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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Mayberry Has Nothing On Fanwood

Speak Out For Common Decency
That Are Honored In The Breach

Many of us grew up watching Sher-
iff Andy Taylor run the idyllic town of
Mayberry, North Carolina. So often
we wished we could be in such a town
where folks cared for folks and where
the Sheriff instructed his Deputy that,
“Sometimes you do better to go by the
heart than by the book.”

Mayberry has nothing on Fanwood.
We live in such a town. On Friday,
February 9, my sister and I arrived
home from visiting Mom in rehab.
Upon entering, I noticed that the light
just inside the house at the front door
was not working. I guessed (out loud)
that the upstairs bedroom electricity
was probably also off. It was.

Just a few hours earlier we had
workmen in the house. One of them
had to drill into the bedroom floor on
the main level.

My sister had gone down into the
basement to see if a breaker had
flipped. It had not, but there was some
smoke in the basement right near
where the workman had drilled and
there was a smell of paper or wood
burning. I called 911 and we were told
to exit the house. By the time we got
up to the main floor, a Fanwood Po-
lice car was in front of the house with
lights flashing. (a minute or so after
the 911 call?). Within minutes
Fanwood and Scotch Plains firemen
arrived together with other officers
and the Fire Chief. They thoroughly
inspected the house and determined
that whatever caused the smoke was
now “out,” and it was safe to return.

This whole episode showed true
professionals at work – police and
fire. Concerned neighbors also gath-
ered. The Fire Department determined
the source of the fire and the lack of
electricity to the upstairs bedrooms
came from one of the electric wires.
They pointed to a specific wire. They
suggested that we call an electrician.
We did, courtesy of our kind friend
and neighbor, Alan Taylor.

On Saturday night an electrician
from Schlender Electric in Scotch

Plains, together with Alan Taylor, lo-
cated the problem and the electrician
fixed the problem. The problem was
the exact wire pointed out by the
firemen! Schlender Electric even felt
sorry for us and gave us a break on his
charge, even though he came out in
the pouring rain on a Saturday night!
We once again had electricity to the
upstairs bedrooms.

But the story gets even better. Just
prior to discovering the electrical
outage and the smoke, we had or-
dered food to be delivered from our
favorite Fanwood restaurant, Fabio’s.
The police officer had told me during
the event that our food delivery was
here but could not be delivered since
the entrances to our street were
blocked by the officers.

When my sister and I returned in-
side, there was still time for a deliv-
ery. I immediately called Fabio’s ex-
plained the situation with the fire truck,
police and firemen, and told them if
they would deliver our food, we had
the cash ready for them.

Fabio’s brought our food, but the
delivery driver was instructed by the
owner of Fabio’s that there was to be
“no charge” because of the situation.
The delivery driver even refused his
tip, and Fabio’s had also added an
extra pizza – all free of charge!

As I said, Mayberry has nothing on
Fanwood. This town has so many
kind, generous people and expert pro-
fessionals – police, firemen and elec-
tricians (also Scotch Plains) and kind,
concerned neighbors and merchants,
like Fabio’s.

When you think about it, we are
very fortunate to live in Fanwood,
Sheriff Andy Taylor notwithstanding.

Heartfelt thanks from our Mom,
my sister and me to all of our wonder-
ful police, firemen, neighbors and
friends, Alan Taylor, Fabio’s and
Schlender Electric!

Ken Mielke
Henderson, Nevada

I have to say that I blinked in disbe-
lief when I saw that President Trump
issued a statement designating April as
National Sexual Assault Awareness
month. With no apparent irony, the
President stated that “sexual assault
crimes remain tragically common in
our society, and offenders too often
evade accountability. These heinous
crimes are committed indiscriminately:
in intimate relationships, in public
spaces, and in the workplace.”

The hypocrisy behind this statement
beggars belief, given that President
Trump stands accused of sexual ha-
rassment and assault by dozens of
women. Given his matter-of-fact con-
fession on the Access Hollywood tapes
to being the perpetrator of the very
behavior his statement condemns, it is
hard to place credence in his oft-re-
peated denials of any wrongdoing.

The President’s effrontery is matched
only by the failure of members of his
own party to condemn the President’s

behavior and the evident insincerity of
the message he is sending. Our own
Congressional representative, Con-
gressman Leonard Lance, stands ac-
cused by his silence of sanctioning
conduct unbecoming to the President
of the United States.

Congressman Lance recently, and
appropriately, called on his constitu-
ents to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, as we mark the 50th anni-
versary of his assassination. The Con-
gressman would do well to remember
Dr. King’s words: “The ultimate mea-
sure of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience,
but where he stands at times of chal-
lenge and controversy.”

Congressman, please stand up and
speak out for the values and common
decency that are honored only in the
breach by your party’s standard bearer.

Mervyn Turner
Westfield

Garwood Democrats Split
On Their Primary Candidates

I want to set the record straight on a
less than forthright statement in last
week’s letter where my friend, former
Councilman and sitting Planning Board
member, Bill Nierstedt, accused the
Todisco-Ince-Benoit team of keeping
funds from the 2017 council campaign.
Last year, many donations were made to
the “Elect Todisco and Graham” cam-
paign, not to the Garwood Democratic
Club. The loan from the Democratic Club
was repaid in full. Then, Sara and I, as the
names in “Elect Todisco and Graham,”
both agreed any funds above the loan
amount would go to the “Democrats for
Garwood” campaign. When I was asked
at the last Democratic Club meeting to
confirm my wishes regarding the funds I
did so verbally for all to hear.

Mr. Nierstedt explained quite well how
the Garwood City Committee is formed
and how it functions. He explained how
the committee is comprised of eight
elected officials to interview and then
approve a slate of candidates for the po-
sitions of Mayor and Council. Unfortu-
nately, three members of the Committee
were forced to recuse themselves (Mayor
Lombardo and his wife Carol, as well as
Councilwoman Todisco) leaving only five
to decide the candidacies of those who
came before them. Four people (less than
a majority of the full Committee) basi-
cally told Councilwoman Todisco that it
wasn’t her turn yet and that she would
have to wait almost five years to give
running for Mayor another try. To me,
folks, that is a shame. But, as Mr. Neirstedt
stated in his letter, “Councilwoman
Todisco is free to run at any time for any
elective position that she desires.”

Last year, when I ran for Council be-
side Councilwoman Todisco, I witnessed
first hand how well she knows this town
and its residents. She never shied away

from the concerns that they expressed or
tried to blow her own horn regarding the
many contributions she has made and
continues to make each and every day for
our community. Sara (a lifelong resident
of Garwood) has served on the Council
with distinction for over seven years. She
also serves as president of the Education
Foundation of Garwood, which supports
our students year round, and serves as
chairwoman of the Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women. Sara
works tirelessly in many capacities to
represent all of the residents of our town
and for this she receives no monetary
reward, no blue ribbons or trophies. She
simply wants to make our town better and
help usher in a new age in the history of
Garwood.

This concern about Sara running with-
out approval by literally less than a hand-
ful of Democratic Committee members is
troubling to me. After all, primaries exist
for a reason in our democracy, and
shouldn’t we celebrate democracy? I am
proud to see her fighting for what she
believes in and having the determination,
supportive organization, and strategic
plan to give Garwood Democratic voters
a choice about who they want to lead our
town the next four years. Garwood de-
serves a leader that is willing to fight,
willing to take on challenges, and willing
to work hard. I know Sara loves Garwood,
has worked tirelessly to benefit the com-
munity, and has the energy to tackle any
issue that may arise.

That is why I, along with the majority
of Democratic Club members, including
Council President Jen Blumenstock and
Councilman Marc Lazarow, wholeheart-
edly support the Todisco-Ince-Benoit
team.

Russ Graham
Garwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Singultus – A hiccup
2. Lazaretto – A public hospital for

lepers
3. Trophic – Having to do with nutri-

tion
4. Taube – A type of German mono-

plane having pigeon-shaped wings

ZEEKOE
1. The hippopotamus
2. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
3. A wedge
4. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
KRANG

1. Second-class; something of lesser
value

2. The shattering effect of a sudden
burst of energy, as in an explosion

3. Spittle
4. The body of a whale stripped of its

blubber
PHILAUTY

1. Pleasing, charming or delightful
2. A selfish regard for oneself
3. Self confidence; ability
4. Understanding; perceptiveness

STOIT
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. To run abandon; decamp
3. To stagger or stumble
4. Sturdy; solid

Independence And The
Best Decisions For GW

Garwood is at a tipping point. At
such a crucial time in this town’s
history, the citizens of Garwood de-
serve the right to choose the strongest
leaders for their community. For years,
the Union County Democratic Party
has used a closed-door committee
process to determine who should run
for office in our town. While this is an
internal process, democracy enables
primaries for a reason — so multiple
people can run for their party’s nomi-
nation to compete in the General Elec-
tion. After seven years on the Coun-
cil, a record of success, and strong
connections formed with the residents,
Sara Todisco has decided to run in
this June’s Primary because she be-
lieves the voters deserve a choice. We
believe that Sara represents the strong
leadership that will lead to a stronger
Garwood. She brings new ideas,
boundless energy, and the experience
to get things done to better our com-
munity. That’s why we chose to run
with her as we seek your support in
our endeavor to run for Council. We
are both proud and honored to be on
the “Democrats for Garwood” ticket.

All three of us have chosen to dedi-
cate our lives to making a difference
and to benefit others. Through law
enforcement, teaching, and legal ad-
vocacy, we have made giving back
our livelihoods. We have applied our-
selves to our professions with pas-
sion, and have striven to continue
learning along the way, with each of
us having pursued additional gradu-
ate education beyond our college de-
grees. It is this dedication, along with
the ability to listen, to think critically
about the issues, and to have rational
team-oriented discussions, that we
will bring to Garwood’s local gov-
ernment.

There are those within Union
County Democratic politics that have
called out our team for going against
their wishes. However, elections are
about the people’s wishes. We must
make sure that Garwood remains free
and independent, and able to make the
best decisions for our town’s future.

Garwood is at a pivotal moment.
Garwood needs strong leaders who
will proactively oversee redevelop-
ment, establish open communication
with the community, and ensure our
town remains fiscally responsible.

We are proud to be part of the team
that is proactive, not reactive.
Garwood needs your support—please
cast your vote for the Todisco-Ince-
Benoit team on Tuesday, June 5 on
column “Democrats for Garwood.”

Michael Ince
Sean Benoit

Candidates for Garwood Council (D)

Operation Blue Angel Enhances
Emergency Response Capabilities

Voters Should Decide Who Is
Best Candidate, Not Pol. Parties

Today we frequently hear about programs and
services designed to assist older adults and others
who may be at special risk in emergency situations.
These options offer safeguards as well as peace of
mind for these individuals and their loved ones, and
can enable people to continue living independently
in their own homes.

Among such programs is Operation Blue Angel,
available to people age 55 and older, or those who
are disabled or have medical conditions that may
compromise their well-being in the event of an
emergency. Blue Angel allows police to reach indi-
viduals when the person is not able to answer the
door of their home.

Launched several years ago, this free program has
since been implemented in multiple New Jersey
communities, and was utilized in the rescue of at
least one incapacitated person. As revealed during
the April 3 meeting of the governing body of
Mountainside, Blue Angel will soon be available
there as well.

The Blue Angel program involves the installation
of a lock box near a door to the home of a registered
individual, similar to those used by realtors, that can
only be accessed by police. Residents provide a key
that is locked inside the box. In an emergency where
the resident is unable to answer the door, police can
access the key using a code, allowing them to enter the
home without causing damage from forced entry.
Blue Angel can only be utilized for emergencies, not
for when people are simply locked out of their homes.

The governing body of Mountainside gave its

unanimous endorsement of the Blue Angel initiative
following a presentation by Kim Moriak, coordina-
tor for senior services for the borough. Ms. Moriak
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week she currently is working
with the Mountainside Police Department to get the
program up and running.

The Mountainside program is receiving generous
support from the Blanche M. and George L. Watts
Mountainside Community Foundation, which awards
grants to organizations that provide services to
Mountainside residents. According to Ms. Moriak,
the Foundation will provide funding for 100 lock
boxes to be provided to Mountainside residents for
the Blue Angel program.

Among the municipalities where Operation Blue
Angel has already been successfully established are
Raritan, Piscataway, Warren, Princeton and South
River. In one case, police in South River were able
to rescue a 94-year-old man who had fallen in his
home and who was registered with the Blue Angel
program, according to a report by NJ Advance
Media for NJ.com.

We applaud the efforts by Mountainside officials,
police and Ms. Moriak, together with the Watts
Foundation, to bring Operation Blue Angel to bor-
ough residents. Likewise we hope other towns will
explore the means to offer it, and that philanthropic
or service organizations will consider supporting it.
Blue Angel can be an integral thread in keeping the
most vulnerable among us connected to the rest of
their communities.

Are party endorsements hurting interest in Pri-
mary elections? This year there is a lot of interest in
the mayor’s race in Garwood that pits Mayor Charles
Lombardo against Councilwoman Sara Todisco in
the Democratic Primary. Over the years we have
seen groups of candidates challenge the party estab-
lishment, although these challenges are usually in
races for federal, state or county offices.

While Ms. Todisco has chosen to challenge the
establishment, others have opted to drop out of
races, such as in this year’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict Primary contest where Democrat candidates
from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford and Berke-
ley Heights chose to drop out of the race rather than
challenge the heavily-endorsed and well-funded Tom
Malinowski as the party looks to unseat five-term
Congressman Leonard Lance in November. In the
2008 GOP Primary, the Union County GOP at its
convention endorsed Kelly Hatfield of Summit over
a list of candidates that included Mr. Lance and Kate
Whitman, the daughter of former Governor Chris-
tine Whitman. Mr. Lance won that contest.

This year Union County Democrats chose not to
endorse Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh for another
term. With Bruce Bergen opting on his own not to
run again (he would have had party support to run
again), Democrats picked Kimberly Mouded of
Westfield and Andrea Staten of Roselle to run for
freeholder with veteran Freeholder Al Mirabella.

Also, we have heard that Scotch Plains Council-

woman Rose Checchio, who was just honored with
a Women of Excellence Award by the Union County
Commission on the Status of Women, was told she
would not be endorsed for a second term. The same
thing happened to Linden Mayor Derek Armstead,
as his decision to support Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr to chair the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee instead of State Senator Nicholas Scutari
apparently cost him the party line. Mr. Scutari is the
Linden Democratic Committee chairman. Mayor
Armstead was honored last Thursday night as mayor
of the year by the Gateway Chamber of Commerce.

We have written repeatedly about New Jersey’s
restrictions on Primary Elections that allow only
registered Democrats and Republicans to cast bal-
lots. While unaffiliated voters can vote in the Pri-
mary, they must decide which party they want to vote
for and, as such, become affiliated with that party.
Turnouts in Primary elections the past few years
have ranged from 13 percent in 2015, when state
assembly races topped election ballots, to 25 percent
in 2016 — a presidential election year.

In our view, June is not exactly the best time of the
year to hold an election as it falls at the end of the
school year and during prom and graduation season
as well as a time when many families are thinking
more about where to go on vacation than politics.

While the endorsement from the two major parties
often gives a candidate a big advantage, the real
endorsement comes from voters.

More Letters on Pages 5, 18

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair


