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Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

VALOR AWARD...The Summit and Millburn Fire Departments have been
chosen to receive the Group Effort Valor Award from the New Jersey State
Fireman Benevolent Association (FMBA) recognizing their rescue efforts at a
fire that occurred on December 31, 2017 at 125 Summit Avenue in Summit. The
awards will be presented at the Pines Manor in Edison on Saturday, April 21.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Summit Firefighters Brian Tavis, Dwight
Nichols, Christopher Esposito (top row), Gabriel Iannella and James Pignatello,
Battalion Chief Henry Clint Evers and Millburn Firefighters, Captain Bernard
Cunningham and Firefighter Michael Pershyn. Not pictured is Millburn
Firefighter Augustine Muresan.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Devanney Running for Mayor;
Woodruff Seeks Reelection

Angie Devanney, the wife of former
Union County manager George
Devanney, has filed her nominating pe-
titions to run for mayor of Berkeley
Heights, according to a Tap Into Berke-
ley Heights report. Ms. Devanney, a
Democrat, previously served as town-
ship manager of Berkeley Heights from
2004 to 2007 and currently runs a small
consulting business, Keywood Strate-
gies. She is joined on the party’s ticket
by township council candidates Stephen
Yellin and Alvaro Medeiros.

Meanwhile, Mayor Robert Woodruff,
a Republican, is seeking a second term
but faces a Primary Election challenge
from Tom Maciejewski, a retired tech-
nology executive. Mayor Woodruff, who
has received the local GOP party line on
Primary ballots, is running with Council-
man Michael D’Aquila and council can-
didate Michelle Greco. Mr. Maciejewski
is running with Christopher Rinaldi and
Diana Mara.

Twenty-Five Cands. File
For Two N.J. House Seats

Fifty-one candidates have filed for New
Jersey’s 12 Congressional seats for the
Tuesday, June 5 Primary Election. Of the
total, nine are in the 2nd District of Con-
gressman Frank LoBionado and 10 are in
the 11th District represented by Con-
gressman Rodney Frelinghuysen, both
Republicans who are retiring at the end of
the year.

Among those running in the 2nd Dis-
trict is State Senator Jeff Van Drew of
Cape May Courthouse, who has received
the Democratic organization line in all
eight counties that encompass the South
Jersey district. On the Republican side,
Samuel Fiocchi has won the GOP orga-
nization line in Cape May County; Hirsh
V. Singh has the line in Atlantic,
Burlington and Camden Counties. Five
Republicans and four Democrats are
seeking the seat.

In the 11th District, which includes
parts of Essex, Morris, Passaic and Sus-
sex Counties, Mikie Sherrill of Upper
Montclair has won the Democratic line
in all four counties. Tamara Harris of
West Orange appears to be her stiffest
competition in the Primary Election. As-
semblyman Jay Webber, who has the
GOP line in Morris County, and An-
thony E. Ghee, director at Bank of
America Merrill Lynch and who cur-
rently serves as headquarters commander
of the U.S. Army Reserve Legal Com-
mand,  has the ballot organization line in
Essex and Passaic Counties.

In the fifth Congressional District, Re-
publican Steve Lonegan, who previously
ran for governor in 2009 and for Con-
gress in the Third District but lost to Tom
MacArthur in the Primary, is running

against John J. McCann, Jr. in the Pri-
mary in the 5th District as they try to
unseat first-term Democrat Josh
Gottheimer. Mr. Gottheimer defeated
veteran conservative Republican Scott
Garrett in 2016.

GOP Chairman Rips
Murphy Over $13,000 Door

New Jersey Republican Party Chair-
man Doug Steinhardt released the follow-
ing statement regarding the news that
Governor Phil Murphy is spending $13,000
of the taxpayers’ money to install a new
door in the First Lady’s office:

“If Governor Murphy is going to raise
billions of dollars in taxes on all New
Jersey residents, maybe he could put cos-
metic projects like the First Lady’s office
on hold. $13,000 for a new door could be
a lot of updated textbooks for our
children’s schools.”
Armstead Named Mayor of Year;
Bounced From Line in Primary
Linden Mayor Derek Armstead has been

named Mayor of the Year by the Gateway
Regional Chamber of Commerce. The din-
ner will be held tonight, April 12, at the
Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel.

Mayor Armstead, who is seeking re-
election, was bounced from the Linden
Democratic Party organization  line af-
ter backing Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr for Union County Democratic
chairwoman over State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), the Demo-
cratic municipal chairman in Linden.

The city’s committee has instead en-
dorsed 10th Ward Councilwoman
Gretchen Hickey for mayor.

BPU Holding Hearings on
Response to Nor’easters

The New Jersey Board of Public Utili-
ties (BPU) is holding public hearings as
part of an investigation into the response
of the state's four electric companies to
the back-to-back nor'easters last month
that caused massive power outages. The
first hearing was held on April 5. The
second hearing will take place today,
April 12, from 4 to 7 p.m., at Parsippany
Town Hall, 1001 Parsippany Boulevard,
Parsippany.

Dr. Shereef Elnahal Begins
Tenure as Health Commissioner

Health Commissioner Dr. Shereef
Elnahal was administered the oath of
office April 2 by Governor Phil Murphy.
He also announced five new members of
the department’s leadership team.

The son of physicians who grew up in
Atlantic County, Dr. Elnahal joined the
department in January after serving in the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs as
assistant deputy undersecretary for health
for quality, safety, and value. He received a
dual-degree M.D. and M.B.A. from Harvard
University, and graduated summa cum laude
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biophys-
ics from Johns Hopkins University.

Household Hazardous Waste
Day Saturday at Vo-Tech

COUNTY – Union County residents
can safely dispose of unwanted house-
hold chemicals and other special waste
by bringing these items to the free House-
hold Hazardous Waste recycling event
this Saturday, April 14, from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools campus, located at
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.

The company Covanta is partnering
with the Freeholder Board to offer $5
Home Depot gift cards for residents

Cap. Budget to be $3.8 Mil.,
Birchwood PILOT Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township com-
mittee discussed introducing a capital
budget of $3.8 million, down from $3.98
million last year, at its Monday workshop
meeting.

“I would prefer to see it lower than
that,” Commissioner Patrick Giblin said.

The capital budget includes about
$600,000 for a fire truck, an expenditure
about which Mr. Giblin and Deputy
Mayor Ann Dooley both had reserva-
tions. The budget also is to earmark
close to a million dollars for an expan-
sion to the children’s library. The library
is to apply for state grant money to help
cover the costs for the capital project.

The committee also discussed bond
refinancing. Under the payment sched-
ule, Chief Financial Officer Lavona Pater-
son said in 2018, $318,000 would be due,
and in 2037, $456,000.

“It is still troubling that the payments
towards the end of this go up,” Mayor
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. said.

“The interest rates are going down so it
offsets...not completely,” Ms. Paterson
said. She said the refinance would save
$20,000 per year.

“We borrowed 18 million for
Birchwood...I don’t know what you are con-
cerned about...this is a natural part of the debt
payment,” Commissioner Giblin said.

Mayor Hannen also noted that the
Cranford Crossings debt for the garage
operations is close to half a million dol-
lars. “We are looking at a $154,000 per
year deficit in the parking garage opera-
tion right now and that is before our rates
go up.”

The Downtown Management Corpo-
ration (DMC) requested to the township
committee that the donated funds dedi-
cated to the Post Office Plaza should be
used to have a design plan for
reconfiguring the area to make it more
conducive to public events. Last year, the
township committee was not in favor of
spending the money, DMC Chairman
Anthony Durante said, and he said he

would like to have the design firms who
submitted the request for proposals come
back with a cost for design only and not
construction management fees.

The municipal building is to have new
summer hours after the committee voted
4 to 1, with Mayor Hannen opposing, to
offer non-uniformed municipal employ-
ees reduced hours between July 4 and
Labor Day. The hours were not fully
disclosed at the meeting, but the com-
missioners discussed having the mu-
nicipal building close at 1 p.m. on Fri-
days in the summer.

The township committee is to vote on
a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT)
agreement with the redeveloper of 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue. In public com-
ment, resident Rita LaBrutto remarked
on the PILOT and the recent planning
board hearing of the site plan application
by Birchwood Developers Urban Renewal
Associates, LLC.

Ms. LaBrutto asked how much the
school district would get from the PI-
LOT, in which the township is to receive
11 percent of revenue in the first 15 years
of the 30-year tax abatement should the
committee pass the agreement.

“That has not been determined yet...we
are in the process of discussing it. It is
something on our mind,” Mayor Hannen
said.

Cranford schools could see an addi-
tional expense of $210,000 based on
her equations of an additional 14 chil-
dren, at a cost of $15,000 per child to
educate, considering the seven, three-
bedroom units potentially each have
two children. The remainder of the total
225 units is a mix of two-bedroom and
one-bedroom units.

In Ms. LaBrutto’s opinion, she said the
township would see a net loss when con-
sidering the costs to the school system,
not a net surplus as the township stated in
a memo. She also said the township should
budget funds to conduct its own traffic
study to determine the need for a traffic
signal at roads intersecting with
Birchwood Avenue.

Murphy Details Free Tuition
Plan; Kean: No Plan Is Free

Jois Gets Distinction
From Moms Group

SUMMIT – New Jersey 7th Congres-
sional District Democratic candidate
Goutam Jois has been given the Moms
Demand Action on Gun Sense Candidate
Distinction for his efforts in standing up
for gun violence prevention and recogniz-
ing gun safety, according to the Jois for
Congress campaign. “Our campaign has
been working with voters in the 7th Dis-
trict to amplify their call for gun violence
prevention...I’ve been advocating on the
issue of gun violence prevention for nearly
20 years, starting when I was the Youth
Governor of New Jersey...” Mr. Jois said.

turning in old mercury thermostats.
Covanta operates the Union County
Resource Recovery Facility (garbage
incinerator) in Rahway under a long-
term lease agreement with the Union
County Utilities Authority.

Once at the site, residents stay in their
vehicles while workers unload the items.
Only materials in original or labeled
containers will be accepted. No contain-
ers larger than five gallons will be ac-
cepted. There is a limit of eight automo-
bile tires, without rims, per household.

Please note that latex paint is not
accepted. Latex paint can be dried in
the can and/or mixed with kitty litter or
newspaper and then disposed with regu-
lar household garbage. For a complete
list of the materials that will be ac-
cepted on April 14 as well as all recy-
cling event dates and locations, visit
ucnj.org/recycle.

The household hazardous waste collec-
tion will be held rain or shine, for Union
County residents only, not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is re-
quired. For more information, call the
Recycling Hotline at (908) 654-9889.

Residents interested in purchasing a
compost bin or rain barrel at 50 percent
off the retail price can visit Plant a Seed
at ucnj.org/union-county-plant-a-seed
for more information.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and activities,
visit The Green Connection at ucnj.org/
green-connection.

TRENTON — Up to 15,000 New
Jerseyans could be getting a tuition-free
college education by next year under a
proposal by Governor Phil Murphy. Gov.
Murphy said his first proposed budget
includes $50 million to pay tuition for
community colleges in the state. Stu-
dents with family incomes of $45,000 or
under would be eligible, according to a
njadvancemedia.com report.

A total of $45 million would go to the
grant program and $5 million to the state’s
19 county colleges to address spikes in
enrollments.

“This is something we’re really seri-
ous about,” Gov. Murphy said at a Mer-
cer County Community College event.
“Education ought to be a right, not a
privilege.” He estimates 15,000 students
could be enrolled in free tuition by Janu-
ary 2019, according to the report.

In response, Senate Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), the
Senate Republican leader, released the
following statement: “No government-
funded program is free. Taxpayers always
pay the price, and frankly, people in New
Jersey pay far too much already,” Senator
Kean said in a press release. “I strongly

believe we have to do more to make higher
education more accessible and affordable
for everyone, but we have to do it in a
responsible way. We can partner with
industry leaders to make sure students are
getting the right skills to succeed in today’s
workforce. We can do more to bring down
the cost of college and help students gradu-
ate on time. What we shouldn’t do is force
overtaxed families to pick up the tab for
Governor Murphy’s spending spree.”

Bramnick to Murphy:
Withdraw Tax Hikes

WESTFIELD – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
called on Governor Phil Murphy to with-
draw his plan to raise billions of taxes
and alternatively support a Bramnick
bill that follows the Florida homestead
approach, virtually freezing property
taxes until a new buyer purchases the
property.

“Despite new reports that we continue
to have the highest property taxes in the
country, Governor Murphy still pushes
billions of new taxes,” said Mr. Bramnick.
“More taxes is insanity in New Jersey. If
we don’t stop raising taxes and start work-
ing toward lowering them, we will be
saying goodbye to more friends and fam-
ily.”

Under Mr. Bramnick’s proposed
amendment (ACR167) annual property-
tax assessments are capped at a low
amount until the sale of the home. Addi-
tionally, it would provide a property-tax
exemption up to $50,000 of a home’s
assessed value.
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