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Courtesy County of Union
TROUT SEASON...A state worker stocks Union County’s Nomahegan Park
waterways with trout. Trout season begins this Saturday, April 7.

Opening of Trout Season
Starts April 7 In County

COUNTY — Union County is pre-
pared for the hundreds of anglers who
descend on the County’s parks and
waterways for the opening day of
trout season, scheduled for this Satur-
day, April 7, at 8 a.m.

According to the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife, Union
County rivers and lakes are sched-
uled to be stocked with 23,950 rain-
bow trout this spring. The trout are
among approximately 570,000 rain-
bow trout raised this season at the
Division’s Pequest Trout Hatchery in
Hackettstown.

The following county waterbodies
and the number of trout they are re-
ceiving are as follows: Lower Echo
Lake, 1,300; Milton Lake, 1,860;
Nomahegan Park Lake, 400; Passaic
River, 7,260; Rahway River, 11,900;
Seeley’s Pond, Watchung Reserva-
tion, 780; and Warinanco Park Lake,
450. The Passaic River location in-
cludes the entire length of river up-
stream and downstream from Union

County.
“Fishing is a fun, affordable activ-

ity that residents of any age may en-
joy,” Freeholder Chairman Sergio
Granados said.

The Division has also announced
that stocking on the Rahway River
has been extended two miles from St.
Georges Avenue to Lawrence St. in
Rahway.

To fish for trout or salmon, a valid
annual New Jersey fishing license
and trout stamp are both required for
residents at least 16 years and less
than 70 years of age plus all non-
residents 16 years and older. Only
one daily creel limit of trout may be in
possession. Once the creel limit is
reached, an angler may continue to
fish provided any additional trout
caught are immediately returned to
the water unharmed.

When fishing from the shoreline,
no more than three fishing rods, hand
lines or combination thereof may be
used. Separate stringers or buckets
must be used for each angler’s catch.
Containers in boats may hold only the
combined daily creel limit for each
legal angler on board.

For more information on New
Jersey’s Spring Trout Season, visit
www.n j f i shandwi ld l i f e . com/
trtinfo.htm or call the Trout Hotline at
(609) 633-6765.

CASA DAY...Among those gathered to support the CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocates) Day in Westfield proclamation last week were, from left to
right, advocates Cheryl Kelesoglu, Linda Napiorski, Alice Brucia and Anne
Bristow of Westfield; Board President Jennifer Mutch; board member Molly
Tucker McCue and Development Manager Phyllis Dunlop, both of Westfield;
Board Vice-President Ron Silver, board members Terry Gould of Westfield,
Geraldine Keogh, and Vince Wilt of Westfield, and Executive Director Marla
Higginbotham.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Bramnick to perform at the

New Jersey Performing Arts Center

The funniest lawyer in New Jersey to open for

comedian Mike Marino this Saturday, April 7, 2018

2 Shows: 7:00PM & 9:30PM

New Jersey Performing Arts Center

1 Center Street, Newark, NJ

Buy tickets online at www.NJPAC.org

Pringle Drops Out of Dem
Primary for Congress in 7th

Cranford environmentalist David
Pringle has suspended his campaign
for Congress in the 7th District.

“While some things may have been
different had I entered the race earlier,
it is clear our political system is bro-
ken. At a time when the nation is
clamoring for new voices, for women,
for environmentalists, for people of
color, they are the first people the
system casts aside,” Mr. Pringle said
in a statement to Insider NJ. “I’ve
always been a practical idealist but for
now, decades of experience and good
intentions don’t measure up against
stacks of hundred dollar bills,” he said,
a reference to campaign cash raised by
Tom Malinowski of Stony Hill.
Sierra Club’s Tittel Rips Murphy
For Not Supporting Exxon Appeal

Jeff Tittel, director of the NJ Sierra
Club, has denounced the Murphy Ad-
ministration for not supporting an ap-
peal of a decision reached with Exxon
by the Christie Administration.

“The Murphy Administration has
sided with Exxon and (Chris) Christie
over the people of New Jersey,” Mr.
Tittel said, according to Insider NJ.
“They are opposing our appeal to the
Supreme Court. By doing so, they are
signing off on the biggest sell out on a
pollution case in state history. While
he was running, the Governor opposed
the settlement. Now his Administra-
tion is supporting this dirty deal where
the taxpayers of New Jersey only get-
ting pennies on the dollars....

“The people of New Jersey have
been victimized twice — first by the
pollution and second by the state set-
tling less than $225 million for natural
resource damages estimating more than
$8.9 billion at two refineries and then
adding 16 additional sites, and over
800 gas stations. Under this deal, Exxon
does not have to clean up sites to the
extent that they had to before... We’re
asking the Supreme Court to take this
case up because the court denied our
standing and right to intervene.”

Bramnick Supports Funding
Prisoner Re-Entry Program

Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) issued
the following statement after reports
that a prisoner reentry program by
former Governor Jim McGreevey
would lose its funding under Gover-
nor Phil Murphy’s first state budget:

“Governor McGreevey’s reentry

program has been an incredible suc-
cess and should receive funding from
the Legislature. A business in my dis-
trict was saved because it found new
employees from the program. My son
serves as a volunteer lawyer for this
important entity and I am proud to
support the funding. This second
chance program is important to both
the people in the program and the
business community.”

Poll Finds Most Believe Most
Outlets Reporting ‘Fake News’
The news about “fake news” is not

good, according to a new Monmouth
University Poll. Large majorities of
the American public believe that tra-
ditional media outlets engage in re-
porting fake news and that outside
sources are actively trying to plant
fake stories in the mainstream media.
The poll also finds that President
Trump continues to be less trusted
than the major cable news outlets as
an information source.

More than three in four Americans
believe that traditional major TV and
newspaper media outlets report “fake
news,” including 31 percent who be-
lieve this happens regularly and 46 per-
cent who say it happens occasionally.

 “These findings are troubling, no
matter how you define ‘fake news.’
Confidence in an independent fourth
estate is a cornerstone of a healthy
democracy. Ours appears to be headed
for the intensive care unit,” said
Patrick Murray, director of the inde-
pendent Monmouth University Poll-
ing Institute.

The belief that major media outlets
disseminate fake news at least occa-
sionally has increased among every
partisan group over the past year,
including Republicans (89 percent
up from 79 percent in 2017), inde-
pendents (82 percent up from 66 per-
cent), and Democrats (61 percent up
from 43 percent). The poll was con-
ducted by telephone from March 2 to
5 with 803 adults in the United States.
The results in this release have a
margin of error of +/- 3.5 percent.
The poll was conducted by the
Monmouth University Polling Insti-
tute in West Long Branch.

Ex-Sen. Beck Running
For Mayor of Red Bank

Former Republican State Senator
Jennifer Beck has announced her can-
didacy for Red Bank mayor. She is
looking to unseat incumbent Demo-
cratic Mayor Pat Menna.

Did You Know?
A total of $171,666,884 was col-

lected in Westfield property taxes in
1017 — 58.4 percent for the school
district, 23.4 percent for Union
County, 16.1 percent for town gov-
ernment and 1.5 percent for the pub-
lic library.

‘CASA Day’ Proclaimed
In Town on 13th Anniversary

WESTFIELD — Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the town council
declared March 30 as Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA)
of Union County Day during a town
hall ceremony. That date also is the
13th anniversary of the organization’s
incorporation. There are nearly 30
Westfield residents who are active
volunteers and board members, and
many attended in support of the dedi-
cation.

CASA of Union County recruits,
trains, supervises and supports com-
munity volunteers to advocate for
abused, neglected and abandoned chil-
dren placed in foster homes or resi-
dential facilities. There are nearly 600
Union County children, from birth to
age 21, in foster care, and the non-
profit advocates for half of these youth.

Volunteers ensure children’s best
interests remain the priority while
working toward establishing a safe,
stable and permanent home for each
child. The organization’s goal is to
provide a CASA volunteer for every
foster youth.

 “Westfield residents have been
tremendous in their efforts for
fragile children in our commu-
nity. They’ve truly changed lives.
Having Mayor Brindle and the
town council recognize the cru-
cial work of our volunteer advo-
cates helps shine a light on the
big picture: children are abused

and removed from home through-
out all of Union County and
placed in foster care, and every
municipality can help change the
course of those childhoods,”
CASA Executive Director Marla
Higginbotham said.

“We’ve advocated for nearly 600
youth since 2005, and right now 25
Westfield residents are doing their
part to increase that total. Just imag-
ine the possibilities and the chil-
dren who will be reached when all
21 towns embrace the need for
awareness and action for local youth
in care. Thank you, Westfield,” Ms.
Higginbotham said

Most CASA volunteers have no
prior knowledge of the foster system;
varied backgrounds contribute toward
success with the youth. The most re-
cent class of CASA volunteers ranged
from age 21 to 81, were parents, non-
parents, retirees, college students,
business professionals, teachers, a
nurse, attorney, and homemakers.
Advocates are sworn in by a judge
and given court-ordered access to a
child and all parties in their life. They
report findings to the judge and en-
sure their youth’s best interests re-
main a priority.

For details on upcoming trainings
or other ways to help, please contact
Courtney Green at
cgreen@casaofunioncounty.org or
(908) 293-8136.


