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l'ennemi du journaliste

RAIDER SCHETELICH MAKES GAME-SAVING CATCH, COUGAR SZCZECH KNOCKS IN 2 RBI

Raiders Sting Cranford, 4-3, in 8-Inning Baseball Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Villanova bound pitchers
faced off against each other in
the opening season game be-
tween the Cranford Cougars and
the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball
team on March 31. Both pitchers,
Raider Danny Wilkinson and Cou-
gar Gordon Graceffo, performed
well but a spectacular catch by
shortstop Sam Schetelich, a few
timely hits and some opportunis-
tic base running enabled the Raid-
ers to come out on top with an

eight-inning, 4-3 victory.
Wilkinson pitched five innings

of shutout ball, recording nine
strikeouts, while walking three
and allowing four hits. Matt Kipp
relieved in the sixth and yielded
two runs on two hits and a hit
batter then Jake Friedman tossed
the seventh and eighth innings,
allowing one run on one hit and
one walk. Graceffo was on the
mound seven innings, allowing
three runs on eight hits and one
intentional walk, while striking
out nine. Kevin Donovan stepped
on the mound in the eighth in-

ning and yielded a run, one hit,
two walks and a hit batter.

“I just tried to outduel him pretty
much. He’s a really good pitcher.
He knows what he’s doing but I
think that we both did enough to
win the game. I am greatful
enough to come out on top,”
Wilkinson said.

Wilkinson also was productive
at the plate with a pair of oppo-
site field doubles that his pinch
runners Jonny Ramos and Matt
Zucker converted to runs

“I try to spray it to all fields
because if you are a dead pull
hitter, it’s going to be a lot harder
to hit the outside pitch. I try to hit
it the other way as much as I can
because if you hit it outside, they

have to come into you and that’s
when you pull it,” Wilkinson ex-
plained.

A large number of the hits did
go to the opposite field.

“I try to live outside for the
most part. Sometimes the guys
were hanging a little inside, so I
tried to bust them in,” Wilkinson
said.

The Raiders took advantage of
three opposite side hits in the
bottom of the first inning to score
a run, beginning with leadoff bat-
ter Willie Gale, who beat out an
infiend single and added a stolen
base. Dean Kirian dribbled an
infield single to put runners on
first and third then Mike Dieu
curled an RBI single just over
first base.

Wilkinson got into a jam in the
second inning when he walked

Jake DiClerico, Pat Connelly laid
down a bunt that resulted in a
throwing error and Connor Katz
beat out an infield dribbler to
load the bases with no one out.
But Wilkinson struck out the next
three Cougars to escape un-
harmed.

“There’s nobody tougher than
Danny in a tight spot. You look at
him, he a nice kid then you get on
the mound, he’s just nothing but
toughness. There’s never been a
situation that I don’t feel he’s
tough enough for. He threw more
pitches than we wanted him to in
the first few innings but he’s that
tough. And his stuff has gotten a
lot better,” Raider Head Coach
Joe Higgins said.

“We are behind Dan. There’s a
lot of energy. We just take that to
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