
Page 4  Thursday, April 5, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Not To Be April Fooled

Westfield’s 2018 Budget Presented
To the Public on March 27th

Just read her article in The Leader
today about the structure to be built in
Tamaques Park. This is very obvi-
ously an April Fool’s joke but it is not
in the least funny. I had to go back two
times and read it. I am a fifty-year
resident of Westfield and my blood
pressure went up when I read it for the
first time.

Our taxes are big enough at this

time in our lives and when I read this
I had dollar signs in front of my eyes.

Articles like this should not be pub-
lished. You could give some people a
heart attack. Please leave our park as
it is......

Margaret Burgdorf
Westfield

Last Tuesday (March 27th) during
our council meeting, I, as chair of the
Finance Committee, which includes
Councilpersons David Contract,
JoAnn Neylan and Doug Stokes, pre-
sented the 2018 budget to the public,
and the Council voted 8-1 in support
of it. The primary budget objective
this year was to control the tax liabil-
ity of our residents while investing in
line with Mayor Brindle’s strategic
goals of (1) enhancing communica-
tion and transparency; (2) improving
services and operating efficiencies;
(3) improving the general business
climate and growing non-property tax
revenues; and (4) engaging the com-
munity.

At the start of the process, the Fi-
nance Committee was presented with
large increases in non-discretionary
costs for 2018. Amounts owed in debt
service, pension contributions and in
assessments to the Raritan Valley
Sewerage Authority, among other
things, increased by $1.15 million.
Fortunately, after extensive meetings
with the heads of 17 different depart-
ments, we achieved reductions in al-
most every operating budget. In addi-
tion, we have identified funding
sources that can offset costs, discussed
strategies for saving money over the
long term and aligned thinking around
achieving highly efficient town op-
erations across the board.

In fact, we are already saving money
and offsetting costs in many ways.
Here are a few prime examples:

The new open RFQ process will
net $25k in savings per annum for
legal counsel, $40K in savings per
annum for risk management and $9K
in savings for court staff

Continuing the practice of renting
out retired police vehicles to monitor
construction sites is expected to gen-
erate more than $200k in profits per
year

Investments in our DPW opera-
tions resulted in a $80K reduction in
vehicle maintenance costs in 2017
(16 percent decrease) and will con-
tinue as we are increasingly able to
service our own police and public
works’ vehicles

Hiring an engineering inspector will
allow us to more fully enforce the
fees and fines in our building ordi-
nance, which is expected to more
than cover his/her salary and benefits
costs

These savings are being reinvested
in Westfield’s future so that you, the
taxpayer, will benefit. New invest-
ments in 21st century equipment and
technology are being made, but al-
ways with the objective of delivering
better results while keeping tax rates
as flat as possible. By taking this
strategic approach, the Finance Com-
mittee will be presenting a budget
with a levy increase of only .52 per-

cent, far less than the rate of inflation
and only $1.50/month per household
on average.

I’m sure you are curious what made
our list of strategic investments this
year. Here are some highlights:

Two new street sweepers, a plow
truck and a bucket truck to improve
DPW street cleaning, plowing, and
tree maintenance

New street paving/patching equip-
ment to reduce reliance on paving
subcontractors

Technology upgrades that will en-
able live streaming of public meet-
ings

New app to drive service efficien-
cies by enabling online reporting for
things like potholes, outages and
plowing needs

Proactive sewer cleaning down-
town to minimize pipe clogging and
basement flooding for businesses

A part-time public information of-
ficer to oversee the website and all
town communication functions,
thereby eliminating need for outside
consultants

New, refreshed website that will
allow for greater interaction with resi-
dents including additional online pay-
ment options for most town services

A signature autumn town event that
will showcase Westfield, our busi-
nesses and generate revenue.

Additionally, with funds built up in
the capital fund, we aim to increase
the miles of roads to be paved in 2018
from approximately 4.4 to 6.7.

We will do all this while paying
down our debts, maintaining a very
healthy balance sheet, and continuing
to hold a surplus of $10 million, all
criteria that the rating agencies con-
sider key in affirming a AAA bond
rating.

It’s an exciting time to live in and
work in Westfield! I am very proud of
the diligence that the Finance Com-
mittee brought to the budget process
this year, and the resulting benefits
for our entire community. We also all
owe a huge debt of gratitude to Jim
Gildea, our town administrator, and
Scott Olson, our CFO, for their long
hours expertly guiding us through the
process.

The formal presentation of the bud-
get that Mayor Brindle, Jim Gildea
and I gave at the meeting on the 27th
and the official detailed budget itself
are both available on the town website
(www.westfieldnj.gov). Please take a
look and send questions our way via
budget@westfieldnj.gov. In addition,
we will take questions at the April
10th meeting. Please join us in the
Council Chambers at 8 p.m. or watch
the livestream on Mayor Brindle’s
Facebook page.

Linda Habgood
Councilwoman for Ward One

Happy Memories
Of Having Lived

Close To Westfield
As a former Union County resident

who volunteers for NJ Schnauzer
Rescue Network, I’m proud of the
fact that Westfield, Garwood,
Cranford and other Union County
towns are filled with parks suitable
for dog walking, and that many of my
Schnauzer Rescue colleagues either
live in Union County or used to live in
Union County.

I’d like to move back to Cranford
again. NJ Schnauzer Rescue Network
is currently seeking animal transport
drivers who can pick up dogs from
shelters and drive the dogs to the
homes of qualified dog lovers who
don’t drive. NJ Schnauzer Rescue
Network has saved countless dogs
from the Animal Care and Control
shelters of New York City.

I’m grateful to God to be a Jersey
girl and a member of NJ Schnauzer
Rescue Network, and a Cranford
woman, even though I moved to Lake-
wood from my hometown of
Cranford. Some people call me
“Martha von Schnauzer” and “the
Cranford Schnauzer lady.” Thank God
for happy memories of having lived
close to Westfield.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood, NJ

I Was Duped
When I read the story that a high

rise-parking garage is to be built in
the middle of Tamaques park, I was
stunned. I lived in Westfield 40 years,
and I coached and watched hundreds
of games there. Then I realized it is
the April Fools edition. So, you got
me. I was duped.

“Pave paradise and put up a park-
ing lot” DUH!

Bill Monninger
High Star Ranch, Utah

Friends of Mindowaskin
Receive Mathewson Award

WESTFIELD — The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park were presented
the Fay S. Mathewson Award at the
New Jersey Recreation and Park As-
sociation (NJRPA) Annual Awards
Dinner in Atlantic City on March 6.
Present to accept the award on behalf
of the Friends of Mindowaskin was
20-year member, and current Presi-
dent, Debby Burslem.

Mindowaskin Park was named in
honor of one of the original Native-
American tribe members. In 1907 “The
deed for Clark’s Lake, purchased for
$2,000 raised by the subscription (do-
nation) of 250 citizens of the town, was
presented to the Council by Council-
man A.L. Russell, a member of the Park
Commission.” Mindowaskin Park was
formally dedicated on June 1, 1918.

Mindowaskin is a picturesque 12.5-
acre park situated between the
Westfield Municipal Building and a
historic church. The open space at
Mindowaskin supports numerous pas-
sive activities including bird watch-
ing, fishing, a bandstand for outdoor
concerts, walking paths and natural
areas for photo opportunities as well
as an active children’s play area.

The park wasn’t always as beauti-
ful as it is today. The Friends of
Mindowaskin, a 501(c)(3) corpora-

tion, was formally established in 1992
as a board of volunteers dedicated to
preserving the passive nature of the
property, and to advocate for a long-
term public/private partnership with
the Town of Westfield to preserve the
land and enhance its natural beauty.

Since the establishment of the
Friends of Mindowaskin, the organi-
zation has notched numerous accom-
plishments. In 1994 the Friends Com-
mittee raised nearly $400,000 for the
installation of a new playground, park
benches, lights and landscaping
throughout the park. Since then, the
Friends have repaired underground
drainage, top dressed and seeded
nearly six acres of the park, installed
the Bluestone and Granite Memory
Walk in front of the bandstand, and
most recently in 2016 and 2017 the
town restored and rehabilitated the
park’s centerpiece pond, a project
that included dredging and shoreline
restoration.

In preparation of the park’s Cen-
tennial Celebration beginning this
June, restoration of the property will
continue with a new playground ad-
dition, gardens and pathway refur-
bishment, lighting improvements and
a new pocket park area all scheduled
to be completed in 2018.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Streel – To drag
2. Cleg – The great horsefly
3. Ferraginous – Mixed or jumbled
4. Faitour – An imposter; a rogue

SINGULTUS
1. A hoisting bucket in a well or mine
2. Narrow-minded; set in one’s ways
3. A sneeze
4. A hiccup

LAZARETTO
1. A public hospital for lepers
2. A secret place of hiding; a den
3. A reception room
4. A churchyard gate, with a roof under

which a coffin can be set
TROPHIC

1. Having to do with victory, such as
with athletics

2. Having to do with nutrition
3. Devoted to exercise and good health
4. Pertaining to an orchard or garden

TAUBE
1. Rust-colored
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A type of German monoplane hav-

ing pigeon-shaped wings
4. Dewy; moist

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Democrats Clearing Field In
7th In Effort to Unseat Lance

As we head into the mid-term elections, it appears
Democrats have made it their mission to go hard to
recapture the majority in Congress for the first time
in eight years. Counting on what they view as an
unpopular Presidency, they believe that with a coor-
dinated effort, they can pick up the 26 seats they need
to achieve this feat. But in order to do so the
establishment is doing its best to clear out the com-
petition in primaries to ensure the party’s choices —
usually those with lots of campaign cash — are the
ones facing Republican incumbents in November.

Locally, we are seeing this in the 7th Congres-
sional District, a district represented by Republican
Leonard Lance since 2008. Over the last two months,
Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield, Scott Salmon of
Scotch Plains, Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights and
David Pringle of Cranford have all dropped out of
the race, leaving Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill the
clear front-runner to face five-term Congressman
Lance. In our view, it looks like both Ms. Mandelblatt
and Ms. Weber were pushed to suspend their cam-
paigns as the party wanted Mr. Malinowski, a former
assistant secretary of state in the Obama Administra-
tion, to face Congressman Lance.

“At a time when the nation is clamoring for new
voices, for women, for environmentalists, for people
of color, they are the first people the system casts
aside...Candidates are viewed almost exclusively

through a fund-raising prism. Whoever raises the
most money is seen as the best candidate. Fundraising
consumes up to seven hours of a candidate’s day. We
need public financing for campaigns and competi-
tive races. Organizational politics confines candi-
date selection decisions to too few people in an
opaque process. Our big D Democratic Party needs
to be more small d democratic,” Mr. Pringle said in
his exit announcement.

Calling the process unfair to candidates, Mr. Pringle
told newjerseyglobe.com in March, “Democrats
should’ve learned by now the more unfair the pro-
cess the harder it is to unite.”

“Primaries are for vetting candidates, giving regu-
lar voters not just party insiders the chance to decide,
and prepping for the fall,” Mr. Pringle said.

At the Union County Republican Convention on
March 10, Victoria Jakelsky, representing the Brian
Goldberg for Senate Campaign, going up against the
establishment candidate for U.S. Senate, Bob Hugin,
had a similar sentiment. She said, “time and time and
time again the New Jersey establishment tells us
who to vote for.”

Candidates also know that their best chance of
winning is by running as a Democrat or Republican.
And if they lose, they can’t run as an Independent in
the General Election due to the so-called sore-losers
law.

National Library Week: Come
‘Check Out’ All Libraries Offer

Imagine a realm where stories, music and knowl-
edge spanning millennia are as close as your finger-
tips. Imagine a place where you can learn new
skills, relax and enjoy favorite pastimes and make
new friends, all under one roof. Imagine it all
happening right in your own neighborhood. Actu-
ally, you don’t have to imagine it at all. It’s already
here — your local library.

The week of April 8 to 14 marks the 60th anniver-
sary of National Library Week. Sponsored annu-
ally in April by the American Library Association
and libraries throughout the United States, it was
inaugurated in 1958 in response to research that
showed a decline in book reading among Ameri-
cans in favor of other leisure options, according to
the American Library Association website, ala.org.
The week was established “to celebrate the contri-
butions of our nation’s libraries and librarians and
to promote library use and support,” as stated by the
American Library Association.

The National Library Week theme this year,
“Libraries Lead,” is one reflected year round by the
public libraries of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford and Garwood,
together with those of neighboring communities.
In addition to their vast collections of books, peri-
odicals and audio-visual materials, as well as
Internet access, our local libraries offer program-
ming geared to all ages, interests and abilities.

Offerings run the gamut from story times for the
youngest children to programming for senior citi-

zens, and include youth summer reading and activi-
ties throughout the year; book clubs; film screen-
ings, live musical performances and art exhibits;
guest speakers; demonstrations and hands-on in-
struction covering myriad topics, along with pro-
gramming specifically tailored to special-needs popu-
lations such as those with autism.

Our libraries have been there for us in other
important capacities as well, such as in the after-
math of Superstorm Sandy, when residents found
a haven within library walls in which to stay warm
and feel safe, recharge their devices and regroup
among their neighbors.

National Library Week salutes not only libraries
but the administrators, staff and supporters who
together form the life blood of these institutions.
Our libraries would not be the state-of-the-art,
community hubs they are without these many
dedicated employees and volunteers who keep
them operating. Among their ranks are the highly
active library Friends organizations that support
and advance library inventory and programs
through their book sales and other fund-raising
endeavors. As part of this year’s week-long cel-
ebration, Tuesday, April 10, is designated as Na-
tional Library Workers Day.

In conjunction with the upcoming observance of
National Library Week, we encourage all residents to
regularly visit their local libraries and discover all
they have to offer. Don’t just imagine what you’ll find
there; go “check it out,” and let your imagination soar!


