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Cranford Planning Board
Passes Birchwood Site Plan

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Birchwood
deal between the township and devel-
oper Birchwood Developers Urban
Renewal Associates LLC (BDA) is
gaining ground after the planning board
unanimously approved BDA’s site plan
application for 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue at just past midnight Thurs-
day. At the behest of Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr., the planning board
decided to continue testimony past its
cutoff time in order to complete the
testimonies of the applicant’s experts,
who included traffic, engineering, ar-
chitect and landscape architect experts.

The property, to be entitled
Birchwood at Cranford, is to house
225 apartments, with 34 of them
deemed affordable. This 34 represents
15 percent, a minimum percentage
municipalities request when a devel-
oper is looking to build a multi-unit
housing complex. There will be 24
two-bedroom, seven three-bedroom
and three one-bedroom affordable
units, and 125 two-bedroom, 51 one-
bedroom and 15 one-bedroom with a
den, market-rate units.

The township, in a judgment after
losing a builder’s remedy lawsuit with
a previous developer of the site, is to
fulfill an affordable-housing obliga-
tion by the end of the year. Plus, the
township has other prior obligations to

fulfill, and a third-round it has yet to
settle. The reduced number of afford-
able-housing units at the Birchwood
property leaves the township deficient
thus far in fulfilling its obligation.

“The township is closer to closing
out the Birchwood phase of our af-
fordable-housing obligation. We are
in contact with the special master to
our plans for fulfilling our obligations.
We are evaluating the impact of the
recent case out of Mercer County on
our current obligation,” Mayor Hannen
told The Westfield Leader. Princeton
and West Windsor last month were
ordered by a Mercer County judge to
provide 753 and 1,500 affordable-
housing units, respectively.

The apartments will be housed
amongst three buildings, each four
stories in height, containing an en-
closed garage on the ground level and
three floors of apartments above. Park-
ing also will be provided in a t-shaped
driveway and along a roadway next to
a grassy area for residents to use as
outdoor space. Total parking will ac-
commodate 436 vehicles, with 317
spaces located underneath each build-
ing, and the remainder placed through-
out the site.

The township committee was ex-
pected to vote on a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) proposal to be submit-
ted by BDA as early as Tuesday, April

Residents Comment on
Wilson Camp, Hockey Rink

Board of Adjustment OK’s
Deck, Two House Additions

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
board of adjustment meeting five ap-
plications were heard, with three ap-
plicants approved and two others
moved to the board’s May meeting.

David and Sylvia Chandler were
approved to construct a deck at their
78 Tamaques Way home. The couple’s
deck application was previously de-
nied, stated Board Chairman Chris
Masciale. In order for the board to
rehear an application it had rejected,
the application must be dramatically
different so it is not considered the
same application.

The applicants were granted vari-
ance relief for maximum building cov-
erage; the proposed coverage was
23.4 percent while the town ordi-
nance allows 20 percent coverage.
The ordinance allows a deck with 22
percent building coverage, while the
proposed was 24.3 percent. Twenty-
four percent maximum building cov-
erage is allowed with a deck and
porch while the applicant sought vari-

ance relief for a proposed 26.5 per-
cent building coverage.

Mr. Masciale stated that the appli-
cation did not seem dramatically dif-
ferent, just “slimmed down.” He said
the applicants were still seeking the
same three variances, just under
“slimmed-down” guidelines.

Board member Robert Bonacchio
said the board of adjustment consid-
ers a 1 to 3 percent change a major
difference or deciding factor to ap-
prove or disapprove many applica-
tions. Mr. Bonacchio said the 20-
percent decrease or alterations in to-
tal coverage in the present applica-
tion can be deemed a dramatic change
or enough to analyze the application
separately.

Mr. Masciale was the only board
member to vote against hearing the
revised application.

Mr. Chandler said the deck will
assist his family in enjoying the park
views and his backyard without cre-
ating a hazardous situation for his
young children to walk down nine

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission conducted its Monday
meeting in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room due to
the large number of residents who
attended the meeting to express their
concerns about the decision not to
offer Playground Camp at Wilson
Elementary School, misgivings about
the lack of a firm timeline for the
creation of the Parks Master Plan and
support for a proposal to install a
temporary ice hockey rink on the bas-
ketball courts at Gumbert Park.

According to Board of Education
President Gretchan Ohlig, the school
board’s Facilities Committee ac-
cepted Wilson School Principal Jo-
seph Malanga’s recommendation and
asked the recreation commission not
to conduct a Summer Playground
Camp program at Wilson School this
summer because more than 100 spe-
cial-education students will be using

the school’s facilities as part of their
extended school year program.

Ms. Ohlig expressed sympathy for
the Wilson parents and their children
who would, of course, prefer to at-
tend camp at their “home school,” but
explained that because of the en-
hanced security protocols that are now
required, the school board had deter-
mined it would be better not to have
the “open” program at Wilson this
year. Ms. Ohlig promised to take the
parents’ feedback to the board for
reconsideration.

During the public portion of the
meeting Hugh McGuire, president of
the Westfield Lacrosse Club, stated
that more than 3,000 Westfield stu-
dent athletes have been unable to
begin their spring lacrosse and base-
ball seasons because of the poor con-
ditions of the playing fields and asked
what, if any, progress had been made
towards beginning the process of pre-
paring the Parks Master Plan, which
will include an evaluation of the now-
delayed proposal to install turf fields
at Tamaques Park.

According to Recreation Director
Don Bogardus, the parks plan cannot
begin until the town council has started
its master plan, and there has been
“no forward movement” in the last
month. Councilman Michael Dardia

explained that the first steps would
likely be taken after the adoption of
the 2018 municipal budget. Mr.
Bogardus noted that both bike trails
and a skateboard park would be on
the “wish list” for the master plan.

Kenneth Anderson, the owner of
the Union Sports Arena, presented
schematics of a proposed temporary
ice-hockey rink that he would like to
install at the Gumbert basketball
courts. According to Mr. Anderson,
there has been an enormous growth in
the number of area residents of all
ages interested in playing ice hockey
and his current facility on Route 22 in
Union cannot accommodate the de-
mand.

He noted that more than 60 stu-
dents, both male and female, cur-
rently play for Westfield High School,
and more than a third of his current
customers are from the Westfield area.
He would like to install, at no cost to
the town, an NHL-size rink with trailer
mounted chillers, a tented changing
area, and a Zamboni storage area.
The facility would operate from mid
October to March, from approxi-
mately 3:30 to 10 p.m. on weekdays
and from approximately 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. on weekends.

Several members of the Westfield

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5, 18
Police ............ 18
Community ... 6-8
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 9
Sports ............ 11-17
Real Estate .... 11-20
Classifieds ..... 17
A&E .............. 19-20

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SOLUMN MOMENT..Westfield MLK Committee member Lydia Kaplan reads
during  last  Wednesday’s vigil last week marking the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King. The program was held at the Westfield
MLK memorial.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GONE TO THE DOGS...The Westfield Town Council approved an ordinance
that bans the sale of dogs from puppy mills. Stephanie Earl, owner of Furrylicious
in White Hill Station, and Jeff Morton, president of Shake A Paw, are seated in
the corner spoke in opposition of the ordinance. Debra Branch of Westfield,  seated
on the stool on right, spoke in favor of the new ordinance.

Westfield Council 8-0 Vote Bans
Sale of Pets From Puppy Mills

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — More than a dozen
people for and against passing an ordi-
nance banning the sale of puppies or
kittens taken from commercial breed-
ers, also called puppy mills, came out to
the town council meeting Tuesday and
spoke in hopes of swaying the govern-
ing body in its vote. The mayor and
council voted 8 to 0 to pass the ordi-
nance. The ordinance restricts the retail
sale of puppies or kittens to only those
that are sourced from shelters or rescue

organizations.
Brian Hackett, NJ state director of

the United States Humane Society, said
he represents 200 Westfield residents
who were in support of the ordinance.

Those people who spoke in favor of
the ordinance cited reasons such as the
animals from commercial breeders are
provided with only survival standards,
live in tight cages, are not groomed,
have health problems, are infested with
parasites, and are continually being bred
without rest, among other inhumane
practices.

Those people who came out and
spoke in opposition to the ordinance
were mostly pet store owners from
across the state who rebuffed the gross
details of substandard care. They said
pet stores provide a service to people
who want to ensure their pet is healthy
and to know where they are bred, among
other reasons.

Deborah Branch of Westfield, who
oversees regulations for the ASPCA in
New Jersey, said her Girl Scout Daisy
troop sent letters to the town council in
support of the ordinance. Ms. Branch
said the owner of Shake A Paw, the
largest pet store in New Jersey, had
been fined $25,000 for failure to dis-
close the origins of his dogs.

Owner and President of Shake A
Paw, Jeff Morton, called out Mayor
Shelley Brindle, saying she is in viola-
tion of the local ethics law by voting on
this ordinance because she has volun-
teered her and her family’s time in
rescuing dogs.

It also was noted by supporters of the
ordinance that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture has failed in its
ability to inspect breeders.

In the conference session prior to the
regular meeting, the mayor and council
heard a proposal by the owner of Union
Sports Arena to set up a temporary, full-
size ice rink on the basketball courts of
Gumbert Park from November to Feb-
ruary to provide ice time to local hockey
clubs, as well as open it for recreational
skating. The proposal was to go before
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee for discussion of more de-
tails of the plan.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (GWACC) was given
the thumbs up to hold FestiFall this
year. Changes to the fair will include
relocation of the Kids Zone to the North
Avenue train station parking lot, an
Artists Alley containing tables set up
for local artists to sell their wares, a
space for the Westfield Experience that
will have information pertaining to the
town, and some more openness to al-
low easier access to storefronts.

The Westfield Farmers Market is to
change its location from the South Av-
enue train station lot to the North Av-
enue train station lot. The farmers mar-
ket will open the first Saturday in June.
It will take up the parking section be-
tween the Christmas tree and 250 North
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A TRIBUTE TO DR. KING...Westfield held a vigil last Wednesday to mark the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. The program was held at the Westfield MLK memorial on South Avenue.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOCKEY, ANYONE?...Kenneth Anderson, the owner of the Union Sports
Arena, is proposing to put a temporary ice hockey rink on the basketball courts at
Gumbert Park at no cost to the Town of Westfield.


