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every play that we make and let
it go from there,” Schetelich com-
mented.

“I tried to eliminate walks.
That’s basically the worst part of
my game right now. If I stay
more consistent in the zone, I
think I can get a lot more guys
out instead of giving them free
bases,” Wilkinson said

“I just tell Dan, ‘You go pitch.’
He does an amazing job obvi-
ously. He has a very good
curveball. He throws really hard.
I just tell him if the ball gets hit
hard just leave that to the rest of
your team. He does an awesome
job and he pitched phenomenally
today,” Schetelich added.

Schetelich did indeed get to
prove that the team was behind
him in the third inning. Cougar
Mike Murphy (2-for-4) stepped to
the plate and hooked a leadoff
double to left. Jamie Shriner
walked and Mike Meola laid down
a sacrifice bunt that moved Shriner
to second, while Murphy held at
third. After Wilkinson fanned the
next batter, Connelly drilled a
liner towards left that appeared

destined to bring in two runs but
Shetelich made an incredible leap
to snag the shot and prevent two
runs from scoring.

“Honestly, I feel like we are
playing in a hot situation and the
game is intense, I kind of just ran
and jumped and sometimes you
get lucky and the ball ended in
my glove. My heart was beating.
I was just glad I caught it,”
Schetelich described.

“He made a nice play there and
you know Scotch Plains made
the plays when they had to,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery commented.

“That was just a tremendously
athletic play. He got up, he got
up,” Coach Higgins expressed.
“Sam played a great game today
in the field, at the plate. He has
become a leader for us. He’s had
a great preseason. He’s kind of
taking charge at shortstop.”

“The botton line is that when
we have chances to put runs
across, and we didn’t do that
early in the game, it came back
to haunt us. When you have situ-
ations where you have runners in

scoring positions and you don’t
execute, it comes back to bite
you and it did today,” Coach
McCaffery said.

The Raiders got into first-and-
third situations twice in the fourth
inning and their crafty base run-
ning paid off. Wilkinson sliced a
double to left and Schetelich
singled to center then stole sec-
ond. Pat Cuccurullo plopped an
RBI single into left then Tyler
Stines lofted an RBI sac fly to
right for a 3-0 lead.

“Our speed is going to carry us
this season a lot. I bet half the
lineup can beat out a weak ground
ball to shortstop because they
are just so fast. If that’s what it
takes us to get wins, then I will
take it all year,” Wilkinson said.

With Kipp on the mound,
Connelly whacked a leadoff
double to right, Katz was hit-by-
a-pitch and Mike McGee advanced
both runners on a sac bunt. Tyler
Szczech slashed a two-run single
to left then got into scoring posi-
tion himself by swiping second
and third bases but Kipp recov-
ered a hard grounder off his shoe

and fired to first for the third out.
The Cougars knotted the score

in the seventh when Mike Meola
slapped an opposite field double
to left and his pinch runner Chris
Guiditta scored on a passed ball.

In the bottom of the eighth,
Wilkinson hammered a leadoff
double to left, Zucker went in as
a pinch runner, Schetelich and
Cuccurullo walked to load the
bases with no outs then Stines
was hit-by-a-pitch to bring home
the winning run.

“We ran the bases well. We
played sloppy in general but I
can’t knock our base running to-
day. Guys were running hard and
making good decisions,” Coach
Higgins said. “Matt Zucker, as a
pinch runner, made a heads up
play getting to third base on a
ball that was in the dirt. Wasn’t
an easy one.”

“Coach Higgins does a great
job and their kids executed to-
day. They were able to get one
more run accross than us and
that’s why they won the game,”
Coach McCaffery said.

Next on the schedule would be

a trip to Westfield (slated for April
3) then a home game with Gover-
nor Livingston today, April 5.

“We are not a team that is just
going to lay down. Governor
Livingston is a big team. They
got a lot of guys going places but
I feel like when we walk into
games, we are not worried about
who is going where. We are go-
ing to play baseball. They got to
throw the ball, they got to hit the
ball and it’s a game once we get
out there,” Schetelich answered.

“We usually open with Westfield.
This game was moved up. It’s
nice to start out 1-0. Our division
is very tough. Obviously those
teams are going to be tough.
They are going to give us their
best. They are very talented teams
and there are always good games.
I am just trying to get them to go
one game at a time,” Coach
Higgins said.
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