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BELONGS here.
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We are Charlotte and Wayne McAffee and our happy retirement story began a little over  
19 years ago because that’s when we discovered Arbor Glen. With the support of our three  
daughters, we became founding members of the community. Right away, we knew it was  
going to be much more than a building. The people were authentic, their lives interesting and  
we all genuinely cared for one another. Today,  
we’re pleased to say not much has changed.    

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOCKEY, ANYONE?...Kenneth Anderson, the owner of the Union Sports
Arena, is proposing to put a temporary ice hockey rink on the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park at no cost to the Town of Westfield.

Residents Comment on
Wilson Camp, Hockey Rink

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission conducted its Monday
meeting in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room due to
the large number of residents who
attended the meeting to express their
concerns about the decision not to
offer Playground Camp at Wilson
Elementary School, misgivings about
the lack of a firm timeline for the
creation of the Parks Master Plan and
support for a proposal to install a
temporary ice hockey rink on the bas-
ketball courts at Gumbert Park.

According to Board of Education
President Gretchan Ohlig, the school
board’s Facilities Committee ac-
cepted Wilson School Principal Jo-
seph Malanga’s recommendation and
asked the recreation commission not
to conduct a Summer Playground
Camp program at Wilson School this
summer because more than 100 spe-
cial-education students will be using
the school’s facilities as part of their
extended school year program.

Ms. Ohlig expressed sympathy for
the Wilson parents and their children
who would, of course, prefer to at-
tend camp at their “home school,” but
explained that because of the en-
hanced security protocols that are now
required, the school board had deter-
mined it would be better not to have
the “open” program at Wilson this
year. Ms. Ohlig promised to take the
parents’ feedback to the board for
reconsideration.

During the public portion of the
meeting Hugh McGuire, president of
the Westfield Lacrosse Club, stated
that more than 3,000 Westfield stu-
dent athletes have been unable to
begin their spring lacrosse and base-
ball seasons because of the poor con-
ditions of the playing fields and asked
what, if any, progress had been made
towards beginning the process of pre-
paring the Parks Master Plan, which
will include an evaluation of the now-
delayed proposal to install turf fields
at Tamaques Park.

According to Recreation Director
Don Bogardus, the parks plan cannot
begin until the town council has started
its master plan, and there has been
“no forward movement” in the last
month. Councilman Michael Dardia
explained that the first steps would
likely be taken after the adoption of
the 2018 municipal budget. Mr.
Bogardus noted that both bike trails
and a skateboard park would be on
the “wish list” for the master plan.

Kenneth Anderson, the owner of
the Union Sports Arena, presented
schematics of a proposed temporary
ice-hockey rink that he would like to

install at the Gumbert basketball courts.
According to Mr. Anderson, there has
been an enormous growth in the num-
ber of area residents of all ages inter-
ested in playing ice hockey and his
current facility on Route 22 in Union
cannot accommodate the demand.

He noted that more than 60 stu-
dents, both male and female, cur-
rently play for Westfield High School,
and more than a third of his current
customers are from the Westfield area.
He would like to install, at no cost to
the town, an NHL-size rink with trailer
mounted chillers, a tented changing
area, and a Zamboni storage area.
The facility would operate from mid
October to March, from approxi-
mately 3:30 to 10 p.m. on weekdays
and from approximately 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. on weekends.

Several members of the Westfield
Hockey Club expressed their support
for the proposal and indicated they
would partner with Mr. Anderson and
Union Sports Arena to insure that the
facility will be an asset to the commu-
nity. The members of the recreation
commission expressed their support
for the project, which will now go
before the town council.

In other business, the commission
unanimously voted to support the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library’s plan to install free book
kiosks in town parks, the train station
and the Memorial Pool. The kiosks
would be similar to the one that was
installed by the Girl Scouts on East
Broad Street.

Mr. Bogardus provided updates on
the status of summer staff and life-
guard hiring and reminded the public
that the deadline for renewal of Me-
morial Pool memberships is Thurs-
day, April 12, and that online registra-
tion is available for both the pool and
the Summer Playground Camp. Many
new programs will be offered this
summer including swim lessons for
children ages 3 to 5 years old, yoga
and paddle boarding.
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Board of Adjustment OK’s
Deck, Two House Additions

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
board of adjustment meeting five appli-
cations were heard, with three appli-
cants approved and two others moved
to the board’s May meeting.

David and Sylvia Chandler were ap-
proved to construct a deck at their 78
Tamaques Way home. The couple’s deck
application was previously denied, stated
Board Chairman Chris Masciale. In or-
der for the board to rehear an application
it had rejected, the application must be
dramatically different so it is not consid-
ered the same application.

The applicants were granted vari-
ance relief for maximum building cov-
erage; the proposed coverage was 23.4
percent while the town ordinance al-
lows 20 percent coverage. The ordi-
nance allows a deck with 22 percent
building coverage, while the proposed
was 24.3 percent. Twenty-four percent
maximum building coverage is allowed
with a deck and porch while the appli-
cant sought variance relief for a pro-
posed 26.5 percent building coverage.

Mr. Masciale stated that the applica-
tion did not seem dramatically differ-
ent, just “slimmed down.” He said the
applicants were still seeking the same
three variances, just under “slimmed-
down” guidelines.

Board member Robert Bonacchio
said the board of adjustment considers
a 1 to 3 percent change a major differ-
ence or deciding factor to approve or
disapprove many applications. Mr.
Bonacchio said the 20-percent decrease
or alterations in total coverage in the
present application can be deemed a
dramatic change or enough to analyze
the application separately.

Mr. Masciale was the only board
member to vote against hearing the
revised application.

Mr. Chandler said the deck will assist
his family in enjoying the park views
and his backyard without creating a
hazardous situation for his young chil-

dren to walk down nine steps to ground
level.

Board member Carla Bonacci said
the deck design proposed had nine stairs
as well, so she did not understand how
the applicant could claim the current
stairs as “a hardship.”

The deck will have a dining table for
barbecues with no interference to neigh-
bors’ views, stated Mr. Chandler.

Mr. Chandler said the utility and
enjoyment the deck will provide his
family will outweigh any detrimental
effects the deck will cause to the neigh-
borhood or existing structure, which he
considered none.

Sean McAleer, who designed the
deck for the applicant, said he designs
decks to fit their associated structures
while keeping a fitting aesthetic to the
neighborhood.

Mr. Chandler said more homes are
being built in his neighborhood which
will have similar decks.

“I am at a loss. What would the board
suggest as an appropriate size for my
deck?” said Mrs. Chandler.

Mrs. Chandler said the process has
been going on for a year, while she just
wants to enjoy her backyard.

“I do understand your frustration,”
Mr. Masciale said.

Mr. Masciale said the height from the
rear door to access the backyard was a
challenging factor for the applicant.
Proper depth to the park with no hin-
drance on neighbors was another factor
in the applicants’ favor, stated Mr.
Masciale.

Board member Eldy Pavon said the
applicants have been hindered in en-
joying their home, and that with the
deck nicely designed there should not
be a problem with a board approval.

Board member Frank Fortino said the
deck’s height will be undeniably noticed
by park visitors and remained a factor on
why he would not support an approval.

The application was approved, al-
though board members Mr. Fortino and
Ms. Bonacci voted against it.

Westfield Votes 8 to 0 to Ban
Sale of Pets From Puppy Mills

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garage
revised sketches, the Erasmuses’ ap-
plication was approved by a 6-to-0
vote.

At its April 5 meeting, the board
also gave its approval to an applica-
tion by Domenic DiCarlo and Heather
Neilan to install a six-foot-high fence
along the side yard of their home at
328 Park View Drive. Mr. DiCarlo
noted that the property is on a corner
with no actual back yard but “a decent
side yard” that he wanted to fence in
for the safety of their young daughter.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — More than a dozen
people for and against passing an
ordinance banning the sale of pup-
pies or kittens taken from commer-
cial breeders, also called puppy mills,
came out to the town council meeting
Tuesday and spoke in hopes of sway-
ing the governing body in its vote.
The mayor and council voted 8 to 0 to
pass the ordinance. The ordinance
restricts the retail sale of puppies or
kittens to only those that are sourced
from shelters or rescue organizations.

Brian Hackett, NJ state director of
the United States Humane Society,
said he represents 200 Westfield resi-
dents who were in support of the
ordinance.

Those people who spoke in favor
of the ordinance cited reasons such as
the animals from commercial breed-
ers are provided with only survival

standards, live in tight cages, are not
groomed, have health problems, are
infested with parasites, and are con-
tinually being bred without rest,
among other inhumane practices.

Those people who came out and
spoke in opposition to the ordinance
were mostly pet store owners from
across the state who rebuffed the gross
details of substandard care. They said
pet stores provide a service to people
who want to ensure their pet is healthy
and to know where they are bred,
among other reasons.

Deborah Branch of Westfield, who
oversees regulations for the ASPCA in
New Jersey, said her Girl Scout Daisy
troop sent letters to the town council in
support of the ordinance. Ms. Branch
said the owner of Shake A Paw, the
largest pet store in New Jersey, had
been fined $25,000 for failure to dis-
close the origins of his dogs.

Owner and President of Shake A
Paw, Jeff Morton, called out Mayor
Shelley Brindle, saying she is in vio-
lation of the local ethics law by voting
on this ordinance because she has
volunteered her and her family’s time
in rescuing dogs.

It also was noted by supporters of
the ordinance that the United States
Department of Agriculture has failed
in its ability to inspect breeders.

In the conference session prior to
the regular meeting, the mayor and
council heard a proposal by the owner
of Union Sports Arena to set up a
temporary, full-size ice rink on the
basketball courts of Gumbert Park
from November to February to pro-
vide ice time to local hockey clubs, as
well as open it for recreational skat-
ing. The proposal was to go before
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee for discussion of more
details of the plan.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC) was
given the thumbs up to hold FestiFall
this year. Changes to the fair will
include relocation of the Kids Zone
to the North Avenue train station park-
ing lot, an Artists Alley containing
tables set up for local artists to sell
their wares, a space for the Westfield
Experience that will have informa-
tion pertaining to the town, and some
more openness to allow easier access
to storefronts.

The Westfield Farmers Market is to
change its location from the South
Avenue train station lot to the North
Avenue train station lot. The farmers
market will open the first Saturday in
June. It will take up the parking section
between the Christmas tree and 250
North Avenue on Saturdays. The move
is to encourage more vendors and pro-
mote the downtown, GWACC Execu-
tive Director Gene Jannotti said.

An ordinance was adopted to es-
tablish a cap bank in the amount of
$321,556. The state’s cap bank law
enables a town to tap into the cap
bank thus exceeding the 2 percent cap
on property taxes after banking (on
paper) amounts below the cap in pre-
vious years budgets, such as in 2018.

The Department of Public Works
will continue to perform curbside
pickup of brush that resulted from
downed limbs and trees due to the
recent snowstorms, and the town’s
website is to be updated daily on the
brush pickup schedule.

Mayor Brindle said Tuesday was
her 100th day serving as mayor. She
tallied up a list of accomplishments
that included an enhanced Green
Team, a transparent volunteer pro-
cess, and a new intern program.

Mayor Brindle also has joined the
Mayors Against Illegal Guns (MAIG),
founded by former New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and
former Boston Mayor Thomas
Menino, aimed at supporting com-
mon-sense laws that reduce gun vio-
lence and save lives, according to
everytown.org.
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Garwood Shared Services
wood agreement).

Ms. Blumenstock said other vari-
ables must be considered. “Let’s say
the price is better,” she said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the quality
in service or other factors fostering a
beneficial relationship may or may
not exist. She said she wanted council
members to realize there is an “un-
known” when working with a new
municipality.

Mr. McCormack said Fanwood
should not be offended that the borough
is entertaining other shared-service
agreements, as the agreements could be
revisited every three to four years just
like elected officials can be reelected.

Mayor Lombardo said the Fanwood
superintendent had previously worked
with Garwood so the relationship had
already existed for three years before
the shared-service relationship be-
tween the two towns had begun.

Ms. Todisco said the Fanwood
shared-service agreement has saved
the borough $200,000 over the last
three years.

Former councilman Jim Mathieu
said having a superintendent with a
“fully-vested interest” in both towns
could help Garwood. Mr. Mathieu
said Garwood and Roselle Park
should select a shared superintendent
together.

Mr. Mathieu said his opinion was
that the current Garwood DPW su-
perintendent was more loyal to Fan-
wood, as his “pension and benefits”
were associated with Fanwood, not
Garwood.

In other business, the fire depart-
ment budget decreased roughly
$10,000 compared to last year’s bud-
get, when $77,000 was budgeted,
stated Mr. McCormack.

Ms. Todisco said the fire
department’s budget had not de-
creased from last year, but instead
remained flat or just as funded as it
had been in the prior budget year.

Volunteer firefighter Louis
Petruzzelli said $10,000 is needed to

purchase four uniforms, or “turnout
gear,” used to breach an active fire.

“When looking at the past few years
(fire budgets), their budget was not
spent and around $10,000 or more
went unspent,” Ms. Todisco said.

Resident Kimberly Salmon pledged
full support to the borough’s volun-
teer fire squad. Ms. Salmon said she
noticed firefighters putting their lives
on the line to save residents’ pets
from a fire that “burned a house to the
ground.”

“The finance committee was unani-
mous in deciding to keep it flat be-
cause of how much went unspent in
prior years,” Ms. Todisco responded.

Mr. McCormack raised concerns
with DPW workers utilizing their time
to assist early stage Hartman Park
construction. Mr. McCormack said
Mr. Lazarow never made the fact
clear to other council members and
asked if the process would cost the
borough extra money.

Mr. Lazarow said he reported on
the DPW assisting in the Hartman
Park revitalization at prior meetings.

Ms. Blumenstock said the process
would not require overtime pay with
the DPW workers planning their
schedules months in advance.

In other business, Mayor Lombardo
honored John R. Ropelski, Jr., grant-
ing him the Mayor’s Appreciation
Award. Mr. Ropelski was recognized
as an “Outstanding Pastry Chef/
Baker” by the Garden State Culinary
Arts Awards.

“Jon uses his exceptional craft at
&Grain of Garwood on North Av-
enue, where fresh breads are made
daily from essential ingredients with
the personal attention given to each
loaf,” Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Ropelski said his goal is to “put
Garwood on the map” by having
people travel from all over for his
food. A gala awards ceremony and
reception will be held on Sunday,
April 29, from 5:30 to 9 p.m., at
BellWorks in Holmdel.


