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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What appeared to have the mark-
ings of a potential rout by No. 1
ranked Delbarton shifted in momen-
tum during the second quarter then
turned dramatically in favor of the
home team in the third quarter during
the season-opening game between the
Green Wave and the No. 3 ranked
Westfield Blue Devils at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on March 28.

But with 4:35 remaining in the fourth
quarter, Delbarton managed to shake
off a 9-9 deadlock with a goal by Matt
Campbell then added another by Mike
Long with less than two minutes on
the clock to salvage an 11-9 victory.

Throughout the game faceoff spe-
cialist Nick Ramsey gave the Green
Wave a distinct advantage in posses-
sion by winning the majority of the
faceoffs and the Blue Devils were
especially caught off guard in the first

quarter. Within the first six minutes,
Delbarton seized a 3-1 lead then ex-
tended it to 5-2 by the time the
scoreboard made its buzzing sound to
end the quarter.

“He was very good,” commented
Blue Devil Head Coach Pat Tuohy of
Ramsey. “And we are still working
out there. Tanner Devin last year did
a great job. He’s repeating again this
year. Then Griffin Aslanian showed

McLANE NOTCHES 3 GOALS, 4 ASSISTS; WORNOW 3 GOALS, ASSIST; RITTENDALE 2 GOALS; BOND GOAL, ASSIST

Green Wave Survives Scare; Nips Blue Devil Lax Boys, 11-9
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SCHETELICH GAME SAVING CATCH, SZCZECH 2 RBI

Raiders Sting Cranford, 4-3,
In 8-Inning Baseball Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Villanova bound pitchers faced
off against each other in the opening
season game between the Cranford
Cougars and the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team on March 31. Both pitchers,
Raider Danny Wilkinson and Cougar
Gordon Graceffo, performed well but
a spectacular catch by shortstop Sam
Schetelich, a few timely hits and some
opportunistic base running enabled
the Raiders to come out on top with an
eight-inning, 4-3 victory.

Wilkinson pitched five innings of
shutout ball, recording nine strikeouts,
while walking three and allowing four

hits. Matt Kipp relieved in the sixth
and yielded two runs on two hits and
a hit batter then Jake Friedman tossed
the seventh and eighth innings, allow-
ing one run on one hit and one walk.
Graceffo was on the mound seven
innings, allowing three runs on eight
hits and one intentional walk, while
striking out nine. Kevin Donovan
stepped on the mound in the eighth
inning and yielded a run, one hit, two
walks and a hit batter.

“I just tried to outduel him pretty
much. He’s a really good pitcher. He
knows what he’s doing but I think that
we both did enough to win the game.
I am greatful enough to come out on
top,” Wilkinson said.

Wilkinson also was productive at
the plate with a pair of opposite field
doubles that his pinch runners Jonny
Ramos and Matt Zucker converted to
runs scored.

“I try to spray it to all fields because
if you are a dead pull hitter, it’s going
to be a lot harder to hit the outside
pitch. I try to hit it the other way as
much as I can because if you hit it
outside, they have to come into you
and that’s when you pull it,” Wilkinson
explained.

A large number of the hits did go to
the opposite field.

“I try to live outside for the most
part. Sometimes the guys were hang

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP...Left photo – Blue Devil goalkeeper Jack McCauley tries to defelct a Green Wave shot. Right photo – Blue Devil defenders Matt Mineo, No. 13, Pat McIlroy, No. 10, and a teammate put the pinch on a Delbarton Green Wave.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING SECOND BASE...Cougar Jamie Shriner swipes second base just before Raider shortstop Sam Schetelich makes
the tag in the first inning at Scotch Plains on March 31. The Raiders won an eight-inning thriller, 4-3.
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