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It’s your Library … make the most of it  

It’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Meditation open to WML and       

MURAL cardholders. Sign up online 

at www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 908.789.4090 

option 0. Poetry open to All. 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library 

Presents Two Programs in April  

To Ease Your Mind, Body and Soul 

Meditation: An Antidote for Stress  
Wednesday, April 11 at 7:00 pm 

Experienced instructor Jim Rose teaches 
you how to create peace in your life      
despite the stress around you. 

Celebrate Spring and National  
Poetry Month with the  
Poets of Tiferet Journal  
Saturday, April 14 at 2:00 pm 

Be inspired by seven wonderful poets!   
Reception and Open Mic after the reading. 

OUT OF SIGHT

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

in

ADVERTISE         REGULARLY

DON’T LET YOUR BUSINESS BE

OUT OF MIND

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TRUSTED ADVERTISERS

THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Christopher Academy

Accredited by American Montessori Society

Admissions Open House

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com

Please join us for our

April 11
9:30 a.m.

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

908-322-4652

April 20
9:30 a.m.

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue

908-233-7447

NJ Festival Orchestra to
Hold Fundraising Gala

Keating Honored for VFW
Democracy Essay Comp.

Univ. of South Carolina
Announces Dean’s List

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Nine Westfield
residents have recently been named to
the Dean’s List at the University of
South Carolina for the 2017 Fall Se-
mester. Students recognized for this
honor include: Charles Baldwin,
Katherine Duffy, Jessica Keenan,
Brandon Leuthold, Garrett Mooney,
Zachary Rabinowitz, Rachel Vanecek,
Grace Venezia and Amy West.

The Dean’s List recognizes under-
graduate students with a grade point
average of 3.50 or higher earned on a
minimum of 12 credited semester
hours.

DEMOCRACY WINNER...Frank Chupko, former commander of the VFW in
Scotch Plains, left, congratulates Shaun Keating on placing first at the local and
county levels in the VFW Voice of Democracy essay competition. Also pictured are
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Principal of Union Catholic and Julius Gottilla,
faculty.

WESTFIELD – The Board of New
Jersey Festival Orchestra will be cel-
ebrating both the 35th anniversary of
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra,
and the 20th anniversary of its Music
Director David Wroe with its annual
gala under the theme, “An Emerald
Evening” on Saturday, April 28 at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

In making the announcement ear-
lier this week, Keith Hertell, Presi-
dent of the NJFO Board of Trustees,
also shared the news that Mercedes
Benz dealer Ray Catena of Union
will be the Gala Sponsor for the cel-
ebration which will include a mag-
nificent cocktail reception, gourmet
dinner, dancing, and live and silent
auctions.

“Congratulations to NJFO on their
two anniversaries! We are thrilled
and honored to be associated with
such a wonderful celebration and cru-
cial fundraising event,” remarked
Daniel Liguori, Ray Catena of Union’s
General Manager.

“There are very few suburban towns
across America with an orchestra of
the caliber of NJFO. We have been
constantly dazzled over the years by
its performances and we are delighted
to help ensure that Westfield and the
surrounding community will have
access to this fine music for many
years to come,” added John Weber,
Ray Catena Sales and Leasing Repre-
sentative.

“We invite the entire community to
put on their dancing shoes and join us
for a fabulous evening to celebrate
our two anniversaries,” said Mr.
Hertell. “This is a unique opportunity
to have fun and simultaneously sup-
port critical NJFO missions.

Mr. Hertell explained that proceeds
from the gala will help to ensure that
world class professional music will

continue to thrive in Westfield and
beyond. Monies raised will also sup-
port the NJFO mission to bring the
joy of music to underserved commu-
nities, develop music education pro-
grams for children, and bring music
therapy programs to hospitals and
hospices.

In addition to a 50/50 cash raffle,
the 2018 Gala will offer an array of
unique items and experiences for auc-
tion including get-away packages to
exotic locations, tickets to some of
the best theatre locations in NY and
NJ, premium ticket packages for
sporting events as well as eclectic
New York dining opportunities.

A silent auction of items donated
by over 70 local retailers, restaurants
and businesses will run throughout
the evening. The event will culminate
in the drawing of the winners for the
50-50 cash raffle. Raffle tickets may
be purchased at the NJFO office and
winners need not be present to claim
a prize.

In his statement, Mr. Hertell also
acknowledged the outstanding gen-
erosity of associate sponsors PNC
Wealth Management commenting,
“The arts are again taking a fiscal hit
this year and it is essential that we
rally to fill the gap in public funding
in order to continue the tradition of
offering professional live music within
our community.”

Invitations and raffle ticket order
forms have been mailed to NJ Festi-
val Orchestra subscribers and sup-
porters, but attendance is open to the
public.

To learn more about the event or to
purchase tickets which are available
on a first-come first-served basis, the
public is invited to go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org or to call
the NJFO office at (908) 232-9400.

Westfield Native to Appear
At Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will be hosting a Meet and
Greet for Michelle Dickinson-
Moravek, author of the memoir Break-
ing Into My Life on Saturday, April 7
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Breaking Into My Life is a brutally
candid memoir that chronicles the
impact that growing up with a men-
tally ill mother had on Ms. Dicinson-
Moravek and how that experience
continues to compromise her as an
adult. The book is painfully revealing
as it is uplifting and hopefully will
inspire many to realize that they can
overcome adversity in their lives as
well. Michelle wrote Breaking Into
My Life to help herself—along with
the rest of us—better understand the
world of mental illness and overall
elevate the conversation because with
conversation comes change. She

hopes that her story of perseverance
and triumph helps challenge and trans-
form the “suffer in silence” dynamic,
and make mental illness more under-
stood, treated and accepted.

Westfield Native, Ms. Dickinson-
Moravek is an associate director at
Johnson & Johnson, where she first
told her story of perseverance on the
TEDx Johnson & Johnson stage. Her
memoir offers a rare glimpse into a
young girl’s experience living with
and loving her bipolar mother. After
years of playing the role of child
caregiver, she embarked on her own
healing journey of self-discovery. She
emerged with a strong desire to turn
that challenge on its head and posi-
tively alter the mental health land-
scape. Michelle is out to raise aware-
ness and compassion for those strug-
gling with mental illness along with
those who care for them, so that more
people get the treatment and help they
need and deserve. She believes that
together we can eradicate the mental
health stigma once and for all.  

Meet Ms. Dickinson-Moravek at
The Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If you are unable to attend this event,
feel free to call The Town Book Store
at (908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of Breaking Into
My Life.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Shaun
Keating of Union Catholic was hon-
ored during a ceremony on March 26
for finishing in first place on both the
local and Union County levels, and
for placing second in the entire state
of New Jersey in the VFW (Veterans
of Foreign Wars) Voice of Democ-
racy Audio Essay competition.

Ms. Keating, a junior, received a
medal, a certificate and a $3,000
scholarship from Frank Chupko, the
past commander of the VFW Post
10122 in Scotch Plains.

The Voice of Democracy audio-es-
say competition, which requires a three
to five minute video, is open to stu-
dents in grades 9-12. Since 1947, the
Voice of Democracy has been the
VFW’s premier scholarship program.
Each year, almost 40,000 high school
students compete for more than $2
million in scholarships and incentives.

This year’s theme for the Voice of
Democracy was, “”American History:
Our Hope for the Future.”

 “I was really surprised,’’ Ms.
Keating said of finishing second in
the state. “It was incredible to finish
second, and I was almost speechless
when I found out. It was a fantastic

essay to participate in because I got to
combine history with patriotism. I
did some research, but I mainly de-
pended on a lot of what I’ve learned
this year in Mr. Sagendorf’s history
class. Since the topic was about how
America’s past will affect its future, I
talked about the American work ethic,
and I used what I’ve learned in Mr.
Sagendorf’s class to talk about the
dedication and perspiration that was
needed to create this country from the
ground up.’’

 Ms. Keating said being honored
by the veterans of our country meant
a lot.

“These are men and women who
fought for our country and are some
of the bravest people on earth,’’ said
Ms. Keating, who lives in Plainfield.
“So it was fantastic to be honored by
them. I can’t really be disappointed
that I didn’t finish first in the state
because I have an opportunity to come
back next year and try again to finish
first.’’

Keating is very active at Union
Catholic with Peer Ministry, the Per-
forming Arts Company, Forensics,
and is a member of the varsity basket-
ball team.

 Bennett Honored as Team
Member for Namibia Proj.

WORCESTER, Mass. – A team of
undergraduates from Worcester Poly-
technic Institute (WPI) were recently
honored as winners of the President's
IQP Awards. William Bennett of
Westfield, a member of the class of
2018, was a participant of the team.
Their project was titled A Recom-
mended Recycling Processing Sys-
tem for the Informal Waste Collec-
tors of Oshakati. In their project sum-
mary, the students wrote, "The goal
of this project was to increase the
earnings of informal waste collectors
(IWCs) in Oshakati, Namibia by rec-
ommending a recycling processing
system to add value to their collected
materials."

Awarded annually, the President's
IQP Award is given to student teams
whose Interactive Qualifying Project
(IQP) work is determined to be out-
standing in its focus on science, tech-
nology, and society. Hundreds of IQPs
are completed each year, and 50 are
submitted for consideration for the
annual award.

Of the five entries chosen as final-

ists, three were completed abroad in
Australia, Namibia, and Armenia
(Armenia hosted its inaugural projects
during the summer of 2017), and two
were completed in Worcester as part
of the Worcester Community Project
Center and Massachusetts Water Re-
source Outreach Project Center.

This year there were two winners:
the teams who completed their project
work in Armenia and Namibia. The
judges were impressed with the
breadth of work the teams completed,
their multidisciplinary solutions, and
the way they connected their work to
the sponsors' broader missions.

Laura Grace Streaman
Graduates from JMU
HARRISONBURG, Virg. – James

Madison University is pleased to an-
nounce the following students who
graduated during the December 16
commencement exercises.

Laura Grace Streaman of Westfield,
graduated with a degree in Media
Arts and Design.

Free Concert Given by the
Musical Club of Westfield

Third Annual Rockin’ For
Autism Music Festival Planned

WESTFIELD – The public is cor-
dially invited to attend a free concert set
for Wednesday, April 11 at 1:30 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
170 Elm Street. Given by members of
the Musical Club of Westfield and
guests, this event is one in a series of
free monthly concerts mounted by the
club, which is now celebrating its 102nd
season.

Soprano Ellen Goff Entriken will
open the concert will begin with
Mozart’s Exsultate, jubilate accompa-
nied by pianist Mary Beth McFall. The
motet follows a formal pattern little
changed from that of the early eigh-
teenth century Italian motet: two da
capo arias framing a brief recitative,
followed by a brilliant “Alleluia.” The
formidable virtuosity of the opening
Allegro and the concluding Alleluia are
set off by the elegant, cantabile middle
movement (Andante) “Tu virginum
corona.” The great contrast of mood
and style required of the singer contin-
ues as a benchmark of technical and
expressive achievement. One of the
most confident and exuberant of

Mozart’s early works, Exsultate, jubi-
late has justifiably remained one of his
most popular works and a glittering
showcase for generations of sopranos.

In the second section of the concert,
pianist Sophia Agranovich will first
play Frédéric Chopin’s Scherzo No. 1
in B minor, Op. 20. This will be fol-
lowed by two pieces by composer Franz
Liszt’s: Transcendental Étude No. 4 in
D minor, “Mazeppa”, and Concert
Étude No. 3 in D-flat major “Un
sospiro”.

The final selections of the afternoon’s
music will feature Jenny Cline on pic-
colo and Robert Romano on bass clari-
net. The duo will perform music by
contemporary composer Daniel Dorff:
Two Cats, 1. Hootie 2. Tiki and  Zoe and
Xena (A romp in the park for a choco-
late lab puppy and a golden retriever).
Mr. Romano is a Guest Artist.

The audience is invited to a reception
following each concert to enjoy light
refreshments and to meet the artists.

For more information about mem-
bership in the club can be found by
visiting musicalclubofwestfield.org.

FANWOOD –  In preparation for
Autism Awareness Month, the Rockin’
For Autism Music Festival announced
the line-up of musical acts, food trucks,
performers and other activities for its
third annual event, which will be Satur-
day, April 14 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. in
Fanwood’s LaGrande Park (200
LaGrande Avenue). In addition, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-
ball Association will host its Opening
Day Ceremony at 1:30 p.m.

Rockin’ For Autism is the brainchild
of 16-year-old Fanwood resident
Mallory Banks, who since 2011 has
raised more than $35,000 in honor of
her brother, Ethan (age 18), and all
those affected by autism spectrum dis-
order. Miss Banks, an Autism Aware-
ness Junior Ambassador for the past
seven years, consistently ranks among
the top young adults in New Jersey who
raise money for Autism Awareness
Month. Last year’s music festival raised
more than $13,000.

“Rockin’ for Autism 2018 is going to
be awesome because we’ve added more
music, more food, more prizes and lots
of fun activities so that everyone has a
great time,” said Mallory, a sophomore
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
“Autism awareness is really important
to me and my family, and our goal is to
raise even more money than last year so
that we can keep helping other New
Jersey families who are impacted by
Autism.”

The musical line-up for this year’s
Rockin’ For Autism Music Festival in-
cludes: Anthem, Patrick Bamburak,
Good Works, Three Piece Nugget,
Leave The Gun, the Bryan Hansen
Band, and Fanwood’s own singer/
songwriter Eric Harrison. Additional
performers include Sami Gootman,
Matt Levine, the Cindy Smith Dance
Studio and renowned music therapist
Jammin’ Jenn.

Festival attendees will enjoy edibles
and refreshments provided by nine food
trucks and local restaurants.

Kids will also enjoy an obstacle
course from Child’s Play Challenge
Courses, therapy dogs from Creature
Comfort Pet Therapy, a soccer clinic
run by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team, a stilt-walk-
ing balloon artist, The Caped Crusader,
Sparky – the Somerset Patriots’ mas-
cot, and more. The ‘Chill Zone’ quiet
room will provide respite for those in
need of a low-stimulation environment.

As with past events, Rockin’ For
Autism will offer dozens of great prizes
in its massive merchant tricky tray raffle,
but this year will feature a silent auction
for signed sports memorabilia from the
New York Giants and Yankees, Super
Bowl Champion Philadelphia Eagles
and other local teams. The festival will
also host a variety of booths and exhib-
its from local merchants, service pro-
viders and various non-profit organiza-
tions.
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