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Candidates File for Council
Seats, Garwood Mayor Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Federal, county and
municipal candidates filed nomi-
nating petitions by Monday’s 4
p.m. deadline for New Jersey’s
Tuesday, June 5 Primary Elec-
tion.

Locally, Garwood will see a
Democratic Primary Election race
between first-term Mayor Charles
Lombardo and Councilwoman
Sara Todisco.

Mayor Lombardo is joined on
the ballot by Borough Council
candidates Jennyfer Guerrero, a
PSE&G executive, and Vincent
Kearney, who is employed in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
They will face Michael Ince, a
retired FBI agent and former Clark
police officer who ran for county
sheriff in 2013 as a Republican,
and Sean Benoit, an attorney,
both of whom are running on a
line with Ms. Todisco, a school
teacher.

The Republican slate is led by
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro for
mayor and council candidates
Kimberly Salmon and Jennifer A.
Sirak.

Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, is seek-
ing reelection to a third term on
the township committee. He will
face Republican Michael Petrucci,
who previously ran for township
committee in 2015.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic
incumbents on the township
council John Del Sordi, Jr. and
Rose Checchio and Republican
incumbent Llewellyn Jones,
deputy mayor, are not seeking
reelection. Democrats running for
township committee are Eliza-
beth C. Stamler, Roshan M. White
and Joshua G. Losardo. Republi-
can candidates are Andrew
Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi and
Jeff Kowalczak.

Fanwood Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker is seeking re-elec-
tion to a second term on the
Democratic ticket with newcomer
Patricia Walsh. She replaces Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar, who is not
seeking reelection. Brian Walter
is the only Republican candidate
to file for a council seat.

Mountainside Republican in-
cumbent council members
Wendy Fech-Caccamo and Rob-
ert W. Messler are seeking re-
election. Filing for the Demo-
crats is Anjali Mehrotra.

At the county level, the Union
County Democratic Committee has
endorsed Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded of Westfield and former
Roselle councilwoman Andrea
Staten along with seven-term in-
cumbent Al Mirabella, the Scotch
Plains municipal manager, as the
party’s Freeholder candidates. Ms.
Palmieri-Mouded ran unsuccess-
fully for the fourth ward seat on
the Westfield Town Council in 2015.
Incumbent Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh of Union was not endorsed
for another term and Freeholder
Bruce Bergen of Springfield opted
not to seek reelection.

They will face Linden residents
Alex Lospinoso, Patrick Gargano
and Kaiby Sandoval in the Demo-
cratic Primary.

The Union County Republican
Committee has picked Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor; Garwood Coun-
cilman Joseph Sarno and Peter
Kane of Summit as its freeholder
candidates.

In the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, five-term Republican incum-
bent Leonard Lance, of Lebanon,
is seeking reelection. Also filing
for the seat for the GOP are
Raafat Barsoom of Annandale,
Hunterdon County, and Lindsay
C. Brown of Clark.

On the Democratic side, Tom

Malinowski of Rocky Hill,
Somerset County, is the leading
candidate for his party’s nomina-
tion after four other candidates
dropped out of the race. Still in
the Democratic Primary race are
Goutam Jois of Summit and Pe-
ter Jacob of Pluckemin, who lost
to Mr. Lance in 2016.

In the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, two-term Democratic Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman, of Ewing, is seeking
reelection. Daryl Kipnis, an at-
torney from Somerset County, is
running on the Republican side.

At the top of the ballot this year
is United States Senate, where
two-term Sen. Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.), of Harrison, is seeking
reelection. Running against him
in the Democratic Primary are
Lisa A. McCormick of Rahway and
Antonio N. Sabas of Irvington.

Retired pharmaceutical execu-
tive Bob Hugin is running for the
GOP as are Dana Wafer of Wood
Ridge, Bergen County, and Brian
Goldberg of Livingston in Essex
County.

There is no Westfield municipal
election this year. The filing dead-
line for Independent candidates
in the General Election is Tues-
day, June 5, by 4 p.m.

The filing for school board candi-
dates is 4 p.m. on Monday, July 30.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
ACCIDENT AFTERMATH...An Easter morning accident on North Avenue in
Cranford necessitated closure of the eastbound lane of North Avenue near
Dunkin’ Donuts for several hours.

Conservancy Invites Public
To Learn ‘All About Owls’

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will present “All
About Owls” with The Raptor Trust
on Saturday, April 21, at 10 a.m.
Open to the public, this event will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

The program, featuring a live
owl, will offer an in-depth look at
the lives of these interesting and
often misunderstood birds of
camouflage. Attendees will learn
about the special adaptations that
make these nocturnal birds of
prey such amazing nighttime
hunters and get to know the
eight species of owls that can be
found right in New Jersey.

This program will last approxi-
mately 60 minutes and will in-
clude a PowerPoint presentation
and the appearance of a live bird.
It is recommended for second
graders through adults. A natu-

ralist/educator from The Raptor
Trust will present the program.

The Raptor Trust, located in
Millington, is a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to providing free
care and assistance to injured,
sick or orphaned wild birds. Its
aviaries house 50 non-releas-
able resident raptors, including
hawks, eagles, falcons, owls and
vultures. For more information,
visit theraptortrust.org.

Admission is $5 at the door. No
registration is required, but seat-
ing is limited, so early arrival is
recommended. This presentation
is sponsored by the Hanson Park
Conservancy, a nonprofit group
dedicated to developing and
maintaining Hanson Park and
providing the community with
educational programs and work-
shops. Further information is
available at
hansonparkconservancy.com.
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