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What does it mean to be IN good hands?Ð It means 
you get me, a local expert agent to help you whenever 
you need it. I’ll use my local knowledge to help 
protect you based on your 
specific needs. Call or stop 
in for a free Personalized 
Insurance Proposal today. 

Nelson Espeland, LUTCF 
908-233-6300
2284 South Avenue
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com
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SERVICE  
IN PERSON

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555
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SPF BOE to Hold
Budget Presentations
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education will hold two presenta-
tions on the 2018-2019 school bud-
get, Wednesday, April 18 at 9:30 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m.

Both presentations will be held at
the Board of Education Offices, lo-
cated at 512 Cedar Street.  This is an
opportunity for the public to ask ques-
tions, provide feedback, and stay in-
formed on the budget.

All are welcome.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEETING THE EASTER BUNNY...The Easter Bunny was on hand to greet
children after the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday morning at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRAB THAT EGG...This youngster tries to grab an egg during Fanwood’s
Easter Egg Hunt held Saturday at Forest Road Park.

Health Board to Target
Underage Tobacco Sales

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At Monday’s
board of health meeting, board mem-
bers discussed the re-implementation
of the Tobacco Age of Sale Enforce-
ment (TASE) program. The TASE
initiative will be aimed at eliminating
underage nicotine and tobacco sales.
The initiative will target Westfield
tobacco vendors who are selling elec-
tronic cigarettes or vaporizers; com-
monly referred to as “vapes.”

“Vapes” are considered tobacco
products with an enforcement age of
21 years old, stated Health Officer
Megan Avallone. All businesses sell-
ing tobacco products, especially
“vapes,” have to pay additional li-
censing fees to the health department,
stated Principal Health Inspector
Helen Mendez. The fees collected
will be invested into the diversionary
program (TASE), stated Ms. Mendez.

Ms. Mendez said the program en-
tails fines levied against business
owners who sell tobacco products to
minors. Actors or actresses are often
employed to solicit a tobacco sale
from a business owner, at which point
in time a summons will be granted if
the product is sold to the “minor,”
Ms. Mendez said.

Board member Dr. Lawrence D.
Budnick stated the board is respond-
ing at a relevant time when teenage
electronic nicotine use is increasing.
Dr. Budnick cited a recent New York
Times article noting the growing popu-

larity of “vapes” with teen users.
He said the largest advertisement

medium for e-cigarettes is the retail
stores themselves.

Dr. Budnick said he has read stud-
ies where users will develop “pop-
corn lung.” Popcorn lung is medi-
cally diagnosed as “bronchiolitis
obliterans” referred to as thickening
of the airways and scarring of the
lungs.

Influenza (flu) infection rates have
not decreased, with many residents at
risk for contraction, stated Ms.
Avallone. Earlier in the season, many
“flu types” reported were “Type A,”
stated Ms. Avallone. Recently, more
“Type B influenza” cases have been
reported to hospitals.

Type B is more responsive to vac-
cinations than Type A, she said. Ms.
Avallone said the infection statistics
the board reviewed in its reports were
based on hospital visits only. She said
each health department and treatment
entity must report certain communi-
cable diseases; these reports provide
an infection rate amongst residents.

Board member Andrea Marcus said
a positive to the situation is Type B is
better covered by vaccinations.

Ms. Marcus said she spoke with
Edison Intermediate School Princi-
pal Matthew Bolton about how fami-
lies can be better educated or sup-
ported in mental health awareness.
The goal is to de-stigmatize the most
common mental health issues amongst
teens, one being anxiety.
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Permit Fees
$258,478 in excess of the previous
year’s final appropriations for the
2018 calendar year municipal bud-
get.

A resolution was passed to approve
the use of LaGrande Park for the
Autism Rocks event and would in-
clude a Sheelen’s Crossing Catering
permit. This would allow Sheelen’s
to serve beer, wine and liquor in a
designated area only, and any person
who is buying alcohol would be re-
quired to wear a wristband and re-
main in a fenced-in designated area
while drinking alcoholic beverages,
Mr. Kranz explained.

In a Fanwood Development and
Business update, Director of Eco-
nomic Development Liz Jeffery re-
vealed that the Station Square at Fan-
wood development has received the
first building permit application for
Building 1 and framing is underway.

Lightbridge Academy is scheduled
to open this month at 15 South Av-
enue after doing extensive reconstruc-
tion to the building and grounds where
Sun Tavern once operated.

A new development proposed for 1
South Avenue is expected to have
1,200 square feet of retail property
and parking with 25 residential units.
The owner is expected to submit a
site plan application soon, Ms. Jeffery
said.

The council also reviewed the
agenda for its upcoming regular meet-
ing to be held in two weeks.

Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Somerset
County, is the leading candidate for
his party’s nomination after four other
candidates dropped out of the race.
Still in the Democratic Primary race
are Goutam Jois of Summit and Peter
Jacob of Pluckemin, Somerset
County, who lost to Mr. Lance in
2016.

In the 12th Congressional District,
two-term Democratic Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman of Ewing is
seeking reelection. Daryl Kipnis, an
attorney from Somerset County, is run-
ning on the Republican side.

At the top of the ballot this year is
United States Senate, where two-
term Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)
of Harrison is seeking reelection.
Running against him in the Demo-
cratic Primary are Lisa A.
McCormick of Rahway and Antonio
N. Sabas of Irvington.

Retired pharmaceutical executive
Bob Hugin is running for the GOP as
are Dana Wafer of Wood Ridge,
Bergen County, and Brian Goldberg
of Livingston in Essex County.

There is no Westfield municipal
election this year. The filing deadline
for Independent candidates in the
General Election is Tuesday, June 5,
by 4 p.m.

The filing for school board candi-
dates is 4 p.m. on Monday, July 30.
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SP-F Board of Education
Recognizes District Athletes
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the open-
ing of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting held last
Thursday evening, members recog-
nized the accomplishments of a group
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School athletes.

First, Sam Wustefeld, a senior, was
recognized for his hard work as a
back-to-back Silver Medalist in the
New Jersey State Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association (NJSIAA) wrestling
tournament. This title is held in the
Individual 195-pound division.

Also, members of the Boys Winter
Track team were honored for their
State Sectional Championship earned
during the season.

Board President Nancy Bauer said,
“I want to thank all of you for repre-
senting all of us.”

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved a resolution recog-
nizing April as Autism Awareness
Month. As April is National Autism
Awareness Month, the board voted to
follow suit by also making it Autism
Awareness Month for the district. The
resolution states that the district sup-
ports Autism Awareness Month, “to
increase public awareness of the need
to support individuals with Autism
and the family members and medical
professionals who care for individu-
als with Autism.” The resolution states
that autism is a neurodevelopmental
disorder that results in difficulties
with communication and social inter-
action, as well as repetitive behav-
iors. It also states that many individu-
als on the autism spectrum face men-
tal health challenges including anxi-
ety, obsessive compulsions and de-
pression. It notes that individuals liv-
ing with autism are highly valued and
deserve the highest level of dignity
and acceptance by society.

The resolution further recognizes
and commends both individuals liv-
ing with autism and the parents and
relatives of those individuals for their
sacrifice and dedication.

The board meeting schedule for
July 2018 to June 2019 was unani-
mously approved. Meetings will start
at 8 p.m. as usual for the public with
a 7:30 p.m. start for executive ses-
sion. Meetings will primarily be con-
ducted on Thursdays with an excep-
tion for Tuesday, September 25.

The 2019 annual organizational
meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
January 3, 2019. Student Recogni-
tion was scheduled for Monday, June
3, 2019.

It also was noted that because of
the nor’easter that took place on
March 21 all district schools will be
open on Friday, April 6.

The next board meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, April 19, at 7:30
p.m., in the administrative building at
512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

Elizabethtown Gas Outlines
Modernization Program

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Three rep-
resentatives from Elizabethtown Gas
Company detailed the scope of a
major modernization project to the
borough council during its Tuesday
night work session. Councilman
Keith Turner presided over the meet-
ing in Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli’s
absence.

The utility is planning to relocate
existing meters and replace 4.3 miles
of aging pipelines on Woodland Av-
enue and Mountain Avenue in
Westfield and Mountainside. A mile
and a half of the project is in Moun-
tainside. The project will impact 391
Elizabethtown customers, including
99 Mountainside residents. Each
council member received a packet
detailing the scope of the project and
copies of the letters that have been
sent to the impacted residents, which
include a hotline number and e-mail
contacts that residents can use in the
event they have questions or con-
cerns.

The project is tentatively sched-
uled to begin in June and will take
several months to complete. It will
involve road closures and digging
up large portions of Woodland and
Mountain Avenues. Several council
members expressed serious concerns
regarding the impact of a major con-
struction project on already con-
gested roads and asked for addi-

tional information and assurances
that the company will work with
Borough Engineer Michael Disko
and the police department to mini-
mize disruptions before agreeing to
grant the necessary permits.

Mountainside’s Coordinator of
Senior Services Kim Moriak and a
member of the Mountainside Police
Department have recommended that
the council support a new program
for senior residents, which will be
sponsored by the Watts Mountain-
side Community Foundation. Op-
eration Blue Angel is a free program
to assist residents who, due to ad-
vanced age, mobility or medical con-
cerns, may be unable to answer their
door in an emergency situation. Un-
der the program, a police depart-
ment-owned lock box, similar to a
realtor’s lock box, is placed on a
door of the home. A key supplied by
the resident is locked inside the box.
In the event of an emergency, re-
sponding police officers can retrieve
the key by using a code accessed by
the Dispatched Communications
Center, which would allow them to
quickly enter the home without caus-
ing damage.

The Blue Angel program lock box
will not be accessed for lockouts or
any other non-emergency situation.
The Watts Foundation has agreed to
provide funding for 100 boxes, which
residents can apply for after com-
pleting a waiver. Princeton, Raritan
and Piscataway have all rolled out
successful Blue Angel programs.
Council members unanimously sup-
ported the program and asked Ms.
Moriak to try and implement it as
soon as possible.

In other business, the council com-
mended Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode and all of the staff because,
for the ninth consecutive year, the
borough’s auditors have not issued
any recommendation, which Coun-
cilman Turner noted was unprec-
edented and a testament to the rigor-
ous processes and procedures which
are in place in the borough.

With summer less than two months
away, the council discussed staffing
for the very popular Summer Play-
ground program and bids for opera-
tion of the concession stand. The
2018 municipal budget will be intro-
duced at the governing body’s Tues-
day, April 17 meeting.

ning to assess sidewalks in town and
also will emphasize to property own-
ers the importance of maintaining the
sidewalks on their properties.

Councilman Ted Spera said he gets
questions repeatedly from residents
about the condition of sidewalks,
while Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr.
said a lot of sidewalks are in “bad
shape” and noted that some side
streets, especially near schools, do
not have sidewalks at all.

The township has applied for a
Union County infrastructure grant that
would help with some of the costs of
sidewalk repair and replacement, and
Mr. Mirabella said a recently-received
state grant to resurface Westfield Road
includes money for sidewalk repair.
He also said the township has used
leftover funds from the annual road
resurfacing program to repair side-
walks around some of the schools.

At the governing body’s Tuesday,
April 17 meeting, public hearings are
scheduled to be held on the 2018
municipal budget and this year’s capi-
tal budget.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEEKING FEE INCREASE...Frank Spallone reviews the potential for increas-
ing permit fees in the building department with the Fanwood mayor and council
in a special meeting held Monday night.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHERE IS SPRING?...Spring arrived two weeks ago but the view through
commuters’ windshields on Monday morning was a familiar one as several inches
of wet snow blanketed the area.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
GET YOUR PRIZE...Fanwood Recreation Commissioner Mike Kelly assists at
the prize table at Saturday’s annual Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park. More
than 1,800 eggs filled with candy and prizes were scattered around the park in
areas designated by age groups.


