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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LARGE SURPLUS...Scott Olsen, Westfield’s chief financial officer, explains to
town council members last week the reason for keeping the town’s surplus level at
$10 million. The town council is using $4.5 million of a total surplus of $14.5 million
to offset property taxes of $28 million in the municipal budget.

ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Watson Coleman Seeking
Third Term in 12th District

EWING – “We have a lot more to
get done,” said Rep. Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton) on Mon-
day after filing her petitions for re-
election to serve as the representative
for the 12th Congressional District.
The Congresswoman represents parts
of Mercer, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties, including Fanwood
and most of Scotch Plains, and has
received the backing of their Demo-
cratic organizations in her Primary
campaign. Primary Election Day is
Tuesday, June 5.

Rep. Watson Coleman cited the
ongoing battle to end gun violence
and the need to make sure every child
has the opportunity to receive a high-
quality education as just two of the
reasons she is seeking another term.

“I believe every person should
have access to affordable health care,

every child should have the right to
a great public education and we
should all be free of gun violence,”
said Congresswoman Watson
Coleman. “We’ve fought hard, but
we have a lot more to get done. Now,
more than ever, we need to make
sure we stay strong on the frontlines
and don’t allow the current
administration’s hateful rhetoric and
debilitating policies to further di-
vide our country. Together we are
stronger and I look forward to work-
ing even harder over these next weeks
to make sure we take the first step in
earning another term so that we may
continue the fight.”

Rep. Watson Coleman was first
elected to represent the 12th Con-
gressional District in 2014 and is the
first black woman to ever represent
New Jersey in Congress.

Kean: Sweeney Inconsistent
On N.J.’s High Tax Burden

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st) said
he was not surprised that Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) is now backing off a
massive business tax increase that he
had proposed just weeks ago.

“The only thing that’s consistent
about the Senate President’s approach
to addressing New Jersey’s high tax
burden is his inconsistency,” said Mr.
Kean. “He pushed for raising income
taxes for years, which we forcefully
opposed, but suddenly changed his
mind. He recently proposed hitting
employers with the highest business
taxes in the country, which we also
opposed, and again he changed his
mind just as abruptly. This constant
uncertainty in future costs serves to
drive families and employers from
New Jersey, even if the harmful taxes
are never actually implemented. New
Jerseyans need more consistency from
their leaders.”

According to the Senate Republi-
cans press office, Governor Phil
Murphy now estimates this proposal
would cost taxpayers $765 million if
implemented for the upcoming fiscal
year. Senate President Sweeney re-
cently changed course by proposing
to make New Jersey’s business tax
rate the highest in the nation, adding
an additional $657 million burden on
the state’s employers, according to
the release.

“This vacillating by the Senate
President on $1.4 billion in proposed
tax increases sends a chill down the
spine of every family and business
that’s doing a budget,” Mr. Kean said.
“I’ve repeatedly said that New Jersey
needs a consistent policy of reducing
taxes if we are to compete for trans-
formative projects like Amazon’s
HQ2 that could bring tens of thou-
sands of high-paying jobs to New
Jersey. The Senate President’s hap-
hazard approach is the exact opposite
of what we should be doing.”

Mr. Kean also noted that the Senate
President recently commented that
he may need Senate Republican sup-
port to pass other affordability re-
forms that he does not have the sup-
port of his own Senate Democratic
caucus to pass.

“Senate Republicans have always
led the effort to make New Jersey
more affordable, even when the Sen-
ate President and his Democratic
caucus stood in the way,” added Mr.
Kean. “How many times have Demo-
crats actively blocked our Republi-
can efforts to bring sick leave and
health benefits reforms up for Sen-
ate votes? Too many times to count.
So let’s be clear about one thing. If
the Senate President has suddenly
had a change of heart about working
to help rather than hurt New Jersey
taxpayers, he’ll be joining our years-
long effort, not the other way
around.”

Rutgers Gets $345,587
Grant for Tob. Research

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) has
announced that the Rutgers School of
Public Health was awarded a
$345,587 grant from the National
Cancer Institute. The grant will go
towards researching the impact of
advertising on tobacco usage and
public health.

“The dangers of tobacco and its
link to cancer are a well-known dan-
ger to our country’s public health and
to our children,” said Congressman
Pallone. “Rutgers is one of the lead-
ing research institutions in the world
and I know that its research on to-
bacco advertising and its impact will
be indispensable and could even save
lives.”

Congressman Pallone is the rank-
ing member on the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, which over-
sees public health.

Bramnick Proposes Limit
On Home Value Assessments

N.J. Eligible for $10 Mil. in
Election Security Grants

WESTFIELD — Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield) an-
nounced that the U.S. Election Assis-
tance Commission is making $10 mil-
lion in election security improvements
available to the State of New Jersey.

“Our sacred electoral process must
be protected. I commend the federal
U.S. Election Assistance Commis-
sion for providing help not only to
New Jersey, but to every state and
territory to secure the integrity of the
election system. I trust the excellent
county and local officials who are
constitutionally tasked with admin-
istering our elections and I hope and
expect that federal assistance will be
put to effective use,” said Mr. Lance,
who said he supported the fiscal year
2018 spending measure in part be-
cause of the funds made available
for the Help America Vote Act Elec-
tion Security Program.

As a result of the Omnibus Appro-
priations Act of 2018, the U.S. Elec-
tion Assistance Commission is ad-
ministering federal grants through the
2018 Help America Vote Act Elec-
tion Security Grant Program. The
purpose of a grant award is to assist
states with activities to improve the
administration of elections, includ-
ing to enhance election technology
and make election security improve-
ments in accordance with the biparti-
san Help America Vote Act. Funding
can include the following items:

Replace voting equipment that only
records a voter’s intent electronically
with equipment that utilizes a voter
verified paper record; implement a
post-election audit system that pro-
vides a high level of confidence in the
accuracy of the final vote tally; up-
grade election-related computer sys-
tems to address cyber vulnerabilities
identified through Department of
Homeland Security or similar scans or
assessments of existing election sys-

tems; facilitate cyber security training
for the state chief election official’s
office and local election officials; and
implement establishing cyber security
best practices for election systems and
other activities that will improve the
security of elections for federal office.

The Omnibus Appropriations Act
makes $9,757,451 available to New
Jersey. Completion of the grant pack-
age will go through the Office of the
New Jersey Secretary of State.

“Cyber threats and hostile actors
around the world consider our de-
mocracy a prime target. Election se-
curity must be taken very seriously,”
concluded Mr. Lance.
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Linden Dems Announce
Cands. for Mayor, Council

LINDEN — The Linden Democratic
Committee has announced the endorse-
ment of 10th Ward Councilwoman
Gretchen Hickey for mayor, along with
the re-election of Linden Council Presi-
dent Jorge Alvarez, 9th Ward Council-
man Armando Medina and 1st Ward
candidate O’Neil Thomas, Jr.

“This is a terrific and diverse field
of candidates,” stated Linden Demo-
cratic Committee Chairman Nick
Scutari, who also serves as a state
Senator. “Taxpayers in Linden de-
serve public servants whose sole fo-
cus is to only work in the interests of
the residents they serve. With
Gretchen, Jorge, Armando and O’Neil
on our Democratic ticket, Linden

voters have a dynamic and talented
team they can trust.”

“It’s time for progress in Linden.
Residents I have spoken to are con-
cerned about backroom deals and the
lack of transparency. The fact of the
matter is our city can do better. I am
honored to run for mayor of Linden,”
said Ms. Hickey, who in 2017 be-
came the first 10th Ward council per-
son to win re-election in 13 years.

“The past four years have been full
of missed opportunities and disap-
pointment. We have an opportunity
to bring our city together. I’m excited
that Linden taxpayers finally have an
opportunity to change course,” stated
Mr. Alvarez. “Gretchen will be a
strong and effective mayor, and I look
forward to helping her get elected.”

“Running for office can be tough,
but I’m eager to campaign on behalf of
myself and this team,” declared Mr.
Medina. “There is tremendous energy
and excitement. Along with Gretchen
and my running mates, I plan on focus-
ing my energy on improving our pub-
lic safety in Linden.”

“As a first-time candidate for of-
fice, I’m honored by the support from
the Linden Democratic Committee,
Gretchen Hickey, and my fellow run-
ning mates,” said Mr. Thomas. “I’m
running for office because my family
and my neighbors deserve more trans-
parency from City Hall. We deserve a
stronger downtown, increased oppor-
tunities for residents, and improved
public safety.”

TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (D-21st,
Westfield) has introduced legislation
to help ease the property-tax burden
on New Jersey homeowners. Mr.
Bramnick’s bill would ask voters to
amend the state constitution to limit
annual increases in the appraised value
of a home while providing a $50,000
property-tax exemption.

“This legislation (ACR167) has the
potential to provide significant prop-
erty-tax relief for New Jersey
homeowners,” said Mr. Bramnick,
who noted that the bill is based on a
Florida property-tax relief program.
“Limiting home value assessments
will make the existing property-tax
cap more effective.”

“Unaffordable property taxes are the

single biggest problem facing New Jer-
sey residents,” continued Mr. Bramnick.
“Giving homeowners real relief must
be our number-one priority.”

Under the proposed amendment,
annual increases of a home’s value
would be limited to the rate of inflation
up to 3 percent. Additionally, the first
$25,000 of a home’s value would be
exempt from property taxes while the
third $25,000 would be subject only to
school taxes. For example, if a home is
valued at $100,000, property taxes
would be based on a $75,000 value.

Aging Services Staff to
Visit Area Libraries

COUNTY – Union County resi-
dents seeking information about ser-
vices for senior adults age 60 and up
can visit ASK, the Union County
Aging Service Kiosk, at six locations
in April for one-on-one guidance with
staff from the county’s Department of
Human Services, Division on Aging
and Disability Resource Connection.

The ASK schedule in April includes
local libraries in Mountainside, Clark
and Fanwood. Residents from every
municipality are welcome to attend
these events. Staff from the Union
County Division on Aging and Dis-

ability Resource Connection will be
on hand to provide information about
home-delivered meals, respite care,
home care, adult day care, support
services for caregivers and more.
Assistance with completing applica-
tions and forms also is provided.

The April dates include: Friday, April
13, Mountainside Public Library, Con-
stitution Plaza, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.;
Monday, April 16, Clark Public Li-
brary, 303 Westfield Avenue, 10 a.m.
to noon, and Wednesday, April 25,
Fanwood Memorial Library, 5 Forest
Road, 10 a.m. to noon.
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