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New Retail Trends Causing
Changes In Downtown Westfield
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As Amazon and
other online/electronic shopping ven-
ues take over the way Americans shop,
downtowns like Westfield have to
reinvent the type of businesses they
want to attract.

“There’s new trends in retail and
we have to adapt to what’s going on
nationally,” explains Gene Jannotti,
executive director of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-

merce. He said the goal is to continue
to make the town attractive so people
continue to come to Westfield. He
said the town can accomplish that “by
keeping up with the latest opportuni-
ties.”

To see the changes coming to town,
The Westfield Leader was given a
two-hour tour on Friday with Sherry
Cronin, executive director of the
Downtown Westfield Corp. Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky and Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea also took part.

One of the largest vacant spaces
currently is 125 Elm Street, the former
home of Smith & Hawken, a garden-
ing store, and later a mattress store,
The Westfield Sleep Center. It will
now be the location of Nails, Spa and
Beyond.

“Traditional retail is going away,”
Mr. Gildea said. “Service businesses
is what has to take its space.”

Another big space is 151 East
Broad, most recently the home of
City Sports, an 8,000-square-foot
store.

“There’s no large retailers looking
for that kind of space now. Not even
subdividing is being considered,” Ms.
Cronin said.

Westfield’s City Sports was among
eight of the regional chain’s 26 stores
the company closed when it filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.

The old Pinera Bread on East Broad
has been rented to Boxwood Coffee,
a small coffee house out of Summit.
Westfield will be its second location.
The space is around 3,700 square
feet, Ms. Cronin said. Pinera closed
in December after 17 years in
Westfield.

Midtown Authentic has opened at
129 East Broad. The business “buys
your ex-boyfriend’s gifts.” Located
out of Hoboken, the store’s Facebook
page describes it as New Jersey’s
“only luxury couture resale store that
pays you on the spot for your un-
wanted bags, shoes, accessories and
designer jewelry.”

The former longtime space of The
Leader Store, 109 East Broad Street,
can easily be subdivided as it is a
large, 4,500-square-foot vacant space.
An artist and former teacher, Ricardo
Roig, currently is displaying his art-
work in the windows.

Hand Picked, an urban wear store,
has opened at 107 Prospect Street

Residents Oppose Development
For Circa-1755 Pierson House

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment did not make a final deci-
sion on a proposal to build a multiple-
residential development on the cur-
rent site of the home known as the
Daniel Pierson house, located at 1481
East Broad Street.

Country Classics is seeking pre-
liminary and final major site plan
approval with use and bulk variances
to demolish the single-family resi-
dence there and construct a total of
six, age-restricted residential units,
located in two separate buildings on
the property, each containing three

residential units.
The board previously acknowl-

edged a request made by John
Schmidt, Jr., the attorney for appli-
cant Country Classics at Montgom-
ery, LLC, to have a seven-member
board present. The applicant would
need five out of seven board mem-
bers to vote for approval. However,
testimony from the applicant and those
opposed to the development was
heard.

Neighbors of the development,
Michael Pressman and Floren
Robinson, are opposing the develop-
ment. The new structure, if erected,
will provide housing for residents

age 55 and older.
Testimony and public commentary

focused on the development’s poten-
tial impact on traffic volume, the
development’s proposed height, de-
struction of the historic Pierson resi-
dence, and the development being
consistent with the neighborhood’s
single-family zoning.

More than a dozen Westfield resi-
dents from Davis Court, Carol Road
and surrounding streets near the pro-
posed development spoke during the
public commentary portion of the
meeting against approving the appli-
cation. Others remained in attendance
as the meeting hit the evening’s time
limit.

Mr. Pressman and Ms. Robinson’s
attorney, Richard Schkolnick, called
upon expert witness J. Michael Petry
of Petry Engineering.

“I visited the neighborhood. Seek-
ing relief there should be a beneficial
reason for the development. When
looking at the variance amount re-
quested and the possible impact on an
already traffic-ridden neighborhood,
the project raises questions,” Mr. Petry
said.

“I do not believe this project ad-
heres to the necessities or goals de-
scribed in the (Westfield) master plan.
The pure density, height of the pro-
posed buildings and the buildings’
lengths, separate these structures from
the single-family residences surround-
ing the current structure,” Mr. Petry
said.

Mr. Schmidt countered Mr. Petry’s
statement. “The development fulfills
a need for housing in Westfield for
residents 55 and older. Thirty-five
percent of Westfield residents are 55
and older. The development adheres
to the master plan. The height in-
crease discussed is only three feet
higher than surrounding homes,” Mr.
Schmidt said.

“Fifty-five-year-old individuals

Evan Rossi for The Westfield Leader
JAZZING IT UP...Tuesday night’s Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz draws a smaller crowd than usual due to cloudy weather.

Jeff Gruman for The Westfield Leader
EXPANDED PARKING...Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea, left, points
out some of the changes coming to the downtown, including closing the one-way
section of Lenox Avenue to expand the municipal parking lot opposite the
Westfield Post Office on Central Avenue, as Westfield Leader Assignment Editor
Paul Peyton, second from left, Downtown Westfield Corp. Executive Director
Sherry Cronin and Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, right, look on.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ACTION ON BIRCHWOOD...Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen Jr. turns his
laptop towards the planning board last Wednesday to show a rendering of
proposed apartments at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.  The township committee
passed a resolution last Tuesday to make an agreement to sell the property for
$18.5 million. There was no comment from the committee, and the committee did
not present further details.

Twn. Makes $18.5-Mil. Deal
To Sell Birchwood Ave.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township has
made an agreement to sell 215-235
Birchwood Avenue for $18.5 million to
a developer to build 225 units, Wanda
Chin Monahan, a partner with the law
firm of Sedita, Campisano & Campisano,
LLC, which specializes in the practice of
environmental law and brownfields re-
development, told the planning board at
its workshop meeting Wednesday.

“We are pretty excited about that,”
Ms. Chin said.

The township purchased the property
at the end of 2016 for some $18 million
from the developer S. Hekemian, who
had won a builder’s remedy lawsuit to
build a 360-unit apartment building there.

Since then, the area has been desig-
nated by the governing body of the
Township of Cranford as a Non-Con-
demnation Area in Need of Redevelop-
ment pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A -5
and -6. The Department of Community
Affairs approved the redevelopment
resolution.

The township then solicited propos-
als for purchase and redevelopment of
the property. The bids received have not
been revealed by the township.

Last Tuesday, the committee had
passed a resolution that authorizes the
agreement for selling the property to
Birchwood Developers Associates LLC.

The Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT) agreement has not been deter-
mined, Ms. Chin said. Harbor Consult-
ants was named the planner by a unani-
mous vote by the board to prepare the
redevelopment agreement.

The board had entered into an execu-
tive session to discuss the resolution
authorizing preparation of a redevelop-
ment plan. In reconvening to the public
session, the board passed the resolution

unanimously.
There will be an overlay zone, Zoning

Officer Ron Johnson said of the site. The
planning board “could rescind the IMR
(inclusionary multi-family residential)
zoning once the redevelopment plan is
adopted,” Ms. Chin said. The redevel-
opment plan “trumps” the IMR zone,
Mr. Johnson explained to The Westfield
Leader.

A conceptual rendering of the project
that will include a parking garage under-
neath the development was exhibited by
Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. on his per-
sonal computer. Details of the proposed
plan were not provided.

The township also is to take the con-
tamination cleanup efforts of the
Birchwood Avenue site to the response
action outcome, Ms. Chin told The
Leader, as required by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection’s (NJDEP) site remediation
program. Last month, the township hired
Excel Environmental Resources Inc. to
provide soil remediation to the soil con-
tamination on the Birchwood Avenue
site that is above the applicable stan-
dards of the NJDEP.

At last Tuesday’s township commit-
tee meeting, the committee introduced
an amended ordinance currently in ef-
fect under the land use code that would
further explain the set aside for afford-
able-housing component of develop-
ments that contain five or more units.
Township Attorney Ryan Cooper ex-
plained the ordinance to the planning
board, after which the planning board
unanimously approved the amendments.

“The ordinance, read on first reading
last night, perfects and makes more ex-
plicit the new statutory scheme we have
in the ordinance already,” Mr. Cooper
said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LOOKING FOR DEALS...This family shops for deals during Downtown Westfield
Sidewalk Sale Days held over the weekend. The event was sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corp.
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Garwood Expands Parking
Restrictions in Res. Areas

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil on Tuesday night approved an ordi-
nance expanding residential permit
parking and two-hour parking. Streets
included in the new parking zone are
Fourth Avenue, Fifth Avenue, and
Spruce Avenue.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro said
commuters accessing the Garwood
Train Station on Center Street are park-
ing in residential neighborhoods as they
take trains to New York from the
Garwood station.

“The problem was explained by our
police and noted by residents who have
complained. Something had to be done,”
Councilwoman Cuccaro said.

“We realized something needed to
be done to keep the process organized,
as Garwood is becoming and going to
become a larger commuter borough,”
Councilman Joseph Sarno added.

Police Chief James Wright said the
borough would “incorporate a user-

friendly phasing process.” He said that
signs will be posted and that a parking
permit enforcement officer will enforce
the parking restrictions.

“Warnings will be given out to first-
time offenders. After a period of time,
tickets with financial penalties will be
directed towards cars not abiding the
rules,” Police Chief Wright said.

The council’s parking committee
developed a questionnaire to be dis-
cussed further at September’s parking
committee meeting. The questionnaire
is geared towards borough business
owners. All 41 business owners who
are Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce members will be notified.
All other businesses will be notified
through e-mail and phone.

Preliminary questions on the ques-
tionnaire were mentioned at Tuesday’s
council meeting. Councilman Sarno said
they include: “What are your thoughts
on a paid parking station? Along the
same lines, do we make the lot across

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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LEADER IN SENECA FALLS...Sharon Stockwell of Westfield holds up her
Westfield Leader while taking a tour this past weekend of Seneca Falls, N.Y., home
of the suffragette movement. Bea Stockwell, Farmington, Conn., Sharon and
Caroline Stockwell of Westfield, N.J., visited the area while on their way to drop
off Caroline at the University of Rochester for a one-week class. They also went
to Rochester, N.Y., and saw the Susan B. Anthony house.
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Downtown
across from Bovella’s Chocolates.
“It’s really popular among the young
teens. There’s often crowds of young
boys that hang out around that store,”
Ms. Cronin noted.

A long-time business, Maria Can-
dida Hair Forum at 105 Prospect
Street, is now Leo Charles Salon. “He
is in the process of re-branding and
putting up a permanent sign,” she
said. Also re-branded is the former
Westfield Running Company on
Quimby Street, which is now a
JackRabbit store.

The mixed-use building under con-
struction on the former Jolly Trolley
site on North Avenue will have 20
apartments on the top two floors and
1,200 square feet of office or retail
space on the ground floor. Under-
ground parking is behind the retail
space.

Avalon Bay, a large developer, is
relocating its New Jersey headquar-
ters to the space formerly occupied by
the Children’s Place store at East Broad
and Elm Streets. The business will
have 25 to 30 employees plus visitors.

The mayor said Westfield needs to
have more service-oriented busi-
nesses and to be more flexible in the
downtown given the change in retail
type businesses.

The owner of 76 Elm Street, former
home of Chico’s, a women’s clothing
and accessories store, is looking to
fill the space with a restaurant, Ms.
Cronin said.

Another change in the downtown is
the addition of a parklet on Elm Street
in front of Sweet Waters and Theresa’s
restaurants. The mayor said it has
been “a terrific success.” He said the
space is open to anyone, not just
restaurant customers, noting people
drink their coffee or have a slice of
pizza there. He said the town might
look to expand to another one or two
next year.

“This is a trial to see how it goes,”
he said.

Butcher Burger at 39 Elm Street,
formerly the French Bistro, closed
last weekend. But on the positive
side, Limani Seafood Grill on North
Avenue has expanded into the former
space of The UPS Store, which has
moved to Lenox Avenue.

And with changes in Westfield’s
restaurant liquor rules, Ferraro’s Res-
taurant is making its third floor into a
catering space. Also, the town ordi-
nance change to allow the sale of
liquor to customers at a restaurant’s
bar enabled Addams Tavern to open
in Westfield, Mayor Skibitsky said.
Under the previous ordinance an es-
tablishment without a full liquor li-
cense, like Addams, was only allowed
to have a service bar.

One of the more interesting addi-
tions to the downtown is A&R Work-
shop at 226 North Avenue West, the
former space of Michael’s Jewelers.
The business, a franchise with loca-

tions in 15 states, is described as a
crafts workshop that offers classes
and also sells items. The business,
which opened May 18, hosts every-
one from kids for a week-long sum-
mer camp to adults.

“I’m so happy to be part of Westfield
Downtown because it’s just such a
supportive town,” said Joanna
Rapuzzi, owner of the Westfield store.
“I just can’t get over how much people
have been reaching out.”

“Consumers want to be engaged.
They want an experience,” the mayor
added. “Retailers have to offer more
and they’re doing that, and this is an
example of that.”

“This is an example of the type of
retail that is going to survive,” Ms.
Cronin said. “It has a service compo-
nent and it is unique. Mediocre retail
in the future will not survive.”

Adler’s Jewelers has moved next
door to a larger space at 217 North
Avenue. Its former home for 27 years
at 219 North is now likely to become
a restaurant, Ms. Cronin said.

Another change coming is that the
municipal parking lot across from the
Westfield Post Office on Central Av-
enue is to be expanded into the one-
way section of Lenox Avenue be-
tween Central and North Avenues.

“It will no longer be a cut through,”
Mr. Gildea said.

The project will be funded through
the town’s capital fund and a zero-
interest loan received from the state.
He expects the town to go out to bid
in the fall. Parking on Lenox on the
side of the Post Office will be changed
to angled spaces. Flashing crosswalk
signs also will be added on Central at
Lenox.

Paid parking also has been changed
to the hours of 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. from
the previous 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Addi-
tionally, the first two angled spaces
on Quimby at Central will be changed
to 15-minute express free parking all
day long, aimed at take-out custom-
ers on Quimby. All on-street meters
will be replaced by September, Mr.
Gildea said. More express spaces may
be added later.

Morgan Stanley closed its 8,000-
square-foot Central Avenue location,
which Ms. Cronin said can be used as
office space not solely for a financial
services business. Avalon Bay had
looked at the space before opting for
the Children’s Place store.

“I think Coldwater Creek has be-
come the symbol, if you will, of va-
cancy because people get a lot of
anxiety about this building,” Ms.
Cronin said, noting that the building
has been vacant for four years. “They
(new building owners) have a plan to
subdivide (into three stores.) But in
order to do that you have to make sure
you have the right tenant mix.”

Another location, 44 Elm Street,
“looks derelict and abandoned,” Ms.
Cronin said, but improvements are
coming. The former Town Bank, and
prior to that Rorden Reality, location
is considered “one of our crown prop-
erties,” she said.

The building, which was sold by
Town Bank of Westfield to Flat Iron
Reality LLC for $999,000 in June of
2015, has been approved for a roof-
top terrace by the town. The building
has apartments and 900 square feet of
retail on the first floor. Renovations
are expected to begin soon, she said.

“It will be the best retail location in
town,” she said. “But it requires a smaller
vendor that has unique products.”

Other highlights are Ono Bowls,
which opened in the former Spring
Cleaners location at 107 Quimby
Street in December. It specializes in
healthy raw juices, smoothies and
acai bowls. Also, Rooster Spin on
North Avenue has been so successful
that the business has expanded to a
second location in New Brunswick.

Little Nest Portraits, focusing on
young families, will be moving into
109 Quimby Street in the fall.

“We want people to come to
Westfield,” Mr. Jannotti said.

“We are kind of unique in this area,”
he added. “We’re just trying to make
it a better, nicer place to come, shop,
live, go to school.”

BOE Calls Hartz Project
A ‘Hardship’ for District

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation passed a resolution Monday
night that expresses “extreme con-
cern” with plans Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, Inc. has to rezone or rede-
velop a 30.5-acre commercial prop-
erty at 750 Walnut Avenue.

The resolution, passed at the board’s
regular monthly meeting, acknowl-
edges that Hartz Mountain is seeking
an amendment to the zoning ordi-
nance to allow for the development of
a four-story complex for more than
436 residents in phase 1 and a total of
905 residential units at the comple-
tion of the project. The property is
currently zoned for commercial use.

The resolution states that “such re-
zoning or redevelopment would ad-
versely impact the school district and
create a hardship in which the district
is not equipped to support.”

A copy of the resolution is being
forwarded to the Cranford zoning and
planning boards, the township com-
mittee and the Union County Plan-
ning Board.

Board of Education President Kurt
Petschow, Jr. commented that “mov-
ing forward we’ll have this on record
in many different ways.”

Scott Rubin, attending his first
board meeting as the new Cranford
superintendent, was welcomed by the
board and expressed to board mem-
bers his enthusiasm for his new role.

“It’s very exciting to be on this side
of the table,” he said.

Mr. Rubin further commented he
would “work with the board and the
community to provide outstanding
opportunities” and “this is the start of
a wonderful partnership.”

Mr. Rubin mentioned that he had
just attended an administrative re-
treat a couple of weeks ago and got to
see “firsthand” just what a talented
administrative team there is in Cran-
ford.

He reported on summer activity in
the district, commenting that it is a
busy time, “getting ready for the up-
coming school year, maintaining and
updating facilities, doing curricula,
hiring staff.”

An update was given by the super-
intendent on the status of the search
for a new assistant principal for Hill-
side Avenue School. There were 319
applicants for the position.

“Selected candidates are going to
go through a series of interviews,”
according to Superintendent Rubin.
Current Hillside Principal Curt Fogas
and the hiring committee will recom-
mend a finalist to meet with the super-
intendent “in the next couple of
weeks,” Mr. Rubin added.

The plan is to have the new assis-
tant principal for Hillside Avenue
School approved at the board’s Mon-
day, August 28 meeting.

Summer School currently is run-

ning at Cranford High School as well
as the Extended School Year at Hill-
side Avenue and Walnut Avenue
Schools.

In other board business, Business
Administrator and Board Secretary
Robert J. Carfagno told the board that
with the passing of the state budget
aid has been changed for various dis-
tricts and Cranford has been given an
increase in aid of $70,000.

“It’s great that we received the extra
money” but “it’s not like we can add
something to the budget that is on our
wish list,” Mr. Carfagno told the board.

Mr. Carfagno further commented
that there are out-of-district place-
ments that were not factored into the
budget and suggested the money
would likely go towards those place-
ments.

“We have to fine-tune the final num-
bers with the out-of-placement list,”
Mr. Carfagno told the board, and that
something will be sent out to the
board’s finance committee.

have children who may be in college
or starting off in life. The proposed
multi-family structures will have more
visitors and dwellers than developer’s
testimony imagines. One could ex-
pect from experience,” responded Mr.
Petry.

Adolescent Alexandra Broncato
said, “I live across the street. Traffic
across the street is very dangerous. I
don’t want the roads my friends and
me play on becoming worse.”

Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission member Kelly Kessler
spoke on the significance of the
Pierson house.

“The proposed development loca-
tion has not been designated a historic
landmark with official protection.
However, the current home is over
250 years old. It is known as the Daniel
Pierson house and was significant dur-
ing the Revolutionary War,” Ms.
Kessler said. “Daniel Pierson was one
of the founders of Westfield and has
the 1755 Dutch colonial style (home).”

Neighbor Susan Duncan asked the
board not to approve the application.

“Eleven variances are needed for
approval for this to happen. That is a
warning sign. Young children wait
for school buses; more traffic means
more danger. Neighbors get denied

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pierson
variances to enhance small things on
their homes. Yet, these developers
who seek profit may get approved for
a massive, 11,000-square-foot struc-
ture,” Ms. Duncan said.

Westfield realtor Judy Paris said
the proposed development will at-
tract residents with cars.

“It is not in walking distance from
downtown like so many other proper-
ties or condominiums I have sold to
retirees. It does not fit the style or
neighborhood these homes are nor-
mally sold in. The development will
have to compete with other towns
who are offering affordable housing
for the same age group,” she said.

Carol Road resident Eric Short
commented that, “All the developer
is concerned with is profit, not the
neighborhood, and he is trying to
maximize everything they put on it.”

Resident Michael Calvin said the
amount of traffic turning around or
redirecting from East Broad Street
“is immense.”

“Proposing a development with a
K-turn lot will increase traffic on my
street. It will send more traffic down
Davis,” he said.

A board vote is expected to be
rendered at the September board of
adjustment meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood
the street from the post office exclu-
sively for business owners and their
employees? Would a turnover of ve-
hicles help your business?”

Councilwoman Sara Todisco was not
in attendance. However, she penned a
note asking Mayor Charles Lombardo
and the council to support a resolution
pledging Garwood’s support for the
Gateway Program, a project to be
funded mostly with federal dollars, with
New Jersey also providing funding.

The Gateway Program would pro-
vide funding for new Hudson River
tunnels, the Portal Bridge and recon-
struction of New York City’s Pennsyl-
vania Station.

“Pennsylvania Station has been es-
sential to Cranford’s success as a transit
or popular commuter stop. The Gate-
way Program will bolster business and
make travel to urban destinations or
throughout the state easier for resi-
dents. The program would create more
transit stops in Garwood. The program
is important and I urge my fellow coun-
cilmen to tell our state legislators it is
important by pledging unanimous sup-
port,” Councilwoman Todisco said.

“We want to create an environment
that promotes business and is condu-
cive to a healthy downtown interaction
for visitors and residents,” Councilman
Sarno said.

In the streets and roads report, Coun-
cilwoman Jen Blumenstock said the
Department of Public Works has

cleaned up the Center Street underpass,
along the sidewalks in front of Borough
Hall, and the mulch beds at the sports
and recreation complex.

Mayor Lombardo said Clark Mayor
Sal Bonaccorso and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr will host a meeting of all
Union County mayors and administra-
tors on Tuesday, August 15, at 8 a.m.

“The purpose of this meeting is to
discuss COAH (Council on Afford-
able Housing) plans many of us are in
the midst of implementing, as well as
the expiration of the 2-percent arbitra-
tion cap (police and fire contracts) set
to expire at the end of this year, in
addition to other issues that are perti-
nent to our communities,” Mayor
Lombardo said.

“It will make the process more trans-
parent and predictable,” he said. It also
spells out that developments with five or
more units would contain inclusionary
affordable housing spread amongst the
development, “rather than all the afford-
able housing together,” Mr. Cooper said.

The ordinance language has been used
in other municipalities, he said.

“I know for a fact this has been court-
approved...This language has been scru-
tinized and approved by courts and spe-
cial masters dealing in Mount Laurel
affordable housing,” Mr. Cooper said.

Jackie Baranoff, co-president of
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim, located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford, had
sent a letter to the board requesting that
the planning board hearing for Hartz
Mountain Industries’ bid to rezone 750
Walnut Avenue, which had been sched-
uled for Wednesday, September 20, be
rescheduled because that date is the first
night of Rosh Hashanah. The board
voted to reschedule the hearing for
Wednesday, September 6.

“There may be a venue change be-
cause our chambers here may be under
construction at that time,” Board Attor-
ney Mark Rothman said. The board
discussed holding the hearing at either
Cranford High School or Union County
College.

Bob Lee, a resident of Cranford, spoke
about the 905 apartments proposed for
the commercial property owned by Hartz
Mountain Industries LLC at 750 Walnut
Avenue. Mr. Lee called it “a high-den-
sity” development and asked if the board
would lessen the density.

Mr. Rothman said the board is prohib-
ited from addressing questions on a pend-
ing application without the applicant
being present.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Birchwood

Correction
An article regarding the proposed

Hartz Mountain Industries proposal
for a 905-unit development at 750
Walnut Avenue on the Cranford/Clark
border incorrectly attributed a quote
to planner Keenan Hughes as saying
he considers Clark Commons on
Raritan Road and Walnut Avenue a
town center. It should have read that
The Westfield Leader asked why Clark
Commons was not considered as a
place where employees could walk to
since Clark considers it a town center.
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Downtown Slated For Housing
As Revitalization Plans Advance

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly 100
downtown business and property own-
ers and residents attended a 90-minute
presentation last week by the down-
town redevelopment committee that
focused on how affordable-housing
obligations will mesh with downtown
redevelopment and what a revived
business district might look like in the
next five to 10 years.

Mayor Alexander Smith, who is the
committee’s chairman, led off the July
19 session at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School by speaking about what
is expected to result from the soon-to-
be-settled litigation pertaining to the

township’s affordable-housing obliga-
tions. He explained that for about 15
years, towns were not provided by
state officials with guidelines on how
many affordable-housing units they
should be building. Two years ago, the
state Supreme Court ordered munici-
palities to settle their housing obliga-
tions in court, a process that Scotch
Plains is near to completing.

The mayor said that, typically, af-
fordable housing comprises 15 to 20
percent of a housing development,
and said that the township has an unmet
need for about 450 affordable-hous-
ing units that currently do not exist and
need to be built. He said a significant
number of new housing — affordable

and otherwise — is expected to be
located in the business district and be
occupied by a mix of senior citizens
who are downsizing, low- and moder-
ate-income families, young people just
starting out in the adult world and
people with special needs.

He said that, ultimately, 1,500 apart-
ment units in total could be built in the
downtown area. It is envisioned that
any sizable housing developments will
include commercial establishments on
the ground floors, with residential units
on the upper floors. “I want Scotch
Plains to be the Hoboken of Union
County,” the mayor proclaimed.

In May, when the township council
approved a resolution authorizing the
planning board to undertake a prelimi-
nary investigation into the first phase
of redevelopment of the downtown
business district, it included language
allowing the municipal government to
use eminent domain, if necessary, to
move the redevelopment process for-
ward. Last week, Mayor Smith reiter-
ated that he is “not a fan” of using
eminent domain. But he said that once
the affordable-housing issues are fi-
nalized, if a successful downtown re-
development plan ends up being con-
tingent on one or two property owners
who are refusing to take part by having
their properties earmarked for hous-
ing, then eminent domain might have
to be considered.

Professional planner Victor Vinegra
told the attendees last week that “ample
property” in the downtown “gives us
flexibility” in deciding how and where
to proceed. He mentioned several of
the municipal parking lots as well as
the grassy property adjacent to the

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FUTURE OF SCOTCH PLAINS...Residents, business and property owners meet with members of the downtown
redevelopment committee last week at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School to discuss downtown development efforts.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A STAR  IS BORN...Students from the S.T.A.R.S. theater group perform Lion King KIDS on Sunday at the Alan Augustine
Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LION KING KIDS...Students from the S.T.A.R.S. theater group perform Lion
King KIDS on Sunday at the Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Shady Rest Interior Work
Eyed For Completion By Fall

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Interior
renovations to the Shady Rest club-
house at Scotch Hills Country Club
are expected to be completed this
fall, according to the architect who
has been overseeing the restoration
of the historic building.

Barton Ross told the township coun-
cil at its meeting on Tuesday that
work began this week and started off
with what he called “selective demo-
lition” of certain parts of the facility,
which was originally a pre-Revolu-
tionary War farmhouse that eventu-
ally became the home of the country’s
first African-American-owned golf
course and a spot where noted Afri-
can-American artists of the day —
including Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie
and Duke Ellington — performed.
He said the initial demolition had
exposed old walls, finishings and
wallpaper from eras past, some of
which will be preserved, if possible.

Mr. Ross reviewed planned reno-
vations to the building’s floors, light-
ing, plumbing and ceilings as well as
upgrades to the restrooms. He said
the flooring in the large ballroom
located on the building’s east side
had been removed, exposing the origi-
nal wood floor, “that all those famous
people walked on,” referring to the
performers from yesteryear.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a proposal from the Darby
Road pub to essentially rent the town-
ship-owned hedge property located
adjacent to the restaurant for use as an

New Retail Trends Causing
Changes In Downtown WF

outdoor dining and beer garden facil-
ity on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
evenings in August. Darby Road gen-
eral manager Joseph Mortarulo told
the council he anticipates food and
beverages, namely beer and wine,
being offered to patrons and said there
will be no live entertainment. Hours
will be 4 to 10 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday and 4 to 8 p.m. on Sunday.

John Lestarchick was formally
sworn in as the new fire chief on
Tuesday. He succeeds Jonathan Ellis,
who retired at the end of June after 30
years. Rutland Paal was sworn in as
deputy chief and Joseph Rodriguez
was named battalion chief for the
northside fire house. In a related move,
the council also awarded a contract
not to exceed $17,400 for the pur-
chase of a washer and dryer for the
fire department. Until now, fire per-
sonnel had to launder their turnout
gear using neighboring towns’ facili-
ties.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance that will be voted on next
month to designate Senger Place —
the street that runs between the rear of
the municipal building and the fire
house — as a non-through street.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — As Amazon and
other online/electronic shopping ven-
ues take over the way Americans shop,
downtowns like Westfield have to rein-
vent the type of businesses they want to
attract.

“There’s new trends in retail and we
have to adapt to what’s going on nation-
ally,” explains Gene Jannotti, execu-
tive director of the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce. He said
the goal is to continue to make the town
attractive so people continue to come to
Westfield. He said the town can accom-
plish that “by keeping up with the latest
opportunities.”

To see the changes coming to town,
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times was
given a two-hour tour on Friday with
Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corp. Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky and Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea also took part.

One of the largest vacant spaces cur-
rently is 125 Elm Street, the former
home of Smith & Hawken, a gardening
store, and later a mattress store, The
Westfield Sleep Center. It will now be
the location of Nails, Spa and Beyond.

“Traditional retail is going away,”
Mr. Gildea said. “Service businesses is
what has to take its space.”

Another big space is 151 East Broad,
most recently the home of City Sports,
an 8,000-square-foot store.

“There’s no large retailers looking
for that kind of space now. Not even
subdividing is being considered,” Ms.
Cronin said.

Westfield’s City Sports was among
eight of the regional chain’s 26 stores
the company closed when it filed for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.

The old Pinera Bread on East Broad
has been rented to Boxwood Coffee, a
small coffee house out of Summit.
Westfield will be its second location.
The space is around 3,700 square feet,
Ms. Cronin said. Pinera closed in De-
cember after 17 years in Westfield.

Midtown Authentic has opened at
129 East Broad. The business “buys
your ex-boyfriend’s gifts.” Located out
of Hoboken, the store’s Facebook page
describes it as New Jersey’s “only luxury
couture resale store that pays you on the
spot for your unwanted bags, shoes,
accessories and designer jewelry.”

The former longtime space of The
Leader Store, 109 East Broad Street,
can easily be subdivided as it is a large,
4,500-square-foot vacant space. An
artist and former teacher, Ricardo Roig,
currently is displaying his artwork in
the windows.

Hand Picked, an urban wear store,
has opened at 107 Prospect Street across
from Bovella’s Chocolates. “It’s really
popular among the young teens. There’s
often crowds of young boys that hang
out around that store,” Ms. Cronin noted.

A long-time business, Maria Can-
dida Hair Forum at 105 Prospect Street,
is now Leo Charles Salon. “He is in the
process of re-branding and putting up a
permanent sign,” she said. Also re-
branded is the former Westfield Run-
ning Company on Quimby Street, which
is now a JackRabbit store.

BOE Calls Hartz Project
A ‘Hardship’ for District

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation passed a resolution Monday
night that expresses “extreme con-
cern” with plans Hartz Mountain In-
dustries, Inc. has to rezone or rede-
velop a 30.5-acre commercial prop-
erty at 750 Walnut Avenue.

The resolution, passed at the board’s
regular monthly meeting, acknowl-
edges that Hartz Mountain is seeking
an amendment to the zoning ordi-
nance to allow for the development of
a four-story complex for more than

436 residents in phase 1 and a total of
905 residential units at the comple-
tion of the project. The property is
currently zoned for commercial use.

The resolution states that “such
rezoning or redevelopment would
adversely impact the school district
and create a hardship in which the
district is not equipped to support.”

A copy of the resolution is being
forwarded to the Cranford zoning and
planning boards, the township com-
mittee and the Union County Plan-
ning Board.

Board of Education President Kurt
Petschow, Jr. commented that “mov-
ing forward we’ll have this on record
in many different ways.”

Scott Rubin, attending his first
board meeting as the new Cranford
superintendent, was welcomed by the
board and expressed to board mem-
bers his enthusiasm for his new role.

“It’s very exciting to be on this side
of the table,” he said.

Mr. Rubin further commented he
would “work with the board and the
community to provide outstanding
opportunities” and “this is the start of
a wonderful partnership.”

Mr. Rubin mentioned that he had
just attended an administrative re-
treat a couple of weeks ago and got to
see “firsthand” just what a talented
administrative team there is in Cran-
ford.

He reported on summer activity in
the district, commenting that it is a
busy time, “getting ready for the up-
coming school year, maintaining and
updating facilities, doing curricula,
hiring staff.”

An update was given by the super-
intendent on the status of the search
for a new assistant principal for Hill-
side Avenue School. There were 319
applicants for the position.

“Selected candidates are going to
go through a series of interviews,”
according to Superintendent Rubin.
Current Hillside Principal Curt Fogas
and the hiring committee will recom-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHANGE IS COMING...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith speaks to resi-
dents, business and property owners and members of the downtown redevelop-
ment committee last week at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School at a session to
discuss downtown development efforts.

LEADER IN SENECA FALLS...Sharon Stockwell of Westfield holds up her
Westfield Leader while taking a tour this past weekend of Seneca Falls, N.Y., home
of the suffragette movement. Bea Stockwell, Farmington, Conn., Sharon and
Caroline Stockwell of Westfield, N.J., visited the area while on their way to drop
off Caroline at the University of Rochester for a one-week class. They also went
to Rochester, N.Y., and saw the Susan B. Anthony house.

Westfielders Oppose Devel.
Of Circa-1755 Pierson House

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Revitalization
library as potential sites for housing
developments, with parking decks in-
cluded to account for the parking spaces
lost from developing those existing
lots. Other municipal properties such
as the firehouse, the library and the
municipal building also were men-
tioned as potential sites for develop-
ment, with the personnel and func-
tions now in those facilities being relo-
cated.

Mr. Vinegra emphasized the impor-
tance of “keeping the history of Scotch
Plains” that now exists in the down-
town, such as the Osborn Cannonball
House and Hamilton House on Front
Street. And he said keeping open space
also was vital. He broached the idea of
having restaurants located on some of
the side streets — such as the first
block of Bartle Avenue and Senger
Place; in the evening, Mr. Vinegra
said, those streets could be closed to
traffic so that people could dine out-
side on what would be night-time pe-
destrian plazas.

Mayor Smith said “jump-starting”
redevelopment via the sale and devel-
opment of some municipal properties
might be the way to proceed. Hope-
fully, he said, developers and inves-
tors will look at those initial efforts and
decide to get involved in developing
privately-owned properties as well.

The redevelopment committee is
first focusing on the Park Avenue cor-

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment did not make a final deci-
sion on a proposal to build a multiple-
residential development on the cur-
rent site of the home known as the
Daniel Pierson house, located at 1481
East Broad Street.

Country Classics is seeking pre-
liminary and final major site plan
approval with use and bulk variances
to demolish the single-family resi-
dence there and construct a total of
six, age-restricted residential units,
located in two separate buildings on
the property, each containing three
residential units.

The board previously acknowledged
a request made by John Schmidt, Jr.,
the attorney for applicant Country Clas-
sics at Montgomery, LLC, to have a
seven-member board present. The
applicant would need five out of seven
board members to vote for approval.
However, testimony from the appli-
cant and those opposed to the devel-
opment was heard.

Neighbors of the development,
Michael Pressman and Floren
Robinson, are opposing the develop-
ment. The new structure, if erected,
will provide housing for residents
age 55 and older.

Testimony and public commentary
focused on the development’s poten-
tial impact on traffic volume, the
development’s proposed height, de-
struction of the historic Pierson resi-
dence, and the development being
consistent with the neighborhood’s
single-family zoning.

More than a dozen Westfield resi-
dents from Davis Court, Carol Road
and surrounding streets near the pro-
posed development spoke during the
public commentary portion of the meet-
ing against approving the application.
Others remained in attendance as the
meeting hit the evening’s time limit.

Mr. Pressman and Ms. Robinson’s
attorney, Richard Schkolnick, called
upon expert witness J. Michael Petry of
Petry Engineering.

“I visited the neighborhood. Seeking
relief there should be a beneficial rea-
son for the development. When look-
ing at the variance amount requested
and the possible impact on an already
traffic-ridden neighborhood, the project
raises questions,” Mr. Petry said.

“I do not believe this project adheres
to the necessities or goals described in
the (Westfield) master plan. The pure
density, height of the proposed build-
ings and the buildings’ lengths, sepa-
rate these structures from the single-
family residences surrounding the cur-
rent structure,” Mr. Petry said.

Mr. Schmidt countered Mr. Petry’s
statement. “The development fulfills
a need for housing in Westfield for
residents 55 and older. Thirty-five

percent of Westfield residents are 55
and older. The development adheres
to the master plan. The height in-
crease discussed is only three feet
higher than surrounding homes,” Mr.
Schmidt said.

“Fifty-five-year-old individuals
have children who may be in college
or starting off in life. The proposed
multi-family structures will have more
visitors and dwellers than developer’s
testimony imagines. One could ex-
pect from experience,” responded Mr.
Petry.

Adolescent Alexandra Broncato
said, “I live across the street. Traffic
across the street is very dangerous. I
don’t want the roads my friends and
me play on becoming worse.”

Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission member Kelly Kessler
spoke on the significance of the
Pierson house.

“The proposed development loca-
tion has not been designated a historic
landmark with official protection.
However, the current home is over
250 years old. It is known as the Daniel
Pierson house and was significant dur-
ing the Revolutionary War,” Ms.
Kessler said. “Daniel Pierson was one
of the founders of Westfield and has
the 1755 Dutch colonial style (home).”

Neighbor Susan Duncan asked the
board not to approve the application.

“Eleven variances are needed for
approval for this to happen. That is a
warning sign. Young children wait
for school buses; more traffic means
more danger. Neighbors get denied
variances to enhance small things on
their homes. Yet, these developers
who seek profit may get approved for
a massive, 11,000-square-foot struc-
ture,” Ms. Duncan said.

Westfield realtor Judy Paris said
the proposed development will at-
tract residents with cars.

“It is not in walking distance from
downtown like so many other proper-
ties or condominiums I have sold to
retirees. It does not fit the style or
neighborhood these homes are nor-
mally sold in. The development will
have to compete with other towns
who are offering affordable housing
for the same age group,” she said.

Carol Road resident Eric Short
commented that, “All the developer
is concerned with is profit, not the
neighborhood, and he is trying to
maximize everything they put on it.”

Resident Michael Calvin said the
amount of traffic turning around or
redirecting from East Broad Street
“is immense.”

“Proposing a development with a
K-turn lot will increase traffic on my
street. It will send more traffic down
Davis,” he said.

A board vote is expected to be
rendered at the September board of
adjustment meeting.

ridor between East Second Street and
Westfield Avenue to Grand Street be-
fore moving on in future years to the
other six areas that include the Terrill
Road corridor, the East Second Street
corridor, Park Avenue between Route
22 and Front Street near the Stage
House restaurant and Park Avenue
between Portland Avenue to Westfield
Avenue.

The mixed-use building under con-
struction on the former Jolly Trolley
site on North Avenue will have 20
apartments on the top two floors and
1,200 square feet of office or retail
space on the ground floor. Underground
parking is behind the retail space.

Avalon Bay, a large developer, is
relocating its New Jersey headquarters
to the space formerly occupied by the
Children’s Place store at East Broad
and Elm Streets. The business will have
25 to 30 employees plus visitors.

The mayor said Westfield needs to
have more service-oriented businesses
and to be more flexible in the down-
town given the change in retail type
businesses.

The owner of 76 Elm Street, former
home of Chico’s, a women’s clothing
and accessories store, is looking to fill
the space with a restaurant, Ms. Cronin
said.

Another change in the downtown is
the addition of a parklet on Elm Street
in front of Sweet Waters and Theresa’s
restaurants. The mayor said it has been
“a terrific success.” He said the space is
open to anyone, not just restaurant cus-
tomers, noting people drink their coffee
or have a slice of pizza there. He said
the town might look to expand to an-
other one or two next year.

“This is a trial to see how it goes,” he
said.

Butcher Burger at 39 Elm Street,
formerly the French Bistro, closed last
weekend. But on the positive side,
Limani Seafood Grill on North Avenue
has expanded into the former space of
The UPS Store, which has moved to
Lenox Avenue.

And with changes in Westfield’s res-
taurant liquor rules, Ferraro’s Restau-
rant is making its third floor into a
catering space. Also, the town ordi-
nance change to allow the sale of liquor
to customers at a restaurant’s bar en-
abled Addams Tavern to open in
Westfield, Mayor Skibitsky said. Un-
der the previous ordinance an estab-
lishment without a full liquor license,
like Addams, was only allowed to have
a service bar.

One of the more interesting additions
to the downtown is A&R Workshop at
226 North Avenue West, the former
space of Michael’s Jewelers. The busi-
ness, a franchise with locations in 15
states, is described as a crafts workshop
that offers classes and also sells items.
The business, which opened May 18,
hosts everyone from kids for a week-
long summer camp to adults.

“I’m so happy to be part of Westfield
Downtown because it’s just such a sup-
portive town,” said Joanna Rapuzzi,
owner of the Westfield store. “I just
can’t get over how much people have
been reaching out.”

“Consumers want to be engaged.
They want an experience,” the mayor
added. “Retailers have to offer more
and they’re doing that, and this is an
example of that.”

“This is an example of the type of
retail that is going to survive,” Ms.
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Shady Rest
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Hartz Proj.
mend a finalist to meet with the su-
perintendent “in the next couple of
weeks,” Mr. Rubin added.

The plan is to have the new assis-
tant principal for Hillside Avenue
School approved at the board’s Mon-
day, August 28 meeting.

Summer School currently is run-
ning at Cranford High School as
well as the Extended School Year at
Hillside Avenue and Walnut Avenue
Schools.

In other board business, Business
Administrator and Board Secretary
Robert J. Carfagno told the board
that with the passing of the state
budget aid has been changed for
various districts and Cranford has
been given an increase in aid of
$70,000.

“It’s great that we received the
extra money” but “it’s not like we
can add something to the budget that
is on our wish list,” Mr. Carfagno
told the board.

Mr. Carfagno further commented
that there are out-of-district place-
ments that were not factored into the
budget and suggested the money
would likely go towards those place-
ments.

“We have to fine-tune the final
numbers with the out-of-placement
list,” Mr. Carfagno told the board,
and that something will be sent out to
the board’s finance committee.

Township Manager Al Mirabella said
the police department is carving out
12 new parking spaces on Senger Place
for police vehicle use. The fire depart-
ment will still be able to use the street,
but Mr. Mirabella said that day-to-day
traffic will be discouraged from using
the street, which runs between Front
Street and East Second Street.

Mr. Mirabella also said the police
department’s parking enforcement
efforts in downtown parking lots is
underway. Presently, warnings are
being issued to drivers of cars left in
those lots for extended times, with the
plan being to ease gradually into more
stringent enforcement of time limita-
tion regulations. The township is seek-
ing to stop commuters from parking
their vehicles in free township lots all
day and, instead, free up parking space
for businesses and their customers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Retail Changes
Cronin said. “It has a service compo-
nent and it is unique. Mediocre retail in
the future will not survive.”

Adler’s Jewelers has moved next
door to a larger space at 217 North
Avenue. Its former home for 27 years at
219 North is now likely to become a
restaurant, Ms. Cronin said.

Another change coming is that the
municipal parking lot across from the
Westfield Post Office on Central Av-
enue is to be expanded into the one-way
section of Lenox Avenue between Cen-
tral and North Avenues.

“It will no longer be a cut through,”
Mr. Gildea said.

The project will be funded through
the town’s capital fund and a zero-
interest loan received from the state. He
expects the town to go out to bid in the
fall. Parking on Lenox on the side of the
Post Office will be changed to angled
spaces. Flashing crosswalk signs also
will be added on Central at Lenox.

Paid parking also has been changed
to the hours of 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. from the
previous 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Additionally,
the first two angled spaces on Quimby
at Central will be changed to 15-minute
express free parking all day long, aimed
at take-out customers on Quimby. All
on-street meters will be replaced by
September, Mr. Gildea said. More ex-
press spaces may be added later.

Morgan Stanley closed its 8,000-
square-foot Central Avenue location,
which Ms. Cronin said can be used as
office space not solely for a financial
services business. Avalon Bay had
looked at the space before opting for
the Children’s Place store.

“I think Coldwater Creek has be-
come the symbol, if you will, of va-
cancy because people get a lot of anxi-
ety about this building,” Ms. Cronin
said, noting that the building has been
vacant for four years. “They (new build-
ing owners) have a plan to subdivide
(into three stores.) But in order to do
that you have to make sure you have the
right tenant mix.”

Another location, 44 Elm Street,
“looks derelict and abandoned,” Ms.
Cronin said, but improvements are com-
ing. The former Town Bank, and prior
to that Rorden Reality, location is con-
sidered “one of our crown properties,”
she said.

The building, which was sold by
Town Bank of Westfield to Flat Iron
Reality LLC for $999,000 in June of
2015, has been approved for a rooftop
terrace by the town. The building has
apartments and 900 square feet of retail
on the first floor. Renovations are ex-
pected to begin soon, she said.

“It will be the best retail location in
town,” she said. “But it requires a smaller
vendor that has unique products.”

Other highlights are Ono Bowls,
which opened in the former Spring
Cleaners location at 107 Quimby Street
in December. It specializes in healthy
raw juices, smoothies and acai bowls.
Also, Rooster Spin on North Avenue
has been so successful that the business
has expanded to a second location in
New Brunswick.

Little Nest Portraits, focusing on
young families, will be moving into
109 Quimby Street in the fall.

“We want people to come to
Westfield,” Mr. Jannotti said.

“We are kind of unique in this area,”
he added. “We’re just trying to make it
a better, nicer place to come, shop, live,
go to school.”

Correction
An article regarding the proposed

Hartz Mountain Industries proposal for
a 905-unit development at 750 Walnut
Avenue on the Cranford/Clark border
incorrectly attributed a quote to planner
Keenan Hughes as saying he considers
Clark Commons on Raritan Road and
Walnut Avenue a town center. It should
have read that The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times asked why Clark Com-
mons was not considered as a place
where employees could walk to since
Clark considers it a town center.



Page 2  Thursday, July 27, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Freeholders OK Funding
For Several Projects

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY —  The Union County
Freeholder Board approved several
resolutions last Thursday, including
accepting $2 million from Union
County College (UCC) to fund a
multi-use turf athletic field at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark, to award a
$355,902 contract for a historic win-
dow replacement at St. John’s Par-
sonage and to award $2.2 million to
reconstruct the Netherwood Bridge
in Plainfield.

As previously reported, the $9.8-
million Oak Ridge field will include a
soccer/lacrosse field, a track and field
facility, a field house including locker
rooms and additional parking. In ad-
dition to UCC funding, the project
will be funded with Union County
bonds and New Jersey Green Acres
funds. UCC will be the primary but
not exclusive user of the field for its
sports teams.

The board also awarded a
$2,184,427 contract to Rencor, Inc.
of Somerville for the reconstruction
of Netherwood Avenue Bridge, which
connects North Plainfield and
Plainfield over the Green Brook. Ac-
cording to a county press release,
more than 1,400 cars and trucks cross
the bridge daily. The bridge was con-
structed in 1928.

“This is an important roadway that
feeds traffic off Mountain Avenue
from Route 22 and leads into the
Netherwood Train Station,” said
Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen.
“The bridge was declared structur-
ally deficient, and the project will
consist of demolition of the current

structure and the construction of a
new bridge.”

The New Jersey Department of
Transportation is providing $1 mil-
lion in funding for the project. Con-
struction is anticipated to begin in
September, and expected to finish by
late summer of 2018.

St. John’s Parsonage is an historic
church parsonage located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth. It was built in
1696 and added to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in 1982. It is
home to the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs. Netta
Architects of Springfield is the archi-
tect on the project.

The freeholders also approved a
$1.1 million contract to Grove Con-
tracting, LLC of Verona for alter-
ations to the Union County Fire Train-
ing Academy in Linden. “This is just
for the repair of over 30 years of use
of that building,” said Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran.

Also approved was an ordinance to
provide salary increases to County
Counsel Robert Barry, from $165,075
to $168,376, and Director of Eco-
nomic Development/Deputy County
Manager Amy Wagner, from
$122,748 to $142,748.

It also was announced that Frank
Guzzo, director of human services,
the longest-serving county department
head, will retire at the end of August.

The board approved a $146,968
grant for children’s programming and
materials to the 20 public libraries in
the county. When questioned by Bruce
Paterson of Garwood as to why the
board was giving the money, Free-
holder Chairman Bergen responded,
“Because they need it and they do
wonderful work and that’s why we
are giving them the money.” Funding
will be through the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund.

At the start of the meeting, Sher-
iff Joseph Cryan was presented with
a plaque from the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police
(NJSACOP) in recognition of the
county sheriff’s office having re-
ceived NJSACOP accreditation.

Harry J. Delgado, NJSACOP ac-
creditation program manager, said
only 109 of the 500 law enforcement
agencies eligible for accreditation
have received the designation. An
agency may apply for re-accredita-
tion three years later. Mr. Delgado
said only 8 percent of the total law
enforcement agencies receive re-ac-
creditation at least once. Union
County has been reaccredited a sec-
ond time, putting it in the category of
just 1 percent of eligible NJSACOP
accredited police agencies. He said
the sheriff’s office gained NJSACOP
accreditation in 2011, 2014 and 2017.

The board will meet on Thursday,
August 10, for an agenda meeting and
on Thursday, August 24, for a regular
meeting

Freeholders OK Funds for
Prisoner Re-Entry Program

BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION...The Union County Freeholders have awarded
a $2,184,427 contract to Rencor, Inc. of Somerville for the reconstruction of
Netherwood Avenue Bridge, which connects North Plainfield and Plainfield over
the Green Brook. The bridge, which was constructed in 1928, carries 1,400 cars
and trucks daily.

News From Trenton...
Assemblywoman Annette Quijano

(D-20th, Union) issued the following
statement on Friday in response to
Governor Chris Christie’s veto of her
“Airbnb” bill, A-4587, which would
have imposed the same taxes and fees
that hotels and motels must pay to the
state on residences used as temporary
lodging.

“This bill was about tax fairness
and leveling the playing field among
hospitality providers in the state.
Hotels and motels must pay taxes on
the rooms they occupy. Rooms booked
through Airbnb are exempt. This gives
Airbnb an unfair advantage over the
competition, and denies municipali-
ties important tax revenue.

“The popularity of online market-
places like Airbnb is only rising, which
means more strain will be put on
municipal resources with no addi-
tional support. That’s not fair to our
municipalities, which don’t have the
luxury of denying services to visitors
and tourists.

“I read the governor’s veto. This is
not about the merits of the bill. This is
about the governor padding his Re-
publican credentials, and rehashing
his ‘no new taxes’ mantra regardless
of the impact.”

* * * * *
Legislation sponsored by Senate

President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) and Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) that would strengthen New
Jersey’s child pornography laws and
establish additional penalties for vio-
lators has been signed into law by the
Governor.

“The distribution and possession
of child porn in any form is a despi-
cable crime that exploits and preys
upon the innocence of children,”
Senator Sweeney said. “We need to
make sure our laws keep up with the
pace of how child pornography is
evolving with tougher and more ef-
fective laws and penalties. This law
sends out a clear message that, in
New Jersey, we will not stand for this
sort of child abuse.”

The new law, S-3219, expands the
definition of child pornography to
include the portrayal of a child in a
sexual manner.

“If someone in New Jersey has
engaged in the large-scale collection
or distribution of pictures of children
in sexually suggestive poses, they pose
a serious threat to our children and
our community,” Senator Kean said.
“The Attorney General has high-
lighted the need to better address this
growing problem, including the es-
tablishment of new child pornogra-
phy crimes, tougher punishments, and
better monitoring of offenders.
There’s a bipartisan consensus that
these protections are overdue.”

Under the law, the possession and
distribution of “child erotica” is a
crime subject to fines, imprisonment
or both.

* * * * *
Legislation aimed at improving the

delivery of emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS) in New Jersey by estab-
lishing certain data reporting require-
ments for EMS providers and dis-
patch centers has been signed into
law.

Under the law, S-5/A-4925, basic
life support ambulance services, mo-

bile intensive care units, air medical
services, and volunteer and non-vol-
unteer first aid, rescue, and ambu-
lance squads would be required to
report certain data to the state Depart-
ment of Health (DOH), which will
create a system to evaluate the data to
help improve outcomes.

Specifically, each EMS provider
that provides pre-hospital emergency
medical care to patients in New Jer-
sey will be required to report certain
information about each incident to
DOH. This information is to be re-
ported in the most current format
used by the National Emergency
Medical Services Information Sys-
tem (NEMSIS).

Additionally, the law requires
DOH to establish the New Jersey
Emergency Medical Services Task
Force to support and enhance the
provision of specialized response
services.

* * * * *
The AARP applauded Governor

Christie for enacting into law S-291/
A-1464, bi-partisan legislation au-
thorizing health care providers in New
Jersey to deliver health care services
through the use of telehealth and
telemedicine.

“The new law will go a long way
towards ensuring that the practice of
telemedicine, which is transforming
healthcare across the nation, will be
implemented in New Jersey in ways
that help to improve the health care
experiences of patients, and their fam-
ily caregivers. As we have seen in
other states, telehealth technologies
are important tools in supporting
people’s desire to live independently
in their homes and communities as
they age,” according to an AARP
New Jersey press release. “This new
law moves the state in the right direc-
tion and allows telehealth and
telemedicine to become an accessible,
affordable option for millions of New
Jersey residents.”

* * * *
Legislation to rescind a state law

that jeopardized the careers of pro-
fessionals who have overwhelming
student debt was signed by the gover-
nor on Friday.

The new law, A-2926, repeals
sections of state law that allowed
for the suspension of licenses is-
sued by the Division of Consumer
Affairs if a person failed to repay
his or her student loans. The new
law also repeals a similar provi-
sion that allowed the Supreme
Court of New Jersey to suspend
attorneys’ licenses for failure to
repay student loans.

The Division of Consumer Affairs
in the New Jersey Department of Law
and Public Safety regulates various
professions and occupations in an
effort to protect the public. Such pro-
fessions and occupations include, but
are not limited to: architecture, cos-
metology, dentistry, medicine, nurs-
ing, pharmacy, social work and vet-
erinary medicine.

The measure gained unanimous
approval from both houses of the
Legislature before being signed into
law by the governor.

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is pro-
viding funds to continue the
Reconnections Program, a prisoner
re-entry initiative that helps formerly
incarcerated individuals adjust back
to life in the community. The program
is administered by the Urban League
of Union County with funding from
the Freeholder Board and the United
Way of Greater Union County.

“The whole community is strength-
ened when people who have paid
their debt to society can access re-
sources that help them regain their
footing and avoid a cycle of repeated
confinement,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Bruce H. Bergen.
“Reconnections is a valuable pro-
gram and the Freeholder Board is
proud to continue supporting it.”

Developed through a partnership
between the Urban League of Union
County, United Way of Greater Union
County and the Union County De-
partment of Human Services,
Reconnections offers services in the
areas of employment, education, so-
cial services, legal, mentoring and
healthcare, drug and mental health
treatment.

“Reconnections has established a
firm track record of making a differ-
ence in the lives its clients,” Mr.
Bergen said. “The program includes
a peer mentoring element that offers a
wealth of real-life experience relat-
ing to opportunities and challenges
here in Union County.”

Union County’s existing American
Job Centers (formerly called the One-
Stop Career Centers) play a key role
in the Reconnections program. Lo-
cated in Plainfield and Elizabeth, the
American Job Centers are available
to all county residents for assistance

in connecting with employment and
job training opportunities.

Clients are referred to the
Reconnections program by county or
state agencies, or by community orga-
nizations. With the guidance of a
trained case manager, each client de-
velops a personalized plan for con-
necting with resources that help them
achieve specific goals including edu-
cation and job training. They also at-
tend workshops on employment readi-
ness, life skills and related topics.

In 2015 and 2016 Reconnections
enrolled 274 clients and 266 clients,
respectively. In both years only 2 per-
cent of the clients returned to prison.

Typical re-incarceration rates can
be much higher. Last year New Jersey
correctional agencies issued a report
finding that 31.3 of inmates released
from New Jersey facilities in 2011
were re-incarcerated within three
years.

The Freeholder Board approved
$50,000 in funding for Reconnections
during its regular public meeting on
July 20. The county funds will close a
gap caused by the elimination of state
support and enable the program to
continue until December 31, 2017.

In addition to the Freeholder Board,
United Way and Urban League, other
affiliates of the Reconnection pro-
gram include the New Jersey State
Parole Board, Union County Vici-
nage of Probation, Federal Proba-
tion, New Jersey Department of Cor-
rections, Neighborhood Health Ser-
vices and Legal Services of Central
Jersey, Union County Re-entry Task
Force, and community and faith-based
organizations.

Reconnections staff is located in
the Union County American Job Cen-
ters in Elizabeth and Plainfield.

The
Bramnick Personal Injury Law Firm

is a family affair.

Jon
Bramnick

Anne Marie
Bramnick

Brent
Bramnick

We are proud to have 3 Bramnicks representing accident victims.
Jon Bramnick is certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a
civil trial attorney with almost 40 years of trial experience. Brent and
Anne Marie Bramnick are former county prosecutors with years of
trial experience in the Superior Court. All of our experienced trial

attorneys are prepared to meet with you 7 days a week.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

PREGNANCY AND ANTIBIOTIC REVIEW
  Women of childbearing age 
should take careful note of a re-
cent study suggesting that the 
guidelines for antibiotic use dur-
ing early pregnancy might need 
to be reviewed. This suggestion 
has been prompted by a study 

use of macrolides, quinolones, 
tetracyclines, and some other 
common antibiotics in early 
pregnancy and an increased 
risk of miscarriage. Researchers 
reviewed data that included over 
8,000 women between the ages 
of 15 and 45 who had suffered 
a miscarriage. They concluded 
that the use of certain antibiotics 
in early pregnancy increased the 
risk of miscarriage by as much 
as twofold. Bearing this in mind, 
pregnant women should discuss 

the use of antibiotics thoroughly 
with their prescribing physicians. 
   If an antibiotic is the best way to 
treat your condition, your health 
care provider will prescribe the 
safest antibiotic at the safest 
dosage. Our pharmacy caters 
services to your well-being and 
provides you with the best pos-
sible experience. A full-service 
pharmacy, we offer compound-
ing and veterinarian compound-
ing on site. We also offer free 
prescription delivery for maxi-
mum convenience.
HINT: In the study mentioned 
above, researchers found no 
link between nitrofurantoin, 
an antibiotic commonly used 
to prevent and treat urinary 
tract infections, and a greater 
miscarriage risk.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

School Candidate Filing
Deadline On Monday
AREA — The deadline to submit

nominating petitions to the Union
County Clerk’s Office in Elizabeth
for seats on local school boards is this
Monday, July 31 by 4 p.m. The elec-
tion will be on Tuesday, November 7.

Locally, the seats of Westfield
Board of Education members Peggy
Oster, Mark Friedman and Christo-
pher Langhart are expiring this year.

In Cranford, the terms of Board
President Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa
Carbone and Daniel DeMarco are up
for re-election.

In Garwood, the seats of Christine
Guerriero, board president, Linda
Koenig, and Aaron Watkins are up.

The terms of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
of Cindy Clancy and Evan Murray,
both of Scotch Plains, are up as is the
seat of Jeanne Cleary of Fanwood.

And in Mountainside, the seats of
Dante Gioia and Cathy Jakositz are
expiring this year.

Candidates need to drop off their
petitions at the clerk’s office at 2
Broad St., Room 113, in the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.

www.goleader.com
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Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm

Sunday: Closed

Custom Jewelry Designs

ANNIVERSARY

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sheila Oliver Said to Be Leading
Lt. Gov. Pick for Phil Murphy
 Former state Assembly Speaker

Sheila Oliver (D-27th, East Orange)
has emerged as a top contender to be
Democratic nominee for governor
Phil Murphy's running mate, accord-
ing to multiple news reports. The
campaign has declined to comment
on a search for a lieuteant governor.

Asw. Oliver served as speaker from
January of 2010 through January of
2014. She has also served on the East
Orange Board of Education and as an
Essex County Freeholder. She has
served in the Assembly since 2004.

Menendez Faces Fall Trial
Following 2015 Indictment

The  trial of New Jersey U.S. Sena-
tor Bob Menendez (D) is set for this
fall from his April 2015, 14-count
indictment over allegations that he
illegally received gifts and campaign
donations from his friend, Florida-
based ophthalmologist Dr. Salomon
Melgen, in exchange for political fa-
vors, foxnews.com reported. Report-
edly, he  paid $58,500 to Dr. Melgen
for trips to Paris and the doctor's
home at a Dominican resort. The Sena-
tor did not report the payments on his
Senate financial disclosure forms.

Dr. Melgen faces 20 years in prison
after his conviction in a separate case
in Florida involving 67 counts of
Medicare fraud. He is Sen.
Mendendez’s co-defendant.

Lance: Bedminster Receives
Secret Service Designation

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) an-
nounced his office has received con-
firmation from the United States Se-
cret Service that Bedminster has been
designated a priority for presidential
protection – allowing law enforce-
ment and other protection-related
costs eligible for reimbursement by
the federal government.

“I believe the additional law en-
forcement expenses are a federal
responsibility and I will continue
to seek parity for Bedminster and
Somerset County,” said Mr. Lance,
the federal representative for
Trump National Golf Club in
Bedminster.

Since taking office, President
Trump has made a number of trips to
the Trump National Golf Club,
prompting the heavy involvement of
local law enforcement. With this new
designation, Bedminster is now con-
sidered a “residence of the President”
and will be eligible to apply to re-
ceive federal grants exclusively for
providing reimbursement of law en-
forcement personnel costs for protec-
tion activities.

Yearbook Adviser Removed
Over Trump Censorship Issue
A month after Wall High School

suspended its yearbook advisor Su-
san Parsons for scrubbing three
Donald Trump references from this
year’s edition, school district offi-
cials have replaced her with social
studies teacher and boys basketball
coach Matt Kukoda, app.com re-
ported.

High School Named After
Elizabeth Mayor Bollwage

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
who already has a parking garage
and a senior housing complex named
after him, will now have a high
school building named after him as
well. Elizabeth’s Academy of Fi-
nance officially became the J. Chris-
tian Bollwage Finance Academy on
Thursday night, nj.com has re-
ported. Mr. Bollwage, a Democrat,
has been mayor  since 1992.

Poll Participants Give
Thumbs Down to Health Bill
Public opinion of the recently un-

veiled U.S. Senate health care reform
bill is not any better than it was for the
House version passed in May, according
to the latest Monmouth University Poll.

Just 27 percent of Americans ap-
prove of the Senate health care reform
bill introduced last week while 56 per-
cent disapprove. These results are nearly
identical to the public’s response to a
similar bill passed by the House in May,
which stood at 32 percent approval and
55 percent disapproval. However, Re-
publicans are less supportive of this
new bill (49 percent) than they were of
the House version two months ago (71
percent). Current support among inde-
pendents (30 percent now versus 29
percent for the House bill) and Demo-
crats (7 percent now versus 6 percent
for the House bill).

The leaders of the two chambers of
Congress do not fare any better in the
court of public opinion. On the Senate
side, Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) earns a 12-per-
cent approval and 38-percent disap-
proval rating. Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY), who just assumed
the post in January, gets a 17-percent
approval and 28-percent disapproval
rating. House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-
Wis.) has a 23-percent approval and
43-percent disapproval rating. Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
has a 17-percent approval and 42-
percent disapproval rating.

Cranford Auxiliary PD to
Hold Open House Sept. 19

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Auxiliary Police Department
(C.A.P.D) is conducting an open
house/informational session on Tues-
day, September 19, from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m., at Cranford Police Headquar-
ters located at 8 Springfield Avenue.

The community is invited to learn
more about the CAPD, its members,
how to apply, and attend one of the
monthly training sessions. Applica-
tions will be available during the open
house and CAPD officers will be
available for questions. Refreshments
will be served.

The CAPD is a strictly volunteer
organization that traces its roots back
to 1916. CAPD members supplement
the full-time Cranford Police Depart-
ment in times of emergencies and
participate in various police and civic
related activities on a weekly basis.
Auxiliary officers play a vital role in
community policing and assisting in
Cranford’s ability to respond to ma-
jor storms, floods, traffic emergen-
cies, and large public functions.

The CAPD is seeking qualified
candidates interested in becoming a
Cranford Auxiliary Police Officer. All
Auxiliary police officers receive train-
ing at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains, with

mandatory attendance three times per
week during the basic course. Train-
ing at the academy is held Tuesday,
Thursday nights and all-day Saturday.

Training provided at the Stamler
Police Academy for auxiliary police
includes basic police skills consist-
ing of use of force, first-aid, crowd
control, and patrol techniques. There-
after, auxiliary officers will be con-
tinually trained locally in basic first-
aid and CPR, as well as police proce-
dures and other areas concerning pub-
lic health, safety and law and order.

All applicants must be at least 18
years old and must either reside in
Cranford or a municipality within five
miles of Cranford that does not have
an auxiliary police unit.

Interested persons can download an
“Auxiliary Police Application” from
the Cranford Police Department
website at cranford.com/police/forms.

Applications can be submitted
throughout the year, but must be sub-
mitted prior to 4 p.m. by Friday, No-
vember 3 to be considered for the
2017 academy class.

Questions may be directed to the
Cranford Police Department at (908)
272-2222 by asking for Detective
Sergeant Russell Luedecker or by
leaving a message on extension 7479.

County Participating In
‘Choose Your Cover’ Program

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
residents to participate in the 2017
“Choose Your Cover” program, a state-
wide skin cancer screening, aware-
ness and educational initiative taking
place on Saturday, August 5 in Clark.

To promote sun safety and help
reduce the risk of skin cancer, the
Chronic Disease Coalition of
Middlesex and Union Counties and
the Clark Health Department will once
again provide free skin cancer screen-
ings along with their “Choose Your
Cover” message of prevention.

In Union County, the “Choose Your
Cover” event will take place at the
Clark Community Pool, 201 Oak Ridge
Road, on Saturday from noon to 4 p.m.

The first 30 attendees will receive a
special gift bag with skin cancer pro-
motional materials. All attendees will
also qualify to enter a drawing for a
gift basket. All specials gifts are pro-
vided courtesy of the Clark Township
Health Department. Pre-registration
is required by calling the Union County
Office of Health Management at (908)
518-5620. Walk-ins will also be ac-
cepted if the schedule permits it.

People who work or play outdoors,

fair skinned people who sunburn eas-
ily, and those with a family history of
melanoma are at an increased risk of
developing skin cancer – the most
common form of cancer in the United
States. Overexposure to the sun’s UV
rays is one of the most preventable
risk factors for melanoma and all
types of skin cancer.

Covering up your skin with long
sleeve shirts and long pants in tightly
woven fabrics can offer a great means
of protection for your skin. Opt for a
wide-brimmed hat over a baseball
cap for better protection of your head,
ears and neck, and wear sunglasses
with 100 percent UVA and UVB ab-
sorption to protect the eyes from sun
damage.

Look for shady areas or avoid the
sun, if possible, during the middle of
the day when UV rays are the stron-
gest. Also it is recommended to apply
a broad spectrum sunscreen of SPF 15
or higher and reapply frequently, and
steer clear of indoor tanning beds which
are proven to increase the risk for skin
cancer. For more information about
“Choose Your Cover” 2017, please
call the Union County Office of Health
Management at (908) 518-5620.

County, Towns to Take
Part In National Night Out

AREA — Next Tuesday local po-
lice departments will hold commu-
nity events to mark the 34th annual
National Night Out.

* * * * *
Westfield will hold its event begin-

ning at 6 p.m. at the Northside Train
station where police officers will meet
and greet members of the community.
Police equipment will be on display
and Parking Division tutorials and dem-
onstrations, kids fingerprinting and bi-
cycle registration will be available.

* * * * *
Cranford’s program will be held

from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in Patrolman
Robert F. Hand Plaza and on the front
lawn of the Cranford Police Depart-
ment headquarters. Numerous police
and emergency vehicles will be on
display, including marked police pa-
trol cars, command post truck, police
motorcycle, emergency services unit
utility vehicles, and equipment from
the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management and New Jersey
Transit Police Department. Members
of the Cranford PBA Local 52 will be
on hand to provide refreshments to all
in attendance.

* * * * *
Scotch Plains will hold its event on

the Alan Augustine Village Green
from 6 to 9 p.m. The event will fea-
ture demonstrations from the Scotch
Plains Police Department, a concert per-

formance by the Broadcasters, inflat-
able rides, giveaways and much more.

* * * * *
The Fanwood Police Department will

be hosting National Night Out at
LaGrande Park beginning at 7 p.m.
This free event will host a variety of
games, food, a dunk tank, bouncy houses
and more. Police and fire vehicles and
ambulances will be on display. The
event also coincides with Tuesday
Movie Night where Finding Dory will
be shown at around 8:15 p.m.

* * * * *
Union County will hold its annual

program at Meisel Avenue Park on
Meisel Avenue in Springfield . Activi-
ties get underway at 6 p.m. and last
until 8 p.m. A number of law enforce-
ment agencies will be on hand, includ-
ing the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, the Union County Sheriff’s
Department, the Mountainside Police
Department and the Springfield Po-
lice Department. The Union County
Bureau of Recycling & Planning will
also be on hand to provide informa-
tion.  The event will also feature rov-
ing entertainment provided by a local
magician and a photo booth to capture
the fun moments.

Following the National Night Out
activities, the animated adventure com-
edy “Secret Life of Pets” will be shown
as part of Family Fun & Flix”  enter-
tainment and film series.

LEADER/TIMES
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DMC Presents Strategic Plan
To Planning, Zoning Bds.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The strategic plan
of the Downtown Management Cor-
poration (DMC) calls for designation
of areas in need of redevelopment, a
parking study, safer pedestrian routes
and hiring a planner and grant writer
to help implement plans. The DMC
presented a subsection of its draft,
five-year strategic plan to the mem-
bers of the zoning board of adjust-
ment and the planning board Monday
at a regularly scheduled zoning board
of adjustment meeting.

Also present were the DMC board
along with Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. and Commissioner Ann Dooley.

The strategic plan previously was
presented to the township committee,
department heads and about 60 busi-
nesses, said DMC board member
Anthony Durante, who led the pre-
sentation.

In September, the DMC plans to
present the plan to residents, he said.
Before doing so, he had asked the zon-
ing and planning board members for
support of the plan, as well as feedback
to incorporate into the plan. Planning
and zoning board members are to e-
mail the DMC with their feedback.

Four goals of 47 were presented.
The first goal is to promote a vibrant
downtown environment. Designating
areas in need of redevelopment zones
in the downtown to “generate invest-
ment” was one strategy to achieve
that first goal, Mr. Durante said. “This
is a priority for us,” he stated.

“A site-specific ordinance,” Mr.
Durante said of an ordinance desig-
nating a redevelopment zone, “helps
us to control the process.”

A parklet, which was already imple-
mented on Eastman Street, was an-
other strategy to realize that first goal.
The second goal was to create safe
and active mobility for pedestrians.
He suggested, as a strategy for that
second goal, working with the county
on roadway projects such as painting
roadways to shorten the crosswalk
between sidewalks, as he said this
was successful in New York City.

The third goal was to conduct a
parking study to understand the sup-
ply, demand and utilization rates for
parking downtown. The fourth goal
was to empower government to plan
and implement projects by using strat-
egies such as hiring a grant writer, as
well as a planner, and implementing
greater code enforcement.

Following the presentation, plan-
ning board member Ann Steinbach
asked why the citizens were not in-
formed of the plan, why the plan was
not on the DMC website, and why the
DMC board members were not listed
on the DMC website, calling for the
DMC to be more “transparent.”

The DMC Strategic Planning Com-
mittee is led by Kathleen Prunty, Barry
O’Donovan and Mr. Durante, along
with board members Joe Colangelo,
Tom Connolly, Jean Maisonneuve,
Steve Needle, Maureen Tinen, Dick
Salway and Mike Venditti, according
to the presentation.

“I agree the public in some way
could have been surveyed,” resident
Rita LaBrutto said. “Do you want
your town to look like Westfield, Sum-
mit, Madison or Rahway, Hoboken?”
Ms. LaBrutto asked, suggesting a
question that could be posed.

Referring to the parklet, Ms.
Steinbach asked if there were any
objectors to the parklet and how it
came to be. Ms. Prunty said the town-
ship committee gave its approval and
she and a police officer looked at five
potential sites, and chose a parking
space that had the least impact to the
businesses — a spot on Eastman
Street, where parking also is avail-
able behind the stores there, she said.

There was a petition signed by local
business people against the parklet, a
local businessman, Gerry Grillo, said at
a recent township committee meeting.

“You are getting hung up on a
parklet. I think the message is people
like green space in the downtown. So
maybe our vision should be instead of
doing double density, have courtyards
and green space,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

Ms. LaBrutto also said there are
245 people on a waiting list for park-
ing permits in the downtown.

The full draft strategic plan had not
been presented to the two boards be-
fore the meeting, and a few members
said they would need to review the
plan before providing input or sup-
port.

“I can’t give you my support until I
know what your thoughts are,” said
Vic Barry, a member of the historic
preservation committee. Mr. Barry
also took note of a slide showing the
pedestrian walkway on North Avenue
from North Union to Walnut Avenues,
calling it the “one of the most danger-
ous intersections for pedestrians.”

“No amount of white paint is going
to change that,” he said.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood

TIMES   Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Dear Candidates: You are welcome
to submit letters/position pieces in
every edition up until and including
the Thursday, October 26 newspaper
edition. We will publish candidates’
letters as a public service at no charge.

Letters should be 250 to 500 words
and must be received no later than the
Monday morning of the week to be
published. Letters shall not include
personal attacks on opponents. Sign
your letters. No surrogate letters will
be accepted. Our readers seek discus-
sion of the issues, recommendations
and solutions.

Press releases regarding campaign

Candidate Letters Policy
events or fundraisers are deemed to
be advertising. Please contact
sales@goleader.com and our sales
team will be happy to assist you.
Advertising rates shall be equal for
all. See http://goleader.com/cgi-bin/
form.cgi?bulletin for further infor-
mation. Candidates that are not sub-
scribers, please be our guest to a free,
three-month trial subscription to the
newspaper. Sign up at goleader.com.
Include your customer number with
your letters to get priority consider-
ation.

This policy becomes effective June
22, 2017.

Cranford Helps
Climate Change

The Cranford Township commit-
tee deserves praise for their decision
to switch to 100 percent renewable
energy for the township electric ser-
vice. They did this at no additional
cost to taxpayers, indeed, the overall
expense is actually less.

Actions such as this are especially
important at the local and state level,
since we all know that every effort is
being made in Washington to turn
back the gains of the past years re-
garding climate change.

Thank you Mayor Hannen, Com-
missioners Patrick Giblin and Ann
Dooley for making this happen.

Kent Lucas
Cranford

Cranford Schools Test Drinking Water
For Compliance With Lead Regs

July 20, 2017 ...To protect our com-
munity and be in compliance with the
Department of Education regulations,
Cranford Public Schools tested its
drinking water for lead.

Following instructions given in
technical guidance developed by the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection, we completed a
plumbing profile for each of the
schools.

Through this effort, we identified
and tested all drinking water and food
preparation outlets. Of the 149
samples taken, 138 met the standards
established by the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency for lead in drink-
ing water (15 ˜g/l [ppb]).

Remedial Action: In accordance

with Department of Education regu-
lations, Cranford Public Schools
implemented immediate remedial
measures for any drinking water out-
let with a result greater than the action
level of 15 ̃ g/l [ppb]. As soon as the
results were received, these 11 out-
lets were disconnected. These water
sources will either be replaced or
remain disconnected and access to
water sources equipped with a filter-
ing system will be provided. All re-
placed water outlets will be retested
before additional use is permitted.
This process will be completed prior
to the start of the new school year.

Scott Rubin
Superintendent of Schools

Working To Ensure Downtown
Westfield Continues To Be The Best

Downtown Westfield is a great place
for shopping, dining, arts, and enter-
tainment. Like all retail destinations,
Downtown Westfield must and will
continue to evolve to remain vibrant
and co-exist with online shopping.

Under the leadership of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, our Town Council is
working to ensure that Downtown
Westfield continues to be the best
shopping destination in New Jersey,
as it was recently recognized by
Gannett New Jersey. The Mayor’s
Downtown Task Force was formed in
July 2016 to identify factors within
the town’s scope of authority and
develop recommendations to promote
economic development and
sustainability. This spring, the
Mayor’s Task Force issued a report
with several recommendations.

As chairman of the Westfield Pub-
lic Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee, I am happy to report
that we have already implemented
many of these changes. Parking is
now free before 10 a.m. and after 6
p.m. in Downtown metered spots. We
added a parklet to extend the side-
walk on Elm Street for additional
dining and public space. New on-

street parking meters will accept credit
cards, coins, tokens, smart cards and
pay by app, and offer 15 minutes of
free parking at the push of a button.
We are adding 15-minute free “ex-
press spaces” on Quimby Street (ad-
jacent to Central Avenue) for takeout
orders or quick errands. We are also
expanding the parking lot across the
street from the post office to include
a section of Lenox to increase the
number of parking spaces.

Our Council also updated Down-
town zoning laws to make it easier to
do business in Westfield. We now per-
mit arcades, paint and sip establish-
ments, A-frame sandwich board signs,
basements to be used for retail use,
walk-up windows for food service,
and ground-floor office use for build-
ings along North and South Avenue.

More changes are coming soon as
we work together to keep Downtown
Westfield a premier destination, and I
encourage you to contact me at
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov with your
thoughts on Downtown or any other
issue I can work on.

Keith Loughlin
Councilman, Fourth Ward

Hours When Construction Can Be
Done Should Consider The Residents
I have had about two solid weeks of

listening to tree removal on a con-
struction site approximately two lots
away from me. I understand the need
to endure noise when a property is
undergoing renovation or full con-
struction of a new house. I find the
need for construction should be tem-
pered by consideration for the resi-
dents who have to live through the
construction.

It is now 5 p.m. on Sunday. The
neighborhood was quiet with thoughts
being given to eating on the deck. The
tree contractor fired up the machine
that grinds up the limbs that had pre-
viously been cut. The only thoughts
at that point had to do with the “Civil
Servants” who approved the allow-
ance of this sort of noise on a Sunday
evening.

A call to the police resulted in be-
ing told that the ordinances allow this
to continue until 9 p.m.. Certainly,

there is nothing the police can do
when the municipal government al-
lows this intrusion.

I have no doubt that builders need
some leeway in construction. I think
there should be some deference to
them. Much more important, how-
ever, is the deference owed to the
residents who will be voting well
after the contractor is finished.

When noise is being considered,
no one can demand silence at all
times. We certainly can expect our
elected officials to remember they
are elected. The needs of the contrac-
tor must be tempered by consider-
ation for the residents who must lis-
ten.

The hours of noise and the days on
which work can be done should be re-
visited and altered to favor the resi-
dents.

A. John Blake.
Westfield

Condemn The Endorsement Of
Violence By The ‘Resistance’

Voters are still waiting for Union
County Democrats to speak up and
condemn the latest endorsement of
violence by the ‘resistance’. This week
cop-killer Joann Chesimard was hailed
by the movement and not a single

Union County Democrat stood up for
justice or for the family of slain New
Jersey State Trooper Werner Foerster.

Where is the outrage? Is this what
the ‘resistance’ has come to, just a
grab bag for every extreme liberal
cause?

The Union County Democratic
machine stood silent when James
Devine called for murdering Repub-
licans. Now it’s praising those who
murder cops. This is scary stuff.

Glenn Mortimer
Chairman, UC Republican Party

Mountainside Councilman

Please Cancel
Please cancel my subscription to

the Westfield Leader. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed your newspaper for
the past 60 years.

However, now, my wife of 70 years
has passed on and I, at 94 years of
age, no longer have friends or ac-
quaintances left in Westfield, which
is the nicest town, I’ve ever lived in.
Thank you.

L. Weston Anderson
Seminole, FL.

South Ave. Construction
Is A Nightmare

This insanity has been going on for
approaching two weeks now!

Can you please advise residents
who live on South Ave. how many
more sleepless nights we must en-
dure! Should we all send you video
and audio recordings of what is actu-
ally taking place nearly every night?

Thomas Glynn
Fanwood

DON’T CANCEL

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bettong – A nocturnal Australian

marsupial. Kangaroo rat
2. Rhigosis – The sensation of cold
3. Tergum – The back of an animal
4. Tertulia – A social gathering

BOTRYOID
1. Resembling a grape cluster in form
2. Shaped like a spindle; thick, taper-

ing at each end
3. A genus of fish closely related to the

perch, having an elongated body
4. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
OLF

1. A self-absorbed person
2. The bullfinch
3. A harem slave
4. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
EROTEME

1. Not subject to corruption
2. Haughty; boastful
3. The question mark
4. Vast; unending

GALLIMAUFRY
1. Hash made of meat scraps; jumbled
2. Confused or puzzled state
3. The art of magic; legerdemain
4. Unruly, disorderly behavior

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More letters on page 5, 16

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Critical Community Needs Do
Not Take the Summer Off

Is State Sending Mixed Message
On Smoking, Marijuana Use?

With summer currently in full swing, the majority of
us are likely caught up in seasonal activities — enjoy-
ing barbecues, visiting the beach, or perhaps taking that
eagerly-awaited vacation. Kids are playing sports or
honing their skills at arts and crafts during summer
camp and playground programs, while parents may be
catching up on projects around the yard.

Naturally this time of year the focus is on the leisure
side of life, and it is easy to forget there are needs and
challenges within communities — including our own
— that do not evaporate with the warm weather.

Among the most critical of these is maintaining
blood and platelet supplies for medical facilities.
According to New Jersey Blood Services and its
parent organization, New York Blood Center, an
emergency blood shortage currently exists. While
donations traditionally are lower this time of year
because of travel, summer activities and reduced
numbers of blood drives, the American Red Cross
noted in a release earlier this month that a shortfall
within the past two months had resulted in 61,000
fewer than normal donations.

Such shortages potentially affect all of us, regard-
less of our health status, since blood donations are
vital to treating sudden emergencies as well as those
with chronic conditions. We encourage all eligible
members of our communities to check
redcrossblood.org for information on drives in their
area or on hosting a drive themselves.

Another community concern that never takes the
summer off is hunger, and therefore it is vital to keep

local food pantries and other suppliers stocked for the
benefit of individuals and families who rely on them
year-round.

The Westfield Food Pantry, housed at the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School on First Street in
Westfield, is a well-known local resource for those
in need who are referred by social service agencies
in Union County. Members of the community inter-
ested in contributing can find information on needed
items at the back of the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, also located on First Street, and bring their
donations there as well.

The Community FoodBank of New Jersey, located
in Hillside, also is an important avenue in combating
area hunger, including providing food during the
summer to children who receive free or reduced-price
meals the rest of the year at school. For full informa-
tion on the mission and services of this organization,
and how to donate, visit cfbnj.org.

There also are those people who are seeking to get
on their feet following a disaster or other unfortunate
circumstances, and who can use the help of Furni-
ture Assist, which accepts donations of furniture and
other goods to give to those who need them. Informa-
tion is available at furnitureassist.com.

While reveling in summer festivities, let us not
forget those in our midst who may be experiencing a
medical emergency, a lack of sufficient food or other
essentials, or another equally daunting crisis, and
make a commitment to do our part for our neighbors
in need. It is a responsibility we share all year long.

Governor Chris Christie signed legislation last week
making New Jersey only the third state after Hawaii
and California to ban the sale of tobacco products to
those below the age of 21. At the same time, legislation
has been introduced to legalize recreational marijuana
— also at the age of 21. Are we getting our priorities
mixed up here in the Garden State?

Senators Richard Codey and Joseph Vitale, co-
sponsors of the new smoking-age law, say smoking
generates about $4 billion a year in health costs. So
their argument is that somehow those who start smok-
ing after 21 won’t face these same health issues? Also,
it’s okay for an 18-year-old to go off and join the
military and put his or her life on the line by fighting for
our country, but it’s not okay for these same individuals
to light up when they come home to New Jersey?

“By raising the minimum age to purchase tobacco
products to 21, we are giving young people more time
to develop a maturity and better understanding of how
dangerous smoking can be, and that it is better to not
start smoking in the first place,” Governor Christie
said in a statement at a press conference last week. The
Governor is opposed to legalization of recreational
marijuana; New Jersey has legalized medical mari-
juana use.

And then there is Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden), whose bill, S-2195, focuses entirely on how

an arrest for pot possession can destroy a person’s life.
Sen. Scutari also notes how legalization of marijuana
will produce $300 million for the state’s coffers. But
nowhere in the bill does it mention the health issues
associated with smoking weed.

Changing laws to stop arrests for possession of
marijuana is justified, in our opinion, but why do we
have to allow adults to smoke pot freely in an age when
we say smoking is such a risk to one’s long-term
health? According to http://smokeissmoke.com, “Mari-
juana and tobacco smoke are chemically similar and
have some of the same cancer-causing and toxic chemi-
cals.”

In our view, the state needs to be consistent with its
smoking laws. Smokers for many years now have not
been able to light up at work, in public places such as
restaurants and bars, etc. The County of Union has
even barred smoking at its recreation facilities regard-
less of whether that is inside or outside, citing the
dangers of second-hand smoke. As of 2015 seven
counties and many municipalities ban smoking at their
recreation facilities.

Lawmakers should not be encouraging marijuana
use just to line the coffers in Trenton. Trenton needs to
rethink its priorities regarding both the legal age to
smoke cigarettes as well as the health effects from
smoking pot.
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Garwood Citizens Should Be Stunned
By Council PILOT Agreement

Dear Garwood Mayor and Coun-
cil: In the last council meeting of July
11th, you held a public hearing on the
PILOT (Payment In lieu of Taxes)
ordinance for the Russo 300-unit resi-
dential project on South Avenue where
the existing Casale factory is pres-
ently located. From the presentation,
it was found that Garwood would get
approximately $850,000 in revenues
from the PILOT.

However, during the public com-
ment period, many from the public
stood up to ask questions about the
PILOT you were about to vote on.
Three of those residents asked what
are the expenses the town will incur
from this project that would offset
this revenue. Unsure of the council’s
exact words but it sums up that you
had no idea nor did you do a study.

I was one of those three residents.
From my OPRA of all financial docu-
ments I came to a stunning conclu-
sion. My 40 years of professional
cost engineering and construction es-
timating gave me great insight on
numbers and financial analyses, some-
thing that all but maybe only one
lacks on both the council and the
planning board. I reiterate my state-
ments that I made to you that night.

What I found: Since the council
amazingly failed to even analyze ex-
penditure impacts, I was able to point
out that Russo, the developer himself,
hired a professional to calculate it.
And the result was that Garwood after
revenues and expenditures would make
only $50,000/year extra! The defunct
property presently pays $200,000 to
the borough with no real expenditure
incurrence. Another resident, a Mr.
Corbin, said he has an analysis that
shows that Garwood would actually
loose $1.5 million/year. He noted this
was on the editorial page of The
Westfield Leader last week.

In addition, in Russo’s financial
calculation as to his profit margin, he
listed the top line item of “property/
demo/environment” as $11.5 million.
Not shown but for the five acres, that
comes out to an unheard of $2.2 mil-
lion/acre. This is an “all-in cost” which
always includes Hazmat cleanup costs
since either the owner pays for it or
the developer pays for it and deducts
it from the negotiated buy price of the
property.

I pointed out “all-in” costs are nor-
mally around $1 to 1.5 million an
acre. Examples are the 15-acre
Birchwood property which is $1.2
million/acre, the Garwood Millen
property on the market for $1.1 mil-
lion but will be negotiated down due
to their hazmat costs and two Union
County government purchases for
open space at $880k per acre and
$950k per acre. So why does Russo
have a huge $2.2 million/acre price I
asked you?

I noted that this number needed to
be questioned. In addition, I pointed
out that a spread sheet of Russo De-
veloper showed that he figured he
could sell the property in seven years
and after all expenses and debt paid
off can make a clear profit of $38
million. His project cost he gave you
this year is $80 million so that’s nearly
a 50 percent profit in seven years.
Wow!

I then asked you to table this ordi-
nance — and find out about these
surprising numbers proven on paper

and would more than likely be a det-
riment to Garwood and benefit to the
developer. I also noted that the coun-
cil hired professionals and that you
should direct them to look into all
these numbers to parse them out since
you are the ones that know Garwood’s
needs and they are only here to help
you.

After the public spoke, without any
responses to the residents, you sim-
ply voted to approve the PILOT ordi-
nance. That’s when I called you “idi-
ots,” which I quickly admit was crude.
But the question remains, are you
idiots?

One councilor dismissed it saying
people are passionate but yet still did
not even address the possible griev-
ousness they perpetrated in ignoring
serious flaws in the financial reports.

Hello? Are you even listening to
your constituents concerns? Two
elected councilors during the 2016
campaign said they will fight for the
best possible benefit for the residents,
and they were elected, yet sadly are
just voting without noting that the
numbers could show they did not get
the best for Garwood.

We citizenry should all be disillu-
sioned with this council. The myriad
public hearings of the planning board
and council had huge outcry from the
residents with many pointing out is-
sues and concerns, making many sug-
gestions and good to a degree where
those in power should have least com-
mented about them. Both entities ba-
sically said, sit down and shut up. Is
this being done for them or being
done for the residents?

As I’ve noted many times, the plan-
ning board proved a lack of critical
thinking and the council proved their
obstinate idiocy. We can only assume,
there are agenda driven puppeteers
behind and controlling them wanting
to create a new Garwood 2.0, major
development, overcrowding, high
taxation, city-like, nowhere close to
the borough we love.

In the near future, I will propose
something that if you do care for,
Garwood instead of those puppeteers
controlling you, you should act on it.
I already noted this to the mayor on
Saturday. I will hold off until the next
council meeting to explain.

P.S.: Although I condemn the coun-
cil as an entity, I exclude councilor
Ileen Cuccuro in this condemnation.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Letters to the Editor
Motivated by Vast Profits, Affordable
Housing Is A Wholly Made-Up Issue

Almost all of the towns in our area
are being required to change their
zoning rules to allow for multi-family
units so that some of them can be
made available as ‘affordable hous-
ing’. For example, Scotch Plains will
have to permit up to 3,000 new units
over the next 10 years, according to
Mayor Smith.

I’m running in the upcoming No-
vember 7th election for the New Jer-
sey State Assembly in District 22,
which includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, and Clark. So I’d like to
make a point about the affordable
housing issue as it relates to the Leg-
islature.

The issue of affordable housing is
wholly a judge made issue. The New
Jersey Supreme Court decided in 1974
that every town has a constitutional
obligation to provide a reasonable
opportunity for low income housing,
and the Court has expanded on the
concept since then. Since then the
Legislature (and the Governor) has
failed to adequately address the is-
sue. As a result towns have to deal
with affordable housing in the con-
text of lawsuits brought by a ‘fair
share’ housing public interest group
and additional threatened lawsuits
from well funded and well organized
real estate developers motivated by
the vast profits they will make from
building thousands of multi-family
units in areas where they previously
were not permitted.

The point has to be made that in our
political system issues such as the
availability of affordable housing (and
similarly school funding) are not sup-
posed to be decided by unelected
lawyers who happen to be judges.
Our Legislature should be deciding
these issues. The Legislature after all
is elected, not appointed, and is closely
tied to the people since all of the
Assembly is up for election every two
years as is (usually) one third of the
state Senate. The Legislature is the
part of the government which is sup-
posed to reflect the will of the gov-
erned – us. In our system, the people
are supposed to be heard, not ruled.

The Legislature could address af-
fordable housing in any number of
ways. It could decide that the Su-
preme Court was wrong in the first
place and move to make that clear in

our state constitution. Or it could
determine itself – not leaving it to the
courts – how affordable units should
be spread out around the state. It
could also decide to what extent towns
themselves can be involved in that
process, rather than leaving towns to
address the issue under threat of law-
suits brought by well financed devel-
opers, or it could allow towns to trans-
fer their affordable housing obliga-
tions to other towns willing to accept
them.

But the Legislature has pretty much
done nothing because doing nothing
and letting the courts deal with it is
politically convenient. This way the
politicians don’t have to do their jobs
and make difficult decisions. They also
don’t have to upset the apple cart which
provides them with enormous cam-
paign contributions. The special inter-
ests which dominate Trenton like the
way that the affordable housing issue
is playing out. There are huge amounts
of money to be made by developers,
real estate agents and the construction
trades and all of these groups make
campaign contributions, and lots of
them. According to Mayor Smith, de-
velopers are already beating down the
doors at town hall in Scotch Plains to
get a piece of the action.

There’s a reason why Jerry Green,
one of my opponents, has over
$350,000 sitting in his campaign ac-
count. Mr. Green, in the Assembly
since 1992, is chair of the Housing
and Community Development Com-
mittee and is on the Joint Committee
on Affordable Housing. A look at his
public campaign reports shows lots
of contributions from special interest
groups tied to the housing and con-
struction industry. He’s in a position
to lead on this issue for his constitu-
ents in Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Clark but instead he shrugs it off.
He’d rather blame the courts and not
do his job.

If you want to have your voice
heard, and not the special interests’,
don’t vote for Green, Kennedy or
Scutari. It’s time for a change in Tren-
ton. Vote for me, and while you’re at
it vote for John Quattrocchi and Joe
Bonilla as well.

Rich Fortunato, Assembly Candi-
date, Dist. 22
Scotch Plains

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com
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Put An Emergency Stop to Court-
Mandated High-Density Housing

WESTFIELD – During next week’s
(July 31) Assembly voting session,
Republican Leader Jon Bramnick plans
to urge an emergency vote blocking
court-imposed high-density housing.

“I am aggressively moving forward
to protect towns and help mayors and
councils stop court-mandated high-
density housing by urging my col-
leagues to pass Assemblywoman
Holly Schepisi’s legislative solution,”

said Mr. Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield). “With every passing day
municipalities are incurring unrecov-
erable expense from these unneces-
sary lawsuits. This is a bi-partisan
issue that has dire consequences. The
legislature should take action now.”

Mr. Bramnick will work to move
Schepisi’s Assembly bill 4666 for an
emergency vote, requiring support
from 60 legislators to pass.

How To Make Things Better,
Implement And Measure Impact

Since launching my campaign for
Town Council Ward 3, voter after voter
told me they want change in Westfield
to make it an even better place to live —
for them and their families. They want
a more proactive government that ad-
dresses the key issues on their minds
including our downtown, our roads
and town safety. And these Westfield
residents want a Council representa-
tive who is there to listen to their con-
cerns and respond.

My focus will be to ensure that these
issues are addressed proactively. This
is what I’ve done throughout my 25-
year business career at Kraft, Merck
and Merrill Lynch – challenge the sta-
tus quo, develop ideas on how to make
things better, implement them

proactively and measure their impact.
I’ll do the same if I am elected to the
Westfield Town Council.

And I’ll create an era of proactive,
two-way communication in Ward 3 so
residents know their voices count. Vot-
ers will be able to reach me 24/7 – via
text, email, phone or in-person. Plus,
voters will hear from me regularly with
updates on the Town Council and with
surveys so I know what’s on their mind.

I’d love to start this two-way dia-
logue now. Feel free to contact me
anytime at
david@contractforwestfield.com or on
ContractforWestfield Facebook page.

David Contract
Westfield

Commentary

Hard To Clearly See How The
Cranford Birchwood Saga Ends

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
Means PLUS BUSINESS

for YOU!

The saga of the Birchwood proper-
ties at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue in
Cranford has seemingly reached its
end, but not without a slew of unan-
swered questions. The township spent
a pile of taxpayer money fighting to
stop residential development on this
property, which is zoned for office
space and has been designated as part
wetlands, a floodplain and partly con-
taminated. Cranford lost a builder’s
remedy lawsuit filed by S. Hekemian
Group, the site’s developer. Then, in a
swift turn of events, the township last
December made a deal with Hekemian
to buy the Birchwood property itself.
Residents rightly wondered how the
municipal government was going to
sell the land at or above the $18.5
million it spent on the purchase, espe-
cially since Hekemian couldn’t make
any deal with other buyers higher than
$12 million.

Last week, the township committee
quietly passed a resolution agreeing to
the sale of Birchwood, for $18.5 mil-
lion, to the same developer who had
built the controversial Riverfront at
Cranford Station development. Curi-
ously, no commissioners at last week’s
meeting made any comments about
the resolution, which was tucked in
among a few dozen other resolutions
being voted upon. The following
evening, at a township planning board
meeting, Mayor Hannen, the govern-
ing body’s sole representative at the
meeting, made no comments about the
sale. Instead, he merely showed a ren-
dering of what will be built at
Birchwood.

We ask why the elected officials
who are supposed to represent taxpay-
ers’ interests chose to make no public
comments about the plan they passed
for the Birchwood development. After
a decade of residents’ angst, commis-

sioners’ angst and township experts’
angst to stop development on
Birchwood, the taxpayers deserve to
hear first-hand the ending to the story
of Birchwood. Why has there been no
explanation of how the 16 acres will be
developed, where buildings will be
situated, how many apartments are
being planned, what are the sizes and
numbers of bedrooms per apartment,
what is the affordable housing set-
aside, what are the tax abatement cal-
culations, what bids were received for
the property, what are the exact costs
associated with the purchase and then
the sale of the Birchwood property,
and why was this particular developer
chosen?

Cranford spent taxpayer dollars to
make this purchase, so those same
taxpayers deserve to know how wisely
it was invested. Transparency in gov-
ernment is becoming too cloudy, mak-
ing it hard to clearly see how the
Birchwood saga ends.

Is this what we will expect from our
elected officials going forward in other
land development deals? No word from
our representatives? The storm has
raged again with the redevelopment
and rezoning proposal by Hartz Moun-
tain for 750 Walnut Avenue. More de-
velopment is likely to erect on North
Avenue. We ask our town officials to
enlighten the citizens of what is occur-
ring behind all those clouds where they
are strategizing. Taxpayers are the stake-
holders just as much as any elected
official. They have the right to know.
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HONORING ROTARY PRESIDENTS...Westfield Rotary’s new president,
Philip Salerno, presents outgoing president Marta Alexandre with the past
president’s pin and Paul Harris Fellowship at the organization’s annual
meeting in June.

Westfield Rotary Inducts
Officers at Annual Meeting
WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club

of Westfield held its annual meeting
and induction of officers at the end
of June in anticipation of the new
Rotary year that began July 1.

Marta Alexandre, the outgoing
president, outlined the group’s ac-
complishments for the year past,
supported by several fundraisers.
They included initiatives designed
to provide food to those who are
nutritionally vulnerable, particu-
larly children; collecting used bi-
cycles to be shipped to Third World
countries, and the awarding of
$22,000 in grants to community-
based social service organizations.
She also reported that scholarships
for college totaling $98,500 were
presented to 22 graduating high-
school seniors.

As her last act as president, Ms.
Alexandre presented Paul Harris Fel-
lowship Awards, Rotary’s recogni-
tion for persons who exemplify
Rotary’s motto, “Service Above
Self,” to Rotarians Nancy Jackson,
Steve Ketcham and Chung Shih.

Along with a queue of 11 former
presidents, Ms. Alexandre passed
the group’s historic, hand-carved
gavel, symbolic of leadership, to
Philip Salerno, the Rotary Club of
Westfield’s new president. Other of-
ficers who were elected for terms of
one year are: Clark Lagemann, vice-
president; Nancy Jackson, secre-
tary, and Steven Ketcham, treasurer.
Directors appointed for one year
include Marta Alexandre, Elizabeth
Ensslin, Maria Fuentes, Anthony
LaPorta and Lowell Schantz.

Mr. Salerno praised Ms.
Alexandre for her strong leadership
and management during the year
related to Rotary’s avenues of ser-
vice to the community, international
projects, the club, vocations and
new generations. He bestowed upon
her an embellished past president’s
pin and a Paul Harris Fellowship.

The presentations evoked a stand-
ing ovation from the membership.

In his closing remarks, Mr.

Salerno thanked the membership
for placing their faith in him and
pledged to persist with the notable
involvement of the club in the com-
munity and its achievements
throughout a long tradition that be-
gan with the club’s charter in 1921.

For further information and to
experience Rotary fellowship, Mr.
Salerno welcomes interested per-
sons to attend any of the club’s
Tuesday luncheons at 12:15 p.m.
at the Westfield Area YMCA, lo-
cated at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.

From the Westfield Historical Society Archives
TROLLEY RIDE...Did you know that Westfield residents used to get around by
trolley? The year 1899 marked Westfield’s first trolley car, which operated on
what was known as the Main Line, entering Westfield from Garwood and then
heading to Scotch Plains. The trolley car was succeeded by trolley buses in 1935,
which were replaced with diesel buses a few years later. The trolley tracks were
paved over but then taken up in some parts of town in the early 1940s to help meet
a wartime need for scrap iron.

– Obituaries –Carolyn Nichols Wilday, 97, Active
In Church, Hist. Soc., Drama Clubs

Carolyn Nichols Wilday, a long-
term resident of Sun City, Calif.,
died on Saturday, July 22, in
Charleston, S.C. Carolyn was 97.
She was born on August 19, 1919
in Washington, D.C., to Henry W.
Nichols and Bertha Bell Nichols.
Carolyn attended elementary and
high school in Westfield, N.J., and
also attended Syracuse University
in New York. In 1941, Carolyn
married Horace A. Stevens and to-
gether they had four children, Wil-
liam S. Stevens, deceased (Lois
Wilde Stevens, deceased), Diane
Stevens Maher (Ronald Maher, de-
ceased) of Naples, Fla., Robert N.
Stevens (Leslie) of Goose Creek,
S.C., and John L. Stevens (Jolynn)
of Fayetteville, Ga. After the death
of her first husband, Carolyn mar-
ried Wynant T. Wilday in 1969.

Carolyn resided as a child, ado-
lescent, and for most of her adult
life in Westfield, N.J. While rais-
ing her children, Carolyn was a
homemaker. After her children
were grown Carolyn became a suc-
cessful Realtor in the Westfield
area. Carolyn was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
for over 85 years. She served as a
board member for the Westfield
Historical Society and was often a
docent at the Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield. In her youth
Carolyn was an avid tennis player.
Later in life she became a fine
golfer and won several women’s
member tournaments at Echo Lake

Country Club. Carolyn had a love
of the theater and was instrumental
in the founding of community
drama clubs in Farmington, Mich.;
Cranford, N.J., and Sun City, Ca-
lif., where she often performed and
directed stage productions.

When Carolyn had school-aged
children, she served in leadership
positions in various youth organi-
zations, including president of the
Lincoln Elementary School Par-
ent-Teacher Association, the Cub
Scouts, Girl Scouts and the Junior
Essex Troop.

Carolyn was a devoted mother
and stepmother, grandmother to 10,
great-grandmother to 16 and great-
great-grandmother to two. She was
a world traveler who visited all 50
U.S. states and 15 foreign coun-
tries. Carolyn was a unique and
strong woman who enjoyed life to
the fullest. Prior to her death
Carolyn asked that friends and rela-
tives take a moment during a fes-
tive occasion and give a toast to
her love and friendship.

Memorial donations may be
made to the Westfield Historical
Society, 314 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 and/or The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.

An interment service will take
place at a later date at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield, N.J.
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Vehicle Donations To
Aid Restoration Comm.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee, Inc., also known as the
Mountainside Historic Committee,
has recently partnered with CARS,
Inc. to fund raise by collecting un-
wanted vehicles. Anyone with un-
wanted cars, trucks, RVs, motorbikes,
trailers, heavy equipment and similar
items is invited to help the
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee by donating it. The vehicle does
not have to be in working order and
will be picked up from wherever it is.

Donating an unwanted vehicle
frees up garage or yard space, avoids
hefty repair bills, eliminates the
hassle of selling it and benefits his-
toric preservation, plus a tax receipt
is given to donors.

To donate a vehicle, visit
mountainsidehistory.org or call (855)
500-7433; schedule a free pickup,
and when the vehicle is picked up, a
donation receipt will be given.

The Mountainside Restoration
Committee is comprised of volun-
teers whose purpose is to restore and
maintain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and the Levi Cory House, both
located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside, and to collect and save
historic information and items from
destruction. For information on
Mountainside Historic Committee
events or to donate funds, call (908)
789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

Frank J. Novello, Jr., Family Man,
Army Veteran and Business Owner

Frank J. Novello, Jr., formerly of
Westfield and Garwood, passed
away peacefully in his sleep on
Friday, July 21, 2017.

Frank was born on February 16,
1939 to Frank and Salvatrice
Novello. He was raised in Westfield
and resided for much of his life in
Garwood before spending time in
Lake Worth, Fla. and Lavallette,
N.J. After high school he served
proudly in the United States Army
for four years. After being honor-
ably discharged he owned Depend-
able Disposal of Plainfield until
1995 and was a partner with Allied
Waste Systems of South Plainfield
until retiring in 1998.

Frank was a member of the Ital-
ian American Club, UNICO and
served as president. Frank was an
extremely hard worker and was
dedicated to the wellness of his
family. He cherished the friend-
ships that he formed over the years.
Frank loved boating, bowling and

playing golf with his son. He en-
joyed tending to his garden and
doing home improvement projects.
His giant heart, hearty laugh and
ear-to-ear smile will be missed by
many.

He is predeceased by his wife,
Camille (Trotta), and is survived
by his son, Michael John, and his
daughter, Tara Marie Sperduto. He
also will be deeply missed by his
sister, Joyce Ricci, and his grand-
daughter, Olivia Angele Sperduto.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, on Sunday, July 30, from
4 to 7 p.m. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated on Mon-
day, July 31, at 10 a.m., at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield,
with interment following at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Mind/Body Medicine to Be
Next Topic For Old Guard

Dr. Valerie Spagenberg

SUMMIT AREA — Dr. Valerie
Spangenberg, formerly with the Inte-
grative Medicine Department of
Morristown Memorial Hospital, will
speak to the Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, August 1 meeting. She
will talk about “Techniques
That Will Help You Cope
with Stress and Anxiety.”

Roughly 60 to 90 per-
cent of doctor visits are
for conditions related to
stress. When a person ex-
periences stress, his or
her body releases hor-
mones that can affect all
his or her systems and
organs. Stress can dis-
rupt heart and immune
functions. Depression di-
minishes one’s natural
capacity to heal. Hostile
attitudes increase risk for
coronary heart disease, obesity, in-
sulin resistance and abnormal cho-
lesterol. Stress is a massive public
health issue; preventing it is essen-
tial to effective health care.

In the late 1960s, Dr. Herbert
Benson was studying the effect of
stress on blood pressure. He ex-
panded his study to include the ef-
fect of meditation. Dr. Benson found
that meditation reduced one’s me-
tabolism, one’s rate of breathing,
heart rate and brain activity. Dr.
Benson labeled this effect as the
“relaxation response.” It is the es-
sence of Mind/Body Medicine.

Dr. Benson viewed his model as a
“three-legged stool.” One leg of the
stool is pharmaceuticals; a second,
surgery and related procedures, and
the third, “self-care,” the strategies
the patient uses to enhance his or

her natural capacity to
heal. Within the “self-
care” category are nu-
trition, exercise and so-
cialization, and, in Dr.
Benson’s view, belief
and spirituality.

Dr.  Spangenberg
will seek to expand her
audience’s under-
standing of how each
person can take advan-
tage of this system of
reducing the stress in
their lives.

All active men age
50-plus are invited to

attend the Tuesday morning meet-
ings of the Summit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal Center, located at
360 Elkwood Avenue, New Provi-
dence. A coffee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. business
meeting brightened by singing and
humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

FUMC to Host Recital Of
Flute Music This Sunday

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield will
host a recital of flute music from the
Romantic Era, entitled “Summer En-
chantment,” this Sunday, July 30, at
2 p.m.

The recital will feature flutists
Bonnie Ham and Donna Elaine and
collaborative pianist Joshua Tanis.
The program will include works by
Fauré, Doppler and York Bowen. The
artists also can be heard at the church’s
10 a.m. service on the same date.

Ms. Ham and Ms. Elaine will present

several of the works at the National
Flute Association Convention in Au-
gust, having been chosen as featured
performers from among more than
100 submissions. All three musicians
are well-known freelance artists in the
New York and New Jersey areas, and
teach on the collegiate level.

The First United Methodist Church
is located at 1 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For more information
about this event, e-mail
music@fumcwestfield.org or call
(908) 233-4211.

SAGE to Offer Info.
At Area Street Fairs

SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare will
have an informational table at sev-
eral street fairs this summer and early
fall and invites fairgoers to stop by
and become acquainted with its pro-
grams for older adults, their families
and caregivers.

Upcoming dates include the
Westfield Street Fair on Saturday,
August 19; the Summit Farmers’ Mar-
ket events on Sunday, August 27, and
again on Sunday, September 17, and
the Millburn/Short Hills Street Fair on
Sunday, September 24. For more in-
formation, call (908) 598-5548 or e-
mail education@sageeldercare.org.

Located at 290 Broad Street, Sum-
mit, SAGE Eldercare serves clients
in Union, Essex, Morris and Somerset
Counties, among others. Further in-
formation on SAGE services is avail-
able by calling (908) 273-5550 or
visiting sageeldercare.org.

Kathleen W. McCormack, Lived
In Westfield and Garwood

Kathleen W. McCormack passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, July 25,
2017, surrounded by her loving fam-
ily.

Kathleen was born and raised in
Westfield and was a resident of
Garwood. She was a flight attendant
for fifty-plus years.

She is survived by her husband,
John, and their sons, John P. and his
wife, Jennifer, and Kevin J. and his
wife, Laurie. She also is survived by
her brothers, James and William
Whalen, and her sister, Nancy Gold-
smith. She also will be deeply missed

by her five grandchildren, Jack,
Rhegan, Charlie, Sean and Madison.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, today, Thursday, July 27,
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated on
Friday, July 28, at 10 a.m., at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, 315
First Street, Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation.
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CELEBRATING SANTANA...The Santana tribute band Stone Flower, pictured,
will perform on Wednesday, August 2, at 7 p.m., at the Westfield Memorial Library.
Open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders, this event will
feature Stone Flower playing songs made famous by the legendary Carlos Santana
and the Santana Band. The library is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Westfield Library to Present
Santana Tribute Band

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a
Santana tribute band called Stone
Flower on Wednesday, August 2, at
7 p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

This band was originally formed
by four musicians who together
had a love for the sounds and mu-
sic of Carlos Santana and shared a
vision to form a truly percussive,
high-energy tribute to the Hall of
Fame artist and the Santana Band.

Six musicians and their sound en-
gineer will recreate the Santana sound,
which includes everything from Latin
Rock/Blues to the high-energy Afro-
Cuban collaborative rock sound for
which Santana is known.

Some of the favorites they play
include “Black Magic Woman,”
“Evil Ways,” “Europa” and “Soul
Sacrifice.”

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL

cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to the 43 libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are advised to visit
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the “About Us” tab to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.

To register for the Stone Flower
program, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday, and 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday. The library
is closed on Sundays for the summer.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”Photo courtesy of Blossom Gao

CELEBRATING AMERICA...A group of Westfield families held their second
annual Fourth of July celebration at the Tamaques Park pavilion barbecue area.
Pictured here are the youngsters enjoying the great American tradition of eating
watermelon on Independence Day.

Margaret Gerlach Continues
As Cranford Hist. Soc. Pres.
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Historical Society has announced that
Margaret Gerlach was re-elected at
its June 26 meeting for another two-
year term as president.

Ms. Gerlach joined the Historical
Society as a member in 1996 and has
chaired and co-chaired many events
for the Society. As president, under
her leadership, she oversees the
Cranford Historical Society, the
Hanson House, the Crane-Phillips
House Museum and the museum’s
Landscaping Committee.

In 2001, Ms. Gerlach was elected
to the Cranford Historical Society
Board of Trustees and in 2011 was
elected as president. Ms. Gerlach said

that it is an honor for her to serve as
president for this educational group
that preserves and perpetuates the
history of the Township of Cranford.
She hopes that more people from the
community will join the Historical
Society as members.

Ms. Gerlach, a lifelong resident of
Cranford, is a Realtor-Associate with
Century 21 Supreme Realty in Cranford.

Anyone interested in becoming a
member can obtain a membership
form at the Cranford Public Library,
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford; the
Hanson House, 38 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, or on the Historical
Society’s website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Summer office hours are Tuesday
and Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
plus 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Anyone with
questions is asked to call the office at
(908) 276-0082 or to e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Needle Nite Group
To Meet August 4

FANWOOD — The next meeting
of the “Needle Niters” of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will be held on
Friday, August 4, at 7 p.m., in the
Dining Room of the church complex.
Attendees are asked to enter through
the center door off Marian Avenue.

During this meeting the quilters,
the knitters and those who crochet
will continue to work on the various
items they make for charity. Yarn and
fabric will be available.

There will be ice cream and toppings
for participants to make their own sun-
daes. Those attending are asked to con-
tribute a few dollars to cover the cost.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.

Area Residents to Cycle
In Pan-Mass Challenge

WESTFIELD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The weekend of August 5 and 6,
Reid Prichett and Edward Gallagher
of Westfield and James Chitty of
Scotch Plains will cycle up to 192
miles in the Pan-Mass Challenge
(PMC) with the goal of raising $48
million for critical research and can-
cer care at Dana-Farber Cancer In-
stitute.

During PMC weekend, more than
6,200 cyclists from over 40 states and
eight countries will return to Massa-
chusetts to participate in the PMC,
choosing from 12 routes of varying
mileage that run through 46 towns.
Cyclists are anywhere between 15
and 84 years old and range from sea-
soned triathletes to weekend warriors
who trained for this event alone and
everything in between.

“We are thrilled to be approach-
ing our 38th PMC ride weekend.
Seeing our growth over the years
has been truly incredible and we
look forward to achieving our fund-
raising goal of $48 million for
Dana-Farber,” said Billy Starr,
founder and executive director of
the PMC. “We want to wish all of
our riders and volunteers a safe
and enjoyable ride weekend – I’ll

see everyone out on the road.”
Many riders participate in the

PMC to honor a family member or
friend lost to, or being treated for,
cancer. More than 820 riders and
volunteers are cancer survivors or
current patients, considered “liv-
ing proof” of the PMC mission to
find a cure. The average cyclist
trains for three months, solicits 40
sponsors and raises more than
$7,000. Volunteers, spectators,
donors and sponsors are part of the
camaraderie on ride weekend, all
working together toward a cure.

Since 1980, the PMC has raised
$547 million for Dana-Farber
through the Jimmy Fund, its fund-
raising arm. In fact, the PMC is Dana-
Farber’s largest single contributor,
raising more than 52 percent of the
Jimmy Fund’s annual revenue.

The PMC is presented by the Red
Sox Foundation and New Balance.
For more information on the event, to
make a financial contribution to a
rider from one’s town or to become a
virtual rider, visit pmc.org or call
(800) WE-CYCLE. Interested per-
sons may connect with
#PanMass2017 on Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram, Pinterest and LinkedIn.

EARNING BRONZE...Members of Junior Girl Scout Troop 40490 share their joy
at attaining their Bronze Award. During the course of fulfilling their requirements
for the award, the girls led Daisy and Brownie Girl Scouts in making festive
decorations for young patients at Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Girl Scout Troop 40490
Achieves Bronze Award

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s fifth-
grade Franklin Girl Scout Junior Troop
40490 earned their Bronze Award at a
May 17 ceremony held at the First
Congregational Church in Westfield.

The award is a special honor for
the Girl Scouts, who spent more than
20 hours working toward a worth-
while cause — Children’s Special-
ized Hospital (CSH). Each month,
the hospital throws special themed
parties for its patients, and Troop
40490 is helping to make these events
even more festive.

Over the course of several days dur-
ing the winter and spring, the troop
hosted several Daisy and Brownie
troops from Westfield at gatherings to
make colorful decorations for celebra-
tions held at Children’s Specialized
Hospital. It was a fun way for these

girls to work together to help bring joy
to other children. This project is one of
several that the Juniors worked on as
they fulfilled their requirements for
earning their Bronze Award.

Children’s Specialized Hospital is
the nation’s leading provider of inpa-
tient and outpatient care for children
from birth to 21 years of age facing
special health challenges — from
chronic illnesses and complex physi-
cal disabilities like brain and spinal
cord injuries, to developmental and
behavioral issues like autism and men-
tal health conditions. At 13 different
New Jersey locations, CSH pediatric
specialists partner with families to
make many innovative therapies and
medical treatments more personal-
ized and effective, so children can
achieve more of their goals.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, meditation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

 AUGUST 2017   EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   
Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Closed Sunday in the Summer    

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO** 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  Check website for sign up info 

8/2  7:00 pm Santana Tribute Band: Stone Flower 

8/3  7:00 pm Total Body Renew Yoga by Lorraine Harwelik 

8/4  1:30 pm TGIF! Peter, Paul & Mary: Carry It On (video) 

8/7 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: The Eagle Huntress (Kazakh) 

8/8  10:00 am Coloring For Adults-Materials supplied 

8/9  7:00 pm Spook Handy: The American Story thru Folk Song 

8/11  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Whale Rider 

8/14 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Dheepan (French) 

8/21 10-3 pm Live Screening of Solar Eclipse (view anytime: 10 - 3 pm) 

8/1 10:30 am Feeling Crafty 4+years 

8/1  3:00 pm LEGO K Club for Kindergartners only 

8/2 10:00 am Yoga Storytime 2-4 years with parent/caregiver 

8/2 11:00 am Yoga Tales 5+years 

8/3, 10, 17, 24, 31 10:30 am Zumba Fun 2+years w/parent/caregiver 

8/3  7:00 pm Scavenger Hunt at the Library (must be able to read) 

8/4, 11 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies  0-23 months w/parent/caregiver 

8/7  7:00 pm Chess Club-players must know how to move the pieces 

8/9  3:00 pm Afternoon LEGO Club  (grades 1-5 only) 

8/11, 18, 25 11:30 am Lunch Bunch Storytime  All ages w/parent  

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Story Times on Tap
At Hanson Park

CRANFORD — Members of the
community are invited to join the
Hanson Park Conservancy for Story
Time programs on Tuesday, August
15, at 10 a.m., and Thursday, August
17, at 7 p.m. They will take place at
Hanson Park, located at 38 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford.

On Tuesday, participants will read
books about butterflies and visit the
butterfly garden. The theme Thurs-
day will be gardening and attendees
will tour the herb garden. Juice and
cookies will be provided.

These are free events and recom-
mended for ages 6 and under. Regis-
tration is not necessary; participants
can just show up.

In the event of rain, Story Time will
be cancelled for the day. For more
information, visit the website
hansonparkconservancy.com.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
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FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

‘OBO’, BAKIE, McGOV, GAGUM, MOZIE, SCHWETJE PLAY

Union ‘Strikes’ in 4th; Downs
Mid’sex in Snapple Bowl, 27-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning strikes only delayed but
did not deter the Union County and
Middlesex County All-Stars from pro-
ducing some lightning of their own,
especially in the second half of the
XXIV Annual Snapple Bowl Charity
Football Game at Kean University in
Union on July 20 (the 48th anniver-

sary of Man’s landing on the Moon —
July 20, 1969). After a 7-0 Union
County lead at the half, followed by a
very long lightning delay, the
Middlesex All-Stars struck with two
second-half touchdowns (TD) but the
Union County All-Stars struck back
with three to claim a 27-14 victory.

Last year’s Snapple Bowl held at
Woodbridge High School turned out

to be a 0-0 defensive struggle until the
Union All-Stars scored twice in the
fourth quarter to emerge with a 13-7
victory. Westfield Blue Devil Jelani
Pierre stood out offensively with a
54-yard reception in the first half then
set up Union County’s second TD
with a punt return from midfield to the
Middlesex 25, followed by his 18-

VERGA SCORES 3 RUNS; KAMIENSKI 2 RBI, GREAT GRAB

Westfield Downs Colonia, 12-5
In Parkway League 12U Ball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD 12U SOFTBALL TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Rachel Kamienski, Cat Woolard, Casey
Laguna and Taylor Addis; middle row, Kalea Calugay, Sophia Narciso, Ali Verga, Ella Renshaw, Aden Brooks and Alivia
Macaluso; back row, Coaches Ally Gulla, Caitlin MacDonald and Danielle Rinaldi.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Solidly hit balls made things hap-
pen for the Westfield 12U girls soft-
ball team in its Parkway League game
with Colonia at the Westfield JV Field
on July 19. The Blue Devils capital-
ized on mixing timely hitting and ag-
gressive base running with several
free passes and miscues to emerge
with a 12-5 victory over the Colonia
12U Patriots.

Alivia Macaluso, with an error-free
performance from her infielders,
Kalea Calugay (shortstop), Casey
Laguna (third base), Sophia Narciso
(second base) and Taylor Addis (first
base), and catcher Aden Brooks, did
her part on the mound. Macaluso
managed to spread out five hits, eight

walks and a hit batter over seven
innings, while striking out five bat-
ters. Additionally, right fielder Rachel
Kamienski converted a spectacular
catch into a double play in the sixth
inning.

“I think our offense did a good job
today of putting the ball in play and
making things happen. Especially with
this age group, you hit the ball hard on
the ground and good things are going
to happen and they did that for us
today. We came up with a couple of
nice hits. We got a solid pitching
performance from Alivia and pretty
solid defense,” Westfield 12U Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald [also the
Westfield High School Head Coach]
said.

Ali Verga, in her four plate appear-

ances, tapped an RBI single, walked
three times and scored three times.
Laguna singled, was hit-by-a-pitch,
scored twice and had an RBI. Narciso
rapped an RBI single and scored twice.
Brooks walked twice and scored
twice. Calugay walked twice, banged
a long RBI sacrifice fly to center and
scored once. Kamienski singled,
walked and had two RBI. Cat Woolard
singled, walked and scored once. Ella
Renshaw reached base safely in her
third at-bat.

Interestingly, some of the hardest
hit balls were launched off the bats of
Addis and Macaluso, who scored
once, but like Calugay’s long sac fly,
Colonia centerfielder Caitlyn Dugan
managed to chase them down.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

BIALOS SILENCES SEBS, SEMPLE 3 HITS, BARBA 3 RUNS

St. Joe Unsettles St. Sebastian
In St. Bart’s Softball, 13-2
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike in their previous meeting
where they were mercy ruled via 15+
runs, the St. Joseph boys unsettled the
St. Sebastian machine, 13-2, in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 21. Prior to
their meeting, St. Sebastian had been
snuggled nicely in second place on
the league standings behind St.
Vincent but after a disappointing, 10-
6 loss to St. Moses on July 18 and
their embarrassment to the Joe boys,
the Sebs slipped percentage points
behind St. Andrew.

The Joe boys have been rising on

the up side knocking off the two top
teams with an 11-8 win over St.
Vincent on July 18 and with the shel-
lacking of St. Sebastian. Pitcher Howie
Bialos displayed one of the most im-
pressive performances of his long
career in the league, holding the Sebs
scoreless for the first four innings,
while yielding just two singles, one a
dinking infield single to Erik Hastrup
and the other a legitimate single to
Jim Richey. Bialos’ only rocky inning
was the fifth where he allowed two
runs on four hits.

St. Joe slapped together 19 hits.
Only one went for extra bases, a two-
run double off the bat of Bob Camisa.
Harry Semple, also a veteran of many

leagues, went 3-for-3 with an RBI and
a run scored. John Junguenet went 2-
for-3 with two runs and two RBI. Jim
Barba singled twice and scored three
times. Bialos, Tom Swales (RBI) and
Frank Vecchione each singled twice
and scored once. John Makris (RBI)
singled twice and Larry Szenyi, don-
ning shorts for speed, singled, walked
and had two RBI. Paul Leso and Ed
Villaverde each singled, scored once
and had an RBI. Rich Pitonzo walked
and scored once.

Eight of St. Sebastian’s 10 hits did
come in the final three innings. An-
thony Blasi rapped a double and a
single and scored once. Mike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO ELUDE A DEFENDER...Union County All-Star quarterback Brian Oblachinski (Cranford No. 12) tries to
elude Middlesex All-Star Da’Avian Ellington (Woodbridge) during the Snapple Bowl at Kean University on July 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRING TO FIRST...St. Joseph pitcher Howie Bialos picked up a little dribbler and fires to first baseman Tom Grycan to
get the putout on St. Sebastian’s Brendan McNamara in the third inning at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 21.

UC 50+, 60+ Results – page 12
S Pl Softball Comments – page 14
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RILEY DRIVES IN PIETREWICZ, MOLLY STOGNER IN 4TH

Westfield Falls to Long Hill
In 14U Softball Action, 5-4

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is hard to beat Mother Nature.
Westfield’s 14U girls softball team
learned that lesson the hard way dur-
ing a 5-4 loss to Long Hill in a Bi-
County League game played on July
20 in Westfield.

After struggling against Long Hill
ace Gianna Peralta for much of the
game, Westfield finally managed to
rally and pull ahead with four runs in
the bottom of the sixth inning to forge
an 8-4 lead. But Mother Nature had
other ideas as a fast-moving layer of
ominous gray storm clouds rolled in
with Westfield still in the middle of a

big rally against relief pitcher Daniela
Peralta.

As the first flash of lightning flick-
ered across the sky, the umpire made
a quick and definitive decision to halt
the game before making a beeline for
the parking lot even as Westfield Head
Coach Lizzie Fox lobbied for an ex-
tension. In such a circumstance, the
game reverts to the score at the end of
the previous inning, which in this case
saw Long Hill with a 5-4 lead

“Well that is the rule,” said Fox
afterward. “It is there to keep every-
one safe. It just hurts for us because
we had fought so hard and played
really well in coming back to take the
lead.”

The controversial ending overshad-
owed what had been a classic match
between two of the top 14U teams in
the county. Long Hill came into the
game undefeated while Westfield had
just one loss to that point. Long Hill
had the advantage in sending their
hard throwing standout pitcher Gianna
Peralta into the circle. Peralta would
do her best impersonation of Eddie
Feigner on this day as she had to pitch
one player short in the outfield for the
entire game as the result of a pre game
illness.

For a while, it seemed like no big
deal as Peralta mowed down Westfield

batters, recording five strikeouts and
allowing just one run in the first three
innings.

“She was definitely the best pitcher
we have faced,” said Fox. “She threw
with a lot of velocity,”

Long Hill meanwhile got to
Westfield starter Emma Pietrewicz
for three runs in the top of the first
inning and another one in the second
to build a 4-1 lead. Westfield closed
the gap to 4-3 in the fourth inning
courtesy of a two-run double into
straightaway centerfield by Aimee
Riley, which scored Pietrewicz and
Molly Stogner, who had each walked.

Riley’s double though solidly hit

was an example of the pitfalls of play-
ing with only two outfielders as no-
body was positioned in centerfield
for Long Hill on what likely would
have been a routine fly ball.

Westfield managed to load the bases
but Peralta wriggled her way out of
trouble by retiring Emma Hanley on a
line drive to first base This turned out
to be huge as the approaching weather
definitely favored the team with the
lead.

Each team tacked on a run in the
fifth inning to make the score 5-4 in
favor of Long Hill heading into the
sixth. Pietrewicz set the aptly named
Twister batters down quietly in the

sixth, setting the stage for the dra-
matic bottom half of the inning.

Westfield took advantage of reliever
Daniela Peralta’s control issues by
loading the bases via three straight
walks. Peralta’s struggles continued
as she plunked Hailey Stogner with a
pitch forcing home the tying run.
Another walk to Hanley brought home
the go ahead run, giving Westfield
what seemed like a 6-5 lead. But with
the gray clouds now hanging omi-
nously overhead, the bigger question
was whether Westfield could get the
inning completed in order for the rally
to count.

A single by Gabby Scipichi right

into the open centerfield grass scored
two more runs for Westfield giving
them an 8-5 lead. Then the lightning
lit up the sky and that was it. The game
was quickly called and the score at the
end of the precious inning which saw
Long Hill holding a 5-4 lead would be
official.

The weather rolled in so quickly
that Coach Fox did not even have the
option of telling her players to swing
and miss in order to get three quick
outs. With both teams assured of high
seeds in the upcoming playoffs, it is
unlikely that an appeal to the league
would result in a continuation of the
game at any future date.

VIRCIK BLASTS 3-RUN HR, STREEP EXCELS ON MOUND

Amer. Legion 60+ Seniors Stop
Cranford VFW in Softball, 17-3

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

George Vircik blasted a three-run
in the park homer and drove in five
runs overall to power American Le-
gion Post 229 to a 17-3 victory over
Cranford VFW Post 335 in a Union
County 60+ Men’s Softball League
contest held on July 19 at Unami Park
in Garwood. Behind some solid de-
fense, pitcher Harry Streep held the
Cranford VFW scoreless in all but
one inning as American Legion Post
229 improved to 15-4 on the season.

The Roselle based American Le-

gion team scored two runs in the top of
the first inning to jump out to a 2-0
lead. The big hit came from Jack Gilino,
who had an RBI single to right. Gilino
drove in three runs on the day. Ameri-
can Legion Post 229 built on that lead
in the top of the second scoring four
more runs to make it 6-0. Vircik ripped
an RBI single down the third base line
during the rally. Mark Cowen and Steve

Alesio also had RBI in the inning.
Post 229 was not through yet, tack-

ing on three more runs in the top of the
third inning. Gilino rapped a two-run
single and Billy Daniel also knocked
in a run to extend the lead to 9-0.
Vircik was at it again in the top of the
fourth when he smashed an RBI triple
into the right centerfield gap. Team-
mate Jim Carvano chipped in with an
RBI single that placed Post 229 in an
11-0 advantage.

Such a lead was not necessarily safe
as these two teams had played a year
earlier in a game that saw Cranford

VFW Post 335 rally from 10 runs
down in their final at-bats for victory.

The Cranford bats finally woke up
in the bottom of the fourth. Bill Early
doubled into the right centerfield gap
scoring Lou Coley, who had singled
to get VFW on the scoreboard. George
Merlo also drove in a run helping
Cranford VFW cut the deficit to 11-3
by the end of the inning.

Pitching and defense took over for
the next couple of innings with nei-
ther team able to score. Then, in the
top half of the seventh inning, Ameri-
can Legion Post 229 erupted for five
big runs. The big hit came on Vircik’s
drive to centerfield that got past the
VFW outfielders and rolled towards
the volleyball courts. Vircik kicked it
into high gear rounding second base
and heading to third. He was not stop-
ping there though as the speedy se-
nior easily legged out an in the park
three-run home run.

VFW had no last at-bat magic this

time around as they went down quietly
in the bottom of the seventh inning.
Cranford VFW dropped to 8-9 on the
season and it was their fourth loss in
five games against Post 229 this year.

“They have beaten us a lot this
year,” said Cranford VFW’s Charlie
Wischusen. “They are a good team
and the way the schedule breaks, we
have to play them a lot.”

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VICTORIOUS AT UNAMI...American Legion Post 229 emerged victorious over the Cranford VFW at Unami Park.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING OUT AN EFFORT...The Cranford VFW tried but could not figure out the pitching of veteran Harry Streep in
the game against the American Legion at Unami Park in Garwood.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD BASE...Blue Devil Lila McMahill steals third base for the 14U Westfield team in first inning against the
Long Hill Twisters in Westfield.

NORTH 8U STATE CHAMPIONS...The Cranford 8U baseball team won the
Northern New Jersey Cal Ripken State Championship. They defeated Edison, 6-
5, and will get to play in Troy, N.Y. for the Cal Ripken Mid Atlantic Regionals next
week. The team is coached by Dave Falk, Greg Fry and Jim Pitenger. The players
include Alex Affronti, Gabe Deeb, Nick Dizdar, Cooper Falk, Charlie Springer,
Tyler Muccigroso, Daniel Montes, Matt Dugan, Brody Ewing, Frank Neglio and
Aidan Capizzi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. PBA-17-
00006 to be located in Zone: R-1, on the
premises known as 112 Park Drive,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block No.
198, Lot No. 1, has been submitted by:
SCODEE Properties, LLC of 112 Park
Drive, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: No variances are being re-
quested. The application is for a fully-
conforming, by right, minor subdivision
and any additional relief that may be re-
quired from the board.

The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on August 16, 2017
at 8:00 p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford
Township Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any
person or persons affected by this applica-
tion will have an opportunity to present any
objections to the proposed development.
The Board does, however, have the right
to exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
SCODEE Properties, LLC

112 Park Drive
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Attorney for Applicant:
Scott C. Pyfer, Esq.
20 Commerce Drive Suite 135
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a professional service contract pursuant to
the “non-fair and open” process (N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.5 et seq.). This contract and
Resolution No. 2017-271 authorizing said
contract are available for public inspection
at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Jeffery Surenian, Esq,
707 Union Avenue, Brielle, New Jersey
08730

Service: Affordable Housing Legal Ser-
vices

Term: One (1) year term
Fee: Amended: Not to exceed

$25,000.00

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-16

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 21-37 (SCHEDULE OF RESI-
DENT PREFERENTIAL PER-
MIT PARKING ZONES) IN AR-
TICLE XIV (RESIDENT PREF-
ERENTIAL PERMIT PARK-
ING) IN CHAPTER 21 (VE-
HICLES AND TRAFFIC) AND
TO AMEND § 21-8.  (TWO-
HOUR PARKING)  IN ARTICLE
I (TRAFFIC AND PARKING)
IN CHAPTER 21 (VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC) OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO REVISE THE
RESIDENT PREFERENTIAL
PERMIT PARKING ZONE AND
TO REVISE THE TWO-HOUR
PARKING ZONE BY ADDING
ADDITIONAL STREETS TO
EACH.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-16, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2017.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

TAKE NOTICE THAT SEALED BIDS
FOR: SALE OF SURPLUS

SCHOOL PROPERTY
2014- 125 GALLON AQUARIUM &
PLUMBING KIT, 36 INCH STAND
WITH APPROXIMATELY 10 FISH

AS IS/WHERE IS BID #B08-01

Bids will be received by the Westfield
Board of Education on August 9, 2017 at
2:00 PM (Prevailing Time) in the Business
Office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090-3199 at which time bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud by a
representative of the Board of Education.

Prospective bidders may inspect the
Aquarium between the hours of 8:30 AM
and 2:00 PM on August 2, and 3, 2017 at
Jefferson School, 1200 Boulevard
Westfield, New Jersey.

In order to be considered, bids must be
identified on the front of the mailing enve-
lopes Aquarium bid B 08-01.

Westfield Board of Education is not li-
able for any bids lost in delivery by U.S.
Mail or by any other delivery service, or
addressed other than as specified in this
notice.

Forms and specifications for bidders are
available from the Business Office,
Westfield Board of Education, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090-3199,
any business day 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM,
telephone (908)789-4407.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to waive any informalities in bids or to
reject any and all bids if it is in the best
interest of the Board to do so.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $39.78

Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate 

Cell: 908-313-1542 | Direct: 908-233-6417 

Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com 

1501 Rahway Avenue, Westfield 

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  

Well maintained & beautifully updated Colonial situated on deep property with great yard 

space. Entry vestibule leads to a spacious formal living room with hardwood floors and a 

stone front fireplace. Off the living room is a cozy family room with cathedral ceiling and 

built-ins. Formal dining room features a corner built-in cabinet and flows into the incredible 

designer kitchen featuring abundant cabinetry, stainless steel appliances, tile backsplash, 

soapstone counters, and a convenient pot filler. An adorable screened porch off the kitchen 

and a beautiful powder room with pocket door complete the first floor. A beautiful stained 

glass window leads you up the stairs to three bedrooms and a good size main bath with large 

linen closet. Walk up attic and unfinished basement. Don't miss this charming home!  

Price Reduced to $719,000
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Westfield Downs Colonia, 12-5, in Pky League
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

St. Joe Unsettles St. Sebastian in Softball, 13-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

“Their left-centerfielder was ex-
cellent. She tracked the balls really
well, went back on the ball really
nicely, so they had a couple of really
nice defensive plays today in the out-
field,” Coach MacDonald acknowl-
edged.

Recent Westfield High School
graduate, Danielle Rinaldi, and Ally
Gulla, entering her senior year, acted
as Coach MacDonald’s assistants.
Rinaldi, who will attend Boston Col-
lege in the fall, was an outstanding
softball and basketball player and
captain of both teams.

“The GSLW [Girls Softball League
of Westfield] does an awesome job of
providing opportunities for the high
school girls to coach in the summer.

It’s a great part time job for them. It’s
a great learning experience for them.
And most importantly, I think it’s
great for these younger kids because
they get to see their role models and
they get to see young women in a
position of authority, in a position of
knowledge. They can see that they
have a lot to offer. I am lucky enough
to work with two of them but they are
scattered all throughout the age
groups,” Coach MacDonald ex-
plained.

Gulla played second base this past
spring for the Blue Devils.

“Every once in a while I can turn
around to somebody like Ally Gulla,
who is going to be playing for me next
year, and say, ‘Look! Do you see what

I see?’ They can kind of approach it
from a coach’s perspective instead of
a player’s perspective, which is dif-
ferent, and they are doing a great
job,” Coach MacDonald added.

Colonia took a 2-0 lead in the top of
the first inning. Erika Pannone singled
and later scored on a wild pitch then
Zoe Gotti, who reached base on a
force out, scored on Sam Ortiz’s single
over first. Westfield answered with
five runs in the bottom of the second.
Laguna became a hit batter, stole sec-
ond then worked her way home on
wild pitches. Brooks, who walked,
scored on Narisco’s chopping single
past first. Verga and Wooland both
walked to load the bases then

Kozlowski drove in the only runs
with a two-run single in the fifth.
Nam-June Joe, who went 2-for-3, not
only has shown vast improvement at
the plate but also with his range in
leftfield. Rich McNanna singled and
scored once, Corey Woodring singled
and Al Betau, a veteran of many
leagues, singled once in his two plate
appearances.

With Betau on the mound for the
Sebs, the Joe boys were not intimi-
dated and tagged him for three runs in
the bottom of the first inning.
Villaverde led off with a walk, Barba
singled to left and Junguenet jolted a

two-run single up the middle. Bialos
singled past second and Semple
slashed an RBI single to left-center.

Right-centerfielder Pitonzo made
a smooth running snag to help Bialos
toss a 1-2-3 second inning then his
team added a run in their half of the
inning. Vecchione singled to center,
Makris singled to left and Szenyi
yanked an RBI single over third. Blasi
at shortstop and Woodring at second
followed up with slick defensive plays
to prevent the Joes from adding more
runs.

Bialos escaped danger in the third
by performing a sparkling play him-
self and receiving help from Vecchione,
who made a shoelace snag with no
strings attached for the third out.

The blazing bats of St. Joseph hyp-
notized the Sebastian defense in the
third and by the time they snapped out
of their trance, seven Joes had tiptoed
across home plate to make the score,
11-0. Camisa bashed his two-run
double to deep center then Swales,

Leso and Makris added RBI singles
and Szenyi drew a bases-loaded walk.
Seb third baseman Todd Feinberg
stopped the bleeding with an unas-
sisted putout.

Villaverde in left and Swales at
third provided fine defense to hold
Sebastian scoreless in the fourth then
when St. Joseph came to the plate,
they noticed that Betau had been
yanked from the mound and demoted
to remote right field. Kozlowski
stepped to the mound and allowed
two unearned runs due to a
centerfielder’s throw to home skip-
ping out of play. Feinberg added an-

other fine play at third.
Finally Bialos was proven not to be

so godlike in the fifth. McNanna
drilled a leadoff single by third and
Blasi curled a double down the right
field line. Kozlowski dug in and
hopped a two-run single past second.

Swales prevented further scoring by
knocking down Brendan McNamara’s
hard grounder and alertly firing to
second for the force out.

With the help of a second-to-first
double play that he initiated,
Kozlowski held the Joes scoreless in
the fifth but Bialos was back on his
game in the sixth. Then Sebastian’s
last bastion of hope arrived in the
seventh, Blasi chopped a one-out
single over second base and
Kozlowski did the same. Feinberg
slashed a liner that was absorbed by
Camisa, who quickly tossed to Semple
at first in time to get an “out” call for

the game-ending double play, which
prompted some verbal concern. Ev-
erybody shook hands!

STANDINGS:
(As of July 21:)

TEAM W   L T
St. Vincent 10 3
St. Andrew   6 3
St. Sebastian   8 5
St. Moses   6 5 1
St. Joseph   6 5 1
St. Wolfgang   4 8
St. John Paul II   4 9
St. George   3 9

Despite their loss to St. Joseph, St.
Vincent is perched comfortably on
the top rung. St. Moses and St. Joseph
are still wedged in the middle but St.
John Paul II, weary of residing in the
dust of the cellar, made its move up-
ward with wins over St George and St.
Wolfgang, whose bark seems to be
more impressive than its bite so far.
But the month of August is near and
many changes for St. Bart’s bragging
rights may be witnessed.
St. Sebastian 000 020 0 2
St. Joseph 317 200 x 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING THIRD ON A WILD PITCH...Colonia’s Sam Ortiz slides into third base in the fourth inning after a wild pitch
as Westfield 12U third baseman Casey Laguna prepares to catch the ball.

WATCHUNG                             $2,200,000
Elegant custom built home, 2-Story Entr foyer,
sweeping staircase. 6BR/7+BA, 3fplcs. 1st flr pan-
eled library, must see! MLS 3395626

WESTFIELD                              $1,349,000
One of a kind location- Noteworthy amenities.
wonderful 5BR/3+BA residence. Delightful
design inside & out, .32 acres. MLS 3395146

WESTFIELD                              $1,325,000
Wonderful custom home situated at end of cul-
de-sac! Gourmet Kit w/SS applncs opens to lrg
FR, HWF, stunning Master Suite. MLS 3373073

WESTFIELD                              $999,999
To be built new construction Colonial style home,
4BR/3+BA, Spacious layout. Lrg FamRm w/fire-
place. 2nd flr lndry, Fnsh bsmnt. MLS 3330148

WESTFIELD                             $929,000
Classic CHC 4BR/2+BA home. Spacious styling.
Updated throughout. Beautiful Kitchen, sep dining
area. Bsmt fin. .26acre. MLS 3397796

Since 1986, the Westfield East Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience, 
Trust, Reliability & Service

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield Ask about our Coldwell Banker

Home Protection Plan 

WESTFIELD $888,000
Beautiful! Move-in Ready 4BR/2+BA home. Sunny
EIK. Mstr ste w/walk in closets. Basement Rec
Room & lndry. Big Yard. MLS 3396931

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated 

with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 96737 06/17

CONGRATULATIONS
WESTFIELD EAST

TOP PRODUCERS JUNE 2017

Top Agent
Jean Marie Morgan

Sales Associate

Top Team
The Kim

Haley Team

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

Faith Maricic
Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-08

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 42 POLICE DEPART-
MENT TO CREATE THE PO-
SITION OF POLICE CHAP-
LAIN.

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
July 18, 2017.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINAL CALL OF THE EVENING...St. Joseph first baseman Harry Semple gets the throw from second baseman Bob
Camisa to double up St. Sebastian’s Mike Kozlowski in the seventh inning at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on July 21.

Joyce Taylor 
Sales Associate 

Cell: 908-313-1542 | Direct: 908-233-6417 

Joyce.Taylor@cbmoves.com 

         2 Fairhill Road, Westfield 

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  

This gracious, impeccably decorated Colonial has been updated throughout and offers a 

truly special setting off private lane in the highly desirable Brightwood. Designer kitchen 

features custom cabinetry, top-of-the line SS appliances including 2 dishwashers. HW floors, 

crown moldings, and archways add to the charm of this classic home. Fabulous open floor 

plan! Spacious Master Suite offers a dressing area, walk-in closet, an ensuite bath with stall 

shower & oversized tub. Three additional bedrooms share the hall bathroom. Fenced 

outdoor space includes a deck, an expansive patio, and a hot tub off the den. The finished 

basement offers a large recreation room, den/exercise room, full bathroom, and laundry/

utility room. Too many features to list...truly a must see home...no detail was spared!  

Presented for $1,325,000



Page 12  Thursday, July 27, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Westfield Downs Colonia, 12-5,
In Parkway League Softball

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

50+ A DIVISION (July 23)
TEAM W L T
Deegan Roofing 18   0
Linwood Inn 13   5 1
Contact Lens & Vision   6 13 1
Joe Max Telecom   6 13

50+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L T
Roselle American Legion 17   4
Riverside Inn 12   7
Cranford VFW 11   8 1
National Energy Network 11 10
Top Line   9 11 1

50+ C DIVISION
TEAM W L
Linda’s Driftwood Bar & Grill 15 8
Waxtel Const/Bad Brains   6 15
AJ Jersey   3 17
10th St. Live Bar & Grill   2 18

Linwood Inn 19, Contact 13
The Tap House scored 8 runs in the

final two innings. Joe Sarica, Mike
DiRienzo, Slope Rzewuski, Joe
Menza, Jack Helfrich, Brian Schaefer,
Jeff Villani and Joe Lynch (3 hits
each) led Linwood. Super Jimmy
Jimenez (2 over the fence HRS) and
Peter Byer (3 hits, stellar defense) led
CLV.
Joemax Telecom 21, Roselle AL 5

JoeMax received a strong pitching
performance from Danny Nigro. Rob
Stratton (perfect at plate), and Tom
Ulichny, Mike Hoffman, Don Miller,
Steve Tansey, Pat Nigro, Andre Fisher
(HR) and Pete Costello (HR) led
Telecom. Jim McCullough, Pat
Mooney and Mike McGuire led the
Legion offensively.
Cranford VFW 15, Bad Brains 9

The VFW plated 6 in the bottom of
the 6th inning. Pitcher Mark McGlynn
(3-for-3) and Juan Moreno, Carl
Gamba, Vic Trindade, Chris
Kaminski, Dave Pringle, Jim Capizzi
and Bob Ghiretti all contributed to
the 23 hit Cranford attack. Ken
Zeidner (HR, 3RBI), Jose Cortes (HR,
2B, 3RBI) and Keith Johnson all with
3 hits and Joe Scarfuto (2 hits) led
BB.
Top Line 13, Riverside Inn 7

The Appliance Makers grabbed an
early 11-2 lead, and then held off
Riverside. Dave Ball (2 insurance
RBI in 7th inning), Bill McCormick,
Don Montefusco, Greg Hartnett and
Joe Viso (3 hits apiece) led Top Line.
Mario Fastiggi (3 hits, 3 RBI) and
Paul Newton and Steve Falco (3 hits
apiece) led Riverside.
Deegan 18, National Energy 8

After NEN plated 8 in the 2nd
inning, pitcher Peter Appolito (per-
fect at plate) pitched a gem. Farlan
Alusik (flawless at bat, monumental
HR), Donald Fisher, James Nardello
and Kevin Woodring (3B, HR) had 3
hits each. Al Feigenbaum and Angie
Melillo (both 3-for-3), and Melillo,
Bill Hillyer, Jerry Isolda and John
Campanella (each with 3 RBI) led
NEN.
Linda’s Driftwood 23, AJ Jersey 5

Kareem Draper, Doc Black and
Larry McClain each had 3 hits spark-

ing the Innkeeper offense.
AJ Jersey 24, Bad Brains 14

For AJ, Dave Rizzo (hit for cycle),
Mark Marotta (HR), Kevin Price and
Pat Ferro (3 hits each) and for the first
time every batter in lineup had at least
one extra base hit. Ken Zeidner (4
hits, 2 triples, HR, 5 RBI), Joe Scarfuto
(2B), Fred Marchev (3B) and Keith
McDede with 3 hits each, Ramon
Martinez and Keith Johnson (2 hits
each) and Mike Ju (2 RBI) led Bad
Brains.
Top Line 24, Riverside Inn 21

Riverside surged to a 17–11 lead
after 3 innings but Top Line applied 8
runs in the 4th inning and 5 runs in the
6th inning. Greg Hartnett and Dave
Lloyd (4 hits apiece) and Ron Kulik,
Bill McCormick, Dave Ball, Bob
Greco, Carey Durrett and Jose
Jimenez (3 hits each) led Top Line.
Joe Hrubash (4 hits), Dennis
Maluchnik and Rich Polonitza (3 hits
each) and Tom Wolansky (4 RBI) led
Riverside.
Linwood Inn 27, Contact Lens 26

Linwood scored the 27th run with 2
outs in the final frame. Mike DiRienzo
(5 hits), Steve Lerner, Richie Johns
and Glenn Anderson (4 hits each),
Slope Rzewuski, Josh Moore, Jeff
Villani (grand slam HR), Joe Lynch
and Joe Sarica (3 hits each) and Brian
Latham (2-run HR) led Linwood. Matt
Kasper (6-for-6, 2 triples), Big An-
thony Miccio (5 hits), and Bobby
Beiner, Lou Balestriere, David
Rothenberg and Chad Swensen (each
with 4 hits) led Contact. Super Joe
DeRosa displayed amazing defense
in left.
Deegan Roofing 13, Roselle AL 9

Nick Russo and Donald Fischer
(HR, 2 doubles) each perfect at the
plate and Kevin Woodring (double, 2
triples) led Deegan. The game ended
on a spectacular double play by out-
fielder Charlie Collins who grabbed a
fly ball in left and threw out a runner
at the plate who attempted to tag up
from third. For The Legion, pitcher
Harry Streep was supported by sev-
eral good defensive plays from Rich
Chapparro and Bill Buteau. Pat
Mooney (3-for-3) and Ed Kushner,
Bob Glassman and Ed Lubas (2 hits
each) led the offense.
Cranford VFW 14, Nat. Energy 13

Jim Capizzi’s single broke up a 13-
13 tie in the bottom of the 8th to spark
Cranford’s thrilling come-from-be-
hind triumph. Jerry Veglia (4-for-4),
Chris Kaminksi (3-for-4) and Pete
Katula (3-for-3), Phil McGovern
(played a solid 3B and added 2 hits)
led Cranford. Al Feigenbaum (4-for-
4, 5 RBI), John Rachko (4 hits) and
Gary Cuttler (2 RBI) led NEN.
Linda’s 24, 10th Street Bar 7

Mike Smith, Roy Melvin, Bob Pells
and Larry McClain (3 hits each) led
the charge for Linda’s.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

Kamienski walked to bring home
Narisco. Verga literally stole home
and Calugay hit her RBI sac fly to
center.

In the Colonia third, Brooke
Feliciano singled and later scored on
a bases-loaded hit batter. In the
Westfield third, four more Blue Dev-
ils danced home, highlighted by three
errors and RBI singles by Verga and
Kamienski. Colonia added a pair of
runs in the fourth to narrow the mar-
gin to 9-5. Ortiz plopped an infield
single, Cadence Roodenberg walked
and Gianna Dugan tapped an RBI
single past short. Roodenberg then
scored on a failed pickoff attempt.

Westfield upped its lead to 11-5 in

the lower fifth inning. Calugay walked,
stole second and scored when
Macaluso’s sharp grounder to short
resulted in a throwing error. Macaluso
then scored on Laguna’s sizzling
grounder to short.

Kamienski’s brilliant catch in right
field that she converted to a double
play cut Colinia’s sixth inning at-bats
short then Westfield added its final
run in the bottom of the inning when
Verga walked and eventually skipped
home on a throwing error.

The victory put the Blue Devils in
a strong position for the upcoming
playoffs.

“Our season is going really well. In
our Parkway League, we have two
losses. Both of them are by one run to
Cranford and Union. I think today we
clinched second place for the playoff
position, so the one [seed] will play
the fourth seed and the three will play
to two seed. Then the winners will
play on Monday night [July 24] in
Cranford. Hopefully we can come
away with the whole thing,” Coach
MacDonald said.
Colonia 12U 201 200 0 5
Westfield 12U 054 210 x 12

FUN TIME AT COOPERSTOWN. The Westfield 12U White, pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Owen Callahan, Brendan Percival, Ben Kelly, Anthony
Buoscio, Leo Mangiamele, Theo Sica, Matt Parrish, Ethan Stack, Jared Goldman,
Noah Fischer and Kevin Halleran; second row, Coaches Jason Goldman, Brett
Fischer, Ted Sica and Jim Halleran.

Westfield 12U White Advance
To 4th Round at Cooperstown

Eleven Westfield White players
arrived in Cooperstown on July 8 and
won their first pool game with a 6-5
walk-off win over Lake County Stars,
IL. They won their second pool play
game with an impressive, 14-5 win
over Druid Hills Red Devils, Ga. and
then dominated the Oakland Cy-
clones, Mich. in their third pool play
game with a 15-3 score.

After receiving a first-round bye in
the playoffs, Westfield White came
from behind in their first playoff game
in the final at-bat to knock off Ram-
page Gold, Ill., 6-5. Next, they faced
a powerful Coastal Prospects, Fla.
team in what turned out to be one of
the most exciting games at
Cooperstown All Star Village that
week. Westfield White led 3-2 enter-
ing the fifth inning when Coastal Pros-
pects scored five runs to take a 7-3.
Westfield White scored four runs in
the sixth to tie the game, 7-7, then
scored three more times in the sev-
enth inning for a dramatic 10-7, extra-
inning win.

Westfield White finally ran out of
heroics in the fourth playoff round.
They took an impressive 3-2 lead into
the sixth inning against the highly
seeded and explosive Total Baseball
Vipers, Calif.. The Vipers won on a
sixth-inning, walk-off hit to end the
magical run for Westfield White.

Westfield White highlights in-
cluded:

Anthony Buoscio – Pitched five
and 2/3 innings versus Druid Hills,
Ga. allowing only one run on three
hits. Winning pitcher for four
Westfield White wins, three of which
came in their final at bat.

Owen Callahan – Batted 9-for-22
in nine games with eight runs scored

and six RBI. A line drive blast for a
home run vs. Total Baseball Vipers.

Noah Fischer – Scored eight runs
and collected six RBI in nine games.
Pitched four overpowering innings
against Coastal Prospects, Fla. hold-
ing them to two runs on four hits over
four innings, while striking out nine.

Jared Goldman – Stroked a two-
run double with two outs in the sixth
inning to tie the game at 7-7 vs. Coastal
Prospects, Fla. and force extra in-
nings.

Kevin Halleran – Pounded 13 hits
in 21 at-bats. Scored eight runs and
totaled eight RBI. Tied for team lead
by hammering two home runs.

Ben Kelly – Smacked the team’s
first home run in Game 1 vs. MP
Express, Ill.

Leo Mangiamele – Batted 10-for-
23 with eight runs scored and nine
RBI. Tied for team lead with two
home runs, including a towering two-
run home run in the sixth inning vs.
Coastal Prospects, Fla.

Matt Parrish – Dominated Ram-
page Gold, Ill. for three innings on the
mound, only allowing three runs on
two hits over three innings.

Brendan Percival – Went a perfect
3-for-3 with two runs scored and two
RBI vs. Druid Hills, Ga.

Theo Sica – Walked and scored
with two outs in the sixth inning to tie
the game at 7-7 vs. Coastal Prospects,
Fla. and force extra innings. Great
hustle around third base and a beauti-
ful hook slide into home plate to score
the tying run.

Ethan Stack – Scored six runs in
nine games. Ripped a huge line drive
double to right field to start the sixth
inning rally, which led to a walk-off
win over Rampage Gold, Ill.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-611
AWARDED TO: Javerbaum Wurgaft

Hicks Wikstrom &Sinins, P.C., of
Springfield, New Jersey.

SERVICES: as special counsel to rep-
resent Corrections Officer Justin Garcia in
the matter entitled Reginald Curry v. UC, et
al,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-602
AWARDED TO: T & M, Middletown,

New Jersey.
SERVICES: to provide Workplace Health

and Safety Compliance and Consulting
Services

PERIOD: August1, 2017-December 31,
2017

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$56,670.00.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-598
AWARDED TO: Union County Per-

forming Arts Center Rahway, New Jer-
sey.

SERVICES: for children with autism and
related disabilities and should include se-
curing artists, rental of theater and equip-
ment

PERIOD: August 1, 2017- July 31, 2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$90,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-607
AWARDED TO: Venture & Venture
SERVICES: to provide countable work

activities programs a that offer opportuni-
ties to acquire the skills, training, knowl-
edge and work habits

PERIOD: July1, 2017-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $732,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017–612
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law of

Woodland Park, New Jersey.
SERVICES: as special counsel to rep-

resent Antonio Rivera in the matter entitled
Eric Graham v. UC, et al.

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-613
AWARDED TO: Ruderman, Horn &

Esmerado
SERVICES: as special counsel to rep-

resent Lisa Bonanno in the matter entitled
Eric Graham v. UC, et al,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-577
AWARDED TO: Community Coordi-

nated Child Care of Union County, Inc.,
Rahway, New Jersey.

SERVICES: for the establishment of a
Children’s Waiting Room in the new Fam-
ily Court building

PERIOD: August 1, 2017-July 31, 2018
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed

$131,000 and an additional amount not to
exceed $19,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-573
amending (Resolution No. 2016-542)
AWARDED TO: PROCEED
SERVICES: Social Services for the

Homeless
PERIOD: in additional six months

through December 31, 2017
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-572
amending (Resolution No. 2016-994)
AWARDED TO: Psychiatric Services
SERVICES: to the patients of Corner-

stone Behavioral Health Hospital of Union
County for weekend and holiday coverage

PERIOD: January1, 2017-December 31,
2017

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$35,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-575
AWARDED TO: Urban League of

Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
SERVICES: for the Reconnections pro-

gram to assist persons returning to the
community from incarceration to access
services to become productive citizens

PERIOD: July 1, 2017- December 31,
2017

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $50,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-574
amending (Resolution No. 2017-310)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide various activi-

ties, programs and services
PERIOD: six months grant through De-

cember 31, 2017
COSTS: in the amount of $76,324.00 for

a grand total of $500,678.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-576
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Bridgeway Rehabilitations Services
$27,022.00

Central Jersey Legal Services $6,000.00
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less $90,995.00
Family Promise $33,049.00
PROCEED $40,396.00
The Salvation Army (Elizabeth)

$32,443.00
The Gateway Family YMCA $34,006.00
Urban League of Union County

$11,334.00
YMCA of the Plainfield Area $55,000.00
YWCA of Eastern Union County

$11,125.00
SERVICES: to provide essential social

services to help prevent homelessness
PERIOD: August 1, 2017-July 31, 2018
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed $341,370.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 7/20/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-597
amending (Resolution No. 2017-523)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to provide services to Union

County residents 60 years of age or older
and/or their caregivers

PERIOD: January1, 2017-December 31,
2017

COSTS: in the amount of $ 157,947.00
for a new grand total not to exceed
$4,645,821.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

60+ A DIVISION (July 23)
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 14 5
Creative Industries I 10 10
Awnings Galore II   8 9
Liberty Lighting   8 10

60+ B DIVISION
TEAM W L
American Legion 15 4
DeBellis Associates 11 5
Cranford VFW II   8 9
Avengers   6 12
Creative Industries Too   2 18

Cranford VFW 2 17, DeBellis 14
With the game knotted, 8-8, singles

by Vic Trindade, Mike Volpe, Gerard
McDermott, George Merlo, and
Charlie Wischusen’s bases-clearing
double plated five in the fifth to give
the Vets the lead for good. Volpe (4-
for-4), Dave Drechsel, Jerry Gaeta,
Merlo, Ernie Spinelli (agile at first
base) and Trindade (3 hits each) sup-
ported winning pitcher Tom
Rutkowski’s complete game. Rich
Silva and Bruce Bilotti (3 hits each, 2
runs scored), Howard Walker (HR)
and Dennis Wilckens with 3 hits each
led DeBellis.
Awnings II 19, Creative Too 4

Awnings Galore II played near flaw-
less defense and had home runs from
Richie Traub and Tom Pasko. Gary
Cuttler (3R, RBI), Pete Osborn (2B,
3B, 2R, 3RBI) and Ray Meigs (R,

2RBI) were each 3-for-3.
Liberty Lighting 13, Creative I 6

LLG received terrific offensive
performances from Tom MacDermant
and Steve Pietrucha while flashing an
almost flawless defense. Tom
Straniero (3H), Geoff Polston (3H)
and Mark Mariski (2H) who were
perfect at the plate, and Tom Lombardi
and Karl Grossmann (2 hits each) led
Creative.
American Legion 24, Avengers 9

Avenger Ron Horinko had 2 hits.
Kilkenny House 8, Creative I 7

The lead changed several times
before Kilkenny scored 3 runs in the
top of the 6th on an RBI double by
Don Montefusco and a two-run single
by Ed Klecan. Creative answered with
two runs to tie it up at 7. In the 7th,
Kilkenny squeezed out a run on a
single by Al Feigenbaum only to have
the second run thrown out at the plate
then CI put the tying and winning runs
on base, only to leave them stranded
on a great defensive catch by Tom
Beninato and George Brokaw’s pitch-
ing. Creative pitcher Tom Lombardi
held Kilkenny to 3 earned runs in the
loss. Dennis Watson and Brian Will-
iams (both perfect at plate) and Tom
Straniero and Rick Wilson led Cre-
ative offensively.
Awnings 24, The Avengers 14

Pounding 31 hits, seven players
had 3 or more hits for Awnings, in-
cluding Danny Mendoza (two 3B,
4R, 3RBI) and Pete Osborn (2B, 3B,
3R, 4RBI) who were both 4-for-4.
Rich Traub (5R, RBI), Tom Pasko
(2B, R, 3RBI), Bobby Lorincz (R,
2RBI), Ray Meigs (R, 2RBI) and
Bruce Symon (3R, RBI) had 3 hits
each. For the Avengers, Ron Horinko,
Bill Moore (2B, 3B), Pete Gelesky,
Richie Krov, Dave Goodman, Joe
Brown and Alan Schachman had a
pair of hits each.
American Legion 17, Cranford
VFW 2 3

Vets Dave Drechsel had two hits
followed by Bill Early, Gerard
McDermott, George Merlo, Pat
Ahern, Joe Mitarotonda, Jerry Gaeta,
Tom Rutkowski and Lou Koehler with
one hit each.
Creative Too/Zebro 17, DeBellis
Associates 5

A complete team effort, both at the
plate and on the field, sparked Cre-
ative Too to victory. For DeBellis, Art
Martines (3B, 2R) and Bruce Bilotti,
who kept his hot hitting streak alive,
each had 3 hits. Bob Mancini, Dave
McFall and Jorge Barca added 2 hits
apiece.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Standings:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
regular meeting of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains scheduled
for September 11, 2017 has been resched-
uled for September 18, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers. All interested
persons may be present and be heard in
accordance with the rules of the Planning
Board.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 7/27/17, The Times Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a professional service contract pursuant to
the “non-fair and open” process (N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.5 et seq.). This contract and
Resolution No. 2017-273 authorizing said
contract are available for public inspection
at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Riker Danzig Scherer
Hyland & Perretti LLP, One Speedway
Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey 07962

Service: Labor Attorney Legal Service
Term: One (1) year term
Fee: Not to exceed $7,000.00

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-09

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 58 ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGES.

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
July 18, 2017.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $17.34

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME SAFELY...Westfield 12U’s Cat Woodard slides home safely in
the second inning against Colonia during a Parkway League game in Westfield.
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Union County All-Stars ‘Strike’ in 4th; Down Middlesex County All-Stars in Snapple Bowl, 27-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

yard reception. Cranford Cougar Joe
Norton made several key punts in the
struggle and kicked a point after TD.

This year’s Snapple Bowl began
with the Middlesex All-Stars taking
the opening kickoff and grinding the
ball down to the Union 11 where Ryan
Szatkowski (Spotswood) attempted a
28-yard field goal that sailed wide
right with 5:38 left in the first quarter.

Cranford quarterback Brian
Oblachinski engineered Union
County’s first drive, which featured
him firing a 50-yard bomb to Drew
Stephens (Roselle) placing the ball
on the Middlesex 17. After the drive
stalled at the five early in the second
quarter, Union’s Nick Arcieri
(Brearley) attempted a 22-yard field
goal that also sailed right. Next,
Middlesex’s lack of a drive was
heavily influenced by an 11-yard sack
inflicted by Max Michel (Elizabeth).

Union got great field position on
the Middlesex 36 and after a first
down, quarterback Gerald Hairston

(Roselle) fired a shot into the end
zone where Cranford’s Ryan Bakie
made a valiant outstretched attempt
but the ball was just out of his reach.
Hairston, however, did strike gold
when he hit Stephens on the left side-
line for a 25-yard TD with 6:25 left in
the half. With Oblachinski holding,
the PAT was good.

Middlesex caught a break on their
next possession when a late hit re-
sulted in a 15-yard penalty but Union’s
defense did some breaking of its own
to give its offense another chance. AL

Johnson’s Nick Fischetti kept on a
fourth-and-three to get a first down.
Piscataway cornerback Brevin
Donerson, however, picked off a pass
at the 15 and returned it to the 33
where he hit a brick wall in Al-Tariq
Jones (Union) just before the half.

At the beginning of halftime,
Cranford Cougar linebacker Brian
McGovern said, “It’s fun to strap it up
one more time with these guys you have
been playing with since third grade. But
it’s fun to play with these kids, who you
have never played with before. It’s a
good experience just to have, like the
whole Union County team to come
together to beat Middlesex.”

McGovern will be taking on a new
climate in the fall. “I am going out to
New Mexico. [As to playing football]
Not this year but the following year I
will be,” he said.

Oblachinski added, “It’s definitely
different but it’s great. We got every-
body from Union County coming to-
gether. It’s kind of hard learning a

new offense in only a week of prac-
tice but coach did a great job teaching
us. It’s fun to play with different kids
from different towns.”

Oblachinski will be playing base-
ball at Montclair State University.

“I am going to miss it [football] a
lot. I’m excited I get to play in one last
game but I’m definitely going to miss
it but I want to play baseball.”

Bakie said, “It’s definitely an honor
to come out here one more time to
play high school football again. It’s
great competition, some of the best

players from Union County and
Middlesex County. It’s a good game.
It’s only 7-0 at half and I hope it
continues that way.”

Bakie, who will be playing football
at Bryant University in Smithfield,
R.I. and Yes! He will be rooting for
the Patriots, added, “I go up in about
two weeks. I am excited to get back
out there, back into the full swing of
football season. Hopefully we can do
something up there at Bryant.”

Mother nature got into the act at
halftime and fired some lightning of
her own, heavily influencing all spec-
tators to seek shelter for an extended
amount of time.

During the Mother Nature inter-
mission, Westfield Blue Devil defen-
sive lineman Jeff Gagum, who will
play football at Kean University in

the fall, said, “The Snapple Bowl is a
good experience. We get to play
against the guys that we went against
during the regular season. It’s like

going out on a good note because it’s
your last official high school game. I
am playing my last game with my
friend Max here. After this, we will
not get to play with each other again.
I am taking it as an honor to play in it.”

Blue Devil offensive limeman Max
Schwetje added, “It’s an honor to
play. A great feeling to get selected
for a game like this. There’s a good
purpose behind it too. It’s not just
about football, it’s about raising
money for people with special needs.
Being able to wear my Westfield hel-
met one more time is definitely a
good feeling and playing with my
brother Jeff over here. It’s great!”

Schwetje will play football at
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.

“This has been a fun experience.
These two guys are amazing athletes,
amazing football players. They are
competitors. We hope we can push
ourselves to do more,” Scotch Plains-
Fanwood offensive lineman Izu
Moxie expressed. Mozie will be go-
ing to Kings College in Wilkes-Barre,
Pa. and will play football.

Middlesex got its offense sparking
in the third quarter when South
Plainfield wide receiver DeShai
Smith’s reception set up Mike Liberti’s
(Sayreville) TD plunge to knot the
score. Early in the fourth quarter,

Oblachinski engineered a long drive
that ended when he connected with
Bakie for a 27-yard TD. After the
missed PAT, Union led 13-7.

Back came Middlesex to seize a
14-13 lead when Smith grabbed a 22-
yard TD reception tossed by Colonia
quarterback Tyler Layton. But late in
the quarter, Fischetti scored to put
Union on top, 20-14. The backbreaker
came next when Union cornerback
Justin Beckett intercepted a
Middlesex last-ditch effort then
Rahway running back Terrance
Anderson took it in for the score.
Middlesex Co.   0   0   7   7 14
Union County   0   7   0 20 27

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PICKING UP SOME YARDAGE...Union County All-Star Nick Fischetto (AL
Johnson No. 21) picks up some yardage against the Middlesex All-Stars.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LUNGING FOR POSITIVE YARDAGE...Union County All-Star running back
Mike Barletta (New Providence No. 24) lunges for positive yardage.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST OUT OF REACH...Union County All-Star wide receiver Ryan Bakie
(Cranford No. 4) dives for a pass that is just beyond of his reach.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A 50-YARD RECEPTION...Union County All-Star wide receiver Drew Stephens
(Roselle No. 1) hauls in a 50-yard pass from QB Brian Oblachinski (Cranford).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN HOT PURSUIT...Union County All-Star defensive lineman Jeff Gagum
(Westfield No. 44) chases Middlesex running back Keshaun Henry (Woodbridge).

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Peter DiNizo
Mason & Contractor

*All Mason Work
*Waterproof Basement
*Professional Electrical

Work with Lic.

Fanwood, NJ
Office: 908-889-5771
Cell: 908-456-1258

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

DOUGHERTY PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots

Concrete & Masonry

Excavation • Seal Coating

Brick Paver Walkways & Patios

Curbing • Retaining Walls

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED
LIC #13VH03926300

908-561-6452

Mountain Mortgage Corp.

NO PMI
3.700% / 3.750%

30 Year Fixed Rate
Max Mortgage 750K

Purchase
Min. 10% 

Down Payment

Refinance 
(Cash out OK)

Up to 90% of Value

1435 Morris Ave., Union, NJ
908-686-7722

(Rates subject to change)
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking NMLS #4868

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-025512-16
FILE NO. 22326-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
NANNIE R. ST. CLAIR, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ARCHIE GEORGE, JR.,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; JERSEY MORT-
GAGE COMPANY; VAN-
GUARD FINANCIAL GROUP
MD;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Second Amended Complaint filed in a
Civil Action, in which PRO CAP II, LLC BY
ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK is the plaintiff
and NANNIE R. ST. CLAIR, HER HEIRS,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-025512-16 within thirty-five
(35) days after July 27, 2017 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Second Amended
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-00292,
sold on 6/2/2014, dated 6/11/2014, and
was recorded on 8/6/2014 in Book 13799
at Page 892, made by PAUL M .LESNIAK,

Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to PRO CAP II, LLC
BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK and sub-
sequently assigned to plaintiff, PRO CAP
II, LLC BY ITS CUSTODIAN US BANK.
This covers real estate located in ELIZA-
BETH, County of UNION, and State of New
Jersey, known as LOT 812 BLOCK 8 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of ELIZABETH and
concerns premises commonly known as
469 HENRY STREET, ELIZABETH, New
Jersey.

YOU, NANNIE R. ST. CLAIR, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
ARCHIE GEORGE, JR., HIS HEIRS, DE-
VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, JERSEY MORTGAGE COM-
PANY, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on May
24, 1963, James B. St. Clair & Nannie R.
St. Clair, executed a mortgage to Trenton
Automatic Inc. in the amount of $1,485.00,
which mortgage was recorded on May 31,
1963 in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office in Mortgage Book 2566
at page 560. Said mortgage is subordinate
to the Plaintiff’s lien.

On May 24, 1963 the aforesaid mort-
gagee assigned all its right, title and inter-
est in and to said Mortgage to Jersey
Mortgage Company by way of Assignment
of Mortgage of that date, which Assign-
ment of Mortgage was recorded in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office
on May 31, 1963 in Book 273 of Assign-
ment of Mortgages at page 335.

YOU, VANGUARD FINANCIAL GROUP
MD, are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on May 31,
2001, a judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Union County,
by Vanguard Financial Group MD against
Archie George disclosing a debt in the
amount of $2,192.22, plus costs and inter-
est. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. DJ-095728-2001. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: July 21, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $108.63

PUBLIC NOTICE
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GEARING UP FOR ACTION...The Union County All-Stars gear up for Snapple
Bowl action with the Middlesex All-Stars at Kean University on July 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN FOR THE KILL...Union County All-Star linebacker Brian McGovern
(Cranford No. 31) and several teammates close in for a gang tackle.
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MONDAY DIVISION:
1- Five Guys
2- Sofa Kings
3- Gas House Gorilla’s
4- Modern Trucking
5- Primo’s Hoagies
6- Darby Road

WEDNESDAY DIVISION:
1- Sheelan’s Crossing
2- River and Rail
3- Diva’s Salon
4- Deborah Citarella-Coldwell Banker
5- Charlie Brown’s
6- A-1 Tree Service

Commissioner’s Comments:
On Monday night, I cannot tell you

who a flat-out favorite is because they
have all beaten each other up pretty
well. I have seen the first five seeds
make a strong, few-week run where
each could have been the top seed.
And I have seen them all have a hic-
cup in the road that shows each can be
vulnerable.

Five Guys: Slow and steady wins
the race, and it certainly does not hurt
to have “Big Pete” hitting 350-foot
bombs on occasion. John Hagy keeps
this team in contention every year,
and this was no different. One thing
for certain is they always come to
compete.

Sofa Kings: This team is like a
European soccer team with all the
sponsors they have on their shirt. They
threw their GM off the squad. The
only question about them is will soon
to be married pretty boy Josh
Finkelstein keep back-handing ground
balls at third to avoid getting injured
before the wedding, or will he be
replaced by storied veteran Doug
Della Donne, who is playing out his
contract, and looking to hang on a few
more years?

Gas House Gorilla’s: Last year’s
Studs have taken a back seat to a bye
this year, but do not put flowers on
their grave yet. They are the Jeckyl and
Hyde of the league this year, so it can
be an early exit, or smelling the roses
once again for Matty’s Warriors.

Modern Trucking: This 4 v 5 game
is probably the one game there is not
a clear cut favorite in, as Modern
Trucking is a team that no one wants
to play. They play like Champions,
and then look like a U11 all-star team.
They hit, run and have cannons, but
can they raise their softball IQ to play
with the big boys?

Primo’s Hoagies: Bobby Camisa
made a few changes to the roster, and
his Hoagie Lovers had a great run in
the middle of the year, only to fall into
a summer slide as the season came to
an end. Can he crank his team’s old
bones up for a playoff push? Father
Time will tell.

Darby Road: They may serve the
best burgers in Town, but this team
has had a hard time getting into a
rhythm this year. I remember a few
years ago when they put on the worst
to first run in the playoffs, so never
say never with these guys.

On Wednesday night, we have a
different scenario. We have typically
had a team that has had a good five-
year run on Wednesday night’s where
everyone else chased the rabbit. This
year is no different, but this year the
bottom of the night is much more
balanced than previous years’ teams.
Do you believe in miracles?

Sheelan’s Crossing: The name
changed, but the domination contin-
ues. We remember when a few years
back when no one could beat the
undefeated Patriots on their way to
the coronation as Super Bowl Champs,
and a funny thing happened on the
way to the ring sizing. Let’s see if

their new sponsor will prominently
display the hardware.

River and Rail: This has been a
longtime nemesis of this year’s top
gun, as Steve Brainard continues to
piece together a solid squad for the
summer run. The recent stumble
against A-1 could be the wakeup call
needed for that 3 week call to duty.

Diva’s Salon: Always a bridesmaid,
never the bride, this team provides
more entertainment when they argue
amongst themselves than any other
squad. They always seem to self-im-
plode, but here is another team that
can take anyone down when they are
hitting on all cylinders. They defi-
nitely have the oldest pitching staff in
the league with Germinder and
Cornaccia on the mound, so can the
Brothers Rusin motivate the team?

Deborah Citarella-Coldwell
Banker: By far the longest name any
sponsor has ever had, and the only team
that has beaten Sheelan’s in the past two
years. I have heard a Mike Rempter
motivational speech before, and it is a
far cry from winning one for the Gipper.
One of the three young teams in the
league this year, so to say they will show
up to play is anyone’s guess.

Charlie Brown’s: Here is a squad
that has been buried at the bottom for
many years, and made a few changes
this year, and competitiveness is again
part of their vocabulary. It may not
have shown up as too many wins
during the season, but I would slot
them as most improved as a team.

A-1 Tree Service: When Paul
Benovengo assembled this group early
on, losing by two and three touch-
downs seemed to be commonplace.
They were on their way to a perfect
season with no hope in sight, and
winning two of their last three has
suddenly gave the newbies hope. I
love the fact that they took their lumps
quietly, and ended the season with a
victory over the two seed. It ain’t over
till it’s over!!!

Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League Standings/Seeds:

WESTFIELD 14U SOFTBALL TEAM...Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Gabby Scipioni, Mattie Waller, Hailey Stogner, Sam Hoffman and Katie Palmer;
back row, Kayla Tupper, Lizzie Fox, Aimee Riley, Kat Wistner, Emma Pietrewicz,
Molly Stogner, Mia Fleming, Emma Hanley, Lila McMahill and Elena Scarano.

Westfield 14U Places Second
In District Softball Tourney
The Westfield 14U girls softball

team shut out Mountainside, 10-0, in
the first round of the District 2 Tour-
nament then edged Long Hill, 6-4, in
the quarterfinals on July 15. Westfield
advanced to the championship game
with a 7-0 blanking of Springfield
then fell to Cranford, 6-2, for the title
on July 16.

In the semifinal game against
Springfield, Gabby Scipioni pitched
a dominant game with a strong field
behind her. Catcher Samantha
Hoffman had no passed balls and
threw out every steal attempt. Lila
McMahill and Molly Stogner were an
unstoppable duo between shortstop
and first base. There was only one
fielding error the entire game.

Offensively, Westfield started off
strong with Aimee Riley and Kat
Wistner getting on base. Emma
Pietrewicz pounded a two-run double.
Mattie Waller started off the next scor-

ing inning with a single to right field.
Riley walked and Wistner singled.
Pietrewicz added another RBI.
Hoffman followed with a two-run
single. Hoffman scored on a RBI from
Stogner.

In the championship game against
Cranford, Pietrewicz pitched a strong
game but the Cougars’ bats were ready
to go. Molly Stogner and Hailey
Stogner both had strong defensive
games.

McMahill, Hailey Stogner and
Emma Hanley all found their way on
base via walks. Then Mia Flemming
hit a solid ball but Cranford made the
tough play home successfully. Katie
Palmer had an RBI that scored Hanley.
Later in the game, McMahill singled
to right field. Molly Stogner sizzled a
hard hit ball to third base, which
moved McMahill over then Hanley
brought her home with RBI steamer
to short.

Flyers Grab 5 Region Titles
Qualify 22 for Nationals

Thirty athletes from the Westfield
Area “Y” Flyers Track Club were
among the more than 1,500 athletes
that competed at the Regional Junior
Olympics July 6-9 in Brockport, NY.
Four Flyers captured five Regional
Championships and 22 Flyers quali-
fied to advance to the National Junior

Olympics. The National Junior Olym-
pics would be held July 24-30 in
Lawrence, Kansas.

Regional Champions:
Alexandra Bonn – Girls 11-12 –

Pentathlon and Long Jump, Grace
Endy – Girls 13-14 – 3,000m Race
Walk, Melissa Endy – Girls 17-18
Division – 3,000m Race Walk, Chris
Salkowski – Boys 15-16 – Javelin

Silver Medalists:
Emma Muir – Girls 9-10 – Javelin

and Triathlon, Alexandra Bonn – Girls
11-12 – 80m Hurdles, Gabriel Jackson
– Boys 11-12 – Javelin, Bryan Tucker
– Boys 11-12 – 200m Dash, Damian
Scouloukas – Boys 11-12 – Long Jump,

Katherine Hamilton – Girls 13-14 –
800m, Paul Koizumi – Boys 13-14 –
3,000m Race Walk, Braden Stryker –
Boys 13-14 – Discus

Bronze Medalists:
Emma Muir – Girls 9-10 – High

Jump, Alexandra Bonn – Girls 11-12 –
High Jump, Elizabeth Koizumi – Girls

11-12 – 1,500m Race Walk, William
McGlynn – 800m and 3,000m , Damian
Scouloukas – Boys 11-12 – Pentath-
lon, Gabriel Jackson, Caudell Cajuste,
Andrew Vilarin and Orlando Guzman
Jr – Boys 11-12 – 4x400m relay

The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers Track
Club is a USATF certified club that has
grown to train over 700 athletes in
grades 2-8 throughout the year with
programs in Westfield and Cranford.
They offer two levels of participation
– developmental and competitive. The
Flyer’s Track Club is dedicated to
healthy competition, teamwork and
individual development. For more in-
formation call (908) 233-2700.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-10

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF CRANFORD, CHAP-
TER 136 LAND DEVELOP-
MENT, ARTICLE IX AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING, SECTION 71
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
PROGRAMS.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 136-71(B.) is re-
pealed and replaced in its entirety as fol-
lows:

B. Percentage of Mandatory Set-Asides
for All Future Residential Developments.

(1) If the Township or either the Town-
ship Zoning Board of Adjustment or Plan-
ning Board permits (or recommend the
permission of) the construction of multi-
family or single-family attached residential
development that is an “approvable site”
and a “developable site,” as defined at
N.J.A.C. 5:93-1.3, the Township or the
applicable Board shall require that an ap-
propriate percentage of the residential units
be set aside for low and moderate income
households. This requirement shall apply
beginning with the effective date of this
Ordinance to any multi-family or single-
family attached residential development,
including the residential portion of a mixed-
use project, which consists of five (5) or
more new residential units, whether per-
mitted by a zoning amendment, a variance
granted by the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, or adoption of a Redevelopment
Plan or amended Redevelopment Plan in
areas in need of redevelopment or reha-
bilitation. For any such development for
which the Township’s land use ordinances
(e.g. zoning or an adopted Redevelop-
ment Plan) already permitted residential
development as of the effective date of this
Ordinance, this requirement shall only
apply if the Township or the Township’s
Land Use Board permits an increase in
approvable and developable gross resi-
dential density to at least twice the permit-
ted approvable and developable gross
residential density as of the effective date
of this Ordinance. Nothing in this para-
graph precludes the Township or the ap-
plicable Board from imposing an afford-
able housing set-aside in a development
not required to have a set-aside pursuant
to this paragraph consistent with N.J.S.A.
52:27D-311(h) and other applicable law.
For inclusionary projects in which the low
and moderate units are to be offered for
sale, the appropriate set-aside percent-
age is 20 percent; for projects in which the
low and moderate income units are to be
offered for rent, the appropriate set-aside
percentage is 15 percent. This require-
ment does not create any entitlement for a
property owner or applicant for a zoning
amendment, variance, or adoption of a

Redevelopment Plan or amended Rede-
velopment Plan in areas in need of rede-
velopment or rehabilitation, or for approval
of any particular proposed project.

This section shall not apply to develop-
ments containing four (4) or less dwelling
units. All subdivision and site plan approv-
als of qualifying residential developments
shall be conditioned upon compliance with
the provisions of this section. Where a
developer demolishes existing dwelling
units and builds new dwelling units on the
same site, the provisions of this section
shall apply only if the net number of dwell-
ing units is five (5) or more.

(2) Phasing. Inclusionary developments
shall be subject to the following schedule,
except where an alternate phasing sched-
ule has been incorporated into a develop-
ment or redevelopment agreement:

Minimum Percentage of  Low- and
Moderate-Income Units Completed

0
10
75
100

Maximum Percentage of
Market-Rate Units Completed

25
25 + 1 Unit

75
90

(3) Fractional Units. If 15 or 20 percent of
the total number of units in a development
results in a fraction or decimal, the devel-
oper shall be required to provide an addi-
tional affordable unit on site.

Example: an 8-unit development requir-
ing an affordable housing set-aside of 1.6
units is proposed. The developer is required
to provide two on-site affordable units.

(4) Integration Of Affordable Units. In
inclusionary developments, to the extent
possible, low- and moderate-income units
shall be integrated with the market rate
units.

(5) Utilities. Affordable units shall utilize
the same type of heating source as market
units within the affordable development.

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be-
come effective upon final passage and
publication according to law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
July 18, 2017 and will be further consid-
ered for final passage after public hearing
to be held at the Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
on Tuesday, September 12, 2017 at 8:00
PM or as soon thereafter as this matter can
be reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concern-
ing such ordinance.

Tara Rowley
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $120.36

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

The Planning Board of Westfield, New
Jersey will meet on Monday, August 7th
2017 in Council Chambers, Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 pm to hear
and consider an application seeking Pre-
liminary and Final Major Site Plan ap-
proval with variances from the require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance for property located at 433-437 North
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey, Zone Dis-
trict GB-3, Block No. 3201, Lot No. 13 filed
by North 433, LLC, P.O. Box 160, Westfield,
New Jersey. Applicant has renovated a
formerly vacant automobile sales and ser-
vice building and has erected an addition
to the building with parking and landscap-
ing. All plans were previously approved
and variances were granted as stated be-
low. Applicant seeks approval and a “C”
variance for a pergola structure that was
erected on the property in conformance
with the approved plans. Such Pergola is a
residential structure in accordance with
the local land use ordinance and requires
variance approval for construction on a
commercial property. Therefore, the Ap-
plicant seeks variance relief from the be-
low section of the Land Use Ordinance.

VARIANCES REQUESTED
Section 11.28.D: Any use or structure

other than those uses or structures permit-
ted in subsection 11.28 A, B, or C are
prohibited where a pergola has been con-
structed/ is proposed.

Section 13.01.B: All accessory build-
ings and other roofed accessory structures
shall be either attached to the principal
building in a substantial manner as set forth
in subsection C, below, or detached from
the principal building. If detached, acces-
sory buildings and other roofed accessory
structures shall be located at least ten (10)
feet, or the height of said accessory struc-
ture, whichever is greater, from any princi-
pal building located on the same lot.

The following variances were granted at
prior hearings of the planning board:

VARIANCES GRANTED (PB 15-24)
Section 12.08.C: Retaining walls shall

not exceed four (4) feet in height, where
proposed railroad tie retaining walls of 4.6
feet to 6 feet and a concrete retaining wall
of 6 feet to 8 feet are proposed.

Section 12.08.H: Retaining walls shall
be setback from the property line a dis-
tance of at least one (1) foot for each foot
of height of retaining wall where a setback
of 0.9 feet for a 4.8 foot wall, a setback of
3.0 feet for a 6 foot wall and a setback of 5.5
feet for an 8 foot wall are proposed.

Section 17.03.C.3: Non-residential uses
and property located in non-residential
zones abutting residential zones parking
areas and driveways shall be set back at
least ten (10) feet from any abutting prop-
erty located in any residential zone, where
a driveway setback of 1.6 feet is proposed
abutting a residential zone. A pre-existing
nonconforming parking setback of 1.4 feet
currently exists along a residential zone.

VARIANCES GRANTED (PB 15-08)
Section 10.11.E: No lighting structure

shall exceed a height of fifteen (15) feet
above normal grade in the vicinity of the
light fixture, where light fixtures with a
mounting height of eighteen (18) feet are
proposed. Light fixture mounting height of
eighteen (18) feet is pre-existing noncon-
forming.

VARIANCES GRANTED (PB 14-11)
Section 17.02.C.5.b: Whereas one (1)

space per 200 square feet gfa (55 spaces)
are required. 48 parking spaces are Pro-
posed.

Section 16.04.E.1.b: Height of wall signs
shall not exceed the height of the ground
floor or twelve (12) feet, whichever is less,
where main entrance wall sign is proposed
at height of 13 feet 6 inches.

Section 16.04.E.2.b: Height of wall signs
shall not exceed the height of the ground
floor or twelve (12) feet, whichever is less,
where a corner lot wall sign is proposed at
a height of 13 feet 6 inches.

Section 16.04.E.2.d: The vertical di-
mension of corner lot sign shall not exceed
1 1/2 feet, where a wall sign with a vertical
dimension of 2 1/2 feet is proposed.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
The plans and application are on file in the
Engineer/Planning Office, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be viewed by the public Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a. m. to 4:30 p.m.

THE BEINHAKER
LAW FIRM, LLC

33 Bleeker Street, Suite 210
Millburn, New Jersey 07041

1 T - 7/27/17, the Leader Fee: $95.88

PUBLIC NOTICE

FUN FILLED EMOTIONAL DAY...The 10U Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
went 2-1 in the 10U NJ Cal Ripken State Tournament in Wayne, NJ. The photo
captures the boys emotions after their 4-3 walk-off win over Ridge. Cooper Stahely
singled home CJ Bates to give the Raiders the win.

GREAT EXPERIENCE IN COOPERSTOWN...The Westfield 12U Grey team
competed in Cooperstown All-Star Village Baseball Tournament the week of July
9 in NY. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ethan Composto, Chris Kelly,
Connor Loggie, Eddie Davenport, Billy Ryan and Ryan Bertsch; middle row,
Zach Park, Alex Duncan, Patrick Lanza, Alvin Minor, TJ Halloran, Jonathan
Boufarah and Evan Alexander; back row, Coaches Darren Composto, Ed Daven-
port, John Lanza and Jed Kelly.

FSPY Swimmers Competed
At Long Course Championship

The Long Course Championship
season kicked off this past weekend
with the Silver Bronze Champion-
ships held at Rutgers University.
Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y” (FSPY)
swim team entered 72 swimmers at
this three-day meet which ran from
July 14 through July 16. There were
numerous best times achieved from
many swimmers across all age
groups.

The following swimmers achieved

Gold times, which qualifies them to
swim at the NJ Long Course Junior
Olympics to be held on July 27 to 30:

9-10: Victoria Gee (400-free, 200-
free, 50-free), Phoebe Kaplan (100-
breast), Dylan Condell (200-free)

11-12: Billie Rose Sherratt (200-
free, 100-back), Owen Higinbotham
(100-free)

13-14: Corey He (100-free), Chloe
Howell (50-free), Fiona Strout (100-
free)

FIRST PLACE RELAYS:
13-14 Boys 200-free: Corey He,

Aidan Trenery, Dylan Negron, Sean
Merkle

13-14 Girls 200-free: Chloe
Howell, Rachel Small, Abigail Ryan,
Amanda Pina

15+ Girls 200-free: Martha
Lewand, Marcelina Krowinska,
Hannah Davis, Angelina Hansel

The “Y” is the nation’s leading non-
profit committed to strengthening com-
munities through youth development,
healthy living and social responsibil-
ity. For information on membership or
programs, or to request a schedule of
classes, call (908) 889-8880 or visit
www.fspymca.org. Financial assis-
tance is available for those who qualify.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 25th of JULY
2017, and that said Ordinance will be con-
sidered for final adoption at a meeting of
the said Township Council to be held in the
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on
the 8th day of AUGUST 2017 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinance and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nance can be obtained from the Township
Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2017-15

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
PARKING ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER.

ORDINANCE 2017-16

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 4 (PEDDLERS, SO-
LICITORS AND TRANSIENT
MERCHANTS) IN CHAPTER
IV (GENERAL LICENSING) OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

ORDINANCE 2017-17

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLE-
MENT AND AMEND SCHED-
ULE VII (THROUGH
STREETS) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO DESIGNATE
SENGER PLACE AS A NO-
THROUGH STREET.

ORDINANCE 2017-18

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE IV (TIME LIMITED
PARKING) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO RESTRICT PARK-
ING ON CERTAIN STREETS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 7/27/17, The Times Fee: $51.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 25th of July
2017.

ORDINANCE 2017-13

AN ORDINANCE REGULAT-
ING THE STATUTORY AU-
THORITY OF VERIZON NEW
JERSEY INC., ITS SUCCES-
SORS AND ASSIGNS, TO USE
THE VARIOUS PUBLIC
STREETS, ROADS, AV-
ENUES AND HIGHWAYS AND
OTHER PUBLIC WAYS IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, UNION COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY, FOR ITS LO-
CAL AND THROUGH LINES
AND OTHER COMMUNICA-
TIONS FACILITIES AND PRE-
SCRIBING THE CONDITIONS
THEREOF.

ORDINANCE 2017-14

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 7/27/17, The Times Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted a resolution
at its meeting on July 24, 2017, for the
following application decided upon at the
meeting held on July 10, 2017.

Diane Spess Nigam, 837 Ramapo
Way. Applicant sought approval for a pool
enclosure contrary to Section 13.02D5 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a 4 foot
high, open-style fence, along the pool pe-
rimeter, where a 6 foot high, solid fence
enclosure is required. Application approved
with conditions.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 7/27/17, The Leader Fee: $17.34

GOOD DELIVERY...J.J. Stueck of
Scotch Plains delivers a pitch during a
home baseball game. Stueck was one of
11 Wardlaw-Hartridge athletes, includ-
ing Jane Anderson-Schmitt (Scotch
Plains – softball) who were named to
All-Division teams in the Greater
Middlesex Conference.

Westfield Flyers show their medals after the Regional Junior Olympics
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FOR REAL

Looking for an apartment? Need a secretary? 

Want to sell your car - or buy a car? Advertise in 

our Classified Columns! Every week these needs 

and dozens of others are rapidly and efficiently 

filled thanks to the “pulling power” of our 

Classified Columns. Submit your Ad from the 

comfort of your home by filling out the form on 

our website. Best of all - our rates are surprisingly 

low. Let us help fill your needs today! 

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407  goleader.com/form/classified

PULLING POWER
USE THE CLASSIFIEDS

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney
FRIENDLY GOLF OUTING...Bill Neafsey, Kevin Connolly and Frank McGovern,
pictured from left to right, of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Union County,
congratulate Nick Sisk of Cranford, second from left, on winning the group’s 2017
Pete Davis Golf Classic on July 17 at the Metuchen Golf and Country Club in
Edison. The golf outing is named for Mr. Davis, a Union County native, who has
been a longtime supporter of the Friendly Sons and has held positions as an officer
and trustee throughout the years. The Irish-American group’s annual golf outing
funds its scholarship program and other charitable programs.

CLASSIFIEDS

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002480

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-046272-14

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. FUSCO, AND UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 08/16/2017
Writ of Execution: 04/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Eight Thousand Ninety-Six and 49/100***
$388,096.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 222 Central
Avenue.

Block: 5.20 (f/k/a 5.T) Lot: 62
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 000.973

AC
Nearest Cross Street: Poplar Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 5/23/2017.

Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens
and interest since 5/23/2017.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Nine
Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-Six and 65/
100*** $399,376.65 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 07/20, 07/27, 08/03
& 08/10/17 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002223

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-020972-14

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: THOMAS J. MEHALICK; MEL-

ISSA A. MEHALICK; SUMMIT ANESTHESIA
ASSOCIATES

Sale Date: 08/02/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/23/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Sixty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Three and 12/100*** $462,723.12.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 432 SECOND
AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 13, BLOCK 107 on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
GARWOOD.

Dimensions: 50.00 feet X 150.00 feet X 90.00
feet X 150 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Walnut Street.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Six Thou-

sand Twenty-Eight and 23/100*** $496,028.23
together with lawful interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 07/06, 07/13, 07/20
& 07/27/17 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002396

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006185-14

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST,
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR
PRETIUM MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: BRIAN THOMAS DOHERTY, IN-

DIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE
ESTATE OF ROBERT H. SEEDORF, DE-
CEASED; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 08/09/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/09/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Two
and 13/100*** $166,742.13.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of CRANFORD, County of UNION, State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 127 THOMAS
STREET, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016-
3133.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 14, BLOCK 515 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
CRANFORD.

Dimensions: 60 feet X 167.15 feet X 60.11 feet
X 170.71 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Lincoln Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Seventy-Five

Thousand Four Hundred Fifty-Seven***
$175,457.00 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 07/13, 07/20, 07/27
& 08/03/17 Fee: $210.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002199

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-01332-10

Plaintiff: PSB FUNDING CORPORATION
VS.
Defendant: JOHN W. BENSULOCK AND JEN-

NIFER BENSULOCK, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
FLEET NATIONAL BANK N/K/A BANK OF
AMERICA, N.A.; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

Sale Date: 08/02/2017
Writ of Execution: 07/11/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Eighty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Two and
47/100*** $287,202.47.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, and
the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1961 Grenville Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 20, in Block No. 12502.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 100 feet

wide by 100 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: FARMINGDALE ROAD.
A. 2ND QTR. TAXES OPEN; $2,665.22 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 05/
01/2017)

B. OPEN SEWER; $129.56 (OPEN PLUS
INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 06/30/2017)

C. SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MU-
NICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, IN-
SURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER AD-
VANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCER-
TAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTAND-
ING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.

D. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Two and 64/100***
$330,802.64 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 07/06, 07/13, 07/20
& 07/27/17 Fee: $206.04

‘United We Stand’ Periodicals
On Exhibit at Liberty Hall

AREA — Liberty Hall Museum,
a national historic landmark lo-
cated on the grounds of Kean Uni-
versity, 1003 Morris Avenue,
Union, will celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of the United We Stand
campaign with a special exhibition
of magazine covers, comics, post-
ers and related ephemera.

The exhibit, entitled “United We
Stand: America’s Patriotic Comics
and Magazines During World War
II,” will showcase more than 200
comics and magazines on loan from
the Steven Lomazow Collection of
American Periodicals.

In 1942, the Magazine Publishers
of America devised the United We
Stand campaign as a show of patri-
otic unity during World War II.
Nearly 1,000 magazines participated
by displaying the American flag on
their covers. The Steven Lomazow
Collection of American Periodicals
contains many of the covers from the
1942 United We Stand campaign as
well as other printed materials of a
patriotic nature.

Steven Lomazow, M.D., is a

member of the Liberty Hall Center
for History Advisory Board.

“It is an honor to share my col-
lection from the United We Stand
campaign with the patrons of Lib-
erty Hall on the 75th anniversary
of the original campaign,” said Dr.
Lomazow.

Throughout World War II, patri-
otic themes frequently appeared in
print. In 2001, shortly after the 9/11
tragedy, United We Stand covers
from 1942 were featured in an exhi-
bition at the Smithsonian Institution
in Washington, D.C. The campaign
drew its inspiration from the endur-
ing phrase “United we stand, di-
vided we fall,” which first appeared
in a pre-Revolutionary newspaper,
The Boston Gazette, in July of 1768.

“United We Stand” will open to the
public tomorrow, Friday, July 28. The
exhibit will be on view in the Liberty
Hall Museum Visitor Center through
October 2017. Liberty Hall Museum
tours will include the new exhibit and
are held hourly, Tuesday through Sat-
urday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, July 12, police filed a

report regarding a theft on the 700
block of Carleton Road. According
to the victim, one or more unknown
suspects cashed a check that had
been stolen from her checkbook in
the amount of $18,000.

Wednesday, July 12, police filed a
report regarding a shoplifting at a
business on the 200 block of East
Broad Street. The manager reported
that an unknown suspect had taken
merchandise valued at $350 without
offering payment.

Wednesday, July 12, Jordan
Estrella, 19, of Cranford was ar-
rested on charges of burglary and
theft pursuant to an investigation in
Cranford Township. Estrella was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on a sum-
mons pending a Union County Su-
perior Court date.

Thursday, July 13, Michael P.
Durkot, 19, of Clark was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop on
Terminal Avenue in Clark. He was
processed and released with a com-
plaint-summons.

Thursday, July 13, Ryan P.
Donnelly, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, possession of drug parapher-
nalia and failure to turn over a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
to law enforcement, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of
North Avenue near Central Avenue.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released with
a complaint-summons.

Thursday, July 13, Jevaughn
Travers, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop in
Westfield and charged with fraudu-
lent use of a credit card, pursuant to
a Detective Bureau investigation.
Travers was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
with a complaint-summons.

Friday, July 14, Robert Domingo,
38, of Edison was arrested on two
outstanding Galloway warrants, in-
cluding a criminal warrant with
$1,000 bail and a traffic warrant
with $500 bail, and on a charge of
possession of CDS/less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pur-
suant to a criminal investigation on
the 900 block of Summit Avenue. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released on his
own recognizance pending Munici-
pal Court hearings.

Friday, July 14, Thomas Macken,
23, of Westfield was arrested on the
600 block of Embree Crescent on
active criminal warrants from Scotch
Plains, with $750 bail, and Hillside,
with $312 bail, for a total of $1,062.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released on
his own recognizance.

Saturday, July 15, a police officer
responded to the north side train
station elevator on a report of an
unattended black backpack. The of-
ficer recovered a “Tamrac” back-
pack containing photography equip-
ment. Attempts made to locate owner
information were unsuccessful. The
backpack and its contents were se-
cured at police headquarters for safe-
keeping.

Monday, July 17, Peter Newall,
46, of Westfield turned himself in at
police headquarters on two Westfield
traffic warrants with total bail of
$114. He was processed and posted
bail.

Tuesday, July 18, a resident of the
100 block of Pearl Street reported a
motor vehicle burglary involving a
theft that occurred between 7 p.m.
on July 17 and 7 a.m. on July 18
while the unlocked vehicle was
parked in the victim’s driveway.

Tuesday, July 18, Rodney E.
Rodriguez, 19, of Linden was ar-
rested subsequent to a motor vehicle
stop on the 500 block of East North
Avenue and charged with possession

of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and failing to make proper
disposition of CDS. Rodriguez was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on a sum-
mons.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, July 10, a Park Avenue

business owner reported that over-
night someone burglarized his busi-
ness. A safe was removed and an
undetermined amount of money was
taken.

Tuesday, July 11, an employee of
a business located on the 1800 block
of East Second Street reported being
assaulted by another employee.

Tuesday, July 11, a Country Club
Lane resident reported receiving ha-
rassing telephone calls in which the
caller told the victim she owed money
to the I.R.S.

Wednesday, July 12, Alan
Weinfield, 42, of Jersey City was
arrested pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop as a result of a traffic warrant
out of Bridgewater.

Wednesday, July 12, Najiyyah
Bailey, 34, of Edison was arrested as
a result of a motor vehicle traffic
stop on a traffic warrant out of
Woodbridge.

Wednesday, July 12, a resident of
the 500 block of Forest Road re-
ported being the victim of harassing
phone calls. The unknown caller used
obscenities and threatened the vic-
tim with bodily harm.

Thursday, July 13, Krystalida An-
drew, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
on traffic warrants out of Union after
a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, July 14, residents of the
500 block of Farley Avenue, Beverly
Avenue, Cicilia Place and Forepaugh
Avenue all reported having their cars
burglarized. All the victims reported
that once they entered their motor
vehicles they observed the glove box
open and items moved around. The
victims all reported that their ve-
hicle doors were unlocked.

Tuesday, July 18, a resident of
Black Birch Road reported being the
victim of fraud. Someone opened
several different phone accounts in
the victim’s name.

Tuesday, July 18, Breanna S.
Bryant, 25, of Roselle was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
North Hanover during a motor ve-
hicle stop. Bryant was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, July 19, Ryan C.
Sinclair, 37, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of the Monmouth County Sheriff’s
Department. Sinclair was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, July 19, an employee
of a Park Avenue business reported a
theft. The victim stated that some-
one stole copper pipe out of his mo-
tor vehicle while he was inside the
store.

Thursday, July 20, David Muniz-
Luna, 31, of Pittsville, Md. was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Union City during a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, July 20, Alicia C.
Zavala, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Watchung during a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, July 20, a resident of
the 1200 block of Rahway Road re-
ported being the victim of fraud. The
victim stated that someone had
opened several credit cards in his
name.

Friday, July 21, Zarif J. Harden,

21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Elizabeth
during a motor vehicle stop. Harden
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

FANWOOD
Monday, June 26, Syrron Hall, 19,

of Plainfield was arrested on an ac-
tive warrant out of Fanwood after a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill and
Paterson Roads for a motor vehicle
violation. Hall was processed, posted
bail and released.

Tuesday, July 4, George Hahn, 54,
of Fanwood was arrested on an ac-
tive warrant out of Fanwood after a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Nichols Court for a motor ve-
hicle violation. Hahn was processed,
posted bail and released.

Wednesday, July 5, Abdul
Roberson, 37, of Newark was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Irvington after a motor vehicle stop
at Terrill Road and East Second Street
for a motor vehicle violation.
Roberson was processed, posted bail
and released.

Wednesday, July 5, Ronald
Tillman, 53, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on active warrants out of
Plainfield, Piscataway, North
Plainfield and Bridgewater after a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and East Second Street for a motor
vehicle violation. Tillman was pro-
cessed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Saturday, July 8, a resident of the
10 block of Midway Avenue reported
that an unknown person had entered
his unlocked, parked motor vehicle
and removed some loose change.

Sunday, July 9, a resident of the 17
block of Montrose Avenue reported
that an unknown person had entered
her unlocked, parked motor vehicle
and removed some loose change.

Tuesday, July 11, Luis Perez-Lara,
38, of Plainfield was arrested on
active warrants out of North
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop
at LaGrande and Beech Avenues for
a motor vehicle violation. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, July 11, Dega Cobb, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested on active
warrants out of Union after a motor
vehicle stop at Terrill Road and East
Front Street for a motor vehicle vio-
lation. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

WESTFIELD ESTATE SALE

764 Central Avenue
Saturday 7/29 10am to 3pm

Kitchen Set, Dining Room,
Bedrooms, Lamps, Art, China,
Linens, Hummels, Clothing,
Costume Jewelry & more.
DovetailsUSA.com for photos

ADMIN/CLASSROOM ASST

Office/Classroom support position
available in our preschool with
campuses in Westfield and Scotch
Plains. Days and hours are based
upon an academic school
calendar. Computer/office skills
necessary (Excel, Word) in
addition to enjoyment of children.
Please send resumes to
cwilkinson@christopheracademy.com
or call (908) 233-7447.

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

15 temp farm workers needed 9/
1/17-11/10/17. Workers will
harvest various crops according
to supervisor’s instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience hand harvesting a
perishable crop on a commercial
farm & affirmative, verifiable job
references. Guaranteed 3/4 of
contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed 40
hours. Tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Conditional
housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer’s
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr, applicable piece
rate depending on crop activity, or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employers discretion.
Worksite in Orleans Co. NY.
Report or send a resume to nearest
local NJ State One Stop Career
Center office or call 908-412-7980
& reference Job #NY-1220137.
Locust Grove Farm- Kendall, NY

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

30 temp farm workers needed 9/
4/17 – 11/15/17. Workers will
perform various tasks involved in
planting, cultivating & harvesting
various crops according to
supervisor’s instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience operating 50+hp farm
equipment & affirmative verifiable
job references. Guaranteed 3/4 of
contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed 40
hours. Tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Conditional
housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer’s
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr. or applicable
piece rates depending on crop
activity. Worksite in Orleans &
Monroe Co NY. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & reference Job
#NY-1220090. RM Zingler Farms-
Kendall, NY

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $60.

Call (908) 654-6091

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

EXQUISITE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

123 SOUTH AVE E,
WESTFIELD

Three impressive offices on the
3rd floor and separate 700sqft
space on 1st FL. $500-$2,000/
month depending on the office.

Call (908) 233-4840

HELP WANTED

Experienced Waitresses
& Waiters Needed

217 South Ave, Fanwood
(347) 410-4772
Ask for Jimmy

ROOM FOR RENT

Senior woman is relocating to
another area. She is responsible,
honest & in good health. Move in
date is end of August/beginning of
September until the end of
December. Please call, if you have
any availability. (908) 463-1366

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

6 temp farm workers needed 8/
28/17-11/7/17. Workers will hand
harvest crops according to
supervisor’s instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience hand harvesting a
perishable crop on a commercial
farm & affirmative, verifiable job
references. Guaranteed 3/4 of
contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed 40
hours. Tools, supplies, equipment
provided at no cost. Conditional
housing provided for non-
commuting workers. Random
drug testing at employer’s
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr or current
applicable AEWR. Raise/ bonus
at employers discretion. Worksite
in Orleans Co. NY. Report or send
a resume to nearest local NJ State
One Stop Career Center office or
call 908-412-7980 & reference Job
#NY1220761. Dale S Root Farms
LLC- Albion, NY

Probitas Verus Honos

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Baby Driver
Runs on Hi-Test
3 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Ansel Elgort, who plays the title
character in director Edgar Wright’s
Baby Driver, stylishly employs an
entrancing balletic flair in his hip,
post millennial interpretation of what
his generation’s consummate getaway
man might be like. Using flashbacks
interspersed throughout the action-
packed drama to inform just what
goes into the making of this rare bird
of the crime world, Mr. Wright, who
also wrote the script, pens his
protagonist’s character study in the
fashion generally reserved for super-
heroes. It’s all environment, inner
genius and je ne sais quoi.

The implied question that serves as
subtext of this quick-moving, smart-
alecky glimpse into the underworld co-
hosted by Kevin Spacey doing a sarcas-
tic take on the traditional mastermind of
the operation, is the level of complicity
Baby should be charged with, if any.
Oh, sure, legally he’s as guilty as any of
the desperate cadre he’s fallen in
with…some of them pretty repulsive in
their salivating zeal for murder and
mayhem. However, subscribing to the
trend in recent years to grade likeable
perpetrators on a curve, we hope there
are loopholes in the offing.

In an early bit of exposition, Baby
dances along the sidewalk, oblivious
to much around him, twisting around
parking meters and other streetscape
trappings the way Fred Astaire and
Gene Kelly did in countless musicals.
The homemade mix pumping into his
earphones establishes the cutting edge
choreography. We soon realize that
this is hi-test stuff as the outstanding
musical score counterbalances the
rousing, hellzapoppin bank robbery
scene his fantastical driving skills just
made possible. He is for now care-
free, away clean, almost bucolic in
his celebratory prance.

In time, the baggage that has
brought Baby, tragically orphaned in
early adolescence, to this juncture,

will be listed, explained, and explored,
but not before he provocatively com-
plicates matters with a bit of love at
first sight inspired by Debora, a wait-
ress played by Lily James. Each a
drifter of sorts, their meeting recalls
the words of my favorite driver, Daniel
Goldberger, a bench-seat raconteur
who, from behind the massive wheel
of our ‘51 Buick Roadmaster would
say, if spotting an unlikely pair who
have found each other, “See, there’s
someone for everyone.”

The catchy tempo is in and of itself
refreshing in its divergence from the
usual bank heist routine, including a
novel cadence in the way Mr. Spacey’s
crime boss, Doc, labels rather than
just introduces his underlings to the
audience in a round robin of defining
insults. It is an abrasively entertain-
ing aspect of his command that sug-
gests that, for all his ingenious plot-
ting, there are greater, perhaps even
spiritual forces, fatalistically at work,
at once mocking and playing muse to
his chosen profession.

Baby has learned early on to be
wary and, as politely as he can, tacitly
declares as his own the rarefied air
high above the sordidness of his gang
mates. In his defense, by virtue of
Baby’s specialty, but also because it’s
part and parcel of a leadership style
we’ve of late come to know only too
well, Doc allows a certain amount of
the resultant antipathy among the
troops to seethe. So before long, hid-
den motivations complicate matters
and push comes to shove, further jeop-
ardizing Baby’s attempt to separate
himself from the indelible reality of
his circumstances.

From his rogue’s gallery of crimi-
nality, Mr. Wright offers samples of
utter venality in lazy Susan style. And
admittedly the shamelessly belliger-
ent soliloquys and one-upmanship in
praise of anti-social behavior are a bit
wearing on the soul. But that’s the
message, to mirror in microcosm the
raw exhibition of corruption in this
second decade of the 21st century,
when the real life effort to subvert
truth, decorum and ethics barely at-
tempts to hide its nefarious aims.

Scratch this crime drama just a tad
and you recognize the metaphor vital
to all those concerned with the assault
on all that humankind has strived to
accomplish since pulling itself up
from the muck. Religious sorts might
prefer to blame this spate of evil on
Beelzebub himself. Whatever works.
Baby, a talented entity with great
promise, through poor judgement and
a lapse into gullibility has been tossed
into the vilest of situations. We root
for him to achieve some sort of grace.

In short, with apologies to Aristotle
and Plato in stating my analysis, the
gist here is not merely good versus
evil, but a timely mini treatise on the
idea of good itself. However, for those
with no patience for movie critics
who feature themselves political pun-
dits or, worse yet, philosophers, note
that the film’s tumultuous derring-do,
especially the driving scenes, and a
splendid flow of glib dialogue can be
enjoyed despite my pontifications.
But whether viewed as a parable of
our times or exciting shoot-em-up,
Baby Driver offers a slick getaway
from the same ol’ same ol’.

***
Baby Driver, rated R, is a TriStar

Pictures release directed by Edgar
Wright and stars Ansel Elgort, Kevin
Spacey and Lily James. Running time:
152 minutes.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002555

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012614-16

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATON
TRUST

VS.
Defendant: INGRID BROWN-MANNS, AN-

DREW MANNS, JR., THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY AND THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 08/23/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/10/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven
and 80/100*** $440,877.80.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1955
Parkwood Drive, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT #8, Block #10401.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000.498 AC’
NEAREST CROSS STREET: unknown
Taxes:
Current through 2nd Quarter of 2017*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Eight Thou-
sand Five Hundred Eighty-Four and 05/100***
$458,584.05 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 07/27, 08/03, 08/10
& 08/17/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002423

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-047868-10

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A CHAMPION MORTGAGE COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: LULU BELLE ARMSTRONG, HER

HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS/HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST, JOHN DEWAYNE
ARMSTRONG, CINDY MILLS A/K/A CINDY
MILLS ARMSTRONG, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 08/09/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/31/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-
Six and 49/100*** $428,626.49.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Cranford in the County of Union and the
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 4 McClellan
Street.

Block: 599 Lot: 3
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 3000 SF
Nearest Cross Street: Centennial Avenue.
Subject to: Taxes current as of 5/17/2017.
Sale subject to subsequent taxes, utilities,

liens and interest since 5/17/2017.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Four Thou-

sand One Hundred One and 30/100***
$444,101.30 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 07/13, 07/20, 07/27
& 08/03/17 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002439

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-025075-16

Plaintiff: US BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY,
BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE RMAC
TRUST, SERIES 2012-5T

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES N. JORDAN, JR.; MRS.

CHARLES N. JORDAN, JR., HIS WIFE; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA; QUEENS POSTAL FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNION N/K/A TRIBORO POSTAL
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION; ALERT AMBU-
LANCE SVC; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 08/09/2017
Writ of Execution: 04/07/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Sixty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Five and 30/
100*** $769,905.30.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 888
Winyah Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT# 9, BLOCK# 2103.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 66 X 139
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Wychwood

Road.
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF

REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Two Thousand
Two Hundred Ninety-Nine and 18/100***
$802,299.18 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300, PO BOX 5054
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 07/13, 07/20, 07/27
& 08/03/17 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002457

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-7362-14

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: MARION L. LEWIS, HENRIETTE

PARRY, GARETH WILSON, UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 08/09/2017
Writ of Execution: 04/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-
Nine and 78/100*** $342,799.78.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 344 MYRTLE AVENUE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 13, BLOCK 902.
Dimensions of Lot: 50 feet wide by 100 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: MOUNTAIN AVENUE.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-

sand Four Hundred Sixty-Eight and 85/100***
$355,468.85 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON, LLC
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 07/13, 07/20, 07/27
& 08/03/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002539

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-3215-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: MARY LOUISE BIUNNO; MR.

BIUNNO, HUSBAND OF MARY LOUISE
BIUNNO

Sale Date: 08/16/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Nineteen Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-
Seven and 19/100*** $419,577.19.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1241 WOOD VALLEY
ROAD, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 21 in Block No. 16.10 F/K/A 16.J.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 000.310.
Nearest Cross Street: CENTRAL AVENUE.
Being known and designated as Lot 18, as

shown on a certain map entitled “Birch Hill,
Section W”, Mountainside Borough, County of
Union, State of New Jersey, and filed in the
Union County Clerk’s Office on June 20, 1956,
as Map No. 444-E.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES: TOTAL AS
OF May 24, 2017: $0.00.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Fourteen and 39/
100*** $429,714.39 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 07/20, 07/27, 08/03
& 08/10/17 Fee: $179.52 SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002586
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-013353-10
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A. AS

TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: MARK GRAGG DORA GRAGG
Sale Date: 08/23/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-One Thousand Three Hundred Six and 38/
100*** $451,306.38.

The property to he sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SPRINGFIELD in the County of UNION,
and the State of New Jersey.

Tax LOT 17, BLOCK 1103 f/k/a LOT 17 BLOCK
93

COMMONLY KNOWN as 210 Hawthorne
Avenue, Springfield, New Jersey 07081.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
116.46 x 65.03 x 118.46 x 65.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the North-
westerly line of Hawthorne Avenue, 70 feet from
the Northeasterly line of Henshaw Avenue.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Sixty-Four Thou-
sand Six Hundred Forty-Nine and 48/100***
$464,649.48 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 07/27, 08/03, 08/10
& 08/17/17 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002530

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-39984-08

Plaintiff: DITECH FINANCIAL LLC BY MTGLQ
INVESTORS LP, ASSIGNEE

VS.
Defendant: HENRY A. BARBEY; DEBORAH

A. BARBEY, HIS WIFE; BENEFICIAL NEW JER-
SEY INC. D/B/A BENEFICIAL MORTGAGE CO.

Sale Date: 08/16/2017
Writ of Execution: 02/19/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Eighty Thousand Eighty-Seven and 24/100***
$280,087.24.

The property to be sold is located in the BORO
OF GARWOOD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 105 ANCHOR PLACE,
GARWOOD, New Jersey 07027.

It is known and designated as Block 208, Lot
21.

The dimensions are approximately 40 feet X
105 feet.

Nearest cross street: North Avenue.
Prior lien(s): 2nd Quarter taxes open/due in

the amount of $1,506.94.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens

or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-Three
Thousand Three Hundred Fifteen and 62/100***
$353,315.62 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 07/20, 07/27, 08/03
& 08/10/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002553

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-045304-14

Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: SAMUEL S. HINTON;

GWENDOLYN O. HINTON; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; CHASE BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION

Sale Date: 08/23/2017
Writ of Execution: 05/16/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Seventy-Six Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Five
and 19/100*** $276,465.19.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 43 LAGRANDE
AVENUE, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-
1550.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 19, BLOCK 56 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 150.51 feet X 51.03 feet X 151.15
feet X 19.96 feet X 30.96 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: TERRILL ROAD.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Three Hundred Fifty-Two and 29/
100*** $283,352.29 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 07/27, 08/03, 08/10
& 08/17/17 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002466

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027545-16

Plaintiff: 2151 MORTGAGE CORPORATION
VS.
Defendant: NANCY MARTINSON, ADMINIS-

TRATRIX OF THE ESTATE OF BRIAN F.
WALSH; FRANCIS P. WALSH; TRINITY GAR-
DENS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; ADAMAR OF NEW JERSEY
INC.; MARTIN SEIDENSTEIN, M.D.;
SHADWOOD HOUSTON; SHIRLEY HOUSTON;
CATHERINE PAGE; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 08/09/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/23/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seven Thousand Forty-Six and 09/100***
$407,046.09.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 515 TRINITY PLACE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 3010, Lot
1, Qual C0023.

The dimensions are approximately N/A - CON-
DOMINIUM.

Nearest cross street: lst Street.
Prior lien(s): 2nd Quarter taxes open/due in

the amount of $1,383.68.
Sewer account open/due in the amount of

$99.93.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Twenty-Six and 19/100***
$417,826.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 07/13, 07/20, 07/27
& 08/03/17 Fee: $206.04

Letters to the EditorThese Are Our Problems To Solve
And It’s Up To Us To Engage Them

Thanks, I got it: President Trump is
a thuggish, misogynistic charlatan.
However, that horse died a long time
ago and I’m not sure why we’re pum-
meling the skeleton into ash, espe-
cially to fundraise.

My plea to all of you as you solidify
your platforms is that we start having
substantive conversations that mat-
ter.

While President Trump obfuscates,
our democratic institutions are under
serious assault. Trumpism is the bil-
ious expression of American ugly,
fined-tuned for prime-time TV and
Twitter, so that the plutocracy and its
meritocratic nomenklatura can oper-
ate unfettered and dismantle what is
left of the Republic.

The wishful thinking and political
excuses that certain problems and
their solutions, wildly popular with
the working and middle classes (e.g.
single-payer healthcare, constitution-
ally appropriate gun control, ending
16 years of war, the public pension
bomb, a $15 minimum wage, think-
ing beyond the gig economy, stop-
ping deaths of despair, healing a de-
stroyed environment, etc.) are for
another generation to champion must
end. That future will have its own
matters to solve — these are ours and
it’s up to us to engage them.

Plainly said, as you campaign, no
more public option or ACA-lite chat-
tering — single payer now and single
payer only. According to a new Gallup
poll, 41 percent of Republicans and
an overwhelming number of Demo-
crat and independent voters are in
favor of the idea. Let’s find who they
are and rally their support. Especially
as, by some accounts, if the ACA
would have been a single payer
scheme, we possibly would have re-

alized billions in cost savings by now.
Also, “because markets” is not an

acceptable answer to the dramatic
inequality festering in our towns any-
more. Neither is telling folks to go out
and get the “right” education. Per-
petuating the panacea-myth of higher-
ed and STEM jobs has fed more folks
to the student loan goblins than has
created pathways out of poverty. Fix
the H1-B program and punish com-
panies that continue to exploit for-
eign-born residents and American
workers.

Similarly, call out the twin NJ sa-
cred cows of pharma and private eq-
uity on the prescription drug problem
they created and then solved with
privatized and VC-funded addiction
and mental health centers. An entire
generation are dying deaths of de-
spair to pad the ludicrous profits of a
self-anointed few.

Lastly, press the donor class on
why they support charity causes and
estate tax repeals, but fall silent on a
$15+ minimum wage. (Hint: it’s not
because it can’t happen or that it is
QE for poor people or even that it
will annihilate the “recovery”; the
real answer that this is a non-starter
is far more pernicious and embar-
rassing — maybe do it behind closed
doors).

The financialization of everything
must come to an end. The Third Way
nonsense (not to mention trying to
turn big-hearted Republicans into
Democrats) doesn’t work.

Labia hats are a great Resistance
gimmick but they don’t put food on
the table.

Real talk beyond the Overton win-
dow is what will take the next election
and improve people’s lives.

I hope you’ve got the constitution
and the temerity to go as far as is
needed.

Michael John Callahan
Garwood

Bluster Is Not Policy Nor Is Tweeting
The Way To Announce Policies

President Trump said to Putin at
the G20 summit in Hamburg, “It’s an
honor to be with you.” It is as if FDR
had said to Hitler, “It’s an honor to be
with you.” Who does think Putin the
former KGB agent is?

Freedom House calls Russia “not
free”. “Russia, under Vladimir Putin,
has played an outsized role in the
development of modern authoritar-
ian systems. This is particularly true
for media control, propaganda, the
smothering of civil society, and the
weakening of political pluralism.”

Putin seeks to restore the Soviet
Empire and expand Russian power in
the world. Putin threatens NATO, the
European Union, and the Baltic states.
Putin his building up his military
forces in the Arctic.

Putin annexed Crimea and invaded
Ukraine. Putin supports Syrian tyrant
Assad. Putin harasses American air and
naval forces! Putin interferes in the
democratic process here and in Europe.

Candidate Trump said of Putin, “…
he’s been a lot stronger than our
leader”.

President Trump the leader of the
free world has praised other despots.
On Kim Yongun, “You gotta give him
credit. How many young guys…take
over these tough generals, and all of a
sudden…he goes in, he takes over,
and he’s the boss.” On Assad, “I think
in terms of leadership, he’s getting an
A and our president is not doing so
well.” In quoting Mussolini, “it’s a
very good quote…But what differ-
ences does it make if it’s Mussolini or
somebody else?”

To Philippine strongman Duterte,
“I will love to have you in the Oval
Office, anytime you want to come.”
Duterte who called President Obama
“the son of a whore” and told him “to
go to hell” for raising Duterte’s abys-
mal human rights record!

On Egyptian dictator el-Sisi. “He’s
done a fantastic job in a very difficult

situation.” Freedom House, “The
unprecedented dismantling of Egypt’s
human rights community under the
authoritarian regime of President el-
Sisi endangers Egypt and puts it at
increased risk for destabilization and
radicalization.”

President Trump congratulated
Turkish President Erdogan on his ref-
erendum victory this year giving him
sweeping new powers. Freedom
House, “Once-sturdy freedoms have
eroded steadily” under Erdogan.

President Trump called Chinese
President Xi Jinping “a good man”.
Freedom House, “China’s crackdown
on media, religious groups and civil
society continues.” Xi Jinping “is con-
solidating personal power to a degree
not seen in China for decades.” Beijing
is encroaching on freedoms in Hong
Kong.

There should be dismay that our
rookie President says nice things about
dictators while criticizing democratic
allies!

Getting along with despots must
not mean going along with them!

A President must be a champion of
freedom and liberty, not an apologist
for every thug whose country is im-
portant to the United States!

All the more reason for voters to
consider what candidates for Presi-
dent actually know rather than what
they say! Bluster is not policy! Nor is
tweeting the way to announce com-
plex policies!

Columbia University Professor Ri-
chard Neustadt’s was right! “The Presi-
dency is not a place for amateurs.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002209

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-056648-10

Plaintiff: FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH J. MADDEN; WELLS

FARGO BANK, NA; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

Sale Date: 08/02/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/17/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Fifty-Nine Thousand Four Hundred and 86/100***
$359,400.86.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN
THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 239 3rd AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

TAX LOT #: 5, IN BLOCK #: 205.
DIMENSIONS (APPROXIMATELY): 80 X 150.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: OAK STREET.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Nine

Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Three and 85/
100*** $389,483.85 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KNUCKLES KOMOSINSKI & MANFRO LLP
50 TICE BOULEVARD
SUITE 183
WOODCLIFF LAKE NEW JERSEY 07677
(201) 391-0370
4 T - 07/06, 07/13, 07/20
& 07/27/17 Fee: $159.12

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17002228

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-13008-15

Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: JORGE CANAS; MONICA

CANAS; PNC BANK; CT INC D/B/A CAMARATO
TRUCKING INC; KASLANDER LUMBER COM-
PANY INC; CITIBANK, N.A.

Sale Date: 08/02/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/02/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Two
and 54/100*** $228,952.54.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 9 Mid-
way Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 3 BLOCK # 1.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 50 X 142.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Forty-Six Thou-

sand Three Hundred Eighty-One and 22/100***
$246,381.22 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300, PO BOX 5054
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 07/06, 07/13, 07/20
& 07/27/17 Fee: $163.20

Reading is Good For You
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

wwww.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Great Music,  

No Cover Charge! 
Free Music at the Library... 

The Westfield Memorial Library, of course 
 

Stone Flower Performs the Music of Santana 
Wednesday, August 2 at 7:00 pm 

 

Stone Flower is a high energy band who will fill the evening with 

the Latin Rock/Blues and Afro-Cuban collaborative rock sound 

that Santana is known for. Don’t miss this exciting performance! 

 

Folk Singer Spook Handy 

Wednesday, August 9 at 7:00 pm 
 

Spook’s show tells the story of America over the past 80 years 

through music inspired by the Great Depression, the Civil Rights 

Movement, and the 60s and 70s Peace Movement. Sign up 

now for both programs now! 

E5500

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

Ring Up Sales
You have at your disposal the finest advertising research 

system ever devised – the cash register.

When you run an advertisement, you listen to the cash 

register the next day. If it rings merrily, you know that your 

advertising was effective. Sales, in the final analysis, are the 

main reason why most people advertise.

Your experience in selling combined with your knowledge 

of the products and services you sell have a perfect ally 

in our experience as newspaper people, and, in fact, as 

successful advertisers ourselves.

Let us show you how this combination of experience, 

building together on an accurate knowledge of our audience, 

can help ring up more sales for you through more effective 

advertising. Call us this week.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

sales@goleader.com

908-232-4407

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Dean’s List Announced
At William & Mary

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. – The fol-
lowing residents were recently
named to the Dean's List at the Col-
lege of William & Mary for the
spring 2017 semester:

Natalie Marcotullio and Sophia
Palia, both of Westfield.

In order to achieve Dean's List
status, a full-time degree seeking
undergraduate student must take at
least 12 credit hours and earn a 3.6
Quality Point Average during the
semester.

William & Mary is the second
oldest institution of higher learning
in the United States.

 Westfield Students Graduate
Hobart and William Smith

Westfield STEM Camp
Attracts Future Engineers

ON YOUR MARK, GET SET, GO...McKinley students Emma Stellingwerf and
Douglas Gee get their individually programmed robotic cars ready for action at
the Westfield Public School District’s summer STEM camp. Workshop offerings
include Animatronics and Robotics, LEGO Stop Motion Animation, Forensics,
CAD and 3D Printing, Transportation Engineering, Food Science, Natural
Disaster Survival, Stop Motion Animation, Instrumental Engineering, Scratch
Programming, Videography and Special Effects, Programming with Python, Film
Composing, and Wearable Technology.

Hamilton College
Tells Dean's List

CLINTON, N.Y. – Melanie E.
Snyder, daughter of Kelly and Tho-
mas Snyder of Westfield, has been
named to the Dean's List at Hamilton
College for the 2017 Spring semester.

To be named to the Dean's List, a
student must have carried throughout
the semester a course load of four or
more graded credits with an average
of 3.5 or above.

Ms. Snyder, a rising sophomore, is
a graduate of Westfield High School.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Pub-
lic School District held its fifth an-
nual STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) Camp from
July 10 to 28 for the students of
Westfield. More than 380 girls and
boys entering grades three to eight
participated.

According to Paul Pineiro, assistant
superintendent of curriculum, instruc-
tion and program in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, “Our three weekly ses-
sions accommodate the growing inter-
est in the program by both boys and
girls. Taught by our Westfield school
teachers, campers participate in one
week of STEM-based activities and
investigations experiencing high-qual-
ity learning using state-of-the-art
equipment and software.”

Campers choose four engaging work-
shops consisting of hands-on, real-world
STEM activities that encourage them
to think about themselves as future
scientists, engineers, mathematicians,
and computer specialists.

Due to the ongoing interest from
the community to involve their chil-
dren in STEM, the camp continually
introduces new themed workshops.
With a workshop for every interest,
offerings include Animatronics and
Robotics, LEGO Stop Motion Anima-
tion, Forensics, CAD and 3D Printing,
Transportation Engineering, Food
Science, Natural Disaster Survival,
Stop Motion Animation, Instrumental
Engineering, Scratch Programming,
and Videography & Special Effects.

Three of the newest workshops
added to the list this summer were
Programming with Python, Film Com-
posing, and Wearable Technology.
Laura Paiva, programming with py-
thon instructor, noted, “By offering a
programming workshop, kids are not
just using technology, but learning to
create it as well.  Coding helps de-
velop problem solving and computa-
tional skills, while providing them
with a new way to use their imagina-
tion and express themselves.”

Ken Horn, the film composing in-
structor, has a similar, yet different
outlook on how his workshop fits
within STEM education. “Film com-
posing utilizes the engineering pro-
cess of combining technology with the
science of acoustics.  At the same time,
coupled with the creative process in-
nate to the arts, STEM campers design
and create an original score, work with
short videos, technology and editing
software to create an appropriate mu-
sical score that enhances the drama
unfolding on the screen. They also
learn how to incorporate the musical
elements of pitch, dynamics, tempo,
rhythm and instrumentation.” As part
of the engineering component of the
workshop, campers were provided with

small electronic midi piano keyboards
interfaced with Magix Music Maker
and Magix Movie Edit Pro software to
create and edit their original film
scores.

Animatronics teacher, Dan Black,
introduced the students to a com-
bined art and engineering design by
familiarizing them with the history of
animatronics including its more cur-
rent use in memorable movies such as
Jaws and Jurassic Park.  In the
Westfield STEM studio, Mr. Black’s
intermediate school students learned
how to cut polystyrene foam into de-
signs of their choice and motorize
them robotically with moving parts.

“Every year it is awesome to see
how creative, engaged, interested, and
capable these campers are,” stated Sean
Bonasera, STEM camp coordinator.

“Getting children exposed to
STEM activities at a young age pro-
motes a growth mindset where stu-
dents feel successful and, at their
own pace, learn and build knowl-
edge through meaningful experi-
ences, encouragement, and hands-
on learning while still having fun.
Here at STEM Camp there is no
right or wrong answer. Only the pro-
cess of problem solving and inquisi-
tive thought matter.”

GENEVA, N.Y. – The following
local students received degrees dur-
ing the 2017 Commencement Cer-
emonies of Hobart and William
Smith Colleges, held on May 14:

Gregory E. Flood, of Westfield
received a B.A. degree in Econom-
ics. Mr. Flood is the child of Greg J.
Flood and Andrea O. Carol-Flood.

Thomas J. Campion, of Westfield,
received a B.A. degree in History.
Mr. Campion, the child of Dr. James
P. Campion and Dr. Virginia B. Cam-
pion, graduated Magna Cum Laude.

 Commencement 2017 marked the
192nd graduation for Hobart and

the 106th for William Smith. The
Commencement for the Classes of
2017 drew a record audience of
more than 6,500 people, and 526
Hobart and William Smith under-
graduates and eight master’s candi-
dates were awarded degrees.

William Jefferson Clinton, L.H.D.
’17, the founder of the Clinton Foun-
dation and 42nd President of the
United States, delivered the 2017
commencement address.

Westfield Teacher Attends
Summer Program in D.C.

Valentine Named to BSC
President's Honor Roll
BISMARCK, N.D. – James Val-

entine of Cranford has been named
to the President's Honor Roll for
the spring 2017 semester at Bis-
marck State College.

Students must maintain at least a
3.50 grade point on a 4.00 scale
while enrolled in at least 12 semes-
ter hours of classes to qualify for
the BSC President's Honor Roll.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Westfield
High School (WHS) Social Studies
teacher, Daniel Farabaugh, was one
of 60 teachers nationwide selected to
participate at the Supreme Court Sum-
mer Institute on June 22 to
27. The Institute, open to
teachers in the fields of law-
related and civic education,
is co-sponsored by Street
Law, Inc. and the Supreme
Court Historical Society.

Mr. Farabaugh, who
teaches an Advanced Place-
ment U.S. History course as
well as classes in  Humani-
ties, Sociology and Compara-
tive Religions at WHS,
praised the professional de-
velopment program. “The
presenters were both experts in their
fields and able to convey that infor-
mation effectively. What really set
this apart was the fact that everything
could translate easily into a class-
room environment. Every idea could

be used as is in a classroom but also
could be modified easily,” he ex-
plained.

At the Institute, Mr. Farabaugh stud-
ied recent Supreme Court cases in

detail and learned innovative
teaching methods for convey-
ing this information to stu-
dents beginning this fall. Well-
known Supreme Court law-
yers, reporters, scholars, and
educators were among the
speakers and instructors.
Teachers also visited the
Court to attend decisions.

Andrea Brennan, social
studies supervisor K-12 in
the Westfield Public Schools,
summed up Mr. Farabaugh’s
opportunity by saying, “This

is a unique and once in a lifetime
experience to collaborate with teach-
ers from around the country to create
and use a variety of interactive strat-
egies to teach students about the U.S.
Supreme Court and its cases.”

Daniel Farabaugh

Maria Tata Earns
Dean’s List at BU

BOSTON, Mass. – Maria Tata
of Westfield earned Dean’s List
status for the Spring 2017 semes-
ter at Boston University.

Ms. Tata is majoring in Interna-
tional Relations and minoring in
Business Administration and Man-
agement.

Students who attain a Grade
Point Index (GPI) of 3.5 or higher
in academic coursework in the fall
or spring semester will be placed
on the Dean’s List for that semes-
ter. To qualify, a student must have
successfully completed at least
four semester courses (not fewer
than 15 credits  of academic
coursework.)

Local Students Named to
Dean’s List at Susquehanna
SELINSGROVE, Pa. – Several

local students were among the more
than 900 undergraduates who were
named to Susquehanna University's
Dean's List for the spring 2017
semester. The Dean's List recog-
nizes students who achieve a grade
point average of 3.4 or higher out
of a possible 4.0 for the semester.
To qualify, students must complete
a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Kailyn Reilly of Scotch Plains is
a business administration major in

the Class of 2018. A 2014 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, she is the daughter of John
and Kathleen Reilly.

Rachel Lambert of Fanwood is
an early childhood education ma-
jor in the Class of 2020. A 2016
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, she is the daughter of
Jim and Janet Lambert.

August Symphony Orchestra
Presents Free Concert in WF

Music Class for Young
Musicians  Offered at NJWA

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Mu-
sic Studio is presently offering a new
and innovative program for very
young musicians.

Intended for toddlers, preschoolers,
and children in early elementary
school, Music FunTime students will
use musical crafts, worksheets, games
and instruments in an exciting way to
explore the arts. The program is based
on Johns Hopkins Research that very
young children can learn to read mu-
sic notation and play musical instru-
ments, while fostering their ability to
grasp math and science.

The program contains a multi-level,
structured, comprehensive and pro-
gressive curriculum.  Through a “play

center” it  incorporates how to read
staff music, rhythm, note values and
time signatures and  applies this to
rhythm instruments, keyboard work,
sing along, music appreciation and
movement.

The popularity and success of the
program has led to many locations of
Music FunTime throughout the United
States and Canada. The NJWA is
pleased to be able to offer the program
to children in this geographic area.

Registration for Music FunTime is
ongoing.  Visit the Music Studio at
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, call (908) 789-9696, email
njwa2@aol.com, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
more information.

WESTFIELD – The August Sym-
phony Orchestra (TASO) announced
its annual free concert will be held on
Sunday, July 30 at 3 p.m. at the Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, under
the baton of Michael Avagliano. The
concert promises an afternoon of pure
musical enjoyment, including
Rossini’s high-spirited overture from
The Barber of Seville, Mozart’s rich
Horn Concerto #3 and the vivid
Sibelius Symphony #1 in E Minor
Op. 39.

The overture from Rossini’s stun-
ning masterpiece “The Barber of
Seville” is one of the most loved and
best recognized works in classical
opera, thanks in part to its use in count-
less movies, commercials and the Bugs
Bunny cartoon. It comes with a warn-
ing of “stuck song syndrome.”

Mozart’s Horn Concerto No. 3 in E
flat, K. 447 features soloist Anthony
Cecere on French Horn, giving a soft-
ness and richness to the texture of this
complex work. Cecere has performed
with the Metropolitan Opera, the
Philadelphia Orchestra, the Boston
Symphony, the NJ Symphony and the
NY Philharmonic.

“The Sibelius Symphony is very
cinematic, evoking the visual imag-
ery of a film score,” said Michael
Avagliano. “We are thrilled to present

this piece and share with you the
composer’s keen affinity for drama
and atmospheric orchestration.”

This year marks the second season
the orchestra will be conducted by
Mr. Avagliano, who has served as
music director of the Central Jersey
Symphony since 2008 and was re-
cently appointed music director of
the Summit Symphony. He is on the
faculty of Drew University as con-
ductor of the Drew Chamber Orches-
tra and violin professor. As a violinist
and violist, Mr. Avagliano has ap-
peared with the New Jersey Sym-
phony, the Singapore Symphony, the
Strauss Symphony of America, and
the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra,
and is an active performer in the New
York area.

“Maestro Avagliano brings a wealth
of talent and expertise to The August
Symphony Orchestra,” states Robert
Whiteley, President of TASO. “We
are honored to have him lead our
orchestra and maintain our high stan-
dard of quality performance of musi-
cal works.”

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue at the intersection of East
Broad Street.

For further information please visit:
http://tasonj.org/

CDC Invites Director’s
Submissions for 100th Season

Morano Graduates
From Colby College

WATERVILLE, Me. – Gregory M.
Morano, of Westfield, was one of 478
seniors who graduated from Colby
College in Waterville, Me., on May
21, receiving a bachelor of arts de-
gree at the college's 196th Commence-
ment. Former Vice-President Joe
Biden was the guest speaker.

Mr. Morano, who majored in Latin
American studies and government,
attended Westfield High School and
is the son of Michael Morano and
Debra Cowell of Westfield.

Salituro Makes Dean's
List at CT College

NEW LONDON, Conn. – Leah J.
Salituro of Fanwood, class of 2017 at
Connecticut College, has been named
to the Dean's List for the 2017 Spring
semester, achieving Dean's High Hon-
ors. Ms. Salituro is an ACS Certified-
Chemistry major.

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s longest con-
tinuously producing community the-
atre, is looking for directors’ sub-
missions for 2018-1019, which will
be the theatre’s 100th season. The
theatre will consider directors within
a broad range of experience and are
looking for people who will bring
their enthusiasm to the theatre and
community.

The season runs from September
through June during which two mu-
sicals, a play and a children’s pro-
duction are typically programmed.
Directors interested in working with
the theatre are asked to submit no
more than three shows for the Pro-
gram Committee to consider, along
with a synopsis of each show. Di-

rectors are also asked to include a
resume, a brief statement of their
interest in the shows and why they
chose to submit to CDC Theatre.

The deadline for submissions is
Friday, September 1. Directors who
have submitted a project that is of
interest to CDC Theatre will be con-
tacted via e-mail on or about Sun-
day, October 1 for interview sched-
uling.

Forms and additional information
may be found by visiting our website
at www.cdctheatre.org.Brown Graduates from

University of Richmond
RICHMOND, Va. – Alexandra

Brown, daughter of Harry and Carol
Brown of Westfield, earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Business Adminis-
tration with a primary major in busi-
ness administration with a concentra-
tion in marketing and a second major
in leadership studies from the Uni-
versity of Richmond. She graduated
magna cum laude.

Ms. Brown is a member of Phi Eta
Sigma National Honor Society and
was awarded the Alfred E. Lyon Mar-
keting Scholarship.

She plans to work at Credit Suisse as
a human resources, communications
and branding analyst starting in July.

Solomon Graduates
From Union College
SCHENECTADY, N.Y. – David

Solomon, of Westfield, graduated
from Union College during the
college's 223rd Commencement ex-
ercises.

Mr. Solomon received a Bachelor
of Science degree , majoring in Com-
puter Engineering.

 Austin College Tells
2017 Graduates

SHERMAN, Tex. – Nearly 300 mem-
bers of the Austin College Class of
2017 received Bachelor of Arts diplo-
mas from President Marjorie Hass dur-
ing commencement exercises May 14.

Among them were: Emma Mary
Polini, who majored in English with
Creative Writing Emphasis, Honors in
English and minored in Art and French.
Ms. Polini graduated Summa Cum
Laude and attained the Dean’s List for
spring 2017. She is the daughter of
Anne and Anthony Polini of Westfield.



Page 18  Thursday, July 27, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Single-Visit Dentistry is Clinically Proven, Modern
Dentistry

Today’s dentistry is a far cry from years past. Patients today need not settle for obvious
silver fillings because there are treatment options available that look just as beautiful-if not
better than-their own natural teeth. What’s more, many patients can be treated today without
metal, and more and more tooth structure can be conserved, thanks to minimally-invasive
techniques designed to help preserve natural teeth-an important part of healthy, strong
teeth.

What many people might not know is that the same innovations that are revolutionizing
business and technology are being clinically proven to enhance the precision and longevity
of modern dental treatment options. Also, such techniques are making today’s modern
dentistry more convenient, less time consuming, and more patient-friendly.

Introducing the E4D Dentistsystem—Modern Dentistry that Fits Your Lifestyle
For example, with the E4D Dentist system, instead of using traditionally inconvenient

and messy impression materials, dentists can obtain clean, fast digital impressions in a few
minutes using a laser scanner in the mouth. This laser scanning technology is not only
extremely precise when “capturing” all of the details of a patient’s smile, but is also as safe
as the check-out scanner at a grocery store. But, best of all, there is no need for a patient to
hold unpleasant, possibly distasteful material in his or her mouth.

Then, while the patient watches, a dental professional custom-designs a crown,
veneer, or filling perfectly suited for the patient based on his or her condition using the
chairside, computer-based design center. From there, the information about the restoration
is transferred to the in-office milling unit, where the patient’s crown, veneer, or filling is
made. Shortly thereafter, it’s permanently seated in his or her mouth.

Benefits of Same Day Dentistry
With modern, state-of-the-art E4D Dentistry, patients don’t need to suffer through

traditional impressions. They don’t need temporaries. And they don’t need to wait days—or
more likely weeks—for their permanent restorations. That also means that they won’t have
to be inconvenienced with the back-and-forth typically associated with crowns, veneers,
and some type of fillings.

Rather, when E4D Dentistry is right for them, patients can be in and out of the dental
office with their permanent, natural-looking and metal-free restorations in a single visit.
E4D restorations are perfect for situations like chipped, worn or cracked teeth; teeth that
are discolored or have gaps and spaces between them; teeth that have decay and/or old,
worn fillings.

E4D—Right Around the Corner
You don’t have to travel far to experience the convenience and precision of E4D Dentistry.
We’ve already invested in this innovative technology because we believe our patients deserve
modern dentistry that fits their lifestyles. Simply call us at 908-232-2136 and we’ll be happy
to answer your questions about E4D Dentistry.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue           1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com
Peter Louie, D.M.D.

General  Dentistry

Now is the time to experience Lantern Hill for yourself.  

Call 1-800-795-8283 to request your free brochure.
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Keeping up with the Joneses at
Alliance Rep Theatre in Summit

Premiere Stages’ Skeleton Crew
Fleshes Out Hope and Fear

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT – When diagnosed with
a terminal disease, everyone handles
it to their comfort level. Senator John
McCain and his family chose recently
to immediately share their thoughts
and feelings with the world.

Not so with a main character in The
Realistic Joneses by Will Eno, now
playing through this weekend at the
Mondo space in Summit. The patient,
Bob Jones, (John A.C. Kennedy) is
sullen, introspective and non-com-
municative, the opposite of his garru-
lous wife Jennifer Jones (Lauri
MacMillan) who wants to talk about
her wishes, hopes and fears about his
disease, HLS, that has no positive
prognosis. Very little research is go-
ing on anywhere in the country ex-
cept where they live. They are going
through the battle together, but ap-
proach it with different weaponry.

In this semi-rural town, not far from
some mountains, their new neigh-
bors, John (Erik Gaden) and Pony
(Lilli Marques) Jones rent the house
near the older Joneses and invite them-
selves into the backyard one night
bringing a bottle of wine with them.
No wine is shared, but the four of
them sit outside the house philoso-
phizing and awkwardly trying to make
conversation. As the play progresses,
we see the couples have a few things
in common. Both men went blind for
a few days – Bob, because of his
congenital disease and John, suppos-
edly because of ingesting lethal fumes
at his job. Lots more sharing occurs
throughout the two-hour, two-act play.

Pony shares that dealing with ill-
ness is not her “thang” so she ignores
anything that seems to go wrong with
John’s health. Jennifer, on the other
hand, is practically a self-taught nurse
in her nurturing manner and her take
charge attitude in any health crisis.
The flakey Pony admits she has no
attention span and through her ac-
tions and idiosyncrasies, it’s clear she
probably has ADD, ADHD, and a few
other acronyms thrown in to boot.
She says she’s happy that they have
moved to this rural town, but things

are very “different” now.
If this sounds like a heavy subject

without much escapist entertainment,
maybe so. Yet with an existential feel
to this play, there are tons of light,
very humorous, sardonic, comic mo-
ments. Almost an Edward Albee
sleight of hand goes on with nonsen-
sical banter as the four try to figure
out what is “real life.”

Michael Driscoll, director of the
play and artistic director of the Alli-
ance Repertory Theatre, has as-
sembled a first-rate cast that gives
quite credible performances. We
might not like the character of Bob at
first because he doesn’t fit the mold
of the perfect patient, but by the play’s
end and with Mr. Kennedy’s superb
portrayal of a complex character, we
understand him.

Likewise, Mr. Gaden’s façade for
John isn’t a shallow one, but a deeply
layered performance nuanced with
body language and gestures that are
natural for the character.

Vulnerability is difficult to play.

But for Ms. Marques in the part that
was played by Marisa Tormei in the
New York run of this show three years
ago, it seems effortless. The charac-
ter doesn’t really understand herself,
but we do as Ms. Marques brings a
lightness to the role that is perfectly
enjoyable.

Ms. MacMillan’s Jennifer is a char-
acter that all caregivers can relate to
in some way or another. She feels
damned if she does or doesn’t do or
say something. With the patience of
Job, she still is a real live person who
can explode in frustration and anger.
Ms. MacMillan can deliver an up-
roarious killer look at a stupid remark
or spark incredible poignancy in a
delivered line.

This might not be a play for the
masses, but for mature audiences who
like to ponder questions of life, love,
death and all the rest, it’s a keeper.

For theatre tickets for Friday, July
28 or Saturday July 29 at 8 p.m., visit
the website at www.alliancerep.org
or call (908) 472-1502.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION – Hope is a thing called a
job in Dominique Morisseau’s intrigu-
ing play, Skeleton Crew, now finishing
its run this weekend at Premiere Stages
at Kean University. This fascinating
production focuses on workers at an
automobile factory during Detroit’s
(and America’s) recession in 2008.
The fear of losing their jobs is heart-
breakingly real in four individuals who
handle it in different ways.

Veteran factory worker and Union
Rep Faye (Patricia R. Floyd) is count-
ing on finishing another year for a 30-
year stint deeming her eligible for full
pension retirement benefits. Her young
co-workers are just starting out in life
and have dreams for their futures that
will be sidelined if their jobs end.

Shanita (Kristen Adele) is a very
pregnant, single, sassy gal who is
enthralled with the work she does.
She takes pride in it and fantasizes
about the lives of the people who buy
the factory’s products. Dez (Daniel
Boisrond) is saving his money to open
a service station. The supervisor,
Reggie (Shane Taylor), the son of
Faye’s deceased best friend, just wants
to be able to eke out a good living to
provide for his family.

Not only is this a two-act play about
hope through job security, but also
about survival. Press operator Dez, a

mercurial gun-toting, bad ass dude on
the streets, but a charmer who reveals
to Shanita that when he was a teen, he
and his friend were in a car accident
that very well could have been fatal
for them. At this point in his life, he
sees himself as a survivor who carries
a gun because “Everybody’s packin’.”

Faye’s story of survival is a famil-
iar one of growing up black in a white
society. She has worked every part of
the factory trying to make herself
irreplaceable. “I survived because I
HAD to,” she explains.

When supervisor Reggie speaks
“off the record” to Union Rep and his
mother figure Faye that the plant is
going to shut down, he asks her to
give him some time to, “help me
figure this out.” As a high school
drop-out, he’s grateful for this job
that Faye helped him secure, and puts
her in a no-win situation by revealing
that the rumors of closure are true.
Should she warn her colleagues of
impending layoffs and betray Reggie’s
trust? Keep silent? Sound an alarm
and fight back?

Jarring, cacophonous music be-
tween scenes replicates the noise of
the factory. For some workers it’s a
harsh nuisance, but for Shanita it is
music that comforts her and makes
her feel a part of the whole, one with
the machinery.

Director John Wooten utilizes his
stellar cast’s talents brilliantly. Vocal

intensity and volume fluidity make
the dialogue clip along at breakneck
speed. Everyday banter in the collo-
quial language of uneducated factory
workers is what propels the piece.
The cast aptly incorporates physical
“business” that is natural and engag-
ing. Patrick Rizzotti’s fully functional
set of the break room is the perfect
spot for the mundane acts of making
the morning pot of Joe, heating up a
breakfast or lunch in the microwave
or storing work boots in a metal locker.

At the top of Act II, Shanita fuses and
fumes about traffic while getting in to
work that morning. “Nobody wants to
merge no more,” she says with an indig-
nant flip of her long braid. Dex agrees.
“Everybody’s out to protect them-
selves,” he complains. The Union and
company brass don’t want to sit down
or share information or compromise.

With our nation’s current political
climate of the two parties openly be-
rating each other vociferously, per-
haps Shanita is right in her assess-
ment of human nature. People just
don’t want to “merge” anymore.

***
The show runs July 28 to 30 in the

Zella Fry Theatre on the Kean Uni-
versity main campus in Union: Thurs-
day and Friday at 8 p.m. and Saturday
at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3
p.m. For tickets, call (908) 737-4077
or email ticket@kean.edu.

RECESSION LIVING...Daniel Boisrond as Dez, Shane Taylor as Reggie, Kristen Adele as Shanita, and Patricia R. Floyd
as Faye in the Premiere Stages production of Skeleton Crew by Dominique Morisseau at Kean University.

CHOICES...Director Brian Remo has assembled some of the most powerful voices
in the area to bring the contemporary musical If/Then to UCPAC in Rahway's
Hamilton Theatre . Natasha Kurliew is an Idina Mendel double at times but puts
her own unique spin on the main character who can't help but wonder how her life
would be different with different choices. The show runs Friday, July 28 and
Saturday, July 29. Tickets may be obtained through Union County Performing
Arts Center's box office at (732) 499-8226.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lightning strikes only delayed
but did not deter the Union County
and Middlesex County All-Stars
from producing some lightning
of their own, especially in the
second half of the XXIV Annual
Snapple Bowl Charity Football
Game at Kean University in Union
on July 20 (the 48th anniversary
of Man’s landing on the Moon —
July 20, 1969). After a 7-0 Union
County lead at the half, followed
by a very long lightning delay,
the Middlesex All-Stars struck

with two second-half touchdowns
(TD) but the Union County All-
Stars struck back with three to
claim a 27-14 victory.

Last year’s Snapple Bowl held
at Woodbridge High School
turned out to be a 0-0 defensive
struggle until the Union All-Stars
scored twice in the fourth quar-
ter to emerge with a 13-7 vic-
tory. Westfield Blue Devil Jelani
Pierre stood out offensively with
a 54-yard reception in the first
half then set up Union County’s
second TD with a punt return
from midfield to the Middlesex

25, followed by his 18-yard re-
ception. Cranford Cougar Joe
Norton made several key punts
in the struggle and kicked a point
after TD.

This year’s Snapple Bowl be-
gan with the Middlesex All-Stars
taking the opening kickoff and
grinding the ball down to the
Union 11 where Ryan Szatkowski
(Spotswood) attempted a 28-
yard field goal that sailed wide
right with 5:38 left in the first
quarter.

Cranford quarterback Brian
Oblachinski engineered Union
County’s first drive, which fea-
tured him firing a 50-yard bomb
to Drew Stephens (Roselle) plac-
ing the ball on the Middlesex 17.

After the drive stalled at the five
early in the second quarter,
Union’s Nick Arcieri (Brearley)
attempted a 22-yard field goal
that also sailed right. Next,
Middlesex’s lack of a drive was
heavily influenced by an 11-yard
sack inflicted by Max Michel
(Elizabeth).

Union got great field position
on the Middlesex 36 and after a
first down, quarterback Gerald
Hairston (Roselle) fired a shot
into the end zone where
Cranford’s Ryan Bakie made a
valiant outstretched attempt but
the ball was just out of his reach.
Hairston, however, did strike gold
when he hit Stephens on the left
sideline for a 25-yard TD with
6:25 left in the half. With
Oblachinski holding, the PAT was
good.

Middlesex caught a break on
their next possession when a
late hit resulted in a 15-yard
penalty but Union’s defense did
some breaking of its own to give
its offense another chance. AL
Johnson’s Nick Fischetti kept on
a fourth-and-three to get a first
down. Piscataway cornerback
Brevin Donerson, however,
picked off a pass at the 15 and
returned it to the 33 where he
hit a brick wall in Al-Tariq Jones
(Union) just before the half.

At the beginning of halftime,
Cranford Cougar linebacker Brian
McGovern said, “It’s fun to strap
it up one more time with these
guys you have been playing with
since third grade. But it’s fun to
play with these kids, who you
have never played with before.

CR – OBLACHINSKI, BAKIE, McGOVERN; WF – GAGUM, SCHWETJE; SPF – MOZIE SEE ACTION

Union ‘Strikes’ in 4th; Downs Mid’sex in Snapple Bowl, 27-14

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9 & 13

of The Westfield Leader
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It’s a good experience just to
have, like the whole Union County
team to come together to beat
Middlesex.”

McGovern will be taking on a
new climate in the fall. “I am
going out to New Mexico. [As to
playing football] Not this year
but the following year I will be,”
he said.

Oblachinski added, “It’s defi-
nitely different but it’s great. We
got everybody from Union County
coming together. It’s kind of hard
learning a new offense in only a
week of practice but coach did a
great job teaching us. It’s fun to
play with different kids from dif-
ferent towns.”

Oblachinski will be playing base-
ball at Montclair State Univer-
sity.

“I am going to miss it [football]
a lot. I’m excited I get to play in
one last game but I’m definitely
going to miss it but I want to play
baseball.”

Bakie said, “It’s definitely an
honor to come out here one more
time to play high school football
again. It’s great competition,
some of the best players from
Union County and Middlesex
County. It’s a good game. It’s
only 7-0 at half and I hope it
continues that way.”

Bakie, who will be playing foot-
ball at Bryant University in
Smithfield, R.I. and Yes! He will
be rooting for the Patriots, added,
“I go up in about two weeks. I am
excited to get back out there,
back into the full swing of foot-
ball season. Hopefully we can do
something up there at Bryant.”

Mother nature got into the act
at halftime and fired some light-
ning of her own, heavily influenc-
ing all spectators to seek shelter
for an extended amount of time.

During the Mother Nature in-
termission, Westfield Blue Devil
defensive lineman Jeff Gagum,
who will play football at Kean

University in the fall, said, “The
Snapple Bowl is a good experi-
ence. We get to play against the
guys that we went against during
the regular season. It’s like go-
ing out on a good note because
it’s your last official high school
game. I am playing my last game
with my friend Max here. After
this, we will not get to play with
each other again. I am taking it
as an honor to play in it.”

Blue Devil offensive limeman

Max Schwetje added, “It’s an
honor to play. A great feeling to
get selected for a game like this.
There’s a good purpose behind
it too. It’s not just about foot-
ball, it’s about raising money for
people with special needs. Be-
ing able to wear my Westfield
helmet one more time is defi-
nitely a good feeling and playing
with my brother Jeff over here.
It’s great!”

Schwetje will play football at
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.

“This has been a fun experi-
ence. These two guys are amaz-
ing athletes, amazing football
players. They are competitors.
We hope we can push ourselves
to do more,” Scotch Plains-
Fanwood offensive lineman Izu
Moxie expressed. Mozie will be
going to Kings College in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa. and will play football.

Middlesex got its offense spark-
ing in the third quarter when
South Plainfield wide receiver

DeShai Smith’s reception set up
Mike Liberti’s (Sayreville) TD
plunge to knot the score. Early in
the fourth quarter, Oblachinski
engineered a long drive that
ended when he connected with
Bakie for a 27-yard TD. After the
missed PAT, Union led 13-7.

Back came Middlesex to seize a
14-13 lead when Smith grabbed
a 22-yard TD reception tossed
by Colonia quarterback Tyler
Layton. But late in the quarter,
Fischetti scored to put Union on
top, 20-14. The backbreaker
came next when Union
cornerback Justin Beckett inter-
cepted a Middlesex last-ditch ef-
fort then Rahway running back
Terrance Anderson took it in for
the score.
Middlesex Co.   0   0   7   7 14
Union County   0   7   0 20 27
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St. Joseph Unsettles St. Sebastian, 13-2, in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball

more photos next page
Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township has
made an agreement to sell 215-
235 Birchwood Avenue for $18.5
million to a developer to build
225 units, Wanda Chin Monahan,
a partner with the law firm of
Sedita, Campisano & Campisano,
LLC, which specializes in the prac-
tice of environmental law and
brownfields redevelopment, told
the planning board at its work-
shop meeting Wednesday.

“We are pretty excited about
that,” Ms. Chin said.

The township purchased the
property at the end of 2016 for
some $18 million from the devel-
oper S. Hekemian, who had won
a builder’s remedy lawsuit to build
a 360-unit apartment building

there.
Since then, the area has been

designated by the governing body
of the Township of Cranford as a
Non-Condemnation Area in Need
of Redevelopment pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A -5 and -6. The
Department of Community Af-
fairs approved the redevelop-
ment resolution.

The township then solicited pro-
posals for purchase and redevel-
opment of the property. The bids
received have not been revealed
by the township.

Last Tuesday, the committee
had passed a resolution that au-
thorizes the agreement for sell-
ing the property to Birchwood
Developers Associates LLC.

The Payment in Lieu of Taxes
(PILOT) agreement has not been

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council on Tuesday night ap-
proved an ordinance expanding
residential permit parking and
two-hour parking. Streets in-
cluded in the new parking zone
are Fourth Avenue, Fifth Avenue,
and Spruce Avenue.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said commuters accessing the
Garwood Train Station on Center
Street are parking in residential
neighborhoods as they take trains
to New York from the Garwood
station.

“The problem was explained by
our police and noted by residents
who have complained. Something
had to be done,” Councilwoman

Cuccaro said.
“We realized something needed

to be done to keep the process
organized, as Garwood is be-
coming and going to become a
larger commuter borough,”
Councilman Joseph Sarno added.

Police Chief James Wright said
the borough would “incorporate
a user-friendly phasing process.”
He said that signs will be posted
and that a parking permit en-
forcement officer will enforce the
parking restrictions.

“Warnings will be given out to
first-time offenders. After a pe-
riod of time, tickets with financial
penalties will be directed towards
cars not abiding the rules,” Po-
lice Chief Wright said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ACTION ON BIRCHWOOD...Cranford Mayor Thomas H. Hannen Jr. turns
his laptop towards the planning board last Wednesday to show a rendering of
proposed apartments at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.  The township committee
passed a resolution last Tuesday to make an agreement to sell the property for
$18.5 million. There was no comment from the committee, and the committee did
not present further details.

Cranford Twn. Makes $18.5-Million Deal
To Sell 235 Birchwood Avenue

determined, Ms. Chin said. Har-
bor Consultants was named the
planner by a unanimous vote by
the board to prepare the rede-
velopment agreement.

The board had entered into an
executive session to discuss the
resolution authorizing prepara-
tion of a redevelopment plan. In
reconvening to the public ses-
sion, the board passed the reso-
lution unanimously.

There will be an overlay zone,
Zoning Officer Ron Johnson said
of the site. The planning board
“could rescind the IMR
(inclusionary multi-family resi-
dential) zoning once the rede-
velopment plan is adopted,” Ms.
Chin said. The redevelopment
plan “trumps” the IMR zone, Mr.
Johnson explained to The
Westfield Leader.

A conceptual rendering of the
project that will include a park-
ing garage underneath the de-
velopment was exhibited by
Mayor Thomas Hannen, Jr. on his
personal computer. Details of the
proposed plan were not provided.

The township also is to take the
contamination cleanup efforts of
the Birchwood Avenue site to the
response action outcome, Ms.
Chin told The Leader, as required
by the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection’s
(NJDEP) site remediation pro-
gram. Last month, the township
hired Excel Environmental Re-
sources Inc. to provide soil
remediation to the soil contami-
nation on the Birchwood Avenue
site that is above the applicable
standards of the NJDEP.

At last Tuesday’s township com-
mittee meeting, the committee
introduced an amended ordi-
nance currently in effect under
the land use code that would
further explain the set aside for
affordable-housing component of

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Expands Parking
Restrictions in Res. Areas

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney
FRIENDLY GOLF OUTING...Bill Neafsey, Kevin Connolly and Frank
McGovern, pictured from left to right, of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick Union
County, congratulate Nick Sisk of Cranford, second from left, on winning the
group’s 2017 Pete Davis Golf Classic on July 17 at the Metuchen Golf and
Country Club in Edison. The golf outing is named for Mr. Davis, a Union County
native, who has been a longtime supporter of the Friendly Sons and has held
positions as an officer and trustee throughout the years. The Irish-American
group’s annual golf outing funds its scholarship program and other charitable
programs.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BOE Calls Hartz Project
A ‘Hardship’ for District

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation passed a resolution Mon-
day night that expresses “ex-
treme concern” with plans Hartz
Mountain Industries, Inc. has to
rezone or redevelop a 30.5-acre
commercial property at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue.

The resolution, passed at the
board’s regular monthly meet-
ing, acknowledges that Hartz
Mountain is seeking an amend-
ment to the zoning ordinance to
allow for the development of a
four-story complex for more than
436 residents in phase 1 and a
total of 905 residential units at
the completion of the project.
The property is currently zoned
for commercial use.

The resolution states that “such
rezoning or redevelopment would
adversely impact the school dis-
trict and create a hardship in
which the district is not equipped
to support.”

A copy of the resolution is being
forwarded to the Cranford zon-
ing and planning boards, the
township committee and the
Union County Planning Board.

Board of Education President Kurt
Petschow, Jr. commented that
“moving forward we’ll have this on
record in many different ways.”

Scott Rubin, attending his first
board meeting as the new
Cranford superintendent, was
welcomed by the board and ex-
pressed to board members his
enthusiasm for his new role.

“It’s very exciting to be on this
side of the table,” he said.

Mr. Rubin further commented
he would “work with the board
and the community to provide
outstanding opportunities” and
“this is the start of a wonderful
partnership.”

Mr. Rubin mentioned that he
had just attended an administra-

tive retreat a couple of weeks
ago and got to see “firsthand”
just what a talented administra-
tive team there is in Cranford.

He reported on summer activity
in the district, commenting that it
is a busy time, “getting ready for
the upcoming school year, main-
taining and updating facilities,
doing curricula, hiring staff.”

An update was given by the
superintendent on the status of
the search for a new assistant
principal for Hillside Avenue
School. There were 319 appli-
cants for the position.

“Selected candidates are going
to go through a series of inter-
views,” according to Superinten-
dent Rubin. Current Hillside Prin-
cipal Curt Fogas and the hiring
committee will recommend a fi-
nalist to meet with the superin-
tendent “in the next couple of
weeks,” Mr. Rubin added.

The plan is to have the new
assistant principal for Hillside Av-
enue School approved at the
board’s Monday, August 28 meet-
ing.

Summer School currently is run-
ning at Cranford High School as

developments that contain five
or more units. Township Attor-
ney Ryan Cooper explained the
ordinance to the planning board,
after which the planning board
unanimously approved the
amendments.

“The ordinance, read on first
reading last night, perfects and
makes more explicit the new
statutory scheme we have in the
ordinance already,” Mr. Cooper
said.

“It will make the process more
transparent and predictable,” he
said. It also spells out that de-
velopments with five or more
units would contain inclusionary
affordable housing spread
amongst the development,
“rather than all the affordable
housing together,” Mr. Cooper
said.

The ordinance language has
been used in other municipali-
ties, he said.

“I know for a fact this has been
court-approved...This language
has been scrutinized and ap-
proved by courts and special
masters dealing in Mount Laurel
affordable housing,” Mr. Cooper
said.

Jackie Baranoff, co-president
of Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim,

located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, had sent a letter to
the board requesting that the
planning board hearing for Hartz
Mountain Industries’ bid to re-
zone 750 Walnut Avenue, which
had been scheduled for Wednes-
day, September 20, be resched-
uled because that date is the
first night of Rosh Hashanah.
The board voted to reschedule
the hearing for Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6.

“There may be a venue change
because our chambers here may
be under construction at that
time,” Board Attorney Mark
Rothman said. The board dis-
cussed holding the hearing at
either Cranford High School or
Union County College.

Bob Lee, a resident of Cranford,
spoke about the 905 apartments
proposed for the commercial
property owned by Hartz Moun-
tain Industries LLC at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue. Mr. Lee called it “a
high-density” development and
asked if the board would lessen
the density.

Mr. Rothman said the board is
prohibited from addressing
questions on a pending applica-
tion without the applicant being
present.

The council’s parking commit-
tee developed a questionnaire to
be discussed further at
September’s parking committee
meeting. The questionnaire is
geared towards borough busi-
ness owners. All 41 business
owners who are Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
members will be notified. All other
businesses will be notified
through e-mail and phone.

Preliminary questions on the
questionnaire were mentioned at
Tuesday’s council meeting. Coun-

cilman Sarno said they include:
“What are your thoughts on a
paid parking station? Along the
same lines, do we make the lot
across the street from the post
office exclusively for business
owners and their employees?
Would a turnover of vehicles help
your business?”

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
was not in attendance. However,
she penned a note asking Mayor
Charles Lombardo and the coun-
cil to support a resolution pledg-
ing Garwood’s support for the

Gateway Program, a project to
be funded mostly with federal
dollars, with New Jersey also pro-
viding funding.

The Gateway Program would
provide funding for new Hudson
River tunnels, the Portal Bridge
and reconstruction of New York
City’s Pennsylvania Station.

“Pennsylvania Station has been
essential to Cranford’s success
as a transit or popular com-
muter stop. The Gateway Pro-
gram will bolster business and
make travel to urban destina-
tions or throughout the state
easier for residents. The pro-
gram would create more transit
stops in Garwood. The program
is important and I urge my fel-
low councilmen to tell our state
legislators it is important by
pledging unanimous support,”
Councilwoman Todisco said.

“We want to create an environ-
ment that promotes business and
is conducive to a healthy down-
town interaction for visitors and
residents,” Councilman Sarno
said.

In the streets and roads report,
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
said the Department of Public
Works has cleaned up the Center
Street underpass, along the side-
walks in front of Borough Hall,
and the mulch beds at the sports
and recreation complex.

Mayor Lombardo said Clark
Mayor Sal Bonaccorso and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr will
host a meeting of all Union County
mayors and administrators on
Tuesday, August 15, at 8 a.m.

“The purpose of this meeting is
to discuss COAH (Council on Af-
fordable Housing) plans many of
us are in the midst of implement-
ing, as well as the expiration of
the 2-percent arbitration cap
(police and fire contracts) set to
expire at the end of this year, in
addition to other issues that are
pertinent to our communities,”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Twn. Makes $18.5-Million Deal

GW Expands Parking Restrictions in Res. Areas

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Correction
An article regarding the pro-

posed Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries proposal for a 905-unit
development at 750 Walnut
Avenue on the Cranford/Clark
border incorrectly attributed a
quote to planner Keenan
Hughes as saying he consid-
ers Clark Commons on Raritan
Road and Walnut Avenue a
town center. It should have
read that The Westfield Leader
asked why Clark Commons was
not considered as a place
where employees could walk
to since Clark considers it a
town center.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-18  Thursday, July 27, 2017

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The strategic plan
of the Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) calls for des-
ignation of areas in need of rede-
velopment, a parking study, safer
pedestrian routes and hiring a
planner and grant writer to help
implement plans. The DMC pre-
sented a subsection of its draft,
five-year strategic plan to the
members of the zoning board of
adjustment and the planning
board Monday at a regularly
scheduled zoning board of ad-
justment meeting.

Also present were the DMC
board along with Mayor Thomas
H. Hannen, Jr. and Commissioner
Ann Dooley.

The strategic plan previously
was presented to the township
committee, department heads
and about 60 businesses, said
DMC board member Anthony Du-
rante, who led the presentation.

In September, the DMC plans to
present the plan to residents, he
said. Before doing so, he had
asked the zoning and planning
board members for support of the
plan, as well as feedback to incor-
porate into the plan. Planning and
zoning board members are to e-
mail the DMC with their feedback.

Four goals of 47 were pre-
sented. The first goal is to pro-
mote a vibrant downtown envi-
ronment. Designating areas in
need of redevelopment zones in
the downtown to “generate in-
vestment” was one strategy to
achieve that first goal, Mr. Du-
rante said. “This is a priority for
us,” he stated.

“A site-specific ordinance,” Mr.
Durante said of an ordinance des-
ignating a redevelopment zone,
“helps us to control the process.”

A parklet, which was already
implemented on Eastman Street,
was another strategy to realize

that first goal. The second goal was
to create safe and active mobility
for pedestrians. He suggested, as a
strategy for that second goal, work-
ing with the county on roadway
projects such as painting road-
ways to shorten the crosswalk be-
tween sidewalks, as he said this
was successful in New York City.

The third goal was to conduct a
parking study to understand the
supply, demand and utilization
rates for parking downtown. The
fourth goal was to empower gov-
ernment to plan and implement
projects by using strategies such
as hiring a grant writer, as well as
a planner, and implementing
greater code enforcement.

Following the presentation,
planning board member Ann
Steinbach asked why the citizens
were not informed of the plan,
why the plan was not on the DMC
website, and why the DMC board
members were not listed on the
DMC website, calling for the DMC
to be more “transparent.”

The DMC Strategic Planning
Committee is led by Kathleen
Prunty, Barry O’Donovan and Mr.
Durante, along with board mem-
bers Joe Colangelo, Tom
Connolly, Jean Maisonneuve,
Steve Needle, Maureen Tinen,
Dick Salway and Mike Venditti,
according to the presentation.

“I agree the public in some way
could have been surveyed,” resi-
dent Rita LaBrutto said. “Do you
want your town to look like
Westfield, Summit, Madison or
Rahway, Hoboken?” Ms. LaBrutto
asked, suggesting a question that
could be posed.

Referring to the parklet, Ms.
Steinbach asked if there were
any objectors to the parklet and
how it came to be. Ms. Prunty
said the township committee
gave its approval and she and a
police officer looked at five po-
tential sites, and chose a parking

Cranford Auxiliary PD to
Hold Open House Sept. 19

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Auxiliary Police Department
(C.A.P.D) is conducting an open
house/informational session on
Tuesday, September 19, from 7
p.m. to 9 p.m., at Cranford Police
Headquarters located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue.

The community is invited to
learn more about the CAPD, its
members, how to apply, and at-
tend one of the monthly training
sessions. Applications will be
available during the open house
and CAPD officers will be avail-
able for questions. Refreshments
will be served.

The CAPD is a strictly volunteer
organization that traces its roots
back to 1916. CAPD members
supplement the full-time

Cranford Police Department in
times of emergencies and par-
ticipate in various police and civic
related activities on a weekly
basis. Auxiliary officers play a
vital role in community policing
and assisting in Cranford’s abil-
ity to respond to major storms,
floods, traffic emergencies, and
large public functions.

The CAPD is seeking qualified
candidates interested in becom-
ing a Cranford Auxiliary Police Of-
ficer. All Auxiliary police officers
receive training at the John H.
Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains, with mandatory attendance
three times per week during the
basic course. Training at the acad-
emy is held Tuesday, Thursday
nights and all-day Saturday.

Training provided at the Stamler
Police Academy for auxiliary po-
lice includes basic police skills
consisting of use of force, first-
aid, crowd control, and patrol
techniques. Thereafter, auxiliary
officers will be continually trained
locally in basic first-aid and CPR,
as well as police procedures and
other areas concerning public
health, safety and law and order.

All applicants must be at least 18
years old and must either reside in
Cranford or a municipality within
five miles of Cranford that does
not have an auxiliary police unit.

Interested persons can down-
load an “Auxiliary Police Applica-
tion” from the Cranford Police
Department website at
cranford.com/police/forms.

Applications can be submitted
throughout the year, but must be
submitted prior to 4 p.m. by Fri-
day, November 3 to be consid-
ered for the 2017 academy class.

Questions may be directed to
the Cranford Police Department
at (908) 272-2222 by asking for
Detective Sergeant Russell
Luedecker or by leaving a mes-
sage on extension 7479.

well as the Extended School Year
at Hillside Avenue and Walnut
Avenue Schools.

In other board business, Busi-
ness Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert J. Carfagno told
the board that with the passing
of the state budget aid has been
changed for various districts and
Cranford has been given an in-
crease in aid of $70,000.

“It’s great that we received the
extra money” but “it’s not like we
can add something to the budget
that is on our wish list,” Mr.
Carfagno told the board.

Mr. Carfagno further com-
mented that there are out-of-
district placements that were not
factored into the budget and sug-
gested the money would likely
go towards those placements.

“We have to fine-tune the final
numbers with the out-of-placement
list,” Mr. Carfagno told the board,
and that something will be sent out
to the board’s finance committee.

space that had the least impact
to the businesses — a spot on
Eastman Street, where parking
also is available behind the stores
there, she said.

There was a petition signed by
local business people against the
parklet, a local businessman,
Gerry Grillo, said at a recent
township committee meeting.

“You are getting hung up on a
parklet. I think the message is
people like green space in the
downtown. So maybe our vision
should be instead of doing double
density, have courtyards and
green space,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

Ms. LaBrutto also said there are
245 people on a waiting list for
parking permits in the downtown.

The full draft strategic plan had
not been presented to the two
boards before the meeting, and
a few members said they would
need to review the plan before
providing input or support.

“I can’t give you my support
until I know what your thoughts
are,” said Vic Barry, a member of
the historic preservation com-
mittee. Mr. Barry also took note
of a slide showing the pedestrian
walkway on North Avenue from
North Union to Walnut Avenues,
calling it the “one of the most
dangerous intersections for pe-
destrians.”

“No amount of white paint is
going to change that,” he said.

Cranford DMC Presents Strategic Plan
To Planning Board, Zoning Board

Hartz Mtn. ‘Hardship’
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Commentary

Hard To Clearly See How The
Cranford Birchwood Saga Ends

The saga of the Birchwood prop-
erties at 215-235 Birchwood Av-
enue in Cranford has seemingly
reached its end, but not without
a slew of unanswered questions.
The township spent a pile of tax-
payer money fighting to stop resi-
dential development on this prop-
erty, which is zoned for office
space and has been designated
as part wetlands, a floodplain
and partly contaminated.
Cranford lost a builder’s remedy
lawsuit filed by S. Hekemian
Group, the site’s developer. Then,
in a swift turn of events, the
township last December made a
deal with Hekemian to buy the
Birchwood property itself. Resi-
dents rightly wondered how the
municipal government was go-
ing to sell the land at or above
the $18.5 million it spent on the
purchase, especially since
Hekemian couldn’t make any deal
with other buyers higher than
$12 million.

Last week, the township com-
mittee quietly passed a resolu-
tion agreeing to the sale of
Birchwood, for $18.5 million, to
the same developer who had built
the controversial Riverfront at
Cranford Station development.
Curiously, no commissioners at
last week’s meeting made any
comments about the resolution,
which was tucked in among a few
dozen other resolutions being
voted upon. The following
evening, at a township planning
board meeting, Mayor Hannen,
the governing body’s sole repre-
sentative at the meeting, made
no comments about the sale.
Instead, he merely showed a
rendering of what will be built at
Birchwood.

We ask why the elected offi-
cials who are supposed to repre-
sent taxpayers’ interests chose
to make no public comments
about the plan they passed for

the Birchwood development. Af-
ter a decade of residents’ angst,
commissioners’ angst and town-
ship experts’ angst to stop de-
velopment on Birchwood, the tax-
payers deserve to hear first-hand
the ending to the story of
Birchwood. Why has there been
no explanation of how the 16
acres will be developed, where
buildings will be situated, how
many apartments are being
planned, what are the sizes and
numbers of bedrooms per apart-
ment, what is the affordable
housing set-aside, what are the
tax abatement calculations, what
bids were received for the prop-
erty, what are the exact costs
associated with the purchase and
then the sale of the Birchwood
property, and why was this par-
ticular developer chosen?

Cranford spent taxpayer dol-
lars to make this purchase, so
those same taxpayers deserve
to know how wisely it was in-
vested. Transparency in govern-
ment is becoming too cloudy,
making it hard to clearly see how
the Birchwood saga ends.

Is this what we will expect from
our elected officials going for-
ward in other land development
deals? No word from our repre-
sentatives? The storm has raged
again with the redevelopment
and rezoning proposal by Hartz
Mountain for 750 Walnut Avenue.
More development is likely to
erect on North Avenue. We ask
our town officials to enlighten
the citizens of what is occurring
behind all those clouds where
they are strategizing. Taxpayers
are the stakeholders just as much
as any elected official. They have
the right to know.

Margaret Gerlach Continues
As Cranford Hist. Soc. Pres.
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Historical Society has an-
nounced that Margaret Gerlach
was re-elected at its June 26
meeting for another two-year
term as president.

Ms. Gerlach joined the His-
torical Society as a member in
1996 and has chaired and co-
chaired many events for the
Society. As president, under her
leadership, she oversees the
Cranford Historical Society, the
Hanson House, the Crane-
Phillips House Museum and the
museum’s Landscaping Com-
mittee.

In 2001, Ms. Gerlach was
elected to the Cranford Histori-
cal Society Board of Trustees
and in 2011 was elected as presi-
dent. Ms. Gerlach said that it is
an honor for her to serve as

president for this educational
group that preserves and per-
petuates the history of the
Township of Cranford. She
hopes that more people from
the community will join the His-
torical Society as members.

Ms. Gerlach, a lifelong resi-
dent of Cranford, is a Realtor-
Associate with Century 21 Su-
preme Realty in Cranford.

Anyone interested in becom-
ing a member can obtain a mem-
bership form at the Cranford
Public Library, 224 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford; the Hanson
House, 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, or on the Historical
Society’s website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Summer office hours are Tues-
day and Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. plus 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. Anyone with questions is
asked to call the office at (908)
276-0082 or to e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

Valentine Named to BSC
President's Honor Roll
BISMARCK, N.D. – James Val-

entine of Cranford has been
named to the President's Honor
Roll for the spring 2017 semes-
ter at Bismarck State College.

Students must maintain at least
a 3.50 grade point on a 4.00
scale while enrolled in at least 12
semester hours of classes to
qualify for the BSC President's
Honor Roll.

CDC Invites Director’s
Submissions for 100th Season
CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in

Cranford, New Jersey’s longest
continuously producing com-
munity theatre, is looking for
directors’ submissions for
2018-1019, which will be the
theatre’s 100th season. The
theatre will consider directors
within a broad range of experi-
ence and are looking for people
who will bring their enthusiasm
to the theatre and community.

The season runs from Sep-
tember through June during
which two musicals, a play and
a children’s production are typi-
cally programmed. Directors in-
terested in working with the
theatre are asked to submit no

more than three shows for the
Program Committee to consider,
along with a synopsis of each
show. Directors are also asked
to include a resume, a brief
statement of their interest in
the shows and why they chose
to submit to CDC Theatre.

The deadline for submissions
is Friday, September 1. Direc-
tors who have submitted a
project that is of interest to
CDC Theatre will be contacted
via e-mail on or about Sunday,
October 1 for interview sched-
uling.

Forms and additional informa-
tion may be found by visiting our
website at www.cdctheatre.org.

Reading is Good For You
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Story Times on Tap
At Hanson Park

CRANFORD — Members of
the community are invited to
join the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy for Story Time programs
on Tuesday, August 15, at 10
a.m., and Thursday, August
17, at 7 p.m. They will take
place at Hanson Park, located
at 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

On Tuesday, participants will
read books about butterflies
and visit the butterfly garden.
The theme Thursday will be
gardening and attendees will
tour the herb garden. Juice
and cookies will be provided.

These are free events and
recommended for ages 6 and
under. Registration is not nec-
essary; participants can just
show up.

In the event of rain, Story
Time will be cancelled for the
day. For more information, visit
the website
hansonparkconservancy.com.

See Letters to Editor
On Next Page
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Garwood Citizens Should Be Stunned
By Council PILOT Agreement

Dear Garwood Mayor and
Council: In the last council meet-
ing of July 11th, you held a
public hearing on the PILOT (Pay-
ment In lieu of Taxes) ordinance
for the Russo 300-unit residen-
tial project on South Avenue
where the existing Casale fac-
tory is presently located. From
the presentation, it was found
that Garwood would get approxi-
mately $850,000 in revenues
from the PILOT.

However, during the public
comment period, many from the
public stood up to ask questions
about the PILOT you were about
to vote on. Three of those resi-
dents asked what are the ex-
penses the town will incur from
this project that would offset
this revenue. Unsure of the
council’s exact words but it sums
up that you had no idea nor did
you do a study.

I was one of those three resi-
dents. From my OPRA of all fi-
nancial documents I came to a
stunning conclusion. My 40 years
of professional cost engineering
and construction estimating
gave me great insight on num-
bers and financial analyses,
something that all but maybe
only one lacks on both the coun-
cil and the planning board. I
reiterate my statements that I
made to you that night.

What I found: Since the coun-
cil amazingly failed to even ana-
lyze expenditure impacts, I was
able to point out that Russo, the
developer himself, hired a pro-
fessional to calculate it. And the
result was that Garwood after
revenues and expenditures
would make only $50,000/year
extra! The defunct property pres-
ently pays $200,000 to the bor-
ough with no real expenditure

incurrence. Another resident, a
Mr. Corbin, said he has an analy-
sis that shows that Garwood
would actually loose $1.5 mil-
lion/year. He noted this was on
the editorial page of The
Westfield Leader last week.

In addition, in Russo’s finan-
cial calculation as to his profit
margin, he listed the top line
item of “property/demo/envi-
ronment” as $11.5 million. Not
shown but for the five acres,
that comes out to an unheard of
$2.2 million/acre. This is an “all-
in cost” which always includes
Hazmat cleanup costs since ei-
ther the owner pays for it or the
developer pays for it and de-
ducts it from the negotiated buy
price of the property.

I pointed out “all-in” costs
are normally around $1 to 1.5
million an acre. Examples are
the 15-acre Birchwood prop-
erty which is $1.2 million/acre,
the Garwood Millen property
on the market for $1.1 million
but will be negotiated down
due to their hazmat costs and
two Union County government
purchases for open space at
$880k per acre and $950k per
acre. So why does Russo have
a huge $2.2 million/acre price I
asked you?

I noted that this number
needed to be questioned. In
addition, I pointed out that a
spread sheet of Russo Devel-
oper showed that he figured he
could sell the property in seven
years and after all expenses and
debt paid off can make a clear
profit of $38 million. His project
cost he gave you this year is $80
million so that’s nearly a 50 per-
cent profit in seven years. Wow!

I then asked you to table this
ordinance — and find out about

Cranford Schools Test Drinking Water
For Compliance With Lead Regs

July 20, 2017 ...To protect our
community and be in compliance
with the Department of Educa-
tion regulations, Cranford Public
Schools tested its drinking water
for lead.

Following instructions given in
technical guidance developed by
the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, we
completed a plumbing profile for
each of the schools.

Through this effort, we identi-
fied and tested all drinking water
and food preparation outlets. Of
the 149 samples taken, 138 met
the standards established by the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency for lead in drinking water
(15 �g/l [ppb]).

Remedial Action: In accordance

with Department of Education
regulations, Cranford Public
Schools implemented immediate
remedial measures for any drink-
ing water outlet with a result
greater than the action level of
15 �g/l [ppb]. As soon as the
results were received, these 11
outlets were disconnected. These
water sources will either be re-
placed or remain disconnected
and access to water sources
equipped with a filtering system
will be provided. All replaced
water outlets will be retested
before additional use is permit-
ted. This process will be com-
pleted prior to the start of the
new school year.

Scott Rubin
Superintendent of Schools

Local Letters to the Editor
these surprising numbers proven
on paper and would more than
likely be a detriment to Garwood
and benefit to the developer. I
also noted that the council hired
professionals and that you
should direct them to look into
all these numbers to parse them
out since you are the ones that
know Garwood’s needs and they
are only here to help you.

After the public spoke, without
any responses to the residents,
you simply voted to approve the
PILOT ordinance. That’s when I
called you “idiots,” which I
quickly admit was crude. But the
question remains, are you idi-
ots?

One councilor dismissed it say-
ing people are passionate but
yet still did not even address the
possible grievousness they per-
petrated in ignoring serious flaws
in the financial reports.

Hello? Are you even listening
to your constituents concerns?
Two elected councilors during
the 2016 campaign said they
will fight for the best possible
benefit for the residents, and
they were elected, yet sadly are
just voting without noting that
the numbers could show they
did not get the best for Garwood.

We citizenry should all be dis-
illusioned with this council. The
myriad public hearings of the
planning board and council had
huge outcry from the residents
with many pointing out issues
and concerns, making many sug-
gestions and good to a degree
where those in power should

have least commented about
them. Both entities basically
said, sit down and shut up. Is
this being done for them or be-
ing done for the residents?

As I’ve noted many times, the
planning board proved a lack of
critical thinking and the council
proved their obstinate idiocy.
We can only assume, there are
agenda driven puppeteers be-
hind and controlling them want-
ing to create a new Garwood
2.0, major development, over-
crowding, high taxation, city-
like, nowhere close to the bor-
ough we love.

In the near future, I will pro-
pose something that if you do
care for, Garwood instead of
those puppeteers controlling
you, you should act on it. I al-
ready noted this to the mayor on
Saturday. I will hold off until the
next council meeting to explain.

P.S.: Although I condemn the
council as an entity, I exclude
councilor Ileen Cuccuro in this
condemnation.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood
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Cranford Helps
Climate Change

The Cranford Township com-
mittee deserves praise for
their decision to switch to 100
percent renewable energy for
the township electric service.
They did this at no additional
cost to taxpayers, indeed, the
overall expense is actually
less.

Actions such as this are es-
pecially important at the lo-
cal and state level, since we
all know that every effort is
being made in Washington to
turn back the gains of the
past years regarding climate
change.

Thank you Mayor Hannen,
Commissioners Patrick Giblin
and Ann Dooley for making
this happen.

Kent Lucas
Cranford


