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Cranford Planning Board
Passes Birchwood Site Plan

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Birchwood
deal between the township and devel-
oper Birchwood Developers Urban
Renewal Associates LLC (BDA) is
gaining ground after the planning board
unanimously approved BDA’s site plan
application for 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue at just past midnight Thurs-
day. At the behest of Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr., the planning board
decided to continue testimony past its
cutoff time in order to complete the
testimonies of the applicant’s experts,
who included traffic, engineering, ar-
chitect and landscape architect experts.

The property, to be entitled
Birchwood at Cranford, is to house
225 apartments, with 34 of them
deemed affordable. This 34 represents
15 percent, a minimum percentage
municipalities request when a devel-
oper is looking to build a multi-unit
housing complex. There will be 24
two-bedroom, seven three-bedroom
and three one-bedroom affordable
units, and 125 two-bedroom, 51 one-
bedroom and 15 one-bedroom with a
den, market-rate units.

The township, in a judgment after
losing a builder’s remedy lawsuit with
a previous developer of the site, is to
fulfill an affordable-housing obliga-
tion by the end of the year. Plus, the
township has other prior obligations to

fulfill, and a third-round it has yet to
settle. The reduced number of afford-
able-housing units at the Birchwood
property leaves the township deficient
thus far in fulfilling its obligation.

“The township is closer to closing
out the Birchwood phase of our af-
fordable-housing obligation. We are
in contact with the special master to
our plans for fulfilling our obligations.
We are evaluating the impact of the
recent case out of Mercer County on
our current obligation,” Mayor Hannen
told The Westfield Leader. Princeton
and West Windsor last month were
ordered by a Mercer County judge to
provide 753 and 1,500 affordable-
housing units, respectively.

The apartments will be housed
amongst three buildings, each four
stories in height, containing an en-
closed garage on the ground level and
three floors of apartments above. Park-
ing also will be provided in a t-shaped
driveway and along a roadway next to
a grassy area for residents to use as
outdoor space. Total parking will ac-
commodate 436 vehicles, with 317
spaces located underneath each build-
ing, and the remainder placed through-
out the site.

The township committee was ex-
pected to vote on a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) proposal to be submit-
ted by BDA as early as Tuesday, April

Residents Comment on
Wilson Camp, Hockey Rink

Board of Adjustment OK’s
Deck, Two House Additions

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
board of adjustment meeting five ap-
plications were heard, with three ap-
plicants approved and two others
moved to the board’s May meeting.

David and Sylvia Chandler were
approved to construct a deck at their
78 Tamaques Way home. The couple’s
deck application was previously de-
nied, stated Board Chairman Chris
Masciale. In order for the board to
rehear an application it had rejected,
the application must be dramatically
different so it is not considered the
same application.

The applicants were granted vari-
ance relief for maximum building cov-
erage; the proposed coverage was
23.4 percent while the town ordi-
nance allows 20 percent coverage.
The ordinance allows a deck with 22
percent building coverage, while the
proposed was 24.3 percent. Twenty-
four percent maximum building cov-
erage is allowed with a deck and
porch while the applicant sought vari-

ance relief for a proposed 26.5 per-
cent building coverage.

Mr. Masciale stated that the appli-
cation did not seem dramatically dif-
ferent, just “slimmed down.” He said
the applicants were still seeking the
same three variances, just under
“slimmed-down” guidelines.

Board member Robert Bonacchio
said the board of adjustment consid-
ers a 1 to 3 percent change a major
difference or deciding factor to ap-
prove or disapprove many applica-
tions. Mr. Bonacchio said the 20-
percent decrease or alterations in to-
tal coverage in the present applica-
tion can be deemed a dramatic change
or enough to analyze the application
separately.

Mr. Masciale was the only board
member to vote against hearing the
revised application.

Mr. Chandler said the deck will
assist his family in enjoying the park
views and his backyard without cre-
ating a hazardous situation for his
young children to walk down nine

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission conducted its Monday
meeting in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room due to
the large number of residents who
attended the meeting to express their
concerns about the decision not to
offer Playground Camp at Wilson
Elementary School, misgivings about
the lack of a firm timeline for the
creation of the Parks Master Plan and
support for a proposal to install a
temporary ice hockey rink on the bas-
ketball courts at Gumbert Park.

According to Board of Education
President Gretchan Ohlig, the school
board’s Facilities Committee ac-
cepted Wilson School Principal Jo-
seph Malanga’s recommendation and
asked the recreation commission not
to conduct a Summer Playground
Camp program at Wilson School this
summer because more than 100 spe-
cial-education students will be using

the school’s facilities as part of their
extended school year program.

Ms. Ohlig expressed sympathy for
the Wilson parents and their children
who would, of course, prefer to at-
tend camp at their “home school,” but
explained that because of the en-
hanced security protocols that are now
required, the school board had deter-
mined it would be better not to have
the “open” program at Wilson this
year. Ms. Ohlig promised to take the
parents’ feedback to the board for
reconsideration.

During the public portion of the
meeting Hugh McGuire, president of
the Westfield Lacrosse Club, stated
that more than 3,000 Westfield stu-
dent athletes have been unable to
begin their spring lacrosse and base-
ball seasons because of the poor con-
ditions of the playing fields and asked
what, if any, progress had been made
towards beginning the process of pre-
paring the Parks Master Plan, which
will include an evaluation of the now-
delayed proposal to install turf fields
at Tamaques Park.

According to Recreation Director
Don Bogardus, the parks plan cannot
begin until the town council has started
its master plan, and there has been
“no forward movement” in the last
month. Councilman Michael Dardia

explained that the first steps would
likely be taken after the adoption of
the 2018 municipal budget. Mr.
Bogardus noted that both bike trails
and a skateboard park would be on
the “wish list” for the master plan.

Kenneth Anderson, the owner of
the Union Sports Arena, presented
schematics of a proposed temporary
ice-hockey rink that he would like to
install at the Gumbert basketball
courts. According to Mr. Anderson,
there has been an enormous growth in
the number of area residents of all
ages interested in playing ice hockey
and his current facility on Route 22 in
Union cannot accommodate the de-
mand.

He noted that more than 60 stu-
dents, both male and female, cur-
rently play for Westfield High School,
and more than a third of his current
customers are from the Westfield area.
He would like to install, at no cost to
the town, an NHL-size rink with trailer
mounted chillers, a tented changing
area, and a Zamboni storage area.
The facility would operate from mid
October to March, from approxi-
mately 3:30 to 10 p.m. on weekdays
and from approximately 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. on weekends.

Several members of the Westfield
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOLUMN MOMENT..Westfield MLK Committee member Lydia Kaplan reads
during  last  Wednesday’s vigil last week marking the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. The program was held at the Westfield
MLK memorial.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GONE TO THE DOGS...The Westfield Town Council approved an ordinance
that bans the sale of dogs from puppy mills. Stephanie Earl, owner of Furrylicious
in White Hill Station, and Jeff Morton, president of Shake A Paw, are seated in
the corner spoke in opposition of the ordinance. Debra Branch of Westfield,  seated
on the stool on right, spoke in favor of the new ordinance.

Westfield Council 8-0 Vote Bans
Sale of Pets From Puppy Mills

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — More than a dozen
people for and against passing an ordi-
nance banning the sale of puppies or
kittens taken from commercial breed-
ers, also called puppy mills, came out to
the town council meeting Tuesday and
spoke in hopes of swaying the govern-
ing body in its vote. The mayor and
council voted 8 to 0 to pass the ordi-
nance. The ordinance restricts the retail
sale of puppies or kittens to only those
that are sourced from shelters or rescue

organizations.
Brian Hackett, NJ state director of

the United States Humane Society, said
he represents 200 Westfield residents
who were in support of the ordinance.

Those people who spoke in favor of
the ordinance cited reasons such as the
animals from commercial breeders are
provided with only survival standards,
live in tight cages, are not groomed,
have health problems, are infested with
parasites, and are continually being bred
without rest, among other inhumane
practices.

Those people who came out and
spoke in opposition to the ordinance
were mostly pet store owners from
across the state who rebuffed the gross
details of substandard care. They said
pet stores provide a service to people
who want to ensure their pet is healthy
and to know where they are bred, among
other reasons.

Deborah Branch of Westfield, who
oversees regulations for the ASPCA in
New Jersey, said her Girl Scout Daisy
troop sent letters to the town council in
support of the ordinance. Ms. Branch
said the owner of Shake A Paw, the
largest pet store in New Jersey, had
been fined $25,000 for failure to dis-
close the origins of his dogs.

Owner and President of Shake A
Paw, Jeff Morton, called out Mayor
Shelley Brindle, saying she is in viola-
tion of the local ethics law by voting on
this ordinance because she has volun-
teered her and her family’s time in
rescuing dogs.

It also was noted by supporters of the
ordinance that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture has failed in its
ability to inspect breeders.

In the conference session prior to the
regular meeting, the mayor and council
heard a proposal by the owner of Union
Sports Arena to set up a temporary, full-
size ice rink on the basketball courts of
Gumbert Park from November to Feb-
ruary to provide ice time to local hockey
clubs, as well as open it for recreational
skating. The proposal was to go before
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee for discussion of more de-
tails of the plan.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC) was given
the thumbs up to hold FestiFall this
year. Changes to the fair will include
relocation of the Kids Zone to the North
Avenue train station parking lot, an
Artists Alley containing tables set up
for local artists to sell their wares, a
space for the Westfield Experience that
will have information pertaining to the
town, and some more openness to al-
low easier access to storefronts.

The Westfield Farmers Market is to
change its location from the South Av-
enue train station lot to the North Av-
enue train station lot. The farmers mar-
ket will open the first Saturday in June.
It will take up the parking section be-
tween the Christmas tree and 250 North
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TRIBUTE TO DR. KING...Westfield held a vigil last Wednesday to mark the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. The program was held at the Westfield MLK memorial on South Avenue.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOCKEY, ANYONE?...Kenneth Anderson, the owner of the Union Sports
Arena, is proposing to put a temporary ice hockey rink on the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park at no cost to the Town of Westfield.
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10, Mayor Hannen told The Leader.
Once approved, BDA is expected to
sign the contractual agreement to pur-
chase the property from the township,
Tony DiGiovanni, a developer for
BDA, told The Leader.

BDA has an urban renewal status
which qualifies the developer to pro-
pose a long-term tax abatement, which
typically is about 30 to 35 years.

Should BDA’s PILOT agreement
pass the committee, BDA hopes to
begin construction in September 2018,
and completion could take about 18
months, Mr. DiGiovanni told The
Leader.

The project does not call for the
addition of a traffic signal at any
intersection with Birchwood Avenue.
BDA’s traffic expert, Elizabeth
Dolan, said the car counts that she
took at peak traffic times were too
low to trigger the need for a traffic
signal, a conclusion that planning
board member Bobbi Anderson
agreed with. However, Ms. Ander-
son said the traffic expert was remiss
in not studying traffic on
Bloomingdale Avenue where ve-
hicles commute on their way to the
Garden State Parkway. The Cran-
ford Police Department recom-
mended a traffic study be conducted
at the intersection of Birchwood Av-
enue and Bloomingdale Avenue.

Resident Rita LaBrutto said the traf-
fic study is “lacking” and suggested
the township hire its own traffic ex-
pert.

Township Engineer Bill Maisol said
a turning lane should be considered.

The applicant had agreed to plant
Green Giant arborvitaes, six feet high,
on the property line where residents of
the bordering Wadsworth Terrace live.
The species is to grow to a height of
about 30 feet at maturity, landscape
architect Christopher Karach said.

Resident Ryan LoForte asked,
“Other areas in Cranford — we re-
quired larger trees like 18 to 20 feet;
why not here?”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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steps to ground level.
Board member Carla Bonacci said

the deck design proposed had nine
stairs as well, so she did not under-
stand how the applicant could claim
the current stairs as “a hardship.”

The deck will have a dining table
for barbecues with no interference to
neighbors’ views, stated Mr. Chan-
dler.

Mr. Chandler said the utility and
enjoyment the deck will provide his
family will outweigh any detrimental
effects the deck will cause to the
neighborhood or existing structure,
which he considered none.

Sean McAleer, who designed the
deck for the applicant, said he de-
signs decks to fit their associated struc-
tures while keeping a fitting aesthetic
to the neighborhood.

Mr. Chandler said more homes are
being built in his neighborhood which
will have similar decks.

“I am at a loss. What would the
board suggest as an appropriate size
for my deck?” said Mrs. Chandler.

Mrs. Chandler said the process has
been going on for a year, while she
just wants to enjoy her backyard.

“I do understand your frustration,”
Mr. Masciale said.

Mr. Masciale said the height from
the rear door to access the backyard
was a challenging factor for the appli-
cant. Proper depth to the park with no
hindrance on neighbors was another
factor in the applicants’ favor, stated
Mr. Masciale.

Board member Eldy Pavon said
the applicants have been hindered in
enjoying their home, and that with the
deck nicely designed there should not
be a problem with a board approval.

Board member Frank Fortino said
the deck’s height will be undeniably
noticed by park visitors and remained
a factor on why he would not support
an approval.

The application was approved, al-
though board members Mr. Fortino
and Ms. Bonacci voted against it.

Thomas and Emily Reichart, of 420
Colonial Avenue, were unanimously
approved to construct a first-floor
and second-floor addition.

Sabrina Kelner and Simon Kelner,
of 315 Kimball Avenue, were unani-
mously approved to construct a one-
story addition.

Hockey Club expressed their support
for the proposal and indicated they
would partner with Mr. Anderson and
Union Sports Arena to insure that the
facility will be an asset to the commu-
nity. The members of the recreation
commission expressed their support
for the project, which will now go
before the town council.

In other business, the commission
unanimously voted to support the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library’s plan to install free book
kiosks in town parks, the train station
and the Memorial Pool. The kiosks
would be similar to the one that was
installed by the Girl Scouts on East
Broad Street.

Mr. Bogardus provided updates on
the status of summer staff and life-
guard hiring and reminded the public
that the deadline for renewal of Me-
morial Pool memberships is Thurs-
day, April 12, and that online registra-
tion is available for both the pool and
the Summer Playground Camp. Many
new programs will be offered this
summer including swim lessons for
children ages 3 to 5 years old, yoga
and paddle boarding.

Mr. LoForte also asked to have the
developer be responsible for main-
taining the arborvitaes for at least five
years instead of two years as proposed
in the redevelopment agreement. BDA
conceded to the five-year maintenance
agreement.

Mr. Karach said the developer also
is agreeing to plant 277 trees on site,
which is 66 less than recommended by
the township’s environmental com-
mission.

The wetlands on the southwest por-
tion of the property remains untouched,
said Michael Dipple, the applicant’s
engineer.

The buildings in the flood plain will
be “at least three feet above that poten-
tial flood hazard area,” Mr. Dipple
said, noting it is above three to four
feet of the flooding that occurred in the
area during Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Additional flood-water storage ad-
jacent to the stream, downstream, also
is part of the plan, Mr. Dipple said.

Sidewalks are proposed for the
whole length of Birchwood Avenue,
Mr. Dipple said. Birchwood Avenue
also is to be elevated up to one foot.

The board granted a variance for the
signage, which is planned to sit six feet
high off the ground, where four feet is
the maximum height allowed in the
zoning law, and a design waiver for
siding.

The sanitary sewer system will re-
main as is, after Mr. Dipple testified
that his study of the system showed no
capacity issues. Ms. LaBrutto said there
was a portion of the pipe that needed a
lining due to poor conditions of the
pipe, per the township engineer’s re-
port provided during a court hearing
with the previous developer in their
builder’s remedy lawsuit. Mr. Dipple
said he did not study the condition of
the pipe.

Kristen Russell of Maser Consult-
ing, serving as planner to this board,
said the site plan application “satisfies
all goals and objectives in the redevel-
opment plan.”
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Garwood Eyes Pursuit Of
Pact With Roselle Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough council on
Tuesday night decided to pursue a con-
versation with Roselle Park on a De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
shared-service agreement. The discus-
sion will take place before the next
council meeting later this month.

Mayor Lombardo commissioned
Streets and Roads Sub-Committee
Chairwoman and Council President
Jennifer Blumenstock, Councilman
Joseph Sarno and Finance Committee
Chairwoman and Councilwoman Sara
Todisco to meet with Roselle Park offi-
cials.

Although he is open to hearing about
other possible shared-service opportu-
nities, Mayor Lombardo said he will
continue on path assuming the shared-
services agreement will be finalized
with Fanwood.

“We both agree in principle that we
should move forward for another three
years. We both would like our council
committees to enhance the shared-ser-
vice agreement by adding street sweep-
ing,” said Mayor Lombardo, discuss-
ing his recent meeting with Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Mayor Lombardo said he believes
Roselle Park is “fishing” to see what
type of shared-service agreement the
borough has with Fanwood. Mayor
Lombardo said he wanted the Garwood
council to note that Roselle Park cur-
rently does not have a DPW superin-
tendent.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was elected to represent the
residents, suggesting he favors pursu-
ing all options on the residents’ behalf.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process to
finalize a negotiation could take six
months. She said she was hesitant to-
wards pursuing a Roselle Park shared-
service agreement because Roselle Park
does not have a current DPW superin-
tendent.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said he
would not be opposed to considering
an alternative shared-service agreement,
but it does convey a “sense we are
unhappy” (with the existing Fanwood
agreement).

Ms. Blumenstock said other vari-
ables must be considered. “Let’s say the
price is better,” she said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the quality in
service or other factors fostering a ben-

eficial relationship may or may not
exist. She said she wanted council mem-
bers to realize there is an “unknown”
when working with a new municipality.

Mr. McCormack said Fanwood
should not be offended that the borough
is entertaining other shared-service
agreements, as the agreements could be
revisited every three to four years just
like elected officials can be reelected.

Mayor Lombardo said the Fanwood
superintendent had previously worked
with Garwood so the relationship had
already existed for three years before
the shared-service relationship between
the two towns had begun.

Ms. Todisco said the Fanwood
shared-service agreement has saved the
borough $200,000 over the last three
years.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu said
having a superintendent with a “fully-
vested interest” in both towns could
help Garwood. Mr. Mathieu said
Garwood and Roselle Park should se-
lect a shared superintendent together.

Mr. Mathieu said his opinion was
that the current Garwood DPW super-
intendent was more loyal to Fanwood,
as his “pension and benefits” were as-
sociated with Fanwood, not Garwood.

In other business, the fire department
budget decreased roughly $10,000 com-
pared to last year’s budget, when
$77,000 was budgeted, stated Mr.
McCormack.

Ms. Todisco said the fire department’s
budget had not decreased from last
year, but instead remained flat or just as
funded as it had been in the prior budget
year.

Volunteer firefighter Louis Petruzzelli
said $10,000 is needed to purchase four
uniforms, or “turnout gear,” used to
breach an active fire.

“When looking at the past few years
(fire budgets), their budget was not
spent and around $10,000 or more went
unspent,” Ms. Todisco said.

Resident Kimberly Salmon pledged
full support to the borough’s volunteer
fire squad. Ms. Salmon said she noticed
firefighters putting their lives on the
line to save residents’ pets from a fire
that “burned a house to the ground.”

“The finance committee was unani-
mous in deciding to keep it flat because
of how much went unspent in prior
years,” Ms. Todisco responded.

Mr. McCormack raised concerns with
DPW workers utilizing their time to
assist early stage Hartman Park con-
struction. Mr. McCormack said Mr.
Lazarow never made the fact clear to
other council members and asked if the
process would cost the borough extra
money.

Mr. Lazarow said he reported on the
DPW assisting in the Hartman Park
revitalization at prior meetings.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process
would not require overtime pay with
the DPW workers planning their sched-
ules months in advance.

In other business, Mayor Lombardo
honored John R. Ropelski, Jr., granting
him the Mayor’s Appreciation Award.
Mr. Ropelski was recognized as an
“Outstanding Pastry Chef/Baker” by
the Garden State Culinary Arts Awards.

“Jon uses his exceptional craft at
&Grain of Garwood on North Avenue,
where fresh breads are made daily from
essential ingredients with the personal
attention given to each loaf,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mr. Ropelski said his goal is to “put
Garwood on the map” by having people
travel from all over for his food. A gala
awards ceremony and reception will be
held on Sunday, April 29, from 5:30 to
9 p.m., at BellWorks in Holmdel.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DISCUSSING POST OFFICE PLAZA...Cranford Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) Director Gabe Bailer, standing left, DMC Chairman Anthony
Durante, standing right, asks township committee Monday to give the approval to
use donations for Post Office Plaza to redesign the plaza to make it more conducive
to events. See story on Page 3.
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Puppy Mills
Avenue on Saturdays. The move is to
encourage more vendors and promote
the downtown, GWACC Executive
Director Gene Jannotti said.

An ordinance was adopted to estab-
lish a cap bank in the amount of
$321,556. The state’s cap bank law
enables a town to tap into the cap bank
thus exceeding the 2 percent cap on
property taxes after banking (on paper)
amounts below the cap in previous
years budgets, such as in 2018.

The Department of Public Works
will continue to perform curbside
pickup of brush that resulted from
downed limbs and trees due to the
recent snowstorms, and the town’s
website is to be updated daily on the
brush pickup schedule.

Mayor Brindle said Tuesday was her
100th day serving as mayor. She tallied
up a list of accomplishments that in-
cluded an enhanced Green Team, a
transparent volunteer process, and a
new intern program.

Mayor Brindle also has joined the
Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG),
founded by former New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and former
Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, aimed
at supporting common-sense laws that
reduce gun violence and save lives,
according to everytown.org.

The Green Team is to apply for a
grant to add more recycling opportuni-
ties at the conservation center that would
allow for recycling of plastic toys,
clothes, light bulbs, batteries and mat-
tresses.

This could help alleviate some of the
burden on residents to dispose of bulky
waste items since the town received no
bids for its bulky waste request for
proposal. The town is to resubmit the
bid. The lack of bidders is evidence of
the growing cost to recycle, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said.

Cranford Passes Birchwood
Property Resolution

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – After much review
and discussion over a multitude of meet-
ings, the township committee adopted
a resolution at Tuesday evening’s pub-
lic meeting that will provide taxpayer
relief through the dedication of tax
abatement revenues to the Township of
Cranford public schools.

According to the resolution, on De-
cember 9, 2011 the State Superior Court,
Union County, ordered the township to
permit an inclusionary 360-unit devel-
opment at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.
After this time, the township commit-
tee, drafting the resolution, thought it a
means to reduce the impact that the
200-to-300 unit development would
have on Cranford’s taxpayers through
the large increase of population con-
suming municipal services and public
school resources.

In early February of 2017 the town-
ship acquired the property and on April
26, 2017 designated the property as a
non-condemnation area in need of re-
development, declaring the it the loca-
tion of a 225-unit inclusionary devel-
opment of the property. From this the
Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal
Associates, LLC (BDURA) was formed
for the purposes of redeveloping the
land pursuant to the approved redevel-
opment plan.

According to the resolution, BDURA
will be working with the Cranford public
schools to develop a “fair and equitable”
formula to allocate the Cranford Public
Schools a portion of Payments In Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) to “reduce the impact
that the project may have on the taxpay-
ers by distributing to the Cranford Public
Schools a portion of the PILOT the
township shall receive pursuant to the
proposed tax exemption under the Long
Term Tax Exemption Law.”

In other business, a second and final
ordinance to refund monies from a 2006
bond structure was also passed.

According to Commissioner Mary
O’Connor, the ordinance is structured to
save the township over $500,000 in
bond payments over  20 years.

It was announced that between April
1 through April 21 a Distracted Driving
Campaign would be launched within
the township to further deter drivers in
Cranford to talking on the cell phone
and texting while driving.

In addition, a proclamation was read
in honor of the 106th birthday of Cran-
ford resident Kurt Steiner. All members
of the township committee wished Mr.
Steiner a happy birthday.

The next Cranford Township Com-
mittee meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. It will be held
at the Cranford Municipal Building at 8
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.
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Zoning Bd. OK’s St. Bart’s
Garage Construction

Six Newcomers Seeking Three
Council Seats in November

Planning Board Approves New
Development on Westfield Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Control of
the township council will be at stake
in November, with six candidates new
to the political scene vying for the
three seats up for grabs.

The council presently is composed

of three Republicans and two Demo-
crats, and none of the three incum-
bents whose terms end this year —
Republican Llewellyn Jones and
Democrats Rose Checchio and John
Del Sordi, Jr. — are seeking new
four-year terms. Mr. Jones was first
elected in 2013 to fill the final year of
an unexpired term before winning a
full term in 2014, the same year that
Mrs. Checchio and Mr. Del Sordi
were first elected.

The Democratic candidates are
Joshua Losardo, an attorney who has
been involved in local youth baseball
and soccer leagues as well as the
Jewish Community Center; Elizabeth
Stamler, a lifelong township resident
who has been an assistant superinten-
dent of weights and measures for
Union County since 2010; and Roshan
White, a former Marine and Gulf War
veteran and member of the United
Association of Plumbers who has been
involved in local youth sports leagues.

Councilman Del Sordi, who is
chairman of the township Democratic
Party, said his candidates “will bring
common-sense solutions” to the coun-
cil and “work to reduce the costs of
essential services and improve the
delivery of those services to Scotch
Plains.”

The three Republicans seeking

council seats are Andrew
Bondarowicz, an attorney who cur-
rently is president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Soccer Association; Sonali
Dalvi, an architect and a former mem-
ber of the downtown redevelopment
committee who is now an alternate
member of the planning board, and
Jeff Kowalczyk, a local business
owner who recently formed a group
of parents to focus on safety and
mental health issues in the schools.

Mayor Alexander Smith, the Re-
publican Party chairman, spoke of
the “good momentum going on in
downtown redevelopment, school
safety, fiscal responsibility and recre-
ation,” and said he believes his candi-
dates “are the right people to con-
tinue this momentum.”

The Republicans need to win one
of the three available seats to retain
the majority on the council while the
Democrats, if they swept all three
races, would regain the control they
lost after the 2016 election. Regard-
less of who wins in November, the
council on January 1, 2019 will have
combined governing experience to-
taling four years — two years each
for Mayor Smith and Councilman
Ted Spera. The current council has
nearly 13½ years of combined expe-
rience.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week gave
its unanimous approval to an applica-
tion by St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church to demolish
an existing garage, construct a new
four-car and a new three-car garage
and add new parking spaces.

The existing five-car garage adja-
cent to the church rectory will be
razed and replaced by 18 new park-
ing spaces. A driveway will be in-
stalled to the left of the rectory that
will lead to a four-car garage situated
behind the rectory building and be
used by the priests. A second garage
adjacent to the tennis courts will be
used to store church vehicles.

The process, Father John Paladino,
pastor, told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times after the hearing, is part
of the church’s efforts to beautify and
upgrade its Westfield Avenue prop-
erty. The church also is planning to
repave its main parking lots.

In other business, the board gave
its approval to an application by

homeowners seeking to install a pool
and outdoor pavilion on their prop-
erty. George and Shari Erasmus sought
to put in an in-ground pool measuring
about 40 feet long and 22 feet wide at
the rear of their home at 20 Pheasant
Lane, and also to construct a pavilion
adjacent to the pool for grilling and
dining.

At the first hearing in March, the
board delayed final action on the ap-
plication due to concerns about what
some members felt was an incom-
plete set of drawings and renderings
of the proposed pool and pavilion.
During the March 1 hearing, architect
Raymond O’Brien showed a render-
ing of the pavilion, the 726 square
feet of which was lower than in docu-
ments the board had earlier been pro-
vided. There also was some confu-
sion over the exact location of the
pavilion. Additionally, some board
members expressed a desire to see
more details on planned landscaping
around the pool and pavilion.

After engineer Catherine Mueller
presented the board with the requested

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday unanimously
approved a major subdivision appli-
cation that will result in seven new
single-family homes and a new cul-
de-sac street off Westfield Avenue.

Ascot Partners LLC will raze two
existing homes and garages on adja-
cent properties at 2216 and 2222
Westfield Avenue, combine those lots
into a 1.6-acre parcel and then build
seven new homes facing a newly-
built street that will service the devel-

opment. The new neighborhood will
be surrounded by existing single-fam-
ily homes on Westfield Avenue,
Westfield Road and Evergreen Av-
enue, and a number of homeowners
from those streets attended Monday’s
hearing to express their concerns
about the development’s impact on
their own properties.

“I don’t like this application,” board
member Jeffrey Strauss admitted prior
to the application’s approval. He com-
plained about the seven homes being
“shoehorned in” among a dozen or so
existing residences and the increased

density that will result.
Earlier, engineer Thomas Quinn

said the seven new lots would range
in size from about 5,000 square feet
to about 9,500 square feet, with build-
ing footprints of 1,500 square feet to
2,300 square feet. The new street will
run along the southern edge of the
property, next to the rear yards of
homes that front on Westfield Road
and end in a cul-de-sac. Trees will be
planted along the road to shield it
from the Westfield Road properties
and, after comments from those
homeowners, Ascot Partners agreed
to also install a chain-link fence at the
rear of certain of those properties. A
sidewalk also will be installed in front
of the new homes.

A primary concern of some of the
dozen or so residents who spoke to
the board was the potential for in-
creased flooding. Mr. Quinn explained
that an underground water detention
basin will be installed under the new
street to move rainwater into the main
storm drain under Westfield Avenue.
The rears of the new properties also
will have drainage systems installed
underground to assist in handling
storm-water runoff. The engineer
called the property “a challenging
site” due to its flatness, meaning grav-
ity will be of minimal help in direct-
ing rainwater to its desired gathering
spot.

Several residents also expressed
concern about the displacement of
wildlife — specifically deer — once
the development is built and replaces
the large wooded area at the rear of
the two existing properties.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING DAY IS NEAR...The area's youth baseball leagues will get underway
this weekend, and a few budding ballplayers began warming up last weekend at
Memorial Field in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING GOLF SWINGS IN...Despite chilly weekend temperatures, a few golfers still chose to hit the links at Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOU GO, GIRLS!...Enthusiastic Girl Scouts wait for commuter customers at the
Fanwood Train Station on Monday evening. And yes, the photographer bought
some cookies, too.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TRIBUTE TO DR. KING...Westfield held a vigil last Wednesday to mark the
50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The program
was held at the Westfield MLK memorial on South Avenue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE WILL NEVER FORGET...Westfield MLK committee member Elizabeth
Wolf speaks during  last  Wednesday’s vigil marking the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The program was held at the
Westfield MLK memorial.

Garwood Eyes Pursuit Of
Pact With Roselle Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough council
on Tuesday night decided to pursue a
conversation with Roselle Park on a
Department of Public Works (DPW)
shared-service agreement. The dis-
cussion will take place before the
next council meeting later this month.

Mayor Lombardo commissioned
Streets and Roads Sub-Committee
Chairwoman and Council President
Jennifer Blumenstock, Councilman
Joseph Sarno and Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman and Councilwoman
Sara Todisco to meet with Roselle
Park officials.

Although he is open to hearing
about other possible shared-service
opportunities, Mayor Lombardo said
he will continue on path assuming the
shared-services agreement will be fi-
nalized with Fanwood.

“We both agree in principle that we
should move forward for another three
years. We both would like our council
committees to enhance the shared-
service agreement by adding street

sweeping,” said Mayor Lombardo,
discussing his recent meeting with
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Mayor Lombardo said he believes
Roselle Park is “fishing” to see what
type of shared-service agreement the
borough has with Fanwood. Mayor
Lombardo said he wanted the
Garwood council to note that Roselle
Park currently does not have a DPW
superintendent.

Councilman Richard McCormack
said he was elected to represent the
residents, suggesting he favors pur-
suing all options on the residents’
behalf.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process
to finalize a negotiation could take
six months. She said she was hesitant
towards pursuing a Roselle Park
shared-service agreement because
Roselle Park does not have a current
DPW superintendent.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said he
would not be opposed to considering
an alternative shared-service agree-
ment, but it does convey a “sense we
are unhappy” (with the existing Fan-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOCKEY, ANYONE?...Kenneth Anderson, the owner of the Union Sports
Arena, is proposing to put a temporary ice hockey rink on the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park at no cost to the Town of Westfield.

Residents Comment on
Wilson Camp, Hockey Rink

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission conducted its Monday
meeting in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room due to
the large number of residents who
attended the meeting to express their
concerns about the decision not to
offer Playground Camp at Wilson
Elementary School, misgivings about
the lack of a firm timeline for the
creation of the Parks Master Plan and
support for a proposal to install a
temporary ice hockey rink on the bas-
ketball courts at Gumbert Park.

According to Board of Education
President Gretchan Ohlig, the school
board’s Facilities Committee ac-
cepted Wilson School Principal Jo-
seph Malanga’s recommendation and
asked the recreation commission not
to conduct a Summer Playground
Camp program at Wilson School this
summer because more than 100 spe-
cial-education students will be using
the school’s facilities as part of their
extended school year program.

Ms. Ohlig expressed sympathy for
the Wilson parents and their children
who would, of course, prefer to at-
tend camp at their “home school,” but
explained that because of the en-
hanced security protocols that are now
required, the school board had deter-
mined it would be better not to have
the “open” program at Wilson this
year. Ms. Ohlig promised to take the
parents’ feedback to the board for
reconsideration.

During the public portion of the
meeting Hugh McGuire, president of
the Westfield Lacrosse Club, stated
that more than 3,000 Westfield stu-
dent athletes have been unable to
begin their spring lacrosse and base-
ball seasons because of the poor con-
ditions of the playing fields and asked
what, if any, progress had been made
towards beginning the process of pre-
paring the Parks Master Plan, which
will include an evaluation of the now-
delayed proposal to install turf fields
at Tamaques Park.

According to Recreation Director
Don Bogardus, the parks plan cannot
begin until the town council has started
its master plan, and there has been
“no forward movement” in the last
month. Councilman Michael Dardia
explained that the first steps would
likely be taken after the adoption of
the 2018 municipal budget. Mr.
Bogardus noted that both bike trails
and a skateboard park would be on
the “wish list” for the master plan.

Kenneth Anderson, the owner of
the Union Sports Arena, presented
schematics of a proposed temporary
ice-hockey rink that he would like to

install at the Gumbert basketball courts.
According to Mr. Anderson, there has
been an enormous growth in the num-
ber of area residents of all ages inter-
ested in playing ice hockey and his
current facility on Route 22 in Union
cannot accommodate the demand.

He noted that more than 60 stu-
dents, both male and female, cur-
rently play for Westfield High School,
and more than a third of his current
customers are from the Westfield area.
He would like to install, at no cost to
the town, an NHL-size rink with trailer
mounted chillers, a tented changing
area, and a Zamboni storage area.
The facility would operate from mid
October to March, from approxi-
mately 3:30 to 10 p.m. on weekdays
and from approximately 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. on weekends.

Several members of the Westfield
Hockey Club expressed their support
for the proposal and indicated they
would partner with Mr. Anderson and
Union Sports Arena to insure that the
facility will be an asset to the commu-
nity. The members of the recreation
commission expressed their support
for the project, which will now go
before the town council.

In other business, the commission
unanimously voted to support the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library’s plan to install free book
kiosks in town parks, the train station
and the Memorial Pool. The kiosks
would be similar to the one that was
installed by the Girl Scouts on East
Broad Street.

Mr. Bogardus provided updates on
the status of summer staff and life-
guard hiring and reminded the public
that the deadline for renewal of Me-
morial Pool memberships is Thurs-
day, April 12, and that online registra-
tion is available for both the pool and
the Summer Playground Camp. Many
new programs will be offered this
summer including swim lessons for
children ages 3 to 5 years old, yoga
and paddle boarding.
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Board of Adjustment OK’s
Deck, Two House Additions

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
board of adjustment meeting five appli-
cations were heard, with three appli-
cants approved and two others moved
to the board’s May meeting.

David and Sylvia Chandler were ap-
proved to construct a deck at their 78
Tamaques Way home. The couple’s deck
application was previously denied, stated
Board Chairman Chris Masciale. In or-
der for the board to rehear an application
it had rejected, the application must be
dramatically different so it is not consid-
ered the same application.

The applicants were granted vari-
ance relief for maximum building cov-
erage; the proposed coverage was 23.4
percent while the town ordinance al-
lows 20 percent coverage. The ordi-
nance allows a deck with 22 percent
building coverage, while the proposed
was 24.3 percent. Twenty-four percent
maximum building coverage is allowed
with a deck and porch while the appli-
cant sought variance relief for a pro-
posed 26.5 percent building coverage.

Mr. Masciale stated that the applica-
tion did not seem dramatically differ-
ent, just “slimmed down.” He said the
applicants were still seeking the same
three variances, just under “slimmed-
down” guidelines.

Board member Robert Bonacchio
said the board of adjustment considers
a 1 to 3 percent change a major differ-
ence or deciding factor to approve or
disapprove many applications. Mr.
Bonacchio said the 20-percent decrease
or alterations in total coverage in the
present application can be deemed a
dramatic change or enough to analyze
the application separately.

Mr. Masciale was the only board
member to vote against hearing the
revised application.

Mr. Chandler said the deck will assist
his family in enjoying the park views
and his backyard without creating a
hazardous situation for his young chil-

dren to walk down nine steps to ground
level.

Board member Carla Bonacci said
the deck design proposed had nine stairs
as well, so she did not understand how
the applicant could claim the current
stairs as “a hardship.”

The deck will have a dining table for
barbecues with no interference to neigh-
bors’ views, stated Mr. Chandler.

Mr. Chandler said the utility and
enjoyment the deck will provide his
family will outweigh any detrimental
effects the deck will cause to the neigh-
borhood or existing structure, which he
considered none.

Sean McAleer, who designed the
deck for the applicant, said he designs
decks to fit their associated structures
while keeping a fitting aesthetic to the
neighborhood.

Mr. Chandler said more homes are
being built in his neighborhood which
will have similar decks.

“I am at a loss. What would the board
suggest as an appropriate size for my
deck?” said Mrs. Chandler.

Mrs. Chandler said the process has
been going on for a year, while she just
wants to enjoy her backyard.

“I do understand your frustration,”
Mr. Masciale said.

Mr. Masciale said the height from the
rear door to access the backyard was a
challenging factor for the applicant.
Proper depth to the park with no hin-
drance on neighbors was another factor
in the applicants’ favor, stated Mr.
Masciale.

Board member Eldy Pavon said the
applicants have been hindered in en-
joying their home, and that with the
deck nicely designed there should not
be a problem with a board approval.

Board member Frank Fortino said the
deck’s height will be undeniably noticed
by park visitors and remained a factor on
why he would not support an approval.

The application was approved, al-
though board members Mr. Fortino and
Ms. Bonacci voted against it.

Westfield Votes 8 to 0 to Ban
Sale of Pets From Puppy Mills

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garage
revised sketches, the Erasmuses’ ap-
plication was approved by a 6-to-0
vote.

At its April 5 meeting, the board
also gave its approval to an applica-
tion by Domenic DiCarlo and Heather
Neilan to install a six-foot-high fence
along the side yard of their home at
328 Park View Drive. Mr. DiCarlo
noted that the property is on a corner
with no actual back yard but “a decent
side yard” that he wanted to fence in
for the safety of their young daughter.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — More than a dozen
people for and against passing an
ordinance banning the sale of pup-
pies or kittens taken from commer-
cial breeders, also called puppy mills,
came out to the town council meeting
Tuesday and spoke in hopes of sway-
ing the governing body in its vote.
The mayor and council voted 8 to 0 to
pass the ordinance. The ordinance
restricts the retail sale of puppies or
kittens to only those that are sourced
from shelters or rescue organizations.

Brian Hackett, NJ state director of
the United States Humane Society,
said he represents 200 Westfield resi-
dents who were in support of the
ordinance.

Those people who spoke in favor
of the ordinance cited reasons such as
the animals from commercial breed-
ers are provided with only survival

standards, live in tight cages, are not
groomed, have health problems, are
infested with parasites, and are con-
tinually being bred without rest,
among other inhumane practices.

Those people who came out and
spoke in opposition to the ordinance
were mostly pet store owners from
across the state who rebuffed the gross
details of substandard care. They said
pet stores provide a service to people
who want to ensure their pet is healthy
and to know where they are bred,
among other reasons.

Deborah Branch of Westfield, who
oversees regulations for the ASPCA in
New Jersey, said her Girl Scout Daisy
troop sent letters to the town council in
support of the ordinance. Ms. Branch
said the owner of Shake A Paw, the
largest pet store in New Jersey, had
been fined $25,000 for failure to dis-
close the origins of his dogs.

Owner and President of Shake A
Paw, Jeff Morton, called out Mayor
Shelley Brindle, saying she is in vio-
lation of the local ethics law by voting
on this ordinance because she has
volunteered her and her family’s time
in rescuing dogs.

It also was noted by supporters of
the ordinance that the United States
Department of Agriculture has failed
in its ability to inspect breeders.

In the conference session prior to
the regular meeting, the mayor and
council heard a proposal by the owner
of Union Sports Arena to set up a
temporary, full-size ice rink on the
basketball courts of Gumbert Park
from November to February to pro-
vide ice time to local hockey clubs, as
well as open it for recreational skat-
ing. The proposal was to go before
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee for discussion of more
details of the plan.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC) was
given the thumbs up to hold FestiFall
this year. Changes to the fair will
include relocation of the Kids Zone
to the North Avenue train station park-
ing lot, an Artists Alley containing
tables set up for local artists to sell
their wares, a space for the Westfield
Experience that will have informa-
tion pertaining to the town, and some
more openness to allow easier access
to storefronts.

The Westfield Farmers Market is to
change its location from the South
Avenue train station lot to the North
Avenue train station lot. The farmers
market will open the first Saturday in
June. It will take up the parking section
between the Christmas tree and 250
North Avenue on Saturdays. The move
is to encourage more vendors and pro-
mote the downtown, GWACC Execu-
tive Director Gene Jannotti said.

An ordinance was adopted to es-
tablish a cap bank in the amount of
$321,556. The state’s cap bank law
enables a town to tap into the cap
bank thus exceeding the 2 percent cap
on property taxes after banking (on
paper) amounts below the cap in pre-
vious years budgets, such as in 2018.

The Department of Public Works
will continue to perform curbside
pickup of brush that resulted from
downed limbs and trees due to the
recent snowstorms, and the town’s
website is to be updated daily on the
brush pickup schedule.

Mayor Brindle said Tuesday was
her 100th day serving as mayor. She
tallied up a list of accomplishments
that included an enhanced Green
Team, a transparent volunteer pro-
cess, and a new intern program.

Mayor Brindle also has joined the
Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG),
founded by former New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and
former Boston Mayor Thomas
Menino, aimed at supporting com-
mon-sense laws that reduce gun vio-
lence and save lives, according to
everytown.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Shared Services
wood agreement).

Ms. Blumenstock said other vari-
ables must be considered. “Let’s say
the price is better,” she said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the quality
in service or other factors fostering a
beneficial relationship may or may
not exist. She said she wanted council
members to realize there is an “un-
known” when working with a new
municipality.

Mr. McCormack said Fanwood
should not be offended that the borough
is entertaining other shared-service
agreements, as the agreements could be
revisited every three to four years just
like elected officials can be reelected.

Mayor Lombardo said the Fanwood
superintendent had previously worked
with Garwood so the relationship had
already existed for three years before
the shared-service relationship be-
tween the two towns had begun.

Ms. Todisco said the Fanwood
shared-service agreement has saved
the borough $200,000 over the last
three years.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
said having a superintendent with a
“fully-vested interest” in both towns
could help Garwood. Mr. Mathieu
said Garwood and Roselle Park
should select a shared superintendent
together.

Mr. Mathieu said his opinion was
that the current Garwood DPW su-
perintendent was more loyal to Fan-
wood, as his “pension and benefits”
were associated with Fanwood, not
Garwood.

In other business, the fire depart-
ment budget decreased roughly
$10,000 compared to last year’s bud-
get, when $77,000 was budgeted,
stated Mr. McCormack.

Ms. Todisco said the fire
department’s budget had not de-
creased from last year, but instead
remained flat or just as funded as it
had been in the prior budget year.

Volunteer firefighter Louis
Petruzzelli said $10,000 is needed to

purchase four uniforms, or “turnout
gear,” used to breach an active fire.

“When looking at the past few years
(fire budgets), their budget was not
spent and around $10,000 or more
went unspent,” Ms. Todisco said.

Resident Kimberly Salmon pledged
full support to the borough’s volun-
teer fire squad. Ms. Salmon said she
noticed firefighters putting their lives
on the line to save residents’ pets
from a fire that “burned a house to the
ground.”

“The finance committee was unani-
mous in deciding to keep it flat be-
cause of how much went unspent in
prior years,” Ms. Todisco responded.

Mr. McCormack raised concerns
with DPW workers utilizing their time
to assist early stage Hartman Park
construction. Mr. McCormack said
Mr. Lazarow never made the fact
clear to other council members and
asked if the process would cost the
borough extra money.

Mr. Lazarow said he reported on
the DPW assisting in the Hartman
Park revitalization at prior meetings.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process
would not require overtime pay with
the DPW workers planning their
schedules months in advance.

In other business, Mayor Lombardo
honored John R. Ropelski, Jr., grant-
ing him the Mayor’s Appreciation
Award. Mr. Ropelski was recognized
as an “Outstanding Pastry Chef/
Baker” by the Garden State Culinary
Arts Awards.

“Jon uses his exceptional craft at
&Grain of Garwood on North Av-
enue, where fresh breads are made
daily from essential ingredients with
the personal attention given to each
loaf,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Ropelski said his goal is to “put
Garwood on the map” by having
people travel from all over for his
food. A gala awards ceremony and
reception will be held on Sunday,
April 29, from 5:30 to 9 p.m., at
BellWorks in Holmdel.
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TRUCK

TOUCHTRUCK

TOUCH

Sunday, April 29 at the JCC
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

FREE! FREE!

Event Runs 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Rain or Shine

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. – Hold the Horn hour designed for children 
with special needs and those with auditory sensitivity issues – 

no horns, music or sirens!

Vocational Technical School at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains

There’s something 
about this camp!

Day and Travel Camps 
for 18 months – 9th grade

Register now!     
www.jccnj.org/campyachad
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Member FDIC

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 03/06/18 and subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 
to open account.  All account balances above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early CD 
withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings. The 16 month CD requires new money only. New money is defined as funds not 
currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. The maximum account balance for these CD’s is $250,000.

1.40%
9 MONTH CD

APY1

2.10%
16 MONTH CD

APY1

2.50%
60 MONTH CD

APY1

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 
OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

Westfield Office | 828 South Avenue West | (908) 789-9600

ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

VALOR AWARD...The Summit and Millburn Fire Departments have been
chosen to receive the Group Effort Valor Award from the New Jersey State
Fireman Benevolent Association (FMBA) recognizing their rescue efforts at a
fire that occurred on December 31, 2017 at 125 Summit Avenue in Summit. The
awards will be presented at the Pines Manor in Edison on Saturday, April 21.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Summit Firefighters Brian Tavis, Dwight
Nichols, Christopher Esposito (top row), Gabriel Iannella and James Pignatello,
Battalion Chief Henry Clint Evers and Millburn Firefighters, Captain Bernard
Cunningham and Firefighter Michael Pershyn. Not pictured is Millburn
Firefighter Augustine Muresan.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Devanney Running for Mayor;
Woodruff Seeks Reelection

Angie Devanney, the wife of former
Union County manager George
Devanney, has filed her nominating pe-
titions to run for mayor of Berkeley
Heights, according to a Tap Into Berke-
ley Heights report. Ms. Devanney, a
Democrat, previously served as town-
ship manager of Berkeley Heights from
2004 to 2007 and currently runs a small
consulting business, Keywood Strate-
gies. She is joined on the party’s ticket
by township council candidates Stephen
Yellin and Alvaro Medeiros.

Meanwhile, Mayor Robert Woodruff,
a Republican, is seeking a second term
but faces a Primary Election challenge
from Tom Maciejewski, a retired tech-
nology executive. Mayor Woodruff, who
has received the local GOP party line on
Primary ballots, is running with Council-
man Michael D’Aquila and council can-
didate Michelle Greco. Mr. Maciejewski
is running with Christopher Rinaldi and
Diana Mara.

Twenty-Five Cands. File
For Two N.J. House Seats

Fifty-one candidates have filed for New
Jersey’s 12 Congressional seats for the
Tuesday, June 5 Primary Election. Of the
total, nine are in the 2nd District of Con-
gressman Frank LoBionado and 10 are in
the 11th District represented by Con-
gressman Rodney Frelinghuysen, both
Republicans who are retiring at the end of
the year.

Among those running in the 2nd Dis-
trict is State Senator Jeff Van Drew of
Cape May Courthouse, who has received
the Democratic organization line in all
eight counties that encompass the South
Jersey district. On the Republican side,
Samuel Fiocchi has won the GOP orga-
nization line in Cape May County; Hirsh
V. Singh has the line in Atlantic,
Burlington and Camden Counties. Five
Republicans and four Democrats are
seeking the seat.

In the 11th District, which includes
parts of Essex, Morris, Passaic and Sus-
sex Counties, Mikie Sherrill of Upper
Montclair has won the Democratic line
in all four counties. Tamara Harris of
West Orange appears to be her stiffest
competition in the Primary Election. As-
semblyman Jay Webber, who has the
GOP line in Morris County, and An-
thony E. Ghee, director at Bank of
America Merrill Lynch and who cur-
rently serves as headquarters commander
of the U.S. Army Reserve Legal Com-
mand,  has the ballot organization line in
Essex and Passaic Counties.

In the fifth Congressional District, Re-
publican Steve Lonegan, who previously
ran for governor in 2009 and for Con-
gress in the Third District but lost to Tom
MacArthur in the Primary, is running

against John J. McCann, Jr. in the Pri-
mary in the 5th District as they try to
unseat first-term Democrat Josh
Gottheimer. Mr. Gottheimer defeated
veteran conservative Republican Scott
Garrett in 2016.

GOP Chairman Rips
Murphy Over $13,000 Door

New Jersey Republican Party Chair-
man Doug Steinhardt released the follow-
ing statement regarding the news that
Governor Phil Murphy is spending $13,000
of the taxpayers’ money to install a new
door in the First Lady’s office:

“If Governor Murphy is going to raise
billions of dollars in taxes on all New
Jersey residents, maybe he could put cos-
metic projects like the First Lady’s office
on hold. $13,000 for a new door could be
a lot of updated textbooks for our
children’s schools.”
Armstead Named Mayor of Year;
Bounced From Line in Primary
Linden Mayor Derek Armstead has been

named Mayor of the Year by the Gateway
Regional Chamber of Commerce. The din-
ner will be held tonight, April 12, at the
Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel.

Mayor Armstead, who is seeking re-
election, was bounced from the Linden
Democratic Party organization  line af-
ter backing Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr for Union County Democratic
chairwoman over State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), the Demo-
cratic municipal chairman in Linden.

The city’s committee has instead en-
dorsed 10th Ward Councilwoman
Gretchen Hickey for mayor.

BPU Holding Hearings on
Response to Nor’easters

The New Jersey Board of Public Utili-
ties (BPU) is holding public hearings as
part of an investigation into the response
of the state's four electric companies to
the back-to-back nor'easters last month
that caused massive power outages. The
first hearing was held on April 5. The
second hearing will take place today,
April 12, from 4 to 7 p.m., at Parsippany
Town Hall, 1001 Parsippany Boulevard,
Parsippany.

Dr. Shereef Elnahal Begins
Tenure as Health Commissioner

Health Commissioner Dr. Shereef
Elnahal was administered the oath of
office April 2 by Governor Phil Murphy.
He also announced five new members of
the department’s leadership team.

The son of physicians who grew up in
Atlantic County, Dr. Elnahal joined the
department in January after serving in the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs as
assistant deputy undersecretary for health
for quality, safety, and value. He received a
dual-degree M.D. and M.B.A. from Harvard
University, and graduated summa cum laude
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biophys-
ics from Johns Hopkins University.

Household Hazardous Waste
Day Saturday at Vo-Tech

COUNTY – Union County residents
can safely dispose of unwanted house-
hold chemicals and other special waste
by bringing these items to the free House-
hold Hazardous Waste recycling event
this Saturday, April 14, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools campus, located at
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.

The company Covanta is partnering
with the Freeholder Board to offer $5
Home Depot gift cards for residents

Cap. Budget to be $3.8 Mil.,
Birchwood PILOT Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee discussed introducing a capital
budget of $3.8 million, down from $3.98
million last year, at its Monday workshop
meeting.

“I would prefer to see it lower than
that,” Commissioner Patrick Giblin said.

The capital budget includes about
$600,000 for a fire truck, an expenditure
about which Mr. Giblin and Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley both had reserva-
tions. The budget also is to earmark
close to a million dollars for an expan-
sion to the children’s library. The library
is to apply for state grant money to help
cover the costs for the capital project.

The committee also discussed bond
refinancing. Under the payment sched-
ule, Chief Financial Officer Lavona Pater-
son said in 2018, $318,000 would be due,
and in 2037, $456,000.

“It is still troubling that the payments
towards the end of this go up,” Mayor
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. said.

“The interest rates are going down so it
offsets...not completely,” Ms. Paterson
said. She said the refinance would save
$20,000 per year.

“We borrowed 18 million for
Birchwood...I don’t know what you are con-
cerned about...this is a natural part of the debt
payment,” Commissioner Giblin said.

Mayor Hannen also noted that the
Cranford Crossings debt for the garage
operations is close to half a million dol-
lars. “We are looking at a $154,000 per
year deficit in the parking garage opera-
tion right now and that is before our rates
go up.”

The Downtown Management Corpo-
ration (DMC) requested to the township
committee that the donated funds dedi-
cated to the Post Office Plaza should be
used to have a design plan for
reconfiguring the area to make it more
conducive to public events. Last year, the
township committee was not in favor of
spending the money, DMC Chairman
Anthony Durante said, and he said he

would like to have the design firms who
submitted the request for proposals come
back with a cost for design only and not
construction management fees.

The municipal building is to have new
summer hours after the committee voted
4 to 1, with Mayor Hannen opposing, to
offer non-uniformed municipal employ-
ees reduced hours between July 4 and
Labor Day. The hours were not fully
disclosed at the meeting, but the com-
missioners discussed having the mu-
nicipal building close at 1 p.m. on Fri-
days in the summer.

The township committee is to vote on
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)
agreement with the redeveloper of 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue. In public com-
ment, resident Rita LaBrutto remarked
on the PILOT and the recent planning
board hearing of the site plan application
by Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal
Associates, LLC.

Ms. LaBrutto asked how much the
school district would get from the PI-
LOT, in which the township is to receive
11 percent of revenue in the first 15 years
of the 30-year tax abatement should the
committee pass the agreement.

“That has not been determined yet...we
are in the process of discussing it. It is
something on our mind,” Mayor Hannen
said.

Cranford schools could see an addi-
tional expense of $210,000 based on
her equations of an additional 14 chil-
dren, at a cost of $15,000 per child to
educate, considering the seven, three-
bedroom units potentially each have
two children. The remainder of the total
225 units is a mix of two-bedroom and
one-bedroom units.

In Ms. LaBrutto’s opinion, she said the
township would see a net loss when con-
sidering the costs to the school system,
not a net surplus as the township stated in
a memo. She also said the township should
budget funds to conduct its own traffic
study to determine the need for a traffic
signal at roads intersecting with
Birchwood Avenue.

Murphy Details Free Tuition
Plan; Kean: No Plan Is Free

Jois Gets Distinction
From Moms Group

SUMMIT – New Jersey 7th Congres-
sional District Democratic candidate
Goutam Jois has been given the Moms
Demand Action on Gun Sense Candidate
Distinction for his efforts in standing up
for gun violence prevention and recogniz-
ing gun safety, according to the Jois for
Congress campaign. “Our campaign has
been working with voters in the 7th Dis-
trict to amplify their call for gun violence
prevention...I’ve been advocating on the
issue of gun violence prevention for nearly
20 years, starting when I was the Youth
Governor of New Jersey...” Mr. Jois said.

turning in old mercury thermostats.
Covanta operates the Union County
Resource Recovery Facility (garbage
incinerator) in Rahway under a long-
term lease agreement with the Union
County Utilities Authority.

Once at the site, residents stay in their
vehicles while workers unload the items.
Only materials in original or labeled
containers will be accepted. No contain-
ers larger than five gallons will be ac-
cepted. There is a limit of eight automo-
bile tires, without rims, per household.

Please note that latex paint is not
accepted. Latex paint can be dried in
the can and/or mixed with kitty litter or
newspaper and then disposed with regu-
lar household garbage. For a complete
list of the materials that will be ac-
cepted on April 14 as well as all recy-
cling event dates and locations, visit
ucnj.org/recycle.

The household hazardous waste collec-
tion will be held rain or shine, for Union
County residents only, not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is re-
quired. For more information, call the
Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-9889.

Residents interested in purchasing a
compost bin or rain barrel at 50 percent
off the retail price can visit Plant a Seed
at ucnj.org/union-county-plant-a-seed
for more information.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activities,
visit The Green Connection at ucnj.org/
green-connection.

TRENTON — Up to 15,000 New
Jerseyans could be getting a tuition-free
college education by next year under a
proposal by Governor Phil Murphy. Gov.
Murphy said his first proposed budget
includes $50 million to pay tuition for
community colleges in the state. Stu-
dents with family incomes of $45,000 or
under would be eligible, according to a
njadvancemedia.com report.

A total of $45 million would go to the
grant program and $5 million to the state’s
19 county colleges to address spikes in
enrollments.

“This is something we’re really seri-
ous about,” Gov. Murphy said at a Mer-
cer County Community College event.
“Education ought to be a right, not a
privilege.” He estimates 15,000 students
could be enrolled in free tuition by Janu-
ary 2019, according to the report.

In response, Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), the
Senate Republican leader, released the
following statement: “No government-
funded program is free. Taxpayers always
pay the price, and frankly, people in New
Jersey pay far too much already,” Senator
Kean said in a press release. “I strongly

believe we have to do more to make higher
education more accessible and affordable
for everyone, but we have to do it in a
responsible way. We can partner with
industry leaders to make sure students are
getting the right skills to succeed in today’s
workforce. We can do more to bring down
the cost of college and help students gradu-
ate on time. What we shouldn’t do is force
overtaxed families to pick up the tab for
Governor Murphy’s spending spree.”

Bramnick to Murphy:
Withdraw Tax Hikes

WESTFIELD – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
called on Governor Phil Murphy to with-
draw his plan to raise billions of taxes
and alternatively support a Bramnick
bill that follows the Florida homestead
approach, virtually freezing property
taxes until a new buyer purchases the
property.

“Despite new reports that we continue
to have the highest property taxes in the
country, Governor Murphy still pushes
billions of new taxes,” said Mr. Bramnick.
“More taxes is insanity in New Jersey. If
we don’t stop raising taxes and start work-
ing toward lowering them, we will be
saying goodbye to more friends and fam-
ily.”

Under Mr. Bramnick’s proposed
amendment (ACR167) annual property-
tax assessments are capped at a low
amount until the sale of the home. Addi-
tionally, it would provide a property-tax
exemption up to $50,000 of a home’s
assessed value.

Don’t need it?

Use a Leader/TIMES

Classified Ad to Sell it!
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Mayberry Has Nothing On Fanwood

Speak Out For Common Decency
That Are Honored In The Breach

Many of us grew up watching Sher-
iff Andy Taylor run the idyllic town of
Mayberry, North Carolina. So often
we wished we could be in such a town
where folks cared for folks and where
the Sheriff instructed his Deputy that,
“Sometimes you do better to go by the
heart than by the book.”

Mayberry has nothing on Fanwood.
We live in such a town. On Friday,
February 9, my sister and I arrived
home from visiting Mom in rehab.
Upon entering, I noticed that the light
just inside the house at the front door
was not working. I guessed (out loud)
that the upstairs bedroom electricity
was probably also off. It was.

Just a few hours earlier we had
workmen in the house. One of them
had to drill into the bedroom floor on
the main level.

My sister had gone down into the
basement to see if a breaker had
flipped. It had not, but there was some
smoke in the basement right near
where the workman had drilled and
there was a smell of paper or wood
burning. I called 911 and we were told
to exit the house. By the time we got
up to the main floor, a Fanwood Po-
lice car was in front of the house with
lights flashing. (a minute or so after
the 911 call?). Within minutes
Fanwood and Scotch Plains firemen
arrived together with other officers
and the Fire Chief. They thoroughly
inspected the house and determined
that whatever caused the smoke was
now “out,” and it was safe to return.

This whole episode showed true
professionals at work – police and
fire. Concerned neighbors also gath-
ered. The Fire Department determined
the source of the fire and the lack of
electricity to the upstairs bedrooms
came from one of the electric wires.
They pointed to a specific wire. They
suggested that we call an electrician.
We did, courtesy of our kind friend
and neighbor, Alan Taylor.

On Saturday night an electrician
from Schlender Electric in Scotch

Plains, together with Alan Taylor, lo-
cated the problem and the electrician
fixed the problem. The problem was
the exact wire pointed out by the
firemen! Schlender Electric even felt
sorry for us and gave us a break on his
charge, even though he came out in
the pouring rain on a Saturday night!
We once again had electricity to the
upstairs bedrooms.

But the story gets even better. Just
prior to discovering the electrical
outage and the smoke, we had or-
dered food to be delivered from our
favorite Fanwood restaurant, Fabio’s.
The police officer had told me during
the event that our food delivery was
here but could not be delivered since
the entrances to our street were
blocked by the officers.

When my sister and I returned in-
side, there was still time for a deliv-
ery. I immediately called Fabio’s ex-
plained the situation with the fire truck,
police and firemen, and told them if
they would deliver our food, we had
the cash ready for them.

Fabio’s brought our food, but the
delivery driver was instructed by the
owner of Fabio’s that there was to be
“no charge” because of the situation.
The delivery driver even refused his
tip, and Fabio’s had also added an
extra pizza – all free of charge!

As I said, Mayberry has nothing on
Fanwood. This town has so many
kind, generous people and expert pro-
fessionals – police, firemen and elec-
tricians (also Scotch Plains) and kind,
concerned neighbors and merchants,
like Fabio’s.

When you think about it, we are
very fortunate to live in Fanwood,
Sheriff Andy Taylor notwithstanding.

Heartfelt thanks from our Mom,
my sister and me to all of our wonder-
ful police, firemen, neighbors and
friends, Alan Taylor, Fabio’s and
Schlender Electric!

Ken Mielke
Henderson, Nevada

I have to say that I blinked in disbe-
lief when I saw that President Trump
issued a statement designating April as
National Sexual Assault Awareness
month. With no apparent irony, the
President stated that “sexual assault
crimes remain tragically common in
our society, and offenders too often
evade accountability. These heinous
crimes are committed indiscriminately:
in intimate relationships, in public
spaces, and in the workplace.”

The hypocrisy behind this statement
beggars belief, given that President
Trump stands accused of sexual ha-
rassment and assault by dozens of
women. Given his matter-of-fact con-
fession on the Access Hollywood tapes
to being the perpetrator of the very
behavior his statement condemns, it is
hard to place credence in his oft-re-
peated denials of any wrongdoing.

The President’s effrontery is matched
only by the failure of members of his
own party to condemn the President’s

behavior and the evident insincerity of
the message he is sending. Our own
Congressional representative, Con-
gressman Leonard Lance, stands ac-
cused by his silence of sanctioning
conduct unbecoming to the President
of the United States.

Congressman Lance recently, and
appropriately, called on his constitu-
ents to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, as we mark the 50th anni-
versary of his assassination. The Con-
gressman would do well to remember
Dr. King’s words: “The ultimate mea-
sure of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of chal-
lenge and controversy.”

Congressman, please stand up and
speak out for the values and common
decency that are honored only in the
breach by your party’s standard bearer.

Mervyn Turner
Westfield

Garwood Democrats Split
On Their Primary Candidates

I want to set the record straight on a
less than forthright statement in last
week’s letter where my friend, former
Councilman and sitting Planning Board
member, Bill Nierstedt, accused the
Todisco-Ince-Benoit team of keeping
funds from the 2017 council campaign.
Last year, many donations were made to
the “Elect Todisco and Graham” cam-
paign, not to the Garwood Democratic
Club. The loan from the Democratic Club
was repaid in full. Then, Sara and I, as the
names in “Elect Todisco and Graham,”
both agreed any funds above the loan
amount would go to the “Democrats for
Garwood” campaign. When I was asked
at the last Democratic Club meeting to
confirm my wishes regarding the funds I
did so verbally for all to hear.

Mr. Nierstedt explained quite well how
the Garwood City Committee is formed
and how it functions. He explained how
the committee is comprised of eight
elected officials to interview and then
approve a slate of candidates for the po-
sitions of Mayor and Council. Unfortu-
nately, three members of the Committee
were forced to recuse themselves (Mayor
Lombardo and his wife Carol, as well as
Councilwoman Todisco) leaving only five
to decide the candidacies of those who
came before them. Four people (less than
a majority of the full Committee) basi-
cally told Councilwoman Todisco that it
wasn’t her turn yet and that she would
have to wait almost five years to give
running for Mayor another try. To me,
folks, that is a shame. But, as Mr. Neirstedt
stated in his letter, “Councilwoman
Todisco is free to run at any time for any
elective position that she desires.”

Last year, when I ran for Council be-
side Councilwoman Todisco, I witnessed
first hand how well she knows this town
and its residents. She never shied away

from the concerns that they expressed or
tried to blow her own horn regarding the
many contributions she has made and
continues to make each and every day for
our community. Sara (a lifelong resident
of Garwood) has served on the Council
with distinction for over seven years. She
also serves as president of the Education
Foundation of Garwood, which supports
our students year round, and serves as
chairwoman of the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women. Sara
works tirelessly in many capacities to
represent all of the residents of our town
and for this she receives no monetary
reward, no blue ribbons or trophies. She
simply wants to make our town better and
help usher in a new age in the history of
Garwood.

This concern about Sara running with-
out approval by literally less than a hand-
ful of Democratic Committee members is
troubling to me. After all, primaries exist
for a reason in our democracy, and
shouldn’t we celebrate democracy? I am
proud to see her fighting for what she
believes in and having the determination,
supportive organization, and strategic
plan to give Garwood Democratic voters
a choice about who they want to lead our
town the next four years. Garwood de-
serves a leader that is willing to fight,
willing to take on challenges, and willing
to work hard. I know Sara loves Garwood,
has worked tirelessly to benefit the com-
munity, and has the energy to tackle any
issue that may arise.

That is why I, along with the majority
of Democratic Club members, including
Council President Jen Blumenstock and
Councilman Marc Lazarow, wholeheart-
edly support the Todisco-Ince-Benoit
team.

Russ Graham
Garwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Singultus – A hiccup
2. Lazaretto – A public hospital for

lepers
3. Trophic – Having to do with nutri-

tion
4. Taube – A type of German mono-

plane having pigeon-shaped wings

ZEEKOE
1. The hippopotamus
2. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
3. A wedge
4. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
KRANG

1. Second-class; something of lesser
value

2. The shattering effect of a sudden
burst of energy, as in an explosion

3. Spittle
4. The body of a whale stripped of its

blubber
PHILAUTY

1. Pleasing, charming or delightful
2. A selfish regard for oneself
3. Self confidence; ability
4. Understanding; perceptiveness

STOIT
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. To run abandon; decamp
3. To stagger or stumble
4. Sturdy; solid

Independence And The
Best Decisions For GW

Garwood is at a tipping point. At
such a crucial time in this town’s
history, the citizens of Garwood de-
serve the right to choose the strongest
leaders for their community. For years,
the Union County Democratic Party
has used a closed-door committee
process to determine who should run
for office in our town. While this is an
internal process, democracy enables
primaries for a reason — so multiple
people can run for their party’s nomi-
nation to compete in the General Elec-
tion. After seven years on the Coun-
cil, a record of success, and strong
connections formed with the residents,
Sara Todisco has decided to run in
this June’s Primary because she be-
lieves the voters deserve a choice. We
believe that Sara represents the strong
leadership that will lead to a stronger
Garwood. She brings new ideas,
boundless energy, and the experience
to get things done to better our com-
munity. That’s why we chose to run
with her as we seek your support in
our endeavor to run for Council. We
are both proud and honored to be on
the “Democrats for Garwood” ticket.

All three of us have chosen to dedi-
cate our lives to making a difference
and to benefit others. Through law
enforcement, teaching, and legal ad-
vocacy, we have made giving back
our livelihoods. We have applied our-
selves to our professions with pas-
sion, and have striven to continue
learning along the way, with each of
us having pursued additional gradu-
ate education beyond our college de-
grees. It is this dedication, along with
the ability to listen, to think critically
about the issues, and to have rational
team-oriented discussions, that we
will bring to Garwood’s local gov-
ernment.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that have
called out our team for going against
their wishes. However, elections are
about the people’s wishes. We must
make sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to make the
best decisions for our town’s future.

Garwood is at a pivotal moment.
Garwood needs strong leaders who
will proactively oversee redevelop-
ment, establish open communication
with the community, and ensure our
town remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the team
that is proactive, not reactive.
Garwood needs your support—please
cast your vote for the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit team on Tuesday, June 5 on
column “Democrats for Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Candidates for Garwood Council (D)

Operation Blue Angel Enhances
Emergency Response Capabilities

Voters Should Decide Who Is
Best Candidate, Not Pol. Parties

Today we frequently hear about programs and
services designed to assist older adults and others
who may be at special risk in emergency situations.
These options offer safeguards as well as peace of
mind for these individuals and their loved ones, and
can enable people to continue living independently
in their own homes.

Among such programs is Operation Blue Angel,
available to people age 55 and older, or those who
are disabled or have medical conditions that may
compromise their well-being in the event of an
emergency. Blue Angel allows police to reach indi-
viduals when the person is not able to answer the
door of their home.

Launched several years ago, this free program has
since been implemented in multiple New Jersey
communities, and was utilized in the rescue of at
least one incapacitated person. As revealed during
the April 3 meeting of the governing body of
Mountainside, Blue Angel will soon be available
there as well.

The Blue Angel program involves the installation
of a lock box near a door to the home of a registered
individual, similar to those used by realtors, that can
only be accessed by police. Residents provide a key
that is locked inside the box. In an emergency where
the resident is unable to answer the door, police can
access the key using a code, allowing them to enter the
home without causing damage from forced entry.
Blue Angel can only be utilized for emergencies, not
for when people are simply locked out of their homes.

The governing body of Mountainside gave its

unanimous endorsement of the Blue Angel initiative
following a presentation by Kim Moriak, coordina-
tor for senior services for the borough. Ms. Moriak
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week she currently is working
with the Mountainside Police Department to get the
program up and running.

The Mountainside program is receiving generous
support from the Blanche M. and George L. Watts
Mountainside Community Foundation, which awards
grants to organizations that provide services to
Mountainside residents. According to Ms. Moriak,
the Foundation will provide funding for 100 lock
boxes to be provided to Mountainside residents for
the Blue Angel program.

Among the municipalities where Operation Blue
Angel has already been successfully established are
Raritan, Piscataway, Warren, Princeton and South
River. In one case, police in South River were able
to rescue a 94-year-old man who had fallen in his
home and who was registered with the Blue Angel
program, according to a report by NJ Advance
Media for NJ.com.

We applaud the efforts by Mountainside officials,
police and Ms. Moriak, together with the Watts
Foundation, to bring Operation Blue Angel to bor-
ough residents. Likewise we hope other towns will
explore the means to offer it, and that philanthropic
or service organizations will consider supporting it.
Blue Angel can be an integral thread in keeping the
most vulnerable among us connected to the rest of
their communities.

Are party endorsements hurting interest in Pri-
mary elections? This year there is a lot of interest in
the mayor’s race in Garwood that pits Mayor Charles
Lombardo against Councilwoman Sara Todisco in
the Democratic Primary. Over the years we have
seen groups of candidates challenge the party estab-
lishment, although these challenges are usually in
races for federal, state or county offices.

While Ms. Todisco has chosen to challenge the
establishment, others have opted to drop out of
races, such as in this year’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict Primary contest where Democrat candidates
from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford and Berke-
ley Heights chose to drop out of the race rather than
challenge the heavily-endorsed and well-funded Tom
Malinowski as the party looks to unseat five-term
Congressman Leonard Lance in November. In the
2008 GOP Primary, the Union County GOP at its
convention endorsed Kelly Hatfield of Summit over
a list of candidates that included Mr. Lance and Kate
Whitman, the daughter of former Governor Chris-
tine Whitman. Mr. Lance won that contest.

This year Union County Democrats chose not to
endorse Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh for another
term. With Bruce Bergen opting on his own not to
run again (he would have had party support to run
again), Democrats picked Kimberly Mouded of
Westfield and Andrea Staten of Roselle to run for
freeholder with veteran Freeholder Al Mirabella.

Also, we have heard that Scotch Plains Council-

woman Rose Checchio, who was just honored with
a Women of Excellence Award by the Union County
Commission on the Status of Women, was told she
would not be endorsed for a second term. The same
thing happened to Linden Mayor Derek Armstead,
as his decision to support Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr to chair the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee instead of State Senator Nicholas Scutari
apparently cost him the party line. Mr. Scutari is the
Linden Democratic Committee chairman. Mayor
Armstead was honored last Thursday night as mayor
of the year by the Gateway Chamber of Commerce.

We have written repeatedly about New Jersey’s
restrictions on Primary Elections that allow only
registered Democrats and Republicans to cast bal-
lots. While unaffiliated voters can vote in the Pri-
mary, they must decide which party they want to vote
for and, as such, become affiliated with that party.
Turnouts in Primary elections the past few years
have ranged from 13 percent in 2015, when state
assembly races topped election ballots, to 25 percent
in 2016 — a presidential election year.

In our view, June is not exactly the best time of the
year to hold an election as it falls at the end of the
school year and during prom and graduation season
as well as a time when many families are thinking
more about where to go on vacation than politics.

While the endorsement from the two major parties
often gives a candidate a big advantage, the real
endorsement comes from voters.

More Letters on Pages 5, 18

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 12, 2018 Page 5

 

I Applaud Todisco’s And Her Slate’s
Independence to Challenge Machine
In Bill Nierstedt’s letter to the editor

in your April 5 edition, he lashes out at
Garwood Councilwoman Sara
Todisco’s June Democrat Primary chal-
lenge with her mayoral bid and council
slate. He notes correctly, they are Demo-
crats but they are not approved by the
Garwood Democrat Committee. He
also notes there are two Democrat fac-
tions that have formed.

I call myself a “politifile,” and if you
have read my many letters or read my
TREE blog, I observe and chronicle the
drama of politics on the local and county
level. Mr. Nierstedt’s essence is that
Garwood’s county backed Democrat
machine is lashing out at one of their
people for straying from the herd. I
applaud Ms. Todisco’s and her slate’s
independence to challenge the candi-
dates that the machine has put forward.
As Ms. Todisco has recently pointed
out, she feels her fate shouldn’t be
controlled by just a faction of political
insiders in an eight-member committee
but noted to let the Democrat voters
decide in the primary. She also notes
she has the backing of the two sitting
Democrat council people and the ma-
jority of the 30-member Garwood
Democrat Club.

I have known Councilwoman
Todisco over her three terms on coun-
cil. I also know her through the Histori-
cal Committee of which she has been
the council liaison for the last three
years. I do not speak for her directly,
but in discussions I understand why
she is challenging. There is too much
influence of the county Democrat po-
litical machine coming back into
Garwood. We hire professionals that
are connected with the county machine
by their political donations and by their
contracts they have with the county.
The county Democrat machine could
influence these professionals by their
contracts.

We also note that two of Mr.
Nierstedt’s Democrat candidates are

employed by the county and the county
machine could unduly influence them
through their county employment. Ms.
Todisco’s slate has no connection to
the county. The latest egregious move
by the county political machine was the
installation of the new Union County
manager without the proper interview
process according to county statute.
The statutes also note the county man-
ger must live inside the county, which
he doesn’t. This new county manager
leapfrogged over a competent female
deputy county manager who meets the
criteria of a county manager. It is these
type county political machine acts that
our attentive Garwood residents recog-
nize, and since 2003 have consistently
voted against the incumbent freehold-
ers in the general elections.

As to Mr. Nierstedt’s statement that
one of Ms. Todisco’s candidates has
switched political parties, all he has to
do is look at his support of one of his
own candidates, who has done the same
thing.

Why I am really disappointed at Mr.
Nierstedt’s writing is that about 15
years ago, Mr. Nierstedt himself did a
challenge to the Democrat machine in
that year’s June primary. He recog-
nized the county Democrat machine
and even wrote a letter that the machine
was putting pressure on his public em-
ployment because of his challenge. But
now he apparently embraces the ma-
chine, a possible guess is he wants to
keep his public employment. As the
machine was quoted behind closed
doors as saying, you have to prove
yourself.

As a Democrat for many years, I
support Councilwoman Todisco in her
challenge. She shows energy, integrity
and new ideas for Garwood. She is the
only Democrat candidate that was born
and raised in Garwood. I wish her suc-
cess.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Let’s Take A Stand On Gun Violence
And Vote On This Issue

Republicans in Congress have sty-
mied all efforts to pass reasonable gun
restrictions to the point of not even
putting the bills already sitting the
House and the Senate on the floor for a
vote. Now it is time for them to be held
accountable at the voting booth. None
of their fear mongering talking points
has come to fruition. No one is prohib-
iting the sale of guns or taking anyone’s
guns away anywhere.

We have heard every justification for
opposing common-sense gun restric-
tion, no matter how nonsensical they
may be. Rick Santorum referred to gun
laws as “phony gun laws” that do not
work. That is categorically false. New
Jersey has one of the most stringent gun
laws and has one of lowest gun deaths
per capita in the country. Another ri-
diculous statement floating around
claims that because AR-15’s are used
on the shooting range for fun, the gov-
ernment has no right to take away any
American’s “fun.” As far as the “fun”
argument, there are plenty of people
who would have a lot of big fun racing
down the Garden State Parkway at 110
MPH. Drunk driving is super fun too,
but both are against the law. And what
about drugs? Aren’t these the same
people who want tough drug laws?
When asked specifically about illegal
drugs, one commentator stated that of
course drugs should be illegal because
they are dangerous and they kill people.
But guns don’t kill people I guess.

Leonard Lance has an A rating from
the NRA and his miserable record on

gun safety reflects that. He has voted
multiple times for several Conceal
Carry Reciprocity bills that would al-
low gun owners from other states to
bring in their guns and carry them in
New Jersey. So Lance is facilitating
bringing more guns into our state,
against our state law, yet he publicly
claims that he supports New Jersey’s
safe gun laws. Talk about the height of
hypocrisy and deception. His danger-
ous and reckless votes on guns go
completely under the radar, which is
exactly what he wants. This allows him
to vote any which way the wind is
blowing; even it is against the interests
of his constituents, with no one know-
ing about it. Whose side is he on? He is
on the side of the NRA’s, not ours. The
chant at the glorious “Fight For Our
Life” rally in Washington was “Vote
Them Out!” Anyone with an A rating
from the NRA like Leonard Lance who
also takes campaign donations is not
going to stand for stronger gun laws,
but only stand in the way.

Let’s take a stand on gun violence
and vote on this issue the way the
Second Amendment advocates do. That
is how we will change gun laws, not by
begging lawmakers to change because
they won’t. We need to change the very
Congressmen who are preventing gun
safety, and that includes Leonard Lance.
No one is coming for your guns
America, only your vote.

Karen Egert
Springfield

Call to Action By Congress for
Common Sense Gun Safety

I was so inspired to be a part of the
recent March for our Lives organized
by the students of Westfield High
School. I applaud their efforts and
congratulate them on a job well done.
The day was filled with messages of
hope and a call to action.

We have had far too many mo-
ments of silence since Sandy Hook.
Our children and community deserve
real action to stop the epidemic of
gun violence in our country. We’re
not alone and we’re not helpless. There
are many seemingly simple, yet pow-
erful things we can do today.

More and more of our neighbors
are uniting to bring the change we
need. The phones in Congress are
ringing off the hook with calls for
commonsense gun reform, peaceful
rallies are growing in numbers in cit-
ies across the country, and families
and friends are gathering together in
their own living rooms to talk about
bringing violence prevention pro-
grams to their schools. The move-

ment is growing and we must keep
growing it.

There is reason to have hope that
we can prevent gun violence before it
happens through sensible gun safety
laws and programs in our schools and
communities that help us identify the
signs and signals before a shooting
happens and intervene.

To keep this hope alive and bring
the change we need, I am asking
everyone to take two simple actions
today. First, call Congressman
Leonard Lance today and ask that he
support gun violence prevention leg-
islation to keep guns out of dangerous
hands. Secondly, Make the Promise
at www.sandyhookpromise.org and
help bring Sandy Hook Promise’s no-
cost, violence prevention programs
to our schools and community. To-
gether we can make the changes
needed and supported by the major-
ity.

Adele Lewis
Garwood

Volunteers Are the Heart of Garwood
We are very excited to announce that

the first-ever Garwood Volunteer Re-
wards Card program has been success-
fully launched. All Garwood volunteers,
from the Fire Department to First Aid
Squad to PTA and many more, have
received the cards this month and cards
are valid through December 2019. This
card provides 10 percent off goods and
services at participating local businesses,
with a couple exceptions marked on the
card.

This great program would not have
been possible without the generosity and
support of Garwood businesses. We
would like to thank the following 12
businesses for taking part in this initia-
tive: Benvenuti Restaurant, Cranford
Plumbing, Crunch Fitness, Daisy’s Taste
of Cuba, Dittrick’s Wines and Liquors,
Dr. Robert Wise, D.C., Karma Salon

Studio, Kessler’s Corner, Mobile Con-
cepts, Rudy’s Restaurant, Sana Acupunc-
ture, and The Station Bar and Grill.

We’d also like to thank Advanced Print-
ing for donating the printing of the cards.

Volunteers are really the heart of
Garwood — the small town with a big
heart — and their hard work, countless
hours, and dedication to making Garwood
a great place is much appreciated. Our
local business community is also deeply
valued for making our town vibrant. We
feel showing our gratitude to our volun-
teers and encouraging shopping local are
essential to strengthening the bonds within
in our community.

Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Council President

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Westfield Proposed Budget Does More
And Is Much More Costly

Elected officials are quick to incorpo-
rate fashionable words and phrases into
their vocabulary: “proactive,” “strategic,”
“sustaining.” Indeed, these terms and their
derivatives each appear throughout
Westfield’s 2018 municipal budget pre-
sentation (available for viewing at
www.westfieldnj.gov) as does the grand-
daddy of all local political pabulum: “do-
ing more with less.”

Noticeably, however, Westfield’s pro-
posed budget does not do more with less;
rather, it does more with more. Much
more. The budget spends more money
than ever before – 6.56 percent more than
last year, or three times the rate of infla-
tion; it hires more employees and con-
sultants paying $250,000 to the latter all-
new group; and it uses more of the town’s
surplus – an unprecedented $4.275 mil-
lion, or nearly 30 percent of all our mu-
nicipal savings.

Westfield’s current administration
promised residents more of everything
during last year’s campaign, -including
more services, more communication, and
more street paving. But now they have to
pay for it, and the town’s savings account
is being raided to deliver on those prom-
ises. Increasing spending by more than
6.5 percent, and using surplus savings to
do it, ill-serves Westfield residents, par-
ticularly those seniors on fixed incomes
and others who do not hold C-suite jobs.
Overspending has caused our federal and
state governments to incur insurmount-
able debt; it appears that our local gov-
ernment may be next.

When candidates become decision-
makers, responsible leadership often re-
quires the fortitude to say “no.” I was
happy to hear Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan say “no” when asked to introduce
the town’s 2018 budget. Having more
than a decade of municipal budgeting
experience, she knows that if Westfield
does not generate this year the same
$4.275 million in surplus revenue that it
is spending – an amount that we have
never achieved – the town will start the
2019 budget process with a hole to fill.

For example, if the town generates the
same amount of excess revenue that it did
in 2014, a healthy $2.775 million, we still
will find ourselves in a $1.5 million hole.

How to fill that hole? Apparently not
with reduced spending in 2019, which
defies the desire to do “more,” especially
in what will be a local election year. That
hole likely gets filled with funds from
either or both of the two largest sources of
municipal revenue: property taxes and
surplus. Mercifully, property tax increases
are capped (for now) at 2 percent; but not
so increases in the use of surplus. The
town’s surplus provides quick and easy
access to cash – until it doesn’t. And
when the ATM is empty, layoffs, bond
rating downgrades, debt, and cuts in ser-
vices follow.

Not so long ago, in 2008, Westfield
began the year with about $3.9 million in
surplus savings; by 2012, out of neces-
sity, that amount decreased to a mere
$198,494. Many residents even have more
savings than that. True, those were ex-
ceptionally hard times – cuts in state aid,
decreasing housing values and property
tax collections, and the imposition of the
2 percent levy cap. But who saw those
hardships coming? What hardships are in
our near future? What impact will the
pending property revaluations, limitations
on SALT deductions, elimination of the 2
percent arbitration cap on public em-
ployee contracts, and a continuation of
ruinous storms, among other things, have
on our municipal expenses and revenues?

The fiscal responsibility of the prior
Westfield administration rebuilt the
town’s surplus from less than $200,000
at the start of 2012, to more than $14.5
million at the start of this year, while
staying below the 2 percent tax levy cap
annually. Where will our town be after
only a few years of the current
administration’s more spending, more
hiring, and more taxes? Likely in more
trouble.

Sam Della Fera
Former Councilman

To Stop $3.2-Billion Tobacco Bond Refinancing
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-

21st, Westfield) sent a letter to Acting
Treasurer Elizabeth Maher Muoio to ad-
vise that he is exploring legal action to
prevent the pending closing of a $3.2-
billion sale of Tobacco Settlement Bonds.

In the letter, Mr. Kean said the transac-
tion effectively extends the final payment
date of tobacco bonds more than 40 years
beyond their initial issuance in 2003 and
2004 — well beyond what is permitted.

“The Murphy Administration is bla-
tantly ignoring provisions in the New
Jersey Constitution that are meant to pro-
tect taxpayers from irresponsible debt
schemes like this tobacco bond refinanc-
ing,” said Mr. Kean. “The issuance of this
debt will cost New Jersey taxpayers hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in exchange
for a one-shot $250 million budget grab.
We are calling for the immediate cancel-
lation of the refinancing, and are explor-
ing our legal options to prevent the clos-
ing.”

The debt being refunded by the To-
bacco Settlement Financing Corporation
was first issued in 2003 and the final
maturity of the refunding is 2046 – eight
years beyond the New Jersey
Constitution’s requirement that the inter-
est and principle be paid and discharged
within 35 years (2038).

Mr. Kean expressed further concern
that that investors in the debt sale are
already selling their bonds at a significant
mark-up only days after the bond pricing,
causing one Bloomberg Intelligence ana-
lyst to note: “It would suggest the state
left some money on the table as they
continue to struggle financially.”

“This tobacco bond scheme has hit the
trifecta of being unconstitutional, costly
for taxpayers, and so poorly structured
that the Murphy Administration is effec-
tively giving away money to investors
while simultaneously demanding billions
in new taxes from New Jersey residents,”
added Mr. Kean.
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– Obituaries –
Henry B. Hummel, 87, Family Man;

Was Avid Boston Red Sox Fan

Henry B. Hummel

Henry Black Hummel, 87, of Tiffin,
Ohio, died at 9:40 a.m. on Sunday,
April 8, 2018, at St. Catherine’s
Manor, Fostoria, Ohio.

Henry was born May
25, 1930 in Camden,
N.J., to Merwin and Sara
(Black) Hummel. In
1955, he married Trudy
Jefferson in Reading,
Mass., and she survives
in Tiffin.

Other survivors in-
clude three sons, Jef-
frey (Ellen) Hummel of
Wilmette, Ill., James
(Nancy) Hummel of
Virginia Beach, Va.,
and Joseph (Mary
Beth) Hummel of
Wilmette, Ill.; a daughter, Susan
(Douglas) Mattia-Riggs of Tiffin;
his grandchildren, Britton (Rachel)
Riggs, Bryce (Erin) Riggs, Brock
Riggs, A.J. Mattia, Elizabeth
Mattia,  Sara Hummel,  Evan
Hummel and Dai-lin Hummel;
great-grandchildren, Brooklyn
Riggs and Jayston Hummel, and a
sister, Fran Kaminski of Apache
Junction, Ariz.

He was preceded in death by his
parents, a sister, Marjorie Watkins,
and a nephew, Scott Watkins.

Henry earned a Bachelor of Arts
from Colby College, Me., and a Mas-
ter and law degree from Babson Uni-

versity. He was an officer in the Navy
from 1955 to 1958, during the Korean
War, and he worked at PNC Bank in

New Jersey until he was
75 years old. He then re-
tired to Tiffin, Ohio. He
was a member of the Har-
vest Baptist Temple in
Clyde, Ohio; an avid Bos-
ton Red Sox fan; helped
the Cherry Street Mis-
sions, and supported with
donations many dog and
cat shelters.

A Celebration of Life
will be at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 14, 2018, at
Harvest Baptist Temple,
Clyde, with Pastor Allen
Holmes officiating. A re-

ception will immediately follow the
service at the temple. There will be
no burial at this time.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Scholar-
ship Fund for the Harvest Temple
Christian Academy.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Traunero Funeral Home
and Crematory, 214 S. Monroe
Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883, (419) 447-
3113. For directions, out of town
flower orders, to view the Celebra-
tion of Life video or to offer condo-
lences to the family, go to:
www.traunerofuneralhome.com.

April 12, 2018

Dorothy E. Lloyd, Beloved Wife, Mother,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother

Photo courtesy of kal seth photography
AND THEY’RE OFF...Runners show their community spirit during the Centen-
nial Village Group’s 2017 Velocity 5K Race. This year’s race is scheduled for
Sunday, June 3, at 9 a.m., starting in front of Lincoln School on Centennial Avenue
in Cranford.

Centennial Village Group
Gears Up For Annual 5K

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will host its Eighth
Annual Velocity 5K race on Sunday,
June 3. The chip-timed race starts at 9
a.m. and provides a flat tour of part of
Cranford’s south side, starting at Lin-
coln School on Centennial Avenue in
Cranford, and looping through Cen-
tennial Village and Mohawk Park.
All ages are invited to come out for
this family-friendly race and enjoy
the views of Centennial Village. Stroll-
ers are allowed and encouraged, as
there will be a prize for best deco-
rated Cranford spirited stroller.

The top three male and female run-
ners overall will receive a prize and
medals, and awards will be given to
the top three males and females in the
following age groups: 14 and under;
15 to 19; 20 to 29; 30 to 39; 40 to 49;
50 to 59; 60 to 69, and 70 and older.
Runners will automatically be en-
tered in raffles for prizes from local
businesses. Post-race snacks will be
provided by A Toute Heure restau-
rant, and Massages By Carrin
Fernandes will offer massages during
the entire event.

Last year’s race saw more than 100
runners from Cranford and surround-

ing towns. Participants ranged from
elementary-school students, to parents
with strollers, and senior citizens. Resi-
dents along the route came out to sup-
port and cheer on the runners. The
Centennial Village Group expects an
even larger turnout of runners and
supporters for this year’s race.

To pre-register for the 5K, visit
racenj.com. Pre-registration is open
through Saturday, May 19. The fees
are $25 for adults and $15 for youth
age 18 and under (plus service fee) and
include a tech T-shirt. Race-day regis-
tration also will be available, starting
at 8 a.m., and costing $30 for adults
and $20 for children. Anyone with
questions regarding the race is invited
to e-mail cvgvelocity@gmail.com.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of Cranford volunteers dedi-
cated to the revitalization and beauti-
fication of the Centennial Avenue
business district. In addition to the
Velocity 5K Race, the group holds an
annual MusicFest to raise funds for
its continual efforts to improve the
community. For more information
about Centennial Village and the
group, visit facebook.com/
CentennialVillageGroup.

Attorney Karolina Dehnhard
Named to N.J. Rising Stars

Budd Larner attorney, Karolina
Dehnhard, has been selected to the
2018 New Jersey Rising Stars list.
Each year, no more than 2.5 percent
of the lawyers in the state are selected
by the research team at Super Law-
yers to receive this honor.

Karolina Dehnhard is counsel in
the firm’s Family Law Department.
Ms. Dehnhard focuses her practice
on matrimonial law, including di-
vorce, prenuptials, child custody,
parenting time, alimony, child sup-
port and domestic violence issues.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Dorothy E. Lloyd, 101, died
peacefully on Wednesday, October
18, 2017, in Los Altos, Calif.

Born in Dublin, Ireland, on Feb-
ruary 23, 1916, Dorothy moved to
America in 1962 with her husband
and five children to live in Westfield,
N.J., at 605 Mountain Avenue, for
twenty-one years. She then moved
to East Brunswick, N.J., Frisco,
Tex., and Los Altos, Calif.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Jack Lloyd, of forty-four
years. Dorothy will be dearly missed
by her sister and brother in Ireland,
five children, daughters-in-law,

sons-in-law, 11 grandchildren, and
11 great-grandchildren.

A funeral mass will be held at the
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in
Westfield, N.J., this Saturday, April
14, at 10 a.m. Burial will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Dorothy was a great baker and
swimmer. Until she reached 100
years old, she frequently traveled by
herself to visit family members and
friends in North Carolina, Texas,
California, Virginia, France and Ire-
land.
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SP-F Parade Comm. Reveals
Concert and Parade Plans

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— The 2018 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade
Committee has announced that its
annual concert and parade will be
held on Sunday, May 27, and Mon-
day, May 28, respectively. The con-
cert is entitled “A Tribute to Fallen
Heroes.” The theme of this year’s
parade is “Remember and Honor
All Those Who Sacrificed.”

The seventh annual Memorial Day
Concert on May 27 will take place
on the north-side lawn at the
Fanwood train station beginning at
6:30 p.m. The Westfield Commu-
nity Band will play patriotic tunes
and traditional marches. The pro-
gram will include the reading of
letters written by members of the
U.S. military to their loved ones
back home.

Memorial Day ceremonies on
May 28 will begin with a memorial
service and presentation of wreaths
at 9 a.m. at the Fanwood Memorial
Library, located at 5 Forest Road. A

memorial tribute and laying of
wreaths will take place at 10 a.m. at
the gazebo at Park Avenue and Front
Street in downtown Scotch Plains.

The 2018 Memorial Day Parade
will start at 10:45 a.m. that day at
the gazebo in downtown Scotch
Plains. It will proceed along Park
Avenue to Martine Avenue into
downtown Fanwood. The parade
will end at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood.

The annual parade is funded by
the Township of Scotch Plains and
the Borough of Fanwood. The con-
cert is presented through the gener-
osity of local donors – individuals,
businesses and community organi-
zations – that underwrite the ex-
penses of staging the concert.

Individuals or organizations in-
terested in participating in the pa-
rade or making a donation to sup-
port the concert are asked to contact
Bob LaCosta at the Township of
Scotch Plains at (908) 939-8448 or
blacosta@scotchplainsnj.com.

Karolina Dehnhard

Westfield Library Prepares
For 45th Annual Book Sale

WESTFIELD — This April marks
the 45th year of the Book Sale at the
Westfield Memorial Library. Books
will be available to suit myriad in-
terests, from crafting to biographies
to baby books to cooking to sports,
as well as ample fiction. As in pre-
vious years all proceeds from the
sale go directly towards funding
and purchase of equipment and fur-
nishings at the library.

Area residents are invited to do-

nate books, CDs and DVDs for all
ages Wednesday through Friday,
April 18 to 20, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. each day, and on Saturday,
April 21, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The sale will take place Wednes-
day through Friday, April 25 to 27,
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. each day, and
Saturday, April 28, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Special sale days include the
Friends of the Library Members Pre-
view on Tuesday, April 24, from 4 to
8 p.m. Teachers will receive a 50-
percent discount on April 25 and 26;
Half Price Day for all will be on
April 27 and Bag Day will be on
April 28, when customers may buy a
bag for $7 and fill it up with books.

The Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library sponsors the book
sale. Anyone wishing to become a
Friends member or who is inter-
ested in volunteering for the sale is
asked to contact Marcy Lechner at
wmlvolunteers@gmail.com.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, visit wmlnj.org.

NAMI Support Group
To Meet on April 17

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County/National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness offers a monthly support
group for caregivers of a loved one
with a mental health diagnosis. The
next meeting will take place on
Tuesday, April 17.

Participants in these peer-led
group meetings have an opportunity
to gain insight from others facing
similar challenges. Meetings are held
on the third Tuesday of every month,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m., at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford,
located at 11 Springfield Avenue.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Norman Levenson, 93, Decorated Veteran;
Had Owned Essel Paint & Wallpaper

Norman Morton Levenson, 93, of
Boynton Beach, Fla., formerly of
Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away
peacefully, surrounded by his fam-
ily, on Tuesday, March 6, 2018, in
West Palm Beach, Fla.

Son of the late Sam and Clara
Levenson of Belmar, N.J., Norman
Levenson was born in Elizabeth, N.J.
After graduating Thomas Jefferson
High, Elizabeth, N.J., in 1942 and
attending the University of Pennsyl-
vania, he enlisted in the U.S. Army.

He proudly served his country in
World War II as a decorated Army
soldier in combat with the Second
Infantry Division Company C 2nd
Medical Battalion. A successful busi-
nessman, he was the previous owner
of Essel Paint & Wallpaper of
Plainfield and Gillette, N.J.

In 1957 he founded the first temple
in Scotch Plains, N.J., Temple Is-

rael, now Congregation Beth Israel,
where he served as President and
continued to be a member in Florida.
He was an active philanthropist and
avid fisherman.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Anita, and is survived by his beloved
children, son Barry Levenson and
his wife, Nancy, of West Palm Beach,
Fla. and Camano Island, Wash., and
daughters, Honi Rath of Crofton,
Md., and Lesley Levenson of N.Y.,
N.Y. He also leaves behind his cher-
ished grandchildren, Ali and Jaime
Levenson, Jacob and Brendan Rath
and Brittany Azulay, and his great-
grandchildren.

Donations in memory of Norman
M. Levenson may be made to ADNP
Kids Research Foundation, 4500 NE
132nd Circle, Brush Prairie, WA
98606, www.adnpfoundation.org.
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Senior Event to Focus
On Portion Control

WESTFIELD — “Healthy Liv-
ing-Healthy Eating: Realistic Por-
tion Sizes for Improved Health”
will be the featured program for
senior citizens on Tuesday, April
17, at 11:30 a.m., at The Senior
Resource Center at The Lavy
House. It has been rescheduled
from its original date last month.
The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is located at 748 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

Karen M. Ensle, a Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension professor, will be
the presenter. A light lunch will be
served and kosher dietary laws ob-
served. Registration is recommended
if planning to attend. To register, e-
mail info@jfscentralnj.org or call
(908) 352-8375.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between Jewish Family Service of
Central  New Jersey,  Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield and The
Westfield United Fund. Through a
grant from the Jewish Community
Foundation of Greater MetroWest
NJ, Jewish Family Service of Cen-
tral New Jersey provides program-
ming and the services of Licensed
Clinical Social Worker Naomi
Kreutzer each Tuesday. Programs
are free of charge and open to the
entire community.

Peter R. Collins
Former Resident of Westfield

Peter Roi Collins, of Darien,
Conn.; Tierra Verde, Fla.; and
Bayville, Me., died on Thursday,
April 5, 2018, in Tierra Verde, Fla.,
after a long struggle with
Parkinson’s disease. He was 76.

Mr. Collins was born to the late
William Henry Collins and Ursula
Meinhold Collins on June 4, 1941,
in Springfield, N.J. He grew up in
Westfield, N.J., and graduated from
Westfield High School in the class
of 1959. He attended Tufts Univer-
sity, where he graduated in the class
of 1963 with a bachelor’s degree in
government and was named Mr.
Tufts, an annual award conferred
upon the most outstanding member
of the senior class. In his freshman
year at Tufts he met his future wife.
He and Joy Sutton Collins were
married in 1964 and enjoyed 53
years together.

He had a long career in market-
ing, beginning with the Coca-Cola
Company and the Campbell Soup
Company, and culminating at
PricewaterhouseCoopers. There, in
addition to developing services for
the first business incubators, he
founded the Barometer Surveys pro-
gram and Trendsetter Barometer,
the quarterly survey of CEOs and

CFOs of privately held companies.
Trendsetter Barometer grew to in-
clude Manufacturing Barometer,
Management Barometer, and High-
Tech Barometer. Findings from the
survey program were shared through
his monthly Growing Your Busi-
ness magazine and the relationships
he developed with the business and
health education press, the Depart-
ment of Commerce, and the Clinton
White House.

In his free time, he enjoyed gar-
dening, music, and cheering on the
Philadelphia Flyers.

He is survived by his wife, Joy
Collins; his son and daughter-in-
law, William Roi Collins and Robin
Johnson Collins, and their children,
Hayden, Owen and Pierce Collins,
of Greenwich, Conn.; and his daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Jane Collins
Howell and Jon Paul Howell, and
their children, Henry and Audrey
Howell, of Atlanta, Ga.

For anyone who wishes, gifts in
his memory can be made in his name
to organizations of your choice or
to your local YMCA. There will be
a memorial service in Boothbay Har-
bor, Me., in the fall.
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Mr. Shovlin to Be Feted As
GWACC Bus. Leader of Yr.
FANWOOD – Ron Shovlin, owner

of the Shovlin Mattress Factory in
Fanwood, will be honored as “Busi-
ness Leader of the Year” during the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce’s (GWACC) 70th Anni-
versary Gala at the Primavera Re-
gency in Stirling  next Thursday,
April 19. This family-owned busi-
ness, located at 35 South Street,
doubles as a 2,000-square-foot show-
room and a manufacturing center.

“Owning a local business in
Fanwood has been an unbelievable
experience,” Mr. Shovin stated. “One
of the biggest benefits to a town like
this is the people. Getting involved
and working with the community is
important to me.”

Mr. Shovlin has been a member of
the GWACC since 2006 and has en-
couraged others to give back to the
community since his move to
Fanwood. Not only has Mr. Shovlin
remained a competitor against na-
tional mattress brands over the years,
but he also manufactures every mat-
tress he sells in Fanwood. Since relo-
cating the family business from
Garwood to Fanwood, Mr. Shovlin
has expanded his inventory and space
while keeping up to date with the
latest in mattress technology.

When asked what it meant to be
recognized as Business Leader of
the Year by the GWACC, Mr.
Shovlin said, “It is a true honor to
be acknowledged as a business
leader in this community. There are
so many top-quality businesses and
business owners in the surrounding
area. I have always taken pride in
doing the right thing for all of my
customers and finding ways to give
back to the people who support me
and my business.”

“Fanwood is proud of the work
Ron has done in our community,”
Mayor Colleen Mahr said. “He has

contributed to Fanwood in so many
ways, and we hope that his suc-
cesses can also encourage other
businesses to settle here to help
Fanwood grow.”

For more information on tickets,
sponsorships, and ad opportunities,
visit https://gwaccnj.com/events/gala/
.

DBSA to Focus On
‘Collaborative Care’
AREA — The Depression and Bi-

polar Support Alliance (DBSA) will
feature at its monthly meeting on
Wednesday, April 25, Thomas
Zaubler, M.D, M.P.H.

Dr. Zaubler will discuss “Collabo-
rative Care, Integrating Psychiatry
into Primary Care.” An “Ask the
Doctor” session on all aspects of mood
disorders will follow.

Dr. Zaubler has been the chairman
and medical director of the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Health at Morristown Medical Cen-
ter since 2000. He is a clinical profes-
sor of psychiatry with the Sydney
Kimmel Medical College of Thomas
Jefferson University

These educational meetings of the
organization take place on a Wednes-
day every month, at 7:45 p.m., using
the facilities of the Morristown Uni-
tarian Fellowship, 21 Normandy
Heights Road (about one block east
of the Morris Museum), Morristown.
For more information, visit http://
dbsanewjersey.org/morristownarea or
call (973) 994-1143.

The public is invited to attend all meet-
ings; a  nominal donation is requested
from non-members, when possible.

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES
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Frank Isoldi Appointed To
Trinitas Foundation Board

Frank Isoldi

ELIZABETH — Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center is proud to
welcome Frank Isoldi as the newest
member of the board of
directors for the Trinitas
Health Foundation.

“I am a firm believer
in giving back to the
community,” said Mr.
Isoldi, who also sits on
the board of directors
for The Westfield Foun-
dation, The 200 Club
and the Connie Dwyer
Breast Cancer Founda-
tion. “As a board mem-
ber, I hope to help bring
attention to the amaz-
ing work that is being
done at Trinitas by out-
standing doctors, staff
and volunteers.”

A lifelong resident of New Jersey,
Mr. Isoldi has been a successful real
estate agent since 1992. He has been
involved as a New Jersey Associa-
tion of Realtors’ Circle of Excel-
lence since 1993, achieving the high-
est level of Platinum since 2003. In
2016, he ranked number one in the
Westfield East office of Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage,
where he has worked for the 11th
consecutive year. Since 2014, he
ranked first in sales out of the ap-
proximately 3,000 agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker’s New Jersey
and Rockland County, N.Y. offices.

On a global scale, Mr. Isoldi earned
the Coldwell Banker International
President’s Premier Award for the

16th consecutive year.
This prestigious award
places him among the
top 1 percent of approxi-
mately 88,000 Coldwell
Banker sales associates
worldwide.

Mr. Isoldi, who gradu-
ated Westfield High
School and received his
bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics from Drew Uni-
versity, also has ongo-
ing involvement in other
local philanthropy and
political organizations.

Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, a major

center for comprehensive health ser-
vices for those who live and work in
Central New Jersey, is a Catholic
teaching medical center sponsored
by the Sisters of Charity of Saint
Elizabeth in partnership with
Elizabethtown Healthcare Founda-
tion. With 10 Centers of Excellence
across the continuum of care, Trinitas
has distinguished itself in cardiol-
ogy, cancer care, behavioral health,
renal care, nursing education, diabe-
tes management, wound healing and
sleep medicine. For more informa-
tion on Trinitas Regional Medical
Center, visit TrinitasRMC.org or call
(908) 994-5138.

Cantors Concert Set Sunday at Synagogue

Parade Comm. Slates
Planning Meeting

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee
invites everyone interested in partici-
pating in this year’s parade to come to
a planning meeting on Wednesday,
April 18, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue, West, Westfield.

Organizations interested in march-
ing in this year’s tribute should have
a representative attend this meeting.
Participation in the parade also can
take the form of sponsoring a wreath
to be placed at the Monument to
Veterans of World War I during open-
ing ceremonies or financial contri-
butions to help offset the costs of
running the parade.

The committee is requesting infor-
mation about any surviving World
War II veterans from Westfield and
surrounding towns. A special tribute
is being planned for them. Anyone
with information is asked to call (908)
233-2767.

The parade is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 28, at 9 a.m. Anyone with
questions may call Stan Cuba at (908)
233-2767.

TOUCH OF SPRING...Rake and Hoe Garden Club members bring some seasonal
joy to the Jardine Academy in Cranford by decorating the school’s Spring Tree.
Pictured, from left to right, are club members Betty Gulino, Mary Lou Nolas,
Cathy Becker, Joyce Mullen, Jane Christiani and Adah Levin; a Jardine staff
member, and club member Irene Greenstein.

Rake and Hoe Visits Jardine
For Spring-Themed Projects
WESTFIELD — As part of its

commitment to community service,
the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield visited the Jardine Acad-
emy in Cranford in early March,
where club members worked with
students and teachers’ aides to plant
a variety of vegetables, herbs and
flowers in seed trays. The plants
were placed under grow lights and
will be tended to by staff members.
When the plants are well estab-
lished, they will be planted in the
gardens at Jardine Academy.

Later in the month, club members
returned to Jardine Academy to
decorate the Spring Tree with the
100 kite ornaments designed by club
member Mary Lou Nolas and made
by fellow club members. The orna-
ments were inspired by the book
“Kite Day” by Will Hillenbrand. A
copy of the book was donated to the
school’s library. The Spring Tree

stands in the lobby of the school
and is enjoyed by all who pass by.

The Jardine Academy, operated
by the Cerebral Palsy League and
approved by the New Jersey De-
partment of Education, provides a
comprehensive educational pro-
gram designed to meet the cogni-
tive and physical needs of children
and young adults, ages 3 to 21,
with multiple disabilities.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club
is affiliated with the Garden Club of
New Jersey and the National Gar-
den Club, Inc. The club meets on
the second Wednesday of the month
at noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club in Scotch Plains. Membership
is open to residents of Westfield
and surrounding towns. For more
information, call Jeanne Marie Ryan
at (908) 654-0271 or visit the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL INVITED TO BOX CITY...Teens who are a part of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will be among the participants in Box City on Saturday and
Sunday, April 21 and 22, when they will camp out on the lawn of the church at 140
Mountain Avenue. The event will raise money and awareness for the Fish
Hospitality Program that assists homeless families.

Presbyterian Church to Host
Box City Fundraiser Event

WESTFIELD — Residents of
Westfield and the surrounding area
are invited by The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield (PCW) to par-
ticipate in an upcoming event called
Box City.

“The purpose of our doing Box
City on the front lawn of our church is
to bring awareness of homelessness
in general and the Fish Hospitality
Program, which assists homeless
families in Middlesex, Union and
Somerset Counties, in particular,” said
the Reverend Amanda Joria of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Box City is an overnight “camp-
out style” event, where participants
bring and design a cardboard box to
sleep in overnight, brave the elements,
and experience a small part of what
homeless people endure every night.

Families, businesses, school and
community clubs, youth groups,
sports teams, college students, Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts are all en-
couraged to participate. Children
under the age of 16, however, must
be accompanied by an adult chaper-
one (with a ratio of one chaperone to

seven children.)
Box City will take place on the

front lawn of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue at Broad Street.
Participants can start setting up their
boxes at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, April
21. The event runs until 8 a.m. on
Sunday, April 22.

The deadline for registration and
pledges is Monday, April 16. The
registration fee is $25 per person.
Late registration will be accepted
the day of the event only if space is
still available.

To register to participate in Box
City, go to the PCW Box City website,
pcwboxcity.com, and download and
print the registration form, pledge
sheet and indemnity and release form.
Copies of forms also can be picked
up in the church office, located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

Those who cannot stay can still
participate as a “Virtual Resident”
by raising funds but sleeping at home.
Virtual residents are welcome to at-
tend the evening program at Box
City, including soup-line dinner,
speakers and live entertainment from
6 to 10 p.m. Donations at any level
are welcome from those who cannot
spend the night.

For more information about
PCW’s Box City, visit
pcwboxcity.com or contact Jane
Collins at jrobcol@aol.com.

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.
Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Program Invites Art Lovers
To ‘Go, Van Gogh!’ May 2

CRANFORD — Area residents
are invited to get acquainted with
one of the world’s greatest artists in
“Go, Van Gogh!” on Wednesday,
May 2, beginning at 7 p.m. Hosted
by art historian Michael Norris,
Ph.D., it will take place at the
Cranford Community Center.

An incredibly prolific painter,
Vincent Van Gogh produced more
than 2,000 works of art in the last
decade of his life. In an hour-long
“Armchair Art Tour,” Mr. Norris will
explore some of these works, par-
ticularly those held by the Metro-
politan Museum of Art.

Mr. Norris, a former museum edu-
cator and New Jersey resident,
worked at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art and the Cloisters Museum for
20 years. His Armchair Art Tours
focus on works from area museums,
as well as local and world history.
Mr. Norris possesses a Bachelor of

Arts degree in Classics from the Uni-
versity of California at San Diego
and earned his Master of Arts degree
in Classics and Ph.D. in Art History
from the University of California at
Santa Barbara.

The Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue. Admis-
sion to the program is free and all are
welcome. For information about other
upcoming programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, go to cranfordlibrary.org and
click on Calendar or Upcoming Events.

SPRINGFIELD — Temple
Sha’arey Shalom will present The New
Jersey Cantors Concert Ensemble this
Sunday, April 15, at 4 p.m., to cel-
ebrate Cantor Amy Daniels and her 30
years of dedication and leadership.

General admission is $18 in ad-
vance or $20 at the door; children
under age 12 may attend for free.
Patron tickets are available for $36
and include a reserved seat and the

individual’s name listed in the pro-
gram. A gala reception will follow
the concert.

Ticket orders can be mailed to
Temple Sha’arey Shalom, 78 South
Springfield Avenue, Springfield,
N.J. 07081. For more information,
call  (973) 379-5387, e-mail
office@shaarey.org, visit  the
temple website, shaarey.org, or
access Facebook.com/Shaarey.

HPC Invites Public
To Meet and Greet

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s His-
toric Preservation Commission in-
vites the public to an informal Meet
and Greet event on Thursday, April
19, at 7 p.m. It will take place in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.

The commission invites residents
who are interested in historic preser-
vation and finding out more about the
process of designation. Attendees will
have an opportunity to meet the mem-
bers of the commission and to learn
more about what they do. For further
information, contact
HPC@westfieldnj.gov.

Temple Sholom to Observe
Yom HaShoah on Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom will host Yom HaShoah, a
Service of Remembrance and Hope,
this Sunday, April 15, beginning at 7
p.m. Yom HaShoah is Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

Free and open to the public, the
program will feature Temple Sholom
member Andrew Breit, who will tell
the story of his parents’ escape from
the Nazis in Poland, winding their
way from Lvov through central Rus-
sia and eventually to the city of
Smarkand in Uzbekistan, a former
Soviet Union Republic.

Attendees also will learn about
Joel and Blanka Breit’s experiences
before the war and after the war in a
Displaced Persons camp in Austria,
where Joel (Andrew’s father) served
as a photographer for the American
Joint Distribution Committee.

An exhibit of photographs taken
by Joel Breit will be mounted in the
Temple Sholom Lobby Gallery.

The Yom HaShoah program will
continue with a special service that
gives voice to those who endured

the cruelties of the Holocaust, from
those who perished at the hands of
the Nazis to those who miraculously
survived. Their words will be in-
cluded in the service through read-
ings and song. Included will be ex-
cerpts from Anne Frank’s diary;
poetry by resistance paratrooper
Hannah Senesch; liturgy by survi-
vor and humanitarian Elie Wiesel,
and stories and poems written by
others whose names are less well
known, such as children imprisoned
in Terezin concentration camp.

The service also will feature “mu-
sic of rebirth” after the war. Six
candles, representing the six mil-
lion Jews who perished, will be lit
by temple members whose lives,
either as Holocaust refugees or chil-
dren and grandchildren of survi-
vors, have been affected by the
Holocaust.

Temple Sholom is located at 1925
Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains. For
additional information, call the
Temple Sholom office at (908) 889-
4900 or visit sholomnj.org.
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000622

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027643-14

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO BANK
OF AMERICA N.A. AS SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO LASALLE BANK N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR WASHINGTON MUTUAL PASS
THROUGH CERTIFICATES WMALT SERIES
2007-OA2

VS.
Defendant: DAVID H. CAHN; SUSAN G.

CAHN; TD BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION F/
K/A TD BANK, F/K/A TD BANKNORTH N.A., AS
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO HUDSON
UNITED BANK; CACH OF NJ LLC; AND BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.

Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Three Thousand Two Hundred Six and 06/100***
$803,206.06.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 54
Highlander Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT #33, BLOCK # 15005.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Scotchwood

Glen.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 0.928 Acres.
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Twenty-One

Thousand Nine Hundred and 54/100***
$821,900.54 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000731

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21759-07

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: VALLEY NATIONAL BANK;

GIACOMO ORTIS AND ROSEANN SPALLINO
ORTIS, HIS WIFE, JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION; THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Six and
25/100*** $511,566.25.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1512 CENTRAL AV-
ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 2 in Block No. 5601.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 70 X 161
Nearest Cross Street: VERNON AVENUE.
BEGINNING at a point on the Southwesterly

side of Central Avenue said paint being distant
85 feet Northwesterly from the intersection of
said Southwesterly side of Central Avenue with
the Northwesterly side of Vernon Terrace; thence

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES: TOTAL AS
OF January 17, 2018.

For more information, please visit
WWW.AUCTION.COM or call (800) 280-2832.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Eight
Thousand One Hundred Twenty-Nine and 65/
100*** $528,129.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000757

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-029656-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SO-
CIETY, FSB D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS TRUSTEE FOR WINSTED FUNDING TRUST
2016-1

VS.
Defendant: TRICIA CHRISTIANSEN;

SANTANDER BANK,N.A., F/K/A SOVEREIGN
BANK; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/18/2018
Writ of Execution: 12/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
One and 71/100*** $355,721.71.

MUNICIPALITY: Borough of Fanwood.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 11 Helen

Street.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 2;

Block: 83.
DIMENSIONS: Approximately 70 X 137.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Lindy Avenue.
Beginning at a point in the Northeasterly side-

line of Helen Street, said point being distant
230.0 feet in a Northwesterly direction from the
intersection of the Northeasterly sideline of Helen
Street and the Northwesterly sideline of Lindy
Avenue; thence

Pursuant to a tax search of 01/18/2018; 2018
QTR 1 Taxes Due: 02/01/2018: $3,930.80 Open;
2018 QTR 2 Taxes Due: 05/01/2018: $3,930.79
Open; 2018 QTR 3 Taxes Due 08/01/2018: To
be determined; 2018 QTR 4 Taxes Due 11/01/
2018: To be determined; Water Account#: Pri-
vate - NJ American Water Co. 131 Woodcrest
Road Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08034 800-652-
6987; Sewer Account#: Included with taxes

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty-Nine
Thousand Six Hundred One and 15/100***
$369,601.15 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/18 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000830

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020121-14

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK N.A.
VS.
Defendant: DAVID K. BARKER; KAREN L.

BARKER; SKYLANDS ENERGY SERVICE INC.;
CITY MUSIC CENTER; AVE BARKER A/K/A
AVE SAMBLA BARKER N/K/A AVE BLITHE;
COMPLETE CARE; UVTNGSTON FINANCIAL
LLC

Sale Date: 04/25/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Thirty-Nine Thousand Two Hundred Fifty-Five
and 84/100*** $139,255.84.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 22, Block 302 f/k/a Lot 6, Block 28.
Commonly known as 515 Cicilia Place a/k/a

515 Cecilia Place, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
000.143 AC.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the side of
Cecelia Place, near East Second Street.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Forty-Five Thou-
sand Seven Hundred Forty-Two and 57/100***
$145,742.57 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 03/29, 04/05, 04/12
& 04/19/18 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000931

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024183-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COM-
PANY AMERICAS, AS TRUSTEE FOR RESI-
DENTIAL ACCREDIT LOANS, INC., MORT-
GAGE ASSET- BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-QO9

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM H. RUDOLPH, HIS

HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES 1-5 AND HIS, HERS, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; MIDLAND
FUNDINGLLC; STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; TYREEK L.S.H.
RUDOLPH; MRS. TYREEK L.S.H RUDOLPH,
HIS WIFE; ERICA S. RUDOLP-SHEPPARD;
KEENA A. RUDOLPH; AMBRI THOMPSON;
MR. THOMPSON, HUSBAND OF AMBRI TH-
OMPSON

Sale Date: 05/02/2018
Writ of Execution: 01/29/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-
Five and 27/100*** $385,525.27.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 531 TERRILL ROAD,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

It is known and designated as Block 301, Lot
11.

The dimensions are approximately 44 feet X
150 feet.

Nearest cross street: McCrea Place.
Prior lien(s): 2nd Quarter taxes open/due in

the amount of $1,455.06.
Sewer lien redemption in the amount of $723.40

(includes interest to 2/27/2018).
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Four

Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Nine and 97/
100*** $394,929.97 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 04/05, 04/12, 04/19
& 04/26/18 Fee: $222.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18000998

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12104-17

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: ALFRED WELLES SUMNER, IN-

DIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE
ESTATE OF AMY H. SUMNER; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 05/09/2018
Writ of Execution: 02/02/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Thirty-Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-
Seven and 94/100*** $238,847.94.

The property to be sold is located in FANWOOD
BOROUGH, County of UNION and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 36 GLENWOOD ROAD,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 12, in Block No. 71.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 59 X 107 X

83 X 86.
Nearest Cross Street: TILLOTSON ROAD.
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE SOUTH-

ERLY SIDELINE OF GLENWOOD ROAD THE
FOLLONG COURSES AND DISTANCES FROM
THE INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHERLY
SIDELINE OFGLENWOOD ROAD WITH THE
EASTERLY SIDELINE OF TILLOTSON ROAD.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF February 21, 2018: $0.00.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Forty-Six Thou-

sand One Hundred Seventy-Four and 63/100***
$246,174.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 04/12, 04/19, 04/26
& 05/03/18 Fee: $181.56

FAMILY EVENT...Congregation Beth Israel religious school student Jonah
Teicher, pictured with his grandparents, Pat and Gary Alexander, holds the
prayer book he received March 11. Jonah and other third graders received their
prayer books (siddurim) at a ceremony at the Scotch Plains synagogue that
included their families. Parents and grandparents had earlier created personal-
ized covers for their children’s prayer books.

Workshop to Address
Work/Life Balance

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Phi Eta
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Incorporated, will spon-
sor a “Reclaiming Your Work/Life
Balance” workshop and “Great Work,
Great Rewards” book signing on Sat-
urday, May 19, from 10 a.m. to noon,
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.

This event is free and open to the
public. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information, contact
akapeoprograms@gmail.com.

ALLENTOWN, Pa. –
Muhlenberg College claimed eight
prize winners at this year's National
Association of Teachers of Singing
(NATS) auditions.

The college's voice students made
a stunning showing at the District
Auditions of the NATS in February.
With 12 Muhlenberg students par-

ticipating, Samantha Tropper of
Scotch Plains was one of eight who
walked away as a prize winner in
their respective division.

Muhlenberg students swept the
entire Freshman/Sophomore Music
Aria and Art Song Division and
won two out of three possible awards
in each. The students performed
very well in both the Freshman/
Sophomore and Junior/Senior Mu-
sic Theater division.

"This impressive showing is a tes-
tament to the great talent and skill
of our students as well as the excel-
lent instruction they receive from
our music faculty," said Chris Jack-
son, director of choral and vocal
studies. "They represented them-
selves and the department superbly."

Cranford Library to Present
Additional Youth Activities

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, has announced the dates for
additional spring programs for chil-
dren and their parents or caregivers.

Children in grades 1 to 3 are in-
vited to visit the library on Tuesday,
April 24, at 7 p.m., to learn the ba-
sics of coding during iDiscover Cod-
ing. Classes acquaint children with a
coding concept through the use of
fun, educational apps. Participants
create interactive stories, animation
and even video games. Registration
is required and begins two weeks
before each program. Participants
are asked to register for one session
per month. This free program is spon-
sored by a grant from the Union
County Freeholders.

“Make Your Own Fairy Garden”
will be held on Saturday, April 28,
at 10:30 a.m. Participants will use
recycled materials to create their
own Fairy Gardens. This activity is
designed for a caregiver and child
to complete together. Registration
is required and begins on Saturday,
April 14.

A Bookmark Contest will run from
May 1 to 25. Youngsters are invited
to design a bookmark using the Sum-
mer Reading theme of “Libraries
Rock.” Seven winners will be se-
lected and their designs will be
printed and distributed at the library
and in schools. For more informa-
tion or to enter, visit the Children’s

Department desk.
STEM Story Time will take place

on Thursday, May 24, at 10:15 a.m.
This program features a story time
followed by guided STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math-
ematics)-based play. Registration is
not required, but participants are asked
to arrive on time as the library may be
unable to accommodate latecomers.

Music and Movement Story Time
will be held on Wednesday, May 23, at
10:15 a.m. Children ages 3 months to
2 years and a caregiver are invited for
a short, lively story time full of songs
and plenty of movement. This educa-
tional story time engages children in
essential early literacy practices. Reg-
istration is not required, but partici-
pants are asked to arrive on time to
ensure all may be accommodated.

Family M.E.S.S. (Math, Engineer-
ing, and Science Saturday), the award-
winning early literacy program, re-
turns on Saturday, May 19, at 10:30
a.m. Children ages 2 to 5 and their
families will explore educational sta-
tions together, where they will be
introduced to scientific concepts,
solve problems and have fun. Regis-
tration is required and can be done up
to two weeks before the program.
Space is limited.

Admission is free and all Cranford
residents are welcome for these activi-
ties. For a list of other upcoming pro-
grams, visit the library Web page at
CranfordLibrary.org and click on the
Children’s tab near the top of the page.

Dorothy Day Granddaughter
Due at Peace-Justice Event

WESTFIELD — The Peace and
Justice Committee of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s Parishes invites the public
to attend one of two presentations by
Kate Hennessy, writer and youngest
granddaughter among Dorothy Day’s
nine grandchildren, on Monday, April
23. The presentations will take place
at the Holy Trinity Parish Center, lo-
cated at 315 First Street, Westfield, at
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Hennessy is the author of
“Dorothy Day: The World Will Be
Saved by Beauty: An Intimate Por-
trait of My Grandmother.” This book
was recently awarded The Christo-
pher Award, an award presented to
writers of books that “affirm the
highest values of the human spirit.”

Ms. Hennessy has traveled the
world, including teaching English
as a second language in Guatemala
and to Tibetan refugees in India.
She will share stories of her work
with social justice and The Catho-
lic Worker movement.

As stated in the book “Blessed
Among Us,” by Robert Ellsberg,
“Dorothy Day’s cause for canoni-
zation was initiated in 2000, and
she was named a Servant of God. In
his speech before Congress in 2015,
Pope Francis cited her among four
‘great Americans’ who ‘offer us a
way of seeing and interpreting real-
ity,’ praised her commitment to jus-
tice and the cause of the oppressed.”

For further information about the
April 23 presentations, e-mail
info@pajcohtandsh.org.

The Peace and Justice Commit-
tee of Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
seeks to educate parishioners about
the social teachings of the Catholic
Church, building a just society and
living lives of holiness amidst the
challenges of modern society.

Single Jewish Friends
To Gather Sunday

AREA — The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends ages 50-plus will
hold a Meet and Eat Luncheon this
Sunday, April 15, at noon. It will
take place at Charlie Brown’s Fresh
Grill, located at 222 Plainfield
Road, Edison.

The cost to attend the luncheon is
the price of a meal off the menu and tip
plus $3. Interested persons are asked
to RSVP to Roberta at (908) 668-8450
or roger678@optonline.net.

Fire Dept. Auxiliary
Plans Clothing Drive
GARWOOD — The Ladies Auxil-

iary of the Garwood Volunteer Fire
Department will hold a clothing drive
on Saturday, April 21. It will take
place rain or shine from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment, located at 403 South Avenue.

Requested items include shoes,
stuffed animals, handbags, linens, belts,
men’s, women’s and children’s cloth-
ing. Clothes will not be cut up. The
Auxiliary regrets that it cannot pro-
vide receipts. Money earned from the
drive supports the volunteer fire de-
partment and scholarships for local
children. For more information or to
arrange for pickup of items on April
21, call Barb at (908) 868-4358.

Temple Sisterhood
Posts Vendor Boutique
SPRINGFIELD — The Sisterhood

of Temple Sha’arey Shalom, located
at 78 South Springfield Avenue,
Springfield, will present its annual
Vendor Boutique on Wednesday,
May 2, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is free.

Dozens of vendors, including new-
comers and returning favorites, will
participate. Among them are Mary
Kay Cosmetics, Watch-Tiques, Tangs
and Twirls, Touchstone Crystal Jew-
elry by Swarovski, Murano Glass
Tableware, Up Babe Boutique, Pam-
pered Chef, Paparazzi, Yesterday’s
Treasures by JPC, and Winecraft Col-
lections.

Vendors will donate items that will
be prizes in free raffles during the
event. For more information, call the
temple at (973) 379-5387.

Pool-Fitness Center Uses
Funds For Life Jackets

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Pool and Fitness Center has a new
inventory of life jackets that were
purchased as a result of a donation
from the Kenilworth Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW) and also as the
recipient of the AOAP (Association
of Aquatic Professionals) life jacket
grant program. Previously, the Fit-
ness Center did not allow life jackets
in its pools, but as a result of the
grant and the donation, a new life
jacket policy will be rolled out soon.

According to the Pool and Fitness
Center, the pool staff is very passion-
ate about promoting water safety and
prevention of drowning through the
center’s swim lesson program, as well
as through enforcement of rules and

regulations. These life jackets will
allow for improved safety during swim
lessons, as well as being available for
use at both summer pool locations,
especially during open swim time.

The Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center expressed appreciation to
the AOAP and the Kenilworth VFW
for their generosity and commit-
ment to providing knowledge and
resources to swimming facilities
across the country. “We are very
fortunate and plan to pay it forward
with drowning-prevention educa-
tion throughout our community,”
said a statement from the center.

LEADER/TIMES
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Tropper of Scotch Plains
Earns Award at Voice Audit.
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THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

2, 3, 4, 5 or 6-Week Options

June 25th - August 3rd

www.christopheracademy.com

Summer
Montessori Program

Ages 2.5 through 4 Years
2 or 4-Day Program
Westfield Campus

908-233-7447

Summer Camp
Half and Full-Day Program
Ages 3 through 7 Years

5-Day Program
Scotch Plains Campus

908-322-4652

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

PTA Reflections Winners
Recognized by SP-F Schools

Poet Laureate Shares Work
At Wardlaw+Hartridge

ASPIRING POETS...Middle School students Vanessa Fang of Edison, Jasmine
Burney of Plainfield, Nelagh Matthews of Metuchen, Rose Kassam of Scotch
Plains, Samia Silver of Rahway and Simrah Razvi of Somerset pose for a photo
with U.S. Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith after her poetry reading at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School.

CREATIVE KIDS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education recognized
a total of 24 students on March 19 whose creative works were recognized by the
Union County PTA and the State of New Jersey PTA as part of the PTA
Reflections program. Pictured from left to right are: (front row) Kevin Wright
Serfina DiMeglio, Kaya Desai, Kaylin Gonzales; and (back row) Erica Schug,
Sana  Anad, David Gomez and Elorie Howell.

Denise Cafiero Is Chosen
As Educator of the Year

Local Residents Earn Dean’s
List at Northeastern Univ.

GARWOOD – Denise Cafiero, a
fifth-grade and sixth-grade math and
science teacher, has been chosen as
Garwood’s Educator of the Year. She
will be honored at the 14th annual
Appreciation Dinner sponsored by
the Education Foundation of
Garwood.

Ms. Cafiero, a Bayonne native,
holds a bachelor’s degree in biology
with a minor in chemistry from the
College of Saint Elizabeth. She be-
came an educator through the New
Pathways to Teaching program at
Hudson County Community College.
She taught in Bayonne for five years
and is completing her fifth year in the
Garwood School District.

Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., the
borough’s superintendent of schools,
described Ms. Cafiero as an “ener-
getic, dedicated and kind teacher”
who has been nominated for this award
every year.

Ms. Cafiero has lived in Garwood
for six years, and her daughter, Kaeley,
is a sixth-grader at the Lincoln School.

The Appreciation Dinner, at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, April 26, at the

Westwood, 438 North Avenue, will
include a “tricky tray” auction offer-
ing a chance to win tickets to join the
studio audience at Live with Kelly
and Ryan, Good Morning America,
The View and The Late Show with
Stephen Colbert as well as gift certifi-
cates from local businesses.

Dinner tickets cost $45 in advance
and $50 at the door. They are avail-
able at the Garwood Public Library,
411 Third Avenue; the Lincoln School,
400 Second Avenue, or through the
foundation president, Sara Todisco
(saramtodisco@gmail.com or (908)
377-7890). Tickets will cover a buf-
fet dinner, beer and wine. Mixed
drinks will be available at a cash bar.

About 100 people attended last
year’s dinner, which raised almost
$4,000 for the foundation, a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)3 organiza-
tion. It was founded in 2004 to work
with the Garwood School District “in
pursuit of educational excellence.” It
provides scholarships to graduating
eighth-grade and high school students
and grants to Garwood teachers in
support of enrichment projects.

PTC Presents How to Behave
When Your Kids Don’t

Digital Electricity in
Westfield Public Schools

EDISON – Tracy K. Smith, the
current U.S. Poet Laureate and Di-
rector of the Creative Writing De-
partment at Princeton University,
spent a few exciting hours at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison reading to and meeting with
students on April 4.

At the Berry Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Ms. Smith read poems from her
Pulitzer Prize winner, Life on Mars,
as well as new poems from her col-
lection published this week, Wade in
the Water. Poems such as "Sci-Fi,"
"The Universe as Primal Scream,"
and "Wade in the Water" challenged
the audience to think about being
human in an incomprehensible uni-
verse, full of paradox.  She also read
poems from her current project in-
volving the American South and the
inescapable visual vestiges of sla-

very and institutional racism. To help
provide insight into a poem's imag-
ery, sound and form, Ms. Smith
shared her inspiration behind par-
ticular poems. Students asked Ms.
Smith questions at the end of her
reading.

A small group discussion with Up-
per School students followed in the
Center for Global Learning where
students engaged in a Q and A with
Ms. Smith, read original work in-
spired by Life on Mars, and had their
books signed. AP Language and
Composition juniors read Life on
Mars last trimester and were famil-
iar with her work.

"The students here are so poised
and deeply thoughtful," Ms. Smith
said. "Their questions were unique
and I was moved by the writing they
have done in response to the poems."

BOSTON, Mass. – Northeastern
University is pleased to recognize
those students who distinguish them-
selves academically during the course
of the school year. The following
local residents were recently named
to the University's dean's list for the
fall semester, which ended in Decem-
ber 2017.

Cranford: Maria Schwartz, major-
ing in Political Science/Economics.

Fanwood: Shay Blechinger-
Slocum, majoring in Electrical and
Computer Engineering and Amy Liu,
majoring in Pharmacy.

Mountainside: Judy Wong, major-
ing in Computer Sci/Interactive Me-
dia.

Scotch Plains: Jacob Arkin, major-
ing in Cell and Molecular Biology;
Abrahim Elseht, majoring in Biol-
ogy; Rigel Madraswalla, majoring in
Computer Engineering/Computer
Science; Sarika Mujumdar, majoring

in Pharmacy; Maria Pansulla, major-
ing in Health Science; and Nicole
Van Etten, majoring in Behavioral
Neuroscience.

Westfield: Tristen Abaya, major-
ing in Mathematics/Busines Admin-
istration; Amanda Cheung, majoring
in Mechanical Engineering; Erica
Cheung, majoring in Health Science;
Benjamin Howell, majoring in In-
dustrial Engineering; Stephanie Jung,
majoring in Design; and Ryan
Murphy, majoring in Chemical Engi-
neering.

To achieve the dean's list distinc-
tion, students must carry a full pro-
gram of at least four courses, have a
quality point average of 3.5 or greater
out of a possible 4.0 and carry no
single grade lower than a C- during
the course of their college career.
Each student receives a letter of com-
mendation and congratulation from
their college dean.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion recognized a total of 24 stu-
dents on March 19 whose creative
works were recognized by the Union
County PTA and the State of New
Jersey PTA. The PTA Reflections
program is a nationally acclaimed
student recognition program estab-
lished by the National PTA designed

to encourage students to explore
their talents and express themselves
artistically. Students in grades Kin-
dergarten through 12th grade sub-
mitted their interpretation of the
theme in six artistic areas includ-
ing: dance choreography, film pro-
duction, literature, music composi-
tion, photography, and visual arts.

The following eighteen students
received a Certificate of Participa-
tion from the Union County PTA for
their creative entries:  Erica Schug,
Francesca Amore, Persis Baah,
Gabriella Tomon, Sana Anad, David
Gomez, Emily Juckes, Elorie
Howell, Jazlyn Navarro, Kayla
Fiore, Liam Abbott, Bridget Abbott,
Serafina DiMeglio, Charlotte Smith
Emilia Smith, Kaya Desai, Kaylin
Gonzales and Kevin Wright.

The following six students’ cre-
ative entries have received recogni-
tion from the State PTA and their
entries will now compete at the Na-
tional level: Isobel Bruce, Lauren
Mirenda, Anika Chakravarthy, Mat-
thew Levine, Naima Jagdish and
Aditi Gokhale.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
PTC-Special Education Committee
and the Westfield Department of Spe-
cial Services will present “How to
Behave When Your Kids Don’t” on
Wednesday, April 18. There will be a
committee business meeting from 7
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and the presentation
will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School, Library-2nd
Floor, 800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

Understanding children with dif-
ficult behaviors is challenging, es-
pecially when those children have
developmental disabilities, such as
ADHD and ASD. Parents and edu-
cators are called upon to be creative
and innovative when dealing with
challenging behaviors. Here is an
opportunity to learn from the staff of
the Department of Special Services
how better to understand and inter-

pret these behaviors, and to learn
about appropriate programs or strat-
egies to address them. The objec-
tives are to understand the “why”
behind the behaviors, to determine
appropriate goals, accommodations
and services to best address/over-
come the behaviors, and to imple-
ment strategies both inside and out-
side the classroom consistent with
meeting common goals.

This program is free and all par-
ents, teachers, and therapists are in-
vited to attend.  No pre-registration is
required and 1.5 CEU’s will be of-
fered free of charge.

For more information email
WestfieldSpecialEdParents@gmail.com
or visit www.westfieldnjk12.org/
p a g e s /
Westfield_Town_School_District/
Parents/SpecialEdParents.

College Club to Host
Organization Specialist

Lupin Earns Graduate
Degree from JMU

HARRISONBURG, Virg. – James
Madison University is pleased to an-
nounce the following students who
graduated during the December 16
graduate school commencement ex-
ercises.

Emily Heather Lupin of Cranford
graduated with a degree in Occupa-
tional Therapy MOT from The
Graduate School at James Madison
University.

Ms. Lupin was among more than
900 students who received under-
graduate, master's, educational spe-
cialist and doctoral degrees.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Public Schools technology
team were among those chosen out of
more than 350 submissions to present
at TECHSPO ‘18, where educators from
across New Jersey gathered recently to
share innovative uses of technology in
their classrooms and school districts.

Chief technology officer Brian Auker,
network manager Arvin Videl and com-
puter technician Joseph Marateo pre-
sented “Time to Face the Internet of
Things (IoT),” a wide ranging techno-
logical review that included a pioneer-
ing look at the use of digital electricity
in Westfield Public Schools.

“We’re working with the industry
leader in digital electricity,” said Mr.
Auker.  “We’re one of the few schools
across the country doing this.”

Digital electricity provides a more
efficient and less expensive way to
keep the school district’s network and
devices up and running at all times.
Instead of larger generators and dedi-
cated electrical circuits, says Auker, the
district instead powers its main tech-
nology closet and runs digital electric-
ity out to sub closets and smaller gen-
erators in each of the buildings.

At the start of the presentation, the
Westfield tech team cited EZ Pass and
garbage cans with sensors that alert
public works officials when the can is
full as examples of connecting devices
to the Internet to share data and im-
prove upon the way things work.

The team told the gathering it has

replaced traditional telephones in the
Westfield school district with Internet
Protocol (IP) phones that run through
the district’s data network as do other
new recently installed technologies.
This melding of data and power is
called Power over Ethernet (POE) and
it allows ethernet cables to simulta-
neously transmit data and power using
a single network cable.

“Wireless access points connect to
and are powered by the data network,”
Mr. Auker said. “The IP phones are
powered through the data network. And
we’ve deployed an integrated clock,
intercom and notification system in all
of our classrooms which connects di-
rectly into the data network.”

“POE provides greater cost savings
and installation flexibility than tradi-
tional wiring,” he adds.  “Additionally,
in order to keep our POE running, we
started deploying digital electricity.”

TECHSPO is sponsored each year
by the New Jersey Association of School
Administrators.  Westfield Public
Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan and Assistant Superintendent for
Curriculum, Instruction and Programs
Paul Pineiro also attended TECHSPO
‘18 on January 25 in Atlantic City.

“It was quite an honor for Mr. Auker,
Mr. Videl and Mr. Marateo to be
chosen to present at TECHSPO ‘18,”
said Superintendent Dolan. “I am
proud of the work they do to advance
technology in our district for both
students and staff.”

FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS –
The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains welcomes “organizing humor-
ist” Jamie Novak at their Monday, April
23 meeting to present topics from her
newest book, Keep This, Toss That.

Ms. Novak is a 1990 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
She travels nationally presenting her
programs and tips on spring cleaning
for a fresh start. Topics to be discussed
include which papers to keep and which
to shred, what to toss, how to let go,
where to begin organizing, how to
clear clutter, and how to store stuff.

This program is open to the public,
is free of charge and will take place on

Monday, April 23 at Union Catholic
High School in the school cafeteria at
7:30 p.m. after a brief refreshment pe-
riod. Attendees should park on the left
side of Union Catholic (when facing the
building from Martine Ave.) and enter
the door there. Union Catholic is located
at 1600 Martine Ave., Scotch Plains.

WHS to Host Panel on
Renewable Energy

WESTFIELD – The League of
Women Voters of New Jersey and
Westfield High School, along with
others, are sponsoring an educa-
tional panel on the transition to 100
percent renewable electrical gen-
eration in New Jersey. The panel
will address how that will impact
jobs in conventional industry, the
cost of electricity, and the stability
and resilience of the power grid.

New Jersey has been moving to-
ward renewable generation of elec-
tricity since 2007, a transition that
affects the economy, health, and cli-
mate. Because scientists have con-
cluded that greenhouse gas emis-
sions are causing both a global in-
crease in temperature and sea level
rise–a serious threat to New Jersey
where our coastal region is subsid-
ing–there is a push to accelerate the
transition.

The panel will be held on Thurs-
day, April 19 at 7 p.m. in the Westfield
High School Auditorium at 550
Dorian Road in Westfield. Co-spon-

sors are the Westfield Green Team,
Unitarian Universalist Faith Action
NJ, and Beacon Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation in Summit. The
League of Women Voters will pro-
vide a moderator for the panel.

The panel will open with a short
educational video and presentations
from the panelists representing busi-
ness, labor, government, and envi-
ronmental groups. Then a League
of Women Voters moderator will
ask them prepared questions, plus
questions submitted by the public.
The panelists will be: Jim Walsh,
Renewable Energy Policy Analyst,
Food and Water Watch; Lyle
Rawlings, President, MidAtlantic
Solar Energy Industry Association;
Richard Lawton, Executive Direc-
tor, NJ Sustainable Business Coun-
cil; Joseph Fiordaliso, President,
Board of Public Utilities; Dan
Fatton, Executive Director, Work
Environment Council; and Serpil
Guran, Director, Rutgers
Ecocomplex.

Heard Participates in
Alternative Spring Break

HARRISONBURG, Virg. –
Westfield resident Kaelyn Heard
spent spring break serving others
through James Madison University's
Alternative Spring Break Program.
Heard, a Marketing major, traveled
to Macon, Georg. to volunteer with
Fuller Center.

The student-led ASB trips took
place from March 5 to 12. Each trip
focused on a social issue, such as
homelessness, resettlement, envi-
ronmentalism or community
wellness, in a specific region. Al-
most 250 students embarked on 25
spring break trips around the coun-
try and world. The students spent

the week living simply, focused on
service in their destination commu-
nity but also on teamwork and re-
flection within their group.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-04

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE
FOR A REVISED RATE
SCHEDULE FOR 2018 PUR-
SUANT TO §134-16 (RATE
SCHEDULE) IN ARTICLE V
(INDUSTRIAL WASTE &
FEES) IN CHAPTER 134
(SEWERS) OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, FOR THE INDUS-
TRIAL USER CHARGE PRO-
VIDED FOR IN §134-15.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-04, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 04/12/18, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a Special Meeting
on Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
and Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 7:00
p.m. at the Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, First Floor Council Chambers to
hear the application of T-Mobile Northeast
LLC and Horvath Towers V, LLC, for prop-
erty located at 1985 Route 22, Block 1901,
Lot 4.02, B-3 Zone. The aforementioned
property is in the B-3 Highway Business
Zone which does not permit cell towers.
Applicant proposes to install a 130 foot
monopole, as amended to a 105 foot mono-
pole, with two 9 foot lightning rods at-
tached, with nine (9) wireless communica-
tions antennas, and a GPS antenna at the
base, contrary to the following Zoning Or-
dinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. L, B-3 High-
way Business Zone, Schedule of Lot,
Yard and Building Requirements:

Column 13 Building Height (feet), Max
Allowed: 35 feet,  Proposed: 130 feet,
amended to 105 feet.

Applicant also proposes to construct a
10 feet x 20 feet concrete pad at the base
of the pole, with three (3) equipment cabi-
nets, as well as install a 6 foot high fence
around the compound area.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours
(Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.).

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $40.80

DCA Marks the 50th
Anniversary of

Fair Housing Act
TRENTON – During National Fair

Housing Month, recognized during
the month of April, the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA) is honor-
ing the 50th anniversary of the Fair
Housing Act (Act) passed by Con-
gress in April 1968 immediately fol-
lowing the assassination of civil rights
icon Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Amended in 1988, the Act guaran-
tees equal housing opportunities for
all people and makes it illegal to
discriminate in the sale, rental and
financing of housing based on race,
color, national origin, gender, reli-
gion, family status or disability.

In New Jersey, DCA is the state
agency charged with the principal
responsibility of administering hous-
ing-related programs.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Every spacious apartment features a large master bedroom, 
an impressive kitchen package, and upscale flooring and 
cabinetry. All within walking distance of fabulous restaurants 
and shops, and the Garwood train station. 

 Open and airy floorplans 
 Outside terraces
 Full-size washers and dryers

 On-site maintenance
 Private parking

500 North Avenue  Garwood, NJ 07027  866-419-1263  garwoodlofts.com

WORK HARD,
 LIVE RIGHT.

Spectacular,  
open-air loft living — 
just a short walk from 
the train station. 

MONTH
FREE1

MOVEIN 
SPECIAL!*

* Leasing special valid on all applications approved and accepted 
by 4/30/18. For units with a move-in by 4/30 only.

MURPHY SCORES ON CONNELLY’S ‘SQUEEZE’ BUNT

Cougars ‘Squeeze’ 1-0 Victory
Over Blue Devils in 11 Innings

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perfection was needed and carried
out when Pat Connelly heeded the
call and laid down a perfect squeeze
bunt single as Mike Murphy came
flying home with the winning run in
the bottom of the 11th inning to earn
the Cranford High School baseball
team a 1-0 victory over Westfield at

Memorial Field in Cranford on April
5. Obviously the performances of all
four pitchers who stepped on the
mound were also close to perfection.

That magic moment was set up
when Murphy, who also doubled in
the first inning, drilled a double to
leftfield off Blue Devil relief pitcher
Mike Carlone then alertly dashed to
third on Jamie Shriner’s short

grounder to third baseman Matt Man-
ning, who tossed to first for the out.

“It was a fastball right down the
middle and I knew I just had to get on
base, get into scoring position, get a
win just one run and I did it. I saw how
in it [grounder] was. I saw that the
third baseman didn’t even check me
so I just went on,” Murphy explained.

SPF’S BRADY 2 GOALS, 3 ASST; BROGAN 3 GOALS, ASST

Raiders Hold Off Cougars, 9-7,
For ‘Cole’s Cup’ in Boys Lax

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Never give up seemed to be the
attitude of the Cranford High School
boys lacrosse team during the Fifth
Annual “Cole’s Cup” game against
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 5. The 1-1 Cougars found itself
trailing, 5-1, late in the second quar-

ter and inched to within one goal but
the 2-1 Raiders also stepped up to
earn a 9-7 victory for their third
straight “Cole’s Cup” victory and
fourth overall.

“It is always special to win The
‘Coles Cup’ game because what it
means to our program and how much
Cole Weber impacted me as coach, as
well as our program. He courageously

fought and beat cancer and showed us
all how to celebrate the little things
and not to take any days for granted,”
Raider Head Coach Nick Miceli said.

“I was pleased with a couple of
points, but obviously not with the
final outcome,” commented Cougar
Head Coach Al Reinoso. “We played
relatively well, but obviously not well

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING THE GOAL...Raider Ed Smith, No.1, and goalkeeper Tom Bruckman attempt to prevent Cougar Hunter
Brogan, No. 21, from scoring during the Fifth Annual “Cole’s Cup” at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT ON A CLOSE PLAY...Blue Devil relief pitcher Mike Carlone, No. 18, puts the tag on Cougar Mike Murphy in the
bottom of the ninth inning in Cranford on April 5. The Cougars won on a squeeze play, 1-0, in the 11th inning.

Blue Devils Nip GL Highlanders
Baseball Story – April 19 Issue
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INDIANS BASKETBALL CAMP
Fundamentals and Fun for all Skill Levels

Boys & Girls Ages 6-16

https://sites.google.com/site/indiansbasketballcamp

Monday - Thursday: 9:00am - 2:30pm
Friday: 9:00am - 1:00pm

$190.00

June 25 - June 29, 2018
ALJ High School, Clark

July 16 - July 20, 2018
Rahway High School

Includes: Quality Instruction, Camp T-Shirt, Prizes
Siblings and additional week(s) at a cost of $170.00

Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!Email: indiansbbcamp@gmail.com • Phone: 732-396-3717 • Twitter: @IndiansBBcamp Follow Us!!

WF’S HOWELL RAPS 2 RBI 2B;CR’S McCAFFREY 3-FOR-4

Blue Devils Plate 4 in 4th, Top
Lady Cougars in Softball, 4-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three innings of scoreless ball was
abruptly interrupted in the top of the
fourth inning when the Westfield High
School softball team found the right
combination to plate all four of its
runs en route to a 4-1 victory over the
Cranford Cougars at Adams Field in
Cranford on April 6. The game also
featured strong pitching performances
from Blue Devil pitcher Bridget
Hyland and Cougar pitchers Morrigan
Gardiner and Brenna Dolan, as well
as a number of fine defensive plays.

The Westfield fourth inning began
with a looping leadoff single by Ally
Gulla (2-for-4) then Hyland moved
her to second with a sacrfice bunt.
Caroline Dwyer was hit-by-a-pitch
and Julia Romano (2-for-5) rapped an
RBI single to right, scoring Gulla.
Erica Lawrence sizzled a single past
third then Gen Howell came up with
the big hit, a two-run double to the
centerfield fence. After Jordan Sacher

walked to reload the bases, Natalie
Patterson walked to bring Lawrence
home with the fourth run.

“I was seeing mostly inside, which
is what I a feel more comfortable
with, so it was a matter of driving it to
the right spots and getting everybody
in that I could,” Howell said. “When-
ever I get a hit, I am happy that I can
do something for my team. I think we
came together as a team really well,
especially in that inning.”

Up until that fateful inning,
Gardiner, a freshman, had recorded
six strikeouts and did manage to es-
cape the first and third innings with
runners in scoring position. In the
first, Gardiner yielded singles to
Romano and Howell and a walk to
Sacher setting up a bases loaded situ-
ation with one out but she fanned the
next batter and got the next batter to
pop up. The third inning was bases
loaded with two outs with walks to
Howell and Rachel Rothenberg and a
single to Sacher but Gardiner struck

out the next batter.
“She has a lot of pitches. Again,

that was her first real appearance on
the mound. She pitched to three bat-
ters yesterday. I think she did a great
job. She was hitting her spots. Her
warmups looked great, so you will
see her a lot this season,” Cougar
Head Coach Heather West promised.

Senior Brenna Dolan, who relieved
Gardiner in the fourth inning, fin-
ished the game, allowing one hit and
four walks while striking out four.
Hyland pitched a complete game, al-
lowing just four hits, a walk and a hit
batter, while striking out seven.
Rothenberg was involved in two key
putouts at third base and Romano
initiated several putouts at shortstop.
Patterson at first base made a pair of
fine scoops for putouts.

“Julia is always behind me making
those plays. She always takes the ex-
tra step, makes the extra play. That
really makes a difference in our de

BARDEN 3 RBI, WAGNER 3 1B, HOFFMAN RETIRES 12 STR

Blue Devils’ Guns Awaken;
Stop Raider Baseballers, 12-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Big guns awakened for the Blue
Devils, who plated seven runs in the
bottom of the second inning, then
continued putting the bat on the ball
to overcome the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team,
12-6, at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield on April 9. Blue Devil start-
ing pitcher Tyler Hoffman, who
struggled early with control problems,
found the mark after facing two bat-
ters in the third inning then went on to
retire 12 straight Raiders before Dan
Russo stepped in to relieve in the
seventh inning.

Up until that time, the Raiders
tagged Hoffman for two runs in the
top of the first, another in the second
and had two runners in scoring posi-

tion with no outs in the third.
Hoffman’s first out of his streak was
an RBI groundout to second by Raider

Danny Wilkinson (2 RBI). The sec-
ond was an RBI sacrifice fly to center
by Sam Schetelich and the third was a
groundout to third by Tyler Stines.
From that point, it was all Hoffman’s
game.

“I came out there. I wasn’t throw-
ing the curveball for a strike. I wasn’t
getting the kind of break that I wanted.
It was kind of staying up but then I
worked on it in warmups, worked on
it in the bullpen and I started seeing
the results that I wanted. I started
getting it over the plate, getting swings
and misses and a lot of looks too. It
was obviously what I want. It took me
a little while to settle in for the first
start of the year. After I locked in,
everything was working for me,”
Hoffman explained.

He also received some defensive

support from catcher Jake Vall-
Llobera.

“It’s a great feeling knowing you

have someone back there who is go-
ing to relay the calls from [Coach]
Sloan,” Hoffman said.

The Raiders took a 2-0 lead in the
first. Josh Canavan beat out an infield
single and Dean Kirian followed with
a single to right and advanced to sec-
ond on the throw to third. Canavan
scored on Wilkinson’s groundout then
Kirian scored on a ball in the dirt.
After Schetelich walked, Stines drilled
a single to center where Blue Devil
Stevie Barden fired to second baseman
Mike Knapp, who then fired to Vall-
Llobera to nail Schetelich attempting
to score.

In the second inning, Raider pinch
runner Jonny Ramos scored on Pat
Downey’s single to right but further
runs were prevented when Knapp
made a nice backhand flick to second

where shortstop Andrew Caminitti
stepped on the bag and fired to Chris

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THIRD LAP OF THE 1,600...Blue Devil Adam Holtzman, front, leads Spencer Harding on the third lap of the 1,600. Declan
O’Connor is in the background during the tri-meet with the AL Johnson Crusaders and the Roselle Rams in Westfield.

Blue Devils Open Track Season
Vs. ALJ, Roselle, Metuchen Relays

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A BIG LEAP...Blue Devil Quinn Priscoe leaps 19-1.5 in the long jump
in the meet against ALJ and Roselle. He also won the triple jump event.

The Westfield High School boys
and girls track & field teams opened
the regular season with a tri-meet
against the AL Johnson Crusaders
and the Roselle Rams at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 4. The
Blue Devil boys captured first in ev-
ery event except the 200 and 800
meters. Then on April 7, the Blue
Devils competed at the Metuchen
Relays and turned in some fine times.

In the tri-meet, Rob Brown and
Steve Zucker took 1-2 in the 100 both
clocked at 11.4. Brown at 53.8 and
Jackson O’Brien at 54.9 took 1-3 in
the 400. Zucker at 23.5 and Ajay
Olson at 23.8 finished 2-3 in the 200
and Tommy Chen finished second in
the 800 at 2:16.9. Quinn Priscoe was
a double winner, taking first in the
long jump with a leap of 19-1.5 and
first in the triple jump with a distance
of 34-8.5.

The Blue Devils swept the 1,600
with Garrett Jackler at 5:07.4, Adam
Holtzman at 5:09.9 and Spencer

Harding at 5:12.1 and also swept the
3,200 with Holtzman at 12:35.8,
Declan O’Connor at 12:36.9 and
Jackler at 12:46.2. Chris Colinero took
first in the 400 hurdles at 63.0, fol-
lowed bh Nick Savorgianakis at 63.2.
Chris Calimano (57.9), Chen (59.8),
Devin Wendel (56.3) and Olson (55.9)
took first in the 4x400 at 3:49.9.

Bennie Buontempo at 124-0 and
Declan McCauley at 93-8 placed 1-3
in the discus. McCauley won the shot
put with a shove of 39-10.5. Brendan
Riccardi won the javelin with a toss of
138-6. Yallen Bai with a height of 9-
0 and Mike Nemeth at 7-6 took 1-2 in
the pole vault.

At the Metuchen Relays, the Lady
Blue Devils placed second in two
events, the 4x800 and the Distance
Medley Relay (DMR). Emma Jackler,
Katie Hamilton, Mia Melao and Grace
Morgan crossed the line in 9:44.55 in

the 4x800. In the DMR, Caroline
Stockwell, Marie Koglin, Jessica
Stern and Brianna Hatch finished in
13:43.94. Individually, Grace Endy
finished fourth in the 1,600 at 5:41.82
and Lauren Triarsi finished fifth in the
100 hurdles at 16.31.

Will Loggia, Ajay Olson, Cooper
Brennan and Will McGlynn took
fourth overall in the DMR with a time
of 10:59.13. Individually, Joe
SanGiacomo with a toss of 163-5.5
and Brendan Riccardi at 149-0 took
2-3 in the javelin event and with Mike
Fuccillo’s toss of 118-4 the trio took
second in the team event with a dis-
tance of 430-9.5. Bennie Buontempo
placed seventh in the discus with a
toss of 128-2 and Brown finished
10th in the 400 at 53.59. In the team
discus, Buontempo, McCauley and
Braden Stryker took fifth with a com-
bined distance of 338-7.5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALSO TAKING A BIG LEAP...A Lady Blue Devil soars into the pit in the long
jump event during the meet against ALJ and Roselle.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A BIG STRETCH...Blue Devil first baseman Chris Wagner makes a big stretch to get the throw from second but
Raider Josh Canavan crosses first safely for an infield single. The Blue Devils’ bats came alive and won 12-6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN...Cougar Ryan Belliott, No. 8, gets caught in a rundown and eventually gets tagged out by Blue
Devil pitcher Bridget Hyland in the third inning at Adams Field in Cranford. Westfield topped the Cougars, 4-1.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approx-
imations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. All associates featured are licensed with NJ Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson.©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

John Papa Elias Christodoulakis Faith Maricic Susan Checchio

Westfield |  $1,577,000
Old world charm w/new amenities. 5BR.
5+Baths. 3 blocks to train & town, Still time to
pick paint colors & features.
Search 3455222 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers March 2018

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Westfield |  $1,499,000
Gracious 5BR/3+BA Vintage-style appoint-
ments. Large wrap around porch. Gourmet
EIK. Desirable Northside Brightwood loc.
Search 3457033 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,399,000
Stunning custom 4 bdrm, 4+ bth Expanded
Ranch located in desirable Indian Forest.
Gleaming chef's Kitchen. Spacious rooms.
Search 3456591 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,199,900
Welcome Home to this gracious 5BR/3+BA
Dutch Col situated on a beautiful & large
manicured property. Perfect location. 
Search 3453541 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,089,000
Fulfill all your dreams in this Brightwood
Beauty! Exceptional Open floor plan, 4
Bedrooms, 4+Baths. Lovely yard!
Search 3448243 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $839,900
Spacious 4BR/3+Bath Home in Mint condi-
tion. Located on a quiet cut-de-sac Boasting
2 Mastr Bdrms w/ensuite Baths, updtd EIK.
Search 3450020 on CBHomes.com

WILKINSON FANS 8; SCHETELICH, SYVERTSEN 2 RBI

Raider Nine Rallies to Down
Gov. Liv. Highlanders, 6-5

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dan Wilkinson struck out eight
batters in six and two-third innings,
while Sam Schetelich and Matt
Syvertsen drove in two runs each to
lead Scotch Plains-Fanwood to a 6-5
win in a big early-season showdown
against Governor Livingston on April
5 in Scotch Plains. The Raiders scored
three runs in the bottom of the fifth
inning to surge to a 6-4 lead then
fended off a Highlander rally in the
top of the sixth to seize the win. The

Raiders improved to 2-0 early in the
season after a victory over Cranford
in their opener.

“Honestly, it is way too early in the
season to make a lot out of any one
game,” said Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins. “We made some mistakes
today that we need to clean up, just
like we did against Cranford in the
opener but what you like is the resil-
ience that these kids showed in order
to overcome those things and come
back and win against a great team like
GL. Their lineup is strong from top to
bottom.”

With Wilkinson and GL starter DJ
Gonnelli opposing each other, the
game set up as a pitching duel. It
followed form early with each hurler
setting down the opposition in order
on a freezing cold day in Union
County. But Scotch Plains-Fanwood
drew first blood when Wilkinson led
off the second with a double to right
and later scored on a double by
Schetelich for a 1-0 Raider lead.

GL tied things up in the third after
Andy Serretti negotiated a one-out
walk then stole second base. Serretti
would score on a throwing error later
in the inning to tie the game at 1-1.

The projected pitching duel took
shape at this point. Gonnelli struck
out the side against the Raiders in the
bottom of the third, while Wilkinson
dominated on his end by holding GL
hitless through four innings.

“I had all three of my pitches work-
ing today,” said Wilkinson. “My
change up was my out pitch against
them. I think in the past, they were
able to sit on my curve ball a little bit.
Today the change really seemed to
keep them off balance. This gave me
a really good counter to my fastball,
which I established early against them.
I was able to throw it for strikes and
get ahead of batters early in counts.”

The Raiders took a 3-1 lead in the
fourth after Syvertsen belted a two-
run double.

Wilkinson gave up his first hit and
pitched out of trouble in the fifth
inning to preserve the lead. The Raid-
ers got Gonnelli out of the game in the
bottom of the fifth by getting runners
to first and third with two outs. But
Highlander reliever Ryan Davey
ended the threat to keep the game
close.

Davey helped his own cause by
hitting a leadoff single in the sixth
inning. He would later score on an
error to cut the deficit to 3-2. The
Highlanders got runners to second
and third with no outs against
Wilkinson and appeared ready to
break through. Stephen Reid brought
in the tying run with a sac fly to left,
making it 3-3. McCullough then
slapped a single over second base to
score Drew Compton with the go-
ahead run for GL. Trailing for the first
time, Wilkinson bore down and re-
tired the next two batters to end the
inning. But the damage had been done
and GL now led 4-3.

The Raiders took advantage of some
sloppy fielding by GL to tie the game
in the sixth. A pair of errors allowed
Tyler Stines to reach base and then
score. Then Josh Canavan delivered
the eventual game-winning run on an
RBI single. Dean Kirian brought him
home on a fielder’s choice to give the
Raiders a 6-4 lead.

In the top half of the seventh,
Wilkinson allowed a one-out single

before getting Davey to ground out
for the second out. GL, the defending
Central Jersey Group II champs,
would not go quietly as Serretti deliv-
ered an RBI double to leftfield to cut
it to 6-5. Higgins called for reliever
Jake Friedman, who ended the threat
by recording a strikeout to end the
game.

Wilkinson finished with eight
strikeouts, while allowing five hits
and three earned runs to record the
win. Gonnelli lasted four and two-
third innings, struck out seven and

walked one batter, while allowing five
hits and three earned runs for the
Highlanders. Reliever Davey was
tagged for the loss. Serretti had one
hit, scored two runs and stole two
bases for Governor Livingston.
Gov. Livingston 001 003 1 5
Sc Pl-Fanwood 010 203 x 6

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2018 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2018

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2018 2017
1.  Surplus 755,500.00 358,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues 1,011,819.21 1,004,715.59
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 200,000.00 375,000.00
4.  Minimum Library Tax 243,675.78 222,033.00
5.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 5,998,318.68 6,083,497.37
                                 Total General Revenues 8,209,313.67 8,043,245.96

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2018 BUDGET 2017 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 3,034,597.00 2,958,850.00

Other Expenses 3,638,716.67 3,565,082.96
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 765,608.00 736,991.00
3.  Capital Improvements 15,000.00 10,000.00
4.  Debt Service 355,392.00 332,322.00
5. Judgments
6.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 400,000.00 440,000.00
                                 Total General Appropriations 8,209,313.67 8,043,245.96
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 70 70

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
GENERAL

Bond, Loan  & Note Principal 3,694,836.34
Bond, Loan & Note Interest 69,890.00
Outstanding Balance 3,764,726.34

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union on March 27, 2018.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 24, 2018 at 7:15
o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2018 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Christina Ariemma, Borough Clerk, at the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, 07027, (908) 789-0710, during the hours of
9:00 (A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $126.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE XIV (AFFORDABLE
HOUSING) IN CHAPTER 106
(LAND USE) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO FURTHER
ADDRESS THE REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE FAIR HOUS-
ING ACT AND THE UNIFORM
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
CONTROLS (UHAC) RE-
GARDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE BOROUGH’S AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING OBLI-
GATIONS

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-05, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $26.01

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougars Squeeze 1-0 Victory Over Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Next with the pressure on, Connelly
managed to bunt the ball where no
one was able to make a play as Murphy
came gliding home.

“I was expecting the signs for the
squeeze, so when you are expecting
it, it makes it a little easier but I just try
to get it down. That’s what coach Mac
[Dennis McCaffery] says, just get it
down,” Connelly said.

“I knew he had to get it down. Once
I saw it come off the bat, I knew I was
going to be up standing,” Murphy
described.

But Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster seemed to be aware of
squeeze attempt.

“I heard him say, ‘watch the
squeeze’. If you get it down, it is
almost impossible to defend. Yes it
was a tough pitch to get down but I got
the job done,” Connelly said.

With 21 zeros posted on the
scoreboard before the only run was
scored, all four pitchers did indeed
perform well, especially Cougar start-
ing pitcher Gordon Graceffo and Blue
Devil starter Cory Hiltz. In his eight
innings on the mound, Graceffo al-
lowed three hits and two walks — one
intentional — while striking out seven
batters. Hiltz tossed seven innings,
allowing two hits, two walks and a hit
batter, while striking out nine batters.

Cougar Kevin Donovan, in his three
innings, yielded two hits and an inten-
tional walk, while fanning four bat-
ters. Carlone relieved in the eighth
inning and allowed three hits and a
walk, while fanning two batters.

“The pitchers pitched well. They
threw strikes. I don’t know how many
walks in the game, maybe five which
is amazing. I don’t know how many
hits they had, how many hits we had.
We had opportunities. We had the
right people up. We just couldn’t get
the ball in play. They would throw it
to the plate and watched balls in the
middle of the strike zone, which is not

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT THIRD BASE...Cougar Mike Murphy slides into third base safely in the first inning as Blue Devil Matt Manning
makes a tag during the 11-inning classic between Westfield and Cranford.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BACK TO THE BAG SAFELY...Raider Willie Gale, No. 22, slips back to first before Governor Livingston Highlander first
baseman Ryan Davey can put the tag on him.
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WHS seniors Steve Warren and
Colin Daniel had a big finish to their
careers for the Westfield Y Devilfish
at last week’s YMCA National Short
Course Championships in Greens-
boro, N.C.

Warren bettered his WHS school
record with a 56.85 (56.73 in trials) in
the 100-yard breaststroke for fifth
place. (He was 22nd last spring.) He
also finished 10th in the 200 breast
with a 2:03.77.

Daniel finished 11th in the 100
breast with a 57.12. (He was 46th last
spring.) He also swam a lifetime best
1:54.99 in the 200 individual medley
after clocking a 50.82 in the 100 but-
terfly and 1:53.76 in the 200 butterfly.

Ryan Bebel took 16th in the 200
breast at 2:06.03. He also went 1:56.06
in the 200 IM, 4:13.30 in the 400 IM,
58.51 in the 100 breast and 1:43.06
leading off the 4x800 relay.

Eric Bebel had solid times of 21.85
in the 50 free, 48.01 in the 100 free,
52.04 in the 100 fly and 1 .31 in the
100 breast.

All of the WY relays posted excel-
lent times. The Bebels, along with
Warren and Daniel, were 13th in the
200 medley with a 1:33.89 and 18th
in the 400 medley at 3:28.61. The free
relays, which included the Bebel
twins, Daniel and Teddy
Diamantopoulos, had a 1:27.06 in the
200, a 3:11.38 in the 400 and a 7:01.92
in the 800.

While the girls didn’t score and
points, they posted some nice times.
Muriel Maloney went 58.75 in the
100 back, Emma Conlon had a 24.88
in the 50 free, Abby McKinney
clocked a 58.72 in the 100 fly, and
Isabella Nicholson went 55.02 in the
100 free and 1:09.73 in the 100 breast.
Those four combined for a 1:48.63
200 medley relay, a 1:39.05 200 free
relay and a 3:59.83 400 medley.

Josh Cohen of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Y captured the national cham-
pionship in the 200 free with a 1:38.10.
He also had top eight finishes in the
500, 1,000 and 1,650.

The Westfield Y won back-to-back
national championships in 1965 and
1966. The ’65 meet, when they upset
defending champion Lawson Branch
of Chicago, was hosted by WY at the
Wallace Pool.

THIS AND THAT
George Kapner got his 600th ca-

reer coaching win in tennis last Thurs-
day against Scotch Plains, by a 5-0
margin. It was the season-opener af-

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Daniel, Warren, Bebels
Lead WY at Nationals

Honored with induction into the New Jersey Scholastic Coaches Association’s
Hall of Fame last Sunday were Chuck Gantner (accepted by athletic director
Sandy Mamary), Bev Torok, Jim DeSarno and Jack Martin.

ter matches against Summit and
Mountain Lakes had been postponed.

The baseball team dropped an 11-
inning 1-0 heartbreaker at Cranford
on opening day. It was a cold, windy
day, not good for hitters, as Jake Lerie,
Chris Wagner, Matt Manning and Jake
Vall-Llobera – Nos. 3-4-5-6 in WHS’s
lineup – went a combined 1-for-17.
Lefty Cory Hiltz allowed just two hits
and fanned nine in seven strong in-
nings. Freshman Chris Ho allowed
two hits and took a shutout into the
bottom of the seventh on Saturday as
the Blue Devils rebounded with a 4-1
win at Union.

In a boys lacrosse matchup between
my alma mater (WHS) and my almost
alma mater (Rumson-Fair Haven), my
Blue Devils overwhelmed my-almost
Purple Bulldogs 16-2 with Devon
McLane pumping in six goals.

The girls lacrosse team was taken
behind the woodshed by No. 2-ranked
Moorestown, as Kacey Knobloch, the
daughter of ex-Blue Devil football-
baseball standout K.C. Knobloch, had
three goals and two assists in a 16-2
romp. Abby Cohn’s squad bounced
back with a come-from-behind 13-10
win over No. 7 Glen Ridge as Olivia
Shields found the net six times.

COACHES HONORED

Jim DeSarno (football), Jack Mar-
tin (cross country, track), Bev Torok
(volleyball) and the late Chuck
Gantner (swimming) were inducted
into the New Jersey Scholastic
Coaches Association’s Hall of Fame
last Sunday at the Westin-Princeton
in Plainsboro.

Also honored Sunday were former
WHS girls tennis (and jayvee boys
basketball) coach Ed Tirone
(Millburn) and Shore Conference
trainer Cali Whedon, the wife of WHS
wrestling co-captain Chuck Whedon
(’78).

That brings to 15 the number of
WHS coaches who have been hon-
ored by the NJSCA. Already inducted
were Bob Brewster (in 2003), Sam
Bunting (1976), Walt Clarkson
(2016), Merilyn Diamond (2017),
Carol Donner (1983), Bob Duncan
(1964), George Kapner (2016), Gary
Kehler (1971), Glen Kurz (2017),
John Lay (1974) and Mike Tirone
(2008).

Among those previously honored
were former WHS athletes John
Chironna (1985, Morristown) and Ken

Marsh (2014, Ridge); former WHS
coaches Neil Horne (1995,
Somerville) and Hub Stine (1971,
Plainfield); also, Moorestown’s
Deanna Knobloch, the wife of WHS
football-baseball standout K.C.
Knobloch (’78).

Also previously honored were WHS
graduate Bruce Moran (’76) in the
Press and Media catergory, and
Westfield natives Bob Baly (assistant
director, NJSIAA) and Billy Ard (pro
football).

IN THE GENES
Jamie McOwen, the son of Doug

McOwen (’66), had the longest hit-
ting streak (45 games) in Organized
Baseball in the first decade of the 21st
Century, and the eighth longest in
minor league history.

Doug, who will be inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame on
Nov. 19, was a multi-event all-Ameri-
can swimmer at WHS. He also played
right field for the 19-8 varsity base-
ball team as a junior. Jamie also swam
through his freshman year, before
choosing to concentrate on baseball
year-round.

After starring at St. Thomas Aquinas
High in Fort Lauderdale, the younger
McOwen hit .351, .346 and .414 in
his three years at Florida Interna-

tional. The Seattle Mariners chose the
6-foot, 200-pound outfielder in the
sixth round of the 2007 amateur draft.

He had his record-setting year in
2009 with the High Desert Mavericks
in the High Class A California League.
In addition to his hitting streak,
McOwen had a .340 average in 115
games, with 24 doubles, 8 triples, 10
home runs and 82 RBIs.

In 2010 McOwen suffered a dislo-
cated shoulder running into an out-
field wall during spring training. He
played played “down under” during
the first two years of the Australian
Baseball League. In 2010-11 he hit
.340 for Adelaide and led the league
in home runs and RBIs. The next year
he hit .293 for Perth.

After three more years back in
America, he retired from baseball at
age 31 with a .293 career professional
average.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Last week’s question: three pitch-

ers have led the WHS baseball team
in strikeouts for three straight years;
one was Hall of Famer Bob List, the
lefty who topped the team in K’s
during the springs of 1953 (29), 1954
(63) and 1955 (147, still the school
record). Name the other two.

Chuck Mueller in 1985 (36), 1986
(55) and 1987 (46).

Chris Jenkins in 2007 (59), 2008
(94) and 2009 (82).

Faithful readers Tom Cusimano,
who guessed Jenkins and Kris Will-
iams, and Bruce Moran, who picked
Clint Factor and Jenkins, were the
only respondents to get one of the
two. We thank all those who took
part and wish them better luck next
week.

AROUND THIS DATE
April 10, 1964: Clark’s right-

hander Frank Spaziani, who walked
seven and struck out 11, tossed a no-
hitter against WHS for a 3-0 victory
on opening day. The Blue Devils
avenged that on May 6 with a 3-2
eight-inning win at home, despite
managing just four hits off “Spaz.”
Charlie Widmer scored the winner
on slugger Charlie Mason’s squeeze
bunt. Greg Chlan whiffed 13 in seven-
plus innings.

April 10, 2010: Rob Anderson
pitched a two-hitter and drove in two
runs with a double and triple as WHS
beat New York City’s Monsignor
Farrell 7-0 in what was believed to
be the program’s first out-of-state
game. A.J. Murray knocked in three
runs at Richmond County Bank
Ballpark at St. George, the home of
the Staten Island Yankees.

April 11, 1963: Former WHS foot-
ball player Tom Clements (’56) was
among the 129 U.S. Navy personnel
who died aboard the nuclear subma-
rine Thresher.

April 11, 1963: WHS graduate Jeff
Torborg (’59) hit two home runs as
Rutgers defeated Glassboro 15-4.

April 13, 2005: Alex Zierler hit
two grand-slam home runs in WHS’s
17-16 baseball loss to Bridgewater-
Raritan. Mike Diaz tied the school
record with three doubles in the game.Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Fully Insured & Free Estimates
Cell: 973-222-7335

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

GARCIA PAINTING CO. L.L.C.
PAINTING & DECORATION

P.O. Box 2013
Westfield, New Jersey, 07091

Residential & Commercial, Paper hanging
Power washing, Over 40 years experience

Member Professional painters

Call Anytime at: 908-233-7469
Luis Garcia General Management

J KANIA & SON LLC

FRENCH DRAINS & SUMP PUMPS

BRICK • BLOCK • CONCRETE

ALL TYPES OF

MASONRY REPAIRS

Lic# 13VH08638300

FREE ESTIMATES

908-247-0173

Kapner Wins 600th
In Boys Tennis

Westfield High School Head
Coach George Kapner picked up his
600th boys tennis win when the Blue
Devil boys shut out the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 5-0, at Tamaques
Park in Westfield on April 5.

Damien Ruparel blanked Brett
Strung, 6-0, 6-0, at first singles and
Matt Bartok shut out Nirmit
Damania, 6-0, 6-0, at second singles.
Jai Sharma defeated Brian Huang,
6-1, 6-0, at third singles. At first
doubles, Rob Faktor and Dave
Sprung defeated Ryan Cleary and
Jordan Phillips, 6-2, 6-2. Brad
Hornbeck and Jacob Tananbaum
stopped Ben Fox and Jeff LaPidia,
6-0, 6-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Mike Murphy, a sophomore on the
varsity baseball team, had two hits and scored the game-winning run in a 1-0 win
vs Westfield. Brenna Dolan, a senior on the varsity softball team, pitched 14
innings this past week with 28 strikeouts and batted .600.

DOUBLE MEDALIST AT MOC...Joshua Cohen, a Magnet High School junior
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High School swim team member was recently
recognized by the SPF Board of Education for placing second at the Meet of
Champions in the 200-freestyle and third in the 500-freestyle. Cohen is the Union
County Champion in the 200-free and 500-free. By winning the 200-free, Cohen
broke the County meet record that stood since 1987. He also holds the 500-free
County record. Pictured are: Cohen flanked by coaches, Jessica Hulnik (left) and
Judy Sharkey (right).

SWIM TEAM RECOGNIZED...On March 19, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
Board of Education recognized the 2017-2018 SPF High School Varsity Girls
Swim Team for achieving their impressive 12-3 swimming record this season. The
Raider girls captured the title at the Union County Tournament for the fourth
consecutive year, and they were North II Group B State Sectional Champions.

Fitzpatrick Receives
The Sports Emmy

Former Westfield resident Tom
Fitzpatrick was part of the team award
the Sports Emmy for “Outstanding
Studio Show” for their work on “MLB
On FOX – The Postseason.”

Tom worked on live pre- and post-
game shows producing video, high-
lights, and interview sound in the con-
trol room in Los Angeles. The crew
featured MLB legends Alex
Rodriguez and Frank Thomas. Tom is
a graduate of Holy Trinity School,
Saint Peter’s Prep, and Fairfield Uni-
versity, and has worked at both ESPN
and Fox Sports. He is the son of Trish
and Bill Fitzpatrick of Westfield.

WY Devilfish Compete
At Eastern Zone Meet
The Westfield “Y” Devilfish swim

team sent five Zone qualifiers to the
Eastern Zone SC Swimming Cham-
pionship meet at the Webster Aquatic
Center in Webster, NY, held March
29-31. Cole Sharkey attained the
Westfield “Y” Boys 9-10 100IM
record, coming in at 1:10.93. Addi-
tionally, Sharkey reset his previous
records in the 200-free (2:13.66) and
the 200IM (2:29.93). Bridget Tho-
mas set the Westfield “Y” Girls 13-14
1,000-free record at 10:43.09.

ZONE RESULTS:
Will Crall (20th 100IM, 21st 50-

free, 25th 100-free, 28th 200-free,
32nd 200IM, 34th 200-breast), Sofia
Leonetti (29th 100-breast, 30th 200-
breast); Cole Sharkey (7th 200IM,
9th 200-free, 13th 100-free, 14th
100IM, 17th 50-back, 22nd 50-fly);
Christian Tedesco (16th 200-breast,
17th 200IM, 20th 100-breast, 21st
200-free, 22nd 100-free, 25th 50-
free); Bridget Thomas (2nd 1,000-
free, 5th 500-free); Barney Veres (9th
200-breast, 14th 100-breast).

Commissioner Jim Killeen an-
nounced that the St Bart’s Old-Tim-
ers Men’s Softball League will hold
its’ annual player draft on Friday April
20. The League, founded in 1978,
will celebrate its’ 40th season. Nu-
merous events are being planned
throughout the year, and players past
and present are invited to attend.

The League hosted their 1st ever
Hall of Fame Induction in December
2017, and plans to continue the tradi-
tion. St. Bart’s was founded with the
intention of helping local towns people
meet and socialize with each other,

and as a way for families to get to-
gether. We are very proud of the great
tradition we have, and look forward
to many more years serving our com-
munity.

St Bart’s Old-Timers is open to
Scotch Plains and Fanwood male
Residents aged 30 and over. Teams
are re-drafted every year, providing
everyone a chance to play with differ-
ent teammates every year. We are
currently accepting new player
signups. Please go to
www.stbartssoftball.com for more in-
formation.

St. Bart’s to Kick Off
Its 40th Softball Season

Tom Fitzpatrick

Blue Devil Laxers Rap
Rumson-Fair Haven
Devon McLane fired in six goals

and scooped four ground balls as the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team improved to 2-1 with a 12-3
victory over the hosting Rumson-Fair
Haven Bulldogs on April 4. Jake
Wornow scored three goals and Nicky
Bond added two goals and an assist
and scooped four ground balls. Nick
Martini scored once and Jake Engelke
had two assists and two ground balls,
while Matt Rittendale, Mack
Prybylski and Koury Kania each con-
tributed an assist. Blue Devil goal-
keepers Jack McCauley and Theo
Dardia each made four saves.
Westfield 4 3 4 1 12
Rumson-Fair Hvn 1 0 0 2 3
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Cougars Squeeze 1-0 Victory Over Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Top Lady Cougars in Softball, 4-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

the way we play,” Coach Brewster
said.

“Gordon was perfect. That is the
only way to really describe it. He just
went out there and he’s the type of kid,
who just keeps going. He kept throw-
ing strikes and Donovan was the same
thing. He went out there and was
lights out,” Connelly expressed.

“Both pitchers were good on both
sides. I thought our pitching was a
little bit better and we had our best
pitcher Gordon on the mound,”
Murphy added.

The Blue Devils’ first opportunity
came in the top of the first inning
when Matt McIntyre yanked a leadoff
single and eventually moved to third
on a pair of ground outs to second but
Graceffo fanned the next batter. Des-
ignated hitter Jack Cifelli tapped a
leadoff single in the third but Graceffo
got the next three batters out. The
hardest hit of the game came in the
fourth when Blue Devil Chris Wagner
scorched a low liner to deep center for
a double but he too was left stranded.

The Blue Devils had another op-
portunity in the sixth, McIntyre drew
a leadoff walk and moved to second
on Mike Knapp’s sacrifice bunt. A
strikeout came next then Wagner re-
ceived an intentional walk. Jake Vall-
Llobera stepped to the plate and took

a mighty swing but the ball dropped
just in front of the plate and catcher
Mike McGee grabbed it and fired to
first for the third out. The Blue Devils
tried to get something going in the
10th when Andrew Caminiti plunked
a one-out single over first but a
strikeout and a groundout followed.

The final Westfield opportunity
came in the 11th. Knapp curled a one-
out single into shallow leftfield just
under the glove of a sliding Deandre
Fieldhouse. Jake Lerie grounded to
second for the second out then Wagner
received his second intentional walk.
Donovan managed to baffle Vall-
Llobera with a call of strike three!

As to the intentional walks, Coach
Brewster commented, “Then the next
batter has got to make the big hit. He’s
the guy who has been in a team situation
and he got up one time and grounded
out, he got up another time and struck
out. It’s a crazy game of baseball.”

The Cougars also had opportuni-
ties beginning with Murphy’s double
to right-center in the first and walks to
Connelly and Mike Meola to load the
bases with two outs. The next batter
grounded out to second. An attempt
to manufacture a run in the third was
thwarted when Tyler Szczech, who
was hit-by-a-pitch, moved to second
on Murphy’s sac bunt but was gunned

down heading to third by Hiltz.
Shriner tried to make things hap-

pen in the sixth when he chopped a
two-out single into right and stole
second but the next batter struck out
as he was attempting to steal third.

The game came very close to end-
ing in the Cougar ninth. Murphy
tapped a dribbler to third that Man-
ning just could not get a grasp on.
Shriner walked then both runners ad-
vanced on a pitch into the dirt [turf].
Another difficult pitch eluded Vall-
Llobera, the catcher, but he recovered
the ball and threw to Carlone in time
to nail Murphy for the third out.

“I have seen Cranford play so many
times and they are very well schooled
on the short passed ball. They scored
runs where it cost us a county game a
few years ago. This time we were able
to make the play because we got a
good movement by the catcher and
the pitcher, instead of what a lot of
pitchers do is wait and look to see if
the guy breaks, Michael did a good
job,” Coach Brewster said.

Before the exciting finale of the 11th
inning, the Cougars threatened again
with two outs in the 10th with singles
from McGee and Fieldhouse but the
next batter grounded out to second.
Westfield 000 000 000 00 0
Cranford 000 000 000 01 1

fense when they step up and make
those extra plays. I am really lucky to
have her at shortstop,” Hyland said.

The Cougars threatened in the bot-
tom of the first that began with leadoff
hitter Elizabeth McCaffery’s sharp
single to left but Rothenberg’s third-
to-first putout would soften the threat.
McCaffery’s second single set up a
runners on second-and-third situation
in the third but that opportunity was
squashed when a grounder back to

Rothenberg at third resulted in the
runner being caught in a rundown.

The Cougars finally got to Hyland
in the sixth and it began with
McCaffery again who slashed a single
to right. Next Jayna Mallon reached
safely on a throwing error then Erin
Schwerdfeger lined an RBI single to
left. But this time it was Hyland who
put out the fire with a pair of strikeouts
followed by a popup to second.

McCaffery, who finished the game
3-for-4, also played the crucial short-
stop position.

“That’s why she’s my leadoff bat-
ter. She is a very confident player and
that’s hard to find in a freshman. She
has been in the leadoff spot since our
first scrimmage and she hasn’t left
there. She was 2-for-4 her first game
and went 3-for-4 this game. She’s a

great leadoff hitter and impressive in
the infield as well,” Coach West
pointed out.

The Cougars’ final chance began
with Dolan taking one for the team
but Patterson made a slick scoop on a
throw from short for the first out,
Howell made a great running snag in
leftfield then Hyland corralled
McCaffery’s hard grounder back to
the mound for the final out.

“I think I can pitch a lot looser and

play a lot looser just because I know I
have such a good defense behind me.
For example, the catch that Jen made in
the outfield, that was big. Everybody
came up big when maybe things were
getting shuffled for me. Everyone came
up with big outs and that allowed me to
be loose and confident when I am pitch-
ing,” Hyland expressed.

“This is my first year in leftfield, so
I am getting comfortable out there
every game and my coach has been
helping me out a lot. Having Jo (Jor-
dan Sacher) in center is helping too,”
Howell said.

“I think we have to definitely elimi-
nate the mistakes. We know better
than taking a giant lead and taking off
when it’s hit to the third baseman.
Those are the things. I know it’s early
in the season. We got to adjust. We

had bases loaded at one point and we
just have to capitalize on that. We
can’t let three strikes go by. We got to
pull the trigger. I think that will come
with time,” Coach West said. “We
had two tough first games. I think we
will come around.”
Westfield 000 400 0 4
Cranford 000 001 0 1

Senior Bridget Hyland tossed a two-
hitter, while striking out nine and walk-
ing none as the Westfield High School
softball team shut out the hosting Eliza-
beth Minutemen in five innings, 10-0,
on March 31. Julia Romano went 3-
for-4 with four RBI and a run scored,
while Erica Lawrence had a pair of
hits, two RBI and two runs scored.

Natalie Patterson singled and scored
twice and Jordan Sacher rapped a two-
run double. Rachel Rothenberg,
Hyland and Emma Pietrewicz all
singled and scored once and Caroline
Dwyer singled, scored twice and had
two RBI.
Westfield 153 01 10
Elizabeth 000 00 0

Blue Devils Shutout Elizabeth in Softball, 10-0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO THIRD ON TIME...Cougar Jayna Mallon slides into third base safely in the first inning as Blue Devil third
baseman Rachel Rothenberg catches the ball at Adams Field in Cranford on April 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE TAG AT THIRD...Blue Devil third baseman Matt Manning puts the tag on Cougar Tyler Szczech after being
spotted attempting to steal in the third innning of the 11-inning classic.

Marketing New Jersey Real Estate at the Highest LevelSM

200 North Avenue East | Westfield, New Jersey 07090 | Office 908.654.6666 | prominentproperties.com

Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

Living in New Jersey is a Genius DecisionTM

Each office is independently owned and operated

Connect with Us! ®

145 Hamilton Avenue, Westfield                  $1,150,000 
This 4 bedroom home features an open floor plan with an eat in kitchen & breakfast bar, 
family room, formal living & dining room. Bonus 3 season room with separate heating open to 
private fenced in backyard with patio. First floor laundry and mudroom. Master en suit and 3 
additional bedrooms along with a main bathroom complete the second floor. Close distance to 
top rated Franklin & Roosevelt schools. 

1910 Inverness Drive, Scotch Plains                    $585,000 
Embraced by a bower of trees, the front porch opens into a foyer which in turn flows to the 
cordial living groom. A notable neighborhood and a truly convenient location adds to the 
allure of this delightful home. Private spaces are found upstairs, including the spacious master 
bedroom with walk-in closet & full bath.

28 Fairfield Avenue, Cranford                    $775,000 
This Center Hall Colonial offers an eat in kitchen with granite counters and stainless appliances 
with side hall with walk-in pantry, powder room and back stairwell. The sizable master suite 
has a full bath and walk-in closet. A wonderful feature is a separate suite of rooms, comprised 
of a living/dining room, eat-in kitchen and two bedrooms. The fenced backyard has a 
delightful deck, an oversized two car garage & much more!

996 Hillside Avenue, Plainfield                     $868,900 
Sophisticated yet comfortable living in the Hillside Historic District. Boasting 6 bedrooms, 
5 and a half bathrooms, 8 fireplaces, a sweeping spiral staircase to the third floor, ornate 
moldings, French & pocket doors. Craftsmanship is the hallmark of this center hall colonial 
revival. This home features many notable amenities that surely must not be missed!

34 Cowperthwaite Place, Westfield                                     $480,000 
Gracious & spacious mid-century modern one floor living in the heart of downtown Westfield! 
Steps to Trader Joe’s, wonderful restaurants, the train to New York, Mindowaskin Park & so 
much more.  Sun filled newer eat in kitchen, comfortable family room, formal dining room, 
basement storage & extra laundry room & a front porch! 

12 Happel Court, Scotch Plains                     $650,000 
This renovated Colonial style Split must be “unwrapped” to be appreciated! The kitchen 
provides granite counters, stainless appliances, custom cabinetry and sliders to deck. The 
dining room and living room feature an expansive picture window that fills the space with 
sunshine. The master has an updated bath and the remaining five bedrooms share two more 
updated baths. This home is close to local schools, shopping, dining and major highways. 



Page 16  Thursday, April 12, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devils’ Guns Awaken; Top Raiders, 12-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Wagner at first for a double play.
Trailing 3-0 the Blue Devils’ bats

came alive in a big way. Matt Man-
ning (3-for-3, 2 runs, 2 RBI) singled
to right and designated hitter Jon
DoDomenico was hit-by-a-pitch.
Caminiti singled to load the bases
then Barden unloaded with a two-run
double to left.

“I haven’t really been hitting the
ball well this year, so I just really
needed to do a job for our team and it
started things off for us. The
scoreboard showed it all. We all played
a true game of baseball today,” Barden
expressed.

But that was just the beginning.
After Matt McIntyre (2-for-4, RBI)
struck out but scooted to first when
the ball was dropped then Raider start-
ing pitcher Charles Widder hit Jake
Lerie (1-for-3) on the shoulder for an
easy RBI. Wagner, who went 3-for-4,
chopped a two-run single to right,
Vall-Llobera launched an RBI double
to remote center and the seventh Blue
Devil scored with Manning’s sac fly
to right.

“I was just looking for pitches that
I wanted. Then my second at-bat I got
deep into a count and I started to fight
off pitches and I got the one I wanted,”
Wagner explained.

The Blue Devils tacked on another
run in the third when Barden rapped
his second hit and scored on Knapp’s

RBI single over second.
“The first hit I had, he threw me a

curveball. I was kind of shook on that.
Then he threw me a fastball down the
middle and I got a double. The second
one I got a curveball and I hit it the
opposite way,” Barden described.

Westfield added three more runs in
the fourth, highlighted by singles from
Manning and McIntyre, Barden’s RBI
groundout and a free pass to
DeDmenico. Westfield scored its 12th
run when Wagner singled and scored
on Manning’s RBI double to right-
center in the fifth.

In all, the Blue Devils totaled 15
hits to go with several solid, hard-hit
balls that were hauled in by outfield-
ers.

“It was good for everyone. We had
a key second inning. Everyone started
putting the bat on the ball and scoring
some runs,” Wagner said.

The Raiders scored their final run
in the seventh when Angelo DiNizo
cracked a double to left and scored on
Willie Gale’s infield single.

“When we come together, we can
be a really dangerous team. I feel we
are the team to beat in this county. We
have to go out there and keep this
momentum going and get another
county championship

“It started a little bit slow in the first
couple of games but now we are start-
ing to put the bat on the ball and

working as a team,” Wagner said.
The very next day the Blue Devils

would be hosting the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, last years
Group 2 champions.

“We know GL has been good for
years and we know they are a good
hitting team. We just got to play our
good defense like we did today and
put the bat on the ball like we did
today as well,” Wagner said.

“We have been playing them our
whole lives. It’s going to be a battle
between us and GL. We have been
battling since years back, so tomor-
row it’s who has a bigger heart,”
Barden expressed.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 212 000 1 6
Westfield 071 310 x 12

TheIsoldiCollection.com
#LoveWhereYouLive

Westfield Area Homes by Frank D. Isoldi

Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield 209 Central Avenue, Westfield Office: 908-233-5555

Cell: 908-787-5990

JUST LISTED • 1 CHERRY LANE, WESTFIELD

4 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | $1,185,000

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.
All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Stately Wychwood Colonial offers a wonderful blend of old world charm & modern day
conveniences. Inside, you’ll find three levels of living, spacious rooms, hardwood floors &
plenty of windows. Expansive living room w/wood burning fireplace, newly painted dining
room, renovated EIK offers center island, quartz countertops, herringbone backsplash,
under mounted sink & SS appliances. Adjacent office w/ built-ins, family room w/tray
ceiling & French door to patio. Master bedroom retreat w/Juliet balconies & private bath
w/Calcutta marble floor, 2 custom vanities & shower. 3 addl bedrooms & renovated hall
bath. Lower level recreation room w/dry bar, powder room, laundry & storage/utility room.
Two car attached garage, patio & beautiful perennial gardens.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2017 AUDIT REPORT

OF TOWN OF WESTFIELD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
31, 2017 31, 2016

ASSETS

Cash and Investments $52,873,510.26 $25,115,932.67
Taxes, Assessments and Liens Receivable 1,157,636.72 1,460,967.17
Property Acquired for Taxes-Assessed Value 312,720.00 312,720.00
Accounts Receivable 1,692,724.83 1,686,647.13
Fixed Capital 1,956,443.67 1,956,443.67
Fixed Capital - Authorized and Uncompleted 4,890,000.00 4,890,000.00
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation-

 General Capital Fund 26,852,651.82 25,330,401.82
Deferred Charges to Revenue of Succeeding Year 701,462.60 12,771.26
Fixed Assets 48,195,495.00 46,879,540.00

TOTAL ASSETS $138,632,644.90 $107,645,423.72

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $25,670,000.00 $25,674,000.00
Improvement Authorizations 3,568,827.87 1,819,093.93
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 37,517,964.06 12,011,479.81
Amortization of Debt for Fixed Capital

Acquired or Authorized 4,863,443.67 4,563,443.67
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 2,943,937.03 3,137,966.50
Fund Balance 15,872,977.27 13,559,899.81
Investment in General Fixed Assets 48,195,495.00 46,879,540.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $138,632,644.90 $107,645,423.72

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND

YEAR 2017 YEAR 2016

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $2,174,344.00 $974,344.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local

Property Tax Levies 13,692,952.89 14,430,530.38
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and

Tax Title Liens 1,381,499.82 1,392,379.28
Collection of Current Tax Levy 172,515,653.44 167,428,066.18

TOTAL INCOME $189,764,450.15 $184,225,319.84

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures $43,811,502.45 $41,566,776.03
County Taxes 41,650,934.19 40,869,011.68
Local School Taxes 98,524,633.50 95,935,948.00
Special Improvement District Tax 410,919.37 409,757.00
Other Expenditures 1,791,264.98 1,642,840.77

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $186,189,254.49 $180,424,333.48

Excess in Revenue $3,575,195.66 $3,800,986.36

Adjustments to Income Before Fund Balance:
 Expenditures Included above which are Deferred
  Charges to Budget of Succeeding Year 700,000.00

Statutory Excess to Fund Balance $4,275,195.66 $3,800,986.36

Fund Balance, January 1 12,409,665.08 9,583,022.72

$16,684,860.74 $13,384,009.08

Less: Utilization as Anticipated Revenue 2,174,344.00 974,344.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $14,510,516.74 $12,409,665.08

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE

SWIMMING POOL UTILITY OPERATING FUND

YEAR 2017 YEAR 2016

   REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balanced Utilized $97,414.00 $68,377.00
Collection of Pool Fees 1,197,656.09 1,113,413.00
Miscellaneous From Other Than Pool Fees 120,977.08 15,278.34

TOTAL INCOME $1,416,047.17 $1,197,068.34

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures:
Operating $773,765.00 $788,062.00
Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
Debt Service 376,040.00 373,815.00
Deferred Charges and Regulatory Expenditures 54,108.66 41,500.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $1,208,913.66 $1,208,377.00

Excess/(Deficit) in Revenue $207,133.51 $  (11,308.66)
Statutory Excess to Fund Balance

Operating Deficit to be Raised in Budget
of Succeeding Year 11,308.66

Fund Balance, January 1 462,444.50 530,821.50
$669,578.01 $530,821.50

Decreased by:
Utilized by Swimming Pool Operating Budget 97,414.00 68,377.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $ 572,164.01 $462,444.50

RECOMMENDATION

NONE

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Town of
Westfield, County of Union, for the calendar year 2017. This report of audit submitted by
Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Town Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any interested
person.

Tara Rowley, Town Clerk
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $178.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ZONING/PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, to be located in Zone:  LI (Light
Industrial), on the premises known as: 3
Lincoln Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey, Block No. 211, Lot No. 11, has been
submitted by Applicant: DJB Holdings
LLC of 3 Lincoln Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

The applicant seeks the following relief:
1. “C1” Bulk Variance; building cover-

age requirement is 40%. The proposed
coverage is 24.3%.

2. Pre-existing non-conforming “C” vari-
ance for lot area; 30,000 square feet is
required; the existing lot area is 17,488
square feet.

3. Pre-existing non-conforming “C” vari-
ance for lot depth; 200 foot is required;
86.3 foot exists.

4. Pre-existing non-conforming “C” vari-
ance for rear set-back; 10 foot is required
4.6 foot exists.

5. Section 106-116B – Applicant seeks
variance from screening requirements for
off street area.

6. Section 106-116B(3) - Applicant seeks
variance from screening requirements for
outdoor storage areas.

7. Section 106-116C – Applicant seeks
variance from curbing requirement.

8. Section 106-116D (1) - Applicant seeks
variance from shade tree requirements.

9. Section 106-133 A, B, C, D – Applicant
seeks variance from lighting requirements.

10. Section 106-111C(3) – Applicant
seeks variance from outdoor storage re-
quirements.

11. Section 106-111C(2) – Applicant
seeks variance to allow storage of vehicles
in front yard; it is only permitted in side and
rear yard.

12. Section 106-131 – Off street parking.
Applicant seeks waiver from designating
an off-street loading space.

13. Section 106-134 – Storm water Con-
trol: Applicant seeks to locate in public
right of way.

14. Section 106-142 – Applicant seeks
variance for setback for sign.

However, applicant requests any vari-
ances, waivers or relief that the Board
may require.

The Garwood Zoning/Planning Board
will conduct a public hearing on this matter
on the following April 25, 2018 at 7:30
p.m. in the Borough of Garwood, Mu-
nicipal Building at 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027. Any per-
son or persons affected by this application
will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in the Garwood
Zoning/Planning Office, Borough of
Garwood, Municipal Building, 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey
07027.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: DJB Holdings LLC

1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FAANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Feb-
ruary 28, 2018 granted approval to Mr. &
Mrs. Charles Whitney for lot area vari-
ances related to the construction of a free-
standing 3-car garage, for property at 145
North Avenue, Fanwood, being Block 54
and Lot 11.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Whitney
145 North Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 04/12/18, The Times Fee: $16.83

WF Lax Ladies Top
Saddle River Day, 17-13

Paige Radice stuffed in 10 goals
and added an assist as the Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team de-
feated Saddle River Day (SRD), 17-
13, on March 31. Natalie Bond and
Mikaela Buoscio each netted two
goals, while Olivia Shields and
McKenna Edmondson each scored a
goals and added an assist. Lucy
Gretsky put in one goal.

Alexa Tsahalis notched seven goals
and two assists for SRD and Michaela
McMahon had four goals and an as-
sist. Goalkeeper Carlee Swanson made
six saves for Westfield and Isabella
Garabo made 23 saves for SRD.

On April 3, the Lady Blue Devils
experienced a 16-2 setback against
Moorestown. Bond and Carley Farella
each scored once for Westfield. Kacey
Knobloch had three goals and two as-
sists for Moorestown and Colette Smith
added two goals and four assists.

Glen Rock Girls Rock
Raiders in Lacrosse

Solid defense tightened up in the
second half for the Glen Rock High
School girls lacrosse team leading to
a 13-8 win over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders on April 4.
Jordan Russo scored six goals, Kaitlyn
Arcedo netted four goals and Maggie
Smith scored three for Glen Rock,
while goalkeeper Elizabeth Burgoyne
made 10 saves.

Sabrina DiLollo scored three times
for the 2-1 Raiders, while Kelly
Mehorter and Emma Phillip each net-
ted a pair of goals and Catherine Buren
scored once. Amber Bretz scooped
five ground balls and goalkeeper
Sophia Iacone made five saves.
Glen Rock 6 7 13
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 1 8

High School Sport Shorts:

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on April 5,
2018, the Board memorialized the follow-
ing Resolution:

George & Shari Erasmus, 20 Pheas-
ant Lane, Block 15601, Lot 25.0203, were
approved to construct a new in-ground
pool and pavilion on the aforementioned
property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Diane
Perona has applied to the Borough of
Garwood Planning/Zoning Combined
Board for a “c” (bulk) variance to install an
emergency generator on premises com-
monly known as 161 Spruce Avenue, Bor-
ough of Garwood, New Jersey, which is
identified on the tax maps of the Borough
of Garwood as Block 512, Lot 2.

Please take further notice that the appli-
cant seeks any and all variances, waivers,
approvals and/or other relief from the
Borough’s zoning and land use regula-
tions, including but not limited to a “c”
variance from Section 106-107 (E) (acces-
sory structure to be located no less than 3
feet from the property line; generator lo-
cated approximately 18 inches to a side
yard property line).

Please take further notice that a public
hearing on the application has been sched-
uled by the Planning/Zoning Combined
Board for April 25, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey. When this matter is called, you
may appear either in person or by agent or
attorney and present any objections or
comments you may have with regard to
this application.

Maps, plans, applications and other re-
lated documents submitted with the appli-
cation are on file and available for inspec-
tion in the Planning/Zoning Office, Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
from 9:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 1:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

By: Richard S. Schkolnick,
Brown Moskowitz and Kallen, P.C.

Attorneys for Applicant
1 T - 4/12/18, the Leader Fee: $37.74

Blue Devils Nip
Softball Pioneers

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team nipped the Somerville Pio-
neers, 11-10, in Somerville on April
7. Erica Lawrence went 3-for-5,
blasted a home runs and a double,
scored twice and had three RBI for
the Blue Devils and Gen Howell went
3-for-4 with three RBI and two runs
scored. Ally Gulla smashed a two-run
home run and Julia Romano tripled,
singled and scored twice. Natalie
Patterson singled, walked twice and
scored once. Jordan Sacher singled,
walked three times, scored once and
had an RBI.

Grace Jensen went 3-for-4 with a
home run, four RBI and two runs
scored. Jessie DeSarno had a triple, a
single, two RBI and a run scored.
Julia LaFrankie went 3-for-4 with
two RBI and a run scored. Natalie
Babalis went 3-for-5 with an RBI and
a run scored.
Westfield 523 010 0 11
Somerville 081 001 0 10

Raider Laxers Edge
St. Joes (Met), 9-8

Noah Costanzo fired in five goals
to lead the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys lacrosse team past
St. Joseph (Metuchen), 9-8, in Scotch
Plains on April 7. Alex Oslislo scored
twice and added an assist and five
ground balls, and Anthony Porter
contributed four assists and four
ground balls. Jack Brady had a goal
and an assist and Tom Nakonechny
had a goal. Matt Monroy had six
ground balls and an assist, and
Harrison Parada scooped six ground
balls. Aidan Guma had an assist and
goalkeeper Tom Bruchman made nine
saves.

Brian Gates had three goals and
Garrett Klurman had a goal and five
assists for St. Joseph. Goalkeeper
Steve Walker made eight saves.

St. Joseph 1 4 1 2 8
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 5 2 1 9

Millburn Burns SPF
In Boy Lax OT, 6-5

Jack Williams shuffled in a goal
late in the overtime period to earn the
Millburn High School boys lacrosse
team a 6-5 victory over the hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders on
April 4. Anthony Porter scored a pair
of goals, added an assist and scooped
four ground balls for the Raiders.
Noah Costanza netted two goals and
Jack Brady scored once and added
three ground balls. Harrison Parada
scooped six ground balls, Aidan Guma
had an assist and five ground balls
and Alex Oslislo had an assist and two
ground balls.

Goalkeeper Tom Bruckman had
seven saves for the Raiders and Jack
Gruchacz made 13 for the Millers.
Miller Spencer Brown netted three
goals and two assists and Tanner
Nuggent scored twice. Ben Lipkin
scooped six ground balls.
Millburn 0 2 3 0 1 6
Sc Pl-Fnwd 1 2 1 1 0 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING INTO HOME BASE...Chris Wagner plows into Raider catcher Mike Dieu to score the seventh run of the big
second inning that energized the Blue Devils to grab a 12-6 victory in Westfield on April 9.
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Raiders Hold Off Cougars for Cole’s Cup, 9-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com
www.suechecchio.com

Location, Location with private patio! Welcome to this this beautifully renovated, sun-filled 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with a
city vibe featuring three entrances and situated just blocks to NYC transportation, downtown and schools. The open floor plan
boasts extra high ceilings, exposed brick, huge newer windows with custom plantation shutters and hardwood floors. The
open kitchen features maple soft close cabinetry, Caeserstone countertops, tumbled slate backsplash and high end stainless
steel appliances. The master bedroom features a private patio, custom shelving, three closets and a recently renovated full bath
(2017). There is also a second bedroom with walk in closet and a hall bath has been updated in 2018. Amenities include:
washer/dryer (2017), 4 newer air-conditioners, security system, update electrical, recessed lighting, 2 hot water heaters, custom
closets, lots of storage, elevator in building, and heated, underground garage parking with garage door opener.

515 Trinity Place, #1BN, Westfield

Offered for $429,000 • www.515TrinityPlace.com

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

enough to win. We tip our hat to them,
as they are strong program as usual.”

The “Cole’s Cup” was named for
former Raider goaltender Cole Weber,
who battled successfully lymphoma
and returned to play for the Raiders
before his high school career was over
in 2014. The Raiders won the first
“Cole’s Cup” in 2014 with a dramatic
9-8, overtime comeback. Trailing 8-6
late in the fourth quarter, Zach Ericson
scored with 1:03 on the clock then
Gabe Gibson knotted the score with
10 seconds remaining to force over-
time. Center midfielder James Lettieri
won the face-off then with only 1:05
off the clock, Kevin Charos slammed
home the game winner.

The Cougars won the Cup in 2015
with a 12-5 stomping. Rich Hurley
netted five goals and Mark Christiano
added a pair of goals and three as-
sists. Raider Scott Nizolak scored
two goals. The Cougars went on to
win their first-ever section title (South
Jersey, Group 2) with a 9-4 win over
Seneca before eventually losing an 8-
7 squeaker to Summit for the Group 2
crown to finish with a 19-3 record.

The Raiders regained the Cup in
2016 with a 10-4 victory. Richie
Nardone scored four goals and Tom
Harris scored three goals then last
year the Raiders dominated the Cou-
gars, 13-3. Nardone and Rob Gordon
each scored three goals.

In the 2018 contest, Raider Jack
Brady scored two goals and added
three assists and two ground balls.
Alex Oslislo scored twice and scooped
six ground balls. Noah Costanzo scored
twice, Anthony Porter had a goal, two
assists and three ground balls, Matt
Monroy had a goal and three ground
balls, and Aidan Guma had a goal and
two ground balls. Harrison Parada
scooped six ground balls, Tom
Nakonechny had four and Ryan
Johnson scooped three. Raider goal-
keeper Tom Bruckman made 13 saves.

“Tom Bruckman was phenomenal
in goal for us with 13 saves. I’m
happy with the win but we understand
we have to get better and that little
things (communicating on defense,
putting the ball in the right spot for
our teammates) to be successful and
being able to put teams away when we
get a good lead,” Coach Miceli said.

Hunter Brogan led the Cougars with
three goals, one assist and five ground
balls. Cole Blazek had a goal, an
assist and six ground balls and Conor
Halpin had a goal and scooped nine
ground balls. Mike Kalnins had a
goal and a pair of ground balls and
Phil Marotta scored once. Jack Callan
had two assists and two ground balls,
and Dante Cassaro had an assist and a
ground ball. Goalkeeper Marotta
made 10 saves.

The Raiders took a 2-1 lead in the

first quarter then stretched it to 5-1 in
the second before the Cougars an-
swered with a pair of goals to make
the score at the half, 5-3. The Raiders
went ahead, 7-3, but once again, the
Cougars answered to make the score,
7-5, entering the fourth quarter. After
the Cougars added a goal in the fourth,
Guma and Oslislo answered the call
to seal the deal.

“As for the game it was a back and
forth contest. Kudos to Cranford for
playing phenomenal and having a
great game plan. We were up 5-1 in
the second quarter and they battled
right back. We scored two more goals
in the third quarter, Jack Brady and
Matt Monroy, but again Cranford
battled back to make it a two-goal
game. I credit our guys for not getting
rattled when Cranford made it a one-
goal game and we responded with
some key fourth-quarter goals by
Aidan Guma and Alex Osliso,” Coach
Miceli said.

“We were able to play strongly in
spurts, but not consistently enough
throughout the game. Hunter Brogan
did well offensively for us, and is off
to a strong start for us in our first two
games thus far. Senior defenseman
Joe Gannon also played well, and has
been a strong leader so far,” Coach
Reinoso said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 2 2 2 9
Cranford 1 2 2 2 7

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on April 16, 2018 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Ace Towing, 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 8:30 am.  Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
JAGUAR 2004 SAJEA51C44WD64115 $6,565.00

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $38.76

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING INTO RAIDER TERRITORY...Cougars Cole Blazek, No. 3, and Joe Gannon, No. 26, head into Raider territory
while being chased by Raider Noah Costanzo, No. 32, during the “Cole’s Cup” at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 6.

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Mountainside. FT. Flexible Hrs. No
Summer Saturdays. Small Private
Office. Experience a plus. Good with
people. E-mail resume or questions
to drlbremmer@gmail.com

“Great work, Free estimates”
References Available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 787-3003

POLISH CLEANING LADY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

9 temp farm workers needed
5/24/18 – 9/28/18. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with planting vegetables according
to supervisor’s instructions.
Workers will have extensive
periods of sitting, standing,
walking, pushing, pulling, repetitive
movement, frequent stopping and
lifting 75lbs. Must have 3 months’
verifiable experience hand
harvesting a perishable crop &
affirmative verifiable job
references. May random drug test
at employer’s expense.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed or be less than
36 hours. Work tools, supplies,
equipment provided at no cost.
Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $12.83/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion.
EOE. Worksite in Monroe, Wayne,
Livingston, Erie & Geness Co’s.,
NY. Report or send a resume to
nearest local NJ One Stop Career
Center office or call (908) 412-
7980 & reference Job # NY-
1245827. Kreher Enterprises LLC:
Clarence NY

CLARK ESTATE SALE #2

24 Sweet Briar Drive
Fri 4/13 & Sat 4/14  10am to 3pm
Contents of Home & Garage:
Sofas, Chairs, Dining Room,
Curio, Tea Cart, Lamps, Mirrors,
Dressers, Linens,  China,
Glass, New & Vintage Giftware,
Holiday Decorations, Christmas,
Ladies Clothing, Costume Jewelry,
Shoes, Hats, Patio Sets,
Garden Accessories, Tools,
Mower & More! For info & pics

DovetailsUSA.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on April 9, 2018, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on March 12, 2018.

Angela Kaufman, 411 Prospect Street.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
deck contrary to Sections 12.04F2, and
12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a building coverage with a deck of
23.23% where the Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage with a deck of
22%; to allow a building coverage with a
deck & porch of 25.72% where the Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age with a deck & porch of 24%. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Maria Blanco, 417 Kimball Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to expand a first
floor bathroom contrary to Sections
11.08E7, 12.04F1, and 12.04F2 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a rear yard
setback of + 19.8 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum rear yard setback of
35 feet; to allow a building coverage of
22% where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%; to allow a
building coverage with a porch of 27.3%
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a porch of 24%.
Application approved with conditions.

Carlos Soria & Jaime Pool Soria, 654
Raymond Street. Applicants sought ap-
proval to construct a second-floor addition
contrary to Sections 11.09E5, 11.09E6,
11.09E10 (per 12.04F1), and 11.09E13 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 5.9 feet where the Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet; to allow a street side yard
setback of 14.3 feet & 16.83 feet where the
Ordinance requires a minimum street side
yard setback of 20 feet; to allow a continu-
ous wall length of 42 feet & 25.5 feet where
the Ordinance allows a maximum continu-
ous wall length of 25 feet; to allow a build-
ing coverage of 22% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Application approved with conditions.

Heather Wainer & Lou Weidt, 101
West Dudley Avenue. Applicants sought
approval to construct a second story addi-
tion contrary to Section 11.06E5 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a street side
yard setback of 15.9 feet where the Ordi-
nance requires a minimum street side yard
setback of 20 feet. Application approved
with conditions.

Kevin & Corey Zippler, 919 Mountain
View Circle. Applicants sought approval
to construct a front porch contrary to Sec-
tion 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a front yard setback of 41.05 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
front yard setback of 48.19 feet. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Monika Gupta, 1524 Pine Grove Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a one and two-story addition, an
open front porch, and a one-car garage
contrary to Sections 11.09E5 and 11.09E6
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 4.9 feet where the Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side setback
yard of 10 feet; to allow a front yard setback
of 34.6 feet where the Ordinance requires
a minimum front yard setback (EFYD) of
35.6 feet. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $72.42

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
$30. Call (908) 654-6091

WAITRESS WANTED

Vicki's Diner, Reliable Person,
Flexible Hours, Apply in Person
(908) 233-6887 Ask for Valerie

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF MOUNT LAUREL
COMPLIANCE HEARING ON
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
HOUSING ELEMENT AND
FAIR SHARE PLAN ALONG
WITH IMPLEMENTING ORDI-
NANCES FOR THE THIRD
ROUND AFFORDABLE
HOUSING PERIOD

IN RE: TOWN OF WESTFIELD COM-
PLIANCE WITH THIRD ROUND MOUNT
LAUREL AFFORDABLE HOUSING OB-
LIGATIONS, DOCKET NO. UNN-L-2391-
15

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Compli-
ance Hearing (the “hearing”) will be held
on Monday, May 21, 2018 at 2:00 pm
before the Honorable Karen M. Cassidy,
AJSC (Assignment Judge of the Superior
Court), First Floor, Union County Court-
house, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, New
Jersey 07207. The purpose of the hearing
is for the court to review the Town of
Westfield’s (the “Town”) 2018 Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan (“HEFSP”),
and implementing ordinances and related
documents (the HEFSP, ordinances and
related documents are referred to as the
“Compliance Plan”) to determine whether
the Compliance Plan complies with the
Town’s obligation to provide a realistic
opportunity for creating housing afford-
able to low and moderate income house-
holds pursuant to (1) the New Jersey Fair
Housing Act (“FHA”), (2) applicable rules
and regulations of the New Jersey Council
on Affordable Housing (“COAH”), (3) Mount
Laurel case law, including but not limited to
the New Jersey Supreme Court’s March
10, 2015 decision, In re N.J.A.C. 5:96 &
N.J.A.C. 5:97, 221 N.J. 1 (2015), and (4)
the Settlement Agreement (the “settle-
ment agreement”) entered into between
the Town and Fair Share Housing Center
(“FSHC”) which was approved as modified
by an Amended Order filed by the court on
November 1, 2017.

The Compliance Plan is intended to ad-
dress the three components of the Town’s
affordable housing obligation, its Present
Need obligation, Prior Round obligation
(1987 - 1999), and Third Round obligation
(1999 - 2025).  The Compliance Plan de-
scribes how the Town’s affordable hous-
ing obligations have been determined and
shows how the Town will comply with its
obligations. In summary, the Town’s obli-
gations are as follows:

1. The Town’s Present Need Obligation
is 15 units.

2. The Town’s Prior Round Obligation is
139 units.

3. The Town’s Third Round Obligation of
1,090 units.

As further explained in the HEFSP, while
the Town’s Third Round Obligation is 1,090
units, the Town’s Realistic Development
Potential (“RDP”) is 62 units as estab-
lished by a Vacant Land Adjustment
(“VLA”) due to the fully developed nature
of the Town and lack of vacant develop-
able land. The HEFSP references the sites
and mechanisms intended to satisfy the
Town’s RDP of 62 units, as well as various
mechanisms to address the “unmet” need
of 1,028 units (the difference between the
Third Round obligation of 1,090 units and
the Town’s RDP of 62 units). The ordi-
nances and other documents included in
the Compliance Plan implement the
HEFSP.

On the date of the hearing, the Court will
determine whether the Town, through its
Compliance Plan, has created a realistic
opportunity for satisfaction of its Present
Need, Prior Round and Third Round com-
ponents of its Mount Laurel affordable
housing obligations pursuant to applicable
law. The Town seeks a Judgment of Com-
pliance and Repose formally approving
the Compliance Plan, subject to appropri-
ate conditions, if any, that may be imposed
by the Court, which Judgment of Compli-
ance and Repose would declare the Town
in compliance with its Prior Round, Present
Need and Third Round affordable housing
obligations and which would entitle the
Town to protection from any affordable
housing litigation (including but limited to
builder’s remedy litigation) until July 1,
2025.

All documents comprising the Compli-
ance Plan will be presented to the court
and will be placed on file no later than April
20, 2018 and will be available for public
inspection at the office of the Town Clerk,
located in the Town of Westfield municipal
building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Any interested party and/or person may
seek to appear at the hearing and present
a position on the Compliance Plan. Objec-
tions or comments by any interested party
and/or person must be filed ahead of the
hearing in writing together with copies of
supporting affidavits, expert reports or
documents which form or will form the
bases of the objections or comments with
the Honorable Karen M. Cassidy, AJSC,
Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207 on or before
May 11, 2018. Copies must also be filed
with the Union County Clerk, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Room 107
Rotunda, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
and with each of the persons listed below
at the addresses listed below (copies may
be emailed to the persons below rather
than mailed via the United States Postal
Service):

Jonathan E. Drill, Esq. (Town Special Af-
fordable Housing Counsel)
Stickel, Koenig, Sullivan & Drill, LLC
571 Pompton Avenue
Cedar Grove, New Jersey 07009
jdrill@sksdlaw.com

Kevin Walsh, Esq. (attorney for FSHC)
Fair Share Housing Center
510 Park Boulevard
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
kevinwalsh@fairsharehousing.org

Philip B. Caton, PP, FAICP (Court’s Spe-
cial Master)
Clark Caton Hintz
100 Barrack Street
Trenton, New Jersey 08608
pcaton@cchnj.com

This notice is intended to inform inter-
ested parties, persons and entities of the
Compliance Plan and the compliance hear-
ing to be conducted and to inform inter-
ested parties, persons and entities that
they are able to comment on the Compli-
ance Plan before the Court determines
whether to approve the Compliance Plan
and grant repose. This notice does not
indicate any view of the Court or whether
the Court will act in favor of the Town as
described above.

By: Jonathan E. Drill, Esq.
Town of Westfield

Special Affordable Housing Counsel
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $136.17

PUBLIC NOTICE

Letters to the Editor
Why Dem Party Supports Lombardo

For Mayor, and Not Sara Todisco
This is not another letter explain-

ing why the Garwood Democratic
Party supports Charles Lombardo for
Mayor with Jennyfer Guerrero and
Vincent Kearney for Council. It is a
letter explaining why the Chairman
of the Garwood Democratic Party
supports Charles Lombardo for
Mayor, and not Sara Todisco.

Last year when Sara Todisco and
Russ Graham ran their election for
Council it was not a unifying force in
the party. There was disagreement
about her running mate and campaign
strategy, but as she was the incumbent
the party and Committee respected her
wishes. While there were many new
faces entering the Democratic Club
during this time, they were not invited
to participate in many respects. A cam-
paign should be a uniting force to
drive the party forward and provide
opportunity for newer members to learn
the process. Yet, for the most part this
did not happen as Sara only worked
with a small group of her own people.
Even so, as the Party we all stood by
Sara and supported her in her cam-
paign. In return, she barely eked out a
victory for herself in Garwood while
Russ ended up losing. Support for
other Democrats up and down the
slate was tepid at best. This is not a
success story, as she claims.

Union County Democrats (both the
county and many other local parties),
Mayor Lombardo, and our own
Garwood Democrats have supported
and defended Sara on many occasions
over the seven years that she has been
on Council. We all provided support
and knowledge, opening doors she
would not normally have access to as
an individual starting out. Politics is
about knowledge and connections. One
can learn the knowledge aspect over
time, but someone who wants to build
connections needs to show loyalty and
respect to those that participate in their
successes by giving them the room to
grow and make connections while
learning the ropes.

If I felt Sara was running for some-
thing other than pure opportunism
and self-interest, I would have sup-
ported her for Mayor during our
Party’s screening process. However
just being told by her “people”, and
her, many times that ”it is her time to
run” and that “she has vision” with no
other reason given, with no explana-
tion of this “vision”, doesn’t do it for
me, as Committee Chairman, or for
that matter the majority of the Com-
mittee. This is why the Committee
ultimately selected Charles Lombardo
to run for re-election.

After many discussions with Sara,
by myself and others on the Commit-
tee, about her wanting to run for mayor
before and during the selection pro-
cess, she still organized a rival slate.

These actions end up not just taking on
the Incumbent Mayor, but taking on the
entire Party and everything it has built
and stands for by forming her hand-
picked slate. This was done while she
still was an active participant in the
Committee process to interview and
select candidates for Council, even as
she was organizing people, to run against
them without following the selection
process she was aware of as an active
participant! As a result of this secretive
behavior many people in the Garwood
Democratic Party, who have helped
and supported Sara over the years, feel
betrayed and stabbed in the back. Where
is the loyalty and respect for those who
stood by, trusted and defended her,
even as recently as the last election?

As our Mayor, Charles Lombardo
has quietly worked for Garwood for
24 years in total, not continuous since
1986 as claimed by Sara, returning to
public office after a seven-year break
to lead and serve Garwood as Mayor
at a pivotal time in our community’s
history. It is not just what he does for
our town, which is quite often behind
the scenes, but what he adds to our
town with his extensive knowledge
and experience, built over a lifetime
of education and service. Charles has
built a team of older and younger
Democrats, empowered them to do
good together and to achieve tangible
things for our town, to have opinions
and minds of their own. As Mayor, he
provides our next generation of
Democrats with leadership by ex-
ample while he supports their growth
as individuals. Just as he did for Sara
Todisco. He does not actively look
for people he can control or direct to
follow his will or remove them from
“his people” the moment they ex-
press a difference of opinion. Charles
Lombardo puts Garwood first, above
all else, for the benefit of all its resi-
dents, not just a select few. We are
Garwood First, Democrats second.

Hugh Sinclair
Chairman, Garwood Dem.Com.

Mayors Against Illegal GunsGarwood Independence And The
Best Decisions For Our Future

Garwood is at a tipping point. At
such a crucial time in this town’s
history, the citizens of Garwood de-
serve the right to choose the strongest
leaders for their community. For years,
the Union County Democratic Party
has used a closed-door committee
process to determine who should run
for office in our town. While this is an
internal process, democracy enables
primaries for a reason — so multiple
people can run for their party’s nomi-
nation to compete in the General Elec-
tion. After seven years on the Coun-
cil, a record of success, and strong
connections formed with the residents,
Sara Todisco has decided to run in
this June’s Primary because she be-
lieves the voters deserve a choice. We
believe that Sara represents the strong
leadership that will lead to a stronger
Garwood. She brings new ideas,
boundless energy, and the experience
to get things done to better our com-
munity. That’s why we chose to run
with her as we seek your support in
our endeavor to run for Council. We
are both proud and honored to be on
the “Democrats for Garwood” ticket.

All three of us have chosen to dedi-
cate our lives to making a difference
and to benefit others. Through law
enforcement, teaching, and legal ad-
vocacy, we have made giving back
our livelihoods. We have applied our-

selves to our professions with pas-
sion, and have striven to continue
learning along the way, with each of
us having pursued additional gradu-
ate education beyond our college de-
grees. It is this dedication, along with
the ability to listen, to think critically
about the issues, and to have rational
team-oriented discussions, that we will
bring to Garwood’s local government.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that have
called out our team for going against
their wishes. However, elections are
about the people’s wishes. We must
make sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to make
the best decisions for our town’s fu-
ture.

Garwood is at a pivotal moment.
Garwood needs strong leaders who
will proactively oversee redevelop-
ment, establish open communication
with the community, and ensure our
town remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the team
that is proactive, not reactive.
Garwood needs your support—please
cast your vote for the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit team on Tuesday, June 5 on
column “Democrats for Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Candidates for Garwood Council (D)

Nearly two decades ago, legendary
broadcast journalist Tom Brokaw
came to Westfield High School to
host a “live” Town Meeting on a new
network called MSNBC. The topic
was school gun violence, and Brokaw
chose Westfield because it had the
same look, feel and demographics as
a high school in Colorado that had
just experienced – at that time – the
worst mass school shooting ever in
American history  — Columbine High
School.

Joining Brokaw at Westfield High
School that evening were the Gover-
nor of New Jersey, Christie Todd
Whitman, Vice-President Al Gore via
satellite, a U.S. Senator from Wyo-
ming, NRA supporters, gun control
advocates, mental health experts, par-
ents, teachers and students – all search-
ing for answers as to why two armed
young men would open fire on their
classmates in such a violent and sense-
less fashion.

“Could Columbine happen at
Westfield High School?” Brokaw
asked the audience.

Sadly, not Columbine nor San Ber-
nardino nor Newtown incited the
change we need – and that is our
American tragedy.

Since that awful day at Colum-
bine on April 20, 1999, more than
187,000 students at 193 schools in
the United States have experienced
a shooting. There have been, on
average, 10 school shootings per
year since Columbine. In the first
three months of this year alone, there
have been 12 school shootings,
making it among the worst on record
and perhaps indicative of a worsen-
ing crisis.

But I am pleased to report that
there is hope.

We have to look no further than
Westfield students Katie Clark, Will
Rackear, Linzy Rosen, Emily
Bloomfield, David Sherwood and
Briana Brown who organized and led
last month’s “March for Our Lives,”
drawing over 4,000 people to
Westfield in solidarity with the hun-
dreds of thousands of others in Wash-
ington and around the country who
said they’ve had enough of gun vio-

lence.
The youth of America sent a clear

and pointed message that they will no
longer sit on the sidelines while their
lives and the safety of their schools
are at stake. They have shown us a
way out of this uniquely American
nightmare – unrelenting engagement
and activism to ensure their murdered
friends will not become one more
statistic. As adults and elected offi-
cials, it is incumbent upon us now to
deliver to them one of the most funda-
mental promises of a civilized soci-
ety: safety.

As Mayor, my first priority is to do
everything in my power to protect our
residents, especially our children,
from harm. To that end, I am pleased
to join 13 fellow Union County may-
ors, including those from neighbor-
ing towns Cranford, Fanwood, Sum-
mit and Springfield, in joining May-
ors Against Illegal Guns. This organi-
zation is comprised of a bipartisan
national coalition of mayors commit-
ted to working together to remove all
illegal guns off the streets through
enforcement, legislation and collabo-
ration. This work is not going to be
easy and progress may come slowly,
but it will require committed and per-
sistent leadership from mayors across
the country and from organizations
like Mayors Against Illegal Guns.

The recent school shooting in
Parkland, Florida was particularly
hard because, like Columbine,
Parkland is a lot like Westfield and so
many of our neighbors: a similarly
sized suburb of a big city; a close-knit
community brought together by love
of family, sports and the arts.

If we, along with the youth of
Westfield and America, do what’s right
for our communities especially in our
schools, we can commit to ending
gun violence once and for all.

Enough is enough.
You can find the Mayors Against

Illegal Guns statement of principles
at https://everytown.org/documents/
2 0 1 5 / 0 7 / m a i g - s t a t e m e n t - o f -
principles.pdf

Thank you.
Westfield Mayor

Shelley Brindle

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on April
23, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to consider the appli-
cation of 2019 Mountain Scotch Plains
LLC who is seeking Preliminary and Final
Site Plan approval to demolish the two
existing buildings located at 310 and 320
Park Avenue, Block 1001, Lots 45 and 46,
B-2 Zone and construct a bank with remote
drive-thru facility and associated site up-
grades, including parking, landscaping and
lighting. Variances are required for failing
to provide sufficient onsite loading, land-
scape or fencing buffer requirements,
façade details, some signage details, and
the Applicant will seek any other variances
that are deemed to be necessary at the
time of the hearing, including any waivers,
exceptions, interpretations and other relief
necessary to allow the Applicant’s pro-
posed use of the property, such relief will
be considered at the time for the hearing.

The application, plans and related pa-
pers are on file in the Office of the Planning
Board and are available for inspection
during regular office hours (Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.).

All interested persons may be present
and be heard at said hearing in accor-
dance with the rules of the Planning Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2102

CALENDAR YEAR 2018
MODEL ORDINANCE TO EX-
CEED THE MUNICIPAL BUD-
GET APPROPRIATION LIM-
ITS AND TO ESTABLISH A
CAP BANK  (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-
45.14)

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
April 10, 2018.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $18.36

How Low We Have Sunk As A Society
Prince Charles in Australia for the

Commonwealth Games was asked
whether he carried his own toilet seat
with him when he travels! Taken
aback, he responded, “My own what?
Oh, don’t believe all that crap.”

Our Presidents are also victimized
by irrelevancy. News channels can-
not get enough of covering presiden-
tial despite all the serious problems
the country faces.

Saturday Night Live turns our Presi-
dents into caricatures rather than seri-
ously focus on the pressing problems
the President faces.

President Carter took considerable
heat because of his brother Billy’s
behavior but Billy had nothing to do
with running the country.

President Reagan had to endure his
beloved wife being called “Queen
Nancy” because she wore designer
clothing and expensive jewelry. But
what she wore had nothing to do with
her husband governing the country.

President Kennedy at times ap-
peared overshadowed by his wife
about whom he said at a press confer-
ence during his 1961 state visit to
President de Gaulle, “I am the man
who accompanied Jacqueline
Kennedy to Paris.”

Presidents govern, not First Ladies.
Talk about irrelevancy. The New

York Times recently portrayed Presi-
dent Trump. “On weekdays, President
Trump’s principal mode of blowing
off steam is his nightly dinner in the
residence. He has always relished gos-
siping over plates of well-done steak,
salad slathered in Roquefort dressing
and bacon crumbles, tureens of gravy
and huge slices of dessert with extra
ice cream…He has an odd affinity for
showing off bathrooms, including one
is renovated near the Oval Office, and
enjoys pulling dinner companions into
the Lincoln Bedroom or on to the
Truman Balcony for the postcard view
of the city he has disrupted.”

Presidents are entitled to their pref-
erences without public snooping.
Washington danced. Ike barbecued.
JFK sailed. FDR collected stamps.
Hoover fished. Truman played the
piano. Harding golfed. LBJ drove an

amphibious car. Reagan and George
W. Bush ranched. George W. H. Bush
ate pork rinds. Carter jogged. Obama
played basketball. Nixon bowled.
Jefferson the Renaissance man did
most everything.

What matters though are the poli-
cies and programs of the President.

But we are knowing far too much
about the personal lives of our Presi-
dents and far too little about their
leadership!

British essayist Walter Bagehot in
1867 said about the British monar-
chy, “Its mystery is its life. We must
not let in daylight upon magic.” Too
might light and the reverence is lost.

There must be presidential privacy
even in our beloved democracy and
thus freedom from what Shakespeare
in “Hamlet” called “foul whisperings.”
But Shakespeare could never have
imagined modern communications
instantly spreading intimate details
about our Presidents much of which
are distortions. Jonathan Swift ob-
served, “Falsehood flies, and the truth
comes limping after it.” Presidents
thus find it very difficult if not impos-
sible to correct the record, however
skilled their press secretary may be.

Gossip never saved a country, never
won a war, never brought about pros-
perity.

And what a President has for din-
ner never ended a crisis.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

JULY 2018 – JUNE 2019
ANNUAL NOTICE OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d)

ALL MEETINGS HELD AT:
Administration Building

512 Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

OPEN AGENDA MEETINGS - 8:00 P.M.
(7:30 p.m. Executive Session)

NO MEETING IN JULY Thursday, January 24, 2019
Tuesday, September 13, 2018 Thursday, February 21, 2019
Thursday, October 11, 2018 Thursday, March 14, 2019
Thursday, November 15, 2018 Thursday, April 11, 2019
NO DECEMVER OPEN AGENDA MEETING- Thursday, May 9, 2019
      REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING ONLY Thursday, June 13, 2019

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return to the
public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action may be taken.

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS – 8:00 P.M.
(7:30 p.m. Executive Session)

NO MEETING IN JULY Thursday, January 31, 2018
Thursday, August 30, 2018 Thursday, February 28, 2019
Tuesday, September 25, 2018 Thursday, March 28, 2019
Thursday, October 18, 2018 Thursday, April 25, 2019
Tuesday, November 29, 2018 Thursday, May 30, 2019
Thursday, December 20, 2018 Thursday, June 27, 2019

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return to the
public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action will be taken.

On occasion, the Board will meet in public from 7:00-7:30 p.m. for student or staff
recognitions.  No actions will be taken during these times.

2019 Annual Organization Meeting – Thursday, January 3, 2019

STUDENT RECOGNITION:
Monday, June 3, 2019 –7:30 p.m. – Administration Bldg.

1 T - 04/12/18, The Times Fee: $66.30

WESTFIELD
Friday, March 30, Essence C. Pickett,

22, of Newark was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield Municipal Court
criminal warrant, in the amount of
$1,000, pursuant to a prisoner pickup at
the Union Police Department. She was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, March 31, Alexander Reddy,
20, of Allenhurst was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant out of the
Garwood Municipal Court, in the amount
of $750 (no 10-percent cash option),
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Clifton Street and Rahway Av-
enue. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released with having posted the full bail
amount.

Monday, April 2, a resident of the 800
block of Boulevard reported being the
victim of identity theft. The victim stated
that one or more unknown suspects uti-
lized her information to purchase items
and generate an account.

Wednesday, April 4, Rainiel Pena
Pimentel, 26, of Hempstead, N.Y., was
arrested on two outstanding traffic war-
rants pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
on Lawrence Avenue near Barchester
Way. The warrants were from the Bor-
ough of Ramsey Municipal Court, in
the amount of $153, and from
Saddlebrook Municipal Court, in the
amount of $120. Pimentel was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after
posting the full $273 bail in cash.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, April 3, Keyenza Seawright,

38, of New Brunswick was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Scotch
Plains.

Wednesday, April 4, a resident of Ju-
niper Lane reported the theft of the front
license plate from his motor vehicle.
The theft occurred sometime between
April 1 and April 3.

Thursday, April 5, a resident of
Glenside Avenue reported an incident of
fraud after someone reportedly opened

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-06

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AUTHORIZING A
SPECIAL EMERGENCY AP-
PROPRIATION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $140,000 FOR
THE PREPARATION OF AN
APPROVED TAX MAP AND A
PROGRAM OF REVALUA-
TION OF REAL PROPERTY
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOR-
OUGH.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-06, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma, RMC

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

several credit cards in the victim’s name.
The incident currently is under investi-
gation.

Thursday, April 5, Hassan A. Laban,
40, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield
during a motor vehicle stop. Laban was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Friday, April 6, Edward Collins, 49,
of East Orange was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop and charged with
possession of prohibited weapons and
possession of cocaine. Collins was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Friday, April 6, Michael C.
Grammenos, 28, of Mountainside was
arrested on an outstanding warrant out
of Scotch Plains during a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Friday, April 6, Vonzo A. Daniels, 61,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with a disorderly person’s offense. While
on patrol, police observed Daniels uri-
nating on Park Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Friday, April 6, Shivell R. Brown, 39,
of Hillside was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of East Orange during a
motor vehicle stop. Brown was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

CRANFORD
Monday, April 2, Elijah Sealey, 20, of

Newark was arrested and charged with
possession of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug parapher-
nalia after police stopped a 2007 Dodge
at the intersection of Raritan Road and
Centennial Avenue for tinted windows.
Sealey was processed and released pend-
ing a municipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle and tinted windows.

Friday, April 6, Timothy Palmer, 25,
of Carteret was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance, possession of a hypoder-

mic syringe and possession of drug para-
phernalia after police stopped a 2016
Dodge on Jackson Drive near Moen
Avenue for a seatbelt violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene, police
arrested a passenger, Palmer, for sus-
pected crack cocaine and a hypodermic
syringe located inside the vehicle. He
was processed and released pending a
state Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, he was a issued motor ve-
hicle summons for a seatbelt violation.

Saturday, April 7, Oleksandr
Vorobkalo, 29, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with Driving While
Intoxicated (DWI) after police stopped
a 2011 Mazda at the intersection of
Walnut Avenue and Lexington Avenue
for careless driving. Vorobkalo was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
adult with a pending municipal court
appearance date. Additionally, he was
issued summonses for refusal to submit
to breath samples, careless driving, and
an improper lane change.

Saturday, April 7, Michael Cassidy,
19 of Cranford and Brian Parada, 19, of
Elizabeth were arrested and charged with
possession of a CDS, possession of a
under 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after po-
lice stopped a 2010 Subaru on North
Avenue West near Orchard Street for
careless driving. Cassidy was also
charged with suspected THC edibles
found inside the vehicle. They were both
processed and released pending court
appearance dates. Cassidy, the driver,
was also issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for possession of a CDS, im-
proper passing, and careless driving.

Saturday, April 7, Preston Hammond,
47, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with possession of a CDS and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after police
stopped a 1999 Ford at the intersection
of Myrtle Street and Rod Smith Place
for a brake lamp out. Following an
investigation at the scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Hammond, for sus-
pected crack-cocaine found inside the
vehicle. He was processed and pro-
vided with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. He was processed and pro-
vided with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. Additionally, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for sus-
pended driver and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle. Further investigation revealed
Hammond had an active arrest warrant
out of Roselle.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Isle of Dogs
Will Wag Your Tail

3 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Writer-director Wes Anderson’s
often brilliant, stop-motion animated
feature, Isle of Dogs, about a 12-year-
old boy’s search for his lost pup,
packs its humor-filled, sociopolitical
wisdom into 101 entertaining min-
utes like hard ice cream jack-ham-
mered into a pint carton. Lose con-
centration for a second and you’ll
miss a manifesto, a dictum, a theory
and perhaps two or three mini-trea-
tises on government. It soon becomes
clear that the bulk of its pontifications
will be gleaned not in the theater, but
in the den via successive screenings
over the years.

Thus the best tack to take, if you
can, is to sit back, relax and enjoy this
genre heir to “Animal Farm” for its
quirkily infatuating surface tale, al-
lowing your brain’s tumblers to
bounce, adjust and absorb the
subtextual, implied and exquisitely
threaded hidden meanings at your
own pace. Don’t worry…it’ll all even-
tually fall into place. Besides, discov-
ering minutiae you didn’t  first notice,
whether it’s the second, third or ump-
teenth viewing, is a charm unto itself,
the cinematic equivalent of finding a
ten dollar bill in the pocket of a coat
you haven’t worn in years.

The plot, while deceivingly simple,
is a story of good and evil, set in a
dystopian, fictionalized Japan in the
near future. Mayor Kobayashi has
just won election courtesy of a fear-
spreading campaign alleging that the
dog flu affecting the canine occu-
pants will spread to Megasaki’s hu-
man population if drastic action is not
taken. Of course the authoritarian
manipulator of propaganda is keep-
ing it hush-hush that Professor
Watanabe (Akira Ito), aided by his
trusty assistant, Yoko-ono (Yoko
Ono), is on the verge of a cure. The
dogs must go!

Checking the film’s production
dates, we find its profferings uncan-
nily ironic. Granted, while Machia-
vellian scheming for control plays
over and over in the course of human
events, some of auteur Anderson’s
characterizations are startlingly
timely. Diving into the crucible of
how absolute power corrupts abso-
lutely, he spins a lazy Susan array of
the devious methodologies power-
hungry blackguards use to make it
appear as if they’re doing the people’s
will. Scanning the audience at the
demagogue’s rallies, it appears like
folks are comatose in their obedi-
ence.

So it’s no surprise that the great
unwashed utter nary a peep when
Kobayashi banishes all dogs to Trash
Island, a decrepit, forlorn remnant of
infrastructure that looks like what you
see along the tracks as you travel by
train through New Jersey’s swamp/
junkyard to New York City. Emblem-
atic of Kobayashi’s conviction, Spots,
the first pup to be deported, is the
loyal pet of Atari Kobayashi, the or-
phaned, 12-year-old nephew and ward
of the despot. Learning of this treach-
ery, the kid hijacks a plane and plans
a rescue, earning the sobriquet, Little
Pilot.

Landing among the dogs that have
settled the title holding pen, the Little

Pilot, who is now being lauded by a
suddenly invigorated citizenry back
home, is met by a Steinbeckian cadre
who, though initially suspect, accept
Atari’s altruistic mission. They don’t
know Spots or his whereabouts,
though they’ve heard tell of any num-
ber of theories, including the rumor
that a pack of cannibalistic curs rules
on the other side of the island. Hostile
at first, but ultimately stepping up to
become Atari’s Dog Friday is Chief, a
self-described stray with a tale of his
own.

Voiced with outcast authority by
Bryan Cranston, Chief is Tramp, as in
Lady and the Tramp (1955), reincar-
nated and politicized. The hobo swag-
ger of the post-war mongrel is traded
for a seasoned survivor of govern-
mental oppression. Yet while he is
cynical, we suspect there is that spark
of hope, glimmering somewhere be-
neath his matted coat. The tacitly
accepted leader of ragtag stalwarts,
he is the isle’s Pepe Le Moko, the
romantic ruffian exiled to his canine
Casbah. So all we need is a Hedy
Lamarr-like pooch to ignite his he-
roic potential.

Enters stage left, Nutmeg, voiced
by Scarlett Johansson, the pedigree
whose nobility cannot be diminished
by the demeaning gulag into which
she has been tossed. She knows stuff
and, refuting gossip about herself,
offers some advice concerning the
unknown terrain Chief will be explor-
ing in quest of Spots. He is smitten
but respectful. However, I think if he
could he’d echo Le Moko’s adulating
words to Lamarr’s Gaby: “You’re
beautiful. That’s easy to say. I know
that others have told you. But what
I’m telling you is different, see? For
to me you’re more than that.”

Hence, romance as the afflatus to
social change is added to the adven-
ture, political wit and astute muck-
raking that comprise this savvy, fea-
ture length metaphor. What’s more,
agreeing with the recently departed
Cynthia Heimel, who said “Dogs are
us, only innocent,” this mutt-veiled
look into human behavior uses the
Orwellian ploy not only to advance
its grand civics lesson, but also to
sing a humorously loving paean to
man and woman’s best friend.

***
Isle of Dogs, rated PG-13, is a Fox

Searchlight Picture’s release directed
by Wes Anderson and stars the voices
of Bryan Cranston, Scarlett Johansson
and Liev Schreiber. Running time:
101 minutes.

Chris Barron of the Spin
Doctors Coming to JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS — Spin Doctors
front man Chris Barron will bring his
musical and storytelling talents to the
Jewish Community Center of Central
New Jersey in Scotch Plains on Satur-
day, May 12 at 9 p.m.

Advance tickets are $25 and can be
purchased at www.jccnj.org or by call-
ing (908) 889-8800, ext. no. 253. The
concert is part of the on-going Split
Level Concert Series, which highlights
critically acclaimed singer-songwriters
in a uniquely intimate setting.

Mr. Barron rose to fame via his group
the Spin Doctors in the early 1990s.
Their debut album Pocket Full Of
Kryptonite (released in 1991) spawned
two top ten hits, “Two Princes” and
“Little Miss Can’t Be Wrong.” The

album rose to #3 on Billboard’s Top
200 chart. Mr. Barron still actively per-
forms with the Spin Doctors and has
become an accomplished solo artist in
his own right. His current solo album
Angels And One Armed Jugglers was
released last fall to critical acclaim.

New York city-based Singer/
songwriter Aly Tadros will open the
show.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central New
Jersey is a constituent agency of the
Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield United
Fund. Financial assistance is available
for membership and various programs.

Westfield Tenor to Perform in
Verismo Opera's 'Turandot'

ENGELWOOD – The New Jersey
Association of Verismo Opera an-
nounces tenor Philip Alongi of
Westfield,  joins the company again
and performs Prince Calaf in the
company's debut of Giacomo Puccini's
last grand opera, Turandot.   The opera
will be performed on Sunday, April 22
at 3 p.m. at the Bergen Performing Arts
Center, located at 30 North Van Brunt
Street in Englewood.

"It is always special to perform in my
home state and to have my family and
friends here to cheer me on," said Mr.
Alongi.

This production has extra challenges
for Mr. Alongi, who is getting used to
going without sleep these days with the
recent arrival of twins.  "As I prepare
my debut as Calaf, I am learning and
rehearsing the role with newborn twins

-- Joni Rose and James Lucca -- just
born on March 9 at home. Perhaps the
most famous aria in the dramatic tenor's
repertoire is Calaf's signature aria
'Nessun Dorma', which means 'no sleep'
in Italian. That seems wildly appropri-
ate for me these days!" explained Mr.
Alongi.

His distinguished performing port-
folio includes six live televised per-
formances to his credit, including two
on the TODAY show. When he is not
performing, Mr. Alongi is a televi-
sion news producer with 18 Emmy
award nominations.

Tickets are on sale to see Turandot
at bergenPAC’s box office, located at
30 North Van Brunt Street, Englewood
or call (201) 227-1030.  They may
also be purchased online at
www.bergenpac.org.

Hand Quilters Featured at
Annual Harvest Quilt Show

BEAUTIFUL HANDIWORK...Peggy Foy of Scotch Plains displays her quilt
work in advance of the annual Harvest Quilters show planned for this weekend.

Jennings to Exhibit at
Kean University

UNION – Marianne Jennings of
Mountainside will be exhibiting a
collection of her hand-made jewelry
as part of the Master Seminar—The
Exhibition at Kean University at the
James Howe Gallery, Vaughn Eames
Building beginning Sunday, April 15
to  Wednesday, May 9. The opening
and an artists’ reception will be held
on Sunday, April 15 from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. with comments from the artist at
2 p.m.

The eclectic show of wearable metal
art entitled “Nature’s Poison” was in-
spired in part by Mrs. Jennings’ fasci-
nation with unsolved murders and
mysterious deaths combined with natu-
rally beautiful, but poisonous plants.

The artist’s use of tools of the trade
include saws, blades, wires and ham-
mers and has studied under the direc-
tion of Professor Jennifer Crupi at
Kean University since 2015.

Mrs. Jennings will receive her
Masters of Fine Arts diploma in May.
Visit her website
mariannejenningsstudio.com to see
more of her work.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Hand quilters,
Ellen Di Iorio and Peggy Foy have
been named featured quilters for the
Harvest Quilters of Central NJ’s 35th
annual quilt show on Saturday, April
14 at Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, Scotch Plains from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Ms. Di Iorio and Ms. Foy are unique
in the quilt world where modern ma-
chine quilting has taken the lead in
recent years.

An active 4-H youth club volunteer
leader, 4-H shooting sports instructor
and retired teacher, Ms. Di Iorio will
demonstrate the art of hand quilting
on a traditional hoop during the show.

“Hand quilting provides me the
opportunity to put away modern world
technology for a while, allowing my-
self to work quietly and serenely; to
think about the person for whom I’m
making the quilt,” said Ms. Di Iorio,
a 40-year resident of Westfield who
recently relocated to Maryland with
her husband of 44 years, Dominic.

A love of vintage fabric allows her
to “keep in touch with our textile
history, American history and the re-
sourceful people who were our origi-
nal recyclers,” said Ms. Di Iorio, a
Harvest Quilter since 1982.

Born in the Bronx and raised in
Emerson and Bogota, Ms. Di Iorio, a
Kean graduate, mother of two sons

and grandmother of two took her first
quilting class at Fabricland, North
Plainfield.

While Ms. Di Iorio will show works
in crib to king queen sized, Peggy
Foy will display her mastery of min-
iature quilting.

After seeing a cute, but expensive
doll quilt at an antique show, Ms. Foy
decided to make one herself.  That
was 10 years ago and about 50 minia-
ture quilts later, Ms. Foy machine
pieces and hand quilts the diminutive
beauties made from small pieces or
scraps of fabric, often with patterns
and colors popular during the Civil
War era.

“They make me smile,” said Ms.
Foy, a retired registered nurse who
has had her research published on
antique jewelry, silver and NJ tex-
tiles. A self-taught quilter and mother
of three, Ms. Foy enjoys making quilts
that are “as small as possible without
losing the design or pattern.”

“Quilting is a wonderful hobby. It
is challenging, fun and an overall
happy experience. It offers a stimu-
lating opportunity to learn new and
different techniques. One could never
be bored working with color and fab-
ric,” said Ms. Foy, who has been a
member of Harvest Quilter for eight
years.

Born and raised in Rahway, Ms.
Foy graduated from Presbyterian
Hospital School of Nursing and re-
sides these past 40 years in Scotch
Plains with husband, John.

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
is located at 1961 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains. Admission is $7 for
adults and $3 for children under 12.

Newark Choruses,
Crescent Choral Soc.
To Perform Saturday
PLAINFIELD – Crescent Concerts

presents the Crescent Choral Society
performing Durufle’s Requiem and
Faure’s “Cantique de Jean Racine” on
Saturday, April 14 at 4 p.m. in the
historic Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church. Joining the Choral Society for
this concert of French music are the
Newark Arts High School Advanced
Chorus (the nation’s first public high
school for the Arts) and the Newark
Boys’ Chorus Touring Choir.

“What a joy it is for us to perform a
major masterwork such as Durufle’s
Requiem alongside young artists!” com-
ments Artistic Director Deborah
Simpkin King.

Tickets may be purchased at the door
on the day of performance. General
Admission is $20, seniors are $15 and
students are $5.

 Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church is located at Watchung Av-
enue and East Seventh Street in
Plainfield.  Ample free secure park-
ing is available for the concert.
For more information, call (908)
756-2468, visi t
CrescentConcerts.org.

WHS Scholarship Winner to
Perform at Glee Club Conc.
MAPLEWOOD – Every spring

since 1971, the Maplewood Glee Club
awards a scholarship to a high school
senior intending to study music in
college and beyond. “This
year, the level of talent was
so phenomenal,” says club
scholarship chairman Steve
Adamczyk, “we handed out
two!”

The winners, Catherine
Moore, a jazz and classical
pianist from Westfield High
School, and Hunter Kovacs,
a musical theater tenor from
Maplewood’s Columbia
High School, will both be
featured in the Glee Club’s
annual spring concert on Sunday, April
29 at 4 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church,
767 Prospect Street in Maplewood.

The Maplewood Glee Club was
founded in 1946 and comprises sing-
ers from all over the area, including
Westfield, Summit, Chatham,

Livingston, the Oranges, and
Montclair.

The family-friendly concert titled
“It’s About Time” is a collection of

songs about, yes, time. Says
club member Ian Foster,
“Without giving it all away,
we have classic rock songs,
Broadway ballads, a tune
from a Hollywood block-
buster, a pop song recorded
at Abbey Road Studios, a
famous song from a beloved
country singer, and the Time
Warp.”

Columbia High School’s
honors choir, the Excelsior
Singers, will also perform,

as will audience favorites The Doo-
Wop Preservation Society. Tickets
are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors and
students, and kids under 10 are free.

For more information, visit
www.maplewoodgleeclub.com or the
Maplewood Glee Club Facebook page.

Catherine Moore

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 14, 2018
at 7:30 pm at the Township of Scotch
Plains Municipal Building located at 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
the Planning Board will hold a hearing on
the application of the undersigned. The
property in question is located at 2586 and
2590 Route 22, also known as Block 4703,
Lots 1 & 2 as shown on the Scotch Plains
Tax Map, owned by Lance Booth and
Betsy Booth.

The applicant requests Preliminary and
Final Site Plan Approval for renovation of
a one story building to be used for appli-
ance showroom space and appliance in-
ventory which is in violation of:

Subsection 23-3.11,d,3 of the Scotch
Plains Land Use Code. Variance re-
quested: Off Street Parking Requirements.
Permitted, one space per 200 square feet
of gross floor area; Proposed 6062 square
feet divided 200 square feet yields a re-
quirement of 30.31 parking spaces or
rounded down to 30 spaces; Proposed by
Plan 27 spaces.

Subsection 23-3.4A of Scotch Plains
Land Use Code, Schedule of Lot, Yard and
Building Regulations. Variance requested:
Column 7-Front Yard Set-Back; Required,
Fifty (50) Feet; Existing and Proposed by
Plan 35.06 Feet (Existing).

Subsection 23-3.4A of Scotch Plains
Land Use Code, Schedule of Lot, Yard and
Building Regulations. Variance requested:
Column 7A- Minimum Side Yard; Required
Twenty (20) Feet; Existing and Proposed
by Plan 4.93 Feet (Existing).

Subsection 23-3.4A of Scotch Plains
Land Use Code, Schedule of Lot, Yard and
Building Regulations. Variance requested:
Column 10-Rear Yard Set-Back; Required
Fifty (50) Feet; Existing and proposed by
Plan 1.95 Feet (Existing).

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspections during nor-
mal business hours (8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Monday through Friday) from the Secre-
tary of the Planning Board at the Land Use
Department of the Township of Scotch
Plains at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Scotch Plains
Planning Board.

Applicant:
2590 Rt. 22 LLC

140 Bryant Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $55.59

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on April 25, 2018
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 201 Marian Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 86 Lot
10, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by David & Natalie Duncan.

The applicant requests a kitchen re-
model and exension which is in violation
of:

Section 184-115 (E9) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Maximum Improvement Coverage; Per-
mitted: 35%; Present: 46.76%; Proposed:
47.94%.

Section 184-115 (E8) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Maximum Buliding Coverage; Permitted:
25%; Present: 29.12%; Proposed: 31.74%.

Section 184-115 (E4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front Yard Setback; Permitted: 30 feet;
Present: 28 feet; Proposed: 28 feet.

Section 184-115 (4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Side
Yard Setback; Permitted: 10 feet; Present:
4.6 feet; Proposed: 4 feet.

Section 184-134 (D1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Patio Rear Yard Setback: Permitted: 25
feet; Present: 25 feet; Proposed: 12.75
feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
David & Natalie Duncan

201 Marian Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $48.45

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of
April, 2018 the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Adjourned till April 18, 2018 - Ap-
plication # PBA-17-00013: Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, Applicant is seeking minor site
plan approval to remove existing pneu-
matic tube system within one lane of drive-
thru and replace with new ATM machine.
Also requesting to remove and replace
existing concrete island in drive-thru area
on Block 187 Lot 17 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 107
Miln Street in the D-B Zone.

2. Adjourned till April 18, 2018 – Ap-
plication # PBA-17-00012: SCODEE
Properties, LLC, Applicant is seeking site
plan approval for a subdivision of a single
lot into two fully conforming lots with no
variances and no design waivers on Block
198 Lot 1 as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 112 Park Drive, in
the R-1 Zone.

3. Application #PBA-18-00003:
Granted approval to Birchwood Develop-
ers Associates LLC, Applicant, for prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval for a
proposed multi-family residential redevel-
opment with no variances and one design
waiver on Block 292, Lot 2, & Block 291,
Lot 15.01, as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 215 & 235
Birchwood Avenue, in the IMR Zone.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $35.19
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-09

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUB-
LIC WORKS OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY.

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council
adopted Ordinance 16-17 on November
15, 2016 setting salaries for employees in
the Department of Public Works; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council de-
sire to amend certain salaries as follows:

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey:

SECTION 1. No Change
SECTION 2. No Change
SECTION 3. No Change
SECTION 4. No Change
SECTION 5. No Change
SECTION 7. The foreman shall receive

additional salary of $5.00 per hour.
SECTION 8. Salaries and wages shall

be bi-weekly and shall be retroactive and/
or take effect as of January 1st of the year
designated.

SECTION 9. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are re-
pealed.

SECTION 10. The within ordinance shall
take effect after final passage and publica-
tion in accordance with law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 18-09, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 10th DAY OF APRIL 2018, and that
Ordinance No. 18-09, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 24th DAY OF APRIL
2018, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting of the
Township of Scotch Plains held on April 5,
2018, the Board memorialized the follow-
ing Resolution:

Evangelos & Amanda Tsimis, 1072
High View Court, Block 8503, Lot 1, were
approved to install a 6 foot fence along the
front area of the aforementioned property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 4/12/18, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-07

CALENDAR YEAR 2018
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-07, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 4/12/18, The Leader Fee: $17.34

Probitas Verus Honos

National Poetry Month
Poetry Reading Planned

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
celebrate National Poetry Month at a
free poetry reading on Tuesday, April
17 at 8 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center
on Watson Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. (for GPS use 75 North
Martine Avenue). The featured poets
will be Renee Ashley and Kevin
Pilkington.

Renee Ashley is the author of five
poetry collections, two chapbooks and
a novel. Her work has been honored
with a Brittingham Prize in Poetry, a
Pushcart Prize, and fellowships from
the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts and the National Endowment for
the Arts. Renee’s poetry has been pub-
lished in noted literary journals, in-
cluding American Voice, Poetry,
Harvard Review, and The Literary
Review. She teaches in the Master of
Fine Arts program at Fairleigh
Dickinson University, has been on the
faculty of Murphy Writing Seminars,
and has served as assistant poetry co-
ordinator for the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation. An excerpt from her poem,
“First Book of the Moon,” is part of a
permanent exhibit in New York City’s
Pennsylvania Station.

Kevin Pilkington is on the writing
faculty at Sarah Lawrence College. He
is the author of nine collections of
poetry and has appeared in many an-
thologies and magazines, including
Birthday Poems: A Celebration, Con-
temporary Poetry of New England,
North American Review, Iowa Review,
Ploughshares, Yankee, Hayden’s
Ferry, Columbia, and Boston Review.
Kevin has taught and lectured at nu-

merous colleges and universities, in-
cluding The New School, MIT,
Manhattanville College, University of
Michigan, Susquehanna University,
and Georgia Tech. His debut novel,
Summer Shares, was published in
2012. His collection, Where You Want
to Be: New and Selected Poems, was a
2017 Independent Publisher Book
Award winner.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently in its 20th year at the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was once
a 19th century carriage house, hence
the name of the series. The April 17
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic will follow the featured
performances, so individuals are in-
vited to read one poem of their choice.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and to
see the 2018 Poetry Series calendar,
visit http://carriagehousepoetryseries.
blogspot.com/.
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4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial with a FR and Den. LR has a fireplace and
HWF, 2nd floor Laundry, walk-up attic and basement.

Sales Associate
of the Month

3 Bedroom 2 Bath Cape. EIK, LR with fireplace, FR in finished basement,
Deck in large fenced-in yard.

3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial on a Quiet Tree Lined Street, located a few blocks
from Downtown Shopping, Restaurants, NYC Transportation and Schools.

Combine, luxury, comfort + elegance in this 5 BR, 5.1 Bth home. Open flr plan, tray
ceilings, 32ft Great Rm w/18ft ceiling, gourmet kit, 3 fireplaces, 3 car gar, fin bsmt.

Tara Floyd
DeMizio
Top Lister
for March

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Cape. Updated kit w/new granite counters, SS appl. and
breakfast bar.  Additional interior improvements and amenities.

COLONIAL
FANWOOD $530,000

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $539,000

CUSTOM CAPE
WESTFIELD $599,000

CUSTOM COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $1,795,000

CUSTOM CAPE COD
SCOTCH PLAINS $439,999

Nancy Kronheimer Michele Belier

Alan RubinFrances “Fran” BradleySteve Ohm Kerry McDevitt Andrew Weissman

Michelle Pierce, Nicole Dossin to
Chair 2018 Tour of Notable Homes
 WESTFIELD – The Friends of

New Jersey Festival Orchestra, the
auxiliary and fundraising arm of the
orchestra, has announced the selec-
tion of Westfield residents Michelle
Pierce and Nicole Dossin as co-chairs
of the 34th annual Tour of Notable
Homes to be held on Saturday, May
12 from 10 a.m. to 3pm.

“The tour is a much-anticipated
local tradition when owners of some
of the area's finest homes generously
throw open their doors to the public,”
according to Ms. Pierce.  “There is a
wide diversity of outstanding archi-
tecture and stylish décor in our com-
munity which must be seen to be fully
appreciated.”

2018 Home Tour co-chair Ms.
Pierce is a life-long resident of
Westfield. She began her career at
Hoffmann-LaRoche/Genentech in
1996 as a sales representative, win-
ning multiple awards along the years
and continues working for them to-
day in oncology.

Ms. Pierce , who has  two chil-
dren, is a frequent volunteer at
Washington Elementary School, a
board member and director of player
development for the Girls Softball
League of Westfield, a member of
the College Woman's Club of
Westfield and the Presbyterian
Church of Westfield.

A resident of Westfield since 1996,
Ms. Dossin has been in the pharma-
ceutical industry for over 25 years.
Having spent most of her career at
Merck, she is now head of strategy
and execution for early clinical de-
velopment and experimental sciences
at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Ms. Dossin lives with her husband
and two boys and enjoys running,
reading, modern art, and interior de-
sign.

“We are thrilled that Ms. Pierce
and Ms. Dossin have agreed to chair
this important event,” remarked
Friends’ President Kim
Schoenknecht. “They both possess
the outstanding vision, organizational
skills and local knowledge to ensure
the success of this year’s exciting
tour.”

Ms. Dossin enthusiastically notes
that this year’s tour, taking place on
Mother’s Day weekend, will hold
“something for everyone.”  The resi-
dences will feature musical interludes,
the always-popular basket raffle, door
prizes, refreshments, artwork and lo-
cal vendor tastings.

“The Home Tour is a key element
of the funding mix that’s necessary to
operate the orchestra,” according to
David Wroe, music director of the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra.  “The
‘Friends’ have been true to their name
in this respect since the group’s very
inception.  Supplemental fundraising
is critical because only about a third
of our revenue comes from the sale of
tickets. Income from the Home Tour
will also support our critical educa-
tional outreach and music therapy
programs.”

Ms. Pierce points out that the

Westfield is one of only a few smaller
communities nationwide that serves
as the home of a professional sym-
phony orchestra.  She observes,
“NJFO is truly a treasure that places
a ‘Carnegie Hall’ quality orchestra
right on our doorsteps. My children
particularly love the holiday con-
cert, and look forward to it every
year!"

Tickets for the 2018 Tour of No-
table Homes are $40 in advance ($45
on May12, day of tour) and are avail-
able on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
will also available at Baron’s Drugs
and Town Book Store in Westfield
and Christoffers Flowers and Gifts in
Mountainside.

For more information go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or visit
the Friends of NJ Festival Orchestra
on Facebook.

ORCHESTRA FRIENDS...Michelle Pierce, left, and Nicole Dossin will chair the 2018 Tour of Notable Homes to be presented
by the Friends of New Jersey Festival Orchestra on Saturday, May 12 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Somerset Patriots To Host Rockin’
For Autism, Fanwood Comm. Day
FANWOOD – The Somerset Patri-

ots have teamed up with the Borough
of Fanwood and Rockin’ For Autism
to celebrate Fanwood Community
Day on Sunday, May 20 where the
Patriots will take on the Long Island
Ducks at TD Bank Park. The event is
designed to bring the local Fanwood
community together over a fun after-
noon of baseball, while raising aware-
ness and funds for Autism New Jer-
sey.

The ceremonial first pitches will be
thrown by Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Mallory Banks, a 16-year-
old Fanwood resident and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School sopho-
more, who, since 2011, has raised
more than $35,000 in honor of her
brother, Ethan, and others affected by
autism spectrum disorder. Miss
Banks, whose dedication created the
Rockin’ For Autism Music Festival,
has been an Autism Awareness Junior
Ambassador for the past seven years,
and consistently ranks among the top
young adults in New Jersey who raise
money for April’s Autism Awareness
Month.

“Fanwood is excited to be able to
support the Somerset Patriots and

we’re proud to partner with them and
Rockin’ For Autism to bring together
Fanwood’s deep love for baseball
and compassion for those affected
with autism spectrum disorders,” said
Mayor Mahr. “Thousands of people
attend the Rockin’ For Autism Music
Festival in Fanwood each year, and I
hope that they will join us again at TD
Bank Park for America’s favorite pas-
time and to support a great cause.”

“Rockin’ For Autism is incredibly
proud to partner with the Somerset
Patriots to raise awareness and funds
for autism awareness, and we look
forward to having its mascot, Sparky,
liven up the crowd at our music festi-
val on April 14,” said Jeff Banks, co-
chairman of Rockin’ For Autism.
“We’re equally proud to participate
in Fanwood Community Day activi-
ties with the Patriots, to say ‘thanks’
to Mayor Mahr and everyone else
from Fanwood and the surrounding
towns for their generosity and sup-
port.”

The game against the Long Island

Ducks kicks off at 1:05 p.m. Tickets
for the event are $11.50 and can be
purchased at (http://
www.somersetpatriots.com/tickets/
groupportal/) and entering Portal
Code: Fanwood. A portion of all ticket
sales will benefit Autism New Jersey,
the largest statewide network of par-
ents and professionals dedicated to
improving lives of individuals with
autism spectrum disorders.

Rockin’ For Autism is an annual
music festival dedicated to raising
awareness and funds for Autism New
Jersey, the largest statewide network
of parents and professionals dedi-
cated to improving lives of individu-
als with autism spectrum disorders.
This year’s event is planned for Sat-
urday, April 14 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
in Fanwood’s LaGrande Park, 200
LaGrande Avenue.

 For more information, or to do-
nate, volunteer, sponsor or exhibit at
the event, please contact
info@rockin4autism.org, visit
www.rockin4autism.org.

National Poetry Month to be
Celebrated in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to celebrate National Poetry
Month at a free poetry reading on
Tuesday, April 17 at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall. (for GPS
use 75 North Martine Avenue). The
featured poets will be Renee Ashley
and Kevin Pilkington.

Ms. Ashley is the author of five
poetry collections, two chapbooks
and a novel. Her work has been
honored with a Brittingham Prize in
Poetry, a Pushcart Prize, and fel-
lowships from the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. An
excerpt from her poem, “First Book
of the Moon,” is part of a permanent
exhibit in New York City’s Pennsyl-
vania Station.

Mr. Pilkington is on the writing
faculty at Sarah Lawrence College.
He is the author of nine collections
of poetry and has appeared in many
anthologies and magazines, includ-
ing Birthday Poems: A Celebra-
tion, Contemporary Poetry of New

England, North American Review,
Iowa Review, Ploughshares, Yan-
kee, Hayden’s Ferry, Columbia,
and Boston Review. Kevin has
taught and lectured at numerous
colleges and universities, includ-
ing The New School,  MIT,
Manhattanville College, University
of Michigan, Susquehanna Univer-
sity, and Georgia Tech. His debut
novel, Summer Shares, was pub-
lished in 2012.

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries is currently in its 20th year at
the Patricia Kuran Arts Center, an
historic Gothic Revival structure
that was once a 19th century car-
riage house, hence the name of the
series. The April 17 reading is free
and open to the public. An open mic
will follow the featured perfor-
mances, so individuals are invited
to read one poem of their choice.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions, information, and
to see the 2018 Poetry Series calen-
dar, visit  http://
c a r r i a g e h o u s e p o e t r y s e r i e s .
blogspot.com.



Quality - Integrity - Reliability

Serving Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood & Garwood
NJ Contractor License #13VH06813300

We specialize in:

Free Estimates & Fully Insured

Visit us online
www.InceLandscape.com

PO Box 2175 Westfield, NJ 07091

Complete Grounds Maintenance

Professional Landscape Design 

General Landscape Construction

Shrub & Tree Installation 

Sod & Seed Lawn Installation & Restoration

Drainage & Grading Solutions

Paver Stone Joint and Surface Restoration

Outdoor Entertainment  Areas, Patios, 

Walkways, Steps & Retaining Walls. 

LET US DESIGN, BUILD
& MAINTAIN BEAUTIFUL
SPACES FOR YOU TO ENJOY

or call : (908) 232-0249



1050 Springfield Ave., Mountainside, New Jersey 07092  |  ArborMountainside.com

Hear Our Voices

MemoryCare Plays are written and performed to help people living with dementia and their care partners 
tell their stories. The performance will capture the true essence of dementia and spur a rich discussion of 

how we can all work to reduce the stigma of individuals living with dementia. 
Presented by Keith Dougherty Productions.

Memor yCare Plays
SUNDAY, MAY 6 •  11 :00 AM

Shackamaxon Country  Club
100 Ti l l inghast  Run,  Scotch P la ins,  NJ 07076

Free and open to the public.
A complimentary brunch will be provided.

Please RSVP by May 3 by emailing
mariaowens@arborcompany.com

ABOUT THE SPONSOR: An inspiring lifestyle 
awaits, no matter your need. From senior and assisted 
living to memory care and our exclusive options for 
the earliest stages of dementia, Arbor Terrace will not 
disappoint. Call (908) 213-5043 to schedule a tour. 
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l'ennemi du journaliste

MURPHY SCORES ON CONNELLY’S ‘SQUEEZE’ BUNT; CR’S GRADEFFO, WF’S HILTZ PITCH GEMS

Cougars ‘Squeeze’ 1-0 Victory Over Blue Devils in 11 Innings
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perfection was needed and car-
ried out when Pat Connelly
heeded the call and laid down a
perfect squeeze bunt single as
Mike Murphy came flying home
with the winning run in the bot-
tom of the 11th inning to earn the
Cranford High School baseball
team a 1-0 victory over Westfield
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 5. Obviously the perfor-
mances of all four pitchers who
stepped on the mound were also
close to perfection.

That magic moment was set up
when Murphy, who also doubled
in the first inning, drilled a double
to leftfield off Blue Devil relief
pitcher Mike Carlone then alertly
dashed to third on Jamie Shriner’s
short grounder to third baseman
Matt Manning, who tossed to first
for the out.

“It was a fastball right down the
middle and I knew I just had to
get on base, get into scoring
position, get a win just one run
and I did it. I saw how in it
[grounder] was. I saw that the
third baseman didn’t even check

me so I just went on,” Murphy
explained.

Next with the pressure on,
Connelly managed to bunt the
ball where no one was able to
make a play as Murphy came
gliding home.

“I was expecting the signs for
the squeeze, so when you are
expecting it, it makes it a little
easier but I just try to get it
down. That’s what coach Mac
[Dennis McCaffery] says, just get
it down,” Connelly said.

“I knew he had to get it down.
Once I saw it come off the bat, I
knew I was going to be up stand-
ing,” Murphy described.

But Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster seemed to be aware of

squeeze attempt.
“I heard him say, ‘watch the

squeeze’. If you get it down, it is
almost impossible to defend. Yes
it was a tough pitch to get down
but I got the job done,” Connelly
said.

With 21 zeros posted on the
scoreboard before the only run
was scored, all four pitchers did
indeed perform well, especially
Cougar starting pitcher Gordon
Graceffo and Blue Devil starter
Cory Hiltz. In his eight innings on
the mound, Graceffo allowed
three hits and two walks — one
intentional — while striking out
seven batters. Hiltz tossed seven
innings, allowing two hits, two

walks and a hit batter, while
striking out nine batters. Cougar
Kevin Donovan, in his three in-
nings, yielded two hits and an
intentional walk, while fanning
four batters. Carlone relieved in
the eighth inning and allowed
three hits and a walk, while fan-
ning two batters.

“The pitchers pitched well. They
threw strikes. I don’t know how
many walks in the game, maybe
five which is amazing. I don’t
know how many hits they had,
how many hits we had. We had
opportunities. We had the right
people up. We just couldn’t get
the ball in play. They would throw
it to the plate and watched balls
in the middle of the strike zone,
which is not the way we play,”
Coach Brewster said.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Probitas Verus Honos
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“Gordon was perfect. That is
the only way to really describe it.
He just went out there and he’s
the type of kid, who just keeps
going. He kept throwing strikes
and Donovan was the same thing.
He went out there and was lights
out,” Connelly expressed.

“Both pitchers were good on
both sides. I thought our pitch-
ing was a little bit better and we
had our best pitcher Gordon on
the mound,” Murphy added.

The Blue Devils’ first opportu-
nity came in the top of the first
inning when Matt McIntyre
yanked a leadoff single and even-
tually moved to third on a pair of
ground outs to second but
Graceffo fanned the next batter.
Designated hitter Jack Cifelli
tapped a leadoff single in the
third but Graceffo got the next
three batters out. The hardest
hit of the game came in the
fourth when Blue Devil Chris
Wagner scorched a low liner to

deep center for a double but he
too was left stranded.

The Blue Devils had another
opportunity in the sixth, McIntyre
drew a leadoff walk and moved
to second on Mike Knapp’s sacri-
fice bunt. A strikeout came next
then Wagner received an inten-
tional walk. Jake Vall-Llobera
stepped to the plate and took a
mighty swing but the ball dropped
just in front of the plate and
catcher Mike McGee grabbed it
and fired to first for the third out.
The Blue Devils tried to get some-
thing going in the 10th when
Andrew Caminiti plunked a one-
out single over first but a strikeout
and a groundout followed.

The final Westfield opportunity
came in the 11th. Knapp curled a
one-out single into shallow
leftfield just under the glove of a
sliding Deandre Fieldhouse. Jake
Lerie grounded to second for the
second out then Wagner received
his second intentional walk.

Donovan managed to baffle Vall-
Llobera with a call of strike three!

As to the intentional walks,
Coach Brewster commented,
“Then the next batter has got to
make the big hit. He’s the guy
who has been in a team situation
and he got up one time and
grounded out, he got up another
time and struck out. It’s a crazy
game of baseball.”

The Cougars also had opportu-
nities beginning with Murphy’s

double to right-center in the first
and walks to Connelly and Mike
Meola to load the bases with two
outs. The next batter grounded
out to second. An attempt to
manufacture a run in the third
was thwarted when Tyler
Szczech, who was hit-by-a-pitch,
moved to second on Murphy’s
sac bunt but was gunned down
heading to third by Hiltz.

Shriner tried to make things
happen in the sixth when he
chopped a two-out single into
right and stole second but the
next batter struck out as he was
attempting to steal third.

The game came very close to
ending in the Cougar ninth.
Murphy tapped a dribbler to third
that Manning just could not get a
grasp on. Shriner walked then
both runners advanced on a pitch
into the dirt [turf]. Another diffi-
cult pitch eluded Vall-Llobera,
the catcher, but he recovered
the ball and threw to Carlone in

time to nail Murphy for the third
out.

“I have seen Cranford play so
many times and they are very
well schooled on the short passed
ball. They scored runs where it
cost us a county game a few
years ago. This time we were
able to make the play because
we got a good movement by the
catcher and the pitcher, instead
of what a lot of pitchers do is wait
and look to see if the guy breaks,
Michael did a good job,” Coach
Brewster said.

Before the exciting finale of the
11th inning, the Cougars threat-
ened again with two outs in the
10th with singles from McGee
and Fieldhouse but the next bat-
ter grounded out to second.
Westfield 000 000 000 00 0
Cranford 000 000 000 01 1
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Cranford Cougars ‘Squeeze’ 1-0 Victory Over Westfield Blue Devils in 11 Innings
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Westfield Blue Devils Plate Four in Fourth; Top Lady Cougars in Softball, 4-1
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SPF Raiders Hold Off Cranford Cougars, 9-7, for ‘Cole’s Cup’ in Boys Lacrosse
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Westfield Blue Devils’ Guns Awaken; Stop Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 12-6
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Birchwood
deal between the township and
developer Birchwood Develop-
ers Urban Renewal Associates
LLC (BDA) is gaining ground af-
ter the planning board unani-
mously approved BDA’s site plan
application for 215-235
Birchwood Avenue at just past
midnight Thursday. At the be-
hest of Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr., the planning board decided
to continue testimony past its
cutoff time in order to complete
the testimonies of the applicant’s
experts, who included traffic, en-
gineering, architect and land-
scape architect experts.

The property, to be entitled
Birchwood at Cranford, is to house
225 apartments, with 34 of them
deemed affordable. This 34 rep-
resents 15 percent, a minimum
percentage municipalities re-
quest when a developer is look-
ing to build a multi-unit housing
complex. There will be 24 two-
bedroom, seven three-bedroom
and three one-bedroom afford-
able units, and 125 two-bed-
room, 51 one-bedroom and 15
one-bedroom with a den, mar-
ket-rate units.

The township, in a judgment
after losing a builder’s remedy
lawsuit with a previous devel-
oper of the site, is to fulfill an
affordable-housing obligation by
the end of the year. Plus, the
township has other prior obliga-
tions to fulfill, and a third-round
it has yet to settle. The reduced
number of affordable-housing
units at the Birchwood property
leaves the township deficient thus
far in fulfilling its obligation.

“The township is closer to clos-
ing out the Birchwood phase of
our affordable-housing obliga-
tion. We are in contact with the

special master to our plans for
fulfilling our obligations. We are
evaluating the impact of the re-
cent case out of Mercer County
on our current obligation,” Mayor
Hannen told The Westfield
Leader. Princeton and West
Windsor last month were ordered
by a Mercer County judge to
provide 753 and 1,500 afford-
able-housing units, respectively.

The apartments will be housed
amongst three buildings, each
four stories in height, containing
an enclosed garage on the ground
level and three floors of apart-
ments above. Parking also will
be provided in a t-shaped drive-
way and along a roadway next to
a grassy area for residents to use
as outdoor space. Total parking

Garwood Eyes Pursuit Of
Pact With Roselle Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo and the borough coun-
cil on Tuesday night decided to
pursue a conversation with
Roselle Park on a Department of
Public Works (DPW) shared-ser-
vice agreement. The discussion
will take place before the next
council meeting later this month.

Mayor Lombardo commissioned
Streets and Roads Sub-Commit-
tee Chairwoman and Council
President Jennifer Blumenstock,
Councilman Joseph Sarno and
Finance Committee Chairwoman
and Councilwoman Sara Todisco
to meet with Roselle Park offi-
cials.

Although he is open to hearing
about other possible shared-ser-
vice opportunities, Mayor
Lombardo said he will continue
on path assuming the shared-
services agreement will be final-
ized with Fanwood.

“We both agree in principle that
we should move forward for an-
other three years. We both would
like our council committees to
enhance the shared-service
agreement by adding street
sweeping,” said Mayor Lombardo,
discussing his recent meeting
with Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

Mayor Lombardo said he be-
lieves Roselle Park is “fishing” to
see what type of shared-service
agreement the borough has with
Fanwood. Mayor Lombardo said
he wanted the Garwood council
to note that Roselle Park cur-
rently does not have a DPW su-
perintendent.

Councilman Richard
McCormack said he was elected
to represent the residents, sug-
gesting he favors pursuing all
options on the residents’ behalf.

Ms. Blumenstock said the pro-
cess to finalize a negotiation could

take six months. She said she
was hesitant towards pursuing a
Roselle Park shared-service
agreement because Roselle Park
does not have a current DPW
superintendent.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
he would not be opposed to con-
sidering an alternative shared-
service agreement, but it does
convey a “sense we are unhappy”
(with the existing Fanwood agree-
ment).

Ms. Blumenstock said other
variables must be considered.
“Let’s say the price is better,”
she said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the qual-
ity in service or other factors
fostering a beneficial relation-
ship may or may not exist. She
said she wanted council mem-
bers to realize there is an “un-
known” when working with a new
municipality.

Mr. McCormack said Fanwood
should not be offended that the
borough is entertaining other
shared-service agreements, as
the agreements could be revis-
ited every three to four years
just like elected officials can be
reelected.

Mayor Lombardo said the Fan-
wood superintendent had previ-
ously worked with Garwood so
the relationship had already ex-
isted for three years before the
shared-service relationship be-
tween the two towns had begun.

Ms. Todisco said the Fanwood
shared-service agreement has
saved the borough $200,000 over
the last three years.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
said having a superintendent with
a “fully-vested interest” in both
towns could help Garwood. Mr.
Mathieu said Garwood and
Roselle Park should select a
shared superintendent together.

Mr. Mathieu said his opinion

will accommodate 436 vehicles,
with 317 spaces located under-
neath each building, and the re-
mainder placed throughout the
site.

The township committee was
expected to vote on a Payment in
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) proposal
to be submitted by BDA as early
as Tuesday, April 10, Mayor
Hannen told The Leader. Once
approved, BDA is expected to
sign the contractual agreement
to purchase the property from
the township, Tony DiGiovanni,
a developer for BDA, told The
Leader.

BDA has an urban renewal sta-
tus which qualifies the developer
to propose a long-term tax abate-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DISCUSSING POST OFFICE PLAZA...Cranford Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) Director Gabe Bailer, standing left, DMC Chairman
Anthony Durante, standing right, asks township committee Monday to give the
approval to use donations for Post Office Plaza to redesign the plaza to make it
more conducive to events. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Township Planning Board
Passes Birchwood Developers Site Plan
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was that the current Garwood
DPW superintendent was more
loyal to Fanwood, as his “pension
and benefits” were associated
with Fanwood, not Garwood.

In other business, the fire de-
partment budget decreased
roughly $10,000 compared to
last year’s budget, when $77,000
was budgeted, stated Mr.
McCormack.

Ms. Todisco said the fire
department’s budget had not de-
creased from last year, but in-
stead remained flat or just as
funded as it had been in the prior
budget year.

Volunteer firefighter Louis
Petruzzelli said $10,000 is needed
to purchase four uniforms, or
“turnout gear,” used to breach
an active fire.

“When looking at the past few
years (fire budgets), their bud-
get was not spent and around
$10,000 or more went unspent,”
Ms. Todisco said.

Resident Kimberly Salmon
pledged full support to the
borough’s volunteer fire squad.
Ms. Salmon said she noticed
firefighters putting their lives on
the line to save residents’ pets
from a fire that “burned a house
to the ground.”

“The finance committee was
unanimous in deciding to keep it
flat because of how much went
unspent in prior years,” Ms.
Todisco responded.

Mr. McCormack raised concerns
with DPW workers utilizing their
time to assist early stage
Hartman Park construction. Mr.
McCormack said Mr. Lazarow
never made the fact clear to
other council members and asked
if the process would cost the
borough extra money.

Mr. Lazarow said he reported
on the DPW assisting in the
Hartman Park revitalization at
prior meetings.

Ms. Blumenstock said the pro-
cess would not require overtime

pay with the DPW workers plan-
ning their schedules months in
advance.

In other business, Mayor
Lombardo honored John R.
Ropelski, Jr., granting him the
Mayor’s Appreciation Award. Mr.
Ropelski was recognized as an
“Outstanding Pastry Chef/Baker”
by the Garden State Culinary
Arts Awards.

“Jon uses his exceptional craft
at &Grain of Garwood on North
Avenue, where fresh breads are
made daily from essential ingre-
dients with the personal atten-
tion given to each loaf,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

Mr. Ropelski said his goal is to
“put Garwood on the map” by
having people travel from all over
for his food. A gala awards cer-
emony and reception will be held
on Sunday, April 29, from 5:30
to 9 p.m., at BellWorks in
Holmdel.

ment, which typically is about 30
to 35 years.

Should BDA’s PILOT agreement
pass the committee, BDA hopes
to begin construction in Septem-
ber 2018, and completion could
take about 18 months, Mr.
DiGiovanni told The Leader.

The project does not call for the
addition of a traffic signal at any
intersection with Birchwood Av-
enue. BDA’s traffic expert, Eliza-
beth Dolan, said the car counts
that she took at peak traffic times
were too low to trigger the need
for a traffic signal, a conclusion
that planning board member
Bobbi Anderson agreed with.
However, Ms. Anderson said the
traffic expert was remiss in not
studying traffic on Bloomingdale
Avenue where vehicles commute
on their way to the Garden State
Parkway. The Cranford Police De-
partment recommended a traffic
study be conducted at the inter-

section of Birchwood Avenue and
Bloomingdale Avenue.

Resident Rita LaBrutto said the
traffic study is “lacking” and sug-
gested the township hire its own
traffic expert.

Township Engineer Bill Maisol
said a turning lane should be
considered.

The applicant had agreed to
plant Green Giant arborvitaes,
six feet high, on the property line
where residents of the bordering
Wadsworth Terrace live. The spe-
cies is to grow to a height of
about 30 feet at maturity, land-
scape architect Christopher
Karach said.

Resident Ryan LoForte asked,
“Other areas in Cranford — we
required larger trees like 18 to
20 feet; why not here?”

Mr. LoForte also asked to have
the developer be responsible for
maintaining the arborvitaes for
at least five years instead of two

years as proposed in the rede-
velopment agreement. BDA con-
ceded to the five-year mainte-
nance agreement.

Mr. Karach said the developer
also is agreeing to plant 277
trees on site, which is 66 less
than recommended by the
township’s environmental com-
mission.

The wetlands on the southwest
portion of the property remains
untouched, said Michael Dipple,
the applicant’s engineer.

The buildings in the flood plain
will be “at least three feet above
that potential flood hazard area,”
Mr. Dipple said, noting it is above
three to four feet of the flooding
that occurred in the area during
Hurricane Irene in 2011.

Additional flood-water storage
adjacent to the stream, down-
stream, also is part of the plan,
Mr. Dipple said.

Sidewalks are proposed for the
whole length of Birchwood Av-
enue, Mr. Dipple said. Birchwood
Avenue also is to be elevated up
to one foot.

The board granted a variance
for the signage, which is planned
to sit six feet high off the ground,
where four feet is the maximum
height allowed in the zoning law,
and a design waiver for siding.

The sanitary sewer system will
remain as is, after Mr. Dipple
testified that his study of the
system showed no capacity is-
sues. Ms. LaBrutto said there
was a portion of the pipe that
needed a lining due to poor con-
ditions of the pipe, per the town-
ship engineer’s report provided
during a court hearing with the
previous developer in their
builder’s remedy lawsuit. Mr.
Dipple said he did not study the
condition of the pipe.

Kristen Russell of Maser Con-
sulting, serving as planner to this
board, said the site plan applica-
tion “satisfies all goals and objec-
tives in the redevelopment plan.”

Garwood Eyes Pursuit of Pact

Cranford Capital Budget to Be $3.8 Million,
Birchwood Development PILOT Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee discussed introduc-
ing a capital budget of $3.8 mil-
lion, down from $3.98 million
last year, at its Monday work-
shop meeting.

“I would prefer to see it lower
than that,” Commissioner Patrick
Giblin said.

The capital budget includes
about $600,000 for a fire truck,
an expenditure about which Mr.
Giblin and Deputy Mayor Ann
Dooley both had reservations.
The budget also is to earmark
close to a million dollars for an
expansion to the children’s li-
brary. The library is to apply for
state grant money to help cover

the costs for the capital project.
The committee also discussed

bond refinancing. Under the pay-
ment schedule, Chief Financial
Officer Lavona Paterson said in
2018, $318,000 would be due,
and in 2037, $456,000.

“It is still troubling that the
payments towards the end of
this go up,” Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said.

“The interest rates are going
down so it offsets...not com-
pletely,” Ms. Paterson said. She
said the refinance would save
$20,000 per year.

“We borrowed 18 million for
Birchwood...I don’t know what
you are concerned about...this is
a natural part of the debt pay-
ment,” Commissioner Giblin said.

Mayor Hannen also noted that
the Cranford Crossings debt for
the garage operations is close to
half a million dollars. “We are
looking at a $154,000 per year
deficit in the parking garage op-
eration right now and that is
before our rates go up.”

The Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) requested to
the township committee that the
donated funds dedicated to the
Post Office Plaza should be used
to have a design plan for
reconfiguring the area to make it
more conducive to public events.
Last year, the township commit-
tee was not in favor of spending
the money, DMC Chairman An-
thony Durante said, and he said

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Planning Bd Passes Birchwood Site Plan
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he would like to have the design
firms who submitted the request
for proposals come back with a
cost for design only and not con-
struction management fees.

The municipal building is to have
new summer hours after the com-
mittee voted 4 to 1, with Mayor
Hannen opposing, to offer non-
uniformed municipal employees
reduced hours between July 4
and Labor Day. The hours were
not fully disclosed at the meet-
ing, but the commissioners dis-
cussed having the municipal
building close at 1 p.m. on Fri-
days in the summer.

The township committee is to
vote on a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) agreement with
the redeveloper of 215-235
Birchwood Avenue. In public com-
ment, resident Rita LaBrutto re-
marked on the PILOT and the
recent planning board hearing of
the site plan application by
Birchwood Developers Urban Re-
newal Associates, LLC.

Ms. LaBrutto asked how much
the school district would get from
the PILOT, in which the township
is to receive 11 percent of rev-
enue in the first 15 years of the
30-year tax abatement should

the committee pass the agree-
ment.

“That has not been determined
yet...we are in the process of
discussing it. It is something on
our mind,” Mayor Hannen said.

Cranford schools could see an
additional expense of $210,000
based on her equations of an
additional 14 children, at a cost
of $15,000 per child to educate,
considering the seven, three-
bedroom units potentially each
have two children. The remain-
der of the total 225 units is a mix
of two-bedroom and one-bed-
room units.

In Ms. LaBrutto’s opinion, she
said the township would see a
net loss when considering the
costs to the school system, not a
net surplus as the township stated
in a memo. She also said the
township should budget funds to
conduct its own traffic study to
determine the need for a traffic
signal at roads intersecting with
Birchwood Avenue.

Cranford Passes Birchwood
Property Resolution

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – After much review
and discussion over a multitude of
meetings, the township commit-
tee adopted a resolution at Tues-
day evening’s public meeting that
will provide taxpayer relief through
the dedication of tax abatement
revenues to the Township of
Cranford public schools.

According to the resolution, on
December 9, 2011 the State Su-
perior Court, Union County, or-
dered the township to permit an
inclusionary 360-unit develop-
ment at 215-235 Birchwood Av-
enue. After this time, the town-
ship committee, drafting the reso-
lution, thought it a means to re-
duce the impact that the 200-to-
300 unit development would have
on Cranford’s taxpayers through
the large increase of population
consuming municipal services and
public school resources.

In early February of 2017 the

township acquired the property
and on April 26, 2017 designated
the property as a non-condemna-
tion area in need of re-develop-
ment, declaring the it the location
of a 225-unit inclusionary devel-
opment of the property. From this
the Birchwood Developers Urban
Renewal Associates, LLC (BDURA)
was formed for the purposes of
redeveloping the land pursuant to
the approved redevelopment plan.

According to the resolution,
BDURA will be working with the
Cranford public schools to develop
a “fair and equitable” formula to
allocate the Cranford Public Schools
a portion of Payments In Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) to “reduce the im-
pact that the project may have on
the taxpayers by distributing to
the Cranford Public Schools a por-
tion of the PILOT the township
shall receive pursuant to the pro-
posed tax exemption under the
Long Term Tax Exemption Law.”

In other business, a second and
final ordinance to refund monies
from a 2006 bond structure was
also passed.

According to Commissioner Mary
O’Connor, the ordinance is struc-
tured to save the township over
$500,000 in bond payments over
20 years.

It was announced that between
April 1 through April 21 a Dis-
tracted Driving Campaign would
be launched within the township
to further deter drivers in Cran-
ford to talking on the cell phone
and texting while driving.

In addition, a proclamation was
read in honor of the 106th birth-
day of Cranford resident Kurt
Steiner. All members of the town-
ship committee wished Mr. Steiner
a happy birthday.

The next Cranford Township
Committee meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 24, at 7:30
p.m. It will be held at the Cranford
Municipal Building at 8 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

Cranford Twp Capital Budget to Be $3.8 Million

Denise Cafiero Is Chosen
As Educator of the Year

GARWOOD – Denise Cafiero, a
fifth-grade and sixth-grade math
and science teacher, has been
chosen as Garwood’s Educator of
the Year. She will be honored at
the 14th annual Appreciation Din-
ner sponsored by the Education
Foundation of Garwood.

Ms. Cafiero, a Bayonne native,
holds a bachelor’s degree in biol-
ogy with a minor in chemistry
from the College of Saint Eliza-
beth. She became an educator
through the New Pathways to
Teaching program at Hudson
County Community College. She
taught in Bayonne for five years
and is completing her fifth year
in the Garwood School District.

Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., the
borough’s superintendent of
schools, described Ms. Cafiero as
an “energetic, dedicated and kind
teacher” who has been nomi-
nated for this award every year.

Ms. Cafiero has lived in Garwood
for six years, and her daughter,
Kaeley, is a sixth-grader at the
Lincoln School.

The Appreciation Dinner, at 6
p.m. on Thursday, April 26, at
the Westwood, 438 North Av-

enue, will include a “tricky tray”
auction offering a chance to win
tickets to join the studio audi-
ence at Live with Kelly and Ryan,
Good Morning America, The View
and The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert as well as gift certificates
from local businesses.

Dinner tickets cost $45 in ad-
vance and $50 at the door. They
are available at the Garwood
Public Library, 411 Third Avenue;
the Lincoln School, 400 Second
Avenue, or through the founda-
tion president, Sara Todisco
(saramtodisco@gmail.com or
(908) 377-7890). Tickets will
cover a buffet dinner, beer and
wine. Mixed drinks will be avail-
able at a cash bar.

About 100 people attended last
year’s dinner, which raised al-
most $4,000 for the foundation, a
nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)3 or-
ganization. It was founded in 2004
to work with the Garwood School
District “in pursuit of educational
excellence.” It provides scholar-
ships to graduating eighth-grade
and high school students and
grants to Garwood teachers in
support of enrichment projects.

Pool-Fitness Center Uses
Funds For Life Jackets

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pool
and Fitness Center has a new
inventory of life jackets that were
purchased as a result of a dona-
tion from the Kenilworth Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and
also as the recipient of the AOAP
(Association of Aquatic Profes-
sionals) life jacket grant pro-
gram. Previously, the Fitness
Center did not allow life jackets
in its pools, but as a result of the
grant and the donation, a new
life jacket policy will be rolled out
soon.

According to the Pool and Fit-
ness Center, the pool staff is very
passionate about promoting wa-
ter safety and prevention of
drowning through the center’s

swim lesson program, as well as
through enforcement of rules and
regulations. These life jackets
will allow for improved safety
during swim lessons, as well as
being available for use at both
summer pool locations, especially
during open swim time.

The Cranford Pool and Fitness
Center expressed appreciation
to the AOAP and the Kenilworth
VFW for their generosity and com-
mitment to providing knowledge
and resources to swimming fa-
cilities across the country. “We
are very fortunate and plan to
pay it forward with drowning-
prevention education through-
out our community,” said a state-
ment from the center.
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Centennial Village Group
Gears Up For Annual 5K

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will host its Eighth
Annual Velocity 5K race on Sun-
day, June 3. The chip-timed race
starts at 9 a.m. and provides a
flat tour of part of Cranford’s
south side, starting at Lincoln
School on Centennial Avenue in
Cranford, and looping through
Centennial Village and Mohawk
Park. All ages are invited to come
out for this family-friendly race
and enjoy the views of Centen-
nial Village. Strollers are allowed
and encouraged, as there will be
a prize for best decorated
Cranford spirited stroller.

The top three male and female
runners overall will receive a prize
and medals, and awards will be
given to the top three males and
females in the following age
groups: 14 and under; 15 to 19;
20 to 29; 30 to 39; 40 to 49; 50
to 59; 60 to 69, and 70 and older.
Runners will automatically be en-
tered in raffles for prizes from
local businesses. Post-race snacks
will be provided by A Toute Heure
restaurant, and Massages By
Carrin Fernandes will offer mas-
sages during the entire event.

Last year’s race saw more than
100 runners from Cranford and
surrounding towns. Participants
ranged from elementary-school
students, to parents with stroll-
ers, and senior citizens. Resi-
dents along the route came out
to support and cheer on the run-

ners. The Centennial Village
Group expects an even larger
turnout of runners and support-
ers for this year’s race.

To pre-register for the 5K, visit
racenj.com. Pre-registration is open
through Saturday, May 19. The
fees are $25 for adults and $15 for
youth age 18 and under (plus ser-
vice fee) and include a tech T-shirt.
Race-day registration also will be
available, starting at 8 a.m., and
costing $30 for adults and $20 for
children. Anyone with questions
regarding the race is invited to e-
mail cvgvelocity@gmail.com.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of Cranford volunteers
dedicated to the revitalization
and beautification of the Centen-
nial Avenue business district. In
addition to the Velocity 5K Race,
the group holds an annual
MusicFest to raise funds for its
continual efforts to improve the
community. For more informa-
tion about Centennial Village and
the group, visit facebook.com/
CentennialVillageGroup.

Photo courtesy of kal seth photography
AND THEY’RE OFF...Runners show their community spirit during the Centen-
nial Village Group’s 2017 Velocity 5K Race. This year’s race is scheduled for
Sunday, June 3, at 9 a.m., starting in front of Lincoln School on Centennial
Avenue in Cranford.

CRANFORD
Monday, April 2, Elijah Sealey,

20, of Newark was arrested and
charged with possession of under
50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia af-
ter police stopped a 2007 Dodge
at the intersection of Raritan Road
and Centennial Avenue for tinted
windows. Sealey was processed
and released pending a municipal
court appearance date. Addition-
ally, he was issued motor vehicle
summonses for possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle and tinted win-
dows.

Friday, April 6, Timothy Palmer,
25, of Carteret was arrested and
charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance,
possession of a hypodermic sy-
ringe and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police
stopped a 2016 Dodge on Jack-
son Drive near Moen Avenue for
a seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
arrested a passenger, Palmer,
for suspected crack cocaine and
a hypodermic syringe located
inside the vehicle. He was pro-

cessed and released pending a
state Superior Court appearance
date. Additionally, he was a is-
sued motor vehicle summons for
a seatbelt violation.

Saturday, April 7, Oleksandr
Vorobkalo, 29, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
after police stopped a 2011 Mazda
at the intersection of Walnut Av-
enue and Lexington Avenue for
careless driving. Vorobkalo was
processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult with a pending
municipal court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued sum-
monses for refusal to submit to
breath samples, careless driv-
ing, and an improper lane change.

Saturday, April 7, Michael
Cassidy, 19 of Cranford and Brian
Parada, 19, of Elizabeth were ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a CDS, possession of a
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia
after police stopped a 2010 Subaru
on North Avenue West near Or-
chard Street for careless driving.
Cassidy was also charged with
suspected THC edibles found in-

side the vehicle. They were both
processed and released pending
court appearance dates. Cassidy,
the driver, was also issued motor
vehicle summonses for posses-
sion of a CDS, improper passing,
and careless driving.

Saturday, April 7, Preston
Hammond, 47, of Roselle was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of a CDS and possession
of drug paraphernalia after po-
lice stopped a 1999 Ford at the
intersection of Myrtle Street and
Rod Smith Place for a brake
lamp out. Following an investi-
gation at the scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Hammond, for
suspected crack-cocaine found
inside the vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a Su-
perior Court appearance date.
He was processed and provided
with a Superior Court appear-
ance date. Additionally, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for suspended driver and pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor ve-
hicle. Further investigation re-
vealed Hammond had an active
arrest warrant out of Roselle.

Program Invites Art Lovers
To ‘Go, Van Gogh!’ May 2

CRANFORD — Area residents
are invited to get acquainted with
one of the world’s greatest art-
ists in “Go, Van Gogh!” on
Wednesday, May 2, beginning at
7 p.m. Hosted by art historian
Michael Norris, Ph.D., it will take
place at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center.

An incredibly prolific painter,
Vincent Van Gogh produced more
than 2,000 works of art in the
last decade of his life. In an hour-
long “Armchair Art Tour,” Mr.
Norris will explore some of these
works, particularly those held by
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Mr. Norris, a former museum
educator and New Jersey resi-
dent, worked at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and the Cloisters

Museum for 20 years. His Arm-
chair Art Tours focus on works
from area museums, as well as
local and world history. Mr. Norris
possesses a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Classics from the Univer-
sity of California at San Diego
and earned his Master of Arts
degree in Classics and Ph.D. in
Art History from the University of
California at Santa Barbara.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. Admission to the program
is free and all are welcome. For
information about other upcom-
ing programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Cranford Public
Library, go to cranfordlibrary.org
and click on Calendar or Upcom-
ing Events.

Reading is Good For You
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Garwood Independence And The
Best Decisions For Our Future

Garwood is at a tipping point.
At such a crucial time in this
town’s history, the citizens of
Garwood deserve the right to
choose the strongest leaders for
their community. For years, the
Union County Democratic Party
has used a closed-door commit-
tee process to determine who
should run for office in our town.
While this is an internal process,
democracy enables primaries for
a reason — so multiple people
can run for their party’s nomina-
tion to compete in the General
Election. After seven years on
the Council, a record of success,
and strong connections formed
with the residents, Sara Todisco
has decided to run in this June’s
Primary because she believes the
voters deserve a choice. We be-
lieve that Sara represents the
strong leadership that will lead
to a stronger Garwood. She brings
new ideas, boundless energy, and
the experience to get things done
to better our community. That’s
why we chose to run with her as
we seek your support in our en-
deavor to run for Council. We are
both proud and honored to be on
the “Democrats for Garwood”
ticket.

All three of us have chosen to
dedicate our lives to making a
difference and to benefit others.
Through law enforcement, teach-
ing, and legal advocacy, we have
made giving back our livelihoods.

We have applied ourselves to our
professions with passion, and
have striven to continue learning
along the way, with each of us
having pursued additional gradu-
ate education beyond our college
degrees. It is this dedication,
along with the ability to listen, to
think critically about the issues,
and to have rational team-ori-
ented discussions, that we will
bring to Garwood’s local govern-
ment.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that
have called out our team for go-
ing against their wishes. How-
ever, elections are about the
people’s wishes. We must make
sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to
make the best decisions for our
town’s future.

Garwood is at a pivotal mo-
ment. Garwood needs strong
leaders who will proactively over-
see redevelopment, establish
open communication with the
community, and ensure our town
remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the
team that is proactive, not reac-
tive. Garwood needs your sup-
port—please cast your vote for
the Todisco-Ince-Benoit team on
Tuesday, June 5 on column
“Democrats for Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Candidates for Garwood Council (D)

More Letters to the Editor
Why Dem Party Supports Lombardo

For Mayor, and Not Sara Todisco
This is not another letter ex-

plaining why the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party supports Charles
Lombardo for Mayor with
Jennyfer Guerrero and Vincent
Kearney for Council. It is a letter
explaining why the Chairman of
the Garwood Democratic Party
supports Charles Lombardo for
Mayor, and not Sara Todisco.

Last year when Sara Todisco
and Russ Graham ran their elec-
tion for Council it was not a uni-
fying force in the party. There
was disagreement about her run-
ning mate and campaign strat-
egy, but as she was the incum-
bent the party and Committee
respected her wishes. While there
were many new faces entering
the Democratic Club during this
time, they were not invited to
participate in many respects. A
campaign should be a uniting
force to drive the party forward
and provide opportunity for
newer members to learn the pro-
cess. Yet, for the most part this
did not happen as Sara only
worked with a small group of her
own people. Even so, as the Party
we all stood by Sara and sup-
ported her in her campaign. In
return, she barely eked out a
victory for herself in Garwood
while Russ ended up losing. Sup-
port for other Democrats up and
down the slate was tepid at best.
This is not a success story, as she
claims.

Union County Democrats (both
the county and many other local
parties), Mayor Lombardo, and
our own Garwood Democrats
have supported and defended
Sara on many occasions over the
seven years that she has been on
Council. We all provided support
and knowledge, opening doors
she would not normally have ac-

cess to as an individual starting
out. Politics is about knowledge
and connections. One can learn
the knowledge aspect over time,
but someone who wants to build
connections needs to show loy-
alty and respect to those that
participate in their successes by
giving them the room to grow
and make connections while
learning the ropes.

If I felt Sara was running for
something other than pure op-
portunism and self-interest, I
would have supported her for
Mayor during our Party’s screen-
ing process. However just being
told by her “people”, and her,
many times that ”it is her time to
run” and that “she has vision”
with no other reason given, with
no explanation of this “vision”,
doesn’t do it for me, as Commit-
tee Chairman, or for that matter
the majority of the Committee.
This is why the Committee ulti-
mately selected Charles
Lombardo to run for re-election.

After many discussions with
Sara, by myself and others on
the Committee, about her want-
ing to run for mayor before and
during the selection process, she
still organized a rival slate. These
actions end up not just taking on
the Incumbent Mayor, but taking
on the entire Party and every-
thing it has built and stands for
by forming her hand-picked slate.
This was done while she still was
an active participant in the Com-
mittee process to interview and
select candidates for Council,
even as she was organizing
people, to run against them with-
out following the selection pro-
cess she was aware of as an
active participant! As a result of
this secretive behavior many

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

people in the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party, who have helped
and supported Sara over the
years, feel betrayed and stabbed
in the back. Where is the loyalty
and respect for those who stood
by, trusted and defended her,
even as recently as the last elec-
tion?

As our Mayor, Charles
Lombardo has quietly worked for
Garwood for 24 years in total,
not continuous since 1986 as
claimed by Sara, returning to

public office after a seven-year
break to lead and serve Garwood
as Mayor at a pivotal time in our
community’s history. It is not
just what he does for our town,
which is quite often behind the
scenes, but what he adds to our
town with his extensive knowl-
edge and experience, built over
a lifetime of education and ser-
vice. Charles has built a team of
older and younger Democrats,
empowered them to do good to-
gether and to achieve tangible

things for our town, to have opin-
ions and minds of their own. As
Mayor, he provides our next gen-
eration of Democrats with lead-
ership by example while he sup-
ports their growth as individuals.
Just as he did for Sara Todisco.
He does not actively look for
people he can control or direct to
follow his will or remove them
from “his people” the moment
they express a difference of opin-
ion. Charles Lombardo puts
Garwood first, above all else, for
the benefit of all its residents,
not just a select few. We are
Garwood First, Democrats sec-
ond.

Hugh Sinclair
Chairman, Garwood Dem.Com.

Independence And The
Best Decisions For GW
Garwood is at a tipping point.

At such a crucial time in this
town’s history, the citizens of
Garwood deserve the right to
choose the strongest leaders for
their community. For years, the
Union County Democratic Party
has used a closed-door commit-
tee process to determine who
should run for office in our town.
While this is an internal process,
democracy enables primaries for
a reason — so multiple people
can run for their party’s nomina-
tion to compete in the General
Election. After seven years on
the Council, a record of success,
and strong connections formed
with the residents, Sara Todisco
has decided to run in this June’s
Primary because she believes
the voters deserve a choice. We
believe that Sara represents the
strong leadership that will lead
to a stronger Garwood. She
brings new ideas, boundless en-
ergy, and the experience to get
things done to better our com-
munity. That’s why we chose to
run with her as we seek your

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Democrats Split
On Their Primary Candidates

I want to set the record straight
on a less than forthright state-
ment in last week’s letter where
my friend, former Councilman and
sitting Planning Board member,
Bill Nierstedt, accused the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit team of keeping funds
from the 2017 council campaign.
Last year, many donations were
made to the “Elect Todisco and
Graham” campaign, not to the
Garwood Democratic Club. The
loan from the Democratic Club
was repaid in full. Then, Sara and
I, as the names in “Elect Todisco
and Graham,” both agreed any
funds above the loan amount
would go to the “Democrats for
Garwood” campaign. When I was
asked at the last Democratic Club
meeting to confirm my wishes
regarding the funds I did so ver-
bally for all to hear.

Mr. Nierstedt explained quite
well how the Garwood City Com-
mittee is formed and how it func-
tions. He explained how the com-
mittee is comprised of eight
elected officials to interview and
then approve a slate of candi-
dates for the positions of Mayor
and Council. Unfortunately, three
members of the Committee were
forced to recuse themselves
(Mayor Lombardo and his wife
Carol, as well as Councilwoman
Todisco) leaving only five to de-
cide the candidacies of those who
came before them. Four people
(less than a majority of the full
Committee) basically told Coun-
cilwoman Todisco that it wasn’t
her turn yet and that she would
have to wait almost five years to
give running for Mayor another
try. To me, folks, that is a shame.
But, as Mr. Neirstedt stated in his
letter, “Councilwoman Todisco is
free to run at any time for any
elective position that she desires.”

Last year, when I ran for Council
beside Councilwoman Todisco, I
witnessed first hand how well she
knows this town and its residents.
She never shied away from the
concerns that they expressed or

tried to blow her own horn regard-
ing the many contributions she
has made and continues to make
each and every day for our com-
munity. Sara (a lifelong resident of
Garwood) has served on the Coun-
cil with distinction for over seven
years. She also serves as presi-
dent of the Education Foundation
of Garwood, which supports our
students year round, and serves
as chairwoman of the Union County
Commission on the Status of
Women. Sara works tirelessly in
many capacities to represent all of
the residents of our town and for
this she receives no monetary re-
ward, no blue ribbons or trophies.
She simply wants to make our
town better and help usher in a
new age in the history of Garwood.

This concern about Sara run-
ning without approval by literally
less than a handful of Democratic
Committee members is troubling
to me. After all, primaries exist
for a reason in our democracy,
and shouldn’t we celebrate de-
mocracy? I am proud to see her
fighting for what she believes in
and having the determination,
supportive organization, and stra-
tegic plan to give Garwood Demo-
cratic voters a choice about who
they want to lead our town the
next four years. Garwood de-
serves a leader that is willing to
fight, willing to take on chal-
lenges, and willing to work hard.
I know Sara loves Garwood, has
worked tirelessly to benefit the
community, and has the energy
to tackle any issue that may arise.

That is why I, along with the
majority of Democratic Club
members, including Council Presi-
dent Jen Blumenstock and Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow, whole-
heartedly support the Todisco-
Ince-Benoit team.

Russ Graham
Garwood

Volunteers Are the Heart of Garwood
We are very excited to an-

nounce that the first-ever
Garwood Volunteer Rewards Card
program has been successfully
launched. All Garwood volun-
teers, from the Fire Department
to First Aid Squad to PTA and
many more, have received the
cards this month and cards are
valid through December 2019.
This card provides 10 percent off
goods and services at participat-
ing local businesses, with a couple
exceptions marked on the card.

This great program would not
have been possible without the
generosity and support of
Garwood businesses. We would
like to thank the following 12
businesses for taking part in this
initiative: Benvenuti Restaurant,
Cranford Plumbing, Crunch Fit-
ness, Daisy’s Taste of Cuba,
Dittrick’s Wines and Liquors, Dr.
Robert Wise, D.C., Karma Salon

Studio, Kessler’s Corner, Mobile
Concepts, Rudy’s Restaurant,
Sana Acupuncture, and The Sta-
tion Bar and Grill.

We’d also like to thank Ad-
vanced Printing for donating the
printing of the cards.

Volunteers are really the heart
of Garwood — the small town with
a big heart — and their hard work,
countless hours, and dedication
to making Garwood a great place
is much appreciated. Our local
business community is also deeply
valued for making our town vi-
brant. We feel showing our grati-
tude to our volunteers and en-
couraging shopping local are es-
sential to strengthening the bonds
within in our community.

Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Council President

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Call to Action By Congress for
Common Sense Gun Safety

I was so inspired to be a part of
the recent March for our Lives
organized by the students of
Westfield High School. I applaud
their efforts and congratulate them
on a job well done. The day was
filled with messages of hope and
a call to action.

We have had far too many mo-
ments of silence since Sandy Hook.
Our children and community de-
serve real action to stop the epi-
demic of gun violence in our coun-
try. We’re not alone and we’re not
helpless. There are many seem-
ingly simple, yet powerful things
we can do today.

More and more of our neighbors
are uniting to bring the change we
need. The phones in Congress are
ringing off the hook with calls for
commonsense gun reform, peace-
ful rallies are growing in numbers
in cities across the country, and
families and friends are gathering
together in their own living rooms
to talk about bringing violence
prevention programs to their

schools. The movement is grow-
ing and we must keep growing it.

There is reason to have hope
that we can prevent gun violence
before it happens through sen-
sible gun safety laws and pro-
grams in our schools and commu-
nities that help us identify the
signs and signals before a shoot-
ing happens and intervene.

To keep this hope alive and bring
the change we need, I am asking
everyone to take two simple ac-
tions today. First, call Congress-
man Leonard Lance today and ask
that he support gun violence pre-
vention legislation to keep guns
out of dangerous hands. Secondly,
Make the Promise at
www.sandyhookpromise.org and
help bring Sandy Hook Promise’s
no-cost, violence prevention pro-
grams to our schools and commu-
nity. Together we can make the
changes needed and supported
by the majority.

Adele Lewis
Garwood

support in our endeavor to run
for Council. We are both proud
and honored to be on the “Demo-
crats for Garwood” ticket.

All three of us have chosen to
dedicate our lives to making a
difference and to benefit oth-
ers. Through law enforcement,
teaching, and legal advocacy,
we have made giving back our
livelihoods. We have applied
ourselves to our professions
with passion, and have striven
to continue learning along the
way, with each of us having
pursued additional graduate
education beyond our college
degrees. It is this dedication,
along with the ability to listen,
to think critically about the is-
sues, and to have rational team-
oriented discussions, that we
will bring to Garwood’s local
government.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that
have called out our team for
going against their wishes. How-
ever, elections are about the
people’s wishes. We must make
sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to
make the best decisions for our
town’s future.

Garwood is at a pivotal mo-
ment. Garwood needs strong
leaders who will proactively over-
see redevelopment, establish
open communication with the
community, and ensure our town
remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the
team that is proactive, not re-
active. Garwood needs your
support—please cast your vote
for the Todisco-Ince-Benoit
team on Tuesday, June 5 on
column “Democrats for
Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Candidates for Garwood Council (D)
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I Applaud Todisco’s And Her Slate’s
Independence to Challenge Machine
In Bill Nierstedt’s letter to the

editor in your April 5 edition, he
lashes out at Garwood Council-
woman Sara Todisco’s June Demo-
crat Primary challenge with her
mayoral bid and council slate. He
notes correctly, they are Demo-
crats but they are not approved
by the Garwood Democrat Com-
mittee. He also notes there are
two Democrat factions that have
formed.

I call myself a “politifile,” and if
you have read my many letters or
read my TREE blog, I observe and
chronicle the drama of politics on
the local and county level. Mr.
Nierstedt’s essence is that
Garwood’s county backed Demo-
crat machine is lashing out at one
of their people for straying from
the herd. I applaud Ms. Todisco’s
and her slate’s independence to
challenge the candidates that the
machine has put forward. As Ms.
Todisco has recently pointed out,

she feels her fate shouldn’t be
controlled by just a faction of
political insiders in an eight-mem-
ber committee but noted to let the
Democrat voters decide in the
primary. She also notes she has
the backing of the two sitting
Democrat council people and the
majority of the 30-member
Garwood Democrat Club.

I have known Councilwoman
Todisco over her three terms on
council. I also know her through
the Historical Committee of which
she has been the council liaison
for the last three years. I do not
speak for her directly, but in dis-
cussions I understand why she is
challenging. There is too much
influence of the county Democrat
political machine coming back into
Garwood. We hire professionals
that are connected with the county
machine by their political dona-
tions and by their contracts they
have with the county. The county
Democrat machine could influ-
ence these professionals by their
contracts.

We also note that two of Mr.
Nierstedt’s Democrat candidates
are employed by the county and
the county machine could unduly
influence them through their
county employment. Ms. Todisco’s
slate has no connection to the
county. The latest egregious move
by the county political machine
was the installation of the new
Union County manager without
the proper interview process ac-
cording to county statute. The
statutes also note the county man-
ger must live inside the county,
which he doesn’t. This new county
manager leapfrogged over a com-
petent female deputy county man-
ager who meets the criteria of a
county manager. It is these type
county political machine acts that
our attentive Garwood residents
recognize, and since 2003 have

Cranford Library to Present
Additional Youth Activities
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, has announced
the dates for additional spring
programs for children and their
parents or caregivers.

Children in grades 1 to 3 are
invited to visit the library on
Tuesday, April 24, at 7 p.m., to
learn the basics of coding during
iDiscover Coding. Classes ac-
quaint children with a coding
concept through the use of fun,
educational apps. Participants
create interactive stories, ani-
mation and even video games.
Registration is required and be-
gins two weeks before each pro-
gram. Participants are asked to
register for one session per
month. This free program is spon-
sored by a grant from the Union
County Freeholders.

“Make Your Own Fairy Garden”
will be held on Saturday, April 28,
at 10:30 a.m. Participants will
use recycled materials to create
their own Fairy Gardens. This ac-
tivity is designed for a caregiver
and child to complete together.
Registration is required and be-
gins on Saturday, April 14.

A Bookmark Contest will run
from May 1 to 25. Youngsters are
invited to design a bookmark
using the Summer Reading
theme of “Libraries Rock.” Seven
winners will be selected and their
designs will be printed and dis-
tributed at the library and in
schools. For more information or
to enter, visit the Children’s De-
partment desk.

STEM Story Time will take place
on Thursday, May 24, at 10:15
a.m. This program features a
story time followed by guided
STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics)-
based play. Registration is not
required, but participants are
asked to arrive on time as the
library may be unable to accom-

modate latecomers.
Music and Movement Story

Time will be held on Wednesday,
May 23, at 10:15 a.m. Children
ages 3 months to 2 years and a
caregiver are invited for a short,
lively story time full of songs and
plenty of movement. This educa-
tional story time engages chil-
dren in essential early literacy
practices. Registration is not re-
quired, but participants are asked
to arrive on time to ensure all
may be accommodated.

Family M.E.S.S. (Math, Engi-
neering, and Science Saturday),
the award-winning early literacy
program, returns on Saturday,
May 19, at 10:30 a.m. Children
ages 2 to 5 and their families will
explore educational stations to-
gether, where they will be intro-
duced to scientific concepts, solve
problems and have fun. Regis-
tration is required and can be
done up to two weeks before the
program. Space is limited.

Admission is free and all Cranford
residents are welcome for these
activities. For a list of other up-
coming programs, visit the library
Web page at CranfordLibrary.org
and click on the Children’s tab
near the top of the page.

Lupin Earns Graduate
Degree from JMU

HARRISONBURG, Virg. – James
Madison University is pleased to
announce the following students
who graduated during the De-
cember 16 graduate school com-
mencement exercises.

Emily Heather Lupin of Cranford
graduated with a degree in Oc-
cupational Therapy MOT from The
Graduate School at James Madi-
son University.

Ms. Lupin was among more than
900 students who received under-
graduate, master's, educational
specialist and doctoral degrees.

NAMI Support Group
To Meet on April 17

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County/National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness offers a monthly sup-
port group for caregivers of a
loved one with a mental health
diagnosis. The next meeting will
take place on Tuesday, April 17.

Participants in these peer-led
group meetings have an oppor-
tunity to gain insight from others
facing similar challenges. Meet-
ings are held on the third Tues-
day of every month, from 7:30 to
9 p.m., at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Fire Dept. Auxiliary
Plans Clothing Drive
GARWOOD — The Ladies Aux-

iliary of the Garwood Volunteer
Fire Department will hold a cloth-
ing drive on Saturday, April 21. It
will take place rain or shine from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Garwood
Fire Department, located at 403
South Avenue.

Requested items include shoes,
stuffed animals, handbags, lin-
ens, belts, men’s, women’s and
children’s clothing. Clothes will
not be cut up. The Auxiliary re-
grets that it cannot provide re-
ceipts. Money earned from the
drive supports the volunteer fire
department and scholarships for
local children. For more informa-
tion or to arrange for pickup of
items on April 21, call Barb at
(908) 868-4358.

consistently voted against the in-
cumbent freeholders in the gen-
eral elections.

As to Mr. Nierstedt’s statement
that one of Ms. Todisco’s candidates
has switched political parties, all he
has to do is look at his support of one
of his own candidates, who has
done the same thing.

Why I am really disappointed at
Mr. Nierstedt’s writing is that about
15 years ago, Mr. Nierstedt him-
self did a challenge to the Demo-
crat machine in that year’s June
primary. He recognized the county
Democrat machine and even wrote
a letter that the machine was
putting pressure on his public em-
ployment because of his chal-
lenge. But now he apparently
embraces the machine, a possible
guess is he wants to keep his
public employment. As the ma-
chine was quoted behind closed
doors as saying, you have to prove
yourself.

As a Democrat for many years,
I support Councilwoman Todisco
in her challenge. She shows en-
ergy, integrity and new ideas for
Garwood. She is the only Demo-
crat candidate that was born and
raised in Garwood. I wish her
success.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood
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