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Board Approves Addition;
New Developments Proposed

Fanwood Eyes Raising Permit
Fees; Introduces Sewer Utility

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a special meet-
ing of the mayor and borough council
on Monday night, the increasing of
fees associated with building depart-
ment permits was discussed. Frank
Spallone of the building department
suggested the borough increase its
sewer and water connection fees,
which currently are $410. Business
Administrator Fred Tomkins sug-
gested raising the fees to $1,000. Mr.
Spallone said many municipalities
charge between $1,600 and $2,200.

“What is our true cost? We should

not just be looking at what another
town charges...We should be looking
at our cost...Not just adopt other
towns’ fees,” Councilman Jack
Molenaar said.

Also, with the State of New Jersey
doing away with requiring permits
for roofs and siding, among other
construction work, the borough will
see a reduction in revenue, Mr.
Spallone said, noting that increasing
permit fees for other work, such as
electrical, plumbing and building,
would help to make up the difference.

He suggested raising the fees for
permits “in areas we are below the

state fee,” Mr. Spallone said.
The council also discussed how

doing away with permits for roofs
and other work leaves the homeowner
open to shoddy work since it would
not be inspected, and suggested noti-
fying residents that they could still
opt to obtain a permit for work that no
longer requires a permit to ensure an
inspection that the work is done prop-
erly.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that would set up a sewer util-
ity. The second reading will be held
on Monday, April 16. Doing so also
would help the borough with its gen-
eral budget by taking out the sewer
portion that residents pay in taxes,
and charging taxpayers separately for
sewer use. This was a move munici-
palities across the state had made
when the 2-percent cap on budget
increases was set forth by the state.

“We think it is a prudent step to
take forward,” Councilman Tom
Kranz said.

The fee that will be charged to
taxpayers has yet to be established.

The shift to a sewer utility has been
in consideration due to the borough’s
aging sewer system, Councilwoman
Erin McElroy-Barker said.

The council received a report last
year on the borough’s sewer system
that Mr. Kranz said indicated “now is
the time to start worrying about main-
taining, repair to the sewers, some
parts of which are 100 years...This is
a way to begin dealing with that,” Mr.
Kranz said.

“While I agree it is a budget-saving
measure...it is not necessarily a tax-
saving measure, rather a cost-shifting
measure,” said resident Michael
Lewis during the public comment part
of the meeting.

The council adopted on second
reading an ordinance to establish a
cap bank that is 3.5 percent or

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
last Wednesday unanimously ap-
proved a bulk variance application
for a second-story cantilevered addi-
tion and a covered porch on a home
on Watson Road.

The applicant’s architect, James
Ramentol of GRA Architects, pre-
sented the plans for 31 Watson Road,
where George Matthews and his fam-
ily reside.

“We have a three-bedroom house

on the smaller side,” said Mr.
Matthews. “We have five people in
the house.” The second floor is to be
expanded to add a bedroom. There
also will be a small habitable space
allotted in one-third of the attic space
above.

There is no building encroachment,
only a roof encroachment on both
sides of the house that would take up
about a foot more on each side-yard
setback, Mr. Ramentol said.

The lot width of 50 feet also is
smaller than the minimum required
75 feet in the zone, Mr. Ramentol
noted.

The porch will add 255 feet, mea-
suring about 32 feet long and six feet
deep, and will not encroach on front-
yard setbacks, Mr. Ramentol said.

Planning board member and coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar showed con-
cept plans for two new developments
in the works. One development is
where Young’s Paint once operated,
and the other is where the A&P once
stood.

The development conceptualized
at the former Young’s Paint site at
Terrill Road and South Avenue would
house 26 apartments on two floors
with retail and parking on the ground
level.

The concept for the property where
A&P was situated is to build 144
luxury apartments, with a mix of one
and two bedrooms, with retail and
parking at the ground level. The units
are to resemble townhomes and would
face South Avenue, Mr. Molenaar
said.

“We have been working with own-
ers of A&P property trying to get
them to build a stand-alone restaurant
along with the rentals and retail,” Mr.
Molenaar said.

“One thing we are looking at is
vacating Old South Avenue and try-
ing to incorporate that into new de-
velopments,” Mr. Molenaar said, such
as the A&P property.

Mr. Molenaar said Phillips Preiss
Grygiel LLC has been hired as the
planner to review the plan.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE HUNT FOR EASTER EGGS...Hundreds of kids of all ages take part in the annual Easter Egg hunt on Saturday
morning at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE SNOW...Spring arrived two weeks ago but commuters were greeted on
Monday morning with an all too familiar scene of several inches of snow.

Couresy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
MEN IN BLUE AND THE EASTER BUNNY...Fanwood Police Officers Dan
Kranz, Elliot Bernard and Ryan Gilmore meet the Easter Bunny at Saturday’s
Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park. More than 1,800 eggs filled with
candy and prizes were scattered around the park in areas designated by age
groups.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SELECT A PRIZE...Kids look over the selection at the prize table during
Saturday’s Fanwood Easter Egg Hunt at Forest Road Park.
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Candidates File for Council
Seats, Garwood Mayor Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Federal, county and
municipal candidates filed nominat-
ing petitions by Monday’s 4 p.m.
deadline for New Jersey’s Tuesday,
June 5 Primary Election.

Locally, Garwood will see a Demo-
cratic Primary Election race between
first-term Mayor Charles Lombardo
and Councilwoman Sara Todisco.

Mayor Lombardo is joined on the
ballot by Borough Council candidates
Jennyfer Guerrero, a PSE&G execu-
tive, and Vincent Kearney, who is
employed in the Union County
Sheriff’s Office. They will face
Michael Ince, a retired FBI agent and
former Clark police officer who ran
for county sheriff in 2013 as a Repub-
lican, and Sean Benoit, an attorney,
both of whom are running on a line
with Ms. Todisco, a school teacher.

The Republican slate is led by
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro for
mayor and council candidates Kim-
berly Salmon and Jennifer A. Sirak.

Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, is seeking
reelection to a third term on the town-
ship committee. He will face Repub-
lican Michael Petrucci, who previ-
ously ran for township committee in
2015.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic in-
cumbents on the township council
John Del Sordi, Jr. and Rose Checchio
and Republican incumbent Llewellyn
Jones, deputy mayor, are not seeking
reelection. Democrats running for
township committee are Elizabeth C.
Stamler, Roshan M. White and Joshua
G. Losardo. Republican candidates
are Andrew Bondarowicz, Sonali
Dalvi and Jeff Kowalczak.

Fanwood Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker is seeking re-elec-

tion to a second term on the Demo-
cratic ticket with newcomer Patricia
Walsh. She replaces Councilman Jack
Molenaar, who is not seeking reelec-
tion. Brian Walter is the only Repub-
lican candidate to file for a council
seat.

Mountainside Republican incum-
bent council members Wendy Fech-
Caccamo and Robert W. Messler are
seeking reelection. Filing for the
Democrats is Anjali Mehrotra.

At the county level, the Union
County Democratic Committee has
endorsed Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded
of Westfield and former Roselle coun-
cilwoman Andrea Staten along with
seven-term incumbent Al Mirabella,
the Scotch Plains municipal manager,
as the party’s Freeholder candidates.
Ms. Palmieri-Mouded ran unsuccess-
fully for the fourth ward seat on the
Westfield Town Council in 2015. In-
cumbent Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh
of Union was not endorsed for an-
other term and Freeholder Bruce
Bergen of Springfield opted not to
seek reelection.

They will face Linden residents
Alex Lospinoso, Patrick Gargano and
Kaiby Sandoval in the Democratic
Primary.

The Union County Republican
Committee has picked Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor; Garwood Council-
man Joseph Sarno and Peter Kane of
Summit as its freeholder candidates.

In the 7th Congressional District,
five-term Republican incumbent
Leonard Lance of Lebanon is seeking
reelection. Also filing for the seat for
the GOP are Raafat Barsoom of
Annandale, Hunterdon County, and
Lindsay C. Brown of Clark.

On the Democratic side, Tom
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Mayor Reviews
Plans to ‘Harden’ Schools

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said on Tuesday
that several new initiatives to “harden
our schools” against potential threats
will be implemented as part of a co-
operative agreement with Fanwood
and the board of education, including
placing resource officers in some
schools and limiting access to school
buildings.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting, the mayor said the
moves, coming weeks after the mass
shooting at a Florida high school, are
aimed at increasing security so that,
“anyone can’t just walk in and out” of
a school building. Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella said township offi-
cials and board of education officials,
in coordination with the police chiefs
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood, are
hoping to have resource officers in
place within the next few weeks, and
added that schools also are imple-
menting changes to ways that stu-
dents and visitors enter school build-
ings.

The mayor also gave an update on

the status of two gun-safety measures
under consideration in the State Leg-
islature. One bill, A-2757, would re-
quire background checks for private
gun sales. The other, A-1217, would
authorize gun violence-related re-
straining orders as well as firearms
seizures in certain instances. Both
have passed the State Assembly and
currently are being considered by the
State Senate.

Before winding up the discussion
on guns and school safety, the mayor
said that, “it’s a shame in today’s
world we have to” take such steps.
“Why do people think if they have a
grievance with somebody, they take a
gun out and shoot them?” Mayor
Smith asked. He asked whether “we
have cheapened life in this country”
and urged residents “to treat each
other with respect.”

In other business at its brief Tues-
day meeting, the council vowed to
start seriously addressing the issue of
sidewalks in town, with Mayor Smith
saying that “sidewalks are not in great
shape,” especially near the schools.
He said township officials are begin-
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