw strikes. I don’t know how
many walks in the game, maybe
five which is amazing. I don’t
know how many hits they had,
how many hits we had. We had
opportunities. We had the right
people up. We just couldn’t get
the ball in play. They would throw
it to the plate and watched balls
in the middle of the strike zone,
which is not the way we play,”
Coach Brewster said.
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