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AP Scholars, Spring Athletes
Are Recognized by BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation commended AP Scholars and
Spring athletes at its regular monthly
board meeting Monday for their dem-
onstrated excellence in various areas.

Cranford High School (CHS)
Spring athletes who played baseball,
lacrosse and softball were acknowl-
edged by CHS Principal Mark
Cantagallo and the board for their
accomplishments during this past
Spring season.

Additionally, Mr. Cantagallo and
the board recognized the many suc-
cesses of CHS Advanced Placement
(AP) Scholars. Fifty-eight CHS stu-
dents were recognized as AP Schol-
ars, 24 CHS students were named as
AP Scholars with Honor, 62 CHS
students were acknowledged as AP
Scholars with Distinction and one
CHS student, Meg Cui, was com-
mended as a National AP Scholar.

Mr. Cantagallo commented that
being recognized as a National AP
Scholar “is the greatest academic
achievement” a student can attain on
the high-school level.

Maria Polyviou, an art teacher at
Lincoln Elementary School, was ac-
knowledged by Lincoln School Prin-
cipal Dennis McCaffery and the board
for her accomplishments related to
the 10th Annual Scarecrow Stroll.
Lincoln School, led by Ms. Polyviou,
has won the school category for the
scarecrow contest six years in a row.

Mr. McCaffery told the board he
had “nothing to do with” the success
for Lincoln School in the Scarecrow
Stroll and gave all credit to Ms.
Polyviou, commenting that “she’s just

an awesome teacher.”
In other board business, a new Stra-

tegic Plan is being developed over
the course of the school year. Brian
Chinni, Chief Executive Officer and
founder of The Madison Institute
(TMI), gave the board a presentation
explaining the process. Mr. Chinni
described strategic planning as “a
thoughtful and deliberate process that
yields an informed, measurable and
manageable organizational blueprint,
representative of the collective voices
and vision of the school
community...all for the benefit of stu-
dent safety, learning and achieve-
ment.”

Mr. Chinni outlined a plan for the
development of a new Strategic Plan
for the district, beginning with a pre-
planning stage, which currently is
going on, with a planned outcome of
having a final logistical plan.

In the months to come, there will be
data collection and analysis, inform-
ing the community, inviting the com-
munity to participate, planning meet-
ings and work sessions. From there
feedback and board of education ap-
proval will be sought. There will be
an action plan development and the
overall outcome, a five-year blue-
print, is set to be finished sometime in
July.

The board accepted a $2,000 dona-
tion from the Jaycees Foundation Inc.
to be used for the purchase of swim-
ming blocks for the Cranford High
School Athletic Department. Board
member William Hulse thanked the
Jaycees and commented that they “are
always helping us out.”

The next board meeting will be
held on Monday, December 11.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
LIT FOR THE SEASON...Santa and Mrs. Claus wave to the crowd during Westfield’s Christmas tree-lighting ceremony.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS...The Westfield Community Band entertains the
large crowd during Sunday night’s annual Christmas tree-lighting ceremony at
the North Avenue train station lot.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY...A shopper passes a sign advertising free
parking in Downtown Westfield during Small Business Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A HOLIDAY TRADITION...Downtown Cranford horse and buggy rides and
other holiday activities were held the day after Thanksgiving on Friday. The
events were sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of Commerce.

Neighboring Residents Concerned
With Birchwood Flooding, Buffer

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After hearing the
formal presentation of the redevelop-
ment plan for 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue by Planner Mike Mistretta of
Harbor Consultants at Tuesday’s
township committee meeting, resi-
dents asked the committee to con-
sider deepening the vegetation buffer
between homes on Wadsworth Ter-
race and the rear of a building planned
for the new development, as well as to
consider the impact of flooding that
would occur as a result of the devel-
opment.

The township committee adopted
an ordinance for a redevelopment plan
for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue that

establishes the land as a non-con-
demnation area in need of redevelop-
ment. The property is being converted
from an office use to a residential use.
The plan presented depicted three,
four-story apartment buildings with
225 units, including parking on the
ground level of each building.

At the rear of the property, Mr.
Mistretta said, a 150-foot buffer of
current vegetation will remain on the
property. Residents of Wadsworth
Terrace asked to deepen the buffer,
and asked why it is not 175 feet as
proposed by a previous plan by former
developer Cranford Development
Associates.

“Why not move it up, because ev-
ery foot we gain reduces the impact
on residents,” said resident Joe
LoGuidice of Wadsworth Terrace.

In response, Commissioner Ann
Dooley said by pushing the buildings
away from the rear lot line, the resi-
dents who would be living in the new
development would be closer to the
street on Birchwood Avenue. “You
could be impacting the quality of life
of those people facing Birchwood,
too,” Commissioner Dooley said.

“As a longtime resident...I would
like to think our concerns should be
put [ahead of] the aesthetics of people
that aren’t residents of a building that
hasn’t been built yet,” resident Mark
Smith of Wadsworth Terrace said.

“We will be staring at this as we

look out our windows,” said
Wadsworth Terrace resident Brad
LaForte, who also asked that the buffer
be increased.

Flooding in the area also is a con-
cern. Wadsworth Terrace residents
have experienced flooding when there
was none previously since the neigh-
boring nursing home had built an
addition about 20 years ago, Mr. Smith
said. He had concerns about how the
new development would further in-
crease flooding for the area. The prop-
erty along Birchwood Avenue lies in
a flood zone.

“Is the town council willing to set
aside a fund for residents if indeed
flooding does increase?” Mr. Smith
asked.

Rita LaBrutto of Arlington Road
had asked about the terms of the agree-
ment between the township and the
developer, Birchwood Developers
Associates LLC. Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. said a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) is on the table and is
“going to be decided at the next junc-
ture.” The town would collect less in
taxes over the years, Ms. Dooley con-
firmed, should there be a PILOT.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked the
committee’s rationale for offering a
PILOT.

Mayor Hannen said the township
would not be getting the same sale
price if the PILOT was not part of
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Retirements Announced By
Cranford Twp. Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee said Monday at its work-
shop meeting that it is seeking Com-
munity Development Block Grant
funds for the fiscal year 2018-2019.
The township is requesting $8,400
for the Senior Citizen Nutrition Pro-
gram; $100,000 for the Handicap
Ramp Replacement Program;
$54,218 for the Senior Citizen Social
Services Program; and $14,558 for
the Senior Citizen Handyman Pro-
gram.

The Christmas lights that have
adorned the train trestle will not be
displayed this year because NJ Tran-
sit has asked the township to pay a
$2,500 fee to do so. The committee
agreed to not pay the fee and officials
will discuss how they may be able to
hang the lights without using NJ Tran-
sit property during the Christmas sea-
son in years to come.

Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin an-
nounced that John Malar is retiring as
director of the township library.
Kenilworth Public Library Director
Michael Maziekien was selected as

Mr. Malar’s replacement. Also, the
library is to request a bond, now that
the referendum in the state election
has been passed by voters that will
allow libraries to request money for
improvements to their facilities.

Kathleen Miller Prunty is retiring
as the director of the Office of Busi-
ness and Economic Development,
also known as the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation, effective Feb-
ruary 2018, after serving 20 years,
Mr. Giblin said. The township de-
partment is “charged with economic
revitalization and marketing for the
Special Improvement District,” ac-
cording to its webpage. Ms. Prunty in
2004 won the Economic Develop-
ment Director of the Year award at the
25th Annual Mayors Dinner of the
Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce.

Commissioner Ann Dooley sug-
gested changing the start time of the
committee’s official meetings, held
typically on Tuesdays, to half an hour
earlier, at 7:30 p.m., and the confer-
ence session at 7 p.m.

Bond counsel for the township,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Sarno, Cuccaro Rip Todisco,
Blumenstock Over Mailing

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Republican Coun-
cil members Joseph Sarno and Ileen
Cuccaro, at Tuesday’s borough coun-
cil meeting, criticized Democrats,
Council President Sara Todisco’s and
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock’s
recent flyer updating residents on the
South Avenue redevelopment plan.
The South Avenue II redevelopment
site plan will be discussed at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 5, at the Lincoln
School with Russo Development, the
developer, taking public commentary.

At the meeting, council members
and their legal representatives had
differing opinions on whether the flyer

indicates site-plan specifics are final-
ized or if and to what degree Russo
and the borough are still negotiating.
The one-page flyer invited residents
to the December 5 public meeting
while providing background infor-
mation on why the redevelopment
came about per court statutes. The
flyer provided two possible develop-
ment realties.

“There are two options available
and we want to know what you think.
Our job as council members is to
weigh the pros and cons of each op-
tion, which includes understanding
your perspective,” according to the
flyer.

The first option is 52 townhomes

with 26 two-bedroom units and 26
three-bedroom units. Borough resi-
dents would pay for sewer, garbage
and snow-plowing expenses. Eigh-
teen additional parking spots would
be set aside for municipal parking (27
total spots including already owned
existing ones by the Garwood Fire
Department).

The second proposed option is 73
total rental units with seven studio
apartments, 39 one-bedroom units,
19 two-bedroom units and eight three-
bedroom units. The rental units would
include the developer paying for
sewer, garbage and snow-plowing
expenses. The building layout would
be a one-building structure (e-shape)
with 23 additional (32 total) munici-
pal parking spots.

Ms. Cuccaro said the flyer being
distributed was politically motivated.

Mr. Sarno, Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock are all on a planning
board and council joint committee
overseeing the South Avenue II rede-
velopment specifics.

Ms. Cuccaro said that Ms. Todisco
“does this all the time,” referring to
Ms. Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock
allegedly excluding Mr. Sarno from
voicing an opinion or “having con-
trol” in negotiations with Russo on
the joint committee.

“It’s a bit unfair to go out on your
own to do this when you’re the only
ones with the information,” said Mr.
Sarno to Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock.

Ms. Cuccaro said she dislikes the
fact two council members can take it
upon themselves to inform the public
without notifying other council mem-
bers first.

The flyer was paid for by Ms.
Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock.

“I am not going to apologize for
informing the public on an important
issue,” Ms. Blumenstock responded.

Mr. Sarno said it was “naïve” for
Ms. Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock to
release negotiation information be-
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HERE WE GO A CAROLING… The Cranford High School Madrigal Choir,
under the direction of Meghan Magnus, entertains the hundreds of family
members at Cranford’s Tree Lighting and celebration of the arrival of Santa last
Friday night. The mayor and the president of the Chamber of Commerce in
Cranford thanked the Jaycees, TV 35, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts as well as
the police and fire departments for coming together to supply support, hot
chocolate and cookies.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A CRANFORD TRADITION...These youngsters help decorate the Cranford
Christmas tree before Friday’s Cranford Christmas tree-lighting ceremony that
night.
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Birchwood Concerns
the deal.

After passing the ordinance, the
committee voted on resolutions.

The resolution for salary step pro-
gression was approved 4 to 1. Deputy
Mayor Patrick Giblin voted against
the salary step progression. Commis-
sioner Dooley, while voting in favor
of the resolution, commented that she
is not in favor of step progressions.
Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA)
were approved for Township Admin-
istrator Terence Wall, who was ap-
proved for a salary of $167,595, and
Registered Environmental Health
Specialist Monika Koscova-Jencik,
who was approved a salary of
$75,949. Executive Secretary Carol
Cole was approved a range 12 salary
of $66,354; Executive Secretary
Melissa Marotta was approved a range
12 salary of $61,439, and Assistant
Financial Officer Catherine Cook was
approved a range 11 salary of $63,890.

A 3-to-2 vote passed a resolution
authorizing terminal pay, which is
due to an employee for leave not
taken, for former Township Clerk Tara
Rowley. Commissioners Dooley and
Giblin voted against the resolution.
Ms. Rowley resigned to take the town
clerk’s position with Westfield. The
terminal pay was for about $10,000.

The committee approved a salary
increase for Suzanne Welsh, the of-

fice assistant within the township
clerk’s office, with a salary set at
$45,545.

Affordable housing counsel Jef-
frey Surenian’s contract was amended
by resolution for an additional amount
not to exceed $25,000. The contract
had been amended in April for $5,000,
July for $20,000 and September for
$60,000.

The township was awarded a
$60,000 Union County Kids Recre-
ation Grant for 2017, as well as a
$4,500 for the 2017 county’s Green-
ing Grant program.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a new snow
blower.

During public comments, resident
Ms. LaBrutto said she was not in
support of the Downtown Manage-
ment Corporation’s (DMC) strategic
plan that would permit a fourth floor
in the downtown. “I cannot reconcile
fourth floors with quaint (Cranford),”
Ms. LaBrutto said. “Cranford is not
Hoboken, even though some people
on the DMC think we will be the next
Hoboken.” She went on to say mem-
bers of the DMC board had been
approved zoning applications that
allowed for high-density projects.

“I hope that we are not doing this to
basically satisfy our (affordable) hous-
ing obligation and use it as an excuse
to merit the fourth floor,” Ms. LaBrutto
said of the strategic plan. She sug-
gested the township seek affordable-
housing credits through special-needs
housing. “There is a need for it in the
community...you have the chance to
do good with this,” she said.

The township is to set a new date
with the court to hear how Cranford
plans to satisfy its affordable-hous-
ing obligation, Mayor Hannen told
The Westfield Leader. Some of the
affordable housing that the township
is obligated to provide would be in-
cluded on North Avenue in the down-
town, he said.

SP Planning Board OKs
Subdivision on Grand St.

fore it is finished.
The flyer is “jeopardizing” the

borough’s ability to negotiate further,
Mr. Sarno said.

“You just compromised us with
the developer. The borough was put
in a completely bad position. We
don’t have a (finalized South Av-
enue II) financial agreement,” Mr.
Sarno continued.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
said he does not see anything illegal
with council members utilizing their
own dollars to inform the public.

The borough’s redevelopment le-
gal representative, William
Northgrave, said the flyer, “does not
cement our feet (with what is pro-
posed currently on paper).”

“It could get different more of this
and less of that,” said Mr. Northgrave,
in describing the common give and
take in negotiations. Mr. Northgrave
said how it is hard to sum up the flyer
specifics as a win or loss for the
borough because the finalized agree-
ment will be judged by differing
value systems of those reviewing it.

“There is a town hall meeting next
week. This is a way to get the word
out. The details with pictures will be
announced at the meeting (Russo
presentation),” Ms. Blumenstock
said.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution enabling the bor-
ough to apply for Union County
matching grants to fund the revital-
ization of Hartman Park. The bor-
ough received only one bid or theo-
retical price quotes for various equip-
ment and designs. The grant sum is
for $160,000.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said the
park has not been revitalized with
new playground equipment in more
than 30 years.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the new equipment proposed for the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Mailing
park is compliant with the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, while the
current equipment is not.

“As a committee we are applying
for grants. We are being conscien-
tious of how much we are spending.
This is inclusive and a big deal for
special-needs children,” Mr.
Lazarow said.

Both Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno
voted no on approving the resolu-
tion.

“I am a firm believer of getting
more than one estimate. A section
(borough population) does not use it
(the park) at all,” Ms. Cuccaro said.

Mr. Sarno said he was not aware if
what was shown in composites has
been priced into the cost of the park’s
revitalization plan. He said he would
like to have further investigations
completed to see if the current equip-
ment is a liability to park users.

Mayor Lombardo stated that he
will have a Union County park safety
inspector review the condition of the
equipment for Mr. Sarno.

“The borough has $3.8 million of
debt and this is authorizing more
borrowing,” said Mr. Sarno, who
stated that the state allows munici-
palities to borrow themselves into
financial pitfalls. Mr. Sarno said the
borough’s debt-to-taxation capacity
being 49 percent is something he
plans to address in the 2018 fiscal
year.

Ms. Todisco said the borough has
borrowed one-seventh of the maxi-
mum the state allows.

“You can get 12 quotes. Hire who-
ever you want. I’m flabbergasted
how (council members Ms. Cuccaro
and Mr. Sarno) do not just sign the
grant. It’s accepting the money.
You’re voting no to the children of
the borough,” former councilman
Bill Nierstedt said.

Ms. Cuccaro responded, “We
should cut money back somewhere
else. What should we cut? It (aver-
age increases in municipal portion
of residents’ property taxes) is
$2,000 in seven years.” The park
plan would add $70 to the average
tax bill.

The council approved the hiring
of Frank Pizzi III as a full-time
laborer for the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW).

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro both
voted no on the hiring.

“I am not hiring an eighth guy (in
public works). It’s that simple,” said
Mr. Sarno in stating that studies have
not been completed detailing a need
for more DPW workers.

“(I’m) disappointed for the lack of
support of DPW. That’s what I see
this as,” Ms. Blumenstock said.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro also
opposed rehiring Mr. Northgrave as
the borough’s redevelopment legal
representative. Mr. Northgrave was
approved in a council vote to con-
tinue in that role.

“This guy represented Russo be-
fore,” said Mr. Sarno before correct-
ing himself and admitting Mr.
Northgrave sat across the table from
Mr. Russo in negotiations with his
previous clients.

“I worked with Russo before. I sat
across the table. I told you this when
you hired me,” Mr. Northgrave re-
sponded.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave unani-
mous approval to a minor subdivi-
sion of a property currently owned
by the Scotch Plains Baptist Church.

The existing building on the prop-
erty at 1964 Grand Street, at the
corner of Union Street, was for-
merly used by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA for some of its day-
care programs until the services
were relocated last year to the
YMCA’s main facility on Martine
Avenue. The 200-year-old building
was described by Pastor Chaz
Hutchison as “dilapidated” last sum-
mer in an interview with The
Westfield Leader.

At Monday’s brief planning board
hearing, the church’s attorney,
Stephen Hehl, said the property,
which he described as being “an
institution for years,” would be

turned into three conforming lots.
Planner James Watson said the three
new lots will be of nearly equal size
and told the board that all three
homes would face Union Street.

The board’s final meeting of the
year is set for Monday, December
11, with its reorganization meeting
scheduled for Monday, January 8.

Steve Rogut and Warren Korecky,
recommended to the township to per-
manently bond a note due to favor-
able lending rates. The township com-
mittee is to vote at its Tuesday, De-
cember 19 meeting. The present debt
service is $4.8 million, and would be
expected to drop to $4.3 million, Mr.
Korecky said.

The township also has some $18

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Retirements
million in bond anticipation notes,
not including the some $18 million
borrowed to pay for the purchase of
215-235 Birchwood Avenue, Mr.
Korecky said.

“This was part of our multi-year
plan,” Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said.

The committee also met in closed
session to discuss personnel matters.



Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 58th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 48-2017 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, November 30, 2017

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 14
Community ... 6-7, 14
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 15
Sports ............ 9-13
Real Estate .... 9-16
Classifieds ..... 14
A&E .............. 15-16

WESTFIELD
WEST

Westfield West Office • 600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065 • ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©  2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity 

Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. #600NORTH

The Right Combination of Cutting Edge Technology 
and the Highest Quality of Services and Programs is the Reason 

Why Coldwell Banker is the

Preferred Real Estate Company.  

Planning Board OKs Subdivision
Of Former Y Prop. on Grand St.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday gave unani-
mous approval to a minor subdivi-
sion of a property currently owned
by the Scotch Plains Baptist Church.

The existing building on the prop-
erty at 1964 Grand Street, at the
corner of Union Street, was for-
merly used by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA for some of its day-
care programs until the services
were relocated last year to the
YMCA’s main facility on Martine
Avenue. The 200-year-old building

was described by Pastor Chaz
Hutchison as “dilapidated” last sum-
mer in an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

At Monday’s brief planning board
hearing, the church’s attorney,
Stephen Hehl, said the property,
which he described as being “an
institution for years,” would be
turned into three conforming lots.
Planner James Watson said the three
new lots will be of nearly equal size
and told the board that all three
homes would face Union Street.

In other business, the board was
informed that the zoning board of

adjustment has completed its ap-
provals for cellular carriers to re-
place their antennas atop the new
PSE&G monopoles along the right-
of-way that parallels Terrill Road.
Board member Robert LaCosta, the
township’s zoning officer, told the
board that he expects the carriers to
soon apply for building permits to
complete the re-installation. For the
past few years, cellular carriers had
housed their antennas on temporary
poles while PSE&G undertook a
multi-year project to upgrade and
modernize its transmission towers
and power lines.

Mr. LaCosta also said that a plan-
ning board subcommittee has put
together various zoning ideas that
have been discussed over the years
and that he hopes for a full board
discussion of the ideas “to help put
us in the 21st century.” One that will
have to be discussed and addressed
is the lack of an ordinance at present
governing electronic LED message
signs of the type seen outside
schools and the municipal building.

Mr. LaCosta said he has gotten
requests for such signs to replace
the older ones that need to be
changed by hand from Terrill Middle
School, Union Catholic High
School, the YMCA and the Jewish
Community Center. Existing town-
ship ordinances do not allow LED
signs, meaning entities wanting one
need to get a variance from the
zoning board.

The board’s final meeting of the
year is set for Monday, December
11, with its reorganization meeting
scheduled for Monday, January 8.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DECK THE HALLS...With Thanksgiving over, homeowners in Scotch Plains have put up their  Christmas decorations.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HOLIDAYS...Homeowners in Scotch Plains are already busy readying
their houses for  the Christmas season.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BIG MAN POSES…Santa and his sidekick elf (Shane Kennedy) pose for
pictures with children and families in the gazebo in the heart of Cranford on
Friday. The day-long celebration on Black Friday included decorating of the
town’s Christmas tree, holiday music by the Cranford High School Madrigals and
Brass Ensemble and plenty of hot chocolate and cookies. The town’s Jaycees, the
Chamber of Commerce and boy and girl scouts, along with the police and fire
department pooled resources for the town wide event.

Fanwood Hopes for Larger
Turnout at Holiday Event

By REBECCA GLASSER-BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Recreation com-
mission members said they are hop-
ing for a higher attendance at this
Sunday’s Holiday Celebration and
Christmas tree-lighting, as last year’s
event had a lower attendance than
expected.

The event, to be held from 3 to 5
p.m., will include Santa, who will
take photos with visiting children.
There also will be free refreshments,
holiday crafts, contests and much
more.

In other business at Tuesday’s rec-
reation commission meeting, the For-
est Road Park master plan has been
updated and is ready to be put into
action. The next step in the process is
to bring the plan back to the borough
council so the hiring and design pro-
cess can advance.

A motion was made by commis-
sion member Anthony Carter, who
will join the borough council in Janu-

ary, to approve the Community Pass
facilities module. The motion was
passed. The commission will go
through the process of updating its
online facility renting process to make
it more efficient for renters.

Longtime resident of Cranford
Michael Viturello approached the
commission in regard to a borough
ordinance about the policy of pets in
the park. It was stated by commission
members that it has been in effect for
many years. Commission member
Bruce Zakarin explained that the or-
dinance was put into action to prevent
cross contamination and interaction
between dog feces and children.

Mr. Viturello said he would like the
matter to be looked into further. The
issue will be added to the agenda for
the commission’s next meeting on
Tuesday, December 19, at 7 p.m. The
council has changed the time from
7:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. The meeting will
be held at the Forest Road Park build-
ing.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS...The Westfield Community Band entertains the
large crowd during Sunday night’s annual Westfield Christmas Tree lighting
ceremony at the North Avenue train station lot.

Neighboring Residents Voice
Concerns With Birchwood

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — After hearing the
formal presentation of the redevelop-
ment plan for 215-235 Birchwood Av-
enue by Planner Mike Mistretta of Har-
bor Consultants at Tuesday’s township
committee meeting, residents asked the
committee to consider deepening the
vegetation buffer between homes on
Wadsworth Terrace and the rear of a
building planned for the new develop-
ment, as well as to consider the impact
of flooding that would occur as a result
of the development.

The township committee adopted an
ordinance for a redevelopment plan for
215-235 Birchwood Avenue that estab-
lishes the land as a non-condemnation
area in need of redevelopment. The
property is being converted from an
office use to a residential use. The plan
presented depicted three, four-story
apartment buildings with 225 units, in-
cluding parking on the ground level of
each building.

At the rear of the property, Mr.
Mistretta said, a 150-foot buffer of cur-
rent vegetation will remain on the prop-
erty. Residents of Wadsworth Terrace

asked to deepen the buffer, and asked
why it is not 175 feet as proposed by a
previous plan by former developer
Cranford Development Associates.

“Why not move it up, because every
foot we gain reduces the impact on
residents,” said resident Joe LoGuidice
of Wadsworth Terrace.

In response, Commissioner Ann
Dooley said by pushing the buildings
away from the rear lot line, the residents
who would be living in the new devel-
opment would be closer to the street on
Birchwood Avenue. “You could be
impacting the quality of life of those
people facing Birchwood, too,” Com-
missioner Dooley said.

“As a longtime resident...I would
like to think our concerns should be put
[ahead of] the aesthetics of people that
aren’t residents of a building that hasn’t
been built yet,” resident Mark Smith of
Wadsworth Terrace said.

“We will be staring at this as we look
out our windows,” said Wadsworth
Terrace resident Brad LaForte, who
also asked that the buffer be increased.

Flooding in the area also is a concern.
Wadsworth Terrace residents have ex-

Retirements Announced By
Cranford Twp. Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee said Monday at its work-
shop meeting that it is seeking Com-
munity Development Block Grant
funds for the fiscal year 2018-2019.
The township is requesting $8,400
for the Senior Citizen Nutrition Pro-
gram; $100,000 for the Handicap
Ramp Replacement Program;
$54,218 for the Senior Citizen Social
Services Program; and $14,558 for
the Senior Citizen Handyman Pro-
gram.

The Christmas lights that have
adorned the train trestle will not be
displayed this year because NJ Tran-
sit has asked the township to pay a
$2,500 fee to do so. The committee
agreed to not pay the fee and officials
will discuss how they may be able to
hang the lights without using NJ Tran-
sit property during the Christmas sea-
son in years to come.

Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin an-
nounced that John Malar is retiring as
director of the township library.
Kenilworth Public Library Director
Michael Maziekien was selected as
Mr. Malar’s replacement. Also, the
library is to request a bond, now that

the referendum in the state election
has been passed by voters that will
allow libraries to request money for
improvements to their facilities.

Kathleen Miller Prunty is retiring
as the director of the Office of Busi-
ness and Economic Development,
also known as the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation, effective Feb-
ruary 2018, after serving 20 years,
Mr. Giblin said. The township de-
partment is “charged with economic
revitalization and marketing for the
Special Improvement District,” ac-
cording to its webpage. Ms. Prunty in
2004 won the Economic Develop-
ment Director of the Year award at the
25th Annual Mayors Dinner of the
Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce.

Commissioner Ann Dooley sug-
gested changing the start time of the
committee’s official meetings, held
typically on Tuesdays, to half an hour
earlier, at 7:30 p.m., and the confer-
ence session at 7 p.m.

Bond counsel for the township,
Steve Rogut and Warren Korecky,
recommended to the township to per-
manently bond a note due to favor-
able lending rates. The township com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Sarno, Cuccaro Rip Todisco,
Blumenstock Over Mailing

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Republican Coun-
cil members Joseph Sarno and Ileen
Cuccaro, at Tuesday’s borough coun-
cil meeting, criticized Democrats,
Council President Sara Todisco’s and
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock’s
recent flyer updating residents on the

South Avenue redevelopment plan.
The South Avenue II redevelopment
site plan will be discussed at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 5, at the Lincoln
School with Russo Development, the
developer, taking public commentary.

At the meeting, council members
and their legal representatives had
differing opinions on whether the flyer
indicates site-plan specifics are final-
ized or if and to what degree Russo
and the borough are still negotiating.
The one-page flyer invited residents
to the December 5 public meeting
while providing background infor-
mation on why the redevelopment
came about per court statutes. The
flyer provided two possible develop-
ment realties.

“There are two options available
and we want to know what you think.
Our job as council members is to
weigh the pros and cons of each op-

tion, which includes understanding
your perspective,” according to the
flyer.

The first option is 52 townhomes
with 26 two-bedroom units and 26
three-bedroom units. Borough resi-
dents would pay for sewer, garbage
and snow-plowing expenses. Eigh-
teen additional parking spots would
be set aside for municipal parking (27
total spots including already owned
existing ones by the Garwood Fire
Department).

The second proposed option is 73
total rental units with seven studio
apartments, 39 one-bedroom units,
19 two-bedroom units and eight three-
bedroom units. The rental units would
include the developer paying for
sewer, garbage and snow-plowing
expenses. The building layout would
be a one-building structure (e-shape)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Fanwood Holiday Festivities
Get Underway This Sunday

FANWOOD — The Borough of Fan-
wood has announced its upcoming sched-
ule of holiday events. December is filled
with a variety of community activities
and opportunities for residents to give
back. This holiday season, Fanwood will
host a holiday celebration and tree light-
ing, a giving tree and a Santa Parade,
among other events throughout the bor-
ough, to end the 2017 year.

“Each year, we host these annual events
that bring together thousands of our resi-
dents and visitors to Fanwood,” said Fan-
wood Mayor Colleen Mahr. “I hope that
this year’s events will be better than ever
and that we will continue to enjoy the
holidays with our neighbors.”

Fanwood’s holiday season officially
begins when Santa Claus arrives in town
this Sunday, December 3, at 3 p.m. All are
invited to meet Santa on the lawn in front
of the North Avenue Train Station and to
enjoy an afternoon of seasonal music,
holiday crafts and refreshments. This free
event concludes at 5 p.m. when Mayor
Mahr lights the Fanwood town tree on
the train station lawn. This event is brought
to the public by Mayor Mahr, the bor-
ough council and the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission.

The Santa Parade will take place this
year on Saturday, December 16. Santa
will travel throughout the borough deliv-
ering presents to the doorsteps of boys
and girls, accompanied by the Fanwood
Fire Department, Rescue Squad and po-
lice officers of PBA Local 123. To have
a present delivered to their home, parents
must drop off gifts at the Fanwood
Firehouse now through Saturday, De-
cember 2, from 5 to 9 p.m. No late gifts
will be accepted and gifts should not be
left at the police department. Gifts must
be no larger than a typical shoe box and
only one gift per child is permitted. Each
gift must be labeled with the child’s
name, address and a phone number. Santa
will begin his journey at 11 a.m. and it
takes all day to get to every child’s home.

Fanwood PBA Local 123 and the Bor-
ough of Fanwood are dedicating their
Holiday Giving Tree to collect educa-
tional toys and books for the children of
Union County’s Parents as Teachers pro-
gram. There will be ornaments available
for pickup on the borough tree at Borough
Hall with the age and sex of the child. For
those who participate, all unwrapped gifts
should be delivered to Dianne Howarth at
the Fanwood Police Department now
through Thursday, December 6.

For those who are looking for a Christ-
mas tree, the Fanwood Lions Club and
Fanwood Fire Department are hosting a
Christmas tree sale at LaGrande Park.
Sales are taking place starting today,
November 30, from 6:30 to 9 p.m., and
will continue on the following schedule:
Thursdays and Fridays, 6:30 to 9 p.m.,
and Saturdays and Sundays, 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. Sales will continue until the trees are
gone. Trees and wreaths are available at
various prices.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Mailing
perienced flooding when there was none
previously since the neighboring nurs-
ing home had built an addition about 20
years ago, Mr. Smith said. He had con-
cerns about how the new development
would further increase flooding for the
area. The property along Birchwood
Avenue lies in a flood zone.

“Is the town council willing to set
aside a fund for residents if indeed
flooding does increase?” Mr. Smith
asked.

Rita LaBrutto of Arlington Road had
asked about the terms of the agreement
between the township and the devel-
oper, Birchwood Developers Associ-
ates LLC. Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. said a Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT) is on the table and is “going to
be decided at the next juncture.” The
town would collect less in taxes over
the years, Ms. Dooley confirmed, should
there be a PILOT.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked the
committee’s rationale for offering a
PILOT.

Mayor Hannen said the township
would not be getting the same sale price
if the PILOT was not part of the deal.

After passing the ordinance, the com-
mittee voted on resolutions.

The resolution for salary step pro-
gression was approved 4 to 1. Deputy
Mayor Patrick Giblin voted against the
salary step progression. Commissioner
Dooley, while voting in favor of the
resolution, commented that she is not in
favor of step progressions. Cost of Liv-
ing Adjustments (COLA) were ap-
proved for Township Administrator
Terence Wall, who was approved for a
salary of $167,595, and Registered En-
vironmental Health Specialist Monika
Koscova-Jencik, who was approved a
salary of $75,949. Executive Secretary
Carol Cole was approved a range 12
salary of $66,354; Executive Secretary
Melissa Marotta was approved a range
12 salary of $61,439, and Assistant
Financial Officer Catherine Cook was
approved a range 11 salary of $63,890.

A 3-to-2 vote passed a resolution
authorizing terminal pay, which is due
to an employee for leave not taken, for

former Township Clerk Tara Rowley.
Commissioners Dooley and Giblin
voted against the resolution. Ms. Rowley
resigned to take the town clerk’s posi-
tion with Westfield. The terminal pay
was for about $10,000.

The committee approved a salary
increase for Suzanne Welsh, the office
assistant within the township clerk’s
office, with a salary set at $45,545.

Affordable housing counsel Jeffrey
Surenian’s contract was amended by
resolution for an additional amount not
to exceed $25,000. The contract had
been amended in April for $5,000, July
for $20,000 and September for $60,000.

The township was awarded a $60,000
Union County Kids Recreation Grant
for 2017, as well as a $4,500 for the
2017 county’s Greening Grant program.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a new snow
blower.

During public comments, resident
Ms. LaBrutto said she was not in sup-
port of the Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) strategic plan that
would permit a fourth floor in the down-
town. “I cannot reconcile fourth floors
with quaint (Cranford),” Ms. LaBrutto
said. “Cranford is not Hoboken, even
though some people on the DMC think
we will be the next Hoboken.” She went
on to say members of the DMC board
had been approved zoning applications
that allowed for high-density projects.

“I hope that we are not doing this to
basically satisfy our (affordable) hous-
ing obligation and use it as an excuse to
merit the fourth floor,” Ms. LaBrutto
said of the strategic plan. She suggested
the township seek affordable-housing
credits through special-needs housing.
“There is a need for it in the
community...you have the chance to do
good with this,” she said.

The township is to set a new date with
the court to hear how Cranford plans to
satisfy its affordable-housing obligation,
Mayor Hannen told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. Some of the affordable
housing that the township is obligated to
provide would be included on North
Avenue in the downtown, he said.

with 23 additional (32 total) munici-
pal parking spots.

Ms. Cuccaro said the flyer being
distributed was politically motivated.

Mr. Sarno, Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock are all on a planning
board and council joint committee
overseeing the South Avenue II rede-
velopment specifics.

Ms. Cuccaro said that Ms. Todisco
“does this all the time,” referring to
Ms. Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock
allegedly excluding Mr. Sarno from
voicing an opinion or “having con-
trol” in negotiations with Russo on
the joint committee.

“It’s a bit unfair to go out on your
own to do this when you’re the only
ones with the information,” said Mr.
Sarno to Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock.

Ms. Cuccaro said she dislikes the
fact two council members can take it
upon themselves to inform the public
without notifying other council mem-
bers first.

The flyer was paid for by Ms.
Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock.

“I am not going to apologize for
informing the public on an important
issue,” Ms. Blumenstock responded.

Mr. Sarno said it was “naïve” for
Ms. Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock to
release negotiation information be-
fore it is finished.

The flyer is “jeopardizing” the
borough’s ability to negotiate further,
Mr. Sarno said.

“You just compromised us with the
developer. The borough was put in a
completely bad position. We don’t
have a (finalized South Avenue II)
financial agreement,” Mr. Sarno con-
tinued.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud said
he does not see anything illegal with
council members utilizing their own
dollars to inform the public.

The borough’s redevelopment le-
gal representative, William

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Birchwood Concerns
Northgrave, said the flyer, “does not
cement our feet (with what is pro-
posed currently on paper).”

“It could get different more of this
and less of that,” said Mr. Northgrave,
in describing the common give and
take in negotiations. Mr. Northgrave
said how it is hard to sum up the flyer
specifics as a win or loss for the
borough because the finalized agree-
ment will be judged by differing value
systems of those reviewing it.

“There is a town hall meeting next
week. This is a way to get the word
out. The details with pictures will be
announced at the meeting (Russo pre-
sentation),” Ms. Blumenstock said.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution enabling the bor-
ough to apply for Union County
matching grants to fund the revital-
ization of Hartman Park. The bor-
ough received only one bid or theo-
retical price quotes for various equip-
ment and designs. The grant sum is
for $160,000.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said the
park has not been revitalized with
new playground equipment in more
than 30 years.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the new equipment proposed for the
park is compliant with the Americans
With Disabilities Act, while the cur-
rent equipment is not.

“As a committee we are applying
for grants. We are being conscien-
tious of how much we are spending.
This is inclusive and a big deal for
special-needs children,” Mr. Lazarow
said.

Both Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno
voted no on approving the resolution.

“I am a firm believer of getting
more than one estimate. A section
(borough population) does not use it
(the park) at all,” Ms. Cuccaro said.

Mr. Sarno said he was not aware if
what was shown in composites has
been priced into the cost of the park’s

revitalization plan. He said he would
like to have further investigations
completed to see if the current equip-
ment is a liability to park users.

Mayor Lombardo stated that he
will have a Union County park safety
inspector review the condition of the
equipment for Mr. Sarno.

“The borough has $3.8 million of
debt and this is authorizing more bor-
rowing,” said Mr. Sarno, who stated
that the state allows municipalities to
borrow themselves into financial pit-
falls. Mr. Sarno said the borough’s
debt-to-taxation capacity being 49
percent is something he plans to ad-
dress in the 2018 fiscal year.

Ms. Todisco said the borough has
borrowed one-seventh of the maxi-
mum the state allows.

“You can get 12 quotes. Hire who-
ever you want. I’m flabbergasted how
(council members Ms. Cuccaro and
Mr. Sarno) do not just sign the grant.
It’s accepting the money. You’re vot-
ing no to the children of the bor-
ough,” former councilman Bill
Nierstedt said.

Ms. Cuccaro responded, “We
should cut money back somewhere
else. What should we cut? It (average
increases in municipal portion of resi-
dents’ property taxes) is $2,000 in
seven years.” The park plan would
add $70 to the average tax bill.

The council approved the hiring of
Frank Pizzi III as a full-time laborer
for the Department of Public Works
(DPW).

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro both
voted no on the hiring.

“I am not hiring an eighth guy (in
public works). It’s that simple,” said
Mr. Sarno in stating that studies have
not been completed detailing a need
for more DPW workers.

“(I’m) disappointed for the lack of
support of DPW. That’s what I see
this as,” Ms. Blumenstock said.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro also

opposed rehiring Mr. Northgrave as
the borough’s redevelopment legal
representative. Mr. Northgrave was
approved in a council vote to con-
tinue in that role.

“This guy represented Russo be-
fore,” said Mr. Sarno before correct-
ing himself and admitting Mr.
Northgrave sat across the table from
Mr. Russo in negotiations with his
previous clients.

“I worked with Russo before. I sat
across the table. I told you this when
you hired me,” Mr. Northgrave re-
sponded.

mittee is to vote at its Tuesday, De-
cember 19 meeting. The present debt
service is $4.8 million, and would be
expected to drop to $4.3 million, Mr.
Korecky said.

The township also has some $18
million in bond anticipation notes,
not including the some $18 million
borrowed to pay for the purchase of
215-235 Birchwood Avenue, Mr.
Korecky said.

“This was part of our multi-year
plan,” Commissioner Andis Kalnins
said.

The committee also met in closed
session to discuss personnel matters.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Retirements
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
GIVING BACK...Union County Freeholders Christopher Hudak and Bette Jane
Kowalski present a resolution to Eric Rubinson and Arthur Hearns of the
Cranford Jaycees recognizing and commending them for their efforts in the Track
Friday Fundraiser that focuses on hurricane relief and to purchase new instru-
ments for Cranford middle schools. On Black Friday, people are encouraged to
participate by walking or running on local tracks to raise money for different
charities. For more information, visit trackfriday.org.

Model Railroad Club
Holding Light & Sound Show

UNION — The Model Railroad
Club, Inc.’s annual model train show
is continuing its annual Light and
Sound Show on weekends through
December 10. Now in its 67th year,
the Club presents the show on its
11,000-sq.-foot layout, located on
Jefferson Avenue, off Route 22 East,
in Union Township (Behind The
Home Depot).

The 20-minute show (which runs
repeatedly throughout the day/
evening) features theatrical lighting
and songs to evoke the history and
magic of three regional New Jersey
railroads of the 1950s. Hours are:
Fridays, December 1 and 8, from 7 to
10 p.m.; Saturdays, December 2 and
9, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sundays,
December 3 and 10, from 11 a.m.
through 8 p.m.

Between shows, parents and kids
can see the trains up-close on their
40-by-40-ft. layout, as well as tour
the 80-by-60-ft. extension of the rail-
road that is still under construction
and features a cork screw loop [too
operate trains between two levels],
hand-laid track, educational displays
and video-feeds from trains as they
make their way around the track. There
is also a double-decker N-scale lay-
out with operating trains and detailed
scenes of New Jersey — including
Port Reading harbor, steel mill and
circus – in its own 30-by-27-ft. show-
room. There’s a snack bar, railroad/
gift shop, and a play area for little
ones, with Thomas trains and train
videos.

All proceeds support the opera-

tions of The Model Railroad Club,
Inc., one of the largest railroad clubs
in New Jersey. The Club has approxi-
mately 170 volunteer members. Un-
der an arrangement with the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation, the Club has constructed
and operates the A. Paul Mallery
Model Railroad Center, located in a
mixed-use area of the county’s Lenape
Park off Route 22 East in Union. The
display is open to the public every
Saturday from 1 to 4 pm. Free park-
ing is available on site and the build-
ing is wheelchair accessible.

Advance purchase for the Light
Show are available at the Club’s ticket
window and gift shop on Saturdays
between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m., or by mail.
Advance tickets available online on
the Club’s website (www.tmrci.org/
annual-show.html). Advance ticket
prices are $7 for adults, $4 for chil-
dren (ages 3 through 15) and $5 for
teens age 12 to 16. Prices are higher
at the door on the days of the show.
Children age 2 and under are admit-
ted free of charge. Group rates are
available to groups of 10 or more
persons (please contact the Club for
pricing and additional information).

The Club was founded on February
17th, 1949, by four men who shared
a common interest in model railroad-
ing.
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Legislation to Crack Down
On ‘Sweatshop’ Conditions
TRENTON – Legislation spon-

sored by Assemblywomen Annette
Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth) to crack
down on the abuse and exploitation
of temporary workers in New Jersey
was approved Monday by the Senate
Labor Committee.

The bill was prompted by a 2016
multi-media investigative series that
exposed a vast range of unsafe and
hazardous conditions, pay violations
and hostile working environments in
New Jersey’s temp industry. As the
investigation noted, New Jersey has
one of the largest concentrations of
temporary workers in the nation due
to the high volume of warehouse jobs
that process goods shipped through
Port Newark. The series found many
employment environments where
temporary workers received little to
no safety training, were denied over-
time pay or fair compensation, and
faced rampant racial and sexual ha-
rassment, essentially amounting to
modern day “sweatshop” conditions.

“No one should have to settle for
such mistreatment in order to secure
work and provide for their families,”
said Asw. Quijano. “Many of these
temp agencies purposely set up shop
in Latino neighborhoods so they can
take advantage of undocumented im-
migrants who they know will be less
likely to report mistreatment to au-
thorities. This is outrageous. This bill
helps empower workers to report these
grievances and holds these agencies
accountable so that this exploitation
stops.”

The bill, A-4278, would establish
services for reporting employer and

employment service violations and
require employers to post certain no-
tifications informing employees of
that service.

The bill requires every employer
and employment service in this state
to conspicuously post notification
giving a brief summary of workers’
rights in the state and notifying work-
ers of the reporting services estab-
lished pursuant to the bill. The no-
tices must be posted in a place or
places accessible to all workers in
each of the employer’s or employ-
ment service’s workplaces, in a form
issued by regulation promulgated by
the commissioner.

The employer or employment ser-
vice is required to provide each worker
with a written copy of the notifica-
tion: not later than 30 days after the
form of the notification is issued by
the commissioner; at the time of the
worker’s hiring or placement, if the
worker is hired or placed after the
issuance; annually, on or before De-
cember 31 of each year, if the worker
is an ongoing employee or placement
of the employer or employment ser-
vice; and at any time, upon the first
request of the worker.

An employer or employment ser-
vice that violates the bill’s provi-
sions or retaliates against a worker is
liable to a civil penalty of not less
than $1,000 for the first violation,
not less than $1,500 for the second
violation, and not less than $2,000
for the third and each subsequent
violation.

The bill was approved 51-23-1 by
the full Assembly in June.

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

DRUG EXPIRATION DATES
drugs may exhibit potency loss 
and chemical changes that 
have yet to be studied. 
  Next to your personal doctor, 
your pharmacist is the most 
informed about the various 
medications available and 
their contraindications. It’s 
never too late to become an 
informed consumer about your 
health. For more information, 
please call our pharmacy. We 
are a full-service pharmacy 
that does compounding and 
veterinarian compounding on 
site, as well as offering free 
prescription delivery.
HINT: Medicine cabinets, 
which are located in hot 
and humid bathrooms, are 
the least desirable places to 
store medicines.

  Drug manufacturers provide 
expiration dates for their prod-
ucts, which are estimates of 
their shelf lives (with the ex-
pectation that they will be prop-
erly sealed in their containers 
away from harmful heat and 
humidity). The basis for ex-
piration dates is “accelerated 
stability data,” which comes 
from manufacturer testing that 
shows that the product will be 
good for a certain period. The 
expiration date cannot be al-
tered without data that sup-
ports the claim that the product 
is found to be stable beyond 
the original date. Consumers 
should not assume that medi-
cine in unopened containers 
is still good one year past the 
expiration date. Out-of-date

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
CAREER MILESTONE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen,
right, presents Union County College Head Coach Alex J. Louis with a resolution
congratulating him upon his 300th win with the college’s men’s soccer program.
The milestone came when the men’s soccer team defeated Cumberland County
College, 7 to 1, at Union County College’s home field site at Snyder Avenue Turf
Field in Berkeley Heights. The coach has been at the helm of the men’s soccer
program at Union County College for the past 21 seasons.

John Malar Retiring
As Cranford Lib. Director

CRANFORD — Cranford Public
Library Director John Malar will re-
tire at the end of December after 29
years of service to the library.

Mr. Malar began his tenure as a ref-
erence librarian in 1989 and was pro-
moted to director in 1992. Comment-
ing on his time at the library, Mr. Malar
said, “I couldn’t have been more fortu-
nate than to wind up working at the
Cranford Public Library. It has been a
great place to work and there are so
many people I would like to thank for
helping to make the library such a valu-
able asset to the community...”

“I couldn’t have been more fortu-
nate than to wind up working at the
Cranford Public Library. It has been
a great place to work and there are so
many people I would like to thank
for helping to make the library such
a valuable asset to the community.
Many, many thanks to the dedicated
staff members I have worked with
over the years, the many library Trust-
ees who have served so ably and so
conscientiously, my colleagues in the
New Jersey library community,who
have been the source of much wise
counsel, and the Cranford Township
administration for its steadfast sup-
port.

“Also, many thanks to the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library, who

have been instrumental in helping the
library succeed in its mission. But,
first and foremost, thank you to the
thousands of patrons of all ages who
have borrowed more than six million
items from the library and have taken
advantage of the library’s programs
and services during my tenure. Your
patronage is a testament to the value
of public libraries everywhere,” Mr.
Malar said.

Kenilworth Library Director
Michael Maziekien will assume the
position of director of the Cranford
Library in January. Before assuming
his post at Kenilworth four years ago,
Mr. Maziekien was an adult services
librarian at the Riverdale and Nutley
public libraries, and head of refer-
ence and information technology at
the Rockaway Township Public Li-
brary. He currently is president of the
New Jersey Library Association.

Speaking of his move to Cranford,
Mr. Maziekien noted, “I’m excited to
be working alongside the library
board, staff and Friends to continue
the tradition of excellent service in
Cranford.”

There will be a farewell reception
for Mr. Malar at the Cranford Library
on Saturday, December 9, from 2 to 4
p.m., in the Raddin Room. All are
welcome.

‘Knock Out Opioid Abuse’
Town Hall at Kean on Dec. 5
UNION — Union County residents

are urged to join the conversation on
the opioid epidemic gripping the state
and nation at a Knock Out Opioid
Abuse Town Hall Series hosted by
the Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey.

Organized with the Horizon Foun-
dation for New Jersey, the series fo-
cuses on the link between prescrip-
tion drug dependency and heroin
abuse and examines the causes of the
current opioid crisis and possible so-
lutions in addressing the issue. Atlan-
tic Health System, Kean University
and Prevention Links are serving as
collaborating partners in the Union
County town hall.

“All residents of New Jersey are
encouraged to join the conversation
and participate in their local Knock
Out Opioid Abuse Town Hall to un-
derstand the disease of addiction,
develop strategies to help protect their
families and identify resources to
address individuals who have become
dependent on prescription drugs or
are abusing heroin,” said Angelo

Valente, executive director of the
Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jer-
sey.

Speakers will include Union County
Freeholder Christopher Hudak, Dr.
Andrew Kaufman, Atlantic Health
System; Pam Capaci, executive di-
rector of Prevention Links, and Mariel
Hufnagel, executive director of The
Ammon Foundation.

The event will be held from 6 to 8
p.m. on Tuesday, December 5 at the
Kean University STEM Building Au-
ditorium, 1075 Morris Avenue, Union,
NJ. Doors open at 5 p.m.

Every day, an average of 144 people
in the United States die from an opioid
overdose, according to the Drug En-
forcement Administration. In New
Jersey, an estimated 2,000 people died
of an opioid overdose in 2016. As of
November 3, 84 people in Union
County had died of an overdose in
2017, while law enforcement officers
in the county had deployed Naloxone
155 times. More than 225 people in
Union County have died of a drug
overdose since the start of 2015.

New Mass Transit Map for
County Residents, Visitors

COUNTY – Just in time for the
holiday shopping and travel season,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders reminds residents and
visitors that the new Union County
Transit Map is available free online,
and printed copies are free on re-
quest. The map displays all bus and
rail routes and connections in the
Union County area.

The map was developed as part of
the 2016 Union County Transporta-
tion Master Plan in association with
the North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority (NJTPA), which pro-
vided funds for printing the map.

“The new Union County Transit
Map enables commuters and travel-
ers to see all of our regional bus and
rail routes at a glance,” said Free-
holder Angel G. Estrada, who is the
first vice-chairman of the NJTPA.
“We hope that it provides county resi-
dents and visitors with a convenient
way to explore all of their options for

travel during this busy season.”
The double-sided map features train

and bus routes along with hospitals,
schools and airports in the area, in-
cluding Elizabeth-Newark connec-
tions. The Union County Transit Map
is available as a free download at
ucnj.org/transit. To receive a free copy
by mail, send a request to the Union
County Public Office of Public Infor-
mation at info@ucnj.org.

Mr. Estrada also encouraged resi-
dents and visitors to visit Union
County’s ConneXions website online
at ucnj.org/connect, for quick links to
transportation information including
bus, rail, car, air, and bike routes.

Another transportation option is
the Union County Paratransit Sys-
tem. Paratransit provides low cost
rides to seniors, persons with dis-
abilities and other eligible Union
County residents. More information
is available online at ucnj.org/depart-
ments/human-services.

PITCHING IN...Last week student volunteers from Union County College in
Elizabeth pitched in to help maintain a thriving wildflower meadow along the
shores of the lake at Warinanco Park in Roselle as part of Union County’s Adopt-
a-Park program.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 30, 2017 Page 3

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Codey Rips Tennessee for
Withdrawing Offer to Schiano
Senator and former Governor Ri-

chard J. Codey (D-27th, Roseland)
this week criticized the University of
Tennessee for withdrawing a deal with
former Rutgers University coach Greg
Schiano to serve as the head of the
school’s football program. “I am dis-
heartened by the treatment of Greg
Schiano by the students, the univer-
sity community and officials in Ten-
nessee.

“I am dismayed, but not surprised,
by the White House press secretary’s
uninformed comments that sought to
validate the outrageous and unsub-
stantiated claims and that further in-
flamed the situation....Greg Schiano
took a Rutgers football program that
was at the bottom to national promi-
nence during his tenure, and he did so
with dignity and class.

“His character is unquestionable
and his commitment to Rutgers’ pro-
gram and to the athletes’ academics
and mental and physical wellbeing
during his time with the university
was undeniable. He has said there is
no truth to the claim that he saw
anything at Penn State, and reports
indicate there has never been a shred
of evidence to support the allega-
tion. Yet Tennesseans have seized on
this rumor to sideline a deserving
coach...”

According to ESPN, Coach
Schiano worked as an assistant un-
der defensive coordinator Jerry
Sandusky at Penn State from 1990 to
1995. Sandusky is serving 30 to 60
years in jail after he was convicted
on 45 counts of sexual abuse.
Tennessee’s decision was said to be
based on reports that one of deposi-
tions given in the case stated that Mr.
Schiano saw Sandusky abusing a boy
in the 1990s. Mr. Schiano has said he
never saw any such abuse in his
years with Penn State.

Gov.-Elect Murphy Putting
Together Transition Team

Among the hundreds of people
named to Governor-Elect Phil
Murphy’s transition team are several
local residents and others who have
served in previous administrations.

Some of those named to the transi-
tion team are: Martin Robins of
Westfield, the director emeritus of
the Alan M. Voorhees Transporta-
tion Center at Rutgers University;
Nicole Cole of Mountainside, repre-
senting the New Jersey Charter
Schools Association; Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th); Anthony Attanasio of Brick (a
former Westfield resident), execu-
tive director of the Utility and Trans-
portation Contractors Association of
New Jeersey; Jack Lettiere, who
served as Gov. Jim McGreevey’s
transportation commissioner; former
U.S. Attorney Paul Fishman; Pam
Fischer, former director of the New
Jersey Division of Highway Traffic
Safety, who previously served as
vice-president of public affairs of
AAA New Jersey Automobile Club;
Hetty Rosenstein, New Jersey state
director, Communication Workers of
America.

Lance: ‘Sexual Harassment
Has No Place In Our Society’
Congressman Leonard Lance (R-

7th) released the following statement
after a series of reports of sexual
harassment by members and candi-
dates for Congress:

“Sexual harassment is morally ab-
horrent and has no place in our society
regardless of political affiliation. Any
member of Congress or candidate for
Congress who admits to or has been
credibly accused of it is not qualified
to serve in public office. Congress
should take the lead on this issue and
pass Rep. Jackie Speier’s mandatory
sexual harassment training legislation,
which I am cosponsoring.”

Bill Would Require
Mandatory Training

Rep. Jackie Speier of California
and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand of New
York, both Democrats, sponsors of
companion bills addressing sexual
harrassment, say their bills would re-
quire members and staff to go through
mandatory sexual harassment train-
ing every year, and would give vic-
tims and whistleblowers more sup-
port, according to a CNN report.

House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis)
has announced that the House will
require all members and their staffs to
participate in anti-harassment and
anti-discrimination training, accord-
ing to the report.

Steinhardt Named
GOP State Chairman

 Doug Steinhardt, a partner in
former Governor Jim Florio's law
firm, Florio Perrucci Steinhardt &
Fader,  has elected unanimously as
the Republicans state chairman, NJ
Advance Media has reported. He has
been GOP leader in Warren County
for over a decade.

Murphy Won 36 Towns
That Trump Carried

Governor-Elect Phil Murphy won
in 36 towns that President Donald
Trump carried in 2016 including
Garwood and Winfield Park in Union
County, according to a nj.com report.

Among the other towns are:
Margate (Atlantic County); Paramus
(Bergen County); Nutley and West
Caldwell (Essex); Wildwood (Cape
May); Absecon (Atlantic County);
Phillipsburg (Warren County) and
Lakewood (Ocean County.)
Cook Report Lists Frelinghuysen

House Race As a ‘Toss-Up’
The Cook Political Report has

changed next year’s 11th Congres-
sional District race to a “toss-up.” The
district is represented by veteran Re-
publican Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen. He faces a challenge
from Montclair resident Mikie Sherrill.

The Washington, D.C.-based Cook
Report also listed New Jerseu’s 2nd
District, which is being vacated by
veteran Republican Congressman
Frank LoBionado, as a “toss up.” The
report list  the 7th District, represented
by Congressman Leonard Lance (R),
as “leans Republican.” Five Demo-
crats have already filed with the Fed-
eral Election Commission for the seat.

Residents Invited to Apply
 For Openings on Boards

WESTFIELD — Mayor-Elect
Shelley Brindle and the Council-
Elects Linda Habgood, Mike Dardia,
David Contract, and Dawn Mackey
are inviting Westfield residents to
apply for vancancies on tiown boards
and committees.

“During our campaign, I met so
many talented individuals who are
eager to participate and volunteer in
our community,” said Mayor-Elect
Brindle. “In order to tap into the
talent of all of our residents, we’re
opening the process to allow for any-
one to apply to serve on one of the
many boards and committees, as well
as to volunteer for new initiatives
that will be announced after the new
year.”

The application, along with de-
scriptions for the various boards and
commissions, can be found on the
town’s website at
w w w . w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v /
volunteertoday. The deadline to sub-
mit applications for board consider-
ation is Sunday, December 10, and
appointments will be made at the
Saturday, January 2, town council
organizational meeting.

General volunteer applications will
be accepted at any time, with the
initial review process matching needs
and interests beginning in the new
year. These general volunteer oppor-
tunities will require varying degrees
of commitment, from ongoing to
“done in a day” initiatives to enable
as many residents as possible to par-
ticipate. There are a limited number
of open positions on the existing
boards and commissions for 2018,

however, more positions open up ev-
ery year as terms conclude.

“We will strive to fill each board
with qualified residents from every
Ward who bring diverse skills and
relevant experience,” Mayor-Elect
Brindle said.

Mayor-Elect Brindle said she wants
to harness the energy that surrounded
the election and translate it into a
positive force for the future of
Westfield. “I experienced first-hand
what committed and inspired volun-
teers are capable of accomplishing
when working towards a shared goal,”
she said. “I’m looking forward to
working with all of the residents of
Westfield to put that enthusiasm to
work on behalf of our entire commu-
nity.”

Those with questions should con-
tact Transition Team Co-Chairman
Ben Nanna at
ben@brindleforwestfield.

Existing boards, committees and
commissions with open positions:
Board of Adjustment, Board of Ar-
chitectural Review, Board of Health,
Historic Preservation Commission,
Insurance Advisory Board, Planning
Board, Rahway Valley Sewage Au-
thority, Recreation Commission, Spe-
cial Improvement District Board, Tree
Preservation Commission, Westfield
Housing Commission, Westfield
Memorial Library Board, Union
County Air Traffic Advisory Board,
Union County Community Develop-
ment Revenue Sharing Committee,
Union County Solid Waste Advisory
Board, and Union County Transpor-
tation Advisory Board.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE
Whether you are thinking about getting divorced, going through a divorce, or already divorced, there is 

important information that you should know! This is your opportunity to have your questions answered by 
four experienced attorneys who devote their entire practice to family law.

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of the Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C., and his 
team of attorneys, Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq. will 
review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separa-
tion, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-
divorce Court review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic 
climate, recent alimony and child support legislation and possible changes to the tax code will impact divorce 
and post-divorce matters. Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.

A FREE Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees
Reservations Required (No last names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
THE WESTWOOD

438 North Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027

908-789-0808
www.thewestwood.com

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2017
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY INN
36 Valley Road

Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

www.hiclarknj.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Muñoz Raising Awareness
Of Shaken Baby Syndrome

REGION – Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Summit) de-
livered over 200 tiny purple baby
caps earlier this month to University
Hospital in Newark, which she knit-
ted with others to raise awareness of
Shaken Baby Syndrome. Asw.
Muñoz, a registered nurse, teamed
up with the National Center on
Shaken Baby Syndrome to help pre-
vent serious infantile brain injury,
which can result from forcefully
shaking an infant or young child.

Asw. Muñoz said the purple caps
are given to new parents along with
a booklet describing infant crying
patterns and coping mechanisms and
other educational materials. She is
also sponsoring a bill, A-5187, in the
State Legislature to establish the Pe-
riod of PURPLE Crying program
statewide. Each letter in the word
purple stands for situations that par-
ents may experience with their in-
fant.

 For example, the first P stands for
“peak crying,” the R for “resists sooth-
ing” which is when a baby continues
crying no matter what a parent does,
and the L is for “long lasting” as
babies may cry as much as five hours
each day.

“It’s important for new parents to
know babies are going to cry, and

when your baby is crying it’s impor-
tant to take care of yourself, and to
step back if you need to,” said Asw.
Muñoz. “It’s always better to put your
baby safely in a crib and take time to
calm down before you come back to
take care of your baby.”

According to the National Center
on Shaken Baby Syndrome, there are
about 1,300 cases of SBS in the na-
tion each year. According to NCSBS
figures, about 25 percent of victims
of SBS die from their injuries and 80
percent of those who survive suffer
lifelong disability. SBS is the leading
cause of child abuse deaths in the
United States.

Scotch Plains Mayor’s
Gala on December 8
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 27th

Annual Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
is scheduled for Friday, December 8
from 6 to 11:30 p.m. at the
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. A silent auction and raffle will
be held.

Tickets for this event are $85 and
can be purchased through the Com-
munity Pass page under activities in
Scotch Plains Recreation. For more
information, call (908) 322-6700, Ex-
tension 220.

County Awarded Grant To
Treat Inmates With Addictions

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced that the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Corrections has awarded a
grant of $200,000 to Union County.
The funds will go to Medication As-
sisted Treatment (MAT) programs at
the Union County jail for inmates
with substance abuse disorders.

New Jersey committed a total of
$1.7 million in MAT funding to county
correctional facilities across the state.
Union County was one of 10 grant
recipients.

“Our goal is to ensure that incarcer-
ated individuals can make a fresh
start and contribute to a stronger Union
County on their release, and MAT
programs are an essential part of that
effort,” Freeholder Chairman Bruce
H. Bergen said. “With this additional
state funding, we can provide the
medical support that is proven to help
former inmates get back on their feet
and maintain sobriety.”

Grant recipients may only use the
funds to purchase MAT medications
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. The funding may
apply to medications provided upon
release as well as treatment during
incarceration.

Introducing the MAT program dur-
ing an inmate’s incarceration increases
the likelihood of recovery
sustainability and abstinence when
they are released.

“A 2015 study shows that for opioid
abusers, involvement in an MAT pro-
gram during incarceration can reduce
the risk of an early relapse,” said
Freeholder Christopher Hudak, who
is the Freeholder Board liaison to the
Union County Mental Health Advi-
sory Board. “These programs benefit
the entire community by interrupting
the cycle of drug abuse, crime and
incarceration.”

The new MAT funding is one of
Union County’s initiatives to address
the opiate crisis. In 2017, Mr. Bergen

also introduced an initiative to fund
an additional 25 beds for in-patient
treatment, and the Freeholder Board
joined with the Union County sheriff
and prosecutor to launch CLEAR,
the Community Law Enforcement Ad-
diction Recovery program. CLEAR
aims to encourage eligible addicts to
seek help through law enforcement
agencies by providing a “safe space”
for connecting with recovery services.

Other actions in Union County in-
clude an expansion of Project Medi-
cine Drop from two locations in 2013
to 12 in 2017, a Drug Court program
that provides nonviolent offenders
with access to recovery services, and
the Union County Opioid Response
Initiative, which provides for the re-
cipients of police-administered nalox-
one to connect with addiction recov-
ery specialists at local hospitals.

Union County has also expanded
its use of an in-house treatment pro-
gram for county inmates who are
housed at Delaney Hall in Newark.
The program, which is funded by the
New Jersey Department of Correc-
tions, covers both alcohol and drug
abuse services including counseling
and life skills.

The Freeholder Board is also co-
sponsoring “Knock Out Opioid
Abuse,” a free town hall event at
Kean University’s STEM Building
auditorium, 1075 Morris Avenue in
Union Township, from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 5 (doors open at
5 p.m.).

The event features Freeholder
Hudak, Dr. Andrew Kaufman of
Atlantic Health System, Preven-
tion Links Executive Director Pam
Capaci and Ammon Foundation
Execut ive  Director  Marie l
Hufnagel.

More information about the
Knock Out Opioid Abuse cam-
paign and town hall series is avail-
able  a t
knockoutopioidabuse.drugfreenj.org.

ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN...Newly installed Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) were sworn in on Tuesday by Union County Superior Court
Judge James Hely. Pictured outside the new family courthouse in Elizabeth, from
left to right, are: Harsh Sharma of Springfield, Jennifer Brady of Scotch Plains,
Kim Schumacher of Westfield, Samantha Heimple of Summit, Neha Sharma of
Springfield, Lisa Scott of Summit and Nicholas Ponzio of Westfield.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Remove Those
Campaign Signs

I wish politicians were as diligent
in removing their campaign signs as
they are in putting them out. It has
been almost a month since the elec-
tion and our eyes are still bombarded
by these sings.

Maybe the campaigns should be
charged with littering after a period
of time.....like one week.

Pat Leonard
Scotch Plains

Tax Reform Looks Like A
Giveaway to Corporations, The Rich

We Will Not Risk The Financial Health
Of Garwood By Costly Lawsuits

Many of us are aware that Con-
gress is in the process of trying to
simplify and reduce the tax burden on
us taxpayers. However, the bill that
the House just passed and the one in
the Senate does not do that. In addi-
tion, the Senate is trying to do away
with the individual mandate.

The tax bill deletes most of the
deductions we use, in fact only mort-
gage and charity giving will be de-
ductible. The House bill allows an
additional $10,000 deduction for
property tax, and the Senate bill al-
lows the cost of medical expenses.
These three must add up to exceed the
new standard deduction, which is a
hard to do.

Presently the addition of each, along
with the state and local taxes and the
$4,050 personnel exemption, far ex-
ceeds the $24,000/$12,000. There-
fore many of us will be paying more
in taxes after the tax reform bill. This
is anything but reform!

While I do not think that the indi-
vidual mandate is a good idea, repeal-
ing it has consequences that are being
ignored.

It appears that individual market
place will be hit hard. It may be al-
ready built in to the 2018 insurance
rates. But it could go up 10 percent
year after year. This would help ex-
plain the potential 25 percent increase
in an individual policy for next year.

While the Republicans may be try-
ing to have Obamacare cave in on
itself they don’t realize, or more likely
don’t care, what it does to folks like
us.

The results are house prices will
fall, vacation homes will be less
wanted, charity giving will decrease,
people will have less money to spend,
many will go without insurance, char-
ity care at hospitals and medical fa-
cilities will get worse.

Those that don’t have insurance may
decide to pick up a catastrophic policy
and pay for medication and doctor
visits out of pocket, with negotiated
charges. This may result in less profit
for insurance companies and higher
rates for those that do have insurance.

As many of you know, long-term
care is expensive, perhaps more than
$100K a year. Without the deduction
seniors become a funding source for
corporations and other tax brackets.

This is amazing, no job (if over 50
or so) and no deduction for the medi-
cal spiraling costs, or the other de-
ductions we are use too. They are
crazy, cold hearted/narrow sighted or
have another plan.

On top of this is the funding that our
Governor-elect Phil Murphy cam-
paigned on.

Where will all this money from us
taxpayers come from?

I think that it is possible Congress
wants to get the public more dis-
pleased with President Trump, suffer
the losses in Congress and get him out
of office and/or neutered by impeach-
ment hearings. This means the swamp
survives.

On the other hand several Republi-
can Senators will not vote for it, with
changes to Obamacare few Demo-
crats if any will vote for it. Saying
that, it means that the tax reform bill
may fail. That is good news if it hap-
pens for us.

In fact, when CEOs were asked
what they would do with the extra
money from this tax reform bill, they
indicated that they would increase
dividends and buy back their stock.
No re-investment, pay higher salaries
or create jobs.

The rise in the Stock Market will
reverse, Trump will look like a hin-
drance and many of us will be more
than happy to have any Democrat as
president, as he or she reforms the
damage done by the Republicans. I
know if a Democrat runs on a plat-
form that does not include these “re-
forms,” he has my vote.

It appears that the public is not in
favor of these changes since it looks
like a giveaway to corporations and
possibly the rich.

The question, what can we do?
Since most of our Washington Repre-
sentatives realize how damaging the
bills are, try calling them anyway on
the phone. Then you can try calling
those in other districts and if you are
nice they will listen to you. You can
write to the media, call phone lines
and the like.

Should this bill fail, the Republi-
cans will look like they can’t govern.
Should the bill pass, then the Repub-
licans look like they don’t care about
us and those that have high medical
costs. Their only option is to pull both
bills back and assure that all taxpay-
ers receive a tax break by rewriting it
by including both parties.

Some 240 ago, Americans stood
and fought for freedom, prodded by
“taxation without representation.”
One can make a case that it is time to
fight again, regardless of one’s politi-
cal affiliation.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

With You, We Provided
700 Thanksgiving

Meals To Poor And
Homeless

Thank you to all who helped St.
Joseph Social Service Center pro-
vide nearly 700 Thanksgiving meals
to our poor and homeless neighbors
in the Elizabeth area. Our donation
list is full of contributions large and
small that each made a difference.

Some examples from Westfield: 25
turkeys from a group of workout bud-
dies at the Y. Ninety-four pies from
Franklin school. Fully cooked meals
for homeless families in temporary
shelter at motels. Food and turkeys
from Westfield PAL. Countless do-
nations from churches, schools, com-
munity groups, and individuals.

Thank you all for sharing your time
and your resources with people in
need. We are very grateful for your
support at Thanksgiving and through-
out the year.

Bernadette Murphy
Executive Director

St. Joseph Social Service Center

As members of the Council/Plan-
ning Board Sub-Committee, we re-
cently dropped a letter to all the homes
in Garwood to seek the input of the
residents on what the final product of
the South Avenue II redevelopment
area will consist of. We encourage
everyone to attend the town hall meet-
ing on Tuesday, December 5 at 7 p.m.
at Lincoln School to hear about the
two possible plans from the devel-
oper himself and ask your questions.

If you did not receive a copy of our
letter that provided a side-by-side
comparison of key points of each
plan, you can check it out on the
“Garwood Democrats” Facebook
page or call/email us: Sara Todisco –
stodisco@garwood.org, (908) 377-
7890; Jen Blumenstock,
jblumenstock@garwood.org, 908-
337-7726.

While delivering the letter, one resi-
dent expressed that Garwood should
“stop growing,” and we completely
understand. We share that frustration.
Unfortunately, the reality is that the
NJ Superior Court has ordered us to
formally adopt a redevelopment plan
on this site by the end of December in
order to meet our affordable housing
mandate. Should we not comply,
Garwood would lose immunity and
be left vulnerable to builder’s remedy
lawsuits, which have plagued our
neighboring communities. We will
not risk the financial health of
Garwood by leaving us open to these
costly and unwinnable lawsuits; it is
our hope that we will all be able to
come to an agreement by then.

We heard you last year when you
expressed concerns with the number
of rentals being constructed, so we
fought for town homes, likely for
sale, on the South Avenue II property.
However, the reality is that with these
52 town homes, come 26 total three-
bedroom units. This could have a
large financial impact on the town
and schools. So we negotiated a sec-
ond plan — this time of rentals (73
total), but with lower bedroom units,
thereby limiting some of impact on

the town.
After a long negotiation period,

these two plans are currently under
consideration and we want to know
what you think. There are pros and
cons to both, as there are with all
redevelopment plans, but we are com-
mitted to getting the best deal pos-
sible. Our job as council members is
to weigh the pros and cons, but to also
hear what you, the residents of
Garwood, have to say. So please call
or email us to let us know what you
think.

We are committed to improving
communications with the residents
about Garwood’s redevelopment and
look forward to speaking with you
and hearing your thoughts.

Sara Todisco, Council President
Jen Blumenstock, Councilwoman

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Stre – Straw
2. Cerrial – Pertaining to the bitter oak
3. Baquet – A small tub
4. Rese – To tremble or shake

HOAST
1. To cough
2. A small human forest denizen; an elf
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin
4. To fall away or decline

POWTER
1. Concerned with petty affairs
2. The act of rubbing; massaging
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. Persecute; oppress

HOLOUR
1. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
2. A fornicator or whoremonger
3. A confidence man; swindler
4. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.

PRANDIAL
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Given to creeping or crawling
3. Tapering to a point
4. Belonging to a meal, especially din-

ner

Interest Arbitration Among Issues
Looming Before Legislature

As the New Jersey state government prepares for
a change in administrations for the first time in eight
years, there are a number of issues that local towns
will be watching as the current legislative session
winds down. The most important is the looming
expiration of the 2-percent cap on interest arbitra-
tion awards for police and firefighter contracts that
have entered the arbitration stage after reaching an
impasse in contract talks. The law, which has existed
since 2010, is set to expire December 31. It is
considered the centerpiece on the overall 2-percent
annual cap on property taxes which includes exemp-
tions such as debt service, employee pensions and
health benefits.

The interest arbitration cap was last renewed in
2014. Ed Donnelly, president of the New Jersey
State Firefighters Mutual Benevolent Association
(NJFMBA), has said in a letter that interest arbitra-
tion was established “decades ago with the under-
standing firefighters and police could not strike.”
According to a report issued by Governor Chris
Christie appointees to the interest arbitration task
force, since the inception of the cap “the average
annual base salary increase provided in interest
arbitration awards subject to the 2-percent cap is
1.85 percent.” The final report of the full task force,
which also includes appointees of the Senate Presi-
dent and Assembly Speaker, is due December 31.
While we support an extension of this cap, the blame
for property-tax hikes cannot and should not be

placed solely on our police and fire professionals.
Our local school districts and county governments
also must be brought to task for these increases.

Another issue that might come before the Legisla-
ture in the final weeks of the current legislative
session are changes in the state’s Open Public Meet-
ings Act (OPMA) and Open Public Records (OPRA)
laws, namely Senate Bills S-1045 and S-1046, re-
spectively. The last Open Public Meetings Act law
was enacted 14 years ago, while OPRA was enacted
in 2002.

According to an article published by observer.com,
S-1046 would require “custodians” of records, usu-
ally town clerks, to provide more of an explanation
on what information has been redacted from re-
quests for public records and why such information
can’t be released under OPRA. S-1045 would ex-
pand the public meetings law to include subcommit-
tees such as town council committees. Often these
panels contain only a few council members, and
thus, do not have to be publicly advertised. But, in
our view, these discussions are important and should
be done in public and not in a back room. S-1045 also
would expand OPMA to include such groups as the
New Jersey League of Municipalities, New Jersey
School Boards Association and New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Counties.

We are hopeful that lawmakers will not try to jam
through last-minute laws like last year’s effort to
pull legal advertising from newspapers.

Remember Those In Need
During the Holiday Season

Part of what defines the character of the commu-
nities in our readership area is residents’ collective
and consistent spirit of giving. We have long wit-
nessed it through the efforts of individuals, congre-
gations and civic groups, schools and businesses, on
behalf of those near and far, in the best of times and
worst of times. It shone vibrantly once again this
year in the compassionate response to those im-
pacted by devastating natural disasters in Texas,
Florida, Puerto Rico and elsewhere.

While this spirit of giving remains strong in our
towns year round, it is particularly evident during the
holiday season, with young children through adults of
all ages contributing their time, talents and other
resources to helping those in need through collections
of groceries, winter coats and other necessities.

Through various endeavors, our residents strive to
meet the practical, spiritual and educational needs of
disadvantaged populations, including those dwell-
ing right here in our midst. It is important to remem-
ber, especially with the arrival of winter, that even
within the most affluent communities are people
struggling on a daily basis to house, feed and safe-
guard the health of their families.

The charitable programs and activities conducted
throughout our area are too numerous to list here.
However, we wish to highlight some holiday and/or
seasonal campaigns currently underway, in the hopes

of generating support and awareness of the ways
they provide critical lifelines to the individuals and
families they serve.

Among the most venerable is the Westfield Area Y
Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale, continuing through
December 23 at the Elm Street Athletic Field in
Westfield. The sale, which has been held for more
than 65 years, benefits local charities and non-profits.

A longtime tradition in Scotch Plains-Fanwood is
the Tiny Tim Fund’s annual Carol Night, set this year
for December 6, which raises funds to assist local
families with children’s medical expenses.

The libraries of Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford and Garwood
are among those participating in a holiday season
food drive sponsored by the Libraries of Union
County Consortium. Non-perishable food items
presently are being collected at these and other
Union County libraries through December 18, to be
directed to the New Jersey Community FoodBank
and local centers that supply food to the needy.

As we decorate our own homes, prepare our tables,
enjoy the customary festivities, and, above all, con-
template the spiritual significance of the season, let
us also remember those for whom the holidays may
be not be so merry, and explore the many ways we
can help to make things brighter for them now and
into the new year.

Our Interns
Hi Mr. Peyton! I saw that you had

a story on my school newspaper, The
Ithacan, and me in The Leader when
I came home from break. Thank you
so much! I really appreciate the cov-
erage, and the paper's editorial board
thought it was so kind of you guys. I
meant to stop in while I was home for
Thanksgiving break, but it went by so
quickly! I'm hoping I can stop in
when I come home for Christmas
break.

I'm enjoying my journalism classes,
and I'm also now minoring in both
politics and Spanish. I'm learning a
lot of history of journalism and how
to use a camera and edit video, which
I never thought I would be able to do.

Hope you are all doing well!
Becky Mehorter

Scotch Plains
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This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004437

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-045029-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN BARICH, HIS HEIRS, DE-

VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS/HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITTLE AND INTEREST
(1-10), JASON R. BARICH, BARBARA
MAKOWSKI, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty-One and
56/100*** $330,861.56.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 564 Hunter
Avenue.

Block 405, Lot 2.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 75 feet x

113 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Weaver Street
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 9/27/17. Sale is
subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and
interest since 9/27/17.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-One
Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-Eight and 05/
100*** $341,628.05 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004471

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004004-16

Plaintiff: INVESTORS BANK
VS.
Defendant: KIRSTEN C. FRODEN
Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Sixteen and
45/100*** $248,916.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BORO
OF GARWOOD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 454 2ND AVENUE,
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY
07207.

It is known and designated as Block 107, Lot
19.

The dimensions are approximately 28 feet X
150 feet.

Nearest cross street: Maple Street.
Prior lien(s): 3rd Quarter taxes open/due in the

amount of $1,615.98.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Ninety-Eight and 62/100***
$255,298.62 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $183.60

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004473

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-5154-16

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: ORLANDO PRODE; MRS. OR-

LANDO PRODE, WIFE OF ORLANDO PRODE;
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.; BUILDERS GEN-
ERAL SUPPLY COMPANY

Sale Date: 12/06/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Fif-
teen Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Seven and
74/100*** $615,247.74.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, and
the STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Commonly known as: 210 CENTER STREET,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 14, Block 405.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 50 x 100;

0.1148 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Myrtle Avenue.
SUBJECT TO: SEE CONDITIONS OF SALE
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty-Eight

Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-Eight and 75/
100*** $628,528.75 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
LEOPOLD & ASSOCIATES, PLLC
90 EAST HALSEY ROAD
SUITE 202A
PARSIPPANY NEW JERSEY 07054
(914) 219-5787
4 T - 11/09, 11/16, 11/23
& 11/30/17 Fee: $163.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004479

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001784-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES ARGILA; ANN ARGILA;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; JOAN M. ARGILA; COLUMBIA
BANK

Sale Date: 12/13/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Eight and 14/100*** $425,728.14.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 11
Laurie Court, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT# 10, Block# 15303, PRIOR LOT
#21, Prior Block # 316.M.

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000. 926 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
Taxes: 4th Quarter of 2017 open balance

amount of $5,400.70, good through 11/1/17*
Other: Sewer open balance amount of $269.61*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy and 11/100***
$434,970.11 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30
& 12/07/17 Fee: $179.52

GOP Tax Plan And Actions to
Consider to Save Money

The 19th Amendment Shattered
Another Glass Ceiling

Purge All Who Don’t Meet The Ethical
And Moral Requirements Of Office

Letters to the Editor
With the exception of our Congress-

man Leonard Lance and a few others,
there have been far too many unin-
formed, misleading or mendacious
remarks from Republicans on the GOP
tax plan and people may have been
lulled into a false sense of security. In
fact, the proposed tax plan strikes at
the heart of the Middle Class, those
now claiming itemized deductions.

A significant percentage will face
higher taxes, up to thousands of dol-
lars higher. Seniors and others with
large medical-related expenses (like
nursing home care) losing their item-
ized medical deduction (under the
House bill) could fare far worse.

The standard deduction is not being
doubled as widely claimed. The exist-
ing standard deduction and personal
exemptions are being combined into a
new unified standard deduction that,
for example, in the case of seniors is
barely higher than what they can now
take. This combined new standard
deduction “trickery” is poorly under-
stood. It creates a much higher hurdle
for itemized deductions to exceed to
have any value, even if none of the
current itemized deductions were to
be excluded!

For example, allowing $10,000 of
property taxes to be deducted may
have no value for most people. Most

of those who now itemize will experi-
ence a material increase in taxable
income under the proposed plan, which
will only be offset for some by changes
in the rates, brackets, tax credits, and
elimination of the Alternative Mini-
mum Tax (AMT).

With the prospect of itemized de-
ductions having reduced or no value in
2018 and later, people - especially
those not subject to the AMT - should
review their tax situation now. This is
in order to determine if paying ex-
penses before year end might save a
significant amount in federal income
taxes this year, but have little or no
value next year (or if deferring income
to 2018 might get the advantage of
lower rates then).

Examples - paying a final state esti-
mated tax payment for 2017 in De-
cember rather than in January; if you
are close to or above the 10 percent of
income threshold to deduct medical
expenses, having any needed elective
medical or dental procedures done
this year; if you like a charity, adding
to contributions this year what you
would otherwise contribute next year;
if you pay your own property taxes
directly, paying your February and
May 2018 bills before year end.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

What does it take to be President of
the United States of America?

“The Better Angels Of Our
Nature”(President Lincoln, first in-
augural address, March 4,1861)

Where were President Trump’s
“better angels” when he boasted in
mid-September 2005, “And when
you’re a star, they let you do it. You
can do anything. Grab them by the
p…y. You can do anything.”

Where were they during the presi-
dential campaign when he said,
“Crooked Hillary,” “Little Marco,”
“Lyin’ Ted,” “Low Energy Jeb,”
“Goofy Elizabeth Warren,” “Crazy
Bernie?” And said about Carly
Fiorina, “Look at that face! Would
anyone vote for that? Can you imag-
ine that, the face of our next presi-
dent?”

When on November 21, 2017 on
the South Lawn of The White House
he practically endorsed Roy Moore,
the senatorial candidate whom sev-
eral women accuse of sexual abuse
when they were in their teens?

When in a Tweet four days later, he
actually endorsed Moore, arguing that
it would be better for his legislative
agenda to have Moore in the Senate
than his Democratic opponent?

But many Republican leaders have
said Moore should step aside, includ-
ing Mitt Romney, Jeb Bush, Senate
Majority Leader McConnell, and
Senators McCain, Grassely, Flake,
Toomey, Collins, Hatch, Graham,
Portman, Tillis, Gardner, and Young!
Senators Lee and Daines withdrew

their endorsements.
Senator Gardner, the chairman of

the National Republican Senatorial
Committee, “If he refuses to with-
draw and wins, the Senate should
vote to expel him, because he does
not meet the ethical and moral re-
quirements of the United States Sen-
ate.”

This is the same Roy Moore who
was twice removed as Chief Justice
of the Alabama Supreme Court,

The first time, November 13, 2003,
by a unanimous Alabama Court of the
Judiciary for defying United States
District Court Judge Myron
Thompson’s decision, affirmed by the
Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals,
that the Ten Commandments he had
commissioned and placed in the ro-
tunda of the Alabama Judicial Build-
ing be removed because it violated
the Establishment Clause of the
United States Constitution.

The second time, September
30,2016, suspended without pay by
the Alabama Court of the Judiciary
for the balance of his term because he
had ordered probate judges not to
issue same-sex marriage licenses de-
spite the United States Supreme Court
decision legalizing gay marriage and
because he had violated six cannons
of judicial ethics.

The same Roy Moore who in De-
cember 2016 continued to assert, “My
personal belief is that he (President
Obama) wasn’t” born in the United
States and in February 2017 claimed
that 9/11 may have happened because
the United States had distanced itself
from God!

There is no place in The Oval Of-
fice for Machiavellian calculation that
what counts more than morality and
decency is electing Roy Moore to the
United States Senate so that Presi-
dent Trump can achieve his legisla-
tive goals.

The Oval Office is not any office. It
is the office of George Washington
who said, “Let us raise a standard to
which the wise and honest can re-
pair.” Who else in elective office is
not honoring George Washington’s
advice? Dare we ask?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Historical Society’s AppleFest 2017
Thanks Everybody for Success

A name rarely heard in conversa-
tions of women’s rights is that of
Jeannette Rankin, a woman who was
a lion in the women’s rights move-
ment. Her strength, courage and com-
mitment was unbridled. Jeannette
Rankin was born in Montana in 1888.
She attended the University of Mon-
tana and later enrolled in the school
of philanthropy (a study of altruistic
concern for human welfare and its
advancement, usually manifested by
donations of money, property or la-
bor) in New York City.

Ms. Rankin was the driving force
in the Northwest for the suffrage
movement (the right to vote).

Ms. Rankin achieved the improb-
able, the impossible, not a chance in
hell, sorry about the hyperbole, sec-
ond thought, I am not sorry. This
woman ran for the U.S. House of
Representatives as a Republican in
1916. A place in time light years from
the present day values. A time when
women were put in place by their
male counterpart, which was socially
accepted. Without her own right to
vote Ms. Rankin ran for the office of
Representative in Congress, she ran

against all barriers of discrimination,
hatred and violence and was elected
to the U.S. House of Representatives
in 1916. Being the sole woman in
Congress, she voted for the right of
women to vote. In 1920, the 19th
Amendment was passed giving the
right to vote to all Americans.

Ms. Rankin was active throughout
her stay in Washington promoting
legislation benefiting women of
America. She was a pacifist and ac-
tive in that movement. In 1941 she
was the only member in Congress to
oppose the declaration of war against
Japan. Could you imagine being a
woman and standing up in front of the
entire male Congress, a Congress
angry and vengeful in their retribu-
tion on the attack on Pearl Harbor.
What courage and commitment to a
belief she possessed.

This is dedicated to all the great,
brave and selfless women of our na-
tion who give first to others in cause,
in family and in patriotism. May the
Lord Bless and care for you.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

The Westfield Historical Society
would like to thank everybody who
helped make our ninth annual
AppleFest a successful fundraiser and
a fun event for the Westfield commu-
nity. Donations from local businesses,
individuals and the AppleFest com-
mittee members helped defray the costs
for prizes for our children’s art com-
petition, quizzes and signature apple-
pie baking contest.

Our Apple café served lunch gener-
ously donated by 16 Prospect, The
Stage House Tavern, Vine Ripe Mar-
kets, Charlie Brown’s Fresh Grill,
Starbucks and Trader Joe’s. Our popu-
lar apple pie baking competition in-
spired the donation of two tickets to
the Broadway musical Waitress from
RPM Marketing in New York. The pie
baking competition was judged by Dr.
Andy Perry (principal at Washington
Elementary School), Velvet Rogers
(executive director, Westfield Com-
munity Center) and Jerry Eicke (The
Salad House, Westfield). The winners
of the competition were Dena Bober
(Best pie overall), Vickie White (Best
Gluten-Free Anything Apple), Trey
Perillo (Best Apple Pie Baked by a
Student), and Melanie Moskal (Best
Apple Pie Baked by a Child).

A donation from Northfield bank in
Westfield sponsored the commission
and production of our commemora-
tive poster, featuring original art from
Westfield’s own Danny Schwartz. The
Westfield Historical Society also re-
ceived cash donations from Sam
Mahmoud and OTG Management at
Newark International Airport. Dances
of the 1930s and 1940s were demon-
strated by the staff and students of The
Westfield Ballroom, and tap dancers
from the Westfield Y Dance Academy
performed the 1930s tap routine, the
Shim Sham, led by dance coordinator
Amanda Bigelow. Al and Efrat from
local band The Fine Line provided
live music throughout the event.

Gift cards, gift certificates and baked
goods were donated by many local
businesses and individuals for use as
prizes and bake sale items. Contribu-
tors were Patricia and Paul, Fettle and
Fare, The Salad House, Kilwins,
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, Dreyer
Farms, Dunkin’ Donuts, Evelyn Dunn
Gallery, Jay’s Cycle Center, Savory
Spice, Stop & Shop (Westfield), Turn-
ing Point, Westfield New Vision Rialto
Theatre, Joe DiFransesco Custom
Woodwork, and Club Pilates.

Special thanks to Sherry Cronin and
the Downtown Westfield Corporation

for assistance and promotion of our
event, the Hickok family from
Woodbridge for countless hours of
personal work and donations of goods
and services, and David Della Fera
(WHS English teacher), Leonidas
Tolias (Associate at JPMorgan Chase)
and Sam Mahmoud (WHS Trustee)
for their oral presentations.

The winners of the student art con-
test were Leander Juraschek (1st
place), Ben Lane (2nd place), Priscilla
Dayon (3rd place) and Brandon T
Smith (Honorable mention), all from
McKinley School and Eric Yang (1st
place), Maggie Crooks (2nd place),
Nina Helm (3rd place) and Luke Jor-
dan (Honorable Mention), all from
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Last but not least, we extend a big
thank you to 35 students from the
WHS Honor Society, including sopho-
more Christina Arida, for their volun-
teer work, to Grace Elliot and Megan
Webber for contributing their history
projects and to no less than 35 other
WHS members and friends for help-
ing us to set up and run the event – a
true community effort!

Karrie Hanson
Julie Isbit

Mary Konsolaki
2017 AppleFest Committee

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of
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Grief Seminar to Address
Loss and Healing Process

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue, will
hold its six-week seminar entitled
“Journey to Wholeness — Healing
the Grieving Heart” on Sunday eve-
nings from January 7 through Feb-
ruary 11, 2018.

Patti Williams, a Registered
Nurse and certified pastoral be-
reavement counselor, and psy-
chologist Virginia Waters, Ph.D.,
will lead the sessions from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. for the first night in the
Thompson Youth Center of the
church, and then from 4 to 6 p.m.
for the following five weeks.

Mrs. Williams and Dr. Waters
are beginning the 18th year of this
ministry, and have helped approxi-
mately 2,600 people experience
healing, find a new purpose for
their lives and feel joy once again.
Teaching is interactive and the
small groups are homogenously
grouped with a facilitator with the
same loss.

Sessions include learning about
the stages of grief and understand-
ing the tasks of the grieving pro-

cess; coping strategies; taking good
care of oneself; dealing with
changes; decisions; loneliness;
holidays; anniversaries; building a
support system and other aspects.

Both of the leaders and all of the
facilitators have experienced loss
within their lives and share from
“the inside out.” It does not matter
if participants’ loss is the result of
a divorce, death or job loss; loss is
loss — it must be grieved. It also
does not matter how long ago the
loss occurred. Attendees are in-
vited to bring family members and
friends, and all faiths are welcome.
A teen group also is available.

Individuals must pre-register for
this program and attend the first
session. Registration closes as of
session one. Interested persons are
asked to call Mrs. Williams at (908)
709-1341 to register. No fee is
charged.

The seminar is dedicated to Mrs.
Williams’ late husband, the Rever-
end Dr. Bruce D. Williams, who had
a vision for this program, wanting to
help others deal with their pain and
suffering during their time of loss.

Asw. Nancy Muñoz to Speak
To Old Guard on Tuesday

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Offer Free Divorce Seminar
The law firm of Dughi, Hewit &

Domalewski, P.C., has announced
that Senior Partner Mario C. Gurrieri,
Esq., chairman of its Family Law
Department; Kristin M. Capalbo,
Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and
Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq. will
once again present to the public a
free seminar titled “Everything You
Need To Know About Divorce”
Thursday, November 30, 2017, from
7 to 9 p.m., at The Westwood in
Garwood, and Saturday, December
2, 2017, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the
Holiday Inn Hotel in Clark.

Mr. Gurrieri, who has practiced
in matrimonial law for over 44 years,
and his group of other well-experi-
enced attorneys will review the law,
explain the legal process and an-
swer your questions concerning
prenuptial agreements, separation,
divorce, cohabitation, custody and
parenting time, division of assets,
alimony, child support, domestic
violence, post-divorce court review
of changed financial and child-re-
lated circumstances, and how the
current economic climate, recent

alimony and child support legisla-
tion and possible changes to the tax
code will impact divorce and post-
divorce matters.

Mr. Gurrieri also will speak on
Divorce Mediation, an alternative
to the traditional contested proceed-
ing. Divorce Mediation offers the
potential for significant financial
savings, while assuring that your
rights are fully protected by avoid-
ing the expense, stress and delay
involved in court proceedings.

For anyone experiencing marital
difficulties and contemplating di-
vorce, or if curious about rights in
a separation or divorce, this free
seminar will be of value. If already
divorced, the law firm’s seminar
may be of value in explaining post-
divorce rights and obligations of
former spouses.

While the seminar is free, a reser-
vation is required (no last names
needed). Individuals should call
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski at (908)
272-0200 to make reservations and
indicate which date they will attend.
Refreshments will be served.

For directions,  go to
www.thewestwood.com for The
Westwood or www.hiclarknj.com
for the Holiday Inn Hotel.

– Obituaries – John Paardecamp, 91, Army Veteran;
Was Longtime Fanwood Resident

John Paardecamp

John Paardecamp, 91, passed
away Friday, November 24, 2017,
at his home in Fanwood. Born in
New York City, he grew up in
Millburn, where he
lived before moving to
Fanwood over 60 years
ago.

John was a veteran
of World War II, hav-
ing served in the U.S.
Army. He was injured
during his service and
was a disabled veteran.

John and his brother
were the owners of Arch
Construction in Short
Hills and later formed
US Home Inspection Corp. He re-
tired in 1995. John was active in the
Fanwood Republican Club and the
Philathalians Theatre Group. He also
was an avid flyer and wildlife enthu-
siast.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Alicia (2011), and his sons, James
(1985) and Robert (2004). He is
survived by his daughter, Karen.

A Funeral Mass was
held at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains on
Wednesday, November
29. Interment followed
at Calvary Cemetery in
Woodside, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to
the Fanwood Fire De-
partment.

Arrangements were by
Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood. For additional informa-
tion or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Frederick J. ‘Freddie’ Mangold, Jr., 59,
Was Lifelong Scotch Plains Resident

Frederick Mangold, Jr.

Frederick J. Mangold, Jr., 59,
passed away on Sunday, November
19, 2017, at Overlook Medical Cen-
ter in Summit. He had
been a lifelong resident
of Scotch Plains.

Freddie was a gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School,
Class of 1976, and
earned a Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology,
graduating Magna Cum
Laude from Kean Uni-
versity in 1984. He
worked as a case man-
ager for the Union
County Department of
Human Services in the
Work Force Division,
where Freddie made a significant
impact on people’s lives. He will be
greatly missed by all who had the
honor of calling him a friend, and
especially by his loving family.
Freddie always had a smile on his
face, and a kind word for all, a witty
sense of humor and a true devotion
to his family and friends.

Freddie was and is loved by all who
knew him. He was a cornerstone in
his family and will remain in our
hearts forever. He was born with spina
bifida yet he was anything but handi-
capped. His parents were told at his
birth that if all went really well he
would maybe live until 14 years of
age; he was 59 in May.

Freddie was inspirational to all,
displaying tenacity, bravery and heart

in everything he did. He was a fighter.
He was blessed with great parents,
aunts, uncles and a multitude of cous-

ins who were always
there to help. Then Fred
was doubly blessed with
the greatest people any-
one would be honored to
call friends.

LOVE is what kept
Fred going 59 years,
thanks to everyone who
called him their friend
and loved him uncondi-
tionally. As you know, he
gave that love back ten
fold.

He was predeceased
by and is now reunited
with his parents,

Frederick, Sr. and Margaret Canzoneri
Mangold. He is survived by his
brother, Steven T. Mangold, and his
fiancée, Suzie Wesley, and his sister,
Donna L. DiFrancesco, and her hus-
band, Danny. He also is survived by
his cherished nieces and nephew,
Samantha, Stephanie, Anthony,
Sydney and Alyssa.

Visitation and services were held at
Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations would be
appreciated in Fred’s name to the
Spina Bifida Resource Network, 84
Park Avenue, Suite G-106,
Flemington, N.J. 08822. For addi-
tional information or to express con-
dolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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HOLIDAY HAPPINESS FOR VETS...Every year, members of the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield prepares holiday gift bags for the veterans at Lyons
Veterans Medical Center. This year, Betty Gulino, pictured, coordinated the
collection and delivery of 142 gift bags donated by club members. The Rake and
Hoe Garden Club currently has approximately 80 members, all of whom share a
love of flowers, gardening and community service. To learn more about joining the
club, call Jeanne Marie Ryan at (908) 654-0271.

Asw. Nancy Muñoz

SUMMIT AREA — Assembly-
woman Nancy Forster Muñoz will
speak to the Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, December 5 meeting.
She will talk about “The View from
the State Legislature.”

Asw. Muñoz represents the 21st
Legislative District and recently was

named the Minority Whip. She is a
resident of Summit, a Republican,
and a nurse by profession. The as-
semblywoman will give Old Guard
members an overview of what to ex-
pect from the Legislature in the com-
ing months.

Asw. Muñoz has been active in
many programs dealing with
children’s health, autism and veter-
ans’ organizations. Recently, she re-
ceived the 2016 Elected Women of
Excellence Award from a national
foundation.

All active men age 50-plus are in-
vited to attend the Tuesday morning
meetings of the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting will be
held on December 4. For more infor-
mation, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

SHARING THE WARMTH...Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains collected
close to 200 winter coats, which were donated to the non-profit community-based
organization Jersey Cares, for distribution to men, women and children in need
throughout the state. The synagogue conducted a six-week coat drive, during
which congregants donated new and gently-used coats. Seventh-grade students in
Congregation Beth Israel’s religious school helped sort and bag the coats on
November 19, when the drive ended. The students also wrote warm greetings and
drew uplifting pictures to be left as “a note in the coat” in the pockets of outerwear
going to children.

Reverse Advent Calendars
To Help Combat Hunger

CRANFORD — The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford invites
families to fight hunger this Christ-
mas season with a Reverse Advent
Calendar and Caroling Night.

The Service and Mission Team of
the First Presbyterian Church of Cran-
ford is conducting the Reverse Ad-
vent Calendar Project. Participants
simply select a box or bag and place
one non-perishable food item in the
box or bag on each day of Advent,
December 3 to 24. Items most needed
include cereal, pasta, pasta sauce,
macaroni and cheese, canned fish and
meat, peanut butter and jelly, rice,
canned fruit and soup.

Filled boxes can be dropped off at
the church, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, during Christmas
Eve services, regular Sunday services
or during regular office hours. The
boxes will then be delivered to a local
food pantry.

According to the Reverend Chris
Kile, senior pastor, “This program re-
ally shows who we are at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford: fami-
lies gathering together to help others,
caring for all of God’s creation.”

This Sunday, December 3, the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford will
present Christmas caroling to shut-
ins at 3 p.m., and wrap socks for the
Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen,
along with having a pizza dinner, at
5:30 p.m.

Anyone from the community is
welcome to participate in these events.
Further information and a printable
Reverse Advent Calendar can be
found at firstprescranford.org. For
more information, contact Marge
Nicholls at nicholls3@yahoo.com.

CALENDAR OF CARING...First Presbyterian Church of Cranford Trustee Jeff
Nicholls, along with Youth Director Ashley Kile and Coralyn Kile, help prepare
boxes for the First Presbyterian Church of Cranford Reverse Advent Calendar
program to fight hunger.

Oasis Church to Commence
Series on Surviving Holidays

CLARK — This Sunday, Decem-
ber 3, Oasis Church will kick off its
new four-week series entitled “How
to Survive the Holidays,” address-
ing the challenges many face from
stress, loneliness and depression and
how God’s promises of hope, and
ultimately redemption, can be the
greatest gift they can ever receive.
Members of the community are in-
vited to join the Oasis congregation
at its church located at 2 Denman
Avenue, Clark, from 10 to 11 a.m.
on December 3, 10, 17 and 24, and
at 6 p.m. on December 24.

A free “How to Survive the Holi-
days” seminar and luncheon will take
place on December 17, from noon to
2 p.m., at the church. Childcare will
be provided. The seminar is espe-
cially geared toward people who are
grieving over the loss of a relation-
ship or a loved one’s death.

Participants will learn how to deal
with the many emotions they will
face during the holidays; what to do
about traditions and other coming
changes; helpful tips for surviving
social events and how to discover

hope for the future.
“We wanted to offer a

Christmastime message series that
was not only upbeat, but also one that
meets the needs of our surrounding
community,” said Lead Pastor David
Butler. “That’s why each week, as we
work through the Biblical story of the
birth of Christ, we will be dealing
with some relevant topics that folks
struggle with during this season.”

For more information and to reg-
ister for the seminar and luncheon,
visit oasis-church-nj.com. Further
information also is available by call-
ing (732) 406-7821.

Oasis is a seven-year-old contem-
porary multicultural Christian church
in Central New Jersey. The church is
located a short distance off the Clark/
Westfield/Rahway 135 Garden State
Parkway exit. Besides its Union County
location, Oasis also worships Sundays
at noon at www.Rutgers.Church.
Rutgers-Oasis Church is a one-year-
old, stand-alone church for the Rutgers
and surrounding community that meets
at 100 College Avenue, New
Brunswick.

Dorothy Kellogg, 83, Enjoyed Family,
Knitting, Golf, Visiting Jersey Shore

Dorothy H. (Harasty) Kellogg, 83,
of Watchung passed away on Mon-
day, November 27, 2017,
at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit. Born
in Elizabeth, she had re-
sided in Westfield for
many years before mov-
ing to Watchung 13 years
ago.

Dotty attended Russell
Sage College and worked
as a secretary at
Dartmouth College.
Dotty was a professional
knitter who made over
600 hats and blankets for
children undergoing chemotherapy
treatments and hundreds of sweaters
for family and friends. She was a
member of the Echo Lake Country
Club, where she loved to golf. She
enjoyed the Jersey Shore and spent
many summers at her home in
Normandy Beach with her children

and grandchildren. She enjoyed trav-
eling. She was a proud grandmother

who enjoyed watching
and hearing about all of
her grandchildren’s ac-
complishments.

Surviving are her lov-
ing husband of 63 years,
C. Burton Kellogg, II; her
children, Katherine
Kellogg-Williams and her
husband, Thomas, Patricia
Crawford and Peter
Kellogg and his wife,
Mary, and her grandchil-
dren, Jennifer Force and
Melissa LaRosa, Molly,

Elaine and Sean Kellogg.
Visitation will be held today, Thurs-

day, November 30, 2017, from 4 to 8
p.m., at Higgins Home for Funerals,
752 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung,
N.J. To send condolences, go to
higginsfuneralhome.com.
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Mountainside Library Posts
Activities For December

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
released its calendar of events for
the first half of December. The li-
brary will be closed on Monday and
Tuesday, December 25 and 26, in
observance of Christmas, and on
Monday, January 1, for New Year’s
Day.

Tuesday Night Movies will in-
clude Take Shelter (2011, R) on
December 5; A Quiet Passion (2016,
PG-13) on December 12 and Beauty
and the Beast (2017, PG) on De-
cember 19. There will be no movie
shown on December 26. Show time
for each film is 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy will con-
tinue on Mondays, except Decem-
ber 25, at 1:15 p.m. The current
course, which runs through Decem-
ber, is “The Everyday Guide to Wine”
with Professor Jennifer Simonetti-
Bryan, Master of Wine and Certified
Specialist of Spirits. Coffee, tea and
cookies are provided. Early arrival
is recommended.

“Genealogy Series: Celebrate
Your Family” will take place on
Thursday, December 7, from 5:30
to 7 p.m. Sandy VanderMeer of the
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee will be at the library for the third
of a three-part series entitled “Con-
nect to Your History.” The final
session, called “Let’s Dig a Little
Deeper,” will instruct participants
in ways of learning to identify addi-
tional research options as well as
best practices for keeping found
records organized. Free and open to
the public, this program is spon-

sored by Arbor Terrace
Mountainside. To register for this
program, call (908) 760-0599 or
the library at (908) 233-0115.

The Friday Operas on Film se-
ries, sponsored by the T. Robel Hill
Foundation and presented by Mena
Clemson, will feature Un ballo in
maschera by Giuseppe Verdi on De-
cember 8 at 1 p.m., rescheduled
from November. Considered by
some to be a legendary performance,
this 1990 recording at the Salzburg
Festival in Austria stars Plácido
Domingo, Leo Nucci and Josephine
Barstow. Sir George Solti conducts
the Weiner Philharmoniker and
Staatsopernchor.

“Holiday Card Workshop” is
scheduled for Saturday, December
9, from 1 to 4 p.m. There will be
cards for all ages to make, from the
youngest child to adults. Interested
persons are asked to register so that
enough supplies are available. Chil-
dren under age 6 must be accompa-
nied by a parent.

An “Elder Law & Estate Planning
Workshop” will be offered on Mon-
day, December 11, at 7 p.m. Ben-
jamin Eckman, a member of the
National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys, will show attendees how
to successfully safeguard their as-
sets from taxes, probate and nurs-
ing home costs.

Additional programs for later in
the month will be announced. To
register for library programs, visit
the library or call (908) 233-0115.
The Mountainside Public Library is
located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Dorothy Kellogg

NJIO Announces
Holiday Concert

AREA — The New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will continue its 2017-2018 season
with its annual Family Holiday Con-
cert on Sunday, December 17. The
performance will begin at 3 p.m. at
New Providence High School near
downtown New Providence, and will
feature performances from all three
of NJIO’s orchestral ensembles.

The featured soloist will be the
second-place winner of the Young
Artist Concerto Competition, violin-
ist Eilene Lee. Admission is free and
all are welcome. For more informa-
tion, e-mail info@njio.org or call
(908)-603-7691.

When You
Want Results–

Use 
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads

Inexpensive
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Jewelry Sale This Saturday
To Help Feed the Poor

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church will host a charity
jewelry sale this Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. It will
take place in Witherington Hall at
Trinity Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford.

“Proceeds from the sale will ben-
efit Food For The Poor that helps
the poor in Latin America and the
Caribbean,” said the Reverend Andy
Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

“So far in 2017, Food For The
Poor has provided over 520 million
meals to people in need. We hope
everyone will join Trinity support-
ing such important life-saving
work,” Reverend Kruger continued.
For more information, call (908)
276-4047.

Food For The Poor began in 1982
in Jamaica. Today, it is an interde-
nominational Christian ministry
serving the poor in 17 countries
throughout the Caribbean and Latin
America. Thanks to faithful donors,
it is able to provide food, housing,
health care, education, fresh water,
emergency relief, micro-enterprise
solutions and much more. More than
95 percent of all donations go di-
rectly to programs that help the poor.

Food For The Poor strives to re-
flect God’s unconditional love by
keeping Christ’s command to serve
the “least of these” on Earth. For
more information about Food For
The Poor, visit foodforthepoor.org/
.

The Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Carolers Can Still Join
Tiny Tim Fundraiser

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— The annual Tiny Tim Carol Night
Fundraiser will take place on
Wednesday, December 6, between 4
and 8 p.m. Residents of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains will fill local neigh-
borhoods with song and collect do-
nations for the Tiny Tim Fund.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial
assistance to children of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains in need of medical
or dental care, psychological test-
ing, prescriptions or medical equip-
ment and supplies. The organization
is run by a volunteer board of trust-
ees and has been assisting local fami-
lies in need since 1983.

Carol Night is the organization’s
sole fundraiser. There is still time to
volunteer by forming a group or join-
ing an existing one to make this
community service fundraiser a suc-
cess. For further information, con-
tact Flavia at (908) 753-4228 or by

e-mail at
flaviablechinger@gmail.com or
Mari at (908) 233-6513 or e-mail
mlwmcd@aol.com.

Light refreshments will be served
to carolers when groups turn in their
canisters at the Stage House restau-
rant in Scotch Plains on December 6.

Contributions can be made directly
to: The Tiny Tim Fund, P.O. Box
181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Library to Spotlight
Norman Rockwell

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
month of December, the Scotch
Plains Public Library will feature
“Spotlight on Norman Rockwell”
in the library gallery.

This exhibit focuses on the man
behind some of the most iconic paint-
ings of 20th-century Americana, fea-
turing pieces on loan from the collec-
tion of Colonia resident Jack Cassidy.
Items on display will include litho-
graphs signed by the artist as well as
collectibles, artifacts and examples
of Mr. Rockwell’s famous covers for
the Saturday Evening Post.

Mr. Cassidy began his collection
around 1970. He purchased his first
piece in Stockbridge, Mass., where
Mr. Rockwell lived and had his studio.

The exhibition will be on display
at the library from December 1 to
30. A reception will be held on
Thursday, December 7, at 7 p.m.

The exhibit and reception are free
and open to all. More information is
available online at scotlib.org, by call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

St. James Schedules
Holy Day Masses

SPRINGFIELD — St. James the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church has
announced its Mass schedule for the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
which is observed annually on De-
cember 8.

The Anticipated Mass will be held
on Thursday, December 7, at 7 p.m.
Masses on Friday, December 8, will
be at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., noon and 7
p.m. All are welcome. St. James
Church is located at 45 South Spring-
field Avenue, Springfield.

Heart Health Screening Is
Open to Cranford Residents
AREA — Both men and women

are encouraged to check their heart
health at the Adult Health Screening
on Wednesday, December 13, start-
ing at 8 a.m. The screening includes
the CMP (comprehensive metabolic
profile) blood analysis, blood pres-
sure checks and tips on cholesterol
management and diet, healthy weight
and body mass index (BMI) mea-
surement. Information about the re-
cently approved shingles vaccine and
updated guidelines for healthy blood
pressure also will be available.

The CMP analysis includes total
cholesterol, HDL and LDL choles-
terol, CBC and other blood compo-
nents. Appointments are required and
may be made by calling (973) 593-
3079, extension 1. This screening is a
fasting blood test. The fee for the test
is $25 cash or check made payable to
Borough of Madison.

All adults are advised to know their
cholesterol numbers. As obesity and
being overweight have increased to
about one-third of the adult popula-
tion in the United States, cholesterol
has also risen to dangerous levels. A
cholesterol reading of under 200 ml/
dl is recommended, but the levels of
HDL and LDL, components of cho-
lesterol, also are of major importance
for good heart health. Dietary fats,
fiber and exercise can all affect cho-
lesterol levels.

This screening is offered by the
Madison Health Department in its
offices at the Madison Civic Center,
located at 28 Walnut Street, Madison.
All adult residents of Madison,
Springfield and Cranford may par-
ticipate annually. Participants should
have their physician’s name, address
and telephone number ready when
they call to register.

LEAVES AND LAUGHTER...The Garwood Family Center YMCA provides
full-day and half-day early learning programs for 2½-year-olds through
preschoolers as well as before- and after-school experiences for Garwood students
in kindergarten to grade 5. Among the many activities are sports, recreation, arts
and crafts and homework time. A healthy snack is provided and the Healthy U
program is incorporated into the curriculum. To learn more, contact Director
Shannon McGillis Jackson at (908) 301-1616 or smcgillis@westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for those who qualify. Pictured, youngsters in the
after-school program enjoy playing in the fall leaves.

Wilsons Welcome
Son, Davis Jeremiah
Todd Anthony and Regina Cappio

Wilson of Hoboken, N.J., have an-
nounced the birth of their son, Davis
Jeremiah, on Saturday, June 3, 2017,
at 2:59 p.m., at Mount Sinai West
Hospital in New York City.

Davis Jeremiah weighed 5 pounds
and 12 ounces and measured 18¾
inches in length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are Philip John and Mary Ball
Cappio of Scotch Plains. Teresa and
Ian Wilson of Howell, N.J., are his
paternal grandparents.

Davis’ maternal great-grandmother
is Joan Davis Ball of Port Orange,
Fla., formerly of Westfield, N.J.

His paternal great-grandmother
is Veronica Scantlebury of East Or-
ange, N.J.

Joseph Brian Frederick and Ms. Moria C. Cappio

Ms. Moria C. Cappio
To Wed Joseph B. Frederick

Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Cappio of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Moria Catherine Cappio, to Joseph
Brian Frederick of Spring City, Pa.
He is the son of Mrs. Anne Frederick
and the late Warren Frederick of
Spring City, Pa.

A 1998 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the bride-to-
be graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree with a major in Education
from Boston College and a Master of
Education from Harvard University.
Ms. Cappio currently is the vice-
president of Early Childhood Pro-
grams at Children’s Aid, a multi-
service non-profit in New York City.

Mr. Frederick is a 1986 graduate
of Owen J. Roberts High School in

Bucktown, Pa. The groom-to-be
graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree with a major in Tele-
communications from Kutztown
University in Pennsylvania. The fu-
ture bridegroom is a video journalist
and producer for the Associated Press
in New York City.

The couple met on an NJ Transit
train bound for Philadelphia in 2011.

They will be married in February
of 2018.

Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals December Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
schedule of events for the month of
December, commencing with the
club’s holiday luncheon on Wednes-
day, December 6, at 12:30 p.m. It
will take place at Giovanna’s Res-
taurant, located at 1462 South Av-
enue, Plainfield, with The Madrigal
Singers providing entertainment.
The Madrigal Singers are a choral
group of young men and young
women from Cranford High School
who perform classic songs without
instrumental accompaniment. For
reservations, contact Jane Reilly.

There will be no board meeting
or general business meeting in De-
cember.

The club’s Christmas party will
be held on Tuesday, December 12,
at the home of Marie Mastorakis.
Attendees will share stories and
poems related to the holidays. Mem-
bers are asked to bring sandwiches
to share and to gather at 12:30 p.m.

The club’s Arts and Crafts De-
partment will sponsor a visit to the
Oswald Nitschke House on Tues-
day, December 19. This historic
house is located at 3 South 24th
Street, Kenilworth. Participants
will gather at 10 a.m. at the house
for a guided tour. For more infor-
mation about the trip or to arrange
to carpool, call Joan Davis.

The first board meeting of the

new year will take place at 10 a.m.
on Wednesday, January 3, 2018, at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue. Club
President Sue Driscoll will pre-
side, and club member Janet Crowe
will speak about poetry. All are
welcome.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

Scotch Plains Plans
Celebration Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation invite residents to a home-
town holiday celebration this Sun-
day, December 3, from 2 to 5 p.m.,
featuring horse-drawn carriage rides,
a petting zoo, visits with Santa, hot
chocolate and doughnuts, cookie
decorating, face painting and more.

Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. and will
light the town tree at 5 p.m. There also
will be information available on the
Second Annual House Decorating
Contest, sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission.

Admission is free. Attendees are
asked to support local food banks by
donating nonperishable food items to
the Food Collection Sleigh at the event.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
IT’S FINE TO PET THE ANIMALS...The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
invites the community to attend its annual Live Nativity with petting animals on
the front lawn of the church, located at 140 Mountain Avenue, this Sunday,
December 3. The free event, starting at 1 p.m., will feature a community sing of
Christmas carols, hot chocolate and a warm welcome for all. According to the
Reverend Sam Henderson’s invitation, “The Live Nativity is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for children and grandchildren to visualize God’s greatest gift to us through
this experience.” For more information about the event, call (908) 233-0301 or visit
the church’s website at westfieldpc.org.

Library Invites Families To
Sensory, Music Programs

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, has announced the
dates for two upcoming programs
for youngsters.

The library will continue its Sen-
sory Library Time from 6 to 8 p.m.
on Fridays, December 8, January
12 and February 9. This after-hours
program was created for children
with autism and their families.
Families will enjoy browsing the
collection in a space that mini-
mizes unnecessary stimulation
while connecting with each other.
Towards the end of this activity,
there will be two sessions of a small

group program.
Tickets for small group pro-

grams, one at 6:30 p.m. and an-
other at 7 p.m., will be given out on
a first-come, first-served basis be-
ginning at 6 p.m. on the day of the
program.

On Saturday, December 9, the
library will host a special perfor-
mance by Touch the Music for chil-
dren ages 3 to 12. Touch the Music
is a program that gives children an
opportunity to touch and explore
real orchestral instruments.

Attendees will learn the story
behind Tchaikovsky’s famous suite,
hear the different instruments fea-
tured and try their hand at creating
music of their own. The program
will be held at 2 p.m. at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

This free program is made pos-
sible by the support of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library. Reg-
istration is not required, but partici-
pants are asked to arrive on time, as
latecomers are not guaranteed ad-
mittance. For a list of other upcom-
ing programs, visit the library Web
page at cranfordlibrary.org.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Nurse to Check For
Blood Pressure

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 12, from 10 a.m. to noon. No
registration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

SENDING CHEER...Franklin Elementary School Cub Scouts, Pack 172, of Westfield,
recently made cards and decorations for the troops serving overseas. They are
among the many organizations and classes from Westfield, Cranford, Kenilworth,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Mendham that crafted over 3,000 handmade cards,
ornaments and decorations that were mailed by several organizations, including the
American Legion in Westfield, and local mom Colby Sheppard, who sends out
packages of cards sponsored by Surgent’s Elite Gym in Westfield.

Temple Schedules
Events For Families

CRANFORD — Temple Beth-
El Mekor Chayim, located at 338
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, will hold
its first Special Needs Shabbat on
Friday, December 1, at 6 p.m. All
are welcome, and the service will
be geared toward children ages 2
to 5 and their families. For more
information, contact Rabbi Neil
Tow at rabbin@tbemc.org or at
(908) 276-2931.

A second program, entitled “Ba-
gels and Babies,” will be held at the
temple this Sunday, December 3, from
10 a.m. to noon. The temple will
provide the bagels while the babies
play and parents socialize. Cantor
Frank Lanzkron-Tamarazo leads mu-
sic and songs from 10:30 to 11:15
a.m. This will be a free, monthly
event. If possible, RSVP to
beccareissman@gmail.com.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-13

Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale
A True Westfield Tradition • Est. 1951 • Christmas Trees & Wreaths • Roping & Stands

Weekdays Monday to Friday 5PM - 9PM • Saturdays & Sundays 9AM - 6PM

All Proceeds Donated To Local Charities & Non-Profits

Starts Saturday, November 25th • Elm Street Athletic Field

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three interceptions, five sacks and
numerous throws for losses on the
part of the Westfield High School
defense drastically turned a slow of-
fensive start into a 37-7 rout in favor
of the Blue Devils at the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Classic football
game with the Plainfield Cardinals at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
November 23. The 10-0 Blue Devils
scored touchdowns on three running
plays – two from sophomore running
back Tim Alliegro and one by sopho-
more Nick Martini, – a seven-yard

reception by sophomore split end
Griffin Rooney and a 55-yard inter-
ception by senior defensive back
Stevie Barden, and added a two-point
safety.

The Blue Devils’ “usual suspects”
senior linemen co-captain Jake Vall-
Llobera, Rory McGovern and Joe
SanGiacomo and junior Noah Levy,
along with senior linebackers co-cap-
tains Shea Elliott and Jacob Dayon,
and Drew Ortiz and sophomore Will
Kessler were plugging the holes, sack-
ing the Cardinal quarterback and
throwing running back Antwan Spen-
cer for losses resulting in just 10 posi-

tive yards rushing.
McGovern, who has been the thick

of the action all season, said, “When
we first started the season, there were
doubts. We were just coming in, we
lost people last year and I would like
to personally thank coach [Matt]
Anzel. He really got all of us going on
D-line and Jake Vall-Llobera was
coming back. He taught us some-
thing.”

McGovern was also quick to point
out the efforts of the linebackers.

“The thing I learned throughout the
season is the linebackers always got

ALLIEGRO 2 TDs; BARDEN INTERCEPTS FOR TD; ROONEY TD REC; MARTINI TD RUN; McDANIEL, DAYON INT

Blue Devil Footballers Feast on Cardinals on ‘Turkey Day’

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

This 1930's Colonial on a lovely wooded lot majestically overlooks a park-like property. With a lot size of .59 acres, this 3-4 Bedroom,
2.1 Bath home offers a tremendous opportunity for the right buyer. Situated in Brightwood, a beautiful and welcoming neighborhood,
Gregory's pond is only a block away. This property features a separate driveway out to Prospect St. for a five minute drive to downtown
Westfield, the train station and Rt. 22 for convenient commutes. Also just a couple of blocks to Franklin Elementary. Period charm
with modern touches make this home warm and inviting. Arched doorways, hardwood floors and beautiful light filled Living Room
with cathedral ceiling, skylights and an abundance of windows. Enjoy the best of all worlds – a tranquil, country-like setting...in a
beautiful and welcoming neighborhood called Brightwood. Make this unique property your dream home! Offered at $849,000.

Shari Holtzman, MBA

Cell: 908-868-6299
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2009-2016

Realtor Associate

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 3rd • 1-4pm
15 Fairhill Road, Westfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BROTHERS’ AFFAIR...Blue Devil senior offensive lineman Fran Alliegro, No. 60, hoists his brother, sophomore Tim
Alliegro, No. 30, in the air after he scored a touchdown against the Cardinals on Thanksgiving Day.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING OF A GREAT PLAY...Blue Devil senior defensive back Stevie Barden, No. 1, gets an interception that he would
return for a 55-yard touchdown during the Annual Thanksgiving Day game against Plainfield. Westfield won 37-7.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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If you spend as much time running
as Sam Tooley (and really, does any-
body?), you’re going to come to plenty
of forks in the road. Usually the op-
tion is to go left or to go right.

Tooley recently came to one of
those forks although he wasn’t on a
run, unless his run that day took him
to 145 Plainfield Road in Metuchen.
The 25-year-old had to choose be-
tween staying at WHS – where he’s
been both a cross-country/track
standout, captain and most recently a
year-round assistant coach – or taking
the job as head cross-country/track
coach at St. Joseph High.

The appeal of building his own
program proved too strong and Tooley
signed on as the Falcons’ next cross-
country/track coach. Ironically, St.
Joe’s athletic director Mike Murray is
a WHS graduate (’06). And Murray’s
brother A.J. was a friend and class-
mate of Tooley (’11).

“Hiring Sam was a no-brainer,”
Murray said. “As a first-year AD, the
biggest part of hiring for me is finding
quality people you can trust and know
can build a culture – not only in com-
petition, but in the classroom and
community. Sam’s mentors – Jack
Martin, Chris Tafelski, Sandy Mamary
and the other track staff members in
Westfield – made me know I was
getting a guy who understood what’s
important and ‘best in class’ for stu-
dent-athletes.

“It’s the same confidence I felt tak-
ing over the baseball program here a
couple of years back, having had my
experience under Brew (WHS coach
Bob Brewster) in as stable an envi-
ronment as there could be. I love
being able to give coaches like Sam
an opportunity to take ownership of a
program and take all of the principles
we were lucky enough to have learned
through our experience as Blue Dev-
ils.”

Murray shared the news of Tooley’s
hiring with some of the school’s former
running coaches, and it was well re-
ceived.

“They said, ‘Anyone who trained
under Jack will be a great fit,’ ” Murray
said of Martin, whose two sons were
standout swimmers at St. Joseph. “Our
student-athletes left his initial meet-
ing excited about the winter season.
We have a lot of talented individuals.
Sam believes we can have a Meet of
Champions-level team in a few
events.”

While Tooley was obviously torn,
this was an offer he simply could not
resist.

“It was very difficult to leave
Westfield. It’s my home and always
will be,” Tooley said. “But this is a
great step for me. When opportunities
present themselves you have to seize
them. And this was one I couldn’t
pass up.”

He’s already been checking out his
new job’s talent and history.

“Cross-country will be a building
process, for sure,” Tooley said. “Just
need to work on establishing the cul-

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘Running Man’ Tooley
Takes Job at St. Joe’s

TIGER BY THE TAIL: Jackson Simcox (WHS, ’15) had nine tackles during
Princeton’s recent game against Yale (above). The 5-foot-11, 230-pounder was a
junior inside linebacker. He earned a ring as a member of the Tigers’ 2016 Ivy
League champions.

ture and they’ll come.”
Track is a different story. St. Joseph

has a long tradition of great runners.
“We should be fairly strong on the

track,” Tooley said. “They ran a 7:58
in the 4x800 last year and a 3:25 in the
4x4. And a lot of those guys are back.
The field events need work, but they
have a strong football program so it’s
about getting those kids to come out.”

To say it’s been a hectic time for
Tooley would be an understatement.
He left a good-paying job in the tech-
nology field last year to come home
and get back into his passions – run-
ning, coaching, training, running,
helping people achieve their goals,
and (did we mention?) running. Then
his father Mike died last November,
and his younger brother Jake and be-
loved dog Moo perished in a house
fire in late August. On the other side
of the coin, he opened his own train-
ing facility – Alpha Performance Stu-
dio, 579 Central Avenue, Westfield –
he’s got a new dog Trey, and now he’s

got a program of his own to build at
St. Joseph.

And, of course, he’s been compet-
ing at a typical breakneck pace. In the
last six months he’s won the Cougar
Dash in Cranford, the Rutgers 8K,
Greta’s Run in 17:11 and the Jersey
Shore Half Marathon. He also was

third in the Princeton Half.
“My hope and vision,” Tooley said,

“is to create something special at St.
Joe’s, something new and something
lasting.”
WHS FOOTBALL TIES STREAK;

DE SARNO TIES FREEMAN
WHS’s 37-7 victory over Plainfield

on Thanksgiving morning accom-
plished at least three things:

It was the team’s 36th straight vic-
tory, tying the school record that was
set over five years, 1969-73. That
streak was part of a school-record 48-
game unbeaten streak (46-0-2), which
included a 20-20 tie against Rahway
in 1969 and a 0-0 tie vs. Nutley in
1973.

It was also the 92nd victory at WHS
for coach Jim DeSarno, tying him
with Hall of Fame coach Joe Free-
man. DeSarno has a 92-36-0 record
with one game left in his 12th season.
Freeman was 92-39-3 in 14 years
from 1941-54.

The victory also gave WHS a 61-

45-7 lead in the 113-game series,
which started in 1900 and has been
scheduled on Thanksgiving since
1944.

   ***
As WHS prepares for a third straight

North 2 Group 5 championship match-
up against Bridgewater-Raritan to-
night at MetLife Stadium, there’s
much talk about “chemistry” and “be-
ing a family.” But this year’s WHS
team (as pointed out by John
McCauley) takes things to another
level.

There are two father/sons of coach/
players – Don and Jake Dayon, Don
and Jason Cassett.

There are two sets of brothers –
Fran and Tim Alliegro, Jack and
Declan McCauley.

There are seven current players
whose older brothers played on WHS
title teams in either 2015 or 2016 –
Reid and Owen Colwell; Chris, Matt
and Mike O’Connor; Nick and Phil
Martini; Will and Owen Kessler;

Danny and Matt Varano; Tommy and
Tim Norris.

There are three current players who
had family members on the 1977 state
champion Blue Devils team that was
named New Jersey’s No. 1 team of the
20th century: Jason Cassett (father
Don), Will Kessler (uncle Fred) and
Justin Chambliss (father Dondi).

(Another member of that ’77 team
was Paul Harbaugh, a father-figure to
many future-WHS linemen during a
legendary 25-year PAL coaching ca-
reer. He was unceremoniously re-
moved from the ‘A’ team’s staff re-
cently in a non-family manner – un-
less your family is the Corleones.)

WHS head coach Jim DeSarno is
returning to the finals while his son
Mike is a 6-foot, 200-pound senior
guard for Somerville (10-1), which
will face Rumson-Fair Haven for the
Central Jersey Group 3 title on Satur-
day.

PS: How cool was it to see dozens
(it seemed like hundreds) of recent
graduates wearing their varsity letter
jackets last Thursday to support this
year’s club?

(ALMOST) ON THIS DATE
Nov. 29, 1923: With frost report-

edly covering the field, Walt
Taverner’s 1-yard run led WHS to a
6-3 game victory over Madison.

Nov. 29, 1934: Charlie Luce caught
four touchdown passes (two from Joe
DiFrancesco and two from Bob Kai-
ser) in a 37-13 victory over Nyack,
N.Y. Luce’s performance remained
the school record until 2015, when
Chris Boutsikaris tied it against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, all four coming from
Zach Kelly.

Dec. 1, 1956: Bob Clotworthy
(WHS, ’49) won the Olympic 3-meter
diving gold medal at Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. He won the bronze four years
earlier.

DEN TRIVIA ANSWER
Nobody got the correct answer,

which was Spring Valley (N.Y.). Al-
though the Tigers were scheduled to
meet WHS in 1929, they canceled the
game.

IN PASSING
Norm Morton, a standout pitcher

at WHS in the early 1940s, passed
away on Oct. 31 in Stuart, Fla. He
was 92. Morton, who later pitched at
Rutgers and in the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates’ farm system for three years,
was inducted into the Union County
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1995. His
senior team at WHS in 1942 went 9-
2, with Morton, Jack Bacon and Tom
Brotherton each winning three
games. That team included Hall of
Famer Jim Turpin at first base, cap-
tain Bob Gebler in center field, Red
MacCloskey at third base and Chick
Miller at shortstop.

The Devil’s Den appears from time
to time in The Westfield Leader.

CARRACINO 1ST ALL-UC; ROJO, DUCUSIN 2ND ALL-UC

Cougar Soccer Boys Captured
UC Mountain Division Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stepping up the ladder of recogni-
tion has been the Cranford High
School boys soccer team’s goal. Last
year, the Cougars advanced to the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals for the first time in many
years and this year, not only did they
reach the UCT semifinals but they
also captured the Union County Con-
ference Mountain Division crown,
hosted a state playoff game and fin-
ished with an 11-8 record.

Three teams were in contention for
the conference crown heading into
their last regular-season game, which
was with one of the contenders in
Governor Livingston at Memorial
Field in Cranford and the loser would
be eliminated. Senior forward Drew
Patterson took a pass from senior co-
captain/midfielder Sam Clark in the
first half and cashed in with what
turned out to be the only goal of the
game to give the Cougars a 1-0 vic-
tory. In order to gain a share of the
crown, Summit needed to win its final
three games but ended up winning
two and tying one.

The third-seeded Cougars earned
their second trip to the UCT semifi-
nals when they stunned Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 2-1, in overtime on Octo-
ber 14 when junior co-captain/
midfielder Mike Carracino on an as-
sist from Patterson scored the win-
ning goal. Senior forward Matt
Medeiros assisted Brian Nigro on a
goal in regulation.

The Cougars then had a battle with
second-seeded Elizabeth but experi-
enced a 2-1 setback. Senior center
back Steve Filimonczuk scored the
Cougars’ goal off a free kick from
Carracino. Elizabeth went on to tie
top-seeded Westfield for a share of
the UCT crown.

Receiving the fifth seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament, the Cougars hosted 12th-
seeded Rahway and nearly had more
than they could handle. After a suc-
cessful goal on a penalty kick gave
the Indians a 2-1 lead, the Cougars
had to scramble and knotted the score
late in the second quarter with a goal
from Patterson. Then Carracino
scored the game winner in the second
overtime for a 3-2 victory. The Cou-

gars’ season ended in the next round
with a 4-1 loss to Summit.

Cougar Head Coach Greg Campbell
pointed out, “Our varsity team this

year accomplished several notable
goals: Second consecutive year in the
county semifinals, second consecu-
tive year in the state sectional
quarterfinals, first home state game
since 2009, first win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in 34 years, Confer-
ence Champions and only shut out
once all season (1-0 to Westfield on
opening day).”

Carracino led the team in goals
with seven and in assists with 10.
Carracino received First Team All-
Mountain Conference and First Team
All-Union County honors. Senior for-
ward Matt Ducusin, who scored three
goals and had an assist, was selected
First Team All-Conference and Sec-
ond Team All-Union County.
Patterson, who scored six goals and
added three assists, was selected All-
Mountain Conference Honorable
Mention.

Senior four-year starter goalkeeper/
co-captain Andrew Rojo recorded 122
saves and his backup Gavin Kellett
made two saves. Rojo was selected
First Team All-Mountain Conference
and Second Team All-Union County.

Medeiros scored five goals and
added three assists. Midfielder James
Coleman netted three goals and two
assists. Nigro had three goals, senior
Pierre LaDorze netted three goals and
an assist and Clark contributed two
goals and an assist. Clark was se-
lected All-Conference Honorable
Mention.

Filimonczuk received All Moun-
tain Conference Honorable Mention
and senior defenseman Kevin Murphy
(1 goal) received All-Conference and
All-Union County Honorable Men-
tion. Senior Dylan DePuy scored three
goals and had two assists. Co-captain
Noah West contributed three assists.
Senior Derek Kallensee had a goal
and two assists, senior Nick Garafalo
had a goal and an assist and junior
center back Kevin Donovan contrib-
uted a goal.

The Cougars will have graduated
13 seniors but the future still looks
bright with the addition of members
from the JV squad that won the Union
County Tournament crown and a
strong freshman group.

“Needless to say it was a fun, excit-
ing and successful season for Cranford
High School boys soccer across all
three levels, including a 11-3 record
for the freshman team and a County
Championship for JV. The future of
Cranford High School soccer is look-
ing bright as long as we continue to
work hard and develop from year to
year,” Coach Campbell said.

2014
Plainfield 6-0
2015
Montgomery 35-6
Scotch Plains 42-10
Linden 10-7
Ridge 37-13
Immaculata 34-6
North Hunterdon 45-6
Watchung Hills 40-0
Hunterdon C. 33-14
Columbia 49-14
Union 44-14
Plainfield 33-6
Bridgewater 10-7
2016
Linden 30-0
Ridge 35-21
Franklin 37-10
Watchung Hills 40-14
Union 28-13
Elizabeth 13-7
Immaculata 35-13
Scotch Plains 46-7
Bayonne 48-0
Union 21-7
Plainfield 30-14
Bridgewater 15-13
2017
Linden 12-7
Ridge 23-7
Franklin 23-7
Watchung Hills 35-7
Union 7-6
Elizabeth 13-6
Immaculata 23-6
Scotch Plains 35-14
Ridge 17-10
Elizabeth 13-6
Plainfield 37-7

1969
Nutley 7-6
Montclair 24-0
Hillside 48-0
Plainfield 45-0
1970
Johnson 21-6
Cranford 42-3
Gov. Livingston 49-0
Scotch Plains 35-0
Rahway 36-0
Nutley 14-8
Montclair 62-22
Hillside 46-13
Plainfield 49-6
1971
Johnson 40-0
Cranford 20-6
Gov. Livingston 35-0
Scotch Plains 22-0
Rahway 45-0
Nutley 7-0
Montclair 7-6
Hillside 21-6
Plainfield 12-6
1972
Johnson 33-14
Cranford 27-0
Gov. Livingston 39-16
Scotch Plains 34-15
Rahway 33-8
Nutley 10-0
Montclair 18-14
Hillside 43-0
Plainfield 27-6
1973
Middletown 42-6
Union 35-7
T. Jefferson 42-22
Scotch Plains 14-7
Cranford 35-6

Westfield Winning Streaks

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Amy S. Greene Envi-
ronmental Consultants, Inc., 4 Walter
Foran Boulevard, Suite 209,
Flemington, New Jersey 08822-4666

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
professional engineering services for vari-
ous field improvement projects

DURATION: January 1, 2017 through
December 31, 2017

AMOUNT: not to exceed $55,000.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: World Insurance As-
sociates, LLC, 115 Grove Street East,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform risk management consultant ser-
vices as detailed in the Bylaws of the
Suburban Joint Insurance Fund and the
Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund.

DURATION: January 1, 2018 through
December 31, 2018

AMOUNT: 2.5% of annual assessment
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

THE PROVISION OF LEGAL AND
OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Township Attorney
Prosecutor

Alternate Prosecutor
Public Defender

Township Environmental Attorney
Township Labor Attorney
Redevelopment Attorney

Affordable Housing Counsel
General Litigation Counsel

Bond Counsel
Tax Appeal Attorney

Planning Board Attorney
Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance, of which the following is a copy,
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held November 21,
2017 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
11th day of December, 2017, at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2091

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I.  Section IV of General Ordi-
nance No. 2066 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

This ordinance shall take effect after
passage and publication, as soon as, and
in the manner permitted by law.

SECTION II.  All existing ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsis-
tent with this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III.  This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act P.L.1975c.231, this is to ad-
vise that the Cranford Board of Education
will hold a Special Meeting on Tuesday,
December 5, 2017 beginning at 7:30 P.M.
in the Board Room at Lincoln School, 132
Thomas Street, Cranford, New Jersey.

The purpose of this meeting is for con-
sideration of issues dealing with person-
nel, regarding the Superintendent of
Schools Evaluation process for the
Cranford Public School District.

No action will be taken at this meeting.
The meeting will be opened in Public and
the Board will go directly into Executive
Session.

By order of
Robert J. Carfagno

Business Administrator
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

David B. Corbin (fall 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-CONFERENCE MOUNTAIN DIVISION RECOGNITION...Cougar co-captain/midfielder Sam Clark, No. 8, was
selected All-Conference Honorable Mention. Clark also contributed two goals and an assist this season.

David B. Corbin (files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-CONFERENCE, ALL-COUNTY RECOGNITION...Cougar senior for-
ward Matt Ducusin, No. 23, was selected First Team All-Conference and Second
Team All-Union County. Ducusin scored three goals and added an assist.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

DOBOSIEWICZ NETTED 12 GOALS, HINKEL 8 ASSISTS

Blue Devils’ Stingy ‘D’ Leads
To 17-1-3 Boys Soccer Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scoring against an extremely well-
coordinated defense was nearly non-
existent when opposing boys soccer
teams tested their offensive skills
against the Westfield Blue Devils this
season. The Blue Devils yielded just
eight goals, while scoring 46 for them-
selves, and finished with a 17-1-3
record, which included the Union
County Conference Watchung Divi-
sion crown with an 8-0 record and a
share of the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) title with Elizabeth.

“We broke a school record with
number of goals allowed at eight,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Eric Shaw
pointed out.

The senior-heavy defense consisted
of center backs Mark Walter (co-cap-
tain), Graham Studwell (both selected
First Team All-Union County – UC)
and Matt Canabarro, defenders Dan
Sokolin (co-captain), Andrew Eliades
and David Sprung and defensive
midfielder Mike Birle (co-captain –
All-UC Second Team). Ronit Rao
was the only sophomore on defense.

Coach Shaw said he, “Can not say
enough about the team defensively.
As a team, we where very hard to
break down. We were well organized
collectively but also had some great
individual talent starting from Mike
Birle as the DM to slowing the game
down to the back four Mark, Graham,
Dave, Andrew and Dan in the back.

On the few occasions when there
was a breakthrough, senior goalkeeper
Josh Mendelson was there to make
the stops. Mendelson (First Team All-
UC) finished with 87 saves and per-
haps his most shining moments came
in the UCT title game against Eliza-
beth when he made a multitude of
spectacular saves.

“When things did break down, Josh
did what he is trained to do is come up

big at the right moments,” Coach Shaw
pointed out.

When Mendelson did take a break,
senior Matt Cetlin settled in at goal
and made 10 saves.

With such a secure defense and a
very lively offense, the Blue Devils
recorded key victories, which included
a pair of regular-season shutouts over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and another
two over Elizabeth. The Blue Devils
tied Hopewell Valley in their season
opener and their only loss was a 1-0
setback to Middletown North in the
third game of the season. The only
team to score more than once against
the Blue Devils was in a 4-2 win over
Summit.

Aside from the 1-1 tie with Eliza-
beth in the UCT championship game,
the Blue Devils tied Newark East
Side, 0-0, in the second round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament but failed to advance when
they were on the low side of a 4-3
shootout.

Senior forward Jack Dobosiewicz

HEISEY COMPLETED 216-367 FOR 3,039 YARDS, 27 TDS

Raider Gridders Proved They
Had Plenty of Offensive Clout

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive clout was certainly not a
problem for this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
but unfortunately for the Raiders there
was a glaring need for all 11 players
on defense to work in total coordina-
tion with each other to prevent oppos-
ing teams from scoring even higher
numbers. The result was a 1-9 season

with the only win being a 43-24 vic-
tory over Hopatcong in a crossover
game at the end of the season.

Only twice this season did the Raid-
ers score less than three touchdowns.
The first was in the season opener

against host Warren Hills in a 35-15
defeat and the other was in the regu-
lar-season finale against undefeated
Westfield in a 35-14 setback. Inter-
estingly, as of November 25, the Raid-
ers were the only team to score more
than one touchdown against the Blue
Devils.

The most points that the Raiders
scored in a game was against
Somerville when they put 46 points

on the scoreboard. Unfortunately for
the Raiders, the Pioneers exploded
with 82 points. The closest game was
against the Cranford Cougars in a 43-
42 overtime setback when the Raid-
ers attempted to win the game with a

two-point conversion but failed. Se-
nior quarterback/co-captain Cooper
Heisey completed 32 of 49 passes for
449 yards and four touchdowns.

The wildest turnaround game came
the week before the Cranford game
against the hosting Summit
Hilltoppers, who seized a 28-0 lead
within the first 10 minutes and carried
a 35-0 into the locker room at half-
time to set the Mercy Rule clock

ticking as soon as the third quarter
began. But Heisey stopped the tick-
ing immediately with a 70-yard touch-
down strike down the right sideline to
senior wide receiver Dwight Laylor.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

I

©201  Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue 

908-233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Raider Field Hockey Revival
Exceeded Their Expectations

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
varsity field hockey program is once
again alive and well. The Raiders
recently completed their return to
varsity play after a 27-year absence
by posting a very respectable 4-11
record. The long journey back to the
shooting circle began about four years
ago with the efforts of Carla Kelly and
Joanne Reilly, who started the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Field Hockey Club
with the ultimate goal of getting the
varsity program up and running again.

After discussing the objectives with
SPF Athletic Director Ryan Miller, it
was decided that the focus should be
on establishing a feeder program. A
field hockey clinic was held in 2014
and shortly thereafter a middle school
team was formed for the 2015 season.

Enter Ally Neidig, who at the time
was a teaching Health and Physical
Education at Terrill Middle School.
Neidig, an All-State selection during
her senior year at John Jay High School
in East Fishkill, N.Y. and graduate of
Montclair State University, picks up
the story from here.

“I thought it was very strange that
the high school did not have a field
hockey team and would constantly
ask our athletic director Mr. Miller
about it. Finally, he told me about a
woman named Carla Kelly who loved
field hockey as much as me. Carla got

the ball rolling and we were able to
start a single middle school team.
Over the last three years we were able
to turn a single 6-through-9 grade
middle school team into a 2-through-
4 grade team, 5-6 grade team, 7-8
grade team, a JV team and a varsity
team. Our program has absolutely
exploded and we couldn’t be more
thrilled. We would not be where we
are today without the help of Carla
Kelly and our SPFFH Club.”

Neidig, along with Bethany Pisulak,
eventually took the reins of the Raider
junior varsity team, which took to the
turf in 2016. Kelly and Reilly contin-
ued to develop the feeder program by
working with middle and grade school
teams. By the time 2017 rolled around,
the Raiders were ready to go to war
with the JV team they had fielded in
2016.

“We knew we had to get numbers in
order to have both a JV team and a
varsity team,” said Neidig. “We did a
ton of promoting. My players also did
a fantastic job at reaching out to other
high school girls who did not play any
fall sports. We were able to get about
30 girls to try out in August and that
was the perfect number for us. We are
hoping to eventually double that num-
ber over the next few years so we can
also have a freshman team. It was all
about promoting our program and
showing that we are a solid varsity
program just like all of the other var-

sity sports at SPFHS.”
Even so, starting a varsity program

almost from scratch brings with it
challenges that are unique when com-
pared with other more established
sports.

“It is very difficult having girls who
have never played before,” said
Neidig. “As of this year the majority
of the girls on our team only had about
1-2 years of playing experience. In
reality, by the time they get to the
varsity team they should have at least
four years of field hockey experience.
So we were playing teams who had
girls who have been playing together
since they were in fifth grade. That is
a huge challenge and a huge obstacle
when you’re trying to compete and
trying to win games.”

In their return season after such a
long absence, it is fair to say that not
much was expected of the Raiders in
terms of accumulating victories but
they exceeded expectations by notch-
ing four wins.

“First, the fact that we won more
than one game is amazing,” said
Neidig. “We were confident about
our team but did not want to set high
winning expectations for our first year.
We wanted the girls to focus on learn-
ing the game and seeing what varsity
field hockey looks like. Their best
game this season was when we beat
Butler, 3-2. It was the first game we

David B. Corbin (October files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DELIVERING ON OFFENSE...Raider quarterback Cooper Heisey, No. 15, passed for 449 yards against the Cranford
Cougars in a 43-42, overtime loss in October. Heisey finished the season with 216 completions for 3,039 yards and 27 TDs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

STEPPING UP TO VARSITY...(September files) The SPF Raider field hockey team competed at the varsity level for the first
time this season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Erin Lay, Kira Richardson, Catherine Buren, Cassidy Novella, Isa
St. Rosa, Jadie Pearl and Jamie Frank; second row, Meagan Lavin, Ali Boylan, Hailey Richardson, Abby Conklin, Ali Seiro,
Jessica Szulc, Sophia Iacona and Sierra Moorman; back row, Kelly Nitti, Madi Slifer, Emilia Boissonneault, Tracy
Bagdonas, Julia Blaschak, Julia Barnes, Kayla Nitti, Olivia Calcaterra and Vicki Savoca. Not Pictured: Hailey Cino.
Coaches: Ally Neidig, Sarah Weber and Virginia Weber.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

APPRAISAL SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

AUDITING/CONSULTANT SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for::

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

PLANNING SERVICES FOR THE
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Submission packages may be obtained
atSubmission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $31.62

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-COUNTY HONORS...Blue Devil senior defensive midfielder Mike Birle, No. 21, was selected All-Union County
Second Team and senior center back Mark Walter, top center, received All-Union County First Team honors.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils’ Stingy ‘D’ Leads to 17-1-3 Season
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raiders Exceeded Expectations
In First Field Hockey Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SPF Girls Seek UCT Repeat;
Raider Swim Boys Rebuilding

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swim team returns for the
2017 season hoping to extend its run
of three straight Union County titles.
The Raider boys are looking to fill big
holes, while still maintaining their
place as one of the top-two teams in
Union County.

The Raider girls will have to do it
without the help of Stephanie
Judge, who has graduated and
will be swimming for the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts this
year. Even so, the Raider have
plenty of returning talent and
figure to be a favorite for the
county championship once again.

“We are bringing back a very
strong group of swimmers,” said
Head Coach Jess Hulnik. “We
are looking forward to trying to
defend our county title.”

Last season, the Raiders ad-
vanced all the way to the sec-
tional finals before falling to
Chatham, 97-73. The Raiders
were known for their strong re-
lay teams, particularly in the 200-
medley where Judge and Erika
Frazier, Rachel Maizes and
Megan Small won first place at
the counties (1:47.74). DeeDee
Maizes stepped in for Small at
the Meet of Champions (MOC)
and the team tied for first place
with Mendham (1:46.67).
Frazier, both Maizes sisters and
Small all return for their senior sea-
sons. It is possible that Hulnik will
simply use that quartet for the 200-
medley team but nothing is written in
stone.

“I am still trying to figure out a few
things on that end,” said Hulnik. “We
have some very strong candidates and
many factors go into who swims in
which relay.”

Rachel Maizes sets up as a key
performer on the 2017-18 edition.
She is the returning Union County
champ in the 100-breast (1:04.88)
and runner-up at the MOC in that
event. Maizes set the new Union
County standard with her time of
1:04.88 eclipsing the former record
(1:04.96) posted by former Raider
Jodie Thompson in 2013.

DeeDee Maizes will compete in
the freestyle events. She was UCT
runner up in both the 200-free
(1:54.52) and 100-free (52.65).

Erika Frazier will compete in the
fly and backstroke events. Frazier was
runner-up at the counties in the 100-
fly (58.57) behind Judge (57.74).
Small returns to compete in the sprints.

Other strong swimmers figure to be
senior Anna Dunchus in the 100-breast
and junior Caroline Warren in the
distance free. Dunchus was runner-
up in the county last year with a time
of (1:09.15 ) in the 100-breast. War-
ren was runner-up in the 500-free
(5:16.12) finishing just a fraction be-
hind eventual champ Sarah Montagna
(5:16.09) of Governor Livingston.

The Raiders will benefit from hav-
ing a large number of seniors return-

ing across all events. In addition to
those already mentioned, Olivia
Barcia (freestyle, fly), Hannah Davis
(sprint free), Lauren Eck (freestyle),
Mackenzie Inacker (free), Alyssa
Mongiovi (free), Nina Paradiso (fly,
IM), Molly Pritchett (free), Cara
Raderman (free) and Sydney Von
Oehsen (backstroke) fortify the ranks
of the upperclassmen.

Juniors Aubrey Bagdonas (free,

back), Rachel DiFabrizo (free), Kate
Jackmin (fly), Eleanor Richard (dis-
tance free, breast) and Lucy Zhang
(back) also figure to compete.

Julianna Blanco, Nicole Kenny,
Isha Rai and Chole Yang are sopho-
mores who will be in the mix in the

freestyle events as will freshmen
Kaleigh Einhorn, Lilly Holston and
Emma Route. Fellow freshmen Sofia
Leonetti (breast, IM), Abby Ryan
(free, back) and Rachel Small (free,
back) round out the Raider squad.

“I think we will be pretty strong in
all of our events,” said Hulnik. “All of

our swimmers are pretty versatile.”
The Raider boys finished second in

Union County last season to peren-
nial state power Westfield and will
have to move forward this season
without the services of Union County
200IM and 200-breaststroke champ
Chris Bondarowicz, who has taken
his act to the US Naval Academy.

Also graduated is Eric Chang,
Union County runner-up in the 100-

backstroke, as well as being a key
member of the relay teams. Chang is
swimming for the University of Roch-
ester this year. Both Bondarowicz and
Chang were catalysts in helping the
Raiders advance to their third straight
NJSIAA Public B Finals before los-

ing to eventual champ Mainland. But
the cupboard is anything but bare in
Scotch Plains for the coming season.
The Raiders have a strong duo to
build around and if things break right,
they could match their success of re-
cent seasons.

“I agree that the boys lost a little
more than the girls,” said Hulnik.
“But we still have quite a few return-
ing and we should be competitive in
most meets.”

Replacing Bondarowicz, the MOC
100-breaststroke winner (56.98) will
be no small task. Bondarowicz also
was a force on the powerful Raider
relay teams. Hulnik is keeping her
options open at this early stage.

“That is something we will try to
figure out along the way. With only a
few workouts under our belt, we are
still trying to figure out some things.”

Juniors Drew Burnfeindt and Daniel
Donaldson are early candidates to
compete in the 100-breaststroke.

The unquestioned top returnee is
junior Josh Cohen, the defending
Union County champ in the 200-free
and 500-free events. As a sophomore,
Cohen’s time of 4:35.02 in the 500-
free broke his own county record of
4:36.39 set as a freshman in 2016. He
figures to be even stronger this year
and could set new standards in the
event once again.

Another junior, Alan Shao, also
returns as the defending Union County
champ in the 100-fly. Shao saved his
best for last, while winning the 100-
fly in the Final against Mainland with
a personal best time of 52.64.

Senior Nick Heath returns to offer
support in the sprint free events, while
fellow senior Tyler Daniskas will com-
pete in the back and free events. Se-
niors Jake Malik (free) and Tristan
Yang (IM) are also in the mix.

Junior Sean Hough is mentioned by
Hulnik as a contender in the back and
free events. A deep core of junior
talent featuring Virendra Ghate (free),
Stanley Kanu (free, fly) and Ethan
Melville (free) is also on hand.

Sophomores Aiden Maloney (free),
James Maloney (free, back), Ethan
Morobel (fly) and Lucas Route (free,
back) will compete for time in the
pool.

Freshmen Michael DePaola (free),
Owen Ferrone (fly), Prabur Kukreja
(free), Matt London (free), Sean
Merkel (free, back), Jason Mongiovi
(free, fly) and David Riedell (free)
hope to crack the line-up as well.

The girls open their season at Kent
Place on December 5 then the home
opener for both teams is December 6
against Union.

Raiders Proved They Had Plenty of ‘O’ Clout
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

By game’s end, Heisey completed 30 of
46 passes for an SPF school record 538
yards (357 in the second half) and Laylor
finished with seven receptions for 281
yards, including three touchdowns but
the Hilltoppers prevailed 56-35.

Heisey finished the season with 216
completions in 367 attempts for 3,039
yards and 27 touchdowns (all SPF
records) and 12 interceptions. Last
year, Heisey completed (*182 of 315
passes for 2,023 yards, including 17
touchdowns and six interceptions*).
In his sophomore year, Heisey began
to take the snaps in the second half of
the Linden game midway through the
season. * These totals may be off
somewhat due to conflicting records.

Heisey’s primary receivers, the
“Gang of Four”, seniors Laylor and
Justin Sanders and juniors Anthony
Porter and Isaiah Stewart, racked up
big time numbers also. Stewart had
74 receptions for 946 yards, includ-
ing five touchdowns. Laylor, Heisey’s
go-to guy for long bombs, had 40
receptions for 757 yards including
eight touchdowns. His longest recep-
tion was for 85 yards.

Sanders also had 40 receptions for
625 yards, including five touchdowns.
Porter had 42 receptions for 498 yards,

including seven touchdowns. Senior
running back Javin Scott had 12 re-
ceptions for 101 yards, including one
touchdown. Senior co-captain/run-
ning back Alex Oslislo had eight re-
ceptions for 88 yards, senior Jakob
Robles had two receptions for 13
yards, including a touchdown and
senior Lamont Cruse had a six-yard
reception.

Oslislo led in the running game
with 91 carries for 495 yards, includ-
ing five touchdowns. Scott carried 49
times for 209 yards, including three
touchdowns. Sanders had 13 carries
for 63 yards, Porter had nine carries
for 43 yards, including one touch-
down, and Heisey, who was sacked
numerous times, netted 40 yards on
101 carries, including three touch-
downs. Although almost exclusively
on defense as a linebacker, senior co-
captain Nick Palazzollo carried once
for a three-yard touchdown and sopho-
more Charlie Levine carried once for
a one-yard touchdown.

Despite the defensive woes, the
Raiders had several who performed
well. Palazzollo led the team with 55
tackles, including 13 throws for losses
(TFL) and four sacks. He also had
three fumble recoveries. Scott was

involved in 54 tackles, including a
sack and a TFL. Stewart had 47 tack-
les (2 TFL) and a fumble recovery. At
linebacker, Oslislo made 34 tackles,
including a sack and nine TFL, and
added a fumble recovery. Senior of-
fensive lineman Declan Cassidy made
35 tackles (3 TFL).

Robles had 46 tackles (1 TFL) and
two fumble recoveries. Laylor had 32
tackles (1 sack, 3 TFL) and an inter-
ception. Porter made 25 tackles, se-
nior lineman Bobby Mount had 24
tackles (3 TFL), Sanders made 13
tackles (1 TFL) and junior linebacker
Mateo Velez made 11 tackles. Senior
linebacker Jack Lynch, who was in-
jured very early in the season, man-
aged to contribute 10 tackles, includ-
ing three TFL. Junior defensive back
Shaarif Seleh made five tackles, which
included a safety.

On special teams, senior Max Toll
kicked a 39-yard field goal and added
13 points after touchdown. Toll also
punted 19 times for 674 yards for an
average of 35.5 yards. Senior Alex
Lipshitz performed the kickoff duties.
On kickoff returns, Sanders had 20 for
337 yards, including a long of 48 yards.
Robles had 21 returns for 334 yards,
including a long of 28 yards.

scored more than 1-2 goals and our
Captain Julia Barnes played the best
game of her career so far and had all
three of our goals. Julia is a new
player who just started last year and
had never played field hockey before.
Having her score all three goals is
something I will never forget as a
coach and will always be one of the
highlights of my coaching career. Julia
was exactly where she needed to be at
each opportunity we had and our team
was able to recognize that she had
“the hot stick” and made sure to get
her the ball when in front of the ball.
It was the first game that they actually
started playing like a team and played
smart.”

There were many other contribu-
tors during the Raider reboot season.

“All four of my captains, Julia
Barnes, Catherine Buren, Kelly Nitti
and Isa St. Rosa are all great leaders
and role models,” said Neidig. “They
made sure our team represented them-
selves in a mature, respectful manner
both on and off the field. Our senior
captain Isa is one of the nicest, hard-
est working students you will ever
meet in your life. We decided to add
her on as our fourth captain during
our preseason this year because of her
dedication and hard work.”
     St. Rosa explained what the ex-
perience of playing field hockey for
the Raiders meant to her during the
season.
     “Towards the end of my sopho-
more year, it was brought to my atten-
tion that field hockey was to become
an official program at SPFHS. With
the mindset of trying something new,
I decided to give it a try.  I loved it!
When I found out there there would
be a varsity program by my senior
season I was super excited! The var-
sity season was a whole new experi-
ence compared to the JV season. With
the determination of the other prom-
ising field hockey players, we all
worked together to become a better
team, practice by practice. Everyday

I always saw improvement. Everyday
there was a new task but a similar
goal. Along with the field hockey
experience, I always felt like this was
a team, a family, a place where I felt
whole and accepted, where I felt like
I belonged. Every day was exciting
because every day offered a chance to
make a name for ourselves. I was
proud to be a varsity captain.”

There is every reason to think that
the Raiders will continue to improve
next season.

“We are only losing three seniors
this year, which we are very sad to see
go,” said Neidig. “Isa St. Rosa, Sierra
Moorman and Sydney Martarono are
the first seniors to graduate our pro-
gram and will all be attending col-
lege. At the same time we are very
excited that most of our varsity start-
ing lineup will be returning for next
year. Our team is very sophomore-
heavy this year so we have the oppor-
tunity to work with them for another
two seasons, which is going to be
huge for us as a program!”

With a successful varsity season
now in the books, Neidig sees a bright
future for the sport of field hockey in
Scotch Plains.

“Field hockey is a great sport,”
said Neidig. “With all the towns
surrounding Scotch Plains having
field hockey, there is no reason that
we shouldn’t! I knew it would take
a little bit of time, but the girls
deserve to have the ‘varsity’ experi-
ence, so I wanted to try and get the
varsity team up and running as soon
as I could. They are very coachable
and have learned the sport at a very
fast pace. As I said before our pro-
gram has absolutely exploded! We
have a great feeder program and
most of our varsity-starting lineup
returning for next year. We were
also able to see what other pro-
grams/teams look like this year and
now know what it takes and what we
need to work on over the off season
to compete at the varsity level.”

(First Team All-UC) became a scor-
ing machine and led the team with 12
goals, while adding five assists.
Sophomore midfielder Andrew
Echausse (All-UC Honorable Men-
tion) came up with four goals and five

assists and junior forward Brian
Hinkel (All-UC Honorable Mention)
netted three goals and led the team
with nine assists.

“Up top, Jack our leading goal
scorer, scored some key goals at the
right time to help get results. Brian
Hinkel and Andrew Echausse showed
some great growth and versatility to
set up and score some important
goals,” Coach Shaw commented.

Senior midfielder Lee Beauchamp
(All-UC Honorable Mention) put in
four goals and added a pair of assists,
senior forward Devon Tikku scored
four goals and had an assist, and jun-
ior midfielder Henry Schwartz netted
four goals. Senior midfielder Tate

Kronick scored two goals and had
four assists. Junior forward Evan
Meade had three goals. Sprung (4
assists), Eliades (2 assists), Birle (as-
sist), Sokolin (assist), Studwell (as-
sist), Canabarro (assist) and Rao each
contributed one goal. Senior
midfielder Chris Beaulieu and Jeff
Bennett each added a goal.

The 14 graduating seniors with their
professional approach to the game
has set a fine example for the upcom-
ing varsity players next year.

“Very proud of this group of guys!
The way they approached every meet-
ing, training and game was very pro-
fessional,” Coach Shaw said. “They
have a true love for the game.”

David B. Corbin (January 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT HER ALL...Raider Stephanie Judge gives it her all in the butterfly leg
of the 200-medley relay against IHA on January 10, 2017. The Raider foursome
of Erika Fraiser, Rachel Maizes, Judge and Megan Small won the event in 1:48.12.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act P.L. 1975 c.231, this notice is
to advise that the Cranford Board of Edu-
cation will hold a Reorganization and Open
Work Session meeting on Monday, Janu-
ary 8, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. in the Board Room
at Lincoln School. The purpose of the
meeting is to conduct the Reorganization
of the Board of Education including admin-
istering the Oath of Office to the newly
elected Board Members and to transact
any other business to come properly be-
fore the Board. Formal action will be taken
at this meeting.

By order of
Robert J. Carfagno

Business Administrator
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2017
5:00 pm

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
75 MARTINE AVENUE NORTH

FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion re-
garding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee for Year 44 at the above
time and place. For further information
contact the Borough Clerk at (908) 322-
8236.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

PLANNING SERVICES FOR THE
PLANNING BOARD

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $30.60

David B. Corbin (January 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A TIGHT RACE...Raider Josh Cohen, top, tries to keep ahead of his Bergen Catholic
opponent in the 200-freestyle event at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” on January 10,
2017. Cohen finished in 1:41.98 to easily place first.

David B. Corbin (North Hunterdon game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHEWING UP YARDAGE ON THE GROUND...Raider Javin Scott, No. 6, carried 49 times for 209 yards, including three
touchdowns. He also added 12 receptions for 101 yards, including one touchdown.

David B. Corbin (September 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TEAM CO-CAPTAIN...Blue Devil senior defender Dan Sokolin, No. 6, was a team co-captain along with
center back Mark Walter and defensive midfielder Mike Birle.
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Blue Devils Feast on Plainfield Cardinals on Annual Thanksgiving Day Football Classic, 37-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, on November 21, 2017. It will
be further considered for final passage,
after public hearing thereon, at a meeting
of the Town Council to be held in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, on December 11,
2017 at 8:00 P.M. During the week prior to
and up to and including the date of such
meeting copies of the full ordinance will be
available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the
members of the general public who shall
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE RE-
PLACEMENT OF THE PLAY-
GROUND AT MINDOWASKIN
PARK IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$1,250,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s):  Replacement of the play-
ground at Mindowaskin Park with a handi-
capped-accessible playground with a
safety surface and various amenities in, by
and for the Town.

Appropriation:  $1,250,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $1,190,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $15,000
Useful Life: 15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Town Clerk
Town of Westfield

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-012893-16
FILE NO. 21914-16

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ACE PLUS LLC; PLAINTIFF
VS. HATTIE RUTH LYONS,
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, ET ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: HATTIE RUTH LYONS, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; JAMES T. COOPER, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; VIOLA
NELSON; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
VIOLA NELSON, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; MERCURY
INC; RIVER HILLS SCHOOL; COLLEC-
TIONS & RECOVERIES, INC.;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on November 21, 2017, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed January 5, 2018 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 917 BLOCK 9 on the tax duplicate
of ELIZABETH. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 14-00346 is
$42,357.95, together with interest from
May 31, 2017 and costs of $1,739.85.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
December 11, 2017, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Christopher Gaito, 620 Garfield Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
keep an existing basketball backboard
contrary to Section 13.02I8 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a bas-
ketball backboard to at least five feet from
the side property line and 20 feet from the
front property line. Proposed is + 6 inches
(1/2 foot) from the side property line and 10
feet from the front property line.

Family RE Investments LLC., 611
Carleton Road. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to construct a new home contrary to
Section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum front
yard setback of 40.53 feet. Proposed is +
25.5 feet.

Natalia Goldman, 112 Brightwood Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
add three dormers to the third floor con-
trary to Section 11.05E8 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
story height of 2 ½ stories. Proposed is a
story height of 3 stories.

Meridian Developers, LLC., 714 West
Broad Street. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to demolish the existing home and
construct a new home contrary to Section
12.03D and 11.09E13 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 42.94 feet. Proposed front set-
back is +25.38 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum continuous wall length of 25
feet. Proposed is 29.62 feet.

David & Dara Eisenman, 111 North
Cottage Place. Applicants are seeking
approval to construct an addition contrary
to Section 11.09E7 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is a rear
yard setback of 32.34 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $55.08

your back. They are the safety nets. If
you mess up, they will be there to help
you out. That really brought us closer.
You got Drew with the big hits then
you got Dayon with the interception,”
he said.

The Blue Devils’ secondary of
Barden and co-captain Adam

McDaniel, and junior Jordan Simpson
with the help of unrelenting pressure
from the defensive line limited the
passing game to 53 yards before their
reserves came in late in the third quar-
ter and yielded an additional 97 yards.

“They are the reason we are unde-
feated. I don’t think they have let up
more than 14 points [in a game] this
year and they are really 100 percent
for our success,” Tim Alliegro said of
the defense.

Senior receiver Jason Cassett re-
ceived a lot of playing time and made
good on it with four receptions for 75
yards. One was a short pass from
sophomore quarterback Hank Shapiro
that he turned into a 56-yard sprint to
the Cardinal two, setting up the Blue
Devils’ second touchdown two plays
later when Alliegro hooked in from
the four with 2:19 left in the half.

“I’m [upset] I didn’t get into the
end zone but it happens I guess. It was
third down. I was just thinking about
getting a first down and I saw an
opening and took off. Emmett Smith
definitely blocked my corner. Love
that kid. When I got up here, I slowed
down a little bit then I got caught,”
Cassett described.

Shapiro completed nine of 19
passes for 150 yards, which included
the seven-yard touchdown strike to
Rooney, who also had a 19-yard re-
ception. Junior Tommy Norris and
sophomore Colin Freer had recep-
tions of 21 yards and 17 yards, re-

spectively, and Alliegro turned a
screen pass into an 11-yard gain.

Alliegro, who carried 11 times for
45 yards, also added a one-yard touch-
down run. Senior Juandre House car-
ried nine times for 56 yards and Nick
Martini carried 13 times for 39 yards,
including a one-yard touchdown scoot

for the final score late in the fourth
quarter.

McDaniels’ interception at the
Westfield four yard line prevented a
Plainfield score on their first drive. The
Blue Devils’ offense went three-and-
out on their first series. The Cardinals
chewed up the remainder of the quarter
then failed on an attempted 20-yard
field goal on the first play of the second.

A gang tackle, followed by Dayon’s
five-yard throw for a loss and Vall-
Llobera’s tipped pass forced the Car-
dinals to punt from near their end
zone. Westfield took over at midfield
and with the help of Alliegro’s 21-yard

run and Rooney’s 17-yard reception,
the Blue Devils scored on Alliegro’s
untouched one-yard run with 5:44 left
in the half. Senior Aidan Bolan kicked
the first of his five points after.

Alliegro was grateful for the block-
ing he received.

“My brother [Fran — senior] pulled

around, the hole was open. Drew Ortiz
and Shea Elliott leading blocking. I
could have walked into the end zone.
It was wide open,” Alliegro explained.

Less than three minutes into the
third quarter, the Blue Devils in-
creased their lead to 21-0 when
Shapiro hit Rooney near the right
pylon for the seven-yard touchdown.
Vall-Llobera’s five-yard sack and an
eight-yard sack by the trio of
SanGiacomo, Levy and Vall-Llobera

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR POWER...The Blue Devil seniors in photo, pictured left to right, are: front row; Casey Scheper (45), Russ Weber (51), Isaiah Reese (58), Sean Dwyer (19),
Ben Buontempo (44), Chris O’Connor (12), Juandre House (23), Peyton Schlewitt (88), Steve Barden (1), Adam McDaniel (2) and Joe SanGiacomo (46); back row,
Head Coach Jim DeSarno, John McCauley (73), Jake Vall-Llobera (8), Chris Culhane (62), Jordan Barham (61), Drew Ortiz (50), Jacob Obsgarten (33), Rory
McGovern (65), Aidan Boland (24), Shea Elliott (43), Jacob Dayon (4), Jason Cassett (3), Isaac Montez (56) and Fran Alliegro (60).

forced another Plainfield punt. The
snap was bad and punter Allen Boone
purposely booted the ball toward the
end zone. Dayon made a valiant at-
tempt to keep it in but it rolled out of
bounds for a safety.

Late in the quarter, Barden picked
off a pass, shed a tackler and sprinted
down the right sideline for the 55-
yard touchdown.

“Once again they threw it up there.
I baited them to throw it to make sure
he threw it to the right person that I
was guarding. I came up with the
pick. He held onto my leg a little bit
but my man Jake Dayon came on and
held him down for me, so I could get
loose and I scored,” Barden explained.

Barden also had help when he
scooted down the right sideline and
into the end zone.

“It’s fun! It’s nice to have a bunch
of seniors to block for you and you
have enough time to get to the end
zone. It’s nice to have a team that
wants to make sure you get to the end
zone,” Barden expressed.

Working against the Blue Devils’
subs, Spencer scored the Cardinals’
only touchdown on a three-yard run
with 10 seconds left in the third quar-
ter. Midway through the fourth quar-
ter, Martini added his one-yard touch-
down run.

For the seniors, it would be the last
time competing at Kehler Stadium.

“It’s weird! I’ve always kind of
known this field from PAL and things
like that. I’m going to miss it but I
think it’s a good way to go out for the
last three varsity seasons that we
haven’t lost on this field. I’m content
with it,” McGovern said.

“I have been playing here since I
was little, ever since I was in third
grade. Being able to come here and
watch other guys like Dylan Elliott,
Eugene [Rawles], all those big guys.
Now I am making big time plays like
they were doing, so it’s nice,” Barden

said. “We had some great memories
on this field. We expect to keep those
memories in our head and move on to
MetLife. Keep the train rolling.”

“I feel great about today. We were
out here catching doves. That’s what
I love. We are going to MetLife. That’s
all I really wanted,” Cassett expressed.

“Obviously my brother is a senior
and my left guard, so he’s friends with
all of them and my bond is with them
this year. I am glad to call the cap-
tains, the seniors friends. It’s some-
thing good,” Alliegro expressed.

“I feel great. I get to come home
with my family do some turkey,”
Cassett added.

Next, the Blue Devils will face
Bridgewater-Raritan for the Group 5
crown at MetLife tonight, November
30, at 8 p.m.

“Kind of unreal right now! I feel
like it won’t hit me until I step on that
field but it’s a crazy thought being
able to play there,” McGovern ex-
pressed.
Plainfield   0   0   7   0 7
Westfield   0 14 16   7 37

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

ENGINEERING SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $29.58

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUSHING IN FOR THE TD...Blue Devil sophomore receiver Griffin Rooney, No. 17, drives in for the touchdown early in
the third quarter after grabbing sophomore quarterback Hank Shapiro’s pass.

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

31 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield Offered at $1,725,000

1081 Minisink Way, Westfield Offered at $1,925,000

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, December 3rd • 1-3PM

Stately 6 bedroom 6.1 bath Colonial opens to an impressive foyer with a curved
staircase to the upper and lower levels of beautiful living! The spacious rooms
highlight lovely millwork and luxurious amenities, while the exterior showcases
three front Juliet balconies and two rear covered porticos. This Energy Star
Qualified residence, offering smart home technology, is situated in Indian Forest
convenient to downtown Westfield.

321 Brightwood Avenue, Westfield Offered at $1,299,000
Gorgeous Colonial with open front porch. Two story foyer, crown molding
throughout, coffered ceilings, beautiful kitchen with top of the line appliances.
First floor offers wood plantation shutters. Third floor bonus room. Basement
features newly finished playroom and office as well as full bath.

Magnificent 7 bedroom, 3-1/2 bath Nantucket-style Dutch Colonial on .89 acre
lot featuring expansive wrap around front porch, grand main staircase, gorgeous
millwork, columns, ceilings, period architectural & updated amenities. A simply
spectacular home- convenient to town, schools and NYC transportation and
located in Westfield’s beautiful Stoneleigh Park neighborhood.

62 North Cottage Place, Westfield Offered at $924,900
Fantastic 4 bedroom 3.2 bath Colonial has been expanded and newly rebuilt
from the basement up and offers a wonderful open floor plan! The beautifully
decorated kitchen in neutral colors opens to a bright family room with a gas
fireplace, and a staircase leading to the patio and fenced rear yard, as well as the
lower level. Additional highlights include new landscaping, beautiful hardwood
floors, and exquisite millwork.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2016
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jaynebernstein@gmail.com

Sales Associate
JAYNE BERNSTEIN
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CLASSIFIEDS
WESTFIELD

Tuesday, November 14, Daniel D.
Afonso, 19, of Roselle Park was ar-
rested on charges of distribution of
CDS (controlled dangerous sub-
stance)/marijuana over 50 grams, dis-
tribution of a prescription legend drug
(Xanax), possession of more than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
a prescription legend drug (Xanax),
pursuant to an investigation on Elm
Street. Afonso was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released on a com-
plaint-summons.

Tuesday, November 14, a resident
of the 800 block of Ramapo Way
reported being the victim of a motor
vehicle burglary. Unknown suspects
entered the victim’s vehicle and stole
$420 worth of items from it while the
vehicle was parked and unsecured in
the driveway of the residence.

Wednesday, November 15, Marcus
Rawles, 49, of Newark was arrested
on outstanding warrants from New-
ark, with $250 bail; Bloomfield, with
$250 bail, and Union, with $155 bail,
pursuant to an investigation in the
area of the 400 block of Central Av-
enue. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released on his own recognizance
by all jurisdictions.

Thursday, November 16, Christo-
pher Jordan, 46, of Mountainside was
arrested on Elm Street near East Broad
Street and charged with disorderly
persons pursuant to a police investiga-
tion at the scene. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released with a complaint-summons.

Thursday, November 16, Nassir T.

Mann, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant
with $500 bail pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Central and
South Avenues. Mann was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting full bail.

Friday, November 17, a 1999
Honda Civic, white in color, was re-
ported stolen from the corner of 4
Hiawatha Drive. The victim observed
a black male, in his early 20s, wearing
all black clothing, enter the motor
vehicle and take off at a high rate of
speed towards Lawrence Avenue.

Saturday, November 18, Eric
Vasquez, 24, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an outstanding Bloomfield
warrant with $500 bail and a Newark
warrant with $100 bail pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of 600
South Avenue West. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after
posting full bail.

Sunday, November 19, Blandon
Gerez, 21, of Perth Amboy was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
CDS under 50 grams and possession
of drug paraphernalia pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop. Gerez was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on a
summons.

Sunday, November 19, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of a Tokyo
Citizen bicycle, blue in color, from
the north-side train station between 6
a.m. on November 17 and 6:45 p.m.
on November 18. The bicycle had
been secured with a lock that was
found cut and left at the scene. The
approximate value of the stolen bi-

cycle is $200.
Monday, November 20, Westfield

police responded to Southern State
Correctional Facility to take custody
of Gregory Brown. Brown was wanted
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
with bail set at $429. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held pending an appear-
ance in Westfield Municipal Court on
November 21.

Monday, November 20, Allen
Jones, 26, of Piscataway was arrested
subsequent to a motor vehicle stop on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed for an additional warrant
out of Woodbridge and released after
posting bail and receiving a sum-
mons.

Tuesday, November 21, a customer
of a business on the 100 block of Elm
Street reported the theft of a wallet
while shopping between 4:58 and 5:58
p.m. that day. The value of the theft
was reported as $250.

Friday, November 24, Damar
Younge, 35, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant.
Younge was in the custody of the
Woodbridge Police Department when
he was turned over to the Westfield
Police Department. Bail was in the
amount of $750.

FANWOOD
Friday, November 17, a resident of

the 10 block of Pleasant Avenue re-
ported that an unknown person had
entered his unlocked, parked motor
vehicle and removed his wallet that
contained cash and credit cards.

Friday, November 17, Erick Leon-
Oajaca, 29, of Guatemala was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant and
a charge of providing false identifica-
tion. Following a motor vehicle stop
at Martine and Pleasant Avenues for a
motor vehicle violation, the driver
gave police a false identity, authori-
ties said. The driver was arrested and
charged with volunteering false in-

formation. It also was discovered that
Leon-Oajaca has an outstanding
Interpol warrant. The driver was pro-
cessed and turned over to Immigra-
tion Enforcement officers.

Saturday, November 18, a business
owner on the 30 block of South
Martine Avenue reported illegal
dumping behind his store.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
preliminary and final site plan approval for
a proposed development (Case No. PB17-
06) to be located in the South Avenue
Transit Oriented Redevelopment Area (the
“Redevelopment Area”), pursuant to the
South Avenue Transit Oriented Redevel-
opment Plan dated May 27, 2017 (the
“Redevelopment Plan”), at the premises
known as BLOCK 401, LOTS 1, 2, 4 and 5,
having an address of 400, 450-490 South
Avenue, and 50 & 70 Center Street, in the
Borough of Garwood, Union County, New
Jersey (collectively, the “Property”), has
been submitted by South Ave Urban Re-
newal, LLC, a limited liability company of
the State of New Jersey, and Designated
Redeveloper of the Redevelopment Area,
having an address of 570 Commerce Bou-
levard, Carlstadt, New Jersey 07072 (“Ap-
plicant”).

The application proposes the redevel-
opment of the subject Property as a mixed-
use development, including 298 multi-fam-
ily residential apartments, with associated
public space, related parking, and other
improvements, including on-site ameni-
ties serving the prospective residents of
the development, including fitness facility,
pool, interior patio and courtyard area,
leasing office, and other facilities. 482 park-
ing spaces are proposed in a parking struc-
ture and beneath the building (at-grade)
where 435 spaces are required per the
Redevelopment Plan. The application in-
cludes approximately 19,366 square feet
of proposed retail / restaurant / café space,
with outdoor seating and related retail park-
ing. The project proposes a public plaza
northwest of the South Avenue and Center
Street intersection that includes a mixture
of hardscape, grass and landscaping as
well as lighting and planned outdoor din-
ing. A single monument sign is proposed,
central to the Property, to identify the
project. Retail signage is proposed above
individual fixed canopies located in front of
and above the individual retail units.

Applicant requires the granting of the
following minor deviations or other relief
from certain requirements and/or provi-
sions of the Redevelopment Plan:

1. Applicant proposes minimum one
bedroom market-rate residential unit sizes
of 721 square feet (768 with balcony) where
750 square feet is required; and

2. Applicant proposes minimum two bed-
room market-rate residential unit sizes of
1,054 square feet (1,521 sf with balcony)
where 1100 square feet is required.

APPLICANT SHALL ALSO SEEK ANY
SUCH OTHER VARIANCES, DEVIA-
TIONS, DESIGN WAIVERS, OR OTHER
RELIEF AS MAY BE REQUIRED, OR
DETERMINED TO BE NECESSARY IN
ORDER TO ALLOW PRELIMINARY AND
FINAL SITE PLAN APPROVAL OF THE
SUBJECT APPLICATION.

The Garwood Planning Board (the
“Board”) will conduct a public hearing on
this matter on Thursday, December 14,
2017 at, 7:30 p.m., in Council Chambers
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any comments or objections you
may have to the proposed development.
The Board, does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in the Office of the
Municipal Clerk, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey.

SOUTH AVE URBAN RENEWAL, LLC
Christopher H. Minks, Esq.

Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $79.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance, of which the following is a copy,
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held November 21,
2017 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
11th day of December, 2017, at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2090

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO ADDRESS
THE REQUIREMENTS OF
THE FAIR HOUSING ACT
REGARDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE TOWN’S AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING OBLIGA-
TIONS”

 WHEREAS, in accordance with In the
Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96
& 5:97 by the New Jersey Council on
Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015)
(“Mount Laurel IV”), the Town of Westfield
filed an action for declaratory judgment
titled In re Town of Westfield Compli-
ance with Third Round Mount Laurel
Affordable Housing Obligations, Docket
No. UNN-L-2391-15, (the “DJ Action”)
requesting that the court declare that
Westfield has complied with its Third Round
constitutional obligation to provide a real-
istic opportunity for the development of
housing that is affordable to low- and mod-
erate-income families and individuals; and

WHEREAS, the DJ Action was settled
and the settlement was reviewed and ap-
proved by the court after a Fairness Hear-
ing, which approval is memorialized in an
amended order entered by the court on
October 30, 2017 and filed by the court on
November 1, 2017 (the “Settlement Ap-
proval Order”); and

WHEREAS, in order to implement the
Settlement Approval Order, the Code of
the Town of Westfield must be amended to
add a mandatory Town-wide affordable
housing set aside ordinance; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT THERE-
FORE ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield, in the County of
Union and the State of New Jersey, as
follows:

SECTION I. The Land Use Ordinance,
Article 23, Section 23.13 is hereby
amended to read in its entirety as follows:

§23.13 Mandatory Affordable Hous-
ing Set-Aside Requirement

A. Multi-family residential development,
single-family attached residential devel-
opment, two-family attached residential
development, including the residential
portion of a mixed-use project, to be devel-
oped at six (6) or more dwelling units per
acre and yielding five (5) or more units that
become permissible through a zoning
amendment, or use or density variance
granted by the Town’s Board of Adjust-
ment, or adoption of a Redevelopment
Plan for an area in need of redevelopment
or area in need of rehabilitation, shall pro-
vide an affordable housing set-aside of

fifteen percent (15%) if the affordable units
are to be offered for rent and twenty per-
cent (20%) if the affordable units are to be
offered for sale.

B. This affordable housing set-aside re-
quirement shall not create any entitlement
to a special dispensation or approval for a
property owner or applicant for a zoning
amendment, variance, or adoption of a
Redevelopment Plan.

C. Where a developer demolishes exist-
ing dwelling units and builds new dwelling
units on the same site, the provisions of
this section shall apply only if the net in-
crease in the number of dwelling units is
five (5) or more units.

D. All variance, subdivision, and site
plan approvals of qualifying residential
developments shall be conditioned upon
compliance with the provisions of this sec-
tion.

E. No subdivision shall be permitted or
approved so as to avoid compliance with
this requirement.

F. All affordable units created pursuant
to this section must comply with all appli-
cable regulations of the affordable hous-
ing regulations of Article 23 of the Land
Use Ordinance and the New Jersey Uni-
form Housing Affordability Controls
(UHAC), N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et.seq. and
COAH regulations N.J.A.C. 5:93-1 et.seq.,
with the exception that in lieu of 10 percent
of affordable units in rental projects being
required to be at 35 percent of median
income, 13 percent of affordable units in
such projects shall be required to be at 30
percent of median income.

G. When calculating the set-aside re-
quirement for a particular site, if the impo-
sition of the required set-aside require-
ment results in a fractional unit, the re-
quirement shall be rounded to the next
whole number. For example, in the case of
a fifteen (15)-unit multifamily rental devel-
opment, a total of three (3) affordable units
would be required (15 units x 15 percent
set-aside requirement= 2.25 affordable
units required, which is rounded to 3 af-
fordable units required).

H. This affordable housing set-aside shall
not apply:

1. To any sites or specific zones and/or
overlay zones identified in the Town’s
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan
adopted in accordance with the settlement
approved by the court in the amended
order entered by the court on October 30,
2017 and filed by the court on November 1,
2017 (the “Settlement Approval Order”),
and/or to any sites or specific zones and/or
overlay zones identified in the Settlement
Approval Order.

2. To any developments containing four
(4) or fewer dwelling units.

SECTION II. The Land Use Ordinance,
Article 23, Section 23.14, is hereby de-
leted.

SECTION III.  All existing ordinances or
parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsis-
tent with any part of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION IV.  In the event that any
section, provision or part of provision of
this ordinance shall be held to be unen-
forceable or invalid by any court, such
holding shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
other than the part so held unenforceable
or invalid.

SECTION V.  This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.
1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $137.19

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-26

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE VIIIA (OTHER OF-
FICES AND POSITIONS) IN
CHAPTER 5 (ADMINISTRA-
TION) OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
TO CREATE THE POSITION
OF PROPERTY MAINTE-
NANCE OFFICER AND TO
PRESCRIBE THE DUTIES
THEREOF.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:

SECTION 1. Article VIIIA (Other Offices
and Positions) in Chapter 5 (Administra-
tion) of the Code of the Borough of Garwood
is hereby amended and supplemented by
enacting § 5-51.20 through § 5-51.20.4 as
follows:

§ 5-51.20. Property Maintenance Of-
ficer.

The position of Property Maintenance
Officer of the Borough of Garwood is hereby
created.

§ 5-51.20.1. Appointment of Property
Maintenance Officer.

The Property Maintenance Officer shall
be appointed by the Mayor with the ap-
proval of the Council and shall serve at the
pleasure of the Council. The Property
Maintenance Officer shall be exempt from
the residency requirement of N.J.S.A.
40A:60-6.

§ 5-51.20.2. Duties of Property Main-
tenance Officer.

A. The duties of the Property Mainte-
nance Officer shall be as follows:

(1) Enforce the Property Maintenance
Code contained in Chapter 67 of this Code

(2) Investigate complaints regarding and
enforce the terms of the Property Mainte-
nance Code.

(3) Issue notices and violations.
(4) Submit monthly reports to the Bor-

ough Council, through the Borough Ad-
ministrator, including, where applicable,
enforcement activities undertaken, inspec-
tions made, complaints received, disposi-
tions of complaints, and such other mat-
ters as the Borough Administrator or the
Governing Body may direct.

(5) Attend meetings of the Borough Coun-
cil where specifically requested.

B. The Property Maintenance Officer
shall be directly responsible to the Mayor
and Borough Council.

§ 5-51.20.3. Compensation of Prop-
erty Maintenance Officer.

The Mayor and Council shall fix the
compensation or salary of the Property
Maintenance Officer by ordinance.

§ 5-51.20.4. Offices not incompatible
with Property Maintenance Officer.

Nothing contained in this Code shall be
construed to prohibit the Property Mainte-
nance Officer from holding any other office
or position of the Borough of Garwood,
unless incompatible.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-26, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 28th, DAY OF NOVEMBER 2017,
and that Ordinance No. 17-26, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held in the Council Chambers of
the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 12th, DAY
OF DECEMBER 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $87.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

FIRST ADVERTISEMENT DATE:
November 30, 2017

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey, on November
28, 2017. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon,
at a meeting of the Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on December 12, 2017 at
7:15 P.M. During the week prior to and up
to and including the date of such meeting
copies of the full ordinance will be avail-
able, at no cost and during regular busi-
ness hours, at the Clerk’s office for the
members of the general public who shall
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 17-27

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF VARIOUS IM-
PROVEMENTS TO HARTMAN
PARK PLAYGROUND IN, BY
AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$160,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AP-
PROPRIATE A COUNTY
GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertaking of various im-
provements to Hartman Park Playground
in, by and for the Borough.

Appropriation:  $160,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $100,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $55,000
Section 20 Costs:  $17,000
Useful Life:  15 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $54.57

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/
QUALIFICATIONS

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
NJ 07016, at which time and place re-
sponses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

PLANNING SERVICES

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.  Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/30/17, The Leader Fee: $29.58

GARWOOD
Sunday, November 19, Joie A.

Tortorello, 27, of Garwood was ar-
rested for known warrants out of
Westfield totaling $1,505 after offic-
ers saw her walking on Cedar Street.
Tortorello was placed under arrest
and transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and
released pending court in Westfield.

Sunday, November 26, Kenneth
Taylor, 46, of Hialeah, Fla., was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) after a motor vehicle stop for
a prohibited right turn on red from
Center Street on to South Avenue.
During the stop the officers noticed a
strong odor of burnt marijuana ema-
nating from the vehicle. Police asked
for and received consent from the
operator, Taylor, to search the vehicle
and found a small amount of mari-
juana, described as less than 50 grams,
and a partially burnt marijuana ciga-
rette in the vehicle. According to po-
lice, Taylor admitted to possessing
the marijuana and was placed under
arrest. He was transported to police
headquarters, issued several sum-
monses and was released pending his
appearance in Municipal Court.

Monday, November 27, Richard S.
Hingel, 50, of Hoboken was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth for $100 after a motor vehicle
stop for failure to wear a seat belt.
The existence of the warrant was re-
vealed during the stop. Hingel was
placed under arrest and transported
to police headquarters, where he was
issued three motor vehicle summonses
and released on his own recognizance
pending court.

IN GRATITUDE...The Westfield Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) served dessert to veterans November 11 at the chapter’s
Veterans Day luncheon at the Westfield American Legion. The Westfield DAR
provides desserts on Veterans Day each year. Several DAR members were present
to serve the desserts, mingle and thank the honorees for their service. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Lisa Kane, chapter registrar; Barbara Benko, chapter
regent; Lorene Knierem, chapter vice regent; Gayle Lechner, Gwyn Nielsen,
Saxony Nielsen and Ann Horan. Program to Spotlight

Medicare, Drug Plans
SUMMIT — SHIP (State Health

Insurance Assistance Program) of
Union County will discuss Medicare
and prescription drug plan options
and answer questions during a free
presentation on Monday, December
4, from 1 to 2 p.m., at SAGE Eldercare.

SAGE Eldercare is located at 290
Broad Street, Summit. To register for
the program, call (908) 598-5548 or
e-mail education@sageeldercare.org.
To make an appointment with SHIP,
call (908) 273-6999.

Dr. Mirsky to Speak About
Anesthesiology at Luncheon
WESTFIELD — As part of the

Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Dr. Ken-
neth Mirsky will present a talk on the
history of anesthesiology on Decem-
ber 6. The event will begin at noon at
Echo Lake Country Club, located at
515 Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

The first and final quarter of Dr.
Mirsky’s career were spent as an as-
sistant professor of anesthesiology in
Newark, at University Hospital and
at what is now Rutgers-New Jersey
Medical School. The middle half of
his career was in private practice at
JFK Center in Edison, and after the
merger, at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

As a volunteer, he has been in-
volved with the New Jersey State
Society of Anesthesiologists, includ-
ing serving as president, and with the
American Society of Anesthesiolo-
gists, including serving on the board
of directors for 10 years. Since retir-
ing, Dr. Mirsky has volunteered to
provide anesthesia on surgical mis-
sions to Ghana in Africa.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
calling Mary at (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Friday, December 1. The
luncheon fee is $35 for Westfield
Historical Society members and $40
for non-members and includes a
three-course meal, coffee/tea and
gratuity. The luncheon fee may be
paid at the door. Westfield Histori-
cal Society memberships also will
be available at the luncheon.

More information on Westfield His-
torical Society programs can be found
at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org or by
liking the Historical Society on
Facebook.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

WESTFIELD MOVING SALE

766 CENTRAL AVENUE
FRI 12/1 & SAT 12/2

10am to 3pm
Furniture, Sofa, Chairs, Tables,
Dining Room, Curio, Beds,
Armoires, Rugs, Runners,
Linens, Clothing, Garden Tools,
Ladders, Grill, and more.

DovetailsUSA.com for pics

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Scotch Plains Library Offers
Homework Help Resource

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library of-
fers a homework-assistance re-
source for Scotch Plains
cardholders. Tutor.com provides
live, one-on-one homework help
with qualified tutors every day be-
tween 3 and 10 p.m. Students pre-
paring for the SAT, ACT, PSAT or
AP exams also will find practice

tests and study guides available at
any time.

For greater personalization and
to better accommodate auditory
learners, Tutor.com also has re-
cently added a voice chat option,
so that students can communicate
with their tutor via their computer’s
audio system or by calling a toll-
free number.

Tutor.com now additionally of-
fers a two-way interactive text edi-
tor and a two-way interactive graph-
ing calculator that allows students
and tutors to work together to com-
pose and edit text and construct
and graph complex math expres-
sions, respectively. They will be
able to see each other’s typing and
formatting in real time.

Finally, Tutor.com provides 12-
hour drop-off essay review and
drop-off math help with step-by-
step feedback.

For more information, go to
scotl ib.org,  e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.
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 DECEMBER 2017   WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm 

Closed December 23-25 for Christmas 
Closed December 31 for New Year’s Eve and 

January 1 for New Year’s Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  Check website for sign up information 

12/1  1:30 pm TGIF! Finding Neverland (video) 

12/7  7:00 pm Total Body Renew Yoga-Lorraine Harwelik 

12/8  1:30 pm TGIF!  Balanchine’s The Nutcracker (video) 

12/13  7:00 pm Flute & Guitar Duo-Live Music 
Marjorie Koharski & Keith Calmes 

12/14  7:00 pm Total Body Renew Yoga-Lorraine Harwelik 

12/15  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: Scrooge 

12/18 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Mia Madre   Italian    

12/1, 8, 15 10:00 am Play Group for Babies and Toddlers    
0-23 months. Caregiver stays with child 

12/1  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids. No age requirement. 
Players must know how to move pieces. 

12/2 10:00 am Paws to Read. Beginning readers read to 
library dogs in ten-minute sessions. 

12/5, 12, 19  9:45 am Move ‘n Groove Music and Movement  
2-5 years old with caregiver 

12/5  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club 5+years 
Caregivers stay in Library 

12/6, 13, 20 10:30 am It’s Movie Time. Animated versions of  
picture books. All ages - with caregiver. 

OUT OF SIGHT

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

in

ADVERTISE         REGULARLY

DON’T LET YOUR BUSINESS BE

OUT OF MIND

Cranford FMBA Establishes
Scholarship at UC College

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS...Cranford firefighters joined Union County College
(UCC) students for the check presentation to endow a new scholarship for
firefighters and their families at UCC.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Justice League
Oh Superman, Where Art Thou?

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Prior to becoming one special ef-
fects-crammed battle scene after the
next, director Zack Snyder’s Justice
League spends an inordinate amount
of time detailing the difficulties of
putting together the folks necessary
to saving the world. Mind you, I’m
not talking about the 20 or 30 influen-
tial U.S. senators and congress people
it would take to flip their brethren in
the noble pursuit of preserving
America’s currently endangered
democracy…though that’d be a real
good idea. Only the autocrats have
fun in an autocracy. But no, this is just
about superheroes.

All the same, this movie rendition
about that gang of DC Comics cru-
saders who attempt to solve their dif-
ferences for the greater good plays as
a one size fits all metaphor. Pick any
time in history when the greedy and
megalomaniacal threatened
humankind’s freedoms and wellbeing
and this will work. There’s even a no-
holds barred villain. No gray area
here, the vile scourge known as
Steppenwolf (no relation to either the
Hesse novel or the band) is the es-
sence of evil…a blustering, egotisti-
cal monster bent on some sort of self-
aggrandizing apocalypse.

The difference between this fic-
tional blackguard and our real-life
examples is that no one in the movie
is nutty enough to support
Steppenwolf…y’know, say how he’s
really maybe a nice guy. C’mon, let
him have his way and he’ll kill every-
one. Still, our modern, pop culture
versions of the Olympian Gods known
as superheroes have their disagreements
of style, purpose and overall zeitgeist,
which in itself can toss a monkey wrench
into the world saving business. But a
little bit of this soap opera stuff goes a
long way, and after a while we just wish
they’d get on with it.

I mean, there isn’t really a choice.
Either get together and defeat
Steppenwolf or that’s the ballgame.
Problem is, there isn’t much of a script
here. So the ceaseless bantering among
the potential Justice League members,
a repetitious series of chides and tongue-
in-cheek allusions to things only die-
hard aficionados of the culture will
grok, is just so much time-filling gobble-
dygook. In all fairness, though, even if
Batman, Wonder Woman, Aquaman,
The Flash and Cyborg mend fences,
there remains a major difficulty. Re-
member, Superman died last issue.

Now, I don’t mean to diminish the
other five. But hey, channeling your
childhood arguments about who was
more indomitable, Superman or
Batman (all the others occupied a
tacitly acknowledged third place), Su-
perman always won, except in the
opinion of that weird kid on the block
who was also a Cleveland Indians
fan. OK…so the guy from Smallville

has that Kryptonite issue. Otherwise,
it’s a no-brainer. In any case, way too
much of the story hinges on whether
or not Superman can do the Lazarus
thing.

While the group tries to sort these
matters out, Steppenwolf, in the mode
of tyrants real and imagined, delights
in detailing his perceived supremacy
almost as much as he enjoys wreak-
ing havoc. And, just as in real life, it
gets awfully tiring…not just because
braggadocio is unbecoming in civi-
lized society, but owing to the fact
that this demented screwball’s dia-
tribes are loonier than the self-con-
scious reasoning of an Ayn Rand char-
acter on crack. OK, we get it,
Steppenwolf. Never in the history of
the world has there been someone as
wicked as you.

Attempting to ameliorate the mal-
nourished plot, a brand name cast
stars as the title superheroes. Ben
Affleck remains acceptable as the
mouth-breathing, dark-voiced
Batman; stately Gal Gadot is force-
fully altruistic as Diane Prince/Won-
der Woman; Jason Momoa is aggres-
sively iconoclastic as Arthur Curry/
Aquaman; Henry Cavill is Clark Kent/
Superman, albeit little seen; Ray
Fisher is nifty as Victor Stone/Cy-
borg; and, adding some needed but
curiously hokey comic relief, Ezra
Miller is the neophytic Barry Allen/
The Flash.

While all these champions are good
at demonstrating their attributed spe-
cialties, the production into which
they’ve been plopped deters them
from their primary mission: skating
that fine line between fantasy and
doing what it takes to earn our sus-
pension of disbelief. Not unlike what’s
required if one is to enjoy profes-
sional wrestling, the performer must,
for the moment, convince us that he
or she is the real thing. Here, in all due
respect, the Justice League members
might as well be wearing really ex-
pensive Halloween costumes. I sud-
denly want a Butterfinger.

Pity is, Justice League does not
waft us away to that vicarious place
where truth, justice and the American
way prevail. Remember, it was a for-
eign threat to our democracy in the
1930s that prompted the nascence of
comic book superheroes… dime
novel purveyors of hope. Thus it only
makes sense that now, as our democ-
racy is trampled by domestic oppor-
tunists, arguably abetted by outside
malefactors, a reinvigoration of that
popular literature should artistically
symbolize the heroics we so need. As
it stands, both in fiction and reality,
we wait for Superman.

***
Justice League, rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by Zack
Snyder and stars Ben Affleck, Gal
Gadot and Ray Fisher. Running time:
120 minutes.

TOP SCORES...Eleven Westfield High School students achieved the highest score
possible on the SAT and ACT standardized tests according to recent reports
received from the companies whose tests are widely used for college admission
criteria. Westfield High School Principal, Derrick Nelson (far right), congratu-
lated the students on November 14 citing their outstanding achievement. Top
scorers include (first row left to right) Elisha Israel – Math 2;  Sarah Ward- Math
2; Abby Rothenberg – Math; Mary-Joy Sidhom – Math; and Julia Friss – ACT
English; and (second row left to right) Matthew Cafiero – Math; Colby Chen –
Math; Alex Pinkowski – Math 2; Stefan Sujanthakumar – Math 2; and Yallen Bai
– Math.

World Language Honor Soc.
Induction Held at SPFHS

COMMENDED STUDENTS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Principal
David Heisey announced that nine seniors have be named Commended Students
in the 2018 National Merit Scholarship Program. The following students have
demonstrated outstanding potential for academic success: Nirmit P. Damania,
Emily O. Gonyou, Nina I. Halberstadter, Scott Kaiser, Andew T. Kriney, Andrew
Lomuscio, Trent P. Paulovits, Kevin M. Rohman, and Karl B. Wirth.

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Firefighters Mutual Benevolent As-
sociation, Local 37 has established a
scholarship with the Union County
College Foundation. This newly en-
dowed scholarship will provide fi-
nancial support for a firefighter or
their family member to obtain their
associate degree at Union County
College. The Cranford Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association has
donated to the Foundation since 1997.

The first award from this scholar-
ship will be given one year after the
completion of the endowment, which
is scheduled for fall 2018. To qualify
for the scholarship, a Union student
must be taking a full or part-time
schedule of classes. They must be a
firefighter or a family member of
someone in the Fire Service, either
paid or volunteer. Cranford residents
will be given first preference; how-
ever, if there is no one to fulfill that
criteria, the scholarship will be open

to anyone in Union County that meets
the other requirements of the scholar-
ship.

Firefighters are vital to the safety
and well-being of the towns of Union
County. By establishing this scholar-
ship, the Foundation can distribute
funds to support the educational needs
of firefighters.

Union County College President
Margaret M. McMenamin said of the
scholarship, “The College is proud of
our firefighters and all they do to
serve and protect the citizens of our
local communities. We welcome
firefighters, and their families, as stu-
dents and are happy to have them
further their education at Union.”

For more information on how you
can support the Cranford Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association, Lo-
cal 37 Scholarship, please contact the
Union County College Foundation at
(908) 709-7505 or email
foundation@ucc.edu.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
On November 17 a total of 57 stu-
dents were inducted into their respec-
tive world language honor societies
during a ceremony replete with pomp
and circumstance at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).
Flag-bearing officers led their induct-
ees into the auditorium as cultural
music played.

Senior Ryan Midwinter, who served
as Master of Ceremonies, introduced
the various guest speakers of the
evening. Sophomore, Catherine
Buren, representing the Chinese pro-
gram, talked about the influences of
her initial introduction to the Chinese
language at a summer immersion pro-
gram and her subsequent studies at a
local Chinese school she attends on
the weekend.  Despite the difficulties
of learning written Chinese charac-
ters and tones of the spoken language,
Catherine spoke emphatically about
her passion for learning Chinese.

In her speech, Senior Nikita
Paranjape addressed her personal
journey with learning French over the
last five years. She spoke about her
initial fears of speaking the first time
she traveled to France and the feel-
ings of joy and giddiness when she
was complimented for speaking
French so well.  She concluded her
speech by saying, “Even if I may not
be French by birth, it’s in me now, and
it’s here to stay.”

Rachella Carlino shared her expe-
riences of traveling to Italy to meet
her cousins at a young age. In her
speech, she fondly recalled her time
spent as a child visiting her family in
Italy but her desire to return one day
being able to speak Italian.  Now, as a
junior in the Italian program, she feels
that her experiences in learning the
language have brought her closer to
her Italian roots. The last speaker of
the evening, Caroline English, a cur-
rent senior in the Spanish program at
SPFHS. As now a senior, Caroline
remembers her fourth-grade Spanish
class as being exuberant and ener-

getic and the impetus for learning the
language. Caroline spoke with pas-
sion about her current volunteer work
at El Centro Hispanoamericano work-
ing with young English language
learners.  She noted that through her
volunteer work she has simulta-
neously become a teacher and stu-
dent of the young children with whom
she works.

The World Language Honor Soci-
ety officers conducted the induction
ceremonies for each language entirely
in the target language. The officers
included: Amy Chen (Chinese), Sara
Miller, Brianna McGowen (French),
Olivia Barcia, Francesca Carlino (Ital-
ian), Caroline English and Nathaniel
Redmount (Spanish).

Chinese Honor Society Inductees
were: Gianna Calligy, Danielle
Glickstein, Grace Hollander, Ryan
Lee, Robert Leonardo, Taylor Phifer-
Fitch, Zander Reyes, Kathryn
Schauer, Max Seefeldt, Isaac Wong
and Jessica Yu.

Inducted into the French Honor
Society were: Amanda Ball, Freya
Natasha Buison, Tierra Buissereth,
Nicole Muenzen, Sophia Rosahl,
Shalini Shah, Emily Smulewitz,
Mikaela Tajo, Rachel Tang, Joseph
Varela, Talia Weinreb and Lucy Zhang.

Italian Honor Society Inductees
included Angela Arvizzigno, Sara
Barshap, Kara Bush, Rachella
Carlino, David Chango, Lauren
Daniele, Nina Daniele, Elizabeth
DePaola, Ashley Diamond, Christina
DiBella, Mary Fossaceca, Madison
Gal, Avery Greenberg, Rachella
Carlino, Ben Kuperschmid, Matthew
Lozito, Alessandra Makris, Matthew
Porchetta, Justin Rizzi, Eleanor Szelc,
Julia Verardi and Isabella Verga.

Inducted into the Spanish Honor
Society were Danielle Bowles, Ryan
Cleary, Michael Dieu, Sydney Evans,
Justin Giaimo, Sara Greene, Shane
Hernandez, Erin Hopkins, John
Kayser, Kayla Krutis, Dominick
Lamastra, Brent Mankin, Olivia
Speranza and Jacqueline Stovall.

Mother Seton HS
Scholarship Exam Set
CLARK – The scholarship exam

for the Mother Seton Regional High
School Class of 2022 will take place
on Saturday, December 9 at 8:30 a.m.
and on Wednesday, December 13 at
12 noon.

For more information, please visit
motherseton.org or call the Admis-
sions Office at (732) 382-1952.

Pingry School Invites Public
To Winter Festival Concert

BASKING RIDGE – The Pingry
School invites the public to attend the
school’s annual Winter Festival Con-
cert. It will take place on Thursday,
December 14 at 7 p.m. on the Bask-
ing Ridge Campus.

The Winter Festival is a wonderful
showcase of all of Pingry’s ensembles
from the lower, middle, and upper
schools, performing a variety of sea-
sonal music. These groups include
Orchestra, Wind Sinfonia, Handbells,
the Upper School Jazz Ensemble,

Choruses, and Upper School a
cappella groups.

Music will include “Al Hanissim,”
“Navidad Nuestra,” and selections
from “Messiah.”

Pingry’s Middle and Upper School
Campus is located at 131 Martinsville
Road, Basking Ridge, N.J. 07920,
and the concert will take place in
Hauser Auditorium. The event is free
and open to all. Also, save the date for
Pingry’s Spring Festival Concert on
Wednesday, May 9.
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A Part of Fellowship Senior Living

• FELLOWSHIP VILLAGE •

Newly available villa and 
duplex homes include:

Great living room
Beautiful full kitchen

Guest bedroom
Master bedroom suite

Den

Dining room
Garage

BROKERS
WELCOME
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             Located in Downtown Westfield

C O N D O M I N I U M  R E S I D E N C E S

Christmas Music Program Planned
At St. Michael in Cranford

LESSONS AND CAROLS...The Choir of St. Michael Church, Cranford, will present a concert at 4 p.m. on Sunday,
December 10, in Cranford.

Children’s Author to
Appear at Town Book
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store will host a return author visit
with Cynthia Dreeman Meyer, au-
thor of the children’s book “Gregory
the Spider: Romping through the
Year,” this Saturday, December 2,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield.

CRANFORD – The Music Pro-
gram at St. Michael Church,
Cranford, will present its 2017 con-
cert “Advent and Christmas Ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols” on Sun-
day, December 10, at 4 p.m., at 40
Alden Street, Cranford. The excel-
lent acoustics of the magnificent
church will ring with the choirs of
St. Michael and feature the brilliant
sound of the “Atlas Brass Quintet”
for an inspirational concert.

David Bower, director of music and
organist at the church, announced that
in addition to the quintet, the program
will feature the Adult, Handbell and
Youth Choirs of St. Michael together
with vocal soloists. The audience is
invited to join in singing familiar Ad-
vent and Christmas carols of the sea-
son along with organ, brass and choirs.

The 20-voice Youth Choir is a source
of pride for the music program.

“Atlas Brass” maintains an active
performance schedule and is com-
posed of all professional musicians
who teach and perform throughout
the tri-state area. Mr. Bower indi-
cated, “we are fortunate to have this
highly professional quintet, especially
at this season when they are in great
demand. Please join us in singing the
joyous music of the Advent and Christ-
mas season.”

Monsignor Timothy Shugrue,
pastor, and Parochial Vicars Rev-
erend Wilson Paculan, Reverend
Thomas Quinn and Deacon Rever-
end Sebastian Obando will lead the
Advent Biblical readings.

For more information, call Mr.
Bower at (908) 276-0360. A free-

will offering will be accepted to
support the music program.

23 Winter Concerts Planned
In Westfield Public Schools

WESTFIELD – A total of 23 win-
ter concerts will take place in the
Westfield Public Schools this sea-
son. The first one begins with Edison
Intermediate School’s band concert
on Tuesday, December 5 and will
conclude with the Westfield High
School Chorale of Love Songs on
Saturday, February 10. The entire
schedule is posted on the district’s
website www.westfieldnjk12.org
and appears below. Westfield se-
nior citizens are once again invited
to the final rehearsal of Westfield
High School’s Winter Choral Con-
cert on Wednesday, December 20,
in the high school’s auditorium, 550
Dorian Road, from 11:45 a.m. to
12:20 p.m. All concerts listed be-
low begin at 7 p.m., unless other-
wise noted.

Tuesday, December 5, Edison In-
termediate School Band at Westfield
High School (WHS).

Tuesday, December 5, Washing-
ton Band and Chorus.

Wednesday, December 6,
McKinley Fifth Grade Band and
Orchestra.

Wednesday, December 6,
Roosevelt Intermediate School
Band at WHS.

Thursday, December 7, Westfield
High School Band.

Wednesday, December 6,
Franklin, Tamaques, Washington
and Wilson Strings at WHS.

Tuesday, December 12, Edison
Intermediate School Orchestra at
WHS.

Tuesday, December 12, Franklin
Chorus.

Wednesday, December 13,
Jefferson Fifth Grade Band, Chorus
and Orchestra.

Wednesday, December 13,
McKinley Chorus.

Wednesday, December 13,
Roosevelt Intermediate School Or-

chestra at WHS.
Wednesday, December 13,

Tamaques Band and Chorus.
Thursday, December 14,

Westfield High School Orchestra.
Monday, December 18, Franklin

Advanced Band.
Tuesday, December 19, Edison In-

termediate School Chorus at WHS.
Tuesday, December 19, Wilson

Band and Chorus.
Wednesday, December 20,

Roosevelt Intermediate School Cho-

rus at WHS.
Wednesday, December 20, for Se-

nior Citizens 11:45 a.m. at WHS.
Thursday, December 21,

Westfield High School Chorus.
Wednesday, January 10, District

Band Night at WHS.
Thursday, January 11, District Or-

chestra Night at WHS.
Wednesday, January 17, District

Choral Night at WHS.
Saturday, February 10, WHS Cho-

rale Night of Love Songs.

FOR THE TROOPS...Franklin Elementary School students in Westfield are
following the school’s annual tradition of donating the bulk of their Halloween
candy collection to the military. On November 18, a truckload of approximately
400 pounds of candy was delivered to the American Legion, which will arrange for
final transport to the troops. Helping to fill the boxes are (kneeling, left to right):
Fabiana Ramirez and Graciela Goldman, and standing Quinten Mogila, Audrey
Dokko, Keira Bartlema, Ella Sumas, Brendan Leegan, Avery Hoffman, Madelyn
Parks, Blake Hanna, Jack Sherman, Brian Jordan, Jocelyn Ng, Jake Ebel, Grace
Moore, and Owen Cederqvist.  Franklin Principal Eileen Cambria, along with
Assistant Principal Paul Duncan, congratulated the entire school of first through
fifth graders for their contributions.
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ALLIEGRO 2 TDs; BARDEN INT FOR TD; ROONEY TD REC; MARTINI TD RUN; McDANIEL, DAYON INT

Blue Devil Footballers Feast on Cardinals on Turkey Day
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Three interceptions, five sacks
and numerous throws for losses
on the part of the Westfield High
School defense drastically turned
a slow offensive start into a 37-
7 rout in favor of the Blue Devils
at the Annual Thanksgiving Day
Classic football game with the
Plainfield Cardinals at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on Novem-
ber 23. The 10-0 Blue Devils
scored touchdowns on three run-

ning plays — two from sopho-
more running back Tim Alliegro
and one by sophomore Nick Mar-
tini, a seven-yard reception by
sophomore split end Griffin
Rooney and a 55-yard intercep-
tion by senior defensive back
Stevie Barden, and added a two-
point safety.

The Blue Devils’ “usual sus-
pects” senior linemen co-captain
Jake Vall-Llobera, Rory McGovern
and Joe SanGiacomo and junior
Noah Levy, along with senior line-
backers co-captains Shea Elliott
and Jacob Dayon, and Drew Ortiz

and sophomore Will Kessler were
plugging the holes, sacking the
Cardinal quarterback and throw-
ing running back Antwan Spen-
cer for losses resulting in just 10
positive yards rushing.

McGovern, who has been the
thick of the action all season,
said, “When we first started the
season, there were doubts. We
were just coming in, we lost
people last year and I would like
to personally thank coach [Matt]
Anzel. He really got all of us
going on D-line and Jake Vall-
Llobera was coming back. He
taught us something.”

McGovern was also quick to
point out the efforts of the line-
backers.

“The thing I learned through-

out the season is the linebackers
always got your back. They are
the safety nets. If you mess up,
they will be there to help you out.
That really brought us closer.
You got Drew with the big hits
then you got Dayon with the
interception,” he said.

The Blue Devils’ secondary of

Barden and co-captain Adam
McDaniel, and junior Jordan
Simpson with the help of unre-
lenting pressure from the defen-
sive line limited the passing game
to 53 yards before their reserves
came in late in the third quarter
and yielded an additional 97
yards.

“They are the reason we are
undefeated. I don’t think they
have let up more than 14 points
[in a game] this year and they
are really 100 percent for our
success,” Alliegro said of the de-
fense.

Senior receiver Jason Cassett
received a lot of playing time and
made good on it with four recep-
tions for 75 yards. One was a
short pass from sophomore quar-
terback Hank Shapiro that he

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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turned into a 56-yard sprint to
the Cardinal two, setting up the
Blue Devils’ second touchdown
two plays later when Alliegro
hooked in from the four with
2:19 left in the half.

“I’m [upset] I didn’t get into
the end zone but it happens I
guess. It was third down. I was
just thinking about getting a first
down and I saw an opening and
took off. Emmett Smith definitely
blocked my corner. Love that
kid. When I got up here, I slowed
down a little bit then I got caught,”
Cassett described.

Shapiro completed nine of 19
passes for 150 yards, which in-
cluded the seven-yard touchdown
strike to Rooney, who also had a
19-yard reception. Junior Tommy
Norris and sophomore Colin Freer
had receptions of 21 yards and
17 yards, respectively, and
Alliegro turned a screen pass
into an 11-yard gain.

Alliegro, who carried 11 times

for 45 yards, also added a one-
yard touchdown run. Senior
Juandre House carried nine times
for 56 yards and Nick Martini
carried 13 times for 39 yards,
including a one-yard touchdown
scoot for the final score late in
the fourth quarter.

McDaniels’ interception at the
Westfield four yard line prevented
a Plainfield score on their first
drive. The Blue Devils’ offense
went three-and-out on their first
series. The Cardinals chewed up
the remainder of the quarter then
failed on an attempted 20-yard
field goal on the first play of the
second.

A gang tackle, followed by
Dayon’s five-yard throw for a
loss and Vall-Llobera’s tipped
pass forced the Cardinals to punt
from near their end zone.
Westfield took over at midfield
and with the help of Alliegro’s
21-yard run and Rooney’s 17-
yard reception, the Blue Devils

scored on Alliegro’s untouched
one-yard run with 5:44 left in the
half. Senior Aidan Bolan kicked
the first of his five points after.

Alliegro was grateful for the

blocking he received.
“My brother [Fran — senior]

pulled around, the hole was open.
Drew Ortiz and Shea Elliott lead-
ing blocking. I could have walked

into the end zone. It was wide
open,” Alliegro explained.

Less than three minutes into
the third quarter, the Blue Devils
increased their lead to 21-0 when
Shapiro hit Rooney near the right
pylon for the seven-yard touch-
down. Vall-Llobera’s five-yard
sack and an eight-yard sack by
the trio of SanGiacomo, Levy and
Vall-Llobera forced another
Plainfield punt. The snap was
bad and punter Allen Boone pur-
posely booted the ball toward
the end zone. Dayon made a
valiant attempt to keep it in but
it rolled out of bounds for a safety.

Late in the quarter, Barden
picked off a pass, shed a tackler
and sprinted down the right side-
line for the 55-yard touchdown.

“Once again they threw it up
there. I baited them to throw it to
make sure he threw it to the right
person that I was guarding. I
came up with the pick. He held

Blue Devils Feast on Plainfield Cardinals at Annual Thanksgiving Day Grid Classic, 37-7

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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onto my leg a little bit but my
man Jake Dayon came on and
held him down for me, so I could
get loose and I scored,” Barden
explained.

Barden also had help when he
scooted down the right sideline
and into the end zone.

“It’s fun! It’s nice to have a
bunch of seniors to block for you
and you have enough time to get
to the end zone. It’s nice to have
a team that wants to make sure
you get to the end zone,” Barden
expressed.

Working against the Blue Dev-
ils’ subs, Spencer scored the Car-
dinals’ only touchdown on a three-
yard run with 10 seconds left in
the third quarter. Midway through
the fourth quarter, Martini added
his one-yard touchdown run.

For the seniors, it would be the
last time competing at Kehler
Stadium.

“It’s weird! I’ve always kind of
known this field from PAL and

Blue Devils Feast on Plainfield Cardinals at Annual Thanksgiving Day Grid Classic, 37-7
things like that. I’m going to miss
it but I think it’s a good way to go
out for the last three varsity sea-
sons that we haven’t lost on this
field. I’m content with it,”
McGovern said.

“I have been playing here since
I was little, ever since I was in
third grade. Being able to come
here and watch other guys like
Dylan Elliott, Eugene [Rawles],
all those big guys. Now I am
making big time plays like they
were doing, so it’s nice,” Barden
said. “We had some great memo-
ries on this field. We expect to
keep those memories in our head
and move on to MetLife. Keep
the train rolling.”

“I feel great about today. We
were out here catching doves.
That’s what I love. We are going
to MetLife. That’s all I really

wanted,” Cassett expressed.
“Obviously my brother is a se-

nior and my left guard, so he’s
friends with all of them and my
bond is with them this year. I am

glad to call the captains, the
seniors friends. It’s something
good,” Alliegro expressed.

“I feel great. I get to come
home with my family do some

turkey,” Cassett added.
Next, the Blue Devils will face

Bridgewater-Raritan for the
Group 5 crown at MetLife to-
night, November 30, at 8 p.m.

“Kind of unreal right now! I feel
like it won’t hit me until I step on
that field but it’s a crazy thought
being able to play there,”
McGovern expressed.
Plainfield   0   0   7   0 7
Westfield   0 14 16   7 37

Probitas Verus Honos
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Blue Devils Feast on Plainfield Cardinals at Annual Thanksgiving Day Grid Classic, 37-7
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Blue Devils Feast on Cardinals at Turkey Day Grid Classic, 37-7 – photos by Charles Mulrooney
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Cranford Cougar Soccer Boys Captured Union County Mountain Division Crown
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Cranford Cougar Soccer Boys Captured Union County Mountain Division Crown
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** Westfield Blue Devils’ Stingy Defense Leads to 17-1-3 Boys Soccer Season **
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Neighboring Residents Concerned
With Birchwood Flooding, Buffer

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — After hearing the
formal presentation of the rede-
velopment plan for 215-235
Birchwood Avenue by Planner
Mike Mistretta of Harbor Con-
sultants at Tuesday’s township
committee meeting, residents
asked the committee to consider
deepening the vegetation buffer
between homes on Wadsworth
Terrace and the rear of a building
planned for the new develop-
ment, as well as to consider the
impact of flooding that would
occur as a result of the develop-
ment.

The township committee
adopted an ordinance for a rede-
velopment plan for 215-235
Birchwood Avenue that estab-
lishes the land as a non-condem-

nation area in need of redevelop-
ment. The property is being con-
verted from an office use to a
residential use. The plan pre-
sented depicted three, four-story
apartment buildings with 225
units, including parking on the
ground level of each building.

At the rear of the property, Mr.
Mistretta said, a 150-foot buffer
of current vegetation will remain
on the property. Residents of
Wadsworth Terrace asked to
deepen the buffer, and asked
why it is not 175 feet as proposed
by a previous plan by former
developer Cranford Development
Associates.

“Why not move it up, because
every foot we gain reduces the
impact on residents,” said resi-
dent Joe LoGuidice of Wadsworth
Terrace.

In response, Commissioner Ann

Dooley said by pushing the build-
ings away from the rear lot line,
the residents who would be liv-
ing in the new development would
be closer to the street on
Birchwood Avenue. “You could
be impacting the quality of life of
those people facing Birchwood,
too,” Commissioner Dooley said.

“As a longtime resident...I
would like to think our concerns
should be put [ahead of] the
aesthetics of people that aren’t
residents of a building that hasn’t
been built yet,” resident Mark
Smith of Wadsworth Terrace said.

“We will be staring at this as we
look out our windows,” said
Wadsworth Terrace resident Brad
LaForte, who also asked that the
buffer be increased.

Flooding in the area also is a
concern. Wadsworth Terrace resi-
dents have experienced flooding
when there was none previously
since the neighboring nursing
home had built an addition about
20 years ago, Mr. Smith said. He
had concerns about how the new
development would further in-
crease flooding for the area. The
property along Birchwood Av-
enue lies in a flood zone.

“Is the town council willing to
set aside a fund for residents if
indeed flooding does increase?”
Mr. Smith asked.

Rita LaBrutto of Arlington Road
had asked about the terms of the
agreement between the town-
ship and the developer,
Birchwood Developers Associates
LLC. Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. said a Payment in Lieu of
Taxes (PILOT) is on the table and
is “going to be decided at the
next juncture.” The town would
collect less in taxes over the
years, Ms. Dooley confirmed,
should there be a PILOT.

Retirements Announced By
Cranford Twp. Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee said Monday at its
workshop meeting that it is seek-
ing Community Development
Block Grant funds for the fiscal
year 2018-2019. The township is
requesting $8,400 for the Senior
Citizen Nutrition Program;
$100,000 for the Handicap Ramp
Replacement Program; $54,218
for the Senior Citizen Social Ser-
vices Program; and $14,558 for
the Senior Citizen Handyman Pro-
gram.

The Christmas lights that have
adorned the train trestle will not
be displayed this year because
NJ Transit has asked the town-
ship to pay a $2,500 fee to do so.

The committee agreed to not
pay the fee and officials will dis-
cuss how they may be able to
hang the lights without using NJ
Transit property during the
Christmas season in years to
come.

Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin an-
nounced that John Malar is retir-
ing as director of the township
library. Kenilworth Public Library
Director Michael Maziekien was
selected as Mr. Malar’s replace-
ment. Also, the library is to re-
quest a bond, now that the refer-
endum in the state election has
been passed by voters that will
allow libraries to request money
for improvements to their facili-
ties.

Kathleen Miller Prunty is retir-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A HOLIDAY TRADITION...Downtown Cranford horse and buggy rides and
other holiday activities were held the day after Thanksgiving on Friday. The
events were sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of Commerce.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HERE WE GO A CAROLING… The Cranford High School Madrigal Choir,
under the direction of Meghan Magnus, entertains the hundreds of family
members at Cranford’s Tree Lighting and celebration of the arrival of Santa last
Friday night. The mayor and the president of the Chamber of Commerce in
Cranford thanked the Jaycees, TV 35, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts as well as
the police and fire departments for coming together to supply support, hot
chocolate and cookies.
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Resident Kathy Allegro asked
the committee’s rationale for of-
fering a PILOT.

Mayor Hannen said the town-
ship would not be getting the
same sale price if the PILOT was
not part of the deal.

After passing the ordinance,
the committee voted on resolu-
tions.

The resolution for salary step
progression was approved 4 to
1. Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin
voted against the salary step
progression. Commissioner
Dooley, while voting in favor of
the resolution, commented that
she is not in favor of step pro-
gressions. Cost of Living Adjust-
ments (COLA) were approved for
Township Administrator Terence
Wall, who was approved for a
salary of $167,595, and Regis-
tered Environmental Health Spe-
cialist Monika Koscova-Jencik,
who was approved a salary of
$75,949. Executive Secretary
Carol Cole was approved a range
12 salary of $66,354; Executive
Secretary Melissa Marotta was
approved a range 12 salary of
$61,439, and Assistant Financial
Officer Catherine Cook was ap-
proved a range 11 salary of
$63,890.

A 3-to-2 vote passed a resolu-
tion authorizing terminal pay,
which is due to an employee for
leave not taken, for former Town-
ship Clerk Tara Rowley. Com-
missioners Dooley and Giblin
voted against the resolution. Ms.
Rowley resigned to take the town
clerk’s position with Westfield.
The terminal pay was for about
$10,000.

The committee approved a sal-
ary increase for Suzanne Welsh,
the office assistant within the
township clerk’s office, with a
salary set at $45,545.

Affordable housing counsel Jef-
frey Surenian’s contract was
amended by resolution for an
additional amount not to exceed

$25,000. The contract had been
amended in April for $5,000, July
for $20,000 and September for
$60,000.

The township was awarded a
$60,000 Union County Kids Rec-
reation Grant for 2017, as well as
a $4,500 for the 2017 county’s
Greening Grant program.

The Department of Public Works
was approved to purchase a new
snow blower.

During public comments, resi-
dent Ms. LaBrutto said she was
not in support of the Downtown
Management Corporation’s
(DMC) strategic plan that would
permit a fourth floor in the down-
town. “I cannot reconcile fourth
floors with quaint (Cranford),”
Ms. LaBrutto said. “Cranford is
not Hoboken, even though some
people on the DMC think we will
be the next Hoboken.” She went
on to say members of the DMC
board had been approved zon-
ing applications that allowed for
high-density projects.

“I hope that we are not doing
this to basically satisfy our (af-
fordable) housing obligation and
use it as an excuse to merit the
fourth floor,” Ms. LaBrutto said
of the strategic plan. She sug-
gested the township seek af-
fordable-housing credits through
special-needs housing. “There
is a need for it in the
community...you have the
chance to do good with this,”
she said.

The township is to set a new
date with the court to hear how
Cranford plans to satisfy its af-
fordable-housing obligation,
Mayor Hannen told The Westfield
Leader. Some of the affordable
housing that the township is ob-
ligated to provide would be in-
cluded on North Avenue in the
downtown, he said.

Sarno, Cuccaro Rip Todisco,
Blumenstock Over Mailing

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Republican Coun-
cil members Joseph Sarno and
Ileen Cuccaro, at Tuesday’s bor-
ough council meeting, criticized
Democrats, Council President
Sara Todisco’s and Councilwoman
Jen Blumenstock’s recent flyer
updating residents on the South
Avenue redevelopment plan. The
South Avenue II redevelopment
site plan will be discussed at 7
p.m. on Tuesday, December 5,
at the Lincoln School with Russo
Development, the developer,
taking public commentary.

At the meeting, council mem-
bers and their legal representa-
tives had differing opinions on
whether the flyer indicates site-
plan specifics are finalized or if
and to what degree Russo and
the borough are still negotiating.
The one-page flyer invited resi-
dents to the December 5 public
meeting while providing back-
ground information on why the
redevelopment came about per
court statutes. The flyer provided
two possible development real-
ties.

“There are two options avail-
able and we want to know what
you think. Our job as council
members is to weigh the pros
and cons of each option, which
includes understanding your per-
spective,” according to the flyer.

The first option is 52 townhomes
with 26 two-bedroom units and
26 three-bedroom units. Borough
residents would pay for sewer,
garbage and snow-plowing ex-
penses. Eighteen additional park-
ing spots would be set aside for
municipal parking (27 total spots
including already owned existing
ones by the Garwood Fire De-
partment).

The second proposed option is
73 total rental units with seven
studio apartments, 39 one-bed-
room units, 19 two-bedroom
units and eight three-bedroom
units. The rental units would in-
clude the developer paying for
sewer, garbage and snow-plow-
ing expenses. The building lay-
out would be a one-building struc-
ture (e-shape) with 23 additional
(32 total) municipal parking
spots.

Ms. Cuccaro said the flyer be-
ing distributed was politically mo-
tivated.

Mr. Sarno, Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock are all on a plan-
ning board and council joint com-
mittee overseeing the South Av-
enue II redevelopment specifics.

Ms. Cuccaro said that Ms.

Todisco “does this all the time,”
referring to Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock allegedly excluding
Mr. Sarno from voicing an opin-
ion or “having control” in nego-
tiations with Russo on the joint
committee.

“It’s a bit unfair to go out on
your own to do this when you’re
the only ones with the informa-
tion,” said Mr. Sarno to Ms.
Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock.

Ms. Cuccaro said she dislikes
the fact two council members
can take it upon themselves to
inform the public without notify-
ing other council members first.

The flyer was paid for by Ms.
Todisco and Ms. Blumenstock.

“I am not going to apologize for
informing the public on an im-

ing as the director of the Office of
Business and Economic Devel-
opment, also known as the Down-
town Management Corporation,
effective February 2018, after
serving 20 years, Mr. Giblin said.
The township department is
“charged with economic revital-
ization and marketing for the
Special Improvement District,”
according to its webpage. Ms.
Prunty in 2004 won the Eco-
nomic Development Director of
the Year award at the 25th An-
nual Mayors Dinner of the Gate-
way Regional Chamber of Com-
merce.

Commissioner Ann Dooley sug-
gested changing the start time of
the committee’s official meet-
ings, held typically on Tuesdays,
to half an hour earlier, at 7:30
p.m., and the conference ses-
sion at 7 p.m.

Bond counsel for the township,
Steve Rogut and Warren Korecky,
recommended to the township
to permanently bond a note due
to favorable lending rates. The
township committee is to vote at
its Tuesday, December 19 meet-
ing. The present debt service is
$4.8 million, and would be ex-
pected to drop to $4.3 million,
Mr. Korecky said.

The township also has some
$18 million in bond anticipation
notes, not including the some
$18 million borrowed to pay for
the purchase of 215-235
Birchwood Avenue, Mr. Korecky
said.

“This was part of our multi-year
plan,” Commissioner Andis
Kalnins said.

The committee also met in
closed session to discuss per-
sonnel matters.

Concern with Birchwood Flooding

CF Twp. Retirements Announced

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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AP Scholars, Spring Athletes
Are Recognized by BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation commended AP Scholars
and Spring athletes at its regular
monthly board meeting Monday
for their demonstrated excellence
in various areas.

Cranford High School (CHS)
Spring athletes who played base-
ball, lacrosse and softball were
acknowledged by CHS Principal
Mark Cantagallo and the board
for their accomplishments dur-
ing this past Spring season.

Additionally, Mr. Cantagallo and
the board recognized the many
successes of CHS Advanced
Placement (AP) Scholars. Fifty-
eight CHS students were recog-
nized as AP Scholars, 24 CHS
students were named as AP
Scholars with Honor, 62 CHS stu-
dents were acknowledged as AP
Scholars with Distinction and one
CHS student, Meg Cui, was com-

mended as a National AP Scholar.
Mr. Cantagallo commented that

being recognized as a National AP
Scholar “is the greatest academic
achievement” a student can at-
tain on the high-school level.

Maria Polyviou, an art teacher
at Lincoln Elementary School, was
acknowledged by Lincoln School
Principal Dennis McCaffery and
the board for her accomplish-
ments related to the 10th Annual
Scarecrow Stroll. Lincoln School,
led by Ms. Polyviou, has won the
school category for the scare-
crow contest six years in a row.

Mr. McCaffery told the board he
had “nothing to do with” the suc-
cess for Lincoln School in the Scare-
crow Stroll and gave all credit to
Ms. Polyviou, commenting that
“she’s just an awesome teacher.”

In other board business, a new
Strategic Plan is being devel-
oped over the course of the school
year. Brian Chinni, Chief Execu-

portant issue,” Ms. Blumenstock
responded.

Mr. Sarno said it was “naïve”
for Ms. Todisco and Ms.
Blumenstock to release negotia-
tion information before it is fin-
ished.

The flyer is “jeopardizing” the
borough’s ability to negotiate
further, Mr. Sarno said.

“You just compromised us with
the developer. The borough was
put in a completely bad position.
We don’t have a (finalized South
Avenue II) financial agreement,”
Mr. Sarno continued.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
said he does not see anything
illegal with council members uti-
lizing their own dollars to inform
the public.

The borough’s redevelopment
legal representative, William
Northgrave, said the flyer, “does
not cement our feet (with what is
proposed currently on paper).”

“It could get different more of
this and less of that,” said Mr.
Northgrave, in describing the
common give and take in nego-
tiations. Mr. Northgrave said how
it is hard to sum up the flyer
specifics as a win or loss for the
borough because the finalized
agreement will be judged by dif-
fering value systems of those
reviewing it.

“There is a town hall meeting
next week. This is a way to get
the word out. The details with
pictures will be announced at the
meeting (Russo presentation),”
Ms. Blumenstock said.

In other business, the council
approved a resolution enabling
the borough to apply for Union
County matching grants to fund
the revitalization of Hartman Park.
The borough received only one
bid or theoretical price quotes for
various equipment and designs.
The grant sum is for $160,000.

Mayor Charles Lombardo said
the park has not been revitalized
with new playground equipment

in more than 30 years.
Councilman Marc Lazarow said

the new equipment proposed for
the park is compliant with the
Americans With Disabilities Act,
while the current equipment is
not.

“As a committee we are apply-
ing for grants. We are being con-
scientious of how much we are
spending. This is inclusive and a
big deal for special-needs chil-
dren,” Mr. Lazarow said.

Both Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno
voted no on approving the reso-
lution.

“I am a firm believer of getting
more than one estimate. A sec-
tion (borough population) does
not use it (the park) at all,” Ms.
Cuccaro said.

Mr. Sarno said he was not aware
if what was shown in composites
has been priced into the cost of
the park’s revitalization plan. He
said he would like to have further
investigations completed to see
if the current equipment is a
liability to park users.

Mayor Lombardo stated that he
will have a Union County park
safety inspector review the con-
dition of the equipment for Mr.
Sarno.

“The borough has $3.8 million
of debt and this is authorizing
more borrowing,” said Mr. Sarno,
who stated that the state allows
municipalities to borrow them-
selves into financial pitfalls. Mr.
Sarno said the borough’s debt-

to-taxation capacity being 49
percent is something he plans to
address in the 2018 fiscal year.

Ms. Todisco said the borough
has borrowed one-seventh of the
maximum the state allows.

“You can get 12 quotes. Hire
whoever you want. I’m flabber-
gasted how (council members
Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno) do
not just sign the grant. It’s ac-
cepting the money. You’re vot-
ing no to the children of the
borough,” former councilman Bill
Nierstedt said.

Ms. Cuccaro responded, “We
should cut money back some-
where else. What should we cut?
It (average increases in munici-
pal portion of residents’ property
taxes) is $2,000 in seven years.”
The park plan would add $70 to
the average tax bill.

The council approved the hiring
of Frank Pizzi III as a full-time
laborer for the Department of
Public Works (DPW).

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro both
voted no on the hiring.

“I am not hiring an eighth guy
(in public works). It’s that
simple,” said Mr. Sarno in stating
that studies have not been com-
pleted detailing a need for more
DPW workers.

“(I’m) disappointed for the lack
of support of DPW. That’s what I
see this as,” Ms. Blumenstock said.

Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro also
opposed rehiring Mr. Northgrave
as the borough’s redevelopment
legal representative. Mr.
Northgrave was approved in a
council vote to continue in that
role.

“This guy represented Russo
before,” said Mr. Sarno before
correcting himself and admitting
Mr. Northgrave sat across the
table from Mr. Russo in negotia-
tions with his previous clients.

“I worked with Russo before. I
sat across the table. I told you
this when you hired me,” Mr.
Northgrave responded.

GW’s Sarno, Cuccaro Rip Todisco, Blumenstock
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 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A CRANFORD TRADITION...These youngsters help decorate the Cranford Christ-
mas tree before Friday’s Cranford Christmas tree-lighting ceremony that night.
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John Malar Retiring
As Cranford Lib. Director

CRANFORD — Cranford Public
Library Director John Malar will
retire at the end of December
after 29 years of service to the
library.

Mr. Malar began his tenure as a
reference librarian in 1989 and
was promoted to director in 1992.
Commenting on his time at the
library, Mr. Malar said, “I couldn’t
have been more fortunate than
to wind up working at the
Cranford Public Library. It has
been a great place to work and
there are so many people I would
like to thank for helping to make
the library such a valuable asset
to the community...”

“I couldn’t have been more for-
tunate than to wind up working
at the Cranford Public Library. It
has been a great place to work
and there are so many people I
would like to thank for helping to
make the library such a valuable
asset to the community. Many,
many thanks to the dedicated
staff members I have worked
with over the years, the many
library Trustees who have served
so ably and so conscientiously,
my colleagues in the New Jersey
library community,who have
been the source of much wise
counsel, and the Cranford Town-
ship administration for its stead-
fast support.

“Also, many thanks to the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library, who
have been instrumental in helping
the library succeed in its mission.
But, first and foremost, thank you
to the thousands of patrons of all
ages who have borrowed more
than six million items from the
library and have taken advantage
of the library’s programs and ser-
vices during my tenure. Your pa-
tronage is a testament to the value
of public libraries everywhere,”
Mr. Malar said.

Kenilworth Library Director
Michael Maziekien will assume
the position of director of the

Cranford Library in January. Be-
fore assuming his post at
Kenilworth four years ago, Mr.
Maziekien was an adult services
librarian at the Riverdale and
Nutley public libraries, and head
of reference and information
technology at the Rockaway
Township Public Library. He cur-
rently is president of the New
Jersey Library Association.

Speaking of his move to
Cranford, Mr. Maziekien noted,
“I’m excited to be working along-
side the library board, staff and
Friends to continue the tradition
of excellent service in Cranford.”

There will be a farewell recep-
tion for Mr. Malar at the Cranford
Library on Saturday, December
9, from 2 to 4 p.m., in the Raddin
Room. All are welcome.

Library Invites Families To
Sensory, Music Programs

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, has announced
the dates for two upcoming pro-
grams for youngsters.

The library will continue its Sen-
sory Library Time from 6 to 8 p.m.
on Fridays, December 8, January
12 and February 9. This after-
hours program was created for
children with autism and their
families. Families will enjoy brows-
ing the collection in a space that
minimizes unnecessary stimula-
tion while connecting with each
other. Towards the end of this
activity, there will be two ses-
sions of a small group program.

Tickets for small group pro-
grams, one at 6:30 p.m. and
another at 7 p.m., will be given
out on a first-come, first-served
basis beginning at 6 p.m. on the
day of the program.

On Saturday, December 9, the

library will host a special perfor-
mance by Touch the Music for
children ages 3 to 12. Touch the
Music is a program that gives
children an opportunity to touch
and explore real orchestral in-
struments.

Attendees will learn the story
behind Tchaikovsky’s famous
suite, hear the different instru-
ments featured and try their hand
at creating music of their own. The
program will be held at 2 p.m. at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

This free program is made pos-
sible by the support of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Registration is not required, but
participants are asked to arrive
on time, as latecomers are not
guaranteed admittance. For a
list of other upcoming programs,
visit the library Web page at
cranfordlibrary.org.

LEAVES AND LAUGHTER...The Garwood Family Center YMCA provides
full-day and half-day early learning programs for 2½-year-olds through preschoolers
as well as before- and after-school experiences for Garwood students in kindergar-
ten to grade 5. Among the many activities are sports, recreation, arts and crafts and
homework time. A healthy snack is provided and the Healthy U program is
incorporated into the curriculum. To learn more, contact Director Shannon
McGillis Jackson at (908) 301-1616 or smcgillis@westfieldynj.org. Financial
assistance is available for those who qualify. Pictured, youngsters in the after-
school program enjoy playing in the fall leaves.

tive Officer and founder of The
Madison Institute (TMI), gave the
board a presentation explaining
the process. Mr. Chinni described
strategic planning as “a thought-
ful and deliberate process that
yields an informed, measurable
and manageable organizational
blueprint, representative of the
collective voices and vision of
the school community...all for
the benefit of student safety,
learning and achievement.”

Mr. Chinni outlined a plan for
the development of a new Stra-
tegic Plan for the district, begin-
ning with a pre-planning stage,
which currently is going on, with
a planned outcome of having a
final logistical plan.

In the months to come, there will
be data collection and analysis,
informing the community, inviting
the community to participate, plan-
ning meetings and work sessions.
From there feedback and board of
education approval will be sought.
There will be an action plan devel-
opment and the overall outcome,
a five-year blueprint, is set to be
finished sometime in July.

The board accepted a $2,000
donation from the Jaycees Foun-
dation Inc. to be used for the
purchase of swimming blocks for
the Cranford High School Ath-
letic Department. Board mem-
ber William Hulse thanked the
Jaycees and commented that
they “are always helping us out.”

The next board meeting will be
held on Monday, December 11.

AP Scholars, Athletes
Recognized by BOE
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Temple Schedules
Events For Families

CRANFORD — Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim, located at 338
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, will
hold its first Special Needs
Shabbat on Friday, December
1, at 6 p.m. All are welcome,
and the service will be geared
toward children ages 2 to 5 and
their families. For more infor-
mation, contact Rabbi Neil Tow
at rabbin@tbemc.org or at
(908) 276-2931.
A second program, entitled “Ba-
gels and Babies,” will be held at
the temple this Sunday, Decem-
ber 3, from 10 a.m. to noon. The
temple will provide the bagels
while the babies play and par-
ents socialize. Cantor Frank
Lanzkron-Tamarazo leads music
and songs from 10:30 to 11:15
a.m. This will be a free, monthly
event. If possible, RSVP to
beccareissman@gmail.com.
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We Will Not Risk Financial Health
Of Garwood By Costly Lawsuits

As members of the Council/
Planning Board Sub-Committee,
we recently dropped a letter to
all the homes in Garwood to seek
the input of the residents on
what the final product of the
South Avenue II redevelopment
area will consist of. We encour-
age everyone to attend the town
hall meeting on Tuesday, De-
cember 5 at 7 p.m. at Lincoln
School to hear about the two
possible plans from the devel-
oper himself and ask your ques-
tions.

If you did not receive a copy of
our letter that provided a side-
by-side comparison of key points
of each plan, you can check it out
on the “Garwood Democrats”
Facebook page or call/email us:
Sara Todisco –
stodisco@garwood.org, (908)
377-7890; Jen Blumenstock,
jblumenstock@garwood.org,
908-337-7726.

While delivering the letter, one
resident expressed that Garwood
should “stop growing,” and we
completely understand. We share
that frustration. Unfortunately,
the reality is that the NJ Superior
Court has ordered us to formally
adopt a redevelopment plan on
this site by the end of December
in order to meet our affordable

housing mandate. Should we not
comply, Garwood would lose
immunity and be left vulnerable
to builder’s remedy lawsuits,
which have plagued our neigh-
boring communities. We will not
risk the financial health of
Garwood by leaving us open to
these costly and unwinnable law-
suits; it is our hope that we will
all be able to come to an agree-
ment by then.

We heard you last year when
you expressed concerns with the
number of rentals being con-
structed, so we fought for town
homes, likely for sale, on the
South Avenue II property. How-
ever, the reality is that with these
52 town homes, come 26 total
three-bedroom units. This could
have a large financial impact on
the town and schools. So we
negotiated a second plan — this
time of rentals (73 total), but
with lower bedroom units,
thereby limiting some of impact
on the town.

After a long negotiation period,
these two plans are currently
under consideration and we want
to know what you think. There
are pros and cons to both, as
there are with all redevelopment
plans, but we are committed to
getting the best deal possible.
Our job as council members is to
weigh the pros and cons, but to
also hear what you, the residents
of Garwood, have to say. So
please call or email us to let us
know what you think.

We are committed to improv-
ing communications with the resi-
dents about Garwood’s redevel-
opment and look forward to
speaking with you and hearing
your thoughts.

Sara Todisco, Council President
Jen Blumenstock, Councilwoman

Local Letters to the Editor
GARWOOD

Sunday, November 19, Joie A.
Tortorello, 27, of Garwood was
arrested for known warrants out
of Westfield totaling $1,505 af-
ter officers saw her walking on
Cedar Street. Tortorello was
placed under arrest and trans-
ported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and
released pending court in
Westfield.

Sunday, November 26, Ken-
neth Taylor, 46, of Hialeah, Fla.,
was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance (CDS) after a
motor vehicle stop for a prohib-
ited right turn on red from Cen-
ter Street on to South Avenue.
During the stop the officers no-
ticed a strong odor of burnt
marijuana emanating from the
vehicle. Police asked for and re-
ceived consent from the opera-
tor, Taylor, to search the vehicle
and found a small amount of
marijuana, described as less
than 50 grams, and a partially
burnt marijuana cigarette in the
vehicle. According to police, Tay-
lor admitted to possessing the
marijuana and was placed un-
der arrest. He was transported
to police headquarters, issued
several summonses and was
released pending his appearance
in Municipal Court.

Monday, November 27, Rich-
ard S. Hingel, 50, of Hoboken
was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Elizabeth for $100
after a motor vehicle stop for
failure to wear a seat belt. The
existence of the warrant was re-
vealed during the stop. Hingel
was placed under arrest and
transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was issued three
motor vehicle summonses and
released on his own recognizance
pending court.

Wednesday Morning Club
Reveals December Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club has announced its
schedule of events for the month
of December, commencing with
the club’s holiday luncheon on
Wednesday, December 6, at
12:30 p.m. It will take place at
Giovanna’s Restaurant, located
at 1462 South Avenue, Plain-
field, with The Madrigal Singers
providing entertainment. The
Madrigal Singers are a choral
group of young men and young
women from Cranford High
School who perform classic songs
without instrumental accompa-
niment. For reservations, con-
tact Jane Reilly.

There will be no board meeting
or general business meeting in
December.

The club’s Christmas party will
be held on Tuesday, December
12, at the home of Marie
Mastorakis. Attendees will share
stories and poems related to the
holidays. Members are asked to
bring sandwiches to share and to
gather at 12:30 p.m.

The club’s Arts and Crafts De-
partment will sponsor a visit to
the Oswald Nitschke House on
Tuesday, December 19. This his-
toric house is located at 3 South
24th Street, Kenilworth. Partici-
pants will gather at 10 a.m. at
the house for a guided tour. For
more information about the trip
or to arrange to carpool, call
Joan Davis.

The first board meeting of the

Jewelry Sale This Saturday
To Help Feed the Poor

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church will host a charity
jewelry sale this Saturday, De-
cember 2, from 8:30 a.m. to noon.
It will take place in Witherington
Hall at Trinity Church, located at
119 Forest Avenue, Cranford.

“Proceeds from the sale will ben-
efit Food For The Poor that helps
the poor in Latin America and the
Caribbean,” said the Reverend
Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-
Charge.

“So far in 2017, Food For The
Poor has provided over 520 mil-
lion meals to people in need. We
hope everyone will join Trinity
supporting such important life-
saving work,” Reverend Kruger
continued. For more information,
call (908) 276-4047.

Food For The Poor began in 1982
in Jamaica. Today, it is an interde-
nominational Christian ministry
serving the poor in 17 countries
throughout the Caribbean and Latin

America. Thanks to faithful do-
nors, it is able to provide food,
housing, health care, education,
fresh water, emergency relief, mi-
cro-enterprise solutions and much
more. More than 95 percent of all
donations go directly to programs
that help the poor.

Food For The Poor strives to
reflect God’s unconditional love
by keeping Christ’s command to
serve the “least of these” on Earth.
For more information about Food
For The Poor, visit
foodforthepoor.org/.

The Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-4047
or visit trinitycranford.org/

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN
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new year will take place at 10
a.m. on Wednesday, January 3,
2018, at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue. Club President Sue
Driscoll will preside, and club
member Janet Crowe will speak
about poetry. All are welcome.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.
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Christmas Music Planned at St. Michael in CF

LESSONS AND CAROLS...The Choir of St. Michael Church, Cranford, will present a concert at 4 p.m. on Sunday,
December 10, in Cranford.

CRANFORD – The Music Pro-
gram at St. Michael Church,
Cranford, will present its 2017
concert “Advent and Christmas
Service of Lessons and Carols”
on Sunday, December 10, at 4
p.m., at 40 Alden Street,
Cranford. The excellent acous-
tics of the magnificent church
will ring with the choirs of St.
Michael and feature the brilliant
sound of the “Atlas Brass Quin-
tet” for an inspirational concert.

David Bower, director of music
and organist at the church, an-
nounced that in addition to the

quintet, the program will feature
the Adult, Handbell and Youth
Choirs of St. Michael together
with vocal soloists. The audience
is invited to join in singing famil-
iar Advent and Christmas carols
of the season along with organ,
brass and choirs. The 20-voice
Youth Choir is a source of pride
for the music program.

“Atlas Brass” maintains an ac-
tive performance schedule and is
composed of all professional mu-
sicians who teach and perform
throughout the tri-state area. Mr.
Bower indicated, “we are fortu-

Cranford FMBA Establishes
Scholarship at UC College

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS...Cranford firefighters joined Union County College
(UCC) students for the check presentation to endow a new scholarship for
firefighters and their families at UCC.

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Firefighters Mutual Benevolent
Association, Local 37 has estab-
lished a scholarship with the
Union County College Founda-
tion. This newly endowed schol-
arship will provide financial sup-
port for a firefighter or their fam-
ily member to obtain their asso-
ciate degree at Union County
College. The Cranford Firefighters
Mutual Benevolent Association
has donated to the Foundation
since 1997.

The first award from this schol-
arship will be given one year after
the completion of the endowment,
which is scheduled for fall 2018.
To qualify for the scholarship, a
Union student must be taking a
full or part-time schedule of
classes. They must be a firefighter
or a family member of someone
in the Fire Service, either paid or
volunteer. Cranford residents will
be given first preference; how-
ever, if there is no one to fulfill
that criteria, the scholarship will

be open to anyone in Union County
that meets the other requirements
of the scholarship.

Firefighters are vital to the
safety and well-being of the towns
of Union County. By establishing
this scholarship, the Foundation
can distribute funds to support
the educational needs of
firefighters.

Union County College President
Margaret M. McMenamin said of
the scholarship, “The College is
proud of our firefighters and all
they do to serve and protect the
citizens of our local communi-
ties. We welcome firefighters,
and their families, as students
and are happy to have them
further their education at Union.”

For more information on how
you can support the Cranford
Firefighters Mutual Benevolent
Association, Local 37 Scholar-
ship, please contact the Union
County College Foundation at
(908) 709-7505 or email
foundation@ucc.edu.

AREA — Both men and women
are encouraged to check their
heart health at the Adult Health
Screening on Wednesday, De-
cember 13, starting at 8 a.m. The
screening includes the CMP (com-
prehensive metabolic profile)
blood analysis, blood pressure
checks and tips on cholesterol
management and diet, healthy
weight and body mass index (BMI)
measurement. Information about
the recently approved shingles
vaccine and updated guidelines
for healthy blood pressure also
will be available.

The CMP analysis includes total

nate to have this highly profes-
sional quintet, especially at this
season when they are in great
demand. Please join us in singing
the joyous music of the Advent
and Christmas season.”

Monsignor Timothy Shugrue,
pastor, and Parochial Vicars Rev-
erend Wilson Paculan, Reverend
Thomas Quinn and Deacon Rev-
erend Sebastian Obando will lead
the Advent Biblical readings.

For more information, call Mr.
Bower at (908) 276-0360. A free-
will offering will be accepted to
support the music program.

cholesterol, HDL and LDL choles-
terol, CBC and other blood com-
ponents. Appointments are re-
quired and may be made by call-
ing (973) 593-3079, extension
1. This screening is a fasting
blood test. The fee for the test is
$25 cash or check made payable
to Borough of Madison.

All adults are advised to know
their cholesterol numbers. As
obesity and being overweight
have increased to about one-third
of the adult population in the
United States, cholesterol has also
risen to dangerous levels. A cho-
lesterol reading of under 200 ml/

Heart Screening Open to CF Residents
dl is recommended, but the lev-
els of HDL and LDL, components
of cholesterol, also are of major
importance for good heart health.
Dietary fats, fiber and exercise
can all affect cholesterol levels.

This screening is offered by the
Madison Health Department in its
offices at the Madison Civic Cen-
ter, located at 28 Walnut Street,
Madison. All adult residents of
Madison, Springfield and Cranford
may participate annually. Par-
ticipants should have their
physician’s name, address and
telephone number ready when
they call to register.


