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Mayor and Council Candidates
Face Off In Westfield Debate

Four Cranford Committee
Cands. Debate Local Issues

County Hands Out $1.4 Mil. to
Towns From Open Space Fund

Two Democrats Seek Seats
On Mountainside Council

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — This year’s local elec-
tion is fully contested, with the Democrats
wholly saying they would want to see the
master plan revised, more transparency,
more retail downtown, and increased rev-
enue. While the Republicans rebuffed the
need for a new master plan, they stood firm
on their position that the downtown is
strong, and said the town is safe.

The Westfield candidates’ forum last
Wednesday, moderated by Lauren Barr of
The Westfield Leader, began with ques-
tions posed to each council candidate within
each of the four wards, followed by ques-
tions posed to each mayoral candidate.
Linda Habgood, a Democrat, is challeng-
ing Councilman Sam Della Fera, a Repub-
lican, for Ward 1; Michael Dardia, a Demo-
crat, is facing Republican James Corcoran
for Ward 2; David Contract, a Democrat, is
challenging Councilman David Oliveira, a
Republican, for Ward 3, and Dawn Mackey,
a Democrat, is challenging Councilman
Keith Loughlin, a Republican, for Ward 4.

Democratic mayoral candidate Michelle
Brindle said the downtown issue is not
parking or vacancies, but “a revenue prob-
lem.” The way to get there, she said, is to
create a new master plan, and “filling up
retail shops.”

By creating a new master plan, Ms.
Brindle said the town could declare areas in
need of redevelopment “and get back a
majority of revenue.” That added revenue,
she said, could fund more road paving.

Republican Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
who is seeking his fourth term, said the idea
of the downtown “not doing well is just not
true.” He touted the town being recognized
as the number-one destination to shop in
New Jersey by USA Today. The mayor also
cited how local merchants are expanding.

He rebuffed the need to rewrite the mas-
ter plan, saying it was re-examined in 2009,
expires in 2019, and has had a number of
revisions to modernize the plan since.

When asked how the qualifications are
determined when appointing people to com-
mittees, Mr. Skibitsky said he makes the
decision “not based on the party,” but who
would “do the best for Westfield and not
have hidden agendas.”

Ms. Brindle painted a different picture of
the committee makeup, saying “over 70
percent of those appointees are Republican,
even though our town is 24 percent Repub-
lican.” She said she would appoint the most
qualified and diverse individuals.

While state law demands a cap of 2-
percent hikes in property taxes, fees such as
the sewer utility, use of the conservation
center, and street parking are being added to
the burden of residents. Mr. Skibitsky said

user fees ensure the person using those
services pays, and not the non-user, further
alleviating undue expenses for senior citi-
zens, who typically use less of these ser-
vices or not all, he said. He also said the fee
for field use he instituted is used to refurbish
the fields. Ms. Brindle volleyed back to
how she is “hyper focused on downtown”
for revenue opportunities to fund public
services that “we expect with the high prop-

erty taxes that we pay.”
This year the town is embarking on a

revaluation, last completed about 30 years
ago. Mayor Skibitsky defended the town’s
position to not revaluate sooner because the
town pays the highest taxes among any
other municipality, he said, and the revalu-
ation will only mean that the town will pay
even more to the County of Union. Ms.
Brindle said it would have been “best to
have it done earlier.”

Council candidates weighed in on local
issues as well.

Democrats pointed to having a new mas-
ter plan to be the guiding light to how they
would envision the town’s development.

The plan should include a “long-term
vision for parking and re-
tail,” Mr. Dardia said.

Mr. Corcoran said the
town should “focus on cre-
ating a marketing plan for
downtown.” He also said he
would advocate for shared
work spaces in the down-
town to fill vacancies.

“The town has restrictions
on what can be built...if I
want to tear down my house,
I don’t want some politician
telling me I can’t do it,” Mr.
Della Fera said in response
to being asked if teardowns
should be allowed. He went
on to say that “investment in
Westfield is what maintains
our property values…and
increases revenue to fund
services the town provides.”

Ms. Habgood said, “We need to create a
framework in which the town appreciates
historic preservation of older homes and
preserve trees.”

When asked if the problems of the down-
town stem from parking issues, Mr. Con-
tract said, lack of parking and ticketing is a
“deterrent” to residents shopping there.

Mr. Oliveira said more than 120 parking
spaces have been added downtown over the
last decade, and more parking will be added
by Lenox Avenue. Having a “turnover in
parking” helps “businesses succeed,” he
added.

Neither of the Ward 3 candidates made a
statement as to whether they would change
the current status of committee meetings

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board last Thursday handed out
checks totaling $1.4 million for three
grants funded out of the county’s Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion Trust Fund. Twenty towns were
awarded a total of $1 million from the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund for improve-
ments to local parks and facilities; 16
communities were given Greening Union
County grants totaling $100,301, while
11 local organizations collectively re-

ceived $300,000 to help fund improve-
ments to historic sites through the Pre-
serve Union County grant.

Locally, Westfield was awarded
$50,000 from the Kids Recreation Trust
for playground equipment for
Mindowaskin Park, which will mark its
centennial year in 2018. The town also
received a $7,780 Greening Union County
grant to plant 80 trees. Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said the town has planted
500 trees as part of its tree replacement
program. He said the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund grant will be used for equip-
ment at the park’s “very large, custom-
designed playground.”

Cranford received $60,000 to be used
for upgrades to the Memorial Complex’s
baseball field, Centennial Avenue Pool
and to playgrounds at Adams, Buchanan
and Johnson Parks. The township also
received $4,500 to plant 45 trees as part
of the Greening Union County grant.

Fanwood received $40,000 for the de-
velopment of tennis and basketball courts,
a gazebo and landscaping at Forest Road
Park. The borough also received $571 to
plant eight trees. Garwood received
$55,000 to overhaul Hartman Park.

Mountainside was awarded $50,000
for improvements to the Beechwood
School playground and soccer field.

Scotch Plains was given $55,000 for
improvements to the mini-golf at Scotch
Hills Golf Course and tennis courts at
Green Forest Park. The township also
received $3,750 to plant 45 trees. An-
other $25,000 was awarded for upgrades

to the Terrill Middle field.
Scotch Plains’ special projects coordi-

nator, Margaret Heisey, said the town-
ship started a tree replacement program
last year where residents can request a
tree and the greening grant helps fund the
program.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, who serves
as Scotch Plains township manager, said
Scotch Plains and Fanwood have a “very
unique collaboration” with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education in
maintaining the school district’s fields.

As for the Preserve Union County grant,
$10,000 was awarded for Fanwood’s his-
toric train station for historic restoration/
barrier-free access.

Westfield received $43,340 for the
Reeve History and Cultural Resource
Center.

Scotch Plains was awarded $43,320
towards the exterior renovation of the
Frazee House. Andy Calamaras, presi-
dent of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Frazee, Inc. Board of Directors, said
the Frazee House project has been going
on for 13 years.

“We managed to get the house off the
10 most endangered sites in New Jersey,”
Mr. Calamaras said. He said they were
going out to bid this week for the exterior
renovation work and he hopes the project
is started in early spring.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Sum-
mit received $10,000 for exterior repairs
to Wisner House and to replace a hot water
heater and a gas heater at the Arboretum.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Development and
density kicked off the questions Thurs-
day at the Cranford candidates’ debate
for township committee, where two seats
are open. Republicans Richard
Buontempo and incumbent Andis Kalnins
faced off against Democrats incumbent
Patrick Giblin and Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve. Dawn Clarke of The
League of Women Voters moderated the
event, which was hosted by the League of
Women Voters and The Cranford Jay-
cees and held at the Cranford Municipal
Building.

Mr. Kalnins said tax abatements would
be suited for vacant areas in the down-
town, citing the vacant MDTV building
the township bought as a “perfect” ex-
ample. “Over this last year, when we
should have been selling it, the govern-
ment did nothing,” he said.

Mr. Giblin said tax abatements are best
suited for commercial properties, not for
high-density residential.

In addressing high-density housing,
both Mr. Giblin and Mr. Kalnins said the
problem needs to be tackled in Trenton.
Mr. Kalnins suggested New Jersey mu-
nicipalities band together to file a class

action suit against the State of New Jer-
sey.

“The Legislature...has talked about it
and done nothing,” Mr. Kalnins said.

The candidates were asked their opin-
ion on the township’s purchase of prop-
erty on Birchwood Avenue. After losing
a builder’s remedy lawsuit, the township
bought the land from that same developer
in an attempt to lessen the number of
apartments built there. Mr. Kalnins said,
“Reducing density at Birchwood was the
absolute right thing to do.” Mr. Giblin,
who voted against the sale, said the town-
ship should not have spent taxpayer dol-
lars to buy that property, and then sell it
with a tax break to a developer.

The downtown’s future development
was seen differently by candidates. Mr.
Buontempo said if “we overbuild the
downtown, we have more vacancies
downtown.” New buildings downtown
would “dilute” business from the smaller
stores downtown, he said.

Democratic candidate Mr.
Maisonneuve, a marketing and strategic
planning professional, said, “We can’t
stay this Mayberry-type of community
without progression.”

“We need to change and grow,” said
Mr. Kalnins. He said the restaurants have
been a successful model to “drive foot
traffic to some of the niche stores.” Mr.
Giblin said by keeping the downtown
vibrant, taxes received from businesses
help offset taxes to homeowners.

Candidates were asked how they would
move the flood control process along.
Mr. Buontempo said the township should
send a liaison to the state to garner sup-
port for Cranford’s needs. Mr. Kalnins
said the township should reapply for a
loan for Phase 5, since it recently was
denied the loan for the project. He also
supported continuing to fund the lobby-
ists to advance the Rahway River flood
control project designed by the Army
Corps. Mr. Giblin said, “very little has
been done in Cranford since (Hurricane)
Irene.” He said money has been set aside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — For the first time
in more than a decade, Mountainside resi-
dents will have members of the Democratic
Party running for public office. Lauren
Cook and Carlos Gomez are challenging
Republican incumbents Keith Turner and
Deanna Andre. The six-member borough
council currently is comprised of all Re-
publicans. The two available three-year
terms will begin in January 2018.

In the June Primary election, 711 bor-
ough voters cast ballots, which represents
13.6 percent of total registered voters in
Mountainside. Ms. Andre and Mr. Turner
ran unopposed and received 283 votes and
279 votes, respectively.

With campaign literature that claims they
are a “better choice for Mountainside,” Ms.
Cook and Mr. Gomez have promised to
improve communication with residents, in-
vestigate shared services as a means of
controlling costs, and consider installing
sidewalks in the borough.

Ms. Cook and her husband have lived in
Mountainside for 13 years. She is the owner
of MC2, a marketing agency based in Moun-
tainside that works with businesses and
nonprofits to improve their marketing and
branding. During the October 3, Candi-
dates Forum, hosted by the League of

Women Voters, Ms. Cook contended her
business skills and role as a small business
owner qualified her to be “a new voice for
Mountainside.”

Mr. Gomez has lived in Mountainside
with his wife and two children for 10 years.
He served as a first responder in Elizabeth
for more than 20 years and currently is a
realtor at Coldwell Realtor in Westfield.

This election is the first time either Demo-
crat has run for public office, and during the
Candidates Forum they both acknowledged
they had not attended any borough council
meetings prior to declaring their candida-
cies.

Councilman Turner has served Moun-
tainside for more than 27 years, starting as
a volunteer coach with the recreation de-
partment when he was 24. Since then he has
served on the borough council for 15 years,
including an 11-year tenure as council presi-
dent, which he contends provides a tremen-
dous amount of institutional knowledge
and demonstrates his commitment to the
Mountainside community.

During the Candidates Forum he re-
minded the public that Mountainside has
consistently held tax increases in the 2-
percent range and that Mountainside has
routinely been named one of the best small
towns in New Jersey.

Councilwoman Andre has served on the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATES NIGHT...Mayoral and  Town Council candidates pose for a group picture prior to last Wednesday’s forum at
the municipal building. Pictured, from left to right, are: Republicans, Ward 4 Councilman Keith Loughlin, Ward 3 Councilman
David Oliveira, Ward 2 candidate James Corcoran, Ward 1 Councilman Sam Della Fera, Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Moderator
Lauren Barr of The Westfield Leader; Democrats, mayoral candidate Michelle Brindle, Ward 1 candidate Linda Habgood,
Ward 2 candidate Michael Dardia, Ward 3 candidate David Contract, and Ward 4 candidate Dawn Mackey.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WHERE’S THE CANDY?...These trick or treaters are ready to get their candy
from downtown Westfield businesses on Monday. The event was sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A FAMILY OF PATRIOTS...The Cranford Halloween costume judging contest
was held Sunday at the Cranford Community Center. The event was organized by
the Cranford Recreation and Parks Department.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RECORD ATTENDANCE...The Westfield Town
Council chambers was packed last Wednesday for the
mayoral and council candidates forum sponsored by
The Westfield Leader.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Special Election Edition



Page 14 Thursday, November 2, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

*Valid only at the store listed below.

Get FREE Bird Food and a Starter

Tube Feeder, when you present this

coupon and while supplies last. One

per person. Offer expires 11/09/17.

Bird Food & Starter Tube Feeder*
FREE 

Meet T  he New Store Owners!
2520 US Highway 22 East (Olympia Plaza) Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

DEM Council Candidates
Share Vision at Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Democratic candidates
incumbent Sara Todisco and running-mate
Russell Graham participated in a candi-
dates’ night held last Thursday at The
Pointe At Garwood. Republican candi-
dates Michael Collings and Richard
McCormack opted to not participate.

“The Republicans charged they were
invited only as an afterthought. In fact, all
four candidates were invited in a single e-
mail message that I sent on April 29,” said
moderator Bill Connolly.

“I don’t have any proof I was invited
from them. That is what I made public on
my Facebook page. Regardless, I had no
interest in taking part in the debate any-
way. The debate is not a qualification for
council,” said Mr. Collings in a phone
conversation with The Westfield Leader.

“The debates provide a real service to
the Garwood community,” said Ms.
Todisco, who serves as council president.

Mr. Connolly provided each candidate
with a three-minute opening statement
period, a three-minute closing statement
period, and a two-minute response period
for each question.

Mr. Connolly asked questions submitted
by residents and questions devised by the
hosting committee. Council President
Todisco and Mr. Graham responded to 10
questions. Topics ranged from “controlling
costs and taxes” and Department of Public
Works (DPW) expenditures, to attitudes
towards future redevelopment and ethics.

Responding to a question regarding what
specific steps would the elected official
take to control taxes and costs, Ms. Todisco
stated jokingly as finance committee chair-
woman that she “sleeps with the budget
under her pillow.” In the last six years, Ms.
Todisco stated, she has helped cut $500,000
in unneeded expenses from the budget.

Both Mr. Graham and Ms. Todisco are
proposing the creation of a Citizens Advi-
sory Council. The council would be resi-
dent comprised with members appointed
by the mayor. The advisory council’s pur-
pose would be to gain resident input on
capital projects involving roads, parks,
equipment and more, stated Ms. Todisco.

“It’s a balance. All about value and
balance. To pave one block costs about
$100,000 and a DPW truck costs roughly
$200,000. Garwood’s debt level is one-
seventh what the state permits,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Ms. Todisco responded to a question
concerning prioritizing DPW expenses by
moving funds from repaving projects to
allow for a timely replacement of old equip-
ment. The question was, is the finance
strategy the best and will it raise taxes?

Mr. Graham stated the borough street
sweeper is “ineffective.”

“I live on a cul-de-sac. It’s in horrible
shape,” said Mr. Graham.

Mr. Graham stated that the council needs
to make decisions discerning what will be
best five and 10 years from now. Mr.
Graham’s statements described him want-
ing excellent roads from a personal per-
spective, but realizing equipment cannot
be neglected when analyzing what is best
for the borough’s long-term development,
financial health, and what benefits the
most residents.

“Let’s shepherd change correctly,” said
Ms. Todisco, describing holding Russo,
the developer of the Casale properties on

South Avenue, and other developers ac-
countable for residents’ best interests.

Ms. Todisco said additional tax dollars
come from redevelopment, and that he
borough is more pleasant to walk through
as it is more welcoming and feels safer
since former industrial sites have turned
into storefronts or new housing develop-
ments.

“We’ve got to press ahead. Manufac-
turing is not coming back,” said Mr. Gra-
ham.

Mr. Graham described how the site
ShopRite sits on was previously a con-
demned industrial site. He described how
many borough shopping areas and hous-
ing were once dilapidated “eyesores.”

Mr. Graham stated that the location the
debate was being held at (The Pointe) was
once an old industrial site.

Councilwoman Todisco responded to a
question referring to “political literature”
sent by the “Garwood Republicans” sug-
gesting her serious conflict of interest by
casting an unethical vote on the choice of
DPW foreman.

“I did not cast an unethical vote. I’m not
unethical. Local politics is turning into
national politics. Garwood deserves bet-
ter, not shameful and disgusting politics,”
said Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco stated that residents had
voiced concerns, asking her to not become
discouraged with politics or let the accusa-
tions hamper her commitment to the bor-
ough.

“Sara and I have spent countless hours
since Labor Day weekend walking every
street, ringing every bell or knocking on
every door, to give each and every resident
a chance to share their concerns,” said Mr.
Graham, describing his commitment to
the position and borough residents.

Mr. Graham has served four years on
the Garwood Board of Education. He is a
U.S. Navy Vietnam War veteran and re-
tired small business owner. Mr. Graham
has lived in Garwood for over 26 years. He
received a computer science degree from
Raritan Valley Community College.

“Russ and I are dedicated to transpar-
ency in outlining our vision and plan. We
all want value, safety and quality of life,”
said Ms. Todisco in her opening statement.

Ms. Todisco said she has been referred
to as a 24/7 councilwoman, saying she will
continue to bring the same energy, helping
people and making Garwood even better.

Ms. Todisco has served on the borough
council since 2011. A fourth-generation
Garwood resident, Ms. Todisco has served
as president of the Education Foundation
of Garwood and vice-president of the
Garwood Lions Club.

Councilwoman Todisco graduated from
Northeastern University with a degree in
history and minored in education and busi-
ness.
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CF Candidates

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
TRICK OR TREAT...Trick or treaters with parents flood the streets of Down-
town Westfield on Monday. The annual parade had to be cancelled due to rain on
Sunday. However, the Downtown Westfield Corporation, which sponsors the
event, moved the traditional Downtown Trick-or-Treating and Costume Contest
to Monday.

for desilting and new gates at a dam.
Congressional funding is necessary for
larger flood control projects, he said.

Another topic discussed was how to
control property taxes. Mr. Buontempo
said, “We need to send a message to
(Union County),” noting the county’s
inflated budget year after year. He also
said homeowners should not get a reas-
sessment and a tax hike when they are
improving their home. Mr. Maisonneuve
suggested more “efficient use” of taxes,
such as to be earmarked for infrastructure
improvements.

With opioid addiction and deaths as-
sociated with use of opioids being called
an epidemic, the candidates were asked
what they can do to combat the crisis. Mr.
Giblin said the Cranford Municipal Alli-
ance, which is a volunteer organization
providing education to prevent abuse of
alcohol, should take the lead in educating
the community about opioid use, and if it
does not, “We need to make some changes
there.” He also said he was instrumental
in the drop box for prescription drugs
located in the town hall.

In closing, Mr. Buontempo said he
would re-hire the local company that
managed the township website, reinstate
bulk waste pickup, and was against high-
density building.

Mr. Giblin said the township is “seri-
ous business” with a $38-million budget
and a $50-million deficit. He said he
would address the challenges facing the

being closed to the public by making them
open. Mr. Contract said “government
should be more transparent.” Mr. Oliveira
said “the idea that people are clamoring to
attend these meetings is not true...people
have faith in the good government that we
deliver.”

When Ward 4 candidates were asked
about how to improve aging infrastructure,
Ms. Mackey said the town should use
surplus and the increased tax income from
the newly built homes to pave roads. Mr.
Loughlin said he advocated making paving
a priority and to pave roads that are in the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Debate
worst condition first, and to be “budget
conscious.”

When asked if it is time to update the
master plan, Mr. Loughlin said the master
plan is done every 10 years “by the planning
board as is the state mandate,” and is due in
2019. He noted that the plan is continuously
improved and revised.

Ms. Mackey stood firm on the Demo-
crats’ position to adopt a new master
plan. “What Westfield needs right
now...we need a vision...not just being
updated from 2002, when there wasn’t
even an iPhone.”

township — opioid epidemic, the down-
town, overdevelopment, taxes, flooding,
congestion and infrastructure.

Mr. Maisonneuve said the township
needs a strategic plan to begin to get rid of
the deficit and move forward on infra-
structure improvements.

Mr. Kalnins said he would like to re-
start the plan implemented four years ago
when he was mayor, which he said has
been stalled since Democrats took the
majority. If elected, he said he would
continue to work on cost control and
financial stability, expand public-private
partnership, push for federal and state
funding for flood control, and work to-
wards downtown improvements and the
business park on Commerce Drive.

The day after the candidates forum was
held it was reported by nj.com that Mr.
Kalnins had been charged with driving
while intoxicated after State Police pulled
him over on Route 78 on October 10.

According to the report, Mr. Kalnins
was stopped while driving eastbound on
October 10 at 6:25 p.m. after officers saw
him speeding and driving erratically
through Warren Township. In addition to
the DWI charge, he was also charged
with reckless driving, speeding and fail-
ure to stay in his lane.

“My only statement is that I do take
this very seriously and I will be address-
ing it in the court,” Mr. Kalnins told
nj.com.

Scott Mitzner, his attorney, said he
expected the committeeman “to be
cleared” in court, calling the DWI charge
“a big misunderstanding.”

Election day is this Tuesday, Novem-
ber 7. Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Open Space
All three programs are matching-dol-

lar grants. Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Sergio Granados said the county has given
out $50 million from the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund to date for Union County
towns “to provide better recreation re-
sources for their residents.” He added
that 12,000 trees have been planted from
the Greening Union County grant since
the program was initiated in 2004.

Also approved by the board during the
meeting was the awarding of a $1.9-
million contract for the replacement of
Wheeler Pool in Linden with a spray park
with 33 above-ground attractions and 26
surfaced sprays as well as a new field
house for nearby turf fields.

It also was announced that Debbie-
Ann Anderson, the former executive di-
rector of HomeFirst in Plainfield, a hous-
ing assistance non-profit organization,
and the executive vice-president of the
United Way of Union County, has been
named the new director of the Union
County Department of Human Services.
She replaces longtime director Frank
Guzzo of Fanwood, who retired in Au-
gust.

Terrorist Kills Eight,
Injures More in NYC
NEW YORK, N.Y. — A 29-year-old

Uzbek National, identified as Sayfullo
Habibullaevic Saipov, reportedly drove a
rented Home Depot pickup truck down a
West Side Highway bicycle path, killing
eight and injuring a dozen more on Tues-
day. Saipov was shot by police after crash-
ing his vehicle into a school bus.

Multiple news agencies have reported
that Saipov was living in Paterson and
worked as an Uber driver. The truck used in
the attacks was reportedly rented in New
Jersey.

A note found at the scene allegedly stated
that Saipov carried out his attack in the
name of ISIS.

Saipov reportedly came to the United
States under the “Diversity Visa” lottery.

News agencies also reported heavy po-
lice activity at Saipov’s Paterson apart-
ment, a nearby mosque and Home Depot.

Saipov currently is recovering from his
injuries at an undisclosed New York City
hospital.

governing body since 2010 and has acted as
the group’s liaison to the senior citizen
community, the rescue squad and the recre-
ation department. Ms. Andre assisted in
creating the borough’s First Alert system
and the Mountainside Facebook page; has
been a long-time volunteer with the Girl
Scouts, the PTA and local veterans’ organi-
zations, and was instrumental in obtaining
more than $2 million in grant money during
her tenure on the council.

Overdevelopment and the impact of con-
struction of court-mandated affordable
housing in the borough generated consider-
able debate during the Candidates Forum.
Both Mr. Gomez and Ms. Cook expressed
concern over the impact of multi-unit dwell-
ings on the character of the community.

Mr. Turner noted that the new housing
developments were not something Moun-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Seats
tainside asked for, but instead were a state-
ordered mandate linked to a Democrati-
cally-controlled State Legislature which has
refused to modify the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH) requirements, and
noted that under the current council Moun-
tainside succeeded in obtaining the lowest
density per acre of affordable housing in the
state. He also explained that Mountainside
actively shares services with several neigh-
boring communities but had withdrawn
from several. He said the borough with-
drew from the regional dispatch service for
first responders when response times placed
residents’ health and safety at risk.

Also on the ballot are incumbent Moun-
tainside Board of Education member Dante
Gioia and newcomer Dana Guidicipietro.
They are running unopposed for two seats
on the school board.
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County Hands Out $1.4 Mil. to
Towns From Open Space Fund

GOP Seeking Seat On
All-Democrat Borough Council

DEM Council Candidates
Share Vision at Forum

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Two Democrats
and one Republican are seeking
election next week to two seats on
the all-Democratic borough coun-
cil.

Incumbent Russell Huegel is seek-
ing a fourth term on the governing
body while running mate Anthony
Carter is looking to replace Coun-
cilman Kevin Boris, who is not seek-
ing re-election after six years on the
council. Brian Walter is the sole
Republican running this year.

Mr. Huegel was first elected in
2008 and served as council presi-
dent in 2012. He was chairman of
the council’s public works commit-

tee when curbside recycling was
instituted in Fanwood. Mr. Carter is
a member of the borough recreation
commission and has long been in-
volved in local youth sports leagues.
The Democrats’ campaign has
stressed continued quality-of-life
improvements in Fanwood, includ-
ing road improvements, the contin-
ued redevelopment of the South Av-
enue corridor, the institution of
“one-seat” rides on NJ Transit into
Manhattan and upgrades to the bor-
ough library.

They both spoke to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week
about needed improvements to the
library, with Mr. Huegel noting that
the children’s section currently is

located in the flood-prone basement.
Mr. Carter agreed that the entire
building is “not in the greatest of
shape.” Regarding the South Av-
enue commercial corridor, Mr.
Huegel told The Times that, “we
must redevelop the South Avenue
corridor going towards Plainfield,”
saying it will help broaden the
borough’s tax base, 90 percent of
which presently comes from resi-
dential property taxes.

Speaking to The Times earlier in
October, Mr. Walter, a trained chef
who graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School 20 years ago,
described himself as being “a voice
that is different than a one-party
voice,” pointing out that the bor-
ough council has been all-Demo-
cratic “for a very long time.” A past
president of the Fanwood Business
Association and a Fanwood Com-
munity Foundation board member,
he has expressed some concerns
about the way downtown redevel-
opment has proceeded and the ef-
fects on local property taxes. Like
his opponents, Mr. Walter acknowl-
edges the need for upgrades to the
library but wants the process to move
cautiously so that the neighborhood
is not overly affected by any expan-
sion of the facility.

Voters next week also will select
three members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education. Jeanne
Cleary, Fanwood’s representative, is
not running for another term, and no
one’s name is on the ballot to run in
her place, but borough resident Amy
Boroff is mounting a write-in cam-
paign for the open seat. She is a
Fanwood business owner and the
mother of a sixth grader. Ms. Boroff
served on the McGinn Elementary
School’s district legislative team and
is a member of the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday
handed out checks totaling $1.4 mil-
lion for three grants funded out of
the county’s Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund. Twenty towns were
awarded a total of $1 million from
the Kids Recreation Trust Fund for
improvements to local parks and
facilities; 16 communities were
given Greening Union County
grants totaling $100,301, while 11

local organizations collectively re-
ceived $300,000 to help fund im-
provements to historic sites through
the Preserve Union County grant.

Locally, Westfield was awarded
$50,000 from the Kids Recreation
Trust for playground equipment for
Mindowaskin Park, which will mark
its centennial year in 2018. The
town also received a $7,780 Green-
ing Union County grant to plant 80
trees. Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said the town has planted
500 trees as part of its tree replace-
ment program. He said the Kids
Recreation Trust Fund grant will be
used for equipment at the park’s
“very large, custom-designed play-
ground.”

Cranford received $60,000 to be
used for upgrades to the Memorial
Complex’s baseball field, Centen-
nial Avenue Pool and to playgrounds
at Adams, Buchanan and Johnson
Parks. The township also received

$4,500 to plant 45 trees as part of
the Greening Union County grant.

Fanwood received $40,000 for
the development of tennis and bas-
ketball courts, a gazebo and land-
scaping at Forest Road Park. The
borough also received $571 to plant
eight trees. Garwood received
$55,000 to overhaul Hartman Park.

Mountainside was awarded
$50,000 for improvements to the
Beechwood School playground and
soccer field.

Scotch Plains was given $55,000
for improvements to the mini-golf
at Scotch Hills Golf Course and
tennis courts at Green Forest Park.
The township also received $3,750
to plant 45 trees. Another $25,000
was awarded for upgrades to the
Terrill Middle field.

Scotch Plains’ special projects co-
ordinator, Margaret Heisey, said the
township started a tree replacement

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Democratic can-
didates incumbent Sara Todisco and
running-mate Russell Graham par-
ticipated in a candidates’ night held
last Thursday at The Pointe At
Garwood. Republican candidates
Michael Collings and Richard
McCormack opted to not participate.

“The Republicans charged they
were invited only as an afterthought.
In fact, all four candidates were in-
vited in a single e-mail message that
I sent on April 29,” said moderator
Bill Connolly.

“I don’t have any proof I was in-
vited from them. That is what I made
public on my Facebook page. Re-
gardless, I had no interest in taking
part in the debate anyway. The debate
is not a qualification for council,”
said Mr. Collings in a phone conver-
sation with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“The debates provide a real service
to the Garwood community,” said
Ms. Todisco, who serves as council
president.

Mr. Connolly provided each candi-
date with a three-minute opening state-

ment period, a three-minute closing
statement period, and a two-minute
response period for each question.

Mr. Connolly asked questions sub-
mitted by residents and questions
devised by the hosting committee.
Council President Todisco and Mr.
Graham responded to 10 questions.
Topics ranged from “controlling costs
and taxes” and Department of Public
Works (DPW) expenditures, to atti-
tudes towards future redevelopment
and ethics.

Responding to a question regard-
ing what specific steps would the
elected official take to control taxes
and costs, Ms. Todisco stated jok-
ingly as finance committee chair-
woman that she “sleeps with the bud-
get under her pillow.” In the last six
years, Ms. Todisco stated, she has
helped cut $500,000 in unneeded
expenses from the budget.

Both Mr. Graham and Ms. Todisco
are proposing the creation of a Citi-
zens Advisory Council. The council
would be resident comprised with
members appointed by the mayor.
The advisory council’s purpose would
be to gain resident input on capital
projects involving roads, parks, equip-
ment and more, stated Ms. Todisco.

“It’s a balance. All about value and
balance. To pave one block costs about
$100,000 and a DPW truck costs
roughly $200,000. Garwood’s debt
level is one-seventh what the state
permits,” said Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco responded to a ques-
tion concerning prioritizing DPW
expenses by moving funds from re-
paving projects to allow for a timely
replacement of old equipment. The
question was, is the finance strategy
the best and will it raise taxes?

Mr. Graham stated the borough
street sweeper is “ineffective.”

Mayor Says Survey
Confirms Redevel. Is Needed

Special Election Edition

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Alex and daughter Micayla, 2, of Fanwood enjoy a spirited evening Tuesday during the borough’s
Halloween celebration, which included the traditional parade.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPOOKY FUN...This hearst with grave site inside was a popular stop for  trick-
or-treaters last Saturday during the annual Downtown Scotch Plains Trunk or
Treat celebration.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GET YOUR CANDY...Hundreds of trick-or-treaters jammed downtown Scotch
Plains last Saturday for the annual Trunk or Treat celebration.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith says the results of
a just-completed survey on down-
town redevelopment “confirm what
I heard” during last year’s election
campaign, namely that township
residents “want downtown redevel-
opment.”

The month-long survey, in which
1,290 people — nearly all of whom
were Scotch Plains residents, busi-
ness owners and property owners
—participated, found that 86 per-
cent believed that the downtown
business district needs redevelop-
ment. Revitalizing the downtown
was a major component of Mayor
Smith’s election campaign last year,
and earlier this year, a committee of
township officials, business and
property owners and residents was
formed to focus on downtown rede-
velopment issues and come up with
ideas to move business district revi-
talization forward.

The committee has unveiled con-
ceptual drawings showing how the

property where the library presently
stands could be redeveloped into a
new library and community center
as well as mixed-use buildings. The
overall process is being driven in
part by the coming need to build
affordable housing units in the
downtown business district and else-
where in Scotch Plains.

Some 82 percent of survey re-
spondents either strongly agreed or
agreed that redevelopment of the
downtown should be a high plan-
ning priority. Another 82 percent
also strongly agreed or agreed that
downtown redevelopment should be
encouraged, with a mix of retail,
residential and offices, which is the
strategy that the downtown com-
mittee is pursuing.

Those participating in the survey
were primarily between the ages of
35 and 54, with two-thirds being
female and a third being male. About
54 percent said they visit the down-
town for dining, although many also
commented that there are not enough
dining opportunities. Other reasons

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
ALL GOOD WITCHES...A family of witches and one black cat bring some magic
to the Halloween festivities in Fanwood Tuesday night.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Garwood Forum
“I live on a cul-de-sac. It’s in hor-

rible shape,” said Mr. Graham.
Mr. Graham stated that the coun-

cil needs to make decisions discern-
ing what will be best five and 10
years from now. Mr. Graham’s state-
ments described him wanting excel-
lent roads from a personal perspec-
tive, but realizing equipment cannot
be neglected when analyzing what is
best for the borough’s long-term de-
velopment, financial health, and what
benefits the most residents.

“Let’s shepherd change correctly,”
said Ms. Todisco, describing hold-
ing Russo, the developer of the
Casale properties on South Avenue,
and other developers accountable
for residents’ best interests.

Ms. Todisco said additional tax
dollars come from redevelopment,
and that he borough is more pleasant
to walk through as it is more wel-
coming and feels safer since former
industrial sites have turned into store-
fronts or new housing developments.

“We’ve got to press ahead. Manu-
facturing is not coming back,” said
Mr. Graham.

Mr. Graham described how the
site ShopRite sits on was previously
a condemned industrial site. He de-
scribed how many borough shop-
ping areas and housing were once
dilapidated “eyesores.”

Mr. Graham stated that the loca-
tion the debate was being held at
(The Pointe) was once an old indus-
trial site.

Councilwoman Todisco responded
to a question referring to “political
literature” sent by the “Garwood Re-
publicans” suggesting her serious
conflict of interest by casting an un-
ethical vote on the choice of DPW
foreman.

“I did not cast an unethical vote.
I’m not unethical. Local politics is
turning into national politics.
Garwood deserves better, not shame-
ful and disgusting politics,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Ms. Todisco stated that residents
had voiced concerns, asking her to
not become discouraged with poli-
tics or let the accusations hamper her
commitment to the borough.

“Sara and I have spent countless
hours since Labor Day weekend
walking every street, ringing every
bell or knocking on every door, to
give each and every resident a chance
to share their concerns,” said Mr.
Graham, describing his commitment
to the position and borough resi-
dents.

Mr. Graham has served four years
on the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion. He is a U.S. Navy Vietnam War
veteran and retired small business
owner. Mr. Graham has lived in
Garwood for over 26 years. He re-
ceived a computer science degree
from Raritan Valley Community Col-
lege.

“Russ and I are dedicated to trans-

for coming to the downtown, ac-
cording to the survey, were the Sat-
urday farmers’ market (28 percent),
visiting the library (25 percent),
shopping (21 percent) and banking
(20 percent).

Among the other survey results,
46 percent said they would use a
shuttle bus or jitney service to down-
town Scotch Plains, nearby towns
and train stations if the service was
near their homes; 32 percent said
they would support paid parking
structures in the downtown; and 20
percent said they would consider
living downtown now or in the fu-
ture if high-quality affordable hous-
ing was provided.

Nearly nine in 10 survey respon-
dents said that current downtown
community events such as summer
movie nights, concerts and car
shows, as well as Scotch Plains Day
and other events, are very impor-
tant to the downtown. Just over a
third believed that dining should be
the highest priority for the down-
town, with 14 percent saying shop-
ping opportunities should be given
top priority. Among the types of
commercial businesses that survey
respondents said they would like to
see in the downtown were coffee
shops, bagel shops, clothing stores,
restaurants, retail stores, cafes, gift
shops and art galleries.

Thirty-eight percent believed
apartments or lofts above stores or

parency in outlining our vision and
plan. We all want value, safety and
quality of life,” said Ms. Todisco in
her opening statement.

Ms. Todisco said she has been
referred to as a 24/7 councilwoman,
saying she will continue to bring the
same energy, helping people and
making Garwood even better.

Ms. Todisco has served on the
borough council since 2011. A fourth-
generation Garwood resident, Ms.
Todisco has served as president of
the Education Foundation of
Garwood and the vice-president of
the Garwood Lions Club.

Councilwoman Todisco graduated
from Northeastern University with a
degree in history and minored in
education and business.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Open Space
program last year where residents
can request a tree and the greening
grant helps fund the program.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, who
serves as Scotch Plains township
manager, said Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have a “very unique col-
laboration” with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education in
maintaining the school district’s
fields.

As for the Preserve Union County
grant, $10,000 was awarded for
Fanwood’s historic train station for
historic restoration/barrier-free ac-
cess.

Westfield received $43,340 for
the Reeve History and Cultural Re-
source Center.

Scotch Plains was awarded
$43,320 towards the exterior reno-
vation of the Frazee House. Andy
Calamaras, president of the Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee,
Inc. Board of Directors, said the
Frazee House project has been go-
ing on for 13 years.

“We managed to get the house off
the 10 most endangered sites in New
Jersey,” Mr. Calamaras said. He said
they were going out to bid this week
for the exterior renovation work and
he hopes the project is started in
early spring.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum in

Summit received $10,000 for exte-
rior repairs to Wisner House and to
replace a hot water heater and a gas
heater at the Arboretum.

All three programs are matching-
dollar grants. Freeholder Vice-Chair-
man Sergio Granados said the county
has given out $50 million from the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund to date
for Union County towns “to provide
better recreation resources for their
residents.” He added that 12,000
trees have been planted from the
Greening Union County grant since
the program was initiated in 2004.

Also approved by the board dur-
ing the meeting was the awarding of
a $1.9-million contract for the re-
placement of Wheeler Pool in Lin-
den with a spray park with 33 above-
ground attractions and 26 surfaced
sprays as well as a new field house
for nearby turf fields.

It also was announced that
Debbie-Ann Anderson, the former
executive director of HomeFirst in
Plainfield, a housing assistance non-
profit organization, and the execu-
tive vice-president of the United
Way of Union County, has been
named the new director of the Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices. She replaces longtime direc-
tor Frank Guzzo of Fanwood, who
retired in August.

Photo courtesy of Patty Kelly
POPULAR WITH TRICK OR TREATERS...Over 400 trick or treaters visited
this house last year at 1005 Boulevard in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE MASK...The main character in the film The Mask was one of the scarecrows
depicted during Saturday’s Downtown Cranford Scarecrow Stroll.

Terrorist Kills Eight,
Injures More in NYC
NEW YORK, N.Y. — A 29-year-

old Uzbek National, identified as
Sayfullo Habibullaevic Saipov, re-
portedly drove a rented Home Depot
pickup truck down a West Side High-
way bicycle path, killing eight and
injuring a dozen more on Tuesday.
Saipov was shot by police after crash-
ing his vehicle into a school bus.

Multiple news agencies have re-
ported that Saipov was living in Pater-
son and worked as an Uber driver.
The truck used in the attacks was
reportedly rented in New Jersey.

A note found at the scene allegedly
stated that Saipov carried out his at-
tack in the name of ISIS.

Saipov reportedly came to the
United States under the “Diversity
Visa” lottery.

News agencies also reported heavy
police activity at Saipov’s Paterson
apartment, a nearby mosque and
Home Depot.

Saipov currently is recovering from
his injuries at an undisclosed New
York City hospital.

Workshop to Focus
On Drawing Trees

SCOTCH PLAINS — Local artist
Sandra Cerchio is holding a series of
relaxed workshops for adults age 18
and over, each focusing on a different
aspect of drawing. The second work-
shop, “How to Draw a Tree,” will take
place tomorrow, Friday, November 3.

All workshops are held on Fridays
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Participants
are asked to bring their own pencils or
color pencils, erasers and sketch pad.

Pre-registration is required for this
event. For more information or to
register, visit scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Redevelopment
offices should be developed down-
town. Another 36 percent said the
township should develop a combi-
nation of townhomes, luxury apart-
ments of two to four stories, large
apartments or lofts of two to six
stories and apartments or lofts above
stores or offices.

Thomas Strowe, the township’s
project coordinator for redevelop-
ment, who oversaw the survey, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that he was “happy to see a great
level of participation” in the first of
several surveys as redevelopment
efforts move forward. He said the
survey results will aid the redevel-
opment committee in its work, a
view echoed by Mayor Smith, who
said the results “will help guide”
the committee and the township
council “as we prepare a redevelop-
ment plan.”
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BREAKING GROUND...Union County Freeholder Chairman Bruce H. Bergen,
Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados and Freeholders Linda Carter and Alexander
Mirabella join Union County Manager Alfred Faella, Deputy County Manager
Amy Wagner, Union County Parks and Recreation Director Ron Zuber and
Trailside Nature and Science Center Director Patricia Bertsch in breaking ground
on the Watchung Reservation Sensory Trail, the first of its kind in the county, that
will be accessible to all and allow residents to enjoy the natural surroundings at
the Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside.

Raritan Valley One-Seat
Rides Await Infrastructure
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday’s
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
(RVRC) meeting, RVRC Chairman
Peter Palmer provided updates from
a September 28 meeting with NJ
Transit. Mr. Palmer’s request to NJ
Transit to operate “one-seat rides”
during peak hours on the Raritan
Valley Line was rejected, due to lack
of sufficient infrastructure.

Mr. Palmer stated that New York
Penn Station has to be renovated to
allow for more “direct lines or rides”
during “peak hours.” Advocacy from
New Jersey residents to remain con-
sidered during the renovation pro-
cess is important, Mr. Palmer said.

“For over 15 years we have been
asking NJ Transit for a one-seat ride
originating on the Raritan Valley Line
during peak hours. It seems it will not
be possible until more tunnels are built
allowing for more lines heading into
New York Penn Station,” said RVRC
Vice-Chairman Thomas C. Jardim in a
phone conversation with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Mr. Jardim, of Westfield, said
Westfield commuters often will travel
to Rahway or Linden to connect with
a direct train line to New York Penn
Station.

“One-seat rides” are train rides leav-
ing Westfield and arriving in New
York Penn Station without commut-
ers having to change trains. One-seat
rides on the Raritan Valley Line pro-
vide a convenience to commuters,
reducing commute time while allow-

ing for more personal space, Mr.
Jardim said.

RVRC outreach coordinator
Mindy Scarlett stated that con-
cerned commuters and residents
should share the Facebook page,
sign available petitions, and make
others aware that “one-seat rides”
are needed.

“We should use public radio and
the newspapers. I don’t like Facebook
and you would not find me on there,”
said concerned resident Pamela
Orbach.

Realtor Mary Ellen O’Boyle said
the development projects underway
in many townships along the Raritan
Valley Line will increase commuters.
She estimated 5,000 extra residences
will be developed in the next five
years or so.

Ms. O’Boyle’s statements re-
garding increased commuter popu-
lations provide insight into the dis-
array added to an already hectic
commute for those leaving on
packed trains each morning from
Rahway or Linden.

“We meet quarterly with NJ Tran-
sit. After rush hour we did get the
one-seat rides for the line. How-
ever, NJ Transit has many limita-
tions with funding and an engineers
shortage,” Ms. O’Boyle said.

Ms. O’Boyle said Mr. Palmer “hit
it on the head” when he said even if
additional tracks were developed in
New Jersey or approved in the short
run, the available track space or mov-
ing parts in New York Penn Station
remain thus, making the situation a
bit complicated.

‘Level the Playing Field’
Grant Announced by County

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced “Level the Playing Field,” a
new grant program that provides fund-
ing for local playground upgrades that
enable children with disabilities to
enjoy healthy outdoor activities with
their families, friends and neighbors.

All 21 municipalities in Union
County are eligible to apply for the
program, which will provide a total of
$300,000 in grants through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund. The
grants can go to add accessible ele-
ments to existing playgrounds, or to
establish new playgrounds with ac-
cessible elements.

One recent highlight of accessibil-
ity improvements in county parks is
last year’s opening of the first fully
accessible playground in Union
County. Located in Mattano Park in
Elizabeth, the new playground fea-
tures a Merry-Go-All, Roller Slide,
Roller Table, Swing Seats and more.

The Freeholder Board also broke
ground October 20, for the construc-
tion of Union County’s first all-inclu-
sive Sensory Trial. The new 0.3 mile

loop in the Watchung Reservation in-
cludes a braille trail with rope guides
and nature-themed play structures
among other elements designed for the
enjoyment of all visitors to the park.

Applications for Level the Playing
Field were mailed to each of the 21
municipalities. The deadline for sub-
mission is Tuesday,  December 19.
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Four Seek Three
 Seats on Cranford BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Novice candidate
Rita Della Valle is seeking a position
on the Cranford Board of Education
because education is her “passion.”

Current members Kurt Petschow Jr.,
Lisa A. Carbone, Kristen Mallon and
Daniel DeMarco are running for re-
election.

Mr. DeMarco is running unopposed
for a one-year unexpired term, leaving
Ms. Della Valle, Mr. Petschow, Ms.
Carbone and Ms. Mallon competing
for three seats that offer three year
terms.

Ms. Della Valle told The Westfield
Leader and The Times her goals if she
is elected to the board include taking a
look at how the district is collaborating
with other districts and how the district
is creating a “collaborative environ-
ment” in Cranford schools, teacher to
teacher, student to student, teacher to
student and look at how the district is
collaborating on multiple levels.

Additionally, Ms. Della Valle com-
mented that she would like to take a
look at special education and “how we
are placing students in a least restric-
tive environment.”

PARCC readiness is also an area of
concern for Ms. Della Valle, who com-
mented that she would like to look at
PARCC scores from previous years
and figure out “how we can use that to
inform instruction.”

Ms. Della Valle told The Leader and
The Times, “Change in shift is impor-
tant to help us continue to progress,”
and stressed the idea of different voices
being heard on the board and different
perspectives being considered.

As a teacher who has been a school
setting for the last five years, Ms. Della
Valle describes herself as “being taught
by some of the best teachers out there.”

Pursuing a Doctorate in Education,
Ms. Della Valle said that “this is part of
my education and what I study, this is
what I do for a living this is my pas-
sion.”

“I think it’s important that we have
passionate people making challenging
decisions about our children,” Ms. Della
Valle further commented.

Ms. Della Valle has experience as a
special education and general educa-
tion teacher. She currently works as an
instructional coach in Newark Public
Schools, is a director of growth devel-
opment and partnership for Ignite
Greater Newark and has experience
working for Teach for America.

Other candidates running in the elec-
tion include current Board President
Kurt Petschow Jr., who has been on the
board for the last four years. Mr.

Petschow has three children who at-
tend schools in the district, has been a
resident of Cranford for the last 29
years and is an owner of a family busi-
ness that has been a part of Cranford for
almost 50 years.

Some of the things accomplished by
the board with Mr. Petschow at the
helm include upgrades to the district-
wide technology infrastructure and new
bathrooms, a snack stand and a multi-
purpose turf field at the Memorial Com-
plex completed in partnership with
community members.

Mr. Petschow relayed to The Leader,
“Looking to the future, I am confident
that given the continued opportunity,
myself and my fellow board members
will be able to build on the great foun-
dation that has made the Cranford Pub-
lic School District what it is today.”

Candidate and Board Vice-President
Lisa Carbone has been a board member
for the past three years and has served
as vice-president of the board for the
past two years.

Ms. Carbone, who has lived in
Cranford for the past eleven years, is a
mom to two children attending schools
in the district and has over 20 years of
corporate and small business experi-
ence.

Ms. Carbone said if she is re-elected
she looks forward to working closely
with the board and the community to
develop the new Strategic Plan. “I be-
lieve the plan should include the imple-
mentation of non-tuition full-day kin-
dergarten across the district,” she said.

“We should also continue to inte-
grate technology within our curricu-
lum and move closer to a 1:1 ratio
across the district with the continued
goal of personalized learning and in-
creased student achievement,” Ms.
Carbone said.

Candidate and incumbent board
member Kristen Mallon, a board mem-
ber since February 2016, has been a
Cranford resident for 23 years. She is a
stay-at-home parent and community
volunteer, has been involved with nu-
merous PTA and school-related activi-
ties as her three children have moved
through the schools in the district.

Ms. Mallon said if she is re-elected
she will work cooperatively with the
board to create a new strategic plan
“that will continue to move our school
district in a positive direction for the
next five years.”

Ms. Mallon further commented, “I
believe the district should continue to
focus on personalized learning, tech-
nology, security and the continued main-
tenance of our facilities.”

Polls on Tuesday, November 7, are
open from 6 a.m. from 8 p.m.

Board Discusses Timeline
For Redevelopment Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s plan-
ning board meeting, after both originally
scheduled applicants had their hearings
postponed, planning board members dis-
cussed a timeline for finalizing the Russo
Development I or Phase I site plan. Board
members received the Russo II (South
Avenue) site-plan ordinance introduced
at Tuesday’s council meeting for plan-
ning board review.

Russo Development is the developer
of Casale Properties on South Avenue.
Russo site I will have 298 units, of which
30 are designated as affordable housing.
Russo II will have 52 units, of which
eight will be affordable.

Planning Board Engineer Victor E.
Vinegra stated that the Russo I site plan
has not been completed, with site-plan
completion projected for about two weeks.

“My firm (Harbor Consultants) is work-
ing with their (Russo) engineer (perform-
ing or assisting) with calculations. We’re
working on parking issues; storm-sewer
water management analysis for the un-
derpass has not been sent to my office
yet,” said Mr. Vinegra.

Mr. Vinegra said Russo I walking paths
and landscape architecture layouts were
being finalized, having not been submit-
ted to his office. Mr. Vinegra said he was
working with traffic experts finalizing
detailed specifics before a final site plan
is presented and approved.

“This is months. They can’t satisfy a
checklist,” said board member William
Nierstedt.

Planning board member Kathleen
Villaggio said she wanted transparency
with a timeline for the residents’ behalf.

“People will show up on November 8
and we’re going to say, ‘sorry, we’re not
having it,’” said Ms. Villaggio.

Ms. Villaggio said the planning board
should be clear to the public on the date
when the new hearing on the finalized
Russo I site plan will be.

“This is the biggest application this
board has ever seen by five times, seen by
10 times; to review something of this
magnitude takes time,” Mr. Vinegra said.

Board Chairman Stephen Greet said the
borough council has placed the review
portion for South Avenue Redevelopment
(Russo II) in “our court,” noting the intro-
duction of an ordinance for the project.

“I would like you to review (the pro-
posed site plan) for November 8 with
probability for a vote that night,” said Mr.
Greet. The next scheduled planning board
meeting is Wednesday, November 8.

“The Russo II site plan has arrived here
(at the planning board). I thought it was
best served here at the planning board.
You guys are the planning experts,” plan-
ning board member and council liaison
Joseph Sarno said.

Mr. Sarno told planning board mem-
bers he is compelled to hear their com-
mentary and suggestions on the South
Avenue redevelopment based on a thor-
ough South Avenue site-plan review.

“I expect the planning board to be
prudently critical in reviewing the site
plan. I know they will look out for the
borough’s best interests using experi-
ence and foresight to project possible
downsides associated with the proposed

development’s aesthetics or logistics,”
Mr. Sarno told The Westfield Leader in
describing why he emphasized planning
board review before ordinance introduc-
tion to council the previous night.

In other business, applicants David and
Rose Conceicao, seeking an expansion of
non-conformity for a two-family dwelling in
a single-family residential zone, were granted
a postponed hearing on November 8.

Applicant DJB Holdings, LLC, 3 Lin-
coln Avenue, seeking site-plan approval
for parking lot improvements, was granted
a postponed hearing in January 2018.

Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign Continues
GARWOOD — The Garwood Mayor’s

Wellness Campaign continues its program
by hosting an Adult Wellness Program on
Thursday, November 9, at the Garwood
ShopRite. Victoria, the in-store dietitian,
will be leading the program. Topics will
include quick and easy meal prep tips,
healthy snacking, lower sugar options,
and eating on a budget. The program is
free of charge but registration is required.
This program is limited to 20 participants
who sign up at the store’s customer service
desk or by calling the store directly.

The second Mayor’s 3K Walk will
take place on Saturday, November 18,
beginning at noon. All residents are in-
vited to participate, regardless of age or
ability. Children are required to have a
parent or guardian accompany them. It is
a walk, not a competition, beginning at
Garwood Borough Hall, up Center Street
into Unami Park, and back again to Bor-
ough Hall. Participants can register for
the 3K walk at Borough Hall or by
emailing Mayor Charles Lombardo at
clombardo@garwood.org.
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Gemutlich – Agreeable; cheerful
2. Avenaceous – Belonging to, or hav-

ing the nature of oats
3. Langlauf – A cross-country ski run
4. Tivy – With great speed

DOTHIENENTERITIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Inflammation of the intestines; ty-

phoid fever
3. Inflammation of the spleen
4. Inflammation of the spinal column;

arthritis of the spine
DECAUDATE

1. To deprive of a tail
2. To pull back or retreat suddenly
3. To fade or erode
4. To pluck or remove the feathers

from an animal, such as geese
ASCHAM

1. A scam or a hoax
2. An eyepatch
3. A receptacle for archery implements
4. A sort of coarse canvas

ULULATION
1. Difficulty in the pronunciation of

the letter “l”
2. Howling or hooting
3. An awakening or rousing
4. An introductory remark or a fore-

word

Since 1992, We Have Watched Our
Property Taxes Rise 141 Percent

Pesticides Not Needed in County: The
Purple Martin Birds Eat Mosquitoes

Thank You, Dear Lady, for
Such An Act of Kindness

On October 27, I tripped on the
sidewalk on Central Avenue, almost
at the Broad Street light. It was right
on the side of the Rialto [theatre]. I
landed on my face and cut my eye.

I was shocked [when] I fell, knew I
was bleeding, afraid to look up, and I
was very angry about falling. A woman
stopped, offering me a tissue, went to
get me a glass of water, and stayed
there until police and EMS came.
Another man called the police. It was
a surreal moment. I ended up getting

several stitches around my brow and
a C-Scan.

I am not a social media person, so
this is my only way to reach out. I
called the police station and rescue
squad, but no one had her name [the
woman who helped me].

This woman was so kind, and it was
such an act of kindness – I just wanted
to say thank you to her. And, hoped I
could find out her name to properly
say thank you.

Robin Mellusi
Westfield

My family has resided in Scotch
Plains for almost 50 years. We have
been in our current home for the last 25
years. Since 1992, we have watched
our property taxes increase by 141
percent. Whenever our town fathers
are confronted with that increase, they
invariably seek to hide behind the fact
that the School tax is the main driver of
our tax bill. While that is a correct
statement, it ignores the fact that the
municipal portion of those taxes in-
creased by 139 percent. So, as retirees,
the impact the redevelopment of Scotch
Plains will have on our property taxes,
including the School tax, is of great
concern, as I suspect it must be for the
majority of our fellow residents,
whether are retired or not.

I attended the first town hall meet-
ing held at the high school regarding
the plans for the redevelopment. After
all of the presentations, it was obvious
to me that, given the eight-year time-
line for this effort, the path of least
resistance for the redevelopment of
downtown is for the use of the munici-
pal properties, including the munici-
pal building, the north-side fire house,
library, and municipal parking lots, in
Phase 1. As reported in the October
12, 2017 edition of your paper, Mayor
Alexander Smith confirmed those

properties to be the focus of the Down-
town Redevelopment Committee.

In your October 19, 2017 edition,
Mayor Smith is reported to have said
that he “hopes to have more to say
about plans” for the above munici-
pal properties by the end of this
month. I hope and trust he will ad-
dress the new location of those prop-
erties, who will pay for the demoli-
tion and construction of the new
buildings, what the expected costs
will be, and whether or not there will
be tax abatements for the develop-
ers. Furthermore, since the mayor
has indicated that he expects the
developers to move quickly, he must
know who they are and should dis-
close who they are.

As the downtown redevelopment is
moving forward and the mayor ex-
pects the redevelopment efforts to start
in the first half of 2018, it is time to go
on the record and provide specifics as
to how the funding will be provided,
the anticipated impact the redevelop-
ment will have on our property taxes,
and the location of the 25 acres slated
for rezoning. Clearly, at this stage of
the game, the committee must have a
handle on that information.

John Cirrito
Scotch Plains

As a former Cranford resident, I
thought of a way that Cranford,
Westfield, Garwood, Scotch Plains
and other Union County towns can
reduce or eliminate mosquitoes with-
out pesticides. The Purple Martin
birds I saw in my yard while I worked
in my gardens, from March through
July, ate the mosquitoes in Lakewood
and other Ocean County towns. My
neighbors and I had no problem with
mosquitoes this year.

Perhaps if Cranford doesn’t spray
pesticides again to prevent mosqui-
toes, the Purple Martin birds would
multiply.

Also, when I worked at Cranford
Public Library, I read a story about a
Miniature Schnauzer champion
showdog in Galilee, Israel, named
Archi Tozeret Ha’eretz. I used to think

his name was pronounced as “Archie,”
short for Archibald, but after I moved
from Cranford to Lakewood, I think
his owners pronounce his name as
“Arki,” a pet name to remind them of
Noah’s Ark. The breed was discov-
ered in Bavaria, Germany, in the
1800s. As a NJ Schnauzer Rescue
Club network member, our breed,
and other dog breeds survived, as
well as wolves and coyotes.

About the Purple Martin birds of
both genders and the wild ferrets
called Martens, let’s hope they sur-
vive, too, and I remember since child-
hood that my name, Martha, is femi-
nine for Martin, and the late Martin
Luther King and the late Martha Wash-
ington are American heroes.

Martha McLoughlin
Lakewood, N.J.

Election Factoids
Vote Nov. 7, 2017 Election Day

As of December 31, 2016 there
were 5,836,592 registered voters in
New Jersey including 2,520,657 un-
affiliated; 2,081,625 Democrats and
1,215,93 Republicans. There were a
total of 331,071 registered voters in
Union County including 147,428
Democrats; 134,109 unaffiliated and
48,484 Republicans. The largest con-
tingent of voters has zero elected of-
ficials.

NJ Senate is 40 Senators, who are
elected in a “2-4-4” cycle, represent-
ing districts with average populations
of 210,359 (2000 figures). There are
24 Dems; 16 GOP; zero Unaffiliated.

NJ Assembly is 80 members. Two
members are elected from each of
New Jersey’s 40 legislative districts
for a term of two years, each repre-
senting districts with average popula-
tions of 210,359. There are 52 Dems;
28 GOP; zero Unaffiliated.

Local Elected Officials Terms Up
for State Senate and Assembly (all
are up statewide)

District 21 pits incumbent Thomas
Kean, Jr. (R), Westfield versus Jill
Lazare (D), Summit; Assembly pits
incumbents (R) Jon Bramnick,
Westfield and Nancy Munoz, Sum-
mit versus Bruce Bergen (D), Spring-
field; Lacey Rzeszowski (D), Sum-
mit

State Senate District 22, Election
in Nov to pit incumbent (D) Nicholas
Scutari versus (R) Joseph Bonilla (R),
Clark State Assembly District 22, (D)
Green, Plainfield; Kennedy, Rahway;
Election in Nov to pit Gerald Green
(D); James Kennedy (D) versus Ri-
chard Fortunato (R), Scotch Plains;
John Quattrocchi, Clark

Union County Freeholders (3 of
9 seats) Freeholder Candidates
(Vote for 3, each 3 yrs., nine mem-
ber board) DEM Angel Estrada,
Eliz.; Christopher Hudak, Linden;
Angela Garretson, Hillside GOP
Patricia Quattrocchi, Clark; P. Mark
Martini, Westfield, Peter Lijoi, Sum-
mit

For County Sheriff DEM Peter
Corvelli, Kenilworth, and GOP Marc
Krauss, Springfield

Westfield Municipal Offices: In-
cumbent Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
(R) seeks re-election challenged by
newcomer, mayoral candidate Shelley

Brindle (D) WF incumbent Ward 1
Council Sam Della Fera (R) seeks re-
election challenged by newcomer
candidate Linda Habgood (D) WF
Ward 2 Council newcomer James
Corcoran (R) is challenged by new-
comer Michael Dardia (D) WF in-
cumbent Ward 3 Council David
Oliveira (R) seeks re-election chal-
lenged by newcomer candidate David
Contract (D) WF incumbent Ward 4
Council Keith Loughlin (R) seeks re-
election challenged by newcomer
candidate Dawn Mackey (D)

Mountainside Borough Council (2
of 6 seats up) Deanna Andre (R) and
Keith Turner (R) versus Carlos Gomez
(D) and Lauren Cook (D)

Cranford Committee (2 of 5 seats
up) CF (D) Patrick Giblin and Jean-
Albert Maisonneuve CF (R) Andis
Kalnins and Richard Buontempo

Fanwood Council (2 of 6 seats up)
(D) Russell Huegel and Anthony
Carter versus (R) Brian Walter

Garwood Borough Council (2 of 6
seats up) (D) Sara Todisco and Russ
Graham verus (R) Richard
McCormack and Michael Collings

Boards of Education, multiple seats
are up: Ed. consumes 60-65 percent
of property taxes plus 33 percent of
state taxes; further, pensions are $50
billion unfunded. State budget 2017
is about $35 billion. Candidates on
School Boards seats are up every-
where (Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood).

What is Party
Loyalty?

I am relatively new to politics.
That’s not to say that I haven’t been
engaged in an issue or expressed an
opinion; however, I had never before
volunteered for a campaign, can-
vassed for a candidate or placed a
sign on my lawn.

As an unaffiliated voter for most of
my life, I enjoyed the freedom of not
being beholden to any party. I freely
relished my independence, marching
into the voting booth and carefully
selecting the candidates who I thought
would do the best job. I was informed
and empowered, and I felt I was do-
ing my civic duty.

That’s why I truly don’t understand
when many people, who consider
themselves “party loyal” will not con-
sider attending an event or speaking to
a candidate of the opposite party. Per-
haps they see it as a betrayal of sorts.

During this election year, I’ve en-
joyed hearing the conversations and
sometimes disagreements that can go
on in a room where there are varying
points of view. It can be enlightening.

In my 28 years as a Westfield resi-
dent, I don’t ever remember seeing
the energy and passion that’s been put
forth during this campaign season.
Some might say it is a result of the
national election. Either way, it is a
good thing to be engaged and in-
formed and open-minded — regard-
less of party.

Maria Boyles
Westfield

‘Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject’

This Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time. Remem-
ber to fall back one hour at 2 a.m.

Muddled, countries around the world have different
policies and time changes. It can be confusing and its
energy savings are controversial. One of the better
justifications for current energy policies and one of our
favorite lines – “Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With Our Heads Full of the Subject” by Benjamin
Franklin.

A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving Time
has eluded civilization, and controversy exists whether
it actually saves energy, as Benjamin Franklin humor-
ously suggested in a letter to The Journal of Paris in
1784 – (Excerpts) “Messieurs, You often entertain us
with accounts of new discoveries.

Permit me to communicate to the public, through
your paper, one that has lately been made by myself, and
which I conceive may be of great utility… I was the
other evening in a grand company, where the new lamp
of Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was introduced, and
much admired for its splendour; but a general inquiry
was made, whether the oil it consumed was not in
proportion to the light it afforded, in which case there
would be no saving in the use of it… I went home, and
to bed, three or four hours after midnight, with my head
full of the subject. An accidental sudden noise waked
me about six in the morning, when I was surprised to
find my room filled with light; and I imagined at first,
that a number of those lamps had been brought into it;
but, rubbing my eyes, I perceived the light came in at the
windows.

I got up and looked out to see what might be the
occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising above the
horizon, from whence he poured his rays plentifully into
my chamber, my domestic having negligently omitted,
the preceding evening, to close the shutters… Your
readers, who with me have never seen any signs of
sunshine before noon, and seldom regard the astronomi-
cal part of the almanac, will be as much astonished as I
was, when they hear of his rising so early; and especially

when I assure them, that he gives light as soon as he
rises. I am convinced of this. I am certain of my fact. One
cannot be more certain of any fact. I saw it with my own
eyes. And, having repeated this observation the three
following mornings, I found always precisely the same
result….

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discovery
to others, I can easily perceive by their countenances,
though they forbear expressing it in words, that they do
not quite believe me. One, indeed, who is a learned
natural philosopher, has assured me that I must certainly
be mistaken as to the circumstance of the light coming
into my room; for it being well known, as he says, that
there could be no light abroad at that hour, it follows that
none could enter from without; and that of consequence,
my windows being accidentally left open, instead of
letting in the light, had only served to let out the
darkness; and he used many ingenious arguments to
show me how I might, by that means, have been de-
ceived. I owned that he puzzled me a little, but he did not
satisfy me; and the subsequent observations I made, as
above mentioned, confirmed me in my first opinion…
This event has given rise in my mind to several serious
and important reflections. I considered that, if I had not
been awakened so early in the morning, I should have
slept six hours longer by the light of the sun, and in
exchange have lived six hours the following night by
candle-light; and, the latter being a much more expen-
sive light than the former, my love of economy induced
me to muster up what little arithmetic I was master of,
and to make some calculations, which I shall give you,
after observing that utility is, in my opinion the test of
value in matters of invention, and that a discovery which
can be applied to no use, or is not good for something,
is good for nothing… I say it is impossible that so
sensible a people, under such circumstances, should
have lived so long by the smoky, unwholesome, and
enormously expensive light of candles, if they had
really known, that they might have had as much pure
light of the sun for nothing. A Subscriber.”

Thanks to All Who Participated
In Election Process This Year

This year, public input has been prolific and spir-
ited, more so than any local election in our memory.
We published more than 200 letters since Labor Day.
The campaign season has been mostly positive.

It is a great privilege for us to work with the leaders
and officials of our towns, the county, the state and
members of Congress.

During campaign time, or “silly season,” as we
call it, it’s particularly invigorating and exciting – a
time of the year that we always look forward to. The
candidates for office are excellent, impassioned and
dedicated. And this year was no different.

Our society is fortunate that there are such fine
individuals willing to seek public office, to put it all
on the line and to serve if they win. Half of them also
must deal with the reality of losing. In that regard, we
hope those not successful will continue to stay active
in our communities.

Each candidate is supported by a host of campaign
workers, volunteers and many others. Many at the

local level are volunteers who put in long hours. As
we near election eve, everyone is drained, as they
have given their all.

Now it’s everyone’s turn to do their job by voting
on Tuesday, November 7. Polls are open from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

As is our tradition, from September to the present,
we published articles by the candidates each week so
that they could express their views to you in writing
on important issues. We made the space available for
every candidate, and many have participated in
order to reach you, the voter. Those candidates who
wrote to you have spent considerable time and
thought in composing their messages. We’ve found
their writings to be important and we hope you’ve
been reading their submittals.

This week’s edition summarizes the candidates’
information for your deliberation, including biogra-
phies and final statements. You can access all that
has been said previously at www.goleader.com.

URBAN RENEWAL...The construc-
tion site on South Avenue and Cross-
way Place one day in early October by
Susan and Rick Debbie.

When You
Want Results–

Use 
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads

Inexpensive
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PAID FOR BY RE-ELECT SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, MARIELLA FOLEY, TREASURER, 241 NORTH AVE. WEST, SUITE 300, WESTFIELD NJ 07090

Why I’m seeking another term as your Mayor...
It’s an honor to serve this great town. My public service began over 14 years ago – first by 
getting involved with volunteer town boards, then as the elected council representative for the 
3rd ward, and now as Mayor. Most importantly, it’s provided me the opportunity to meet and 
know so many of you, and help make our community even better.

I’ve always said that we all belong to the “Party of Westfield.” At a time when national politics 
are dividing us, I look at the things that bring us all together. From our volunteer coaches 
on a Saturday morning to events throughout the year, we’re all neighbors who want the very 
best for our families and our community. That’s how I’ve always approached this job.

Over the years, we’ve swiftly handled a number of major challenges facing Westfield – including the 
Great Recession, impacts to our budget as a result of the 2% property cap and drastic State Aid cuts, 
and emergencies like Hurricane Irene, the Autumn ice storm, and Superstorm Sandy, to name a few. 

Additionally, Westfield has been recognized by others as one of the best at managing taxpayer 
dollars, home to the best downtown in New Jersey, and one of the safest communities in America. 
Our property values are also up 17% since 2010. We’ve also successfully and responsibly managed 
growth and development within Court-ordered affordable housing requirements, to protect our 
small-town feel. And, the improvements to our public safety system and upgrades to our pools, parks 
and recreation facilities keeps us moving forward. It’s this record of accomplishment that has drawn 
so many new neighbors to Westfield.  

I’m ready and eager to finish the job we’ve started, including:

✓ Completing the Mindowaskin Park 2018 initiative, including new plantings, new pathways, 
and a new state of the art playground for children of all abilities.

✓ Continuing implementation of the Mayors Downtown Task Force Recommendations  
to support our business community

✓ Finalizing plans and beginning upgrades to Tamaques Park and its facilities.

✓ Continuing the top-flight fiscal management of your tax dollars that led to 
independent experts giving us the highest possible bond rating.

✓ Delivering peak-hour one seat rides to Manhattan on the Raritan Valley line  
by working with our state legislators and NJ Transit.

My wife Debbie and I are so grateful for the opportunity and trust you’ve given 
me to serve as your Mayor. I hope I can count on your vote again this Tuesday. 

— Andy Skibitsky

VOTE THIS TUESDAY | 6am-8pm | Learn More: Andy2017.com

››  “Best Downtown Shopping 
Destination in New Jersey”

››  3rd Best Place to Live in New Jersey

››  Property Values up 17% since 2010

››  Named the 30th Safest City in the U.S.
  Westfield has enhanced public safety with the hiring of additional police, 

firemen, new equipment and training to keep our community safe

››  One of the best towns in New Jersey 
at managing tax dollars, according 
to independent financial experts 

  Westfield has not only kept budgets under the 2% property tax 
cap, we’ve also earned the highest possible bond rating by S&P — 
something only 3% of towns have earned.
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Michelle “Shelley” Brindle (D)
Michelle Brindle (known to ev-

eryone as Shelley), a 23-year resi-
dent of Westfield, is the first woman
in the executive suite at HBO. She
led the company through its digital
transformation to achieve the best
subscriber performance in three de-
cades.

 Ms. Brindle is also a global am-
bassador for Vital Voices, an orga-
nization which mentors emerging
women leaders; a founding member
of Plum Alley Investments, which
supports female-founded compa-
nies; and a member of the board of
the Westfield Day Care Center.

She left HBO last year to pursue
work in the non-profit and public
service sectors.

She holds a bachelor of arts de-
gree from the University of Vir-
ginia. She is the founder of Brindle
& Associates, a media and leader-
ship consulting firm.

Her husband, Kip, served on the
Roosevelt PTO, as president of the
Washington School PTO and as a
Cub Scout pack leader. He is cur-
rently a WBA basketball coach and
member of the Westfield School
Boosters Association. She and Kip
have three children: Grace, a
Westfield High School (WHS)
graduate; Nora, a student at WHS;
and Nick, a student at Roosevelt
Intermediate School.

Andrew K. Skibitsky (R)
Born and raised in New Jersey,

Andrew K. “Andy” Skibitsky gradu-
ated cum laude with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Marketing from
Rider University and is employed
as a long-term sales and marketing
director for Merck’s animal health
division. He has been married to his
wife, Debbie, for 30 years and to-
gether they have raised four chil-
dren, all of whom attended and
graduated from Westfield public
schools. From his long history of
volunteerism in the community, with
a special interest in coaching and
raising money for juvenile diabe-
tes, Andy developed a passion for
public service.

Elected as a 3rd Ward Council
representative in 2002, Mr.
Skibitsky served as the chairman of
the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee and the
Public Works Committee. In June
of 2005, when the then mayor re-
signed due to relocation, Mr.
Skibitsky completed the mayor’s un-
expired term. He was first elected
mayor later that year and has served
ever since.

In addition to his family and may-
oral duties, Mr. Skibitsky enjoys all
sports, reading, shopping and eat-
ing in the Downtown, visiting the
Jersey shore, and taking long walks
around Westfield with his German
Shepherd, Heidi.

Sam Della Fera (R)
Sam Della Fera and his family have

been residents of Westfield and the
First Ward since 1996. Sam and his
wife, Sheryl, are the parents of
Stephen, a Westfield High School
graduate and now a rising senior at
The Pennsylvania State University,
and Samantha, who is a senior at
Westfield High School and will be
attending the University of Michigan
this fall. Sam and his family are pa-
rishioners of Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in town.

The son of immigrants and the first
in his family to attend college, Mr.
Della Fera graduated in 1989 from
The Pennsylvania State University with
a BA in Political Science and a minor
in Business, and in 1992 from the
Rutgers University School of Law. He
has been an attorney in private prac-
tice for nearly 25 years. Before his
election to the Council in 2009, Mr.
Della Fera volunteered as a youth soc-
cer and baseball coach for seven years.

 On Council, he has served as a
member (and chairman from 2011
through 2016) of the Finance Policy
Committee, which oversees the de-
velopment of the town’s budget. He
presently chairs the council’s Code
Review and Town Property (“CRTP”)
Committee, on which he has been a
member since first elected, and is
also a voting member of the Westfield
Planning Board and the board of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Linda Habgood (D)
Since moving to Westfield in 2000,

Linda Habgood has been co-head of
the Citizens Action Committee that
advocated for the centralized kinder-
garten bond that enabled the creation
of Lincoln School in 2005. She has
served in a wide variety of leadership
positions, including finance chair-
woman of the Presbyterian Nursery
School and kindergarten board,
fundraising chairwoman of the
Westfield High School PTSO, and was
a two-time producer of the Washing-
ton School Show. She is also a Board
Member and active fundraiser for the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

Ms. Habgood is the co-owner of a
financial advisory business that fa-
cilitates foreign direct investment in
healthcare, clean power, education,
start-ups, telecommunications, and in-
frastructure around the world. Her
knack for structured finance and prob-
lem-solving have enabled her com-
pany to close more than $11 billion in
transactions for 1,000-plus clients.
She holds a bachelor’s degree (Presi-
dential Scholar) from The College of
William and Mary and an MBA from
the Wharton School of Business.

She and her husband, Gary
Zanfagna, have two sons at Westfield
High School (WHS): Phil, who is
Linda’s campaign manager, is a se-
nior, and Andrew, who is a sopho-
more. They all are active members of
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Michael Dardia (D)
A 14-year resident of Westfield and

the father of two boys with his wife,
Meredith, Michael Dardia has coached
Westfield Youth Lacrosse for the past
seven years, and he plays middle and
goalie for Westfield’s Men’s Lacrosse
Program (aka Team 135).

Off the field, Mr. Dardia is a volun-
teer for several organizations includ-
ing a Bergen County chapter of the
American Diabetes Association where
he is a team leader, the Cancer Foun-
dation “STOMP the Monster” and the
Jewish Family Services Food Pantry.

Mr. Dardia has had a 20-year career
in healthcare management. He recently
founded his own business, Trifecta
Health Consulting, LLC. He also serves
as the vice-president of operations for
Partners In Care, Corp., a company
focused on improving the delivery of
care for independent physician prac-
tices throughout New Jersey.

Michael and Meredith’s eldest son,
Theo, is a sophomore at Westfield
High School, where he wrestles and
plays goalie for the lacrosse team;
Beckett is a freshman who plays full-
back for the football team and is a
lacrosse defenseman. Mr. Dardia re-
ceived his undergraduate degree in
communications from Ithaca College
and a Master’s degree in Public Ad-
ministration from Kean University.
Aside from lacrosse, he enjoys ski-
ing, mountain biking and traveling
the world with his family.

James Corcoran (R)
Having grown up in Westfield,

James Corcoran is a graduate of
Franklin Elementary School,
Roosevelt Middle School and
Westfield High School (WHS). He
played sports throughout his youth
and as tri captain led the WHS soc-
cer team to state and county champi-
onships. Today, he coaches his
daughters’ soccer and softball teams;
additionally, he has coached and
trained top youth players from all
over this state.

He earned a four-year full athletic
scholarship to Villanova University. At
Villanova, he met his wife, Connie,
who grew up in Mountainside. She is
PTO co-president at a pre-school in
town, a CCD teacher for St. Helen’s
Parish, a member of the Tuesday Club,
and is working towards creating a
Villanova alumni chapter here. The
couple are the parents of four girls.

Professionally, Mr. Corcoran is a
senior vice-president in real estate
finance. He has led teams that strate-
gically brought real estate compa-
nies and entities to financial stability
through acquisitions, start-ups and
organic growth.

He has a thorough understanding
of the factors that impact real estate
markets and the competency that is
needed to drive decision making in
the economic climate.

Westfield Mayoral Candidates (4-yr. Terms); Town Council Candidates, Wards 1-2, 4-year Terms
Mayor: Michelle Brindle (D), Andrew Skibitsky (R); Council: Linda Habgood (D), Sam Della Fera (R), Ward 1; Michael Dardia (D), Jim Corcoran (R), Ward 2

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090

GUARDIAN OF 
SMALL BUSINESS

OFFICE TITLE

Members of 
General Assembly

2 Year Term

            JON
 BRAMNICK

Vote this Tuesday, November 7th | 6am-8pm

DEFENDER OF 
THE TAXPAYER 

AWARD
– AFP-NJ

Common Sense Leadership, 
Delivering for Taxpayers

WESTFIELD BIOS CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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THE CHOICE IS CLEAR.

YOU DECIDE.

Column A Column B
Union County

Democrats
Union County
Republicans

• Higher Suburban Property Taxes

• Higher Income Taxes

• More High Density Housing

• More Control from Trenton

• Lower Suburban Property Taxes

• Lower Income Taxes

• Less High Density Housing

• More Local Control

Paid for by Republican Committee of Union County, James Ulrich, Treasurer, 425 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-ROOFING

RoofingOnlyLLC.com • Info@RoofingOnlyLLC.com • LIC #13VH09676200 • PO Box 2381 • Westfield, NJ 07090

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured!
SPECIALIZED IN ALL TYPES

OF ROOFING
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR

ROOFING NEEDS FREE Estimates • Fully Insured 

ROOFINGONLYLLC.com

Cranford Township Committee Candidates (3-yr. Terms), Vote for 2
Patrick Giblin (D),  Jean-Albert Maisonneuve (D), Andis Kalnins (R), Richard Buontempo (R)

Patrick Giblin (D)
Patrick Giblin and his wife, Tara,

have three young children in the Cran-
ford School System. He has been a
coach with Cranford basketball, base-
ball and soccer youth teams, and cur-
rently serves as a Den Leader

Patrick is vice-president at a finan-
cial services firm. He holds the certi-
fied financial planner designation and
has a Bachelor of Science degree in
Finance from Villanova University,
and an MBA from Fordham
University’s Graduate School of Busi-
ness Administration.

He has served on the township com-
mittee since November of 2015, cur-
rently serving as deputy mayor and
commissioner of public safety.

Jean-Albert Maisonneuve (D)
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve and his

wife, Lockey, have two children in the
Cranford schools.

Mr. Maisonneuve is currently in
his second stint as a board member
of the Downtown Management Cor-
poration. He has also been a coach
within the Cranford Soccer youth
programs.

Mr. Maisonneuve is head of mar-
keting and communications for a glo-
bal financial technology company,
and has a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Business from Rowan Uni-
versity.

Mr. Maisonneuve has also won sev-
eral national awards for his work in
marketing and advertising.

Andis Kalnins (R)
Andis Kalnins is senior manager of

global government management cen-
ter for Verizon. He has a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil Engineering
from the New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology and a MBA from Montclair
University in Management Informa-
tion Systems. He was first elected to
the Cranford Township Committee in
2011, and served as mayor in 2014,
2015 and 2016. He is currently the
commissioner of finance.

Mr.  Kalnins and his wife, Joanne,
have made Cranford their home for 16
years. He is currently serving his sixth
year on the Cranford Township Com-
mittee. He was appointed as mayor
for 2014, 2015 and 2016 by his col-
leagues. He previously served on the
Zoning Board of Adjustment and has
been active with Cranford Chamber
of Commerce, serving as a director.

A licensed professional Engineer,
he received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Civil Engineering from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
and his MBA from Montclair State
University. He has worked in con-
struction management, as an engineer
and strategic planner for Verizon with
the current title of senior manager of
the global government management
center. He has been an active commu-
nity volunteer through the Cranford
Jaycees, Cranford sports programs and
a number of civic organizations.

Richard Buontempo (R)
Richard Buontempo is a life-long

Cranford resident. He is a graduate
of the Cranford public schools.

Mr. Buontempo has been mar-
ried for 19 years to Margaret Mary
Krako [Meg], and is the father of
four children: Jack, Madison, An-
drew and Christian, who are also
currently attending Cranford pub-
lic schools.

Mr. Buontempo is a graduate of
Old Dominion University in Nor-
folk, Va., where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in history. He is a
1987 graduate of Cranford High
School.

He is a mortgage sales manager
at M&T Bank in Short Hills.

County Sheriff (3-yr. Term), Vote for 1

Peter Corvelli (D)
Peter Corvelli is a resident of

Kenilworth where he also serves as a
borough Councilman. He has more
than 23 years of law enforcement
experience to his current position as
assistant director of the Union
County Department of Correctional
Services.

As assistant director, Mr. Corvelli
reports to the director of the depart-
ment, and assists in the overall manage-
ment of the Union County jail, which
houses more than 600 inmates daily.
Mr. Corvelli also served previously as
the director of custody of the county’s
juvenile detention center. Prior to join-
ing Union County, Mr. Corvelli had a
career spanning three decades with the
Hillside Police Department prior to
retiring in 2016 as a sergeant.

As Sergeant, Mr. Corvelli was re-
sponsible for the supervision of pa-
trolmen and dispatchers for Hillside.
Prior to that, he served as a township
detective for seven years, which in-
cluded a stint as a member of the
Union/Essex Auto Theft task force.
Before he was promoted, he worked
as a township police patrolman for 12
years. He was also as a corrections
officer at the East Jersey State Prison
(formerly known as Rahway State
Prison) before he became a police
officer in Hillside.

Mr. Corvelli has served more than
seven years on the Kenilworth Borough
Council, and was first elected in 2006.

Marc A. Krauss (R)
After serving in the military for 21

years on active duty and two tours in
Iraq, Mr. Krauss chose to call Spring-
field in Union County his home in
2008. For him serving his commu-
nity is a natural extension from his
service to our country.

In the Army, he held multiple key
leadership positions, from battery
commander, platoon leader, brigade
and battalion logistics officer and
transportation officer.

In 2009, Mr. Krauss was elected to
the Township of Springfield Com-
mittee, where he served from 2010
to 2012. He chaired multiple sub-
committees on public safety, finance,
administration and public works. He
also served as the chairman of the
Board of Health and on the planning
and zoning boards.

As a retired Army officer, he has
served four years continuously on
Congressman Leonard Lance’s Acad-
emy Review Board, where he inter-
views some of the finest young men
and women within the 7th Congres-
sional District who desire to attend
one of the military service academies.

Mr. Krauss works as subject mat-
ter expert on conventional ammuni-
tion for the U.S. Marine Corps at
Picatinny Arsenal in Dover, NJ.

He resides in Springfield, with wife,
Julie, and their two children ,where he
actively coaches their soccer teams.

Election Day is Tuesday, November 7.
Polls are Open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

CAND. BIOS CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Kim Guadagno (R)
For Governor

Kim Guadagno was born to Patricia
and Charles McFadden in Waterloo,
Iowa as the middle of five children.
Because of her father’s job in sales,
she lived in more than a dozen places
before going to college.

Ms. Guadagno attended high school
in Michigan and earned a political
science degree from Ursinus College
in Pennsylvania.

After graduating cum laude in 1983
from American University Washing-
ton College of Law, she took a job as
a federal law clerk in New York City
and later worked litigation cases at a
private law firm. In 1988, she joined
the United States Organized Crime
Strike Force. She later rose to the
position of an assistant United States
Attorney for the District of New Jer-
sey in Newark, where she busted cor-
rupt politicians. From 1999 to 2001,
she served as assistant attorney gen-
eral for the State of New Jersey re-
sponsible for statewide criminal in-
vestigations and oversight of 300
prosecutors and investigators.

In 2005, she was elected as a com-
missioner in the Borough of
Monmouth Beach. In 2007, she be-
came the first woman elected sheriff
in Monmouth County’s history, and
led the 650-member, $65-million law
enforcement agency. In 2010, she was
sworn in as New Jersey’s first Lieu-
tenant Governor and 33rd Secretary
of State, and was re-elected in 2013.

Ms. Guadagno met her husband,
Mike, while working at the United
States Organized Crime Strike Force
in Brooklyn. They married and moved
to Monmouth County in 1991. The
Guadagnos’ oldest son, Kevin, is a
second lieutenant in the United States
Air Force having graduated from the
Air Force Academy in 2015. Her sec-
ond son, Michael, is a junior at
Dartmouth College in New Hamp-
shire and her youngest son, Ander-
son, is a sophomore in high school.

New Jersey Governor/Lt. Governor, 4-yr. Terms

Carlos Rendo (R)
For Lieutenant Governor

Carlos Rendo was born in Sagua
La Grande, Cuba in 1964 and fled the
communist nation for the United
States with his family as a young boy.
He first arrived in Miami, Fla. and
then settled in Union City, NJ.

His father worked as a janitor and
his mother worked on a factory as-
sembly line of the International La-
dies Garment Workers Union.

He attended public schools in Union
City, and worked summers loading
trucks to make extra money to sup-
port his family. He became the first in
his family to attend college, graduat-
ing from Rutgers University in New
Brunswick with a degree in political
science and Temple University Law
School in Philadelphia.

In 1996, Mr. Rendo moved to West
New York and worked as the city’s
planning board attorney, where he
helped guide the community through
a complex $800-million waterfront
redevelopment project. He married
his wife, Michelle, in 1997, and moved
to Woodcliff Lake in 2000, to raise a
family. Today, he is a partner in the
North Jersey law firm of Mulkay and
Rendo, P.C., where he specializes in
family and immigration law.

Mr. Rendo became an American
citizen in 1984.

In 2013, he was elected to the
Woodcliff Lake Borough Council, and
rose to council president in 2015. In
2016, he became the first Latino elected
mayor in Woodcliff Lake’s history.

Carlos and his wife, Michelle, re-
side in Woodcliff Lake with their
three children, Christian, 15, Daniel,
13, and Sophia, 8.

Phil Murphy (D)
For Governor

Phil Murphy is a former U.S. am-
bassador to Germany, former finance
chairman of the Democratic National
Committee, and spent 23 years as an
executive at Wall Street banking firm
Goldman Sachs.

He was born and raised in the Bos-
ton metropolitan area, growing up in
Needham, Mass.

His mom was a secretary, and his
dad never graduated high school and
took any job he thought could help
him support his family — even work-
ing as a paid pallbearer. Phil’s first
job at 13 was washing dishes in a
local diner.

Phil put himself through Harvard
University on loans and part-time
jobs, earning a degree in econom-
ics.

After earning a graduate degree
at the Wharton School at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, he was
hired by Goldman Sachs and even-
tually worked his way up from the
bottom to lead the international busi-
ness.

Nationally, he served on the board
of the NAACP, the world’s oldest
civil rights organization. In New Jer-
sey, he’s helped lead local charities to
support troubled teens and domestic
abuse survivors.

Mr. Murphy also helped start The
New Start Career Network, which
provides free, personalized assistance
to New Jersey residents, age 45 and
over, who have been unemployed for
six months or more.

He served as finance chairman of
the Democratic National Committee,
helping to elect Barack Obama presi-
dent. Phil worked with Howard Dean
on the 50-state strategy that rebuilt
the Democratic Party from the
grassroots up.

Phil and his wife, Tammy, live in
Middletown, Monmouth County, and
are the parents of Josh, Emma,
Charlie, and Sam.

Sheila Oliver (D)
For Lieutenant Governor

A Newark native and  East Orange
resident, Sheila Oliver attended the
Newark Public School System, gradu-
ating from Weequahic High School.
She went on to Lincoln University in
Pennsylvania, earning a bachelor’s
degree, cum laude in Sociology, then
obtained a Master of Science Degree
from Columbia University in New
York in Community Organization,
Planning and Administration.

She started in municipal govern-
ment, serving as the director of the
Office of Youth Services and Special
Projects for the City of Newark, within
the Mayor’s Office of Employment
and Training. She went on to become
the development director for The
Newark Literacy Campaign, while
working at Caldwell College as coor-
dinator of career guidance within the
Educational Opportunity Fund Pro-
gram.

For several years, Ms. Oliver
worked on several college campuses,
teaching classes in Achievement Mo-
tivation, Non-Profit Management, and
Pre-College Preparation. She also
served as the director of the Essex
County Division of Community Ac-
tion, an anti-poverty initiative.

In 1996, she became an Essex
County Freeholder, and served on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders until
1999. In 2000, she became the assis-
tant county administrator in Essex
County, a position she continues to
hold today.She has held membership
in the Women’s Political Caucus of
NJ, the NAACP and the Urban
League.

In 2003, Ms. Oliver was elected to
the New Jersey General Assembly. She
became the second woman in New
Jersey’s 300-year history to serve as
speaker in 2010, but New Jersey’s first
African-American woman Assembly
Speaker. This made her the second
African-American woman in the United
States to lead a legislative house.

 State Senate, 4-Year Term
Jill LaZare (D), Tom Kean, Jr. (R)

Jill LaZare (D)
Jill LaZare is a Summit resident

and member of the Summit Demo-
cratic Committee.

A lifelong resident of New Jersey,
she was born and raised down the
shore. Jill, her husband and children
have called Union County home for
nearly 20 years. She attended the
New England Conservatory of Music
in Boston for piano and studied abroad
in Vienna. She received her law de-
gree from Rutgers University. Her
law practice where she focuses on
commercial and family matters is lo-
cated in Summit.

Ms. LaZare is a lifelong Democrat
and got her political start going door-
to-door for George McGovern in
1972. In 2000, she served as the New
York State Business Leaders Coordi-
nator for the presidential campaign of
Al Gore. She has also has attended
national democratic conventions.

Five years ago, tragedy struck the
LaZare family when her daughter,
Brooke, died from a drug overdose
just three days shy of her 24th birth-
day. Managing this loss with the as-
sistance of countless family and
friends, Ms. LaZare directed her pain
towards becoming an advocate to
prevent this tragedy from afflicting
other New Jersey families. Travel-
ing to Trenton to meet with countless
legislators, she became an instru-
mental player in the passage of the
bi-partisan ‘Good Samaritan/Drug
Overdose’ legislation that restruc-
tures New Jersey’s drug overdose
laws and encourages reporting of
overdoses so victims don’t end up
dead.

Dawn Mackey
for Ward 4

Michael Dardia
for Ward 2

David Contract
for Ward 3

Linda Habgood
for Ward 1

Shelley Brindle
for Mayor

Ready to Work for Westfield

Paid for by the Westfield Democratic Committee, 956 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield, NJ 07090

Learn more about our team at togetherWestfield .com

NOVEMBER 7VOTE 
TogetherWestfield

Tom Kean, Jr. (R)
The grandson of former U.S. Rep-

resentative Robert Winthrop Kean
and son of former Governor Thomas
H. Kean Sr., Tom Kean, Jr. is con-
tinuing a family legacy of dedicated
public service to New Jersey. He has
also served as both a volunteer
firefighter and emergency medical
technician.

His career in the New Jersey Leg-
islature began in the General Assem-
bly in 2001 when he was appointed to
fill a vacancy. He moved up to the
Senate in 2003.

He currently serves Senate minor-
ity leader and is a member of the
Senate Higher Education, Senate
Commerce and Legislative Oversight
committees. He is also the Senate
appointee to the New Jersey Council
on the Arts, the New Jersey Israel
Commission and the New Jersey
Amistad Commission.

While serving in the Assembly he
was chairman of the Republican
Policy Committee and vice-chairman
of the Assembly State Government
Committee. In 2004, Mr. Kean was
unanimously elected as Senate mi-
nority whip. He has served as the
Senate minority leader since 2008.

Mr. Kean is a graduate of Dartmouth
College where he earned his degree
in history. He is currently completing
his doctoral dissertation in interna-
tional relations at Tuft’s University –
The Fletcher School of Law and Di-
plomacy, where he also received his
M.A.L.D. and was employed as a
graduate school instructor.

He lives in Westfield with his wife,
Rhonda, and their two daughters.

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
Means PLUS BUSINESS

for YOU!

See More Candidate Information
on Pages 13, 22-27, and 6-7.
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

wwww.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Great Music,  

No Cover Charge! 
Free Music at the Library... 

The Westfield Memorial Library, of course 

Here's to the first decade of the Grammy Awards! Professional vocal-
ist Stan Edwards will perform songs sung by the great singers of that 

period from Doris Day, Tony Bennett, Louie Armstrong, Ella Fitzger-
ald, Louie Prima to Keely Smith. You'll hear great, award-winning 

songs such as “Volaire,” “Mack the Knife,” “I Left My Heart in San 

Francisco” and “People.” Stan is a long-time professional vocalist 
who has sung at the Village Gate with Dorothy Fields, and Cy Cole-

man, and has performed in multiple venues such as Frank Sinatra's 

Fountainbleu to the Gas Light Club and Tavern on the Green, as well 
as a tour with the Tommy Dorsey Band. Don’t miss his stellar show! 

Tribute to the Grammys  

with Stan Edwards  
Wednesday, November 8 at 7 pm 

Admission Information Session:

SCHOOL 

THE 
WARDLAW + HARTRIDGE

Saturday, November 18 @ 9:15 a.m.

Ad i i I f ti S iAd i i I f ti S i

Preparing innovative, intellectual, pioneering thinkers

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college preparatory school

i i ll l i ipioneerinovative intellectual pioneeringnnoovaatiiivee iiintellllectctctuall piiioneeriiing

Register online at WHschool.org/rsvp             

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155 

Do It Now!
Subscribe ...
To Serve You.

Easily done online at:
www.goleader.com/subscribe

Thank You for
Your Support!

By Check, please cut out and mail this coupon.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($36) - Two years ($68) Three years ($99)

First Name:

Last Name:

Street Addr:

City: State: Zip Code:

Tel: Email:

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

GIVING THANKS...At their first meeting of the school year, Westfield High
School Key Club members write thank you notes to veterans. This community
service minded club that is sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield
discussed upcoming visits to nursing homes and the food bank in Hillside at the
October 24 meeting. The 92 notes of appreciation will be delivered to the Home for
New Jersey Veterans in Menlo Park in time for Veterans Day.

ALWAYS REMEMBER...Students Evergreen Elementary School commemo-
rate 911 on the 16th anniversary.Minerals, Gems to be

Displayed at Trailside Center

SP-F BOE Honors
Newly Tenured Teachers

 Kuhn Takes Part In
Officers Training School

WESTFIELD – Navy and Marine
Corps midshipmen from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Naval Reserve Of-
ficers Training Corps (NROTC) par-
ticipated in summer training assign-
ments across the globe during their
summer break. Thirty-six midship-
men experienced life in various com-
munities of the Navy and Marine
Corps, ranging from submarines to
aviation squadrons to participation in
Marine Corps Officer Candidates
School.

Among them was Daniel Kuhn of
Westfield, a marine option rising se-
nior who participated in Officer Can-
didates School, a six-week program
held in Quantico, Va. During the chal-
lenging course, Marine officer candi-
dates are evaluated on their moral,
mental and physical strength as well
as their aptitude for leadership. This
year, eight Wisconsin midshipmen
successfully completed the United
States Marine Corps’ Officer Candi-
date School.

Sarah Kasko Receives
Scholarshp for Longwood

FARMVILLE, Va. – Sarah Kasko
of Westfield, a student at Longwood
University is the recipient of the
2017-2018 SNVC Undergraduate
Scholarship for $1,000.

Leadership is a trait that has been
inherent in Sarah since she was a
little girl.  She began giving of her-
self as a member of the Girl Scouts
in the first grade. Participating in
service projects for over eleven
years had set the stage for her to
continue sharing her talents during
her years at Longwood.

After two service trips to assists
victims of natural disaster relief
from severe flooding, Sarah states

in her essay that she knew, “there
was no way I could go away to
college and not participate in lead-
ership roles or community service.”
She had initiated the “End in Mind”
to make a difference as a transi-
tional person to impact change dur-
ing her time at the university.

Prior to the start as a student at
Longwood, she contacted the cross
country coach to ask to be consid-
ered as a team manager. The coach
was quite impressed and immedi-
ately offered her this role. This is no
small commitment since it required
waking up at 5:30 a.m. to facilitate
practice and meets.

Sarah also serves as a resident
assistant to over 30 first year stu-
dents at Longwood.  She offers them
not only guidance on the practices
and policies of the university, but
also valuable insights on how to get
the most out of the college experi-
ence through involvement.

She was recently inducted to Al-
pha Phi Omega, a National Service
Fraternity were she currently par-
ticipates in 35 hours of service each
semester. Even during summer
break she continues to assist others
as a counselor at a camp for chil-
dren with special needs. Sarah’s
personal goal is to “be a better per-
son every day.”

Although she has not participated
in “The 7 Habits of High Effective
People” training offered by the
SNVC Institute, she has demon-
strated the qualities and principles
of the program.  Sarah takes re-
sponsibility for her personal para-
digms to create positive change in
all she does, not only for herself,
but with all others with whom she
has contact.  She strives to be a
positive role model to all.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On October
12, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education honored twenty-two teach-
ers and three administrators for having
attained tenured.

The following teachers and adminis-
trators were recognized: Park Middle
School: Bryan Erndl, Alexandra
Hanner, Rhania McCabe, Amanda
Vacchio, Elizabeth Whichard; Terrill
Middle School: Raul Furnaguera, Mat-
thew Gunther, Amanda Nail, Alexandra
Neidig, Jenea Pope, Amanda Salcedo,

Courtney Scott, Lisa Siringano, Kim-
berly Tinker; McGinn School: John
Lohn; Scotch Plain-Fanwood High
School: Antonio Gaetano, Bethany
Henry, William Konig, Andrea Kushnir-
Piede, Raymond Moskal, Heidi Novak,
Fathia Zaami.

The following administrators also
received tenure: Justin Fiory, School
One Principal; Erin Mullman, Supervi-
sor of Elementary Programs; and An-
drea Tomesko, Supervisor for Special
Services.

Jean-Marie Padden
Awarded Scholarship
CRANFORD -- SUNY Oswego has

awarded Jean-Marie Padden of Cran-
ford, who is majoring in marketing, a
Destination Oswego Scholarship,
which goes to high-achieving students
from outside New York state.

Destination Oswego awards are
worth from $20,000 to $36,000 over
four years. SUNY Oswego honored
more than 850 incoming students with
merit scholarships. Outstanding first-
year students are offered Presidential
Scholarships of $20,000 ($5,00 a year
for up to four years), $6,000 Deans'
Awards ($1,500 a year for up to four
years), $3,000 Merit Awards ($750 a
year for up to four years) and, for
outstanding students from outside New
York state, Destination Oswego schol-
arships of $5,000 to $9,000 a year.

The awards are part of about $6
million in merit scholarship money
offered at SUNY Oswego. These
funds are in addition to approximately
$90 million in need-based grants,
loans, work-study and scholarship
awards that SUNY Oswego students
receive annually.

SP-F High School Announces
2018 Commended Students

HELPING HANDS...Middle School students and parents from The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison joined other volunteers for a day of service at the
Hillside Community Food Bank to sort and pack several thousand pounds of
donations for distribution to needy families in New Jersey and far beyond. Due
to catastrophic hurricane damage, The Hillside Food Bank is currently supplying
Florida, Texas, and Puerto Rico with emergency supplies in addition to providing
items to many regional distribution centers in the Tri-State area.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and
Recreation invite you to explore the
fascinating world of rocks, minerals,
fossils, gems and jewelry at Trailside
Nature and Science Center on Satur-
day, November 4 and Sunday, No-
vember 5 from noon to 5 p.m. on both
days.

“This two-day event, open to the
public, brings the world of rocks and
gems to life with many exhibits and
displays,” said Freeholder Chairman
Bruce H. Bergen.

Sponsored jointly with the New
Jersey Mineralogical Society and the
New Jersey Lapidary Society, the
Mineral, Gem and Jewelry Show will
host more than 20 vendors selling
minerals, rocks, gemstones, jewelry,
sea shells and fossils from around the
world.  Geologists young and old will
be mesmerized by the variety of speci-
mens on display and for sale. Chil-
dren can purchase geodes, arrowheads
and fluorescent minerals, while adults
may enjoy the jewelry, fine gems and
collector-grade pieces.  Free
children’s activities are available.
Admission to the event on both days
is free.

For more information about the
Mineral, Gem and Jewelry Show call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670. Visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside for additional
information on programs offered this

fall at Trailside.  Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside and
is a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Princi-
pal, David Heisey, announced that
nine seniors have be named Com-
mended Students in the 2018 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.

The following students have dem-

onstrated outstanding potential for
academic success: Nirmit P. Damania,
Emily O. Gonyou, Nina I
Halberstadter, Scott Kaiser, Andew
T. Kriney, Andrew Lomuscio, Trent
P. Paulovits, Kevin M. Rohman, and
Karl B.Wirth.

Butterflies are Set Free at
Tamaques Element. School

WESTFIELD – Hundreds of
monarch butterflies are making their
way to Mexico this month thanks to
the care of first grade students and
their fifth grade buddies in
Westfield’s Tamaques Elementary
School. More than 200 butterflies
raised by the students were tagged
and released with the hope that they
will return next year to feast on the
special garden created for their de-
velopment.

The life cycle of the butterfly was
nurtured in and out of the school’s
classrooms over many months, start-
ing with the planting in the school’s
garden of nectar-producing flowers
which attract butterflies.   Milkweed
– the host plant of a Monarch Butter-
fly – also was grown for the butter-
flies to lay their eggs that turned into
caterpillars. Next, each caterpillar
formed a Chrysalis – a special protec-
tive wrap.  The final metamorphosis
took place in an enclosed indoor en-
vironment and the butterflies emerged
ready to take flight.

Parent volunteers Diane Genco,
Donna Dwyer and Bianca Wright,

who have studied the migration pro-
cess, worked with Tamaques teachers
to ensure the best growing environ-
ment for the butterflies.  “We reached
a 90 percent survival rate indoors; the
survival rate in the wild is 5
percent,”explained Ms. Dwyer.

“We are so grateful for these par-
ents leading us – quite literally down
this path,” stated first grade teacher
Mary Montes.  “We have identified
eggs on the milkweed leaves, watched
the caterpillars grow, observed the
forming of many chrysalides – which
is incredible to see, witnessed the
butterflies emerge, and released them
together.”

In addition to this science explora-
tion, cross-curricula lessons were de-
veloped which included writing about
the life cycle and documenting obser-
vations in garden journals, locating
Mexico on maps, learning about mi-
gration, and measuring and creating
life-size paper Monarchs.

When asked how he felt about the
multi-stage project, first grader
Charlie Yu responded, “The best part
was when the butterflies emerge,”

100 YEARS YOUNG...The College Woman’s Club of Westfield held its annual
fall kickoff party at the home of Betsy Ferguson on October 19. Founded in 1917,
CWC sponsors social, fund-raising and networking events in support of higher
education for women. Membership is open to all area women with a college degree.
The CWC 2017-2018 board includes, pictured from left to right, Annmarie Puleio,
scholarship chairwoman; Eileen Fox, assistant treasurer; Deirdre Gelinne, vice-
president; Jeanne Marie Ryan, president; Karrie Hanson, first year director;
Mary Konsolaki, trustee; Diane Yamano, corresponding secretary; Rita Marino,
treasurer; Fran Moum, recording secretary, and Deirdre Malacrea, trustee. For
membership information, contact cwc.westfield@gmail.com.
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, October 11, a resident

of Kent Place reported being the vic-
tim of fraud. According to the victim,
one or more unknown suspects pur-
chased approximately $1,922.68
worth of merchandise and charged it
to her credit card. The victim stated
that she was notified of the purchase
via e-mail.

Thursday, October 12, Timothy J.
Kane, 34, of Middletown responded
to police headquarters to satisfy two
traffic warrants from Westfield with
bail set at $134. Kane was processed
and released after posting the full bail.

Tuesday, October 12, a resident of
the 500 block of Carleton Road re-
ported being the victim of identity
theft. One or more suspects attempted
to purchase 12 iPhones using the
victim’s personal information.

Friday, October 13, Ashley N.
Valles, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
on charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia sub-
sequent to a motor vehicle stop at
East North Avenue and Fourth Street.
Valles was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on a
summons.

Friday, October 13, a business
owner on the 400 block of East South
Avenue reported being the victim of
an ongoing theft, totaling approxi-
mately $3,872.50. The matter is un-
der investigation by the Westfield
Police Department’s Detective Bu-
reau.

Saturday, October 14, a business
on the 100 block of West North Av-
enue reported the theft of approxi-
mately $3,600 worth of merchandise.
The incident occurred the previous
day at approximately 6:30 p.m. when
one or more suspects entered the es-
tablishment and stole the merchan-
dise from the sales floor.

Sunday, October 15, three juvenile
males and two juvenile females, all
from Newark, were arrested and
charged with receiving stolen prop-
erty pursuant to an investigation on
Prospect Street near Trails End Court,
after officers observed them operating
a stolen motor vehicle and then fleeing
from the vehicle, authorities said. All
five were transported to police head-
quarters, where they were processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Monday, October 16, Duquan
Randolph, 32, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Garwood Municipal Court
on a traffic warrant from Westfield,
with $1,500 bail; a traffic warrant and
criminal warrant from Plainfield, with
bail totaling $1,000;  a traffic warrant
and criminal warrant from

Phillipsburg, totaling $1,000 bail; a
traffic warrant from Union, with $500
bail, and a traffic warrant from
Bridgewater, with $189 bail, for a
total bail amount of $4,189. Randolph
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and committed to the
Union County jail.

Tuesday, October 17, Joshua
Edwards, 22, of Roselle was arrested
on charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of South and Windsor Avenues.
Edwards was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
with a complaint-summons.

Tuesday, October 17, Anthony
Andrade, 25, of Bronx, N.Y., was
arrested at a business on the 100
block of West North Avenue pursuant
to an investigation. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released with a
complaint-summons on the follow-
ing charges: identity theft (third de-
gree), possession of fraudulent docu-
ment (third degree), criminal attempt
(third degree) and obstructing the
administration of justice.

Tuesday, October 17, Damian
Champagne, 27, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 100 block of East Broad
Street on several outstanding traffic
warrants from Westfield totaling $264.
He was processed at police headquar-
ters and released after posting full bail.

Tuesday, October 17, Jonattan
Cabrera-Ortiz, 29, of Kenilworth was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of North Avenue
West near Edgewood Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
with a complaint-summons.

Wednesday, October 18, Hassan
Lucas, 23, of Irvington was arrested
at police headquarters after being
transported there by Kean University
police. He was arrested on outstand-
ing criminal warrants from Westfield,
with $1,000 bail, and Irvington, with
$300 bail. Lucas was processed and
held in lieu of bail.

Friday, October 20, an individual
found a small, flower-print backpack
containing children’s clothing, dia-
pers and books that had been left
unattended in Mindowaskin Park.
There was no identification found
inside the backpack, which was se-
cured in the police department’s prop-
erty locker for safekeeping.

Friday, October 20, a resident of
the 100 block of Cambridge Road
reported the theft of a ring that had

been ordered through the mail. The
package arrived at the residence, al-
though the ring was stolen at some
point during delivery of the package,
according to the police report.

Friday, October 20, Michael
McGlynn, 67, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle investigation in the area of
Livingston Street near Sterling Place.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Friday, October 20, a Westfield
resident reported a burglary and theft
from a motor vehicle while it was
parked and unlocked on the 100 block
of Elm Street between 9:30 and 10:30
a.m. that day. The approximate value
of the items stolen from the vehicle
was reported as $40.

Sunday, October 22, a resident of
Canterbury Road reported being the
victim of a theft. One or more un-
known suspects gained entry to the
victim’s unlocked and unsecured
motor vehicle on the 1000 block of
West South Avenue. A black leather
wallet containing $60 in currency and
several credit cards was stolen.

Sunday, October 22, a resident of
Clark Street reported being the victim
of a theft. One or more unknown sus-
pects stole the victim’s bicycle from
the north-side train station lot. The
victim stated the bicycle is worth $500.

Sunday, October 22, Gareth Mor-
gan, 20, of Parlin was arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), identi-
fied by police as less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana, and possession
of drug paraphernalia pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central and
Myrtle Avenues. Morgan was pro-
cessed and released with summonses.

FANWOOD
Monday, October 9, Jose Leiva, 38,

of Plainfield was arrested pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block
of South Avenue for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver showed
an active warrant out of Carlstadt.
Leiva was processed and released by
the Carlstadt Municipal Court.

Sunday, October 22, a business
owner reported that an unknown per-
son illegally dumped garbage in his
dumpster.

Monday, October 23, Paula
Weckesser, 58, of Colonia was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and East Second Street
for a motor vehicle violation. A check
of the driver showed an active war-
rant out of Bedminster Township.
Weckesser was processed and re-
leased by the Bedminster Municipal
Court.

Wednesday, October 25, Michael
Lynch, 38, of Rahway was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and East Second Street for
a motor vehicle violation. When police
approached the vehicle officers could
see what appeared to be suspected
marijuana in the vehicle. Police recov-
ered the item and the driver was placed
under arrest. Lynch was processed,
charged with possession of marijuana
and motor vehicle violations and re-
leased pending a court appearance.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, October 16, a resident of

the 2400 block of Hill Road reported
a case of fraud. The victim stated that
someone opened a cell phone ac-
count in their name.

Monday, October 16, Shakia A.

Alford, 22, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Fanwood during a motor vehicle
stop. Alford was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, October 16, Francisco H.
Novais, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Woodbridge during a motor vehicle
stop. Novais was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Monday, October 16, the owner of
a 2014 Mercedes GL450 reported
her motor vehicle stolen from the 600
block of Jerusalem Road. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Tuesday, October 17, Rasheem
McQueen, 18, of Piscataway was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop. During booking procedures
McQueen also was found to have an
active warrant out of Elizabeth.

Wednesday, October 18, Demetrius
Cisson, 19, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Clark
and Plainfield during a motor vehicle
stop. Cisson was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Thursday, October 19, a resident of
Greenbrier Lane reported an incident
of fraud. The victim reported that
someone gained access to his wife’s
personal information and fraudulently
filed an income tax return. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Thursday, October 19, Stephen J.
Germain, 29, of East Orange was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of East Orange during a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Thursday, October 19, David C.
Bucci, 28, of Woodland Park and
Joseph W. Mauriello, 30, of Wantage
were arrested and charged with bur-
glary and theft. The arrests resulted
from an investigation into a burglary
which was reported at a Park Avenue
business on July 9.

Friday, October 20, a house fire
was reported on Winchester Drive.
Upon arrival officers confirmed all
occupants had been evacuated from
the home and found the garage en-
gulfed in flames. The Scotch Plains
Fire Department and multiple other
fire agencies responded and extin-
guished the fire. The home suffered
major damage. No injuries were re-
ported.

Friday, October 20, a resident of
Warren reported their wallet stolen
from Union Catholic High School
during a school event. The incident is
under investigation.

Friday, October 20, a resident of
Chapel Road reported an incident of
fraud. The victim stated she was con-
tacted via cell phone by someone
claiming to be from the IRS regard-
ing an outstanding balance the victim
owed. The victim purchased several
thousand dollars in gift cards and
provided the suspects with the trans-
action numbers on the cards. The
incident is under investigation.

Sunday, October 22, Anthony
Kwiatkowski, 41, of Scotch Plains
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing under the influence after officers
responded to the 400 block of Will-
iam Street on a report of a two-car
accident. No injuries were reported.

Monday, October 23, Adrian M.
Guzman-Palma, 21, of Plainfield was
arrested on outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield and North Plainfield
during a motor vehicle stop. Guzman-
Palma was transported to police head-

quarters and processed.
Monday, October 23, Terry S.

Eaddy, 22, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Summit during a motor vehicle
stop. Eaddy was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, October 23, Hasna A.
Alaqui, 25, of Linden was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Union
during a motor vehicle stop. Alaqui
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Tuesday, October 24, Eric N.
Chester, 55, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with burglary and theft.
Chester was arrested after detectives
received a DNA hit from evidence
left at the scene of a burglary which
was reported in February of 2016 on
the 2000 block of Jersey Avenue.

Wednesday, October 25, a High-
lander Drive resident reported that
someone had opened several credit
cards in their name. The cards have
all been cancelled. The incident is
under investigation.

Thursday, October 26, Kristina T.
Calabro, 24, of Clark was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop.

She was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Saturday, October 28, Joseph A.
Yachnik, 46, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Franklin Township during a motor
vehicle stop. Yachnik was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, October 28, Erica A.
Maclin, 30, of Dumont was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of New-
ark during a motor vehicle stop.
Maclin was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, October 29, Taisa S.
Collins, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
Collins was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Sunday, October 29, a resident of
the 2400 block of Seneca Road re-
ported the theft of a 2016 Porsche
Cayenne. The theft occurred some-
time during the overnight hours. The
vehicle has been entered as stolen and
the incident is under investigation.

Sunday, October 29, Ervisa
Ismailaj, 33, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside.

SEW TALENTED...The next meeting of the Needle Niters of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will be tomorrow, Friday, November 3, at 7 p.m., in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue. Pictured, Needle Nite’s new member,
Emma Johnston, and her mother, Rose Johnston, from Fanwood, work on a
beginning project at the group’s September meeting. At the October meeting,
Emma proudly told of making a quilt for her doll’s bed. All are always welcome
to attend a Needle Nite session and to join the group.

Moving Meditation
To Return at FCC

WESTFIELD — Moving Medita-
tion classes will continue this month
over four consecutive Monday eve-
nings, November 6 to 27, from 6:30
to 7:15 p.m., at the First Congrega-
tional Church, located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. A suggested dona-
tion of $15 to $20 will benefit Roots
& Wings, a non-profit organization
providing safe housing, educational
support and practical life skills to
young adults who have aged out of
the foster care system.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
graceful movement based on ancient
Asian Qigong wellness systems. Ben-
efits include stress reduction, flexibil-
ity and enhanced wellness. The prac-
tice is performed standing up and ordi-
nary street clothing is appropriate.

The classes are led by Laura
Berzofsky, a certified Integral Tai Chi
and Qigong instructor with the Inter-
national Integral Qigong and Tai Chi
Institute at Santa Barbara College of
Oriental Medicine and a member of
the National Qigong Association.

For additional information or to
register, call Ms. Berzofsky at (908)
232-0169. Drop-in students also are
welcome.

Youth Chess Club
To Meet Nov. 15, 29

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Library
cardholders ages 7 to 16 are invited
to participate in the Scotch Plains
Public Library’s chess club. Led by
instructor Errol Singh, the club will
meet next on Wednesdays, Novem-
ber 15 and 29, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for the
club and is limited to Scotch Plains
and Fanwood cardholders. Online
registration for the November 15
session will begin on Monday, No-
vember 6. Registration for the No-
vember 29 session will open on
Monday, November 20.

Space is limited. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org,
or stop by the library Reference Desk.
Information about other upcoming
activities is available at scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Imagine Offers Groups
For Caregiver Support

MOUNTAINSIDE — Free sup-
port groups for adult caregivers
caring for a family member with a
chronic or terminal illness are now
available at Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, located at 244
Sheffield Street, Mountainside.

The criteria for participation in-
cludes caring for any person with a
diagnosis of physical illness, injury
or disease that significantly changes

one’s day-to-day life. Caregivers
must be 60 years old or younger.
The groups began meeting Novem-
ber 1 and will be held every other
Wednesday from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Anyone who feels they would
benefit from joining Imagine’s
Coping With Illness program is
invited to call (908) 264-3100 or
e-mail mandi@imaginenj.org.

Imagine is a free, year-round,
grief support center providing sup-
port for children, teens, young
adults and their parents who are
coping with loss due to death or
illness.
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

908-482-8855

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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Library Reception Nov. 9
To Pay Tribute to Vets

SCOTCH PLAINS — Over the last
several months, the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library has presented “World War
I and America,” a series of original
programming to commemorate the
centennial of American involvement
in World War I and explore the ongo-
ing experience of veterans.

The community is invited to a re-
ception marking the series’ finale on
Thursday, November 9, at 7 p.m. A
special invitation is extended to local
veterans and their families. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Guests will have an opportunity
to view “52 Reasons to Love a Vet”
on display in the gallery space.
Curated by New Jersey-based
graphic designer and military
mother Ella Rue-Eyet, the exhibit
features veteran-inspired artwork
created by renowned illustrators
from across the United States.

Ms. Rue-Eyet will be at the event
to speak about “52 Reasons to Love
a Vet,” the restricted fund she estab-
lished to benefit veterans by finan-
cially assisting them in furthering
their education and/or assisting with
their medical, dental or mental health
resources.

Light refreshments will be served.
Advance registration is not required.

The library series is part of “World
War I and America,” a two-year na-
tional initiative of The Library of
America presented in partnership
with The Gilder Lehrman Institute
of American History, the National
World War I Museum and Memo-
rial, and other organizations, with
generous support from The National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Ceremonies Are Set
For Veterans Day

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— Two local veterans organizations,
American Legion Post 209 and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 10122,
will conduct ceremonies on Satur-
day, November 11, in observance of
Veterans Day.

The services will begin at 11 a.m.
with the laying of wreaths at the Vet-
erans Monument at Park Avenue and
Front Street in Scotch Plains. At noon
there will be a presentation of wreaths
at the Fanwood Memorial Library,
located at 5 Forest Road.

Members of the community are in-
vited to attend these programs to rec-
ognize the contributions and sacri-
fices made by all former members of
the armed forces of the United States.

ON BOARD...New Westfield Foundation Executive Board members gather in
anticipation of fulfilling the organization’s future goals. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Robert Gorelick, vice-president; Janet Sarkos, president; Claudia
Andreski, secretary, and Gerard Abbattista, treasurer.

Westfield Foundation Lists
Newest Grant Recipients

WESTFIELD — Since 1975, the
mission of the Westfield Foundation
has been to provide funding support
in the arts, health, aging, historic pres-
ervation, social services and civic
projects. In pursuit of these goals, the
Foundation has granted more than
$6,400,000 to various organizations.

In the third quarter of 2017, the
Foundation distributed $93,262 in
grants to multiple organizations. Grant
recipients for this quarter included
the New Jersey Intergenerational Or-
chestra, HomeFirst, Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey and
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vice of New Jersey.

Funds will be used to support rising
talent performances in area schools,
upgrades to a client computer lab and
establishing a Youth Volunteer Expe-
rience Program.

The Foundation also has announced

its new executive board for 2017-
2018, including Janet Sarkos, presi-
dent; Robert Gorelick, vice-president;
Gerard Abbattista, treasurer, and
Claudia Andreski, secretary.

In addition to supporting the capi-
tal projects of established social ser-
vice agencies in the community, the
Westfield Foundation has been an
important resource of “seed money”
for smaller organizations and emerg-
ing needs.

Money to support the Foundation’s
grants has been and continues to be
provided by concerned and caring
Westfield residents. For more infor-
mation about the Westfield Founda-
tion grant or donor opportunities,
contact Betsy Chance, executive di-
rector, at (908) 233-9787. Further
information also is available by visit-
ing the Foundation’s website at
thewestfieldfoundation.com.

Library Event Saturday To
Address Medicare Changes
SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-

tatives from SAGE Eldercare will be
at the Scotch Plains Public Library
this Saturday, November 4, at 1:30
p.m., to present a free and objective
overview of upcoming Medicare
changes. The Open Enrollment pe-
riod for 2018 will end on Thursday,
December 7. Advance registration is
recommended for this program.

SHIP (State Health Insurance Assis-
tance Program) of Union County is a
national statewide program, adminis-
tered by the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services, Division
of Senior Affairs, with major funding
from the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ Center for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services. SAGE is
the sponsoring organization for the pro-
gram in Union County.

SHIP counselors do not provide legal

advice, sell, recommend or endorse any
specific insurance product, agency, in-
surance company or HMO. It provides
information and assistance so that indi-
viduals can make their own decisions.

Anyone with additional Medicare
questions also will have an opportu-
nity to speak to a representative one
on one on Tuesday, November 14,
between 10 a.m. and noon, the same
time that the township nurse conducts
the hypertension clinic at the library.

All programs are free and open to
interested members of the public.
For more information or to register
for this program, go to scotlib.org, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the library Reference Desk. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

F-SP Service League Posts
Start of Toy and Doll Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
will hold its annual Toy and Doll
Sale from Tuesday, November 7,
to Saturday, November 11.

A variety of merchandise will be
featured, including Fisher Price,
Playschool, Mattel and Sesame
Street items, puzzles, games and
Legos, with instructions.

The shop’s doll collection in-
cludes baby dolls, Barbie and
Barbie-type fashion dolls, interna-
tional and holiday dolls, collector
and vintage dolls. Accessories also
will be available. All items will be
for sale on a first-come, first-served
basis, and sales will be cash only.
The shop cannot hold items.

An all-volunteer, non-profit orga-
nization, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League has served local com-
munities since 1974. Since its found-
ing, the League has donated more
than $1.2 million for local causes.
For more information about the
League or membership, call (908)
322-5420, visit the group’s website,
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,

or speak to any volunteers at the
shop. Interested persons also are in-
vited to check out the organization’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and give the
League a “Like.”

Thrift shop hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Saturday,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Gently-used and
new donations are always welcome
during shop hours. Free parking is
available on the street and in the rear
of the building. Visitors can enter the
parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Cardinal to Kick Off
St. Helen’s 50th Year
WESTFIELD — The Parish

Community of St. Helen will begin
its 50th anniversary year celebra-
tion this Saturday, November 4, at
4:30 p.m., with a prayer service on
the church grounds. Mass will fol-
low at 5:30 p.m. in the church. His
Eminence Cardinal Joseph W.
Tobin will be the celebrant.

The year-long celebration will
continue with numerous special
events and activities and will con-
clude with a Mass and dinner dance
on November 3, 2018. The Parish
Community of St. Helen is located
at 1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

AUTUMN SPLENDOR...Richard Covington, of 597 Westfield Avenue, brightens
up his corner of Westfield with a beautiful autumn garden of colorful, vibrant mums.
Mr. Covington’s father and grandfather were both avid gardeners. His grandfa-
ther, of New Smyrna Beach, Fla., was awarded Garden of the Year several times.
In addition to the spectacular array of mums, Mr. Covington has a beautifully
designed garden of annuals and perennials to be enjoyed all year long. The Garden
Club of Westfield named his garden as Garden of the Month for October.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Caregivers Meeting
To Be on Monday

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

These are information and sharing
sessions. The next meeting will take
place on November 6. For more in-
formation, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

Library Invites Teens
To YA Chat Club

SCOTCH PLAINS — Local
youth are invited to join the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s new teen
librarian for the Young Adult Chat
Club on Wednesday, November 8,
at 6 p.m. Participants will discuss
their favorite books, movies, video
games and the like. The theme for
November is “Dystopia!” No regis-
tration is required.

This event is free and limited to
students in grades 5 to 12. For more
information, call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204; e-mail
library@scotlib.org, or stop by the
library Reference Desk. Informa-
tion on other upcoming teen activi-
ties is available at scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

I’m here to help life go right™, 
by saving you time and money 
when you combine your home 
and auto insurance.
CALL ME TODAY.

See why 
millions trust  
us for Home 
& Auto.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

ANOTHER REASON TO LIMIT ANTIBIOTIC USE
or more during their 40s and 50s 
increased polyp risk by 69%.   
  Other risk factors for bowel 
cancer include a lack of physical 
activity, a low intake of fruits and 
vegetables, being overweight, 
and alcohol use. Links between 
antibiotics and a range of con-
ditions have come to light over 
recent years, including irritable 
bowel disease, celiac disease, 
and even obesity. For more in-
formation, please call our phar-
macy. We provide complete infor-
mation about your prescriptions, 
insurance coverage, storage in-
structions, and expiration dates.
HINT: Antibiotics affect the com-
position of intestinal bacteria, 
which can promote the develop-
ment of “adenomatous polyps,” 
some of which may be malignant.

  The World Health Organization 
(WHO) warns that the misuse 
of antibiotics accelerates the 
process of antibiotic resistance, 
which leads to longer hospital 
stays, higher medical costs, and 
increased mortality. Aside from 

treat, overuse of antibiotics may 
have another adverse effect. 
According to recent evidence, 
antibiotic use might be associ-
ated with an increased risk of 
colorectal cancer. According to 
data from 16,642 women aged 
60 years and older, those who 
used antibiotics for two months 
or longer any time during their 
20s and 30s  had a 36% greater 
chance of developing polyps on 
the inner linings of their colons. 
Using antibiotics for two months

– Obituaries –

Herbert H. Goss

AUTHOR VISIT...Westfield author Eva Lesko Natiello, pictured far left, recently
spoke with the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church book club about her novel,
“The Memory Box,” a thriller based in a town similar to Westfield. Ms. Natiello
gave a presentation about the novel’s conception, the writing of it and publication.

Mountainside Library Plans
Activities For November

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has re-
vealed its calendar of programs for
November and has announced that it
will be closed on Friday and Satur-
day, November 10 and 11, for Veter-
ans Day and on Thursday and Friday,
November 23 and 24, in observance
of Thanksgiving.

Tuesday Night Movie offerings this
month include Everything is Copy
(2016, not rated) on November 7;
Their Finest (2017, R) on November
14; A Street Cat Named Bob (2016,
not rated) on November 21 and Gifted
(2017, PG-13) on November 28. Each
movie starts at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy will continue
on Mondays in November at 1:15
p.m. The Great Courses Fall Semes-
ter is already underway. A new lec-
ture series will start on November 6.

“Genealogy Series: Celebrate
Your Family” will take place to-
night, Thursday, November 2, from
5:30 to 7 p.m. Sandy VanderMeer
of the Mountainside Restoration
Committee will be at the library for
the second of a three-part series
entitled “Connect to Your History.”
This program will be about access-
ing online resources. Free and open
to the public, it is sponsored by
Arbor Terrace Mountainside. To
register, call (908) 760-0599 or the
library at (908) 233-0115.

“Trading Places,” an interactive pro-
gram for senior couples in which part-
ners agree to trade traditional roles

and responsibilities, will be held today
and on Thursday, November 16, from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. each day. It is con-
ducted with humor and an apprecia-
tion for the knowledge each person
brings to long-standing relationships.

“Saturday Musical Getaways: Dean
Martin Retrospective” will be fea-
tured on November 4 from 2 to 3 p.m.
Popular crooner Dave DeLuca will
return to the library’s Community
Room for his one-man show “That’s
Amore: A Century of Dean Martin.”
Mr. DeLuca will imitate Martin’s re-
laxed, warbling crooning voice as he
performs signature songs in a pro-
gram marking the 100th anniversary
of Martin’s birth this year.

“Medicare Workshop: Basics for
Boomers” will be held on Monday,
November 6, from 7 to 8:45 p.m. Neil
Berger will answer questions about
Medicare, in an entertaining way,
during this workshop. This seminar is
geared toward those who are ap-
proaching Medicare eligibility within
the next few years or who are a
caregiver for, or the adult child of,
someone approaching Medicare eli-
gibility. Mr. Berger is not affiliated
with a financial organization, nor is
he selling a service or product.

Additional events for later in the
month will be announced. To regis-
ter for library programs, visit the
library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza,
Mountainside.

Herbert H. Goss, Family Man, 88,
Known For Kindness, Generosity

Herbert H. Goss, 88, passed away
on Wednesday, October 18, at Center
for Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

Born February 28, 1929, in De-
troit, Mich., Herb moved to Sheffield,
Ala., the same year. He
attended Sheffield High
School in Alabama and
the University of North-
ern Alabama. Between
1948 and 1952, Herb
served in the U.S. Air
Force. He was stationed
in Okinawa, Japan, and
in Korea.

Herb was the owner,
president and chairman
of the board of New Jer-
sey Window Sales, Inc.,
headquartered in
Bloomfield, N.J. The
company installed metal window
frames in commercial buildings
throughout the New York metropoli-
tan area. He won contracts for 52
major buildings in New York City,
including the prestigious AT&T
headquarters. Herb retired in 1990.

Herb lived in Scotch Plains, N.J.,
for the past 44 years. He also owned a
home for the past 25 years in Naples,
Fla. Herb loved to ski, play golf, travel
and watch his beloved New York Gi-
ants and Alabama Crimson Tide.

Herb was a devoted member of the
Unitarian Church of Plainfield for

over 50 years, and more recently the
Naples Unitarian Church.

Herb was a gentle, good man who
took care of his family. Herb greatly
valued education. He ensured that all

five grandchildren
graduated from college.
He also began a college
scholarship fund for
needy students at
Sheffield High School.

Herb is survived by
his wife of 40 years,
Lilian; son John of
Naples; son Vic and his
wife, Kathy, of Pitts-
burgh; five grandchil-
dren, Sean, Michael,
Caitlin, Kristen and
Emily, and countless
friends.

Herb’s favorite charities, among
many, were the Southern Poverty
Law Center, Habitat for Humanity,
and Doctors Without Borders. In
lieu of flowers, the family asks for
donations to one of these charities.

Herb will always be remembered
for his zest for life, love of travel, and,
above all, his generosity and kindness.

A memorial service will be held
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, December 2,
at the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield, located at 724 Park Av-
enue, Plainfield, N.J., 07060.

November 2, 2017

Library Friends to Host
‘Hollywood Romance’

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the community to join professional
photographer and publisher Walter
Choroszewski for his presentation of
“Classic Hollywood Romance: On
Screen and Off.”

The lecture/PowerPoint presenta-
tion will take place on Wednesday,
November 8, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center. The
center is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford.

Mr. Choroszewski will explore the
roots of American cinema, from the
silent screen era through the Golden
Age, and will review some of the best
romantic movies ever made. The pro-
gram will include stories of on-screen
celebrity couples and their off-screen
love lives, as well as accounts of
Hollywood’s longest and shortest mar-
riages and most unusual romances.

Mr. Choroszewski has published
19 books of photography. He was the
primary photographer of the “New
Jersey & You: Perfect Together” cam-
paign in the 1980s and ’90s and was
the recipient of the first New Jersey

Photo Journalism Award in 1989. In
addition to state tourism materials,
his photographs of New Jersey have
been widely published in calendars,
magazines and textbooks. The pro-
gram is free and all are welcome.

Karen Camden

Library Events to Include
Résumés, Grammy Tribute

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
résumé-writing workshop on consecu-
tive Wednesdays, November 8 and
15, from 2 to 4 p.m. A
Tribute to the Grammys
also will be presented on
November 8 at 7 p.m.
The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Instructor Karen
Camden will present the
two-part “Create a
Résumé in Word” work-
shop. Keyboarding skills
and a minimum level of
Basic Word are required.
Each student who com-
pletes both parts of the
class will receive “Top
Ten Tips for a Success-
ful Job Search.”

Students should bring a thumb drive
to save their work and for “home-
work” assignments. The number of
library laptops is limited, so students
are encouraged to bring their own if
possible.

Ms. Camden is the president of
Camden Associates, a consulting firm
that provides services in communica-
tions and people skills, organizational
assessments and clutter control.

Professional vocalist Stan Edwards
will present the Grammy Award trib-
ute. This event is a musical toast to
the first decade of the Grammy
Awards, from 1958 to 1967.

Mr. Edwards will perform songs
sung by the great artists of that pe-
riod, from Doris Day and Tony
Bennett, to Louie Armstrong and Ella
Fitzgerald, to Louie Prima and Keely
Smith. Some of Mr. Edwards’ selec-
tions include award-winning songs
such as “Volare,” “Mack the Knife,”
“I Left My Heart in San Francisco”
and “People.”

Mr. Edwards has sung at the Village
Gate with Dorothy Fields, and Cy
Coleman, and has performed in mul-
tiple venues ranging from the
Fontainebleau to the Gas Light Club

and Tavern on the Green, as well as in
television musical shows and a tour
with the Tommy Dorsey Band. He and
his wife, Linda Ipanema, have given

several performances at
the library and continue to
perform together.

These programs are
open to Westfield Memo-
rial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the
43 libraries that are part of
the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Li-
braries. Interested persons
are encouraged to visit the
Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the “About
Us” tab to see if their li-

brary is a MURAL participant.
To register for either or both pro-

grams, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Sunday Event to Spotlight
Fanwood of Years Ago

FANWOOD — The Historic Pres-
ervation Commission of Fanwood will
present a program of reminiscences
about life in Fanwood dating back to
a period 60 to 80 years ago.

Entitled “The Way It Was — The
Way We Were,” the program will take
place this Sunday, November 5, at 2
p.m. It will be held in the Fanwood
Museum that is located in the historic
railroad station at the corner of
Martine and North Avenues.

Three Fanwood residents, June
McCarthy, Earl Phillips and Joe Schott,
whose combined ages total more than
275 years, will give accounts of what
everyday living was like during their
growing-up years in Fanwood.

While the program is intended for
residents who have acquired residence
in Fanwood in the last few years,
everyone is welcome to attend.

Audience members will get an ac-
count of how mail was processed

when there were no house numbers
on homes in Fanwood; an explana-
tion of how food was preserved in the
household without an electric refrig-
erator, and how laundered clothes
were dried without an electric dryer.

There also will be a detailed explana-
tion of how a telephone call was initi-
ated and completed, and a description
of a visit for shopping or a movie to
Plainfield, which was then the commer-
cial and cultural center for the small
surrounding towns of this area.

Additionally, one of the trio of
speakers will give a detailed account
of what it was like to drive a car
before the advent of the automatic
transmission, and one of the seniors
also will explain how apple cider was
produced in a small Fanwood factory
and distributed to surrounding towns.

Attendees are encouraged to ask
questions. Joe Nagy, Fanwood’s his-
torian, will act as the moderator.

Genealogical Soc. to Hear
Story of Joseph Curran

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields will
present “The Lost Tapes of Joe
Curran, President and Founder of the
National Maritime Union” by Mark
Kurusz at its meeting on Thursday,
November 9, at 1 p.m. It will take
place at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad
Street. Light refreshments will be
served after the program.

Joseph Curran was a “rough and
tough character” who, despite being
expelled from school in the sixth
grade, went on to found the National
Maritime Union and serve as its presi-
dent for 36 years. His oral history
tapes at Texas A&M University, re-
corded in the 1960s, inspired Mr.
Kurusz’s research.

Mr. Kurusz will discuss his research
documenting Joseph Curran’s early
years and troubles in Westfield, and
his journey to union president. He
will share stories he has discovered in

his research for Curran’s biography.
Mr. Kurusz is looking for infor-

mation and photos from two fami-
lies: Christopher Tobin’s family from
about 1914 to 1920 and Gus
Schmall’s family in Garwood from
about 1905 to 1915.

Anyone with any information or
photos is asked to contact Mr.
Kurusz through the Genealogical
Society of the West Fields at
thegswf@gmail.com.

Mr. Kurusz is a New Jersey native
and graduate of Westfield High
School, Class of 1964, who now calls
Austin, Tex., his home. He was a
merchant seaman and an NMU mem-
ber as a young man, but spent his
career in the medical field as a
perfusionist. He is the author of more
than 100 articles, 28 book chapters
and four books in the medical field.
Now retired, he is working on Joe
Curran’s biography and enjoys shar-
ing his story.

Joseph Gyenes

Sports Trivia to Be Topic
For Old Guard on Nov. 6

SUMMIT AREA — Joseph S.
Gyenes, a 43-year member of the In-
ternational Association of Approved
Basketball Officials, will
speak to the Summit Area
Old Guard at its next
meeting, which will be
held this time on a Mon-
day, November 6. Mr.
Gyenes will present
“Sports Trivia with a Per-
sonal Touch.”

A sample of trivia ques-
tions to throw at Mr.
Gyenes are: “Who’s the
only man to play a Major
League Baseball game and
an NFL game in the same
day?” “Who’s the only
man to play in both a Su-
per Bowl and a World Series?” “Who
holds the record for most career points
in the NBA with 38,387?” “Who was
named Sports Illustrated’s Sportsman
of the Year (in 2000) for the second
time?” “Who was the first President to
throw out a ceremonial first pitch?” In
1920, the University of Texas football
players had their mascot, Bevo, a Texas
longhorn cow, as the guest of honor at

the annual sports banquet. What hap-
pened to Bevo? President Bill Clinton
called NBA star Grant Hill on the night

Hill was drafted. Why?
Chances are that Mr. Gyenes
will know most of the an-
swers to these questions, and
that he will provide more
“sports trivia” based on his
long tenure as an approved
Basketball Official.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to attend
the Tuesday morning meet-
ings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Providence
Municipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A coffee

hour starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a
10 a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

SCOUTS MAKE CAMP...Boy Scout Troop 73, sponsored by the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, recently traveled to Hudson Valley, N.Y., to
camp at the Wethersfield Garden. At this campsite, located near Long Pond, the
Scouts conducted their annual “Camping 101” program. They also toured the
Historic Garden, the Main House, Carriage House Museum and hiked through the
Wilderness Garden. The Scouts tested their orienteering skills with a two-hour geo-
cache competition over the site’s hills and fields. Pictured, members of Troop 73
conduct a “Camping 101” training course. For information about joining Troop 73,
contact Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

Hist. Society to Take
Part In Charity Day

WESTFIELD — Once again, the
Westfield Historical Society will par-
ticipate in the Westfield Lord &
Taylor’s Fall Charity Day on Satur-
day, November 18, at the North Av-
enue store. All proceeds from the
Historical Society’s ticket sales ben-
efit the organization.

A $5 shopping pass ticket will en-
able individuals to receive 25 percent
off storewide with limited exclusions
and 15 percent off on almost all beauty
when shopping on November 18.

To purchase a $5 Savings Pass
ticket, call Carol Goggi at (908) 654-
1794. Additionally, Historical Soci-
ety volunteers will be at the Westfield
Lord & Taylor tomorrow, Friday,
November 3, from 2 to 6 p.m., selling
tickets at the Shoe Department en-
trance. Those interested in volunteer-
ing to sell tickets during this time also
may contact Ms. Goggi.

Library Reveals Dates
For Book Clubs

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
its book club schedule. These book
clubs are free and open to the public.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.

The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, November 6, at 7 p.m., to
discuss “Battle Hymn of the Tiger
Mother” by Amy Chua.

The Afternoon Book Club will meet
on Tuesday, November 21, at 1 p.m.,
to discuss “The Little Red Chairs” by
Edna O’Brien.

For more information, visit
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or stop by the library Reference Desk.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16
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New Faces
For Westfield
Town Council

LEARN MORE AT

Linda abgoodH

Ward 1

Michael ardiaD

Ward 2

a David Contract

Ward 3

Dawn  Mackey

Ward 4

together
Westfield

.com

David Oliveira (R)
David Oliveira has served as town

councilman for the 3rd Ward of
Westfield since 2014. He was previ-
ously a member of the Westfield Board
of Health and the Westfield represen-
tative to the Union County Commu-
nity Development Revenue Sharing
Committee. He has served on the
town council’s Public Safety Com-
mittee and is presently the chairman
of the Public Works Committee.

He and his wife, Anne, have lived
in Westfield for the past 14 years.
Their two daughters, Laura and
Catherine, attend McKinley Elemen-
tary School. Mr. Oliveira coaches both
of his daughters’ soccer teams and
basketball teams. He and his family
are parishioners of Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church.

Mr. Oliveira graduated from Bos-
ton University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Admin-
istration and earned a Master’s De-
gree in Education Administration
from St. Peter’s University. He
earned his CPA while working for
Deloitte in California and also
worked abroad in Dublin, Ireland. In
2002, he moved back to New Jersey
and began a career in education. Mr.
Oliveira was a teacher and adminis-
trator in the Newark Public Schools,
and a high school assistant principal
and school business administrator in
the Clark Public Schools. Since 2014,
he has been the business administra-
tor for the Piscataway Township
Schools.

David Contract (D)
David Contract, a marketing ex-

ecutive, has lived in Westfield for
more than 12 years. He and his wife,
Valerie Latona, have three children,
a seventh grader at Edison Interme-
diate School, a third grader at
Tamaques Elementary School, and a
preschooler.

As an active volunteer in various
Westfield sports activities, Mr. Con-
tract officiates Westfield Area ‘Y’
swim meets and has coached his
son’s baseball and basketball teams.
He and his family are members of
the Unitarian Church in Summit,
where he teaches religious school
classes.

Mr. Contract graduated from
Princeton University and received an
MBA from Northwestern University’s
Kellogg School of Business. At North-
western he was co-chair of the mar-
keting club and a member of the ad-
missions committee. He was senior
editor of The Daily Princetonian .

He has been the senior director of
marketing at NUK USA, Tarrytown,
NY,  for six years.Prior to that he was
a senior product manager with Merck
Consumer Care, senior brand man-
ager, Milk-Bone, with Del Monte
Foods, and held also various posi-
tions with Kraft Foods/Nabisco and
Dun & Bradstreet.

His wife — a former editor-in-
chief of Shape magazine — is a
writer who covers healthy living, as
well as an author, editor, and media
consultant.

Westfield Town Council Candidates, Wards 3 and 4, 4-Year Terms, Vote for 1
David Oliveira (R), David Contract (D), Ward 3;  Keith Loughlin (R), Dawn Mackey (D), Valerio Bruscianelli (I), Ward 4

Keith Loughlin (R)
Keith Loughlin was first elected

to the Westfield Town Council in
November 2009 to represent
Westfield’s Fourth Ward. He was re-
elected to a second term in Novem-
ber 2013.

Councilman Loughlin is chair-
man of the Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking Committee
and a member of the Code Review
and Town Property Committee. He
previously served as vice-chairman
of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee and as
vice-chairman of the Public Works
Committee. He also served on the
Westfield Memorial Library Board
of Trustees, as a trustee of the Col-
lege Men’s Club of Westfield, and
as a member of the Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club.

Prior to serving on the Town
Council, Mr. Loughlin volunteered
as a football coach for the Westfield
Police Athletic League and as a
member of the Westfield Rotary
Club.

He graduated from the University of
Florida and Hofstra University School
of Law. He is a graduate of Newark
Academy in Livingston.

He is an attorney at Genova Burns in
Newark, NJ, and a member of the New
Jersey, New York and District of Co-
lumbia State Bars. He worked as chief
of staff to New Jersey Assembly Minor-
ity Leader Jon Bramnick and as chief
counsel to the New Jersey Assembly
Minority Office.

Dawn Mackey (D)
Dawn Mackey has lived here for

12 years with her husband, John
Mackey, and has three children: a
son who graduated from Westfield
High School in 2008 and twins
who attend Edison Intermediate
School.

Ms. Mackey has immersed herself
in volunteer work in Westfield, hav-
ing chaired annual committees for
the YMCA Preschool, Lincoln
School and McKinley Elementary
School and as an active parent in
PAL cheer and flag football. On any
given Saturday, you can find Dawn
on the field selling pretzels and col-
lecting for coat and food drives. This
year, she helped PAL renegotiate
practice space, saving the organiza-
tion almost $2,000.

During her residency in Hoboken,
she helped spearhead the grassroots
movement Citizens for Safety, an ef-
fort that culminated in her role as
community liaison with the mayor
and police chief and the reintroduc-
tion of beat cops. In Westfield, when
the state made cuts that hurt public
schools and local taxpayers, she at-
tended hearings at the Statehouse and
met with legislators.

She attended The City College of
New York while working full-time,
and earned a bachelor’s degree,
summa cum laude. She has built a
career in New York City commercial
real estate as a title examiner over the
last 25 years, and is a leader for Weight
Watchers.

Valerio Bruscianelli (I)
Born and raised in Elizabeth,

Valerio Bruscianelli, running as a
Libertarian, is a product of New
Jersey’s public school system. He at-
tained both his Bachelor  in  Business
Administration and MBA from Pace
University in Lower Manhattan, and
lived in New York City for 10 years
before returning to my roots in New
Jersey.

Mr. Bruscianelli’s professional ex-
perience includes 10 years in corpo-
rate finance, most of which have been
in the non-profit healthcare sector.
As the “'budget finance guy,'” he taken
ownership in strategizing new ways
to reduce expenses, while increasing
revenues, simultaneously improving
the quality of care.

Personally, Mr. Bruscianelli en-
joys photography, hiking, jogging,
piano, and spending time with his
wife, Diana, family, and friends. He
and his wife can be found walking
or biking around town or in
Tamaques Park enjoying the
weather.

#brindleformayor@brindleforwestfield brindleforwestfield.com
Paid for by Brindle for Westfield Mayor, 900 Minisink Way, Westfield, NJ.

To read my platform, watch my videos, or contact me :

I'm focused on the future, and ready to work for you. Let's do this! 

After 12 years of the same leadership, Westfield needs new ideas. The challenges we face

NOVEMBER 7VOTE 

can be solved with a fresh perspective and full-time 

MayorFor  
Shelley Brindle

Amy Boroff Statement
As a 10-year Fanwood resident with a

passion for education and community
service, I had anticipated running for the
Scotch Plains Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion in the future (like possibly in 2019).
However, the July 2017 deadline for nomi-
nating petitions passed and there were no
candidates petitioning to be on the ballot.
With one current sitting board member
stepping down and no candidates run-
ning for the BOE, one of the two seats
representing Fanwood would be vacant
in 2018 (allowing board members to ap-
point a representative of their choice). I
wasn’t willing to have someone chosen
to represent Fanwood.

I want the Fanwood representative to
have an understanding and background
in education; to be active in the commu-
nity; to understand the impact that the
Board of Education has within our two
townships and to value communication
which to me is necessary in a shared
educational environment.

After graduating cum laude with an
elementary education and sociology de-
gree from the University of Massachu-
setts, I was employed in the non-profit
and education sectors for 20 years honing
skills in communication, development,
and fundraising. In 2007, I moved to
Fanwood where my husband and I en-
rolled my daughter in the Goddard School
as it opened. My now 6th grader, went on
to McGinn Elementary School where I
served on the District Legislative Team
(essentially the liaison between the BOE
and PTA) and often attended Board meet-
ings, round table discussions and presen-
tations. I participated in the 2014-2017
BOE strategic planning process.

In 2013 I opened Be Craftful in down-
town Fanwood. Prior to opening Be
Craftful, I was a development director for
Junior Achievement of New Jersey, a Non-
Profit organization that educates youth on
work readiness, entrepreneurship and fi-
nancial literacy. I was employed for sev-
eral years as a paraprofessional in a special
needs school in Flushing, NY and was also
a student teacher in Northampton, Mass.

I ask for your support in sharing my
message and asking your friends for their
vote. Here is how to write-in Amy Boroff
for the Fanwood Board of Education:

At the polls: Click the “Personal
Choice” button and a green “X” will
flash. Locate the keyboard at the bottom
of the ballot. Type in Amy Boroff (use the
arrow key for the space) and press enter.
After your vote is typed and you’ve com-
pleted the rest of your ballot, press the red
“cast vote” button.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 15-20

159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.  Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Coldwell Banker Westfield East
~ Luxury Home Tour ~

6 Cherry Lane | $2,750,000 225 Golf Edge Drive | $1,899,900 335 Woodland Avenue | $1,799,0001081 Minisink Way | $1,925,000

Coldwell Banker’s only 
International President’s Premier

Office in New Jersey

31 Stoneleigh Park | $1,725,000 1040 Wychwood Road | $1,599,900 935 Minisink Way | $1,499,90012 Breeze Knoll Drive | $1,699,000

Thank you to all who visited these fine Westfield homes and to our home sellers
for participating in our first Luxury Home Tour on Sunday, October 22nd.
If you were unable to attend, we’d be happy to schedule a private viewing.

Contact Coldwell Banker Westfield East if you’re interested in being considered for an upcoming Luxury Home Tour.

MEUSEL, BELKA, GIVELBER 2-4-5; SPF’S FLEISCHER 3

Blue Devils Win 3rd Straight
Boys Cross-Country Crown

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY X-C CHAMPIONS...Pictured, left to right are Blue Devils Spencer Weigand, Will Loggia, Stuart Pollock,
Zach Spergel, Ethan Belka, Matt Meusel, Jon Givelber and James McCutcheon.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pack mentality and a very close 1-
2 finish by Union’s Jon Mobisa and
Blue Devil Matt Meusel, respec-
tively, highlighted the Union County
Tournament that was won for the
third straight year by the Westfield
High School boys cross-country team
at Warinanco Park in Roselle on Oc-
tober 25. The Blue Devils, who
placed all seven of their runners in

the top-15, finished with a total of 30
to easily outdo the Union Catholic
Vikings, who finished with a total of
88, and the Summit Hilltoppers at
110. Oratory took fourth at 123 and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
took fifth at 125.

There was only a 15-second stretch
between the first-placed finisher,
Mobisa, who crossed in 16:21, and
the 10th-placed runner, Maximus
Russo (Summit), who crossed in

16:36. Meusel crossed in 16:23, fol-
lowed by Raider Ben Fleischer at
16:25.

“Our plan as a team was to just run
as a pack as we always do and make
sure that nobody, who wasn’t really
on the team, was going to contend and
be a factor in the race. I think we did
a pretty good job of that. We probably
had five in the top 10. We executed
our plan. We weren’t really focused

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

WF’S MELAO 3RD, MORGAN 4TH; RAIDER BORD 5TH

Lady Blue Devils Nudge GL
For UCT X-C Championship

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPS...Pictured, left to right, are Blue Devils sophomore Grace Morgan,
juniors Sarah Hacker and, Brianna Hatch, senior co-captain Lucy Gretsky, seniors Caroline Stockwell and Mia Melao, and
freshman Caroline Collins.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Repeating as Union County Tour-
nament cross-country champions was
a little bit more difficult for this year’s
Westfield High School Lady Blue
Devils. Senior Mia Melao, sopho-
more Grace Morgan and freshman
Caroline Collins finished 3-4-6, while
junior Sarah Hacker, the number 4
runner, finished 11th ahead of Gover-

nor Livingston’s (GL) number 3, 4
and 5 runners to help the Blue Devils
edge the Highlanders by just one and
the Union Catholic Vikings by two,
49-50-51, and to claim their second
straight title at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 25. Summit took
fourth at 122, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
was fifth at 127 and Cranford took
eighth at 202.

GL sophomore Victoria Vanriele

not only won her second straight title
but also broke the course record with
a time of 18:26, followed by Viking
Jerika Lufrano also with a record-
breaking time of 18:30, which sepa-
rated them way ahead of the rest of the
participants. Melao turned it on and
finished with a personal-record 19:17
time, far better than her third-placed
time of 19:34 last year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

See Devils Den – on page 20
UCT V-ball – CF football page 19
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Westfield Focused, Westfield First 

 

Explore Westfield First Downtown 

Loyalty Program and App allowing 

property tax credit for Downtown 

shopping and online reimbursement of 

business coupons. 

 

Complete improvements to 

Mindowaskin, Tamaques and Memorial 

Parks and enhance road paving and 

curb replacement program. 

 

Implement next phase of tree planting 

and preservation program as chair of 

Tree Preservation Commission. 

Vote  
November 7 for 

experienced 
leadership in 
the First Ward 

Vote 
November 7 for 

experienced
leadership in
the First Ward 
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

BLUE DEVIL BOND, RAIDER LYGHT SCORE ONLY GOALS

Blue Devils, Raiders, 1-1 Tie;
Share UCT Girls Soccer Title

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
teams battled to an epic 1-1, double
overtime tie in the Union County Tour-
nament Final held on October 28 at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. Westfield senior Natalie Bond
broke a scoreless tie with a goal in the
51st minute. Raider freshman Corinne
Lyght tied it with a goal in the 71st
minute. Despite great looks by both
teams, neither could break through the
stellar goalkeeping of Caitlin Amman
for Westfield and Maya Kessler for the
Raiders during the remainder of regu-

lation and two overtime periods, re-
sulting in co-champions for the 2017
Union County Tournament.

“We’d have loved to have won the
county title outright,” said Westfield
Head Coach Alex Schmidt. “But we’ll
take the tie and move on to the states.
I would not be surprised if we saw
them again the state semis. Someone
has to advance. This was just a super
game tonight between two great
teams. It is never a blowout when
these two teams play.”

The county crown, even if shared, is
the Blue Devils’ first since 2012. In-
credibly, Westfield has not lost since
2015, putting together a 31-0-6 record
during that span but falling short of the
finals in 2016 after a double OT against
Oak Knoll was decided on penalty kicks.

The Raiders, who defeated Oak
Knoll in the 2016 championship
match, captured their eighth-straight
Union County Title with a share of
this year’s crown. The Raiders had
lost a pair of very close regular sea-
son matches to Westfield this year.

In the storied rivalry between these
two great programs, Saturday night’s
championship showdown was an in-
stant classic. The two teams battled
through a scoreless first half that ebbed
and flowed with each squad control-
ling a portion of the opening 40 min-

utes. Westfield started fast, dominat-
ing possession and keeping the ball
from the Raiders for most of the first
10 minutes. The Raiders took charge
of the rest of the first half, nearly
scoring when Lyght dribbled through
the defense and found herself one-on-
one with Amman in the 20th minute.
Amman charged out and got the ball
before Lyght could get a touch on it,
saving a shot on an open net.

The Raiders had an even better
shot at grabbing the lead in the 34th
minute when senior Erika Muskus
got a header off of a corner that missed
just wide to the left.

“I thought we had the better of the

play in the first half,” said Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing. “Not so much in
the second half. We made concerted
effort to do better in the 50/50 balls at
midfield, which we hadn’t won against
them in earlier games this season. We
had plenty of chances to get the lead
against them, we just couldn’t get the
ball past their keeper. The goalkeeping
was really outstanding today. Maya
Kessler did a great job for us.”

The Blue Devils regrouped at the
intermission and came out for the sec-
ond half and regained control of play.
Westfield finally made good when
Bond scored in the 51st minute. Bond
explained how the goal came about.

“Faith Dobosiewicz had a free kick
from the 25. Faith has an awesome
left foot. The defense flubbed it and
the ball came out to me. I got a good
touch and put it into the net,” said
Bond who is bound for Stanford where
she will play lacrosse next year.

Westfield nearly put the game away
over the next several minutes with
Katie Butler and Grace Elliott both
mounting charges at Kessler. But
Kessler was up for the challenge,
turning away both attempts and leav-
ing her team with a chance to rally.

The Raiders, perhaps fueled by the
heroics of their goalkeeper, snatched
control of the game from Westfield and
nearly scored when Sabrina DiLollo
drilled a long kick that was on target for
the net, only to be stopped by Amman.

But the Raiders would not be de-
nied. Just two minutes later, Lyght
controlled a free kick from Ashley
Vincent, then turned and delivered a
kick to the back of the net that knotted
the score.

“On Ashley’s free kick, I was just
trying to get into a good position to
finish if it came to me,” said Lyght.
“When I got it, I knew it was now or
never because time was becoming a
factor. I turned and I saw space so I

kicked it.”
The teams turned in a frantic, final

push over the remaining nine minutes
of regulation with each team getting
great chances to score the go-ahead
goal. Erika Muskus got off a header
on a corner from Kayla Krutis that
was stopped by Amman in the 74th
minute. Westfield got off a run that
started with Butler, passing to Bond,
who got it ahead to Ryan Kirby, whose
shot was stopped by Kessler in the
77th minute.

The overtime periods were no less
thrilling with Muskus missing just wide
at the 8:35 mark in the first OT. Butler
was turned away by Kessler on a

breakaway with 6:20 left in the first OT.
Amman and Kessler each came up

with high pressure saves in the sec-
ond OT to preserve the tie for their
respective squads. The match ended
in a tie when SP-F’s Gabby Aloe’s
desperation kick from the 40, sailed
wide of the goal as the clock ran out.

Westfield (16-0-1), the top seed in
the North Jersey Section 2, Group IV
state playoffs, was set to play JP
Stevens in the first round on October
30. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (13-3-1),
seeded fourth in the section, opened
the same day hosting Bayonne. If
form holds then we can expect to see
a fourth Westfield/Scotch Plains-
Fanwood match in the semifinals.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 1 0 0 1
Westfield 0 1 0 0 1

MENDELSON SAVES, HINKEL GOAL, ECHAUSSE ASST

Blue Devils, Minutemen Duel
To 1-1 Tie, Share UCT Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Danger presented itself to Blue
Devil senior goalkeeper Josh
Mendelson right from the beginning
and continued throughout the Union
County Tournament boys soccer
championship game between the top-
seeded Westfield High School Blue
Devils and the second-seeded Eliza-
beth Minutemen held at A.L. Johnson
High School in Clark on October 28.
Both teams scored a first-half goal
and although there were a number of
furious assaults by both teams, the
game ended in a 1-1 tie after two
overtimes and a share of the crown.

Since both of the 14-2-1
Minutemen’s losses (2-0, 1-0) were
at the foot of the 16-1-2 Blue Devils,
a new strategy was used, bringing
goalkeeper Yokendly Pacius up front
for more attacking punch and it
worked out immediately. Within the
first six minutes, Mendelson made a
great save of Pacius’ overhead back
kick in the box then within seconds
had to absorb a bullet from Henry
Chavez. By game’s end, Mendelson
would finish with 10 saves and all
would be of a superb nature.

“I am a little tired after this. They
didn’t make it easy at all. Every chance
they got they put on target besides
like maybe two. And that made it
really difficult but I knew it was on
the line, so I tried to maintain my
positioning and do the best that I
could,” Mendelson expressed.

“Countless ones! Three or four in
the first [half], three or four in the
second [half] that kept us in the match.
That’s what you expect your goal-
keeper to do,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Eric Shaw expressed. “You expect
them to come up big when needed.
Extra big tonight!”

The Minutemen definitely held the
edge in the first half and even had
eight corner kicks but the Blue Devils
were the first to score when sopho-
more midfielder Andrew Echausse
initiated a long throw-in from the
right side line into the box where
junior forward Brian Hinkel got to
the ball first and headed it past goal-
keeper Nelson Capela with 26.58 on
the clock.

“We have been working on those in
practice a lot. Those long throws.
Echausse has had a couple of those
that led to goals this season and I just
happened to be in the right place,”
Hinkel said.

“As Hinkel said before, we were
working a lot on those in practice and
we knew that Elizabeth was a little bit
weaker in free kicks and throw-ins
and corners, so coach always tells us
to put it on the penalty spot and I just
rely on my teammates,” Echausse
explained.

It really was not quite that easy
because there were several individu-
als scrambling in the box for position.

“They didn’t really mark me, so I
was free and I happened to be in the
right space and just attacked it and

happened to get it in the left corner,”
Hinkel said.

“I try to get it as far away from the
keeper as possible. It doesn’t always
work out but it was very fortunate that
Brian got a head on it,” Echausse
added.

“It’s something that is set pieces.
Set pieces could be the outcome of
matches and that was one. It’s some-
thing that we train and many with
other set pieces. That’s one part of the
game that you can dictate on your
own. As a coach, you can set these
organizations and most of the other
parts of the game you can’t. You just
kind of go through it,” Coach Shaw
said.

The Minutemen answered 14 min-
utes later when Josser Amaya. on an
assist from Pacius, ripped a right-to-
left shot into the net.

The Blue Devil defensive backs
were very active also and deflected
several attempts led by center back
Mark Walter, and backs Graham
Studwell, Dan Sokolin and Andrew
Eliades, along with the midfielders
who would slide back to plug the
Minutemen’s pinch.

“Defense wins championships. If a
team doesn’t score, they can’t win the
game. They put one in but that was the
first time in three games. It was a little
slip up but they [Westfield defense]
did a great job and that’s all that we
could ask for,” Echausse said.

The Blue Devils also had several
chances to strike gold, especially with
senior forward Jack Dobosiewicz
penetrating from the left center and
along the end line to place Caputo in
peril. Hinkel also had another chance
in the second half. With the defenders
behind him, Hinkel was in the box
and tried to outflank Caputo with a
soft shot instead of a rocket, but
Caputo held his ground.

“We had chances at the end. I think
both teams were pushing forward late.
Just couldn’t get a quality chance on
frame. That’s part of the match,”
Coach Shaw commented.

Mendelson’s adventure was far
from over and 10 minutes into the
second half a long free kick was
launched from near midfield on the
left side. The ball arced toward the
goal and Mendelson leaped and just
tipped it over the crossbar.
Mendelson added a diving save and
a knock away by the end of regula-
tion and added three more brilliant
saves in the overtime.

“He came up big numerous times
early in the match and I think number
31 [Pacius] got a little bit tired late
and we pushed them a little bit further
away from goal to create those
chances, so he was shooting a little
further away. Josh held his own, de-
flecting balls, winning balls in the
back,” Coach Shaw said.

The Blue Devils, with the top seed
in the upcoming North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Tournament, may see
the Minutemen, who received the third
seed, one more time and if so, it
would be for the title and they may
see Pacius up front again.

“Probably! I know! It’s a little scary.
I think that’s what works best for
them. Of the three times we played
them, this was their best performance
because he holds the ball really well
and he’s powerful and athletic, so that
makes life difficult for us. They
haven’t beat us. They haven’t beat us,
so I think we still have the edge,”
Mendelson said.

“It doesn’t stop. We play another
Group 4 school, Plainfield, Tuesday
and they are good,” Coach Shaw said.
Elizabeth 1 0 0 0 1
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Blue Devils Win 3rd Straight Boys XC Crown
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on the times. We knew the times were
going to come, especially since it’s a
lot cooler today than it was last week,”
Meusel revealed.

The week prior, the Blue Devils
also easily won their conference title
with Spencer Weigand taking second
at 16:24 and Meusel third at 16:27.
Both had knocked 16 seconds off
their previous personal record (PR).

“I thought the race was a lot differ-
ent today. I think they went out a lot
harder than last week, so we defi-
nitely closed better last week because
we had so much left in the tank going
out much slower. Spencer came in
second for us last week. He was our
number 1. He has a bit of a hamstring
thing going on, so we decided to keep
him out,” Meusel explained. “Today
wasn’t the end goal for us. The end
goal is later with those three meets in
November, so hold him out now, don’t
need him to get injured again.”

Blue Devils Ethan Belka, a senior,
at 16:30 and sophomore Jonathan
Givelber at 16:31 finished 4-5, fol-
lowed by Raider Brandon Garcia also
at 16:31.

“I didn’t have much gas left be-
cause my teammate Jon Givelber
came up on me. I tried to show the
sophomore what’s up. I couldn’t let
him beat me. It’s my last time on
Warinanco. I ran here countless
times, so I wanted to make it memo-
rable,” Belka said.

“I had a little bit of a rough time
towards the second mile. But the first
mile I was up with the top pack. I
started to get breathed a little bit on
the second mile and I heard that we
had one mile left from one of the refs.
I knew at that point that I couldn’t
give up. I saw a bunch of UC [Union
Catholic] guys and some SPF [Raid-
ers] guys then I really started to build.
At one point, I saw a group of three
dudes and I heard my coach tell me to
pass them, so I passed them and fin-

ished in fifth,” Givelber recalled. “It’s
looking really good for the future,
especially at sections and groups.”

Blue Devil junior James
McCutcheon crossed the line seventh
at 16:32.

“I went out really strong in that first
mile. I wanted to try and stick up with
that top group and I paid for that in the
second mile. It took all my energy to
stick with the guys. For most of that
third mile, I let a lot of guys pass me.
So with 200 to go, I remember the
race that we had last year where we
won by, I think, five points and most
of those points were won by people
kicking in that last 200 meters. I saw
Belka, I saw Jon and I realized that I
got to get up there to help my team-
mates, got to get some points. I had a
big kick at the end. I started to pass
Jon and Belka but those two guys are
as strong as could be. They got me.
Everybody really laid it on the line,”
McCutcheon expressed.

Senior Stuart Pollock was the next
Blue Devil to finish, taking 12th at
16:38.

“In the beginning, I went out really
hard the first 400 because last week it
wasn’t my nice performance. This
was my last time at Warinanco, so I
had to go get it. Around one mile, I
started to fall off. Around the two-
mile mark, I could see Trevor Garrity
from Union Catholic. I knew I can’t
let him get me. We want to come out
here and beat Union Catholic as much
as we could and the whole rest of the
county to show what we are made of
and prepare for sectionals next week.
We want to show that we are capable
of a championship for sectionals and
maybe even at groups,” Pollock said.

Sophomore Zach Spergel finished
14th at 16:44.

“I kicked off the first mile a lot
slower than the other guys. By the
second mile, I started to move and I
was feeling really good. At the start of

the third mile, I was up there but then
I hit a wall, I guess. Normally I’m
good there but I couldn’t do it this
week. I think sectionals is more im-
portant a race. I will really do it and
get a lot further up,” Spergel said.

Blue Devil sophomore Will Loggia
crossed 15th at 16:53.

“This race, if anything, was a really
good experience for me. I’m a sopho-
more. I have never run varsity before.
Just two days ago [Head] Coach
[Chris] Tafelski called me up and
said, ‘we are not going to run Spencer,
so you are going to step up on the
varsity squad.’ I was thrilled about
that and just focused on staying with
the guys today. I train with then, so it
was a good opportunity to get to race
with them now. The race itself went
out a lot faster than from what I’ve
done so far but I just tried to hang on
as long as I could. My time was right
around where it had been this season
but the varsity experience was really,
really, really good,” Logia expressed.

The Blue Devil JV boys swept the
first eight spots and also took 10th to
win their race with a 15 total. Summit
was second at 57 and the Raiders were
fifth at 133. Freshman Will McGlynn
took top honors with a time of 16:56,
followed by Cooper Brennan (17:01),
Kevin Yucetepe (17:08), Sean Melone
(17:21), Zach Jacobson (17:22), Aidan
Kilbourn (17:25), Ronnie Melao
(17:36) and Alex Maurillo (17:38).
Dan Scalia finished 10th at 17:48.

Westfield won the 2.1-mile fresh-
man race with a total of 37. Dan Laide
(13:30) finished third, Sal Brown
(13:38) took fifth and CJ Maz (13:40)
took seventh. Cranford Cougars River
Elbayar (13:41) and Brendan Reilly
(13:46) finished 8-9. Blue Devil Luke
Bowen-Crupi (13:47) took 10th.
Raider Ben Krauss finished 14th. Blue
Devils Justin Zucker, Jackson Jordan
and Jack Spellman finished 19-25-
27, respectively.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Paige Antoniewicz, a junior on the
varsity volleyball team has earned over 50 service points, 12 of those aces. She has
picked up over 50 digs and 57 kills this season and led the team last week with 10
kills and 7 service points against Summit, winning the game on an ace. Valentino
Ambrosio, a senior on the varsity football team, was 4-for-4 on extra points, with
two field goals of 24 yards and 45 yards, and kicked seven touchbacks in the
Cougars’ 34-21 victory over Hillside.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUSTLING FOR THE BALL...Blue Devil Sofia Carayannopoulos, No. 16, hustles for the ball in hopes to get to it before
Raider Corrine Lyght, No. 6, during the UCT Championship game at AL Johnson High School on October 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO USE BODY ENGLISH...Blue Devil midfielder Andrew Echausse, right, attempts to use a little body English
to get around an Elizabeth Minuteman during the UCT Championship game on October 28.

‘Salute to Soldiers’
Scheduled Nov. 4

There will be a special “Salute to
Soldiers” Ceremony at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November
4 at 1:45 p.m. prior to the football
game against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. Veterans will be honored
during the National Anthem. All vet-
erans are welcomed to attend in uni-
form or civilian attire for a special
dedication for service.
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Lady Blue Devils Nudge GL
For UCT XC Championship
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PATTERSON SCORES WINNER, CLARK GETS AN ASSIST

Cougars Top in Conference;
Beat Soccer Highlanders, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three teams were in contention for
the Union County Conference Moun-
tain Division crown and two of the
contenders did battle with the loser
being eliminated and the winner
clinching, at least, a share of the title
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 26. Senior Drew Patterson
took a pass from senior co-captain
Sam Clark in the first half and cashed
in with what turned out to be the only
goal of the game to give the Cranford
High School boys soccer team a 1-0
victory over the visiting Governor
Livingston Highlanders.

The Highlanders walked into this
game with a 3-2-1 conference record,
while the Cougars were sitting at 5-2
and the Summit Hilltoppers were
sporting a 3-2 conference record. The
Cougars needed to win this game since
the Highlanders defeated them 3-1
earlier in the season.

“We were walking into this today
saying that this was a championship
game. This is for the conference. The
way that it stands right now, Summit is
3-2, so they still have three conference
games to play, one which was today.
So the best that they can do is 6-2 like
us and we split the season series. We
both beat each other 2-1 so at the very
least, we are going to split that confer-
ence championship,” Cougar Head
Coach Greg Campbell explained.

“To be the team that turned this
program around is incredible. When I
came in as a freshman, we were win-
ning three games a season. Next we
were four games a season. It’s just a
justifying feeling to know that this
year, myself and Andrew Rojo, a fan-
tastic player, Mike Carracino, we took
upon ourselves to turn this program
around and to bring home a confer-
ence title. Put numbers on the banner
if you say and we finally did that

today,” Clark expressed.
“Like Sam said, the improvements

that we’ve had over the years is in-
credible. I came in this year, trans-
ferred over and it is a whole different
team from two or three years ago,”
Patterson added.

“It’s about time! This is my first title
of any kind here in Cranford. It’s really
exciting to build up. We set the goal of
going 6-2 in out eight division games
this year and we’ve accomplished that.
We said at the beginning of the year
that that would get us, at least, a share
of the conference title. We know that a
couple of other teams still have games
to play but we are excited about the
way we performed in our conference,”
Coach Campbell said.

The 10-6 Cougars did bring it to the
7-7-1 Highlanders most of the game
and launched a number of shots at or
very close to the goal. The first real
close press consisted of a three-
pronged attack where Cougar Kevin
Murphy sent a right-to-left cross into
the box where Dylan DePuy received
the ball and tapped it left to Matt
Medeiros, whose shot was deflected.

Patterson’s goal came at the 10-
minute mark when Clark sent his shot
from midfield. Patterson took a couple
of crafty steps, eluded defenders and
tapped the ball past GL goalkeeper
Andre Perez Santalla.

“Sam saw me. He was pretty far
out. He played a great ball and I was
able to finish it. I got it around like 20
or 30 yards out. I slipped two defend-
ers. Got inside the box. Put it far
post,” Patterson recalled.

Minutes after Patterson’s goal Perez
Santalla was replaced in goal by
Connor Bigelow.

With less than three minutes re-
maining in the game, Patterson
brought the ball down the left sideline
and zipped the ball into the box where
after some ping-ponging, DePuy took

a shot and just missed adding a goal.
“I thought it was going over the

keeper’s head at first. Then DePuy
was right there. It was real close,”
Patterson said.

The Highlanders did have two very
close opportunities that were thwarted
by Cougar senior co-captain/goal-
keeper Andrew Rojo, who finished
with four saves. The first came near
the end of the first half with less than
one minute on the clock when Tom
Candeloro ripped a shot from 20 yards
out and Rojo stopped it. The second
fierce attempt came six minutes into
the second half when a Highlander
brought the ball down the left side-
line, cut along the end line toward the
Cougars’ net and drilled a shot that
Rojo absorbed.

“A game is nothing but 80 minutes
in time. The good teams are the ones
that consistently bring it all 80 min-
utes every time. The first time we
played them, we didn’t bring it. We
didn’t have it. But this 80 minutes
right here, we were the team that
brought it. We were the team to have
the depth, the longevity to bring it
today,” Clark stated.

“I mentioned at the beginning of
the year that I thought this was a
special group and we were going to
do a great job. Of all the things that we
wanted to accomplish this year, we’ve
gotten there. State tournament run is
next, so we are going to focus and try
to push for that as well,” Coach
Campbell said.

The Cougars received the fifth seed
for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament and played 12th-seeded
Rahway on October 31. A win would
send them into the quarterfinals to
face either fourth-seeded Summit or
13th-seeded Chatham tomorrow, Fri-
day, November 3.
Gov. Livingston 0 0 0
Cranford 1 0 1

ABDELLA NOTCHES TWO GOALS, QUIGLEY SCORES ONE

Raider Soccer Boys Roll Past
South Plainfield Tigers, 3-1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Zidan Abdella scored two goals to
help the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team to a 3-1 win
over South Plainfield (6-10-2) on
October 25 at the Police Athletic
League field in South Plainfield.
Raider co-captain Brogan Quigley
also scored a goal. Brothers Alex and
Michael Ferrara each chipped in an
assist to make the regular season fi-
nale a successful one and evened the
Raiders’ record at 10-10.

“I believe we are going in the right
direction,” said Raiders veteran Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky. “We’ve won
two in a row and we are doing things
better than we were early in the sea-
son.”

The Raiders went back and forth
against South Plainfield for much of
the first half with neither team estab-
lishing much in the way of offensive
threats. But the Raiders broke through
in the 13th minute when Alex Ferrara
attempted a long kick that clanked off
the crossbar and found its way to the
foot of Abdella in front of the net.
Abdella wasted little time in taking
advantage of the gift and slipped it
past the Tiger goaltender for a 1-0 lead

“Alex Ferrara had a nice strike on
the ball,” said Abdella. “It rebounded
off of the crossbar and came right to
me. I just tapped it into the back of the
net before the goalkeeper could get
adjusted.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood was right
back in front of the South Plainfield
net a minute later and made the most
of the opportunity when Quigley
dragged a ball past Tiger goalkeeper
Bryan Cruz for a 2-0 lead. Cruz dove
to his right and got his hands on the
shot but it skittered off of his finger-
tips and rolled slowly into the back
corner of the net.

In the second half it was Abdella
once again scoring from in front of
the net in the 69th minute for a com-
manding 3-0 Raider lead.

“I think it was Michael Ferrara who
may have unintentionally gotten me
the ball on that play,” said Abdella. “I
was able to finish the play and tap it
into the back of the net.”

South Plainfield avoided the shut-
out in the 75th minute with a little
help from Raider goalkeeper Dan
Coyle, who made a nice stop on a shot
but then failed to clear the ball suc-
cessfully. Coyle’s short kick was in-
tercepted by South Plainfield player
Isaiah Storah, who promptly drilled a
kick into the back of the net for the
Tigers’ only score.

It was a workmanlike performance
from the Raiders, which left them
ready for a Halloween date at sev-
enth-seeded Watchung Hills in the
opening round of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, North 2 Group IV playoffs.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood enters the
post season as the 10th seed.

After a 1-6 start to the season, a
.500 finish seemed unlikely just a few
weeks ago, let alone earning a spot in

the state playoffs. But Abdella, a jun-
ior, along with Michael and Alex
Ferrara, were part of a mid-season
change in strategy employed by
Breznitsky in hopes of kick-starting a
stalled offense. The Raiders started
off the season by scoring just one goal
in their first seven matches.

Breznitsky moved Abdella and the
Ferraras up to forward positions and
the offense immediately came to life.
The Raiders scored 13 goals in a
county game against Roselle Catho-
lic and won nine of their final 13
games, leaving them as a true X-

factor in their bracket, which also
features top-seeded Westfield and
second and third seeds Bridgewater
and Elizabeth.

“I’ve said it before and I’m sticking
to it,” said Breznitsky. “When we
play well, we are as good as any team
in the bracket.”

Perhaps too much was expected

early of this traditionally powerful team
that entered the season as a statewide
top-10 contender. Scotch Plains suf-
fered a ton of graduation losses from
last year’s team, including John
Murphy and top goaltender Sean
Murray. The early returns were brutal
with the Raiders being shut out in six
of their first seven games, all one goal
losses. But ever since the lineup moves,
the Raiders have looked more like the
team we are accustomed to seeing.

“We have definitely been controlling
the ball better since mid-season,” said
Abdella. “We still have things we need

to do better and more consistently.”
If the Raiders got past Watchung

Hills (7-5-2) in the first round, no
easy feat, a quarterfinal round match
against second seeded Bridgewater
would likely be in the offering on
November 3.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 1 3
South Plainfield 0 1 1

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE. NO. 2017-12

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION AND REVISION OF THE
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF
SAID CODE; REPEALING AND SAVING FROM REPEAL CERTAIN ORDI-
NANCES NOT INCLUDED THEREIN; ESTABLISHING A PENALTY FOR
ALTERING OR TAMPERING WITH THE CODE; AND MAKING CERTAIN
CHANGES IN PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ORDINANCES

 Be it ordained and enacted by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

§ 1-5. Adoption of Code.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-4, the ordinances of the Township of Cranford of a general

and permanent nature adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford,
as revised, codified and consolidated into chapters and sections by General Code, and
consisting of Chapters 1 through 416, together with an Appendix, are hereby approved,
adopted, ordained and enacted as the “Code of the Township of Cranford,” hereinafter
known and referred to as the “Code.”

§ 1-6. Code supersedes prior ordinances.
This ordinance and the Code shall supersede all other general and permanent

ordinances enacted prior to the enactment of this Code, except such ordinances as are
hereinafter expressly saved from repeal or continued in force.

§ 1-7. When effective.
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according

to law.
§ 1-8. Copy of Code on file.
A copy of the Code in loose-leaf form has been filed in the office of the Township Clerk

and shall remain there for use and examination by the public until final action is taken on
this ordinance; and, if this ordinance shall be adopted, such copy shall be certified to by
the Clerk of the Township of Cranford by impressing thereon the Seal of the Township,
as provided by law, and such certified copy shall remain on file in the office of the Clerk
of the Township, to be made available to persons desiring to examine the same during
all times while said Code is in effect.

§ 1-9. Amendments to Code.
Any and all additions, amendments or supplements to the Code, when passed and

adopted in such form as to indicate the intent of the governing body to make them a part
thereof, shall be deemed to be incorporated into such Code so that reference to the “Code
of the Township of Cranford” shall be understood and intended to include such additions
and amendments. Whenever such additions, amendments or supplements to the Code
shall be adopted, they shall thereafter be printed and, as provided hereunder, inserted in
the loose-leaf book containing said Code as amendments and supplements thereto.

§ 1-10. Publication; filing.
The Clerk of the Township of Cranford, pursuant to law, shall cause this Adopting

Ordinance to be published, in the manner required, in a newspaper of general circulation
in the Township. Sufficient copies of the Code shall be maintained in the office of the Clerk
for inspection by the public at all times during regular office hours. The enactment and
publication of this Adopting Ordinance, coupled with availability of copies of the Code for
inspection by the public, shall be deemed, held and considered to be due and legal
publication of all provisions of the Code for all purposes.

§ 1-11. Code book to be kept up-to-date.
It shall be the duty of the Clerk or someone authorized and directed by the Clerk to keep

up-to-date the certified copy of the book containing the Code required to be filed in his or
her office for the use of the public. All changes in said Code and all ordinances adopted
subsequent to the effective date of this codification which shall be adopted specifically as
part of the Code shall, when finally adopted, be included therein by reference until such
changes or new ordinances are printed as supplements to said Code book, at which time
such supplements shall be inserted therein.

§ 1-12. Sale of Code book.
Copies of the Code, or any chapter or portion of it, may be purchased from the Clerk, or

an authorized agent of the Clerk, upon the payment of a fee authorized by the Township.
The Clerk shall also arrange for procedures for the periodic supplementation of the Code.

§ 1-13. Altering or tampering with Code; penalties for violation.
It shall be unlawful for anyone to improperly change or amend, by additions or deletions,

any part or portion of the Code or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner
whatsoever which will cause the law of the Township of Cranford to be misrepresented
thereby. Anyone violating this section or any part of this ordinance shall be subject, upon
conviction, to one or more of the following: a fine of not more than $2,000, imprisonment
for not more than 90 days or a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, in the
discretion of the Judge imposing the same.

§ 1-14. Severability of Code provisions.
Each section of the Code and every part of each section is an independent section or

part of a section, and the holding of any section or a part thereof to be unconstitutional,
void or ineffective for any cause shall not be deemed to affect the validity or constitution-
ality of any other sections or parts thereof.

§ 1-15. Severability of ordinance provisions.
Each section of this ordinance is an independent section, and the holding of any section

or part thereof to be unconstitutional, void or ineffective for any cause shall not be deemed
to affect the validity or constitutionality of any other sections or parts thereof.

§ 1-16. Inconsistent ordinances repealed.
A. Except as provided in § 1-17, Ordinances saved from repeal, below, all ordinances

or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions contained in the Code adopted by
this ordinance are hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall only be to
the extent of such inconsistency, and any valid legislation of the Township of Cranford
which is not in conflict with the provisions of the Code shall be deemed to remain in full
force and effect.

B. Repeal of specific ordinances. The Township Committee of the Township of Cranford
has determined that the following ordinances are no longer in effect and hereby
specifically repeals the following legislation:

 (1) Chapter 68, Barbershops, of the 1992 Code, which derived from Chapter 9, Article
I, of the Revised Ordinances adopted October 10, 1968.

§ 1-17. Ordinances saved from repeal.
The adoption of this Code and the repeal of ordinances provided for in § 1-16 of this

ordinance shall not affect the following ordinances, rights and obligations, which are
hereby expressly saved from repeal:

A. Any ordinance adopted subsequent to July 18, 2017.
B. Any right or liability established, accrued or incurred under any legislative provision

prior to the effective date of this ordinance or any action or proceeding brought for the
enforcement of such right or liability.

C. Any offense or act committed or done before the effective date of this ordinance in
violation of any legislative provision or any penalty, punishment or forfeiture which may
result therefrom.

D. Any prosecution, indictment, action, suit or other proceeding pending or any
judgment rendered, prior to the effective date of this ordinance, brought pursuant to any
legislative provision.

E. Any franchise, license, right, easement or privilege heretofore granted or conferred.
F. Any ordinance providing for the laying out, opening, altering, widening, relocating,

straightening, establishing of grade, changing of name, improvement, acceptance or
vacation of any right-of-way, easement, street, road, highway, park or other public place
or any portion thereof.

G. Any ordinance or resolution appropriating money or transferring funds, promising or
guaranteeing the payment of money or authorizing the issuance and delivery of any bond
or other instruments or evidence of the Township’s indebtedness.

H. Ordinances authorizing the purchase, sale, lease or transfer of property or any lawful
contract, agreement or obligation.

I. The levy or imposition of taxes, assessments or charges or the approval of the
municipal budget.

J. The dedication of property or approval of preliminary or final subdivision plats.
K. All currently effective ordinances pertaining to the rate and manner of payment of

salaries and compensation of officers and employees.
L. Any ordinance adopting or amending the Zoning Map.
M. Any ordinance relating to or establishing a pension plan or pension fund for

municipal employees.
N. The rules and regulations of the Police Department and Fire Department and any

amendments thereto.
§ 1-18. Changes in previously adopted ordinances.
A. In compiling and preparing the ordinances for adoption and revision as part of the

Code pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-4, certain grammatical changes and other minor
changes were made in one or more of said ordinances. It is the intention of the Township
Committee that all such changes be adopted as part of the Code as if the ordinances so
changed had been previously formally amended to read as such.

B. In addition, the changes, amendments or revisions as set forth in Schedule A
attached hereto and made a part hereof are made herewith, to become effective upon the
effective date of this ordinance. (Chapter and section number references are to the
ordinances as they have been renumbered and appear in the Code.)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the foregoing ordinance was finally passed at a
meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on October
24, 2017.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/2/17, The Leader Fee: $234.60
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“I ran around 19:15”, Melao
guessed. “That’s a PR for me, so I’m
excited. It’s my first time racing this
season. I haven’t raced here since
counties last year.”

Last week at the conference meet
because the Blue Devils knew they
had the title well in hand, Melao and
Emma Jackler took their time and
finished together with a time of 20:41.

“Emma Jackler and I actually ran it
together, so we didn’t race too hard
but this week we definitely brought it.
We knew what we wanted to do. We
came out and we did it,” Melao ex-
plained.

Morgan, who finished third at the
conference meet at 20:17, also stepped
it up and finished fourth at 19:25.

“This is my third or fourth time
running but I felt really good the first
mile. There was one girl [Union Catho-
lic] that really pushed ahead of me. I
just wanted to keep close to her. She
was farther ahead of me in the begin-
ning but I caught her towards the
end,” Morgan said.

Raider senior Maddy Bord, who
took seventh at the UCT last year and
second in the conference this year by
less than a second at 19:42, crossed
fifth with a time of 19:37.

“Today I ran 19:35, which is a PR
from last week. This season has been
really great. I was looking forward to
keep running in the future. Actually I
just committed today to college. Usu-
ally my strategy is to go out a little
more conservative and then catch up

to people I know, like Mia [Melao]
and some UC girls. But then push
hard at the end,” Bord explained.

Collins, who edged Bord for the
conference title, finished sixth at 19:40
and Hacker finished 11th at 20:11.
Cranford Cougars Lindsay Aschmies
at 20:20 and Julia Kelly at 20:32,
finished 21-23 and Raider Sofia
Casimiro finished 24th at 20:36, fol-
lowed by the Blue Devil three pack of
Caroline Stockwell (20:39), Brianna
Hatch (20:46) and Lucy Gretsky
(20:48), and Raider Amanda Logie at
20:53.

The Blue Devil JV girls captured
first with a total of 15, followed dis-
tantly by the Vikings at 49 and Sum-
mit at 85. The Blue Devils swept the
first five spots with Elizabeth Bielen
taking first at 20:53, followed by
Molly Mineo at 21:03, Abby Frontero
at 21:05, Ava Maurillo at 21:15 and
Greta Frontero at 21:35. Paige Radice
finished seventh at 21:42, Julia Friss
(21:47) and Jessica Stern (21:53) fin-
ished 11-12, and Julia Csorba and
Julia Burk finished 15-16, respec-
tively, at 21:57.

The Blue Devil freshman also took
first, taking all the top-10 spots ex-
cept seventh. Maddie Lerner took top
honors with a time of 13:58, followed
by Sammy Salz at 14:05, Molly
Stogner and Natalia Villano both at
14:47, Mira Mehta at 14:50 and Chloe
Shanebrook-Wein at 15:41. Jade
Radice, Caroline Bielen and Hailey
Stogner finished 8-9-10.

SPF ‘Y’ White Score Big
Over Somerset Hills ‘Y’

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) Girls “White” Swim Team
opened the dual meet season at home
on October 28 against the Somerset
Hills “Y” and won 226.5-142.5.

Individual Medley (IM):
Age 9-10 (sweep) — Genevieve

Pope, Julia Ronnen and Jamie Trela
1-2-3, respectively, in the 100IM. For
age 11-12 girls, Grace Best, Isabella
Rovito and Mia Gonyou took 2-3-4,
while Angela Panikiewsky, Julianna
Warren, and Faith Best, placed 2-3-4
in the 13-14 200IM. In the 15-18 200,
Lara Espiritu, Nicole Kenny and
Hannah Davis swept 1-2-3.

Freestyle Events:
8U 25-free — Jacklyn Choi,

Hrishita Paranjape and Leilu Colodne
swept. In 9-10 50-free, Amelia
Condell finished first, Taylor Piazza
fourth and Colleen Gillen fifth. For
11-12s, Caitlyn Falkowski and Hanna
Alber placed 2-4. In the 13-14 100-
free, Hope Best, Chloe Burfeindt and
Sophia Gallahue swept. In the 15-
18s, Hannah Davis took first and
Aubrey Bagdonas was fourth.

Breast Events:
8U 25-breast, Isabella Tchubabria,

Anvi Ogale and Annika Jeena swept. In
9-10 50-free, Ronnen, Colleen Gillen,
and Elaina Yick placed 3-4-5. In11-12
50-breast, G. Best, Gonyou and Hannah
Alber swept. In 13-14 100-breast,

Katelyn Gaulin took first and Avery
Higinbotham took fourth. Espiritu took
first in the 15-18 200-breast, while
Hannah Crisafulli took fifth.

Backstroke Events:
8U 25-back — A. Ogale,

Tchubabria and Colodne took 1-2-3.
For 9-10 50-back, Pope touched first,
while J. Trela and Yick took 4-5. In
the 11-12 50-back, Falkowski won,
while Carolyn Joe and Lily Gaulin
took 4-5. In 13-14 100-back,
Higinbotham won, while Amaya
Wilkerson H. Best placed 3-5. Kenny,
Bagdonas and Sylvia Rozalski took
1-2-4 in the 15-18 200.

Butterfly Events:
8U 25-fly — Choi and Jeena

touched 1-2. In 9-10 50-fly, Condell
and Piazza took 1-2. For the 11-12s,
Rovito finished first with Joe and K.
Ogale placed 4-5. For 13-14 100-fly,
Warren, Panikiewsky, Burfeindt and
Angela Tramontana placed 1-2-4-5.
For the 15-18s, Isha Rai took second
and Rozalski, fourth.

Freestyle Relay:
For 8U 100, (Choi, Ogale,

Tchubabria, Jeena), 9-10 200
(Ronnen, Condell, Piazza, Trela), 11-
12 200 (Alber, G. Best, Joe,
Falkowski), 13-14 200 (H. Best,
Burfeindt, Higinbotham, F. Best), and
15-18 200 (Kenny, Rozalski,
Bagdonas, Espiritu) all took first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A CLOSE UP LOOK...Cougar forward Drew Patterson, No. 12, gets a close up look at the ball in the regular-season finale
game against the Governor Livingston Highlanders in Cranford on October 26. Patterson scored the game-winning goal.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A PLAY...Raider junior Alex Ferrara, No. 2, looks to set up a play
in the game against South Plainfield on October 25. The Raiders won 3-1.
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AMBROSIO BOOTS 7 IN E. Z.; CADET 80-YD TD ON KO

Cougars Halt Comet Runners,
Earn 34-21 Gridiron Triumph

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Special efforts yielded special re-
sults for the Cranford High School
football team in its showdown with
the Hillside Comets and their power-
ful running game in Cranford on Oc-
tober 27. The Cougar defensive line
and linebackers held Comet running
back Brian Ugwu in check and re-
ceived an outstanding kicking perfor-
mance from senior Valentino
Ambrosio in a 34-21 triumph.

As he had been doing all season,
Ambrosio was showcasing his boom-
ing kickoffs and was even more im-
pressive this time, blasting all seven
of his kickoffs into the end zone, giv-
ing the speedy Comet return men no
chances to become heroes. The Com-
ets had come into the game with a 5-
2 record.

“It just feels great to be out there
with my teammates. It was a great win
over a good football team. It’s an
awesome feeling just going out there
and kick. I love kicking. I do my thing.
I love it,” Ambrosio expressed.

Ambrosio was quick to credit his
mentor, who has been supporting him
on his journey.

“Coach Pat Sempier has been with
me all my life through high school.
He’s like my grandfather. I love him to
death. I really don’t know what I would
do without him. He’s always there for
me. He drives really far just to come
watch me kick. He does it all for his
own enjoyment and to help people,”
Ambrosio added.

The Cougars’ defense also stymied
the Comets’ running game, especially
that of Igwu, who was limited to just 40
yards on 14 carries. The entire Comet
team was held to just 73 yards on the
ground and the names of defensive line-
men Tim Joyce, John Markase and Rob
Schork, and linebackers James Shriner,
Dylan Budnik, Ahmad Rasheed and
Matt Doran, along with defensive back
Elijah Arroyo were being mentioned by
the announcer all evening.

“Our defense stays together all the
time. We cooperate with one another.
We are always shouting out plays. We
are good at communication and we hit
our gaps hard. At the end of the day
when we see the ball, we hit it hard.
We wrap up, we bring them to the
ground and hopefully we get turn-
overs, which we did today,” explained
Markase, who made five tackles.

“I am always getting help from the
other guys in the line. Even if they
aren’t in the tackle zone, they help me
make the tackle. We are always help-
ing each other out. We are going 100
percent all the time,” said Joyce, who
had seven tackles and caused a fumble.

The Cougar defense was also big on
creating turnovers. Defensive back

Josh Cadet recovered a fumble on a
punt and Arrayo also recovered a
fumble. Schork also blocked a punt
and tipped a pass.

“One thing we pride ourselves in
Cranford is hitting hard. We see the
guy with the football. We square him
up and hopefully draw the ball loose.
Schork was coming hard off the end,
blocked that punt. Cadet! Amazing
out of the backfield returning it! We
are a strong team,” Markase said.

Comet quarterback Tajae Irby did
have more success in the air, complet-
ing 16 of 22 passes for 217 yards,
including three touchdowns. The 5-3
Cougars, however, had success in their
running game with 170 yards, includ-
ing a pair of three-yard touchdown
runs by Anthony Araujo. Shriner car-
ried eight times for 70 yards, which
included a 44-yard sprint that set up
the second touchdown. Quarterback
Dan Curren, who carried 20 times for
81 yards, completed four of eight
passes for 114 yards and three recep-
tions were to sophomore Tom
Korzeneski for 109 yards and the other
was a five-yard touchdown strike to
Jake Bradford.

A quick three-and-out forced the
Comets to get off a poor punt to their
own 41 where the Cougars took 12
plays to score when Curren connected
with Bradford in the end zone with
5:31 left in the first quarter. Ambrosio
kicked the first of his four points after.
Shriner’s 44-yard run to the Comet 14
set up the next score ending when
Araujo plowed in from the three with
54.3 on the clock.

The Comets scored midway through
the second quarter when Irby con-
nected with Nahree Biggins for 17
yards, which made the score 14-7.

Cranford’s longest drive of the
evening came in the third quarter and
it began with Curren frantically scram-
bling near his own end zone. Fortu-
nately he spotted Korzeneski, who
grabbed his pass and began his long
journey down field resulting in a 77-
yard run before he was brought down
at the eight. Four plays later, Ambrosio
booted a 24-yard field goal.

“I was just trying to get open. When
you see scramble, you always move
around and just get out of the way of
other guys,” Korzeneski said. “On the
first read, if I’m not open then look for
someone else. He started scrambling.
He threw it and nobody touched it.”

The Comets made it tense when
Shadon Willis turned a short recep-
tion into a 76-yard touchdown, nar-
rowing the margin to 17-14 with 4:30
left in the third quarter. But the Cou-
gars responded well with a 10-play,
69-yard scoring drive ending in
Araujo’s three-yard touchdown on the
first play of the fourth quarter. On that

drive Korzeneski made a superb leap-
ing grab good for 25 yards and Shriner
followed with an 18-yard run.

“I saw the ball and I said, ‘I got to go
get this,’ there was not much to it,”
Korzeneski said modestly. “When you
are going up like that, you always got to
protect the ball. You pretty much know
that you are always going to get hit.”

Schork’s blocked punt set up the
Cougars’ next score, which was a
booming 45-yard field goal by
Ambrosio.

“There’s no difference when you
are kicking a 45-yarder or kicking a
24-yard field goal. It’s the same thing,
the same steps, the same drive up
through the ball. I kicked a 55 yarder
in practice but I never had that attempt
during the game. You just got to keep
your head in. It’s the same thing just
like an extra point,” Ambrosio ex-
plained.

But the Comets did not disappear
yet and took advantage of several
Cougar penalties to score when
Biggins hauled in a three-yard touch-
down pass making the score 27-21.

The Cougars sealed the deal when
Cadet took the ensuing kickoff on the
20 and wiggled his way though numer-
ous tacklers for an 80-yard touchdown.

“It always feels good getting a win.
At least we came out here sticking to
our game plan, knowing we were go-
ing 100 percent and that’s how we
came out here today,” Joyce added

Ambrosio’s efforts and success
should not go unnoticed by some col-
leges.

“I am talking to a few schools. I just
haven’t received any scholarships yet
but I hope I can get one of those soon
because I would love to play in col-
lege. Division I is my dream,”
Ambrosio expressed.

The Cougars will complete their
regular season by hosting Delaware
Valley tomorrow night, November 3,
at 7 p.m.

“We are always strong at home,
especially on Senior Night when we
get good morale from the fans. We are
going to be pumped as a team and I
think we are going to get a ‘W’. “
Markase said.

“Coaches always say that you don’t
always get that many moments to capi-
talize, so when you get those big mo-
ments, you got to capitalize on them.
We had those big moments and hope-
fully there’s more to come,”
Korzeneski said.

“We are going to come out to prac-
tice, get ready for the next game and
focus on what’s ahead,” Joyce said.

“Yep! Senior Night! I am looking
forward to it. Every Friday night I am
looking forward to,” Ambrosio said.
Hillside   0   7   7   7 21
Cranford 14   0   3 17 34

BORR NETS 11 KILLS, SERAFIN 24 ASST, MILLER 10 KILLS

Blue Devils Stop Vikings, 2-0,
For UCT Volleyball Crown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team defeated Union
Catholic 2-0 (29-27, 25-13), to cap-
ture the Union County Tournament
Championship on October 28 at Kean
University in Union. It was Westfield’s
first county title since 2014, after
having lost back-to-back champion-
ship matches to these same Vikings.
Senior Stephanie Borr, the only re-
maining player on the roster from
Westfield’s last county champion
squad, recorded 11 kills, eight digs,
two aces and two blocks.

“This means so very much to me,”
said Borr, who is bound for Brandeis
next year. “I was the only one who
knew what it felt like to beat Union
Catholic in the tournament and I knew

this was my last chance to experience
that again and share it with my team-
mates. We came into this match with
a winning is the only option attitude
and we played the game that way.”

Indeed, the Blue Devils refused to
lose in an opening set that saw them
fall behind 17-11 after Union Catho-

lic ran off nine straight points. Trail-
ing 22-24, Westfield had to fight off
two match points before evening the
score at 25-25. The Blue Devils sur-
vived another match point in the epic
first set when Stephanie Margolies
won a point at the net to even the
score again at 26-26.

Westfield got its first crack at end-
ing the match by pulling ahead 27-26
after Viking AnaBella Giacobbe was
long on a return. Now it was the
Vikings’ turn to rally, as they fended
off a set point when Giacobbe re-
corded a kill just inside the sideline.
Westfield finally put the set in its
pocket with a spike from Margolies
that landed just in bounds behind the
UC defense. Then Viking Mackenzie
Fuhrmann appeared to tie the set with
a kill down the line but officials ruled

that the ball was outside the pole,
allowing Westfield to claim a 29-27
comeback win.

“I think that first set took some-
thing out of them,” said Westfield
senior Sydney Swingle, who had 10
digs in the match. “You can’t not play
a marathon set like that, especially

when you had the lead and set point a
few times, and not feel down men-
tally after letting it get away. We fed
off of winning that first set. It showed
our endurance and reinforced in us
the attitude that we were not going to
lose under any circumstances.”

It certainly appeared that way.
Westfield came out for the second set
and dominated right from the start.
The Blue Devils built a 5-1 lead be-
hind three-straight points from Borr.
They extended to an 11-5 lead with
Margolies scoring three of four points,
including an off-balance save that
rolled along the top of the net before
dropping down in front of the Union
Catholic front line.

Whenever these two squads have
met in the past four years it has always
seemed to be a battle between Union

Catholic’s height and powerful out-
side hitters against Westfield’s stingy
defense and finesse game on offense.
This time however, things were much
different. This time it was the
Westfield power game, led by Borr
and junior Jenna Miller, that was
dominating the action.

Borr’s offensive success combined
with some superior defensive team
efforts seemed to rattle the normally
unflappable Vikings, who began to
make unforced errors and had mis-
communications throughout the sec-
ond set. Westfield rolled all the way
out to a 20-7 lead behind this combi-
nation of events.

“I think in the past we’ve tried too
much to go over their blockers with
soft taps,” said Westfield Head Coach
Bev Torok. “Today we made an effort
to approach it differently. We tried to
be more aggressive and keep them on
their heels with solid defense and
passing and when we had the chance
to go at them we did it. I’ll tell you that
the communication out on the court
was never better than it was tonight
for us.”

Westfield marched closer to vic-
tory expanding to a 23-13 lead before
Miller tapped one over the Viking
front line that found an open spot on
the floor and put the Blue Devils one
point away from victory. Margolies
took care of the rest, ending the set
and the match with an ace, as team-
mates erupted in celebration.

“I don’t think anyone let up on the
intensity out there even when the score
was big in our favor,” said Torok.
“We know who Union Catholic is and
we’ve had such a rivalry with them
over the years that we were not going
to get comfortable until the final point
was scored.”

It was a total team effort for the Blue
Devils. Grace Serafin led the team
with 24 assists to go along with nine
digs and two aces. Miller had 10 kills
and six digs. Margolies had three aces,
three kills, an assist and nine digs.

For Union Catholic, which split the
regular season series with Westfield,
the second set was not one of their
sharper efforts.

“We committed a lot of unforced
errors tonight,” said Viking Head
Coach Nancy Saggio. “We didn’t have
it together tonight. I don’t want to
take anything away from Westfield
though. They played great. They were
really prepared and psyched up after
winning that first set. Sometimes when
you lose a close opening set like that
it takes a little while for you to get
your head back in the match. I think
there was a little bit of that going on
with us and of course, Westfield was
just flying after winning that set.”

Union Catholic (25-3) was set to
enter the NJSIAA Non-Public Tour-
nament as the second seed and would
face St. Dominic on Halloween. Im-
maculate Heart is the top seed in the
bracket.

The Blue Devils (20-3) was slated
to host Montgomery on Halloween as
they start their quest for a 2017 sec-
tional title to add to their county
crown.

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

WF PAL A Beats Richmond,
Cranford, Perth Amboy PAL

VOLUNTEERS FOR A CAUSE...On October 21, the Westfield PAL Football A
Team volunteered at the Community Food Bank of NJ in Hillside.

The Westfield PAL Football A team
improved its record to 8-0 on the
2017 campaign with recent victories
over Richmond Boro, Cranford and
Perth Amboy.

The Blue Devils visited Cranford
on October15 in a showdown of two
teams vying for playoff position in
the North Jersey Suburban Youth
Football League (NJSYFL). The Blue
Devils opened on offense and used a
balanced attack to score a TD. RB
Jalen Wade keyed the rushing attack
behind a revamped offensive line that
was facing its biggest test of the sea-
son.

“Cranford has some very big and
talented defensive linemen,” noted
Head Coach Peter Gialluisi. “Our
offensive line really played well to-
day as a unit against some very tough
competition.”

QB Steven Angeli added some
timely passes, including a 20-yard
strike to WR James Csorba before FB
Malachi Mercer punched it in for the
TD.

Csorba made a key interception on
Cranford’s first series and the offense
went back to work. Angeli hit WR
Trey Constantino on a 50-yard pitch-
and-catch taking the ball down to the
one where Wade punched it in for the
score.

“That is as good of a throw and
catch that you will see in an 8th grade
football game, or heck, even a high
school football game,” noted offen-
sive coach Lou Mercer. “It was fun to
watch.

Overall, Csorba had a big day, add-
ing several more catches and a touch-
down run. The Blue Devils finished
off the scoring with a 10-yard strike
to WR David Link.

On October 22, the Blue Devils

were back in action against Perth
Amboy at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. Westfield jumped all over
the visitors, scoring touchdowns on
three of the first eight plays from
scrimmage. Westfield’s defense
forced two turnovers and pitched an-
other shutout. Standout performances
included LB Mark Gialluisi, DE Lo-
gan Howland, and DT Dylan Murphy.
Jalen Wade added two touchdowns,
one of which was on a punt return. RB
Duncan Foster stood out for his of-
fensive performance, including a rush-
ing touchdown.

The Blue Devils next travelled to
Monsignor Farrell HS in Staten Is-
land on October 29 to face rival Rich-
mond Boro in the regular season fi-
nale. A victory would secure the fourth
consecutive undefeated regular sea-
son for this group of boys, and the 1
seed in the 2017 NJSYFL playoffs. In
monsoon conditions, the Blue Devils
played a gritty game, and came away
with a 24-0 victory.

“With the extent of the rain, we
kept the ball primarily on the ground
and played power football,” noted
assistant coach Tom Allenbaugh. “Our
offensive and defensive lines really
controlled the line of scrimmage,”
added Allenbaugh, citing the play of
Ronan Fowler, Howland, Nick
Schoen, Nick Mase, Duke Edmonson,
Jack Price, Jonathan Giglio and
Murphy. Westfield’s touchdowns
came on runs by Wade and Angeli and
a 10-yard reception to Constantinou.

Westfield enters the NJSYFL play-
offs as the 1 seed with a rematch
against Cranford slated for the first
round. The game is scheduled to be
played on Sunday, November 5. The
time and location have not been final-
ized.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPECIAL EFFORTS FROM THE ‘D’...Cougar linebacker Jamie Shriner, No. 9, and defensive back Elijah Arroyo, behind,
bring Comet running back Brian Igwu, No. 1, down as John Markase, No. 27, and Ahmed Rasheed, No. 27, close in.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS...The Westfield Blue Devil girls volleyball team defeated Union Catholic, 29-27, 25-13, to
claim the Union County Tournament Championship at Kean University in Union on October 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A BREAKAWAY RUN...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider running back/co-captain Alex Oslislo, No. 24, had a huge
breakaway run in the second quarter against the 7-1 Somerville Pioneers in Scotch Plains on September 28. There was no
shortage of scoring as the Pioneers won 82-46 and Oslislo rushed for 192 yards on 18 carries, including a touchdown.



Page 20  Thursday, November 2, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

On paper this Saturday’s WHS vs.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football game
has some striking similarities to the
Oct. 14, 1978 game. Back then, as this
year, Westfield was coming off back-
to-back unbeaten state championship
seasons, and Scotch Plains came into
the game winless.

The final score that gloomy Satur-
day was Scotch Plains 11, Westfield 7.

(That at least partially explains my
preference for Wawa, QuickChek or
Krauser’s over 7-Eleven for the past 40
years.)

A win by the Blue Devils would
likely give them the top-seed and two
home games in the North 2, Group 5
playoffs, which start Nov. 10-11. It
would also extend the team’s current
win streak to 33, just three short of the
school record.

The Raiders have had a good offense
under first-year coach Mark Ciccotelli.
With senior quarterback Cooper Heisey
leading the way, they’ve scored 232
points, averaging 29 per game; WHS
has scored 136 points, averaging 19.4.
Heisey has thrown for over 2,376 yards
and 20 touchdowns this fall, and 4,739
yards and 39 TDs for his career. He had
an incredible 980 passing yards in back-
to-back losses to Summit and Cranford.

But after last Saturday’s 82-46 loss
to Somerville, SPF has allowed a hard-
to-believe 419 points, 52.4 per game.
The Blue Devils have given up just 46
total points in seven games.

Scotch Plains’ last win over WHS
was in 2012, a 10-2 victory at Tyson
Field. Westfield leads 41-13-2.

This will be the teams’ 57th meeting
– there was no game in 1990 due to a
conference scheduling snafu – making
it Westfield’s third-longest rivalry, trail-
ing only Plainfield (60-45-7 in 112
meetings) and Rahway (29-24-7 in 60
meetings).

BY THE NUMBERS
The latest power points for North 2

Group 5 (gridironnewjersey.com):
Westfield (7-0) 127, Bridgewater-

Raritan (6-2) 121, Piscataway (5-2)
106, Elizabeth (4-4) 81, East Orange
(4-3) 78.5, Bayonne (4-4) 78, Ridge
(4-4) 78, Watchung Hills (3-5) 74;
Dickinson (3-5) 68, Columbia (0-8)
51, Union (2-5) 48.

WHS’s football tackle leaders (com-
bined solos and assists) through seven
games:

ILB Drew Ortiz 58, ILB Shea Elliott
54, OLB Jacob Dayon 53, OLB Will
Kessler 52, E Jake Vall-Llobera 50, E
Joe SanGiacomo 45, T Rory McGovern
41, S Adam McDaniel 35, T Noah
Levy 28, CB Steve Barden 26, CB
Jordan Simpson 19.

The five winningest football coaches
in WHS history:

Gary Kehler (1961-82) 171-26-7,
Joe Freeman (1941-54) 92-39-3, Jim
DeSarno (2006-present) 88-36, Ed
Tranchina (1985-93, 1996-2005) 87-
90-5, Bob Duncan (1929-40) 53-39-
14.

SOCCER MILESTONES
Both the WHS girls and boys soccer

programs are nearing a milestone vic-
tory total.

After Saturday’s 1-1 tie with Scotch
Plains in the county final, the Westfield
girls soccer team has a 37-plus-year
record of 598-135-55, with 20 county,
9 sectional and 2 state titles.

At least part of the reason for that
success is the fact that there have been
just four head coaches in the 38 years
since the fall of 1980.

George Kapner (1980-90) was 194-
29-9, with 10 county, 5 sectional and 2
state championships.

Pete Giordano (1991-2003) was 210-
50-17, with 7 county and 3 sectional
titles.

Katie (Egan) Wertheimer (2004-08)
was 65-26-11, with 1 county title.

Alex Schmidt (2009-present) is 129-
30-18 through Saturday, with 2 county
and 1 sectional titles.

The Lady Blue Devils played J.P.
Stevens on Monday in the first round
of the state tournament.

The Blue Devil boys team earned a
co-championship with a 1-1 tie against
Elizabeth. That gives them a 695-256-
115 record in 54-plus years. There have
been just seven boys coaches since the
program started in 1963.

Bjarne Tonneson (1963-67) was 45-
16-18.

Bob Adriance (1968-70) was 24-17-
8.

Jim Georghegan (1971-76) was 59-
29-13.

Walt Leonow (1977-90) was 211-
50-26, with 6 county, 3 sectional and 1
state title.

You Never Know
In Rivalry Games

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior inside linebackers Shea Elliott (43) and Drew Ortiz get some in-game
coaching from WHS defensive coordinator Kenny Miller. They will have their
hands full trying to slow down high-scoring and pass-happy Scotch Plains this
Saturday afternoon at Kehler Stadium.

George Kapner (1991-97, 1999-
2012) was 280-112-42, with 4 county,
3 sectional and 2 state titles.

Dave Shapiro (1998) was 10-8-2.
Eric Shaw (2013-present) is 66-24-

6 through Saturday, with 2 county titles.
The boys opened state play against

Plainfield on Tuesday.
VOLLEYBALL UPDATE

WHS’s 2-0 volleyball win over Union
Catholic in the Union County Tourna-
ment final was the sixth in school his-
tory, all under 24-year coach Bev Torok.
The victory improved Torok’s volley-
ball record to 397-157.

Westfield won all four of its UCT
matches by a 2-0 score. Combine that
with assistant coach Jay Cook’s junior
varsity team winning its county title
and it appears the cupboard won’t be
bare after Stephanie Borr and Com-
pany graduate.

NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
Senior goalie Josh Mendelson was

spectacular Saturday night in WHS’s
1-1 tie with Elizabeth in the county
final. The first-year starter – Cullen
Birkel was in goal the past two years –

had a dozen saves, and most of them
were worthy of ESPN’s nightly high-
lights.

While Mendelson alone was worth
the $7 entry fee, both games were ex-
tremely well-played between evenly
matched teams.

And the Den is always OK with co-
championships, with not making a non-
winner out of anybody in a non-ad-
vancement game situation.

DID YOU KNOW?
It was the 20th Union County Tour-

nament championship for the WHS
girls soccer program. And five of those
titles were as co-champions, in 1981
(New Providence), 2002 (Oak Knoll),
2006 (SPF), 2012 (SPF) and 2017
(SPF).

IN THE GENES
Scotch Plains’ tying goal in

Saturday’s county final against WHS
was scored by freshman Corinne Lyght.
She is the daughter of former WHS
athletes Rose-Marie Miller (’91) and
Eric Lyght (’90).

Rose-Marie played on four county,
four sectional and two state champion
soccer teams at WHS, and was co-
captain of the ’90 squad. Eric scored
402 points as was co-captain of the ’90
basketball team.

ROUND FOUR?
Do the WHS-SPF girls and WHS-

Elizabeth boys have another game in
their future?

If they win their first two state match-
ups, WHS and SPF would play Round
4 on Monday, Nov. 6, in the sectional
semifinals.

And a fourth meeting between WHS
and Elizabeth could happen on Friday,
Nov. 10, if both reach the sectional
championship game.

WHS is currently 2-0-1 against both
heavyweight opponents.

IN PASSING
Dick Gottlick passed away on Oct. 21

at age 88. Dick, a Holy Trinity High
graduate, and his wife Mary Joan had
nine children, five boys and four girls.
Four of his sons – Rich, Jerry, Phil and
Will – were WHS wrestlers; all of them
were team captains and three made it to
state finals, with Rich winning the 148-
pound title in 1973, while Jerry and Phil
lost title matches against unbeaten op-
ponents. Their combined record at WHS
was 196-50-5.

Pat Connell passed away on Oct. 22.

She was 100. As a golfer at Echo Lake,
she was a bag everyone wanted, be-
cause she was one of the nicest ladies
ever (and a good tipper). For 77 years
she was the wife of Grover, and the
mother of Ted (’64), Terry (’68) and
Toni (’71).

Antoine ‘Fats’ Domino passed away
on Oct. 24 at age 89. He was up there
with Little Richard, Chuck Berry, Elvis
Presley, Buddy Holly, Gene Vincent
and Bo Diddley as the main purveyors
of rock and roll music in the late 1950s.

The Devil’s Den will appear from
time to time in The Westfield Leader.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEWART, KELLY, HAZARD SCORE IN PENALTY SHOOTOUT

Blue Devils Top N. Hunterdon
On Strokes in Field Hky States

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior
Kaeley Hazard slipped the game win-
ner into the back of the net clinching a
3-1 victory in strokes over North
Hunterdon in an NJSIAA Tournament
North Jersey, Section 2, Group IV
field hockey first round match played
on October 25 at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. Seventh-seeded Westfield
struggled all game against the feisty
10th-seeded Lions. The two clubs
played to a rousing 2-2 tie in regula-
tion then battled through two tense,
scoreless overtime periods before hav-
ing to settle the issue on strokes.

“I just wanted to put the game away
for our team,” said Hazard. “We were
all a little nervous, I’m sure, but we
have faith in each other. Their
goaltender was very quick on her feet
throughout the game. Getting the
chance to go 1-on-1 against her made
it a little easier.”

Even that was not easy as Westfield,
which shot first, missed their first two
opportunities, while North
Hunterdon’s Rachel McKinnon put
the Lions on top 1-0 with three at-
tempts remaining for both teams.
Westfield’s Savannah Stewart then
tied it when she slapped one into the
lower left corner of the net.

Blue Devil goalkeeper Colleen
O’Connor then came up big, swatting
away a shot by Lauren Wagner on the
Lions’ third attempt. On Westfield’s
fourth shot, Maggie Kelly also found
pay dirt, sending the ball into the
lower left corner for a 2-1 lead. North
Hunterdon needed to convert on its
fourth shot in order to keep pace but
Caroline Witte’s effort was kicked
away by O’Connor, setting the stage
for Hazard’s heroics moments later.

“That is why you get five shots in

this situation,” said Westfield Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald. “Even
though we were down 1-0 after two
shots, we know that all five of our
girls can score. It was just a matter of
getting that first one in against a very
tough goalkeeper. Then we got the
stop we needed from Colleen and we
were able to finish it.”

Westfield (8-8-3) got far more than
they bargained for in a North
Hunterdon team that had won just a
single game all season and had been
shut out 12 times in their 15 losses.
But the Lions started to roar in the last
few games, picking up their first win
of the season against Watchung Hills
before giving Phillipsburg a hard time
in a 3-2 loss. Whatever the reason, the
visitors came into Kehler Stadium
looking very confident and unafraid
and they played that way throughout
the game.

Westfield got on the board first on
a goal by Megan Webber at 23:10 in
the first half.

“I got a great pass from a teammate
on the play,” said Webber, a senior. “I
dodged a defender and then shot it to
a corner.”

North Hunterdon answered with a
goal by Lexi Poniatowski at 9:32 in
the first half. Westfield regained the
lead with 1:16 left in the first half on
a goal by junior Erin McDonald.

“My goal was really more of a team
goal,” said McDonald. “We got the
corner and the ball came into the
middle and got touched a few times.
It came to my stick and I tapped it in.”

Trailing 2-1, North Hunterdon came
out in the second half and really put
the pressure on new goalkeeper
O’Connor, who had replaced Julia
Rickert at the break. O’Connor had to
kick away several shots in the second
half as North Hunterdon went all out

in a bid to spring the upset.
The Lions were rewarded when

Rachel McKinnon scored the game-
tying goal with 13:33 remaining in
regulation. The two teams ended regu-
lation knotted at 2-2.

In the first 10-minute overtime pe-
riod, Westfield avoided disaster just
five minutes in when O’Connor
charged out from the net and kicked
away a shot from North’s Becca
Baucom, who was ahead of the Blue
Devil defense. Westfield had oppor-
tunities to end the match as well.
Maggie Maguire and Webber each
had shots in the final 30 seconds that
went wide of the post.

O’Connor again came up with a
game-saving play when she swatted
away an attempt by Baucom with
2:30 to play in the second overtime.

“There was a lot of pressure in
those overtime periods,” said
O’Connor, a junior. “I know my team-
mates have my back though. Hon-
estly, the only thing I was thinking on
those two plays was that I had to come
out and get it out of our end of the
field. There wasn’t much time to think
of much else.”

With the victory, Westfield earned
a quarterfinal visit to second-seeded
Hunterdon Central in a match that
was scheduled for October 28.

“No matter what, I’m proud of the
effort our kids gave today,” said
MacDonald. “This was a tight game
against a team that came in and played
very, very well. I think we had some
opportunities in the first half but we
just could not find the back of the net.
Our kids played through adversity
and things got a little dicey in the
overtime periods. They were tired but
they fought through it.”
No. Hunterdon 1 1 0 0 2 (1)
Westfield 2 0 0 0 2 (3)

RAIDERS BARNES, NOVELLA SCORE; GK NITTI 15 STOPS

N. Hunterdon Nips Raiders, 3-2,
In O.T. Field Hockey Thriller

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

North Hunterdon’s Becca Baucom
scored with just over a minute re-
maining in the first overtime period
to lead her team to a thrilling 3-2
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in a field hockey match played on
October 26 at Scotch Plains. The game
was a match between two squads with-
out post season aspirations this year
but with high hopes for their respec-
tive futures. As result, they produced
as exciting and intense a game as you
are likely to see that was only decided
when North Hunterdon took advan-
tage of an opportunity and executed
pass-and-shoot combination to per-
fection.

“I was coming across from the left
side and I got a pass from my team-
mate,” said Baucom, a senior. “There
was nobody on the post for Scotch
Plains, so I shot it. We had the advan-
tage because the goaltender was still
trying to get over from defending the
other side of the net. The pass was
perfect and I just fired it quickly at the
corner and it found the back of the
net.”

The Raiders had rallied from a 2-0
second-half deficit to tie the game
with just over five minutes left in
regulation on a goal by junior Julia
Barnes.

“The goal came off of a corner,”
said Barnes. “One of my teammates
had a nice shot on goal that kicked
around a bit and ended up on my
stick. I just tried to get the shot off as
quickly as I could.”

The final five minutes saw each
team with opportunities to win. Barnes
had a great chance for a one-on-one
against the North Hunterdon goal-
keeper after Cassidy Novello led her
with a pass ahead of the defense.
Barnes could not track it down before
it got to the North Hunterdon
goaltender. Moments later, Raider
goaltender Kelly Nitti fought off sev-
eral North Hunterdon shots in the
final, frantic minute, preserving the
tie and forcing overtime.

The two teams engaged in a score-
less first half before North Hunterdon

broke the deadlock a minute into the
second half. Becca Baucom scored
the first of her two goals to make it 1-
0. Sana Sarker scored just four min-
utes later giving the visitors a 2-0
lead. The Raiders finally got on the
board when Novello scored midway
through the second half to cut the
deficit to 2-1.

“It was a corner and on corners I
usually drive the ball,” said Novello,
a sophomore. “The pass went to Isa
(St. Rosa). She passed it to me and I
touched it to Erin. She got it back to
me and I pushed it in.”

Raider goalkeeper Nitti played an
outstanding game, stopping 15 shots
in total. North Hunterdon goalkeeper
Caroline Petrie had five saves.
Novello finished with one goal and
one assist for the Raiders and Barnes
had one goal.

With Wexler Field already in use,
the match was representative of old
school field hockey in that it was
played on an alternative true grass
field behind the high school, with all
the bumps and divots that were ac-
cepted parts of the game before the
recent installation of turf/grass combo
fields that are the norm nowadays.
Playing under such conditions adds a
component to the game that is rarely
seen anymore and it seemed to take
the Raiders a while to adjust to the
environment.

“We tend to want to dribble through
defenders, which is not uncommon
for a young team,” said Raider Head
Coach Alexandra Neidig. “On a turf
field, you can have more success with
that because the bounces are truer, the
ball moves more easily over the sur-
face. On grass, and we knew this
coming in, it is important that you
execute passes to move the ball up
and down the field. It is much harder
to hit the ball cleanly on grass. The
bumps and uneven surface slows the
offensive movement down when you
try to dribble.”

For North Hunterdon, the win was
a satisfying finish to a week, which
saw them take Westfield to a double
overtime tie before losing on strokes
in the first round of the state playoffs.

The Lions had taken their lumps
throughout most of the season before
finally collecting their first win of the
year a week earlier. North Hunterdon
was playing much better by the end of
the schedule.

For Scotch Plains-Fanwood the
2017 season was a return to varsity
field hockey play after a 30-plus year
absence. The Raiders managed to
collect four wins in their return sea-
son against the likes of Butler,
Koinonia, Union and Morris Hills.
Neidig, who has helped pilot the jour-
ney the return trip of Raider field
hockey to Scotch Plains spoke about
the accomplishments her young team
made in their initial season of varsity
play.

“I’m ecstatic,” said Neidig. “Last
year, we played against all JV teams
and we only had one win to show.
This season, to be able to get four
wins, it shows that the program is
advancing quickly. We could have
gotten this one today as well if we had
started a little faster and finished some
chances that we had in the first half.”
No. Hunterdon 0 2 1 3
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 2 0 2

The Westfield Football Parents’
Association (WFPA) is going to be
hosting a Multi-Family Yard Sale on
Sunday, November 5 (Rain Date: Sun,
Nov 12), at the Westfield High School
parking lot, with all the proceeds go-
ing to benefit your two-time defend-
ing state champion, Westfield High
School football program. In the mean-
time, we are asking for donations for
great stuff to sell.

Please take advantage of this op-
portunity to de-clutter your house a
bit over the next week. Let’s gets
those garages, attics and basements
cleaned out and find lots of hidden
treasures for us to sell.

We need: Furniture, Electronic
Items, small appliances, Tools,
Kitchen Items, Books, Toys, Cloth-

SPF PAL A Team to Face
Bloomfield in Grid Playoffs
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL A

football team will be facing a familiar
foe when the New Jersey Suburban
Youth Football League playoffs begin
this Sunday, November 5. The A team
eighth grade Raiders will play
Bloomfield in the opening round in
Cranford at 12:00. The Raiders just
played Bloomfield on October 29, fall-
ing 20-0 to the Essex County program.

The eighth grade Raiders ended
the 2017 regular season on the A level
with a 5-2-1 record. The stars for the
A team Raiders in the defeat were the
members of the offensive line —
Mikey Banic, Gabe Barco, Jake
DeGaetano, Robert Lerner, Tyrell
Weir-Johnson, Thomas Schmidt and
Giacomo Pares. Barco and Banic also

ing/Shoes, Bikes, Sporting Goods
Anything left over after the sale

will be donated to the Paul Jackson
Fund and Furniture Assist, to benefit
local families that are a bit down on
their luck.

Please come to the WFPA Yard
Sale, along w/ your family, neighbors
and friends, to see if you can pick up
a bargain and support Westfield Foot-
ball – Everything will be priced to sell
!!

Please contact Ralph Elliott w/
donations and any questions @
wfpa.yard.sale@gmail.com or (908)
868-1250.

Thanks for your continued support
of our two-time defending state
champs.

GO BLUE DEVILS!!!!!!

played well on defense.
The season came to a close for the

three other SPF PAL teams on a rainy
Sunday, October 29 in Morristown.

The C team sixth graders fell, 7-6,
to Morristown. Julia Flowers and Alex
Salameh were the top players for the
C team, which lost three of its games
by a total of five points this season.
Twice the sixth grade Raiders were
victims of a 14-12 score.

The D team fifth grade Raiders
were defeated, 31-13, by Morristown.
Jacob Handy and John Boyle were
the SPF standouts.

The fourth grade Raiders suffered
an 18-6 defeat on the E level to
Morristown. Aidan Lickman and Joe
LaRosa led SPF in that game.

Westfield FPA to Host
Multi-Family Yard Sale

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNERS IN THE FIRST ROUND...The Westfield Blue Devils field hockey team defeated North Hunterdon Lions in the
penalty stroke portion, 3-1, after tying in overtime in the first round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group IV Tournament.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FUN FIRST VARSITY SEASON...The SPF Raiders field hockey completed its
first season at the varsity level. Pictured are: Junior Julia Barnes (10), sophomore
Kelly Nitti (96), sophomore Catherine Boren (7) and senior Isa St. Rosa (9).

‘Salute to Soldiers’
Scheduled Nov. 4

There will be a special “Salute to
Soldiers” Ceremony at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on November
4 at 1:45 p.m. prior to the football
game against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Veterans will be honored during
the National Anthem. All veterans
are welcomed to attend in uniform
or civilian attire for a special dedi-
cation for service.
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visit theisoldicollection.com or call 908-787-5990

#LoveWhereYouLive

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield Area Homes by Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield
209 Central Avenue, Westfield

Office: 908-233-5555 x202

Cell: 908-787-5990

1040 Wychwood Road, Westfield

Offered at $1,599,900

111 Prospect Street, Unit 2A, Westfield

Offered at $749,000

935 Minisink Way, Westfield

Offered at $1,499,900

9 Tudor Oval, Westfield

Offered at $895,000

880 Shadowlawn Drive, Westfield

Offered at $635,000

212 Wyoming Street, Westfield

Offered at $575,000

233 Connecticut Street, Westfield

Offered at $899,900

30 Allenby Lane, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,199,000

1656 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,300,000

1221 Rahway Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $999,888

24 Tanglewood Lane, Mountainside

Offered at $795,000

12 Manchester Drive, Westfield

Offered at $1,599,000

225 Golf Edge Drive, Westfield

Offered at $1,899,900

Echo Ridge Luxury Townhomes

Priced from the mid $700’s

1235 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains

Offered at $1,749,900

547 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $1,249,000

35 Plymouth Road, Westfield

Offered at $1,600,000

512 Bradford Avenue, Westfield

Offered at $1,625,000
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Vote Keith Loughlin November 7

Keith Loughlin
Our Councilman

4th Ward

Loughlin's Record Loughlin's
Next Term Plan

KeithLoughlinNJ

@KeithLoughlin

info@keithloughlin.com

VOTE KEITH
Tuesday Nov. 7th

(Source: Zillow) 

Paid for Loughlin for Council, 6 Bell Drive, Westfield, NJ 07090

RE-ELECT FOR MAYOR

Paid for by Re-Elect Skibitsky for Mayor, Mariella Foley, Treasurer, 241 North Ave. West, Suite 300, Westfield, NJ 07090

Jon M. Bramnick (R)
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick is serv-

ing his seventh term in the General
Assembly. Asm. Bramnick was elected
by his colleagues in November 2015
to serve his third term as the Assembly
minority leader, making him the high-
est-ranking member of the Republi-
can Caucus in the Assembly.

Mr. Bramnick served on the Plainfield
City Council. He was an assistant pro-
fessor of business law at Rider Univer-
sity and an adjunct professor of busi-
ness law at Rutgers University.

Mr. Bramnick often volunteers his
services as a comedic auctioneer on
behalf of non-profit organizations.

A partner in the law firm of Bramnick,
Rodriguez, Grabas and Woodruff, based
in Scotch Plains. He is a certified civil
trial attorney and a frequent lecturer for
both the New Jersey Institute for Con-
tinuing Legal Education and the Ameri-
can Association for Justice. He served
as president of the Richard J. Hughes
Inns of Court, an association of profes-
sional attorneys dedicated to teaching
young attorneys.

Assemblyman Bramnick holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in political
science from Syracuse University,
where he was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa. He also holds a J.D. from
Hofstra University’s School of Law.

He resides in Westfield with his wife,
Patricia, and has two grown children,
Brent and Abigail; and a granddaughter.

Lacey Rzeszowski (D)
Born and raised in New Jersey,

Lacey Rzeszowski lives in Summit.
She attended New York University
with help from a merit scholarship,
graduating Summa Cum Laude with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Politi-
cal Science. She is a first-time candi-
date.

She is a community leader and coa-
lition builder. Over the past 14 years
she has spearheaded initiatives to
serve people in need, protect the en-
vironment, promote arts education,
and prevent gun violence. She is a
proponent of women’s health access.

An active member of the Summit
community, she has been an indepen-
dent social advocate with a grassroots
organization since 2011 and assisted
in various activities of the Lincoln-
Hubbard PTO during the 2014-2015
school year.

She served as a board member of
the Mayor’s Partnership for Public
Art in Summit.

An active member of St. John’s
Lutheran Church, she and her hus-
band, Ed, are the parents of three
sons.

Bruce H. Bergen (D)
Bruce H. Bergen is making his fifth

run for state assembly, having been a
candidate in 2005, 2007, 2009 and
2011.He is serving his second con-
secutive term as chairman of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

Mr. Bergen, a Springfield resident
and a partner in the Cranford law
firm of Krevsky, Silber & Bergen,
has been an attorney for 36 years. He
has participated in presenting semi-
nars at the New Jersey League of
Municipalities conference, on the
subject of ethics for elected offi-
cials. A lifelong resident of Union
County, he has been in leadership
and elected posts with the County
Democratic Committee. He previ-
ously served as Springfield town-
ship attorney for 17 years.

Mr. Bergen continues to serve as a
trustee of the Board of Directors of
the New Jersey Institute of Local
Government Attorneys, the state mu-
nicipal attorney organization affili-
ated with the New Jersey League of
Municipalities.

Born and raised in Cranford, Mr.
Bergen has been a member of the
Rotary Club of Cranford since 1982
and has twice served as president.

He and, Jodi, have been married
for more than 32 years and have
two grown children, Stefanie and
Ross.

Nancy F. Muñoz (R)
Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz

(R-21st, Summit) was sworn into of-
fice on May 21, 2009, to complete the
unexpired term of her late husband
Assemblyman Eric Muñoz, M.D. On
November 3, 2015, she was elected
to her fourth four-year term.

Asw. Muñoz is a graduate of
Skidmore College where she earned
her Bachelor of Science degree in
nursing; she earned her Master’s De-
gree in Nursing as a clinical nurse
specialist from Hunter College. She
has worked as a nurse in the Surgical
Intensive Care Unit at Yale-New Ha-
ven Hospital and Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, in the recovery room at
Mass General and Bellevue Hospi-
tals, the emergency room at Lenox
Hill Hospital and at Memorial Sloan
Kettering Cancer Center in the Am-
bulatory Care Center.

Asw. Muñoz is the minority whip
and serves on the Assembly Health
and Senior Services, Commerce and
Economic Development, and Women
and Children Committees, the Legis-
lative Services Commission as well
as the New Jersey Task Force on
Child Abuse and Neglect.

She is the mother of five adult
children and resides in Summit. She
was the former president of the PTA/
PTO at the grammar, middle and high
schools, and president of the Presi-
dents Council.

New Jersey State Assembly, Dist 21. (2-yr. Terms), Vote for  2
Jon Bramnick (R),  Nancy Munoz (R), Lacey Rzeszowski (D), Bruce Bergen (D)

Nicholas P. Scutari (D)
Nicholas P. Scutari of Linden was

elected to the State Senate in 2003.
Senator Scutari began his career

in public service in 1993 when he
was elected to the Linden Board of
Education. He was elected to the
Union County Freeholder Board in
1996, serving as vice-chairman in
1998 and chairman in 1999. He is
the youngest person ever to serve as
Freeholder chairman in Union
County.

In the Senate, he serves chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee where
he said he is committed to the vetting
and scrutiny of judicial nominees and
reappointments by the Governor. He
is also chairman of the Space Utiliza-
tion Committee, and a member of the
Commerce Committee.

A practicing attorney with an of-
fice located in Linden, Senator
Scutari is a member of the bar in both
New Jersey and New York. He earned
his law degree from Thomas Cooley
Law School in 1993. He graduated
from Kean College with honors in
less than three years at the age of 20,
and received his Master’s Degree
from Rutgers University in 1990 at
the age of 21.

Senator Scutari is a member of the
Union County Bar Association and
National Bar Association’s Council
of School Attorneys,and the National
Eagle Scout Association.

Joseph Bonilla (R)
Joseph Bonilla is a resident of

Clark and previously was a long-
time resident of Union. He was em-
ployed in law enforcement and in
security and has assisted in the train-
ing of auxiliary police recruits at
the John H. Stamler Academy in
Union County. Mr. Bonilla is a
graduate of Irvington High School
and the Essex County College Po-
lice Academy. He has certifications
in incident command from the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security,
from the New Jersey Police Train-
ing Commission in CPR and first
aid from the American Red Cross.

Mr. Bonilla is an active member
of Calvary AG in Springfield and
has worked extensively with the
church’s youth groups. He previ-
ously ran for Union County Free-
holder.

NJ Senate, Dist 22.  (2-yrs.), Pick 1
Nicholas Scutari (D),  Joseph Bonilla (R)

Editor’s Note
The 22nd Legislatice District in-

cludes parts of Middlsex, Somerset,
and Union Counties. Locally, the
district includes Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.

Editor’s Note
The 21st Legislatice District in-

cludes parts of Morris, Somerset,
and Union Counties. Locally, the
district includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside, and Westfield
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Challenge Every Item in the budget to ensure

your tax dollars bring the best value

Invest In Ourselves to ensure a

strong infrastructure and top notch services

Grow Responsibly and optimize new revenue

for long term benefits, not short term fixes

Empower The Community to participate in local

government and support volunteer initiatives

Shelley Brindle 
For Mayor 

shelley@brindleforwestfield.com

brindleforwestfield.com

@brindleforwestfield

Paid for by: Brindle for Westfield Mayor, 900 Minisink Way, 07090

Sara Todisco (D)
Sara Todisco, a fourth-generation

Garwood resident, has served on the
borough council since 2011. She is
currently council president and fi-
nance committee chairwoman.

She is a social studies teacher at
Chatham Middle School.She was pre-
viously a social   studies   teacher   in
the Guttenberg  Public School  sys-
tem.

Ms. Todisco is a graduate of North-
eastern University with a major in
history and minors in education and
business. She is president of the Edu-
cation Foundation of Garwood and
vice-president of the Garwood Lions
Club.

Russ Graham (D)
Russ Graham, a 26-year resident of

Garwood, has been married to his
wife Julie for 33 years and served for
four years on the Garwood Board of
Education.

Now retired, he was co-owner of
the G&C HVAC Equipment Sales.
Mr. Graham is a graduate of Raritan
Valley Community College with a
degree in computer science.

He served on the Board of Gover-
nors and is the former president of the
New Jersey Chapter of the American
Society of Refrigerating, Heating and
Air-Conditioning Engineers
(ASHRAE).

He is a veteran of the Vietnam
War, serving in the United States
Navy.

Michael E. Collings (R)
Michael E. Collings has lived in

Garwood for 14 years. He is married
to Stacey Sikora, and has three chil-
dren. He has worked for PSE&G for
17 years in customer service, in which
10 of those years he was a Utility
Workers Union of America (UWUA)
Local 601 Shop Steward. Mr. Collings
is also the Grand Knight of the Mon-
signor Walsh Council 5437 Garwood
Knights of Columbus.

Richard McCormack (R)
As a resident of Garwood for the

past 32 years, Rich McCormack re-
cently received the  honor of being
named the Volunteer of the Year by
the Columbian Club of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus. He is also an
appointed Trustee of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus and an avid
volunteer at the Parish of St. Anne’s.
He sat on the finance board for St.
Anne's.

He has  been a contractor for over
35 years..

Mr. McCormack is the father of
three young ladies he and wife of 37
years, Kasie, raised here in Garwood.
Three of his five grandchildren also
call Garwood home.

Garwood Borough Council Candidates (3-yr. Terms);
Sara Todisco (D), Russ Graham (D), Michael Collings (R), Rich McCormack (R)

Anthony Carter (D)
A 22-year resident of the bor-

ough, Anthony Carter has been a
Fanwood recreation commissioner
for the past five years and currently
is commission secretary. He is the
current commissioner of the Scotch
Plains Recreation Summer Basket-
ball League (SPRSBL). He also
served on the board of the Fanwood
Youth Organization (FYO) Baseball
League.

He has coached for both the FYO
and SPRSBL Baseball Leagues, was a
football coach and public address an-
nouncer for the PAL Football League,
a developer and basketball coach at
the local YMCA, and a soccer coach
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soc-
cer Association (SPFSA).

Mr. Carter has a degree in psychol-
ogy with a concentration in education
from Columbia University and a de-
gree in psychology from Union
County College (UCC). He is em-
ployed by the Township of Irvington
as a municipal compliance supervi-
sor and is a member of Local 164,
International Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers (IBEW) Construction
Union. He has also served as a pro-
fessor, educator, curriculum devel-
oper and guest speaker at Harvard
University, Columbia University,
Rutgers University and UCC.

 He is the father of a daughter, Toni,
22, and three boys – Jayson, 15, Brett,
10, and Aidan, 8.

Fanwood Borough Council  (3-yr.), Vote for 2
Anthony Carter (D), Russ Huegel (D), Brian Walter (R)

Russ Huegel (D)
Russ Huegel is seeking his fourth

term on the Fanwood borough coun-
cil. He served as council president in
2009 and from 2012 to 2014. He is
currently chairman of the Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee and
is a member of the Public Works,
Recreation and Community Services
committees.

Mr. Huegel is an attorney with a
private practice and staff attorney at
Morgan Stanley Trust Company. He
was municipal prosecutor for the
Borough of Roselle Park from 2015
to 2016.

He and his wife, Jen, have two
daughters. In addition to his council
duties, he serves on the board of
directors of the Fanwood Memorial
Library. He is also a member of the
Newcomers Club.

Mr. Huegel holds a Juris Doctor-
ate from Pace University School of
Law and a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science with honors from
Richard Stockton College.

Richard McCormack (R)

Brian Walter (R)
Brian Walter has been a Fanwoodian

for 12 years. Born in Scotch Plains, he
attended Coles Elementary School,
Terrill Middle School, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

After graduating from SPFHS in
1997 he attended the French Culinary
Institute where he graduated with
honors in 1999. He worked in New
York City’s best restaurants includ-
ing the French Consulate, LeCirque
2000, Guastavinos, Lespinasse, James
Beard House, the Union Club, and
PO, training under Mario Batali,
French Master Chef Luc Pasquier,
and Chef John Rellah.

He returned to Fanwood in 2005 to
start a family and raise his kids. He and
his wife, Rosalina, purchased a Cape
Cod on 4th Street where they are raising
their two boys Damian, 8, a student at
McGinn Elementary, and George, 2.

Mr. Walter has held several leader-
ship roles. He served as president of
the Fanwood Business Association,
board member for the Fanwood Com-
munity Foundation, and as a founder
and president of the Fanwood St.
Patrick’s Day fundraiser. He has vol-
unteered for the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, JCC of Central New
Jersey, McGinn School, Fanny Wood
Day, Center for Hope Hospice, Ro-
tary Club, “Go Red for Women,”
Chelsea Senior Living Village, Union
County Baptist Church, American
Legion, and Boy Scout Troop 277.

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

See it all
On the Web!
goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held on Tues-
day, November 28, 2017, at 7:15 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard in Council Chambers, Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

For the purpose of receiving public input
on the Borough’s Union County Develop-
ment Block Grant Proposal(s) for year (44)
forty-four.

Proposals must be submitted in writing
to the Municipal Clerk by 4:00 p.m., Thurs-
day, November 16, 2017.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
403 South Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 11/02/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87
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Honored to be #1 in NJsince 2009!

Cage Free Luxury Boarding
Doggie Daycare
Veterinarian Recommended
Rated #1 in New Jersey
Personal Playtime or Group Play
Outdoor Play Yard

Come Visit Our Award Winning
Pet Care Facility!

Deanna Andre (R)
Deanna Andre is a wife, mother of

two, businesswoman and as a newly-
wed, chose Mountainside to start her
family. During her three terms as coun-
cilwoman, Ms. Andre is has served
on the rescue squad committee where
she prioritized funding for a new
ambulance and the renovation of the
squad building.

While serving as liaison to the se-
niors, Ms. Andre helped solidify a
Senior Grant to enhance the senior
fitness room, as well as build a senior
lounge. This work was also extended
to include the refurbishment of the
Community Room floor.

Ms. Andre has served on various
PTA Committees, as a Girl Scout
Leader, and is an active volunteer
with the PTO. She worked with the
Mountainside Veterans to erect the
new Veterans Memorial Park, as well
as worked with the local historic soci-
ety to help relocate the Levi Cory
House, all which helped to improve
Constitution Plaza. Ms. Andre is also
a founder, as well as is one of the
chairs, of the Mountainside Memo-
rial Day Parade Committee.

Lauren Cook (D)
Lauren Cook grew up in New Jer-

sey and has lived in Mountainside for
13 years with her husband, Phil. She
owns a business in town, MC2, a
marketing agency that helps busi-
nesses and non-profits communicate
effectively to achieve their goals.

Ms. Cook is a singer with a local
band, Lenox Underground, which
donates all its money to grants and
scholarships for youth music educa-
tion. An avid cyclist, she participates
in cycling events to raise money for
various charities.

Carlos Gomez (D)
Carlos Gomez is has almost 20

years experience as a first responder
for the Elizabeth Fire Department
and is a licensed real estate sales
person for Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage in Westfield.

He has volunteered for the Moun-
tainside Rescue Squad, is a PTA
member, coached boys’ and girls’
basketball for the Mountainside Rec-
reation Department and Mountain-
side Youth Baseball. In 2012, when
Hurricane Sandy hit the area and
communication with borough offi-
cials was almost non-existent, Mr.
Gomez, along with a group of con-
cerned residents, created the
Facebook group “Mountainside Mat-
ters,” which has more than 2,700
members and continues to keep resi-
dents informed. He is currently an
active Community Presbyterian
Church member, a member of the
Mountainside Elks and the Moun-
tainside Beautification committee.

He has lived in Mountainside since
2009 with his wife, Lisette, and two
children, Darien and Lauren. His
daughter is currently in 8th grade at
Deerfield School and his son gradu-
ated from Governor Livingston High
School, Berkeley Heights, and is cur-
rently a freshman at the New Jersey
Institute of Technology (NJIT) in
Newark.

Keith Turner (R)
Keith Turner is a husband, father of

two, and a small business owner who
has lived in Mountainside for his en-
tire life. He has served nine terms as
councilman.

Mr. Turner’s contributions to
Mountainside extend beyond politics
— as he was a founder of the Moun-
tainside PAL, coached youth sports
for over a decade, and spearheaded
the lighting of all baseball and soft-
ball fields in the borough through
Field of Dreams grants.

Mountainside Borough Council  (3-yr.), Vote for 2
Keith Turner (R), Deanna Andre (R), Carlos Gomez (D), Lauren Cook (D)

James Kennedy (D)
For Assembly, Dist. 22

James Kennedy of Rahway is
serving his first term in the Assem-
bly, representing District 22, which
includes Fanwood and Scotch
Plains. He was chosen in 2015 by
the local Democratic County Com-
mittees over Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr to succeed Linda
Stender.

He serves on the Assembly Health
and Senior Services Committee and
the Transportation and Independent
Authorities Committees.

Mr. Kennedy owns a local store,
Kennedy Jewelers. He and his wife,
Lori, a kindergarten teacher who re-
tired in June 2011, have one son,
Sean, who operates the jewelry store
on a day-to-day basis. The couple
previously had another child, who
died when he was two years old.

In 2006, he persuaded the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers to invest $6.2 million in the reno-
vation of the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center, an historic 1300-
seat vaudeville venue that opened in
1928 as the Rahway Theater.

After leaving office after 20
years as mayor of Rahway, Mr.
Kennedy was appointed executive
director of the Rahway Arts Dis-
trict.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21, 25

Jerry Green (D)
For Assembly, Dist. 22

Jerry Green of Plainfield has served
in the New Jersey General Assembly
since 1992, where he represents the
22nd legislative district, having rep-
resented the 17th Legislative District
until 2002. The 22nd district includes
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. He is
also Chairman of the Union County
Democratic Committee.

Mr. Green serves as chairman of
the Assembly Housing and Local
Government and as a member of the
Health and Senior Services Commit-
tee. He is currently the longest-serv-
ing representative in New Jersey.

Assemblyman Green served on
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders from 1989 to 1991 and
from 1982 to 1984, serving as the
board’s chairman in 1990. He served
on the Union County Planning
Board and the Parks and Recreation
Committee. He also served on the
Union County Adolescent Sub-
stance Abuse Program, the Private
Industry Council and the Union
County Municipal Utilities Author-
ity, and is an honorary member of
the Union County Police Chiefs As-
sociation.

Mr. Green was one of the key spon-
sors of the bill that required institu-
tions of higher education to install
sprinklers in all dormitories.

New Jersey State Assembly, 2-Yr Term
Vote for 2 Candidates

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Scotch Plains $525,000
Located in a desirable neighborhood in Scotch
Plains, this bright and light-filled Colonial features
spacious rooms, deck and large backyard.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3403126

Cranford $559,000
Excellent curb appeal! Great flow for entertaining,
spacious and sun-filled. Detached garage and located
a few short blocks from schools and train station.

Agent: Sharon Steele MLS: 3420815

Westfield $649,000
Charming colonial spacious living room features a
fire place and opens to the den with built-in
cabinetry. Eat in kitchen and bright master bedroom.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3420137

Westfield $999,000
Thoughtfully renovated with open floorplan.
Floor to ceiling sliders provide abundant natural
light and a view of the stunning backyard.

Agent: Patty Spinner MLS: 3427148

Plainfield $690,000
Exceptional Tudor Revival in Netherwood Heights
Historic District. 19 Rooms, 4 Fire Places!
Inground Pool, Huge Back Deck, Butler’s Pantry.

Agent: Cynthia Alexander MLS: 3416714

Westfield $1,275,000
Gorgeous Wychwood area home featuring 3
fireplaces and custom cabinetry. A seamless blend
of traditional charm and modern amenities!

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3421088
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Editor’s Note
The 22nd Legislatice District in-

cludes parts of Middlsex, Somerset,
and Union Counties. Locally, the
district includes Fanwood and
Scotch Plains.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

MEETING CANCELLATION

Please be advised that the regular
monthly meeting of the Town of Westfield
Planning Board scheduled for November
6, 2017, has been cancelled.

The next meeting of the Planning Board
will be held on December 4, 2017, at 7:30
p.m. in Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building at 425 E. Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey. Formal action may be taken.

Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 11/2/17, The Leader Fee: $14.79

Remember to Vote

November 7

Polls are Open

6 a.m. to 8 p.m.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 2, 2017 Page 25

New Jersey State Assembly, 2-Yr. Term

Richard Fortunato (R)
Richard Fortunato and his family

have lived in Scotch Plains since 1992,
having moved there from Red Bank,
N.J. He was married in 1984 to Heba
and they have three adult sons, all of
whom graduated from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public schools.

 He graduated from Rutgers Col-
lege, New Brunswick, in 1982 with a
bachelor of arts, having majored in
history with a minor in physics. After
college he attended and graduated
from Fordham University School of
Law in 1985 with a J.D. degree. He
was a member and an associate editor
of The Fordham Law Review. He
currently is a member of New Jersey
and New York bars.

 He worked at Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher and Flom LLP, New York,
NY for 24 years, the last 19 of them as
a partner. He specialized in struc-
tured, corporate and commercial fi-
nance and bank lending.

 For the last five years has been the
chairman of the Board of The Catas-
trophe Risk Exchange, Inc., which
has 17 employees with offices in
Princeton and London. The company
provides transaction software for re-
insurance brokers, managing agents
and syndicates, and reinsurers. He is
also an officer of a subsidiary which
is a Lloyd’s of London broker. He is
a licensed property, casualty and sur-
plus lines insurance producer and a
licensed reinsurance intermediary.

 He has been actively involved in
local political groups since 2009 and
an elected member of the Scotch
Plains Republican Committee for the
last five years. He has served on the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board and cur-
rently is on the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board. He is an active parishio-
ner at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Scotch Plains.

John Quattrocchi (R)
A Clark resident, John and his wife,

Patricia, raised their family of seven
children in Garwood, where they re-
sided for 35 years.

He has worked in the New Jersey
Assembly as a Sergeant-at-Arms for
the past five years since retiring as an
area manager for wine and spirits
distributorships in New Jersey. Prior
to that he was in watercraft sales and
a driver for a specialty food distribu-
tor.

He is a past president and founder
of the Battleship New Jersey Histori-
cal Museum Society. John was the
chairman of the Republican Commit-
tee in Garwood for 18 years. He
coached youth baseball in Garwood
and is currently on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Raritan Valley Region
Cadillac LeSalle Club. He is an ac-
tive member of the Antique Automo-
bile Club of America.

Mr. Quattrocchi attended Newark
State College (now Kean University).
He served in the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary as a division level officer
and also interviewed candidates for
acceptance to the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21-22

Sumantha Prasad (I)
For Assembly, Dist. 22

Born and raised in Plainfield,
Sumantha Prasad is a civil engineer.
She earned his bachelor’s degree in
bioenvironmental engineering from
Rutgers University, a master’s in en-
vironmental engineering and science
from Johns Hopkins University.

She  has worked as a water re-
sources engineer, and holds a profes-
sional engineering (PE) license in the
State of Maryland. In 2015, she re-
turned to Plainfield, where she works
as a civil engineer.

Onel Martinez (I)
Assembly, 22

Onel Martinez is a 20-year-old
Elizabeth native and undergraduate
at Kean University, where he is a
junior political science major. He was
a poll worker in the 2016 Primary
Election at the Union County Elec-
tion Center. He was also volunteer for
The Salvation Army where he volun-
teered at a soup kitchen or at
fundraisers for the homeless. He is a
Green Party activist and advocate on
behalf of independent politics and
progressive reform..

Union County Freeholder, 3-Yr. Term, Vote for 3

Mark Martini (R)
Mark Martini has over 20 years

of experience in the private sector
holding significant leadership po-
sitions in the finance industry at
prominent banks that include,
Bank of America, JP Morgan and
Deutsche Bank; plus legislative
and legal experience in the public
sector, performing roles for the
Massachusetts House of Repre-
sentatives, Senate, District Attor-
ney and Attorney General’s Of-
fice.

A New Jersey native, Mr. Martini
grew up in Bergen County and
graduated from Don Bosco College
Preparatory High School in Ramsey,
N.J., before earning his bachelor’s
of arts and juris doctor degrees at
Villanova University and Massa-
chusetts School of Law at Andover,
respectively.

Committed to continuing educa-
tion, Mr. Martini has earned profes-
sional degrees in negotiation and di-
plomacy at University of Notre Dane,
Mendoza College of Business and
Northwestern University School of
Law.

Mark and his wife, Kathryn, re-
side in Westfield, with their seven
children.

Peter B. Lijoi (R)
 Peter B. Lijoi is an attorney, li-

censed in New Jersey and New York,
and holds a New Jersey tax assessor
certificate.

His career is focused on commer-
cial, industrial and residential devel-
opment, job creation and finance in
the private, non-profit and public sec-
tors. He worked as legal counsel and
an acquisition executive for national
public homebuilders. Mr. Lijoi led a
project to eliminate the red tape and
bureaucracy surrounding business use
of the Urban Enterprise Zone Tax In-
centives. The project allows zone busi-
nesses to access the benefits without
paper, on line, through a program ac-
cessed through the New Jersey State
Business Portal. Mr. Lijoi also led the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs Information Technology
Division using a private sector model
to deliver IT services to internal and
external customers.

He has been a member of the Union
County and Summit Republican
Committees for over 20 years and
has run for sheriff and surrogate.
Active in community service, he
served as president and treasurer of
the Washington School PTA, presi-
dent of the Summit Music Parents
Association, member of the Summit
Planning Board, president of the
Summit Soccer Club and was a mem-
ber of the facilities committee that
renovated and expanded Summits
Public School buildings including
Summit High School.

He has been married to Christine C.
Lijoi for 39 years and has two sons
who were born and raised in Summit
and attended the Summit Public
Schools and are now working in New
York and New Jersey.

Patricia Quattrocchi (R)
Patricia Quattrocchi is a resident

of Clark. She resided in Garwood
for 35 years and along with her
husband, John, raised seven chil-
dren there. They have five grand-
children.

She was a licensed executive
search consultant for 25 years with
a specialty in the HBA and petro-
leum industries recruiting market-
ing, sales and engineering profes-
sionals.

She was elected mayor of
Garwood and served from January
2011 thru December 2014. She also
was a Garwood councilwoman,
president of the Garwood Lions
Club, as well as Union County Re-
publican State Committee Woman
and GOP county committee associ-
ate vice-chairwoman. She was also
vice-chairman of the Garwood Re-
publican Committee.

While serving as Garwood Coun-
cilwoman she was chair Buildings
and Grounds Committee and served
on the Shade Tree and Streets and
Roads Committees and was liaison
to the Union County Transportation
Advisory Board and the Board of
Education.

She serves as chairwoman of the
Garwood Public Celebrations Com-
mittee for four terms and two terms
as recording secretary.

She was also a Union County do-
mestic violence crisis intervention
team leader.

Mrs. Quattrocchi is a graduate
of Taylor Business Institute and
the Christine Whitman Excellence
in Public Service Series, a politi-
cal leadership training program
for Republican women in New
Jersey who are interested in run-
ning for elected office. She is
a l so  an  op  wr i te r  fo r
PolitickerNJ.com.

Chris Hudak (D)
Freeholder Christopher Hudak,

a Linden resident, was re-elected
to a second three-year term in 2014,
after being appointed to the Free-
holder Board in December, 2010
to fill an unexpired term.

Freeholder Hudak served as
board chairman in 2014, complet-
ing a series of initiatives including
free Wi-Fi in six county locations,
breaking ground on two major edu-
cation facilities projects, cutting
the ribbon on the new Warinanco
Park track and field, and an in-
crease of the county’s social media
and webpage outreach. Under his
chairmanship, the Board also com-
pleted the sale of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital for $26 million,
and leased back its Cornerstone
Psychiatric unit.

Freeholder Hudak served as Fis-
cal Chairman in 2013 and 2015.
The 2015 budget included the first
installment of the $1.5-million
Union County Infrastructure Grant
program, a matching grant program
for municipalities.

Mr. Hudak works for Kean Uni-
versity and is a licensed insurance
agent. He previously worked for
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission. Mr. Hudak also
served as public affairs director
for Partnership for a Drug-Free
New Jersey and was chief of staff
for the late former Assemblyman
and State Senator Joseph Suliga.

Mr. Hudak served as chairman of
the Linden Democratic Committee
and a member of the New Jersey
State Democratic Committee. He
was a delegate to the 2012 Demo-
cratic National Convention. He is
a member of the Linden Knights of
Columbus, a parishioner at St.
John’s Church in Clark and a mem-
ber of the National Eagle Scout
Association.

He has a master’s degree in pub-
lic administration from Kean Uni-
versity and is a graduate of Rutgers
University, where he majored in
political science. He is a graduate
of Roselle Catholic High School.
Mr. Hudak and his wife Terri, re-
side in Linden with their two chil-
dren.

Angel G. Estrada (D)
Freeholder Angel G. Estrada emi-

grated from Cuba to the United States
55 years ago and has made Elizabeth
his home ever since. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in History
and Spanish from Kean College (now
Kean University) in Union. Free-
holder Estrada and his wife Teresa
have three children and two grand-
children.

He was first elected to the Free-
holder Board in 1999. He served as
Freeholder chairman in 2004 and
2008. He was re-elected to a sixth
term in 2014. Freeholder Estrada
was the first Latino elected to the
Freeholder Board.

Freeholder Estrada was elected to
the Elizabeth Board of Education in
1994 and re-elected in 1997.

He has been instrumental in open
space preservation and county-local
tree planting in the 21 municipali-
ties, worked with private and non-
profit sectors to fund youth recre-
ation and help municipalities im-
prove athletic fields, and worked
with the United Way to help bring
the 211 information line to Union
County.

As chairman of the Open Space
Trust Fund Committee in 2005,
Freeholder Estrada oversaw the dis-
tribution of more than $1.4 million
for Children’s Recreation and His-
toric Preservation. He is currently
chairman of the Fiscal Affairs Com-
mittee.

He is a member of the Board of
Trustees of Meadowlinks, and is
also first vice-chairman of the North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority.

Angela R. Garretson (D)
Angela R. Garretson became

Hillside’s fourth Mayor elected un-
der its current form of government
and began her term on January 1,
2014. Just prior to becoming Mayor,
she served a four-year term on the
municipal council from 2009 to
2013 as a Councilperson-at-Large.
Mayor Garretson began her career
as an elected official as a member of
the Hillside Board of Education in
2004 and was re-elected to a second
term in 2007.

Mayor Garretson has been active
on every level of government. In
county government, she has served
on the Union County Commission
on the Status of Women. Through-
out the State, she is a member of the
New Jersey Black Mayor’s Alli-
ance for Social Justice, a member
of the Urban Mayor’s Association
and a member of the Legislative
Committee of the New Jersey
League of Municipalities. Before
entering municipal government she
also served the residents of Hillside
as a legislative aide under the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Professionally, Mayor Garretson
works in the field of public affairs
in higher education. In 2001, she
began her career at Rutgers-New
Brunswick Eagleton Institute of
Politics where she worked on city,
state and national initiatives. Cur-
rently, she is employed at the New
Jersey Institute of Technology where
she is part of the college president’s
cabinet.

Mayor Garretson and her family
have been residents of Hillside since
1975. She received her Bachelor of
Science Degree from Syracuse Uni-
versity where she majored in dual
degree in Business and Communi-
cations. She then went on to earn
her Master’s Degree in Public Ad-
ministration from Rutgers Univer-
sity. Mayor Garretson is now a com-
pleting her Doctorate Degree in a
joint degree program at NJIT/
Rutgers. The Mayor is a member of
the Young Elected Officials Net-
work, a national organization that
prepares leaders elected by age 35
or younger.

Chris Hudak (D), Angel Estrada (D), Angela Garrison (D)
Pat Quattrocchi (R), Mark Martini (R), Peter B. Lijoi (R)

Candidate Statement of
Bruce Bergen

As a Democratic candidate for As-
sembly in this district, I feel I must
speak out so there is no misunder-
standing what my position is. There is
absolutely no question that the pro-
posed development by Hartz Moun-
tain is wrong for Cranford and will
have a devastating effect. It cannot be
allowed to go forward as proposed. I
grew up in Cranford, graduated from
Cranford public schools, and though
I now live in Springfield, I continue to
practice law right in downtown
Cranford at Cleveland Plaza (a build-
ing I attended elementary school in).
There must be progress and there will
be change —but it must be reason-
able and cannot be allowed to dam-
age the wonderful character and feel-
ing of Cranford that draws so many
who grew up here, back to raise their
own families.

I do believe that there is an obliga-
tion to ensure housing for all, with
appropriate planning and reasonable
regulation. But, the fact is, the reason
Cranford, and almost every munici-
pality in New Jersey are now bearing
the burden of being is court over
affordable housing issues, is because
Gov. Christie allowed COAH, the
state agency that was handling these
matters, to wither.

I have spent most of the past 20
years representing Springfield in their
housing litigation, both before COAH
and more recently when we were
forced into the courts. The demise of
COAH was orchestrated by the gov-
ernor without objection by the Re-
publican leaders in the Legislature.

Please vote Column A on Novem-
ber 7.

 Statement of Valerio Bruscianelli
Last night, October 25, the Town of

Westfield held an official Town Coun-
cil candidates debate at the town’s
municipal building. It was very well
attended, neutrally moderated, and
an overall smooth and informative
process.

The only problem is, I was not
invited to debate. Upon my arrival I
saw eight candidate chairs on stage
with placards neatly placed below
eight individual microphones, and one
moderator in the center. Rather than
be remembered for making a scene, I
stood in the back of a standing-room
only crowd with my wife, and lis-
tened diligently to my fellow town
council candidates debate without a
full roster of official candidates.

I was surprised, albeit only for a
moment, until I realized... this is why
I am running. This is a prime example
of how a two-party system can impair
the quality of elections, especially at
a local level. Many residents I’ve met
around town are appalled by our
town’s injection of party politics at
the most local level of elected official

possible. Town Council in Westfield
is an unpaid volunteer position, there
is simply no reason for political grand-
standing. Many towns have success-
ful party-neutral candidates and elec-
tions, designed to curtail expected
partisan politics; this is correct way to
elect the best candidates.

My Ward 4 running-mates, two-
term incumbent Keith Loughlin and
challenger Dawn Mackey, performed
well overall. Unexpectedly and with-
out precedence, they were also the
only two candidates to sling mud on
stage to gasps and jeers from the
crowd. (40:45) This would have been
an ideal opportunity to highlight my
strengths as a candidate, and under-
score why third-party candidates are
an absolute necessity — especially
when our town of 30,000 residents
struggles to rise above the national
two-party establishment’s downward
spiral of political diatribe and fake
news.

After all, it is the candidate we are
supposed to be electing, not the party,
right?

Cand. Statement of James Corcoran
Cand. Statement of
Michael Collings

Collings and McCormack want to
be elected to Council without all this
bickering and to work together. This
is what Garwood longs for, no more
fighting on Council and treat your
neighbors with respect. For many
years now there has been some
noticeable mistakes in Garwood. The
Athletic Field, why isn’t that fixed yet
for the children and the people who
rent the turf field? From the first day
it was opened to the public, many had
their doubts. It was upsetting to see
people’s faces after waiting some two
years to open. This is it?! Now it’s
closed and the public really doesn’t
know why.

There was so much opposition to
this complex. Now the opposers are
like I told you so. The right
redevelopment needs to be placed in
Garwood. The schools, roads, traffic,
infrastructure, police, fire, and taxes
need to be projected and in the
forefront not after a redevelopment
projects are done. Certain members
of the current borough council seem
to want to push everything through
and with no regard of how the residents
feel. Don’t know if that is learned
behavior on council, I hope not. This
current council keeps proposing new
ways to spend money. That needs to
end. We need to start coming up with
ways to save money. We need to look
at everything now or we will be in the
same place we find ourselves with the
Rec. Center. We need to do a better
job listening. I would like to thank
everyone for taking the time to talk to
Rich and I. I look forward to serving
you on Council. Vote for Michael
Collings and Richard McCormack
November 7th so we can Put Garwood
Citizens First. The Voice is yours
with Collings and McCormack,
everyone has a voice.

I felt truly honored to participate in
last Wednesday’s candidates’ forum,
and would like to thank The Leader for
sponsoring the event and allowing each
candidate the chance to share their ideas
for Westfield. As I articulated at the
forum, and am submitting here in case
you haven’t yet seen it, my platform has
two key components:

1. Union County taxes – The Union
County Board of Freeholders has in-
creased Westfield’s proportional tax
burden to $40 million per year, which
represents a $11.2 million increase
over the last six years. This increase
was purportedly to fund “operations.”
Union County has continuously in-
creased its spending and it is dispro-
portionately being funded by Westfield
taxpayers.

My plan: First, we will prepare an
independent audit on the equalization
formula and tax ratios the county tax
board imposes each year. Before en-
tering the real estate sector, I audited
counties and municipalities and know
exactly what questions to ask, making
sure we leave no stone unturned. Sec-
ondly, we will create a multi-town,
bipartisan committee to help devise
an action plan. Together we will re-
view county services provided to each
town to ensure it is directly equivalent
to each town’s tax portion. This will
also allow us to see what services
could be streamlined, and how we
may be able to create synergies by
working with other towns on shared
services.

2. Downtown shopping district – As
is the case all over America, online
sales are hurting brick and mortar busi-
nesses. And Westfield’s beloved down-
town shopping district is no different.
But our Town Council, together with
Downtown Westfield Corporation, has
done a great job responding to these
changing times by making measured
changes designed to keep our shopping

district vibrant and current. In fact, and
as a result of these measures, Westfield’s
retail occupancy rate downtown has
recently increased from 88 percent to
91 percent – a significant accomplish-
ment. Westfield needs a Council that
can be agile and can respond to needs
as they arise, and before it becomes too
late. If elected, I plan to continue this
growth.

My plan: Leveraging my profes-
sional expertise in real estate finance,
I will create a comprehensive strategic
marketing plan that is focused on cre-
ating a downtown that is dynamic and
responds to the desires of today’s con-
sumer. For example, I think down-
town could benefit from seasonal of-
ferings and short-term, temporary re-
tail events that will satisfy those con-
sumers constantly looking for some-
thing new. Brands worldwide are look-
ing for these types of opportunities,
and I will make sure that Westfield is
an attractive place for these businesses
to invest.

In addition, Westfield has a multi-
tude of interesting and successful home
businesses and current retail trends are
embracing local, unique businesses. As
a community, we can support the growth
of many of these businesses by align-
ing them with the right retail space.
Shared work spaces, for example, pro-
vide one solution to help small busi-
nesses take on space with less overhead
costs than going it alone. These home-
grown businesses can flourish down-
town with the right support and I plan
to make that happen.

My passion, commitment, and com-
petency are what Westfield needs to
continue pushing it forward. I will work
with relentless determination for what
is right for you and for Westfield. I am
ready to give back as much as Westfield
has given me.

I humbly ask for your vote on or
before Tuesday, November 7th.

Vote November 7.
Polls are Open

From 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004135

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031462-16

Plaintiff:VFC PARTNERS 25 LLC
VS.
Defendant: FP SANGUILIANO REALTY LLC

AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/28/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Nine Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Ten and 95/
100*** $986,410.95.

The Premises is more commonly known as
2600 Route 22 and 2591 Mountain Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey. Said Premises is
also known as Block 4703, Lots 3 & 4 on the
Official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey. The Premises is located
BEGINNING at a point of intersection of the
Northwesterly sideline of Mountain Avenue with
the Southwesterly sideline of Glenside Avenue.
A more concise description of the Premises can
be found in the office of the Union County Clerk
in Deed Book 5446 at Page 22.

Please be further advised that Plaintiff re-
quests the Sheriff’s Notice contain in its Condi-
tions of Sale the statement noticing all bidders
that “all costs of the Sheriff Sale, including
fees due the Sheriff, shall be added to the
price paid by the bidder at the sale.” This
provision allows the Sheriffs fees to be included
in addition to, and not deducted from the amount
of the winning bid at the Foreclosure Sale and is
authorized pursuant Howard Say. Bank v. Sutton,
246 N.J. Super. 482 (Ch. Div., 1990).

Total Upset:  ***One Million Four Thousand
Nine Hundred Eighteen and 95/100***
$1,004,918.95 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BRACH EICHLER LLC
101 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
ROSELAND NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 228-5700
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004000

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-031818-16

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR PHH ALTER-
NATIVE MORTGAGE TRUST SERIES 2007-3

VS.
Defendant: SHIRLEY D. MESSINA; MORT-

GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYS-
TEMS, INC AS NOMINEE FOR PHH HOME
LOANS, LLC D/B/A ERA HOME LOANS, ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS; FRANKLIN
MUTUAL INSURANCE

Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Sixty-Four Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-Six
and 08/100*** $764,896.08.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of CLARK, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 160 MEADOW
ROAD, CLARK, NEW JERSEY 07066-2122

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 30.06 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of CLARK.

Dimensions: 105.00 Feet X 143.22 Feet X
105.01 Feet X 144.74 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Halareb Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Nine and 68/100*** $783,009.68 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $ 204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004049

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-043123-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: FIDEL G. VECINO AND SUZETTE

R. VECINO
Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/05/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred Ten
Thousand Sixteen and 19/100*** $510,016.19.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Garwood.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 107 Winslow
Place.

Block: 209 Lot: 17.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 0.108 AC
Nearest Cross Street: North Avenue.
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 7/13/2017.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,

liens and interest since 7/13/2017.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Three

Thousand Seven Hundred and 86/100***
$523,700.86 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016448-16

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC
VS.
Defendant: FANNY JARAMILLO; MR.

JARAMILLO, SPOUSE OF FANNY JARAMILLO;
BRIDGET JARAMILLO; NELSON JARAMILLO;
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR
COUNTYWIDE HOME LOANS

Sale Date: 11/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Three
and 18/100*** $565,593.18.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 2311 CAROL PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 1, BLOCK 3402 (f/k/a BLOCK 196,
LOT 8).

Dimensions of Lot: 83 feet wide by 108 feet
long.

Nearest Cross Street: CEDAR STREET.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Eight

Thousand Six Hundred Six and 75/100***
$578,606.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON, LLC
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 11/02, 11/09, 11/16
& 11/23/17 Fee: $189.72

Cand. Statement of David Contract
Since starting my campaign for

Town Council Ward 3, I’ve knocked
on every door in Ward 3 at least once
and talked to over 1,000 Ward 3 vot-
ers. And what I’ve heard consistently
from voters – regardless of political
affiliation – is they want Westfield’s
government to be more proactive and
creative in solving the town’s issues.

This is what I’ll do if I’m elected.
My focus will be bringing “Fresh
Ideas and a Proactive Approach” to
government and driving the changes
voters want. These include finding
cost-effective solutions to pave more
of our roads, make our streets safer,
re-energize our downtown, and make
our government more efficient.
Achieving this is possible – if we
have the right leadership on the Coun-
cil.

Here’s a summary of the ideas I’ve
shared to accomplish this: Pave more
roads and fix our sidewalks: priori-
tize paving in the budget, and use
some of the town’s $12.5 million sur-
plus to pave more roads and restore
the sidewalk repair match.

Make our streets safer: Identify
the most dangerous roads/intersec-
tions. Assemble a task force com-
prised of experts inside and outside
of the government to build custom
solutions for each area, including
better signage, improved lighting,
more police enforcement or speed
barriers.

Re-energize our downtown: Focus
on the issues that business owners,
real estate agents and shoppers say
are most pressing, including lack of
parking, too aggressive parking en-
forcement and a time-consuming per-
mitting process. Solutions I’ve shared
include encouraging the use of the

South Avenue parking lot on week-
ends through better communication,
creating a mobile app that identifies
available parking spaces, ensuring
parking enforcement matches neigh-
boring towns and streamlining the
permitting process.

Make our government and budget
more efficient. Challenge the status
quo and ensure Westfield delivers
services as efficiently as possible,
starting with leaf pick-up.

Voters have also told me that they
want Westfield’s government to im-
prove “how” it governs. They want
more transparency and better com-
munication. I plan to foster a two-
way dialogue with all Ward 3 votersto
make sure I hear from you and you
hear from me. Here’s how:

Send out regular updates so you’re
informed, Be accessible 24/7, dis-
tribute surveys to find out what’s on
your mind, make government more
accessible to you such as live stream-
ing Town Council meetings, ensure
all board seats are advertised, open to
the entire community and representa-
tive of the town.

I’ll leverage my 25 years of busi-
ness and marketing experience to ac-
complish this. It’s what I do everyday
at work – listen to consumers, iden-
tify key issues, and solve them by
launching new products or executing
new marketing programs. By apply-
ing this same approach to Westfield,
we can make Westfield even better!
I’ve already started such as spear-
heading the smoking ban in down-
town cafés or prompting the town to
change the recycling guidelines.

If you’d like to see these types of
changes, please vote “Contract for
Council” for Ward 3. Thanks.

Statement of Christine Guerriero

Cand.  Statement of Linda Habgood

I am Christine Guerriero and I am
running for re-election to the Garwood
Board of Education where I have
been a member since 2005. I am a
fourth-generation resident and a third-
generation board member, continu-
ing the legacy from my father and
grandfather. Both sides of my family
have volunteered in town and they
have instilled in me a love of commu-
nity and the importance of giving
back to the town which has given me
so much.

I attended Garwood Public Schools
and David Brearley Regional High
School. I attended Douglass College
and graduated from Seton Hall Uni-
versity with a degree in nursing. I am
currently a school nurse at Somerville
High School.

During my tenure on the BOE, I
have chaired the Policy Committee
and am a member of the newly con-
figured Education, Policy and Public
Relations Committee. I am in my
fourth year as board president and I
am a delegate to New Jersey School
Boards Association.

Not only do I support Garwood’s
PK-8th grade students, but I am also
a 10-year member of the Clark BOE.
The majority of high school students
from Garwood attend Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, and
Garwood is allowed by law to have
representation on the district’s board.
Over the last 10 years, I have devel-
oped a strong working relationship
with the Clark members and adminis-
tration. We are currently in the final
stages of negotiating a successor

agreement for educating our high
school students over the next 10 years.

During my tenure on the board, we
have approved Dr. Quigley as super-
intendent, who cares about the suc-
cess of the students and who has a
vision for the district. We have
achieved stability in the business of-
fice with the hiring of Mr. Larsen as
business administrator. We have ac-
quired Chrome Books for student use
and have provided extensive staff in-
service to enhance technology in the
classroom.

As a candidate running for re-elec-
tion, I feel I offer the residents of a
Garwood a “trifecta perspective:” a
former students, public school em-
ployee and board member. I will al-
ways work hard for district success
and will be an ambassador for
Garwood in out-of-district meetings.

My goals for a successive term
include: strengthen the business of-
fice functions; review of basic skills
and special services programs; re-
view high school mathematics needs
and create a resource referral guide
for eighth-grade students; review and
enhance technology services; com-
plete a successor agreement with
Clark; maintain a positive relation-
ship with the Clark School District;
and in general, make sure that the
district is run well.

Voting for school board represen-
tation is just as important as voting in
government elections - perhaps even
more important. As position 6 on the
ballot, I am asking for your support in
voting “the last one first.”

I would like to start my letter this
week by thanking the citizens of
Westfield for your interest, attention
and enthusiasm during this election
cycle. It has been inspiring to meet so
many engaged neighbors and friends
and talk with them about their hopes
and aspirations for the Westfield of
tomorrow.

I would also like to spend some
time distinguishing between the “ex-
perience” offered by the current ad-
ministration and the experience
Shelley Brindle and I and our running
mates will bring to the Council.

The current mayor and Council have
a lot of experience if you are looking
for years of experience keeping every-
thing the same. With them, you can
have the same commissions, the same
long wait for a reply, the same 1 per-
cent per year pace for road repaving,
and the same lack of communications
on important topics like affordable
housing. Our mayor has had 12 years
to think about pedestrian safety, con-
trolling speeding, one-seat rides dur-
ing rush hour, and environmentally
protective ordinances; 144 months to
be proactive in his approach to ad-
dress shifting shopping habits; 624
weeks to find real parking solutions
for downtown, and 4,380 days to think
hard about ways to keep our property
taxes from increasing more than 60
percent since he entered office. I don’t
dispute that he has logged a lot of
hours as a volunteer, and we appreci-
ate his service. I, however, endorse a
different kind of experience and lead-
ership—proactive vs. reactive, inclu-
sive vs. exclusive.

Far from being novices, Shelley
and I are committed to leveraging our
years of experience as executives and
business leaders. I am a business
owner, a 30-year finance professional,
and a volunteer leader in our commu-
nity, and Shelley served as a corpo-
rate executive leading HBO from a
low point of complacency in 2010
through a period of disruptive change

to re-establish itself at the top of the
market. Shelley has everything we need
in a mayor — one who will lead us
forward to look at fresh solutions to
decade’s old problems while taking
full advantage of the experience of our
town’s current council members and
our current town administrator, just as
she did at HBO. Inside Shelley’s vi-
sion for Westfield, I see all residents
collaboratively providing input on a
new and innovative Master Plan. That
Plan would borrow the best practices
and proven solutions of successful
small towns across the country —
ones that have solved for parking chal-
lenges, taken on today’s challenges to
retail, introduced new streams of rev-
enue and become a buzzing hub of
activities for kids, adults and seniors. I
see residents staying in their Westfield
homes after their kids graduate from
our schools, encouraged by the in-
creased services, re-investment and
new non-property tax revenues. And, I
see open communications platforms
pushing out important news to all of us
on a daily basis. No longer will resi-
dents face the inconvenience (or of-
ten, the feeling of humiliation) involved
in attending a Town Council meeting
just to have a simple question an-
swered. Every citizen will be invited
to engage and to participate. And as
your Ward One councilwoman, I look
forward to the opportunity to be right
there next to Shelley, driving Westfield
ahead to work better for every one of
us.

Please consider the report card of
our opponents and judge for yourself
whether their experience will help
our great community move forward.
If you like the status quo — pop-up
Halloween stores, lots of parking tick-
ets, a tired 2002 Master Plan with a
couple of minor updates, a seeming
disregard for the importance of his-
toric preservation — cast your vote
for the incumbents. As for me, I am
all-in for Shelley and look forward to
helping her to achieve the inclusive,
proactive solutions we need in the
Westfield of tomorrow. That’s the
kind of experience I’m voting for on
November 7th.

Cand. Statement from Sam Della Fera
In addition to asking for their vote,

I have two questions for residents of
the First Ward: is Westfield better off
today than it was four years ago? And
which candidate is more likely to
make our town even better in the
years to come?

Westfield certainly has been a won-
derful community for many years.
My wife, Sheryl, and our two chil-
dren have been proud to call Westfield
and the First Ward home for 21 years.
But Westfield is safer, more attrac-
tive, and financially stronger today
than it was four years ago, thanks to
my service on Town Council. For
example:

We now have a AAA credit rating,
which saves residents hundreds of
thousands of tax dollars. We have a
larger surplus than four years ago,
and we are using more of it to offset
property taxes in our budget. We have
more police officers and firefighters
than four years ago, and yet our total
salaries and wages are below 2008
levels. We have acquired vital police
and firefighting equipment, includ-
ing a new fire truck and 911 system,
to protect people and property from
the limitless threats of modern soci-
ety.

Our Conservation Center provides
more recycling opportunities at a
lower cost and at an improved facil-
ity, and we now offer residents free
mulch and firewood. We renovated
the tennis courts at Tamaques Park,
resurfaced the turf fields at Houlihan
and Sid Faye, and dredged
Mindowaskin Pond. We have paved
more roads and planted more trees
than during any four-year period in
recent memory, and we strengthened

our Town Code to protect and pre-
serve our existing trees.

We have more dining and parking
options downtown, more hours of
free parking, and newer, more user-
friendly parking meters. We’ve done
all these things while keeping annual
property tax increases below the 2
percent cap, without resorting to al-
lowable exceptions to that cap.
Elected officials often seem to prom-
ise one thing, and deliver another, or
nothing at all. I have delivered a bet-
ter Westfield, and this is what I intend
to deliver in the next four years:

I will replace the aging playground
equipment in Mindowaskin Park. I
will improve and beautify the
Edgewood Avenue tree park and Clark
Park. I will use my 25 years of expe-
rience as a restructuring attorney to
ensure that our downtown overcomes
the challenges of a changing retail
paradigm. I will implement the re-
maining recommendations of the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force, in-
cluding more and better public spaces.
I will seek to partner with downtown
property owners on a sidewalk re-
placement program. I will advocate
for additional traffic calming mea-
sures, particularly on Prospect Street,
and on Lawrence, Brightwood and
Dudley Avenues.

I will pave even more roads and
plant even more trees, while continu-
ing to spend your property tax dollars
wisely. I know that I can deliver these
things because I have delivered in the
past.

I have delivered a better Westfield
as your Councilman, and with your
vote on November 7, I will continue
to do so.

Cand. Statement of Keith Loughlin
Eight years ago, I promised the

residents of Westfield’s Fourth Ward
that I would work hard for you if you
gave me the opportunity to serve as
your representative. I would like to
thank you for your trust in me and it
has been my honor to be your Coun-
cilman.

I made several promises to you.
I promised to keep Westfield a great

place to call home. We established
and enforced a quiet zone at the
Rahway Avenue train crossing. When
the Armory proposed building a 150-
foot cell phone tower, we stopped
construction and preserved our prop-
erty values. When developers sued
the town to force low-income high-
rise apartments into our neighbor-
hood, I led efforts to remove the Ar-
mory property from consideration.

I promised to keep Westfield safe.
We were recently named one of the
safety towns in America. I pledged to
improve the value of your home. Prop-
erty values are up 17 percent since I
was sworn-in. I promised to use cre-
ative solutions to decrease your prop-
erty tax bill. As a member of the
Library Board, I led efforts to iden-
tify and return $366,000 of unneeded
surplus to reduce taxes. I also led
efforts to bring solar panels to the
Library for clean energy.

I promised to tackle the high school
parking issue. We partnered with the

Board of Education to add 107 spaces
to improve the safety and quality of
life of our neighborhood. I promised
to improve the conditions of our
streets. We paved numerous roads
with more to come.

When Superstorm Sandy caused
extensive damage to our town, we
relied upon new technologies and each
other to get through it. Most impor-
tantly, we kept Westfield the premiere
place to call home in New Jersey.

While I am very proud of my record,
there is always more work to be done.
I have walked our neighborhoods and
heard your ideas for improving our
great town. These are the issues I will
focus on during my next term. I will
continue to control municipal spend-
ing and protect your property values.
I will lead efforts to renovate
Tamaques Park just like we did at
Mindowaskin, with additional park-
ing to reduce the burden on the sur-
rounding streets. I will fight for more
one-seat train rides to and from New
York. I will continue to work hard for
you.

All of us have benefited from hav-
ing a well-run town, and I will keep
working for everyone to continue that.

I am grateful for the opportunity to
serve this great town. I ask for your
vote on November 7th, and I thank
you for your continued support and
trust.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-170040009
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-051704-09
Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN R. MAYBERRY
Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-
Five and 94/100*** $572,835.94.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Cranford in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 604 Willow Street,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Tax Lot No. 11 in Block No. 163.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 17,250

Square Feet.
Nearest Cross Street: West End Place.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Two Hundred Forty-Eight and 54/100***
$617,248.54 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $153.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004121

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020028-16

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: GEORGE E. HALL; MRS.

GEORGE E. HALL, WIFE OF GEORGE E. HALL
AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/09/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifteen Thousand Sixty and 27/100***
$415,060.27.

Commonly known as address: 526 West Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Municipality: Town of Westfield.
Lot and Block: Lot 34 (fka Lot 37), Block 2708

(fka Block 724).
Approximate dimensions: 33.00 x 145.00 Feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Osborne Avenue.
**To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the

property is not an affordable unit subject to the
Fair Housing Act. **

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Fifty-Three and 68/100*** $427,053.68
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN NEW JERSEY 08830
732-902-5399
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004172

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006111-14

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON TRUST
VS.
Defendant: ERIC MIGUELINO AND LISA

MIGUELINO
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred One
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Four and 60/
100*** $601,584.60.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 54 Montrose
Avenue.

Block 19, Lot 10.
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 75 feet x

100 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Forest Road.
For interested parties regarding Sheriff’s Sale,

please contact Auction.com at (800) 793-6107 or
at www.auction.com.

Subject to: Taxes current as of 9/15/17. Sale is
subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and
interest since 9115117.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighteen Thou-
sand Twenty-Two and 06/100*** $618,022.06
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $169.32

Statement of Rich McCormack
Garwood my hometown of 32 years,

the town I chose to raise my three daugh-
ters, the town where I now get to see three
of my grandsons grow up in. No doubt
change is inevitable and I’ve seen plenty
of it in the Borough of Garwood. Some
change has been good some change I’m
worried about, as many of my neighbors
are also. I’m running for Garwood coun-
cil for my neighbors and for the future of
Garwood. We worry about overcrowd-
ing, cars racing down our streets, the
traffic congestion getting our kids to
school, the financial burden that will be
placed on our schools, police, and fire.
There are many concerns I have and my
neighbors have we are not happy with the
direction Garwood has been going.

Earlier this year I took a look at the
Rec. Center at the athletic field and knew
immediately the costs that would be as-

sociated with the repairs needed. I found
it perplexing that our council would keep
the truth behind closed doors and allow
the issues to just get worse. As a contractor
helping to run a family-owned business
for almost three decades, I understand the
financial impacts to these decisions. As a
homeowner, I also understand the these
decisions are the reason we are constantly
seeing our property taxes go through the
roof. I have to honor of running with
Michael Collings, the father of Garwood’s
“Family of the Year.” He and I have the
experience to lead and listen to all of the
residents. The one promise we will make
is that we will always be honest and forth-
right. We will listen and not just tell you
what you want to hear. We are neighbors,
friends, residents just like you looking to
put Garwood first.

My wish is that Garwood remains a
Small Town with a Big Heart, instead of a
Small City with No Heart. On Tuesday,
November 7, I humbly ask for you to
support both myself and Michael Collings.

JCC and Chabad Invite
Kids to Challah Bake

SCOTCH PLAINS — Children
from the greater Union County area
will be tasked with mixing, kneading
and braiding at the “Kids Mega
Challah Bake” on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 7, at 4 p.m. It will take place at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey, located at
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains.

During the event, youngsters will
learn how to mix, knead and shape
their own traditional challah. Top-
pings will include chocolate chips
and sprinkles.

Challah in its more widely-known
usage refers to a braided bread tra-
ditionally eaten at Shabbat and other
holidays, and is considered one of
the most famous Jewish foods. But
in its more basic, Biblical meaning,
challah is the piece of dough that is
traditionally separated and conse-
crated while baking bread, a cus-
tom that has been performed by
Jewish women for more than 100
generations.

Organized by the JCC and Chabad
of Union County, this event is geared
to children ages 3 to 12.

“Baking challah is a time-hon-
ored mitzvah (commandment) dat-
ing back to our matriarchs; we want
to pass this down to our children for
the next generation to carry it for-
ward,” said Mrs. Malky Blesofsky
of Chabad of Union County.

The event is open to the public.
For more information and to RSVP,
visit NJKidsChallahBake.com.

Food Truck Festival
To Aid Project Grad.
CRANFORD — The Cranford

High School (CHS) Project Gradu-
ation Food Truck and Music Festi-
val will take place this Saturday,
November 4, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
at Nomahegan Park on Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

Admission is $5 per person; chil-
dren age 5 and under may attend for
free. The benefit event, to be held
rain or shine, will help underwrite
the cost of the CHS 2018 senior
class Project Graduation night.
Prices for food and crafts will vary
among vendors. Parking will be
available in the Union County Col-
lege campus parking lot across from
the park.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004171

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007100-14

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: YASUKO KOUSAKA; MARIO

FLORES
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/25/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Four Hundred Eleven and
34/100*** $231,411.34.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 250 WILLOW
AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027-
1327.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 19, BLOCK 502 on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
GARWOOD.

Dimensions: 100.00 Feet X 40.00 Feet X
100.00 Feet X  40.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: East Street.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Thirty-Nine Thou-

sand One Hundred Forty-Three and 52/100***
$239,143.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004125

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006048-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST N.A. AS TRUSTEE
FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: LORRAINE MCKENZIE
Sale Date: 11/15/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/24/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Five Thousand Five Hundred Forty and
36/100*** $625,540.36.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 164 WATSON
ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-1342.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 35 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 12.73 Feet X 42.25 Feet X 114.42
Feet X 76.62 Feet X 100.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Martine Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Forty Thousand

Eight Hundred Fifteen and 28/100*** $640,815.28
together with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/19, 10/26, 11/02
& 11/09/17 Fee: $189.72

Cand. Statement of Michael Dardia

Candidate Statement of Tom Kean, Jr.
As I knock on the doors of my con-

stituents, it is not surprising to hear that
one central theme keeps recurring,
namely, affordability. The people of
District 21 want to know what can be
done to make it more affordable to live
here now and into the future. I under-
stand your concerns. After all, my fam-
ily has a long history here as well and I
am hopeful that my daughters will want
to call New Jersey home when it’s their
turn to make that decision. I’ve come to
recognize that affordability depends
upon government containing costs, hold-
ing itself accountable and encouraging
job growth. I’ve gotten legislation passed
to achieve many of these goals but I’m
not done yet and I’m ready to do more.

In 2010 I helped pass legislation that
put a 2.0 percent “hard cap” on property
taxes through a voter-approved consti-
tutional amendment and I’ve been at the
forefront of the school funding formula
fight because I recognize that District 21
needs a long-terms, stable solution that
addresses all expenses, including spe-
cial needs. Hard work still needs to be
done to go after some of the real cost
drivers to your property taxes, including
pensions and health benefits reform;
elimination of payouts for unused sick
leave to public workers; and reform of
the civil service system.

As the original sponsor of legislation

banning “Pay to Play,” I also understand
that a cost-effective government is one
that is both transparent and accountable.
I was instrumental in overhauling the
Executive Commission on Ethical Stan-
dards and just last year, the Senate passed
my bill that would strengthen local gov-
ernment accountability and ethics, in
part, by transferring oversight at the
municipal and county levels to the State
Ethics Commission.

Affordability is also achieved when
we have a strong economy and I have
tried to turn the narrative around to not
just retaining jobs but growing jobs,
helping the job creators here create new
opportunities. From my position on the
Senate Higher Education Committee, I
have worked extensively with both the
business and higher education commu-
nities by creating a new Commission
partnering the two in order to address
among other things, the job skills gap.
I authored a new fellowship program
that will work to retain and attract our
best and brightest scientists and re-
searchers.

I understand that my constituents are
working hard to live in New Jersey so I
will continue to work hard in Trenton to
stop wasteful state government spend-
ing and promote a stronger New Jersey
economy that leads to more opportuni-
ties today and tomorrow.

Candidate Statement of Jill LaZare

Cand. Statement of Dawn Mackey

Candidate Statement of Marc Krauss

My name is Jill LaZare and I am run-
ning for New Jersey Senate in the 21st
District.

When my daughter Brooke died of a
drug overdose, I fought to pass the Good
Samaritan Bill which has helped save
hundreds of lives. As your Senator, I will
continue fighting for the people of our
district for pay equity, funding the
women’s health care bill, rebuilding our
infrastructure, and reasonable gun laws
in addition to finding a cure for opioid
addiction and treatment for those who
battle this insidious disease that now
claims more lives of people under the age
of 50 than any other cause of death.

I am running against Tom Kean, Jr.,
the minority leader in the Senate, a man
who has been a legislator for the last 16
years.

Most of our district has lost its Home-
stead Rebate and we have no new tunnel
into New York City. Our economy has
been the slowest to bounce back after the

recession, with 11 downgrades to our
credit rating.

Working together we can return New
Jersey to its place as a leader in the nation
of sustainable energy development and
production. Together we can work to heal
the fractures that divide us and wreak
havoc on our taxes and services. To-
gether we can make New Jersey work for
us instead of special interest groups.

As to my background, I am a mom,
wife, musician, and attorney who has
fought for clients in cases as high as the
2nd and 3rd circuits. As your Senator I
will fight for you.

It is time for a change in the 21st
district and I ask for your vote on Novem-
ber 7th so that you will have an unwaver-
ing and independent voice in the Senate
accountable to you the voter instead of
party bosses and petty partisan politics.

Please visit jill4senate.com for more
information and to volunteer and make a
donation.

Cand.  Statement of Andy Skibitsky

As a candidate for Union County Sher-
iff, my goals are simple:

1. Ensure that all the men and women
that serve in the Sheriff’s Department, in
and out of uniform, are taken care of and
receive the training they need to do the
job to protect you.

2. Continue the community programs
currently established by the Sheriff’s De-
partment with special emphasis on the
opioid crisis in Union County.

3. Address the needs and provide sup-
port to our local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies and to fully coop-
erate with all.

What I’m not about is party patronage,
political nepotism and pension padding.
I have no political connections with those
currently running Union County and I’m
not, nor have I ever been, employed by
Union County. I do not have any family
members that are or were employed by
Union County and I’m not receiving a
state pension. What I am about is serving
all the residents of Union County with no
political strings attached.

As a retired Army Officer with over 21
years of honorable active duty military
service and two tours in Iraq, I know and
understand what mission accomplishment
is and how to achieve it. I still live by the
Army values of Loyalty, Duty, Respect,
Selfless Service, Honor, Integrity, and
Personal Courage (LeaDeRSHIP) which
I will bring to the office of sheriff. They
are not mutually exclusive to the Army
and I will apply them when elected as
sheriff of Union County. I served our
country, I served my community and now
I want serve you as sheriff.

I presently reside in Springfield with
my wife and our two children. I am also a
life member of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, VFW Kenilworth Post 2230.

For the Office of Sheriff, I ask one
thing of all Union County voters, vote the
person and not the political party.

One of the reasons I entered public
service is that, as a business execu-
tive, I believe that all levels of gov-
ernment must relentlessly pursue cost
efficiencies in the delivery of their
respective services. I know of too
many people driven out of New Jer-
sey due to its high cost of living. It is
sad when our seniors, those using the
least services but having so much to
offer in terms of volunteerism and
experience, are driven to more tax
friendly environs.

Therefore, my philosophy as mayor
has been to “do more with less,” and
have skillfully done so in clear con-
trast to many other government enti-
ties. In fact, our 2017 aggregate sala-
ries and wages, the largest line item in
our budget, are less than they were in
2008. This has been accomplished by
reducing our workforce without lay-
offs while closely working with our
six collective bargaining units and
fairly, but firmly, renegotiating their
contracts.

Over the past eight years the tax
levy (the Town of Westfield’s portion
of your property taxes) has increased
approximately 1 percent per year. To
put that in perspective, during that
same period Union County’s tax levy
to Westfielders has increased a total
of 40 percent. That is why Standard &
Poor’s rated Westfield AAA and stated
that the town exhibits “strong” man-
agement!

Under my leadership, the Town
Council has sought and secured over
$6 million in grant monies and saved
hundreds of thousands in property
tax dollars with our AAA rating.

In addition to managing a tight
budget, we have continued to im-
prove the quality of life in Westfield.
We became the first town in the State
of New Jersey to successfully estab-
lish a “Quiet Zone.” We stopped con-
struction of a 150-foot cell tower in a
residential neighborhood. We imple-
mented numerous traffic safety im-
provements, particularly around
school zones and downtown. We care-
fully managed our state-mandated
affordable housing requirements and
prevented the Armory from being

zoned for high-density affordable
housing. We changed our liquor laws
allowing for Addams Tavern to come
to Westfield and for Ferraro’s 2nd
and 3rd floor expansions. We have
made shopping in town more conve-
nient by adding new on-street meters
with additional credit card and pay-
by-app payment features, 15-minute
free parking at street meters, over 120
parking spaces for shoppers, more
employee parking options, and free
15-minute free express parking
spaces.

Our “green team” has been work-
ing hard to make the town more envi-
ronmentally sustainable. Over the last
two years we will have planted over
1,000 trees, installed library solar
panels, instituted town-wide clean-
ups and expanded recycling options.
We also completed the Mindowaskin
Pond dredging and shoreline restora-
tion.

I am running for another term be-
cause I have the experience to man-
age us through three very critical state
mandates that are underway – the
Council on Affordable Housing, Re-
valuation, and the Master Plan.

Also, with my experience, I will
finish what I started - I will com-
plete Mindowaskin Park 2018 –
new plantings, new pathways and a
new state-of-the-art playground for
children of all abilities .I will con-
tinue to implement the Mayor’s
Downtown Task Force Recommen-
dations. I will finalize and com-
plete the plans to upgrade
Tamaques Park and its facilities. I
will continue our strong fiscal man-
agement policies and triple A bond
rating. I will continue working with
our state legislators to secure peak-
hour one seat rides. And of course
I will continue my Saturday Day
morning office hours - after all,
residents do love my coffee.

You know me. I am a proven, dedi-
cated, and tested leader. I love this
town as much as you do.

With your help and your vote, we
will keep Westfield moving in the
right direction - strong, safe, and beau-
tiful.

Westfield residents, friends and neigh-
bors, I’m Dawn Mackey and I am running
to be the Ward 4 councilwoman.

For the past six months I have been
canvassing door to door with the hope of
meeting as many residents of the Fourth
Ward as possible to hear your concerns.

I moved to Westfield from Hoboken
with my husband, John, and three chil-
dren when my oldest son was starting
high school.

From the moment I moved to Westfield
12 years ago I have been an avid commu-
nity volunteer. I’ve chaired various com-
mittees, beginning with the Y Preschool
fundraiser when my twins attended. I was
part of the PTO committee the inaugural
year at the renovated Lincoln School.

Each year we were at McKinley I had
the joyful task of chairing the back to
school social.

And most recently, as the mother of
both a PAL Flag Football player and PAL
cheerleader, I helped PAL renegotiate
practice space saving the organization a
few thousand dollars.

When my oldest son was in Westfield
High School my family was asked to
bring in his classmate as a foster child.
I was a tenacious advocate for him with
DYFS, ensuring maximum support.

As my youngest children recently be-
gan their turn at WHS, my attention shifted
from volunteering at the schools to our

local government. I was surprised to learn
it was common for seats on the council to
go unchallenged — meaning many coun-
cil members are simply appointed. That is
unacceptable to me. And it should be to
all of us here in Westfield.

Our best chance for a vibrant produc-
tive government is engagement and re-
spectful competition. I firmly believe that
anyone who seeks the privilege of serv-
ing should work hard to earn that seat.
And work hard to keep it.

As a Ward 4 resident with ties to many
different parts of our community, I have
personal connections to the issues that
matter to you, my neighbors.

My career as a NY commercial title exam-
iner has provided me with 25 years’ experi-
ence working with municipal agencies. My
ten years as a small business owner provides
me with an intimate understanding of the
challenges of our local entrepreneurs.

Together this provides a strong foun-
dation to represent Ward 4 as council-
woman. It would be an honor to serve this
town I am so proud to call home.

I humbly ask for your vote November 7.

Many of you have asked what I intend
to bring to Westfield as the Ward 2
Councilman. After 14 years of living
here and sending my sons from elemen-
tary to the high school, I’ve come to
understand what I want to see from our
representation in municipal government.
Listening to nearly 500 residents in our
ward, I’ve learned most of you have the
same expectations. As the Ward 2 coun-
cilman, I can assure you that I will be
reliable and accessible. What else should
you expect from me?

Insistence on the development of a
revised master plan with the full partici-
pation of residents and business owners.
Our Ward 2 neighbors and local busi-
ness owners are key stakeholders. Your
input must guide the process to create
and implement a long-term vision for
retail and parking. These crucial deci-
sions affect our neighborhoods, home
values, and the town’s economy. Part of
Westfield’s charm is our picturesque
downtown and landmark homes; we
should be strengthening our investment
in the preservation of historical proper-
ties whenever feasible.

A critical review of expenditures and
maximization of transparency. Residents
of Westfield should have a clear under-
standing of how our local government
budget dollars are spent. It should be the
responsibility of our public officials to
assess the town’s finances with a critical
eye to identify monies that could be
better spent elsewhere, such as infra-
structure including lighting, signage and
other areas of repeated resident concern.

Lessen the tax burden by finding al-
ternative revenue sources. Westfield’s
property taxes are among the highest in
Union County. Our elected officials
should be researching additional sources
of income beyond taxes and fees to help
our town maintain the highest level of
services. We need to investigate avail-
able grants and public-private partner-
ships to reduce our dependency on tax

increases to cover expenses.
Establish sustainable environmental

programs that pay for themselves. Our
beautiful town should have programs in
place to cultivate and improve aesthetics
and environment. Initiatives could in-
clude energy audits of town buildings, a
reinvigoration of Westfield’s existing
Green Team, and incentives to encour-
age more solar paneling. I’ll partner
with local businesses to boost their par-
ticipation, and to find ways to make it in
their financial interest to do so.

Improve road safety in Ward 2 and
throughout Westfield. Throughout my
campaign, I’ve met residents who share
concerns about poor road conditions,
insufficiently lit intersections and un-
checked speeding on our residential
streets. After being contacted by a Ward
2 resident concerned about the danger-
ous deterioration of the road near his
home, I contacted Westfield’s Public
Works Department myself, and within
days, crews had been dispatched to make
repairs. I’ve already been able to make
changes as a candidate; imagine what I
could do as your Councilman!

Most importantly, I will foster a culture
of collaboration and public engagement.
During my campaign for Town Council,
I’ve met many of my neighbors who feel
that their voices aren’t being heard. Our
town government needs to build relation-
ships with residents as we move toward
the future. We should be creating a col-
laborative vision for Westfield, not one
developed by just those holding office.

Cand. Statement of Michelle Brindle
Since announcing my candidacy for

mayor, I’ve talked with and met so many
talented, passionate, and committed resi-
dents. Your stories have made this expe-
rience one for which I will always be
grateful. It also confirmed for me what I
suspected to be true — that our commu-
nity has unlimited potential if we can put
your skills and talents to work for
Westfield.

I’ve been in over 100 living rooms, on
countless porches and phone calls - wher-
ever you are- listening. I discovered the
top issues concerning residents are strik-
ingly consistent, irrespective of ward or
political affiliation: rising property taxes,
Downtown vacancies, and diminished
services, particularly the condition of our
roads. At first glance these might seem
like three different concerns, but they’re
all symptomatic of the same larger prob-
lem —the town doesn’t have a plan for
our future.

Since the current mayor was appointed
in 2005, taxes we pay to the municipality
have increased 65 percent, inclusive of
the sewer fee and library tax. Growth in
non-property tax revenue hasn’t kept pace,
resulting in “hidden” taxes like Little
League recreation fees and unsupported
sidewalk repair, and diminished services
such as unpaved roads and the removal of
deck chairs at Memorial Pool, to name a
few. Construction fees, permit fees, and
parking fees have become the primary
means of growing revenue, a reliance
which could ultimately undermine our
long-term success.

The current Mayor is seeking an un-
precedented 4th term (16 years in office).
A saying comes to mind: “If you keep
doing what you’ve always done, you’re
going to keep getting what you’ve always
got.” In the absence of a plan for our
future and fresh thinking, our taxes will
continue to rise, services will continue to
diminish, and storefronts will remain va-
cant. These challenges need an energetic,
solution driven leader who will empower
and engage all of our residents. Working
hand-in-hand, we will:

Chart a vision for our town and create
an updated and relevant master plan that
embraces smart growth, innovation, and
new technology to ensure our town re-

mains vibrant for the residents of today
and tomorrow. We can solve our parking
problem, attract new businesses, fill our
stores, and expand our tax base to im-
prove town services.

Challenge the budget with fresh eyes
to rethink how we spend, redefine what
we get, and reignite growth in our town
by focusing on growing new revenue
streams.

Create a culture that promotes trans-
parency and communication, keeping you
informed — and included — every step
of the way. This includes opening up
Board and Committee positions to all
residents, and making publicly available
the qualities expected.

Champion issues that matter to you.
One-Seat Ride. Historic preservation.
Roadside paving. Sidewalk repair. Safe
streets. Parks. Parking! Your issues are
my issues, and I’ll be a tireless advocate
on your behalf.

Westfield is a great town, it’s why we
all live here! But we deserve better than
the status quo, and should expect more
than what we’ve received and been con-
ditioned to accept these past 12 years.
Bringing people together to make big
things happen is what I’ve done my whole
career, and it’s what I will do for you in
Westfield. Listening to you and achiev-
ing consensus takes time, which is why
I’ve committed to being your full-time
volunteer Mayor.

My husband Kip and I have lived in
Westfield for 23 years. We are vested in
this community and want to ensure that
our town remains one where our three kids
will want to return to, and one where we
will be able to stay when they’re grown.

Service was instilled in me from a
young age. My dad was an Air Force
Pilot, killed in Vietnam when I was six.
My mom rebuilt her life as a Meals on
Wheels supervisor, overseeing the deliv-
ery of meals to homebound seniors. In-
spired by their commitment, I retired
early as an executive vice-president at
HBO so I could continue their tradition of
service. And I couldn’t imagine a better
place to serve than right here in Westfield.

I look forward to the privilege of being
your Mayor. Vote Michelle ‘Shelley’
Brindle this November 7th.

 Statement of Kurt Petschow, Jr.
My name is Kurt Petschow, Jr. and I

am seeking re-election to the Cranford
Board of Education. Since becoming a
Board member approximately four years
ago, I have gained a deep understanding
of what it takes to oversee the education
of all our children – now and in the future.
As a parent of three children who are
presently students within the District,
along with a nephew and two nieces who
will soon be entering the school district,
I see firsthand the success that can be
achieved when all parties involved in
planning and decision making work to-
gether to achieve positive outcomes for
our students. As the current president of
the Board, I would like all the residents of
Cranford to know that it has been my
privilege to serve the District and com-
munity. It has also been my pleasure and
distinct honor to work with the current
board members who make up what I
believe to be the best board I have ever
been a part of.

Over the past four years, in collabora-
tion with my fellow board members, I am
proud to have accomplished numerous
goals and objectives that I am confident
have benefited not only our students, but
also our great teachers, district adminis-
trators and the residents of Cranford.
This includes, upgrades to our technol-
ogy infrastructure throughout the district
and working with community partners to
build bathrooms, a snack stand and a

multi-purpose turf field at the memorial
complex. The most important accom-
plishment I am proud of is hiring an
exceptional new superintendent to lead
our district into the 21st century.

Looking to the future, I am confident
that given the continued opportunity,
myself and my fellow board members
will be able to build on the great founda-
tion that has made the Cranford Public
School District what it is today. As we all
know, large projects such as Birchwood
and 750 Walnut are concerning to all
taxpayers and I feel that I am uniquely
positioned to help lead the board to ad-
dress these projects in doing what is in the
best interest of our children and residents
of Cranford.

As a 29 year resident of Cranford, it
has been my ongoing desire to give back
to our great community. In addition to the
being a part of the board of Education, my
contributions to the Cranford community
include:

Family business owner in Cranford
since 1968, former president of the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce, former
Downtown Management Corporation
board member, active board member with
the Cranford Baseball and Softball
League, current baseball coach.

I would like to thank everyone in ad-
vance for their ongoing support and would
encourage everyone to vote “column 3”
on November 7, 2017.

Cand. Statement from David Oliveira
Four years ago, I promised to represent

the residents of the 3rd Ward with a focus
on keeping Westfield one of the best
places to raise a family; the type of town
in which our children would be proud to
return and raise their own family. My
track record of achievements and our
plans for the future demonstrate my suc-
cessful fulfillment of that promise.

As a member of the Finance Policy
Committee, my financial background has
helped manage our limited resources and
secure the town’s financial position. We
have: earned and maintained a AAA bond
rating, received independent
acknowledgement of our strong manage-
ment and strong budgetary performance
from S&P, controlled spending and ex-
panded services with only 16 percent of
your tax dollars, built the financial flex-
ibility to invest in our infrastructure,
handle unfunded state mandates, and
weather financial downturns.

Four years ago, I promised to address
quality of life issues, with a particular
focus on road repaving. As a member of
the Public Works Committee and its chair-
person for the past two years, our accom-
plishments include: paving of 16 miles of
roads in the last four years, improve-
ments in pothole repair, reduced the Con-
servation Center fee by $20, launched
free mulch and free firewood program,
planted 1,000 trees, expanded recycling
opportunities, improved the speed, qual-
ity and safety of snow plowing, renovated
our town parks, memorials and monu-
ments.

I have opened the lines of communica-
tion with residents by providing regular
email updates to our residents, attending
neighborhood meetings, and responding
to resident phone calls with in-person

visits. I have shared resident suggestions
with our town council subcommittees
and effectuated positive change as a re-
sult.

Although there have been many ac-
complishments during my first term, my
vision for the future of Westfield in-
cludes the completion of many projects
that are already underway. Paving of more
streets, including Grove Street in 2018.
Purchase of new equipment for an ex-
panded street sweeping program. Imple-
mentation of additional recommendations
from the Mayor’s Downtown Task Force,
lights, paths and playground equipment
upgrades for the centennial celebration at
Mindowaskin Park, new turf field, com-
munity building and additional parking
at Tamaques Park.

These projects require experienced
leadership and a Councilperson that is
willing to make the tough decisions that
are required to minimize the burden on
our already overtaxed residents while still
delivering exceptional municipal services.
Westfield is a beautiful town that contin-
ues to attract new families because of our
charming neighborhoods, highly rated
downtown, and excellent schools. Invest-
ments in the downtown and in residential
real estate have led to an increase in
median home values of 17 percent during
my four years as Councilman.

The numerous accolades Westfield has
received from outside agencies did not
happen by accident; they are the result of
strong leadership and fiscally responsible
management. I stand proudly behind my
achievements in the 3rd Ward and remain
focused on realistic ideas and solutions for
the future. I have worked hard to earn your
support and I would be honored to have
your vote on November 7th.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004011

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002341-17

Plaintiff: M&T BANK S/B/M HUDSON CITY
SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES N. TATE A/K/A

CHARLES TATE, DORIS “DOE” (LAST NAME
REFUSED), HERITAGE COMMUNITY BANK,
GLOUCESTER COUNTY BOARD SOCIAL SER-
VICES AND DUNCAN SMYTHE, TENANT

Sale Date: 11/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million
Twenty-Six Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Eight
and 41/100*** $1,026,958.41.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly Known as: 600 Sherwood Park-
way, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 29, Block 21.
Nearest Cross Street: Sherwood Parkway &

Mountain Avenue (approximately 420 feet away).
Lot Size (approximately): 1.945 Acres
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Register/Clerk of Union County in
Mortgage Book 12448 at Page 69, et sec., Eliza-
beth, New Jersey, and the Writ of Execution on
file with the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Forty-Three Thou-
sand One Hundred Thirty-Four and 14/100***
$1,043,134.14 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SCHILLER, KNAPP, LEFKOWITZ & HERTZEL LLP
950 NEW LOUDON ROAD
SUITE 109
LATHAM NY 12110
(518) 786-9069
4 T - 10/12, 10/19, 10/26
& 11/02/17 Fee: $220.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004356

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-35565-09

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH TUFARO; CATHERINE

M TUFARO, HIS WIFE; CATHERINE
MORTARULO AND MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMI-
NEE FOR CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 11/29/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/27/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Twelve Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Eight
and 97/100*** $812,338.97.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 228 WATCHUNG
TERRACE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

It is known and designated as Block 3907, Lot
17.

The dimensions are approximately 75 feet X
100 feet.

Nearest cross street: Mountain Avenue.
Prior lien(s): 3rd Quarter taxes open/due in the

amount of $3,154.29.
Sewer account past due in the amount of

$132.27.
Sewer account open/due in the amount of

$129.69.
Sewer lien redemption in the amount of $823.29

(includes interest to 9/26/2017).
Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Thirty-Four

Thousand Eight Hundred Ten and 68/100***
$834,810.68 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 11/02, 11/09, 11/16
& 11/23/17 Fee: $208.08
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-13

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION AND REVISION OF THE
ORDINANCES OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AS PART III
OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF
PART III OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE; REPEALING AND SAVING FROM
REPEAL CERTAIN ORDINANCES NOT INCLUDED THEREIN; ESTAB-
LISHING A PENALTY FOR ALTERING OR TAMPERING WITH PART III OF
THE TOWNSHIP CODE; AND MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN PREVI-
OUSLY ADOPTED ORDINANCES

 Be it ordained and enacted by the Board of Health of the Township of Cranford, County
of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

§ 440-1. Adoption of Part III of the Township Code.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-4, the ordinances of the Board of Health of the Township of

Cranford of a general and permanent nature, as revised, codified and consolidated into
chapters and sections by General Code, and consisting of Chapters 446 through 472, are
hereby approved, adopted, ordained and enacted as “Part III, Health Legislation, of the
Code of the Township of Cranford,” hereinafter known and referred to as “Part III of the
Township Code.”

§ 440-2. Code supersedes prior ordinances.
This ordinance and Part III of the Township Code shall supersede all other general and

permanent Board of Health ordinances enacted prior to the enactment of this Code,
except such ordinances as are hereinafter expressly saved from repeal or continued in
force.

§ 440-3. When effective.
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication according

to law.
§ 440-4. Copy of Code on file.
A copy of Part III of the Township Code in loose-leaf form has been filed in the office of

the Secretary of the Board of Health and shall remain there for use and examination by
the public until final action is taken on this ordinance; and, if this ordinance shall be
adopted, such copy shall be certified to by the Secretary of the Board of Health of the
Township of Cranford by impressing thereon the Seal of the Township, as provided by
law, and such certified copy shall remain on file in the office of the Secretary of the Board
of Health, to be made available to persons desiring to examine the same during all times
while Part III of the Township Code is in effect.

§ 440-5. Amendments to Code.
Any and all additions, amendments or supplements to Part III of the Township Code,

when passed and adopted in such form as to indicate the intent of the Board of Health to
make them a part thereof, shall be deemed to be incorporated into Part III of the Township
Code so that reference to “Part III of the Township Code of the Township of Cranford” shall
be understood and intended to include such additions and amendments. Whenever such
additions, amendments or supplements to the Code shall be adopted, they shall
thereafter be printed and, as provided hereunder, inserted in the loose-leaf book
containing said Code as amendments and supplements thereto.

§ 440-6. Publication; filing.
The Secretary of the Board of Health of the Township of Cranford, pursuant to law, shall

cause this Adopting Ordinance to be published, in the manner required, in a newspaper
of general circulation in the Township. Sufficient copies of Part III of the Township Code
shall be maintained in the office of the Secretary for inspection by the public at all times
during regular office hours. The enactment and publication of this Adopting Ordinance,
coupled with availability of copies of Part III of the Township Code for inspection by the
public, shall be deemed, held and considered to be due and legal publication of all
provisions of the Code for all purposes.

§ 440-7. Code book to be kept up-to-date.
It shall be the duty of the Secretary or someone authorized and directed by the

Secretary to keep up-to-date the certified copy of the book containing Part III of the
Township Code required to be filed in his or her office for the use of the public. All changes
in said Code and all ordinances adopted subsequent to the effective date of this
codification which shall be adopted specifically as part of the Code shall, when finally
adopted, be included therein by reference until such changes or new ordinances are
printed as supplements to said Code book, at which time such supplements shall be
inserted therein.

§ 440-8. Sale of Part III of the Township Code.
Copies of Part III of the Township Code, or any chapter or portion of it, may be purchased

from the Secretary, or an authorized agent of the Secretary, upon the payment of a fee
authorized by the Township. The Secretary shall also arrange for procedures for the
periodic supplementation of Part III of the Township Code.

§ 440-9. Altering or tampering with Part III of the Township Code; penalties for
violation.

It shall be unlawful for anyone to improperly change or amend, by additions or deletions,
any part or portion of Part III of the Township Code or to alter or tamper with such Code
in any manner whatsoever which will cause the law of the Board of Health of the Township
of Cranford to be misrepresented thereby. Anyone violating this section or any part of this
ordinance shall be subject, upon conviction, to a fine of not more than $500, in the
discretion of the Judge imposing the same.

§ 440-10. Severability of Part III of the Township Code provisions.
Each section of Part III of the Township Code and every part of each section is an

independent section or part of a section, and the holding of any section or a part thereof
to be unconstitutional, void or ineffective for any cause shall not be deemed to affect the
validity or constitutionality of any other sections or parts thereof.

§ 440-11. Severability of ordinance provisions.
Each section of this ordinance is an independent section, and the holding of any section

or part thereof to be unconstitutional, void or ineffective for any cause shall not be deemed
to affect the validity or constitutionality of any other sections or parts thereof.

§ 440-12. Inconsistent ordinances repealed.
Except as provided in § 440-13, Ordinances saved from repeal, below, all ordinances

or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions contained in Part III of the Township
Code adopted by this ordinance are hereby repealed; provided, however, that such
repeal shall only be to the extent of such inconsistency, and any valid legislation of the
Board of Health of the Township of Cranford which is not in conflict with the provisions of
Part III of the Township Code shall be deemed to remain in full force and effect.

§ 440-13. Ordinances saved from repeal.
The adoption of Part III of the Township Code and the repeal of ordinances provided

for in § 440-12 of this ordinance shall not affect the following ordinances, rights and
obligations, which are hereby expressly saved from repeal:

A. Any ordinance adopted subsequent to May 23, 2017.
B. Any right or liability established, accrued or incurred under any legislative provision

prior to the effective date of this ordinance or any action or proceeding brought for the
enforcement of such right or liability.

C. Any offense or act committed or done before the effective date of this ordinance in
violation of any legislative provision or any penalty, punishment or forfeiture which may
result therefrom.

D. Any prosecution, indictment, action, suit or other proceeding pending or any
judgment rendered, prior to the effective date of this ordinance, brought pursuant to any
legislative provision.

E. Any license, right or privilege heretofore granted or conferred by the Board of Health.
F. Any ordinance or resolution authorizing the Board of Health of the Township of

Cranford to enter into, execute or assume a contract or contracts.
G. Any ordinance or resolution appropriating money or transferring funds, promising or

guaranteeing the payment of money or authorizing the issuance and delivery of any bond
or other instruments or evidence of the Township’s indebtedness.

H. Any pension or tenure right of any officer or employee of the Department of Health
of the Township of Cranford or any pension or benefit of any retired officer or employee.

I. Any provision of any ordinance or resolution or employment agreement providing for
the payment of compensation, salary or wages of, or the method of payment to, any
Department of Health official, officer or employee, or providing for additional compensa-
tion with respect thereto, or providing for any other benefit or allowance, whether
monetary or otherwise.

J. Any provision of any ordinance or resolution creating any position or office, or fixing
the duties or responsibilities thereof, which is not provided for in Part III of the Township
Code and which is not in conflict with or inconsistent with the provisions of Part III of the
Township Code.

§ 440-14. Changes in previously adopted ordinances.
A. In compiling and preparing the ordinances for adoption and revision as part of the

Code pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-4, certain grammatical changes and other minor
changes were made in one or more of said ordinances. It is the intention of the Board of
Health that all such changes be adopted as part of the Code as if the ordinances so
changed had been previously formally amended to read as such.

B. In addition, the changes, amendments or revisions as set forth below are made
herewith, to become effective upon the effective date of this ordinance. (Chapter and
section number references are to the ordinances as they have been renumbered and
appear in the Code.)

(1) Chapter 465, Sanitary Standards.
(a) Section 465-10A is amended as follows: “The Public Health Nuisance Code of New

Jersey (1953) is hereby adopted, with the exception of Section 2.1a and b.”
(b) Original § 250-11A and B which adopted the Retail Food Establishment Code of New

Jersey (1965) are repealed.
(c) The definition of “food handler’s certification” in § 465-11D(1) is amended to read

“food handler’s certificate” and to change “Board of Health of Westfield” to “Board of
Health of Cranford.”

(d) Section 465-12 is amended to read as follows: “Public swimming pools shall be
subject to the State Sanitary Code, N.J.A.C. 8:26, Public Recreational Bathing.”

(e) Section 465-13 is amended to read as follows: “Food and beverage vending
machines shall be subject to the State Sanitary Code, N.J.A.C. 8:24, Sanitation in Retail
Food Establishments and Food and Beverage Vending Machines.”

(f) Original § 250-15, Weed control, is repealed.
(2) Chapter 472, Tobacco Products and Smoking. Section 472-1 is amended to change

“a minor under the age of 18 years” to “a minor under the age of 19 years.”

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the foregoing ordinance was finally passed at a
meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on October
24, 2017.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/2/17, The Leader Fee: $261.12

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS
Fanwood: 06/23/17

Dana Brenner to Andrew Jon and
Marie Plaine Weitzman, 65 Montrose
Avenue, $485,000.

Robert and Sarah Lynn to Kim-
berly Whitefield, 168 Marian Avenue,
$520,000.

Scotch Plains: 07/05/17
Robert and Josephine Roshetar to

Efrain H. Vasquez, 528 Dona Lane,
$501,000.

UMB Bank National Association
to Jianren Yang, 2425 Richlieu Place,
$280,000.

Zeljko and Yolanda Gregov to
Steven and Elizabeth Jean Gregov,
381 Acacia Road, $312,000.

Union County Sheriff to
Wilmington Savings Society, 2403
Hamlette Place, $1,000.

Joseph D. and Barabra A. Timko to
Anthony De Maria and Patr
Iannaccone, 2360 Seneca Road,
$440,000.

Konstruct Enterprises INC. to Jon
and Christina Zdznty, 2021 West
Broad Street, $989,990.

Gary S. and Doreen Binkiewicz to
Tony George Athungal and M.A.
Cherian, 2108 Gallegher Avenue,
$695,000.

Needle Point Holmes LLC. to Rob-
ert and Sarah Lynn, 1520 Lamberts
Mill Road, $695,000.

Toll, NJ, LP to Richard A. and
Eileen Schrader, 1204 Tillinghast
Turn, $902,803.

Robert Halleck and Julie Monaco
to Howard Johnah and Naomi Leah
K. Tilman, 1558 Ramapo Way,
$615,000.

Peter A. and Ruth P. Pogany to
Robert Halleck and Julie Monaco, 22
Fenimore Drive, $1,165,000.

Ruth B. Smith to Frederick M. H.

and Beth Currie, 22 Burnham Vil-
lage, $400,000.

Dianne M. Gorbaty to Rick Liss, 8
Eastham Village, $355,000.

1653 Rahway Road LLC. to An-
drew Cardaci, 1653 Rahway Road,
$725,000.

David V. and Michele G. Miller to
Rushik S. and Gunjan Patel, 65 Cly-
desdale Road, $730,000.

Brookfield Relocation INC. to
Mayank and Ritu Nainwal, 18 Blue
Ridge Circle, $808,000.

Westfield: 10/02/17
Gerald and Miriam N. Span to

Matthew A. and Ilene H. Robinson,
948 Woodmere Drive, $800,000.

Carl H. and Anne H. Stocking to
Peter and Nicole Hansen, 25
Burrington Gorge, $1,080,000.

Carl H. T. and Mary M. Blendulf to
Dennis and Mary Downs, 425
Quantuck Lane, $999,900.

Robert J. and Janice G. Lenehan to
Bella Builders, LLC, 1090 Lawrence
Avenue, $730,000.

Keith Habeeb to Bohdan Kiyko
and Olena Vatseba, 935 Cleveland
Avenue, $435,000.

Christa Clarke and Andrew
McClellan to Mara Guarducci
Mitchell and James Todd Mitchell,
107 Effingham Place, $828,000.

Mark and Linda Hasenfus to Jason
and Whitney Glushakow, 643 Glen
Avenue, $990,000.

Lexicon Government Services,
LLC to Karen Slusher, 1028 North
Avenue, West, $413,000.

High Jump Realty, LLC to Kieran

P. and Jeannine D. Hughes, 226
Edgewood Avenue, $650,000.

Gregory Redington Michele
Modestino to Louis Weidt and
Heather Wainer, 101 Dudley Avenue,
West, $939,000.

Gerald A. and Traci R. Gleeson to
Jeffrey A. and Sasha P. Nisbet, 422
Alden Avenue, $1,475,000.

Peter S. and Nicole Hansen to James
Ball and Frederick Ball, 710 Girard
Avenue, $750,00O.

Robert and Jaime-Lyn Garnecki to
Matthew and Megan Malanga, 810
Wallberg Avenue, $855,000.

Richard A. and Eileen Schrader to
Gerard and Monica Hernandez, 1041
Wychwood Road, $897,500.

James F. and Erica Ball to Valerie
Skrelja and Cesar Mauras, 604
Garfield Avenue, $945,000.

Mary Lynn Musco to 78 Benjamin
Street, Llc, 702 Garfield Avenue,
$540,000.

Rebecca A. and Carl B. Factor to
Carl M. and Liza Gambello, 410
Wychwood Road, $1,100,000.

Elise D. Wilkins to Jay Klausner,
208 Sunset Avenue, $565,000.

Ryan and Heather Weddle to Bran-
don C. Collins and Lauren E.
Sonnefeld, 1025 East Broad Street,
$501,000.

Estate Of Anna Demarco to Junkang
Xie and Dailu Ye, 557 Downer Street,
$333,000.

Guanghua Li and Min Wang to
Isabella M. Rodrigues, 405 Wesy
Broad Street, $300,000.

1 Elm Street Westfield, LLC to 1

Recent Home Sales
Elm Street Associates, LLC, 1 Elm
Street, $2,680,000.

Flagstone Properties, Inc. to Delmar
Partners, LLC, 123 Quimby Street,
$1,975,000.

Karen S. Fishman and Jonathan D.
Fishman to Dona A. Gapp, 23
Cornwall Drive, $1,288,000.

Dona and Kevin Gapp to Justine
Lubenow and Vivian Suchy, 19
Cornwall Drive, $910,000.

Elshiekh Enterprises, LLC to
Fabian A. and Vikki G. Garcia, 613
Chestnut Street, South, $1,470,000.

Jeanne Colucci to Steven and Emily
Kohutic, 780 Fairacres Avenue,
$669,700.

Jefrey S. and Karen M. Fontenelli
to Jiayi Li and Michael Chan, 50
Nomahegan Drive, $730,000.

Estate Of Josephine V. Saliola to
Caleb and Jessica De Nigris, 725
Summit Avenue, $605,000.

Josephine Jp Ho to 525 Washing-
ton Street, LLC, 525 Washington
Street, $470,000.

Eri and Alice Golembo to Jacques
J. and Jennifer M. Machat, 767
Knollwood Terrace, $949,000.

Wilton J. Iii and Lauri Ann Gates to
Yong Lin and Helen Shek, 823
Knollwood Terrace, $1,065,000.

Samuel O. and Kara N. Skinner to
Richard B. and Jennifer R. Goldman,
6 Normandy Drive, $925,000.

Gary and Sgheryl Gottdiener to
Brendan C. Purse and Menghao Zhao,
9 Normandy Drive, $989,000.

Maureen L. Rock to David and
Nina M. Villane, 209 Dickson Drive,
$520,000.

Kimberly and Martin Musikant to
Christopher Jeremiah and Mei Yan
Yip, 409 Grove Street Street, West,
$485,000.

George A. Karustis to Donald J.
and Allison M. Bucciarelli, 832
Carleton Road, $579,000.

Columbus West, Llc to John P. and
Vanessa Ordway, 923 Columbus Av-
enue, $611,000.

Robert A. Koleszarik and Kimberly
S. Matthews to Hozaifa and Ramla
Cassubhai, 1018 Grandview Avenue,
$500,000.

Brian and Traci A. Kastner to
Michael J. and Crystal Moriarty, 318
Belmar Place, $507,000.

Colicchio Construction, LLC to
Benton Lee and Jia Shan-Lee, 1246
Summit Avenue, $1,410,000.

Justin Lubenow and Vivian Suchy
to Peng Jiang and Chen Chen, 615
Kensington Drive, $565,000.

Fox and Foxx Development, LLC
to Brian and Samantha Raffel, 615
Leigh Drive, $1,101,099.

Estate Of Virginia M. Maher to
Steven Sidi and Ashley Onesto, 92
Summit Court, $549,000.

Scott A. and Eleanor E. Sawyer to
John Walsh, 143 Vernon Terrace,
$700,000.

Virginia Comstock to Monika
Gupta, 1524 Pine Grove Avenue,
$433,500.

William A. and Mary Ann McSalis
to Kathleen Anne Duffe and Edward
Cox, 1925 Central Avenue, $325,000.

Howard F. and Sylvia F. Cohen to
Todd and Taryn Ferrera, 221 Con-
necticut Street, $1,299,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 13, 2017, in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Christopher Gaito, 620 Garfield Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
keep an existing basketball backboard
contrary to Section 13.02I8 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a bas-
ketball backboard to be at least five feet
from the side property line. Proposed is +
6 inches (1/2 foot).

Jason & Tara Monteforte, 726 Carleton
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct a deck contrary to Section
13.02C1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a deck to be located in the
rear yard. Proposed is the side yard.

Family RE Investments LLC., 611
Carleton Road. Applicant is seeking ap-
proval to construct a new home contrary to
Section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum front
yard setback of 40.53 feet. Proposed is
30.17 feet.

Andrew & Jennifer Fecowycz, 500
Highland Avenue. Applicants are seek-
ing approval to construct an outdoor kitchen
and fireplace contrary to Section 12.04F of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage of 20%.
Proposed is 21.24%.

Monika Gupta, 1524 Pine Grove Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a new dwelling using a portion of
the existing dwelling, a one and two-story
addition, a front porch, and a one-car ga-
rage contrary to Sections 11.09E6,
11.09E10, 12.04E, 12.03D, 11.09E13, and
11.09E8 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard of 10
feet. Proposed is 4.9 feet. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage of 20%.
Proposed is 23.5%. Ordinance allows a
maximum floor area ratio of 37%. Pro-
posed is 38.5%. Ordinance requires a front
yard setback (EFYD) of 35.5 feet. Pro-
posed is 32.1 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum continuous wall length of 25
feet. Proposed is 37.5 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum building height of 32
feet. Proposed is 32.82 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum story height of 2 1/2
stories. Proposed is 3 1/2 stories (base-
ment is considered a story).

Zachary & Ashley Ostrowski, 501
Topping Hill Road (510 Kimball Turn).
Applicants are seeking approval to con-
struct a one-addition contrary to Section
11.08E7, 12.04F1, and 12.04F3 of the

Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed are 13.5 feet & 33.5 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age of 20%. Proposed is 23.3%. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age with a porch of 24%. Proposed is 25%.

Jason Christiansen, 586 Rahway Av-
enue. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct a two-story addition contrary to
Section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum front
yard setback of 40 feet. Proposed is 36.5
feet.

Billy & Karen Perialis, 1539 Rahway
Avenue. Applicants are seeking approval
to construct a new dwelling using a portion
of the existing dwelling that is non-con-
forming, a two-story addition, and a new
two-car garage contrary to Section 11.07E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. Proposed is 5.2 feet.

Jay & Christyn McAndrew, 633 Pros-
pect Street. Applicants are seeking ap-
proval to remove an existing rear deck and
replace with a new covered porch contrary
to Section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
street side yard setback of 20 feet. Pro-
posed is 17.75 feet.

Michael & Roberta Fallig, 410 South
Euclid Avenue. Applicants are seeking
approval to construct a wrap-around porch
contrary to Section 11.07E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 35.7 feet. Pro-
posed is 31.33 feet.

Jason Yarusi-246 North LLC., 1015
Columbus Avenue. Applicant is seeking
approval to construct a two-addition con-
trary to Sections 11.09E6, 11.09E7,
11.09E8, 12.04E, 12.04F1, 12.04F2 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 6.86 feet. Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is 32 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum story height of 2 1/2 stories.
Proposed is a story height of 3 stories.
Ordinance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 37%. Proposed is 39.7%. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age of 20%. Proposed is 25.3%. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum building cover-
age with a porch of 24%. Proposed is
25.8%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 11/02/17, The Leader Fee: $114.75

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the date of their November 13, 2017 Meet-
ing.  The meeting has been rescheduled
as follows:

November 13, 2017 has been
changed to November 6, 2017.

Meeting start time is 7:30 p.m.;
Room 202

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/02/17, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

SEALED PROPOSALS will be received
by the Township of Cranford for the “Re-
placement of the Orange Avenue swim-
ming pool pump and filtration system”. The
facility is located 1025 Orange Avenue in
the Township of Cranford, Union County,
New Jersey. The work generally consists
of removal and replacement of the swim-
ming pool filtration system and its pumping
and piping system. This includes: partial
demolition, cutting, patching, restoration,
electric work, piping, excavation and in-
stallation of a swimming pool pump, filtra-
tion system and its appurtenances.

Bids will be received up until 11:00 AM
prevailing time on Tuesday, November 14,
2017 and then opened in public by the
Borough Clerk in the Council Chambers
located in the Municipal Building at 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, Union
County, New Jersey.

Bid Documents may be obtained in pa-
per format on or after November 2, 2017 at
the Township’s Clerk Office in the Borough
of Cranford. Documents shall be available
for inspection and purchase at eh office of
the Borough Clerk from 9:00am to 4:00pm
Monday through Friday.

All questions in regard to the bid shall be
submitted in writing to Victor E. Vinegra,
PE, at Harbor Consultants, Inc. 320 North
Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey 07016
or via fax 908-709-1738 or via email to
victorv@hcicg.net.

Bidders are required to comply with P.L.
2004, c. 57 (Chapter 57) which amends
N.J.S.A. 52:32-44.

Bidders are required to comply with
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27
Administering EEO in Public Contracts.

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the provisions of the New

Jersey Prevailing Wage Act, Chapter 150
of the Laws of 1963, effective 1, 1964, the
Contract Work Hours and Safety stan-
dards Act, the Copeland Act and the Davis-
Bacon Act, and all the latest amendments
to same.

Each bidder must deposit with his Bid, a
security in the amount of not less than 10%
of the Bid, but in no case to exceed $20,000.
In the form of a certified check or standard
bid bond and subject to the conditions pro-
vided in Section B. “Instructions to Bidders”.

The successful bidder will be required to
furnish a Performance Bond in the amount
of 100% of the contract and satisfactory in
form, execution and sufficiency of surety.

Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975, C.
127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27) Mandatory Affirma-
tive Action Requirements, Executive Or-
der 11246 regarding Equal Employment
Opportunity, and Chapter 33, Laws of 1977,
regarding Disclosure of Partners and
Stockholders. A non-collusion affidavit,
certificate of prequalification, affidavit as to
total amount of uncompleted contracts and
a Public Works Contractor Registration
Act with the State of New Jersey must
accompany each bid.

All Bids shall be irrevocable, not subject
to withdrawal and shall stand available for
a period of (60) sixty days.

THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD GOV-
ERNING BODY RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO REJECT ANY AL ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE
ANY INFORMALITIES IN ANY BID, OR
TO AWARD SEPARATE CONTRACTS
OR A LUMP SUM CONTRACT (AS AP-
PLICABLE).  IN SUCH A MANNER AS
SHALL BE IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE
GOVERNING BODY, DEEMED IN THE
BEST INTEREST OF THE BOROUGH,
ALL IN CONFORMITY WITH THE LAW.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Township Clerk

1 T - 11/2/17, The Leader Fee: $74.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

CRANFORD OFFICE FOR RENT

ATTORNEY, ACCOUNTANT,
PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITY

Single Office attached to
Busy / Established Law Firm
REFERRALS POSSIBLE!

NEAR GSP, WITH PARKING,
NEAR TOWN, IMM OCC

Call (908) 276-4777 for details

“Great work, Free estimates”
References Available.

If you need a  hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment

Call Agnes (908) 787-3003

POLISH CLEANING LADY

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Tired of cleaning your house or
apartment? I will do it for you.
Good Prices. Excellent
references. Free Estimates!

(862) 307-3481

OFFICE / MED SPACE FOR RENT

In the heart of Downtown
Westfield. Includes parking!
Join our existing group of
successful professionals.

Please call (917) 519-6140
or (212) 563-6140 Thank you!

HOUSE SALE

Fri, 11/3 & Sat, 11/4
8am - 1pm

220 Harrison Ave, Westfield
Attic to Basement, many pieces of
big old house are for sale.
Furniture, Antique typewriters, Old
book cases, vintage clothing and
much more. PLEASE NO EARLY
BIRDS. CASH ONLY.

PISCATAWAY ESTATE SALE

258 Grandview Avenue
Friday 11/3 - Saturday 11/4

10am to 3pm
Contents of older home! Furniture,
Artwork, China, Glass, Linens,
Books, Records, Piano, Sheet
Music, Christmas, Patio Sets, And
More! DovetailsUSA.com for pics.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

of 22 feet and Applicants have proposed
an eave height of 22.33 feet. Ordinance
allows for a maximum continous wall length
of of 25 feet and Applicants have proposed
wall lengths of 60 and 53 feet. Ordinance
allows for single family residential use.
Applicant propose to continue the existing
two-family use. Applicants also seek any
other variances as may be required in
order to allow a use variance.

The Town of Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment will conduct a public hearing on this
matter in November 13, 2017 at 7:30
p.m., in the Council Chambers at the Mu-
nicipal Building located at 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have the opportunity to present any objec-
tions you may have to the proposed devel-
opment. The Board of Adjustment reserves
the right to exclude repititious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in the Planning Office
located at 959 North Avenue, West,
Westfield, New Jersey.

John D. Gulyas, Esq.
Law Office of Maria A. Turco, LLC

21 Brant Avenue
Clark, New Jersey 07066

1 T - 11/02/17, The Leader Fee: $53.04

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Town of Westfield, and the statutes of the
State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development (No.: BOA 17-42) to be lo-
cated in an R-10 zone on the premises
known as block number 3504, lot number
7, with an addresss of 550 4th Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027 has been
submitted by David and Rose Conceicao,
Applicants, 101 Pacific Street, Newark,
New Jersey 07105.

The development is located within 200
feet of the property owned by you and
involves the following:

Applicants are seeking approval to con-
struct a 2.5 story addition to a pre-existing,
non-conforming, two-family home contrary
to Sections 11.07E6, 11.07E8, 11.07E12,
11.07E13, 19.02 and 19.03 of the Land
Use Law. Ordinance requires minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Applicants
propose a right side yard setback of 2.5
feet and a left side yard setback of 4.25
feet. Ordinance allows a maximum build-
ing height of 32 feet and Applicants have
proposed a building height of 33.3 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum eave height

PREMIUM OFFICE, MTNSIDE

608 Sherwood Pkwy. Extra-large
office. Fits 2-3 people. Shared
lobby, storage, kitchenette. Ample
parking. Next to post office, bank,
restaurants. $1200/month incl.
utilities. Available immediately.

Call (908) 233-7900

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Brunner School Garden
Awarded Green Grant

PUMPKIN RACE...Lincoln School kindergarteners from Linda Steele's class
participate in a pumpkin-themed relay race.

Students Get into the Fall
Spirit at Pumpkin Patch

WESTFIELD – On October 13, 285
pre-k and kindergarten students from
Lincoln Elementary School participated
in the Parent Teacher Organization's
annual pumpkin patch. That morning
Schieferstein's Farm delivered truck-
loads of supplies, including 450 sugar
pumpkins to the field in front of the
school.

As part of this fall experience, stu-
dents took a break from their daily
classroom routine to partake in festivi-
ties including pumpkin picking,
storytelling on hay bales and a pump-
kin-themed relay race. The featured
book, The Legend of Spookley the
Square Pumpkin, by Joe Traiano was
recited by a parent volunteer to each
class, emphasizing to students an im-

GREEN GRANTS...Raquel Santiago’s second grade class is pictured with Free-
holder Al Mirabella at the Brunner School Garden which received a Green Grant
from Union County.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Illuminating Young Minds

751 Central Ave., Westfield LightbridgeAcademy.com

• Infant, Toddler & Pre-K Programs

• Seedlings Early Childhood Education Curriculum 

• Sign Language, Music & Spanish Included

• Parentview® Internet Monitoring

• Parent eCommunication App

• Interactive Whiteboards 
  & iPad Technology

Lightbridge Academy offers nurturing care and a one-of-a-kind 
educational experience for the children we care for and the parents 
who cherish them.

908.228.5791

New Faces
For Westfield
Town Council

LEARN MORE AT

Linda abgoodH

Ward 1

Michael ardiaD

Ward 2

a David Contract

Ward 3

Dawn  Mackey

Ward 4

together
Westfield

.com

Join us!
For information on membership and donations, please visit 

cwclubwestfield.org

Celebrating a Century of Service  
to our Students and Community

Scholarships

Social/Networking

Interest Groups

Service

portant message about tolerance and
kindness and that being different is
"cool."

Parents were also able to show their
spirit by reading the book to their child's
class or leading the students in a game,
where students worked collaboratively
on teams during the pumpkin-themed
relay race. More than 50 parents came
out to show their support.

"The students are very excited about
the book we read, game we play and
picking their own pumpkins. Upon re-
turn to the classroom, we write about
our experiences and draw pictures to
accompany them," said the school's
kindergarten teacher Linda Steele.

All proceeds generated by this event
will benefit Lincoln School.

Scholarship Event Planned
By Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield is planning a special
event for Sunday, November 19, at 3
p.m., which will feature the musical
heritage of central Europe. The up-
coming November concert, Music
From the Heart of Europe, is a bien-
nial fundraising concert to support
the Musical Club of Westfield schol-
arship program and will be held at the
Baptist Church of Westfield, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.

Each year, college bound students
from Union County have the oppor-
tunity to apply and audition for schol-
arships to assist them as they pursue a
degree in music. In 2017, the club
granted over $14,000 in scholarships.
Each scholarship is renewable; pro-
viding up to four years of financial
support to young musicians.

This years’ Scholarship Concert
will feature club members and spe-
cial guests, performing instrumental
and vocal music of Chopin,
Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky and other
noted composers, along with a won-
derful selection of traditional music.
Tickets for the event are $10 and
include a post-concert reception to
meet the artists. 100 percent of ticket
sales will go to the scholarship fund.

Two of the dozen musicians per-
forming will be Andrew Pulver and
Tanya Pulver. A native of Summit,
15-year old Andrew Pulver has been
singing since the age of three.  A 10th

grader at Newark Academy in
Livingston, Andrew studies voice and
piano privately. As a boy soprano,
Andrew performed solo roles at the
Metropolitan Opera, Washington
National Opera, Glimmerglass Op-
era Festival, as well as numerous lo-
cal opera productions. Recently, An-
drew sang the role of Jackie the Jani-
tor in the premier of the opera “Robin
Hood” at Glimmerglass Festival in
Cooperstown, N.Y.  Andrew will be
performing “Keby Som Bol
Vtackom” by Mikulas Schneider-
Trnavsky a Slovak composer, con-
ductor and pedagogue and “Rodny
Moj Kraj” by Gejza Dusik a Slovak
composer of popular songs and oper-
ettas.  Accompanying her son, pianist
Tanya Pulver studied piano and viola
as a child, attending Julliard Pre-Col-
lege Division for one year and hold-
ing the positions of Principal Violist
of the New Jersey Youth Symphony
and Houston Youth Symphony dur-
ing high school.  Currently a manag-
ing member of Pulver Capital Man-
agement, Tanya rediscovered her pas-
sion for music through the musical
activities of her son, Andrew, and
often accompanies him in concert
performances.

For tickets to the event please con-
tact Kay Macrae at (973) 376-4307
or Drude Crane at (908) 233-0030.
This special program is made pos-
sible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholder.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
County Freeholder (and former
Brunner School parent) Al Mirabella
joined the Brunner School commu-
nity on October 4 to celebrate Na-
tional Walk to School Day. Mr.
Mirabella also recognized the
Brunner School Children’s Garden
on being awarded a Union County
Means Green Grant to help subsi-
dize some of the costs of installing
the new garden. The mission of the
Union County Means Green Grant,
as published on their website states,
“This countywide program is funded
by the Freeholder Board to help chil-
dren and adults connect with the
experience of growing fresh produce
in their communities, leading to im-
proved nutrition, as well as opportu-
nities for education, recreation, so-
cial activities, community service,
and neighborhood beautification.
Educating gardeners on best prac-

tices for a healthy and successful
garden is also an important part of
this program.”

The Brunner garden embodies this
mission in many ways ranging from
the incorporation of vegetables, such
as tomatoes and eggplant, to activi-
ties such as an art board and stools
for an outdoor classroom. Teachers
and students use the garden for a
variety of purposes in connection
with art, science, literature, social
studies, and mathematics but most
importantly they just love to be out-
side in the garden.

High School Musical
Planned at Mother Seton
CLARK – Mother Seton Regional

High School will hold its annual school
play, High School Musical, on Friday
and Saturday, November 17 and 18, at
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, November 19,
at 2 p.m.

Mother Seton is located at One Val-
ley Road, Clark. For more information,
or to buy tickets, call (732) 382-1952.
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Featuring local children as 
“Rahway Community Mice”

Saturday, November 18 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, November 19 at 1 p.m.

Union County Performing Arts Center
Rahway, NJ

Tickets: ucpac.org | 732.499.8226
- Sensory-Friendly performance

Premiere Stages to Present Free
Reading of Black Tom Island

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
2016 Gold Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com

www.07090homes.com

Scotch Plains. A bucolic neighborhood on the south side of Scotch Plains is the setting for this spacious Colonial-style
home on .63 of an acre with an abundance of interior and exterior living space. This home boasts generous room sizes, a
large open floor plan on the first floor, and five true bedrooms on the second floor.Renovated in 2013 and 2015, the home
enjoys an updated traditional style which is evident upon entering the foyer. The living room features hardwood floors,
large windows, recessed lighting and archways with black iron railings which look over the formal dining room. In the
kitchen there are tile floors, stainless steel appliances and oak cabinets topped with granite countertops which provide a
breakfast bar. There is a large breakfast area which could also be used as a play area or for additional casual seating. The
adjacent family room has a raised ceiling with skylights and French doors leading to the paver patio and large manicured
backyard. A private office, powder room and access to the rear-facing garage complete this level. Upstairs is the master
with its own full bath, and four additional bedrooms plus the hall bath. All the bedrooms have hardwood floors and
excellent closets, and both bathrooms have been remodeled. Conveniently located one mile to Ashbrook and Plainfield
Country Clubs, and less then 6 miles to Metropark as well as Fanwood and Westfield train stations. Offered for $699,000.

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

Improve your health, enrich 

your family’s life, and be  

a part of the community.   

You can join anywhere, but 

you belong at the Y. 

¶ Adult and senior social, recreational and 

health and wellness programs 

¶ Sports, aquatics, and family classes  

¶ Youth/teen enrichment and leadership 

programs and events 

¶ Basketball leagues for ages Kindergarten-14 

¶ Dance Academy and Tae Kwon Do 

¶ Programs for people with special needs  

¶ Full-day, half-day and before/after school 

child care education  

… and more! 

JUMP START 

YOUR GAME 

Register Now!  
Fall 2 session begins this week. 

FLY AWAY HOME...Tamaques Elementary School first grader Charlie Yu admires a Monarch butterfly with parent
volunteer Bianca Wright. First graders and their fifth grade buddies raised, tagged and released the butterflies with the hope
that they will return next year to feast on the special garden they created for their development. (See story on Page 9.)

Bollywood Dancing at Fanwood Library

NJFO Friends Present
Scotch, Cigars Fundraiser

UNION – Premiere Stages will
present three free readings of the
2017/2018 Liberty Live Commis-
sion, Black Tom Island by Jersey
City resident Martin Casella, Fri-
day, November 17 through 19th in
the Miron Student Center Little
Theatre at Kean University. Based
on an actual incident that took place
in Jersey City in 1916, Black Tom
Island explores the first documented
terrorist attack on American soil
through the lens of a fictionalized
Slovak immigrant and his wife who
may or may not be involved in the
attack. The reading will be helmed
by producing artistic director John
J. Wooten, and feature actors
Michael Stewart Allen, Damian
Buzzerio, Katrina Michaels, and
Niccolò Walsh.

The Liberty Live Commission,
Premiere’s first commissioning pro-
gram, has supported writers over
two-year development cycles con-
tinuously since 2011. The Liberty
Live Commission is a partnership
with the Liberty Hall Museum at
Kean University, and supports the
development of new plays about the
rich and complex history of New
Jersey. Over the course of two years,
New Jersey writers are given drama-
turgical and artistic support, along
with a $1,000 commission, to cre-
ate an original play that will be
staged at Liberty Hall’s historic
Carriage House. Past commissions
have included plays by Deborah
Brevoort, James Christy, and E. M.
Lewis, showcasing New Jersey his-
tory from the American Revolution
to the eve of World War II.

“While the attack on Black Tom
Island happened 100 years ago, the
play’s subject matter is surprisingly
topical,” stated Mr. Wooten. “And
what makes Marty’s study of an

immigrant couple’s acclimation to
America all the more fascinating is
that it is based on a true story, and is
effectively dramatized against the
backdrop of a lost New Jersey is-
land.”

Playwright Martin Casella is an
actor and writer perhaps best known
for his role as Dr. Marty Casey in
the 1982 classic, Poltergeist.

Black Tom Island runs Friday,
November 17 at 7 p.m., Saturday,
November 18 at 3 p.m., and Sun-
day, November 19 at 3 p.m. All

readings take place in the Miron
Student Center Little Theatre, lo-
cated on the Kean University cam-
pus at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
Admission is free, and reservations
are highly recommended. All un-
claimed seats at the time of curtain
will be released to the waitlist. To
reserve seats, please call the box
office at (908) 737-7469 or email
ticket@kean.edu. For more infor-
mation, please visit Premiere Stages
online at
www.premierestagesatkean.com.

FANWOOD – The public is in-
vited to dance at the Fanwood Li-
brary. On Sunday, November 5 at 2
p.m., learn the moves of Bollywood.
No prior dance training is required.

“Bollywood”—a combination of
Bombay (now called Mumbai) and

Hollywood—is a nickname given to
the Indian movie industry. Elaborate
musical numbers feature in many
Bollywood films and, over the years,
a dance style unique to Bollywood
has evolved.

The Bollywood dance style is an

expressive blend of classic, folk and
modern dance forms. Many movie-
goers have found.

For more information and regis-
tration for this or any of our pro-
grams visit www.fanwoodlibary.org
or call (908) 322-6400.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of NJ Festival Orchestra are hosting a
unique tasting event Scotch and Ci-
gars under the Stars on Thursday,
November 9 at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains. Guests
in attendance will enjoy top-shelf
scotch tasting, premium hand rolled
cigars, featured cuisine and much
more. All proceeds will benefit the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra.

“The scotch and cigar night is a
unique experience, and a fantastic
way to sample top-of the line scotches
and premium cigars,” said Samantha
Altieri, organizer of the event. “And
Shackamaxon Country Club is craft-
ing a wonderful gourmet menu to
accompany the tastings.”

On offer will be a flight of fine
single malt expressions from
McClelland and a line of quality hand
made cigars from renowned boutique
cigar maker My Father Cigars re-
flecting the art, tradition and style of
Cuba. An aficionado from My Father
Cigars will also be on hand to talk

about the features of the different
cigars.

The evening also features live mu-
sic, full gourmet buffet, and a silent
action of upscale goods and experi-
ences.

"We are very excited about this
unique fundraising event as we begin
our 35th anniversary season,” said
David Wroe, Music Director of the
New Jersey Festival Orchestra.
"Supplemental fundraising for NJFO
is critical because only about a third
of our revenue comes from the sale of
tickets. Income from this special
evening will support our education,
outreach and music therapy programs
which are all critical to the commu-
nity."

Limited tickets are available. Do-
nation is $150 and the event will be
held from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, November 9 at  Shackamaxon
Country Club, 100 Tillinghast Turn,
Scotch Plains. To purchase tickets go
to www.njfestivalrochestra.org or call
(908) 232-9400.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

AMBROSIO BOOTS 7 IN END ZONE, 24-YD & 45-YD FIELD GOAL; CADET 80-YD TD ON KICKOFF

Cougars Halt Comet Runners, Earn 34-21 Gridiron Triumph
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Special efforts yielded special
results for the Cranford High
School football team in its show-
down with the Hillside Comets
and their powerful running game
in Cranford on October 27. The
Cougar defensive line and line-
backers held Comet running back
Brian Ugwu in check and received
an outstanding kicking perfor-
mance from senior Valentino
Ambrosio in a 34-21 triumph.

As he had been doing all sea-
son, Ambrosio was showcasing

his booming kickoffs and was
even more impressive this time,
blasting all seven of his kickoffs
into the end zone, giving the
speedy Comet return men no
chances to become heroes. The
Comets had come into the game
with a 5-2 record.

“It just feels great to be out
there with my teammates. It was
a great win over a good football
team. It’s an awesome feeling
just going out there and kick. I
love kicking. I do my thing. I love
it,” Ambrosio expressed.

Ambrosio was quick to credit

his mentor, who has been sup-
porting him on his journey.

“Coach Pat Sempier has been
with me all my life through high
school. He’s like my grandfather.
I love him to death. I really don’t
know what I would do without
him. He’s always there for me.
He drives really far just to come
watch me kick. He does it all for
his own enjoyment and to help
people,” Ambrosio added.

The Cougars’ defense also sty-
mied the Comets’ running game,
especially that of Igwu, who was
limited to just 40 yards on 14
carries. The entire Comet team
was held to just 73 yards on the
ground and the names of defen-
sive linemen Tim Joyce, John
Markase and Rob Schork, and

linebackers James Shriner, Dylan
Budnik, Ahmad Rasheed and Matt
Doran, along with defensive back
Elijah Arroyo were being men-
tioned by the announcer all
evening.

“Our defense stays together all
the time. We cooperate with one
another. We are always shouting
out plays. We are good at commu-
nication and we hit our gaps hard.
At the end of the day when we see
the ball, we hit it hard. We wrap
up, we bring them to the ground
and hopefully we get turnovers,
which we did today,” explained
Markase, who made five tackles.

“I am always getting help from
the other guys in the line. Even if
they aren’t in the tackle zone,
they help me make the tackle.
We are always helping each other
out. We are going 100 percent all

the time,” said Joyce, who had
seven tackles and caused a
fumble.

The Cougar defense was also
big on creating turnovers. De-
fensive back Josh Cadet recov-
ered a fumble on a punt and
Arrayo also recovered a fumble.
Schork also blocked a punt and
tipped a pass.

“One thing we pride ourselves
in Cranford is hitting hard. We
see the guy with the football. We
square him up and hopefully draw
the ball loose. Schork was com-
ing hard off the end, blocked that
punt. Cadet! Amazing out of the
backfield returning it! We are a
strong team,” Markase said.

Comet quarterback Tajae Irby
did have more success in the air,
completing 16 of 22 passes for

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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217 yards, including three touch-
downs. The 5-3 Cougars, how-
ever, had success in their run-
ning game with 170 yards, in-
cluding a pair of three-yard touch-
down runs by Anthony Araujo.
Shriner carried eight times for 70
yards, which included a 44-yard
sprint that set up the second
touchdown. Quarterback Dan
Curren, who carried 20 times for
81 yards, completed four of eight
passes for 114 yards and three
receptions were to sophomore
Tom Korzeneski for 109 yards
and the other was a five-yard
touchdown strike to Jake
Bradford.

A quick three-and-out forced
the Comets to get off a poor punt
to their own 41 where the Cou-
gars took 12 plays to score when
Curren connected with Bradford

in the end zone with 5:31 left in the first quarter. Ambrosio kicked the first of his four points after.
Shriner’s 44-yard run to the
Comet 14 set up the next score
ending when Araujo plowed in
from the three with 54.3 on the
clock.

The Comets scored midway
through the second quarter when
Irby connected with Nahree
BiggIns for 17 yards, which made
the score 14-7.

Cranford’s longest drive of the
evening came in the third quar-
ter and it began with Curren
frantically scrambling near his
own end zone. Fortunately he
spotted Korzeneski, who grabbed
his pass and began his long jour-
ney down field resulting in a 77-
yard run before he was brought
down at the eight. Four plays
later, Ambrosio booted a 24-yard
field goal.

“I was just trying to get open.
When you see scramble, you al-
ways move around and just get
out of the way of other guys,”
Korzeneski said. “On the first
read, if I’m not open then look for
someone else. He started scram-
bling. He threw it and nobody
touched it.”

The Comets made it tense when
Shadon Willis turned a short re-
ception into a 76-yard touch-
down, narrowing the margin to
17-14 with 4:30 left in the third
quarter. But the Cougars re-
sponded well with a 10-play, 69-
yard scoring drive ending in
Araujo’s three-yard touchdown
on the first play of the fourth
quarter. On that drive Korzeneski
made a superb leaping grab good
for 25 yards and Shriner followed

Legal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union CountyLegal Newspaper for Union County, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranfor, Cranforddddd

* Hosting Cranford Cougars Halt Hillside Comets, 34-21, in Gridiron Triumph *

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, November 2, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

with an 18-yard run.
“I saw the ball and I said, ‘I got

to go get this,’ there was not
much to it,” Korzeneski said
modestly. “When you are going
up like that, you always got to
protect the ball. You pretty much
know that you are always going
to get hit.”

Schork’s blocked punt set up
the Cougars’ next score, which
was a booming 45-yard field goal
by Ambrosio.

“There’s no difference when you
are kicking a 45-yarder or kicking
a 24-yard field goal. It’s the same
thing, the same steps, the same
drive up through the ball. I kicked
a 55 yarder in practice but I never
had that attempt during the game.
You just got to keep your head in.
It’s the same thing just like an
extra point,” Ambrosio explained.

But the Comets did not disap-
pear yet and took advantage of
several Cougar penalties to score
when Biggins hauled in a three-
yard touchdown pass making the
score 27-21.

The Cougars sealed the deal
when Cadet took the ensuing
kickoff on the 20 and wiggled his
way though numerous tacklers
for an 80-yard touchdown.

“It always feels good getting a
win. At least we came out here
sticking to our game plan, know-
ing we were going 100 percent
and that’s how we came out here
today,” Joyce added

Ambrosio’s efforts and success
should not go unnoticed by some
colleges.

“I am talking to a few schools. I
just haven’t received any scholar-

ships yet but I hope I can get one
of those soon because I would
love to play in college. Division I is
my dream,” Ambrosio expressed.

The Cougars will complete their

regular season by hosting Dela-
ware Valley tomorrow night, No-
vember 3, at 7 p.m.

“We are always strong at home,
especially on Senior Night when
we get good morale from the
fans. We are going to be pumped
as a team and I think we are going
to get a ‘W’. “ Markase said.

“Coaches always say that you
don’t always get that many mo-
ments to capitalize, so when you
get those big moments, you got
to capitalize on them. We had
those big moments and hope-
fully there’s more to come,”
Korzeneski said.

“We are going to come out to
practice, get ready for the next
game and focus on what’s ahead,”
Joyce said.

“Yep! Senior Night! I am look-
ing forward to it. Every Friday
night I am looking forward to,”
Ambrosio said.
Hillside   0   7   7   7 21
Cranford 14   0   3 17 34
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Development
and density kicked off the ques-
tions Thursday at the Cranford
candidates’ debate for township
committee, where two seats are
open. Republicans Richard
Buontempo and incumbent Andis
Kalnins faced off against Demo-
crats incumbent Patrick Giblin
and Jean-Albert Maisonneuve.
Dawn Clarke of The League of
Women Voters moderated the
event, which was hosted by the
League of Women Voters and
The Cranford Jaycees and held at
the Cranford Municipal Building.

Mr. Kalnins said tax abatements
would be suited for vacant areas
in the downtown, citing the va-
cant MDTV building the township
bought as a “perfect” example.
“Over this last year, when we
should have been selling it, the
government did nothing,” he said.

Mr. Giblin said tax abatements
are best suited for commercial
properties, not for high-density
residential.

In addressing high-density
housing, both Mr. Giblin and Mr.
Kalnins said the problem needs
to be tackled in Trenton. Mr.
Kalnins suggested New Jersey
municipalities band together to
file a class action suit against the
State of New Jersey.

“The Legislature...has talked
about it and done nothing,” Mr.
Kalnins said.

The candidates were asked their
opinion on the township’s pur-
chase of property on Birchwood
Avenue. After losing a builder’s
remedy lawsuit, the township
bought the land from that same
developer in an attempt to lessen
the number of apartments built
there. Mr. Kalnins said, “Reduc-
ing density at Birchwood was the
absolute right thing to do.” Mr.

Giblin, who voted against the
sale, said the township should
not have spent taxpayer dollars
to buy that property, and then
sell it with a tax break to a devel-
oper.

The downtown’s future devel-
opment was seen differently by
candidates. Mr. Buontempo said
if “we overbuild the downtown,
we have more vacancies down-
town.” New buildings downtown
would “dilute” business from the
smaller stores downtown, he said.

Democratic candidate Mr.
Maisonneuve, a marketing and
strategic planning professional,
said, “We can’t stay this
Mayberry-type of community
without progression.”

“We need to change and grow,”
said Mr. Kalnins. He said the
restaurants have been a suc-
cessful model to “drive foot traf-
fic to some of the niche stores.”
Mr. Giblin said by keeping the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A FAMILY OF PATRIOTS...The Cranford Halloween costume judging contest
was held Sunday at the Cranford Community Center. The event was organized
by the Cranford Recreation and Parks Department.

DEM Council Candidates
Share Vision at Forum

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Democratic can-
didates incumbent Sara Todisco
and running-mate Russell Gra-
ham participated in a candidates’
night held last Thursday at The
Pointe At Garwood. Republican
candidates Michael Collings and
Richard McCormack opted to not
participate.

“The Republicans charged they
were invited only as an after-
thought. In fact, all four candi-
dates were invited in a single e-
mail message that I sent on April
29,” said moderator Bill Connolly.

“I don’t have any proof I was
invited from them. That is what I
made public on my Facebook
page. Regardless, I had no inter-
est in taking part in the debate
anyway. The debate is not a quali-
fication for council,” said Mr.
Collings in a phone conversation
with The Westfield Leader.

“The debates provide a real
service to the Garwood commu-
nity,” said Ms. Todisco, who
serves as council president.

Mr. Connolly provided each can-
didate with a three-minute open-
ing statement period, a three-
minute closing statement period,
and a two-minute response pe-
riod for each question.

Mr. Connolly asked questions
submitted by residents and ques-
tions devised by the hosting com-
mittee. Council President Todisco
and Mr. Graham responded to 10
questions. Topics ranged from
“controlling costs and taxes” and
Department of Public Works
(DPW) expenditures, to attitudes
towards future redevelopment
and ethics.

Responding to a question re-
garding what specific steps would

the elected official take to con-
trol taxes and costs, Ms. Todisco
stated jokingly as finance com-
mittee chairwoman that she
“sleeps with the budget under
her pillow.” In the last six years,
Ms. Todisco stated, she has
helped cut $500,000 in unneeded
expenses from the budget.

Both Mr. Graham and Ms.
Todisco are proposing the cre-
ation of a Citizens Advisory Coun-
cil. The council would be resident
comprised with members ap-
pointed by the mayor. The advi-
sory council’s purpose would be
to gain resident input on capital
projects involving roads, parks,
equipment and more, stated Ms.
Todisco.

“It’s a balance. All about value
and balance. To pave one block
costs about $100,000 and a DPW
truck costs roughly $200,000.
Garwood’s debt level is one-sev-
enth what the state permits,”
said Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco responded to a
question concerning prioritizing
DPW expenses by moving funds
from repaving projects to allow
for a timely replacement of old
equipment. The question was, is
the finance strategy the best and
will it raise taxes?

Mr. Graham stated the bor-
ough street sweeper is “ineffec-

downtown vibrant, taxes received
from businesses help offset taxes
to homeowners.

Candidates were asked how
they would move the flood con-
trol process along. Mr.
Buontempo said the township
should send a liaison to the state
to garner support for Cranford’s
needs. Mr. Kalnins said the town-
ship should reapply for a loan for
Phase 5, since it recently was
denied the loan for the project.
He also supported continuing to
fund the lobbyists to advance the
Rahway River flood control
project designed by the Army
Corps. Mr. Giblin said, “very little
has been done in Cranford since
(Hurricane) Irene.” He said
money has been set aside for
desilting and new gates at a dam.
Congressional funding is neces-
sary for larger flood control
projects, he said.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Four Cranford Twp. Committee
Candidates Debate Local Issues
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Another topic discussed was
how to control property taxes.
Mr. Buontempo said, “We need
to send a message to (Union
County),” noting the county’s in-
flated budget year after year. He
also said homeowners should not
get a reassessment and a tax
hike when they are improving
their home. Mr. Maisonneuve
suggested more “efficient use”
of taxes, such as to be earmarked
for infrastructure improvements.

With opioid addiction and deaths
associated with use of opioids
being called an epidemic, the can-
didates were asked what they can
do to combat the crisis. Mr. Giblin

said the Cranford Municipal Alli-
ance, which is a volunteer organi-
zation providing education to pre-
vent abuse of alcohol, should take
the lead in educating the commu-
nity about opioid use, and if it
does not, “We need to make some
changes there.” He also said he
was instrumental in the drop box
for prescription drugs located in
the town hall.

In closing, Mr. Buontempo said
he would re-hire the local com-
pany that managed the township
website, reinstate bulk waste
pickup, and was against high-
density building.

Mr. Giblin said the township is

“serious business” with a $38-
million budget and a $50-million
deficit. He said he would address
the challenges facing the town-
ship — opioid epidemic, the
downtown, overdevelopment,
taxes, flooding, congestion and
infrastructure.

Mr. Maisonneuve said the town-
ship needs a strategic plan to
begin to get rid of the deficit and
move forward on infrastructure
improvements.

Mr. Kalnins said he would like
to restart the plan implemented
four years ago when he was
mayor, which he said has been
stalled since Democrats took the
majority. If elected, he said he
would continue to work on cost
control and financial stability,
expand public-private partner-
ship, push for federal and state
funding for flood control, and
work towards downtown im-
provements and the business
park on Commerce Drive.

The day after the candidates
forum was held it was reported
by nj.com that Mr. Kalnins had
been charged with driving while
intoxicated after State Police
pulled him over on Route 78 on
October 10.

According to the report, Mr.
Kalnins was stopped while driv-
ing eastbound on October 10 at
6:25 p.m. after officers saw him
speeding and driving erratically
through Warren Township. In
addition to the DWI charge, he
was also charged with reckless
driving, speeding and failure to
stay in his lane.

“My only statement is that I do
take this very seriously and I will
be addressing it in the court,” Mr.
Kalnins told nj.com.

Scott Mitzner, his attorney, said
he expected the committeeman
“to be cleared” in court, calling
the DWI charge “a big misunder-
standing.”

Election day is this Tuesday,
November 7. Polls are open from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

tive.”
“I live on a cul-de-sac. It’s in

horrible shape,” said Mr. Gra-
ham.

Mr. Graham stated that the
council needs to make decisions
discerning what will be best five
and 10 years from now. Mr.
Graham’s statements described
him wanting excellent roads from
a personal perspective, but real-
izing equipment cannot be ne-
glected when analyzing what is
best for the borough’s long-term
development, financial health,
and what benefits the most resi-
dents.

“Let’s shepherd change cor-
rectly,” said Ms. Todisco, describ-
ing holding Russo, the developer
of the Casale properties on South
Avenue, and other developers
accountable for residents’ best
interests.

Ms. Todisco said additional tax
dollars come from redevelop-
ment, and that he borough is
more pleasant to walk through
as it is more welcoming and feels
safer since former industrial sites
have turned into storefronts or
new housing developments.

“We’ve got to press ahead.
Manufacturing is not coming
back,” said Mr. Graham.

Mr. Graham described how the
site ShopRite sits on was previ-
ously a condemned industrial site.
He described how many borough
shopping areas and housing were
once dilapidated “eyesores.”

Mr. Graham stated that the lo-
cation the debate was being held
at (The Pointe) was once an old
industrial site.

Councilwoman Todisco re-
sponded to a question referring
to “political literature” sent by
the “Garwood Republicans” sug-
gesting her serious conflict of
interest by casting an unethical
vote on the choice of DPW fore-
man.

“I did not cast an unethical
vote. I’m not unethical. Local
politics is turning into national

politics. Garwood deserves bet-
ter, not shameful and disgusting
politics,” said Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco stated that resi-
dents had voiced concerns, ask-
ing her to not become discour-
aged with politics or let the accu-
sations hamper her commitment
to the borough.

“Sara and I have spent count-
less hours since Labor Day week-
end walking every street, ringing
every bell or knocking on every
door, to give each and every
resident a chance to share their
concerns,” said Mr. Graham, de-
scribing his commitment to the
position and borough residents.

Mr. Graham has served four
years on the Garwood Board of
Education. He is a U.S. Navy
Vietnam War veteran and retired
small business owner. Mr. Gra-
ham has lived in Garwood for
over 26 years. He received a
computer science degree from
Raritan Valley Community Col-
lege.

“Russ and I are dedicated to
transparency in outlining our vi-
sion and plan. We all want value,
safety and quality of life,” said
Ms. Todisco in her opening state-
ment.

Ms. Todisco said she has been
referred to as a 24/7 council-
woman, saying she will continue
to bring the same energy, help-
ing people and making Garwood
even better.

Ms. Todisco has served on the
borough council since 2011. A
fourth-generation Garwood resi-
dent, Ms. Todisco has served as
president of the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood and vice-presi-
dent of the Garwood Lions Club.

Councilwoman Todisco gradu-
ated from Northeastern Univer-
sity with a degree in history and
minored in education and busi-
ness.

DEM Candidates Share VisionFour Cranford Committee Cand. Debate Issues

Board Discusses Timeline
For Redevelopment Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — At Wednesday’s
planning board meeting, after
both originally scheduled appli-
cants had their hearings post-
poned, planning board members
discussed a timeline for finaliz-
ing the Russo Development I or
Phase I site plan. Board mem-
bers received the Russo II (South
Avenue) site-plan ordinance in-
troduced at Tuesday’s council
meeting for planning board re-
view.

Russo Development is the de-
veloper of Casale Properties on
South Avenue. Russo site I will
have 298 units, of which 30 are
designated as affordable hous-
ing. Russo II will have 52 units,
of which eight will be affordable.

Planning Board Engineer Victor
E. Vinegra stated that the Russo
I site plan has not been com-
pleted, with site-plan comple-
tion projected for about two
weeks.

“My firm (Harbor Consultants)
is working with their (Russo) en-
gineer (performing or assisting)

with calculations. We’re working
on parking issues; storm-sewer
water management analysis for
the underpass has not been sent
to my office yet,” said Mr. Vinegra.

Mr. Vinegra said Russo I walk-
ing paths and landscape archi-
tecture layouts were being final-
ized, having not been submitted
to his office. Mr. Vinegra said he
was working with traffic experts
finalizing detailed specifics be-
fore a final site plan is presented
and approved.

“This is months. They can’t sat-
isfy a checklist,” said board mem-
ber William Nierstedt.

Planning board member
Kathleen Villaggio said she
wanted transparency with a
timeline for the residents’ be-
half.

“People will show up on No-
vember 8 and we’re going to say,
‘sorry, we’re not having it,’” said
Ms. Villaggio.

Ms. Villaggio said the planning
board should be clear to the pub-
lic on the date when the new
hearing on the finalized Russo I

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Four Seek Three
 Seats on Cranford BOE

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Novice candidate
Rita Della Valle is seeking a posi-
tion on the Cranford Board of
Education because education is
her “passion.”

Current members Kurt Petschow
Jr., Lisa A. Carbone, Kristen Mallon
and Daniel DeMarco are running
for re-election.

Mr. DeMarco is running unop-
posed for a one-year unexpired
term, leaving Ms. Della Valle, Mr.
Petschow, Ms. Carbone and Ms.
Mallon competing for three seats
that offer three year terms.

Ms. Della Valle told The Westfield
Leader and The Times her goals if
she is elected to the board include
taking a look at how the district is
collaborating with other districts
and how the district is creating a
“collaborative environment” in
Cranford schools, teacher to
teacher, student to student,
teacher to student and look at
how the district is collaborating
on multiple levels.

Additionally, Ms. Della Valle
commented that she would like
to take a look at special educa-
tion and “how we are placing
students in a least restrictive
environment.”

PARCC readiness is also an area
of concern for Ms. Della Valle,
who commented that she would
like to look at PARCC scores from
previous years and figure out
“how we can use that to inform
instruction.”

Ms. Della Valle told The Leader
and The Times, “Change in shift
is important to help us continue
to progress,” and stressed the
idea of different voices being
heard on the board and different

perspectives being considered.
As a teacher who has been a

school setting for the last five
years, Ms. Della Valle describes
herself as “being taught by some
of the best teachers out there.”

Pursuing a Doctorate in Educa-
tion, Ms. Della Valle said that
“this is part of my education and
what I study, this is what I do for
a living this is my passion.”

“I think it’s important that we
have passionate people making
challenging decisions about our
children,” Ms. Della Valle further
commented.

Ms. Della Valle has experience
as a special education and general
education teacher. She currently
works as an instructional coach in
Newark Public Schools, is a direc-
tor of growth development and
partnership for Ignite Greater
Newark and has experience work-
ing for Teach for America.

Other candidates running in the
election include current Board
President Kurt Petschow Jr., who
has been on the board for the last
four years. Mr. Petschow has
three children who attend schools
in the district, has been a resi-
dent of Cranford for the last 29
years and is an owner of a family
business that has been a part of
Cranford for almost 50 years.

Some of the things accomplished
by the board with Mr. Petschow at
the helm include upgrades to the
district-wide technology infra-
structure and new bathrooms, a
snack stand and a multi-purpose
turf field at the Memorial Com-
plex completed in partnership with
community members.

Mr. Petschow relayed to The
Leader, “Looking to the future, I

site plan will be.
“This is the biggest application

this board has ever seen by five
times, seen by 10 times; to re-
view something of this magni-
tude takes time,” Mr. Vinegra
said.

Board Chairman Stephen Greet
said the borough council has
placed the review portion for
South Avenue Redevelopment
(Russo II) in “our court,” noting
the introduction of an ordinance
for the project.

“I would like you to review (the
proposed site plan) for November
8 with probability for a vote that
night,” said Mr. Greet. The next
scheduled planning board meet-
ing is Wednesday, November 8.

“The Russo II site plan has
arrived here (at the planning
board). I thought it was best
served here at the planning
board. You guys are the planning
experts,” planning board mem-
ber and council liaison Joseph
Sarno said.

Mr. Sarno told planning board
members he is compelled to hear
their commentary and sugges-
tions on the South Avenue rede-
velopment based on a thorough
South Avenue site-plan review.

“I expect the planning board to
be prudently critical in reviewing
the site plan. I know they will

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

look out for the borough’s best
interests using experience and
foresight to project possible
downsides associated with the
proposed development’s aesthet-
ics or logistics,” Mr. Sarno told
The Westfield Leader in describ-
ing why he emphasized planning
board review before ordinance
introduction to council the previ-
ous night.

In other business, applicants
David and Rose Conceicao, seek-
ing an expansion of non-confor-
mity for a two-family dwelling in
a single-family residential zone,
were granted a postponed hear-
ing on November 8.

Applicant DJB Holdings, LLC, 3
Lincoln Avenue, seeking site-plan
approval for parking lot improve-
ments, was granted a postponed
hearing in January 2018.

Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign Continues
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Mayor’s Wellness Campaign con-
tinues its program by hosting an
Adult Wellness Program on Thurs-
day, November 9, at the Garwood
ShopRite. Victoria, the in-store
dietitian, will be leading the pro-
gram. Topics will include quick
and easy meal prep tips, healthy
snacking, lower sugar options,
and eating on a budget. The pro-
gram is free of charge but regis-
tration is required. This program
is limited to 20 participants who
sign up at the store’s customer
service desk or by calling the
store directly.

The second Mayor’s 3K Walk
will take place on Saturday, No-
vember 18, beginning at noon.
All residents are invited to par-
ticipate, regardless of age or abil-
ity. Children are required to have
a parent or guardian accompany
them. It is a walk, not a compe-
tition, beginning at Garwood
Borough Hall, up Center Street
into Unami Park, and back again
to Borough Hall. Participants can
register for the 3K walk at Bor-
ough Hall or by emailing Mayor
Charles Lombardo at
clombardo@garwood.org.

Library Friends to Host
‘Hollywood Romance’

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the community to join profes-
sional photographer and pub-
lisher Walter Choroszewski for
his presentation of “Classic Hol-
lywood Romance: On Screen and
Off.”

The lecture/PowerPoint presen-
tation will take place on Wednes-
day, November 8, at 7:30 p.m.,
at the Cranford Community Cen-
ter. The center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. Choroszewski will explore
the roots of American cinema,
from the silent screen era through
the Golden Age, and will review
some of the best romantic mov-
ies ever made. The program will

include stories of on-screen ce-
lebrity couples and their off-
screen love lives, as well as ac-
counts of Hollywood’s longest and
shortest marriages and most
unusual romances.

Mr. Choroszewski has published
19 books of photography. He
was the primary photographer of
the “New Jersey & You: Perfect
Together” campaign in the 1980s
and ’90s and was the recipient of
the first New Jersey Photo Jour-
nalism Award in 1989. In addi-
tion to state tourism materials,
his photographs of New Jersey
have been widely published in
calendars, magazines and text-
books. The program is free and
all are welcome.
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am confident that given the con-
tinued opportunity, myself and
my fellow board members will be
able to build on the great foun-
dation that has made the
Cranford Public School District
what it is today.”

Candidate and Board Vice-
President Lisa Carbone has been
a board member for the past
three years and has served as
vice-president of the board for
the past two years.

Ms. Carbone, who has lived in
Cranford for the past eleven years,
is a mom to two children attend-
ing schools in the district and has
over 20 years of corporate and
small business experience.

Ms. Carbone said if she is re-
elected she looks forward to
working closely with the board
and the community to develop
the new Strategic Plan. “I believe
the plan should include the imple-
mentation of non-tuition full-day
kindergarten across the district,”
she said.

“We should also continue to
integrate technology within our
curriculum and move closer to a
1:1 ratio across the district with
the continued goal of personal-
ized learning and increased stu-
dent achievement,” Ms. Carbone
said.

Candidate and incumbent board
member Kristen Mallon, a board
member since February 2016,
has been a Cranford resident for
23 years. She is a stay-at-home
parent and community volunteer,

has been involved with numer-
ous PTA and school-related ac-
tivities as her three children have
moved through the schools in
the district.

Ms. Mallon said if she is re-
elected she will work coopera-
tively with the board to create a
new strategic plan “that will con-
tinue to move our school district
in a positive direction for the
next five years.”

Ms. Mallon further commented,
“I believe the district should con-
tinue to focus on personalized
learning, technology, security
and the continued maintenance
of our facilities.”

Polls on Tuesday, November 7,
are open from 6 a.m. from 8 p.m.

Cand. Statement of
Michael Collings

Collings and McCormack want
to be elected to Council without
all this bickering and to work
together. This is what Garwood
longs for, no more fighting on
Council and treat your neighbors
with respect. For many years
now there has been some notice-
able mistakes in Garwood. The
Athletic Field, why isn’t that fixed
yet for the children and the people
who rent the turf field? From the
first day it was opened to the
public, many had their doubts. It
was upsetting to see people’s
faces after waiting some two
years to open. This is it?! Now it’s
closed and the public really
doesn’t know why.

There was so much opposition
to this complex. Now the opposers
are like I told you so. The right
redevelopment needs to be placed
in Garwood. The schools, roads,
traffic, infrastructure, police, fire,
and taxes need to be projected
and in the forefront not after a
redevelopment projects are done.
Certain members of the current
borough council seem to want to
push everything through and with
no regard of how the residents
feel. Don’t know if that is learned
behavior on council, I hope not.
This current council keeps pro-
posing new ways to spend money.
That needs to end. We need to
start coming up with ways to save
money. We need to look at every-
thing now or we will be in the
same place we find ourselves with
the Rec. Center. We need to do a
better job listening. I would like
to thank everyone for taking the
time to talk to Rich and I. I look
forward to serving you on Coun-
cil. Vote for Michael Collings and
Richard McCormack November
7th so we can Put Garwood Citi-
zens First. The Voice is yours with
Collings and McCormack, every-
one has a voice.

 Statement of Kurt Petschow, Jr.
My name is Kurt Petschow, Jr.

and I am seeking re-election to
the Cranford Board of Education.
Since becoming a Board member
approximately four years ago, I
have gained a deep understand-
ing of what it takes to oversee the
education of all our children – now
and in the future. As a parent of
three children who are presently
students within the District, along
with a nephew and two nieces
who will soon be entering the
school district, I see firsthand the
success that can be achieved when
all parties involved in planning
and decision making work together
to achieve positive outcomes for
our students. As the current presi-
dent of the Board, I would like all
the residents of Cranford to know
that it has been my privilege to
serve the District and community.
It has also been my pleasure and
distinct honor to work with the
current board members who make

up what I believe to be the best
board I have ever been a part of.

Over the past four years, in
collaboration with my fellow board
members, I am proud to have
accomplished numerous goals and
objectives that I am confident
have benefited not only our stu-
dents, but also our great teach-
ers, district administrators and
the residents of Cranford. This
includes, upgrades to our tech-
nology infrastructure throughout
the district and working with com-
munity partners to build bath-
rooms, a snack stand and a multi-
purpose turf field at the memorial
complex. The most important ac-
complishment I am proud of is
hiring an exceptional new super-
intendent to lead our district into
the 21st century.

Looking to the future, I am con-
fident that given the continued
opportunity, myself and my fel-
low board members will be able to
build on the great foundation that
has made the Cranford Public
School District what it is today. As
we all know, large projects such
as Birchwood and 750 Walnut are
concerning to all taxpayers and I
feel that I am uniquely positioned
to help lead the board to address
these projects in doing what is in
the best interest of our children
and residents of Cranford.

As a 29 year resident of Cranford,
it has been my ongoing desire to
give back to our great commu-
nity. In addition to the being a
part of the board of Education, my
contributions to the Cranford com-
munity include:

Family business owner in
Cranford since 1968, former presi-
dent of the Cranford Chamber of
Commerce, former Downtown
Management Corporation board
member, active board member
with the Cranford Baseball and
Softball League, current baseball
coach.

I would like to thank everyone in
advance for their ongoing support
and would encourage everyone to
vote “column 3” on November 7,
2017.

Statement of Rich McCormack
Garwood my hometown of 32

years, the town I chose to raise my
three daughters, the town where I
now get to see three of my grand-
sons grow up in. No doubt change
is inevitable and I’ve seen plenty
of it in the Borough of Garwood.
Some change has been good some
change I’m worried about, as many
of my neighbors are also. I’m
running for Garwood council for
my neighbors and for the future of
Garwood. We worry about over-
crowding, cars racing down our
streets, the traffic congestion get-
ting our kids to school, the finan-
cial burden that will be placed on
our schools, police, and fire. There
are many concerns I have and my
neighbors have we are not happy
with the direction Garwood has
been going.

Earlier this year I took a look at
the Rec. Center at the athletic
field and knew immediately the
costs that would be associated
with the repairs needed. I found
it perplexing that our council
would keep the truth behind

closed doors and allow the issues
to just get worse. As a contractor
helping to run a family-owned
business for almost three de-
cades, I understand the financial
impacts to these decisions. As a
homeowner, I also understand
the these decisions are the rea-
son we are constantly seeing our
property taxes go through the
roof. I have to honor of running
with Michael Collings, the father
of Garwood’s “Family of the Year.”
He and I have the experience to
lead and listen to all of the resi-
dents. The one promise we will
make is that we will always be
honest and forthright. We will
listen and not just tell you what
you want to hear. We are neigh-
bors, friends, residents just like
you looking to put Garwood first.

My wish is that Garwood re-
mains a Small Town with a Big
Heart, instead of a Small City
with No Heart. On Tuesday, No-
vember 7, I humbly ask for you
to support both myself and
Michael Collings.

Garwood CouncilFour Seek Three Seats on CF BOE

Garwood Council
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Sara Todisco (D)
Sara Todisco, a fourth-genera-

tion Garwood resident, has
served on the borough council
since 2011. She is currently coun-
cil president and finance com-
mittee chairwoman.

She is a social studies teacher
at Chatham Middle School.She
was previously a social   studies
teacher   in   the Guttenberg
Public School  system.

Ms. Todisco is a graduate of
Northeastern University with a
major in history and minors in
education and business. She is
president of the Education Foun-
dation of Garwood and vice-presi-
dent of the Garwood Lions Club.

Russ Graham (D)
Russ Graham, a 26-year resi-

dent of Garwood, has been mar-
ried to his wife Julie for 33 years
and served for four years on the
Garwood Board of Education.

Now retired, he was co-owner of
the G&C HVAC Equipment Sales.
Mr. Graham is a graduate of Raritan
Valley Community College with a
degree in computer science.

He served on the Board of Gov-
ernors and is the former presi-
dent of the New Jersey Chapter
of the American Society of Re-
frigerating, Heating and Air-Con-
ditioning Engineers (ASHRAE).

He is a veteran of the Vietnam
War, serving in the United States
Navy.

Michael E. Collings (R)
Michael E. Collings has lived in

Garwood for 14 years. He is mar-
ried to Stacey Sikora, and has
three children. He has worked
for PSE&G for 17 years in cus-
tomer service, in which 10 of
those years he was a Utility Work-
ers Union of America (UWUA)
Local 601 Shop Steward. Mr.
Collings is also the Grand Knight
of the Monsignor Walsh Council
5437 Garwood Knights of Co-
lumbus.

Richard McCormack (R)
As a resident of Garwood for

the past 32 years, Rich
McCormack recently received the
honor of being named the Volun-
teer of the Year by the Columbian
Club of the Garwood Knights of
Columbus. He is also an appointed
Trustee of the Garwood Knights
of Columbus and an avid volun-
teer at the Parish of St. Anne’s.
He sat on the finance board for
St. Anne's.

He has  been a contractor for
over 35 years..

Mr. McCormack is the father of
three young ladies he and wife of
37 years, Kasie, raised here in
Garwood. Three of his five grand-
children also call Garwood home.

Garwood Borough Council Candidates (3-yr. Terms);
Sara Todisco (D), Russ Graham (D), Michael Collings (R), Rich McCormack (R)

Richard McCormack (R)
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Election Factoids
Vote Nov. 7, 2017 Election Day

As of December 31, 2016 there
were 5,836,592 registered vot-
ers in New Jersey including
2,520,657 unaffiliated;
2,081,625 Democrats and
1,215,93 Republicans. There
were a total of 331,071 regis-
tered voters in Union County in-
cluding 147,428 Democrats;
134,109 unaffiliated and 48,484
Republicans. The largest contin-
gent of voters has zero elected
officials.

NJ Senate is 40 Senators, who
are elected in a “2-4-4” cycle,
representing districts with aver-
age populations of 210,359 (2000
figures). There are 24 Dems; 16
GOP; zero Unaffiliated.

NJ Assembly is 80 members.
Two members are elected from
each of New Jersey’s 40 legisla-
tive districts for a term of two
years, each representing districts
with average populations of
210,359. There are 52 Dems; 28
GOP; zero Unaffiliated.

Local Elected Officials Terms
Up for State Senate and Assem-
bly (all are up statewide)

District 21 pits incumbent Tho-
mas Kean, Jr. (R), Westfield ver-
sus Jill Lazare (D), Summit; As-
sembly pits incumbents (R) Jon
Bramnick, Westfield and Nancy
Munoz, Summit versus Bruce
Bergen (D), Springfield; Lacey
Rzeszowski (D), Summit

State Senate District 22, Elec-
tion in Nov to pit incumbent (D)
Nicholas Scutari versus (R) Jo-
seph Bonilla (R), Clark State As-
sembly District 22, (D) Green,
Plainfield; Kennedy, Rahway;
Election in Nov to pit Gerald Green
(D); James Kennedy (D) versus
Richard Fortunato (R), Scotch
Plains; John Quattrocchi, Clark

Union County Freeholders (3 of
9 seats) Freeholder Candidates
(Vote for 3, each 3 yrs., nine
member board) DEM Angel
Estrada, Eliz.; Christopher
Hudak, Linden; Angela
Garretson, Hillside GOP Patricia

Quattrocchi, Clark; P. Mark Mar-
tini, Westfield, Peter Lijoi, Sum-
mit

For County Sheriff DEM Peter
Corvelli, Kenilworth, and GOP
Marc Krauss, Springfield

Westfield Municipal Offices: In-
cumbent Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
(R) seeks re-election challenged
by newcomer, mayoral candi-
date Shelley Brindle (D) WF in-
cumbent Ward 1 Council Sam
Della Fera (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candi-
date Linda Habgood (D) WF Ward
2 Council newcomer James
Corcoran (R) is challenged by
newcomer Michael Dardia (D) WF
incumbent Ward 3 Council David
Oliveira (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candi-
date David Contract (D) WF in-
cumbent Ward 4 Council Keith
Loughlin (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candi-
date Dawn Mackey (D)

Mountainside Borough Council
(2 of 6 seats up) Deanna Andre
(R) and Keith Turner (R) versus
Carlos Gomez (D) and Lauren
Cook (D)

Cranford Committee (2 of 5
seats up) CF (D) Patrick Giblin
and Jean-Albert Maisonneuve CF
(R) Andis Kalnins and Richard
Buontempo

Fanwood Council (2 of 6 seats
up) (D) Russell Huegel and An-
thony Carter versus (R) Brian
Walter

Garwood Borough Council (2 of
6 seats up) (D) Sara Todisco and
Russ Graham verus (R) Richard
McCormack and Michael Collings

Boards of Education, multiple
seats are up: Ed. consumes 60-
65 percent of property taxes plus
33 percent of state taxes; fur-
ther, pensions are $50 billion
unfunded. State budget 2017 is
about $35 billion. Candidates on
School Boards seats are up ev-
erywhere (Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood).


