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Complaints From People Who In
Office Did Not Exactly Do A Great Job

Rich, isn’t it, the complaints against
President Trump we are getting from
people who in office did not exactly
do a great job!

No partisan letter this!
Former President Jimmy Carter,

whose Iranian policy was a disaster
and who did not stop the Soviet Union
from invading Afghanistan, says Presi-
dent Trump made “the worst mistake”
by appointing John Bolton the new
national security advisor.

Former President Obama of “If you
like your health care plan, you can
keep it” is critical of President Trump’s
health care reforms.

Former Vice-President Biden threat-
ens President Trump with “If we were
in high school, I’d take him behind the
gym and beat the hell out of him,” but
never stood up to Syria’s Assad and
North Korea’s Kim Jong-un.

Jake Sullivan, the senior govern-
ment advisor on the Iran nuclear deal
opines, “It’s very difficult to overes-
timate the potential danger John
Bolton could put us in.”

Mrs. Clinton of illegal e-mail in-
famy told an audience in Mumbai that
the United States does not “deserve”
President Trump.

Former President George W. Bush,
who criticized President Trump, mis-
managed federal Hurricane Katrina
relief and prematurely declared fur-
ther major military operations were
not needed in Iraq.

Former Speaker Nancy Pelosi of
“You have to pass the bill so you can
find out what is in it” told her caucus
“Let the attention be on his slobbery
self” when President Trump was to
gave his state of the union address.

All the while the United States has
an enormous trade deficit, the Ameri-
can nuclear deterrent is aging, China
is on the march, Putin is more threat-
ening than ever, Iran and North Korea

pose nuclear threats with missiles be-
ing developed to strike the United
States, and massive human rights vio-
lations continue!

American manufacturing has col-
lapsed. There is the long-standing farm
recession. More than 95 million adult
Americans are not working. Some 44
million Americans need supplemental
nutrition assistance. Around 41 mil-
lion Americans live in poverty! More
than 500,000 Americans experience
homelessness on a given night. Thou-
sands of veterans have committed sui-
cide. The country’s infrastructure is
crumbling. American student perfor-
mance does meet international stan-
dards. The national debt exceeds $20
trillion.

The famous musician Prince said,
“I like constructive criticism from
smart people.” Who then are all these
critics of the 45th President who when
they were on the job did not always
do sterling work?

President Trump is not perfect but
which President was? Lincoln sus-
pended the writ of habeas corpus.
Buchanan did not address slavery or
stop secession, Truman unconstitu-
tionally nationalized the steel indus-
try. FDR did nothing to stop The
Holocaust. Hoover did not end the
Great Depression? JFK botched the
Bay of Pigs invasion. LBJ failed in
Vietnam. Clinton was silent during
the Rwandan genocide. Nixon ob-
structed justice. Harding was plagued
by scandal. Wilson failed to gain
American entry into the League of
Nations. Madison mishandled the War
of 1812. Jefferson and Jackson sup-
ported forced removal of indigenous
Americans from their tribal lands.

There’s something called deference!
Stephen Schoeman
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Remodeling your home can
increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your
homeowners insurance policy.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
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policy.
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palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
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The Garwood Democrats Find
Themselves With Two Slates

In light of recent events within the
Garwood Democratic Party, it is nec-
essary to explain to voters how the
Party has arrived at the position it is
where two ‘Democratic’ slates are on
the June 5 primary ballot:

Registered Garwood Democrats vote
every two years for two committee
members – a male and a female – from
each district to form the Garwood City
Committee (GCC). The main function
of these eight elected officials is to
select – as per a process defined by its
bylaws and followed this year – those
running for elective office on the Regu-
lar Garwood Democratic Party (RGDP)
line.

Both Mayor Charles Lombardo and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco submit-
ted their names for the Mayoral posi-
tion in accordance with the adopted
GCC process. Both Charles and Sara
serve on the GCC, but neither was
allowed to vote. The GCC interviewed
both candidates on February 18, and
after much discussion, selected Mayor
Lombardo to run for reelection. Two
weeks later, the GCC met again to
interview the two candidates – Jennyfer
Guerrero and Vincent Kearney – who
had submitted their names for the two
council seats. The GCC – including
Councilwoman Todisco – interviewed
and supported them both unanimously.
Thus, by March 4 the Garwood Demo-
cratic Party had its candidate slate for
mayor and council.

When Lombardo-Guerrero-Kearney
campaign members sought primary pe-
tition signatures on March 17, Coun-
cilwoman Todisco would not sign. We
learned that Councilwoman Todisco
had organized a behind the scenes cam-
paign with other Garwood Democrats,
including two residents to run for coun-
cil with her who had not submitted
their names for the GCC interview
process. One running mate had
switched from the Republican to the
Democratic Party on February 22. This
campaign had already prepared a letter
to the editor announcing the campaign
and created flyers for distribution to
Democratic residents’ homes. They also
kept the funds from the 2017 council
campaign, which funds had always

previously been returned to the
Garwood Democratic Club for future
campaigns. All this while the GCC
thought that only their selected candi-
dates were running, the campaign had
not prepared anything, or raised cam-
paign funds because the candidates
were running unopposed. This is the
first time that a person who went
through the GCC process but was not
selected, chose to run on their own
without telling the GCC.

While many of us thought that Coun-
cilwoman Todisco might run for other
elective office someday, only a select
few Democrats were in on her decision,
as it was kept secret from the GCC.
There was no open discussion – no
transparency – as to what was best for
the Garwood Democratic Party -short
or long term, the ramification of having
two candidate slates, or future implica-
tions for those running for office.

Councilwoman Todisco is of course
free to run at any time for any elective
position that she desires. At some fu-
ture time, the GCC might very well
have supported her for mayor, or some
other office. The GCC, however, can-
not and does not support her in this
campaign. She and her running mates
– who did not follow the adopted selec-
tion process – are not running with the
GCC support, nor are they running on
the RGDP line. They are running ‘off
line’ because they are not the official
GCC selected candidates.

The Garwood Democratic Club has
chosen to suspend its meetings for two
months as it could not meet with such
conflict in its ranks. Many club mem-
bers had previously supported Coun-
cilwoman Todisco’s campaigns. We
cannot do so this time. After the pri-
mary vote, our two competing sides are
expected to come together and support
whoever registered Garwood Demo-
cratic voters support.

The Charles Lombardo, Jennyfer
Guerrero and Vincent Kearney team
promise to run a clean, fact based and
transparent campaign. We look for the
support of all registered Garwood
Democrats on June 5th.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Baloney; Puppy Mill Is A Descriptive,
Not A Legal Term

The Westfield Council’s effort to pass
an ordinance banning future pet stores
from selling dogs or cats is a compassion-
ate, business-savvy move. Westfield
wants to join 120 other New Jersey mu-
nicipalities in saying its values do not
include being complicit with a business
model that profits from tortured and dead
dogs in puppy mills.

Now, when there is no store in town
selling dogs, is the perfect time to pass this
ordinance. Why leave Westfield vulnerable
to a situation like East Hanover, which
spent over $90,000 in taxpayer money to
close down a horrific store.

In the past 2 1/2 years, seven stores
have been shut down by the municipality
they operate in because of health code
and/or animal cruelty violations.

The pet stores say they don’t get their
dogs from puppy mills. They said it in
California before it passed a similar state-
wide law and they said it in Boston and
Chicago and Pittsburgh and Philadelphia
and scores of other cities before they
passed their ordinances. They’re saying it
in Maryland, where a similar bill has
passed the house.

That argument is a ruse. They say their
breeders can’t be puppy mills because
they’re licensed by the USDA. Baloney.
Puppy mill is a descriptive, not a legal
term. Consider these quotes taken di-
rectly from USDA inspection reports of
breeders that have done business with
New Jersey pet stores:

“In the outdoor enclosure containing
18 dogs, there were seven with open
wounds on the tops of their ears from flies
biting them.”

“Three shiba inus heavily infested with
ticks/external parasites. The ticks were
observed to be concentrated on the face,

ears and in between the toes of their feet.”
“A 10-year old male Pomeranian was

observed excessively salivating. Closer
observation revealed the animal did not
have any teeth and the jaw bone on the left
side was partially missing and detached
from the gums, leaving the bone exposed.”

“Facility had listed in program of vet-
erinary care the routine method of eutha-
nasia as ‘gunshot in the brain at close
range.”

There are scores more. The relation-
ship is indisputable.

Twenty-four of the top 25 pet store
chains in the nation don’t sell dogs. The
industry is thriving.

This is not a question of over regula-
tion. Cigarette vending machines are
banned in Westfield because the council
felt a business shouldn’t make money on
the backs of minors.

This is not a question of restricting
choice. There are thousands of dogs avail-
able for adoption within a half-hour drive,
including breed-specific rescues. The
New Jersey Federation of Dog Clubs
represents 80 different breeds. These
people care about where their dogs end
up, and would never sell them to a pet
store. No responsible breeder would.

This is about cruelty and taking local
action because federal and state laws have
failed to prevent it. When 26 of 29 stores
are fined by the state for violating the law,
and two-thirds of them are found to be
purchasing puppies from USDA licensed
breeders with multiple and severe viola-
tions of the Animal Welfare Act, some-
thing needs to be done.

Larry Cohen
Fanwood

Volunteer for The Humane Society
Westfield High School class of 1977


