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Just Exceptional Real Estate Careers.

SEEKING INPUT...Early morning commuters were joined at the Westfield Train
Station Thursday by Councilwomen Dawn Mackey, right, and Linda Habgood,
who greeted them with hot coffee and a short questionnaire. The town is accepting
Requests for Proposals (RFP) to renovate and reopen the kiosk. Six high-school
interns and a surprise visit from former proprietor, Murray Perch, added to the
festive atmosphere of the morning. The survey is available on the westfieldnj.gov
website and will be open through Sunday, April 15.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HUNTING FOR EASTER EGGS...Children hunt for Easter eggs Saturday in Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAKING FRIENDS WITH EASTER BUNNY...This youngster high five’s the
Easter Bunny during Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt in Westfield’s Mindowaskin
Park. The event was sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
ACCIDENT AFTERMATH...An Easter morning accident on North Avenue in
Cranford necessitated closure of the eastbound lane of North Avenue near
Dunkin’ Donuts for several hours.

Candidates File for Council
Seats, Garwood Mayor Race

Health Board to Target
Underage Tobacco Sales

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Federal, county and
municipal candidates filed nominat-
ing petitions by Monday’s 4 p.m.
deadline for New Jersey’s Tuesday,
June 5 Primary Election.

Locally, Garwood will see a Demo-
cratic Primary Election race between
first-term Mayor Charles Lombardo
and Councilwoman Sara Todisco.

Mayor Lombardo is joined on the
ballot by Borough Council candi-
dates Jennyfer Guerrero, a PSE&G
executive, and Vincent Kearney, who
is employed in the Union County
Sheriff’s Office. They will face
Michael Ince, a retired FBI agent

and former Clark police officer who
ran for county sheriff in 2013 as a
Republican, and Sean Benoit, an at-
torney, both of whom are running on
a line with Ms. Todisco, a school
teacher.

The Republican slate is led by
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro for
mayor and council candidates Kim-
berly Salmon and Jennifer A. Sirak.

Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr., a Democrat, is seeking
reelection to a third term on the town-
ship committee. He will face Repub-
lican Michael Petrucci, who previ-
ously ran for township committee in
2015.

In Scotch Plains, Democratic in-

cumbents on the township council
John Del Sordi, Jr. and Rose
Checchio and Republican incumbent
Llewellyn Jones, deputy mayor, are
not seeking reelection. Democrats
running for township committee are
Elizabeth C. Stamler, Roshan M.
White and Joshua G. Losardo. Re-
publican candidates are Andrew
Bondarowicz, Sonali Dalvi and Jeff
Kowalczak.

Fanwood Councilwoman Erin
McElroy-Barker is seeking re-elec-
tion to a second term on the Demo-
cratic ticket with newcomer Patricia
Walsh. She replaces Councilman
Jack Molenaar, who is not seeking
reelection. Brian Walter is the only
Republican candidate to file for a
council seat.

Mountainside Republican incum-
bent council members Wendy Fech-
Caccamo and Robert W. Messler are
seeking reelection. Filing for the
Democrats is Anjali Mehrotra.

At the county level, the Union
County Democratic Committee has
endorsed Kimberly Palmieri-
Mouded of Westfield and former
Roselle councilwoman Andrea
Staten along with seven-term incum-
bent Al Mirabella, the Scotch Plains
municipal manager, as the party’s
Freeholder candidates. Ms. Palmieri-
Mouded ran unsuccessfully for the
fourth ward seat on the Westfield
Town Council in 2015. Incumbent
Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh of
Union was not endorsed for another
term and Freeholder Bruce Bergen
of Springfield opted not to seek re-
election.

They will face Linden residents
Alex Lospinoso, Patrick Gargano and
Kaiby Sandoval in the Democratic
Primary.

The Union County Republican
Committee has picked Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a former
Garwood mayor; Garwood Council-
man Joseph Sarno and Peter Kane ofBy MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Monday’s
board of health meeting, board mem-
bers discussed the re-implementation
of the Tobacco Age of Sale Enforce-
ment (TASE) program. The TASE
initiative will be aimed at eliminating
underage nicotine and tobacco sales.
The initiative will target Westfield
tobacco vendors who are selling elec-
tronic cigarettes or vaporizers; com-
monly referred to as “vapes.”

“Vapes” are considered tobacco
products with an enforcement age of
21 years old, stated Health Officer
Megan Avallone. All businesses sell-
ing tobacco products, especially
“vapes,” have to pay additional li-
censing fees to the health department,
stated Principal Health Inspector
Helen Mendez. The fees collected
will be invested into the diversionary
program (TASE), stated Ms. Mendez.

Ms. Mendez said the program en-
tails fines levied against business

owners who sell tobacco products to
minors. Actors or actresses are often
employed to solicit a tobacco sale
from a business owner, at which point
in time a summons will be granted if
the product is sold to the “minor,”
Ms. Mendez said.

Board member Dr. Lawrence D.
Budnick stated the board is respond-
ing at a relevant time when teenage
electronic nicotine use is increasing.
Dr. Budnick cited a recent New York
Times article noting the growing popu-
larity of “vapes” with teen users.

He said the largest advertisement
medium for e-cigarettes is the retail
stores themselves.

Dr. Budnick said he has read stud-
ies where users will develop “pop-
corn lung.” Popcorn lung is medi-
cally diagnosed as “bronchiolitis
obliterans” referred to as thickening
of the airways and scarring of the
lungs.

Influenza (flu) infection rates have

Scotch Plains Mayor Reviews
Plans to ‘Harden’ Schools

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said on Tuesday
that several new initiatives to
“harden our schools” against po-
tential threats will be implemented
as part of a cooperative agreement
with Fanwood and the board of edu-
cation, including placing resource
officers in some schools and limit-
ing access to school buildings.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting, the mayor said the
moves, coming weeks after the mass
shooting at a Florida high school,
are aimed at increasing security so
that, “anyone can’t just walk in and
out” of a school building. Township
Manager Al Mirabella said town-
ship officials and board of educa-
tion officials, in coordination with
the police chiefs of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, are hoping to have
resource officers in place within the
next few weeks, and added that
schools also are implementing
changes to ways that students and
visitors enter school buildings.

The mayor also gave an update
on the status of two gun-safety mea-
sures under consideration in the
State Legislature. One bill, A-2757,
would require background checks
for private gun sales. The other, A-
1217, would authorize gun violence-
related restraining orders as well as
firearms seizures in certain in-
stances. Both have passed the State
Assembly and currently are being
considered by the State Senate.

Before winding up the discussion
on guns and school safety, the mayor
said that, “it’s a shame in today’s
world we have to” take such steps.

“Why do people think if they have a
grievance with somebody, they take
a gun out and shoot them?” Mayor
Smith asked. He asked whether “we
have cheapened life in this country”
and urged residents “to treat each
other with respect.”

In other business at its brief Tues-
day meeting, the council vowed to
start seriously addressing the issue
of sidewalks in town, with Mayor
Smith saying that “sidewalks are
not in great shape,” especially near
the schools. He said township offi-
cials are beginning to assess side-
walks in town and also will empha-
size to property owners the impor-
tance of maintaining the sidewalks
on their properties.

Councilman Ted Spera said he
gets questions repeatedly from resi-
dents about the condition of side-
walks, while Councilman John Del
Sordi, Jr. said a lot of sidewalks are
in “bad shape” and noted that some
side streets, especially near schools,
do not have sidewalks at all.

The township has applied for a
Union County infrastructure grant
that would help with some of the
costs of sidewalk repair and replace-
ment, and Mr. Mirabella said a re-
cently-received state grant to resur-
face Westfield Road includes money
for sidewalk repair.

He also said the township has
used leftover funds from the annual
road resurfacing program to repair
sidewalks around some of the
schools.

At the governing body’s Tuesday,
April 17 meeting, public hearings
are scheduled to be held on the
2018 municipal budget and this
year’s capital budget.
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Elizabethtown Gas Outlines
Modernization Program

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Three rep-
resentatives from Elizabethtown Gas
Company detailed the scope of a major
modernization project to the borough
council during its Tuesday night work
session. Councilman Keith Turner
presided over the meeting in Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli’s absence.

The utility is planning to relocate
existing meters and replace 4.3 miles
of aging pipelines on Woodland Av-
enue and Mountain Avenue in
Westfield and Mountainside. A mile
and a half of the project is in Moun-
tainside. The project will impact 391
Elizabethtown customers, including

99 Mountainside residents. Each
council member received a packet
detailing the scope of the project and
copies of the letters that have been
sent to the impacted residents, which
include a hotline number and e-mail
contacts that residents can use in the
event they have questions or con-
cerns.

The project is tentatively sched-
uled to begin in June and will take
several months to complete. It will
involve road closures and digging up
large portions of Woodland and
Mountain Avenues. Several council
members expressed serious concerns
regarding the impact of a major con-
struction project on already congested
roads and asked for additional infor-
mation and assurances that the com-
pany will work with Borough Engi-
neer Michael Disko and the police
department to minimize disruptions
before agreeing to grant the neces-
sary permits.

Mountainside’s Coordinator of
Senior Services Kim Moriak and a
member of the Mountainside Police
Department have recommended that
the council support a new program
for senior residents, which will be

sponsored by the Watts Mountain-
side Community Foundation. Opera-
tion Blue Angel is a free program to
assist residents who, due to advanced
age, mobility or medical concerns,
may be unable to answer their door in
an emergency situation. Under the
program, a police department-owned
lock box, similar to a realtor’s lock
box, is placed on a door of the home.
A key supplied by the resident is
locked inside the box. In the event of
an emergency, responding police of-
ficers can retrieve the key by using a
code accessed by the Dispatched
Communications Center, which
would allow them to quickly enter the
home without causing damage.

The Blue Angel program lock box
will not be accessed for lockouts or
any other non-emergency situation.
The Watts Foundation has agreed to
provide funding for 100 boxes, which
residents can apply for after com-
pleting a waiver. Princeton, Raritan
and Piscataway have all rolled out
successful Blue Angel programs.
Council members unanimously sup-
ported the program and asked Ms.
Moriak to try and implement it as
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