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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

ACCEPTING AWARD...The Friends of Mindowaskin Park received the Fay S.
Mathewson Award at the New Jersey Recreation and Park Association (NJRPA)
Annual Awards Dinner in Atlantic City last month. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Dee Kaufmann, NJRPA Awards Committee; Don Bogardus, Westfield
recreation director; Debby Burslem, Friends president, and Bruce Kaufmann,
retired Westfield recreation director. Ms. Kaufmann is retired as Westfield’s
deputy recreation director. Mrs. Burslem and Mr. Kaufmann accepted the award
on behalf of the Friends of Mindowaskin Park. See story on page 4.

Courtesy of Miroslaw Walus
LEADER IN DEATH VALLEY...The Westfield Leader was in Death Valley,
Calif., where it was 95 degrees Fahrenheit.

Courtesy of Gretchen Boger-O'Bryan/CASA of Union County
ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN...Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle reads the
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Day proclamation for CASA Day in
Westfield as Executive Director Marla Higginbotham, center, and Board Presi-
dent Jennifer Mutch, right, look on.

Board Approves Addition;
New Developments Proposed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The planning board
last Wednesday unanimously approved
a bulk variance application for a sec-
ond-story cantilevered addition and a
covered porch on a home on Watson
Road.

The applicant’s architect, James
Ramentol of GRA Architects, presented
the plans for 31 Watson Road, where
George Matthews and his family re-
side.

“We have a three-bedroom house on
the smaller side,” said Mr. Matthews.
“We have five people in the house.”
The second floor is to be expanded to
add a bedroom. There also will be a
small habitable space allotted in one-
third of the attic space above.

There is no building encroachment,
only a roof encroachment on both sides
of the house that would take up about a
foot more on each side-yard setback,
Mr. Ramentol said.

The lot width of 50 feet also is smaller
than the minimum required 75 feet in
the zone, Mr. Ramentol noted.

The porch will add 255 feet, measur-
ing about 32 feet long and six feet deep,
and will not encroach on front-yard
setbacks, Mr. Ramentol said.

Planning board member and coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar showed concept
plans for two new developments in the
works. One development is where
Young’s Paint once operated, and the
other is where the A&P once stood.

The development conceptualized at
the former Young’s Paint site at Terrill
Road and South Avenue would house
26 apartments on two floors with retail
and parking on the ground level.

The concept for the property where
A&P was situated is to build 144
luxury apartments, with a mix of one
and two bedrooms, with retail and
parking at the ground level. The units
are to resemble townhomes and
would face South Avenue, Mr.
Molenaar said.

“We have been working with owners
of A&P property trying to get them to
build a stand-alone restaurant along
with the rentals and retail,” Mr.
Molenaar said.

“One thing we are looking at is vacat-
ing Old South Avenue and trying to
incorporate that into new develop-
ments,” Mr. Molenaar said, such as the
A&P property.

Mr. Molenaar said Phillips Preiss
Grygiel LLC has been hired as the
planner to review the plan.

FW Eyes Raising Permit
Fees; Intros. Sewer Util.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — In a special meet-
ing of the mayor and borough coun-
cil on Monday night, the increasing
of fees associated with building de-
partment permits was discussed.
Frank Spallone of the building de-
partment suggested the borough in-
crease its sewer and water connec-
tion fees, which currently are $410.
Business Administrator Fred
Tomkins suggested raising the fees
to $1,000. Mr. Spallone said many
municipalities charge between
$1,600 and $2,200.

“What is our true cost? We should
not just be looking at what another
town charges...We should be look-
ing at our cost...Not just adopt other
towns’ fees,” Councilman Jack
Molenaar said.

Also, with the State of New Jer-
sey doing away with requiring per-
mits for roofs and siding, among
other construction work, the bor-
ough will see a reduction in rev-
enue, Mr. Spallone said, noting that
increasing permit fees for other
work, such as electrical, plumbing
and building, would help to make
up the difference.

He suggested raising the fees for
permits “in areas we are below the
state fee,” Mr. Spallone said.

The council also discussed how
doing away with permits for roofs
and other work leaves the home-
owner open to shoddy work since it
would not be inspected, and sug-
gested notifying residents that they
could still opt to obtain a permit for
work that no longer requires a per-
mit to ensure an inspection that the
work is done properly.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that would set up a sewer
utility. The second reading will be
held on Monday, April 16. Doing so
also would help the borough with
its general budget by taking out the
sewer portion that residents pay in
taxes, and charging taxpayers sepa-

rately for sewer use. This was a
move municipalities across the state
had made when the 2-percent cap
on budget increases was set forth by
the state.

“We think it is a prudent step to
take forward,” Councilman Tom
Kranz said.

The fee that will be charged to
taxpayers has yet to be established.

The shift to a sewer utility has
been in consideration due to the
borough’s aging sewer system,
Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker said.

The council received a report last
year on the borough’s sewer system
that Mr. Kranz said indicated “now
is the time to start worrying about
maintaining, repair to the sewers,
some parts of which are 100
years...This is a way to begin deal-
ing with that,” Mr. Kranz said.

“While I agree it is a budget-
saving measure...it is not necessar-
ily a tax-saving measure, rather a
cost-shifting measure,” said resi-
dent Michael Lewis during the pub-
lic comment part of the meeting.

The council adopted on second
reading an ordinance to establish a
cap bank that is 3.5 percent or
$258,478 in excess of the previous
year’s final appropriations for the
2018 calendar year municipal bud-
get.

A resolution was passed to ap-
prove the use of LaGrande Park for
the Autism Rocks event and would
include a Sheelen’s Crossing Cater-
ing permit. This would allow
Sheelen’s to serve beer, wine and
liquor in a designated area only, and
any person who is buying alcohol
would be required to wear a wrist-
band and remain in a fenced-in des-
ignated area while drinking alco-
holic beverages, Mr. Kranz ex-
plained.

In a Fanwood Development and
Business update, Director of Eco-
nomic Development Liz Jeffery re-
vealed that the Station Square at
Fanwood development has received
the first building permit application
for Building 1 and framing is under-
way.

Lightbridge Academy is sched-
uled to open this month at 15 South
Avenue after doing extensive re-
construction to the building and
grounds where Sun Tavern once
operated.

A new development proposed for
1 South Avenue is expected to have
1,200 square feet of retail property
and parking with 25 residential
units. The owner is expected to sub-
mit a site plan application soon,
Ms. Jeffery said.

The council also reviewed the
agenda for its upcoming regular
meeting to be held in two weeks.

Summit as its freeholder candidates.
In the 7th Congressional District,

five-term Republican incumbent
Leonard Lance, of Lebanon, is seek-
ing reelection. Also filing for the
seat for the GOP are Raafat Barsoom
of Annandale, Hunterdon County,
and Lindsay C. Brown of Clark.

On the Democratic side, Tom
Malinowski of Rocky Hill, Somerset
County, is the leading candidate for
his party’s nomination after four other
candidates dropped out of the race.
Still in the Democratic Primary race
are Goutam Jois of Summit and Pe-
ter Jacob of Pluckemin, who lost to
Mr. Lance in 2016.

In the 12th Congressional District,
two-term Democratic Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman, of Ewing, is
seeking reelection. Daryl Kipnis, an
attorney from Somerset County, is run-
ning on the Republican side.

At the top of the ballot this year is
United States Senate, where two-term
Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), of
Harrison, is seeking reelection. Run-
ning against him in the Democratic
Primary are Lisa A. McCormick of
Rahway and Antonio N. Sabas of
Irvington.

Retired pharmaceutical executive
Bob Hugin is running for the GOP as
are Dana Wafer of Wood Ridge,
Bergen County, and Brian Goldberg
of Livingston in Essex County.

There is no Westfield municipal
election this year. The filing dead-
line for Independent candidates in
the General Election is Tuesday, June
5, by 4 p.m.

The filing for school board candi-
dates is 4 p.m. on Monday, July 30.
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SP-F Board of Education
Recognizes District Athletes
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the opening
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held last Thursday
evening, members recognized the ac-
complishments of a group of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School athletes.

First, Sam Wustefeld, a senior, was
recognized for his hard work as a back-
to-back Silver Medalist in the New
Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic
Association (NJSIAA) wrestling tour-
nament. This title is held in the Indi-
vidual 195-pound division.

Also, members of the Boys Winter
Track team were honored for their State
Sectional Championship earned dur-
ing the season.

Board President Nancy Bauer said,
“I want to thank all of you for represent-
ing all of us.”

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved a resolution recog-
nizing April as Autism Awareness
Month. As April is National Autism
Awareness Month, the board voted to
follow suit by also making it Autism
Awareness Month for the district. The
resolution states that the district sup-
ports Autism Awareness Month, “to
increase public awareness of the need
to support individuals with Autism and
the family members and medical pro-
fessionals who care for individuals with
Autism.” The resolution states that au-
tism is a neurodevelopmental disorder
that results in difficulties with commu-
nication and social interaction, as well
as repetitive behaviors. It also states
that many individuals on the autism
spectrum face mental health challenges
including anxiety, obsessive compul-
sions and depression. It notes that indi-
viduals living with autism are highly
valued and deserve the highest level of
dignity and acceptance by society.

The resolution further recognizes and
commends both individuals living with
autism and the parents and relatives of
those individuals for their sacrifice and
dedication.

The board meeting schedule for July
2018 to June 2019 was unanimously
approved. Meetings will start at 8 p.m.

as usual for the public with a 7:30 p.m.
start for executive session. Meetings
will primarily be conducted on Thurs-
days with an exception for Tuesday,
September 25.

The 2019 annual organizational meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, January
3, 2019. Student Recognition was
scheduled for Monday, June 3, 2019.

It also was noted that because of the
nor’easter that took place on March 21
all district schools will be open on
Friday, April 6.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, April 19, at 7:30 p.m., in
the administrative building at 512 Ce-
dar Street, Scotch Plains.
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Tobacco Sales
not decreased, with many residents at
risk for contraction, stated Ms.
Avallone. Earlier in the season, many
“flu types” reported were “Type A,”
stated Ms. Avallone. Recently, more
“Type B influenza” cases have been
reported to hospitals.

Type B is more responsive to vac-
cinations than Type A, she said. Ms.
Avallone said the infection statistics
the board reviewed in its reports were
based on hospital visits only. She said
each health department and treatment
entity must report certain communi-
cable diseases; these reports provide
an infection rate amongst residents.

Board member Andrea Marcus said
a positive to the situation is Type B is
better covered by vaccinations.

Ms. Marcus said she spoke with
Edison Intermediate School Princi-
pal Matthew Bolton about how fami-
lies can be better educated or sup-
ported in mental health awareness.
The goal is to de-stigmatize the most
common mental health issues amongst
teens, one being anxiety.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COLLECTING EASTER EGGS...Kids grab as many eggs as they can during
Saturday’s annual Easter Egg Hunt in Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park. The event
was sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A COMMUNITY EFFORT...Westfield Town Council members David Contract,
Linda Habgood and Dawn Mackey pose with the Easter Bunny and members of
the Westfield High School Key Club during Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt, spon-
sored by the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield, at Mindowaskin Park.

soon as possible.
In other business, the council com-

mended Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode and all of the staff because, for
the ninth consecutive year, the
borough’s auditors have not issued
any recommendation, which Coun-
cilman Turner noted was unprec-
edented and a testament to the rigor-
ous processes and procedures which
are in place in the borough.

With summer less than two months
away, the council discussed staffing
for the very popular Summer Play-
ground program and bids for opera-
tion of the concession stand. The 2018
municipal budget will be introduced
at the governing body’s Tuesday, April
17 meeting.
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