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Freeholders Vote Against
Mountain Biking Trails

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday voted
in a close tally to remove 13-and-a-half
miles of trails for mountain bikes as part
of the trails master plan for the Watchung
Reservation. The vote followed some
50 speakers, evenly divided in opin-
ions, over the course of nearly two
hours of public comments.

The board’s opposition was led by
Chairman Bruce Bergen, who spon-
sored the resolution, and included Free-
holders Bette Jane Kowalski, Linda
Carter and Vernell Wright as well as
board Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados.
Freeholders Chris Hudak, Angel Estrada

and Al Mirabella voted against the reso-
lution removing the trails from the trails
master plan. Freeholder Mohamed
Jalloh abstained.

In a prepared statement, Freeholder
Bergen said the trails plan as adopted
February 18, 2016 by the freeholders
provides for 7.46 miles of dual-use
trails “for mountain bikers to share with
hikers,” but after further review by the
county, it was determined the Freehold-
ers did not approve of dual-use trails
and an alternate plan to add additional
trails for mountain biking only was
requested.

On December 1, 2016 a new map
was presented providing for single-use
mountain biking trails totaling 14.08

miles, double from the previous plan
following a request by the Jersey Off-
Road Bicycle Association (JORBA),
Mr. Bergen said.

“To my view, these trails take up
essentially all of the remaining open
areas within Watchung,” Mr. Bergen
said.

“The main reason I am opposed to
moving forward with adding additional
trails or usage to the Watchung Reser-
vation, is that I am absolutely con-
vinced that there is already too intense
a use of this valuable piece of prop-
erty,” Mr. Bergen said. “To add an
additional, intensive use, either on new
trails or on existing trails, would only
exacerbate the existing problems.”

Freeholder Hudak, who voted against
the resolution as a supporter of the
mountain bike trails, said, “My position
has been and continues to be that there
are 2,100 acres in Watchung. It is large
enough for everyone and may include
mountain bikes. Do we need 13 miles?
Perhaps not. Trails for hikers, bikers,
horseback riding should be separate. I
think that’s safer. But this is an activity
that appeals to a significant number of
residents.”

For those who expressed “concerns,”
he said a system could perhaps have
been created to “discourage people from
biking where they should not as well as
the need for positive police enforce-
ment which is really not possible be-
cause there are no mountain biking
trails.”

He called the resolution “somewhat
arbitrary.”

“Hopefully this will not be a lost
opportunity,” he said. “So I oppose the
resolution on its merits.”

Freeholder Jalloh said he would have
preferred that an “independent” study
been done to help him in his vote.

Freeholder Kowalski said she was
“concerned about the ecology of the

BIG VICTORY...Westfield’s Ultimate Frisbee team leapt to fifth place in the
national league with a victory over one of the top three teams in the United States.
The team travelled to Massachusetts to play in the Amherst Invitational and beat
the home team, currently number three in the country, to take first place.
Westfield beat teams from Chicago and Minnesota to win the tournament for the
first time.The team dedicated their win to one of their top players, Cole Feltman,
who broke his arm in the final and had to undergo surgery the following day.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AND THEY’RE OFF...Runners are shown at the start of The Run the Park 5K race held under sunny skies Sunday morning
at Tamaques Park in Westfield. The race was sponsored by the Westfield Recreation Department.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE CRANE OPERATORS...Children of all ages were excited to climb
aboard heavy construction equipment on Sunday afternoon at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center's (JCC) "Touch A Truck" exhibit.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WARMING UP...These youngsters get some assistance from Zippy the Bee
during pre-race warm-ups led by JeniFit Studios prior to the The Run the Park
1 mile and 5K races held  Sunday morning  at  Tamaques Park in Westfield. The
race was sponsored by the Westfield Recreation Department.
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DWC Discusses Girls’
Day, Night Out Event

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), reported on
the Girls’ Day and Night Out event at its
monthly Board of Directors’ meeting
Monday evening.

“We had our first Girls Day and
Night Out event,” stated DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin. “It went
over really well. People have told us so
far that they had a really good day and
night. It kind of equally distributed the

day’s revenues.”
Prior incarnations of the event, pre-

viously known as Girls’ Night Out, only
included a nighttime promotion. The
DWC decided to schedule an all-day
event in keeping with many Westfield
companies’ traditional business hours.

 Ms. Cronin stated approximately 600
women participated in the day portion
of the event while an additional 1,500
women attended the evening portion.
Ms. Cronin also reported some women
attended both the day and night por-
tions of the event.

Over eighty businesses participated
in the dining and shopping experience
by providing free samples, coupons,
discounts and other giveaways to Girls’
Day and Night Out participants.

“By all accounts, I think it was a real
successful day,” stated Ms. Cronin.
“People came from eight states (New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Ne-
braska, Florida, Maryland, Montana,
New Mexico) and Canada, 32 percent
were from Westfield, and 55 percent
were from Westfield and the five sur-
rounding towns, but ultimately they
(participants) were from 182 towns
across the state…it was a very success-
ful day. I think we should do it again as
a day and night event. The day’s rev-
enue was the same as last time, but it
was just spread out differently.”

Jim Gildea, Westfield town adminis-
trator, said Mayor Andy Skibitsky also

filmed interviews and other footage
during the Girls’ Day and Night Out
event, which can be viewed on public
access channel TV 36. Mr. Gildea also
stated that the mayor’s program would
be downloaded to the town’s website,
located at www.westfieldnj.gov/ within
two weeks.

In other news, Westfield’s town coun-
cil representative to the DWC, Sam
Della Fera, provided an update on sev-
eral ordinances that passed preliminary
approval at the Westfield Town
Council’s most recent meeting. These
ordinances will be enacted in an effort
to address recommendations submit-
ted by Westfield’s Downtown Task
Force.

The panel was created in part to
encourage more businesses coming to
Westfield by streamlining the many
regulations that could potentially hinder
this process.

“The council introduced on first read-
ing over a dozen modifications to vari-
ous ordinances all as a result of the
Downtown Task Force recommenda-
tions, things ranging from redefining
retail services to include businesses
that, frankly, weren’t contemplated or
didn’t exist or were frowned upon for
whatever reason at the time, but that are
now potentially interested in coming
downtown,” Mr. Della Fera stated.

Mr. Della Fera offered arcades as an

CPD Awards Officers; Cap
Budget Adopted, by 4-1 Vote

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Tuesday’s township
committee meeting began with the an-
nual police department awards ceremony
where members of the department were
given citations for heroic acts in the last
year. Police Chief James Wozniak spoke
of five separate incidents and honored
the officers who contributed to the ap-
prehension of suspects.

Those who received awards included
Cranford Police Detectives Spencer
Durkin and Timothy O’Brien and Offic-
ers Christopher DeFabio, John Colinary,
James Knight, John Rattigan, Brian
Lopez, Ryan Geraty and Daniel
Donerstag.

An ordinance to amend the land de-
velopment code pertaining to abandoned
properties was adopted by 4-to-1 vote,
with Commissioner Mary O’Connor
opposing the ordinance. “I am not in
favor of eminent domain...,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

The council adopted a bond ordi-
nance, also by a 4-to-1 tally, for
$3,988,500 for the township’s capital

budget. Commissioner Andis Kalnins
opposed the ordinance. “We should keep
our debt level flat,” he said.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said the
capital improvements include a $400,000
expenditure to replace a traffic light on
Alden Street that has been functioning
with an extension cord.

The committee introduced an ordi-
nance to amend the code pertaining to
dogs and other animals. It gives a three-
year renewal for licenses, Commissioner
Ann Dooley said.

A bond anticipation note of $9.5 mil-
lion was designated to be payable on
May 18, 2018.

The contract to replace the Lincoln
Avenue basketball courts was increased
by $7,750 to add in lettering on the court.
According to a sketch, “Carol
Blazejowski” will be spelled out on two
sides of the court, with the letter C in
center court. Ms. Blazejowski was a
Cranford High School graduate who
went on to be named to the American
basketball team in the Olympics in 1980
(in which the United States did not par-

South Ave. Redevelopment
Approved In 5-to-1 Vote

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, in a 5-to-1 vote Tuesday, approved
the South Avenue Transit Oriented Re-
development Plan.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro voted
no on the redevelopment plan. “I lived
in Garwood for 50 years; I have op-
posed the Russo Development since it
was introduced. I believe the develop-
ment is selling our community down
the river with our eyes wide open. The
development will not turn us into
Westfield or Cranford, nor do we want
to be. We are Garwood. People move
here for the town; it is not the town a
developer envisions it to be,” she said.

“We have hired outside financial
advisors to look through every detail on
whether our community was being
changed to increase a developer’s bot-
tom line. Yes, the developer is making
a profit. However, our financial advisor
stated the developer does not have an
extraordinary deal, where his pockets
are so fat he cannot leave town. The
deal is reasonable and consistent with
other townships and what was needed
to protect us from builder’s remedy
lawsuits. We negotiated for less units
and the developer agreed. Our plan-
ning board negotiated retail space which
helped offset even more residents. More
residential units would have further
increased our population and develop-
ment density,” said Council President
Sara Todisco.

“Our power to negotiate and lever-
age the best deal for our community
was severely limited by the New Jersey
Supreme Court. I support moving for-
ward and focusing on the positives
surrounding the development,” said
Councilman Joseph Sarno.

“When I ran for office, I promised to
look over the developer’s profit margin

and find the best deal for Garwood.
(The) Council has worked bi-partisan
to do just that. After looking through the
financials, I feel better about the num-
bers and understand a private devel-
oper will always have a profit margin.
No one likes the idea of a developer
making money, but it’s the reality of
every private land sale or development.
Affordable-housing rules did make ne-
gotiations tougher and flexibility less,”
said Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock.

“Council worked with limited op-
tions and following state mandates is a
prudent choice versus risking hundreds
of thousands of dollars in legal fees
fighting lawsuits and having less say in
the development, if we lost in court,”
said Councilman Marc Lazarow. “Los-
ing in court was almost a guaranteed
possibility as my colleagues have men-
tioned; a reality for many surrounding
towns who did not adapt.”

Garwood will update its tax maps for
all properties in the upcoming year. Tax
maps are an identity code for each lot
that has an assessed value. The maps
have not been updated in more than 30
years, so an outside firm will be hired to
reassess each property to current real
value. The state is requiring that
Garwood update the maps.

“Meaning the only residents whose
homes will see tax increases are those
who are not on record for additions
made to the property through the con-
struction permit office. If the property
is up to date with on-record structural
changes or has not been changed, there
is no need for a homeowner to be
worried,” Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello said.

“What firm will be conducting the
appraisals and when they will begin has
not been announced and is part of a
year-long or so state organized pro-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Africa to a relaxed, yet engaged, lifestyle at Arbor Glen. It’s a beautiful community inside and out, 
complete with the friendliest people we encountered on our quest for a new home. Whether it’s  
games of bocce ball, scenic walks on the community grounds or simply visiting with fellow residents 
who’ve also traveled the world, we’re adding meaningful memories to our life stories every day.

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL ARBOR GLEN AT (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU. 

100 Monroe Street 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
ArborGlen.org

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.
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SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LIMBERING UP...Runners take part in warm-ups led by JeniFit Studios prior to
the The Run the Park 1 mile and 5K races held  Sunday morning  at  Tamaques Park
in Westfield. The race was sponsored by the Westfield Recreation Department.

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU...Interim Cranford Superintendent Marilyn Birnbaum holds up a
picture given to her by the Board of Education (BOE) to honor her at one of her
last BOE meetings on Monday night.

Susie Hung Named New
Principal at Jefferson

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A teacher who
started her teaching career in Westfield
said she was “coming home” to be-
come Principal of Jefferson Elemen-
tary School.

Susie Hung will leave her position
as principal of a school with 700 chil-
dren in Springfield to take over the
reins at Jefferson.

She last taught in Westfield at
Tamaques Elementary School from
1995 to 2003.

“Coming back to Westfield has al-
ways been a desire of mine and com-
ing home is a really wonderful feeling
for me,” she told the Board of Educa-
tion on Tuesday.

“Leaving Tamaques was very bitter-

sweet. I had a wonderful, wonderful
experience working there as a teacher.
The administration was supportive, the
parents were amazing, the PTA, the
staff, everybody working together for
the best interests of the kids and that’s
what I’m all about. Thank you so much
for this amazing opportunity.”

Ms. Hung, Ed.D., has a doctorate
and master’s degrees in educational
administration and supervision from
Columbia University Teachers Col-
lege as well as a Master of Science
degree in Elementary Education and a
Bachelor of Science degree in Eco-
nomics, both from the University of
Pennsylvania.

Current Jefferson principal Jeanette
Munoz will retire at the end of this
school year after 14 years in the role.

Cranford Bids Farewell to
Superintendent Birnbaum

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation said goodbye to Interim Super-
intendent Marilyn Birnbaum, Ed.D.,
at the board Monday night meeting.

Ms. Birnbaum has been leading the
district as interim superintendent since
2015 and will continue her duties
through next month.

The board honored her with flow-
ers, a unique rendition of the song
“The Rainbow Connection,” with
words altered pay tribute to her, a
special picture of a rainbow and a visit
from the Cranford cougar mascot.

 Ms. Birnbaum told The Westfield
Leader “it’s been a great run and in
many, many ways I’m very sorry to
leave but I know it’s time and I know
Dr. Rubin will take this ship forward.”

Newly hired superintendent Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., who was given a five-
year contract by the board, will begin
his new duties on July 1.

In other business news, Gregg
Caverly, supervisor of mathematics
and data manager, and Lisa Hayeck,
supervisor of science and applied tech-
nology, gave the board a presentation
about the 3D printer currently being
utilized at Cranford High School. The
printer was obtained from a grant
funded by the Cranford Fund for Edu-
cational Excellence. The printer takes
digital files and transforms them into
real world products.

Ms. Hayeck told the board “it was
pretty easy to learn how to use it,” and
faculty members got an opportunity to
learn about it at the November 8 pro-
fessional development session.

Mr. Caverly showed the board a
number of items created by the printer,
including chain links, game pieces, a
boat that floats, penrose triangles, mag-
nets and tangrams.

Ms. Hayeck told the board the tech-
nology the 3D printer offers is grow-
ing in popularity in Cranford and As-
sistant Superintendent of Curriculum
and Instruction Elizabeth Azukas told
the board the printer is providing the
students with “great career readiness
skills.”

About a dozen Cranford parents
from Hillside Avenue School stood
before the board to express concerns
about a possible increase in class size
for incoming third-graders.

Resident and Hillside parent Chris-
tine Daly told the board that if there are
only two third-grade classes, as op-
posed to three, the education of the
students “will be compromised.”

Resident and Hillside parent Scott
Wolfe told the board as an educator for
over 20 years, “I recognize how diffi-
cult the transition actually is from sec-
ond to third grade” and suggested the
transition would be more challenging
if class size increased because there
were only two classes.

“We feel that those three sections
are highly important for our kids to
continue to be successful,” Mr. Wolfe
assured board members.

Hillside Principal Curt M. Fogas,
Ed. D., told the parents and the board
the current plan is for three sections
but did note, “we do have a very high
mobility rate of kids entering the school
and leaving the school,” and further

indicated “third grade historically is
one that has that high mobility rate,”
which usually means between three
and six students enter or leave.

Currently, there are 52 students who
have registered for third grade at Hill-
side Avenue School for the next school
year and Superintendent Birnbaum as-
sured the parents that three sections
are planned and budgeted for at this
time and.

A group of juniors also stood before
the board with a power point presenta-
tion making the argument for the ben-
efits of Open Campus for the 2017-
2018 school year. One student pointed
out that the current junior class is a
particularly responsible one and told
the board, “We are more than qualified
and capable of handling the responsi-
bility of having open campus next year.”

Open Campus would allow senior
students to leave the school building
and campus during lunch, study hall
and when they do not have a scheduled
class.

Junior student representatives told
the board that Open Campus would
motivate seniors to maintain good
grades and good attendance, would
simulate a college schedule, would
allow time for appointments, would
provide a change of scenery to relax
away from school and would reward
those students who have demonstrated
responsibility.

Superintendent Birnbaum told the
students the board would consider their
arguments and assured them “we’ll
get back to you within a week.”

The recipients of the Governor’s
Educators of the Year Award for 2016-
2017, an award that acknowledges the
outstanding efforts of teachers and edu-
cational services professionals, were
honored by the board in a special
ceremony before the board meeting.

Angie Braxton, Donna Cathcart,
Gregory D’Amato, Eileen Faitoute,
Judy Grogan, Nicole Halkias, Dawn
Klotz, Meghan Reid and Mellisa
Toddings were commended for their
ability to inspire students of all back-
grounds to learn and for being excep-
tionally dedicated, knowledgeable and
skilled professionals.

Additionally, students and teachers
were acknowledged for their demon-
stration of excellence in the area of
Fine and Performing Arts from Hill-
side Avenue School, Orange Avenue
School, Livingston Avenue School and
Brookside Place School.

Teacher and student artists were con-
gratulated by the board from Hillside
Avenue School and Orange Avenue
School for their works selected for the
2017 Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val.

Orange Avenue Seventh Grade Band
members who attended the inaugural
Central Jersey Music Educators Asso-
ciation (CJMEA) Middle School Hon-
ors Band Festival were applauded
while Hillside Avenue School Fine
and Performing Arts students, who
attended and performed at New Jersey
American Choral Directors Associa-
tion (NJACDA) Junior High Honor
Choir, were acknowledged for their
efforts.

The next board meeting will be Mon-
day, June 12.

region” as well as the safety of reserva-
tion visitors and the environmental
health of the area.

Both the mayors of Mountainside
and Summit read statements opposing
the mountain bike trails plan as pro-
posed without further study and change
to the plan.

Summit Mayor Nora Radist said the
reservation offers 26 miles of bridle
trails and 19 miles of hiking trails. She
said she was “disappointed” that an
engineering study had not been under-
taken. She said while areas north of
Route 78 should not contain mountain
biking trails due to its steep slope, “other
areas in the Watchung Reservation could
possibly accommodate mountain bik-
ing trails.

“The resolution you are voting on
tonight does not contain a plan for any
trails for mountain biking. I question
this process. Were there any attempts to
get any representatives of the interested
parties together to discuss a compro-
mise?” Mayor Radist questioned. “How
can you vote on this tonight without
proper expert research and opinion?”

Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli
called the 13-and-a-half miles of new
trails for mountain bikes “obsessive”
and said they come in “close proxim-
ity” of some homes in Mountainside. “I
don’t think that is necessary,” he said.

He also said because of the reserva-
tion terrain the new trails would impact
Mountainside’s police and rescue squad
should they have to respond to a moun-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountain Bikes
tain biking accident. He said in order to
make the trails safe for all, “a lot more
work needs to be done” on the trails
master plan.

Jamie Meiselman of Westfield, the
co-leader of the Union County Chapter
of JORBA, said the freeholders’ role
was to “answer two simple questions.
One, will allowing mountain bikes in
Watchung Reservation make Union
County a better place for its citizens,
and two, will allowing mountain bikes
in Watchung Reservation make the res-
ervation itself a better place. If you
strictly look at the facts you can not help
but conclude that the answer is yes to
both these questions.” He described
mountain biking as a “fun, healthy,
family-friendly activity.”

Tom Manna of Mountainside, an
opponent of the trails, said he was “sorry
that people are inconvenienced to have
to travel but where will people in the
high-density communities go to see
nature in its purest form or what might
be a passing fad?”

A retired surgeon also spoke, saying
he saw over the years serious injuries,
including quadriplegics, caused by
mountain biking. He said even with the
use of helmets the “upper extremities”
of the body can be exposed to serious
injuries.

Trails supporter Thomas Dunn of
Cranford questioned how the county
could provide at taxpayers’ expense
places for residents to participate in ev-
ery sport but exclude mountain bikers.

example of one of the latter business
that was “frowned upon” in the past.

“There are lots of changes to uses
allowing temporary use without com-
plying with parking regulations, allow-
ing shared tenancies in single locations,
allowing walk-up windows,” he said.
“There are no changes as of yet to
building height limitations, but there
are changes to what is included in a
building height calculation…changes
in signage ordinances including allow-
ing a-frame or sandwich board signs
that are presently not permitted.”

Mr. Della Fera concluded by stating
that final approval for the new ordi-
nances would be voted on at the next
town council meeting with potentially
other new ordinances being introduced
at that meeting as well.

The DWC’s next Board of Directors’
meeting open to the general public is
scheduled for Monday, June 26 at 7:30
p.m. The DWC office is located at 105
Elm Street, basement level.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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ticipate that year), was former president
of the New York Liberty, and was in-
ducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame.

Maser Consulting’s contract to pro-
vide engineering services was amended
to add an additional $60,000 cap on top
of the $30,000 previously approved on
March 13.

Schenk Price Smith King LLC’s con-
tract for $10,000 was amended to add
another $10,000 cap. The firm provides
outside labor counsel and is the outside
counsel on hours of operation.

Two tax appeal settlements were au-
thorized by resolution.

Bank of America, 750 Walnut Av-
enue, was authorized a tax appeal settle-
ment for three units. Unit CO2 in Year
2016 originally assessed at $4,053,800
and the judgment was for $3,885,900,
and in 2017 the original assessment was
for $4,053,800 and the judgment was
$3,710,500. Unit CO3 in 2016 was origi-
nally assessed at $7,000,000 and was
awarded a judgment of $6,139,100, and
in 2017 was originally assessed at
$7,000,000 and was awarded a judg-
ment of $5,862,000. Unit CO4 in 2016
was originally assessed at $749,000 and
was awarded a judgment of $678,000,
and in 2017 was originally assessed at
$749,000 and was awarded a judgment
of $647,400.

Excel-Care Inc., located at 205
Birchwood Avenue, was authorized its
tax appeal settlement for 2012, showing
an original total assessment of $5.7 mil-
lion and the judgment of $4,810,000.
The year 2013 shows an original assess-
ment of $5,700,000 and the judgment
was for $4,810,000.

During commissioner comments,
Commissioner Kalnins said the plan-
ning board is to hear an application by
Hartz Mountain Industries for 750 Wal-
nut Avenue. The applicant is requesting

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Budget
the township look at rezoning that prop-
erty from commercial to residential and
has proposed 900 residential units, he
said. The application is scheduled to be
heard by the planning board on Wednes-
day, June 7, Commissioner Dooley told
The Leader.

Bank of America recently vacated the
premises at 750 Walnut Avenue where it
held offices. The property is located on
the Cranford/Clark border and is across
the street from the new shopping plaza in
Clark on Raritan Road.

Pertaining to the capital budget, Ms.
Dooley said, “I am un-persuaded that
the five-year road re-pavement
plan…is appropriate for the town’s
needs.” She said it has “an abrupt” 30-
percent drop off in budgeted dollars
allocated to roads in 2017 and 2018.
“It needs to be abandoned and refo-
cused,” she said.

“The increase over last year’s budget
is about $300,000, which is less than $14
per resident,” she said.

“On another note, I have taken a deep
look at the DPW’s fleet — it is ancient,”
she said, noting some vehicles are from
the early 1970s and close to two dozen
vehicles are more than 20 years old.

“Awareness of the DPW issue and the
re-pavement program are perhaps the
greatest disagreement among us,” she
said.

The committee announced that the
township’s Memorial Day Parade is
Monday, May 29, beginning at the
Cranford Community Center at 9 a.m.
Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin noted
that 86 Cranford residents “died de-
fending our freedom.” The recreation
department is looking for volunteers
to carry a flag during the commemora-
tion ceremony, he said. Those inter-
ested should contact the recreation
department.

cess,” said Borough Tax Assessor
Annmarie Switzer.

In other business, several council
members responded to comments made
by a board of education member at the
previous council meeting.

“In response to a Garwood Board of
Education member’s claims last meet-
ing. I regard it as senseless negativity.
As an educator I find the claims trouble-
some to children with natural hurdles.
Council seeks a positive working rela-
tionship through official communica-
tion with the board of education. We
should not point out and exploit vulner-
able children in our district as a burden.
Any statements not made by the board
of education, reflective of the entire
board, must be taken as one member’s
opinion” said Ms. Todisco. “I com-
mend not politicizing children with dis-
abilities,” Mr. Lazarow added.

“Last week’s comments about spe-
cial-needs students were of a rogue
member of the board of education re-
flecting his own opinions. As a special-
needs father, I find his opinions offen-
sive and marginalizing,” said Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli.

Mr. Piarulli used public commentary
time to address comments made about
his opinions on the cost burden of spe-
cial-needs education in the borough.
Mr. Piarulli was unnamed by council
members in their commentary, but was

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Redevelopment
the board of education member who
spoke at the last meeting.

“I am a dad of a special-needs child
as well. I am repulsed and feel sorry
those who think children are being tar-
geted. The reality is special-needs stu-
dents can cost $400,000. That’s the
reality. Not political or politicizing,
Marc. I am repulsed and disgusted by
each of you,” said Mr. Piarulli, who
also attended Tuesday’s meeting.

“Since the last board of education
meeting and council meeting both
elected entities have met for an official
sub-committee meeting and displayed
continued progress. Both entities want
an open line for official communication
discussing concerns and needs,” said
school board liaison Mr. Sarno.

The Greater Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce awarded Larissa Vena
a $1,000 scholarship. Larissa is a stu-
dent at the Academy for Performing
Arts, Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools. Students were asked to
list their academic achievements and
extracurricular activities, and to write
about their hometown. “I am happy for
the money, but really appreciate the
recognition of hard work,” said Larissa.

She will attend Quinnipiac Univer-
sity, majoring in accounting. “When
people say small town, big heart, I see
it more on a daily basis in Garwood than
anywhere else,” said Larissa.
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Fanwood Introduces Budget;
Residents Oppose Sidewalk

Board to Start Downtown
Redevelopment Evaluation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its meet-
ing on Monday, the planning board
was briefed on how it will undertake
a preliminary investigation into rede-
veloping a large portion of the down-
town business district.

Calling it “a wonderful opportu-
nity for Scotch Plains,” redevelop-
ment attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said the
board’s study will focus on an area
that includes Park Avenue from East
Second Street to Grand Street; East
Second Street from Park Avenue to
just before Flanders Avenue; Senger
Place; and Westfield Avenue, Bartle
Avenue and Grand Street from Park
Avenue to Forest Road. The process,

which will aim to identify properties
that could potentially be designated
as an area in need of redevelopment,
will also include public hearings so
that residents and property owners
can voice their opinions.

Planner Michael Mistretta told the
board that 63 parcels encompassing
an area of more than 19 acres will be
included in the board’s investigation.
He called it a “serious” and “substan-
tial” undertaking and said it will “take
some time” for the properties in ques-
tion to be evaluated before public
hearings take place. He promised to
communicate with affected property
owners early in the process. He said
some properties may meet multiple
criteria for being designated as an

area in need of redevelopment while
others may meet none.

After the areas in need of redevel-
opment are identified, then the plan-
ning board will be able to look into
matters like design, signage, zoning,
parking and affordable housing.

The township’s affordable housing
obligations will play a big role in the
downtown property evaluations. Like
other municipalities, the township
government has been in legal nego-
tiations with state authorities regard-
ing its housing obligations, and Mr.
Mistretta said another court hearing
set for this week could soon lead to a
settlement, which would aid greatly
in determining housing needs as the
redevelopment process goes forward.

In response to a question from
Senger Place resident Guido Passucci
about the inclusion of eminent do-
main powers in a resolution passed
last week by the township council
that empowered the planning board
to move forward with its property
evaluation, Mr. Lehrer called the op-
tion “a tool in the toolbox” and cau-
tioned that just because it’s an option
“doesn’t mean it will be used.” Like
Mayor Alexander Smith said last
week, Mr. Lehrer raised the specter
of a comprehensive redevelopment
program collapsing because a lone
property owner or two was refusing
to go along with the redevelopment
plans and eminent domain powers
were not available.

Mr. Lehrer said the process of in-
voking eminent domain was a lengthy
one, and Mr. Mistretta said earlier in
the discussion that the planning board
investigation of the 63 properties
would also be lengthy.

In other business, the board, after a
long discussion about parking avail-
ability, unanimously approved an
application allowing the Darby Road
pub on Park Avenue to expand its
facilities into an adjacent space lo-

Shady Rest Renovation Bid
Questioned by Twp. Council

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil held its public hearing for the 2017
municipal budget on Monday and
will adopt the spending plan on Mon-
day, June 5. The council introduced
the budget in mid-April with a tax
levy of $6,143,966, which represents
a 2.4 percent tax increase over last
year’s tax levy.

The Martine Avenue Shops Walk-
way resulted in all bids coming in
over budget, Mayor Colleen Mahr
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times. According to the borough
website, eight bids came in ranging
from the lowest bid of $152,325 to
$323,715. The borough is to rebid the
project.

Also, the borough awarded a con-
tract for credit card maintenance. The
council went out to bid for a credit
card purchasing service, as the com-
pany the borough currently is on con-
tract with has increased their fees,
Borough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tompkins said at the council agenda
meeting earlier this month. The
borough’s vendor of five years, Steve
Segal, approached the council during
the public comment portion of the
meeting, to ask the council to discuss
with him their needs and concerns
before cutting his contract. The bor-
ough received three bids, Mr.
Tompkins said.

“I responded to the bid and put out
what I thought was a fair evaluation to
the problem,” Mr. Segal said.

Borough Attorney Dan McCarthy
suggested she review the bids and be
in touch with Mr. Segal. The bids
were not available on the borough
website as of Monday.

The Complete Streets and Safe
Routes to School project slated for
Martine Avenue has been revised,
Borough Engineer Antonios

Panagopoulos said, to make for a six-
foot wide sidewalk on the north side
of Martine Avenue. He said the De-
partment of Transportation (DOT)
requires the sidewalk be constructed
at that size if it is without a buffer.

Councilman Jack Molenaar later
said the DOT had agreed to a six-foot
wide sidewalk where normally they
would require a seven-foot wide side-
walk, but wavered because it is par-
tially funded with federal dollars. If
the sidewalk were to have a lawn
buffer, Mr. Molenaar said the buffer
requirement is three-feet wide and
the sidewalk, five-feet wide. Cur-
rently, Madison Avenue does not have
a sidewalk.

About a half dozen residents spoke
out opposing the sidewalk, saying it
would take away driveway space, and
frontage on their property. They also
said the new parking lot at School
One has taken away from the appeal
of their backyards as well.

“We heard the issues regarding the
concerns with the buffer. We visited
the street…discussed encroachment
issues…we went back to the drawing
board and deleted the buffer…the
DOT held very firm with a six-foot
sidewalk,” Mayor Mahr said. This
was always done with the best inten-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During a
discussion last week prior to the town-
ship council’s approval of a contract
for interior renovations to the Shady
Rest building at Scotch Hills Country
Club, one member of the governing
body raised concerns about the win-
ning bidder’s cost estimates being
considerably lower than other bid-
ding companies.

Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr.
pointed out that the $376,000 bid
submitted by Reliable NYC of
Stanhope was $124,000 below that
put forth by the second-lowest bid-
der, GMT Contracting, and well be-
low those of three other bidders whose
cost estimates for the project ranged
from $669,111 to $861,000. Mr. Del
Sordi called the gap between the low
bid and the others “an awful big
spread” as he noted that, typically,
multiple bids are relatively close in
range. He also raised concerns about
the quality of work that will be per-
formed and whether Reliable NYC’s
workers will be paid fairly.

The interior work will include, ac-
cording to Township Manager Al
Mirabella, refurbishing the ballroom
and upgrading other parts of the his-
toric building, including installing
new ceilings and flooring, updating
the electrical aspects and plumbing,
installing new French-style doors as
well as new interior doors, and paint-
ing the interior. Responding to Mr.
Del Sordi, who ended up casting the
sole vote against awarding the con-
tract, Mr. Mirabella said that Reliable
NYC also had submitted the winning
bid — “by a significant amount” —
for exterior work last year at the Shady
Rest facility. The manager called it “a
tremendous benefit that we got such a
low bid” and promised that there
would be inspections of the work as it
progresses.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
council expects to receive periodic
reports on the progress being made in
completing the interior work, and Mr.
Mirabella added his assurance that
“there will be proper oversight.”

In other business at the council’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE CRANE OPERATORS...Children of all ages were excited to climb aboard heavy construction equipment on
Sunday afternoon at the Jewish Community Center's (JCC) "Touch A Truck" exhibit.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch  Plains-Fanwood Times
OPEN FOR BUSINESS...The first Scotch Plains Farmers’ Market of the season
was Saturday morning at the municipal parking lot next to the municipal building.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARDENING TIPS...Master gardener Wanderlan Silva, right, gives some point-
ers to a gardener on Sunday at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Community Garden,
which is beginning its second season.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WEAR ORANGE DAY...Laura (wearing red) and Alice (orange), of Moms
Demand Action for common gun sense, attended  Monday’s Fanwood council
meeting to receive a proclamation for June 2, national gun violence awareness day.
"We believe here in Fanwood that people have a right to bear arms, but senseless
gun violence…needs to be combatted," Mayor Colleen Mahr said. Police Chief
Richard Trigo has partnered with Moms Demand Action to educate people on how
to keep arms safe in the home. Wear Orange Day is June 2.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Freeholders Narrowly Reject
Mountain Biking Trails
By PAUL J. PEYTON

pecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday voted
in a close tally to remove 13-and-a-
half miles of trails for mountain bikes
as part of the trails master plan for the
Watchung Reservation. The vote fol-
lowed some 50 speakers, evenly di-
vided in opinions, over the course of
nearly two hours of public comments.

The board’s opposition was led by
Chairman Bruce Bergen, who spon-
sored the resolution, and included
Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski,
Linda Carter and Vernell Wright as
well as board Vice-Chairman Sergio
Granados. Freeholders Chris Hudak,
Angel Estrada and Al Mirabella voted
against the resolution removing the
trails from the trails master plan. Free-
holder Mohamed Jalloh abstained.

In a prepared statement, Freeholder
Bergen said the trails plan as adopted
February 18, 2016 by the freeholders
provides for 7.46 miles of dual-use
trails “for mountain bikers to share
with hikers,” but after further review
by the county, it was determined the
Freeholders did not approve of dual-
use trails and an alternate plan to add
additional trails for mountain biking
only was requested.

On December 1, 2016 a new map
was presented providing for single-
use mountain biking trails totaling
14.08 miles, double from the previ-
ous plan following a request by the
Jersey Off-Road Bicycle Association
(JORBA), Mr. Bergen said.

“To my view, these trails take up
essentially all of the remaining open
areas within Watchung,” Mr. Bergen
said.

“The main reason I am opposed to
moving forward with adding addi-
tional trails or usage to the Watchung

Reservation, is that I am absolutely
convinced that there is already too
intense a use of this valuable piece of
property,” Mr. Bergen said. “To add
an additional, intensive use, either on
new trails or on existing trails, would
only exacerbate the existing prob-
lems.”

Freeholder Hudak, who voted
against the resolution as a supporter
of the mountain bike trails, said, “My
position has been and continues to be
that there are 2,100 acres in Watchung.
It is large enough for everyone and
may include mountain bikes. Do we
need 13 miles? Perhaps not. Trails for
hikers, bikers, horseback riding
should be separate. I think that’s safer.
But this is an activity that appeals to
a significant number of residents.”

For those who expressed “con-
cerns,” he said a system could per-
haps have been created to “discour-
age people from biking where they
should not as well as the need for
positive police enforcement which is
really not possible because there are
no mountain biking trails.”

He called the resolution “some-
what arbitrary.”

“Hopefully this will not be a lost
opportunity,” he said. “So I oppose
the resolution on its merits.”

Freeholder Jalloh said he would
have preferred that an “independent”
study been done to help him in his
vote.

Freeholder Kowalski said she was
“concerned about the ecology of the
region” as well as the safety of reser-
vation visitors and the environmental
health of the area.

Both the mayors of Mountainside
and Summit read statements oppos-
ing the mountain bike trails plan as
proposed without further study and
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Africa to a relaxed, yet engaged, lifestyle at Arbor Glen. It’s a beautiful community inside and out, 
complete with the friendliest people we encountered on our quest for a new home. Whether it’s  
games of bocce ball, scenic walks on the community grounds or simply visiting with fellow residents 
who’ve also traveled the world, we’re adding meaningful memories to our life stories every day.

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL ARBOR GLEN AT (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU. 

100 Monroe Street 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
ArborGlen.org

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.
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SCHILLER McMAHONSCHILLER McMAHON 
123 SOUTH AVENUE EAST • WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 • SCHILLERMCMAHON.COM  •  908.233.4840

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYSCIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUTSTANDING SERVICE...Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo, pictured at the podium, presented department awards to borough police officers at Monday’s borough council meeting. The awards are as follows: Life Saving Award to Lt. Francisco
Marrero and Ptl. Daniel Piccola; Life Saving Award to Sgt. Marc Gottlick and Ptl. Daniel Kranz; Life Saving Award to Sgt. Gottlick, Ptl. Elliott Bernard and Ptl. Kranz; Life Saving Award to Lt. Eugene Chin and Sgt. Gottlick; Exceptional Duty
to Sgt. Gottlick, Ptl. Ryan Gilmore and Ptl. Kranz, and Exceptional Duty to Sgt. Ron Greco, Ptl. Bernard Ptl. Gilmore.
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Redevel.
cated between its existing restaurant
and a bank. The space will be used
primarily to host special events and
private parties, explained Joseph
Mortarulo, Darby Road’s general
manager. He said the new space, which
will accommodate 47 attendees,
would mainly be a “weekend opera-
tion” and result in the addition of four
new part-time workers.

change to the plan.
Summit Mayor Nora Radist said

the reservation offers 26 miles of
bridle trails and 19 miles of hiking
trails. She said she was “disap-
pointed” that an engineering study
had not been undertaken. She said
while areas north of Route 78 should
not contain mountain biking trails
due to its steep slope, “other areas in
the Watchung Reservation could pos-
sibly accommodate mountain biking
trails.

“The resolution you are voting on
tonight does not contain a plan for
any trails for mountain biking. I ques-
tion this process. Were there any
attempts to get any representatives
of the interested parties together to
discuss a compromise?” Mayor
Radist questioned. “How can you
vote on this tonight without proper
expert research and opinion?”

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli called the 13-and-a-half
miles of new trails for mountain bikes
“obsessive” and said they come in
“close proximity” of some homes in
Mountainside. “I don’t think that is
necessary,” he said.

He also said because of the reser-
vation terrain the new trails would
impact Mountainside’s police and
rescue squad should they have to
respond to a mountain biking acci-
dent. He said in order to make the
trails safe for all, “a lot more work
needs to be done” on the trails mas-

ter plan.
Jamie Meiselman of Westfield, the

co-leader of the Union County Chap-
ter of JORBA, said the freeholders’
role was to “answer two simple ques-
tions. One, will allowing mountain
bikes in Watchung Reservation make
Union County a better place for its
citizens, and two, will allowing
mountain bikes in Watchung Reser-
vation make the reservation itself a
better place. If you strictly look at
the facts you can not help but con-
clude that the answer is yes to both
these questions.” He described
mountain biking as a “fun, healthy,
family-friendly activity.”

Tom Manna of Mountainside, an
opponent of the trails, said he was
“sorry that people are inconve-
nienced to have to travel but where
will people in the high-density com-
munities go to see nature in its purest
form or what might be a passing
fad?”

A retired surgeon also spoke, say-
ing he saw over the years serious
injuries, including quadriplegics,
caused by mountain biking. He said
even with the use of helmets the
“upper extremities” of the body can
be exposed to serious injuries.

Trails supporter Thomas Dunn of
Cranford questioned how the county
could provide at taxpayers’ expense
places for residents to participate in
every sport but exclude mountain
bikers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Budget
tions of your street.”

“We are a complete streets com-
munity,” Mayor Mahr said.

Chris Monahan of Madison Av-
enue said “to have the sidewalk on the
north side of the street doesn’t make
sense, the kids still have to cross the
street. In my opinion to not put a grass
buffer between the curb….fortunately
there is a decent setback…Not to put
a buffer…will make it look
urban…and this is a nice little neigh-
borhood.” He also thought it was a
safety issue having children walk right
along the curb.

John Torzusky of Madison Avenue
said he would have an issue being
able to park his cars in his driveway if
he were to lose frontage.

Ken Gill of Madison Avenue said,
“I was happy to hear that we’re going
to get a sidewalk.” He said this was a
concern of his for decades. However,
he said the current plan would cause
kids to jaywalk to the sidewalk on
North Avenue, which he said is the
problem now.

“I would like to see done in least
destructive way possible,” Mr. Gill said.

Three seventh-graders then gave a
service project presentation on why
sidewalks should be encouraged to
make it safer to walk to school.

The council began its meeting with
five presentations and nine procla-
mations. Among the presentations
were volunteer-of-the-month Eric
Gaulin of the borough’s environmen-
tal commission, students from Park
Middle School, who represented their
service project on animal cruelty,
honoring Robert Kruthers for 60 years
of service to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment recognition of officers for he-
roic acts, and honoring the Grand
Marshals of the Memorial Day Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains Parade, Edward
Miller, Joseph Nagy and Alan
Ebersole, who passed away two weeks
ago at the age of 94.

May 16 meeting, Mr. Mirabella spoke
of a mediation service that is avail-
able to residents who are involved in
a dispute with a neighbor over mat-
ters that might include the diverting
of rainwater from one property onto
another. Information about the ser-
vice is available from the office of
Mr. Mirabella, who said the service
provides “a good way to have these
disputes settled.”

Mayor Smith said last week that the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shady Rest
downtown redevelopment committee
is “off to an exciting start.” The 17-
member committee, which is com-
posed of residents, representatives
from the municipal government and
local businesspeople, will hold its third
meeting on Wednesday, June 14.

The council also approved resolu-
tions authorizing payment of $56,830
to Union County for leaf disposal at
the county’s conservation center and
$94,000 to Lou’s Automotive Repair
for repairs and maintenance of police
department vehicles. Another resolu-
tion authorized the Independence Day
fireworks at Scotch Hills Country
Club that will take place on the
evening of Saturday, July 1.

This weekend’s Memorial Day cel-
ebration will kick off at 6:30 p.m. on
Sunday, May 28, with a concert at the
Alan Augustine Village Green by the
Full Count Big Band, which will play
patriotic tunes and traditional marches.
The program also will include the read-
ing of letters written by members of
the U.S. military to their loved ones
back home. On Monday, May 29, a
memorial service and presentation of
wreaths will take place at 9 a.m. at the
Fanwood Memorial Library followed
by a memorial tribute and laying of
wreaths at 10 a.m. at the gazebo at the
corner of Park Avenue and Front Street.
The Memorial Day Parade will step
off at 10:45 a.m. and proceed down
Park Avenue into downtown Fanwood
and end at LaGrande Park. Grand
marshals will be World War II veter-
ans Edward Miller and Joseph Nagy.
The late Alan Ebersole, who also served
in World War II and was named a
grand marshal for the parade, will be
honored posthumously.

Several other upcoming events
were mentioned last week, including
the 5K Race to Summer that will be
held in the downtown on Thursday,
June 29, and a Union County-spon-
sored re-enactment of the Battle of
Short Hills taking place at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark on Saturday and Sun-
day, June 24 and 25.

Rec. Commission Discusses
Wheel Toss, Skate Park
By SHANNA C. KELLY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Training wheels
and folding chairs were just a few of
the updates discussed at Tuesday’s
recreation commission meeting.

Letting go of a child’s bike on their
first time without training wheels can
be the most frightening and proud
moment for a parent and this month
numerous parents had the opportu-
nity to experience this exhilarating
mix of emotions.

As it turns out, Fanwood’s 2017
Training Wheel Toss not only had a
large turnout, but had an 81 percent
success rate. Thirty kids learned to
ride their bikes without training
wheels, while only seven did not.

“Some [parents] had tears of joy
because it’s been so frustrating getting
their kid to ride a bike,” Commissioner
Neil Pierce said at Tuesday’s meeting.

While the event was deemed an over-
all success, comments from parents
after the event included that more vol-
unteers are needed, the event should be
offered more frequently and that par-
ents and children had to wait in line.

The commissioners responded to
these comments by noting the im-
mense difficulty in not only finding
volunteers, but finding a lot of volun-
teers. This therefore also makes it
harder to host this event more than
once a year, they said.

Fanwood’s annual Party in the Park
will be held on Tuesday, June 27 from
6 to 8:30 p.m. and include music,
food, inflatable rides, laser tag, a selfie
station, a scavenger hunt and more.

The theme for this year’s scaven-
ger hunt is based on the movie “The
Secret Life of Pets.” Also, the ice
cream for this year will be from
Rocko’s as opposed to Scoops like
other years to remain local in Fan-
wood since it is a Fanwood event.
The rain date will be the following
day, June 28.

In addition, privacy hedges have
been planted in the Forest Road Park
Skate Park to create a sound barrier.
However, the park is still in need of
further repairs. According to Recre-
ation Director Robert Budiansky, the
landscaping needs to be improved, the
fencing is coming up at the bottom and
there are problems with the conditions
of the slab of the skate park.

The commission is still waiting to
find out if the delaminating and the
nicks in the skate park are normal
wear and tear as they appear to be and
what is recommended to be done.

“I don’t think it’s a lot, so it won’t
create any sort of disruption,” Mr.
Budiansky said.

Similarly, this past fall the La
Grande Park tennis courts were re-
done, but there were still some linger-
ing cracks that have now been sealed
and the perimeter landscaping has
been taken care of.However, while
the commissioners acknowledge that
they can’t police the courts all day,
they are worried about the lack of
cleanup after these activities and these
activities taking away from the resi-
dents using the courts.

In new business, the date of the
Fanwood 5k is currently being de-
cided upon between two dates. Older
volunteers will be needed for this
year’s run due to numerous issues
with people attempting to drive
through the race during last year’s 5k.

Second, the La Grande Park building
will be upgrading to matching folding
chairs. The building is frequently rented
out for events such as birthday parties.

In addition, the rates for the licens-
ing fees have increased by 22 percent
from the company for seven out of
eight of Fanwood’s summer movies.
According to Mr. Budiansky, the way
the company works is that you can
only keep the price the same for your
licensing fees if you increase the num-
ber of movies you pay for each year.
A final decision on what the commis-
sion plans to do is still to be decided.
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Memorial Day Concert

The Full Count Big Band

Sunday May 28, 2017

6:30 PM

Alan Augustine Village Green

Adjacent to Municipal Building

430 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ

Help Yourself While You
Help Your Community

Open a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) at the Jewish Community Foundation 

• Take an immediate tax deduction 

• Recommend grants from your DAF to the charities you choose, in the 
amounts you want through our secure on-line portal

• Enjoy the privacy, simplicity, and convenience of a professionally 
managed fund while JCF handles the administrative duties

• Involve your children and establish a tradition of philanthropy

• Name your DAF after you or your family, or remain anonymous

JCF has lowered the amount required to open a Donor Advised Fund (DAF) 
from $10,000 to $5,000 through December 2018, and lowered the annual fees 
for these new DAFs.

Call a JCF professional at (973) 929-3113 
or email jcf@jfedgmw.org to get started.

Ensuring A Strong Jewish Future Matters

Protests to Continue
Outside Lance’s Office
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Protests were set
to resume Wednesday night (after
press deadline) in front on Rep.
Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) on the pro-
posed Republican health care bill to
replace ObamaCare as well on pro-
posed spending cuts on environmen-
tal programs.

India Hayes Larrier, an organizer
with NJ Citizens Action, said the
Wednesday protests were to resume on
May 24. She said protests oppose the
Republican efforts to replace and re-
peal the Affordability Care Act (ACA),
better known as Obamacare, with a
new bill as approved along party lines
in the House. NJ Citizens Action favors
making changes to ACA rather then
starting over with a new bill.

Ms. Larrier said changes proposed in
the GOP plan to roll back Medicaid
expansion “would leave hundreds of thou-
sands of people at risk” of losing health
insurance coverage in New Jersey.

“We would like to see the Afford-
able Care Act continued,” Ms. Larrier
said.

Regarding the May 16 protest, she
said it was billed as a “Stakeholders
for Truth” protest on investigating
possible interference by Russia in
last year’s Presidential election and if
there were any links between Russia
and President Donald Trump and his
administration. The protest was held
prior to the Justice Department nam-
ing of former FBI director Robert S.
Mueller III as special counsel to con-
duct the probe. He served in under
both the administrations of Presidents
George W. Bush and Barack Obama.

“We are happy with anything that is
going to get at the truth. That is para-
mount,” Ms. Larrier told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood-Times regarding Mr.
Mueller’s appointment. She said Citi-
zens’ Action favors anyone who is
“not a Trump yes man...and not afraid
to stand up to him.” She said “(that) is
what we had under (former FBI di-
rector) James Comey” who was fired
by President Trump.

In a statement, Mr. Lance’s Press
Secretary John Byers said, “Congress-
man Lance believes Mr. Mueller is an
excellent addition to the independent
Department of Justice investigation
which is already underway. Congress-
man Lance was the first lawmaker to
suggest Attorney General (Jeff) Ses-
sions recuse himself from that inves-
tigation to make sure it was com-
pletely independent and handled by
career investigators at the DOJ (De-
partment of Justice). Congressman
Lance also supports the two biparti-
san investigations in the U.S. House
and U.S. Senate Intelligence Com-
mittees.”

Following his appointment on
Wednesday, Mr. Lance said Mr.
Mueller is “respected on both sides of
the aisle, which should inspire bipar-
tisan confidence in the ongoing in-
vestigation. There can no interrup-
tion in getting to the truth. The Ameri-
can people deserve answers on Rus-
sia as soon as a thorough investiga-
tion can be completed.”

The May 16 protests included ac-
tivists Westfield 2020, what Ms.
Larrier described as a grassroots or-
ganization. Also involved were NJ 7
Forward and Indivisible
Lambertville-New Hope, the latter
defined as “an educational and advo-
cacy organization concerned with is-
sues facing the Affordable Care Act,
environment, education, equality, and
of causes specific to New Jersey and
Pennsylvania.”

New Report: Women Hold
Two-Thirds of Student Debt
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The

American Association of University
Women (AAUW) will release a new
research report Deeper in Debt:
Women and Student Loans on
Wednesday, May 24 (after press dead-
line for this newspaper). The report
makes clear the disproportionate ef-
fect that student debt has on women
in the United States.

The report estimates that women
hold almost two-thirds ($833 billion)
of the country’s $1.3-trillion student
debt, compared to the $477 billion
that men hold. More than half of
graduating U.S. college students have
financed some or all of their educa-
tion with student loans, and quite

often those with the scarcest resources
bear the most debt. The student debt
burden hits women, especially His-
panic and black women, dispropor-
tionately hard: Women on average
take on greater student loans than
men do and have a harder time repay-
ing those loans due to the gender pay
gap.

Featured on this press call will be
AAUW experts who will break down
the report methodology and expand
upon recommendations for how the
country can respond to the current
student debt dilemma. A woman
graduate will also be on the call to
share her story about her student debt
burden.

Gene Jannotti Awarded
Regent Scholarship

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Institute
for Organization Management, the
professional development program of
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foun-
dation, has announced that Gene
Jannotti, executive director of the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC), has been
awarded, for the second year in a row,
a Regent Scholarship. Given to pro-
fessionals across the country, the Re-
gent Scholarships recognize each re-
cipient for their involvement in in-
dustry professional organizations,
community service, and professional
background.

Each of the Regent Scholarship
recipients will attend one of Institute’s
five sites. At the completion of the
four-year curriculum, each of the re-
cipients will receive the IOM gradu-
ate recognition, signifying comple-
tion of 96 hours of course instruction
in nonprofit management and their
commitment to the industry. In addi-
tion, all credit hours earned through
Institute may be applied toward the
Certified Chamber Executive (CCE)
or Certified Association Executive
(CAE) industry certification. Nearly
1,000 individuals attend Institute an-
nually.

Sample Ballots Now on
Clerk’s Elections Website

COUNTY – Sample ballots for the
Tuesday, June 6 Primary Election are
now available on the Union County
Votes mobile app for Apple and An-
droid devices, and on the County
Clerk’s election website at
unioncountyvotes.com.

Any registered voter can cast their
vote early for any reason, by using a
Vote-By-Mail ballot. Voters should
allow three to five business days to
mail their ballot back in time to be
counted on Primary Day. The dead-
line for requesting a Vote-By-Mail
ballot by mail is Wednesday, May 30.
Voters can obtain a Vote-By-Mail bal-
lot in person by visiting the County

Clerk’s Main Office in Elizabeth or
the Annex in Westfield up until 3 p.m.
on Monday, June 5.

Voters who obtain their Vote-by-
Mail ballot in person can also use
the County Clerk’s One-Stop ser-
vice to fill out their ballot and cast
it in a secure collection box, all in
the same visit. Under a new state
law, voters who opt to use the One-
Stop service will need to show a
New Jersey driver’s license or other
New Jersey photo ID. For details on
all County Clerk election services,
call (908) 527-4996 or download
the free app or  visit
unioncountyvotes.com.

GROUNDBREAKING...A groundbreaking was held Saturday for Lightbridge
Academy, the former Sun Tavern site at 15 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
franchise business is owned by the Ajwani family of Fanwood. Lightbridge will
be a daycare center accommodating an estimated 180 children. Estimated comple-
tion is fall of this year. Mayor Colleen Mahr and Borough Council members Jack
Molenaar, Kathy Mitchell and Tom Kranz were on hand along with Union
County Freeholder Al Mirabella and Lightbridge corporate officials.

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

Planning Board Approves
Affordable Housing Agent
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board last Wednesday approved an
ordinance the township committee
is to propose that will designate Com-
munity Grants Planning and Hous-
ing LLC (CGPH) as an administra-
tive agent to monitor “renovations
for housing for use as affordable
housing,” Board Chairwoman
Kathleen Murray said.

According to the CGPH website,
the company provides “comprehen-
sive administrative agent services
including virtually all types of af-
fordable housing mechanisms in-
cluding family units, age restricted
units, rental and owner projects, and
manufactured homes.”

“Our in-house affordable housing
planning expertise ensures that all
units are administered in a manner
that maximizes the credits available
to municipalities,” according to the
website.

The comprehensive affordable-
housing services provided by CGPH
include: affirmative marketing; in-
come qualifying applicants; foreclo-
sure prevention; enforcement activi-
ties; pricing of affordable units; mar-
ket-to-affordable programs; acces-
sory apartment programs;
affordability assistance programs;
COAH monitoring; affordable-hous-
ing ordinances; operating manuals
and deed restrictions.

In other business, the board tabled
a Riverside Drive application.

The board approved, by a 6-to-0
vote, a variance application for Na-
tional Christmas Products, doing
business as National Tree Company,
at 70 Jackson Drive. The property is
to be renovated from an office build-
ing to a warehouse for about three-
quarters of the building. The remain-
der of the building will continue be-
ing occupied by two tenants.

The company was using 2 Com-
merce Drive as its fulfillment center,
but is planning to move the ware-
house to 70 Jackson Drive and retain
2 Commerce Drive as offices for the
business, said Joe Puleo, president
of National Tree Company.

The applicant was approved to
make a loading area in the front of
the building, where currently there
are picture windows. Those windows
were at one time used as loading
docks, architect Chris Szymcak said.

The applicant said about five to
six trucks a day, Monday through
Friday, during business hours, typi-
cally visit the site, and can increase
in November and December to eight.

The building and lot coverage are
over the currently allowable cover-
age, said Michael Lanzafama, of
Casey and Keller, a land surveyor
and professional planner. The im-
pervious surface would be reduced
by 2 percent, he said.

To create a buffer on the frontage,
the applicant is proposing to plant
60 to 80 green giant arborvitae trees
planted at eight to 10 feet high, Mr.
Lanzafama said. Also, deciduous
trees — four white oaks and two red
maples — would be planted on the
property.

There is some flooding on site,
and currently there is a stormwater
management basin, which the appli-
cant proposes to connect to new catch
basins that would direct rainwater to
the current retention facility, Mr.
Lanzafama said.

A refuse container is to be re-
moved to a location that is further
away from a residential area than
where it is now, Mr. Lanzafama said.

Bruce Jacob, a resident of Linden,
whose backyard abuts 70 Jackson
Drive, on the east side of the prop-
erty, complained about trash, noise
and poor maintenance of the buffer
area. He said the previous owner did
not maintain trees on the buffer area
where the properties abut and the
trees died.

Currently on the property line a
dumpster is located in that area,
which he said has garbage overflow-
ing, adding that “trash blows over”
into his yard.

He asked that the garbage hauler
hours be enforced, and that new trees
be planted and maintained.

Mr. Puleo said he has hired a land-
scaper and has “spent thousands of
dollars” to clean up the area in ques-
tion. “I agree we will maintain that
side of the building,” he said.

The other variance was to install
concrete curbing where the ordinance
requires granite curbing. The entire
site currently has concrete curbing,
Mr. Lanzafama said, and in his opin-
ion he would rather match the exist-
ing curbing on the site.

The board asked to have granite
block along the frontage since the
entire section would be replaced.
The board said it was amenable to
continue with concrete in other sec-
tions where it would be replaced
piecemeal.
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Prices effective:
May 24 thru 
June 6, 2017

ALL STORES 
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective 5/24 - 6/6. We reserve the right
to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits
Debit
Cards

FOXHOLLOW
ALL TYPES 599

Kim  
Crawford
Spy 
Valley

Brightlands

1399

1299

1199

NEW ZEALAND
Sauvignon Blanc

Rosé
Château 
D’Esclans
WHISPERING ANGEL 1799
Fleur 
de Mer 1499

Sacha 
Lichine 999

Jean Luc
Columbo 999

CupCake
Rosé 899

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

      SANDSTONE

•  Merlot

Wente
      SOUTHERN HILLS

•  Cabernet  
Sauvignon 

1399
      MORNING FOG

• Chardonnay 
      LOUIS MEL

•  Sauvignon Blanc 1399

750 ML

750 ML

Mione�o
Brut Prosecco 

1299

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Dom
Perignon ................................14999

Ruffino Prosecco
OR SPARKLING ROSÉ ..............................1199

Mumm Napa
ALL TYPES ............................................1999

La Marca
Prosecco ....................................1399

Moet & Chandon
IMPERIAL NV ........................................3999

750 ML

Cupcake
EXCEPT PROSECCO & MOSCATO 899

750 ML

Marlo
ALL TYPES 1099

750 ML

Clos Du Bois
SONOMA, ALL TYPES 999

750 ML

Mark West
PINOT NOIR & CHARDONNAY 999

750 ML

Apothic
ALL TYPES, EXCLUDES INFERNO 999

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

Pinot Noir

1399
750 ML

Chardonnay
Sauvignon 

Blanc

1199
750 ML

Visit us online at...
shoprite.com/

winesandspirits

5-LTR. BOX

• WORLD CLASSICS 
CABERNET, CHARDONNAY 
MERLOT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1799 Papi

ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

Papi
Sangria

799
1.5 L

Jacobs
Creek

ALL TYPES

1199
1.5 L

Concha
Y Toro

FRONTERA, ALL TYPES

899
1.5 L

Yago Sant’Gria
                       1499

   3L

Zucco�i      699
1.5 L

SPECTACULAR

Savings
on SUPER SIZES

ALL TYPES

Franzia

• HOUSE WINE 
FAVORITES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1399

Barefoot
Cellars

ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

Cavit
Pinot Grigio

1399
1.5 L

ShopRiteWines &  Spirits
Memorial Day 

entertaining

Tito’s 
Vodka

2999
1.75 L

Jack Daniels  
Fire, Honey or Black

4499
1.75 L

Absolut
Vodka
REG. 80 PROOF

2999
1.75 L

Gordon’s
Gin

1999
1.75 L

Hendrick’s
Gin

3499
750 ML

Tanqueray
Gin

3499
1.75 L

Ciroc
Vodka 80

AND FLAVORS

2999

1800 Tequila
REPOSADO, SILVER,

OR COCONUT

3999
1.75 L750 ML

Fireball
Cinnamon

Whisky

2799
1.75 L

Captain
Morgan

Spiced Rum

2599
1.75 L

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

    24 25 26 27 
 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
 4 5 6    

MAY/JUNE 2017

Svedka Vodka 
Reg. 80 Proof 1999

1.75L
OR 

FLAVORS

Please Check 
Store for 

Holiday Hours

1.75L

Cruzan
LT./DK. OR
FLAVORS
SHOPRITE
SALE PRICE 1799

-500MFR MAIL-IN
REBATE

Final Cost

AFTER MFR
MAIL-IN RE-

BATE
1299

Dewars
Scotch

3299
1.75 L

Josh Cellars
MERLOT  
LEGACY

CARBERNET  
SAUVIGNON

1299

1299
750 ML

     ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

•Westfield
     333 South Ave.
     (908) 232-8700

     ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

•Caldwell
     478 Bloomfield Ave.
     (973) 226-8400

     Located inside the ShopRite of

•Parsippany
     808 Route 46 West
     (973) 335-2625

For Your
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
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Letters to
the Editor

Does Raritan Valley
Line Hold Glitter?

Regarding the figures of the One-
Seat Ride, it is true that the Raritan
Valley Line (RVL) is 10 percent of
New Jersey Transit’s (NJT) ridership
for the last few years. Yet, NJT desti-
nation figures as of the end of 2014
were: 41 percent NY Penn, 48 per-
cent Newark Penn, 1 percent Hoboken
and 10 percent local stations.

Considering the present taxes and
the mandated re-evaluations, does the
increase in property values still hold
it glitter?

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

It Takes The Efforts of Many to Make
Garwood A Successful Downtown

Thanks to Westfield Community for
Success of 44th Friends Book Sale

We would like to thank the commu-
nity for making our 44th annual Spring
Book Sale a success. With the help of
the Westfield Department of Public
Works and the Board of Education,
we were able to set up the bookcases
and tables needed to display over
30,000 books, CD’s, and DVD’s.
Trader Joe’s, Kings, Costco, and
ShopRite provided boxes and bags
that were used to organize items and
hold purchases. We thank the
Giordano Company for picking up
more than 100 boxes of recycled
materials.

Over 150 volunteers worked more
than 1,200 hours, serving as sorters
and organizers prior to and during the
sale, and sales assistants and cashiers
during the sale. Several members
worked many hours reaching out to
the community to distribute flyers
and solicit volunteers. Many more
prepared the library’s community
room for the sale; others trimmed

boxes for sorting and recycling. In
addition to our Friends community,
volunteer support came from many
groups, including the Westfield High
School Key Club, students from Se-
ton Hall Prep, and the Girl Scouts.
Over 500 people brought us books,
CD’s, and DVD’s. Several who came
to drop off donations stayed to help.
To all of you who were part of this
endeavor, we extend a big “thank
you.”

The proceeds raised by this sale
provide unrestricted funding to our
library, underwrite the popular mu-
seum pass program, and provide spe-
cial children’s and adults’ library pro-
grams. We encourage all Westfield
residents to become members of the
Friends, patronize our programs, and
support our annual sale —as volun-
teers, donors, or shoppers.

Cindy Colicchio, Christine Mason
Friends of the Westfield Library

If you’ve driven around Garwood
recently, you might have noticed the
new banners being hung on the
borough’s street lamps. While en-
joyed by all, it is often overlooked
that even seemingly small improve-
ments like this take the commitment
and resources of many. With that, I’d
like to publicly acknowledge all those
that helped make these new banners a
reality.

First, I would like to thank the all-
volunteer Garwood Celebrations
Committee for selecting the final cus-
tom designs and for all they do to
bring our community together.

A big thank you also to the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce for its annual donations back
to Garwood in support of the Garwood
Rocks Street Fair, in part which al-
lowed us to fund these banners. In
particular, I’d like to thank Garwood’s
Business and Industry Liaison, Carol
Kearney, who always works hard to
ensure this event is a success and for
all she does to make our town a great
place to grow or build a business. I
hope to see many at this year’s
Garwood Rocks on Sunday, June 4,
which will run along Center Street
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Finally, thank you to the Garwood
Department of Public Works for in-
stalling the new banners, for their
diligence in rotating them seasonally,
and for all they do all year round to
maintain our town.

Right now, the banners hanging
along the borough’s thoroughfares
include “Shop Garwood” and
“Garwood Honors GPD, GFD,
GFAS.” This winter, we hope all will
enjoy our new snowflake banners.

Over 200 businesses have chosen
to establish themselves in our great
borough and as such the “Shop
Garwood” banner is a great way to
celebrate the strong relationship that
Garwood has between its residents,
businesses, and local government.
This relationship is further fostered
by our very active Chamber of Com-
merce.

In Garwood, we take exceptional
pride in our top-notch police depart-
ment and our volunteer fire depart-
ment and first aid squad. I’m thrilled
anytime we are able show gratitude
for their service and proud that we
can do so with these banners.

Whether it be sprucing up our down-
town with new banners or sustaining
a vibrant town that it safe to live,
shop, and work, it takes the efforts of
many – it takes the efforts of a com-
munity. A great big thank you to all
that make that possible in Garwood.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Council President

Memorial Day Calls Upon Us
To Remember Nation’s Fallen

On Monday America will honor and remember her
fallen military members from all wars with Memo-
rial Day ceremonies, parades and other commemo-
rative events. Each year, especially with troops still
engaged in battle, we are reminded anew of the
heroism, the dedication and the sacrifices our armed
forces have made since the birth of our nation.

Memorial Day also offers us another opportunity
to reflect on the contributions that our own commu-
nities have made during conflicts in which the fate of
whole nations, populations, or indeed the entire
world itself, hung in the balance.

One hundred years ago this year the United States
entered World War I, and among those who an-
swered the call to serve were residents of  Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Cranford and neighboring towns. Just
a little more than 20 years later, sons and daughters
from these same towns joined the ranks of America’s
“Greatest Generation,” whose valor in World War II
literally wrested the world from unimaginable tyr-
anny.

Through the Korean War, Vietnam War and subse-
quent conflicts in the Middle East, Afghanistan and
elsewhere, right up through the present day, resi-
dents of our area have continued to risk and given
their lives for their country. Through their courage
and altruism, they have carried on a legacy that
began with the American colonists who forged an
independent nation more than 240 years ago.

We encourage everyone who is able to do so to

attend the multiple Memorial Day events scheduled
this weekend, including ceremonies and parades
being held on Monday in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford and Clark, as
well as a service in Garwood. Additionally, a Memo-
rial Day concert will take place this Sunday begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. at the Alan Augustine Village
Green adjacent to the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing on Park Avenue.

Our local parades will feature as their grand
marshals veterans from various generations. Viet-
nam veteran Peter Braun is Westfield’s honoree,
while Elio “Leo” Corradi, who also served in
Vietnam, will hold the title in Mountainside. Ad-
ditionally, a special proclamation will be issued
during Mountainside’s commemoration honoring
William Tomko, a Navy veteran of World War II
and a participant in several key campaigns, in-
cluding the D-Day invasion at Normandy. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood parade will have as co-
grand marshals World War II veterans Joseph
Nagy, Edward Miller and the late Alan Ebersole.
Cranford has named as its grand marshal Army
and D-Day veteran Peter Klein.

We especially hope that families with children
will turn out for these events — so they may see these
real-life heroes living in their midst — and that
people of all ages will come to know about those
from their communities lost in war but who live on
in memory and the freedoms we enjoy today.

It Took Mountain Biking to
Cause Divide Among Freeholders

After nearly a year of discussion the Union County
Freeholders last week opted not to proceed with a
plan to add 13.5 miles of mountain bike trails in the
2,100-acre Watchung Reservation. While the bikers
were obviously disappointed, the manner in which
the speakers conducted themselves was respectful
given the rhetoric in recent months on social media.

Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen, in our view,
did an excellent job of settling the riles right from the
start of the meeting. With the 125-seat room at fire
code capacity, he reduced the speaking time from the
normal five minutes to three minutes, had a second
podium added and allowed speakers only one oppor-
tunity to express their views on any agenda item or
topic to ensure everyone had the opportunity to have
their voice heard.

Throughout the evening a number of speakers said
they were happy to compromise on the trails plan. In
our view, the board should have had environmental
impact and engineering studies completed in order
to take a better look at where the trails were to be
located. Freeholder Bergen clearly did a lot of re-
search before reaching his decision to oppose the

trails.
It is funny that it took an issue like mountain biking

to produce one of the closest votes for the all-
Democratic Freeholder Board in years. Also, with
all the comments on the trails, no one mentioned the
$9-million construction contract the board approved
to build a 21,000-square-foot clubhouse at Ash Brook
Golf Course in Scotch Plains. That follows the
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the revamped Watchung
Skating Center, now called the Watchung Sports
Center, a year-round venue for skating, baseball,
softball, soccer and lacrosse.

The mountain biking trails issue became too heated.
But in the end, the bikers had to prove this activity
was needed in the reservation, a passive park. They
did not make their case. Is there another park in the
county suitable for mountain bikes? We don’t be-
lieve there is, especially with the terrain the reserva-
tion offers.

Perhaps the plan can be revisited in the future with
mayors, homeowners near the reservation, and envi-
ronmental groups sitting on a committee established
by the freeholders to develop a less invasive plan.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ptarmic – Causing to sneeze
2. Dawpate – A simpleton; a fool
3. Tellural – Pertaining to the earth
4. Gobbet – A chunk of raw flesh

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BURKING
1. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
2. Pointing out with the finger
3. Causing extreme fear, trembling or

quivering
4. Causing a person or persons to get

enraged; a taunting
SIMAGRE

1. Stern; rigid
2. A grimace
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. An early stage or beginning

BUCCAL
1. Full of life; very lively
2. Living the life of a hermit
3. Petaining to the cheek or mouth
4. Desolate; barren

BLOTTO
1. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions
2. Very pale or faded
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Very drunk; unconscious because of

drinking too much

Commentary: Does NJ Sour Grapes Law
Stifle Voters, Enhance Political Party Grip?
New Jersey’s Primary Election is

coming up on Tuesday, June 6. The
biggest race on the ballot is that to
elect nominees from the Democratic
and Republican Parties to run to re-
place Governor Chris Christie, who
has reached his two consecutive term
limit.

Running on the Democratic side
are Philip Murphy, Jim Johnson, state
Senator Ray Lesniak, Mark Zinna,
William Brennan and state Assem-
blyman John Wisniewski. Republi-
can candidates are Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kim Guadagno, Assemblyman
Jack Ciattarelli, Hirsh Singh, Steven
Rogers and Joseph Rullo.

The only local race with a competi-
tive Primary is that on the Demo-
cratic side for county sheriff, where
former Hillside police officer Peter
Corvelli, currently employed in the
administration of the county’s cor-
rections department, is being chal-
lenged by retired sheriff’s office cap-
tain Gail Smith Alexander.

The question is, can a candidate

who loses a Primary run in the Gen-
eral Election for the same office? And
the simple answer is no. New Jersey
is one of those states that has a sore
loser’s, or sour grapes, law on the
books that prevents a candidate from
changing parties and running again in
the fall as what happened in the 2005
Plainfield race when the Democratic
Party gave the party line to then board
of education member Sharon
Robinson-Briggs over incumbent
mayor Al McWilliams, as reported
on the Plainfield Plaintalker blog.

Mayor McWilliams, who lost his
reelection bid by 325 votes in the
Primary, went to court to run as a
Republican. He won an initial victory
in state Superior Court, but an appel-
late court panel overturned the deci-
sion and the state Supreme Court
declined to hear the case; thus Mr.
McWilliams was not allowed to run
for mayor in November because he
ran in the Primary.

The New York Times reported that
in 1998 when Carl Meyer lost the

Democratic 12th Congressional Pri-
mary race to Rush Holt, he opted to
switch his party affiliation to the Green
Party and run for Congress in the
neighboring 6th District against in-
cumbent Rep. Frank Pallone. The
Republican Party candidate that year
was Mike Ferguson, who would later
replace Bob Franks in the 7th Dis-
trict. But at the time both Democrats
and Republicans fought Mr. Meyer’s
effort, believing his candidacy would
take votes away from their candi-
dates. In the end, Mr. Meyer was
allowed to run in the 6th District
following a Superior Court ruling. He
wound up garnering 1,291 tallies in
the race with Mr. Pallone, who was
elected with 78,502 votes; Mr.
Ferguson received 55,180 votes.

Based on sour grapes law, it does
not appear that any of the candidates
on the Primary ballot for governor
can run for this office in November.
Also, the deadline to run as an inde-
pendent candidate for state, county
and municipal offices is on June 6!

Negative View of Police Must End
Or More Officers Will Be Killed

In my youth, I had not one ounce of
respect for law enforcement. I had con-
sidered police officers nothing more than
bullies with badges. I also considered
then no worse than the criminals that they
have encountered and arrested. This was
especially true in my hometown of
Kenilworth. I regarded the police officers
there as nothing more than egomaniacs
with inferiority complexes who did not
serve the town, but engaged in smear
campaigns against it citizens to feel good
about themselves. As the years passed,
and more was revealed, I realized that a
great majority of police officers were not
like those that I have encountered. A
majority of them were decent human be-
ings trying to do a difficult job in difficult
circumstances. That job has been made
ever more challenging and dangerous at
this time.

According to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s Assailant Studies, there
were as many as 50 police officers who
died in the line of duty last year. While
most who were charged with the attacks
wanted to avoid being arrested, a whop-

ping 28 percent actively hated the police
and desired to take them out permanently.
What is worse, this anti-cop climate is
being fueled by groups such as “Black
Lives Matter,” pandering politicians, and
the mainstream press presenting unbal-
anced reporting.

Because of all this, it has created an
environment where, the study suggests,
“law enforcement officials believe that
defiance by assailants toward law en-
forcement appears to be the new norm”
and that enforcing law and order “consti-
tutes racial oppression.”

In the 1970s, the Black Liberation Army
went on a killing spree killing officers in
New York. This was done to advance an
ideology and a narrative. Pandering poli-
ticians, along with the “Black Lives Mat-
ter” crew, with the help of the mainstream
press are picking up where the B.L.A left
off. This must end or more officers will be
killed for the sole reason that they wear
blue.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

FREEDOM
ISN’T FREE
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The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, meditation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Mountain Biker Disagrees With
Freeholder Plan Chosen on Watchung

Rec. Dept. Thanks ‘Run The Park’
Participants, Volunteers, Sponsors

Rep. Lance (NJ-07) Announces White
House Internship Application Open

Nutshell Primary Election June 6,
General Election Nov. 7, 2017

As of December 31, 2016 there
were 5,836,592 registered voters in
New Jersey including 2,520,657 un-
affiliated; 2,081,625 Democrats and
1,215,93 Republicans. There were a
total of 331,071 registered voters in
Union County including 147,428
Democrats; 134,109 unaffiliated and
48,484 Republicans.

The largest contingent of voters
has 0 elected officials. The NJ Senate
has 40 Senators, who are elected in a
"2-4-4" cycle, representing districts
with average populations of 210,359
(2000 figures). There are 24 Dem
Senators, 16 GOP Senators and zero
(0) Unaffiliated.

The NJ Assembly has 80 members.
Two members are elected from each
of New Jersey's 40 legislative dis-
tricts for a term of two years, each
representing districts with average
populations of 210,359.; 52 are Dems;
28 are GOP; zero (0) Unaffiliated.
Local Officials Terms Up In 2017
State Senate and Assembly (all are up
statewide)
State Senate District 21: No Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Election in
Nov to pit incumbent Thomas Kean,
Jr. (R), Westfield; Jill Lazare (D),
Summit
State Assembly District 21: No Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Election in
Nov to pit incumbents (R) Jon
Bramnick, Westfield and Nancy
Munoz, Summit versus David Barnett
(D), Springfield; Lacey Rzeszowski
(D), Summit
State Senate District 22: No Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Election in
Nov to pit incumbent (D) Nicholas
Scutari versus (R) Joseph Bonilla (R),
Clark
State Assembly District 22: (D) Pri-
mary Election Challenge; Jerry Green,
Plainfield; James Kennedy, Rahway;
Paul Alirangues, North Plainfield;
Election in Nov. to pit best two Dems
from Primary Mr. Green; Mr.
Kennedy or Mr. Alirangues versus
(R) Richard Fortunato, Scotch Plains
and John Quattrocchi, Clark
Union County Freeholders :(3 of 9

seats); Freeholder Candidates (Vote
for 3, each 3 yrs., nine member board)
DEM Angel Estrada, Eliz.; Christo-
pher Hudak, Linden; Angela
Garretson, Hillside; GOP Patricia
Quattrocchi, Clark; P. Mark Martini,
Westfield, Peter Lijoi, Summit
Union County Sheriff: DEM Peter
Corvelli, Kenilworth; DEM Gail
Smith Alexander, Plainfield; GOP
Marc Krauss, Springfield
Westfield Town: incumbent Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky (R) seeks re-elec-
tion challenged by newcomer, may-
oral candidate Michelle Brindle (D)
WF Ward 1 Council incumbent  Sam
Della Fera (R) seeks re-election chal-
lenged by newcomer candidate Linda
Habgood (D)
WF Ward 2 Council newcomer
James Corcoran (R) is challenged by
newcomer Michael Dardia (D)
WF Ward 3 Council incumbent
David Oliveira (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candidate
David Contract (D)
WF Ward 4 Council incumbent
Keith Loughlin (R) seeks re-election
challenged by newcomer candidate
Dawn Mackey (D)
Mountainside Borough Council (2
of 6 seats up); Deanna Andre (R) and
Keith Turner (R); no D's filed.
Cranford Township Committee (2
of 6 seats up); (D) Patrick Giblin and
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve; (R) Andis
Kalnins and Richard Buontempo.
Fanwood Borough Council (2 of 6
seats up); (D) Russell Huegel and
Anthony Carter; (R) Brian Walter.
Garwood Borough Council (2 of 6
seats up); (D) Sara Todisco and Russ
Graham;  (R) Richard McCormack
and Michael Collings.

School Boards of Educations con-
sume 60-65% of property taxes plus
33% of the state budget; further, pen-
sions are $50 billion unfunded. The
State budget 2017 will be about $35
billion (To be set July 1, 2017).

School Boards candidates file by
July 31; (including Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood).

On May 18, the Freeholders voted to
remove bike trails from the Watchung
Master Plan even though the vast major-
ity of speakers, including Mayors Radest
and Mirabelli, pled for compromise.
Chairman Bergen flip-flopped on his
agenda reading a lengthy dissertation
outlining his reasons. “I am absolutely
convinced that there is already too in-
tense a use of this valuable piece of
property.”

Does he have usage counts or empiri-
cal evidence? Users of the park claim
that it’s underutilized, even on week-
ends. Has the Chairman ever been on the
trails? He would notice that most visi-
tors stay within 100 yards of the (rarely
full) parking lots and the center is mostly
empty.

“Lewis Morris County Park ... the
ratio is 183. That is based upon a total
acreage of 2,200 acres and 12 miles of
trails. Compare that to Watchung Reser-
vation which has 2,100 acres and al-
ready has 45 miles of existing trails, and
you get a ratio of 47.”

Where did the Chairman get his facts?
Lewis Morris Park is half the size of
Watchung at 1,153 acres bringing the
actual ratio to 96. Why not use a more
accurate comparison like Wissahickon
Park? It’s much more like Watchung in
size and scope, differing in population.
Watchung has 77,000 residents and
Wissahickon has 197,000 residents in
towns bordering the park, a staggering
139 percent more.

“... that I must conclude that mountain
biking will in fact do environmental
damage to the park, which could be
rather substantial.”

What is he referring to that led him to
this conclusion? There are literally hun-
dreds of studies by engineers, architects,
universities and non-profits that prove
that bike tires do no more damage than
boots. Even the articles that coincide
with his opinion (mostly dated prior to
2000) maintain any damage is due to
poor trail design and construction.

“Even if a majority of riders comply
with the rules, a few ‘bad apples,’ ... can
do a lot of damage, very quickly.”

There is evidence within Watchung
that shows damage caused by “bad
apples” hikers, including but not limited
to spray painting swastikas, littering beer
cans and fast food wrappers, destroying
bridges, widening pathways, walking
off trails creating new ones and permit-
ting off-leash dogs to splash throughout
the wetlands. According to his logic,
hiking should also be banned.

The damage is also exacerbated by
the all-terrain vehicle officers that he’s
consequently ordered to patrol the park.

“Based upon the demographics of
those who have come to our meetings
and spoken on the internet … this is a
sport for mostly men, who are interested
in riding fast. I find the web sites and
video’s talking about STRAVA and its
competitions right here in the Reserva-
tion, to be disturbing.”

I have supplied the Chairman with
facts related to mountain bike sales in
Union County. Mountain bikes account
for 56 percent of our bike sales and 75
percent of those are children’s. The facts
are that mountain biking is a family
sport. The Chairman ignores that plan
calling for 80 percent-90 percent begin-
ner to intermediate bike trails for family
use.

He referred to a STRAVA post from
February 24, 2015 where he points out a
speed of 24.8 mph. This was reached on
a downhill paved section of Baltustrol
Road. It is incorrect to say that it hap-
pened on the trails.

“I do not disagree with the mountain
bikers who argue that Union County
should offer as many diverse recreational
opportunities to our residents as we can.
BUT … Union County does not offer
any place for downhill skiing within the
county”

This reference to downhill skiing is a
false equivalence. Cross country skiing
is permitted in Watchung and in other
parks within Union County. The bike
trails are cross country trails, not down-
hill trails. This isn’t a Red Bull video.
These are bike paths designed for family
usage.

“I support the expansion of street bike
paths, be they along roadways or other-
wise”

If the Chairman cites STAVA speed as
a reason to ban bike trails, why doesn’t
that same logic apply to seek banning
paved bicycle paths? Environmentally,
how does a paved (with oil) pathway
have less negative environmental im-
pact than a simple dirt trail?

Chairman Bergen is a representative
of and was elected by the people of
Union County. The will of the people is
to find compromise on the subject of
adding bike trails to Watchung. That
compromise is probably shared trails.

Thomas Dunn, Hilltop Bicycles
Cranford

Sunday, May 21, was a beautiful day
for our 2017 annual road race “Run The
Park.” We had over 250 happy runners
and spectators that came out to partici-
pate. It was another great recreation de-
partment family event.

Prizes were awarded to the top finish-
ers of the 5K and the top 3 of each age
group, and medals were given to all 1-
Mile Fun Run participants. Westfield
was represented at this year’s race. The
following area residents held their own:
Congratulations to Conor Krueger who
won the 5K with a time of 17:54 beating
his 2016 time of 19:44. Jason Martin
came in second with a time of 19:34
beating his 2016 time as well. Michael
Burke was third place with a time of
19:37. Tara Jablonski of Westfield won
overall female with a time of 21:24.
Elizabeth Bielen, age 14, was second
female with a time of 22:18 and Jessica
Humphreys in at 23:20. Eli Wirthshafter,
age 20, came in first in the 1-Mile with a
6:12 time, with Jimmy Gildea, age 11,
coming in second place with a time of
6:43. Katie Sun, age 11, with a time
7:56. Everyone did a wonderful job.

The following participants ranked
high in their individual age groups and
received awards on race day: Juan Di-
ego Lara, Maximilianao Lara, Tyler
Parliman, Ally Baker, Morgan Hoch,
Tyree Worobetz, Joseph Brecht, Brenna
Mcnamara, Celeste Scott, Christian
Montalvo, Malcolm Spurlock, Linas
Sausaitis, Patricia Fagan, Ailene
Mcnamara, Lauren Burns, Lou Magrone,
Alex Rosenstein, Fatima Boharquez,
Gajanan Chalke, Rachel Walsh, Michele
Coyne, Melissa Lane, Paul Fiorilla, Rob-
ert Willsea, Rick Ellsworth, Jeannine
Forbes, Donna Faktor,
JeniferWirtshafter, Arthur Salom, Joe
Wilson, and Martin Harmer. Congratu-
lations to all!

Thanks for your participation. For
detailed race results, please visit
www.RaceNj.com.

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who spon-
sored, volunteered and participated in
our race. This annual event helps raise
money in support of the department’s

year-round programs such as after school
enrichment programs, summer camps,
the popular summer playground pro-
gram, summer concert series and special
events. Thanks to over 250 runners,
family members, and volunteers who
came out to support the recreation de-
partment! We hope this annual event
continues to grow and receive the con-
tinued support of the community. The
department acknowledges the follow-
ing area businesses and organizations
whose kind support helped to enable the
department to run a safe and successful
event: Main Corporate Sponsors: Re-
productive Medicine Associates of New
Jersey, The Max Cure Foundation, Jeff
Brandes of Protuff Tennis, ShopRite of
Garwood, USA Sport Group, Two River
Community Bank, and Performance
Rehabilitation and Regenerative Medi-
cine. Our Supporting Sponsors:
Hershey’s Deli, Jenifit Studios of
Garwood, Westfield Health and Reha-
bilitation, Shovlin Mattress Factory,
Weldon Materials, Nestle Waters, An-
thony James Construction, Twin Boro
Physical Therapy, FMBA Local 30,
Mastracola Plumbing, TC Graphics,
Lord Kobrin Alvarez and Fattell,
Hulafrog, Threads by Donna and
Samantha and The Westfield Running
Company.

In closing, the department would also
like to thank all race participants, the
Westfield Department of Public Works,
Westfield Police Department, the
Westfield Rescue Squad and all of the
special volunteers who took the time to
help on race day! Special thanks to:
Amber Crane, Lauren Harmer, Amanda
Arancio, Rutger Barraza, Isabella
Cuccaro, Anna Cuccaro, Samantha
Colucci, Doug Smith, Travis Smith, Jeff
O’Connor, Larry McDermott, Paul
Checchio, Anthony Mastrocola, Bruce
Kaufmann, Dee Kaufmann, Janice Sileo,
Heather Re, Linda Johnson, Annie
Bergin, Michelle Love and Brian Kastner
Jr. as Zippy the Bee. We could not have
done it without you! Looking forward to
next year.

Traci Kastner, Race Director
Westfield Recr. Depart.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The White
House Internship Program applica-
tion portal will remain open until
11:59 p.m. EDT on June 16, 2017.
Any applications received after the
deadline will not be considered. The
fall 2017 White House Internship Pro-
gram term runs from September 6 to
December 8, 2017. All applicants
must be at least 18 years of age by the
Internship Program start date, and
must be able to commit to the full
internship term to be eligible. Addi-
tionally, applicants must be U.S. citi-
zens and meet at least one of the
following criteria to apply: 1 - Are
currently enrolled in an undergradu-
ate or graduate degree program at a
college, community college, or uni-
versity (two-to-four year institution).
- Have graduated from an undergradu-
ate or graduate degree program at a
college, community college, or uni-
versity (two-to-four year institution)

no more than two years before the
internship program start date.  2 - ·
Are a veteran of the United States
Armed Forces who possesses a high
school diploma or its equivalent and
has served on active duty—for any
length of time—in the two years pre-
ceding the internship program start
date.

The White House Internship Pro-
gram is highly competitive. Appli-
cants are selected based on their dem-
onstrated commitment to public ser-
vice, leadership in the community,
and commitment to the Trump Ad-
ministration. Questions about the
White House Internship Program ap-
plication can be directed to
intern_application@who.eop.gov.
More information, including details
about placement in the White House
Internship Program and frequently
asked questions can be found on the
White House website.

NO CHINA STEEL DUMPING...Model train fans can see the steel mill display
on Saturday, June 10, when The Model Railroad Club, Inc. waives its admission
fee and opens its doors from 1 to 4 p.m. for a public viewing. The nonprofit
Railroad Club’s sprawling HO scale layout is noted throughout the region for
intricate detail and historic portrayal. All ages are welcome. A convenient snack
shop, gift shop and toddler play area are on site at the A. Paul Mallery Model
Railroading Center, located in a mixed-use area of Union County’s Lenape Park
in Union Township under a longstanding arrangement with the Freeholder
Board. For directions and more information, visit ucnj.org/parks-recreation/
model-trains, email info@tmrci.org or call (908) 964-9724 to leave a message.
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CADETTES EARN SILVER...Girl Scout Cadettes from Holy Trinity School’s
Troop No. 40302, Margot Motyczka, Isabela Allen and Martha Byrne,
pictured from left to right, have attained their Girl Scout Silver Award, the
highest award a Cadette can earn. Their project, “Planting the Seeds of
History,” was to research, design and plant a Perennial Victorian Garden on
the grounds of the Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center. Each girl devoted more than 50 hours of service to the
enhancement of this community treasure. They will receive their awards at
the town-wide ceremony today.

Memorial Day Parade Is
On Monday In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The annual
Westfield Memorial Day Parade is
scheduled for Monday, May 29, with
opening ceremonies to begin at 9 a.m.
at the World War I Monument Circle,
located at the North Avenue and East
Broad Street plaza.

Participating organizations march-
ing in the parade are requested to be
at the Lord & Taylor West parking
lot by 8 a.m., where line of march
positions will be assigned.

Opening ceremonies will include
remarks by Allan Betau, commander
of Westfield American Legion Mar-
tin Wallberg Post No. 3. Mr. Betau
will reflect on the 100th anniver-
sary this year of the United States
entering into World War I. Westfield
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky will ex-
press his thoughts on the impor-
tance of Memorial Day. Bob
D’Arecca, chaplain for Post No. 3,
will offer the opening prayer and
benediction.

Kerry Stubbs will sing an a cappella
rendition of “God Bless America.”

Ted Schlosberg from the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts will play
Taps, while Echo Taps will be per-
formed by Dale Beyert, a senior at
Westfield High School. Dale is an
accomplished musician who has been
selected to play in the All Eastern
Band. He will attend the Montclair
Cali School of Music this fall.

Bill Wade, past president of the
Saint Columcille Pipers Band, will
honor veterans by playing his bag-
pipes during the ceremony.

Wreaths will be sponsored by the
American Legion, Legion Auxiliary
and the Sons of the American Le-
gion. Additionally, wreaths will be
sponsored by the Catholic commu-
nity in Westfield and presented by
Father Michael Saporito, pastor of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
and Father Anthony Randazzo, pas-
tor of the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church. Westfield resident Larry
Sheldon is sponsoring a wreath for
the U.S. Coast Guard, which will be
presented by Martha Byrne and
Margo Motyczka. Both are from Girl
Scout Cadette Troop No. 40302.

During the ceremonies, a series of
bell tolls will echo from the bell
tower of the First United Methodist
Church. Jack Panosh, Westfield Bell
Master and town clock curator, will

coordinate the ringing. He also will
ride along the parade route with the
Town Bell.

The gun volleys at the opening
ceremony will be performed by mem-
bers of “The Fighting 69th Regiment
New York State Volunteers.” The 69th
was the first regiment of the famed
Irish Brigade of the Union Army dur-
ing the Civil War. Today, members
use authentic uniforms and equip-
ment to accurately portray the sol-
diers as they were in 1862.

This year’s grand marshal, Peter
Braun, with a contingent of veterans,
will lead the parade. The mayor, town
council, and members of the board of
education and the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce also will
participate in the parade.

Participating this year will be vari-
ous civic groups, including the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.
The Fire Department, Police Depart-
ment, Department of Public Works,
Girl Scouts, Brownies, Boy Scouts
and Cub Scouts will be part of the
Memorial Day tribute as well.

After opening ceremonies, the pa-
rade line of march will be directed
by Barbara Verdic. The parade route
will be north on East Broad Street,
concluding at Fairview Cemetery,
where the American Legion will con-
duct a final ceremony in the Civil
War section.

The Westfield High School Band,
directed by Chris Vitali and Trevor
Sindorf, will play “The Star-Spangled
Banner” and provide music during
the parade. The band is led by drum
majors Michael Hauge and Nadia
Matin. The “Blue Devils” have won
numerous regional, state and national
competitions. The Westfield Com-
munity Band, established in 1912,
will keep the marchers “in step” with
a variety of patriotic music.

The parade committee thanks the
management of Lord & Taylor in
Westfield for allowing them to use
their parking lot to assemble the pa-
rade marchers.

A barbecue at the American Legion
post on the corner of Crossway Place
and North Avenue will follow the
parade. All are welcome.

In the event of poor or questionable
weather on the day of the parade, call
(908) 233-2767 for an outgoing mes-
sage and instructions.

Seabees Veteran to Speak
At Memorial Day Service

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Celebrations Committee invites all
borough residents to this year’s Me-
morial Day service. This annual
event will take place on Monday,
May 29, at noon, at the Columbian
Club, located at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood.

Longtime Garwood resident Gene
Payne will be this year’s guest
speaker. Mr. Payne served with the
U.S. Navy Seabees, a construction
battalion, during World War II. Sta-
tioned in the Mariana Islands in the
South Pacific, Mr. Payne was part

of the workforce that helped build
airstrips in the Pacific. He served
from 1941 to 1945 and left the ser-
vice having achieved the rank of
Gunner Mate, 2nd Class.

Mr. Payne has been awarded many
service medals.

Mayor Charles P. Lombardo also
will deliver a Memorial Day mes-
sage. Monsignor Ron Marczewski
of the Church of St. Anne in
Garwood will give the invocation
and the benediction. After the short
ceremony, hotdogs, chips and soda
will be served. This is a free event.

‘Garwood History Rocks’
Contest to Get Underway

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Historical Committee will host a
“Garwood History Rocks” contest
at the “Garwood Rocks” street fair
on Sunday, June 4, on Center Street
in Garwood. The contest is open to
all residents of Garwood, regard-
less of age.

The committee will hide — in
plain sight — 20 brightly-colored
rocks throughout the borough, on
or about Memorial Day weekend.
Those who happen to find one are
asked to hold onto it until the day
of the “Garwood Rocks” street fair.
They should then bring the rock to
the Garwood Historical Commit-
tee booth at the street fair to claim
a prize.

Finders also will learn informa-
tion about the place printed on the
rock they found. Each rock will
have a specific Garwood location
printed on it that has some history
associated with it. The rocks will
be placed at random, so, for ex-
ample, a rock that has the words
“Garwood Library” painted on it
may or may not be found on the
library grounds. The committee has
asked that participants adhere to
one rock per family.

The Historical Committee hopes
this rock hunt will encourage fami-
lies to walk around the borough as
they search for the rocks, and to
look at the various historical sites
in their community.

ROCK THE BOROUGH...Garwood residents are encouraged to look for
colorful rocks such as these with the names of noteworthy borough sites
printed on them, and to bring them to the “Garwood Rocks” street fair on
Sunday, June 4, where they will receive a prize. Sponsored by the Garwood
Historical Committee, this contest is designed to highlight borough history
in a fun way.

Registration to Begin June 1
For SP Summer Reading

SCOTCH PLAINS — Another
summer reading season is about to
begin at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, during which readers of
all ages will explore many ways to
“Build a Better World.” Registra-
tion for Summer Reading will be-
gin at 9 a.m. on Thursday, June 1.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

As always, summer reading for
children and teens will include two
parts: participants receive prizes
for the time they spend reading and
they also sign up for the activities
and events that interest them.

The season’s programs will kick
off with an all-day Harry Potter
20th Anniversary (HP20) celebra-
tion on Monday, June 26, with reg-
istration for HP20 commencing on
Monday, June 12.

HP20, with programs for all ages,
will begin at 9 a.m. with screenings
of the first two movies, and con-
clude with a 6:30 p.m. party and a
7:30 p.m. live radio-show-style
“Harry Potter” parody presenta-
tion by the actors from Radio Ra-
conteur, complete with theatrical
lighting, costumes, Golden Age
radio equipment and extensive

sound and special effects.
Harry Potter is just the begin-

ning. Summer activities for school-
age children will include perfor-
mances by a magician and other
entertainers, a visit by wild ani-
mals, makers’ activities, story
times, crafts, chess and outdoor
fun. Pre-school youngsters will
have their own Wee Readers pro-
gram. Teen participants will ex-
plore science, art and books. They
can take part in anime and chess
clubs, book discussions, parties and
a special “Escape the Room” event.

Adults can join their children for
several programs, and they also
will have their own art, book dis-
cussions, cooking and film events.

Registration can be done online
or in person. Signup for children’s
and teen activities that require reg-
istration is typically offered one
week in advance; adult registra-
tion is ongoing. Summer reading
calendars will be available on the
Scotch Plains Public Library
website, scotlib.org.

Programs are free of charge and
open to Scotch Plains and Fanwood
library cardholders in good stand-
ing.

Cranford Library to Present
Summer Reading Program

CRANFORD — Families look-
ing to keep their children engaged
in learning over the summer months
are invited to join the Cranford
Public Library’s annual Summer
Reading Program. This year’s
theme is “Build a Better World.”

Children simply track the amount
of time they spend reading or being
read to each day. Once they have
recorded a week’s worth of read-
ing, they stop by the library to
receive a reward. This year’s prizes,
donated by local businesses, in-
clude a cone at Dairy Queen, a
summer of bowling at Linden
Lanes, and tickets to a Somerset
Patriots game. To participate,
youngsters can visit the library’s
Children’s Department in June or
July and register. Upon register-
ing, they will be given a log in
which to record their reading.

In addition to logging reading,
the library runs weekly programs
for children of all ages. Every Mon-
day, at 10:30 a.m., the library will
host an enhanced story time for chil-
dren ages 2 to 5 called “Budding
Builders.” Each story time will fo-
cus on some simple STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and
Math) concepts and will be followed
by an open-ended, hands-on activ-
ity. Children and their caregivers
will have fun learning together at a
pace that works for them.

Elementary-aged children are in-
vited to learn through creation at
“Maker Mondays,” a drop-in pro-
gram that will be held June 26
through July 31 from 3:30 to 5 p.m.
Children ages 6 and older will take
on a new challenge each week.
Youngsters will create stop motion
movies, participate in an egg drop
challenge, play with food and take
part in other creative activities.

The library also will welcome

professional performers each
Wednesday evening for an all-ages
family program. A new entertainer
will visit each week, with programs
featuring musical performances,
live animals and even a traveling
planetarium. This series will be
held in the Audio/Visual Room of
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue, at 7
p.m. Free tickets are available in
the library’s Children’s Department
up to two weeks before each per-
formance.

Each Thursday, at 10:15 a.m.,
the library will present an early
literacy story time for babies and
toddlers ages 3 to 23 months. This
lively story time will feature plenty
of music and movement.

The Summer Reading program
is sponsored by the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library. Enroll-
ment in the program runs from Sat-
urday, June 17, through Friday, July
28, and is open to all Cranford and
Winfield Park residents. For a full
list of summer events, visit the li-
brary or the library’s website,
CranfordLibrary.org. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

Kids’ Used Book Sale
To Be Held at Library
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library’s annual Children’s
Department Used Book Sale will be
held Saturday through Friday, June
17 to 23, during library hours. A wide
variety of gently-used titles will be
available, with paperbacks costing
only 25 cents and hardcover books
priced at 50 cents. An assortment of
puzzles, games and movies will be
offered for similarly low prices. The
library is located at 224 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford.

F-SP Service League Shop
To Stay Open For Summer

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its thrift
shop, located at 1741 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, will remain
open for the summer.

The shop will have all new mer-
chandise in stock to carry custom-
ers through the summer. Home décor
items will be available for those
seeking to create a summertime
look, plus there will be kitchenware
for summer cooking, books for sum-
mer reading, as well as work and
leisure clothing for women and men.

The thrift shop also will have
children’s summer clothing for sale.

Additionally, the shop will offer
gifts for June events such as gradu-
ations, weddings and Father’s Day.

The thrift shop hours are Tuesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
$1.1 million to local causes. Anyone
interested in learning more about the
League or membership is invited to
call (908) 322-5420, visit the website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or speak to any volunteers at the shop.
Interested persons also are invited to
check out the League’s Facebook
page, “Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League,” and give the League a
“Like.”

Donations of new or gently-used,
in-season items are always welcome
during business hours. Items must
be salable. Free parking is available
on the street and in the rear of the
building. Visitors may enter the
parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Blood Drive Is Today
At Clark Squad

CLARK — New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices will host a Community Blood
Drive today, Thursday, May 25, be-
tween 1:30 and 7:30 p.m., at the Clark
Volunteer Emergency Squad, located
at 875 Raritan Road, Clark.

Every donor will receive a $15-off
Jiffy Lube Cranford coupon as a thank
you. To make an appointment, visit
tinyurl.com/ClarkBloodDrives or call
1-(800) 933-2566. Walk-ins also will
be welcome.

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and 

strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our 

area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their 

civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand 

their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many 

merchants look to this background of experience and 

understanding for assistance in reaching their audience 

most effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their 

merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for 

information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience 

and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum 

results from your sales messages.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

The Cleaners are Back – Westwood Cleaners
Since the terrible 2014 Labor Day

fire, Suho and Sunny, the owners of
Westwood Cleaners, have gone
through tough times. Finally, they have
made a comeback! Westwood Clean-
ers has recently been reopened at the
same location – 1004 South Avenue
West, Westfield. Suho said, “We were
longing for coming back to our busi-
ness. Now we are here and thrilled to
see our customers again.” According
to Suho, the newly opened store is

WELCOME BACK...Westwood Cleaners has reopened after a 2014 Labor Day
fire forced it to close for more than two years.

roomier, contemporary and uses an
eco-friendly organic cleaning method.
On-site tailoring is available by Sunny,
Suho’s wife. To celebrate the reopen-
ing of their store, they are offering a
30-percent discount on dry cleaning
and $1.50 for men’s dress shirts. For
more information, call (908) 232-
1956, Westwood Cleaners.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Ms. Walko of Scotch Plains
Among Distinguished Alumni

UNION – M. Ann Walko, Ed.D.,
’60/M.A. ’64 of Scotch Plains, is one
of five Kean University alumni who
were honored with a Distinguished
Alumni Award on April 23 at the
Alumni Association’s annual cer-
emony, held at Kean's North Avenue
Academic Building.

Ms. Walko earned her bachelor’s
degree in elementary education and a
master’s degree in educational lead-
ership at Kean. She prides herself on
being a lifelong learner. Ms. Walko
has called Kean her second home for
more than 50 years as a faculty mem-
ber in the College of Education.

Ms. Walko and the other recipients
of the 2017 Distinguished Alumni
Award share a strong work ethic and
an unwavering commitment to their
communities.

“I am always amazed by the caliber
of our distinguished alumni every
year, and this year was no exception,”
said Kean University President
Dawood Farahi, Ph.D. “They are lead-
ers in business and in their communi-

ties, each serving as shining examples
of the quality education that is of-
fered at Kean.”

The Distinguished Alumni Award
recognizes Kean alumni who have
made significant contributions to so-
ciety, and whose accomplishments,
affiliations and careers have honored
the legacy of excellence at the univer-
sity. Recipients are accomplished in
three distinct areas: professional
achievement and career distinction;
service to society; and service and
support to Kean University. These
areas reflect Kean's core values: ex-
cellence, integrity, leadership, loy-
alty, respect and selfless service.

Among the other Kean University
Distinguished Alumni Award recipi-
ents is George Gilcrest, ’70 of
Mountainside, who received a Kean
bachelor’s degree in secondary so-
cial studies and had a long career as
an educator and youth mentor that
included a Teacher of the Year Award.
He then shifted his focus toward life
as a special agent.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
June Book Club Schedule

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
announced its June Book Clubs
schedule.

The Evening Book Club will
meet on Monday, June 5, at 7 p.m.,
for a discussion of “Miss Jane” by
Brad Watson. In his book, Mr.
Watson explores the life of Miss
Jane Chisolm, born in rural, early
20th-century Mississippi with a
birth defect that would stand in the
way of the central “uses” for a
woman in that time and place. “Miss
Jane” was long listed for the Na-
tional Book Award for Fiction.

The Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, June 20, at 1
p.m., to discuss “My Name is Lucy
Barton” by Elizabeth Strout. Lucy
Barton is recovering slowly from
what should have been a simple

operation. Her mother, to whom
she has not spoken for many years,
comes to see her. Gentle gossip
about people from Lucy’s child-
hood in Amgash, Ill., seems to re-
connect them, but just below the
surface lie the tension and longing
that have informed every aspect of
Lucy’s life: her escape from her
troubled family, her desire to be-
come a writer, her marriage, her
love for her two daughters.

These book clubs are free and
open to the public. For more infor-
mation, go to scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library’s Reference
Desk. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.
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VOICE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior
Tayonna Lee is the recipient of the 2017 Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights
Award presented by the First Congregational Church of Westfield. She is pictured
with, from left, her mother, Zaniah Green; Marc’s sister, Kristal Hardy-Ali, and
Sharilyn Brown, head of the awards committee.

Tayonna Lee Is Recipient Of
Hardy Human Rights Award

WESTFIELD — Tayonna Lee, a
senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, has been named the winner of
this year’s Marc Wesley Hardy Hu-
man Rights Award by the First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield. The
award is given annually to a young
person who has distinguished himself
or herself in the area of human rights.

Tayonna has been an active mem-
ber of the Black Students Union
(BSU) at her high school for four
years. She directed and choreo-
graphed a film depicting some of the
problems faced by minority students
in their school. The video went on to
include conversations around human
rights. She also proposed a large
display of Black History influences
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King’s
holiday and hosted a contest for stu-
dents to answer questions about im-
portant figures in Black History.

Additionally, Tayonna is a member
of the Social Justice Matters group,
which provides a platform for youth
and adults to engage in discussions
and help bridge the generational gap
on social issues. The Social Justice
group and the BSU have partnered to
host two Teen Summits, involving
students of all ethnicities to discuss
topics of community concern.

In addition to her schoolwork and

extracurricular activities, Tayonna
is involved in many community or-
ganizations. She volunteers at an
after-school enrichment program,
provides entertainment at nursing
homes during the holidays, and raises
money for the “Relay for Life” event
for the American Cancer Society.

She has maintained her standing
on the school’s Honor Roll or High
Honor Roll every semester from
ninth to 12th grades. Tayonna plans
to attend Kean College, with hopes
of transferring to the School of Vi-
sual Arts in New York, to pursue a
graphic design degree, working to-
wards her career goal of becoming a
marketing specialist, art director or
commercial designer.

Tayonna received her award, con-
sisting of a check and a certificate,
during the April 30 service of the First
Congregational Church of Westfield.

The Marc Wesley Hardy Human
Rights Award was created in memory
of Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church who was a
talented performer and promising
young student when he lost his life in
a car accident in his senior year at
Westfield High School in 1990.

Westfield Library to Feature
WW I and Music Programs
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, has revealed the
dates for two programs to be held
at the library during the first week
of June.

“New Jersey’s Role in World War
I” will be presented on Thursday,
June 1, at 7 p.m. In honor of the
100th anniversary of the United
States’ entry into World War I, au-
thor and historian Joseph Bilby will
speak about New Jersey’s role in
the “Great War,” from the sacri-
fices made by New Jersey soldiers,
to the contribution of the state’s
industrial might, to Hoboken’s vi-
tal role as the major American em-
barkation point, to sabotage by Ger-
man agents in New Jersey itself.

The Belle Tones musical trio will
perform on Saturday, June 3, at 2
p.m. Often called the Twenty First
Century Andrews Sisters, The Belle
Tones celebrate music’s great girl
groups with class, panache and fun.
They have performed in Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey, New York, Ohio
and West Virginia at fairs, conven-
tions, VFW halls, Veterans Admin-
istration hospitals, state theaters,
country clubs, parades and sport-
ing events such as those featuring
the Philadelphia Phillies and New

York Red Bulls.
The Belle Tones have sung for

radio, age 55-plus residencies, The
Freedoms Foundation in Valley
Forge, and with Joe Piscopo from
“Saturday Night Live.” They sing
and dance their way from the 1920s
to the 1940s and beyond, particu-
larly patriotic songs.

Both programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are encour-
aged to visit the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, and to
click on the “About Us” tab to see if
their library participates. To register
for the upcoming programs, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday. The library will be
closed on Sundays for the summer
beginning May 28. The library also
will be closed Monday, May 29, for
Memorial Day and Friday, June 2,
for a staff education day.

Memorial Day Events Set
In Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— Scotch Plains and Fanwood will
pay tribute during Memorial Day
weekend to those American military
personnel of all wars who made the
ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives
in service to their country. These fallen
heroes will be honored at several
events being held in the two commu-
nities. All are welcome and encour-
aged to attend.

The sixth annual Memorial Day
Concert will take place this Sunday,
May 28, at the Alan Augustine Vil-
lage Green, adjacent to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building at 430 Park
Avenue, beginning at 6:30 p.m. The
Full Count Big Band will play patri-
otic tunes and traditional marches.
The program also will include the
reading of letters written by members
of the United States military to their
loved ones back home.

On Monday, May 29, observances
will begin with a memorial service at
8 a.m. at American Legion Post 209
at 237 Park Avenue at Sunset Place in
Scotch Plains.

Following at 9 a.m. will be a me-
morial service and the presentation of
wreaths at the Fanwood Memorial
Library, located at 5 Forest Road. A
memorial tribute and laying of wreaths
will take place at 10 a.m. at the ga-
zebo at Park Avenue and Front Street
in downtown Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Me-
morial Day Parade will follow this
ceremony and this year will feature the
theme “They Gave Their
Tomorrows...For Our Todays.” The
parade will recognize the service, com-
mitment and sacrifices of America’s
armed forces who have defended and

continue to protect this country. The
grand marshals are three World War II
veterans — Joe Nagy, Edward Miller
and the late Alan Ebersole.

Starting at 10:45 a.m. at the gazebo
in downtown Scotch Plains, the pa-
rade will proceed along Park Avenue,
move down Martine Avenue into the
center of Fanwood and end at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Summer Registration
CRANFORD — The Cranford Rec-

reation and Parks Department has an-
nounced that registration for summer
programs will begin on Wednesday,
June 7, at 10 a.m. All programs are
listed in the department’s brochure,
which recently was mailed to Cranford
residents and also may be viewed online
at cranford.com/rec or at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks. These
programs are for Cranford residents
only.

The department strongly encour-
ages registration for all classes to be
done online through Community Pass.
Online registration enables individu-
als to register 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, to make payment by
credit card and to receive the latest
program updates as they occur through
their account. Participants may ac-
cess their existing account or create a
new account by visiting
register.communitypass.net/cranford.

If needing assistance to register
online, stop by the Cranford Recre-
ation and Parks Department or call
(908) 709-7283. Any other questions
can be directed to the department at
(908) 709-7283.

TENNIS HELPS YOUTH...Roots & Wings is gearing up for its fourth annual
tennis outing and dinner on Saturday, June 10, to benefit young adults who are
transitioning from New Jersey’s foster care system. Pictured are 2016 tennis
fundraiser volunteers, from left to right, Ben Evans, Bob and Cynthia Evans, Lori
Kraemer, Wendy Masteller and Bob Evans.

Tennis Outing on June 10
To Benefit Roots & Wings

WESTFIELD — Roots & Wings, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
serving the critical needs of young
adults who have aged out of New
Jersey’s foster care system, will host
its fourth annual tennis outing and
dinner at the Westfield Tennis Club
on Saturday, June 10, from 4 to 9 p.m.
The benefit event is open to tennis
players of every level as well as those
who just want to watch the fun and
enjoy a casual, catered dinner.

“We will have Round Robin
doubles for both USTA rated players
as well as an opportunity for advanced
beginners and intermediate-level

players to be on the court with state or
club champions who will provide
tips,” said Roots & Wings Event
Chairman Joe Masterson.

“This fun event is open to the pub-
lic, so we hope lots of tennis players
and friends will join us,” he added.

To learn more or for a signup link,
e-mail joemasterson1@gmail.com,
visit rootsandwingsnj.org or call Joe
Masterson at (908) 403-8621.

Roots & Wings, headquartered in
Morris County, expanded into Union
County in 2014. First Lady Mary Pat
Christie has recognized the organiza-
tion with a New Jersey Heroes Award.

Old Guard to Learn History
Of Summit Playhouse

SUMMIT AREA — Rob Nissen,
Pam Heller and Wendy Roome, of-
ficers of the Summit Playhouse As-
sociation, will speak to the Summit
Area Old Guard at its Tuesday, May
30 meeting. They will talk about
“The Summit Playhouse: Born in
1918 and Still Lighting Up the Lo-
cal Theater Sky.”

The Summit Playhouse is New
Jersey’s oldest continuously running
community theater. Mr. Nissen, Ms.
Heller and Ms. Roome will share
highlights of the Playhouse’s history.

Today, Playhouse productions are
performed in a modern building with
a 120-seat auditorium. Over the
years, many talented and dedicated
(often colorful) people have par-
ticipated in its programs as direc-
tors, actors, producers, backstage
and off-stage participants.

Community theaters do not use
professional actors. They rely on
people with daytime jobs or fami-
lies to care for, but who love the
theater and seek an outlet for an
innate love to act. To date, the Play-
house has performed more than 300
comedies, dramas and musicals —
some new, as well as many classics
such as Pygmalion, Arsenic and Old
Lace, The Taming of the Shrew and
Dial M for Murder.

Some of today’s leading stars

started their careers in community
theaters like the Summit Playhouse.
Among those who honed their skills
in community theater are Robert
Pattinson (Twilight), Kristen Bell
(Frozen), Chris Evans (Captain
America), Jane Krakowski (“30
Rock”), Kristen Chenoweth
(Wicked) and Emma Stone (La La
Land). Some have won best actor
awards. All credit their community
theaters for giving them the skills
they needed.

The three guest speakers will fill
in the details about the contribution
Summit Playhouse makes to the en-
tertainment and culture of the Sum-
mit area.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

Psychotherapy And Marriage Counseling

Peter M. Kalellis

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of twelve self-
help books with his associate, a mem-
ber of the American Association of
Marriage and Family Therapy, offers
Psychotherapy for individuals, Mar-
riage and Family Therapy for couples
at our office, 232 St. Paul Street in
Westfield, N.J. Individuals facing
personal problems or married couples
in difficult relationships experience
VIP service, find relief and support-
ive solutions. For clients who are
having financial difficulties we are
able to provide a sliding scale pay-
ment. Phone number: (908) 232-6118
or E-mail: kalellis717@verizon.net.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Networking Group to Hear
About Marketing Messages
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Mountainside Public Librar-
ies’ Career Networking Group will
welcome career search counselor
John Hadley to the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Monday, June 12,
at 6:30 p.m. He will present a pro-
gram entitled “The Secret to an Ef-
fective Marketing Message.”

Mr. Hadley will discuss exactly
what to do to create a marketing
message that people will remember.
The goal of his presentation is to
have attendees understand by the
end of the workshop the biggest mis-
takes even experienced profession-
als make when talking about what
they do; how to articulate a memo-
rable message clearly and succinctly,
and how to leverage this knowledge
to create consistent visibility.

Mr. Hadley helps job seekers frus-
trated with their search. He also works
with professionals struggling to be-
come and be seen as influential lead-
ers. He offers a free “Career Tips” e-
mail newsletter to 9,500 subscribers,
each month bringing advice on mar-

keting oneself for a career search and
for accelerating one’s career. For more
information, visit JHACareers.com.

This program is free and open to
all. Registration may be done online
at scotlib.org, by calling (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or by e-
mailing library@scotlib.org.

Interested persons may connect
with the library’s Career Network-
ing Group on LinkedIn, Career Net-
working Group at SPPL.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Rain Barrel Program
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites the com-
munity to learn about the environ-
mental benefits of using rain barrels
on Saturday, June 3, at 2 p.m.

Ismail Sukkar, an AmeriCorps Wa-
tershed Ambassador, will present in-
formation about using rain barrels
and how to install them at home.
Following the presentation, the li-
brary will have two rain barrels in-
stalled outside the building to be used
for the summer herb garden and the
World War I Victory Garden.

No registration is required for this
event. For more information, visit
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Library Continues
Youth Chess Club

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood library
cardholders, ages 9 to 16, are invited
to participate in the Scotch Plains
Public Library’s popular chess club,
led by instructor Errol Singh. The
next session will take place on
Wednesday, June 14, at 6 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for
the chess club and participation is
limited to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood cardholders. Online reg-
istration for the June 14 session
will open on Monday, June 5. Space
is limited.

For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, e-
mail library@scotlib.org, or stop
by the library Reference Desk.
Further information about other up-
coming library activities can be
found on the library’s website,
scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

NEEDLE NITERS...The Needle Nite group will meet on Friday, June 2, at 7 p.m.,
in the Fanwood Presbyterian Church building on Marian Avenue, in Westminster
Hall. If the weather is hot the session will take place in the church dining room;
attendees are asked to enter through the middle door. Nancy Bassman, Needle Nite
co-chairwoman, will demonstrate stencil quilting. Quilters and those who knit and
crochet will continue with their latest projects. For more information or directions
to the church, call the office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org or
check the website fanwoodpc.org. Pictured, Ellaree Pray, left, and Francine Koon
crochet baby blankets for newborns, one of the group’s charitable endeavors.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001712

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004568-16

Plaintiff: M&T BANK, SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO HUSDON CITY SAVINGS BANK

VS.
Defendant: VERONICA H. HONG; SEONG

SAM HONG; THE PROVIDENT BANK
Sale Date: 06/21/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/09/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirteen Thousand Two and 39/100***
$513,002.39.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1231 RAHWAY
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090-
3637.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 17, BLOCK 5112 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWN of WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 110.00 Feet X 96.00 Feet X
110.00 Feet X 96.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Montauk Drive
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty-Five

Thousand Six Hundred Sixteen and 52/100***
$525,616.52 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 05/25, 06/01, 06/08
& 06/15/15 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001626

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020990-16

Plaintiff: VENTURES TRUST 2013-I-H-R BY
MCM CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, ITS
TRUSTEEU.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: IVONNE BESSIL, MORTGAGE

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC., AS NOMINEE FOR EAST COAST MORT-
GAGE CORP AND PARKWAY VILLAGE CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC.

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Ten Thousand Four Hundred Two and 10/100***
$310,402.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Cranford, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 10b
Parkway Village, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

TAX LOT #1, Block # 332, Qual.: C010B.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: Unknown.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Unknown.
Taxes: Current through 1st Quarter of 2017*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Nineteen Thou-
sand Three Hundred Seventy-Two and 21/100***
$319,372.21 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001625

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024842-16

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: PHYUCIA FLAGG, ADMINISTRA-

TRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JUDY P. MONROE
JOHNSON; PHYLICIA FLAGG; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA;
AMOS FINANCIAL LLC; FORD MOTOR CREDIT
LLC; EQUABLE ASCENT FINANCIAL;
CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Three
and 41/100*** $220,433.41.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 311 WINDSOR AV-
ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 4004, Lot
18.

The dimensions are approximately 26 feet X
132 feet.

Nearest cross street: Grandview Avenue
Prior lien(s): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty-Six Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Sixty-Three and 12/100***
$226,963.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001528

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010622-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN HANS LUZAN; BANK OF

AMERICA, N.A.; MAIN STREET ACQUISITION
CORP, ASSIGNEE; CITIBANK, NA; UNIFUND
CCR LLC; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC

Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/02/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-
Five and 25/100*** $429,585.25.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1248 MAPLE
HILL ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-4616.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 7, BLOCK 9602 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 110.00 feet X 125.00 feet X 60.00
feet X 78.54 feet X 75.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Hill Top Road.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty-Four and 65/
100*** $439,834.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001515

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-009888-16

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: DARREN WHITEHALL, WENDY

PICKTHALL
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred
Ninety-Four and 68/100*** $1,618,394.68.

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 139 North Euclid

Avenue.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 2403, LOT:

21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.27 feet x 82.88

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 474.82 feet from

East Broad Street.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

WESTFIELD TOWN-TAXES-QTR2 2017
holds a claim for taxes due and/or other munici-
pal utilities such as water and/or sewer in the
amount of $4,548.36 as of 03/03/2017.

WESTFIELD TOWNSHIP-SEWER ACCT #
3152 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $335.00 as of 03/03/2017.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Sixty-
Four Thousand Six Hundred Seventeen and 91/
100*** $1,664,617.91 together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001501

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008535-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. SUC-
CESSOR BY MERGER TO WACHOVIA BANK,
N.A.

VS.
Defendant: COLEMAN F RODGERS, INEZ

RODGERS, AND NYB AND FMC FCU
Sale Date: 06/07/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/17/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Three
and 96/100*** $358,953.96.

Commonly known as address: 200 South
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 7, Block 108.
Approximate dimensions: 75.00 x 118.00 Feet.
Nearest cross street: King Street.
To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the prop-

erty is not an affordable unit subject to the Fair
Housing Act.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Forty-Seven and 19/100***
$370,847.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 05/11, 05/18, 05/25
& 06/01/17 Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001621

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-64178-09

Plaintiff: VENTURES TRUST 2013-I-H-R BY
MCM CAPITAL PARTNERS, LLC, ITS TRUSTEE

VS.
Defendant: RAE MARIE MITROW; AND MAT-

THEW M1TROW JP MORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Sale Date: 06/14/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/22/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Million Six
Hundred Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred
Sixty-Five and 31/100*** $2,622,565.31.

All that certain land and premises situated in
the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of
New Jersey, being more particularly described
as follows:

Lot: 32; Block: 201 on the Tax Map of the Town
of Westfield.

Nearest Cross Street: Prospect Street.
Approximate Dimensions: 520 feet x 115 feet

x 520 feet x 115 feet.
Being more commonly known as: 112

Brightwood Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

Pursuant to municipal tax search dated Octo-
ber 24, 2016:

Subject to: 2016 4th quarter taxes due 11/10/
2016, $6,816.14 and 2017 1st quarter taxes due
2/10/2017, $6,681.46.

Total Upset:  ***Two Million Seven Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Three
and 48/100*** $2,731,483.48 together with law-
ful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
21 ROSZEL ROAD
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 08540
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 05/18, 05/25, 06/01
& 06/08/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17001662

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016981-16

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, LP
VS.
Defendant: DAVID SCHERZER AND TARA

SCHERZRE, H/W
Sale Date: 06/21/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/12/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-One Thousand Five Hundred Three and 15/
100*** $551,503.15.

The property to be sold is located in Township
of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 183 Mountainview Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 3, Block 3901.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet

wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Thirty-Five and 65/100***
$566,935.65 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 05/25, 06/01, 06/08
& 06/15/15 Fee: $155.04

– Obituaries –

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS

WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS

CUSTOM PLANTINGS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS

LAWN RENOVATIONS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work       Westfield, NJ      Over 33 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS

ED DELLA FERA

     SHUTTERS  *  SHADES  *  BLINDS  *  WOVEN  WOODS 

     * * *  DRAPERY  INSTALLATIONS  * * * 

Serving Westfield for over 30 years 

Phone:  732 503-3316 

Email: Edellafera@Gmail.com 

Frances Snyder Malcolm, Had Been
Longtime Westfield Resident

Frances Snyder Malcolm

Longtime Westfield resident,
Frances Snyder Malcolm, passed away
after a long illness on
Monday, May 8, 2017.

“Fran” was born Au-
gust 15, 1927 to Allen
and Frieda Snyder. She
attended Westfield pub-
lic schools and graduated
from Westfield High
School in 1945. Follow-
ing graduation, she com-
pleted her nursing train-
ing and received her RN
degree from Atlantic City
Hospital. She worked at
the Veterans Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn., before
returning to New Jersey in 1950.

She raised her family in Westfield,
volunteered at Overlook Hospital and
was a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. In 1993, she
moved to Sun City West, Ariz., with
her longtime partner, William Short.

She is survived by her four children,

Laurie Tillinghast and her husband,
Pete, of West Hartford, Conn., Bonnie

Chizmadia and her hus-
band, Tom, of Coppell,
Tex., and Bruce Jr. (Lee)
and Kate Malcolm, both
of Phoenix, Ariz. In addi-
tion, she has five grand-
children and four great-
grandchildren, Rebecca
Chizmadia and her
daughters, Maiya and
Harper, of Cheyenne,
Wyo., Malcolm Scott
LeBlanc and his daugh-
ter, Claire, of Whitefish
Bay, Wis., Rachel
Chizmadia of Tarrytown,

N.Y., Karin Petrucelli and her daugh-
ter, Dahlia, of Duxbury, Mass., and
Bryce Jurgemeyer of Phoenix, Ariz.

The family suggests donations be
made to Hospice of the Valley, Phoe-
nix, Ariz.

May 25, 2017

19 WHS Students Awarded
Medals in Nat. French Exam

From the Westfield Historical Society archives, 1913...Children prepare to dance
around a maypole in front of Westfield’s first Washington School, located near
what is now the Elm Street tennis courts. Maypole celebrations still exist today and
usually take place on the first day of May, also known as “May Day.” In a simple
maypole dance, children take steps towards and away from the pole to the beat of
music, while raising and lowering their arms.

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) students earned one
platinum, three gold, nine silver
and six bronze medals  in this year’s
Grand Concours – a nationwide
test administered by the American
Association of Teachers of French
(AATF).  More than 100,000 el-
ementary and secondary students
participate in the contest nation-
ally, with 41 Westfield High School
students taking the test this year.

Senior Michael Hauge earned
first place in both the state and in
the nation on Level Five, the high-
est and most difficult of the exams.
“This is quite an amazing feat,”
noted WHS French teacher Rachel
Janus.

The other WHS medalists who
ranked in the top 10 in the state
include:

Level Four: Madison McKenna
– second place, Hannah Brogan –
third place, Fiona Gillespie – eighth
place, and Ryan Burns – tenth place.

Level Three: Kayla Butera – sev-
enth place, Meghan Johnson –
eighth place, and Megan Hanlon –
tenth place.

Level Two: Stephen Park – fourth
place, Marcelina Krowinska – fifth
place, Ian Gurland – seventh place,
Theresa  Lizzo – eighth place,
Sandrine Perez – eighth place, and
Elijah Soh – tenth place.

“These are excellent results. We
are very proud of all of the students
who participated and their accom-
plishments. Bravo!” said Ms. Ja-
nus, who, together with David
Davis and Marie-Laure Hoffmann,
instruct the language at Westfield
High School.

www.goleader.com

WHS Class of ’88
Planning 30th Reunion

The Westfield High School Class
of 1988 currently is making plans
for their 30th class reunion to be
held on Saturday, November 24,
2018, at Shackamaxon Country
Club. The big celebration is only
18 months away, so please visit our
re-launched official Class of ’88
reunion website at
westfieldclassof1988.myevent.com
to catch up with other classmates,
register for the reunion, view class
photos, listen to music and view
details of the event.

Make sure to visit the classmates

page and update your own infor-
mation and provide your current e-
mail address. Please also contact
anyone from our class that you keep
in touch with and direct them to the
reunion website in an effort to build
a current classmate database to be
used for future correspondence
about our 30-year reunion. Look
forward to hearing from you.

WHS Class of ’88
Reunion Committee

Speech Reading Classes
Off For Summer

WESTFIELD — The Hearing So-
ciety has announced that weekly
classes for speech reading, held at the
First Baptist Church in Westfield, will
not take place during the summer
months of June, July and August.

Classes will resume in September
after Labor Day, at a date to be an-
nounced.

Exhibit to Show Art
Of Cerchio Students
SCOTCH PLAINS – This June,

the public is invited to come to the
Scotch Plains Public Library to view
the work of the young students of
local artist Sandra Cerchio.

Working in a variety of media, the
artists have created dozens of works
that will be on view in the library
gallery from Tuesday, June 13, to
Friday, June 23.

An artists’ reception, which the
public is welcome to attend, will take
place on Thursday, June 15, at 7 p.m.
Registration is not required for the
reception.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

For more information on pro-
grams and services available at the
library, visit the library’s website,
scotlib.org.

Boutique to Benefit
Borough Library

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Friends
of the Mountainside Public Library’s
jewelry and accessory sale will take
place on Friday and Saturday, June 2
and 3, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the
library, located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Fine and vintage jewelry, costume
and fashion jewelry, watches, scarves
and handbags, and designer items will
be featured. Proceeds will go back to
the local community through library
supplies, programs and events.
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Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 8

Noah Autmezguine, Kyle
Azzaretto, Aidan Berman, Aidan
Bertsch, Ryan Borak, Isabel
Boufarah, Annabella Buontempo,
Bianca Cammarano, Lily Ceraso,
Alexander Cha, Jed Cohen, Andrew
Cunningham, Jaclyn Dencker, Adam
Dunaief, Emily Duncan, Charlotte
Dursee, Olivia Ebel, William
Fiorentino, William Fischer, Nicolas
Gambello, Andreas Gesser, Liam
Glenn, Katherine Hamilton, Emma
Hanley, Sean Hazard, Elizabeth
Healy, William Heflin, Megan Hinkel,
Samantha Hoffman, Rebecca
Horvath, Jessica Isser, Luke
Jacobello, Sophie Kamenetsky,
Laurajane Kehler, Emily Klag, Dylan
Kronick, Madeleine Learner, Caroline
Maher, Gabrielle Manganello, Julia
McGann, Kathryn McHugh, Mathew
Meixner, Matthew Moran, Kevin
Moriarty, Sophia Nazzaro, Heather
O’Hern, Jillian Omberg, Angela
Panikiewsky, Samantha Salz, Tho-
mas Savorgiannakis, Caroline
Schafer, Chloe Shanebrook-Wein,
Justin Shen, John Spellman, Brianna
Stewart, Hailey Stogner, Braden
Stryker, Samantha Surks, Cassandra
Szaro, Naia Tan, Eva Terry, Jeremy
Thompson, Victoria Toal, Brian
Urbano, Maya Varkey, Natalia
Vollaro, Benjamin Zakharenko

Honor Roll
Grade 8

Isabella Albano, Maggie Aslanian,
Alison Bachman, Ashleigh Bahadur,
Brendan Bailey, Kaitlin Bavaro, Mat-
thew Blake, Alexandra Blancato,
Alexandra Brennan, Margaret Burke,
James Bushell, James Calcagno,
Ailish Campanile, Laura Channell,
Maeve Collins, Maxwell Cozzini,
Sally Crandall, Evan Cronin, Benton
Cummings, Conor Curry, Aidan
Dailey, Gianna Davis, Alexander Di
Maria, Rileigh Ferguson-Hewson,
Kate Fishman, Aidan Fitzpatrick,
Olivia Galdi, Allison Gambrino, Sh-
annon Garguilo, Giulia Giannetta,
Ryleigh Gildea, Sean Glenn, Steven
Gorelik, Holden Grantz, Grace Green-
wood, Mia Grogan, Isabella Guggino,
Casey Heintz, Elizabeth Herz, Allie
Hinkel, Jacob Holtzman, Jordan
Horowitz, Yasmeen Habayeb, Zaria
Katz, Jonathan Keenan, Wil Kehler,
Noam Kelner, Jack Kiely, Christo-
pher Kirby, Russell Kobrin, Alexa
Kopolow, Brendan Kotiga, Jack
Lehavi, Maya Levitt, Eliza Lox, John
Luerssen, Paige Macry, Sean Maher,
Daniel Matin, Chester Maz, Finn
McGurn, Robert McIntyre, Lila
McMahill, Henry Meacock, Zachary
Mendelson, Mason Mesbah, Daniella
Miedrzynski, Andrew Miller, Mat-
thew Miller, Liam Mooney, Jessica
Moore, Juliette Mueller, Jade Nicosia-
Garcia, Isabel Nolan, William
O’Hagen, Sara Perlin, Erin Petrie,
Brian Pinna, Thomas Pinto, Mack
Prybylski, Jade Radice, Sarah
Rappoport, Ryan Richter, Owen
Romano, Sophia Rossetti, Julia
Saltzstein, Eleanor Sanderson,
Claudia Santangelo, Alexandra Savin,
Joshua Saxon, Brooke Scheuermann,
Juliana Schuttevaer, Matthew
Shinners, Maya Simpson, Lanie
Stock, Molly Stogner, Brandon Tso,
Kayla Turnof, Catherine Valencia,
Meredith Valentine, Barnabas Veres,
Alexia Vieites, Rachel Vinnelrod,
Lindsay Wang, Thomas Wolf, Isabella
Wolff, Edward Zucker

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 7

Taylor Addis, Steven Angeli, Kaity
Bai, Marlena Bartlett, Mateo Beltran,
Lauren Bloch, Brooke Bradford,
Phoebe Chadowitz, Norah Chinn, Ella
Conover, Micaela Cortese, Lilyana
Demerdjieva, Jackson Derman,
Christopher Desousa, Alexa Diziki,
Caroline Donnelly, Alfonso Ferrara,
Margaret Ferris, Charles Garretson,
Gracie Gigantino, Lindsey Hamlin,
Avery Hoeft, Amaechi Ijoma, Jordyn
Ives, Siena Jabon, Ella Johnson,

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 3rd Marking Period

Sara Kaplan, Kelsey Katt, Josiah Kim,
Katelyn Kim, Grace Klag, Teagan
Kocaj, Catherine Korins, Chloe
Kreusser, Lucy Langhart, John Lanza,
Alice Lisak, Chelsea Little, Madison
Little, Avery Longstreet, Matthew
Lynch, Natalie Manzo, Sarah Martin,
Arden Meyer, Bridget Mooney,
Meghan O’Connor, Jack Percival,
Jonah Plawker, William Powell,
Emma Riley, Jacob Root, Joshua
Sacher, Megan Sandstedt, Chloe
Sarrazin-Boespflug, Jonathan
Schaeffer, David Schuster, Walter
Schwartz, Kevin Shao, Meredith
Shepherd, Alyrie Silverman, Thomas
Smith, Aidan Supranowitz, Jack Tay-
lor, John Tedesco, Riya Varkey, Remy
Waldman, Ciara Weber, Jason Yang

Honor Roll
Grade 7

Jordyn Ament, Murad Assadi, Ja-
son Aurigemma, Jakob Ayala, Roan
Baker, Blake Baretz, Alexa Bebel,
Adrien Bekker, Julia Berman, Lucia
Biasi, Hayley Bloch, Patrick Byron,
Leo Carle, Owen Carolan, Margaret
Cassidy, Emma Channell, Emily
Cheng, Clara Christian, William
Cladis, Rebecca Coelho, Joseph
Compton, Thomas Conrod, Alec
Crispino, Adelaide Cummings, Anna
D’Angelo, Emily DiSarno, Katherine
Evans, Maxwell Feldman, Dylan
Ferraro, Samantha Forno, Duncan
Foster, Elise Fox, Ryan Friedberg,
Lance Fule, Kevin Gao, Zachary
Gigantino, Jonathan Giglio, Sydnee
Goulet, Ryan Gruters, Russell
Gurland, James Haley, Evan Ham-
mer, Katherine Hoerle, Luke Jacobs,
Kate Johnson, Mia Johnson, Asher
Katz, Aidan Kearney, Caitlin Kearney,
Pierce Kelly, Sarah Kennedy, Gianna
Kerivan, Katherine Kim, Kieran
Koenke, Julie Kurtz, Mason LaConti,
Christina LaPera, Michael LaPera,
Logan Lenner, Lance Linenberg,
David Link, Jonathan Ludwig, Reilly
Melvin, Ethan Messerman, Brady
Meusel, JP Meyo, Daniel Michel,
Daniel Morariu, Dylan Murphy, Lydia
Murray, Anand Nair, Angela Nazzaro,
Audrey Nelson, Ella O’Brien,
Alexandrea Pace, Margaret Paladino,
Richard Panikiewsky, Carsyn
Parmelee, Kyra Paternoster, Priya
Quinn, Erin Raftery, Colin Redmond,
Aiden Reed, Gracyn Reed, Ella
Renshaw, Gavin Roth, Aidan Royce,
Lily Rubel, Ryan Rubel, Andrew
Salvato, Sydney Scholder, Lucas
Schreiner, Samuel Sherman, Zoe
Sherman, Kelly Sullivan, Alexander
Taaffe, Olivia Terry, Joseph Vaccaro,
Ryan Van Allen, Alessandra Verga,
Colin Wall, Jack Walter, Jacob
Watson, Anna Wunderle, Peter
Youssef

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Awards 2017 Scholarships

WINNING WOMEN...The Woman’s Club of Westfield announce their 2017
Scholarship Winners. The young women who are receiving scholarships are, from
left: Ava Carey,  Emmy Liederman, Alessandra Sabba,  Isabella Montes, Emma
Pettit and Michelle Telsey.

PATRIOTS...Fifth-graders from Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School, led
by music teacher Christina Toulios, sing the National Anthem at the recent
Somerset Patriots game against the York Revolution. Over 400 members of the
McKinley community attended the game as part of a school-wide family outing.

Evergreen Students Raise
$900 for Cancer Research

FOR A GOOD CAUSE...Third grade students in Jennifer Dubroski's class at
Evergreen School raised over $900 selling lemonade for Alex's Lemonade Stand.

HANDING OUT THE BACON...For the fourth consecutive year, a team of
student volunteers from Westfield High School was presented with the Students
Change Hunger award for collecting and donating food to the Community Food
Bank of New Jersey. A total of 3,600 pounds of food was collected, besting their
last year’s total of 2,918, making Westfield High School the Division Six winner
of the campaign. In addition, Westfield was named Heavy Weight Runner Up
across all divisions.  Recipients of the award are Westfield High School (top row,
from left) Aidan Paul, Ben Halevy, Jack Liebling, and Josh Schwartz; (middle
row, from left) Cole Feltman, Kevin Tsui, Jacob Davis, and Matt Stravach, with
Mr. Jim DeSarno, Assistant Principal at Westfield High School; and (bottom row,
from left) Patrick Chirichella, Chris Ng, Mark Kostyack, and  Eli Burk. The
plaque presented to the students will remain on display at Westfield High School.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Students in
Jennifer Dubroski’s third grade class
at Evergreen School in Scotch Plains,
decided to turn “lemons into lemon-
ade” to raise money for Alex’s Lem-
onade Stand. The idea was an exten-
sion of a recent Social Studies eco-
nomics unit where students created a
business plan for an imaginary lem-
onade stand.

“The students came to me and asked
if they could apply what they learned
to a real lemonade stand. They said
that they would work together to handle
each aspect of the stand, so I had to say
yes,” explained Jennifer Dubroski.

The students created a business
plan and they chose their roles that
included: publicity, accounting, mar-
keting, creative, manager, and sales.
The students also wrote letters to spe-
cial guests for each day of the week to

entice more customers to their stand,
which they held outside of school
each day at dismissal.

“I was honored to be invited to be
a celebrity guest for the lemonade
stand,” explained Colleen Haubert,
Principal of Evergreen School. “It
was wonderful to see both the stu-
dents and their parents come together
to raise money for such a great cause.”

Other special guests included:
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith; Su-
perintendent of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools, Dr. Margaret
Hayes; Joe Rodrigues, volunteer with
the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
and various members of the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

In total, the students raised over
$900 in five days that will be donated
to Alex’s Lemonade Stand on behalf
of Evergreen School.

WESTFIELD – At a recent gen-
eral meeting of The Woman’s Club
of Westfield, six Westfield High
School Seniors were each awarded
a $2,500 grant. The scholarships
are four general Woman’s Club of
Westfield Scholarships and two
Ruth L. Quandenfield Scholarships.
Ruth was a former member of the
WCW and the scholarships are of-
fered in her name. The Ladies of the
club wish these winning students
good luck and much success in their
college days and beyond.

The winners are:
Ava Carey, daughter of Tasneem

Carey is a member of The National
Honor Society, received Cum Laude
recognition for placing high in the
National Latin Exam and is an em-
ployee of Baron’s Pharmacy. Ava
will attend the University of Wis-
consin, Madison and will apply for
acceptance into the college’s busi-
ness school. She plans to major in
marketing and work toward a minor
in the field of public health.

Emmy Liederman, daughter of
Tracy Spenser Wright and Bill
Liederman, worked as Editor in
Chief of the Westfield High School
Newspaper, Hi’s Eye which is the
only weekly uncensored school pa-
per in New Jersey. Emmy volun-
teered and organized activities at
Brighton Gardens Assisted Living.
She served as President of the Com-
munity Service Club, tutored local
elementary school students and
helped feed the homeless. She plans
to attend The College of New jersey
majoring in Journalism.

Isabella Montes, daughter of
Mary Montes has reached out to
others while at WHS as a Transition
Leader,  inspired students as a Wild-
life Leader, co-captianed the
Jr.Volleyball Team and worked with

Project 79. In the future, Isabella is
inspired to help students as a teacher
or as a school counselor and will
work toward this goal at Monmouth
University pursuing her dreams by
majoring in the field of education,

Emma Pettit is the daughter of
Louise and Larry Pettit and has
worked as an assistant coach with
the Special Olympics Softball Team.
She has also been a lifeguard at the
Westfield Memorial Pool for three
summers. Emma has her eyes on
working for the Peace Corps or for
an International non-profit organi-
zation after college. She has plans
to attend New York University and
to major in global studies.

Michelle Telsey, daughter of
Leslie Schwartz and Albert Kelsey
is a member of The National Honor
Society and ran cross country track
for three years. She gained recogni-
tion by being chosen as a French
Honor Society member and took
part in the Girl and Guy Thing.
Michelle will attend The University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, with plans
to study in The College of Litera-
ture, Science and the Arts and is
looking at a major in psychology or
health sciences.

Alessandra Sabba is the daughter
of Maria and Charles Sabba who
have inspired her to pursue her
dreams learning new languages and
exploring new  fields of interest
throughout high school. Alessandra
served as President of the Italian
and French Clubs, was a Transition
Leader and Girl and Guy Thing fa-
cilitator. She has been awarded the
Seal of Litaracy in Italian and French
which will appear on her diploma,
Alessandra will attend Arcadia Uni-
versity where she will major in Ital-
ian, international relations and di-
plomacy.

Oratory Prep Hosts Grand
Opening of DeGaeta Hall

SUMMIT – On May 5 Oratory Pre-
paratory School in Summit was pleased
to welcome over 800 guests to the
Grand Opening and Dedication of its
newest building, DeGaeta Hall.  Guests
were able to tour the new building
after the Dedication Ceremony, and
were treated to a barbeque on Cavalero
Field to celebrate as a community.

The new structure is named after Al
DeGaeta, the grandfather of an alum-
nus, who oversaw numerous aspects
of the construction, and headed up
previous renovations to the Bain Build-
ing and the installation of the turf field.
With the support of the Michael A. J.
Farrell Foundation— named after
Oratory’s former Board Chair— along
with the generous  support of numer-
ous members the Oratory community,
the building became a reality.

The new space offers over 48,000

square feet and includes a new gym,
cafeteria, fitness center, athletic train-
ing room, science lab, art studio, se-
nior lounge, locker rooms, school store
and six classrooms.  In addition to
those, the administrative offices and
Board Room are also housed in
DeGaeta Hall, while additional park-
ing space was added around the exte-
rior. The state of the art facility was
designed by architect Jeff Rawding,
and Donnelly Construction worked
tirelessly to bring the blueprints to life.

Serving as the emcee for the Dedi-
cation, Head of School Robert
Costello added, “So many sacrifi-
cially contributed to make the experi-
ence and facilities better for Catholic
education for our boys. It is a legacy
that must continue – never to allow
complacency but to push forward with
momentum.”

WHS Students Earn National
Recognition in Italian Exam
WESTFIELD – Twenty Westfield

High School (WHS) students were
recently informed of recognition they
received on the March 2017 Italian
National Exam competing against stu-
dents from 184 schools across 20
states. WHS Italian teachers Maria
Santilli and Lauren Conroy explained
that the exam, which was adminis-
tered to more than 5,400 students
nationwide, consisted of levels one to
five, with 5 being the highest. The
teachers congratulated the following
students who earned national recog-
nition:

Level One: Honorable Mention -
Francesca Cella, Thomas Cugno,
Jillian DeDomenico, Mark Falletta,
Julia Gagliardi, Layla Halterman,
Jacqueline La Mastra, Nicholas
Maher, Lydia Nisita, Nicholas
Rubinetti, and Melissa Triolo.

Level Three: Honorable Mention -
Julia Friss, Anna Masciandaro, Madi-
son McKenna, and Gianna Ricerca.

Level Four: Honorable Mention -
Nicolina Albano, Amanda De Pinto,
Michael Gagliardi, Abigail Jones, and
Alessandra Sabba.

GrawehrInducted Into
Beta Gamma Sigma

PHILADELPHIA, Penn. – Over
130 graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents from Saint Joseph's University's
Haub School of Business were in-
ducted into the national business
honor society, Beta Gamma Sigma,
during the Spring 2017 semester.

Nicholas Grawehr, of Westfield,
an undergraduate student at Saint
Joseph's, was among those in-
ducted.

Founded in 1913, Beta Gamma
Sigma's mission is to encourage and
honor academic achievement in the
study of business and personal and
professional excellence in the prac-
tice of the business.

Gregory Inducted into
Tau Sigma Honor Soc.
ITHACA, N.Y. – Charlotte Gre-

gory, a Westfield native studying The-
atrical Production Arts at Ithaca Col-
lege, was inducted into the Tau Sigma
National Honor Society, an academic
honor society designed specifically
to "recognize and promote the aca-
demic excellence and involvement of
transfer students."
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Westfield $819,000
Move right in to this picture-perfect stone front
Colonial! Large living room features WB fireplace
and the chief’s kitchen includes SS appliances.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3383226

Westfield $639,900
This split-level home is conveniently located near
schools, parks, transportation and downtown.
Beautiful HW floors, gas burning fireplace and more!

Agent: Reyna Ortolani MLS: 3362266

Fanwood $495,000
Totally renovated, open floor plan colonial on
dead-end street. The sunny and bright family room
features a WB fireplace & engineered HW floors.

Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 3372040

Scotch Plains $649,000
Spacious Colonial on quiet cul de sac w/coverd
porch, HW flrs throughout, lrg formal DR, eat-
in kit, fin bsmt, MBR suite, and lots of updates!

Agent: Jocelyne Holden MLS: 3373054

Cranford $549,000
Spacious & updated colonial with curb appeal!
Features include: WB fireplace, large EIK, HW
floors, landscaped back yard and screened in porch.

Agent: Tina Re Browning MLS: 3388657

Mountainside $999,000
Gorgeous 5BR, 4.5 BA w/ 4 fireplaces. HW floors,
HUGE designer EIK w/ top of line appliances. 3
stories of amenities for modern living!

Agent: Barbara Lang MLS: 3385238

McLANE, WORNOW 2 GOALS; GK McCAULEY 13 SAVES

Blue Devils Halt Red Devils
In Boys Section Lacrosse, 6-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue and Red colors created plenty
of fire during the North Group 4 boys
lacrosse tournament showdown be-
tween the fourth-seeded Westfield
Blue Devils and the fifth-seeded
Hunterdon Central Red Devils at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on May
20. The Blue Devils, who earned a 6-
2 lead after three quarters, withstood

a furious fourth-quarter onslaught
from the Red Devils to emerge with a
6-4 victory and a ticket to the semifi-
nals to face top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan, 9-6, winners over North
Hunterdon.

The 10-6 Blue Devils’ offense came
from Devon McLane, who netted a
pair of goals and an assist, Jake
Wornow, who notched two goals, Matt
Rittendale, who had a goal and an

assist, and Nicky Bond with one goal.
The 13-6 Red Devils’ offense came
from Tory Lantine with two goals and
Dan Bill and Sean Parker with one
goal each.

But the real story, however, was the
performance of junior goalkeeper Jack
McCauley, along with major support
from the defense. McCauley was put
to the test. especially in the first quar

MONCAYO WINS JAVELIN, DISCUS; MELAO 2ND 1,600

Blue Devils 2nd, Cougars 6th
At UCT Girls Track & Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strength in the distance events and
especially in the field events elevated
the Westfield High School girls track
& field team to second place with a
total of 73 behind the powerful Union
Catholic Vikings, who totaled 152
points to capture the Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May

18-19. Governor Livingston was a
close third with 65 points, while the
Cranford Cougars took sixth with a
29 total and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
finished ninth with 11 points.

Blue Devil senior Keren Moncayo
contributed well by taking first in the
javelin on Day 2 with a toss of 116-3.
Last week at the conference meet, she
also won the event with a WHS record
toss of 128-1. Blue Devil Sam

Stravach took third at 101-11, Raider
Madeline Weber took sixth at 95-7.5
and Blue Devil Kylinn Kraemer took
eighth at 86-1.

Prior to her javelin event at the
UCT meet, Moncayo said, “I started
the season with around 100 [feet]. I
wasn’t feeling too confident at first
then I did one of the other techniques
in the runway when we were throw

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Have a Happy & Fun
Memorial Day Weekend

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TIGHT ON DEFENSE...Blue Devil Colin Freer, No. 45, sticks close to Red Devil Justin Dunleavey, No. 4, as Blue
Devil defender Pat McIlroy, No. 10, and goalkeeper Jack McCauley, No. 1, pay very close attention.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STICKING CLOSE TO THE VIKINGS...Blue Devil Emma Jackler, left, sticks close to a pair of Union Catholic Vikings in
the seeded group of the 800 meters at the Union County Championships on May 19. Jackler finished third.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Blank Hawks, 5-0
For Sectional Tennis Crown
By FRIEND OF WF TENNIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
tennis put on an impressive perfor-
mance to capture its third straight
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Championship with a 5-0 victory over
the J.P. Stevens Hawks. The 25-2
Blue Devils came into the match as
the tournament’s No. 1 seed and
ranked third in New Jersey. J.P.
Stevens, the second seed, stood at
13th in the state.

Senior Captain Noah Reich (27-2)
set the tone for the match with a 6-2,

6-0 victory over Artun Krishnan at
second singles.

Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner explained, “Noah really got
the team going by delivering the strong
and decisive win. That set the stage
for our other players.”

Blue Devils Rob Faktor and Matt
Su (19-3) defeated Nihar Prabhala
and Hrish Bopalkar, 6-2, 6-2, at first
doubles and Jacob Tananbaum and
David Spring (13-6) clinched the team
match with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over
Akshay Khanna and Rohan
Waghmare at second doubles.

“I was proud to see the doubles
teams step up and deliver significant
wins. During the season, the singles
courts consistently swept opponents
and clinched matches. It is critical at
this point in the season for all courts
to significantly raise their games,”
Coach Kapner said.

Captain Owen Bartok (26-0) then
cemented the fourth team point with a
6-3, 6-3, victory at third singles over
Alex Telson and Damien Ruparel (20-
3) rallied to capture his fist singles
match in three sets, 4-6, 6-3, 6-0, over
Derek Hsieh.

“Captains Reich and Bartok de-
liver outstanding senior leadership. I
see them not only leading the team,
but also passing on the skills to next
year’s captains. They in turn ben-
efited from the outstanding leader-
ship of previous years,” Coach Kapner
emphasized.

The team-first focus was apparent
in the comments of the players.

“The key to our team is the im-
provement of every player in the
lineup,” Bartok said.

“We focus on encouraging and
pushing each other,” Ruparel added.

Reich concluded, “My teammates
exemplify strong character. They work
hard individually, compete relent-
lessly, and challenge one another to
reach new levels.”

Kapner explained that the team
achieved the goals it set for itself at the
beginning of the season and likes his
team’s prospects for a Group 4 title.

“There are four great teams re-
maining. We are one of them and our
players give us a shot at the Group 4
championship,” he said.

WESTFIELD 5, J.P. STEVENS 0
First singles: Damien Ruparel d Derek
Hsieh, 4-6, 6-3, 6-0
Second singles: Noah Reich d Arjun
Krishnan, 6-2, 6-0
Third singles: Owen Bartok d Alex
Telson, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: Rob Faktor and Matt Su
d Nihar Prabhala and Hrish Bopalkar,
6-2, 6-2
Second doubles: Jacob Tananbaum
and David Sprung d Akshat Khanna
and Rohan Waghmare

Courtesy of Westfield Tennis Fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING THEIR MATCHES...Blue Devil Damien Ruparel, top, won at first
singles against J.P. Stevens and Noah Reich, bottom, won at second singles.

Courtesy of Westfield Tennis Fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH JERSEY, GROUP 4, SECTION 2 CHAMPIONS...The Westfield Blue Devil boys tennis team and coaches.

WILKINSON SHINES ON MOUND, YAREM TWO HITS, RBI

Baseball Raiders Shut Down
South Plainfield Tigers, 4-1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team’s late season
surge continued with a 4-1 victory
over South Plainfield in a game
played on May 19 in South
Plainfield. The Raiders (16-9), win-
ners of their last seven ball games,
got strong pitching from the combo

of starter Danny Wilkinson and re-
liever Matt Kipp, which limited the
host Tigers to just one run. Peter
Yarem had two hits and knocked in
one run, while Colin McAlindin had

an RBI and scored a run.
“This has been a great group of

guys to coach this season,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head Coach
Joe Higgins. “Sometimes when you
have a senior heavy roster it can
become very easy for a team to
check out, especially if you do not
do as well in the county tournament
as you’d like. This team never
stopped working, never stopped
believing and they haven’t lost since
being eliminated in the county. They
have a really great work ethic.”

Getting past South Plainfield
would be no small chore. The host
Tigers came into the game with a
16-8 record. South Plainfield starter
Chris Shine kept the game scoreless

until his teammates came through
with a run against Wilkinson in the
bottom of the third inning.

The Raiders answered with a pair
of runs in the top of the fourth to
take a 2-1 lead. Colin McAlindin
and Spencer Vaughn each drove in a
run in the inning. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood got another run in the fifth
inning. Jake Canavan reached on a

leadoff single. After Peter Warren
flew out to center, Canavan stole
second base. Canavan would score
when Yarem laid down a bunt that
found a sweet spot in front of the

plate. Relief pitcher Dave Tavarez
fielded the ball cleanly but threw
high to first base allowing Canavan
to make it home for the Raiders’
third run of the game.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood added
one more run in the seventh inning.
Jonathan Ramos led off with a single
into center. After Canavan struck
out and Warren flew out to center,
Yarem stepped to the plate. Ramos
would steal second before Yarem
deposited an RBI double that
dropped in just inside of the leftfield
line. The run gave the Raiders a 4-1
lead. Reliever Matt Kipp set the
Tigers down quietly in the bottom
of the seventh to end the game.

Wilkinson pitched four and one-
third innings and allowed one run

and four hits, while striking out
seven and walking two to earn the
win for Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“For the most part, on a hot day like
today, I feel like if I can just keep my
fastball in the strike zone then my
defense will make the plays we need
to win the game,” said Wilkinson.

For Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the
win was similar to most Raider vic-

tories this season, which are typi-
fied by strong pitching, and just
enough offense to get the job done.
After seven straight wins though the
players feel like they are in a great

spot to make some noise in the sec-
tional playoffs that were set to be-
gin this week.

“I think it is the best scenario
possible for us,” said Yarem, a se-
nior. “We haven’t really been hit-
ting as well as we know we can but
we are still getting the wins. We feel
like if we can just string a few good
hitting games together then with
Danny (Wilkinson) and Timmy
(Geissel) on the mound for us then
they can make it hold up.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood entered
the North 2 Group IV Tournament
as the ninth seed and was set to visit
eighth seeded Union on May 22 in a
first round game. The Raiders own
three victories over Union already
this season. South Plainfield set up
as the second seed in the Central
Group II bracket and they were
slated to host 15th-seeded New
Providence on Monday.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 000 210 1 4
South Plainfield 001 000 0 1

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO HEAD TOWARD FIRST...Raider George Mueller taps the ball and prepares to run toward first in the game
against the South Plainfield Tigers in South Plainfield.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD COMBINATION...Raider pitcher Danny Wilkinson, left, worked quite well with senior catcher Peter Yarem in a
4-1 victory over the South Plainfield Tigers. Yarem also helped Wilkinson’s cause with two hits and an RBI.

Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate 

Cell: 908 313 1542 | Direct: 908 233 6417 

Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com 

860 Bradford Avenue, Westfield 

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  

Beautiful, charming, and unique only begin to describe how special this home truly is! 

Located in the highly sought after "Gardens" neighborhood, this Tudor is situated on a large 

lot with great curb appeal! Incredibly spacious living room with built-ins framing a bay 

window, wood moldings and floors, and a fireplace w/built-in benches. To the other side of 

the living room is a cozy den. Arched doorways lead into formal dining room. Off the dining 

room is the kitchen with plenty of cabinet space. A sunroom, eating space and a powder room 

off the kitchen complete the first floor. Second floor offers 4 bedrooms, including a large 

master with full bath, and the main bath. Third floor has 2 bedrooms, office, full bath, and 

storage. Unfinished basement w/laundry, utility room, and storage. Must see to appreciate! 

Presented for $1,125,000

See More Blue Devil
Tennis photos page 14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 17th day of
May, 2017, the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Application #PBA-17-00003:
Granted approval for preliminary site plan
with conditions to National Christmas Prod-
ucts, Inc. d/b/a National Tree Company,
Applicant to permit interior renovation, in-
stall/reactivate loading doors and
reconfiguration of the parking lot with the
following waivers: less than the minimum
required front yard setback; no granite
block; no loading allowed in the front yard;
sign not located were permitted; exceed
the maximum allowable building cover-
age; and to exceed the maximum allow-
able lot coverage on Block 627 Lot: 6.01 as
designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 70 Jackson Drive in the C-
1 Zone.

2. Application # PBA-16-00009: River-
side Condominium Association, Inc., Ap-
plicant, 4-8 Riverside Drive, Block: 266,
Lot: 1, R-8 zone for Applicant is seeking
amended site plan approval to eliminate
two on-site parking spaces and locate a
recycling shed and dumpster in said park-
ing spaces carried the hearing to June 21,
2017 at the request of the applicant.

Ann Steinbach
Board Secretary

1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 16th of MAY
2017, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 20th day of JUNE 2017 at 7:00 p.m., at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Ordi-
nance and all interested persons will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing the same. Copies of said Ordinance
can be obtained from the Township Clerk’s
Office at any time prior to final adoption at
no cost to any member of the general
public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-12

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLE-
MENT AND AMEND SUBSEC-
TION 10-1.5 (FEES, RENTS
AND CHARGES) IN CHAPTER
TEN (PARKS AND GOLF
COURSES) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/25/17, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 16th of May
2017.

ORDINANCE 2017-11

CAPITAL ORDINANCE TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$50,000 FOR THE UNDER-
TAKING OF MAJOR REPAIRS
TO THE HVAC SYSTEM AT
THE PUBLIC LIBRARY IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AND TO TRANSFER
AN UNEXPENDED BOND
ORDINANCE BALANCE AND
REAPPROPRIATE SAME TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 5/25/17, The Times Fee: $23.97
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

OBLACHINSKI & BAKIE BLAST HRS; MEOLA 3-FOR-5

Baseball Cougars Rally Past
GL Highlanders for 10-9 Win

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brian Oblachinski and Ryan Bakie
each belted home runs as Cranford
(16-7) rallied from a five-run deficit
to forge a 10-9 victory over Governor
Livingston on May 18 in Berkeley
Heights. Cranford starter Kevin
Donovan gave up five runs in the
bottom of the first inning, including a
two-run home run by Dan Serretti
before settling in and holding the
Highlanders to just one run over his
next five innings to claim the win. The
victory avenged a 16-3 loss the Cou-
gars suffered early in the season
against GL and was Cranford’s third

straight win since losing the Union
County Tournament final to Westfield.

“It felt good to get a win against this
team,” said Cranford Head Coach
Dennis McCaffery. “They beat us big
the first time we played them. We just
have to concern ourselves with play-
ing baseball the way we can play it. I
thought Donovan did a great job of
hanging in there today and keeping us

close after that first inning.”
Governor Livingston (21-3) came

out with guns blazing in the first.
After a leadoff single by Tyler
McCullough, Serretti drove his two-
run homer over the centerfield fence.

“The count was 1-2 and I was just
trying to stay alive,” said Serretti.
“The pitch was out over the plate and
I got a hold of it. I wasn’t sure it was
going to get out of here but it did.”

Stephen Reid singled before
Donovan plunked Dan Baroff with a
pitch to put runners at first and sec-
ond. Drew Compton delivered an RBI

single making it 3-0 with no one out.
Another walk loaded the bases. Nick
Cocchia hopped an RBI groundout
and Will Jennings lofted and RBI sac
fly to left. Donovan stopped the bleed-
ing by retiring Vin Doren on a fly ball
to center.

“I knew coming into the game that
GL was a really good team,” said
Donovan. “I knew I had to hit my
spots against them. The home run was
not a bad pitch. It was a change up that
was exactly where I wanted it but
credit to the batter. He just got a hold
of it. After getting through their lineup
the first time, I felt like I started to
figure out their tendencies a little bet-

ter and I was able to be more effective
after that.”

Down by five runs, the Cougars
need to answer in the second inning. A
single by Dan Maglino followed by a
pair of walks issued by starter Cole
Schneider quickly loaded the bases.
Schneider struck out Michael McGee
then Oblachinski tapped into an RBI
force out at second base. Bakie

stepped to the plate and smoked a
three-run blast over the high rising
fence in left field to pull the Cougars
to within 5-4.

“I was thinking fast ball on the
corner and I got it,” said Bakie, who
will play football at Bryant Univer-
sity in September. “We needed to
come back big in the second inning
and we did. It was a big momentum
swing after falling behind early.”

Schneider got out of the inning still
with a 5-4 lead after he retired Jim
Shriner on a line drive shoestring
catch by right fielder Will Jennings.

Cranford tied the game in third by
stringing together a two out rally.
Maglino dropped a single down the
right field line and Matt Perino was
hit-by-a-pitch. Tyler Szczech then beat
out a slow roller past the pitcher that
brought home a run after the throw to
first base was off line.

The Cougars took the lead in the
fourth inning when Oblachinski ripped
a solo home run over the leftfield
fence.

“The pitch before the home run had
been an inside pitch, which I love, but
I missed it,” said Oblachinski. “He
came back with it again and the sec-
ond time I got it and was able to really

turn on it. To get up on them 6-5 at that
point after being down 5-0, was so
important. We had been chipping away
against them and it felt like we just
needed to get over the top.”

Governor Livingston finally an-
swered with a run to tie the game
again in the fourth inning. Serretti
ripped an RBI double down the
leftfield line to score McCullough,
who singled. The potential go ahead
runner actually made it to third base
with no outs but Donovan bore down
and retired the next three Highlanders
in order.

Cranford regained the lead quickly
in the fifth against reliever Ryan
Munroy. With one out and runners on
second and third, Obalchinski poked
a two-run single to left that gave
Cranford an 8-6 lead. The Cougars
tacked on a pair of very important
insurance runs in the seventh inning.
Singles by Szczech and Oblachinski
along with an intentional walk issued
to Bakie loaded the bases with just
one out. Munroy struck out Shriner
before Mike Meola delivered a two-
run single up the middle.

Leading by four, Cranford sent
righty reliever Gordon Graceffo to
the mound to close out the game in the
seventh. Two quick outs put the High-
landers on the brink of defeat before
Cocchia smacked a single into center.
Jennings slashed a single down the
right field line. Graceffo walked the
next batter and suddenly the bases
were loaded with the tying run com-
ing to the plate.

McCullough swatted a two-run
single to center. Serretti bounced an
RBI single off of first baseman’s glove
making it 10-9. Reid stepped to the
plate with a chance to be the hero but
hit a hard grounder to short that
Oblachinski handled cleanly to get
the force out at second base to end the
game.

Donovan allowed nine hits over six
innings with two walks and two
strikeouts. Bakie finished 3-for-4 with
three RBI and Meola went 3-for-5
with two RBI. Szczech went 3-for-3
with two runs, while Maglino went 2-
for-4 with two runs for Cranford.

GL’s Schneider allowed seven hits
over three and two-thirds innings to
take the loss. Serretti went 2-for-5
with three RBI. McCulloch went 3-
for-5 with two RBI.
Cranford 041 120 2 10
Gov. Livingston 500 100 3 9

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FLANKED BY OFFENSIVE POWER...Cougar pitcher Kevin Donovan, center, was fortunate enough to receive key home
runs from senior captains Brian Oblachinski, left, and Ryan Bakie in the 10-9 win against the Highlanders.

BRADY 3 GOALS, 4 ASSTS; WALKER RULES FACE-OFFS

Raiders Ground Eagles, 19-3,
In Boys Lacrosse 1st Round

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Substitutions came onto the field
much earlier than anticipated when the
fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School first team won every face-
off and converted them all to goals to
seize a 16-0 first-half lead en route to
a 19-3 triumph over the 13th-seeded
Middletown South Eagles boys la-
crosse team in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 3 Tournament in
Scotch Plains on May 17.

“This is the first time they [Eagles]
made it to this tournament. All the
tight games our kids played in the
whole entire year is really starting to
pay off. We have started to click the
past two weeks,” Raider Head Coach
Nick Miceli said.

Senior David Walker won every
face-off, which set up the “Great Scotch
Plains Turkey (or Eagle) Shoot” that
kept the 9-9 Eagles and goalkeeper
Matt Marino very busy until the Raider
first team strutted to the sidelines be-
fore the first half ended to allow their
reserves to take over from that point
onward. During that span, Walker, who
will play for Rutgers next year, won
every face-off, scooped nine ground
balls and added a goal and an assist in
the onslaught.

“I try to get the ball every time I
can. When we score a goal in the
beginning and we get the ball over
and over again, it totally deflates the
other team. We just get continued
possessions throughout the entire

game. You saw it in the first half, they
hardly touched the ball. I think it’s a
key to our success. If you have a great
face-off guy, you can keep the ball the
whole game and if you have an of-
fense like we have right now, you can
keep going.” Walker explained. “We
try not to buy into whether it’s going
to be an easy game or a hard game. We
know, if we are going to play our
game, we are going to win. It’s as
simple as that.”

“We won the face-offs and now our
offense is clicking. That’s real tough
to deal with,” Coach Miceli added.

As he had been doing all season,
junior Jack Brady was striking gold.
First, he would position himself behind
the Eagles’ net then spot a teammate
making his cut. Brady assisted on the
first two goals made by Noah Costanzo,
who finished with three goals, and An-
thony Magnotta, respectively. He also
assisted Rob Gordon (3 goals) on a pair
of goals then decided to get into the
scoring act himself and finished with
three goals and four assists.

“He’s really having a heck of a year.
He was a solid player as a sophomore
but he really had a breakthrough his
junior year. Everybody knows about
him,” Coach Miceli said.

“I’m just looking for the cutters com-
ing around trying to draw the defend-
ers and find the open man in front of
the goal for an easy shot,” Brady said.
“Other than Robert, I like to set up
Noah. He’s always on the crease and is
a good finisher. Greg [Oross] is also a

great finisher and Richie [Nardone].
All good finishers.”

“The seniors have been around for
eight years now and towards the end
of the season we are really getting to
click. And it’s mostly what’s going on
with the offense. All the seniors, who
have been playing all this time, are
getting to mesh very well. My goals
are just a product of that, the team
working together, the team
synergizing,” Gordon said.

The 10-8 Raiders ended the first
quarter with a 7-0 lead. In addition to
Costanzo and Magnotta, Brady and
Gordon netted two and Anthony Por-
ter, who finished with two goals,
scored on a wraparound.

The first goal of the second quarter
took only 26 seconds when Walker
won the face-off then stuffed the net.
Oross, who later added an assist, scored
next then the Brady-to-Gordon combo
came next to make the score, 10-0.
Porter found gold next then Brady
jarred the ball loose from an Eagle,
scooped it then charged downfield for
another score. Walker assisted Tyler
Malauseena on the next goal.
Malauseena added his second goal on
a juke-and-fake maneuver in front of
the Eagle goalkeeper. Costanzo flicked
in a pair of goals then Malauseena
notched his third goals to end the half
with a 16-0 Raider lead.

Each team scored once in the third
quarter then Raider Aidan Guma
scored an open-net goal early in the

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A MOVE TOWARD THE GOAL...Raider Jason Calabria, No. 21, makes a move toward the goal in the state first
round game against Middletown South in Scotch Plains on May 17. The Raiders won handily, 19-3.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING AROUND TO SCORE...Highlander Stephen Reid hooks around third
base to score the third run of the first inning against the Cougars.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOME RUN TROT...Highlander Dan Serretti trots around third base after
blasting a two-run homer in the first inning against the Cougars.

Reading is Good For You
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568 Sherwood Parkway, Westfield 
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This charming Colonial has been lovingly maintained and awaits your personal touches! An 

incredible porch welcomes you home! Spacious living room with fireplace opens to the den 

with built-ins. Nice sized formal dining room opens to the eat-in kitchen with abundant 

cabinetry. A powder room off the kitchen completes the first floor. Upstairs you'll find a 

bright master bedroom with full bathroom and a good sized closet. Three additional 

bedrooms share the main hall bathroom. A special feature is an adorable sitting room 

attached to the 4th bedroom adding additional living space. The partially finished walk-out 

basement offers a recreation room, laundry, storage space, and access to the yard. 

Beautifully landscaped, fabulous curb appeal! This storybook home is truly a gem!  

Presented for $735,000

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Westfield Natives
Pen Interesting Books

Westfield natives Henry Sturcke and
Joe Monninger are WHS graduates
and published authors. Both have lived
rather eclectic lives, and both recently
wrote a new book. Both are quick
reads, with much local name-drop-
ping.

Sturcke (’66), whose family immi-
grated to town in the 1930s, takes his
readers on a wild journey in “Fooled
Into Thinking: Dylan, the Sixties and
the End of the World.” The book be-
gins on Friday, Nov. 22, 1963, when
President John F. Kennedy was assas-
sinated, and concludes less than six
years later after Sturcke returns to his
college dorm after attending the
Woodstock Music and Art Fair.

It’s an absolutely fascinating read
… growing up on Wells Avenue in
highly conservative Westfield, buying
Bob Dylan albums at the Music Staff,
working at his father Charlie’s Robert
Treat’s delicatessen (his Uncle Harry
built and owned the original deli, and
his uncle Herman built Echo Lanes on
Route 22) and also playing in several
local bands.

At WHS – siblings Edith ’69 and
Ken ’69 also attended – he tried out for
football but gave it up to try the school’s
newest sport, soccer. (He spent two
years as Coach Bjarne Tonneson’s
trusty team manager.) He also tried
out for the winter track team – Coach
Walt Clarkson’s boys running around
Stoneleigh Park because there was no
through traffic.

Sturcke devoured everything that
Dylan and the other folk singers of the
time were putting out. All the while he
was reading a religious magazine called
The Plain Truth, and becoming more
and more influenced by the World-
wide Church of God, a strict funda-
mentalist sect eagerly awaiting the
end of the world.

And really, if you grew up in the era
of the Cuban Missile Crisis, three
major political assassinations, an ever-
expanding Vietnam War, the Civil
Rights Movement, the Kent State
shootings, etc., could you blame him?

Then it was on to Boston University
where his religion cost him his first
real girlfriend. He later got involved in
photojournalism – hence, the ticket to
Woodstock.

That’s where the book ends.
Sturke went on to be a correspon-

dent in Brussels and Washington, and
was ordained as a minister of the
Worldwide Church of God, serving
congregations in Canada, America,
Germany and Switzerland. After re-
signing, he earned a Theology degree
at the University of Zurich, and en-
tered the ministry of the Reformed
Church in Switzerland.

This is his second book, the previ-
ous one coming out in 2005. “Fooled

Jack Brewster, a senior at Mountain Brook High, goes up for a hotly-contested
shot in the Alabama Class 7A championship game.

into Thinking” is currently available
in hardcover, paperback, on Kindle
and Amazon.com.

***
Monninger (’71) had a slightly dif-

ferent, but equally eclectic, background
story. A jock at WHS, he was a star
quarterback on an unbeaten football
team and third baseman on the base-
ball team. He earned a football schol-
arship to Temple University. After
graduating he spent a couple years in
the Peace Corps (in Upper Volta, now
Burkina Faso, West Africa).

An English professor at Plymouth
State University in New Hampshire,
his writing has appeared in Sports
Illustrated, the Boston Globe, Play-
boy and other big-name publications.

He has written 14 novels and three
non-fiction books. I’ve previously read
two: “Second Season,” a novel about
a former high school star struggling
with the impending death of his young-
est son to leukemia, and “Two-Ton,”
the story of the night in 1939 that Tony
(“I’ll moider da bum”) Galento
knocked down (but not out) the great
Joe Louis.

His latest is a Young Adult book
titled “Game Change.” It’s about Zeb
Holloway, a 17-year-old backup quar-

terback who is thrust into the starter’s
role a week before his Rumney Raid-
ers play in the New Hampshire state
championship game.

The book is set over seven days as
Holloway deals with the ups, downs,
loves, injuries, drama and college re-
cruiting while suddenly being put into
the spotlight. Oh, he’s being raised by
a single mom and living in a trailer,
which is located behind his uncle’s
auto repair shop, where Zeb works,
when he’s not deer hunting.

Old-time (1960s and early ’70s)
WHS sports fans will notice familiar
names (some misspelled) like Dun-
ham, Otzman, McCloskey, Gray,
Delorusso, Johnson and Deombleg.
And Rumney’s team manager is named

Dino, a nod to Monninger’s classmate
and team manager Dino Furnari. Oh,
Rumney’s coach is Coach K, a wink to
Monninger’s coach, Gary Kehler. “I
wonder how that slipped in,” he said.

And then there’s Monninger’s in-
teresting name selection for the high-
light-reel quarterback who is injured
the week before the title game – T.T.
Monroe. Anyone who was around the
old Columbus School playground in
the late 1960s would recognize T.T. as
the childhood nickname of two-time
Olympic wrestler Chris Campbell. And
Tracy “Pop” and Kevin “Spud” Mon-
roe were local legends on Windsor
Ave. (No comment from Monninger
on whether that was a coincidence or
more name-dropping.)

Either way, it’s a fun read, as much

Courtesy of Westfield Tennis Fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING AT THIRD SINGLES...Blue Devil Owen Bartok won at third singles
against J.P. Stevens.

to see what WHS names get dropped
as to see if Holloway, Coach K and
Rumney can pull off the upset.

Monninger’s book (ISBN 978-0-
544-53122-2) will be available on
Sept. 12.

IN THE GENES
On Saturday night, March 23, 1946,

Bob Brewster Sr. was the starting point
guard for the Newark Central High
team that lost to Elizabeth’s Thomas
Jefferson, 49-44, in the state Group 4
basketball final before a crowd of 4,800
at the Elizabeth Armory. He scored
one point in that game.

Seventy-one years later, Jack
Brewster, the youngest son of Bob’s
youngest son Roger (’83), helped
lead Mountain Brook to a 63-43 win
over Auburn in the Alabama state
Class 7A championship game on
March 4 in front of 14,000 fans at
the Birmingham Jefferson Conven-
tion Center.

Jack, a 6-foot, 175-pound senior
point guard, only scored one point in
the title game, but he contributed five
assists, five rebounds and two steals.
It was a nice bounce-back season after
missing his junior season following
major hip surgery.

It was Mountain Brook’s third state
title in five years, the previous two
with Jack’s older brother Will in the
lineup.

DEVIL OF THE YEAR
Which senior athlete-student will

be this year’s prestigious Devil of the
Year? The award has been given annu-
ally, except for 2015, to the senior who
really steps up in their senior year.

Here are the candidates: Liz Brucia,
Aedan Collins, Shannon Devitt, Jeff
Gagum, Owen Kessler, Matt LaCorte,
Hannah Liddy, Nick Maher, Phil Mar-
tini, Jack Miller, Griff Morgan, Taylor
Morgan, Mike Moriarty, Owen
Prybylski, Danielle Rinaldi, Christina
Seery, Jack Shirk, Liz Sottung.

The winner will be announced next
week.

COLLEGE CHATTER
Caroline Baldwin (’14), a junior co-

captain of the women’s swim team at
North Carolina, currently ranks No. 3
all-time at the school in the 50 (22.24)
and 100 free (48.76), and No. 4 in the
100 back (52.43). She also swam lead-
off on three school record relays: 200
medley, 200 free and 400 free. The
daughter of former WHS basketball
standout Jack Baldwin (’82) is a broad-
cast journalism major.

Sarah Cronin (’14), a junior at
Brown, swam on three school-record
setting relays at the Ivy League cham-
pionships. Her top times in the 200
(1:48.13) and 100 (49.82) freestyles
are No. 2 and No. 3 all-time at the
Rhode Island school.

Liz Cusick (’13) finished her la-
crosse career at Stanford with 68 goals,
including 42 as a senior. She had a
career-best six goals in her next-to-
last game, against California.

Courtney Weisse (’13) had her best
season as a Dartmouth senior, netting
37 of her 59 career goals. She had
three five-goal games and earned sec-
ond team all-Ivy League honors.

Lexi Borr (’13) earned third team
all-Atlantic Coast Conference as a
senior tennis player at Boston Col-
lege.

CELEBRATE STEW
After 48 years in the Westfield

school district as a teacher, coach and
administrator, Stew Carey is retiring.
All former athletes of Mr. Carey
(Edison Jr. High basketball/baseball,
Westfield High jayvee and varsity bas-
ketball) are invited to a gathering on
June 17, hosted by Joe and Tom Della
Badia at Tom’s house in Westfield.
Please spread the word to your former
teammates and contact Joe (908-377-
9477) or Tom (908-370-9668) for more
details and to RSVP.

Courtesy of Westfield Tennis Fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING AT FIRST DOUBLES...Blue Devils Matt Su and Rob Faktor won
their first doubles match against J.P. Stevens.

David B. Corbin (UCT files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING AT SECOND DOUBLES...Blue Devils Jacob Tananbaum and  Dave
Sprung won their second doubles match against J.P. Stevens.

Unique opportunity to get into prime Westfield location with shared
executive office space. Take your business to the next level in one of
our three impressive offices on the 3rd floor of this high-profile building!

*Pricing ranges from $500 - $1,000/month
Separate 700 sqft on 1st floor also available.

Call Laurieann at 908.233.4840 and let us provide you with the
office space, technology and administrative services you need so

you can focus on your core business.

SHARED OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Amenities include:
• Office building is newly renovated with outstanding curb appeal

and an elegant lobby to welcome your clients and guests

• Offices can come furnished or unfurnished

• Access to executive conference room

• Kitchen w/ refreshment bar

• High speed internet

• Private Parking Lot

• Optional shared full time receptionist

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-07

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
CHAPTER 34, ARTICLE II OF
THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD, EN-
TITLED “POLICE DEPART-
MENT, RANK AND CLASSIFI-
CATION”

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood
(the “Borough”) has previously adopted
Chapter 34, Article II of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood establishing the
Borough’s Police Department; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood
and PBA Local 117 are parties to a collec-
tive negotiations agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to re-
peal Chapter 34, Article II of the Borough
Code in its entirety to comply with the
collective negotiations agreement which
sets forth a negotiated salary guide for all
bargaining unit of members of the Police
Department; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the governing body of the Borough of
Garwood that Chapter 34, Article II of the
Borough Code, entitled “Police Depart-
ment, Rank and Classification” is hereby
repealed in its entirety; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any
ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with
the provisions of this Ordinance are re-
pealed to the extent of such conflict; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this
Ordinance shall take effect upon passage
and publication in accordance with appli-
cable law.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-07, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 23rd, DAY OF MAY 2017, and that
Ordinance No. 17-07, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 13th, DAY OF JUNE
2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-007828-17
FILE NO. 23372-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
DIANEL SANTIAGO;

EUGENIO SANTIAGO;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BANK C/F TOWER DBW IV
2014-1 is the plaintiff and WILFREDO
SANTOS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-007828-17 within thirty-five
(35) days after May 25, 2017 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-211, sold
on 12/4/2014, dated 12/8/2014, and was
recorded on 2/6/2015 in Book 13879 at
Page 823, made by SONYA L. WINGATE,
Collector of Taxes of HILLSIDE, and State
of New Jersey to US BANK C/F TOWER
DBW IV 20141 and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, US BANK C/F TOWER DBW IV
20141. This covers real estate located in
HILLSIDE, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 9 BLOCK
1411 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of HILLSIDE
and concerns premises commonly known
as 1231-3 WOODRUFF AVENUE, HILL-
SIDE, New Jersey.

YOU, DIANEL SANTIAGO and
EUGENIO SANTIAGO, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on October 19, 2001, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Middlesex County, by Dianel
Santiago and Eugenio Santiago against
Daniel Mendez disclosing a debt in the
amount of $5,500.00, plus interest and
costs. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: May 19, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $67.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Ordinance 17-05-02 was introduced by
the Board of Health of the Borough of
Fanwood on May 4, 2017 2017.

Copies of this ordinance can be ob-
tained without cost at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood New Jersey between the hours
of 8AM and 4PM, Monday thru Friday and
Thursday Evening 5PM thru 8PM.

The purpose of this ordinance is “AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER
354, SANITARY REGULATIONS, AR-
TICLE V, FOOD AND DRINK, SECTION
354-13B, LICENSING; FEES” so as to
add the requirements for obtaining tempo-
rary food licenses.

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on or before August 3,
2017, or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 5/25/17, the Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Town of Westfield is requesting
proposals for new parking meters in the
downtown.

The proposal is due by 10:00am,
Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at the Office of
the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090. An
original and seven (7) copies of the pro-
posals must be submitted.

Proposals will be rejected if not submit-
ted within time, date and place designated.

Specifications can be obtained through
the Town Clerk’s Office between the hours
of 8:30am and 4:30pm. Questions regard-
ing the RFP should be made in writing
addressed to the Town Clerk, Town of
Westfield, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090 or faxed to (908) 233-
3077 at least 5 business days prior to the
date of submittal.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 16th of May
2017.

ORDINANCE 2017-8

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION 24-4.2 (LI-
CENSE FEES) AND SUBSEC-
TION 24-4.3 (NONPROFIT OR-
GANIZATIONS) IN SEC-
TION24-4 (RETAIL FOOD
HANDLING ESTABLISH-
MENTS) IN CHAPTER 24
(HEALTH) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-9

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLE-
MENT AND AMEND SUBSEC-
TION 23-3.18 (ML-1 MULTI-
FAMILY ZONE, ML-2 MULTI-
FAMILY ZONE) IN CHAPTER
23 (ZONING) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION 2-20.2 (AP-
POINTMENTS; REMOVAL OF
CHIEF) IN SECTION 2-20
(FIRE DEPARTMENT, ESTAB-
LISHMENT AND REGULA-
TIONS) IN CHAPTER 2 (AD-
MINISTRATION) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 5/25/17, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

MEETING TIME CHANGE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Mayor and Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has changed the
time of their Conference Meeting sched-
uled for June 7, 2017. The meeting will
begin at 5:30 p.m. and be held in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/25/17, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-08

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION (H) IN §106-118
(FENCES AND WALLS) IN
ARTICLE VIII (ZONE REGU-
LATIONS) IN CHAPTER 106
(LAND USE) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO AMEND RE-
STRICTIONS ON FENCES ON
CORNER LOTS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood:

SECTION 1. Subsection H in §106-118
(Fences and Walls) in Article VIII (Zone
Regulations) in Chapter 106 (Land Use) of
the Code of the Borough of Garwood is
hereby amended to read as follows:

H. On a corner lot, no fence more than
six feet in height shall be permitted in the
side yard closest to the street, that is,
beyond the side line of the principal build-
ing On a vacant corner lot, no fence shall
be allowed beyond the permitted building
envelope on the side closest to the street.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law and upon filing with
the Union County Planning Board.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 17-08, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 23rd, DAY OF MAY 2017, and that
Ordinance No. 17-08, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting room in the Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 13th, DAY OF JUNE
2017, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $54.06
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Blue Devils Halt Red Devils in Boys Lax, 6-4
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

301 Meeting House Lane, Mountainside     $749,000. 
Tending by a loving hand, on a park-like property, the interior charms 
you with hardwood floors, expansive windows, living room with fire-
place, updated kitchen with breakfast & sitting area and an easy flow. 
Outdoors you'll find a deck, mature plantings and patio for hours of fun.  

834 Johnston Drive, Watchung                $2,200,000. 
Resort style living is yours in the architectural designed masterpiece with 
an open floor plan for endless sunlight & fabulous NYC views. Natural 
materials such as copper, cedar & marble highlight the interior while an 
in-ground pool, patios & fountains enhance the exterior.  

791 Lamberts Mill Road, Westfield                  $665,000. 
A superb sun lit porch highlights this inviting home which offers a master 
bedroom suite, junior suite, living room with fireplace, formal dining 
room and family room with built-ins. There are three more bedrooms, a 
third full bath, hardwood floors, deck, update roof and a beautiful yard. 

858 Summit Avenue, Westfield                $1,275,000. 
The inventive layout of this young Colonial effervesces with high ceiling, 
framed hardwood floors and many coveted comforts. The family room 
flows to the gourmet kitchen. Highlights include: marvelous master suite, 
loft,  media room or guest suite with wet bar and an outdoor kitchen. 

46 Mildred Terrace, Clark      $579,000. 
The open floor plan offers an ideal venue for comfortable yet gracious 
living. Whether you are in the family room with cathedral ceiling or the 
living room with fireplace you are near the updated eat-in kitchen, laun-
dry room and patio. A private master with updated bath is nearby as well. 

1039 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield                   $1,175,000.     
Residing on one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this quintessential 
Center Hall Colonial features hardwood floors, updated baths & eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters & slider to expansive deck with grilling 
area, hot tub and panoramic view of the 100 x 200  park-like property. 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRIDING OVER THE HURDLES...Cougar Josiah Cadet, left, and his opponents stride over the first hurdle in the 110-
hurdle finals at the Union County Championships. Cadet took fifth in the 110 hurdles and second in the 400 hurdles.

PASCAUL WINS PV, CADET 2ND 400H, DWYER 3RD LJ, HJ

Elizabeth Edges Viking Boys
For UCT Track & Field Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top honors for the Union County
Tournament boys track and field
crown went to Elizabeth but only by
one point (100-99) just ahead of the
Union Catholic Vikings at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield on May 18-19.
Rahway took third at 47, followed by
Governor Livingston (GL) at 45,
Westfield at 36 and Cranford at 32.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed 10th
at 21.

On Day 2, Cougar Trey Pascual
was the highest flyer in the pole vault
with a height of 13-6 and teammate
Mark Lynch took sixth with a height
of 11-6. But on Day 1, Cougar Josiah
Cadet nearly had his dream come true
in the 400 hurdles. Cadet, who set his
school’s record (55.15) in the 400
hurdles at the UC Conference meet,
did one better when he gave it his all
to place second in the event at 54.78
just a nose behind GL Highlander
Andrew Aguilera who finished in
54.74. Cougar Kyle Ledford finished
10th at 59.89.

“The second hurdle, I miscounted,
hit it but I went through that. And like
the last three, I hit the third one but I
wanted to get first so bad. I had to
keep going,” Cadet expressed.

Around the far turn, Cadet was in
the mix with four runners but he put in
the extra effort down the stretch.

“I was just determined to win. I had
to. I can’t let anyone else beat me. It’s
a mental thing,” Cadet revealed.

The Blue Devil boys figured to
present a strong showing in the field
events and the jumps with several
personal records (PR) being estab-
lished at the conference meet the week
prior. Ian Humphrey topped his best
throw by 24 feet to win the javelin
with a toss of 164-11.

“It was a terrific performance. The
thing too is our throws crew has come
a long way in the javelin event. We
have intense competition for our third
spot between Ian, [Brendan] Riccardi
and the freshman Jeremy Kronheimer,
who threw 137, which is only four
feet off our freshman record, which is
held by Patrick Gray,” pointed out

Blue Devil Head Coach Chris Tafelski,
who added, “Having the depth we
have at that event and having the
youth we have at that event is really
nice. Brendan is a junior. We got
junior Joe San Giacomo, who has
thrown 153.”

The Blue Devil trio demonstrated
their fierce competition among them-
selves in the javelin event when San
Giacomo placed second with a PR
toss of 168-11, Fuccillo took third at
162-5 and Humphrey took fourth at
157-6. Dakota Acosta (Elizabeth) took
first with a toss of 170-3.

The power men in the shot put
event have been making big gains
also.

“Coston O’Brien threw 50 feet in
the shot. We haven’t had a 50-foot
shot putter in probably eight, nine
years, and he is throwing 138 in the
discus, so we are getting good contri-
butions from good guys all around.
We have a freshman shot put record,
Tim Allegro, with 43-11, and DeClan
McCauley is 109 feet in the discus.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

ter and in the second half with Red
Devil face-off specialist Matt White
winning the majority of the battles of
the Wolverines in the pit. McCauley
finished with 13 saves.

“I think our defense is a really
tough defense all-around. We focused
a lot on correcting our errors this
week. We all got each other’s back. If
it comes down on our end, we can get
a lot of turnovers. It came down to the
amount of turnovers we were able to
force and how well we played when
the ball is on the defensive end,”
McCauley said.

Freshman defenseman Colin Freer
made some key takeaways when the
Blue Devils and McCauley really
needed a shift in momentum.

“Colin is a freshman. He plays like
one of the older guys. He was thrown
in there from the beginning of the
season and he really responded. He’s
been a guy I have been close to be-
cause he is in my brothers grade. I
knew when he was pushed into the
lineup, he would do well,” McCauley
said.

“It’s been a rivalry pretty much for
a while. We played them earlier in the
season, beat them by three but it was
a tight game. We had a focused men-
tality coming into this game. We
scouted them pretty hard and we knew
what was at stake. Our seniors don’t
want to see this season end. Neither
do we. We think we can do something
special, so it’s just the hype around

that and wanting to win the champi-
onship,” Wornow said.

“They play physical. They are a big
team. They have a lot of depth but I
think we came out here, we executed
in the first half. We were rough in the
second half but Jack stepped up in
cage. He made some major stops,”
McLane said.

“Jack played lights out,” Wornow
added.

“Even in football, being a football
player, with Hunterdon Central is al-
ways a game where there’s something
that goes wrong but today there were
a lot of mistakes on both ends. Mis-
takes that we have to correct going in.
But we had a tough week of practice
and we scouted them really hard. That

paid off in the end,” McCauley said.
Even though the Red Devils had

the edge on the face-offs in the first
quarter, the Blue Devils with their
takeaways, took a 3-1 lead. Wornow
scored the first goal on a neat curling
maneuver and sprint down the right
center to ripple the net with 5:30 on
the clock. It took only 30 seconds for
Lantine to knot the score but Bond
scored with :54 remaining on a shot
similar to Wornow’s but with a curl
and sprint down the left center.

“When we scouted, Nicky [Bond]
and I knew that the two poles were
going to come out and press us all the
way out on the field. Nicky scored the
same way on the second goal. Pretty
much our mentality was we can get

the ball around if we pull them high
then run by them. If we can get our
hands free, anyone on our offense can
bury that shot,” Wornow explained.
“It really came down to them pressing
down and us being able to beat them
with our speed.”

Just 10 seconds later, McLane fed
Rittendale on his goal. Early in the
second quarter, Rittendale intercepted
a pass and returned the favor to
McLane, who scored with 9:56 left in
the half.

“Ritt and I have some good chem-
istry because we have been playing
together for a long time. Ritt made a
nice play. He intercepted a pass and
we got a goal. We were able to push in
transition,” McLane explained.

One minute later,
Wornow pushed in his
second goal then two
minutes later, McLane
notched his second goal
to put the Blue Devils in
the driver’s seat, 6-2.
Although there were no
goals in the third quar-
ter, Rittendale was de-
nied another score when
Red Devil keeper Nolan
Riche stopped his
pointblank shot.

Three minutes into
the fourth quarter Bill
scored then with 6:30
remaining Parker
scored on a sidearm
shot. From that point,
the Blue Devils’ defense
and McCauley really
tightened the reins.

The trip to face the
Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers is certainly not
a rare occasion.

“They ended our sea-
son the past two years,
so we are coming out

hot. We are ready,” McLane stated.
“I think it’s going to come down to

our focus in practice, what we do for
scouting. Like in this game, we were
prepared for everything they brought
out. I think we can do something
special out there,” Wornow expressed.

“Bridgewater is a tough team but
nothing we can’t handle. I know
Bridgewater really well. The rivalry
with Bridgewater has grown. They
played us in swimming in the state
championships, football, lacrosse the
past few years. I enjoy playing them.
They play hard. It’s going to be a
tough game but I think we are up to
the challenge,” McCauley said.
Hunterdon Central 1 1 0 2 4
Westfield 3 3 0 0 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CURLING TOWARD THE GOAL...Blue Devil Jake Wornow, No. 43, heads toward the Red
Devil goal during the North Group 4 first round game against Hunterdon Central in Westfield.
Wornow scored twice and Westfield won, 6-4.
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Elizabeth Edges Vikings in UCT Track, Field Championships
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

#1 REALTOR , Westfield East Office, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield...Spectacular custom built home, over 6000 sq. ft., on private Cul-de-sac featuring 6 bedrooms, 5 bath with desirable open floor plan for easy relaxed living and elegant
amenities for entertaining.  Kitchen with large center island with separate eating area and adjoining screen porch and deck. Spacious master suite and 1st floor bedroom, large finished
basement  with home office, exercise/rec room and bedroom with full bath. Close to downtown shopping and restaurants, schools, park and NYC transportation. Offered for $1,399,000.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROUNDING THE TURN...Blue Devil Spencer Weigand, right, leads a pack of
Blue consisting of Blue Devils, Raiders and Union Catholic Vikings in the seeded
group of the 800 meters at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May 19.

He is only three feet off our freshman
record,” Coach Tafelski said.

Although Rahway’s Jordan West
easily won the shot put with a shove
of 64-2, O’Brien took sixth and tied
his PR with a shove of 50-5.25, fol-
lowed by Raider Izu Mozie at 50-0.5.

The Blue Devils have also ben-
efited from the production of Phil
Dwyer in the long jump and high
jump.

“Phil has come a long way. He’s
young as a track and field athlete
because last spring was his first sea-
son with us. He made the commit-
ment last fall in cross-country so we
could get started in prep of a group of
sprinters. He has been a key player
for us in our sprint relays. That speed
goes over really well for the long
jump and the high jump. He’s not
particularly tall but he’s got really
good pop to get over that bar,” Coach
Tafelski said.

At the conference meet, Dwyer es-
tablished a PR to take second in the
long jump with a leap of 21-7.75 and
cleared 6-2 in the high jump. On Coach
Tafelski’s discussion of the merits of
his PR in the long jump, Dwyer re-
plied, “It pretty much just felt good.
When the weather is right, you feel
good and you are ready to go.”

At 5-10, Dwyer is not as tall as the
majority of the big-time long jump-
ers. “I think the steps are good right
now and they are very consistent like
I am always on where I need to be. I
guess I am going for 22 [feet] at this
point but some of the coaches kind of
want me to go for the school record.
It may be 23-3. It might be a little bit
longer, so we will see how it goes,”

Dwyer said.
His clearance of 6-2 in the high

jump is also impressive considering
his stature.

“I honestly didn’t think I could get
that high but when you get to a certain
point, when you are coming at it, you
want to put speed into it. So when you
put speed into it, it gives you a lot of
bounce off your leg. It seems to work,
so I have no complaints,” Dwyer said.

Linden’s Schadrac Petit-Homme
won the high jump with a clearance of
6-6. Dwyer and Raider Nigel Nelson
tied for third with a height of 6-0 and
Cougar Addison Chang took seventh
at the same height. Dwyer did, how-
ever, add a new PR when he placed
third in the long jump with a leap of
21-11.25. Viking Isaac Eason won
with a leap of 22-11.25. Chang took
ninth at 20-2.5.

Raider Mozie took second in the
discus with a toss of 156-5 and
O’Brien took eighth at 135-8. Chang
took fifth in the triple jump with a
distance of 44-2.5 and Cougar Aaron
Cancio took eighth at 42-7.25.
Aguilera crossed second in the 110
hurdles at 14.71 and Josiah Cadet
finished fifth at 15.41. Aguilera also
took second in the 200 at 21.95,
followed by Josh Cadet at 22.35.
Raider Dwight Laylor finished eighth
at 22.89.

Raider Ben Fleischman finished
second in the 3,200 at 9:50.97. Blue
Devil Ben Salerno at 10:20.65 and
Cougar Tom Whitehead at 10:21.82
finished 7-8. Union’s Jon Mobisa took
top honors in the 1,600 with a time of
4:21.23. Blue Devils Jacob Triarsi at
4:29.53 and Spencer Weigand at

4:33.48 took 6-8 and Raider Brandon
Garcia finished ninth at 4:33.56.
Weigand finished sixth in the 800 at
1:58.87 and Raider Colin Sullivan
crossed 11th at 2:00.33.

UC Viking Makay Johnson won
the 100 dash with a time of 10.76 and
Josh Cadet took sixth at 11:13, while
Raider  Laylor finished eighth at
11.21. Viking Elijah Brown crossed

first in the 400 at 49.09 and GL’s
Aguilera finished third at 50.01. Blue
Devil Cameron McLaughlin finished
ninth at 50.86.

Blue Devils Ron Brown, Dan
Audino, Weigand and McLaughlin
finished third in the 4x400 at 3:27.05,
followed by Cougars Josh and Josiah
Cadet, Peter Gilligan and Ledford at
3:27.75.

50+ A DIVISION (May19)
TEAM W L T
Deegan Roofing 7 0
Linwood Inn 5 2 1
Contact Lens & Vision 3 4 1
Joe Max Telecom 3 6

50+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L T
Riverside Inn 7 1
Roselle American Legion 7 2
Top Line 4 3 1
Cranford VFW 4 3 1
National Energy Network 3 5

50+ C DIVISION
TEAM W L
Driftwood Bar & Grill 4 4
Waxtel Const/Bad Brains 2 6
AJ Jersey 1 7
10th St. Live Bar & Grill 1 8

Linwood Inn 23, JoeMax 19
Tied 19-19, the Tap House scored

4 times in the top of the 7th. Brian
Schaefer and Jeff Villani (4 hits
apiece), Joe Sarica, Jim Sydlo and
Mac Kowaleski (3 hits each), Slope
Rzewuski (HR) and Mike DiRienzo
(HR), and pitcher Rich Johns (4 RBI)
led Linwood. Pat Nigro, Tom
Ulichny, Rob Stratton and home runs
by Pete Costello, Mike McKenna
and Bruce Evans sparked the JoeMax
attack.
Riverside 17, National Energy 2

Dennis Maluchnik and Rich
Conklin (4 RBI apiece), Tom
Wolansky and John McClung (3 hits
each) and pitcher Mario Fastiggi led
Riverside. Billy Hillyer drove in the 2
NEN runs.
Roselle A.L. 21, Top Line 11

Jim Bean (4-for-4, HR) and Ed
Rodriguez (3H, HR) and pitcher
Rich Vella (3 hits) with contribu-
tions from Bill Dugan, Jim
McCullough, Dave Wayman and
Bob Glassman led Roselle. Carrie
Durrett and Greg Hartnett (3 hits
apiece) and Ray DiMaggio (4 RBI)
led Top Line.
Deegan 18, Contact Lens 11

Trailing 10-5 after three innings,
Deegan Roofing mounted a furious
late inning comeback. Farlan Alusik
(4H, 2 3B, 6RBI), Scott Mugele (4H,
2B, 2RBI), Peter Appolito (3H),
Knobby Nardello (3H, 3B), and Joe
DiFabio (long HR) led the
Deeganators. Tim Walsh (3-for-3,
HR), Jimmy Jimenez (HR), Neil
Kaufman (3B) and Matt Kasper (3B),
Kerry Gelb (2B, 3B) and Ken Zierler
(2 hits) led the Lensmen. Kaufman
sparkled in the field.
Linda’s Inn II 22, AJ Jersey 21

Trailing 21-10 in the sixth, the Inn
Keepers scored 8 in the 6th and 4
more in the bottom of the 7th. Mike
Smith, Roy Melvin, Al Brown and Ed

Engram all had big games for Linda’s.
Pat Ferro collected 4 hits and 4 RBI
for AJ Jersey.
Cranford VFW 23, 10th Street 7

Nick Pace (3-run HR) and Billy
Hinkle (each with 4 hits) led the 30-
hit barrage adding support for pitch-
ers Hinkle and Mark McGlynn.
National Energy 20, AJ Jersey 0

Tom Colandro (4-for-4, 3 runs),
Dave Grandmaison (3 hits, 3 RBI,
HR), Brian Granstrand (3 RBI) and
John Campanella (3 hits) were the
Energizers.
Bad Brains 24, 10th Street Bar 13

Bad Brains pounded out 29 hits led
by Keith McDede (5 hits), Ken
Zeidner (4H, HR, 6 RBI), Joe
Kennedy (4H 2 2B), Ramon Martinez
(3H, HR, 3 RBI), and Jose Cortes
(also with 3 hits) led the Brains. Jose
Santana, Pat Sarullo, Mike Ju and
Fred Marchev all contributed to the
Bad Brains offense.
Top Line 21, Cranford VFW 21

VFW scored 5 runs in the bottom of
the 6th inning knotting the score, with
the game ending in a tie due to dark-
ness. Cranford had Carl Gamba (5-
for-5, 2 triples), Rob LaConti (5RBI)
and Chris Kaminski (4RBI) both 3-
for-4 and Phil McGovern (booming
2-run HR). Carey Durrett (HR) and
Dave Ball (4 hits each) with Ron
Kulik, Ray DiMaggio and Rory
Caldwell each going yard led the
Appliance Makers.
Linda’s II 11, Roselle A.L. 8

Trailing 8-3, Linda’s scored 5 in
the 4th and 3 in the 7th. For the
Legion, Bob Glassman had several
nifty defensive plays, with Rich
Chapparo, Jeff Baier, Jim Mccullough
and Bill Buteau leading the early
Roselle charge.
Linwood Inn 7, Riverside Inn 2

In the battle of the bars game, de-
fense was the highlight for both teams.
Brian Schaefer (3-for-3) and Steve
Lerner, Mike DiRienzo, Slope
Rzewuski and pitcher Rich Johns
(each with 2 hits) led Linwood. Mark
Marriman (2 great catches and throw-
ing a runner out at home) and Mike
Garcia and Mario Fastiggi (both with
2 hits) led Riverside.
Deegan Roofing 22, JoeMax 7

John Garced (4-for-4), Knobby
Nardello (3-for-3), pitcher Doug
Fischer (3-for-3, 2B, HR) and solid
defense led the Roofers. Hits by Walt
Patrylo, Pete Costello and Bruce
Evans paced the Telecom attack.

60+ A DIVISION (May 19)
TEAM W L
Awnings Galore II 5 2
Creative Industries I 4 3
Kilkenny House 4 4
Liberty Lighting 2 5

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
DeBellis Associates 5 1
American Legion 6 2
Cranford VFW 5 3
Avengers 2 5
Creative Industries Too 0 8

Cranford VFW II 10, American
Legion 6

Leading 3-0 after the first and 5-3
lead after two, the VFW later added
three runs in the fifth to increase the
lead to 10-3. The Legion scored three
in the bottom of the seventh. Dave
Drechsel (3 hits), Ken Murray (2 hits,
3-run double, 5 RBI) and Vic Trindade
(2 runs, 2 RBI, 2 hits) led the VFW.
Avengers 24, Creative Too 20

Down by four runs in the bottom of
the 6th, the Avengers scored 10 runs
then held on for the victory. For the
Avengers Anthony Abbaleo (HR),

Doc Henley Black, Richie Krov (win-
ning pitcher in relief), Robert Maley,
Ron Horinko, Pete Gelesky and Rob-
ert Hoffman had 3 or more hits each.
Liberty Lighting 20, Kilkenny 14

With the score tied at 14, LLG
plated 6 in the bottom of 6th high-
lighted by Allen Betau’s blast off the
fence. Just a HR short of the cycle,
Rick Regenthal led the way with 4
hits. Mike Guatta, Tom MacDermant
and Willie Jackson solidified the ef-
fort with 3 hits each.
Cranford VFW II 13, Kilkenny 7

The VFW plated five runs in the 5th
inning to grab an 11-5 lead. George
Merlo (4 hits, 2 doubles, run, RBI),
Gary Schaller (3R) and Brian
McDermott (3RBI) each with three
hits, and Mike Volpe (2 hits, 3 RBI)
led the VFW offense.
American Legion 24, Avengers 16

For the Avengers Joe Brown, Doc
Henley Black, Bill Moore, Richie
Krov, Paul Brody, Robert Maley, and
Pete Gelesky each had 2 or more hits.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING THIRD IN THE HIGH JUMP...Blue Devil Phil Dwyer cleared 6-0 to
place third in the high jump event and also placed third in the long jump with a
personal-best leap of 21-11.25 at the Union County Championships.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

Probitas Verus Honos
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Blue Devils 2nd, Cougars 6th in UCT Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SPF Raiders Ground Eagles, 19-3, in Lacrosse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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R E A L T O R S®

These homes are just the beginning of all you’ll find on Weichert.com.

Phyllis
Brown

Holly
Cohen

Steven
Finter

Don
Villane

SCOTCH PLAINS. Price Reduction. Absolutely stunning 5 Bedroom, 4 Bath Colonial.
Over 4600 sq. ft. of spacious rooms w/open flow for entertaining. Wonderful architectural
design & details with beautiful woodwork and notable amenities. A fabulous chef's
kitchen with large center island, imported backsplash, huge FR with high ceiling, stylish LR and FDR with tray
ceilings, a computer center/office, a spectacular MBR Suite w/Walk-In Closets and MBth, 4 large BR's with large
closets and a fin. bsmt. A beautiful professionally landscaped backyard with paver patio and built-in barbecue/
cooking area, a 3 car garage, and a charming open front porch complete this special home. $1,075,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Architecturally compelling 5 Bedroom, 1910 treasure
masterfully incorporating the most advanced systems and finest
amenities for today`s lifestyle. Multi-Zone heating and Central Air,
designer kitchen, Grande columned wrap around porch, entry parlor, high ceilings,
impressive millwork, enclosed second floor porch and elegant staircase enhance this
home`s extraordinary appeal. Close to vibrant downtown, top rated schools, NYC
transportation and Mindowaskin Park. $999,900.

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Restored 1871 Victorian A Mackenzie-Childs inspired
décor, mahogany floors, butler pantry w/back stair, Heated Floors,
$30,000 lighting fixtures to remain, in-ground heated pool, Blue
Stone patio and Pool surround, Gorgeous gardens, KOI pond, Marble stone drive,
Restored Burry Biscuit Factory Iron fencing, 3 car garage w/Loft, front & rear
Mahogany porches, gourmet center island kitchen, 2 fireplaces, 1st floor laundry/
mud room, MBR w/private bath. $1,449,500.

VICTORIAN
WESTFIELD. Center Hall Farmhouse Colonial. Exterior
architectural details are a rustic farmhouse style. The custom back
covered patio with exposed beam ceiling feature a wood burning
fireplace. Pool sized yard can be customized. The walk-out basement ties the outdoor
living space to a spacious room. A spacious interior with large rooms and open flow
is enhanced with large windows. Specialty lighting, surround sound system and whole
house stereo. Over 6650 square feet (including basement). $2,125,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Ana
DeFigueiredo

Top Sales

Sales Associate
of the Month

Shannon
Dellafortuna
Top Units and
Dollar Volume

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPOTTING THE LOOSE BALL...Raider Rob Gordon, No. 15, spots a loose ball in the game against Middletown South in
Scotch Plains on May 17. The Raiders won handily, 19-3, and went on to defeat Mendham, 8-5, in the quarterfinals.

fourth quarter. After Eagles Alex
Madden and John Paggs scored,
Raider Mike DiGiacomo finished off
the scoring with a solo shot.

On May 4, the Raiders demon-
strated how far they have evolved as
a program when were knotted in a 10-
10 tie with second-seeded Westfield
in a Union County Tournament semi-
final game until Blue Devil Jake
Warnow managed to score the winner
with only 13 seconds on the clock.

“They didn’t think much of us. We
came out there. We played our hard-

est game. We really took it to them.
When it came down to it, it was just
the luck of the draw at that point,”
Gordon said. “We haven’t been within
six goals?”

Walker interjected, “Eleven goals!
That just talks a lot about the program
and what [Coach] Miceli has done
here. It really shows that we could
really play with any team in our county,
conference and in our state. We are
peaking at the right time.”

“We didn’t take any quarters off.
We gave it our all the whole game. It

came down to the last couple of sec-
onds. They got a goal and that’s it,”
Brady added.

The Raiders would host fifth-seeded
Mendham in the quarterfinal round
on May 20.

“It feels great to host the second
round and hopefully we will get the
job done there,” Brady said.

“We have to come to this game with
the same intensity as we did with
Westfield and we will win that game,”
Gordon said.

“We can’t take the game lightly
regardless of the team’s seed because
last year we were in the same position
and we ended up dropping it in a close
nail-biter game to Princeton,” Walker
recalled. “Take no games lightly, come
out an play like we have been. If we
come out, play strong, we will win the
game.”

As to his heading to Rutgers for
lacrosse next year, Walker commented,
“I’m just excited to get there. I want to
finish out our season here as successful
as we can then head down to New
Brunswick and get it going there.”

“We told them we don’t want this
season to end. They took care of that
business the first quarter and a half.
Put the game out of reach. Everybody
played,” Coach Miceli said. “[Now]
We have to have two good days of
practice. It’s going to be a dogfight.”
Middletown So. 0 0 1 2 3
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 9 1 2 19

ing, which was a full run, so there’s a
lot more power into it. That was the
first I tried it during Union County
Conference and that’s when I hit 124.
That’s when I broke the school record.
I was so happy about that one.”

However she was not finished. “I
still felt like I had more. Thankfully I
did. The second throw, I threw 128.
Now it comes today where I have to
try to beat my own school record. I’m
really hoping to get above 140 be-
cause that’s the county record I think,”
Moncayo said.

On Day 1, Moncayo won the discus
event with a toss of 118-8. Cougars
Brianna Scotti at 112-7 and Christina
Barlik at 102-2 placed 3-6.

“I think that was the hardest one out
of all the shot put, javelin and discus,
because you are not just going straight

forward like in javelin. Everything is
linear. But for discus, you have to go
360 degrees and land in a perfect
position where you have to throw it
perfectly,” Moncayo explained.

On Day 1, during the first lap of the
1,600, Blue Devil Mia Melao was
drafting just behind UC Viking front
runner Jerika Lufrano but midway
through the second lap, Lufrano de-
cided to stretch her lead. When she
crossed at the 800 mark, she extended
it to nearly 50 meters and refused to
yield as she finished first in 5:09.49.
Lufrano’s huge lead changed Melao’s
strategy.

“It shouldn’t have changed but it
definitely did. Personally, I did not
have my best race at all. My goal was
definitely to stay with Jerika. We have
been comparable in our times but she

just held this day. That’s where I
wanted to be. Around where she was,
was my aspiration for today but I had
a hard time with the heat,” Melao
said.

Melao found additional competi-
tion from teammate Sarah Hacker,
who surged ahead of her in the third
lap and maintained her lead until
Melao turned on the burners down the
stretch to finish second with a time of
5:24.01, while Hacker finished third
at 5:25.46, followed by Raider Maddy
Bord at 5:32.19. Blue Devil Caroline
Stockwell finished ninth at 5:38.53.

“When I saw the official holding up
the card saying ‘One’, I got into leav-
ing it all on the track. I was hurting so
bad but I knew my time wasn’t what it
was, so I had to get the place. That
helped me a little bit,” Melao ex-
plained. “Sarah had a heck of a race.
I am so proud of her. 94 degree heat!”

Hacker also had a heck of a race on
Day 2 when she finished second at
11:41.41 in the 3,200 behind Lufrano
at 11:24.33. Blue Devils Melao at
11:53.81 and Taylor Bechtloff at
12:03.33 finished 3-4, and Cougar
Julia Kelly finished eighth at 12:42.29.
Blue Devil Emma Jackler crossed
third in the 800 with a time of 2:20.82,
while Cougar Lindsay Aschmies at
2:23.32 and Blue Devil Devyn
Heinzerling at 2:23.84 finished 7-8.

Cougar Taylor Grant took second
in the high jump with a height of 5-0
and Blue Devil Julia Csorba took
eighth at 4-8. Raider Wilda Francois
finished sixth in the 100 hurdles at
16.6. Raider Trinity Hart took fourth
in the long jump with a leap of 16-
10.25 and Blue Devil Adrianna
Vergara took sixth at 16-7.5. Cougars
Scotti at 37-1.75 and Barlik at 37-1.5
placed 3-4 in the shot put and Raider
Weber placed seventh at 35-7.5.

Viking and Olympian Sydney
McLaughlin set a meet record in the
200 with a time of 23.46. Viking
Amaya Chadwick won the 100 with a
time of 11.83 and Kent Place’s Kaira
Brown won the 400 at 55.39. Viking
Zamira Ysaac took first in the 400
hurdles at 1:05.34 and Raider Francois
finished eighth at 1:09.63. Viking
Angelique Williams won the triple
jump with a distance of 38-5.

The “Flying Saifi Sisters” of Gov-
ernor Livingston elevated eyebrows
in the pole vault event. Leah Saifi
cleared 12-3 to set a new meet record
and Lauren Saifi took second with a
clearance of 10-6, followed by Blue
Devil Kylinn Kraemer at 9-0, fol-
lowed by Cougar Hanna Capone, Blue
Devil Leah Norton and GL’s Hannah
Nordstrom also at 9-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING DOWN TO EARTH...Cougar Sasha Knapp, top, and Blue Devil Ally
Piscitelli, come down to earth in the long jump event at the Union County track &
field Championships at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING POSSESSION...Raider Noah Costanzo, center,  gets possession of the
ball in the game against Middletown South in Scotch Plains on May 17.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2016 AUDIT REPORT

OF BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
31, 2016 31, 2015

ASSETS

Cash and Investments $2,265,457.07 $2,231,731.41
Taxes, Assessments and Liens Receivable 444,188.11 265,133.74
Prospective Assessments Funded
Property Acquired for Taxes-Assessed Value 17,974.00 17,974.00
Accounts Receivable 667,779.04 788,312.63
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation -
 General Capital 3,715,047.65 3,722,837.61
General Fixed Assets 8,179,490.05 8,082,279.86
Deferred Charges to Revenue
 of Succeeding Years 35,299.00 52,950.00

 TOTAL ASSETS $15,325,234.92 $15,161,219.25

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $3,097,200.00 $3,065,800.00
Improvement Authorizations 774,558.00 606,838.51
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 2,236,643.88 2,313,057.99
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 474,166.51 297,470.64
Fund Balance 563,176.48 796,072.25
Investments in General Fixed Assets 8,179,490.05 8,082,279.86

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $15,325,234.92 $15,161,519.25

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND

YEAR 2016 YEAR 2015

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $500,000.00 $598,500.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies 11,370,057.69 1,257,536.38
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and
Tax Title Liens 238,725.99 229,748.57
Collection of Current Tax Levy 17,206,090.69 17,124,747.73

TOTAL INCOME $19,314,874.37 $19,210,532.68

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures:
Municipal Purposes $7,562,281.20 $7,383,050.32
County Taxes 3,442,871.50 3,478,659.45
Local School Taxes 7,978,023.00 7,881,865.00
Other Expenditures 1,182.00 26,148.46

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $18,984,357.70 $18,769,723.23

Excess in Revenue to Fund Balance $330,516.67 $440,809.45

Fund Balance, January 1 707,121.85 864,812.40
$1,037,638.52 $1,305,621.85

Less:  Utilization as Anticipated Revenue 500,000.00 598,500.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $537,638.52 $707,121.85

RECOMMENDATION

That the encumbrance accounting system be completely maintained.

A Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Garwood will take to
correct the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state
requirements.  A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection
in the Office of the Borough Clerk in the Borough of Garwood.

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2016. This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested person.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $130.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP CRANFORD, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-05

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey on May 23, 2017 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a
suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication
of this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who request the
same. The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDI-TIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNI-
CATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, IN-
CLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $3,988,500 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS GRANTS, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants appropriated
in this multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Undertaking of the following infrastructure improvements: (i) replacement of the
traffic light at the intersection of Alden Street and North Union Avenue, (ii) improvements
to various dams and (iii) resurfacing or reconstruction of various Township roads, as set
forth on a list prepared or to be prepared by the Township Engineer, and placed on file
or to be placed on file with the Township Clerk, and hereby approved as if set forth herein
in full.  Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon
approval by the Township Committee, there may be additions to or deletions from the list
referred to in clause (iii) of the preceding sentence.  It is hereby determined and stated
that said roads being improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in
Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes
Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $2,155,000
County Grant Appropriated $     75,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     99,050
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,980,950
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Reconstruction of South Union Avenue (from Lincoln Avenue to the vicinity of James
Avenue).  It is hereby determined and stated that said road to be improved is of “Class
B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  225,000
State Grant Appropriated $  150,000
Down Payment Appropriated $      3,575
Bonds and Notes Authorized $    71,425
Period of Usefulness 10 years

C. Construction of handicapped access ramps at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   20,000
Federal Grant Appropriated $   20,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

D. Replacement of curbs and sidewalks at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   20,000
Down Payment Appropriated $        960
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   19,040
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new
information technology equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original
apparatus and equipment, for the use of various Township departments, offices and
agencies:

Department of Public Works (“DPW”)
dump truck

digital equipment for sewer inspection vehicle
salt spreaders
pickup truck with plow
uninterrupted power source (“UPS”) system for DPW Garage

Fire Department
ambulance
self-contained breathing apparatus equipment
turnout gear

Police Department
UPS system for the Police Department
rescue boat
traffic signs

Various Departments
computer server

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  707,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    33,870
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  673,130
Period of Usefulness      5 years

F. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the DPW consisting of (i) a compressor, (ii) a wood chipper and (iii) a crack-sealing
machine.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  140,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    6,670
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  133,330
Period of Usefulness 15 years

G. Undertaking of the following improvements to Johnson Park: (i) rehabilitation of
basketball courts and (ii) renovation of the playground.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  150,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    7,150
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  142,850
Period of Usefulness 15 years

H. Replacement of the boiler at the Firehouse.  It is hereby determined and stated that
said public building being improved is of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined
in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   33,000
Down Payment Appropriated $     1,575
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   31,425
Period of Usefulness 15 years

I. Undertaking of the following downtown improvements: (i) replacement of sidewalk
pavers at various locations and (ii) replacement of light fixtures on street lights.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  360,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    17,150
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  342,850
Period of Usefulness 10 years

J. (i) Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment and new
information technology equipment consisting of upgraded technology and camera
equipment for the use of TV-35 and (ii) undertaking of technology and TV-35 upgrades
to the Council Chambers.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  178,500
Down Payment Appropriated $      8,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  170,000
Period of Usefulness 7 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $3,988,500
Aggregate Grants Appropriated $  245,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $  178,500
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $3,565,000

Section 20 Costs: $270,000
Useful Life of Projects Funded by Debt: 9.34 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Tara Rowley, RMC

Township Clerk
Township of Cranford

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $241.74

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 in
the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and
place to which said sale may be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land
assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective
parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said
lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 21ST
day of June 2017.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties
for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of
Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with
interest and costs.  Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL
24 9.01 FELA,DEBRA 167 Pleasant Avenue 13,233.55
26 6.01 ESTATE OF FRANK SHERRIFFO Midway Avenue 111.54
28 5 HERRMANN,JOHN ET ALL 168 Midway Avenue 1,531.84
49 6.01 SCHMIEDE, MARTIN & LIESELOTTE 351 Terrill Road 6,879.27
86 4 MILEWITS, MARTIN M 71 Second Street 2,306.86
102 26 SIG59ED LLC 1 Pandick Court 5,358.50
116 59 CURRY,FRANCES WATSON 11 Roosevelt Avenue 3,271.51
121 1 MINDO, JEFFREY A & CYNTHIA 56 Trenton Avenue 393.64

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 5/25, 6/01, 6/8, 6/15/17, The Times Fee: $297.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

MEETING NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE that a hearing will be
held before the Construction Official, in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on
Wednesday, May 31, 2017, at 8:00 am in
Room 202 for the purpose of determining
whether the building, located at 372
Ridgeview Avenue, is unfit for human habi-
tation or occupancy or use. The owner and
parties in interest shall be given the right to
file an answer to this complaint and to
appear in person, or otherwise, and give
testimony at the hearing. The rules of evi-
dence prevailing in the courts shall not be
applicable to this hearing.

TAKE NOTICE that the failure of the
owner or parties in interest to answer or
appear may result in a determination by
the Construction Official that the structure
must be repaired or demolished within a
reasonable period of time. If the owner or
parties in interest fail to remedy the stated
defects within the time provided in the
order of the Construction Official, the Town-
ship may undertake such demolition, and
the costs thereof shall be a lien against the
property by the Township of Scotch Plains.

Robert LaCosta
Construction Official/

Director of Code Enforcement and Zoning
1 T - 5/25/17, The Times Fee: $28.56

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $60.

Call (908) 654-6091

PAINTING SERVICES

NJ Rio Construction
Painting/Power Washing
Residential/Commercial

Interior/Exterior
The lowest price and the best

quality service!
No job is too small or big!

Free Estimates!
(201) 214-7707

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

House cleaning service.
Portuguese lady with 15 years
experience working in your area.
Great References upon request.
Manuela Horta: (862) 235-3419

SUMMER RENTAL SEASIDE PK

3BR house in beautiful Seaside
Pk. Sleeps 6. 4 Beach Badges,
Outdoor shower, central AC, gas
grill and more. One blk to beach.
House across from marina.
Available June ($1600 per week)
& July 1-8 and July 8-15 ($1975.00
per week).  For more info call

(908) 358-2625

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. PBA-17-
0004 to be located in Zone: c(3), on the
premises known as 750 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
541, Lot No. 1 and 2, has been submitted
by: Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc. of 400
Plaza Drive, Secaucus, New Jersey 07096.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Notice is hereby given that the Planning
Board of the Township of Cranford will hold
a public hearing on June 7, 2017 at 8:00
P.M. in Room 107 of the Cranford Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey for the application of
Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc. seeking to
rezone certain property at 750 Walnut
Avenue, designated as Block 541, Lots 1
and 2 on the Tax Map of the Township of
Cranford. The applicant is seeking rezon-
ing of the property to permit multi-family
residential use as part of a planned unit
development. In the alternative, the appli-
cant is seeking designation of the property
for redevelopment pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-1 et seq. and any additional relief
that may be required from the board. The
applicant is not presently seeking site plan
approval for any such project at the prop-
erty, as such approval would be through a
separate and subsequent process.

The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on June 7, 2017 at
8:00 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc.

400 Plaza Drive
Secaucus, New Jersey 07096

1 T - 5/25/17, The Leader Fee: $50.49

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before June 8, 2017
at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time for “2017
Roadwork Assistance Program.” The con-
tractor awarded the 2017 Roadwork As-
sistance Program contract, if any, will pro-
vide certain materials and equipment rent-
als (with operators) to assist the Township’s
Department of Public Works in resurfacing
public streets and municipal parking lots,
including profile milling as required; and
will resurface asphalt sidewalks and con-
struct concrete sidewalks as directed, all in
accordance with the Specifications and
Information to Bidders prepared by the
Township. NOTE: The successful bid-
der must be available 1-2 days per
week for the duration of the program
until all streets are completed. The pro-
gram is estimated to run from August
1st to September 30th.

At the time and place stated above, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
beginning May 30, 2017 in the Township
Engineer’s office upon payment of $25 for
each complete set of documents, which
sum is non-refundable. Written questions
regarding the bid specifications may be
submitted to the Township Engineer, at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076 on or before June 2, 2017.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“2017 Roadwork Assistance Pro-
gram”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey.
Alexander Mirabella
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 5/25/17, The Times Fee: $67.83

WESTFIELD
Monday, May 8, a resident of the 100

block of Wyoming Street reported the
theft of jewelry from the home. The sto-
len items were described as two, two-
karat diamond rings, valued at $25,000
each; two diamond studded earrings, val-
ued at $2,000 each, and two tennis brace-
lets (white gold with diamonds), valued
at $2,500 each. The total dollar amount of
the theft is approximately $59,000.

Tuesday, May 9, Jacob Hernandez, 18,
and a 16-year-old juvenile male, both of
Elizabeth, were arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of 600 West South
Avenue. Both were transported and pro-

cessed. Hernandez was issued a sum-
mons and released pending a court date.
The juvenile was turned over to his mother
pending a Union County Superior Court
appearance.

Wednesday, May 10, Stephanie Castro,
32, of Newark was arrested on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Westfield,
for $2,000, pursuant to a prisoner pickup
at the Essex County jail. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and held in lieu of posted bail.

Wednesday, May 10, Jake Lusk, 22, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on charges of
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS)/less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at West South and Westfield Avenues.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released pending a court date.

Thursday, May 11, a Westfield police
officer reported that two exterior doors at
an elementary school located on the 900
block of Saint Marks Avenue were dam-
aged as the result of criminal mischief,
pursuant to a school premise check. The
amount of damage caused was unknown
at the time of the report.

Thursday, May 11, Quanisha Jackson,

23, of Irvington was arrested and charged
with possession of CDS/less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana during a
Westfield Municipal Court proceeding.
Jackson was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released pending
a court date. At police headquarters it was
revealed that Jackson also had an out-
standing traffic warrant from Newark, for
$1,000. She was released on her own
recognizance pending a court date.

FANWOOD
Saturday, May 6, a resident of the 100

block of Farley Avenue reported a pack-
age had been stolen from her front porch
sometime between May 4 at 4:06 p.m.
and May 6 at 3 p.m. The value of the
package is $26.

Monday, May 8, Derric Coleman, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Union after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Terrill Road and East Front
Street for a violation. Coleman was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, May 9, a resident of the 200
block of Watson Road noticed the door
standing open on her parked motor ve-
hicle in the driveway. When she checked
on it, it appeared that an unknown person
had gone through the vehicle. Nothing
was reported missing.

Wednesday, May 10, Keith Ivey, 64,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Plainfield after a motor
vehicle stop on Farley Avenue for a vio-
lation. Ivey was processed and turned
over to Plainfield Police.

Wednesday, May 10, Keshaun Webb,
27, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and East Third Street for a violation.
Webb was processed and turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, May 14, a resident of the 100
block of Hunter Avenue reported that an
unknown person had entered his parked
and unlocked motor vehicle. Once inside
the suspect removed a wallet that con-
tained personal information.

Monday, May 15, Khaire Arrington,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and charged

with burglary and theft after an investiga-
tion. He allegedly burglarized a house
located on the 30 block of Watson Road.
Arrington was transferred to the Union
County Correctional Facility in Elizabeth
pending his first appearance hearing.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, May 9, a resident of Alton

Way reported being the victim of fraud. It
was reported that someone had opened a
Sears credit card in the victim’s name and
charged several hundred dollars. The in-
cident currently is under investigation.

Thursday, May 11, Ahmyr A. Jordan,
48, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia as
well as having active warrants out of
Dunellen, Watchung and Green Brook.
Also arrested was Lava Q. Crisp of
Plainfield, who was charged with posses-
sion of heroin, marijuana and drug para-
phernalia. The arrests were pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop. Both individuals were
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Friday, May 12, a resident of Marlboro
Road reported that someone had gained
access to their debit card information and
made several withdrawals. The incident
currently is under investigation.

Saturday, May 13, the manager of a
Park Avenue convenience store reported
that a male entered the store and at-
tempted to make a purchase with a coun-
terfeit $50 bill. The incident currently is
under investigation.

Saturday, May 13, a resident of the
1400 block of Raritan Road reported an
incident of someone leaving the scene of
an accident. The resident stated that a
truck had entered their driveway and
caused damage to several lights and an
electrical box on their property. The inci-
dent was captured on the homeowner’s
video surveillance system. The incident
currently is under investigation.

CRANFORD
Monday, May 15, Afrika Isalm, 21, of

Newark and Aniyah Towler, 22, of Roselle
were arrested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
possession of a prescription analog and
possession of paraphernalia after a 2005
Pontiac was stopped at the intersection of
Raritan Road and Moen Avenue for a
seatbelt violation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located marijuana
and prescription pills inside the vehicle.
Isalm, a passenger, was charged with pos-
session of marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia. The driver, Towler, was
charged with possession of a prescription
analog, possession of marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia. Both were pro-
cessed and released, pending a Superior
Court appearance. Isalm was issued a motor
vehicle summons for failure to wear a seat
belt. Towler was issued motor vehicle
summonses for improper window tint,
driving without a license and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, May 16, Ermal Rustemmliu,
29, of West Caldwell was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension after
a motor vehicle stop in the area of Walnut
and South Avenues for a cell phone viola-
tion. Following an investigation at the scene,
police determined that Rustemmliu was
providing a false name. Rustemmliu was
arrested, processed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance. Additionally,
Rustemmliu was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failure to wear a seat belt,
utilizing a cell phone while operating a
motor vehicle, driving with a suspended
license and failure to exhibit documents.

CLEANING LADY

Cleaning lady with experience
and good references.  Please
call Maria and leave message.

(201) 955-0406
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PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  

Summer Reading Clubs run from June 19 to August 12 

 

JUNE 2017 
EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sunday for the Summer  
Closed Friday June 2 for a Staff Education Day 

Programs for Adults 

6/1  7:00 pm NJ in World War I by author/historian Joseph Bilby 

6/3  2:00 pm The Belle Tones Trio-patriotic Music  1920s-40’s 

6/7  7:00 pm Increase Well Being with the Alexander Technique 

6/9  1:30 pm TGIF! Philip Roth (video) 

6/10  2:00 pm Lincoln Center Local presents Mozart Celebration 

6/13 10:00 am Color Your World-Coloring for Adults for 2 hours 

6/15  7:00 pm Radio Raconteur presents Casablanca 

6/16  1:30 pm TGIF! Travel Alaska (video) 

6/19  7:00 pm Criminal Justice Reform by the State of NJ 

6/21  7:00 pm Joel Zelnick Trio presents Tony Bennett & Bill Evans 

6/23  1:30 pm TGIF! Dorothea Lange: Grab a Hunk of Lightning (video)  

6/30  1:30 pm Classic Movie Week: “The Iron Lady” 

6/27  11:00 am Family Music Fun-All ages-Child must have a full-
service WML card. Tix available morning of show. 

6/27   2:00 pm Code for Fun   
Child must be entering 4th, 5th, 6th grades and 
have a full-service WML card in their own name. 

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

The Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 
TIMES

Thank You for Your 

Continued Support!

to get the latest edition of

GREAT WAYS

By Subscription. Done easily and 

effectively on our website by going to 

goleader.com/subscribe

Paper Boxes. Located at the Westfield 

Post Office and Train Station.

Our Office. Stop by 251 North Avenue 

in Westfield for as many copies as you 

need. We’re on the 3rd floor.

Area Stores. Several stores carry the 

newspapers. For a complete list, go to 

goleader.com/presskit/stores
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Norman
Truth or Consequences

3 & ½ popcorns

GALA-VANTING...The Westfield High School (WHS) Wind Ensemble made
history in April participating for the first time in the New Jersey State Band Gala.
After placing in the top two ensembles at a region festival held in March, the WHS
Wind Ensemble was one of six high school bands in New Jersey invited to attend
the 20th Annual Gala held on April 30 at the College of New Jersey. Under the
direction of WHS music teachers, Chris Vitale and Trevor Sindorf, the WHS Wind
Ensemble performed The Gladiator March- John Philip Sousa, Variations on
America- Charles Ives, and Celebrations- John Zdechlik.

AWARD WINNERS...At the Bucks County Playhouse Festival on April 19,
students in Westfield High School’s Advanced Theatre Production course earned
several awards. These included: Best Overall Production award for their perfor-
mance of For Whom the Southern Belle Tolls as well as individual awards for
Julian Mazzola and Catherine Barry – Best Comic Duo – and Emmanuelle Nadeau
– Best Actress. Also singled out was Sydney Stewart, who received the Best
Featured Actress award in the production of Five Women Wearing the Same
Dress. During the morning of the festival, students attended professionally led
workshops, ranging from Audition Techniques to Broadway Dance sessions and
beyond. The competition portion began in the afternoon with 20 minute produc-
tion slots. Pictured here (from left to right) is the cast of For Whom the Southern
Belle Tolls - Israel Metellus, Julian Mazzola, Catherine Barry, Emmanuelle
Nadeau, as well as Sydney Stewart who starred in Five Women Wearing the Same
Dress.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

After an enjoyable viewing of
writer-director Joseph Cedar’s
Norman, about a smalltime, N.Y.C.
fixer who finds himself in extraordi-
nary circumstances, I’ve been think-
ing about going through a period of
habitual lying. You know, a little self-
aggrandizing here, some harmless fibs
there, perhaps a false identity some-
where out of town. Maybe even a
little innocent emulation of Holden
Caulfield’s penchant for make-believe
in daily life. Nothing illegal, mind
you…just a little experiment in the
concept of deception. You see,
Norman is a big liar.

Fact is, it’s one of the only things
we know for sure about Norman
Oppenheimer, as enigmatic a charac-
ter as we’ve seen portrayed on stage
or screen in recent memory. Bril-
liantly interpreted by Richard Gere,
who breathes life into the self-pro-
claimed, would-be arranger of big
deals and profound consequences, he
is forever on his phone. His ever-
present, camel haired coat barely pro-
tecting him from a Manhattan that
can’t ever seem to escape winter’s
grip, he spirits across Broadway,
traverses East Side and West Side, all
across the town, telling his tales.

The question that’ll haunt you about
this intriguing character sketch, is, to
what purpose these prevarications?
Oh, on the surface it’s simple enough.
He’s trying to make a
buck…connecting this one to that
one for whatever vigorish it might
bring. But there’s obviously much
more to this chosen lifestyle…a study
in perpetual motion marked by a ran-
dom, Gatling gun release of prom-
ises. He can hook you up with this one
or that one. He has information …
influence built of his personality. That
tycoon? No problem. His aunt babysat
him.

And so on and so forth go his assur-
ances of dreams come true…even if
you’re not currently in the market for
any specific wish fulfillment. In one
telling scene which, like many other
moments or mechanisms in the screen-
play that bode the ironic future, he
meets a lady on a train who has little
patience for his spiel. Later we’ll learn
why she is instinctively suspicious.
Nonetheless he pursues until, at long
last, she tells him what would make
her happy. It’s a tall order that per-
haps signals an already flawed
character’s tragic flaw.

But whether or not you agree with
me that Mr. Gere’s Norman earns that
après theater dissection at the diner
with the Rabinowitzes, you can color
me among his sympathizers. I don’t
mean that he should be absolved of
all his trespasses, nor am I suggesting
that his interference and prying into

your affairs is entirely altruistic. The
thing is, any judgement you arrive at
won’t just be about Norman, but about
one aspect of the survival impetus
that he so amusingly, sadly and de-
votedly embodies.

Of course, in all good dramas about
the wiles and woes of human behav-
ior, push comes to shove when the
risks we wager are plopped into the
crucible created by major turning
points...usually representing either a
universally accepted truth or a big lie
successfully posing as such. In
Norman’s case it involves his seren-
dipity meeting and subsequent, curi-
ous friendship with a major political
figure. Positioned with great poten-
tial leverage, Norman’s real-life play-
acting can now move to the world
stage. At last, the chance to be the big
macher he always thought he was.

It’s shades of Woody Allen’s
perplexingly famous Zelig (1983),
and more appropriately yet, Peter
Sellers’s accidental, political phenom-
enon in Being There (1979), sprinkled
with a bit of Warhol’s cynical meme
about those 15 minutes of fame we’re
all guaranteed. We are set to musing
about the sudden accumulation of
power, and how one might wield it if
so commissioned. Here, it plays out
in parable style, part and parcel of an
intriguing set of “big deals” strung
together in a gauzy web of influence
Norman has quixotically fashioned.

But for all the wit, whimsy and
painfully desolating thoughts about
the aloof realm where powerbrokers
trifle with our lives, there’s some-
thing else going on here that movie
seat philosophers will note. It’s the
idea of friendship itself. In another
informing scene when the important
politico, pillow-talking with his wife,
confides his concern for Norman, his
“friend,” we’re a little upset when she
admonishes, perhaps in hubby’s in-
terest, that this gadfly is not really his
friend. Funny thing, they both con-
sider each other friends.

So, what’s a friend? Oh, sure…Sally
is your best friend…no doubt about
that. But how about all these other
people, some of whom quickly fall
into acquaintanceship status if they
disappoint? Attesting to its elusive-
ness, like love, there is no satisfactory
synonym. Companion? Nah! That’s
what you get if you’re a widow and
Harold, the love of your life, has gone
to that great fishing hole in the sky. It
is this contemplation, coupled with
some truths about lying, where
“Norman” makes its most engaging
conquest.

***
Norman, rated R, is a Sony Clas-

sics Pictures release directed by Jo-
seph Cedar and stars Richard Gere,
Lior Ashkenazi and Michael Sheen.
Running time: 118 minutes.

Gewirtz of Fanwood
Honored for Philanthropy

VIRTUAL PORTFOLIOS...After an informative session with Westfield K to
eight Master Technology teacher, Jeanine Gottko, eighth grade students in Edison
Intermediate School learned how to create a Virtual Portfolio for their art
projects. The students in Alison Hooper's class took photographs of their work,
uploaded the photos and then designed a personal webpage for their art. Shown
here are students Kyle Snyder and Keren Benaojan working on their individual
pages which will highlight their accomplishments in class this year.

One Woman Show to be
Presented in Cranford

NEW BRUNSWICK – On May 4
State Theatre New Jersey’s Chief of
External Affairs Anna Marie
Gewirtz was honored at the New
Jersey Chapter of the Association
of Fundraising Professionals (AFP)
Excellence in Philanthropy Awards
with The Robert J. Smythe Award
for Outstanding Professional
Fundraiser.

Since 1981, AFP NJ’s Excellence
in Philanthropy Awards have recog-
nized the achievements of some of
the most notable citizens and orga-
nizations in our state who have dedi-
cated their efforts toward making
New Jersey a better place to live.

“We are so proud that Anna Marie
Gewirtz was selected as this year’s
recipient for The Robert J. Smythe
Award for Outstanding Professional
Fundraiser,” said Tom Carto, State
Theatre New Jersey President and
CEO. “Anna Marie is a dedicated
member of our executive team and
her commitment to the State The-
atre is extraordinary. This award is
well-deserved, and Anna Marie cer-
tainly exemplifies the attributes that
this award recognizes in the field of
fundraising.”

“It’s an honor to receive this award
from the Association of Fundraising
Professionals,” said Ms. Gewirtz,

State Theatre New Jersey’s Chief of
External Affairs. “I’ve had a life-
long passion for the performing arts
and to be recognized by my peers,
joining past recipients who I have
long admired and respected means
so much to me and my family.”

Ms. Gewirtz, a resident of
Fanwood, has been with the State
Theatre since 2013. Prior to the
State Theatre, she served as Direc-
tor of Individual Giving at Liberty
Science Center in Jersey City. She
has worked in non-profits for 19
years, has over 13 years of experi-
ence in fundraising and was awarded
with a CFRE (Certified Fund Rais-
ing Executive) credential. Prior to
Liberty Science Center, she served
as an Associate Director at Alvin
Ailey American Dance Theater and
was responsible for leading a team
that raised over $3 million per year.
She also served as a project lead for
international tours of Alvin Ailey,
including the Citigroup-sponsored
tour of Beijing, Shanghai, and Hong
Kong, and Bloomberg’s sponsor-
ship of a two-week tour in London.

Previously, she served as Direc-
tor of Marketing and Development
at Caucus Educational Corporation,
managing the fundraising for a $2.1
million annual budget. Prior to that,
she worked at the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra, launching a new
program to introduce young profes-
sionals to the symphony, and at New
Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) on the Planet Hip Hop /
Alternate Routes program.

She has served as a trustee of the
Rutgers Business School Alumni
Association since 2006, and is a
former trustee of Discovery Char-
ter School in Newark, NJ. She is a
2012 graduate of Leadership New
Jersey and a 2008 graduate of Lead-
ership Newark. She received an
MBA from Rutgers Business School
in marketing and nonprofit arts ad-
ministration, a Bachelors in music
and political science from Rutgers
College, and graduated from
Juilliard Pre-College.

CRANFORD – The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library are very
pleased to present Lilia!, a one-woman
play written by and starring Libby
Skala. The play will be presented at
the Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, on Monday, June 12,
at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free and all
are welcome.

The play tells the true story of
Libby’s grandmother, Austrian stage
actress Lilia Skala. Buoyed by a reso-
lute faith, Lilia flees the Third Reich
and finds herself laboring in a New
York factory before working her way
back to Broadway and the silver
screen – eventually collecting Oscar,

Emmy, and Golden Globe award
nominations.

Libby Skala has charmed audiences
internationally with her critically-ac-
claimed solo plays Lilia!, A Time to
Dance, the story of her great aunt
Elizabeth Polk, an Austrian modern
dancer and award-winning dance
therapy pioneer, and Felicitas, the
story of her great aunt Felicitas Sofer,
a tough-love Austrian baby nurse.
Her newest play, Irena Sendler: Res-
cuing the Rescuer, veers from the
family tree to portray a Polish Catho-
lic woman whose universal sense of
family compels her to save thousands
of Jewish lives.

Majestic Winds to Perform
At St. Helen’s Church

WESTFIELD – Majestic Winds,
the professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will present a spring concert at the St.
Helen’s Church, 1600 Rahway Av-
enue, Westfield, on Thursday, June 15
at 7:30 p.m. The ensemble will be
directed by Howard Toplansky, an
NJWA staff instrumental instructor.

“Our musical offerings are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

“Das Pensionat” Overture by Franz
von Suppe, Selections from “The
Umbrellas of Cherbourg” by Michel
Legrand and “Accelerations Waltz”

by Johann Strauss will be the main
selections on the first half of the con-
cert. “Ballet Egyptien” by Alexandre
Luigini,  “Night in the Tropics” by
Louis Moreau Gottschalk and Hono-
lulu Rag will also be featured on this
program.  Several fine marches will
also be performed which include
“Sons of the Brave” by Thomas
Bidgood, and “Arromanches by
Albert E. Kelly.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free and contributions
will be gratefully accepted. For addi-
tional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696
or email njwaband@att.net.

CHS Announces Spring
Art Show at Library
CRANFORD – The art teachers

and art students of Cranford High
School invite the public to attend
the annual Spring Art Exhibit at the
Cranford Public Library. The show
will run from Thursday, June 1
through Tuesday, June 13. There
will be a closing reception on Tues-
day, June 13 from 6:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. The event is open and free to
the public.

This exhibit highlights the work
of over 70 student artists and repre-
sents the breadth of our Visual Arts
program, including; photography,
graphics, drawing, design, painting
and crafts.

Premiere Stages at Kean
Announces 2017 Season

UNION – For the first time in its
13-year history, Premiere Stages will
provide expanded development to five
new works in one season, including
the New Jersey Premiere of Skeleton
Crew, the third play in Dominique
Morisseau’s critically acclaimed De-
troit cycle, and the first professional
production of Chris Cragin-Day’s
heartwarming play, Foster Mom, win-
ner of the 2017 Premiere Stages Play
Festival. This season will also feature
free developmental workshops of
Patricia Cotter’s 1980 (Or Why I’m
Voting For John Anderson), runner-
up for the 2017 Play Festival, and two
exciting new play commissions,
Nicole Pandolfo’s Brick City, devel-
oped in cooperation with NJPAC and
the New Jersey Theatre Alliance, and
Martin Casella’s Black Tom Island,
recipient of the 2017/2018 Liberty
Live Commission in partnership with
Liberty Hall Museum. Tickets went
on sale May 22.

A searing story of power, struggle,
and hope in uncertain times, Ms.
Morisseau’s Skeleton Crew (July 13

to 30 in the Zella Fry Theatre) makes
its Garden State debut after a criti-
cally acclaimed run at the Atlantic
Theater Company in 2016. In this
compelling portrait of American
workers struggling to hold on against
the tide of technology, Faye, the ma-
triarch of a small family of line work-
ers, gives her all to keep her team
employed in one of the last automo-
tive stamping plants in Detroit. A two-
time NAACP Image Award winner
and recipient of the Edward M.
Kennedy Prize for Drama, Ms.
Morisseau will again team with
Premiere’s producing artistic direc-
tor John J. Wooten, who directed her
first play, Follow Me to Nellie's, at
Premiere Stages in 2011.

“We are honored to welcome Do-
minique back to Premiere,” stated
Mr. Wooten. “Skeleton Crew is an
ideal fit for our season and we are
excited to be sharing this richly topi-
cal play with our patrons. The emer-
gence of Dominique as one of
America's leading playwrights makes
the project particularly special.”
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The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

Dental implants have been known to exist for more than 2000 years according to
historians. Earliest known implants took the form of carved stones evolving to carved
ivory, casted metal and eventually into titanium placed in place of the extracted tooth,
drilled screwed or hammered into place.  Modern day dental implants were pioneered
by a Swedish professor Per-Ingvar Branemark in the early 1980’s, and are surgically
placed in the jaw. They are known as endosseous or root-form implants made of titanium.
Once placed, they become fused to the bone, and the implant fixture or fixtures can be
used to restore a tooth, several teeth or all the teeth by either, cementing, attaching by
screws, or having a detachable appliance that snaps into place. There are several
components and instruments needed in order to restore a dental implant fixture.

There is no denying the fact that implants are successful and last many years when
properly maintained by your dentist.  Because of their success, new implant companies
are sprouting up all over the world with new companies appearing on the horizon every
year! Just like in the auto industry, each company has different parts, sets of instruments
and tools in order to “work” on their product.  However, just like any other industry,
implant companies do fail and go out of business. So these “specials” that you see
advertised may not end up to be such a good bargain given the test of time.

So what makes a good implant system? A long track record is one criterion to use.
Another gauge is worldwide appeal and availability. Regional and smaller companies
have good clinical success also, but due to lack of acceptance, they may not survive,
and their components and instrumentation would become difficult or impossible to obtain
should problems arise. Successful implant companies can be found worldwide and
have other companies copying their design. This makes componentry and
instrumentation more readily available.

Patients that have artificial joints usually get a document that informs them the
manufacturer, lot and reference number to what have been placed. This valuable
information will allow another physician anywhere in the world to treat this patient should
a problem or defects arise.

Dental implant fixtures should be treated in the same manner. A document should be
provided to you by the treating dentist that specifies which company, type, size, reference,
and lot number of the dental implant placed. Granted that few problems occur with
dental implants, but should something occur, any dentist with the proper information
anywhere in the world would be able to obtain the necessary componentry and
instrumentation to treat you.

Be informed. Discuss with your dentist what system would be best for you. Obtain proper
documentation to what implant has been placed. Unlike an automobile, when it gets old
and breaks down, you cannot just go out and trade it in for a new one. Once an implant
fixture fuses to the bone, it would be difficult to remove and replace with a different
fixture. Being able to obtain the necessary parts and instruments to treat them is vital.

Not all dental implants are the same

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry

Lantern Hill, New Providence’s premier  
continuing care retirement community,  
is pleased to announce two stunning new residence 
buildings! Oakwood Court and Maple Glen will be part 
of the highly-anticipated second phase of construction.

Boasting 114 beautiful, maintenance-free apartment 
homes designed to fit any style and budget, these new 
residence buildings are sure to sell out quickly.

Don’t wait to secure your vibrant,  
carefree retirement at Lantern Hill!  

Call 1-800-795-8283 to learn more.

Conceptual Rendering

535 Mountain Avenue,  
New Providence, NJ 07974

LanternHillCommunity.com
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Introducing the New Residences at  

L H

Auditions Announced for Company
At Union Co. Performing Arts Ctr.

Junior Musical Club to Present
Upper Class Concert in WestfieldConcert Planned in Cranford to

Benefit Ewings Sarcoma Research

A MUSICAL SEND-OFF...High school juniors and seniors will perform in the Junior Musical Club’s Upper Class Recital,
Thursday, June 1, at 7 p.m. as the club says goodbye to its departing seniors.

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield will hold its
annual Upper Class Concert at the
First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield, on Thursday, June 1, at 7
p.m .  The concert is open to the
public free of charge. A reception will
follow.

The concert is being offered to the
public to recognize the graduation of
two High School Seniors: Sara
Frankel of Westfield and Elizabeth
Hendy of Berkeley Heights. Sara will
present Johann Sebastian Bach's
Prélude from his Cello Suite No. 3 in
D minor on solo viola; Elizabeth will
offer Bach's Sarabande from his
Partita No. 2 in D minor on solo
violin.

To complement the performances
of the graduating Seniors, the High
School Juniors in the Club will present
their own pieces. Pianist Daniel
Shenker of Westfield will play the
Allemande from Bach's French Suite
No. 3 in B minor.  Club President
pianist Mira Yang (Westfield) has

chosen Domenico Scarlatti's Key-
board Sonata in C Major, K. 159 and
Johannes Brahms' Capriccio in G
minor.  Ms Yang will be joined by
flutists Divya Narayanan (Scotch
Plains) and Victoria Tian (Scotch
Plains) to offer Léo Delibes' Flower
Duet from Lakmé.  Divya will also
present Jacques Ibert's Pièce - for
Solo Flute and Victoria will offer
Georg Philipp Telemann's  Allegro
and Adagio from his Flute Sonata in
C minor, also on solo flute.

Violinist Suraj Chandran of Edison
will play Charles-Auguste de Bériot's
Scène de Ballet, Op. 100, accompa-
nied by Carolle-Ann Mochernuk.   Ms.
Mochernuk will also accompany vio-
linist Junlin Yi of Westfield in Tomaso
Antonio Vitali's Chaconne in G mi-
nor. Soprano Samantha Sprechman
of Scotch Plains will sing Kerrigan
and Lowdermilk's "Say the Word"  as
well as Giacomo Puccini's "O mio
babbino caro" (Oh My Beloved Fa-
ther) from Gianni Schicchi, accom-
panied by Beverly Shea, piano.  Mrs.

Shea will also accompany cellist
Marisa Li of Westfield in Gabriel
Fauré's Élégie, Op. 24.

The Junior Musical Club welcomes
everyone in our communities to hear
these artists perform and to join us at
the reception afterwards to meet the
artists and to congratulate the Seniors
as they start their college careers.

Ezra Lee in Production
Of Almost, Maine

GREAT BARRINGTON, M.A. –
Ezra Lee, a 17 year-old sophomore
from Cranford, was the Sound Op-
erator for the Bard College at Simon's
Rock Theatre Program production of
Almost, Maine by John Cariani.

James Warwick, veteran actor/direc-
tor of both London and U.S. stage and
screen, directed the all-student cast.

CRANFORD – The Cranford High
School (CHS) performing arts com-
munity is once again coming together
to raise money to fight a disease that
has taken at least two young Cranford
residents in the last few years.

Call for a Cure, a concert started in
remembrance of Colin Maher, will
be at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 6 at
the Cranford High School. The con-
cert, started by Cara Costa five years
ago, will feature students and alumni
from the talented Cranford commu-
nity. Admission is $10 at the door;
$5 for students. For advance ticket
sales, e-mail
catherine@friendsofcolin.org.

The concert is unique in that the
students are given the freedom to
choose their own music and perfor-
mance, a choice they may not have
had during the school year. For many,

it will be the last time they are on the
CHS stage.

“It is an honor to put together this
show for the community and to fight
Ewings Sarcoma,” said this year’s
organizer, senior Catherine Hoffman.
“Please come out and support us for
Colin and for those who have to face
this cancer.”

All the money raised in ticket and
bake sales goes to the Friends of
Colin, a non-profit formed to raise
money specifically to fight Ewings
Sarcoma, a pediatric bone cancer
that is often fatal. It is rare but not
uncommon and little money is dedi-
cated towards research. Friends of
Colin has donated tens of thousands
to Dr. Jeffrey Toretsky, a Georgetown
University researcher who currently
has developed a drug going to clini-
cal trials.

Friends of Colin was formed after
the death of Colin Maher, a dry-
witted 16-year-old Cranford resident
who loved Pez, Halloween, turtles
and his dog Casey. His close-knit
neighbors came together and vowed
to continue his fight until there is an
effective treatment.

CHS graduate and dancer
Alessandra LoConte was diagnosed
with Ewings Sarcoma while studying
at Muhlenberg college. She passed in
2015. Also that year, 16-year-old
Arthur L. Johnson student, Tylor
Collins, succumbed to the sarcoma.

Friends of Colin hopes that the
Cranford and Ewings Sarcoma com-
munity can come together and put an
end to the finality of this disease.

Donations also can be made to
Friends of Colin at 365 Retford Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

RAHWAY – Auditions have been
announced for Company at the
Union County Performing Arts
Center’s Hamilton Stage. Auditions
will be on Monday, June 12 and
Wednesday, June 14 from 6:30 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m. Callbacks will be on
Sunday, June 18, from 6:30 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. Auditions will be held at
the Hamilton Stage at 360 Hamilton
Street, Rahway.

Those auditioning are asked to
come with sheet music and pre-
pared to sing a 16 to 32 bar cut of a
Sondheim song not from Company,
or an appropriate style song. An
accompanist is provided. No
acapella or recorded music is per-
mitted. All roles are open with the
exception of Robert, who has been
cast with Fearless Icon Winner
Timothy Walton. Casting for "The
Vocal Minority" - six pit singers for
the show will also take place. There
will also be cold readings from the
script.

Rehearsals will begin Mid to Late
July. Show Dates are September 8,
9, 10, 15, 16 and 17. Show dates
and tech week attendance are man-
datory.

Company is directed and musi-
cally directed by Khy Garner and
Choreographed by Phil Solomon.

Characters being cast are:
Sarah, Female, Alto, 30 to 40.

Know-it-all, dieting wife of Harry,
who has taken up karate.

Harry, Male, Baritone, 30 to 45.
Sarah's husband, struggling not to
be 'whipped', recent recipient of a
DWI.

Susan, Female, Mezzo, 25 to 35.
A sweet, Southern Belle, and ador-
ing wife of Peter.

Peter, Male, Baritone, 25 to 35.
Ideal, Ivy League-type, married to
Susan.

Jenny, Female, Soprano, 30 to
45. Middle-class, run-of-the-mill
wife of David.

David, Male, Tenor, 30 to 45.

Middle-class, attempting-to-be-
modern husband of Jenny.

Amy, Female, Alto, 25 to 40. Fran-
tic, anxious, bride-to-be of Paul,
who overanalyzes everything.

Paul, Male, Tenor, 25 to 40. Calm,
cool, loving groom-to-be of Amy,
who loves her more than life.

Joanne, Female, Alto, 45 to 65.
Sharp-tongued realist who knows
what she wants, and often wants a
drink, or ten.

Larry, Male, Tenor, 45 to 65.
Somewhat oblivious, enjoying-life-
in-the-moment, husband of Joanne.

April, Female, Mezzo, 21 to 30.
One of Robert's girlfriends, an air-
line hostess, naïve and ditzy.

Kathy, Female, Mezzo, 30 to 40.
One of Robert's recent girlfriends
who is getting married and moving.
Ability to dance a plus for this role.

Marta, Female, Mezzo, 25 to 35.
One of Robert's girlfriends, in touch
with the common man, passionate
about her beliefs.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY



• Education Fund of Westfield

• McKinley School - Plantings/Walkways

• Washington School - Plantings

• Tamaques School - Arbor Day Plantings

• Lincoln School - New Plantings

• Union Catholic - Services Donated

• The ARC of Union County - Service Donated

• Westfield Board of Ed - Hopscotch Courts

• St. Helen’s Church - Courtyard Garden

• Willow Grove Presbyterian  
  Church - Services Donated

• Scottish Rite Masonic Childrens  
  Learning Center - Service Donated

• Plantings in Memory of 9/11 Victims

• Foundation Park - Services Donated

• Union County’s Suburban Style Mag -  
  Recognized for Community Service

Community Service

Cut & Blow Special 

$29 per week
Grass cut, all edges trimmed & 
all porches, decks & driveways 

blown clean weekly!
New Customers only; Includes Most Homes

REFERRAL PROGRAM
The best source we have to 

attract new customers is you!
We depend upon your referrals, and wish to reward you for the kind 

word you spread to your neighbors, family & friends! Whenever 
a person chooses to start a new property maintenance program 

or landscape construction job with M&R due to your referral,

You get $50 OFF your next bill,  
and they get $25 OFF.

It’s that simple!

2013

908-233-0822 Visit us at: www.m-rlandscape.com

Winners of the  
Best of Westfield Award 

5 years in a row!
2014

2015 2016

 Members of: 

Farm Bureau, 

NJLCA, NJPLA, 

NJNLA

Certified by: 
ICPI, Techo-Bloc, Cambridge, 

Belgard

2012



Creators of Affordable Outdoor Living Spaces

908-233-0822
Family Owned & Operated for over 2 decades

Published in National Magazine:  
Green Industry Pro’s 2014 and 2015

We are not JUST the leading lawn maintenance company in town!

$500 Off
any patio, walkway or 
landscape installation

minimum $5,000
must be presented at contract signing

Poor Drainage? Wet Basement?

$100 off
Have your leaders on your home 

done the right way-Underground!
Minimum $1,000 Must be presented 

at contract signing

$300 Off
Any Patio, Walkway or 

Landscape Design
minimum $2,800

must be presented at contract signing

• Creative landscape designs & installation

• Patios & walkways - pavers, brick and bluestone

• Corrective grading and drainage solutions

• Landscape Lighting

• Lawn Renovations

• Stone and RRtie Walls

Email: m.rlandscape@yahoo.com

 Members of: 

Farm Bureau, 

NJLCA, NJPLA, 

NJNLA

Certified by: ICPI, Techo-Bloc, Cambridge, Belgard
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top honors for the Union County
Tournament boys track and field
crown went to Elizabeth but only
by one point (100-99) just ahead
of the Union Catholic Vikings at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 18-19. Rahway took third at
47, followed by Governor
Livingston (GL) at 45, Westfield
at 36 and Cranford at 32. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood placed 10th at
21.

On Day 2, Cougar Trey Pascual
was the highest flyer in the pole

vault with a height of 13-6 and
teammate Mark Lynch took sixth
with a height of 11-6. But on Day
1, Cougar Josiah Cadet nearly
had his dream come true in the
400 hurdles. Cadet, who set his
school’s record (55.15) in the
400 hurdles at the UC Confer-
ence meet, did one better when
he gave it his all to place second
in the event at 54.78 just a nose
behind GL Highlander Andrew
Aguilera who finished in 54.74.
Cougar Kyle Ledford finished 10th
at 59.89.

“The second hurdle, I mis-

counted, hit it but I went through
that. And like the last three, I hit
the third one but I wanted to get
first so bad. I had to keep going,”
Cadet expressed.

Around the far turn, Cadet was
in the mix with four runners but
he put in the extra effort down
the stretch.

“I was just determined to win. I
had to. I can’t let anyone else
beat me. It’s a mental thing,”
Cadet revealed.

The Blue Devil boys figured to
present a strong showing in the
field events and the jumps with
several personal records (PR)
being established at the confer-
ence meet the week prior. Ian
Humphrey topped his best throw

by 24 feet to win the javelin with
a toss of 164-11.

“It was a terrific performance.
The thing too is our throws crew
has come a long way in the jav-
elin event. We have intense com-
petition for our third spot be-
tween Ian, [Brendan] Riccardi
and the freshman Jeremy
Kronheimer, who threw 137,
which is only four feet off our
freshman record, which is held
by Patrick Gray,” pointed out
Blue Devil Head Coach Chris
Tafelski, who added, “Having the
depth we have at that event and
having the youth we have at that
event is really nice. Brendan is a
junior. We got junior Joe San
Giacomo, who has thrown 153.”

The Blue Devil trio demon-
strated their fierce competition
among themselves in the javelin

event when San Giacomo placed
second with a PR toss of 168-11,
Fuccillo took third at 162-5 and
Humphrey took fourth at 157-6.
Dakota Acosta (Elizabeth) took
first with a toss of 170-3.

The power men in the shot put
event have been making big gains
also.

“Coston O’Brien threw 50 feet
in the shot. We haven’t had a 50-
foot shot putter in probably eight,
nine years, and he is throwing
138 in the discus, so we are
getting good contributions from
good guys all around. We have a
freshman shot put record, Tim
Allegro, with 43-11, and DeClan
McCauley is 109 feet in the dis-
cus. He is only three feet off our
freshman record,” Coach Tafelski
said.

PASCAUL WINS POLE VAULT, CADET TAKES 2ND 400H, DWYER 3RD LJ, HJ; NELSON 3RD HJ

Elizabeth Edges Viking Boys for UCT Track & Field Title

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 15 of The Westfield Leader
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Although Rahway’s Jordan West
easily won the shot put with a
shove of 64-2, O’Brien took sixth
and tied his PR with a shove of
50-5.25, followed by Raider Izu
Mozie at 50-0.5.

The Blue Devils have also ben-
efited from the production of Phil
Dwyer in the long jump and high
jump.

“Phil has come a long way. He’s
young as a track and field athlete
because last spring was his first
season with us. He made the
commitment last fall in cross-
country so we could get started
in prep of a group of sprinters.
He has been a key player for us
in our sprint relays. That speed
goes over really well for the long
jump and the high jump. He’s
not particularly tall but he’s got
really good pop to get over that
bar,” Coach Tafelski said.

At the conference meet, Dwyer
established a PR to take second

in the long jump with a leap of
21-7.75 and cleared 6-2 in the
high jump. On Coach Tafelski’s
discussion of the merits of his PR
in the long jump, Dwyer replied,
“It pretty much just felt good.
When the weather is right, you
feel good and you are ready to
go.”

At 5-10, Dwyer is not as tall as
the majority of the big-time long
jumpers. “I think the steps are
good right now and they are very
consistent like I am always on
where I need to be. I guess I am
going for 22 [feet] at this point
but some of the coaches kind of
want me to go for the school
record. It may be 23-3. It might
be a little bit longer, so we will
see how it goes,” Dwyer said.

His clearance of 6-2 in the high
jump is also impressive consid-
ering his stature.

“I honestly didn’t think I could
get that high but when you get to

a certain point, when you are
coming at it, you want to put
speed into it. So when you put
speed into it, it gives you a lot of
bounce off your leg. It seems to
work, so I have no complaints,”
Dwyer said.

Linden’s Schadrac Petit-Homme
won the high jump with a clear-
ance of 6-6. Dwyer and Raider
Nigel Nelson tied for third with a
height of 6-0 and Cougar Addison

Chang took seventh at the same
height. Dwyer did, however, add
a new PR when he placed third in
the long jump with a leap of 21-
11.25. Viking Isaac Eason won
with a leap of 22-11.25. Chang
took ninth at 20-2.5.

Raider Mozie took second in the
discus with a toss of 156-5 and
O’Brien took eighth at 135-8.
Chang took fifth in the triple jump
with a distance of 44-2.5 and
Cougar Aaron Cancio took eighth
at 42-7.25. Aguilera crossed sec-
ond in the 110 hurdles at 14.71
and Josiah Cadet finished fifth at
15.41. Aguilera also took second
in the 200 at 21.95, followed by
Josh Cadet at 22.35. Raider
Dwight Laylor finished eighth at
22.89.

Raider Ben Fleischman finished
second in the 3,200 at 9:50.97.
Blue Devil Ben Salerno at
10:20.65 and Cougar Tom White-
head at 10:21.82 finished 7-8.

Union’s Jon Mobisa took top hon-
ors in the 1,600 with a time of
4:21.23. Blue Devils Jacob Triarsi
at 4:29.53 and Spencer Weigand
at 4:33.48 took 6-8 and Raider
Brandon Garcia finished ninth at
4:33.56. Weigand finished sixth
in the 800 at 1:58.87 and Raider
Colin Sullivan crossed 11th at
2:00.33.

UC Viking Makay Johnson won
the 100 dash with a time of 10.76
and Josh Cadet took sixth at
11:13, while Raider  Laylor fin-
ished eighth at 11.21. Viking
Elijah Brown crossed first in the
400 at 49.09 and GL’s Aguilera
finished third at 50.01. Blue Devil
Cameron McLaughlin finished
ninth at 50.86.

Blue Devils Ron Brown, Dan
Audino, Weigand and McLaughlin
finished third in the 4x400 at
3:27.05, followed by Cougars
Josh and Josiah Cadet, Peter
Gilligan and Ledford at 3:27.75.

Elizabeth Edges U.C. Viking Boys for Union County Track & Field Championship
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Elizabeth Edges U.C. Viking Boys for Union County Track & Field Championship
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Elizabeth Edges U.C. Viking Boys for Union County Track & Field Championship
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Blue Devils Get 2nd, Cougars 6th at Union County Track & Field Championship
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Blue Devils Get 2nd, Cougars 6th at Union County Track & Field Championship
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WF Blue Devils Halt HC Red Devils in Boys North Jersey Group 4 Lacrosse, 6-4

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader
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Raiders Ground Middletown South Eagles, 19-3, in Boys Lacrosse First Round
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BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-15  Thursday, May 25, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Tuesday’s town-
ship committee meeting began
with the annual police depart-
ment awards ceremony where
members of the department were
given citations for heroic acts in
the last year. Police Chief James
Wozniak spoke of five separate
incidents and honored the offic-
ers who contributed to the ap-
prehension of suspects.

Those who received awards in-
cluded Cranford Police Detectives
Spencer Durkin and Timothy
O’Brien and Officers Christopher
DeFabio, John Colinary, James
Knight, John Rattigan, Brian
Lopez, Ryan Geraty and Daniel
Donerstag.

An ordinance to amend the land
development code pertaining to
abandoned properties was
adopted by 4-to-1 vote, with
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
opposing the ordinance. “I am
not in favor of eminent do-
main...,” Ms. O’Connor said.

The council adopted a bond

ordinance, also by a 4-to-1 tally,
for $3,988,500 for the township’s
capital budget. Commissioner
Andis Kalnins opposed the ordi-
nance. “We should keep our debt
level flat,” he said.

Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. said
the capital improvements include
a $400,000 expenditure to re-
place a traffic light on Alden Street
that has been functioning with
an extension cord.

The committee introduced an
ordinance to amend the code
pertaining to dogs and other ani-
mals. It gives a three-year re-
newal for licenses, Commissioner
Ann Dooley said.

A bond anticipation note of $9.5
million was designated to be pay-
able on May 18, 2018.

The contract to replace the Lin-
coln Avenue basketball courts
was increased by $7,750 to add
in lettering on the court. Accord-
ing to a sketch, “Carol
Blazejowski” will be spelled out
on two sides of the court, with
the letter C in center court. Ms.
Blazejowski was a Cranford High

South Ave. Redevelopment
Approved In 5-to-1 Vote

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council, in a 5-to-1 vote Tuesday,
approved the South Avenue Tran-
sit Oriented Redevelopment Plan.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
voted no on the redevelopment
plan. “I lived in Garwood for 50
years; I have opposed the Russo
Development since it was intro-
duced. I believe the develop-
ment is selling our community
down the river with our eyes
wide open. The development will
not turn us into Westfield or
Cranford, nor do we want to be.
We are Garwood. People move
here for the town; it is not the
town a developer envisions it to
be,” she said.

“We have hired outside finan-
cial advisors to look through ev-
ery detail on whether our com-
munity was being changed to in-
crease a developer’s bottom line.
Yes, the developer is making a
profit. However, our financial ad-
visor stated the developer does
not have an extraordinary deal,
where his pockets are so fat he
cannot leave town. The deal is
reasonable and consistent with
other townships and what was
needed to protect us from builder’s
remedy lawsuits. We negotiated
for less units and the developer
agreed. Our planning board ne-
gotiated retail space which helped
offset even more residents. More
residential units would have fur-
ther increased our population and
development density,” said Coun-
cil President Sara Todisco.

“Our power to negotiate and
leverage the best deal for our
community was severely limited
by the New Jersey Supreme
Court. I support moving forward
and focusing on the positives
surrounding the development,”
said Councilman Joseph Sarno.

“When I ran for office, I prom-

ised to look over the developer’s
profit margin and find the best
deal for Garwood. (The) Council
has worked bi-partisan to do just
that. After looking through the
financials, I feel better about the
numbers and understand a pri-
vate developer will always have
a profit margin. No one likes the
idea of a developer making
money, but it’s the reality of
every private land sale or devel-
opment. Affordable-housing rules
did make negotiations tougher
and flexibility less,” said Council-
woman Jen Blumenstock.

“Council worked with limited
options and following state man-
dates is a prudent choice versus
risking hundreds of thousands of
dollars in legal fees fighting law-
suits and having less say in the
development, if we lost in court,”
said Councilman Marc Lazarow.
“Losing in court was almost a
guaranteed possibility as my col-
leagues have mentioned; a real-
ity for many surrounding towns
who did not adapt.”

Garwood will update its tax
maps for all properties in the
upcoming year. Tax maps are an
identity code for each lot that has
an assessed value. The maps
have not been updated in more
than 30 years, so an outside firm
will be hired to reassess each
property to current real value.
The state is requiring that
Garwood update the maps.

“Meaning the only residents
whose homes will see tax increases
are those who are not on record
for additions made to the property
through the construction permit
office. If the property is up to date
with on-record structural changes
or has not been changed, there is
no need for a homeowner to be
worried,” Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello said.

“What firm will be conducting

School graduate who went on to
be named to the American bas-
ketball team in the Olympics in
1980 (in which the United States
did not participate that year),
was former president of the New
York Liberty, and was inducted
into the Basketball Hall of Fame.

Maser Consulting’s contract to
provide engineering services was
amended to add an additional
$60,000 cap on top of the $30,000
previously approved on March 13.

Schenk Price Smith King LLC’s
contract for $10,000 was
amended to add another $10,000
cap. The firm provides outside
labor counsel and is the outside
counsel on hours of operation.

Two tax appeal settlements
were authorized by resolution.

Bank of America, 750 Walnut
Avenue, was authorized a tax
appeal settlement for three units.
Unit CO2 in Year 2016 originally
assessed at $4,053,800 and the
judgment was for $3,885,900,
and in 2017 the original assess-
ment was for $4,053,800 and
the judgment was $3,710,500.
Unit CO3 in 2016 was originally
assessed at $7,000,000 and was
awarded a judgment of
$6,139,100, and in 2017 was
originally assessed at $7,000,000
and was awarded a judgment of
$5,862,000. Unit CO4 in 2016
was originally assessed at
$749,000 and was awarded a
judgment of $678,000, and in
2017 was originally assessed at
$749,000 and was awarded a
judgment of $647,400.

Excel-Care Inc., located at 205
Birchwood Avenue, was autho-
rized its tax appeal settlement
for 2012, showing an original
total assessment of $5.7 million
and the judgment of $4,810,000.
The year 2013 shows an original
assessment of $5,700,000 and
the judgment was for

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Seabees Veteran to Speak
At Memorial Day Service

GARWOOD — The Garwood Cel-
ebrations Committee invites all
borough residents to this year’s
Memorial Day service. This an-
nual event will take place on
Monday, May 29, at noon, at the
Columbian Club, located at 37
South Avenue, Garwood.

Longtime Garwood resident
Gene Payne will be this year’s
guest speaker. Mr. Payne served
with the U.S. Navy Seabees, a
construction battalion, during
World War II. Stationed in the
Mariana Islands in the South Pa-
cific, Mr. Payne was part of the

workforce that helped build air-
strips in the Pacific. He served
from 1941 to 1945 and left the
service having achieved the rank
of Gunner Mate, 2nd Class.

Mr. Payne has been awarded
many service medals.

Mayor Charles P. Lombardo also
will deliver a Memorial Day mes-
sage. Monsignor Ron Marczewski
of the Church of St. Anne in
Garwood will give the invocation
and the benediction. After the
short ceremony, hotdogs, chips
and soda will be served. This is a
free event. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CF Police Department Awards Officers;
Cap Budget Adopted, by 4-1 Vote
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Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU...Interim Cranford Superintendent Marilyn Birnbaum holds up
a picture given to her by the Board of Education (BOE) to honor her at one of her
last BOE meetings on Monday night.

Cranford Bids Farewell to
Superintendent Birnbaum

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation said goodbye to Interim
Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum, Ed.D., at the board
Monday night meeting.

Ms. Birnbaum has been leading
the district as interim superin-
tendent since 2015 and will con-
tinue her duties through next
month.

The board honored her with
flowers, a unique rendition of the
song “The Rainbow Connection,”
with words altered pay tribute to
her, a special picture of a rain-
bow and a visit from the Cranford
cougar mascot.

 Ms. Birnbaum told The
Westfield Leader “it’s been a great
run and in many, many ways I’m
very sorry to leave but I know it’s
time and I know Dr. Rubin will
take this ship forward.”

Newly hired superintendent

Scott Rubin, Ed.D., who was given
a five-year contract by the board,
will begin his new duties on July 1.

In other business news, Gregg
Caverly, supervisor of mathemat-
ics and data manager, and Lisa
Hayeck, supervisor of science and
applied technology, gave the
board a presentation about the
3D printer currently being uti-
lized at Cranford High School.
The printer was obtained from a
grant funded by the Cranford
Fund for Educational Excellence.
The printer takes digital files and
transforms them into real world
products.

Ms. Hayeck told the board “it
was pretty easy to learn how to
use it,” and faculty members got
an opportunity to learn about it
at the November 8 professional
development session.

Mr. Caverly showed the board a
number of items created by the

$4,810,000.
During commissioner com-

ments, Commissioner Kalnins
said the planning board is to hear
an application by Hartz Mountain
Industries for 750 Walnut Av-
enue. The applicant is request-
ing the township look at rezoning
that property from commercial
to residential and has proposed
900 residential units, he said.
The application is scheduled to
be heard by the planning board
on Wednesday, June 7, Commis-
sioner Dooley told The Leader.

Bank of America recently va-
cated the premises at 750 Walnut
Avenue where it held offices. The
property is located on the Cranford/
Clark border and is across the
street from the new shopping plaza
in Clark on Raritan Road.

Pertaining to the capital bud-
get, Ms. Dooley said, “I am un-
persuaded that the five-year road
re-pavement plan…is appropri-
ate for the town’s needs.” She
said it has “an abrupt” 30-per-
cent drop off in budgeted dollars
allocated to roads in 2017 and

the appraisals and when they will
begin has not been announced
and is part of a year-long or so
state organized process,” said
Borough Tax Assessor Annmarie
Switzer.

In other business, several coun-
cil members responded to com-
ments made by a board of edu-
cation member at the previous
council meeting.

“In response to a Garwood
Board of Education member’s
claims last meeting. I regard it as
senseless negativity. As an edu-
cator I find the claims trouble-
some to children with natural
hurdles. Council seeks a positive
working relationship through of-

ficial communication with the
board of education. We should
not point out and exploit vulner-
able children in our district as a
burden. Any statements not
made by the board of education,
reflective of the entire board,
must be taken as one member’s
opinion” said Ms. Todisco. “I com-
mend not politicizing children with
disabilities,” Mr. Lazarow added.

“Last week’s comments about
special-needs students were of a
rogue member of the board of
education reflecting his own opin-
ions. As a special-needs father, I
find his opinions offensive and
marginalizing,” said Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli.

Mr. Piarulli used public com-
mentary time to address com-
ments made about his opinions
on the cost burden of special-
needs education in the borough.
Mr. Piarulli was unnamed by coun-
cil members in their commen-
tary, but was the board of educa-
tion member who spoke at the
last meeting.

“I am a dad of a special-needs
child as well. I am repulsed and
feel sorry those who think chil-
dren are being targeted. The re-
ality is special-needs students
can cost $400,000. That’s the
reality. Not political or politiciz-
ing, Marc. I am repulsed and
disgusted by each of you,” said
Mr. Piarulli, who also attended
Tuesday’s meeting.

“Since the last board of educa-
tion meeting and council meet-
ing both elected entities have
met for an official sub-commit-
tee meeting and displayed con-
tinued progress. Both entities
want an open line for official
communication discussing con-
cerns and needs,” said school
board liaison Mr. Sarno.

The Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce awarded
Larissa Vena a $1,000 scholar-
ship. Larissa is a student at the
Academy for Performing Arts,
Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools. Students were
asked to list their academic
achievements and extracurricu-
lar activities, and to write about
their hometown. “I am happy for
the money, but really appreciate
the recognition of hard work,”
said Larissa.

She will attend Quinnipiac Uni-
versity, majoring in accounting.
“When people say small town,
big heart, I see it more on a daily
basis in Garwood than anywhere
else,” said Larissa.

2018. “It needs to be abandoned
and refocused,” she said.

“The increase over last year’s
budget is about $300,000, which
is less than $14 per resident,”
she said.

“On another note, I have taken a
deep look at the DPW’s fleet — it is
ancient,” she said, noting some
vehicles are from the early 1970s
and close to two dozen vehicles
are more than 20 years old.

“Awareness of the DPW issue
and the re-pavement program
are perhaps the greatest dis-
agreement among us,” she said.

The committee announced that
the township’s Memorial Day Pa-
rade is Monday, May 29, begin-
ning at the Cranford Community
Center at 9 a.m. Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin noted that 86 Cran-
ford residents “died defending
our freedom.” The recreation de-
partment is looking for volun-
teers to carry a flag during the
commemoration ceremony, he
said. Those interested should
contact the recreation depart-
ment.

South Ave. Redevelopment Approved in 5-1 Vote

Cranford PD Awards Officers

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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printer, including chain links,
game pieces, a boat that floats,
penrose triangles, magnets and
tangrams.

Ms. Hayeck told the board the
technology the 3D printer of-
fers is growing in popularity in
Cranford and Assistant Super-
intendent of Curriculum and In-
struction Elizabeth Azukas told
the board the printer is provid-
ing the students with “great
career readiness skills.”

About a dozen Cranford par-
ents from Hillside Avenue School
stood before the board to ex-
press concerns about a possible
increase in class size for incom-
ing third-graders.

Resident and Hillside parent
Christine Daly told the board
that if there are only two third-
grade classes, as opposed to
three, the education of the stu-
dents “will be compromised.”

Resident and Hillside parent
Scott Wolfe told the board as an
educator for over 20 years, “I
recognize how difficult the tran-
sition actually is from second to
third grade” and suggested the
transition would be more chal-
lenging if class size increased
because there were only two
classes.

“We feel that those three sec-
tions are highly important for
our kids to continue to be suc-
cessful,” Mr. Wolfe assured
board members.

Hillside Principal Curt M. Fogas,
Ed. D., told the parents and the
board the current plan is for
three sections but did note, “we
do have a very high mobility
rate of kids entering the school
and leaving the school,” and fur-
ther indicated “third grade his-
torically is one that has that high
mobility rate,” which usually
means between three and six

students enter or leave.
Currently, there are 52 stu-

dents who have registered for
third grade at Hillside Avenue
School for the next school year
and Superintendent Birnbaum
assured the parents that three
sections are planned and bud-
geted for at this time and.

A group of juniors also stood
before the board with a power
point presentation making the
argument for the benefits of
Open Campus for the 2017-
2018 school year. One student
pointed out that the current jun-
ior class is a particularly re-
sponsible one and told the
board, “We are more than quali-
fied and capable of handling the
responsibility of having open
campus next year.”

Open Campus would allow se-
nior students to leave the school
building and campus during
lunch, study hall and when they
do not have a scheduled class.

Junior student representatives
told the board that Open Cam-
pus would motivate seniors to
maintain good grades and good
attendance, would simulate a
college schedule, would allow
time for appointments, would
provide a change of scenery to
relax away from school and
would reward those students

who have demonstrated respon-
sibility.

Superintendent Birnbaum told
the students the board would
consider their arguments and as-
sured them “we’ll get back to you
within a week.”

The recipients of the Governor’s
Educators of the Year Award for
2016-2017, an award that ac-
knowledges the outstanding ef-
forts of teachers and educational
services professionals, were hon-
ored by the board in a special
ceremony before the board meet-
ing.

Angie Braxton, Donna Cathcart,
Gregory D’Amato, Eileen
Faitoute, Judy Grogan, Nicole
Halkias, Dawn Klotz, Meghan Reid
and Mellisa Toddings were com-
mended for their ability to in-
spire students of all backgrounds
to learn and for being exception-
ally dedicated, knowledgeable
and skilled professionals.

Additionally, students and
teachers were acknowledged for
their demonstration of excellence
in the area of Fine and Perform-
ing Arts from Hillside Avenue
School, Orange Avenue School,
Livingston Avenue School and
Brookside Place School.

Teacher and student artists
were congratulated by the board
from Hillside Avenue School and
Orange Avenue School for their
works selected for the 2017 Union
County Teen Arts Festival.

Orange Avenue Seventh Grade
Band members who attended the
inaugural Central Jersey Music
Educators Association (CJMEA)
Middle School Honors Band Fes-
tival were applauded while Hill-
side Avenue School Fine and Per-
forming Arts students, who at-
tended and performed at New
Jersey American Choral Direc-
tors Association (NJACDA) Jun-
ior High Honor Choir, were ac-
knowledged for their efforts.

The next board meeting will be
Monday, June 12.

CF Bids Farewell to Superintendent Birnbaum

ROCK THE BOROUGH...Garwood residents are encouraged to look for
colorful rocks such as these with the names of noteworthy borough sites printed
on them, and to bring them to the “Garwood Rocks” street fair on Sunday, June
4, where they will receive a prize. Sponsored by the Garwood Historical
Committee, this contest is designed to highlight borough history in a fun way.

‘Garwood History Rocks’
Contest to Get Underway

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Historical Committee will host
a “Garwood History Rocks” con-
test at the “Garwood Rocks”
street fair on Sunday, June 4,
on Center Street in Garwood.
The contest is open to all resi-
dents of Garwood, regardless
of age.

The committee will hide — in
plain sight — 20 brightly-col-
ored rocks throughout the bor-
ough, on or about Memorial
Day weekend. Those who hap-
pen to find one are asked to
hold onto it until the day of the
“Garwood Rocks” street fair.
They should then bring the rock
to the Garwood Historical Com-
mittee booth at the street fair
to claim a prize.

Finders also will learn infor-
mation about the place printed
on the rock they found. Each
rock will have a specific Garwood
location printed on it that has
some history associated with it.
The rocks will be placed at ran-
dom, so, for example, a rock
that has the words “Garwood
Library” painted on it may or
may not be found on the library
grounds. The committee has
asked that participants adhere
to one rock per family.

The Historical Committee
hopes this rock hunt will en-
courage families to walk around
the borough as they search for
the rocks, and to look at the
various historical sites in their
community.

Kids’ Used Book Sale
To Be Held at Library
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library’s annual Children’s
Department Used Book Sale will
be held Saturday through Fri-
day, June 17 to 23, during library
hours. A wide variety of gently-
used titles will be available, with
paperbacks costing only 25 cents
and hardcover books priced at
50 cents. An assortment of
puzzles, games and movies will
be offered for similarly low prices.
The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Probitas Verus Honos



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-18  Thursday, May 25, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

Local Letters to the Editor
Mountain Biker Disagrees With

Freeholder Plan Chosen on Watchung
On May 18, the Freeholders

voted to remove bike trails from
the Watchung Master Plan even
though the vast majority of
speakers, including Mayors
Radest and Mirabelli, pled for
compromise. Chairman Bergen
flip-flopped on his agenda read-
ing a lengthy dissertation outlin-
ing his reasons. “I am absolutely
convinced that there is already
too intense a use of this valuable
piece of property.”

Does he have usage counts or
empirical evidence? Users of the
park claim that it’s underutilized,
even on weekends. Has the Chair-
man ever been on the trails? He
would notice that most visitors
stay within 100 yards of the
(rarely full) parking lots and the
center is mostly empty.

“Lewis Morris County Park ...
the ratio is 183. That is based
upon a total acreage of 2,200
acres and 12 miles of trails. Com-
pare that to Watchung Reserva-
tion which has 2,100 acres and
already has 45 miles of existing
trails, and you get a ratio of 47.”

Where did the Chairman get his
facts? Lewis Morris Park is half
the size of Watchung at 1,153
acres bringing the actual ratio to
96. Why not use a more accurate
comparison like Wissahickon
Park? It’s much more like
Watchung in size and scope, dif-
fering in population. Watchung
has 77,000 residents and
Wissahickon has 197,000 resi-
dents in towns bordering the
park, a staggering 139 percent
more.

“... that I must conclude that
mountain biking will in fact do
environmental damage to the
park, which could be rather sub-
stantial.”

What is he referring to that led

him to this conclusion? There are
literally hundreds of studies by
engineers, architects, universi-
ties and non-profits that prove
that bike tires do no more dam-
age than boots. Even the articles
that coincide with his opinion
(mostly dated prior to 2000)
maintain any damage is due to
poor trail design and construc-
tion.

“Even if a majority of riders
comply with the rules, a few ‘bad
apples,’ ... can do a lot of dam-
age, very quickly.”

There is evidence within
Watchung that shows damage
caused by “bad apples” hikers,
including but not limited to spray
painting swastikas, littering beer
cans and fast food wrappers,
destroying bridges, widening
pathways, walking off trails cre-
ating new ones and permitting
off-leash dogs to splash through-
out the wetlands. According to
his logic, hiking should also be
banned.

The damage is also exacer-
bated by the all-terrain vehicle
officers that he’s consequently
ordered to patrol the park.

“Based upon the demographics
of those who have come to our
meetings and spoken on the
internet … this is a sport for
mostly men, who are interested
in riding fast. I find the web sites
and video’s talking about STRAVA
and its competitions right here in
the Reservation, to be disturb-
ing.”

I have supplied the Chairman
with facts related to mountain
bike sales in Union County. Moun-
tain bikes account for 56 percent
of our bike sales and 75 percent
of those are children’s. The facts
are that mountain biking is a
family sport. The Chairman ig-

nores that plan calling for 80
percent-90 percent beginner to
intermediate bike trails for fam-
ily use.

He referred to a STRAVA post
from February 24, 2015 where
he points out a speed of 24.8
mph. This was reached on a
downhill paved section of
Baltustrol Road. It is incorrect to
say that it happened on the trails.

“I do not disagree with the
mountain bikers who argue that
Union County should offer as

many diverse recreational op-
portunities to our residents as
we can. BUT … Union County
does not offer any place for down-
hill skiing within the county”

This reference to downhill ski-
ing is a false equivalence. Cross
country skiing is permitted in
Watchung and in other parks
within Union County. The bike
trails are cross country trails, not
downhill trails. This isn’t a Red
Bull video. These are bike paths
designed for family usage.

It Takes The Efforts of Many to Make
Garwood A Successful Downtown

If you’ve driven around
Garwood recently, you might
have noticed the new banners
being hung on the borough’s
street lamps. While enjoyed by
all, it is often overlooked that
even seemingly small improve-
ments like this take the commit-
ment and resources of many.
With that, I’d like to publicly
acknowledge all those that helped
make these new banners a real-
ity.

First, I would like to thank the
all-volunteer Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee for selecting the
final custom designs and for all
they do to bring our community
together.

A big thank you also to the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce for its annual do-
nations back to Garwood in sup-
port of the Garwood Rocks Street
Fair, in part which allowed us to
fund these banners. In particu-
lar, I’d like to thank Garwood’s
Business and Industry Liaison,
Carol Kearney, who always works
hard to ensure this event is a
success and for all she does to
make our town a great place to
grow or build a business. I hope
to see many at this year’s
Garwood Rocks on Sunday, June
4, which will run along Center
Street from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Finally, thank you to the
Garwood Department of Public
Works for installing the new ban-

ners, for their diligence in rotat-
ing them seasonally, and for all
they do all year round to main-
tain our town.

Right now, the banners hang-
ing along the borough’s thor-
oughfares include “Shop
Garwood” and “Garwood Honors
GPD, GFD, GFAS.” This winter,
we hope all will enjoy our new
snowflake banners.

Over 200 businesses have cho-
sen to establish themselves in
our great borough and as such
the “Shop Garwood” banner is a
great way to celebrate the strong
relationship that Garwood has
between its residents, busi-
nesses, and local government.
This relationship is further fos-
tered by our very active Cham-
ber of Commerce.

In Garwood, we take excep-
tional pride in our top-notch po-
lice department and our volun-
teer fire department and first aid
squad. I’m thrilled anytime we
are able show gratitude for their
service and proud that we can do
so with these banners.

Whether it be sprucing up our
downtown with new banners or
sustaining a vibrant town that it
safe to live, shop, and work, it
takes the efforts of many – it
takes the efforts of a community.
A great big thank you to all that
make that possible in Garwood.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Council President

“I support the expansion of
street bike paths, be they along
roadways or otherwise”

If the Chairman cites STAVA
speed as a reason to ban bike
trails, why doesn’t that same
logic apply to seek banning paved
bicycle paths? Environmentally,
how does a paved (with oil) path-
way have less negative environ-
mental impact than a simple dirt
trail?

Chairman Bergen is a repre-
sentative of and was elected by
the people of Union County. The
will of the people is to find com-
promise on the subject of adding
bike trails to Watchung. That
compromise is probably shared
trails.

Thomas Dunn, Hilltop Bicycles
Cranford

CHS Announces Spring
Art Show at Library
CRANFORD – The art teachers

and art students of Cranford High
School invite the public to at-
tend the annual Spring Art Ex-
hibit at the Cranford Public Li-
brary. The show will run from
Thursday, June 1 through Tues-
day, June 13. There will be a
closing reception on Tuesday,
June 13 from 6:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. The event is open and free
to the public.

This exhibit highlights the work
of over 70 student artists and
represents the breadth of our
Visual Arts program, including;
photography, graphics, drawing,
design, painting and crafts.

Reading is Good For You
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Cranford Library to Present
Summer Reading Program
CRANFORD — Families looking

to keep their children engaged in
learning over the summer months
are invited to join the Cranford
Public Library’s annual Summer
Reading Program. This year’s
theme is “Build a Better World.”

Children simply track the
amount of time they spend read-
ing or being read to each day.
Once they have recorded a week’s
worth of reading, they stop by
the library to receive a reward.
This year’s prizes, donated by
local businesses, include a cone
at Dairy Queen, a summer of
bowling at Linden Lanes, and
tickets to a Somerset Patriots
game. To participate, youngsters
can visit the library’s Children’s
Department in June or July and
register. Upon registering, they
will be given a log in which to
record their reading.

In addition to logging reading,
the library runs weekly programs
for children of all ages. Every
Monday, at 10:30 a.m., the li-
brary will host an enhanced story
time for children ages 2 to 5
called “Budding Builders.” Each
story time will focus on some
simple STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math) con-
cepts and will be followed by an
open-ended, hands-on activity.
Children and their caregivers will
have fun learning together at a
pace that works for them.

Elementary-aged children are
invited to learn through creation
at “Maker Mondays,” a drop-in
program that will be held June 26
through July 31 from 3:30 to 5
p.m. Children ages 6 and older
will take on a new challenge each
week. Youngsters will create stop
motion movies, participate in an
egg drop challenge, play with
food and take part in other cre-
ative activities.

The library also will welcome
professional performers each

Wednesday evening for an all-
ages family program. A new en-
tertainer will visit each week,
with programs featuring musical
performances, live animals and
even a traveling planetarium. This
series will be held in the Audio/
Visual Room of the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, at 7 p.m. Free
tickets are available in the
library’s Children’s Department
up to two weeks before each
performance.

Each Thursday, at 10:15 a.m.,
the library will present an early
literacy story time for babies and
toddlers ages 3 to 23 months.
This lively story time will feature
plenty of music and movement.

The Summer Reading program
is sponsored by the Friends of
the Cranford Public Library. En-
rollment in the program runs from
Saturday, June 17, through Fri-
day, July 28, and is open to all
Cranford and Winfield Park resi-
dents. For a full list of summer
events, visit the library or the
library’s website,
CranfordLibrary.org. The library
is located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

CRANFORD
Monday, May 15, Afrika Isalm,

21, of Newark and Aniyah Towler,
22, of Roselle were arrested on
charges of possession of less than
50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, possession of a prescrip-
tion analog and possession of
paraphernalia after a 2005
Pontiac was stopped at the inter-
section of Raritan Road and Moen
Avenue for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located marijuana
and prescription pills inside the
vehicle. Isalm, a passenger, was
charged with possession of mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia. The driver, Towler, was
charged with possession of a pre-
scription analog, possession of
marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia. Both were pro-
cessed and released, pending a
Superior Court appearance. Isalm
was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for failure to wear a seat
belt. Towler was issued motor
vehicle summonses for improper
window tint, driving without a
license and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance
(CDS) in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, May 16, Ermal
Rustemmliu, 29, of West Caldwell
was arrested and charged with
hindering apprehension after a
motor vehicle stop in the area of
Walnut and South Avenues for a
cell phone violation. Following
an investigation at the scene,
police determined that
Rustemmliu was providing a false
name. Rustemmliu was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Municipal Court appearance.
Additionally, Rustemmliu was is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for failure to wear a seat belt,
utilizing a cell phone while oper-
ating a motor vehicle, driving
with a suspended license and
failure to exhibit documents.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Summer Registration
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that registration
for summer programs will begin
on Wednesday, June 7, at 10
a.m. All programs are listed in
the department’s brochure, which
recently was mailed to Cranford
residents and also may be viewed
online at cranford.com/rec or at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
CranfordRecreationAndParks.
These programs are for Cranford
residents only.

The department strongly en-
courages registration for all
classes to be done online through
Community Pass. Online regis-
tration enables individuals to reg-
ister 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, to make payment by
credit card and to receive the
latest program updates as they
occur through their account. Par-
ticipants may access their exist-
ing account or create a new ac-
count by visiting
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

If needing assistance to regis-
ter online, stop by the Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
or call (908) 709-7283. Any other
questions can be directed to the
department at (908) 709-7283.

One Woman Show to be
Presented in Cranford

CRANFORD – The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library are
very pleased to present Lilia!, a
one-woman play written by and
starring Libby Skala. The play
will be presented at the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut
Avenue, on Monday, June 12, at
7:30 p.m. Admission is free and
all are welcome.

The play tells the true story of
Libby’s grandmother, Austrian
stage actress Lilia Skala. Buoyed
by a resolute faith, Lilia flees the
Third Reich and finds herself la-
boring in a New York factory
before working her way back to
Broadway and the silver screen –
eventually collecting Oscar,
Emmy, and Golden Globe award
nominations.

Libby Skala has charmed audi-
ences internationally with her

critically-acclaimed solo plays
Lilia!, A Time to Dance, the story
of her great aunt Elizabeth Polk,
an Austrian modern dancer and
award-winning dance therapy
pioneer, and Felicitas, the story
of her great aunt Felicitas Sofer,
a tough-love Austrian baby nurse.
Her newest play, Irena Sendler:
Rescuing the Rescuer, veers from
the family tree to portray a Polish
Catholic woman whose universal
sense of family compels her to
save thousands of Jewish lives.
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Blood Drive Is Today

At Clark Squad
CLARK — New Jersey Blood

Services will host a Commu-
nity Blood Drive today, Thurs-
day, May 25, between 1:30
and 7:30 p.m., at the Clark
Volunteer Emergency Squad,
located at 875 Raritan Road,
Clark.

Every donor will receive a
$15-off Jiffy Lube Cranford cou-
pon as a thank you. To make an
appointment, visit tinyurl.com/
ClarkBloodDrives or call 1-
(800) 933-2566. Walk-ins also
will be welcome.

Ezra Lee in Production
Of Almost, Maine

GREAT BARRINGTON, M.A. –
Ezra Lee, a 17 year-old sopho-
more from Cranford, was the
Sound Operator for the Bard
College at Simon's Rock The-
atre Program production of Al-
most, Maine by John Cariani.

James Warwick, veteran ac-
tor/director of both London and
U.S. stage and screen, directed
the all-student cast.Probitas Verus Honos




