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Local Flood Control Plan
Could End Flooding for Some

BOE Creates New Admin.
Post for Ex-WHS Principal

Standoff With Armed
Woman Ends Peacefully

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A three-and-a-half-
hour standoff between a distraught
woman and Westfield police ended
peacefully early Friday morning.

According to Police Chief David
Wayman, police were contacted at 9
p.m. Thursday to check on the wel-
fare of a resident on the 900 block of
Grandview Avenue. Upon entering
the residence, police officers came in
contact with a female, whose name
and age have not been released, who
had barricaded herself in her bed-
room and told them if they did not
leave the house she “would shoot
them through the door.”

Per department protocol, the offic-
ers exited the building and took two
other adult residents out of the home.

“Our officers withdrew from the
residence and took cover outside of
the house,” the chief said.

Police, he said, “secured the pe-
rimeter around the house and evacu-
ated the neighbors.”

The Westfield Police Department
Emergency Services Unit and crisis

negotiator with the department re-
sponded to the scene at which time
verbal contact with the woman was
attempted by a public address sys-
tem.

“After failing all attempts to have
contact with this woman entry was
made (into the house) by the Emer-
gency Services Unit,” Chief Wayman
said.

He said police forced entry into the
barricaded bedroom, coming in con-
tact with the woman, who had a fully
loaded, 40-caliber handgun “within
her reach.”

“She did not offer resistance” and
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to Overlook Medical Center
in Summit for evaluation, Chief
Wayman said. The incident ended
around 12:30 a.m.

Charges are pending against the
woman as the investigation continues
pending a review by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The woman was
not arrested as of Friday, Chief
Wayman said.

Fifteen officers responded to the
scene.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, New York Dis-
trict, (Army Corps) presented its $89
million Tentatively Selected Plan
(TSP) for flood risk management of
the Rahway River Basin, extending
from the Orange Reservoir through
Cranford and to Rahway, last Wednes-
day at Union County College (UCC).

In a map, shown on this page, the
areas in dark blue will see no flooding
in a 25-year flood event and the area
in light blue will see a reduction in
flooding, Ray Schembri, the Hydrau-
lic Team Leader for the Army Corps
told The Westfield Leader. Most of

the area in light blue is Nomahegan
Park and Lenape Park.

The majority of the area in dark
blue, within Cranford, is from ap-
proximately Edgewood Road and
Brookdale Avenue at the Northeast to
Herning Avenue, down to Normandie
Place and to Springfield Avenue to
the west of the river. “That is the bulk
of the area that floods in Cranford,”
Mr. Schembri said. Those dark blue
and light blue areas presented on the
map (and extend beyond those pa-
rameters mentioned above) would see
anywhere from about one-half foot to
two feet in a reduction of flooding in
a 25-year storm, he said.

The plan would allow for the water
at the Orange Reservoir to be low-
ered two days in advance of an ex-
pected hurricane, and the Army Corps
has allocated $32 million for that part
of the TSP.

Originally, Lenape Basin was to
have been modified to allow for the
raising of dikes when a thunderstorm
hit, and would have meant a signifi-
cant reduction of flood levels in the
township, Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. told The Leader. The Army Corps
took it out of the TSP and allocated it
to the dam at Orange Reservoir. The
township hopes to make the Lenape
project happen through other means.

Also, the channelization of the river
in Cranford has been “significantly
reduced” in the TSP of Alternative 4
a, Rifat Salim of the Army Corps told
The Leader since the plan devised

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick has
returned to work after 10 months’
unexplained absence, but he has not
returned as principal. Instead Mr.
Renwick will be director of special
projects, an administrative role cre-
ated especially for him by the board
of education.

Mr. Renwick went on paid medical
leave from the principal’s job in March
2016 and only returned to work this
month in a role that has never existed
in Westfield before.

And the former principal has al-
ready indicated that he plans to resign

from his new position in February
2018 when he reaches 25 years of
public service and earns the right to
increased state benefits.

His resignation was accepted a year
in advance by the board when his new
role was discussed in private session
at its recent meeting. Members voted
unanimously to transfer Mr. Renwick
to the position of director of special
projects and accept his resignation
from the role in February 2018.

No explanation has been given as
to the nature of Mr. Renwick’s medi-
cal issues and Board of Education
President Gretchan Ohlig says no
explanation will be given due to legal
restrictions.

“The board was unanimous in its
belief that this outcome is in the best
interest of Westfield High School and
all of our constituents,” said Ms.Ohlig.

The job description for Mr.
Renwick’s new position, which sees
his pay reduced from $171,949 to
$142,222, includes: “researching and
interpreting changes for district poli-
cies and designing a research project
aligned with us to finish it.”

However, Ms. Ohlig added,
“Given that the transfer of Mr.
Renwick is relatively recent, we are
still evaluating and determining spe-
cific ways that Mr. Renwick can help
the district complete needed research
about district policies and strategic
plan initiatives.”

Derrick Nelson, formerly assistant
principal, has been acting principal in
Mr. Renwick’s absence but will have
to apply for the permanent position of
principal which has now been posted
online.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN…Alec Peterson of the U.S. Army Corps shows a map denoting the areas that would see
a flood reduction as part of its channelization of the Rahway River in Cranford. The areas in dark blue would see no flooding
in a 25-year flood event and the area in light blue would see a reduction in flooding, Ray Schembri, the Hydraulic Team Leader
for the Army Corps, told The Westfield Leader.

about a year ago because of feedback
from sponsors and stakeholders in
the project.

The trapezoidal design of the
channelization would mean widen-
ing the river banks in some locations
and deepening the river bed to achieve
flood reduction. The river bed would
retain the natural channel bottom and
new vegetation would be planted to
stabilize the river banks.

A real estate plan, available on the
Army Corps website, shows 113 prop-
erties along the river, including resi-
dential and public owned property,
would require permanent and tempo-
rary easements by the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) to achieve the
channelization. Permanent easements
would equate to on average of five
feet on each side of the river banks,
Ms. Salim told The Leader.

Those easements would also mean
that permanent docks or structures
would not be allowed any longer, but
the landowner would be compensated
fair market value, Robert Volden, re-
alty specialist for the Army Corps
told The Leader. Temporary docks
would be allowed, as well as recre-
ational use of the river, he said.

The NJDEP would hold a public
meeting about the real estate plan,
probably in 2018 once the project
partnership agreement is executed
between NJDEP and the Army Corps,
the Chief’s Report is approved, and

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING DR. KING...The annual Martin Luther King Day March
through downtown Westfield was held on Monday. The march began at the
Westfield MLK memorial and finished at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMING TOGETHER ...Mohammed El Kasaby of the Islamic Center of Union
County enters the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church for Westfield’s Martin
Luther King Day Interfaith Commemorative Service on Monday.

Attorney Accuses Police of
Racism at Council Meeting

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Shouting
and waving a laptop which he al-
leged contained “videotaped evi-
dence of systemic racism, sexism
and abuse” by the members of the
Mountainside Police Department,
attorney Joshua F. McMahon spoke
during the public comment portion
of the borough council’s Tuesday
meeting.

Despite repeated requests from
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and Bor-
ough Attorney John Post that he lower
his voice and adhere to the rules
regarding the appropriate forum and
proper procedure for making claims
regarding police misconduct and
comply with the rules which limit
public comments to five minutes,
Mr. McMahon, a partner in the
Westfield firm of Schiller McMahon,
repeatedly invoked his alleged First
Amendment rights and accused coun-
cil members of “turning a blind eye”
to police misconduct. At one point
during the confrontation, after Mr.
McMahon refused to sit down, the
Mayor asked the police to escort Mr.
McMahon out of the building. He
then yielded the floor but continued
to claim that his right to confront the
lawmakers had been violated.

According to the Schiller
McMahon website, the firm obtained
a $850,000 settlement from the City
of Perth Amboy last year in a case
which alleged Civil Rights viola-
tions and malicious prosecution, by
borough officials and the firm also
represented retired Scotch Plains
Police Chief Brian Mahoney after he
was charged with driving under the
influence, reckless driving and fail-
ure to maintain lane following an
accident around midnight on Satur-

day, September 10, 2016, when he
veered off New Durham Road in
South Plainfield in his 2016 Dodge
Durango and struck a pole, accord-
ing to a NJ Advance Media/nj.com
report.

The public comment portion of
the meeting also included a request
from a resident of Mill Lane that the
council take steps to deal with what
he described as “horrendously dan-
gerous conditions” caused by speed-
ing drivers who use the area as a “cut
through” street. Claiming the street
should be renamed “Mill Parkway,”
the gentleman asked the council to
consider installing speed bumps or
increasing police patrols in the area.
In response to the resident’s con-
cern, the Mayor asked Borough Ad-
ministrator James Debbie to work
with Police Chief Allan Attanasio to
investigate what steps could be taken
to resolve the issue.

In other business, the council re-
viewed a proposal to provide fire-
works services from Garden State
Fireworks on July 4. The cost of the
popular fireworks show is  $15,000
and is shared by the borough, the
Mountainside PAL, and the Moun-
tainside Volunteer Fire Company and
council members unanimously voted
to approve the proposal and contrib-
ute $7,500. Council members also
voted to approve a 2-percent increase
in membership fees for the Moun-
tainside Community Pool.

As part of the commitment to en-
ter into shared service agreements
wherever appropriate the members
voted to continue to contract with a
regional health board to provide ba-
sic health and inspection services as
required by various state laws. The
council voted in favor of renewing

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
INTERFAITH SERVICE...Westfield’s Martin Luther King Day Interfaith Com-
memorative Service was held Monday at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Trump Inauguration
WASHINGTON, D.C. —

Donald J. Trump will be sworn in
as the nation’s 45th President at
noon tomorrow, Friday, January
20, on the West Lawn of the U.S.
Capitol. His oath of office will
precede that of former Indiana
Governor Michael R. Pence as
vice-president.

The inauguration ceremony and
President Trump’s address will
be followed by the traditional
parade down Pennsylvania Av-
enue, expected to last around 90
minutes. Said to be a low-key
inauguration, reports are that the
new President will only attend
three inauguration balls.
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STORY

Your

Governor, Full Legislature,
Council Seats on ’17 Ballot

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Voters this year will
elect a new governor as well as
choose state senators and assembly
members. Locally, there are elec-
tions for Westfield mayor and for
town councils in Westfield, Cran-
ford, Garwood and Mountainside.

Thus far, former U.S. ambassador
to Germany Phil Murphy, State Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth)
and Assemblyman John S.
Wisniewski (D-19th, Sayreville)
have filed paperwork to run for gov-
ernor for the Democrats along with
Republicans, Lieutenant Governor
Kim Guadagno and Assemblyman
Jack Ciattarelli (R-16th, Somerville).

All 120 members of the State Leg-
islature are up for election this year,
divided among 40 legislative dis-
tricts. Democrats hold a 24-to-16
majority in the Senate and a 52-to-
28 majority in the Assembly.

Some key players are Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester), Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37th, Teaneck), Sena-
tor and former Governor Richard
Codey (D-27th, Roseland), and vet-
eran Bergen County Senator Gerald
Cardinale (D-39th, Cresskill), who
has been a state lawmaker since 1980.

Veteran State Senator Joe Kyrillos
(R-13th, Red Bank) is retiring and
both GOP Assembly members in the
district, Declan O’Scanlon and Amy
Handlin, are interested in replacing
him. With Sen. Lesniak running for
Governor, Union County Sheriff and
former assemblyman Joseph Cryan
has said he will run for the senate
seat in the 20th District. Republican
Senator Kevin O’Toole in the 40th
District in Essex County also is retir-
ing.

Locally up for reelection are: Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
and Assembly members Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit),
whose district includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield; Senator Nick Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden) and Assembly mem-
bers Jim Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway)
and Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield),
whose district includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

At the county level, the office of
the sheriff which Mr. Cryan is vacat-
ing will be on the ballot along with

the Freeholder seats of Angel Estrada
of Elizabeth, Chris Hudak of Linden
and Vernell Wright of Union, all
Democrats, who are up for reelec-
tion.

At the municipal level, three-term
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, a
Republican, will be up for reelec-
tion. A former councilman, he was
first elected mayor in 2005. Also up
for reelection are Town Council
members Sam Della Fera (First
Ward), Ken Donnelly (Second
Ward), David Oliveira (Third Ward)
and Keith Loughlin (Fourth Ward),
all Republicans.

Fanwood Council members
Russell Huegel and Kevin Boris,
Democrats, are up for reelection.
Likewise, the terms of Garwood
Borough Council members Lou
Petruzzelli and Sara Todisco, Demo-
crats, are up this year. Mountainside
Council members Keith Turner and
Deanna Andre, both Republicans,
also are up for reelection.

In Cranford, Republican Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins, who was mayor
the past three years, is up for reelec-
tion along with current Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin, a Democrat.

At the school board level,
Westfield Board of Education mem-
bers Chris Langhart, Peggy Oster
and Mark Friedman are up for re-
election as are Cranford Board of
Education members Lisa Carbone,
Daniel Demarco and Kristen Mallon
as well as an unexpired seat held by
Kurt Petschow, Jr., the board presi-
dent. Garwood Board of Education
members Aaron Watkins, Christine
Guerriero, board president, and
Linda Koenig are up for reelection
this year as are Mountainside Board
of Education member Dante Gioia.

On the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, Evan Murray of
Scotch Plains and Jeanne Cleary of
Fanwood are up for reelection.

The deadline to file for the Tues-
day, June 6 Primary Election is Mon-
day, April 3, by 4 p.m.

As of December 31, there were
5,836,592 registered voters in New
Jersey including 2,081,625 Demo-
crats and 1,215,936 Republicans and
2,520,657 unaffiliated voters.

There is a total of 331,097 regis-
tered voters in Union County includ-
ing 147,428 Democrats, 48,484 Re-
publicans and 134,109 unaffiliated
voters.

Garwood BOE Hears
Policy Governance Overview

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the Tuesday night
meeting of the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation (BOE), the board heard a pre-
sentation by New Jersey School Boards
Association (NJSBA) representative
Gwen Thornton, heard reports from
board members and approved the pay-
ment of the December bills list in the
amount of $822,777.

BOE President Christine Guerriero
stated that the board would hold “in-
service presentations within school
board meetings two to three times a
year.” She then introduced Ms.
Thornton, stating that she would be
presenting “a review for those who are
new to the board, have been on the
board and as an FYI.”

Ms. Thornton said the NJSBA pro-
vides support and assistance for school
boards, calling BOEs “policy-making
bodies by design.” She stated that the
“role and responsibility” of the board is
to create policies based on district goals
and then give the administration and
teaching staff the responsibility of mak-
ing the day-to-day decisions based on
the policies. “You are a policy-making
body and that should be your primary
function,” she said. “You focus on what
goals you want to achieve and then pass
the responsibility [of achieving them]
on to the administration.”

“No board member has any authority
away from the board table,” Ms.
Thornton said. “The board, not board
members, have authority.” She re-
minded the BOE that its role is to
represent Garwood and its students.
“The challenge is learning balance be-
tween micro-managing or appearing to
the public as a bobble-head,” she said.

Ms. Thornton stressed to the BOE
that communication is “absolutely criti-
cal.” She continued by saying that there
should be “appropriate lines of com-
munication between board members,
administration and the public.” She re-
minded the board that executive ses-
sion items should “remain there” until it
is determined if they can be made pub-
lic or not.

“Boards of Education are not the
solution,” Ms. Thornton told the board.
“You are not problem solvers. You pro-
vide people with information to solve
their problems or get the answers for
them. Your role is to identify problems
and issues. Not offer solutions.”

Ms. Thornton concluded her presen-
tation by stating that the board should
abide by the code of ethics, ask ques-
tions, oversee but not micromanage
and provide frequent updates to the
community. “Your view is from the
balcony,” she said. “Looking at the
organization from above, but not get-
ting into the weeds.”

In other news, board member Susan
Groning reported that Garwood’s Stan-
dard & Poor’s rating went from an A+
to an AA-. “An AA- rating is actually
better,” she said. “If we ever go out for

a bond, we become more favorable and
perhaps would get a better interest rate.”

Superintendent Teresa Quigley re-
ported that between September 1, 2016
and December 31, 2016, there were
three incidents of violence and vandal-
ism. There were nine incidents of re-
ported HIB (harassment, intimidation
and bullying) in which three were con-
sidered HIB. Superintendent Quigley
asked Lincoln School Principal Mary
Emmons to explain HIB, which Ms.
Emmons said is defined by distinguish-
ing if the incident is motivated by race,
gender identity, special-education needs
or background, among other factors.
Ms. Emmons also said to be considered
HIB, the incident has to interfere with
the education process.

Ms. Emmons read a letter she re-
ceived congratulating Garwood on be-
ing recognized as a “top nationwide
collector of Little Bites.” Superinten-
dent Quigley explained that Little Bites
is a “company that recycles things
people don’t usually think about recy-
cling.” Lincoln School students have
been collecting the bags that contain
mini-muffins and sending them back to
the company, which recycles them.

Delivering her first report as a board
member, Tina Simitz stated that the
Education Committee discussed the
NJQSAC (New Jersey Quality Single
Accountability Continuum). She re-
ported that the NJQSAC comes in once
a year to review five components in-
cluding instruction and program, fiscal
accountability, governance, personnel
and operations. Ms. Simitz said that
Superintendent Quigley is working on
scheduling the review.

Ms. Simitz stated that Garwood re-
ceived its school self-assessment as
part of the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights
Act. “Each school’s grade is a raw score
from zero to 78,” she said. “Garwood
scored a 75.”

The board approved the
Chromebook Club and the Music/
Glee Club after school programs. Ms.
Simitz said the Chromebook Club is
for students in the fourth grade and
will be run by Mary Buono. The
Music/Glee Club is for middle-school
students in grades 6 through 8 and
will be run by Armando Gonzalez.
“Mr. G will offer this to kids who like
to sing for fun,” she said.

Board member Tracey Roland re-
ported that a recent fundraiser for the
Education Foundation of Garwood
(EFG) raised $350. She asked that resi-
dents “save the date” for the Annual
EFG Dinner to be held on Thursday,
April 27, at The Westwood, at which
time Garwood’s Person of the Year and
Educator of the Year will be announced.
More details will be given at an upcom-
ing meeting.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Board of Education will be held on
Tuesday, February 21, at 7:30 p.m., at
Lincoln School, located at 400 Second
Avenue.

Photo courtesy of Union County Office of Public Information
MLK AWARD...Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, right, issues a
proclamation honoring Cranford resident Catherine Felegi, the recipient of the
Clergy Council of Cranford’s 2017 Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Award. Ms.
Felegi created and organizes Operation Warm Heart at Cranford’s First Presby-
terian Church. The program provides overnight shelter and various services to
homeless Union County residents. The award was presented at Cranford’s 30th
Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Service last Thursday at the
First Baptist Church of Cranford. Joining them are Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. and Cindy Hannen, chairwoman of the Clergy Council.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
POLICY MAKERS…New Jersey School Boards Association representative
Gwen Thornton, standing, delivers a presentation to the Garwood Board of
Education on Tuesday night regarding their role as policy makers.

HELPING OTHERS...The “Lets Go Help Somebody” project in Westfield held
its annual bag-packing event to serve the homeless population in Newark on
January 14. Volunteers packed 325 drawstring bags, each containing a hat, gloves,
socks, various toiletries and personal hygiene essentials. The bags will be distrib-
uted at the homeless shelters and warming center run by Urban Renewal Corp. in
Newark.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Flooding

Correction
In the January 12 edition of The

Westfield Leader, the front page story
regarding the Westfield Planning
Board incorrectly identified Catherine
Cronin. The writer correctly identi-
fied Ms. Cronin, whose name was
mistakenly changed by a member of
the editing staff. We regret the error.

the TSP has been optimized, Ms.
Salim said. Also, a letter will be sent
to those affected landowners, and an
acquisition agent would reach out to
the property owners to discuss the
easement prior to work. Construc-
tion would most likely begin in 2020,
Engineer Paul Tumminello, of pro-
grams and project management divi-
sion of the Army Corps, told The
Leader. Much later than this year that
former Cranford mayor and repre-
sentative of the Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol Dan Aschenbach had said the
Council had anticipated. Work would
be complete by July 2023, Alec
Peterson of the Army Corps said.

Property owners would be com-
pensated for the land easements. “The
very first offer is the fair market value
the appraiser’s come up with. That is
the starting point,” Mr. Volden said.

“I will go kicking and screaming to
give up 870 square feet of my
riverfront property,” said Terri
Hunsingerof 203 Holly Street (a
37,100-square foot of residential
property according to the tax map).

“To me that would be awfully hard
to justify to 100-plus homeowners
who bought on the river to have ac-
cess to docks on the river to then have
a permanent easement without a
dock…,” Ms. Hunsinger said.

“You still own that property the
easement is on. It provides the gov-
ernment ability to go in and maintain
that channel,” Mr. Volden said.

Also, Cranford Canoe Club would
still be able to operate, Mayor Hannen
told The Leader.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski who attended the meet-
ing, told The Leader, “To let it go
would be a loss.”

“I seriously hope everyone gets
approval for this plan… To do noth-
ing would be wrong,” Ms. Kowalski
said.

Public comments can be made to
the Army Corps no later than Tues-
day, February 7. Details can be found
at www.nan.usace.army.mil/Rahway.

the existing contract with the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment. Mountainside will pay $38,514
in 2017 for critical services such as
disease screenings, immunizations,
environmental inspections and res-
taurant licensing, animal control ser-
vices, such as rabies vaccinations,
disease investigations, health edu-
cation and tracking vital statistics.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Racism

Mountainside Responds
To Attorney’s Allegations

MOUNTAINSIDE — The follow-
ing press release was submitted by
Mountainside Borough Attorney John
Post regarding Tuesday night’s bor-
ough council meeting.

“A lawyer, Joshua McMahon, dis-
rupted the Mountainside governing
body’s January 17 meeting and it
became necessary for Mayor (Paul
Mirabelli) to take action to control
the meeting. Mr. McMahon repre-
sents a member of the Mountainside
Police Department who is facing
charges for inappropriate conduct.
His client’s police disciplinary hear-
ing begins on January 20. Mr.
McMahon has been trying to force
the governing body to intervene in
the hearing by threatening to expose
alleged instances of misconduct by
other members of the Mountainside
Police Department, if the governing
body does not intervene in the hear-
ing.

“The governing body is not going
to be blackmailed into intervening in
a police disciplinary hearing.
McMahon has been told that if he or
his client have allegations regarding
misconduct by members of the Moun-
tainside Police Department they
should take such allegations to the
authorities who are specifically re-
sponsible for dealing with such alle-
gations – Internal Affairs of the Po-
lice Department and/or the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.
McMahon was told that again at the
January 17 meeting, but he persisted
in his disruptive behavior and did not
desist until it was necessary for the
Mayor to threaten his removal.

“The police disciplinary hearing
scheduled for January 20 will pro-
ceed without intervention by the gov-
erning body. If McMahon, his client,
or anyone else have information or
allegations about alleged misconduct
by police officers they should contact

the Internal Affairs Department of the
Mountainside Police Department or
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WE WILL OVERCOME...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and his wife,
Debbie, take part in the Westfield Martin Luther King Day march through
downtown Westfield on Monday.

Scotch Plains Council Intros.
Health Insurance Ban
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance that will prohibit part-
time and appointed township employ-
ees and officials from receiving town-
ship-provided health benefits.

The issue of health benefits for
elected officials was raised during
last year’s municipal campaign when
then-mayor Kevin Glover, who had
accepted such benefits, defended his
actions, saying he had, in effect, been
grandfathered in because he has been
a member of the council since Janu-
ary 2007 — well before various
changes in state law forbid part-time
government workers from receiving
health benefits. Mayor Al Smith, who
defeated Mr. Glover last November,
vowed to enact an ordinance ending
any health insurance coverage for
elected officials. A public hearing and
vote on the ordinance will be held on
Tuesday, February 21.

In other business at its brief meet-
ing this week, Mayor Smith and Po-
lice Chief Ted Conley presided over a
ceremony promoting five police de-
partment officers to higher ranks:
Sergeant Jerald Brown, Sergeant
Stanley Pearson, Sergeant James
Ritchie, Sergeant David Lavery and
Lieutenant Albert Sellinger.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
informed the council that the recre-
ation commission was now at full
strength with the recent appointments
of two new members: Deanna Dell
Bene and former councilwoman Col-
leen Gialanella. Mike Walsh will serve
again as the commission’s chairman.
Deputy Mayor Jones said that a pre-
sentation on the history of the Shady
Rest golf course was planned for
Monday, February 13 at the Jewish
Community Center. Councilman Ted
Spera said he and the mayor met last
week with shared services counter-
parts from Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
as well as the two towns’ police chiefs,
to discuss programs being imple-
mented for better school safety.

The council also introduced an ordi-
nance that formally appropriates
$185,000 from the state Department of

Transportation to help finance a milling
and paving project on East Second
Street. A contract not to exceed $55,000
was awarded to Animal Control Solu-
tions for animal control services for
2017. The council also passed resolu-
tions appointing Robert LaCosta as the
township’s representative to the Plain-
field Area Regional Sewerage Author-
ity through January 2022.

A resolution appointing Frank
DeLuca and Kendra Duran to the
zoning board of adjustment was de-
layed briefly when Councilman John
Del Sordi, Jr. objected to what he
claimed was Ms. Duran’s appoint-
ment before council members had a
chance to review her resume. He said
that the usual procedure is for council
members to have ample time to re-
view potential appointees’ resumes
and qualifications prior to a formal
appointment, but that he had yet to
see Ms. Duran’s resume. After the
mayor said he would send Mr. Del
Sordi the resume in question — and
vowed to send prospective appoin-
tees’ resumes to the council well in
advance of any appointments — the
resolution was passed, with Mr. Del
Sordi being the lone vote against.

Ms. Ohlig said there had been a
number of applications and the inter-
view committee would be looking to
narrow these down and interview five
finalists for the position with a view
to making a recommendation to the
board early in March.

“At this point, the board is excited
and focused on moving forward to
identify a new principal for our high
school,” said Ms. Ohlig.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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BOE Creates New Admin.
Post for Ex-WHS Principal

Standoff With Armed
Woman Ends Peacefully

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A three-and-a-
half-hour standoff between a distraught
woman and Westfield police ended
peacefully early Friday morning.

According to Police Chief David
Wayman, police were contacted at 9
p.m. Thursday to check on the wel-
fare of a resident on the 900 block of
Grandview Avenue. Upon entering
the residence, police officers came in
contact with a female, whose name

and age have not been released, who
had barricaded herself in her bed-
room and told them if they did not
leave the house she “would shoot
them through the door.”

Per department protocol, the offic-
ers exited the building and took two
other adult residents out of the home.

“Our officers withdrew from the
residence and took cover outside of
the house,” the chief said.

Police, he said, “secured the pe-

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick has
returned to work after 10 months’
unexplained absence, but he has not
returned as principal. Instead Mr.
Renwick will be director of special
projects, an administrative role cre-
ated especially for him by the board
of education.

Mr. Renwick went on paid medi-
cal leave from the principal’s job in
March 2016 and only returned to
work this month in a role that has
never existed in Westfield before.

And the former principal has al-
ready indicated that he plans to re-
sign from his new position in Febru-
ary 2018 when he reaches 25 years
of public service and earns the right
to increased state benefits.

His resignation was accepted a year
in advance by the board when his new
role was discussed in private session
at its recent meeting. Members voted
unanimously to transfer Mr. Renwick
to the position of director of special
projects and accept his resignation
from the role in February 2018.

No explanation has been given as
to the nature of Mr. Renwick’s medi-
cal issues and Board of Education
President Gretchan Ohlig says no
explanation will be given due to le-
gal restrictions.

“The board was unanimous in its
belief that this outcome is in the best
interest of Westfield High School
and all of our constituents,” said
Ms.Ohlig.

The job description for Mr.
Renwick’s new position, which sees
his pay reduced from $171,949 to
$142,222, includes: “researching and
interpreting changes for district poli-
cies and designing a research project
aligned with us to finish it.”

However, Ms. Ohlig added:
“Given that the transfer of Mr.
Renwick is relatively recent, we are
still evaluating and determining spe-
cific ways that Mr. Renwick can help
the district complete needed research
about district policies and strategic
plan initiatives.”

Derrick Nelson, formerly assis-
tant principal, has been acting prin-
cipal in Mr. Renwick’s absence but
will have to apply for the permanent
position of principal which has now
been posted online.

Ms. Ohlig said there had been a
number of applications and the in-
terview committee would be look-
ing to narrow these down and inter-
view five finalists for the position
with a view to making a recommen-
dation to the board early in March.

“At this point, the board is excited
and focused on moving forward to
identify a new principal for our high
school,” said Ms. Ohlig.
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Council Intros. Health Insurance
Ban, Promotes Five Police Officers

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance that will prohibit part-
time and appointed township em-
ployees and officials from receiv-
ing township-provided health ben-
efits.

The issue of health benefits for
elected officials was raised during
last year’s municipal campaign
when then-mayor Kevin Glover,
who had accepted such benefits,
defended his actions, saying he had,
in effect, been grandfathered in be-
cause he has been a member of the
council since January 2007 — well
before various changes in state law

forbid part-time government work-
ers from receiving health benefits.
Mayor Al Smith, who defeated Mr.
Glover last November, vowed to
enact an ordinance ending any health
insurance coverage for elected offi-
cials. A public hearing and vote on
the ordinance will be held on Tues-
day, February 21.

In other business at its brief meet-
ing this week, Mayor Smith and
Police Chief Ted Conley presided
over a ceremony promoting five
police department officers to higher
ranks: Sergeant Jerald Brown, Ser-
geant Stanley Pearson, Sergeant
James Ritchie, Sergeant David
Lavery and Lieutenant Albert
Sellinger.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
informed the council that the recre-
ation commission was now at full
strength with the recent appoint-
ments of two new members: Deanna
Dell Bene and former council-
woman Colleen Gialanella. Mike
Walsh will serve again as the
commission’s chairman. Deputy
Mayor Jones said that a presenta-
tion on the history of the Shady Rest
golf course was planned for Mon-
day, February 13 at the Jewish Com-
munity Center. Councilman Ted
Spera said he and the mayor met
last week with shared services coun-
terparts from Fanwood and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, as well as the two towns’
police chiefs, to discuss programs
being implemented for better school
safety.

The council also introduced an
ordinance that formally appropri-
ates $185,000 from the state De-
partment of Transportation to help
finance a milling and paving project
on East Second Street. A contract
not to exceed $55,000 was awarded
to Animal Control Solutions for
animal control services for 2017.
The council also passed resolutions
appointing Robert LaCosta as the
township’s representative to the
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority through January 2022.

A resolution appointing Frank
DeLuca and Kendra Duran to the
zoning board of adjustment was de-
layed briefly when Councilman John
Del Sordi objected to what he
claimed was Ms. Duran’s appoint-
ment before council members had a
chance to review her resume. He
said that the usual procedure is for
council members to have ample time
to review potential appointees’ re-
sumes and qualifications prior to a

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DANCING FOR MLK...A Dance-a-thon to benefit ASPCA or Humane Society was among the Martin Luther King Day of
Service at the Scotch Plain-Fanwood YMCA on Monday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FEEDING THE HOMELESS..Youngsters make sandwiches for the Salvation
Army and the Plainfield YMCA Homeless Shelter as part pf the Martin Luther
King Day of Service at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA on Monday.

Photo courtesy of Cindy Weiss
FINAL RESTING PLACE?...A gravestone for Fannie Wood was found at the
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. The name and dates on the stone
call to mind Fanwood’s popular folklore figure, Fanny Wood, for whom the
borough’s annual fall festival is named.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOINING THE RANKS...Matthew John Ridge, pictured right, was named a new
firefighter to the Fanwood Fire Department during Tuesday night’s borough
council meeting. Fire Chief John Piccola is at left.
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Fanwood Seeks Green Acres
Grant for Nature Ctr., Park

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council held its first public hearing
Tuesday on the Green Acres Pro-
gram grant application. For the first
time in borough history, it is apply-
ing for New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Green Acres grant funds, Mayor
Colleen Mahr said. Should the bor-
ough receive the grant funding, it
would go towards Forest Road Park
improvements and Nature Center

improvements. The borough will
apply for $151,250 for Forest Road
Park and a 50/50 matching grant of
$125,605 for the Nature Center.

The Forest Road Park improve-
ments for Phase 1 is estimated at a
cost of $605,000; and would also be
partially funded through a $273,750
loan from the NJDEP should it be
available; and also $180,000 would
be paid as a “cash match” via funds
already granted through the Union
County Recreational Trust, the
council said.

If the funds are granted, the im-
provements to Forest Road Park
include removing the tennis courts,
adding an irrigation system, gazebo,
handball courts, a basketball court
with retaining wall and landscap-
ing. The improvements to the Na-
ture Center include installing deer-
safe fencing, landscaping and edu-
cational signage, rehabbing the
trails, and funding the goats that
naturally clear the invasive species
of plants there.

H2M was selected as a special
engineer to evaluate and look at the
borough’s sewer system and deter-
mine a value for the sewer system,
Councilman Russell Huegel said.
The contract is not to exceed
$34,500.

The council last February had dis-
cussed selling its underground sani-

tary sewer pipes to New Jersey
American Water under the Water
Infrastructure Protection Act. The
sale of the pipes would mean the
cost would then be passed to prop-
erty owners as a separate sewer fee
determined by New Jersey Ameri-
can Water. And the money the bor-
ough receives from the sale could
be used for a capital project or a tax
stabilization fund, Chief Financial
Officer Fred Tompkins said at the
council’s February 1, 2016 agenda
session.

An ordinance was introduced by
council to amend the exemption and
abatement for commercial and in-
dustrial structures in the rehabilita-
tion area that is along South Av-
enue. The ordinance is “an incen-
tive for people to rehab or do new
construction on existing commer-
cial properties,” Mayor Mahr said.

Total taxes collected for 2016 was
over $31 million, Councilman
Huegel said, and represents a 98
percent collection rate. Sewer re-
ceipts totaled $55,649 for 2016,
according to the tax collector’s re-
port.

Two Department of Public Works
(DPW) employees received a step
increase in salary.

The DPW was authorized to buy
two forklifts for $7,000 from the

Trump Inauguration
WASHINGTON, D.C. —

Donald J. Trump will be sworn in
as the nation’s 45th President at
noon tomorrow, Friday, January
20, on the West Lawn of the U.S.
Capitol. His oath of office will
precede that of former Indiana
Governor Michael R. Pence as
vice-president.

The inauguration ceremony and
President Trump’s address will
be followed by the traditional
parade down Pennsylvania Av-
enue, expected to last around 90
minutes. Said to be a low-key
inauguration, reports are that the
new President will only attend
three inauguration balls.
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STORY

Your

Governor, Full Legislature,
Council Seats on ’17 Ballot

Photo courtesy of Union County Office of Public Information
MLK AWARD...Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, right, issues a
proclamation honoring Cranford resident Catherine Felegi, the recipient of the
Clergy Council of Cranford’s 2017 Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Award. Ms.
Felegi created and organizes Operation Warm Heart at Cranford’s First Presby-
terian Church. The program provides overnight shelter and various services to
homeless Union County residents. The award was presented at Cranford’s 30th
Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Service last Thursday at the
First Baptist Church of Cranford. Joining them are Cranford Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. and Cindy Hannen, chairwoman of the Clergy Council.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Voters this year will
elect a new governor as well as choose
state senators and assembly mem-
bers. Locally, there are elections for
Westfield mayor and for town coun-
cils in Westfield, Cranford, Garwood
and Mountainside.

Thus far, former U.S. ambassador
to Germany Phil Murphy, State Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth)
and Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
(D-19th, Sayreville) have filed pa-
perwork to run for governor for the
Democrats along with Republicans,
Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno
and Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli (R-
16th, Somerville).

All 120 members of the State Leg-
islature are up for election this year,
divided among 40 legislative districts.
Democrats hold a 24-to-16 majority
in the Senate and a 52-to-28 majority
in the Assembly.

Some key players are Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester), Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37th, Teaneck), Sena-
tor and former Governor Richard
Codey (D-27th, Roseland), and vet-
eran Bergen County Senator Gerald
Cardinale (D-39th, Cresskill), who
has been a state lawmaker since 1980.

Veteran State Senator Joe Kyrillos
(R-13th, Red Bank) is retiring and
both GOP Assembly members in the
district, Declan O’Scanlon and Amy
Handlin, are interested in replacing
him. With Sen. Lesniak running for
Governor, Union County Sheriff and
former assemblyman Joseph Cryan
has said he will run for the senate seat
in the 20th District. Republican Sena-
tor Kevin O’Toole in the 40th District
in Essex County also is retiring.

Locally up for reelection are: Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
and Assembly members Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) and Nancy Munoz
(R-21st, Summit), whose district in-
cludes Cranford, Garwood, Moun-
tainside and Westfield; Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and Assem-

bly members Jim Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) and Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield), whose district includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

At the county level, the office of the
sheriff which Mr. Cryan is vacating
will be on the ballot along with the
Freeholder seats of Angel Estrada of
Elizabeth, Chris Hudak of Linden
and Vernell Wright of Union, all
Democrats, who are up for reelec-
tion.

At the municipal level, three-term
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, a
Republican, will be up for reelection.
A former councilman, he was first
elected mayor in 2005. Also up for
reelection are Town Council mem-
bers Sam Della Fera (First Ward),
Ken Donnelly (Second Ward), David
Oliveira (Third Ward) and Keith
Loughlin (Fourth Ward), all Republi-
cans.

Fanwood Council members Russell
Huegel and Kevin Boris, Democrats,
are up for reelection. Likewise, the
terms of Garwood Borough Council
members Lou Petruzzelli and Sara
Todisco, Democrats, are up this year.
Mountainside Council members
Keith Turner and Deanna Andre, both
Republicans, also are up for reelec-
tion.

In Cranford, Republican Commis-
sioner Andis Kalnins, who was mayor
the past three years, is up for reelec-
tion along with current Deputy Mayor
Patrick Giblin, a Democrat.

At the school board level, Westfield
Board of Education members Chris
Langhart, Peggy Oster and Mark
Friedman are up for reelection as are
Cranford Board of Education mem-
bers Lisa Carbone, Daniel Demarco
and Kristen Mallon as well as an
unexpired seat held by Kurt Petschow,
Jr., the board president. Garwood
Board of Education members Aaron
Watkins, Christine Guerriero, board
president, and Linda Koenig are up
for reelection this year as are Moun-
tainside Board of Education member
Dante Gioia.

On the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, Evan Murray of
Scotch Plains and Jeanne Cleary of
Fanwood are up for reelection.

The deadline to file for the Tues-
day, June 6 Primary Election is Mon-
day, April 3, by 4 p.m.

As of December 31, there were
5,836,592 registered voters in New
Jersey including 2,081,625 Demo-
crats and 1,215,936 Republicans and
2,520,657 unaffiliated voters.

There is a total of 331,097 regis-
tered voters in Union County includ-
ing 147,428 Democrats, 48,484 Re-
publicans and 134,109 unaffiliated
voters.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Standoff

Correction
In the January 12 edition of The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the
front page story regarding the
Westfield Planning Board incorrectly
identified Catherine Cronin. The
writer correctly identified Ms. Cronin,
whose name was mistakenly changed
by a member of the editing staff. We
regret the error.

rimeter around the house and evacu-
ated the neighbors.”

The Westfield Police Department
Emergency Services Unit and crisis
negotiator with the department re-
sponded to the scene at which time
verbal contact with the woman was
attempted by a public address sys-
tem.

“After failing all attempts to have
contact with this woman entry was
made (into the house) by the Emer-
gency Services Unit,” Chief Wayman
said.

He said police forced entry into the
barricaded bedroom, coming in con-
tact with the woman, who had a fully
loaded, 40-caliber handgun “within
her reach.”

“She did not offer resistance” and
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to Overlook Medical Center
in Summit for evaluation, Chief
Wayman said. The incident ended
around 12:30 a.m.

Charges are pending against the
woman as the investigation continues
pending a review by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The woman was
not arrested as of Friday, Chief
Wayman said.

Fifteen officers responded to the
scene.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CREATIVE MESSAGING..Kids create inspirational banners as part of the
Martin Luther King Day of Service at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood YMCA on
Monday.

Attorney Accuses Police of
Racism at Council Meeting

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Shouting
and waving a laptop which he alleged
contained “videotaped evidence of
systemic racism, sexism and abuse”
by the members of the Mountainside
Police Department, attorney Joshua
F. McMahon spoke during the public
comment portion of the borough
council’s Tuesday meeting.

Despite repeated requests from
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and Bor-
ough Attorney John Post that he lower
his voice and adhere to the rules re-
garding the appropriate forum and
proper procedure for making claims
regarding police misconduct and com-
ply with the rules which limit public
comments to five minutes, Mr.
McMahon, a partner in the Westfield
firm of Schiller McMahon, repeat-
edly invoked his alleged First Amend-
ment rights and accused council mem-
bers of “turning a blind eye” to police
misconduct. At one point during the
confrontation, after Mr. McMahon
refused to sit down, the Mayor asked
the police to escort Mr. McMahon
out of the building. He then yielded
the floor but continued to claim that
his right to confront the lawmakers
had been violated.

According to the Schiller
McMahon website, the firm obtained
a $850,000 settlement from the City
of Perth Amboy last year in a case
which alleged Civil Rights violations
and malicious prosecution, by bor-
ough officials and the firm also repre-
sented retired Scotch Plains Police
Chief Brian Mahoney after he was
charged with driving under the influ-
ence, reckless driving and failure to
maintain lane following an accident
around midnight on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10, 2016, when he veered off
New Durham Road in South Plainfield
in his 2016 Dodge Durango and struck
a pole, according to a NJ Advance
Media/nj.com report.

The public comment portion of the
meeting also included a request from
a resident of Mill Lane that the coun-
cil take steps to deal with what he
described as “horrendously danger-
ous conditions” caused by speeding
drivers who use the area as a “cut
through” street. Claiming the street
should be renamed “Mill Parkway,”
the gentleman asked the council to
consider installing speed bumps or
increasing police patrols in the area.
In response to the resident’s concern,
the Mayor asked Borough Adminis-
trator James Debbie to work with
Police Chief Allan Attanasio to in-
vestigate what steps could be taken to
resolve the issue.

In other business, the council re-
viewed a proposal to provide fire-
works services from Garden State
Fireworks on July 4. The cost of the
popular fireworks show is  $15,000
and is shared by the borough, the
Mountainside PAL, and the Moun-
tainside Volunteer Fire Company
and council members unanimously
voted to approve the proposal and
contribute $7,500. Council mem-
bers also voted to approve a 2-per-
cent increase in membership fees
for the Mountainside Community
Pool.

As part of the commitment to enter
into shared service agreements wher-
ever appropriate the members voted
to continue to contract with a regional
health board to provide basic health
and inspection services as required
by various state laws. The council
voted in favor of renewing the exist-
ing contract with the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department. Mountain-
side will pay $38,514 in 2017 for
critical services such as disease
screenings, immunizations, environ-
mental inspections and restaurant li-
censing, animal control services, such
as rabies vaccinations, disease inves-
tigations, health education and track-
ing vital statistics.

Mountainside Responds
To Attorney’s Allegations

MOUNTAINSIDE — The fol-
lowing press release was submitted
by Mountainside Borough Attorney
John Post regarding Tuesday night’s
borough council meeting.

“A lawyer, Joshua McMahon, dis-
rupted the Mountainside governing
body’s January 17 meeting and it
became necessary for Mayor (Paul
Mirabelli) to take action to control
the meeting. Mr. McMahon repre-
sents a member of the Mountain-
side Police Department who is fac-
ing charges for inappropriate con-

duct. His client’s police disciplin-
ary hearing begins on January 20.
Mr. McMahon has been trying to
force the governing body to inter-
vene in the hearing by threatening
to expose alleged instances of mis-
conduct by other members of the
Mountainside Police Department,
if the governing body does not in-
tervene in the hearing.

“The governing body is not going
to be blackmailed into intervening
in a police disciplinary hearing.
McMahon has been told that if he or
his client have allegations regard-
ing misconduct by members of the
Mountainside Police Department
they should take such allegations to
the authorities who are specifically
responsible for dealing with such
allegations – Internal Affairs of the
Police Department and/or the Union
County Prosecutor ’s Office.
McMahon was told that again at the
January 17 meeting, but he per-
sisted in his disruptive behavior and
did not desist until it was necessary
for the Mayor to threaten his re-
moval.

“The police disciplinary hearing
scheduled for January 20 will pro-
ceed without intervention by the
governing body. If McMahon, his
client, or anyone else have informa-
tion or allegations about alleged
misconduct by police officers they
should contact the Internal Affairs
Department of the Mountainside
Police Department or the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.”

Local Flood Control Plan
Could End Flooding for Some

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN…Alec Peterson of the U.S. Army Corps shows
a map denoting the areas that would see a flood reduction as part of its channelization
of the Rahway River in Cranford. The areas in dark blue would see no flooding
in a 25-year flood event and the area in light blue would see a reduction in flooding,
Ray Schembri, the Hydraulic Team Leader for the Army Corps, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, New York Dis-
trict, (Army Corps) presented its
$89 million Tentatively Selected
Plan (TSP) for flood risk manage-
ment of the Rahway River Basin,
extending from the Orange Reser-
voir through Cranford and to
Rahway, last Wednesday at Union
County College (UCC).

In a map, shown on this page, the
areas in dark blue will see no flood-
ing in a 25-year flood event and the
area in light blue will see a reduc-
tion in flooding, Ray Schembri, the
Hydraulic Team Leader for the Army
Corps told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times. Most of the area in
light blue is Nomahegan Park and
Lenape Park.

The majority of the area in dark
blue, within Cranford, is from ap-
proximately Edgewood Road and
Brookdale Avenue at the Northeast
to Herning Avenue, down to
Normandie Place and to Spring-
field Avenue to the west of the river.
“That is the bulk of the area that
floods in Cranford,” Mr. Schembri
said. Those dark blue and light blue
areas presented on the map (and
extend beyond those parameters
mentioned above) would see any-
where from about one-half foot to
two feet in a reduction of flooding
in a 25-year storm, he said.

The plan would allow for the wa-
ter at the Orange Reservoir to be
lowered two days in advance of an
expected hurricane, and the Army
Corps has allocated $32 million for
that part of the TSP.

Originally, Lenape Basin was to have
been modified to allow for the raising
of dikes when a thunderstorm hit, and
would have meant a significant reduc-
tion of flood levels in the township,
Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. told
The Times. The Army Corps took it out
of the TSP and allocated it to the dam
at Orange Reservoir. The township
hopes to make the Lenape project hap-
pen through other means.

Also, the channelization of the river
in Cranford has been “significantly re-
duced” in the TSP of Alternative 4 a,
Rifat Salim of the Army Corps told The
Times since the plan devised about a
year ago because of feedback from
sponsors and stakeholders in the project.

The trapezoidal design of the
channelization would mean widening

the river banks in some locations and
deepening the river bed to achieve
flood reduction. The river bed would
retain the natural channel bottom and
new vegetation would be planted to
stabilize the river banks.

A real estate plan, available on the
Army Corps website, shows 113 prop-
erties along the river, including resi-
dential and public owned property,
would require permanent and tempo-
rary easements by the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) to achieve the
channelization. Permanent easements
would equate to on average of five feet
on each side of the river banks, Ms.
Salim told The Times.

Those easements would also mean
that permanent docks or structures
would not be allowed any longer,
but the landowner would be com-
pensated fair market value, Robert
Volden, realty specialist for the
Army Corps told The Times. Tem-
porary docks would be allowed, as
well as recreational use of the river,
he said.

The NJDEP would hold a public
meeting about the real estate plan,
probably in 2018 once the project
partnership agreement is executed
between NJDEP and the Army
Corps, the Chief’s Report is ap-
proved, and the TSP has been opti-
mized, Ms. Salim said. Also, a letter
will be sent to those affected land-
owners, and an acquisition agent
would reach out to the property
owners to discuss the easement prior
to work. Construction would most
likely begin in 2020, Engineer Paul
Tumminello, of programs and
project management division of the
Army Corps, told The Times. Much
later than this year that former Cran-
ford mayor and representative of
the Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control Dan
Aschenbach had said the Council
had anticipated. Work would be
complete by July 2023, Alec
Peterson of the Army Corps said.

Property owners would be com-
pensated for the land easements.
“The very first offer is the fair mar-
ket value the appraiser’s come up
with. That is the starting point,” Mr.
Volden said.

“I will go kicking and screaming
to give up 870 square feet of my
riverfront property,” said Terri
Hunsingerof 203 Holly Street (a
37,100-square foot of residential
property according to the tax map).

“To me that would be awfully
hard to justify to 100-plus
homeowners who bought on the
river to have access to docks on the
river to then have a permanent ease-
ment without a dock…,” Ms.
Hunsinger said.

“You still own that property the
easement is on. It provides the gov-
ernment ability to go in and main-
tain that channel,” Mr. Volden said.

Also, Cranford Canoe Club would
still be able to operate, Mayor
Hannen told The Times.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski who attended the
meeting, told The Times, “To let it
go would be a loss.”

“I seriously hope everyone gets ap-
proval for this plan… To do nothing
would be wrong,” Ms. Kowalski said.

Public comments can be made to
the Army Corps no later than Tues-
day, February 7. Details can be
found at www.nan.usace.army.mil/
Rahway.

formal appointment, but that he had
yet to see Ms. Duran’s resume. Af-
ter the mayor said he would send
Mr. Del Sordi the resume in ques-
tion — and vowed to send prospec-
tive appointees’ resumes to the coun-
cil well in advance of any appoint-
ments — the resolution was passed,
with Mr. Del Sordi being the lone
vote against.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Health Ins.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Green Acres
now defunct Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Recycling Association that were left
on the premises.

CTM Environmental Services
contract for remediation to Block
64, Lot 6.02, which on the tax map
is borough property located between
Second Street and South Martine
Avenue along South Avenue, was
amended to add $5,000, increasing
the contract to $37,650, to provide
for unforeseen costs, the resolution
said.

The council’s three-year contract
with the consulting borough engi-
neer has expired and the council has
extended it for another month, end-
ing February 28.

The Fanwood Fire Department
has accepted a new member to the
department, Matthew John Ridge.

HELPING OTHERS...The “Lets Go Help Somebody” project in Westfield held
their annual bag packing event to serve the homeless population in Newark on
January 14. Volunteers packed 325 drawstring bags each containing a hat, gloves,
socks, various toiletries and personal hygiene essentials. The bags will be distrib-
uted at the homeless shelters and warming center run by Urban Renewal Corp. in
Newark.
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• Sign up now for our Camp Yachad day, travel, sports or 
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2 FREE months
2 FREE 30-minute 

personal training sessions
2 FREE group 
swim lessons

Join the JCC in 
January for 

ouble Savings

www ccn org 

Sponsored locally by:
Chelsea Senior Living 

Little Hearts, Big World CPR/First Aid Instruction

WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH FAIR

Learn what you need to know about women and heart attacks

6:30pm - 9:00pm
at The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Join us for healthy food, healthy talk and information about 

heart disease, the #1 killer of women. Wear your red proudly! 

yaD

Friday, February 3rd

Free gift of wine and chocolate!
Call 908-654-5200 for more info or directions.

Recognizing heart attack 
 symptoms in women
Blood pressure checks
Mini yoga class

Healthy food samples
Raffles
Vendors include Scentsy, Jamberry,
Be Craftful, Shaklee, Chloe & Isabel

CPR & First Aid Instruction

Sponsors:

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sen. Lesniak Threatens Suit Over
Christie $300-Mil. Statehouse Fix

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20th,
Elizabeth), a candidate for governor,
has threatened to sue Governor Chris
Christie’s administration if it does
not get legislative approval for a $300-
million renovation of the State
House’s executive wing,
northjersey.com has reported.

Sen. Lesniak said the administra-
tion would be in violation of state law
if it unilaterally pushed ahead with
the project.

State Treasurer Ford Scudder pre-
sented the governor’s plans for the
restoration project at a Senate Eco-
nomic Growth Committee hearing last
week. He said the project would take
four or five years to complete and
include a full interior and exterior
renovation of the executive wing plus
an infrastructure upgrade.

Guadagno Enters Race
To Become Next Governor

Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno
last Thursday formally entered the race
for governor, according to media re-
ports. The former Monmouth County
sheriff was elected as the state’s first
lieutenant governor in 2009 along with
Governor Chris Christie. According to
NJ Advance Media, State Assembly-
man Jack Ciattarelli (R-16th,
Somerville), Nutley Commissioner
Steve Rogers, and Ocean County busi-
nessman Joseph Rullo have declared
their candidacies.

 Scutari Endorses Cryan for
Senator In 20th Leg. District
State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-

22nd, Linden), has endorsed Union
County Sheriff Joseph Cryan for Sen-
ate in the 20th Legislative District.
Current Senator Ray Lesniak (D) is
running for governor.

The endorsement follows Union
County Democratic Chairman Jerry
Green, Democratic State Chairman
John Currie, 20th District Assembly
members Annette Quijano and Jamel
Holley, Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian
Bollwage and New Jersey State
Policemen's Benevolent Association
President Patrick Colligan.

 Rahway AD to Receive
$150 K to Settle Lawsuit

Rahway Athletic Director Thomas
Lewis is set to receive $150,000 to
settle a lawsuit against Rahway over
his arrest at Rahway High School in
2014, NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
has reported.

Mr. Lewis, a member of the Clark
Board of Education, reportedly signed

an agreement in December to settle the
lawsuit, NJ Advance Media reported.
Per the agreement, Mr. Lewis will drop
all claims against the city and eight
members of the police department, in-
cluding Police Chief John Rodger.

He has claimed the arrest was re-
taliation by Chief Rodger because he
(Mr. Lewis) repeatedly rejected the
chief’s request that more police be
hired to provide security at Rahway
sporting events.

Kean, Bateman Oppose Rule
Against ‘Thin Blue Line’

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) and Senator
Christopher “Kip” Bateman (R-16th,
Somerville) have voiced their disap-
proval of the Federal Highway
Administration’s (FHA) guidance
against the painting of a “Thin Blue
Line” between the double-yellow cen-
ter line on roadways.

The Senators said they will intro-
duce a resolution stating that New
Jersey disapproves of this interpre-
tation, and argue that municipali-
ties should have the ability to show
support for their police forces.

“Many recognize the danger police
officers put themselves in,” Senator
Kean said. “In many ways, it’s a thank-
less job, but they continue to go out
for every shift to ensure the public is
safe. If a town chooses to honor them
for their service, they should have the
ability to do so.”

The FHA ruling notes that blue
markings are reserved for designat-
ing handicap parking spaces in accor-
dance with the international symbol
of accessibility parking. The measure
disapproves of the FHWA determina-
tion that the thin blue line between
double-yellow centerline marking
does not comply with Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for
Streets and Highways.

Bramnick Introduces Bill
Allowing Blue Lines for Cops
Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st) has introduced
legislation  that would allow mu-
nicipalities and counties to paint
blue lines (please see above)  to
show their support for law enforce-
ment.

“Last year was a particularly diffi-
cult year for law enforcement,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “Allowing local offi-
cials to paint blue lines on their roads
is a show of solidarity, a way to bring
communities together to support the
men and women whose sole purpose
is to serve and protect.”

Diversion  Program Proposed
For Vets Who Are Arrested

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has introduced legislation
(A-4476) creating a statewide veteran’s
diversion program that ensures a
veteran’s special circumstances are
taken into account following an arrest.

“The program is modeled after New
Jersey’s existing PTI program, but is
specific to veterans,” Mr. Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield). “A number of the
men and women who honorably served
our country suffer from PTSD. This
measure is an alternative to the tradi-
tional criminal justice process. Eli-
gible veterans will receive the proper
support and treatment they need and
deserve.”

Under the program, a veteran who
has committed a crime will be diverted
away from the criminal justice system
and into case management services.

The program assigns other veter-
ans as volunteer mentors to help those
going through the diversion program
or given probation. The Department
of Military and Veterans of Affairs
would provide a registry of mentors
for the judiciary and county prosecu-
tors. The department would also co-
ordinate with the federal Veterans
Administration to facilitate outreach
and services.

Judges with previous military ex-
perience or expertise in veterans’ is-
sues would coordinate the program in
each county. Judges, court adminis-
trators, public defenders, prosecutors
and probation personnel would be
given special training.

The legislation also requires the state
attorney general to annually report to
the State Legislature to help determine
how to improve or expand the program.

Panel Begins Hearings on
School Funding Formula

Fanwood Receives ROID
Grant Award for 2017

FANWOOD — Fanwood has re-
ceived a Recreational Opportunities
for Individuals with Disabilities
(ROID) grant for 2017 from the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs. The $16,500 grant will fund
additional programming to include
children with disabilities in sports
programs and teen social nights, build-
ing on the success of Fanwood’s ex-
isting program.

The project unites Fanwood and
Intensive Therapeutics, a Fanwood-
based non-profit, charitable organi-
zation that provides group and indi-
vidual occupational therapy services
to children with special needs.

“We are thrilled to expand our ser-
vices and programming to meet more
of the needs of children with special
needs in Fanwood and the surround-
ing areas,” Executive Director Scott
Matthews said. “The support of
(Fanwood) Mayor (Colleen) Mahr
and the community of Fanwood has
been tremendous and it is greatly
appreciated by the children and the
families we serve.”

With peer-mentors and the col-
laborative efforts of the local
leagues coaches, the program will
provide opportunities for children
and teens with disabilities to be
successful in participating in a va-
riety of recreational programs
within their own community. The
program creates cost-effective rec-
reational alternative for parents and
will focus on building skills for
children to participate in main-
stream programs.

“I’m thrilled to get this grant again.”
Mayor Mahr said. “It will go a long
way to ensuring this vital program
continues to grow and provide safe,
affordable, and positive recreational
programs for children with disabili-

ties.”
Fanwood has operated a program

for several years, with over 50 chil-
dren each year participating and
roughly 75 percent of children in-
terested in sports programming
moving forward with a mainstream
league once they feel comfortable
and able.

Previous programming had fo-
cused on active recreation alongside
Occupational Therapy (OT), how-
ever the borough recognized a need
to expand passive recreational op-
portunities. Based on the needs and
desires of participants, Intensive
Therapeutics and the borough de-
veloped social activities for older
students in 2015. “Teen Nights” at-
tracts students of all ages to partici-
pate and socialize with other dis-
abled children throughout northern
and central New Jersey.

The goal of this program is to in-
crease recreational opportunities for
individuals with disabilities year-
round, so various components of this
program must operate independently
of one another. These programs in-
clude youth soccer, youth basketball,
and bicycle riding skill-building les-
sons.

Teen social nights will take place
monthly in coordination with
Fanwood, the Scotch Plains Town-
ship, Intensive Therapeutics and rep-
resentatives from an organization for-
merly known as Autism Family Times.
The program enables disabled and
non-disabled children to co-mingle
during inclusive recreational activity,
and allows for access of active and
passive recreational opportunities
year-round.

Details and registration for the pro-
grams can be found at
intensivetherapeutics.org.

Panel OKs Bills for
Home Lead Inspections

TRENTON — The State Assem-
bly Housing and Community Devel-
opment Committee has approved two
bills that would enhance inspections
of homes as a lead poisoning preven-
tion measure.

A-3585 would allow municipali-
ties to conduct home inspections at
least once every five years. Proper-
ties certified to be free of lead-based
paint, constructed during and after
1978, and seasonal rental units would
be exempt from the inspection re-
quirements. Its companion bill, A-
3611, would ensure that rentals are
being inspected for lead before a new
tenant moves into the home.

TRENTON – New Jersey Assembly
Speaker Vincent Prieto (D-32nd,
Secaucus) has announced the Assembly
Education Committee was to hold the
first of several hearings on New Jersey
school funding on January 18th as the
Assembly looks to improve on the never-
fully funded school funding formula.

“Concerns about school funding in
communities across the state have
gone on far too long without being
resolved,” Speaker Prieto said. “It’s
unacceptable that state government
has gone years without properly fund-
ing a constitutional school funding
formula, hurting both children and
property taxpayers. It’s time to revisit
that process, but we need input and
opinions from experts and taxpayers
across the state. If this was an easy
fix, it would have been done a long
time ago, but the Assembly is ready to
start the hard work of finding a solu-
tion that’s fair to taxpayers, school
districts and children across the state.”

The panel will hold three public
hearings across the state, one in each
region. The three public hearings will
be held at hours convenient for the
public to attend.

“This is about educating all our chil-
dren and providing fairness to taxpay-
ers,” Speaker Prieto said. “All chil-
dren deserve a quality education and
all property taxpayers deserve relief.”

More details on those three public
hearings will be announced shortly.

Among those who were invited to
testify at the January 18 hearing were:
the New Jersey School Boards As-

sociation, New Jersey Association of
School Administrators, New Jersey
Association of School Business Offi-
cials, New Jersey Principals and Su-
pervisors Association, Garden State
Coalition of Schools, New Jersey
Council of County Vocational Schools,
New Jersey Education Association,
American Federation of Teachers New
Jersey, Education Law Center, Save
Our Schools NJ, the Statewide Parent
Advocacy Network of New Jersey and
Advocates for Children of New Jer-
sey. “The status quo is unfair and unac-
ceptable. We all know it, but we can
and will do better, and I am fully
confident in the Assembly Education
Committee’s ability to get this done,”
Speaker Prieto said.

N.J. One of Eight States Selected
For Mental Health Demo. Program

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has announced
that New Jersey has been selected to
participate in a demonstration pro-
gram to expand access to community
mental health services and strengthen
the quality of care for those living
with mental and behavioral health
issues.

The demonstration program
was created under Mr. Lance’s
Excellence in Mental Health Act,
which was signed into law in
2014.

New Jersey will receive a planning

grant to work with interested commu-
nity mental health centers, Federally-
Qualified Health Centers, VA clinics and
other mental health organizations to de-
sign a state program that meets the new
quality standards for Certified Commu-
nity Behavioral Health Centers.

Mr. Lance has supported putting
community mental health centers on
more equal footing with other health
centers by improving quality stan-
dards and offering patients increased
services like 24-hour crisis psychiat-
ric care, counseling and integrated
services for mental illness.
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Westfield Approves
Appointments for 2017

WESTFIELD — Acting Mayor,
JoAnn Neylan; Alternate Acting
Mayor – Sam Della Fera.

Council Appointments:
Planning Board Liaison, Council-

man Sam Della Fera (one year);
Board of Adjustment: John DeSena

(four years), James Kelly (alternate,
two years), and Mary Alice Ryan (al-
ternate, two years).

Special Improvement District
Board: Merchant, Frank Isoldi, Jr.
(three years); Resident, Shawn Hanna
(three years); Council Designee, Sam
Della Fera (one year); Mayor Desig-
nee, Stephanie Walsh (one year), and
Town Administrator James Gildea
(one year).

Mayoral Appointments (one year
each):

Municipal Prosecutor Anthony
Prieto, Public Defender Gavin
Handwerker, and official newspapers,
The Westfield Leader and The Star-
Ledger.

Mayor Board Appointments:
Board of Health: Dr. Lawrence

D. Budnick (four years), Dr.
Vasilios Diamantopoulos (four
years); Alicia Barker (one-year un-
expired term); Andrew Kirna (two-
year unexpired term); Neil Snitow
(alternate, two years); and Council
Liaison, David Oliveira (one year).

Recreation Commission: Peter
Echausse (chairman, one year), as
board member (three years); Larry
McDermott (three years), Kevin
Neylan (three years), Gary Fox (three
years), Beth Dencker (alternate, three
years), Karen Petruzzi (alternate, three
years), and Council Liaison, Frank
Arena (one year).

Historic Preservation Commis-
sion: James Corcoran (two-year un-
expired term); Alicia Barker (two-
year unexpired term); Michael
Fisher (alternate, two years), and
council liaison, Ken Donnelly (one
year).

Board of Architectural Review:
Robert Bennacchio (three years).

Tree Preservation Commission:
Mike Schuman (three years); Brian
Daly (three years), and Council Liai-
son Sam Della Fera (one year).

Memorial Library Board: James
J. Capone, Jr. (five years), and Coun-
cil Liaison, Ken Donnelly (one
year.)

Communications Advisory Board:
Dierdre Malacrea (three years).

Westfield Housing Commission:
Joseph Farella and John DeSena (ex-
officio, one-year terms), Katherine
Clifford (one year), and Ronald
Bansky (one year).

Planning Board: Tom Walsh (four
years), Darielle Walsh (four years);
Town Engineer Kris McAloon (one
year); Bill West (alternate, two years);
Robert Davis (alternate, one year),
and Mike Fisher (Mayor’s Designee,
one year.)

Community Development Revenue
Sharing Committee: John DeSena
(one year) and Town Engineer Kris
McAloon (one year.)

Insurance Advisory Board: Ronald
Bansky (three years) and Joseph
Dazzo (three years).

Solid Waste Advisory Board:
Vincent Spera (one year).

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Board: John Morgan (delegate,
one year), George Lanzano (alter-
nate, one year).

Council Liaisons: Chamber of
Commerce, Councilman Mark
LoGrippo; Union County League of
Municipalities, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky; Board of Education,
Councilman Sam Della Fera; Sec-
ond Senior Citizens Housing Corpo-
ration Liaison, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky, and Municipal Alliance/
PANDA liaison, Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan.

Standing Council Committees:
Finance Policy Committee, JoAnn

Neylan, chairwoman; Frank Arena,
vice-chairman; Sam Della Fera, and
David Oliveira.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee: Keith Loughlin,
chairman; Mark LoGrippo, vice-
chairman; JoAnn Neylan, and Doug
Stokes.

Code Review and Town Property
Committee: Sam Della Fera, chair-
man; Ken Donnelly, vice-chairman;
Mark LoGrippo, and Keith
Loughlin.

Public Works Committee: David
Oliveira, chairman; Doug Stokes,
vice-chairman; Frank Arena, and Ken
Donnelly.

County Freeholders Make
2017 Appointments

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holder Chairman Bruce Bergen and
Freeholder Board made the follow-
ing appointments during their reorga-
nization meeting on January 8th.

Official Newspapers: Gannett NJ
Newspaper (Home News Tribune,
Courier News), Worrall Community
Newspapers (Union County Local
Source), La Voz, Westfield Leader/
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, NJ
Advanced Media (Star-Ledger), NJN
Publishing (Suburban News), El
Especialito, Vistazo Hispano, LLC,
Luso Americano Co., Inc., and
TAPinto.net.

Auditor: Suplee, Clooney & Com-
pany, Westfield; Special Counsel,
Rogut McCarthy, LLC, Cranford,
New Jersey.

Labor and Personnel Counsel,
Bauch, Zucker, and Hatfield, Roth
D’Aquanni, LLC, and Eric M.
Bernstein & Associates, LLC, War-
ren.

Personnel Counsel, Springfield,
LLC, Springfield, and Ruderman,
Horn & Esmerado, Springfield.

Worker’s Compensation Defense
Counsel, James Jude Plaia.

Union County Planning Board
Counsel, Manuel R. Grova.

Risk Management Service,
Acrisure of Woodbridge (three
years).

New Jersey Association of Coun-
ties Representatives: Freeholder
Vernell Wright (Delegate), Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski (Alternate), and
County Manager Alfred J. Faella (Sec-
ond Alternate) (all one year).

North Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Authority, Freeholder Angel
Estrada (Delegate) and Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski (Alternate) (all
one year).

Union County Delegate to
Meadowlink, Freeholder Angel
Estrada ((one year).

Union County Improvement Au-
thority, Scott M. Huff of Clark (three
years).

Union County Improvement Au-
thority, Anthony Scutari and Steve
Hockaday (re-appointments, five
years).

Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical School Board of Education,
(new appointments) Jon-Henry
Barr (November 1, 2016 to Octo-
ber 31, 2020); and Jean Perkins
(November 1, 2015 to October 31,
2019).

Local Advisory Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Abuse (Mental
Health), Sonja Ash.

Shade Tree Advisory Board, (re-

appointment) Margaret Bandrowski,
(three years).

Emergency Management Council,
(one-year term) Alfred Faella (county
manager), Andrew Moran (public
safety director) Christopher Scaturo
(Office of Emergency (OEM) Mgmt.
coordinator), William Kane (deputy
OEM coordinator), Chris Debbie
(county police chief), Frederic Fretz
(fire coordinator), Gareth Williams
(Emergency Medical Services coor-
dinator), Thomas Mineo (damage
assessment/county engineer),
Sebastian D’Elia (public information
officer), Michael Redding
(Elizabethtown Gas), Grace Park (act-
ing prosecutor), Joseph Cryan (sher-
iff), Joseph Graziano, Jr. (DPW di-
rector), Annarelly McNair (health
officer) and Michael McIntyre (Sal-
vation Army).

Fire Services Advisory Board (one-
year term: Joseph Moschello (Fire
Prevention Association), Steven Ruhl
(Fire Academy dean), Gary Steitz (fire
investigation representative), Andrew
Moran (public safety director), Chris-
topher Scaturo (emergency services
director/chief), William Kane (emer-
gency services deputy), Eric Evers
(chief, Combo Department), Joseph
Signorello (chief, volunteer depart-
ment), Thomas McNamara (largest
city fire chief), Micahel Scanio (2nd
largest fire chief), Dan Czeh (presi-
dent, Fire Chief Association), Fred
Fretz (county fire coordinator) and
Kristen Von St. Paul (Emergency Ser-
vices support staff).

Union County Voter Accessibility
Advisory Board (January 1, 2016
through December 31, 2018), Board
of Election Administrator Dennis
Kobitz, and Board of Elections Com-
missioners Mary Ellen Harris, John
DiSimone, Clara Harelik and Marie
Oakie; public members Richard
Barry, Aneil Badri and John Becker;
Helen Alvarado (trained in provisions
ADA) and Leslie Gutierrez (disabled
rep.)

Union County Planning Board,
Steven Le and Michael DeRosa (re-
appointed) and Arthur Kobitz (three
years terms).

Construction Board of Appeals,
Charles Medallis (electrical subcode,
two years).

Union County Commission on the
Status of Women: Michele
Yamakaitis, Sara Todisco and
Catherine Melchione (re-appoint-
ments, three years); and Phyllis
Mirabella, Lisa Bonanno and Nicole
D’Augustine (appointments, three
years).

Lance Statement on Repeal,
Replace of Obamacare

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following statement after the U.S.
House passed a budget resolution that
gives Congress the legislative tools
to repeal and replace Obamacare:

“With passage of S. Con. Res. 3,
Congress has taken an initial step,
albeit a procedural step, toward mak-
ing critical improvements to our health
care system. Too many Americans
are disappointed and disillusioned
with Obamacare. The law is too ex-
pensive, too restrictive and too bur-
densome. Premiums have dramati-
cally increased, co-ops and state ex-
changes have failed and medical costs
continue to skyrocket.

“That’s why the health care law
must be repealed and replaced with
true reforms that include more choices
and competition, lower prices and
comprehensive, high quality
healthcare that all Americans deserve.

“And as a member of the House
Energy and Commerce Health Sub-
committee I will work with my col-
leagues and the incoming Adminis-
tration in developing repeal legisla-

tion that will include a stable transi-
tion period as we work toward enact-
ing responsible and effective health
care reforms as outlined above.”

Mr. Lance has called for replacing
the health care law with more patient-
centric sensible proposals. They in-
clude bolstering health savings ac-
counts, incentives for states to con-
trol health care costs, allowing insur-
ance companies to sell policies across
state lines, permitting small businesses
to pool together to purchase coverage
for their employees, creating state-
based insurance pools for individuals
with pre-existing conditions and medi-
cal malpractice reform.

He also supports health care poli-
cies allowing children to stay on their
parents’ insurance plan until age 26,
prohibiting lifetime limits on insur-
ance coverage, protecting those indi-
viduals suffering from preexisting
conditions and making refundable tax
credits available have bipartisan sup-
port and will undoubtedly be incor-
porated into the next generation of
healthcare reforms pushed by con-
gressional Republicans.

U.S. Army Corps. Extends Review
Period for Rahway River Report/EIS
REGION — The U.S Army Corps of

Engineers (Corps) New York District
(District), in partnership with the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP), has announced
the extension of the review period for
the Draft Integrated Feasibility Report/
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for the Rahway River Flood Risk Man-
agement Study for an additional 15
days.

A notice of availability for the Draft
Integrated Feasibility Report and EIS
was published in the December 9, 2016
issue of the Federal Register.

Comments on the Draft Integrated

Feasibility Report/EIS are due Tues-
day, February 7. Comments received
by the due date will assist in the agency’s
evaluation of the project changes and
will be reflected in the project record.
The Draft Integrated Feasibility Report
and EIS, and instructions for submit-
ting written and email comments are
available on the New York District’s
website at: www.nan.usace.army.mil/
Rahway.

General questions regarding the
Rahway River Basin Flood Risk Man-
agement Feasibility Study can be di-
rected to Rifat Salim, project manager,
Rifat.Salim@usace.army.mil, or (917)
790-8215.

All written comments, including con-
tact information, will be made a part of
the administrative record, available to
the public under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA). The administrative
record, or portions there of, may also be
posted on the Engineers Corps.’ website.

Due to resource limitations, this of-
fice generally cannot acknowledge re-
ceipt of comments or respond to indi-
vidual letters or comments.

Two Charged for Heroin, Gun
COUNTY — Union County Po-

lice last week arrested two men af-
ter a motor vehicle stop that yielded
23 packages of heroin, a loaded 40-
caliber handgun that was unlaw-
fully possessed containing illegal
hollow point bullets, and marijuana.

Union County Police Detectives
Dino Capra and Joseph Ferraioii con-
ducted a stop for a motor vehicle
violation at West Second Street in
Plainfield last Thursday, and smelled
and observed marijuana in the ve-
hicle. After a brief investigation the

detectives also located the loaded
gun, heroin, and arrested the two
occupants, Troy White, 31, of
Piscataway and Francis Lockley, 27,
of Plainfield.

White and Lockley were charged
with a number of crimes, including
possession of a handgun, possession
of hollow point bullets and numer-
ous drug offenses. Both White and
Lockley were transported to the
Union County jail to await a bail
hearing.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help
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More Letters on
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Townhomes Would Destroy
Character of Neighborhood

Better Options Should Be
Considered for Westfield Property

Fanwood May Be Small, But It Is
Packed With Love and Kindness

Does Lance Also
Oppose Entitlements?
On January 13, the Republican

House of Representatives passed a
budget resolution to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. Local Republican
Congressman Leonard Lance sup-
ported the resolution.

Congressman Lance should tell his
constituents whether he also opposes
Medicare, Medicaid and Social Se-
curity.

Otto Picard
Scotch Plains

‘Let’s Go Help
Somebody’

Thanks Community
On January 14, the “Let’s Go Help

Somebody” project held their annual
bag packing event to serve the home-
less population in Newark. Our vol-
unteers packed 325 drawstring bags
each containing a hat, gloves, socks,
various toiletries and personal hy-
giene essentials. The bags will be
distributed at the homeless shelters
and warming center run by Urban
Renewal Corp. (URC) in Newark.

We want to acknowledge and thank
the following: ShopRite-Garwood,
Stop & Shop, Trader Joe’s, Washing-
ton School in Westfield, Von E.
Mauger Middle School in Middlesex,
Westfield PAL Mentoring Club,
Westfield Community Center and the
many people who so generously and
selflessly contributed money, prod-
ucts, and/or their time towards the
betterment of the human condition.

Theo Truch
Laurie Wood, Volunteers

Warren Rodger Thompson, Program
Dir. (URC)

“Let’s Go Help Somebody” Project
Westfield

Won’t You Consider Becoming
Member of Garwood Green Team?

Last August, a local Westfielder
wrote to you about a neighborhood
group that has formed to object to and
fight against an out-of-town builder
who wants to “shoehorn” six very
large townhomes and a parking lot at
1481 East Broad Street into a space
that is less than one-acre. I am writing
to you, Westfielders, to look for your
support in opposing this proposal as
if this builder gets approval for this
project, this could happen to your
neighborhood. We, as well as our
neighbors, invested in this single-fam-
ily community with a specific charac-
ter – this project threatens this invest-
ment and charm.

This project completely contradicts
the zoning use of the property as a
single-family residential area. Eleven
variances being sought are signifi-
cant which:

Unites Per Acre (6.09 requested vs.
3.7 permitted);

Building Coverage (19.6 percent

requested vs. 10.0 percent permit-
ted);

Floor Area Ratio (36.1 percent re-
quested vs. 20.0 percent permitted);

All Improvements Coverage (45.1
percent requested vs. 20.0 percent
permitted);

Stories (3.5 requested vs. 2.5 per-
mitted).

The builder will be presenting their
project to the Westfield Board of
Adjustment on Wednesday, January
25 at 7:30 p.m. at the municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street. If passed,
this would negatively change the char-
acteristic of the neighborhood and
serve as a precedent for other devel-
opers to attempt to disrupt the town’s
zoning plans.

The meeting is open to the public
for comments. Please join your neigh-
bors and fellow Westfielders to voice
your opposition to this project.

Floren Pressman
Westfield

It has been 25 years since I moved
to Fanwood and not once have I ques-
tioned my decision (OK, well maybe
a little when I pay my property taxes,
LOL), in fact, I could not be happier.
Fanwood is a small town, but easily
accessible to everything! Since mov-
ing here, I have raised my two sons,
now 22 and 18 years old, and have
been part of everything this great
town has to offer, from our school
district to our library, restaurants, lo-
cal shops, recycling center, numer-
ous town functions such as parades,
sports, Ladies’ Night Out, Movies in
the Park, Fannywood Day, Santa de-
liveries, just to name a few. Fanwood
is a small town filled with amazing
and caring people.

During the past two years I have
been caring for my sickly 94-year-old
neighbor and have had numerous oc-
casion to call the Fanwood Police
Department, Fire Department and
Rescue Squad. Words cannot express
how grateful I am to each of these
departments and the fine men/women
serving our community for their im-
mediate response, professionalism,
friendliness and above all, their sin-
cere kindness and helpfulness. The
men/women responding to my calls
for help have always been genuine,
sincere, patient, friendly and have

always performed their duties in an
exemplary manner. Each member of
the Police Department, Fire Depart-
ment and Rescue Squad should be
commended for their ongoing dedi-
cation to the job and the town and
citizens they serve each and every
day. A routine call from a wheel-chair
bound senior citizen who smells gas,
or needs an ambulance, could easily
turn disastrous, if not for the prompt
and detailed attention provided by
Fanwood’s finest, many of whom, are
volunteers.

My neighbor has lived in her house
since it was built in the early 60s and
will not consider leaving her home to
move to senior housing. As she says,
“I want to stay in my home and I am
able to because of all the wonderful
neighbors and help I have received.”
What an incredible tribute to this in-
credible town….Fanwood is truly an
EXTRAORDINARY community.
Fanwood may only be one square
mile but every inch is jam-packed
with love, kindness and compassion.
I am proud and honored to be part of
this community and have the utmost
respect and appreciation for our po-
lice, firefighters and rescue squad.
Thank you for a job well done!

Karen Stone
Fanwood

I am writing to oppose the con-
struction of a multi-family residence
(six residential units) at 1481 East
Broad Street in Westfield. The con-
struction of a multi-family residence
at this location (RS-12 zone district)
is contradictory to the town’s 2005
Master Plan which has zoned this
district for single-family home con-
struction only. Additionally, it requires
significant variations for use, site
density, lot coverage, floor area ratio,
front yard and retaining wall setbacks,
building height, and number of sto-
ries.

If this appeal is approved and multi-
family construction is permitted in a
zone district previously dedicated to
single-family homes, it will start a
“gold rush” on development of multi-
family construction on any available
single-family lot, or result in the join-
ing of adjacent lots, to construct multi-
family dwellings throughout all of
Westfield. This will change neigh-

borhood appearance, population den-
sity, increase traffic in neighborhoods,
and ultimately degrade the quality of
where we all live.

I would like to encourage all
Westfield residents to attend the Board
of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield for the consideration of this
appeal for variance relief on Wednes-
day, January 25 at 7:30 p.m. at the
municipal building at 425 Broad Street
and voice your objection to overturn-
ing the town’s 2005 Master Plan and
the conversion of lots containing a
single-family residence to allow the
construction of multi-family resi-
dences. There are many options that
could be pursued for this land, in-
cluding subdividing the lot into to
three single-family residences, which
would be beneficial for Westfield and
supported by the neighborhood.

Eric Schiller
Westfield

Do you want to help Garwood go
green, save money, and sustain our
quality of life? If so, you can join the
team that can make this happen! We are
seeking volunteers to be a part of
Garwood’s first ever Green Team!

This is an evolution of the idea for a
beautification committee, put forth by
the Blumenstock-Lazarow Democratic
campaign this past fall. We recognize
that volunteerism is a major asset of any
community and we would like to con-
tinue to tap into that spirit. In Garwood,
we are fortunate to have so many people
volunteer time from their busy lives to
join organizations, from the fire depart-
ment to the first aid squad to the Cel-
ebrations Committee and much more.
In keeping with our Garwood spirit of
volunteerism, we ask you to consider
joining this new group.

The Green Team is the first step in
working to receive grant money from
Sustainable Jersey, a non-profit. Its mis-
sion is to help municipalities that want
to go green, save money, and take steps
to sustain the quality of life over the long

term. Right now, Garwood is a partici-
pating community, but we still need to
get certified in order to be eligible to
receive grants. One hundred and fifty-
nine New Jersey municipalities have
earned Bronze certification and 46 are
Silver. A couple of our neighboring com-
munities, Cranford and Fanwood, are
certified Bronze, and we would like to
see Garwood join that list.

In addition to taking action to help
make Garwood even more aestheti-
cally pleasing, this team will help pro-
mote shopping local, becoming more
environmentally friendly, and increas-
ing communication with the public.

For more information, please visit
http://www.sustainablejersey.com/. We
hope you will join us in this endeavor!
If you are interested in joining the Green
Team, please contact Mayor Lombardo
at (908)789-0508 or
clombardo@garwood.org.

Council President Sara Todisco
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock

Councilman Marc Lazarow
Garwood

Inauguration Is Not Just About
A President, But Nation As Well

Is Renwick Getting the Ultimate
Six-Figure, No-Show Job?

At noon tomorrow, January 20, Donald J. Trump will be
sworn in as the 45th President of the United States. For
more than two centuries, tradition has called for the
“peaceful transfer of power” from one commander in
chief to the next. We hope, despite the rancor and protests
that have continued for more than two months since the
election, that Mr. Trump’s ascension will, indeed, ulti-
mately reflect a peaceful transition.

While President-Elect Trump’s often brash demeanor
and commentary have drawn fire since he first entered the
2016 race, he won the election fairly in accordance with
the guidelines of the Electoral College, the system that has
determined Presidential election outcomes since our days
as a fledgling republic. His presidency is legitimate.

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution
guarantees freedom of speech and of the press, together
with the right of people to peaceably assemble. Each
individual has the right to express his or her opinion
regarding the ideology and/or actions of Mr. Trump, or
any other member of our government hierarchy, be it
local, state or national. We also possess the ability to lobby
our elected representatives to support legislation that we
feel is in our citizenry’s best interests and oppose that with
which we disagree. These are vital tenets of a free society.

However, those who reject a President’s entitlement to
hold the office to which that person was duly elected, simply
because the election did not go their way, are, in effect,
rejecting the democratic process upon which this nation
was formed: The democratic process that was forged with
the blood of colonial Americans; that endured through two
world wars and our nation’s Civil War; that survived attacks
on our homeland; that nurtured women’s suffrage and the
Civil rights movements, and which has remained the core of
our way of life for more than 250 years.

For every President since Washington, even those with
prior governing experience, the office has been a challeng-
ing and complex one. The privilege of being called “leader
of the free world” carries with it daunting responsibilities,
from enacting domestic and foreign policies to sending
America’s sons and daughters into battles from which they
may not return, among a thousand more decisions.

We wish incoming President Trump, Vice-President
Mike Pence and their administration success as they take
the reins of our nation. We hope all Americans will view
tomorrow’s inauguration not just as the next chapter in the
saga of Donald Trump but even more so as the next chapter
in the history of our country. Let us all do our best to see
it well written.

The Westfield Board of Education quietly trans-
ferred former Westfield High School (WHS) Princi-
pal Peter Renwick to the newly-created position of
director of special projects for the district last week.
On paid leave since March of last year, he will resign
from the district as of February 1, 2018.

Mr. Renwick was began working for the district in
July of 2008 at a salary of $140,000. Prior to coming
to Westfield, he was a teacher and assistant principal
at Montclair High School. He was employed by the
Montclair Board of Education for 15-and-a-half
years, according to his LinkedIn account.

According to published reports, the principal was
earning $171,949 at the time he began his leave of
absence. Assistant Principal Derrick Nelson was
subsequently named acting principal last summer.

So, Mr. Renwick is approaching 25 years with the
teachers’ union. He is on a leave of absence for
which the district will not provide reasons. And now
he is being appointed to a newly-created position
just so he can reach 25 years for a pension? This
sounds fishy to us. Will Mr. Renwick actually do any
work in this position or work from home? Or is this
the ultimate six-figure, no-show job?

Why doesn’t Mr. Renwick just resign?
The WHS community expressed outrage after Mr.

Renwick was seen bullying students and ranting
incoherently three years ago during Folio, a student
coffeehouse. The incident was posted on YouTube.

Following the performance he did not come to
work for several days, later claiming he was okay

and saying he had to attend to medical issues of two
family members.

“While I did perform at Folio, I had no intention
but to entertain our students,” Mr. Renwick said in a
letter to faculty and parents. “Trust me when I tell
you that I realize my future is not in comedy and my
performances at Folio will be more reserved in the
future.”

School officials have yet to explain the reason for
Mr. Renwick’s latest leave of absence, citing person-
nel matters.

In terms of hiring the next principal, we would
assume the board will review all medical records to
ensure the candidate is a healthy individual, as the
future of our children is too important.

Prior to Mr. Renwick’s tenure, WHS was in the
capable hands of Robert Petix for 26 years and
interim principal Dennis Fyffe for two years. As we
reported at the time, Mr. Petix was paid $155,809 at
the time of his retirement, with Mr. Fyffe paid $675
per day.

Similar to when Mr. Renwick was hired in the
spring of 2008, our guess is the district will seek to
have a successful candidate in place by the summer
so it is up to speed by the new school year. We hope
Mr. Nelson is one of the candidates, as he is said to
be popular with students.

Although we question the outcome of what has
become a black eye for the Westfield Board of
Education, in another year this issue will finally be
behind the district.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cachinnate – To laugh loudly or too

much
2. Scorper – A jeweler’s gouging tool

used for engraving metal
3. Vogie – Cheerful; merry
4. Vitric – Having the nature of glass

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SCORIA
1. An outer covering of a plant
2. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. The slag or refuse left after the metal

has been smelted from the ore
4. A mild form of smallpox

OLECRANON
1. The upper part of the hind leg of a

horse
2. The part of the ulna projecting be-

yond the elbow joint
3. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
4. The governor of a province in the

Turkish empire
CIERGE

1. A large pole used to motivate a raft
down a stream

2. The siphon-like part which allows a
mosquito to draw blood from its prey

3. A wax candle
4. Pain in the bladder

BOREGAT
1. The rock trout of California
2. A land crab
3. A war horse

Congratulations To
President Trump
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908-232-4407    goleader.com/form/enroll

Q: How do I download the newspaper at 

goleader.com?

A: Click the Download the Newspaper link, enter your 
Customer Number (#) then click the Log In button.

Q: How do I get a Customer #?

A: If you are a subscriber, your Customer # is 
printed on the mailing label located on the front page 

of your newspaper. It looks like this:

If you are not a subscriber and wish to be, please 
subscribe and have the newspaper mailed to you 

containing your Customer #.

Q: What if I only want to read the paper online?

A: You can become an Online Only subscriber 
by going to goleader.com/form/enroll.htm. 

You will receive your Customer # by email 
after filling out the form.

Q: What if I can’t remember my Customer #?

A: If you forgot your Customer #, please email 
business@goleader.com. Include your name and 

email address.

SUGGESTION: 

Include your Customer # when submitting press 
releases to get priority handling. For additional 

guidelines, please read the Help Page online at 
goleader.com/help.

Thank You for Your 

Continued Support!

Local Elected Incumbents
Terms Up In 2017, Vote November

State Senate
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
State Assembly
Jim Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway)
Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield)
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
Nancy Munoz (D-21st, Summit)
County Sheriff
Joseph Cryan (D)
County Freeholders
Angel Estrada (D)
Chris Hudak (D)
Vernell Wright (D)
Cranford Twn. Committee
Patrick Giblin (D)
Andis Kalnins (R)
Fanwood Council
Russell Huegel (D)
Kevin Boris (D)
Garwood Council
Lou Petruzzelli (D)
Sarah Todisco (D)
Mountainside Council
Keith Turner (R)
Deanna Andre (R)
Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky (R)
Westfield Council
Sam Della Fera (R, 1st Ward)

Ken Donnelly (R, 2nd Ward)
David Oliveira (R, 3rd Ward)
Keith Loughlin (R, 4th Ward)
Cranford Board of Education
Lisa Carbone
Daniel Demarco
Kristen Mallon
Kurt Petschow, Jr.
Garwood Board of Education
Aaron Watkins
Christine Guerriro
Linda Koenig
Mountainside Bd. of Education
Dante Gioia
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Evan Murray (Scotch Plains)
Debora Brody (Scotch Plains)
Jeanne Cleary (Fanwood)
Westfield Board of Education
Chris Langhart
Peggy Oster
Mark Friedman

Proposal on East Broad Would Place
Neighborhood’s Character in Jeopardy

Tiny Tim Board Thanks Community
For Carol Night Support

Proposal to Tear Down Circa 1700s
Home Far Exceeds What Is Allowed

On Wednesday January 25, at 7:30
p.m. in the town council chambers of
the municipal building, the Board of
Adjustment is hearing a controversial
appeal which involves tearing down a
two-and-a-half-century-old single-fam-
ily home at 1481 East Broad Street, and
building two townhouses with three
units each. Many of my neighbors as
well as myself object to the proposed
usage, and we are asking you to con-
sider our position, as well as the fact
that the precedent this could set, and
how that could affect your neighbor-
hood. We are requesting that you attend
the meeting and hear the case for your-
self. We believe most of you will sup-
port our position.

This is not a minor matter, one that
seemingly fits a board named the Board
of “Adjustment.” It is, essentially, a zon-
ing question. The land, approximately
.98 acres, is classified as Zone RS-12,
which is a single-family home zone al-
lowing no more than 3.07 building units
per acre. The land is perfectly suited for
this purpose, and it is relatively easy to
envision three single-family homes be-
ing built on the land. The builder is
proposing to construct 6.09 units per
acre. This is contra to the Master Plan of
Westfield, which was last redone in 2009
and amended in 2013.

If you are not familiar with the con-
cept of the Master Plan, it is a legally
mandated process for the town govern-
ment to undertake. It involves many
expensive hours of professional work,
the input from town officials, public
hearings and council votes. It is an
imperfect process, but it reflects the
best attempt of the town to control its
destiny. You can learn more about the
Master Plan process at: http://
www.trenton250.org/learn/planning-
101/what-is-a-master-plan/

The party requesting these variances,
“Country Classics at Montgomery” of
Hillsborough, N.J., is proposing to build
six multi-family homes on a property
zoned for single-family homes. With
the exception of a church on one side of
the property, there is no multi-family
housing on that side of East Broad
Street until you get to the downtown
area. To build contra to the Master Plan
would now set two markers on that side
of East Broad Street, this property and
the multi-family apartments downtown.
It would support future arguments about
precedent, and what the town actually
allows. All the large properties on East
Broad Street would become vulnerable
to possible multi-family discussions. In
fact, this could open any large property
in town, or the combination of two
adjacent properties, to a similar discus-
sion. The risk is a loss of control set by
at the Master Plan.

To understand the impact of this,
consider the economics of this to the
town. A higher population density in-
creases costs to the town, most notably
the cost of education. This units are
being proposed for 3.5 stories each,
these are not “downsizing” homes for
empty nesters, who generally don’t want
to have to climb stairs. Instead, these
are opportunities to buy a new home in
the Westfield School District for less
than it would normally cost. I welcome
all who want to buy in Westfield and put
their kids in the school system. But
increasing density with a lower tax per
unit only increases the financial burden
on the rest of us.

The “purpose” is not the only vari-
ance requested; there are significant
size requests that again belittle the

phrase Board of “Adjustment.” Again,
the builder is proposing to build 3.5
stories, while the current zoning per-
mits 2.5 stories. Since the property sits
at an angle across the street from my
home, and is elevated to my property,
the height effect will be exaggerated.
Further, the current height limit is 32.75
feet, they are requesting 35.75 feet.

It’s not just a height issue. Current
zoning permits coverage of 10 percent
of the property. At 19.6 percent, it nearly
doubles the norm.

It doesn’t stop there. The effect of
building more home and building higher
results in more square footage to sell on
the property. The Maximum Floor Area
Ratio, also called “Total Habitable Floor
Space” request is for 36.1 percent of
the property size, while the current regu-
lation is 20 percent. It’s a request of 180
percent of what is allowed. Let’s be
clear here, this is a much more profit-
able way to build.

Again, it doesn’t stop there. Because
the number of people living on the
property can be twice what would be in
three single-family homes, the builder
needs to build a parking area on the
property. If you are familiar with East
Broad Street (think three lanes of traf-
fic there, backed up a quarter mile at
rush hour) you understand that you
can’t park on street. So this results in a
request for a “Maximum All Improve-
ment Coverage Ratio” of 45.1 percent,
versus the permitted 20 percent. This is
especially important on a property that
sits higher than many in the area. It
reduces the amount of water that prop-
erty can absorb, and increases the
amount of water than runs off into the
waste water drainage system. While the
engineering will be presented to show
that no adjacent properties are flooded,
and no basements are flooded, there are
no guarantees that works out that way.
Minimizing the coverage ratio to what
is allowed is an important feature to the
neighbors. This can be achieved by
developing the property to the RS-12
standards of three single-family homes,
which would not require additional
parking to be built on the property.

In summary, I believe what is being
requested so far exceeds what is allowed
that I have asked myself if it is really a
negotiation tactic, hoping that the Board
of Adjustment will grant the D-1 permit-
ted usage with a smaller building and
parking lot profile. I can’t answer that,
but let me be clear: I object to the request
for the permitted usage and I object to
the oversized building conditions that
are being requested. Since it is my prob-
lem today and could be your problem
tomorrow, I request that you give seri-
ous consideration to attending the meet-
ing and voicing you opinion.

John Cerra
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund Board would
like to thank all those who partici-
pated in the annual Carol Night event
on December 7, 2016, and made it a
successful fundraiser for the organi-
zation. Special thanks are extended
to Tom Britt, proprietor of the Stage
House Inn and Tavern on Park Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, who graciously
invited us to use his restaurant as the
collection site for the donation canis-
ters and a place for carolers to enjoy
refreshments.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial
assistance to children of Scotch Plains

and Fanwood in need of medical or
dental services, psychological test-
ing, prescriptions or medical supplies
and equipment. The organization was
established in 1983 and is run by a
volunteer Board of Trustees com-
prised of residents of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood with diverse back-
grounds in fields such as education,
medicine, religion, social work and
business. Donations and/or referrals
for assistance can be made in writing
to: The Tiny Tim Fund, Inc., PO Box
181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

The Tiny Tim Board of Trustees
Scotch Plains

I am a resident of Westfield and have
been for the past 35 years. I’ve lived in
my house on Carol Road during that
time and I’ve seen the normal changes
in the neighborhood over time. Couples
move in, raise families, children grow
up, go out on their own, couples retire
and move. Over my 35 years in town
the one constant has been the character
of my neighborhood.

When my wife and I first moved in
we saw a neighborhood of single-
family homes in a town of predomi-
nately single-family homes. Along
with the many favorable aspects of
the town, this was a major factor in
selecting our home. Up to now the
neighborhood has retained that char-
acter. That character is now in jeop-
ardy with the proposed development
of the property located at 1481 East
Broad Street. The developer is seek-
ing to build six large townhomes on
the property which will significantly
change the character of the neighbor-
hood along with sending a message to
other developers wanting to make
substantial profits from similar de-
velopments in the neighborhood.

A one-family home has occupied
the East Broad property since the late
1700’s. In order to accomplish the
project, the developer is seeking 11
significant variances from the town. I
point to the last revision of the Town’s
Master Plan:

2009 MASTER PLAN REEX-
AMINATION REPORT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Union County, New Jersey
5.1 Policies, Goals & Objectives:
5.1.1 Goal 2, Preserve and Protect

Character of Residential Neighbor-
hoods

Subsection 2b should be expanded
to state that bulk, density and design
standards must also  ensure that devel-
opment is not overly intensive in rela-
tion to the lot(s) on which it is situated.

5.1.4 Goal 8, Provide a Wide Range
of Housing Types and Densities

The board believes that the addition
of a limited component of high-den-
sity attached housing (allowing for
mixed use or all residential units) would
be an appropriate land use where proxi-
mate to both the CBD  and the Westfield
NJ Transit Railroad Station. A com-
prehensive review of the area within
walking distance of the commuter rail
station should be undertaken by the
Board to determine (i) the appropriate
locations, (ii) reasonable densities and
(iii) zoning standards.

Our neighborhood is neither close
to the Central Business District (CBD)
nor the Westfield Train Station. An
updated zoning map of Westfield
shows no revision in the zoning of our
neighborhood (RS-12) based on the
above recommendations.

These are just a few of the reasons
I’m opposed to the current plans,
proposed by Country Classics at
Montgomery, LLC, for developing
the property at 1481 East Broad Street.

Joseph Ferrari
Westfield

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/2/17, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Route 82, Rt 124 to Rt 439, Resurfacing, Contract No. 000153670,
Township of Springfield and Union Township, Union County;

100% State; UPC NO: 153670; DP No: 16142
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 1/12/17, 1/19/17 and 1/26/17, The Leader Fee: $165.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 2, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education/School One PTA, 563 Willow
Avenue, Block 1301, Lot 1, P Zone, who
proposes to install an electronic LED façade
sign at the aforementioned property, con-
trary to the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-7.8, Façade Signs:
a. Façade signs are permitted within the

B-1, B-1A, B-2, B-3, B-4, M-1, M-2, P, SC-
1, SC-2 Zones.

g. Façade signs may be illuminated, but
only by a non-flashing light. (See Subsec-
tion 23-7.3e General Regulations).

Proposed: Electronic LED sign which is
not permitted.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

1 T - 1/19/17, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 2, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education/School One PTA, 563 Willow
Avenue, Block 1301, Lot 1, P Zone, who
proposes to install an electronic LED façade
sign at the aforementioned property, con-
trary to the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-7.8, Façade Signs:
a. Façade signs are permitted within the

B-1, B-1A, B-2, B-3, B-4, M-1, M-2, P, SC-
1, SC-2 Zones.

g. Façade signs may be illuminated, but
only by a non-flashing light. (See Subsec-
tion 23-7.3e General Regulations).

Proposed: Electronic LED sign which is
not permitted.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 1/19/17, The Times Fee: $31.62

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Probitas Verus Honos
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HOMECOMING...The College Men’s Club of Westfield enjoys a visit from its
2016 scholarship recipients during a dinner last month at Echo Lake Country
Club. Pictured, from left to right, are: Scholarship Committee Co-Chairmen
Andy O’Brien and Brad Bonner; scholarship recipients Michael Vricella-Stokes,
JD Marner and William Kelly, and Club President Shawn Hanna.

Scholarship Recipients Visit
With College Men’s Club

WESTFIELD – The College
Men’s Club of Westfield welcomed
home its 2016 scholarship recipi-
ents and their families at an event
at Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on December 21.

William Kelly, enrolled at Notre
Dame; JD Marner,  at tending
Rutgers, and Michael Vricella-
Stokes, a student at the University
of Denver, updated the club on
their first semesters at college and
their plans for their winter break.
Scholarship Committee Co-Chair-
man Brad Bonner presented the
students with the next installment
of the $20,000 scholarships that
they were awarded by the club in
May.

The College Men’s Club is an
all-volunteer organization that was
founded in 1922 by a group of
college graduates who wanted to
provide money for higher educa-
tional opportunities to deserving
young men in the community. Last

year, the club awarded more than
$60,000 in scholarships and it has
raised over $1 million in scholar-
ship money in its history. The club
has helped many students with fi-
nancial need, particularly those
who might not otherwise be con-
sidered for assistance.

Students who are struggling with
life issues, or need to work after
school to help support their fami-
lies, gain special consideration. The
club looks closely at those who
need the extra help, yet have a
strong desire to attend college and
succeed in life.

To learn more about the College
Men’s Club and make a donation
to help the young men of Westfield
realize their  dreams, visi t
cmcwestfield.org. Students also
can find the club’s scholarship ap-
plication on this website.

The club’s next major fundraiser
will be its annual boxing night on
Friday, February 3.

Literacy New Jersey Plans
Tutor Training Sessions

CRANFORD — Literacy New Jer-
sey (LNJ) is dedicated to providing
free, student-centered tutoring ser-
vices to adults who struggle with read-
ing, writing and speaking English.
Registration is now open for its Win-
ter 2017 Tutor Training classes.

Classes will take place from 7 to
9:30 p.m. on the following dates:
Tuesday, January 24; Thursday,
January 26; Tuesday, January 31;
Thursday, February 2, and Tuesday,
February 7. All sessions will be held
at the Cranford Community Center,
located at 224 Walnut Avenue, ex-
cept for the Thursday, February 2
class, which will take place at Sum-
mit High School, located on Kent
Place Boulevard, Summit.

After completing the five train-
ing sessions, volunteer tutors are
matched with a small group of stu-
dents from the growing waiting list
of adults who need to improve their
literacy skills. Tutors meet with their
students in a public place, usually a
Union County library, for two hours
each week. New volunteers are

asked to make a commitment of at
least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervi-
sion and support to tutors in the
form of free Professional Develop-
ment workshops on specific topics
such as Health Literacy, Learning
Disabilities, Financial Literacy and
ESL Conversation and Small Group
Instruction.

To volunteer, individuals must be
at least 18 years old, able to speak
and read English and willing to tu-
tor in Union County. Volunteers do
not need to have any teaching expe-
rience and do not need to speak a
foreign language. The training will
provide volunteers with techniques
and strategies for working with adult
learners, as well as sample instruc-
tional materials and activities.

There is a $45 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost of
materials distributed to new volun-
teers. For more information, or to
register, call Literacy New Jersey at
(908) 486-1777 or e-mail Nancy
Lama at nlama@literacynj.org.

– Obituaries –
Joseph A. Rinaldi, Was Family Man,
USMC Officer, Industrial Designer

Joseph A. Rinaldi

Joseph A. Rinaldi passed away on
Friday, January 13, 2017.

He is survived by his wife, Bar-
bara, of 48 years; his son,
Christopher, and his wife,
Corrie, and his daughter,
Stacey, and her husband,
TJ. Joseph was very proud
of his five grandchildren,
Thomas, Michael, Zoë,
Carly and Tyler.

Joseph was born in
West New York, N.J.,
raised his family in
Oradell, and recently
moved to Westfield, N.J.
to be close to his children.
He graduated from Me-
morial High School in West New
York, N.J. and then graduated from
Kutztown University, where he was
honored in the Football Hall of Fame.
Joseph also served his country as an
officer in the U.S. Marine Corps.
After serving, he continued his edu-
cation, graduating from Pratt Insti-

tute and then working as an Industrial
Designer in New York City.

Following retirement, Joseph con-
tinued to be involved with
the Saddle River Marine
Corps but he found most
joy in being with his grand-
children, whether it was
sitting at a baseball game,
a soccer game, a volley-
ball game, basketball
game or at a dance perfor-
mance. He also loved
“Sunday dinners” with all
of his family!

A Funeral Mass was
held yesterday, Wednes-
day, January 18, at St.

Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue, Westfield;
www.higginsandbonner.com.

January 19, 2017

NEW LION...During the January 10 meeting of the Westfield Lions Club,
Acting District Governor Dawn Marie Kosobucki, right, visited the club and
inducted Judi Di Maio, center, as its newest member. The year 2017 is the
centennial anniversary of Lions Clubs International, and all newly inducted
members receive a specially made Certificate of Membership and pin to com-
memorate the anniversary. Lion Robert “Bob” Gittleman, left, is Ms. Di Maio’s
sponsor. The club meets at the Mulberry House Restaurant in Westfield on the
second Tuesday of each month.

Is your pet too sick or weak to leave home? 

Are you unable to get to our hospital?  

Then call us today!  

We would be happy to come to you! 

FREE  
Hospital Exam 
for New Clients* 
*One coupon per  client. 

Cannot be combined with 

other offers.  

Offer expires 4-30-17. 

Caring for Dogs, Cats, Birds & Exotics 

Full Service Medical, Dental & Surgical Facilities 

Housecalls, Boarding & Daycare  

$50 OFF  
Housecall Visit!* 

*One coupon per   

housecall  visit.  Cannot  

be combined with  

other offers.  

Offer expires 4-30-17. 

Can’t Get to the Vet? 
We’ll Bring Our Team to You! 

357 South Ave, East · Westfield, NJ · 908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com  
Hours: M-F 8a-8p, Sa 8a-3p, Su 9a-1p 

Joseph P. Dzuback, Jr., 96, Executive,
Navy Veteran and Active Parishioner

Joseph Philip Dzuback, Jr., 96,
passed peacefully from this world on
Friday, January 13, 2017, at home in
Westfield, N.J., surrounded by his
children and grandchildren.

Born in Bayonne, N.J. on Decem-
ber 7, 1920, to Joseph and Maria Simko
Dzuback, Joe was raised in Bayonne.
He attended St. Peter’s College and
Fordham University, before enrolling
at the Merchant Marine Academy and
graduating with the first class in 1943.
He enlisted in the Navy, and served as
a Lieutenant JG on the USS
Conemaugh and the USS Rainier, from
1943 to 1946, in the South Pacific. Joe
so loved the Navy that he joined the
Naval Reserve (1946 to 1961). He
completed a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming on the GI Bill.

The Boy from Bayonne was a
charmer. When he met Juanata
Childers at Combustion Engineering
in Chattanooga, Tenn., he was smit-
ten and pursued her until they mar-
ried six months later, on July 3, 1949.
They had six children, lived in Chat-
tanooga, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Bayonne
and Metuchen, N.J., Levittown, Pa.,
Glenview, Ill., Wilton, Conn.,
Portville, N.Y., Westfield, N.J., and
moved to London, United Kingdom,
for the last nine years of his career. He
was Vice-President of International
Sales at Dresser Industries, oversee-
ing operations in the United King-
dom, North Sea, Scandinavia and the
Middle East before retiring in 1986.

Joe was an avid golfer and bridge
player at Plainfield Country Club. He
was a devoted member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield, where
he served as an usher, lay reader and
volunteer with the Monday Morning
Club. He also was an enthusiastic
reader of history and science and loved
the challenge of crossword puzzles.
Most of all, he loved his family.

Joe is predeceased by siblings Su-
san Skasko, Peter Dzuback, Mary
Dutko, Anne Carnochan and Nancy
Dzuback; his son, John Childers
Dzuback (1991), and his beloved
Juanata (2008). Survivors include his
children, Mary Ann Dzuback (Peter
Best) of St. Louis, Joseph Dzuback
III (Paula) of Fanwood, Margaret
Bloomfield (Michael) of San Fran-
cisco, Jayne Bibb (Julian) of Franklin,
Tenn. and April Heron of Palo Alto,
Calif.; 14 grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; one sister-in-law, Dee
Childers, and much loved nieces and
nephews.

A celebration of his life and inter-
ment will be held at 10 a.m. Friday,
January 20, 2017, at St. Paul’s Church,
414 East Broad Street, Westfield. In
lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Westfield, N.J.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield. To view Joe’s
life tribute, please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Charles P. Weidman, CFP®, Honored
As 2017 Five Star Wealth Manager

Five Star Professional has an-
nounced that Charles P. Weidman,
CFP®, Managing Partner and Fi-
nancial Counselor with Heritage Fi-
nancial Counselors in
Bedminster, N.J., has
been recognized as
one of New Jersey’s
Five Star Wealth Man-
agers for the fourth
consecutive year. This
distinction is awarded
to less than 4 percent
of wealth managers in
New Jersey.

“We believe life’s
purpose is to serve oth-
ers with sincerity, hu-
mility, trust, humor and
intellect. Our profes-
sional mission is to help
individuals, couples
and families develop
holistic and compre-
hensive financial plans.
We have focused on providing per-
sonal service, innovative strategies and
unbiased guidance for the past 13 years,
and it is an honor to be recognized for
those efforts,” said Mr. Weidman.
Other professionals at Heritage Finan-
cial Counselors include Nancy W.
Mulvey, CFP®, Director of Financial
Planning; Colleen F. Echausse, Finan-

cial Planning Assistant; and Metro J.
Duda, Jr., CFP®.

Five Star Professional is a third-
party research firm. It collects nomi-

nations from peers and
firms, including financial
planners and advisors,
CPAs and estate planning
attorneys; self-nomina-
tions are not accepted.
Nominees are evaluated
based on 10 criteria, such
as credentials, experi-
ence, number of client
families served, client
retention rates, and as-
sets under management,
to determine overall per-
formance and satisfac-
tion. After review by a
panel of local industry
experts and a review of a
professional’s regulatory
history, Five Star Pro-
fessional determines its

final list of Five Star Wealth Manag-
ers.

For more information, please visit
www.heritagefinancialcounselors.com.

LPL Financial, Member FINRA/
SIPC.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Let’s Deflate Your Weight in 2017:
Jeni-Fit Studios Get You On Track

It’s been three weeks since New
Year’s; how are your resolutions com-
ing?

Deflate Your Weight (DYW) is a
proven nine-week program that fo-
cuses on nutrition, exercise and im-
proving your habits to last a lifetime.
DYW will provide you with the tools
needed to succeed.

Members of DYW describe Jeni-
Fit Studios as a fitness family: “It’s
unlike other options out there. I was
always looking for the combination
of a nutritionist and personal trainer
at an affordable price, and with the
DYW program I found it.”

At Jeni-Fit, no matter what your
body type or fitness level, every mem-
ber feels comfortable. Jeni-Fit is a
judgment-free zone! The talented staff
goes above and beyond to guide you.

The DYW program supports clients
with weekly in-person discussion
groups, a private FaceBook commu-
nity, text support messages and exer-
cise accountability. Your team includes
coaching from nutritionists, a psy-
chologist and Nationally Certified

Trainers. DYW is an exclusive whole
health program that empowers you to
change and change for the long-term!

Jeni-Fit Studios is the area’s pre-
mier concierge fitness company, lo-
cated at 345 South Avenue in
Garwood. To keep exercise fun and
sustainable, the studio offers a vari-
ety of exercise options for men,
women and teens in an intimate set-
ting. Programs include Spin, Barre,
Boxing, Circuits, Shred, TRX,
Kettlebell, Yoga and more.

DYW starts January 25!
JF also offers Journey-Fit, a culi-

nary and fitness adventure travel pro-
gram. Our next Journey is March 1 to
March 3.

Call (908) 654-3300 or visit
www.Jeni-Fit.com for more informa-
tion and to register.

It will be 2018 before you know it;
what are you waiting for?

Jeni-Fit Studios…Where Change
Happens!!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Networking Group to Look
At ‘The Value Proposition’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains-Mountainside Pub-
lic Libraries’ Career Networking
Group will present a program on
“The Value Proposition” on Mon-
day, February 13, at 6:30 p.m., at
the Scotch Plains Public Library.

Guest speaker Alex Freund will
discuss how developing a strong
value proposition will benefit one’s
job search. The value proposition
is all about why people say “yes.”
In a job search, one of the biggest
challenges is marketing oneself ef-
fectively to a future employer. The
essence of marketing is the mes-
sage, and the essence of the mes-
sage is the value proposition. If an
applicant develops a strong value
proposition, he or she will help a
future employer say “yes” to hiring
him or her or to buy what that
person is selling.

In this presentation, participants
will learn how to write a clear
value proposition that provides
their unique core message and of-
fers their “customer” a bulletproof
rationale to choose them over their
competitors.

Attendees will learn to develop
a value proposition that answers
four questions: 1. What is it that

you do? 2. For whom do you do it?
3. What benefits do you provide?
4. What makes you distinctive in
the marketplace?

A career and interviewing coach,
Mr. Freund makes frequent pre-
sentations and conducts work-
shops on effective résumé devel-
opment and the skilled use of
LinkedIn in the job search pro-
cess. He formerly managed many
large departments in two Fortune
500 companies. Mr. Freund writes
a blog and maintains “The Land-
ing Expert List,” a free directory
of job search networking groups,
both of which can be found on his
website, landingexpert.com.

The Scotch Plains-Mountainside
Public Libraries’ Career Network-
ing Group is free and open to all.
Interested persons may register
online at scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

Individuals may connect with
the library’s Career Networking
Group on LinkedIn, Career Net-
working Group at SPPL.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Food Technology, Trends
To Be Old Guard Topic

Richard Ludescher

SUMMIT AREA — Richard
Ludescher, Ph.D., Dean of the De-
partment of Food Science at
Rutgers University, will speak to
the Summit Old Guard at its Tues-
day, January 24 meeting. He will
ask “What’s That on My Plate?”
and discuss “Trends and Fads in
Food Technology.”

Professor Ludescher’s field is
food technology. “Food technology”
deals with the production processes
that make foods. Early research fo-
cused on food preservation. In 1810,
Nicholas Appert came up with the
canning process. Louis Pasteur de-
veloped techniques to prevent the
spoilage of wine, alcohol, vinegar
and beer and the souring of milk

(pasteurization).
Developments in food technol-

ogy have contributed greatly to the
food supply. The newest trends in
food processing have focused on
non-thermal preservation tech-
niques. Next year promises to be an
exciting year for food technology.
The tech market has invested heavily
in food startups and projects.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are held at the
New Providence Municipal Center,
located at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log onto
the website summitoldguard.org.

STELLAR...Charles P.
Weidman, CFP® Managing
Partner Heritage Financial
Counselors

Louise Wilkie, 97, Lived In Westfield,
Was Seamstress in New York City

Louise Wilkie, 97, passed away on
Tuesday, January 17, 2017. She had
lived in Elizabeth, Linden, Roselle,
St. Augustine, Fla. and Westfield.

Mrs. Wilkie was a seamstress with
the International Ladies’ Garment
Workers’ Union in New York City.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Stanley H.; a son, Stanley; her
daughter, Geraldine Klein, and son-
in-law, Herb Klein, and a grandson,
Richard Drew Wilkie.

Surviving are a son, Richard Wilkie

(Sandy); two granddaughters, Kristen
Faurot (Shawn) and Carolyn Sullivan-
Kropp, and five great-grandchildren.

Friends are invited to visit from 7
to 9 p.m. Friday, January 20, at the
Dooley Funeral Home, 218 North
Avenue West, Cranford. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be offered at
9:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 21, at
Saint Michael Church in Cranford.
Interment will be at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

January 19, 2017
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Israel Documentary Festival
Due at Local Synagogues

AREA — The Israel Support Com-
mittee of Central New Jersey invites
the public to attend this year’s Israel
Documentary Film Festival. Three
films will be presented.

It Is No Dream will be featured on
Sunday, January 29, at 2 p.m., at Con-
gregation Israel, located at 339 Moun-
tain Avenue, Springfield. The film fol-
lows the life of Theodor Herzl, an
assimilated secular Jew who became
the father of the modern State of Israel.

A Woman Called Golda will be
shown in two parts. It features Ingrid
Bergman in her farewell performance
playing Russian-born, Milwaukee-
raised Golda Meir, who rose to be-
come Israel’s Prime Minister.

The first part, covering her life
from the early kibbutz years to the
attempt to bring Holocaust survivors
to Palestine, will be screened on Sun-
day, February 12, at 2 p.m. It will be
shown at Temple Beth O’r/Beth To-
rah, located at 111 Valley Road, Clark.

Part two, which spans the 1947
United Nations Partition Plan to the
aftermath of the Yom Kippur War,
will be offered on Sunday, February
19, at 2 p.m. It will be shown at
Temple Beth El/Mekor Chayim, lo-

cated at 338 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
Six Days In June will be show-

cased on Sunday, March 5, at 2 p.m.
Fifty years ago, in June 1967, Israel
faced the combined armies of Egypt,
Syria and Jordan, all backed by the
Soviet Union. The war lasted only
six days, but its aftermath changed
the Middle East and America’s policy
towards the region. It will be screened
at Congregation Beth Israel, located
at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains.

These films are open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served. A
$5 donation is suggested. For further
information and reservations, con-
tact Conrad at (908) 531-8228 or
conradwho@gmail.com.

The Israel Support Committee has
representatives from Congregation
Anshe Chesed of Linden, Congrega-
tion Beth Israel of Scotch Plains, Con-
gregation Israel of Springfield, Chabad
of Union County in Fanwood, Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark, Temple
Beth El/Mekor Chayim of Cranford,
Temple Emanu-El of Westfield and
Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains. The
committee’s mission is to educate,
advocate and provide opportunities to
support the people and State of Israel.

Cranford-Elmora Kitchen
Makes Christmas Bright

CRANFORD — The Cranford-
Elmora Soup Kitchen held another
successful Christmas spectacular on
December 20, which included dona-
tions from various organizations and
businesses. Among them, the Food
Emporium in Garwood donated 140
boxes of assorted cookies for guests
to take with them to celebrate the
holidays.

The Cranford Jaycees also were
present to assist with the festivities.
For about four years, the group has
helped with delivering toys and cloth-
ing through the Union County area in
conjunction with the Cranford Police
Department and Fire Department.
This year, they have collected about
1,000 toys for various churches and
organizations, including Toys for Tots
and the Overlook Medical Center
pediatric burn unit.

During the December 20 event, vari-
ous clothing, including hats and scarves
provided by the Cranford Jaycees in
conjunction with Target in Clark, were
available for guests to sort through and
take. Each guest also was allowed to
take home one donated toy, ranging
from Star Wars toys to dolls.

The Cranford High School Madrigal
Choir, led by Anthony Rafaniello, per-
formed Christmas carols, including
having some of the guests join in on the
fun. Finally, Santa visited, handing out
toys to the children and taking pictures.

Guests enjoyed a bountiful meal of
barbecue chicken, salad, stuffing, or-
anges, cake from Pinho’s Bakery in
Roselle, buttered bread, chocolate
Santas and candy canes.

On Christmas Day, the soup kitchen
was again in full swing. Sixty-four
guests arrived and dined on a meal of
macaroni and cheese, while enjoying
the welcoming company.

The soup kitchen accepts dona-
tions of socks, full size bars of soap,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant,
washcloths, face towels, other basic
essentials and funding. To donate to

the Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen,
contact the First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford at (908) 276-8440.

The Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen,
located at 402 Union Avenue, Eliza-
beth, began March 12, 1989 with the
idea that a group of people could put a
few sandwiches together to feed the
hungry. Today, the strictly-volunteer
soup kitchen has served more than
100,000 hot meals to the financially
distressed in the Elizabeth area.

The program’s basic objective is to
provide nutritious meals that one
would find at home in a friendly at-
mosphere while educating volunteers,
many of them children, about team-
work and how to care for their fellow
human beings.

CHRISTMAS CHEER...The Cranford Jaycees donated a variety of toys and
clothing to brighten the holidays for people served by the Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen in Elizabeth, which held a Christmas Bash on December 20 and also
hosted 64 people on Christmas Day.

MR. AND MRS. THOMAS MCLANEY EIDSON
(She is the former Miss Natalie Karina Golikov)

Miss Natalie K. Golikov
Weds Thomas M. Eidson

Miss Natalie Karina Golikov and
Thomas McLaney Eidson were united
in marriage on Saturday, October 15,
2016, at the First United Methodist
Church in Elkin, North Carolina. The
bride is the daughter of Peter and
Gretchen Golikov of Westfield. The
groom is the son of Jeffrey Eidson
and Melissa Smith, both of Elkin.

The afternoon ceremony was offi-
ciated by the Reverend Mark Barden.
A reception followed at Jolo Winery
and Vineyards in Pilot Mountain,
North Carolina.

The bride wore an ivory strapless
ball gown with a silk crossover bod-
ice and a full tulle skirt with horsehair
flounces and chapel-length train that
was complemented by a fingertip veil
with matching horsehair trim. The
bride carried a hand-tied bouquet of
antique blue hydrangeas, burgundy
dahlias, thistle and greens.

Alyssa Chislett served as Maid of
Honor. Bridesmaids included Holly
Bullock; Sarah Eidson, sister of the
groom; Maria Fazzi; Tierney
Gallagher; Natalia Gilio; Christine
Reinicker and Amanda Rossetti. The
Maid of Honor and bridesmaids wore
floor-length burgundy chiffon gowns.
Each carried a hand-tied bouquet of
white hydrangeas.

The flower girl was Maci Eidson,
cousin of the groom. She wore a gold
sequined tea-length dress with ivory
tulle overlay and carried a basket of
white rose petals.

Justin Singh served as Best Man.
Groomsmen included John Caudle;

Stephen Deck; Gregory Golikov,
brother of the bride; Nate
Gronewoller; Richard Gwyn; Sam
Tayloe, cousin of the groom; Tyler
Warihay and McCagy Wright.

Music for the ceremony was pro-
vided by Amy Johnson and Amy
Tayloe, the groom’s aunt. The scrip-
ture passage was read by Glynnis
Dwelly, the bride’s godmother.

The bride is a graduate of Westfield
High School. She graduated from
High Point University with a Bach-
elor of Science in Interior Design.
The groom is a graduate of Elkin
High School. He graduated from High
Point University with a Bachelor of
Science in Business. Both the bride
and groom are employed by G & B
Energy in Elkin.

Following a honeymoon in St.
Lucia, the couple resides in Elkin.

Liba Nudell, Diana Cooper
To Be Honored at Shabbat

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold its annual
Sisterhood Shabbat service on Satur-
day, January 28, at 9:30 a.m. This
women-led service is free and open to
the community. A kiddush luncheon
will follow.

At Congregation Beth Israel’s Sis-
terhood Shabbat, the Saturday morn-
ing Shabbat service is led exclusively
by lay women, who recite Hebrew
and English prayers, chant Torah and
Haftorah, and deliver a d’var Torah
(lesson) about the week’s Torah por-
tion. Although women participate
regularly in Congregation Beth
Israel’s egalitarian services, Sister-
hood Shabbat is a unique time set
aside to recognize its women mem-
bers, providing encouragement and
opportunities for women to partici-
pate in all aspects of the service in
ways they feel most comfortable.

The theme for this year’s Sister-
hood Shabbat is P’ri Yadehah, the
fruit of her hands, because the service
celebrates the good deeds planted
and nurtured by its women.

Congregation Beth Israel’s Sister-
hood is a member of the Women’s
League for Conservative Judaism,
the largest synagogue-based
women’s organization worldwide.
Conservative Jewish synagogues
around the world celebrate Sister-
hood Shabbat in January.

“Sisterhood Shabbat is such a spe-
cial service for women of all ages.

Some women gain the confidence to
break out of their comfort zones and
take on a new part in the service, while
others simply enjoy coming to the ser-
vice and praying with their fellow sis-
ters,” said Marcia Wiener, president of
Congregation Beth Israel’s Sisterhood.

Each year, Congregation Beth Is-
rael honors a woman or women as an
Ayshet Chayil (woman of valor) at
Sisterhood Shabbat. This year Dr.
Liba Casson-Nudell and Diana Coo-
per will be presented with the Ayshet
Chayil award.

Dr. Casson-Nudell and her husband,
Rabbi George Nudell, have been Rabbi
and Rebbetzin of Congregation Beth
Israel for 35 years. They will retire this
summer. She has been a devoted mem-
ber of Congregation Beth Israel’s Sis-
terhood and of the Women’s League
for Conservative Judaism throughout
her tenure. Additionally, she leads one
of the Sisterhood’s most popular pro-
grams, “Ask the Rebbetzin.” She is
senior applications scientist at Horiba
Jobin Yvon in Edison and lives with
her husband in Scotch Plains.

Ms. Cooper is a past-president of
Congregation Beth Israel’s Sister-
hood. A resident of Scotch Plains, she
teaches pre-school at the Jewish Com-
munity Center of Central New Jersey.

Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.
For more information, call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830.

Trinity Episcopal to Sell
‘Loaves of Love’ Sunday

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will sell “Loaves
of Love” this Sunday, January 22, in
Sherlock Hall from 11 a.m. to noon.
This event will raise money for the
AIDS Resource Foundation’s St.
Clare’s Homes for Children who have
specialized medical needs.

“The ‘Loaves of Love’ are a vari-
ety of homemade breads made by
Trinity parishioners,” said Marion
Nechuta, chairperson of Trinity’s
Outreach Committee. “We invite ev-
eryone to come and buy a delicious
loaf of bread for such a worthy
cause.” For additional information,
call (908) 276-4047.

The AIDS Resource Foundation
for Children (ARFC) was founded in
1985 by Terry and Faye Zealand

after being moved by the plight of a
2-year-old HIV-positive orphan liv-
ing in the hospital. St. Clare’s opened
its doors in May 1987 to its first
child, a two-month-old girl with HIV,
followed by four other children un-
der the age of 6. This home has been
identified as the first transitional care
facility in the nation for children
with HIV/AIDS, giving abandoned
HIV-positive babies a loving home
away from at-risk living situations.
Today there are three St. Clare’s
Homes For Children, in Elizabeth,
Jersey City and Neptune, addressing
the transitional needs of the most
vulnerable children. They have pro-
vided homes to more than 1,700
youngsters. For more information
about ARFC and St. Clare’s Homes,
visit aidsresource.org/.

Junior League to Host
Open House Events

SCOTCH PLAINS/WESTFIELD
— The Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield (JLEP) will host two new
member open house events. They will
take place on Tuesday, January 31,
from 7 to 9 p.m., at the Stage House
Tavern in Scotch Plains and Friday,
February 3, from 9 to 11 a.m., at Rock
‘n’ Joe’s in Westfield.

These events will serve as an op-
portunity for those considering join-
ing or just looking for more informa-
tion to meet JLEP members, socialize
in a fun environment and hear about
the variety of community projects the
League is involved with in addition to
the social aspect of membership.

JLEP is a women’s organization
dedicated to building better commu-
nities in Union County, with a rich
tradition of service dating back more
than 93 years.

To learn more about the JLEP,
check out jlepnj.org. To respond or
for additional information about the
new member open house events, call
(908) 709-1177 or e-mail
newmembers@jlepnj.org.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Soup-Chili Festival on Tap
At Cranford Church Feb. 4
CRANFORD — The Cranford

United Methodist Church will host a
Souper-Bowl Soup and Chili Festival
on Saturday, February 4. Twelve
homemade soups and chili varieties
will be available for takeout, ready
the day before Super Bowl 51. Inter-
ested persons are encouraged to place
their orders early.

Pints and Quarts of the following
soups and chilis will be available for
$4 and $8 each: Potato Cheddar with
Bacon Soup; Potato Cheddar (no ba-
con); Smokin’ Beef Chili (spicy); Beefy
Bean Chili (mild); Chicken Corn
Chowder; Cheeseburger Soup; Tomato
Basil Soup; Turkey Vegetable Soup;
Vegetarian Vegetable Soup; Italian
Wedding Soup; Vegan Pea Soup, and
Grandma Lilly’s Chicken Soup.

Customers can download the order

form from the church website,
cranfordumc.com, fill it in, enclose a
check payable to CUMC and mail it
to: Cranford United Methodist Church,
Souper-Bowl Team, 201 Lincoln Av-
enue East, Cranford, N.J. 07016. Pre-
paid advance orders will be available
for pickup at the event. Pre-paid ad-
vance orders must be received by mail
or dropped off at the church office by
Thursday, February 2. However, walk-
ins also will be welcome.

Orders can be picked up on Febru-
ary 4 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
kitchen of the church’s education build-
ing at 201 Lincoln Avenue, at the cor-
ner of Walnut and Lincoln Avenues,
Cranford. There is plenty of free park-
ing. For more information, call Marti
at (908) 276-0936 or send an e-mail to
office@cranfordumc.com.

New Oasis Church Course
Explores Meaning of Life

SCOTCH PLAINS — Oasis-
Church-NJ.com is offering a Mean-
ing of Life course on Sundays at 11:30
a.m. entitled ONE80 for those search-
ing for greater peace and meaning
with God, family and the world around
them. Open to the community, it is
being held at 1171 Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains.

This new message series, based on
the New Testament Book of Romans,
takes participants back to the basics
of the fundamental beliefs of the
Christian faith. It will address such
questions as: “Who is God?”, “Why
did Jesus Die?”, “How Can I Be
Forgiven?”, “Why Does God Allow
Suffering?”, “What Happens When
I Die?” “What about the Church?”,
“How Can I Find More Meaning in
Life?” and “How Can I Have More
Meaningful Relationships?”

According to David Butler, lead
pastor at Oasis Church, “the ONE80

message series is an opportunity to
explore the meaning of life, and make
a 180-turn to get a fresh start. The
message series is for everyone, in-
cluding those seeking to learn more
about Christianity, as well as those
just wanting a refresher on the basic
Christian beliefs found in the Bible.”

Oasis is a contemporary,
multicultural church with locations in
Scotch Plains and Rutgers University
in New Brunswick. Pastor Butler de-
scribes the church as a “fun and safe
place to learn about God, share fears,
meet new friends and ask questions
without being judged.”

Each week attendees have an op-
portunity to enjoy worship accompa-
nied by bands and to hear a Biblical
but relevant message for everyday
life. Sunday school programs are of-
fered as well. For more information,
call (732) 406-7821 or visit Oasis-
Church-NJ.com.

Ketubah Schedules
Lunch January 29

AREA — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Unit (55+) will gather on
Sunday, January 29, at 2 p.m., for
lunch at Tarantella’s Ristorante. The
restaurant is located at 1199 Raritan
Road, Clark.

The cost is the price of one’s own
meal. Prospective couples and
singles are welcome to attend. To
respond for the lunch or for more
information about the group, inter-
ested persons are invited to call
Elaine at (908) 232-0062 no later
than Wednesday, January 25.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005290

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-005130-16

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC
VS.
Defendant: DAVID F. PIKUS AND KATHERINE

M. PIKUS, HIS WIFE, JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/25/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/20/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-
Eight and 63/100*** $317,878.63.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 629
Shackarnaxon Drive, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

TAX LOT # 65, BLOCK # 4301.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Rahway Av-

enue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 80 X 150.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty Thou-

sand Two Hundred Seventy-Eight and 36/100***
$330,278.36 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/29/16, 01/05/17, 01/12/17
& 01/19/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005407

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-699-16

Plaintiff: NEW PENN FINANCIAL, LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING

VS.
Defendant: RONALD L. RASMUSSEN
Sale Date: 02/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Nineteen Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty and
57/100*** $419,730.57.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 416 WESTFIELD AV-
ENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 8 in Block No. 3002
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 35 X 114
Nearest Cross Street: FIRST STREET.
BEGINNING at a point in the Westerly side of

Westfield Avenue distant fifty (50) feet Northerly
from the Northerly line of First Street and run-
ning; thence

PRIOR LIENS /ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty $4,146.20
Sewer Open with Penalty $170.00
TOTAL AS OF November 9, 2016: $4,316.20
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand One Hundred Eighty-Eight and 77/
100*** $439,188.77 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 01/12, 01/19, 01/26
& 02/02/17 Fee: $171.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005464

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014507-13

Plaintiff:U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION (AS SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST TO
BANK OF AMERICA) AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
HOLDERS OF THE CSFB MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2003-
CF14

VS.
Defendant: CHERYL M. KRESS, RICHARD

H. KRESS, MR. KRESS, HUSBAND OF CHERYL
M. KRESS, ANN G. MCCORMICK, RONALD
MACCIA, MARIO GARCIA, LAWRENCE RAY,
JOAN RAY, CEONCEPCION GARCIA, UNITED
STATE OF AMERICA, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 02/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 01/13/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thirty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-
One and 80/100*** $532,791.80.

MUNICIPALITY: Mountainside Borough.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 1169 Ridge

Drive.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 13;

Block: 5.02.
DIMENSIONS: 000.376 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Short Drive.
Beginning at a point in the northwesterly side

line of Ridge Drive, distant northeasterly 700.96
feet from the point formed by the intersection of
said line of Ridge Drive extended with the south-
erly line of Short Drive, extended.

Pursuant to a tax search of 11/22/2016; 2017
QTR I Taxes: $2,740.45 Open, due on 02/01/
2017; 2017 QTR 2 Taxes: $2,740.45 Open, due
on 05/01/2017.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Fifty-Two Thou-
sand Three Hundred Forty-Eight and 01/100***
$552,348.01 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

This concise description does not constitute a
legal description. There is a full legal description
on file in the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE, NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 01/12, 01/19, 01/26
& 02/02/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005526

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004554-14

Plaintiff: US BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
AS TRUSTEE FOR THE STRUCTURED AS-
SET INVESTMENT LOAN TRUST, 2006-3

VS.
Defendant: CLAYTON S. PIERCE
Sale Date: 02/08/2017
Writ of Execution: 11/10/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Three Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Four and
95/100*** $633,224.95.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 3 ROBIN
ROAD, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023-1626.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 25, BLOCK 105 on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 75.00 FEET X 100.00 FEET X
75.00 FEET X 100.00 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Coriell Avenue.
Advertise subject to prior mortgage: None.
Advertise subject to prior lien: None.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty-Six Thou-

sand Two Hundred Sixty-Two and 87/100***
$656,262.87 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/12, 01/19, 01/26
& 02/02/17 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005243

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-19126-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
VS.
Defendant: BARBARA A. EVANS-GREGORY,

WILLIAM E. GREGORY, WIFE AND HUSBAND,
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Sale Date: 01/25/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Eight
and 58/100*** $262,578.58.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1140 ROOSEVELT
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

Tax Lot No. 10 in Block No. 8704.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.114 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: EVELYN STREET.
PRIOR LIENS /ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF March 23, 2016: $0.00.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy-Six

Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-Eight and 87/
100*** $276,478.87 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/29/16, 01/05/17, 01/12/17
& 01/19/17 Fee: $163.20

SCOUTS DELIVER...Scouts from Boy Scout Troop 73, sponsored for 80 years
by the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, participated in this
year’s town-wide Scouting for Food service project November 12. Scouts
delivered special bags to many homes across Westfield and collected donated
food to bring to the Westfield Food Pantry. Food was sorted and stocked onto
the food pantry shelves for distribution to those in need. To learn more about
or join Troop 73, contact Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham at
seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

‘Butterfly Guy’ to Return
For ‘Fun With Bugs’

CRANFORD — The Hanson
Park Conservancy will welcome
back Rick Mikula, known as “The
Butterfly Guy,” on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11, at 10 a.m. Mr. Mikula
will present a program entitled “Fun
With Bugs (Even in the Snow!)” at
the Cranford Community Center.

During this event Mr. Mikula will
cover the amazing insects that live
in local backyards and parks. He
will show attendees how to locate
and appreciate insects in the win-
ter and even in the snowy weather.
Mr. Mikula will showcase live but-
terflies and demonstrate just how
easy it is to care for them. This
program is free and is designed to
appeal to insect lovers of all ages.

For more than 35 years, Mr.
Mikula has been engaging audi-
ences with his humorous way of
looking at butterflies. He currently
is president of Butterfly Rescue
International and serves as a con-
sultant to both the Association for
Butterflies and The International
Butterfly Breeders Association. Mr.
Mikula also is the pioneer and in-
ventor of releasing butterflies at
weddings and funerals and has
helped to make it a global phenom-
enon. He wrote the award-winning
“The Family Butterfly Book” and
has designed several live butterfly
exhibits including the Hershey
Butterfly House, the exhibit at
Clyde Peeling’s Reptiland and at
Dollywood. To learn more about
Mr. Mikula, visit his website,
butterflyrick.com.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
No registration is required, but seat-
ing is available on a first-come,
first-served basis, so interested per-
sons are encouraged to arrive early.
For more information on the Hanson
Park Conservancy, visit its website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or
like the organization on Facebook.

Library Friends Hold
Membership Drive

CRANFORD — The annual mem-
bership drive of the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library is underway.
Founded in 1979, the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library support the
library in dozens of ways, including
sponsorship of the international film
series, the adult, teen and children’s
summer reading programs, the adult
winter reading program, the Literary
Café book discussion program, play
readings by the Theater Project and
story time yoga sessions for children.

The Friends also purchase furni-
ture and equipment for the library,
fund an annual library studies schol-
arship and fund the library’s highly
popular museum pass and book club
kit programs. In addition, the
Friends make substantial contribu-
tions to the library book budget.

The Friends ask that members of
the community help support the li-
brary by becoming a member of the
group or by renewing their mem-
bership. The annual membership fee
is $10, and $5 for senior citizens
and students. Membership in the
Friends includes mailings of The
Reader, the joint, bi-monthly news-
letter of the library and the Friends.

Membership applications are
available at the main desk of the
library and also can be found at
cranfordlibrary.org/friends.php.
The Cranford Public Library is lo-
cated at 224 Walnut Avenue.

Cranford Rec. Has
Program Openings

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department has
announced that openings are still
available in its Winter 2017 programs.
The openings are in classes listed as
follows:

Pre-School, Kinder and Youth Pro-
grams:

Drum Circle, Guitar, Electronic
Game Design, Winter Field Hockey,
Intro to Rock Instruments, Kinder
Dance with Me, Lego Robotics Res-
cue Robots, Actor’s Garage Lights!
Camera! Kids! Action!, Mannerations
— Social Etiquette (one-day class),
Mannerations – Dining Etiquette (one-
day class), Minecraft Traveling to the
Future, Mommy & Me Music, NASA,
Parent & Me Stretch & Grow, Parent
& Me Yoga, Science Matters, Thurs-
day Night Gamer’s Club, Typing Class.

Adult Programs:
Kick H.I.I.T.
Classes are for Cranford residents

only. For additional information, call
the Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

Needle Nite Group to Meet
February 3 In Fanwood

FANWOOD — The next meeting
of the Needle Nite group will be held
on Friday, February 3, at 7 p.m., in
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church’s
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

The quilters will continue to work
on this year’s pattern, “9Patchtastic,”
and the second pattern, “Sonja’s Win-
dow.” They will prepare for the Har-
vest Quilters Show to be held on
Saturday, March 25, at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

The knitters and those who cro-
chet also plan to display their items
at the show.

Needle Nite has a special room
called “The Charity Room” at the
show to display the items members
make. The group invites all to visit

it while at the show to see the quilts
made by the Harvest Quilters.

Quilts, knit and crocheted baby
items, lap robes, hats and scarves
made monthly are distributed to
many charities.

All are welcome to come to Needle
Nite sessions and see what is being
done and to join the group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about
these projects or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891,
e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org or
check the website fanwoodpc.org.

Free Wi-Fi Is Available In
County Parks, Facilities

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced that free public Wi-Fi
access is available now in six addi-
tional parks throughout the county.
There are now a total of 11 county
parks and facilities that offer free
Wi-Fi.

“We are committed to ensuring
that our recreation facilities are up to
date and welcoming to a broad range
of activities,” said Chairman Bruce
Bergen. “Whether it is surfing the
web, mapping out the day, setting
alarms at home, or posting photos of
their children in action, it now be-
comes a reality for our residents at
more locations in our parks systems.”

The Wi-Fi program was an initia-
tive of Freeholder Christopher
Hudak when he served as chairman
in 2014.

“In today’s interconnected world,
it’s important that our residents have
the opportunity to stay in touch
throughout the day wherever they

may be,” said Freeholder Hudak.
“We’re pleased to be able to expand
this important service.”

New sites include:  Ponderosa
Park, Scotch Plains; Conant Park,
Hillside; Warinanco Park Boat
House/Spray Park Area; Mattano
Park, Elizabeth; Rizzuto Park,
Union, and Watchung Stables, 1160
Summit Lane, Mountainside.

Previous Wi-Fi-enabled sites in-
clude:  The Union County Clerk’s
Office at the Colleen Fraser Build-
ing in Westfield;  Nomahegan Park
playground, Cranford;  Trailside
Nature and Science Center,
Mountainside; Warinanco (Park)
Skating facility area, Roselle; Walter
Ulrich Memorial Pool, Rahway
River Park, and Wheeler Park Pool
and Playground area, Linden.

Logging on to Union County’s ser-
vice is easy for Wi-Fi-enabled de-
vices, such as Apple iPhones and iPads,
Android-based phones and tablets and
any other Wi-Fi-capable devices. Us-
ers merely find the Wi-Fi settings and
make sure it is turned on, selecting
“Union County Wi-Fi” as the connec-
tion to join. They are then advised to
follow on-screen agreements.

Safety features also are in place,
including having the users re-log in
periodically to discourage down-
loading or streaming of large files
that may cause the performance and
bandwidth to decrease for other
patrons who may be logged on at
the same time.

To find a local outdoor area with
free Wi-Fi, visit ucnj.org/wi-fi.

Red Cross to Hold
Blood Drive Jan. 28

AREA — The American Red Cross
will hold a community blood drive on
Saturday, January 28, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., at the Center for Spiritual
Living. The center is located at 331
Mount Kemble Avenue, Route 202,
Morristown.

Individuals who are at least 17 years
old, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds
and are in general good health may be
eligible to donate.

Donors will receive a $5 Dunkin’
Donuts gift card in appreciation of
their gift of blood.

For a complete list of eligibility re-
quirements and to make a donor ap-
pointment, go to redcrossblood.org and
enter keyword CSLMorristown or call
1-(800) 733-2767. For more informa-
tion, call the Center for Spiritual Living
in Morristown at (973) 539-3114.

Re-MemberThen
Due For Doo-Wop

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the public to enjoy an evening of
doo-wop music featuring Re-
MemberThen on Monday, January
30, at 7:30 p.m. It will take place in
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Re-MemberThen, a five-man
group based in Piscataway, was
formed in 2011. The group has ap-
peared on Sam Edwards’ Reading,
Pa.-based doo-wop television show
and made many appearances on
“The Doo-Wop Drive” radio show,
hosted by Alan David Stein. The
ensemble’s first big event was a
performance at the Doo Wop Fes-
tival at Penns Landing, Pa.

Re-MemberThen has twice won
Don K. Reed’s a cappella show-
down at the Izod Center, in 2012
and 2014. As winners, the group
went on to open the Nader Doo-
Wop Spectacular at the Meadow-
lands, which included such notable
acts as Lou Christie, the Capris,
Kenny Vance and the Planotones,
and Tommy Mara and the Crests.

Admission to the program is free
and all are welcome.

More Letters to the Editor

Further Information Offered
On Flood Mitigation Plan

Roots & Wings Is Recipient
Of 2016 Unity Award

AREA — Roots & Wings recently
was presented with the 2016 Unity
Award for Achievement in Law En-
forcement by the New Jersey Hu-
man Relations Council (NJHRC).
This award is in recognition of Roots
& Wings’ extraordinary impact on
the lives and futures of aged-out
foster youth in New Jersey.

The award was given to Roots &
Wings at the NJHRC’s 2016 Annual
Leadership Conference at Kean
University on November 16. Execu-
tive Director Emily La Iacona, board
member Wendy Masteller and vol-
unteer Lisa Kowalski accepted the
award.

“On behalf of all the hard work,
passion and commitment from the
staff and volunteers, thank you for
this acknowledgement,” com-
mented Ms. La Iacona.

“Roots & Wings was founded in
1999 as a community-based volun-
teer operation and has grown into
an incredible organization that pro-
vides support, guidance and stabil-
ity to aged-out foster youth in New
Jersey,” she said.

“We are so grateful for being

recognized for the good work that
we are providing to the community
and to this disadvantaged popula-
tion,” added Ms. Masteller.

For more information about the
New Jersey Human Relations
Council, visit njhrc.org. More in-
formation about Roots & Wings is
available at rootsandwingsnj.org or
by calling Emily La Iacona at (973)
453-6668, extension no. 101.

Roots & Wings’ mission is to
provide young adults who age out
of the New Jersey foster care sys-
tem with safe housing, educational
support, case management, coun-
seling and life skills in order to
empower motivated individuals
toward self-sufficiency. Today,
Roots & Wings serves 30 to 40
young adults in Union and Morris
counties through two direct ser-
vice programs – the Residential
Program and the Outreach Case
Management Program. Addition-
ally, current and past clients are
welcome at Roots & Wings’ main
office in Denville, N.J., where they
have access to a food and supplies
pantry as well as a media room.

ROOTS IN THE COMMUNITY...Accepting the Unity Award in Law Enforce-
ment on behalf of Roots & Wings are, pictured from left to right, Wendy Masteller,
board member; Executive Director Emily La Iacona and volunteer Lisa Kowalski.

I wanted to add to the informative
Westfield Leader article from last week
about the Rahway River Flood Miti-
gation Plan. There will be more spe-
cific outreach soon to homeowners to
inform more specifically the details.
The channelization work done in
Cranford includes (from page 134 of
USACES Feasibility study) “the ma-
jority of work involves modification
of the channel bottom. Specifically,
excavation will be performed to in-
crease the depth of the river by two feet
and to increase the bottom width to 35
to 45 feet. There will be some work
along the riverbanks to create a bank
slope of IV:2.5H. However, the aver-
age top width of the Rahway River
within the footprint of the channel
modification is 70 feet.” The
channelization project is to be done
within the river and along riverbanks.

There has been sensitivity to this
since the properties that abut the river
are residential properties for the most
part. Questions about easements can’t
be determined yet since no property
surveys have been done, but again,
the project scope is expected to be in
the river and along the riverbanks.

The channelization and the modifi-
cations to the Orange Reservoir Dam

are expected to provide material addi-
tional capacity so residents are more
protected from storms. The US Army
Corps of Engineers and N.J. State DEP
both state that the Rahway River Flood
Mitigation plan will not resolve all
flooding issues. But there is material
improvement from plan implementa-
tion providing more resiliency against
future events. But communities, espe-
cially those which drain into the
Rahway River and Lenape Park, need
to do more as well. Communities such
as Mountainside and Westfield, while
meeting state statutes, contribute run-
off that is not mitigated. Planning and
zoning boards should go beyond ex-
isting requirements, such as requiring
storm water management plans for
smaller development projects. Com-
munities should also expand their par-
ticipation in more robust development
retention facilities and on a smaller
scale rain gardens.

US Army Corps of Engineers ex-
tended the public comment period on
the plan to February 7 to ensure all
who wanted to comment had time to
do so. Please urge your support.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

Correction Requested Re Headline
On Garwood Planning Bd. Article

Once again, a Garwood resident
has to request a correction from The
Westfield Leader editorial staff. I trust
that things will improve in 2017.

Please be advised that while the
new reporter assigned to Garwood’s
board meetings reported on the De-
cember Planning Board meeting ap-
plication for 3 Lincoln Avenue cor-
rectly, the headline, “Planning Bd.
Denies Appeal For Paved Parking
Lot,” is incorrect. The reporter cor-
rectly referred to a request that the

applicant “reconsider and withdraw
his appeal”… “he agreed.” Contrary
to the editor’s headline, the Garwood
Planning Board never actually took a
vote on this application. The appli-
cant agreed to withdraw the applica-
tion and submit a site plan at a future
date. The board looks forward to re-
ceiving and hearing this application
at a future date. We trust that future
headlines will be correct.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

www.goleader.com
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MATH-LETES...Neither snow nor rain could stop nine Middle School students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison from participating in the eleventh
annual St. Joseph's Mathematics Competition. They competed against nearly 250
other students from 20 other schools. Awards are bestowed on the top 10 schools
and the Wardlaw-Hartridge team took eighth place. Congratulations to seventh
graders Shreya Dharayan of Edison, Shankari Theivanayagam of Summit, Shiv
Tickoo of Scotch Plains, Kunal Patel, Nicholas Ji, Zain Zaidi and Aarush
Dharayan, all of Edison, and eighth grader Tarun Ravilla of Edison and Caroline
Kolmodin of Mountainside.

LESSON ON GIVING...Second graders in Monica Gundrum’s class at Tamaques
School in Westfield recently contributed 102 sets of new pajamas to the Union
County Chapter of the “Pajama Program.” The recipients of the pajamas are
those in shelters, foster homes, hospitals, the Department of Permanency ( DYFS),
and Head Start programs. ”I think this is a great community project for the
children to participate in and a way in which they can understand that others are
less fortunate,” stated Mrs. Gundrum, who organized the drive in 2014 with
similar positive response from her students. According to Mrs. Gundrum, the
"Pajama Program" began in NYC in 2001 and has spread throughout the country.

Applications Due for
DeLeeuw Scholarship

Lehigh Univ. Announces
Fall 2016 Dean’s List

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and 

strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our 

area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their 

civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand 

their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many 

merchants look to this background of experience and 

understanding for assistance in reaching their audience 

most effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their 

merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for 

information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience 

and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum 

results from your sales messages.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Language Honor Societies
Inductions Held at SP-FHS
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Novem-

ber 16, 2016, a total of 69 students
were inducted into their respective
world language honor societies dur-
ing a ceremony replete with pomp
and circumstance and which cel-
ebrated the first group of students to
be inducted into the newly instituted
Chinese Honor Society. Flag-bearing
officers led their inductees into the
auditorium as cultural music played.

Senior Emily Levitt, who served as
Master of Ceremonies, introduced the
various guest speakers of the evening.
Christian Buren, representing the
Chinese language, talked about learn-
ing Chinese, and in particular, about
“the concept of zhun zhong, or re-
spect  - Respect for ourselves, for
each other, our elders, for opinions
and ideas, and especially respect for
our studies.”

Rose Giandana related her experi-
ences traveling to France through the
French exchange program, comment-
ing on the confidence she gained by
communicating in French beyond the
classroom and by having the oppor-
tunity to question and rethink some of
her beliefs, perspectives and ideas.

Olivia Barcia, who represented the
Italian language, spoke to how, as a
fourth generation Italian, learning the
language has helped her connect more
deeply with her family heritage.

Max Mazursky, a senior in AP
Spanish, spoke eloquently about the
10-day all expenses paid trip to Ec-
uador he won through the AATSP
Bertie Green Junior Travel Award.
Max noted that his most memorable
experience came from the day his
group visited an orphanage in Quito,
where he realized that, “no matter
how different our cultures may be,
the orphans, and every other human
in the world, just want a place to
belong, with people who care about
them.”

Officers from each honor society
led their individual candle-lighting
induction ceremonies, which were all
conducted entirely in the target lan-
guage. Senior Simon Oster, the final
guest speaker, was not only inducted
into the French Honor Society that

evening, but also represented Ger-
man as the last, lone member and
President of the German Honor Soci-
ety. In his speech, Simon spoke of his
love for learning languages, relating
his unique and admirable path to pro-
ficiency in both German and French.
The evening concluded with a
celebratory reception in the cafeteria.

Officers included Francesca Jones,
Lorie Marie Rosado, Erin Sheehy
and Justin Yang (Chinese), Alyssa
Cordero and Ian MacPherson
(French), Julia Guarneri, Caroline
McNichol and Kelsey Werkheiser
(Italian) and  Kiara Cruz and Daniela
Fonseca (Spanish).  Chinese Honor
Society Inductees were Sara
Begalman, Christian Buren, Amy
Chen, Kelly Hopkins, Francesca
Jones, Lorie Marie Rosado, Erin
Sheehy and Justin Yang. Inducted
into the French Honor Society were
Sara Banasiak, Rachel Breit, Maya
Dunchus, Hannah Finan, Mackenzie
Inacker, Katherine Keiser, Quinn
Kekelis, Brianna Linder, Michael
Lockfeld, Caraid McGovern, Briana
McGowan, Sara Miller, Alexa-Jada
Nelson, Simon Oster, Nikita
Paranjape, Gabriella Scannell, Megan
Small, Sydney Smith, Gabriel
StaRosa, Connor Wirth and Karl
Wirth.  Italian Honor Society Induct-
ees included Olivia Barcia, Brandon
Boyarsky, Francesca Carlino,
Josephine Catuogno, Maria DelSordi,
Riya Desai, Angela DiGiacomo,
Alanna Gaona, Nina Halberstadter,
Adam Mayerson and Ryan Midwin-
ter.  Inducted into the Spanish Honor
Society were Jason Acevedo,
Madeline Bord, Caitlin Bourke, Jack
Cannon, Natalie Choque, Daniella
Cohen, Phoebe Collins, Hannah
Davis, Francesca DiFabio, Anna
Dunchus, Caroline English, Patrick
Gannon, Madison Goldberg, Caroline
Gutierrez, Jacqueline Harvey, Isabella
Hurtado, Kathryn Kalaigian, Nicho-
las Lavin, Rachel Maizes, Jared Mann,
Paige McMorrow, Kerri McNeely,
Gia Pares, Molly Pritchett, Nathaniel
Redmount, Veronica Sendao, Lauren
Trentacoste, Isaac Velasquez and
Ethan Wollman.

Redfield Named to
JMU President's List
HARRISONBURG, V.A. – Scotch

Plains resident, Carly Rebecca
Redfield, has been named to the
president's list at James Madison
University for the fall 2016 semester.
Students who earn president's list
honors must carry at least 12 graded
credit hours and earn a GPA of 3.900
or above. Ms. Redfield is scheduled
to graduate in 2017 and is majoring in
marketing.

PLAINFIELD – High school se-
niors wishing to apply for the Adele
DeLeeuw Scholarship should obtain
applications now from their school
guidance office. The scholarships
range from $1,000 to $5,000. Dead-
line for submission of applications is
Wednesday, March 8.

Previous DeLeeuw scholarship re-
cipients already in college are also
eligible to apply. Applicants must
submit complete official transcripts
of college grades with a new applica-
tion.

This is the twenty-second year the
scholarships have been offered. To
date, the Adele DeLeeuw Scholar-
ship Fund, which is a fund of the
Plainfield Foundation, has awarded
over one million dollars.  The awards
are made in accordance with the terms
of a bequest from Ms. DeLeeuw, au-
thor of 75 books, journalist and arts
activist.

The Plainfield Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by Michael R.
Townley, acts as selector for the schol-
arships. Area Rotary Clubs assist in
the selection process. Only students
attending high schools in Plainfield,
North Plainfield, South Plainfield,

Warren, Watchung, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Edison are eligible.
Location of high school, not student’s
residence, is the qualifying factor.
The student must also be accepted to
an accredited college or university.

Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, poetry, writing, journalism or en-
gineering. Applicants must demon-
strate the scholastic aptitude and in-
terest to pursue study in one of these
specified areas. Applicants must also
prove financial need.

Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain
the necessary application informa-
tion or go to the Plainfield/North
Plainfield Rotary Club website at
www.rotarypnp.org/cs- adele-
deleeuw-scholarship.php. Questions
may be directed to Johanna Salvemini,
Scholarship Administrator, at (908)
755-8098.

Valentine Named to BSC
President's Honor Roll
BISMARCK, N.D. – James Valen-

tine, of Cranford, has been named to
the President's Honor Roll with a
4.00 GPA for the Fall 2016 semester
at Bismarck State College.

Students must maintain at least a
3.50 grade point on a 4.00 scale while
enrolled in at least 12 semester hours
of classes to qualify for the BSC
President's Honor Roll.

BETHLEHEM, P.A. – Students at
Lehigh University attained Dean's List
in Fall 2016. This status is granted to
students who earned a scholastic av-
erage of 3.6 or better while carrying
at least 12 hours of regularly graded
courses.

Richard Barry of Cranford, An-
drew Benito of Westfield, Lauren
Busardo of Westfield, Matthew Enslin
of Westfield, Rachel Fan of Westfield,

Melanie Grycan of Westfield, Alison
Krakauer of Westfield, Kyle
Kristiansen of Westfield, Olivia
Mobarakai of Westfield, Michael
Mobarakai of Westfield, Griffin
Mooney of Westfield, Brooke
Schaeffer of Westfield, Jackson
Cochran-Carney of Scotch Plains,
Justin Glock of Scotch Plains,
Jonathan Kriney of Scotch Plains and
Emma Strong of Scotch Plains.

Local Students to Participate
In Pres. Inaugural Parade

Julia Bieber Inducted
into Oracle Hon. Soc.
ITHACA, N.Y. – Westfield native

Julia Bieber, a Occupational Therapy
student at Ithaca College, was in-
ducted into the Oracle Honor Soci-
ety. Founded in 1928, the Oracle
Honor Society is a historic Ithaca
College honor society that recognizes
academic excellence. New students
who achieve a GPA within the top 10
percent of students in their academic
school after completing two full se-
mesters at the college are invited to
accept membership into the society.

CHARLESTON, S.C. – The 2017
Presidential Inaugural Parade repre-
sents the seventh inaugural parade in
which The Citadel Regimental Band
and Pipes, Color Guard and/or
Summerall Guard have been selected
to participate. They jointly repre-
sented The Citadel together in the
1953 and 1985 inaugural parades.
Unfortunately, inclement weather
forced the cancellation of President
Reagan's 1985 parade. The regimen-
tal band was also a participant in
President Kennedy's 1961 parade. The
Summerall Guard participated in
President George H. W. Bush's 1989
inaugural parade and President
George W. Bush's 2005 inaugural
parade.

The Summerall Guard is a silent
precision drill platoon that was formed
at The Citadel 85 years ago. The
platoon's purpose is to exemplify,
through a unique series of movements
based on the old close order drill, the
exactness and thoroughness with
which a cadet at The Citadel is trained.

The Citadel Regimental Band and
Pipes is the only U.S. military college
band to ever be invited to the exclu-
sive Royal Edinburgh Military Tat-
too, and has been selected to partici-
pate as the one American military
band in the globally known event

three times: 2015, 2010, and 1991.
Thomas Spera of Scotch Plains as

part of The Citadel Regimental Band
and Pipes and Color Guard will march
in the 2017 Presidential Inaugural
Parade.

Joseph Vicci of Cranford will march
in the 2017 Presidential Inaugural
Parade as part of The Citadel's
Summerall Guard.

The Citadel, with its iconic campus
located in Charleston, South Caro-
lina, offers a classic military college
education for young men and women
profoundly focused on leadership
excellence and academic distinction.
Graduates are not required to serve in
the military but about 30 percent of
each class commission as officers in
every branch of U.S. military. Citadel
alumni have served the nation, their
state and their communities as prin-
cipled leaders since the college was
founded in 1842. The Citadel Gradu-
ate College offers 26 graduate degree
programs with 42 concentration op-
tions, 24 graduate certificate pro-
grams, and seven evening undergradu-
ate programs, through an all-evening
schedule, with many programs now
fully online. The Citadel has been
named Best Public College in the
South by U.S. News and World report
for six consecutive years.

University of Rhode Island
Announces Fall Dean's List
KINGSTON, R.I. – The University

of Rhode Island announced that 5,401
students have qualified for the Fall 2016
Dean's List. The students represent
nearly all of Rhode Island's cities and
towns, all six New England states, New
York and New Jersey, other states and
more than 16 countries.

To qualify for the Dean's List, stu-
dents must have completed 12 or
more credits during a semester for

letter grades with at least a 3.30
quality point average.

Local students who were named to
the list are: Rebecca L. Baytala of
Cranford, majoring in Communication
Studies; Abigail Elizabeth Collyer of
Cranford, majoring in Biology-BA;
Morgan Reed Zolnoski of Cranford,
majoring in Textile Fashion Merchan-
dising and Design; Bryan Evans of
Westfield, majoring in Entrepreneurial
Management; Brianna Nicole
Parkinson of Westfield, majoring in
Psychology - BA; Liam Loughlin of
Westfield,  majoring in Kinesiology;
Katie Sheets of Westfield, majoring in
Psychology - BA; Isaac Harris Amador
of Westfield, majoring in Nursing; Brit-
tany Bryant of Westfield, majoring in
Kinesiology; Julia Jane Penczak of
Westfield, majoring in Human Devel-
opment and Family Studies; Danielle
Rose Galasso of Scotch Plains, major-
ing in Nursing; Julia Marie Napolitano
of Fanwood, majoring in Nursing;
Lauren Elizabeth Szpond of Scotch
Plains, majoring in Business - BS; Timo-
thy Scott Mitchell of Scotch Plains,
majoring in Business - BS; Dannielle
Farrall of Scotch Plains, majoring in
Chinese; Shannon Patrice Costello of
Scotch Plains, majoring in Univ Col-
lege - BA and Jessica S. Florendo of
Scotch Plains, majoring in Marine Bi-
ology.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

 Quinnipiac Univ. Students
Travel to Pres. Inauguration

Purse Bingo Event
Planned for Garwood
GARWOOD – The Garwood Lin-

coln School’s Eighth Grade Class is
hosting a Purse Bingo fundraiser on
Thursday, March 9, at the Polish Cul-
tural Foundation at 177 Broadway, in
Clark. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased in advance
for $35 each or at the door (if any
remain maximum 220). A table of six
can be reserved for $210. Three bingo
cards for each purse are included with
the entry fee. The event will also feature
tricky tray baskets, 50/50, calendar
raffle, lottery apron and more. Purses to
include COACH, Michael Kors, and
Kate Spade.

For more information please contact
Tina Simitz at (201) 919-7978 or email
at tinamiliano@aol.com.

Hamden, C.T. – Antoine
Campbell of Scotch Plains is one of
38 students from Quinnipiac Uni-
versity visiting Washington, D.C.,
January 8 to 21 to participate in a
Donald Trump presidential inaugu-
ration seminar, where they will get
to witness history, explore career
paths, make professional contacts
and interact with nationally and in-
ternationally recognized political
leaders and journalists.

Led by Quinnipiac professors
Scott McLean, Jennifer Sacco and
Kathy Cooke, the students will get a
behind-the-scenes perspective on
Washington politics and media

through site visits to embassies, ex-
ecutive branch offices, Congres-
sional offices, media organizations
and nonprofit think tanks and trade
associations. A bus tour of Wash-
ington, D.C., and special events,
including a reception at the Na-
tional Press Club, are also planned
as part of this Washington Center
for Internships and Academic Semi-
nars program.

Professor McLean has brought a
group to Washington, D.C. every
four years since 2001. The 38 stu-
dents represent the largest
Quinnipiac contingent to participate
in the seminar.
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

BONDAROWICZ, COHEN WIN TWO INDIVIDUAL EVENTS

Raider Swimmers Glide Past
Bergen Catholic Boys, 101-69

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chris Bondarowicz and Josh Cohen
each scored a pair of victories to help
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swim team to a convinc-
ing 101-69 win over previously un-
beaten Bergen Catholic in a meet held
on January 10 at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains “Y” pool. Bondarowicz took
first place in the 200 Individual Med-

ley and the 100 Breaststroke. Cohen
notched wins in the 200 Freestyle and
the 500 Freestyle. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood won the first five races of
the meet and at (8-1) has lost just once
this season to Westfield.

“Our boys really swam well today,”
said Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Jess Hulnik. “We took first
place in a lot of events against a very
good team. We got things off to a

good start in the Medley and just built
on it from there. Josh, of course swam
very well for us as always and so did
Chris Bondarowicz. Not surprising at
all to see that.”

The Raiders kicked things off with
a win in the 200 Medley Relay where
the team of Eric Chang, Chris
Bondarowicz, Alan Shao and Nick
Heath posted a winning time of

DiGIO WINS 4TH; WF 3 CHAMPS; COUGARS 5, SPF ONE

Cougars Retain UCT Crown,
Blue Devil Matmen Get Third

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar senior Tom DiGiovanni
became the eighth individual to win
four Union County Tournament
(UCT) wrestling titles and as expected
the Cranford High School matmen
easily captured their third straight team
championship with a total of 248.5

and claimed five individual champi-
ons at Union High School on January
14. The Roselle Park Panthers took a
distance second at 183.5 and had one
champion and Westfield took third
with 153 points and claimed three
individual champions.

Rahway (R) took fourth with 118
points and claimed two champs, the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders took
fifth at 114 with one champ, Gover-
nor Livingston (GL) took sixth at 99,
while Union took seventh and had
one champ. New Providence (NP)
took eighth at 90, Summit was ninth at
73.5 with one champ and Linden (L)
was 10th at 63. Others were AL

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOUR TIME UCT CHAMP, OUTSTANDING WRESTLER...Cougar senior Tom DiGiovanni, top, fends off Summit’s Phil
Angelo, 2-1, for the 138-lb crown. DiGiovanni became only the eighth individual in UCT history to win four titles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A TIGHT RACE...Raider Josh Cohen, top, tries to keep ahead of his Bergen Catholic opponent in the 200-freestyle event
at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” on January 10. Cohen finished in 1:41.98 to easily place first.

More UCT photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

County Swim Meets
Sunday at Rutgers

This Sunday will be the 68th edi-
tion of the Union County Swimming
Championships and WHS will be the
boys’ team everybody is chasing, as it
has been for six decades. Westfield
has won 58 of the 60 county champi-
onships held since 1957, including 42
in a row at one point.

The two years WHS didn’t win –
1999 and 2011 – it finished second to
Scotch Plans-Fanwood. There were
also co-championships in 1962 (with
Pingry) and 1986 (Summit).

Since the meet is at Rutgers, eight
lanes will be in use. In almost every
one of the eight individual races, six
lanes in the final (fastest) heat will
likely have swimmers from WHS and
SPF. And all three relays will likely
have WHS and SPF in lanes 4 and 5,
the top seeds.

The boys meet starts at 3:30, fol-
lowing the girls meet which kicks off
at noon.

A little bit of history on the Union
County meet …

The first two Union County swim-
ming (and diving) championships
were held at Rutgers University in
1938 and 1939. Led by Dave Man-
ning and Paul Fitzgerald, Westfield
narrowly won both, edging Pingry,
40-39, in 1938 and Plainfield, 52-45,
in 1939. After a two-year layoff, the
meet was resumed in 1942 and ’43 at
the Elizabeth YMCA as a non-scor-
ing event (Plainfield would have won
both years, if they had been scored).

Then World War II interfered, and
the meet wasn’t restarted until 1954
when the Pingry School, then located
in Hillside, around the corner from
Kean University. The first three years
were three-way battles between
Plainfield (which won in ’54),
Westfield (’55 winner) and Pingry
(’56 champ).

Then along came 1957, an im-
mensely influential year in history.
Elvis Presley was causing the stuffy
Eisenhower era to shake its collective
head with songs like All Shook Up
and Jailhouse Rock. Thousands of
school kids were being turned on by
all the racket, including Bob
Zimmerman (Dylan) in Minnesota,
Dion DiMucci in the Bronx and, over
in England, John Lennon and Paul
McCartney.

Writers Jack Kerouac (On the Road)
and Ayn Rand (Atlas Shrugged) shook
up the country’s book readers that year
with their “magnum opuses.” Allen
Ginsburg, William Burroughs,
Kerouac and other “Beat Generation”
hipsters flocked to Greenwich Village.
The space race “was on” after the
Russians launched Sputnik, with the
dog Laika aboard. Ngo Dinh Diem of
South Vietnam survived a communist
assassination attempt in Ban Me Thuot.

Westfielders woke up on Feb. 22,
1957 to read the newspaper report –
yes, in 1957 people actually got their
local news from newspapers – that the
Brooklyn Dodgers had purchased the

SPF swimmers celebrate their historic victory on Feb. 6, 1999, when they ended
WHS’s 42-year reign as Union County champions. Identifiable (from left):
Charlie Rowe, Jeff Wagner, Steve Berkowitz, Chris Swenson, Chris Smith, Dave
Russ, Steve Swenson, Chris Karelus and Chris Wetlesen.

minor league stadium of the Chicago
Cubs farm team in Los Angeles.
Owner Walter O’Malley said the
Dodgers might play some exhibition
games there, although everyone knew
what was coming. By year’s end, the
Dodgers and New York Giants had
fled their ancient, dilapidated
ballyards (Ebbets Field, Polo
Grounds) in New York for the money-
friendly environs of California. Base-
ball – and all professional sports, and
the country, for that matter – would
never be the same.

Later that day, the WHS boys swim
team, led by Terry Bentley, Jay Pierson
and Bob Reddell, won the Union
County championship with 45 points.
Pingry (32) and Plainfield (31) made
it another three-team battle.

From 1957 through 1998, WHS won
(or shared) every county swim title –
either totally dominating (the 1966
team won all 11 events) or using its
depth (the 1989 and 1994 teams won
just two events). Through 10 different
coaches at four different sites – Pingry
(through 1954-62), Westfield YMCA
(1963-74), Elizabeth’s George Wash-
ington School (1975-77) and Eliza-
beth High (1978-99) – the wins flowed.
Until Feb. 6, 1999, when SP-F finally
slew the blue dragon.

That streak took up 10 presidential
elections and nine different presidents.

A lot of famous people – musicians
Jimi Hendrix, Buddy Holly, Brian
Jones and Otis Redding; actors John
Belushi, James Dean and River Phoe-
nix; athletes Roberto Clemente, Lou
Gehrig and Josh Gibson; civil rights
leaders Malcolm X and Martin Luther
King Jr., and somebody named Jesus
Christ – never made it to 43. (That
includes Elvis Presley.)

WHS’s county reign lasted 15,323
days. Then Scotch Plains-Fanwood
won 10 of 11 events to capture that
1999 championship by a 323.5-304
margin. SPF won all three relays,
taking the 200 medley by .07 of a
second and the 200 free by .31 of a
second. WHS had the lead in both
going to the anchor legs, but speedy
Dave Russ pulled them both out.

“I had butterflies … it was such an
incredible meet,” Russ said. “I don’t
know how to explain it. Westfield
swam well. We swam well. It was just
a great meet.”

Two other key races were the 200
and 500 freestyles. In the first SPF’s
Charlie Rowe edged WHS co-cap-
tain Jay Pollack by .21 of a second; in
the latter SPF’s Steve Berkowitz edged
Pollack after 20 hard-fought laps.

But the race everyone remembers
was the 200 individual medley. WHS
co-captain Seth Burstein, who later
edged SPF’s Jeff Wagner to win his
third straight UC 100 butterfly, swam
a career-best 2:01.46 to defeat
Berkowitz. But “Stubby” was dis-
qualified for wearing an illegal team
racing cap.

Berkowitz’s “win” technically did
not alter the meet’s outcome. A
rescoring of the event with Burstein
winning, and with every other event

scoring exactly as it did, would have
still given SPF the title, but by just a
half-point – 318.5-318.

The Blue Devils rebounded to win
the sectional title before falling to
Moorestown in the state Public B
final. SPF narrowly lost to Shawnee
in the Public A final. WHS won the
next 11 county championships before
the Raiders ended that streak in 2011.
The last five county titles have gone
to Westfield.

Sunday’s meet looks like another great
one between the rivals. But will any-
thing ever match the tension of 1999?
Having a 42-year streak is nice to talk
about now, but it had become an alba-
tross around the team’s collective neck.

If you don’t think so, consider that
the parents of each year’s captains
gave the coach a case of “Australian
Oil Cans,” to show their appreciation
for the streak not ending on their
watch. There was no Foster’s deliv-
ery on Feb. 6, 1999.

“It seemed like we defied history,”
SPF coach Jess Hulnik said. “When I
got on the bus I didn’t know what to
say to the team.”

 * * *
This is the 40th year for the girls

meet, the first being held in 1978 at
Elizabeth High, when Hall of Fame

coach Merilyn Diamond led Westfield
to the title. The Blue Devils have won
32 of the 39 previous meets, although
SP-F has won the past two and is the
favorite to make it three straight Sun-
day.

First-year WHS girls coach Steve
Whittington took over after a highly
successful stint as the boys coach at
St. Joseph High in Metuchen. Since
the Greater Middlesex Conference
championship meet’s inception in
1979, the Falcons have won all 38
meets. Christian Brothers Academy
team, another catholic school jugger-
naut, has captured every Monmouth
County (27 straight) and Shore Con-
ference (26 straight; this year’s meet
is Feb. 4) championship since its pro-
gram started in 1991.

THIS AND THAT
The wrestling team finished third at

the Union County Tournament last
Saturday. But its three individual
champions – Luke Hoerle (106), Jack
Miller (195) and Phil Ricca (220) –
were the most since 1996, when Onur
Tezucar, Cory Posey and Mike Baly
were crowned. And C.J. Composto
and Isaiah Reese each finished third
and Zach Rabinowitz fourth.

The boys hockey team had a busy
week, beating archrival Scotch Plains
4-1, then going into a scoring slump
and dropping back-to-back 2-0 deci-
sions to strong Livingston and
Bridgewater-Raritan squads. B-R’s
second goal was scored by junior Brett
Locker, the son of former WHS soccer
and lacrosse star Steve Locker (’87).

WHOOPS
In last week’s list of WHS’s Union

County wrestling champions, we over-
looked Jarek Gozdieski, who won the
160-pound title in 2016 to become
the 52nd Blue Devil county champ.
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FIVE STAR HONORS 28 WESTFIELD
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE AGENTS

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-5555

Twenty eight sales associates from the Westfield East Office of Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage have been honored by New Jersey Monthly Magazine for their exceptional service
as Five Star Real Estate Agents for 2016. Each of the following sales associates received this
award based on surveys of real estate customers. Fewer than 2 percent of the state’s 85,600
agents have been recognized.

1st Row: Ellen Murphy, Eileen Passananti, Betty Lynch, Irene Katz, Jill Horowitz Rome, Elizabeth Bataille, Debbie LaBrutto 
2nd Row: Elias Christodoulakis, Tamatha Costello, Faith Maricic, Elizabeth Kroncke, Kathryn Shea, Maryalice Ryan, Gina Suriano Barber, Javier Matallana
3rd Row: Mary McEnerney, Barbara “Bobbee” Mulve, Lisa Stafford, Naasa Sherbeini, Frank D. Isoldi
4th Row: *John Bradley, Broker/Manager, **Kristen Lichtenthal, Kimberley Haley, Michael Buban
Not Pictured: Barbara Devlin, Barbara Zeckman, Donna Perch, Jodi Luminiello, John Wiley, Susan Checchio *Office Manager **Rising Star Award Recipient

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

John Papa
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $2,899,000
Distinctive 1927 English Manor Tudor, 1 of 3 orig
'Gardens' homes. Quality renovations inside & out.
Outstanding property! MLS 3333023

WESTFIELD $1,095,000
Charm & elegance abound in this turn of the cen-
tury grand Col w/banquet sized DR w/beam ceil,
Kit, FR, Solarium, Library. MLS 3353198

WESTFIELD $999,000
Gorgeous new construction by Topilow Develop-
ment! Top quality, open flr pln, coffered ceilings,
crown moulding & so much more. MLS 3355629

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $950,000
Spectacular 5BR CHC at the end of a cul-de-
sac! Gourmet kit w/granite/center island, FR w/gas
frpl, MBR ste w/extra lrg WICR MLS 3322236

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $879,900
Gorgeous cust 4BR home w/grand 2-story foyer,
Stunning kit w/center islnd/granite counter, MBR
w/tray ceil, sitting rm, WIC. MLS 3339966

WESTFIELD $725,000
Spacious 4BR Col in the Gardens offers LR w/
frplc, FDR, updtd EIK, FR extension w/office, HWF,
MBR w/WIC, lrg level property. MLS 3352875

WESTFIELD $825,000
Enchanting 4BR Wychwood home w/versatile floor
plan-filled w/charm & personality.  Wonderful lower
level Rec Room w/frplc. MLS 3334502

SCOTCH PLAINS                                 $719,000
Spacious yet cozy 4BR home set on more than 1.8
acres, new gourmet EIK, 3 frplcs, FDR, LR & FR,
beautiful property w/3 patios. MLS 3355480

WESTFIELD $699.000
Turn of the century Victorian on lovely quarter-acre
property w/5BR, 2.5BA, updted kit, high ceils, mold-
ings & HWF thru-out. MLS 3338373

WESTFIELD $619,000
Spacious 4BR home offers sunny LR open to FDR, EIK
w/nwr applncs, great FR, lovely MBR suite & lrg, serene
yard w/patio. MLS 3355772

SCOTCH PLAINS $599,900
Lovely southside home w/large FR addition,
Spacious, private fenced-in yard, LR w/frplc, DR, EIK,
CAC, finished basement MLS 3355981

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield East Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience, 
Trust, Reliability & Service

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

SCOTCH PLAINS $529,900
Beautifully maintained 4BR home w/refinished
HWF, interior trim, large kitchen, 3 full bths, new
carpeting & many updates. MLS 3351093

JUDGE, FRAZIER 1-2 FLY; R MAIZES, DUNCHUS 1-2 BREAST

Raider Girls Lose Nail Biter
To Top-Ranked IHA, 89-81

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top ranked Immaculate Heart
Academy (IHA) needed every single
point to claim an 89-81 victory over
the previously unbeaten Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
swim team in a highly anticipated
dual meet held on January 10 at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” pool.
Kate Sheridan and Catherine Fazio
were dual winners for IHA. In a nip-
and-tuck affair, each team headed into
the final race of the day with a chance
to claim the overall victory. The visit-
ing Blue Eagles came up big captur-
ing first and third place in the 400
Freestyle Relay, earning 10 points
and securing the win.

“We needed to go first and third in
that final race in order to pull out the

win,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Head Coach Jess Hulnik. “What can
you say? I thought everyone swam
great for us. IHA is the best team in
the state for a reason.”

The meet was very much up for
grabs heading into the 400 Freestyle
Relay, with IHA clinging to a 79-77
lead. The foursome of Amanda Lauer,
Catherine Fazio, Isabelle Arevalo and
Kate Sheridan prevailed in a time of
3:31.87 edging out the Raiders’ sec-
ond place team of Rachel DiFabrizio,
Olivia Barcia, Hannah Davis and
Sydney Van Oehsen (3:36.15).

Scotch Plains-Fanwood began the
meet with a win in the 200 Medley
Relay. Erika Frazier, Rachel Maizes
Stephanie Judge and Megan Small
won in a time of 1:48.12.

Dee Dee Maizes won in the 200

Freestyle (1:55.00) for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood helping the Raiders to a 19-
11 lead in points after two races.

IHA came back with a victory in the
200 Individual Medley where
Catherine Fazio (2:08.25) finished
ahead of Raider swimmer Rachel
Maizes (2:11.49). IHA followed that
with Kate Sheridan’s victory in the 50
Freestyle. Sheridan’s time of 24.72
was good enough to place her ahead
of IHA teammate Sarah Horne (25.01)
and Raider Erika Frazier (25.32).
IHA’s 1-2 finish helped them take the
lead in team points 33-29 after four
events.

The lead would be short lived
though as Raider Stephanie Judge
came back to claim the 100 Butterfly
(57.37) with teammate Erika Frazier

Soccer Skills and Drills
Plans Info. Sessions

SCOTCH PLAINS — So you want
to improve the way you play soccer?
Then it is a great time to express an
interest in “Soccer Skills and Drills,
Inc.”

We are a year-round soccer tutor-
ing school, located in Scotch Plains,
now in our 27th year. Most of our
students are in high school, but we
have pupils as young as first grade.

Parents (and children) interested in
learning more are invited to attend a
45-minute information session on
Saturday, January 21, at either 2 p.m.
or 4 p.m. These will take place at our
training facility: 2540 Plainfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. Kindly call our
office at (908) 789-5655 to reserve a
spot.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT HER ALL...Raider Stephanie Judge gives it her all in the butterfly leg of the 200-medley relay against IHA on
January 10. The Raider foursome of Erika Fraiser, Rachel Maizes, Judge and Megan Small won the event in 1:48.12.
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LITTLE SILVER, NEW JERSEY
Timeless style throughout this richly detailed
waterfront home. Breathtaking Tudor with grand
views of the Shrewsbury River and fabulous
new updates offers 3 floors with 8 bedrooms,
10 full/2 half baths, 11 fireplaces. $3,400,000

Sarah Pomphrey, Sales Associates
732-842-3200

HARDING TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY
Combine elegance with function in this 
luxurious 5 bedroom, 6+ bath residence.
Exceptional home that is rich yet restrained. 
Real roominess. 6 fireplaces. Opulent home 
with magnificent design. $4,500,000

Debra Woerner, Sales Associate
973-635-8200

SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY
Capture true bliss in this truly tempting 6
bedroom, 6+ bath Vintage-style. Distinctive
home providing a graceful elegance. Lots of
space. 6 fireplaces. Entrancing home with
exceptional design. $4,975,000

Erika Sirabian, Sales Associate
908-522-1800

COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY
For handsome styling, see this beautiful 5
bedroom, 6 bath residence. Admirable home
with grand yet gracious design. Space galore. 
4 fireplaces. Specializes in elegance! 
$3,100,000

John Romano Sales Associate
732-946-9600

MARLBORO, NEW JERSEY
Reward yourself with the genteel elegance of this
very gracious 6BR/7BA home. Excellent residence
that is rich yet restrained. Lovably large. 3
fireplaces. Provides luxurious living! 
$2,649,000

Sangita Sancheti, Sales Associate 
732-462-4242

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
Distinctive 1927,  12 rm English Manor Tudor, 1 of
3 original 'Gardens' homes. Quality renovations
inside & out. Impressive kitchen/family area &
breakfast room by Herbert Designs of NYC.
Outstanding property . $2,899,000

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate 
908-233-5555

LITTLE SILVER, NEW JERSEY
1.4 waterfront acres! Stunning home on the
Shrewsbury River with 7600+ SF living space
and well-appointed floor plan. With 6 bedrooms,
6.5 baths, 4 fireplaces, stone terrace, dock plus
many gorgeous details throughout. $2,595,000

Sarah Pomphrey, Sales Associate
732-842-3200

COLTS NECK, NEW JERSEY
Reward yourself with rich styling in this
exhilarating 5 bedroom, 4+ bath home. 
Excellent residence that is a marvel of deft
design. A bright roomy home providing space
for all. 2 fireplaces. $1,374,000

Pamela Molloy, Sales Associate 
732-946-9600

SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
Custom built 6 bedroom Colonial offering
stunning details! Open floor plan includes formal
banquet-sized dining room, living room wth full
wall of built-ins, gorgeous gourmet kitchen with
beautiful wood topped center island. $1,699,000

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate 
908-233-5555

© 2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated
by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker Logo, Coldwell Banker International Previews, the Previews International logo and “Dedicated to Luxury Real Estate” are registered and
unregistered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Africa   North America   Central America   South America   Asia   Australia   Caribbean   Europe   Middle East   South Pacific

COLDWELL BANKER PREVIEWS INTERNATIONAL

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

Injury Plagued Raiders Lose
To Pope John in Hoops, 64-29

CRUSE 12 PTs, BRADY 10 PTs; BAKIE 12 PTs, LIBRERA 11

Raider Boys Stay Unbeaten;
Defeat Cougar Cagers, 48-33

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Control of the boards plus the
Cranford Cougars’ inability to find
the mark from the outside allowed the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team to maintain its
unbeaten record with a 48-33 victory
in Cranford on January 12. The 9-0
Raiders were able to keep possession
of the ball the majority of the game by
amassing 41 rebounds, while the Cou-
gars, usually a good outside shooting
team, managed to nail only two 3-
pointers from downtown.

The leading Raider rebounders

were Dwight Laylor and Tom Drubulis
with eight apiece but five additional
teammates were able to contribute
two or more rebounds, as well as
creating multiple steals. Jack Brady,
who finished with 10 points and three
assists, and Cooper Heisey, who had
a 3-pointer and a pair of steals, each
pulled six rebounds and Nigel Nelson
(4 points, 3 assists) grabbed five re-
bounds. Ted Willmott (8 points, 3
assists), Lamont Cruse (12 points, 3
steals) and Peter Warren each had two
rebounds.

“We just try to play team basketball
both offensively and defensively. I

think our kids are buying into that
‘team first’ mentality. They don’t care
who gets the credit. They just want to
come out with the win each night and
they will do whatever it takes to get
that,” Raider Head Coach Steve
Siracusa said. “So far it’s gone well
for us. Rebounding, we got some ath-
letes and we got some guys, who just
bring a lot of effort and energy each
time they are on the court. We get
after every rebound and that’s their
main focus. It shows. Hopefully it
continues.”

“Our depth is great. Better than

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball game saw its
modest two-game winning streak
come to a screeching halt in a 64-29
blowout loss to Pope John in a game
played on January 14, in Scotch Plains.
Fresh off back-to-back wins over
Plainfield and AL Johnson, the Raid-
ers were no match for the visitors
from Sparta. Pope John used a 16-2
run at the start of the second quarter to
put distance between themselves and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on their way
to building a 27-11 lead. The Raiders
would never get back into the game
again.

“I think it is fair to say that Pope
John was a better team than us today,”
said Scotch Plains-Fanwood second
year Head Coach Ryan McKenna.
“We are a young team and they are a
senior heavy team. You add to that the
fact that we were coming off of a very
tough game against Johnson that we
won and I think you could see this
coming a little bit.”

The Lady Raiders faced a daunting
challenge against Pope John (7-4).
The visitors from North Jersey are a
talented team with experience, size,

speed and shooting that only just now
seems to be coming together. The
Raiders entered the game already
down one key player in Nya Down-
ing, who was lost indefinitely with a
knee injury. Without Downing’s physi-
cal presence in the paint Scotch Plains-
Fanwood figured to be at a real disad-
vantage on the backboards against
Pope John’s 6’ 2” senior Fatou Ndao.

The nightmare scenario played it-
self out for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
as Ndao exploited the smaller Raider
front line for 10 points and recorded
seven rebounds. Teammate Alyssa
Aragona was also a force in the game
with 11 points and 10 rebounds. Pope
John roared to a 31-12 lead by the
half.

“Our transition offense was work-
ing well today, said Pope John’s fourth
year Head Coach John Slackman. “We
were making the extra pass through-
out the game and we controlled the
backboards against them. We know
they were down some players and we
took advantage of that. We’re almost
there as to our own development this
season. We started slowly and we’ve
had some hiccups but I felt like we
played a complete game today and
I’m pleased with the direction we are

heading.”
Things got even worse for the home

team in the second half. Never able to
make a dent in the Lions’ double digit
advantage, the Raiders saw another
key player go down to injury early in
the fourth quarter when Isabella
Corsaro fell to the floor in a heap
clutching her right ankle. Corsaro was
helped from the court and would not
return. Needless to say, with injuries
to Downing and now Corsaro, Coach
McKenna is going to have to shuffle
his lineup the rest of the way.

“We are going to have to go deep
into our bench now,” said McKenna.
“We already called up Maggie Leahy
from the JV and she saw some action
today. It is tough to see players get
hurt but it also gives other players the
chance to get experience and show
what they can do.”

Against Pope John, there was ample
opportunity for that as both teams
played the fourth quarter with their
second units on the floor. The loss
dropped Scotch Plains-Fanwood to
3-7 overall but oddly enough; they
remain in the thick of the UCC Moun-
tain Division race with a 3-3 confer-
ence record. Rahway leads with a 5-1
conference mark followed by AL
Johnson, which the Raiders defeated,
at 3-1. Moving forward, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood players have not given up
on the season.

“Even though we’ve lost some key
players, they are there on the bench
encouraging us,” said Raider sopho-
more Stefanie DeVizio. “We have
other girls who are younger and are
looking for the chance to step up and
play. We practice with the JV all the
time so they are familiar with what we
do and we know what they can do.
The coaches always preach to us that
we need to take advantage of oppor-
tunities and work to get better and that
is what we are going to do.”

Summer Shepard led the Lady Raid-
ers with eight points for the game.
Pope John 11 20 21 12 64
Sc Pl-Fanwood   7   5 13   4 29

TRINITY HALL TOPS LADY BLUE DEVILS

No. 1 Blue Devil Boys Sink
No. 2 CBA Swim Team

Team depth was not that much of an
issue as in past years for the No. 1
Westfield High School boys swim
team that captured first place in nine
of the 11 events, including all three
relays, en route to a 98-72 sinking of
No. 2 Christian Brothers Academy
(CBA) in Neptune on January 11. The
No. 12 Lady Blue Devils were on the
short end of a 92-78 score against No.
17 Trinity Hall.

The 8-0 Blue Devil boys literally
had very little competition in their
previous seven meets, which included
a 102-68 victory over the No. 8
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders, who
recently topped No. 14 Bergen
Catholic, 101-69, and a 97-73 tri-
umph over the No. 4 Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers, who recently
nicked top-10 ranked Pingry, 87-83.
The next challenge for the Blue Dev-
ils will be their defense of their Union
County Tournament title at 3:30 p.m.
this Sunday, January 22, at the Sonny
Werblin Recreation Center at Rutgers
University.

Dave Lindros, Steve Warren, Colin
Daniel and Jack Cifelli got the Blue
Devil boys started in the right direc-
tion by touching first in the 200-med-
ley relay with a time of 1:36.35. Griff
Morgan tapped the wall first in the
200-freestyle at 1:43.62 then Ryan
Bebel won the 200-individual med-
ley (IM) in 1:56.42. Aedan Collins
took first in the 50-free at 21.73,
Colin Daniel placed first in the 100-

butterfly in 53.02 and Eric Bebel won
the 100-free in 47.77. Warren won the
100-breaststroke with a time of 58.02.
His best time in the event last year was
58.71.

The Blue Devils took 1-2 in the
200-free relay with Eric and Ryan
Bebel, Matt Barmakian and Morgan
touching first in 1:28.94 and Collins,
Connor Heffernan, Daniel and Cifelli
taking second at 1:29.03. Morgan,
Eric and Ryan Bebel and Collins won
the 400-free relay in 3:14.33. CBA
did sweep the 500-free with Sam
Rennard taking first in 4:47.83. John
Shea won the 100-backstroke in 52.34.

The Trinity Hall girls won every
event except the 50-free that was won
by Blue Devil Keeley Thompson in
24.61. Thompson also finished sec-
ond in the 100-backstroke in 1:00.95
behind Trinity’s Caroline Gmelich at
57.43. Gmelich also won the 100-free
in 52.55 and was on the winning 200-
medley relay with Lauren Joyce, Melia
Wolf and Lily Scott that touched first
in 1:48.2 and the 400-free relay with
Wolf, Catherine Wright and Isabelle
Pabon that took first in 3:37.99.

Blue Devil Emma Conlon took sec-
ond in the 200-free at 1:58.94 behind
Trinity’s Wright at 1:57.61. Wright
also won the 500-free in 5:16.89. Wolf
won the 200IM at 2:09.31 and the
100-fly in 57.67. Joyce won the 100-
breast in 1:09.76. Scott, Joyce, Pabon
and Wright won the 200-free relay in
1:43.28.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP FOR A LAY-UP...Raider Lamont Cruse, No. 2, squeezes between a pair of Cougars in an attempt to make a lay-
up in Cranford on January 12. Cruse scored 12 points and the Raiders remained unbeaten with a 48-33 victory.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING AT THE LINE...Raider Stefanie DiVizio concentrates on
making her free throw in the game against Pope John on January 11.
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Raider Swimmers Glide Past
Bergen Catholic Boys, 101-69

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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1:38.09 ahead of BC’s second place
finishers Tom Scrivanich, Ian Liu,
Joe Om and Kevin Cartwright
(1:40.56).

Josh Cohen then followed with the
first of his two wins on the day by
taking the 200 Freestyle in 1:41.98
well ahead of BC’s Austin Lee
(1:47.64). Raider Brian Kenny was
third (1:48.51).

Chris Bondarowicz took the 200
IM for the Raiders in 1:55.67 with
teammate Alan Shao taking second
(1:58.65).

Nick Heath followed with a vic-
tory in the 50 Free (22.42) touching
just ahead of teammate Michael Rash
(22.58) in a 1-2 finish for Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. Alan Shao won the
100 Butterfly (52.74) beating out
teammate Eric Chang (53.88) in the
third straight 1-2 finish for the Raid-
ers. After five events Scotch Plains-
Fanwood held a commanding, 51-
27 lead in team points against Bergen
Catholic.

Kevin Cortwright finally broke up
the Raider winning streak by placing
first in the 100 Freestyle (49.76) just
ahead of Raider Nick Heath (49.93).
Brian Kenny (50.12) was third for
the Raiders.

Josh Cohen notched his second
individual win of the meet in the 500
Freestyle (4:39.08) ahead of BC’s
Austin Lee (4:48.87).

Michael Rash, Nick Heath, Brian
Kenny and Josh Cohen combined to
capture first place for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in the 200 Freestyle Relay
(1:31.75) ahead of BC’s Joe Om,

Dan Stewart, Sean Griffenkranz and
Chris La Bianco (1:32.70).

Tom Scrivanich collected his sec-
ond individual victory for BC with a
first place finish in the 100 Back-
stroke (53.77). Eric Chang finished
second for the Raiders (54.08).

Chris Bondarowicz claimed his
second individual victory of the day
with a win in the 100 Breast (59.22).

The Raider team closed out its
dominant performance with a vic-
tory in the 400 Freestyle Relay where
the quartet of Alan Shao, Brian
Kenny, Chris Bondarowicz and Josh
Cohen posted a winning time of
3:18.91.

“This has been a busy stretch of
meets for us,” said Coach Hulnik.
“We have come out of it well. We
had some kids out of the meet against
Westfield but we are back now. I
knew we would swim well today.
We’ve got some big meets coming
up so we are moving in the right
direction.”

WF Blue Devil Icemen Ice
SPF Raider Icemen, 4-1

Photo Courtesy of James Finver

LEADING WITH TWO GOALS...Junior Andrew Millstein led the Blue Devils with two goals in their win against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on January 10.

The 7-4-4 Westfield High School
boys varsity ice hockey team, led by
senior captains Brendan Glenn and
Ethan Finver, met the Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Raiders in an away game at
Warinanco Rink on January 10. This
intense rivalry was played before a
large crowd of fans buoyed by the
Raiders’ Senior Night, honoring the
families of graduating players.

This hard-hitting scoreless match
was broken, halfway through the first
period, on a wicked slap shot from the
point by junior Nick Route, on assists
from Raider standouts Jared Figueroa
and Will White. The first period ended
with the Raiders leading 1-0.

The rest of the night would be
reserved for a Westfield celebration
as the surging Blue Devils exploded
for two goals in the second and two

goals in the third. Early in the second
period, junior forward Andrew
Millstein got the night started for the
Blue Devils by ripping a wrist shot
past Raider goalie Ryan Lamberta to
knot the game up at 1-1. A few min-
utes later, Millstein struck again, on
an assist from freshman forward Ben
Conrod.

In the third period, it was all
Westfield again on two goals from
team leading scorer Matt Rittendale
on assists from Brendan Glenn and
Kenny Meyer to close the game out at
4-1. Senior goalie Ethan Finver
stopped 22 out of 23 shots for the win,
while Raider goalie Ryan Lamberta
stopped 31 out of 35 shots in the loss.

The WHS Blue Devils will take on
the Summit Hilltoppers at Warinanco
Rink on Tuesday, January 24, at 6:45.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) has listed the fol-
lowing students as committed colle-
giate athletes for the 2017-2018 school
year (As of January 12):

Sean Murray – Soccer –
Monmouth – Division I

Peter Yarem – Baseball –
Susquehanna – Division III

Tim Geissel – Baseball – St. John
Fisher – Division III

Sophie Brause – Soccer – JMU –
Division I

Alyssa DiFrancesco – Soccer –
Widener – Division I

Andrea Leitner – Soccer – Albany
– Division I

Christina Rodgers – Soccer –
Providence – Division I

David Walker – Lacrosse – Rutgers

– Division I
Riley Guma – Lacrosse – NJIT –

Division I
Anthony Magnotta – Lacrosse –

Marist – Division I
Jake Kleopfer – Lacrosse –

Frostburg State – Division III
Stephanie Judge – Swimming –

UMASS – Division I
Christopher Bondarowicz –

Swimming – US Naval Academy –
Division I

Maxine Maxwell – Rowing –
Lehigh – Division I

SPFHS is hoping for a few more
responses soon.

On Wednesday, February 1, SPFHS
will honor these athletes with a brief
signing ceremony at 10 a.m. in the
New Gym.

SPF Lists Committed Collegiate Athletes

David B. Corbin (November 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING TO DIVISION 1...Raider senior co-captain Christina Rodgers, No. 22, will play Division 1 soccer for Providence
College in Providence R.I. next fall.

Lady Raiders Lose Nail Biter
To Top-Ranked IHA, 89-81

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

grabbing second place (58.12). IHA’s
Kate Sheridan got her second of her
two first place finishes next in the 100
Freestyle (52.10). Sheridan touched
just ahead of Raider Dee Dee Maizes
(52.79) and provided a crucial swing
of points in the Blue Eagles’ favor
that helped them reclaim the team
points lead at 48-46

Next, Amanda Lauer captured the
500 Freestyle (5:09.52) for IHA fin-

ishing ahead of Raider Caroline War-
ren (5:18:59).

In the 200 Freestyle Relay it was
the IHA team of Isabelle Arevalo,
Haley Dowd, Sarah Horne and Kate
Sheridan (1:38.53) prevailing over
Raider second place finishers Rachel
Maizes, Maya Dunchus, Megan Small
and Dee Dee Maizes (1:40.77).

Staked to a 64-60 lead, IHA got a
big win from Catherine Fazio in the
100 Backstroke. Fazio’s time of
(58.18) was good enough to outdis-
tance Raider Stephanie Judge (59.99)
and gave the Blue Eagles a 74-66 lead
with two events remaining.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood roared
back in the 100 Breast. Rachel Maizes
(1:08.68) and Anna Dunchus
(1:09.80) went 1-2 in the event help-
ing the Raiders collect 11 points and
pulling them to within two points at
79-77 heading into the last race of the
afternoon.

“In a close meet like this one, you
could try and pick apart the times for
every single race but I prefer to say
that IHA simply swam a little faster
today,” said Hulnik. “When we did a
pre-swim calculation of the results
we came up with a 95-75 result in
their favor so I’d say we outperformed
our expectations by a little bit.”

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Fall
To Pioneers, Patrick School
After beginning the season with a

6-0 record, the Westfield High School
girls basketball team got into the thick
of competition with showdown games
against the toughest of its Union
County rivals and came up short in
both. First, the Lady Blue Devils fell
to the New Providence Pioneers, 45-
32, in New Providence on January 10
and second, they were defeated, 59-
41, by the No. 8-ranked, 10-0 Patrick
School in Westfield on January 12.

Against the 8-2 Pioneers whose
losses were to the Patrick School and
Saddle River Day, Blue Devil Danielle
Rinaldi scored 12 points, including
trip 3-pointers, and added two assists
and a pair of steals. Molly Ryan scored
10 points and added four assists and
four steals. Shannon Devitt pulled six
rebounds, scored two points and
blocked three shots. Lauren Sgro had
five rebounds and three points. Jenna
Iorio and Lily Maz scored two points
each.

For the Lady Pioneers, who went
on to edge Roselle Catholic a few
days later, Sarah Zeto scored 15
points, including two 3-pointers, and
added 13 rebounds, four assists and

three steals. Katie Kinum bucketed
14 points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, and had 12 rebounds and five
assists. Hannah Caminiti netted nine
points with a 3-pointer and had two
assists and two steals.

Against the Patrick School, Devitt
scored six points and had 12 rebounds
and five blocked shots. Grace Elliott
sank seven points and had seven re-
bounds and three assists. Ryan put in
16 points, including four 3-pointers,
and added three rebounds and an as-
sist. Rinaldi had 10 points, including
two 3-pointers, and added two assists
and two rebounds. Iorio had two points
and four assists.

Zaria Dorsay led the Patrick School
with 20 points, 15 rebounds and three
blocks. Millicia Reid had 13 points,
five steals and five rebounds. Ali-yah
Powell sank 11 points with three 3-
pointers, and added five steals and
three assists. Qadashah Hoppie had
10 points, five assists, five rebounds
and five steals.
Westfield 10   2   6 14 32
New Providence 15   6 11 13 45

Patrick School   9 10   5 17 41
Westfield 14 13 16 16 59

Raider Cagers Reject
Lady Crusaders, 44-36

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team got on
the winning side of a 44-36 score
against the AL Johnson Crusaders in
Scotch Plains on January 12. Abbe-
Gayle Burton scored 11 points and
had six steals for the Raiders. Stefanie
DeVizio netted eight points and had
seven steals, while Brianna O’Brien
had nine points, eight steals and five
rebounds. Kaysia Minor (2 steals)
and Summer Sheppard (8 steals) each
sank seven points.

Sabrina Pann led the Crusaders with
10 points and Danni Hartzler scored
five points.
AL Johnson 10   5   9 12 36
Sc Pl-Fanwood 12   8 11 13 44

Blue Devil Boys Edge
Union Cagers, 60-56
Trailing by four points at halftime

and by six at the end of three quarters,
the Westfield High School boys bas-
ketball team outscored the Union
Farmers, 20-10, in the fourth to pull
off a 60-56 comeback win in Westfield
on January 12. Jeff Gagum and Matt
LaCorte (two 3-pointers) each scored
18 points for the 5-5 Blue Devils,
while Adam McDaniel sank 10 points,
including a 3-pointer, and Phil Mar-
tini sank nine points, including two 3-
pointers. Tristan Quallis had four
points and Dylan Jackson added one
point.

Justin Beckett hit four 3-pointers
for 12 points and Corey Thelisme
scored 11 points for the Farmers. Ryan
Dolce scored 10 points and Hansley
Cenescar scored eight points.
Union 14 16 16 10 56
Westfield 20   6 14 20 60
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Probitas Verus Honos

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 22nd • 1-4 PM
641 Clark Street

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield.  Charm of the past with best of the new! Century old Victorian gut-
renovated in 2008 with modern layout and amenities. State of the art kitchen
has a copper farmhouse sink, large island with 2nd sink, walk-in pantry and
opens into a spacious family room with wood-burning fireplace. Luxurious
master suite with a gorgeous walk-in closet. Additional recent improvements
include an updated master bath, outdoor fireplace/patio, wood paneled office/
den with dry bar and a whole house generator. Large bedrooms include custom
closets. Huge, private, beautifully landscaped backyard. Classic, large front
porch. Blocks from downtown, train and schools. Offered at $1,525,000.

Kristen Lichtenthal

Cell: 908-956-5239
kristen.lichtenthal@cbmoves.com

www.kristenlichtenthal.com

Realtor Associate
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Unbeaten Raiders Beat Cougar Cagers, 48-43
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2015
Direct: (908) 301-2006  Cell: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

48 Barchester Way, Westfield $1,579,000
Completely rebuilt, this sprawling Indian Forest Colonial is nestled on a magnificently landscaped knoll. Inside you will
find quality amenities throughout, including beautiful millwork, a custom curved staircase banister, and gleaming
hardwood floors. The open and spacious floor plan offers wonderful space for entertaining with the gourmet center
island kitchen, as well as, the convenience of a private first floor master bedroom suite option or guest bedroom with
walk-in closet and sumptuous bath with shower. Upstairs is home to the impressive master bedroom suite with its
private bath, and three additional beautiful bedrooms each with access to its own bathroom. A mud room, storage/
utility room, and access to the two car garage are found on the lower level. Located just minutes to award winning
downtown Westfield for shopping, dining, and NYC transportation, this outstanding residence is sure to impress!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday,  January 22nd • 1-4PM

most teams I’d say. People are com-
ing off the bench scoring points, get-
ting rebounds. Definitely helps a lot,”
Brady said.

The Cougars managed only two 3-
pointers and senior Ryan Bakie, who
led the team with 12 points, hit both of
them. Bakie also pulled seven re-
bounds and added a pair of thefts.
Chris Librera put in 11 points, and
added four rebounds, two blocks and
two steals. Alex Gall had six rebounds.
Kyle Ledford (4 rebounds) and Colin
Budries (demonstrative blocked shot)
each sank four points and Matt
Fonseca scored two points.

Brady’s transition from soccer,
where use of hands is rarely required,
to basketball, where manual dexterity
is necessary, proved to be invaluable
for the Raiders.

“He’s a real tough player. He’s pretty
athletic and he’s a smart player. He
doesn’t try to do too much, which I
really like and we appreciate as a
team, Coach Siracusa said of Brady.

Cruse hit eight of his points from
the free throw line, finishing 8-for-11
for 73 percent.

“He actually struggled the other
night against GL [Governor
Livingston] with those free throws
but yesterday in practice, we shot a lot
of free throws. He actually hit 32 in a
row. It showed tonight a little bit but

we are still just trying to get better and
have confidence on that line each
night,” Coach Siracusa said.

“Lamont is a good athletic guard.
He likes to get to the rim and he gets
to go to the line a lot. Good thing he’s
a good shot. He makes the points
from the line. As a team for free
throws, we are definitely pretty good.
We got a lot of points from there
because we have a lot of athletic play-
ers getting to the line on a lot of
fouls,” Brady said.

The Cougars shot to a 7-2 lead
midway through the first quarter after
Bakie banged his first 3-pointer. But
Drubulis answered with a 3-pointer to
ignite a 9-0 run to give the Raiders an
11-7 lead entering the second quarter,
which ended up being a very defen-
sive chess game won by the Cougars,
6-4, to cut the lead to 15-13 at the half.

The contest remained tight for the
first five minutes of the third quarter
as the Raiders clung to a 21-18 lead
until Heisey sank a 3-pointer and
Willmott quickly followed with one
of his own stretching the lead to 27-18
and prompting a timeout call from
Cougar Head Coach Ryan Huber with
2:35 on the clock. The Raiders won
the quarter, 17-7, and carried a 32-20
lead into the final quarter.

Both offenses stepped up in the
fourth quarter but the Raiders out-

paced the Cougars 16-13.
“Our team is coming together really

nice. We have a great chemistry and
like each other. We push each other
every day. We make each other better
and that’s helping us win,” Brady said.

Having reached nine wins near the
midway point of the season, the Raid-
ers have already tripped their win
total from last year.

“It’s a great feeling coming from
last season not having that many wins.
Even though we dropped a division
every team wants to beat us now be-
cause we are undefeated,” Brady said.

“I think the only people who be-
lieved in us was our team within the
last two years and we put a lot of effort
and work over the off-season. It’s start-
ing to really show. The kids are buying
in but it’s still one game at a time. We
have a lot more we have to accomplish
this year,” Coach Siracusa said.

Now with a 9-0 record, the tables
have turned and many teams will be
gunning for them for a chance to jar
them from the ranks of the undefeated.

“Now we are the ones being hunted.
We got to learn how to play like that
and be ready for everyone each night.
It’s a good problem to have but we
just got to keep learning and get better
each day,” Coach Siracusa said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 11   4 17 16 48
Cranford   7   6   7 14 34

Johnson (ALJ) at 56, Elizabeth (E) at
51, Brearley (B) at 43 and Plainfield
at 4.

Seeded first at 138-lbs, DiGiovanni
received a bye, added a 9-1 major
decision then defeated Raider Jack
Cannon, 5-0, in the semifinals to face
Summit’s Phil Angelo. After two
scoreless periods, DiGiovnni man-
aged to hook his leg securely enough
to slip around Angelo for a reversal
and eke out a 2-1 decision for the title.
For his efforts, DiGiovanni received
the Outstanding Wrestler Award for
the lower weights. Cannon went on to
finish fourth.

The pressure was definitely on since
DiGiovanni’s first UCT title was also
a 2-1 decision over Angelo at 113-lbs.
His next title came at 120-lbs with a 5-
0 decision over Carmine Boccellari
(NP) and last year he pulled out a 4-3
tiebreaker over Nic Mele (GL) at
120-lbs.

“It’s all mindset. I have to picture
every match like it’s any other match.
It’s all focus,” DiGiovanni explained.
“It feels great!”

The finals began at the 160-lb class
and Cougar Brian McGovern claimed
his second UCT title when he whipped
ALJ’s Sebastian Iakouchevitch to his
back in 2:54 with a half nelson.

“I knew I had to be fast, move my
feet a lot. Coach [Justin] Bonitatis has
been helping me with my movement
all year long. He told me you got to
feel the move. I saw it was there,”
McGovern explained.

Previously, McGovern had pinned
Brian Diaz (R) in 50 seconds and
topped Chris Reynolds (NP), 6-2.
Raider Alex Oslislo took fifth with a
3:43 pin of Malachi Dye (E).

Cougar senior Vince Concina con-
vincingly won his first UCT title and
the OW Award (upper weights) with a
pair of pins before recording three
takedowns, a reversal and a 3-point
Turk nearfall to defeat Quinn Haddad
(GL), 11-4, for the 170-lb crown.
Blue Devil Isaiah Reese defeated
Raider Zach Fleischman, 6-2, in the
170-lb quarterfinals then after losing
to Concina, he went on to edge Pan-
ther Abel Crespo, 4-3, then pinned
Mike Afolabi (L) in 4:56 to take third.

Seeded first at 182-lbs, Raider Sam
Wustefeld pinned his way to the cham-
pionship and he finished his run when
he stopped Panther Devin Hillburn in
3:04 with a corkscrew/Jimmy John.

“We call it a Jimmy John. He rolled
to his back and I just tightened it as
best as I could,” Wustefeld described.
“It’s awesome. I am so excited.”

Wustefeld began his bout with a
chest shoving/leg pick takedown and
a tight two-point tilt.

“It was more of a pick, go for his
ankle. I tried to get his arm as hard as
I can around his waist and elevate his
body as best as I can,” he added.

Blue Devil senior Jack Miller,
seeded first at 195-lbs, after pinning
Sebastian Morales (L) in 2:17, re-
corded a couple of side single-leg
takedowns, a reversal and a figure 4/
power half tilt to emerge with a 12-3
major decision over Andrew Joachin
(NP) to advance to the finals. Facing
Turner Haddad (GL), Miller escaped
in the second period and added a low
single takedown in the third to earn a
3-2 decision and the crown.

“I was looking for it. I saw it in the
third period. I knew all the work we
do during the season, all the hard
work in practice paid off,” Miller
explained.

For Miller, there are more goals to
attain.

“I want to be a district champ, a
region champ and end my season on
the podium at Atlantic City,” he said.

Cougar Dylan Budnik placed third
at 195-lbs with an 11-3 win over
Joachin and Raider Ed Smith took

Cougars Retain UCT Crown, Blue Devils 3rd
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO A LOOSE BALL...Cougars Kyle Ledford, right, and Ryan Bakie, No. 4, and Raider
John Petris, center, pay close attention to a loose ball in the game held in Cranford on January 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO BREAK DOWN HIS OPPONENT...Blue Devil Jack Miller, top, looks to drive GL Highlander Turner
Haddad to the mat in his 195-lb title bout. Miller defeated Haddad, 3-2, for the crown at the Union County Tournament.
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FSPY Swim Team Impressive
At Winter Splsh Invitational
The Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y”

swim team racked up a host of im-
pressive races and times at the Winter
Splash Invitational held at Raritan
Bay “Y” in Perth Amboy.

50-free: Owen Waibel (1st boys
10U). Darien Betances and Corey He
(1-2 boys 11U boys). Matthew Chen
(4th boys 13-14). Marlise Moesch
(1st girls 15-18). Julian Park (5th
boys 15-18).

100-free: Owen Waibel (3rd
boys10U). Abigail DiGiorgio, Nicole
Ben-David, Julia Bonhote, Lily
Hughes and Elle Priesing (1-2-3-4-5
sweep girls 11-12). Dylan Negron
(4th boys 11-12). Darlene Fung (2nd
girls 15-18). John Piccinic, Zachary
Kronheimer, Logan D’Amore and
Eric Chang (2-3-4-5 boys 15-18).

200-free: Ryan Jawor (1st boys
10U). Chloe Howell (2nd) and Abigail
DiGiorgio (5th) in girls 11-12. Corey
He (1st boys 11-12). Bree Dy (4th
girls 13-14). Darlene Fung (1st girls
15-18). Josh Cohen and Alan Shao
(1-2 boys 15-18).

50-breaststroke: 10U girls —
Paulina Nowak and Haley Oliver (1-
2, respectively). Owen Waibel and
Tyler McGeehan (1-2 boys 10U).
Abigail DoGiorgio and Katherine Li
(1-4 girls 11-12). Darien Betances
(1st boys 11-12).

100-breast: Owen Waibel and
Tyler McGeehan (2-4 boys 10U).
Abigail Digiorgio and Katherine Li
(1-3 girls 11-12)e. Corey He, Aidan
Trenery and Brandon Cortez (2-3-4
boys 11-12). William Yu (3rd boys
13-14). Darlene Fung (1st girls 15-
18).

200-breast: Victoria Gee (2nd girls
10U). Chloe Howell (3rd girls 11-
12). Darien Betances, Corey He and
Aidan Trenery (1-3-5 boys 11-12).
Darlene Fung (3rd girls 15-18).

50-backstroke: Haley Oliver and
Victoria Gee (2-5 girls 10U). Bran-
don Calderone (5th boys 10U). Elle
Priesing took fourth in the girls 11-12
50 backstroke, and Betances won the
boys 11-12 50 backstroke. In the 15-
18 girls

100 back: Darlene Fung, Marlise

Moesch and Erika Frazier (3-4-5).
Josh Cohen (2nd 15-18).

200 back: Lily Hughes (4th girls
11-12). Corey He and Aidan Trenery
(3-4 boys 11-12). Michelle Kong (5th
girls 13-14). Marlise Moesch (2nd
girls 15-18).

50 butterfly: Haley Oliver and
Owen Waibel (both 4th 10U). Abigail
DiGiorgio (5th 11-12). Betances and
Cameron Linenberg (1-4 11-12).

100 butterfly: Evan Weber (2nd
10U). Chloe Howell (5th 11-12).
Aidan Trenery (2nd 11-12 boys). Erika
Frazier (2nd girls 15-18). Josh Cohen
and Eric Chang (2-5 15-18).

200-fly: He and Trenery (1-2 boys
11-12). Darlene Fung (2nd 15-18)
and Cohen took fourth.

100IM: Jawor and Weber (3-4
10U). DiGiorgio (4th girls 11-12).
Richard Park (1st boys 11-12).

200IM: Lily Hughes (2nd 11-12).
Betances and Park (1-2 11-12 boys).
Matthew Chen (tied for 3rd 13-14
400IM event). Ellie Richard (3rd 15-
18 girls 400IM).

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 2, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Plainfield Gas Realty, LLC for 2246
North Avenue, Block 8201, Lot 1, located
in the R-3 Zone, who proposes a New Use
Variance and Revised Site Plan for the
aforementioned property.

The Applicant proposes to eliminate the
previously approved 7-Eleven retail store
area, and construct a 2,632 square foot,
22 seat restaurant building with a drive-
thru window on the nominally east side of
the building, to house a Dunkin Donuts.
The previously approved Shell Fuel Dis-
pensing operation is already under con-
struction as part of the previously approved
Use Variance. This revised proposal is
contrary to the following zoning ordinances:

Section 23-3.11, B-2 Business Zone:
a. Permitted Primary Uses
1. Retail business establishments lim-

ited to the following:
(u) Take-out food establishments are

permitted in the B-2 Business Zone.
Proposed: A newly constructed 2,632

square feet, 22 seat, Dunkin Donuts res-
taurant with a drive-thru window located in
the R-3 Single Family Dwellings Zone which
is not a permitted use, as indicated in
Section 23-3.7 of the Township’s Ordi-
nances.

Section 23-3.11, B-2 Business Zone:
d. Other Provisions and Requirements
3. Off-street parking space for the use of

customers and employees shall be pro-
vided as follows (this required parking may
be considered to be met by an adjoining
public parking facility subject to the deter-
mination by the approving authority that
there is sufficient available capacity.)

(d) Restaurants – one space for each
three seats plus one space for each two
employees is permitted in the B-2 Busi-
ness Zone.

Proposed: 7 parking spaces. The pro-
posed parking is not a permitted use in the
R-3 Single Family Dwellings Zone, as indi-
cated in Section 23-3.7 of the Township’s
Ordinances.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 1/19/17, The Times Fee: $59.67

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Mott McDonald; 11
Wood Avenue South, Iselin, New Jer-
sey 08830

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed Sewer Operator as re-
quired by NJSA 58:11-64 for public sewer
collection systems.

DURATION: January 10, 2017 through
December 31, 2017

AMOUNT: Amount of $10,860.00.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Ordinance 17-01-01 was introduced by
the Board of Health of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 5, 2017.

Copies of this ordinance can be ob-
tained without cost at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8AM and 4PM, Monday thru Friday and
Thursday Evening 5PM thru 8PM.

The purpose of this ordinance is “AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER
354, SANITARY REGULATIONS, AR-
TICLE V, FOOD AND DRINK, SECTION
354-13B, LICENSING; FEES” so as to
amend the fee schedule for licenses per-
taining to the sale of food and drink.

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on or before March 2,
2017, or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 1/19/17, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD WILL HOLD A SPECIAL
MEETING ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 26,
2017.  THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
IS TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS FOR THE
POSITION OF CHIEF OF POLICE. THE
INTERVIEWS WILL TAKE PLACE IN
CLOSED SESSION.

THE MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2017, AT 7:00
P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MUNICIPAL
BUILDING, 403 SOUTH AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY.

ACTION MAY BE TAKEN IN OPEN
SESSION.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

2017 MEETING DATES

TAKE NOTICE THAT the following
meeting dates have been established for
the Garwood Planning Board. Meetings
beginning at 7:30 p.m., workshop is at 7:15
p.m.  The meetings will be held at the
Municipal Building located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.

MEETING DATES
January 11, & 25

February 22
March  8, & 22

April 26
May 24
June 28
July 26

August 23
September 27

October 11, & 25
November 8

December  14- Thursday
And January 10, 2018

Adele Lewis, Board Secretary
1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 11th day of
January, 2017, the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

1. Rescheduled Wednesday, January
25, 2017 as the Board’s Reorganization
meeting.

Kathleen Murray
Board Secretary

1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $12.24

MUCH DESERVED AWARD...Zach Rabinowitz and Phil Ricca presented Connor
Lavelle with a WHS Varsity Wrestling jacket on behalf of the wrestling team at
the Westfield/Scotch Plains Pin Cancer wrestling match on December 23. Scotch
Plains and Westfield fans in the crowded bleachers stood and applauded Lavelle
during the presentation. “Connor is a sophomore and has been filming matches for
us since he was in 7th grade. He does a great job for us and he is an important part
of the team. I taught Connor when he was in the sixth grade and knew he has the
kind of attitude that would fit in perfectly with our team. The staff and wrestlers
appreciate the work he does for us and were thrilled to present him with his varsity
jacket,” explained Head Wrestling Coach Glen Kurz.

Lady Cougars Beat Mo. Hills,
Governor Liv., Fall to Union
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team squeaked past host
Morris Hills, 59-57, on January 7
then after losing to Roselle Catholic,
the Cougars were on the short side of
a 45-33 score against the Union Farm-
ers in Union on January 12. The Lady
Cougars, however, rebounded in a
big way to defeat the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 71-56, in
Cranford on January 14.

Caroline McCaffrey led the Cou-
gars against Morris Hills, sinking 19
points, including nine free throws,
while adding a pair of assists and a
pair of steals. Lauren Santarelli
pumped in 13 points, including trip 3-
pointers, and had five rebounds. Cam
Wichelns scored 11 points (3-pointer)
and added two assists and four re-
bounds. Caroline Kelly had nine
points, two assists and two steals.
Julia Catalano nailed five 3-pointers
and finished with 23 points and 13
rebounds for Morris Hills. Megan
Gaeb had 13 points and 11 rebounds
and Madison Perna added 11 points.

Against the Farmers, Wichelns sank

12 points, including trip 3-pointers,
and Lauren Williamson nailed 13
points, including trip 3-pointers.
Brianna Scotti and Santarelli each
had three points and Ellie Rokicki
had two points. Nneka Moneme led
the Farmers with 16 points and 14
rebounds. Ya’Niyah Dickerson had
13 points.

In the big shootout against the High-
landers, Williamson fired in 18 points,
including three 3-pointers, and added
three steals. Wichelns had 16 points
(3-pointer), seven assists, five re-
bounds and five steals. Santarelli sank
12 points (two 3-pointers) and added
two assists and three steals. Kelly had
six points and five assists. Scotti, who
had four points, pulled eight rebounds.
Highlander Lindsay Gerrato put in a
whopping 26 points, including eight
free throws, and Skylar Dowling
nailed seven 3-pointers to finish with
22 points.
Cranford   6   8 14   5 33
Union 14   6 17   8 45

Gov. Livingston 15 21 10 10 56
Cranford 19 15 17 20 71

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Lauren Williamson had 18 points
and three rebounds to help lead the girls varsity basketball team to a 71-56 victory
over Governor Livingston on January 14. Thomas DiGiovanni won a Union
County Championship on Saturday in Union. Thomas is the first four-time County
Champion in school history.

Wardlaw-Hartridge
Students Named GMC
Athletes of the Week
Scott Hargrove of Fanwood and

Sidney Daniel of Plainfield, seniors
at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison, were named Greater
Middlesex Conference Athletes of the
Week.

Hargrovet has been one of the Rams’
primary offensive weapons this year,
averaging 15 points per game. He
combines quickness with outstand-
ing basketball IQ and plays a major
role in breaking full-court pressure.

Daniel has been an integral mem-
ber of the swim team for all four years
at W-H and was elected captain be-
cause of her continued dedication to
the team in and out of the pool. Sidney
is a reliable competitor in the 100 fly
and all three relays.

Raiders Muzzle Bears, 51-19,
Fall to Rahway Matmen, 40-31

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team defeated the
Brearley Bears, 51-19, on January 6
in Scotch Plains then dropped a 40-31
decision to the hosting Rahway Indi-
ans on January 11. The 4-5 Raiders
lost only four of the 14 bouts against
the Bears and won six of 14 bouts
against the 6-1 Indians.

Against the Bears, Raider Sam
Wustefeld pinned Mohamed Soliman
in 50 seconds at 195-lbs, Billy Root
pinned Jacob Perez in 1:56 at 285-lbs
and Alex Oslislo pinned Austine Oguh
in 2:38 at 170-lbs. Raider Nick
Palazzola pinned Aly Mohamed in
2:48 at 160-lbs, Mike Ramos pinned
John Braun in 1:00 at 145-lbs, Jack
Cannon pinned Jim Luna in 2:59 at
138-lbs and Justin Sidebottom pinned
Jagger Kebea in 3:54 at 120-lbs. At
106-lbs, Raider Mike Fleck nipped
Rebecca Pizuto, 4-3, at 132-lbs, Mateo
Velez beat Kevin Scozzano, 4-3, and
Bobby Mount topped Will Nazario,

3-1, at 220-lbs.
Bear Charlie Buckley pinned

Harrison Wustefeld in 2:13 at 152-lbs
and Emanuel Montero pinned Jeremy
Lenart in 2:49 at 113-lbs. At 126-lbs,
Pat Machado beat Jacob Perone, 4-2,
and at 182-lbs Tyler Stoekle won a 9-
0 majority decision over Zach
Fleischman.

In the Rahway match, nine bouts
ended in pins. Palazzola pinned Brian
Diaz in 1:59 at 160-lbs, Fleischman
pinned Sam Dorielan in 1:03 at 182-
lbs, Wustefeld pinned Joshua Darisme
in 20 seconds at 195-lbs and Mount
pinned Vlad Lee in 3:57 ay 220-lbs.
Cannon (145-lbs) grabbed a 9-0 ma-
jority decision over Jason Winters
and at 106-lbs, Fleck defeated
Randolph Monongsong, 3-1.

For Rahway, Sabri Murray (120-
lbs), Rhise Royster (126-lbs) Antonio
Delmau (132-lbs), Daijaun Edwards
(152-lbs) and Emilio Cordova (170-
lbs) recorded falls, Alex Brown (285-
lbs) and Antonio Santoni (138-lbs)
won by decision and Chris Delmau
(113-lbs) won by majority decision.

Cougar Matmen Trample
Gov. Liv. Highlanders, 57-9
Fresh off a stunning victory over

then ranked No. 6 Phillipsburg the
No. 6 Cranford High School wres-
tling team stopped the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 57-9, in Ber-
keley Heights on January 11. The 6-0
Cougars won three of four key match-
ups and yielded only two of the 14
bouts.

The wildest match-up had to be at
138-lbs where Cougar Tom
DiGiovanni eked out a 14-12, over-
time tiebreaker over Anthony
Santigate. The 145-lb bout was also a
doozey with Cougar Mike Nigro nip-
ping James Snyder, 8-7. Brian
McGovern jumped from 160-lbs up
to 170-lbs and dropped a 5-4 thriller
to Highlander Quinn Haddad and in
the match-up between two powerful
heavyweights, Cougar Alex Esposito
pinned Dan Tomlinson in 2:11.

With the exception of Highlander
Turner Haddad recording a 3:58 fall
over Dylan Budnik at 195-lbs, the

Cougars won the remainder of the
bouts. Pat Kalnins pinned Harrison
Kelly in 1:39 at 106-lbs, Chris Scorese
pinned Andre Moriak in 34 seconds
at 132-lbs and Anthony Capece re-
corded a 17-2, 2:36 technical fall
over Dave Vill at 120-lbs.

At 113-lbs, Evan Kanterman took a
6-2 decision from Greg Friedenberg
and Conor Halpin defeated Matt Hoy,
8-3, at 126-lbs. At 220-lbs, Anthony
Ramirez claimed an 11-1 majority
decision over Jared VanOostendorp.
Aj Bencivenga (152-1lbs), Matt
Doran (160-lbs) and Vince Concina
(182-lbs) received forfeits.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains ‘Y’ Swimmer doing the breaststroke

Blue Devil Matmen Nip
East Brunswick, 35-28
The Westfield High School wres-

tling team defeated East Brunswick,
35-28, on January 7. The Blue Devils
won eight of the 14 weight classes and
recorded two falls, a technical fall,
three majority decisions and two de-
cisions.

Luke Hoerle pinned Andrew
Zuckerman in 55 seconds at 113-lbs
and Jack Miller pinned Aditya Singh
in 1:05 at 220-lbs. CJ Composto re-
corded a 15-0 tech fall over Matt
Wendell at 103-lbs. Alan Dente re-
corded a 10-2 major decision over
Mark Basilious at 160-lbs, Timmy
Allegro won by 13-4 majority deci-
sion over Dan Matter at 195-lbs and
Phil Ricca recorded an 11-3 major
decision over Taylor Tiongson at 285-
lbs. At 170-lbs, Isaiah Reese beat
Mina Meshriky, 8-2, and Jordan
Simpson defeated Nadar Lasheen, 8-
1, at 152-lbs.

For East Brunswick, Mitch Polito
topped Zach Rabinowitz, 12-4, at 120-
lbs, Mark Schleifer pinned Jeremy
Silber at 126-lbs, Alec Gleason pinned
Luke Scanlon at 132-lbs and Trent
Stocki nipped Emmett Smith, 2-1, at
138-lbs. Chris Perrine nipped Matt
Dente, 1-0, at 145-lbs. Jason Minkel
received a forfeit at 180-lbs.

Scott Hargrove

Sidney Daniel

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
February 2, 2017 at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of David Morehead, 2337 Mountain Av-
enue, Block 3906, Lot 1, R-3A Zone, who
proposes to construct a 16 foot x 16 foor
covered deck at the rear of the aforemen-
tioned property, contrary to the following
Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H., R-3A Zone,
Schedule of Lot, Yard and Building
Regulations, Single Family Dwelling:
Column 10 Rear Yard Set-back (feet), Mini-
mum Required 30 feet, Proposed: 15.38 +/
- feet by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 1/19/17, The Times Fee: $29.58

WF’s Schaefer to Play
International Softball
Westfield’s Shannon Schaefer

(Pitcher/OF) of Alfred University has
been selected to accompany the USA
Athletes International (USAAI) team
competing in the Netherlands Friend-
ship Series across the Netherlands
(Holland) from June 5-14. The USAAI
team, composed of select athletes from
across the country, and will travel to
the Netherlands to compete in a com-
petitive softball experience against
local clubs and National selection
teams.

Players from all over the country
are recommended for the team based
on two key elements: (1) their athletic
ability and (2) their ability to repre-
sent their country, school and home-
town in a positive manner. Colts Neck Defeats

Blue Devil Matmen
The Colts Neck Cougars remained

undefeated with a 34-27 victory over
the Westfield Blue Devils on Janu-
ary 11. CJ Composto pinned Jesse
McGowan in 3:04 at 106-lbs and
Luke Hoerle pinned Vince Franzone
in 1:04 at 113-lbs. At 285-lbs, Phil
Ricca topped Vince Garguilo, 5-3.
Jack Miller won by injury default at
195-lbs. Jeremy Silber nicked An-
thony Lombardo, 8-7, at 126-lbs and
Isaiah Reese beat Ken Koening, 4-2,
at 170-lbs.

For the Cougars, Joe King defeated
Zach Rabinowitz, 6-1, at 120-lbs,
Dylan Womack claimed a 16-2 ma-
jor decision over Luke Scanlon at
132-lbs and Steve Kramer pinned
Emmett Smith in 1:02 at 138-lbs. At
145-lbs, Ben Sammarco nipped Sean
Dwyer, 2-0, and at 152-lbs, Dan
Esposito pinned Jordan Simpson in
2:41. Nick Cilea edged Alan Dente,
3-2, at 160-lbs and Tristan McMerty
got by Tim Allegro, 6-4, at 182-lbs.
Bryce Blakie received a forfeit at
220-lbs.

Raider Cagers Win 2;
Remain Undefeated

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team defeated
New Brunswick, 59-45, on January
13 then stopped Woodbridge, 54-47,
on January 15 to up its unbeaten streak
to 11-0.

Tom Drubulis led the attack against
New Brunswick by pumping in 15
points, including four 3-pointers,
while Lamont Cruse added 13 points,
including a 3-pointer. Cooper Heisey
scored nine points and Teddy Willmott
scored seven points. Wendzel Dunlap
sank 11 for New Brunswick.

Drubulis (3-pointer) and Nigel
Nelson were the top Raider scoring
machines against Woodbridge with
13 points each. Willmott sank 11
points, Heisey netted eight and Cruse
put in six. Quran Robinson led
Woodbridge with 14 points, includ-
ing trip 3-pointers, and Harry
Rutkowski added nine points.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017
FOR:

USER-FEE BASED RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED
PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE FULL
AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT, BY A
NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $52.53

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cougars Retain Union County Tournament Crown, Blue Devil Matmen Get Third, Raiders 5th
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com
Weichert

Realtors
,
®

Weichert ® Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
Insurance

®

Renata
Dias

Don
Villane

Sales Associate
of the Month

WESTFIELD. New Construction By R4 Homes. 5 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath
Custom Colonial. Four Floors of finished Luxury. Extensive mill Work,
crown Molding and raised paneling, 4" Oak Floors, gourmet Kitchen,
Family room with Gas Fire Place and sliders leading to Backyard. Fabulous master suite
with sitting area, his and hers walk in closets and Balcony. 2 Zone Heating and Central air,
Landscaping Package...plus so much more! $1,129,000.

COLONIAL – NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. Classic 3 Bedroom, 2 full Bath Colonial near schools,
transportation & downtown shops and restaurants. Hardwood
floors, large living room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal
Dining Room, 1st floor bedroom, kitchen leading to a Three season enclosed porch
overlooking great backyard. Basement recently updated with new carpeting and
lighting. Two Bedrooms & full bath upstairs. $567,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Classic Colonial on a very desirable Cul-De-Sac near
Tamaques Park. Over 4,500 sq ft of living space on 3 floors. Then
add over 1,700 sq ft of a bright walk out finished basement, that gives
you over 6,200 sq ft of finished living space. The master suite has a WIC and additional
Dressing Room/Closet that can be customized. Combine that with a pool sized lot on
a quiet tree lined cul-de-sac of well maintained homes - perfection. $1,699,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Shannon
Dellafortuna

Top Sales

Sales Associate
of the Month

Sales Associate
of the Month

Maria DiCarlo
Top Lister

Adie Shaalan
Top Units & Top
Dollar Volume

Timothy “Tim”
O’Shea

fifth with a 5-2 decision over Mo-
rales.

Blue Devil Phil Ricca claimed the
220-lb title when he used a driving
half nelson to pin Panther Vinny
Figueredo in 1:46. Previously, Ricca
pinned Marion-Jan Afante (U) in 1:52
then recorded a 10-7 decision over
Raider Bobby Mount in the semis.
Mount went on to place fifth with a 6-
2 decision over Vlad Lee (R).

Cougar Alex Esposito recorded a
pair of easy falls (each less than a
minute) to reach the 285-lb champi-
onship bout but he had his work cut
out for him when he faced big man
Dan Tomlinson (GL). After a score-
less first period, Esposito escaped
then Tomlinson escaped in the third
to force overtime. Esposito used his
football skills and took Tomlinson to
the mat with a double-leg tackle for a
3-1 victory. Esposito also won the
UCT 220-lb title last year. Summit’s
Danny Petrela placed third at 285-
lbs.

“He weighed in at 284.6. My plan
initially was to get him to the mat and
use my speed to get around him but he
knew from last time that was what I
did the last time [they wrestled]. In
the beginning he shrugged a lot stayed
square. I stayed neutral and circled. If

I went into a headlock, you probably
wouldn’t be talking to me right now,”
Esposito said. “Last year I wanted to
be top-3 in the states but now I want
to win it all.”

Because of his freshman status, Blue
Devil Luke Hoerle was cast into the
sixth seed slot at 106-lbs. It did not
seem to matter, however, as Hoerle
pinned Harrison Kelly (GL) in 22 sec-
onds then amassed a 19-2 technical
fall over third-seeded John Palmer
(NP) to advance to the semifinals where
he used an arsenal of barrel rolls, side-
single takedowns and nearfalls, one
with a double grapevine maneuver, to
add a 19-3 tech fall over second-seeded
Cougar Pat Kalnins, who went on to
finish third with a 4-3 win over Rebecca
Pizuto (Br).

“It’s all about doing it in practice
then putting it into a match. We have
been working on tilts too. When you
work the tilt, you wait for him to roll
through with it then on the way back
you put the leg on the opposite side,”
Hoerle explained.

His championship bout would be
against top-seeded Panther Gabe Leo.

“He’s quick. I need to contain his

speed then hopefully I can get him,”
Hoerle said.

Hoerle took Leo to the mat twice
with a snap-and-spin takedown then
added a backdoor takedown and a
slip under takedown to claim a 10-3
decision and the title.

Cougar senior Chris Scorese
claimed his third UCT title with a 7-
2 decision over Chris Fuschetto (J) in
the 132-lb title bout. Scorese recorded
a takedown, two escapes and a leg
hook/wrist clamp tilt. Earlier he re-
corded a 16-1 tech fall in the

quarterfinals and a 1:07 fall over
Kevin Bazan (E) in the semis.

Cougar Anthony Capece was de-
nied his quest for a second UCT title
when he dropped a 3-1 decision to
Rahway’s Sabri Murray in the 120-lb
title bout. Earlier, Capese had edged
Blue Devil Zach Rabinowitz, 2-1, in
the semis. Rabinowitz finished fourth.
Raider Justin Sidebottom placed fifth.

Rahway’s Rhise Royster defeated
Panther Josh Mejia, 4-0, for the 126-
lb crown and Kyjuan Hutchins (U)
nipped Cougar Connor Halpin, 5-4,
for third place.

Blue Devil freshman CJ Composto,
seeded fourth at 113-lbs, after pin-
ning Jacob Diana (L) in 5:01, lost to
Panther Mark Montgomery (the even-
tual champion) in the semis. In the
wrestlebacks, Composto pinned Cou-
gar Evan Kanterman in 3:18 then
captured third place when he pinned
Brandon Castelan (E) with an arm
bar/stack in 43 seconds. Kanterman
placed fifth.

Summit’s Mike Acitelli claimed the
145-lb crown with a 7-4 decision
over Panther Rene Perez and Cougar
AJ Bencivenga placed third with a
14-5 major decision over James
Snyder (GL). Union’s Nick Zuena
edged Joe Delia (NP), 8-6, for the

152-lb crown. Brearley’s Charlie
Buckley beat Cougar Mike Nigro, 9-
4, to place third and Raider Nick
Palazzola placed fifth with a 20-6
major decision over Alex Dorce (L).

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
160: — McGovern (C) p Iakouchevitch
(J), 2:54
170: — Concina (C) d Haddad (GL) 11-4
182: — Wustefeld (S) p Hillburn (RP)
3:04
195: — Miller (W) d Haddad (GL) 3-2
220: — Ricca (W) p Figueredo (RP)
1:46
Hwt: — Esposito (C) d Tomlinson (GL)
3-1 OT
106: — Hoerle (W) d Leo (RP) 10-3
113: — Montgomery (RP) p Dalmau (R)
:23
120: — Murray (R) d Capece (C) 3-1
126: — Royster (R) d Mejia (RP) 4-0
132: — Scorese (C) d Fuschetto (J) 7-2
138: — DiGiovanni (C) d Angelo (S) 2-1
145: — Acitelli (S) d Perez (RP) 7-4
152: — Zuena (U) d Delia (NP) 8-6

THIRD PLACE:
106: — Pat Kalnins (C)
113: — CJ Composto (W)
120: — Jon Mejia (RP)
126: — Kyjuan Hutchins (U)
132: — Dylan Camillo (RP)
138: — Anthony Santigate (GL)
145: — AJ Bencivenga (C)
152: — Charlie Buckley (Br)
160: — Chris Reynolds (NP)
170: — Isaiah Reese (W)
182: — Doug Chacon (NP)
195: — Dylan Budnik (C)
220: — Amir Lawson (E)
Hwt: — Danny Petrala (S)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUTSTANDING WRESTLER (UPPER WEIGHTS)...Cougar Vince Concina has GL Highlander Quinn Haddad in dire
straights during his 170-lb titl bout. Concina defeated Haddad, 11-4, and was named Outstanding Wrestler (Upper Weights).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING WRIST CONTROL...Raider Sam Wustefeld, top, works wrist control on Pioneer Doug Chacon in his 182-lb
semifinal bout. Wustefeld pinned Chacon in 5:39 then pinned Panther Devin Hilburn in 3:04 to claim the 182-lb crown.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHOOTING IN A LEG...Blue Devil Luke Hoerle, top, shoots a leg in during his
106-lb semifinal bout with Cougar Pat Kalnins. Hoerle defeated Kalnins, 19-3,
then went on to claim the title with a 10-3 victory over Panther Gabe Leo.

More UCT photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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CLASSIFIEDS

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

FANWOOD ESTATE SALE

95 Hunter Ave
Fri 1/20 & Sat 1/21

10 am to 3 pm
Living Room, Dining Room,
Bedroom, Porch & Patio Furniture,
China, Glass, Art, Ladies Clothing,
Purses, Shoes, Costume Jewelry,
Light Fixtures, Books, CD's, Tools &
More. For pics: DovetailsUSA.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

FOR SALE

Set of 4 alum wheels and tires
4 months old. Fit Chevy 6 lug
18 inch grabber tires. $1200.

(908) 337-8820

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-017449-16
FILE NO. 21991-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ANNA HOWELL, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Second Amended Complaint filed in a
Civil Action, in which FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. is the plaintiff and ANNA
HOWELL, HER HEIRS, ET ALS; are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-017449-
16 within thirty-five (35) days after Janu-
ary 19, 2017 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Second Amended Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 12-1388, sold
on 6/14/2012, dated 6/20/2012, and was
recorded on 8/1/2012 in Book 13379 at
Page 528, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P..
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 14 BLOCK
551 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD
and concerns premises commonly known
as 919-21 WEST 6TH STREET,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, ANNA HOWELL, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
DATED: January 13, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-024601-16
FILE NO. 22299-16

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
GARSIDE ASSOCIATES,
LLC; ALAN FINKELSTEIN;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which US BNK C/F TOWER DBW IV 20141
is the plaintiff and GARSIDE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-024601-16 within
thirty-five (35) days after January 19, 2017
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 13-00331,
sold on 6/2/2014, dated 6/11/2014, and
was recorded on 8/6/2014 in Book 13799
at Page 580, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to US BNK C/F
TOWER DBW IV 20141 and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, US BNK C/F TOWER
DBW IV 20141. This covers real estate
located in ELIZABETH, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT
1187 BLOCK 9 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
ELIZABETH and concerns premises com-
monly known as 217 SOUTH SEVENTH
STREET, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.

YOU, GARSIDE ASSOCIATES, LLC,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because you are the
owner of a property which is the subject of
the above entitled action.

YOU, ALAN FINKELSTEIN, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on August 29, 2014,
Garside Associates, LLC, executed a mort-
gage to Alan Finkelstein in the amount of
$175,000.00, which mortgage was re-
corded on September 15, 2014 in the
UNION County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in
Mortgage Book 13818 at page 91. Said
mortgage is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
DATED: January 13, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/19/17, The Leader Fee: $72.93

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, January 4, Stephen

Thomas, 21, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on two outstanding Highland
Park warrants, with total bail of $155.
He was processed and posted bail.

Wednesday, January 4, Pietro
Maioriello, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

Thursday, January 5, Westfield
police officers responded to the Union
County jail to take custody of Dou-
glas Zeigler, 21, of Newark on an
outstanding Westfield warrant with
bail of $739. Zeigler was processed
and released after appearing before
the Westfield Municipal Court.

Thursday, January 5, Hillary
Masadey, 23, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Roselle Park war-
rant, with $500 bail, pursuant to a
traffic stop for an observed motor
vehicle violation. Masadey was trans-
ported to police headquarters for ar-
rest processing and was held in lieu of
posting the requisite bail.

Friday, January 6, Jamaica Jasper, 21,
of Bloomfield was arrested on a Fanwood
warrant, with bail of $500, pursuant to a
motor vehicle investigation. Jasper was
transported to police headquarters for
arrest processing and was released after
posting the requisite bail.

Friday, January 6, Janine Loghisci,
41, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with shoplifting approxi-
mately $1,400 worth of merchandise
from a business located on the 600
block of West North Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters for
arrest processing and was released
with a summons to appear before the
Westfield Municipal Court.

Monday, January 9, Jada Keats,
21, of North Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant with $139 bail. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released after
posting full bail.

Monday, January 9, Luis Perez, 58,
of Cranford was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop on East Broad
Street near Wychwood Road for con-
tempt of court. He posted $500 bail
and was released with a court date.

Monday, January 9, Edward
Nascimento, 22, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested for contempt of court out of Egg
Harbor during a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad Street and Karen Terrace.
He posted $120 bail and was released.

Monday, January 9, Damar Younge,
34, of Newark was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
West near Clark Street for contempt
of court out of Irvington and
Piscataway. Younge posted $200 bail
on the Irvington warrant and was re-
leased on recognizance by Piscataway
on the $500 warrant.

Tuesday, January 10, Austin Gra-
ham, 18, of Fanwood was arrested on
a Westfield warrant with $1,000 bail
at the Plainfield Police Department.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, January 11, John R.
Lewis, 27, of North Brunswick was
arrested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant with $500 bail pursuant
to a pickup at the North Brunswick
Police Department. Lewis was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, where it was revealed that he also
had two criminal warrants, one from
Hillside with $250 bail and the other
from Elizabeth with $100 bail. Lewis
posted the requisite bail on the Westfield
warrant and was released on his own
recognizance on the other two.

CRANFORD
Monday, January 9, Jennifer

Hornsby, 46, of Garwood, was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) of suspected cocaine and
heroin and possession of drug para-
phernalia after police responded to a
South Avenue business on a report of
a suspicious occupied motor vehicle.
Police located the occupied vehicle
running in the parking lot. Following

an on-scene investigation police lo-
cated cocaine and heroin inside the
vehicle. The driver, Hornsby, was
arrested, processed, and released
pending a Superior Court appearance.
Hornsby was also issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for possessing a CDS
inside a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, January 10, Rodney Bul-
lock, 60, of Monroe, was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance of sus-
pected cocaine and heroin, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). While
on routine patrol in the area of Cen-
tennial Avenue and East South Av-
enue police noticed that the driver of
a 2000 Honda was passed out behind
the wheel. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene, police located heroin
and cocaine in the vehicle. Further-
more, it was determined that the driver,
Bullock, was operating the vehicle
while impaired. Bullock was subse-
quently arrested, processed, and re-
leased to a friend pending a Superior
Court appearance. Bullock was is-
sued a motor vehicle summonses for
driving while intoxicated and posses-
sion of a CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, January 11, Jackelyn
McCann, 29, of Dunellen, was ar-
rested and charged for possession of a
controlled dangerous substance of sus-
pected cocaine and heroin, possession
of drug paraphernalia and contempt of
court. During a traffic safety check-
point, a 2013 BMW was stopped for
an expired temporary registration.
During the course of the investigation
police located cocaine and heroin in-
side the vehicle. A passenger, McCann,
was arrested, processed, and released
pending a Superior Court appearance.
The driver was issued a motor vehicle
summonses for driving while sus-
pended, unclear plates, and unregis-
tered motor vehicle.

Saturday, January 14, Jonathan
Washington, 31, of Irvington, was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
marijuana (under 50 grams), posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and con-
tempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop at Centennial Avenue and Jack-
son Drive for an equipment violation.
Following an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana inside the
vehicle. A passenger, Washington, was
arrested, processed, and turned over
to the Mahwah Police Department on
an active traffic warrant. The driver
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for improper window tint.

Saturday, January 14, Brieri Ake,
27, of Newark, was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
(under 50 grams) and possession of
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of East North
Avenue and Carpenter Place for a
seatbelt violation. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene police located
marijuana on the driver, Ake. Ake was
arrested, processed, and released pend-
ing a municipal court appearance. Ake
was also issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failure to wear a seatbelt,
and possessing a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor vehicle.

Sunday, January 15, Olivia Tevlin,
19, of Linden, was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
of suspected cocaine, heroin and
psilocybin mushrooms and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop at the intersec-
tion of Raritan Road and Centennial
Avenue for an inspection violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located various nar-
cotics inside the vehicle. Discov-
ered inside the vehicle were sus-
pected cocaine, heroin, and psilocy-
bin mushrooms. Tevlin, was arrested,
processed, and released pending a
Superior Court appearance. Tevlin
was also issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for possessing a CDS inside
a motor vehicle, and failure to in-
spect a motor vehicle.

Sunday, January 15, Christopher
Brown, 18, of Cranford, was arrested
for driving under the influence (DUI)
while underage following a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of Lexing-
ton Avenue and Glenn Avenue for a
stop sign violation. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, police determined
that the driver, Brown, was operating
the motor vehicle while intoxicated
underage. Brown was arrested, pro-
cessed, and released to a friend pending
a municipal court appearance. Brown
was also issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for failing to stop at a stop sign,
and operating a motor vehicle while
consuming alcohol underage.

Sunday, January 15, Freddy Aybar,
28, of Hillside, was arrested for pos-
session of marijuana (under 50 grams),
possession of paraphernalia, driving
while intoxicated, and obstruction of
the administration of law after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection of
Cherokee Road and Mohawk Drive
for a traffic signal violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene, po-
lice determined that Aybar was Driv-
ing While Intoxicated (DWI). As po-
lice escorted Aybar from the vehicle,
police observed Aybar throw a bag of
marijuana under the vehicle. Aybar
was arrested, processed, and released
to a friend pending a municipal court
appearance. Aybar was issued motor
vehicle summonses for driving while
intoxicated, having an open container
of alcohol in a motor vehicle, posses-
sion of a CDS in a motor vehicle,
careless driving, and failure to stop at
a red traffic signal.

You’ll Get
 Results with

Classified Ads!
     One classified advertiser tells 
another what a big selling job a little 
LEADER/TIMES Ad can do. The 
classified advertising section of these 
newspapers are like a great “market 
place” where buyer meets seller . . . 
with the most gratifying results for 
both. Try and see!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/form/classified

Letters to the Editor
Westfield Board of Health

Reorganizes for 2017
The Westfield Board of Health held

the annual re-organization meeting
on January 9.

The following members were reap-
pointed to the Board: Dr. Lawrence
D. Budnick, Dr. Vasilios
Diamantopoulos, and Mr. Neal
Snitow. The board has two new mem-
bers, Mrs. Alicia Barker and Mr. An-
drew Kirna. The following returned
to continue their terms in 2017: Ms.
Sherl Brand, Mr. Thomas O’Neill,
Dr. David Weinman, and Dr. Maria
LoGrippo. Mr. David Oliveira is the
Town Council liaison to the board.
Once introductions were made an
election of board officers was held;
Mr. Thomas K. O’Neill was elected
board president and Dr. Lawrence D.
Budnick was elected as board vice-
president. The board then appointed
the staff for the year:

Board Secretary,  Megan Avallone;
Health Officer, Megan Avallone; Pub-
lic Health Nursing Supervisor, Laura
Scanlon; Principal Registered Envi-
ronmental Health Specialist (REHS),
Helen Mendez; Sr. REHS, Tanya
Moon; Sr. REHS, Jesse Powell; Reg-
istrar/Sr. Secretary, Loray Kozar; Per
diem Secretary, Lennier Annina; Per
diem REHS, Alison Kasica; Per diem
Registered Nurse (RN), Janice
Gironda; Per diem RN, Bridget
Colendenski; Per diem Physician, Dr.
Jamie Reedy.

After reorganization, the board re-
turned to regular business. Review
of the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment reports showed that five
planned retail food establishments
were inspected in December plus
one walk-in inspection, due to a com-
plaint, were conducted. Four of the
five planned inspections resulted in
satisfactory ratings, one resulted in a
conditionally satisfactory rating. For
the establishment with the condi-
tional rating person in charge was
provided information, deficiencies
were corrected and it will be re-
inspected.

While seasonal influenza activity
in our area remains high it is not too
late to receive the benefits of receiv-
ing the vaccine. Act soon, it can take
up to two weeks for the vaccine to
become fully effective. In addition,
all children who attend pre-school
must be vaccinated. A simple vacci-
nation can prevent the flu and protect
children. It is best to be vaccinated
before the flu starts spreading. Resi-
dents can find information on eligi-
bility and costs for health department
vaccinations at http://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The animal control reports for No-
vember and December 2016 were
reviewed. There was a report of a bat
in a home, the bat was captured and
tested negative for rabies. Two dogs
in town were involved in biting inci-
dents. A stray cat rescue resulted in
another bite. Residents are reminded

that they must control and properly
leash their pets. In addition, all dogs
and cats are required to be vaccinated
and licensed with the town. For more
information on how to license your
pet, please contact the Town Clerk’s
Office at (908) 789-4030 or visit the
town’s webpage at http://
www.westfieldnj.gov.

From the Public Health Nursing
report, Overlook Medical Center is
offering the following screenings at
their Overlook Downtown location,
357 Springfield Ave., Summit:

January
Monday, January 23, 10 a.m., to 1

p.m,..  bone Density, glucose and
blood pressure screenings.

Monday, January 30, 10 am to 1
p.m.,  bone density, glucose and blood
pressure screenings.

February
Monday, February 6, 10 a.m. to l

p.m., bone density, glucose and blood
pressure screening.

Monday, February 27, 10 a.m. to l
p.m., glucose and blood pressure
screenings.

Each screening requires pre-reg-
istration unless otherwise noted. Glu-
cose screenings are always available
at these times as well. For choles-
terol and bone density screenings a
$10 fee is charged. There is no fee
for the blood pressure and glucose
screenings. All screenings will be
held at the Overlook Downtown
Center located at 357 Springfield
Avenue, Summit, unless otherwise
indicated. Call 1-800-247-9580 to
register.

The board passed four resolu-
tions: The first designated a per
diem nurse for public health nurs-
ing services, the second a per diem
physician for providing medical
services, the third established a per
diem registered environmental
health specialist. The fourth resolu-
tion was a response to the imminent
passage of state legislation lower-
ing the level of lead in blood that
will trigger an investigation and aid
to the person impacted by this level
of lead. The lowering of the number
triggering a response has a strong
potential for additional work on the
part of the department with no addi-
tional funding being provided re-
sulting in an unfunded mandate. A
copy of this resolution will be sent
to the governor of the State of New
Jersey; president of the New Jersey
State Senate, the speaker of the Gen-
eral Assembly, the Union County
legislative delegation, and the State
Department of Health, urging that
funding be provided to help locali-
ties meet this new mandate.

The next meeting of the Board of
Health is scheduled for Monday, Feb-
ruary 6.

Thomas K. O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“La La Land”
On the One Hand, and Then on the Other

3 popcorns

Union Catholic Cabaret
Night Deemed Huge Success

JCC of Central NJ Receives
Making Music Happen Grant

VoicePlay Brings the Art of
A Cappella to UCPAC

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I already knew I was somewhat of a
dreamer, but my generally warm and
starry-eyed acceptance of wunderkind
writer-director Damien Chazelle’s La
La Land, a throwback/ homage to the
nascent movie musicals of the 1930s,
also confirms that I am a hopeless
romantic. The curious idea to have
Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling play
the sort of aspiring showbiz kids Ruby
Keeler and Dick Powell portrayed in
vehicles like 42nd Street (1933) won
me over despite the film’s unrealistic
plotting and minor litany of incongru-
ities.

But then again, this is the movies,
and just how much suspension of dis-
belief one is willing to assume is al-
ways in direct proportion to how much
logic they’re willing to forego for the
sake of a little fantasy. Whereas I’ve
no problem there, my principal objec-
tion—and this is a big one— is with
the casting choices. Maybe it’s my tin
ear. But though both Emma Stone and
Ryan Gosling exude decent chemistry
and likability as mutually star-struck
Mia and Sebastian— she an actress,
he a jazz musician— neither actor’s
singing ability is reason alone to see
this film.

All the same, while enjoying the
typicality of the young talents come to
Hollywood seeking fame and fortune,
and rooting for them with the same
idealistic gullibility that has me hop-
ing that the Knicks will one day again
win an NBA title, I’m a sucker for the
magic of the movies. So, though the
great breakout song and dance scene
never arrives to blow me away, Miss
Stone and Mr. Gosling do provide the
requisite amount of hopefulness and
schmaltz.

Back to the negative side of the
ledger, the lead characterizations, while
sufficing to please on the movie’s de-
cidedly fairy tale level, don’t pass the
Goldberger Musical Characterization
Credibility Test (GMCCT). It asks a
simple question, and I don’t mean to
give anything away here. But, if either
character failed to make the big time
and went home, whether to Podunk,
Pachuch or Dogpatch, to pursue a
career in accounting, would we follow
them? Sweet as Stone’s Mia is, and as
zealously dedicated as Gosling’s
jazzman is, nah, they can keep their
1040 forms.

Then again, oh, those dreamy
scenes up on Mullholland Drive, the
possibilities of the title geography in
the background seemingly achievable
to the couple who, by all hackneyed
rights are fated to embody the mysti-
cal powers of love. They have their
winning ways. Gee, if only they could
sing. Yet there are other saving graces.
Emma Stone is an accomplished ac-
tress, and the numerous, painfully
disappointing auditions that Mia suf-
fers through proves it. Likewise, Ryan
Gosling’s unique form of intensity
convinces us of Sebastian’s dedica-
tion to his craft.

However, it all keeps coming back
to the time-honored concept “La La
Land” aspires to emulate in its con-

temporary take of the musical. You
see, as Dr. Freud could tell you, there
is an inherent appeal in the cliché.
Who among us, including even the
most dedicated fuddy-duddies, didn’t
at one time or another harbor dreams
of stardom in one of the performing
arts? C’mon…admit it.

In other words, you get your vicari-
ous thrills where you may, even if your
overready acceptance of pie-in-the sky
story mechanisms makes those thrills
feel a bit guilty. And in all fairness,
director-writer Chazelle’s purposely
shopworn paean to a bygone era brims
with dedication, even if the execution
fails to breathe wowing new life into
the genre. Still, the song and dance
numbers, featuring tunes more talky
than evocatively melodic, while ambi-
tious in that they are mostly done on
location, are also compromised by the
pitfalls of that directorial decision.

Insofar as the fable itself, this is
straight storyboard material save for a
sudden and cynically realistic twist
that borrows an idea from It’s a Won-
derful Life (1946). It might have you
mulling your own romantic past. You
know, the shoulda, coulda, woulda
stuff that is ultimately unanswerable
but remains nonetheless tempting to
ponder. All this said, even if he doesn’t
always arrange things with artistic plau-
sibility, filmmaker Chazelle does fill
his product with many of the enchant-
ing ingredients we seek in our lives.

Alas, it’s the promise of love, that
mysterious indefinable, held out in
great quantities, that repeatedly ame-
liorates this effort’s flaws. Hence, those
of a sentimental bent willing to sub-
consciously reshuffle the film’s attract-
ing elements to their own liking might
foreseeably transport themselves to a
La La Land of their own.

***
La La Land, rated PG-13, is a

Lionsgate release directed by Damien
Chazelle and stars Emma Stone, Ryan
Gosling and J.K. Simmons. Running
time: 128 minutes

SCOTCH PLAINS – The JCC of
Central NJ in Scotch Plains is one of
22 JCCs across North America to
receive a grant from JCC Association
(JCCA) of North America in honor of
its 2017 Centennial Celebration.  The
grant is intended to enable JCCs to
create music projects tailored to their
community’s interests and needs and
is funded by Marvin J. Pertzik, a
former JCCA board member, in co-
operation with the Mary Livingston
Griggs and Mary Griggs Burke Foun-
dation.

The JCC will host a monthly day-
time program for participants to con-
nect with their Jewish roots through
music.   Genres such as klezmer,
folk, jazz and tributes to Yiddish
theater will be explored.  The first
program, A Land That is Free for
You and Me with Fred Miller is on
Tuesday, January 24 at 11:15 a.m.
Miller will give insight into Jewish
songwriters who gave voice to the
American dream and will perform
their music.

“We are thrilled and honored to
have received a Making Music Hap-
pen grant from JCCA.  This grant is
allowing us to reach even more adults
and expand our successful music ap-
preciation program by funding new
artists and musical programs that will
engage, enrich and entertain our com-
munity,” said Jennifer Mamlet, JCC

Executive Director.
“Arts help us to explain, under-

stand and connect to our world, and
they’re an integral part of what all
JCCs do,” Randy Ellen Lutterman,
JCCA’s VP of Arts and Culture, said.
“We wanted JCCs to see how their
own story fit into this beautiful, con-
tinental mosaic of the JCC Move-
ment and we thank Marvin Pertzik
for creating a way to make this hap-
pen.”

For information, the full Making
Music Happen: The Soundtrack of
Jewish Life in America schedule or to
register, visit www.jccnj.org or con-
tact Barbara Weisbart, Adult Enrich-
ment Director, at (908) 889-8800 ext.
no. 207 or bweisbart@jccnj.org.

JCC Association offers services and
resources to increase the effective-
ness of JCCs as they provide educa-
tional, cultural, social, recreational,
and Jewish identity building programs
to enhance Jewish life throughout
North America.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central
New Jersey is a constituent agency of
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Metro West NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield
United Fund. Financial assistance is
available for membership and vari-
ous programs.

LIFE IS A CABARET...Pictured from left to right: Lauren Guerra ’17 of Newark,
Lexi Marat ’17 of Scotch Plains, Makay Johnson ’18 of Roselle performed in
Union Catholic’s annual Cabaret.
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RAHWAY – On Saturday, Febru-
ary 4 at 8 p.m., VoicePlay will take
over the Union County Performing
Arts Center's Main Stage and show-
case a mastery over the human voice
that is rarely heard. They've tackled
the Phantom of the Opera theme,
booming organ and all, and recre-
ated it entirely a cappella with hip-
hop undertones. They've made sound
effects with only their mouths that
sound so convincing, anyone listen-
ing and not watching may think
they're real. As such, audiences at
the UCPAC should be prepared for:
original a cappella renditions of
songs of all genres and time periods,
arranged by VoicePlay themselves,
melodic and complex harmonies,
percussion that isn't made by actual
drums (no matter how much it may
sound like it) and comedic on-stage
antics utilizing the voice's ability to
mimic every day sounds. This is a
show fit for all ages.

The talented members of the band,

which is based in Orlando, Florida,
are: Earl Elkins, Jr., Layne Stein,
Eliezer "Eli" Jacobson, Tony Wakim
and Geoff Castellucci. Together, their
voices can cover nearly 5.5 octaves.
All five members have previous ex-
perience in music, whether it be play-
ing instruments, writing songs or
even performing in the Disney parks.

Tickets for VoicePlay range from
$20 to $40 and can be purchased by
calling (732) 499-8226, by visiting
ucpac.org or by stopping by the box
office in person. Box office hours are
Tuesday through Saturday 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., with extended hours of 11
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursdays. The
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter Main Stage is located in down-
town Rahway at 1601 Irving Street
and is easily accessible to major roads
and public transportation.

Auditions for the Musical
9 to 5 at CDC Theatre

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic students Lauren Guerra, Makay
Johnson and Duane Banks delivered
memorable solo performances The
second annual Cabaret Night, which
saw performances from five decades
of Union Catholic alumni and current
students, was held in front of a packed
house on January 6 and was a huge
success.

Producer John Rotondo ‘07, said
there were performances from Union
Catholic alumni from the Class of
1983, the 1990’s, the 2000’s, and the
current decade as well the Class of
2020.

The current students who per-
formed solo acts were Makay Johnson
‘18, Lauren Guerra ‘17, and Duane
Banks ‘20. One of the choreogra-
phers was Lexi Marta ‘17, and the
show was directed by Maryann
Carroll Carolan ‘86 and Ed Sagendorf
‘07.

“The night was a phenomenal suc-
cess,’’ said Mr. Rotondo, who added
that proceeds from the event would
go toward theatre renovations. “We
brought back so many alums and their
joy and enthusiasm to return back to
their alma mater to not only perform
and see each other again, but to give
back and to support the future genera-
tion is really inspiring. It was like one
big family reunion.’’

Ms. Guerra, who has performed
the National Anthem at a New Jersey
Devils hockey game and several other
sporting events, sang “I Feel the Earth
Move’’ by Carole King from Beauti-
ful. “It’s such an opportunity to share
something I love and my passion with

other people,’’ said Ms. Guerra. “And
to hear their reaction makes me feel
overwhelmed in a good way, and I
enjoy it more with each performance.
It’s so thrilling and exciting, and just
get rush being on stage.’’ She added
that it was great to be part of an event
where “Tradition Meets Tomorrow.’’

“It’s great to have everyone come
back that have been involved in PAC
(Performing Arts Company) and get
to share our own talents and passion
because they feel the same way we
do,’’ said Ms. Guerra, who is looking
at Seton Hall University and Fairleigh
Dickinson University as possible
places to continue her academic and
theatre careers.

Mr. Johnson sang “Santa Fe’’ from
Newsies. “I was honored to get cho-
sen to sing at Cabaret Night because
it’s such a big event,’’ said Mr.
Johnson. “Being on stage is such a
great feeling. I love performing.’’

Ms. Marta said there’s a sense of
pride she feels being part of such a big
night.  “I feel so proud because you’re
in front of everyone from PAC,’’ said
Ms. Marta, who lives in Scotch Plains.
“You have people that graduated last
year to people that graduated 40 years
ago coming back to watch this show.
It’s just so incredible to be a part of
it.’’

How about dealing with nerves
before the big show. “I feel like back-
stage you feel kind of scared, but as
soon as you step on that stage and
know that spotlight is on you every-
thing goes away and you are in that
moment. I just love that feeling, and
loved being part of Cabaret Night.’’

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest con-
tinuously producing community the-
atre, will be holding open auditions
for the musical 9 to 5 at the theatre’s
78 Winans Ave. home.

Auditions will be Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 15 from 7:30 to 10pm and Sat-
urday, February 18, from 2 p.m. to 5
p.m. with Callbacks on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21 from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
The show will run from May 5 to 20,
2017. Interested performers are asked
to prepare 32 bars of a song of your
choice. There will be no initial dance
audition. Additional information can
be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org.

9 to 5 The Musical, with music and

lyrics by Dolly Parton and book by
Patricia Resnick, is based on the semi-
nal 1980 hit movie. Set in the late
1970s. This hilarious story of friend-
ship and revenge in the Rolodex era is
outrageous, thought-provoking and
even a little romantic. Pushed to the
boiling point, three female coworkers
concoct a plan to get even with the
sexist, egotistical, lying, hypocritical
bigot they call their boss. In a hilarious
turn of events, Violet, Judy and Doralee
live out their wildest fantasy – giving
their boss the boot! While Hart re-
mains “otherwise engaged,” the
women give their workplace a dream
makeover, taking control of the com-
pany that had always kept them down.
Hey, a girl can scheme, can’t she?

Parents to Perform at 70th
Annual Washington Show

WESTFIELD – 2017 is the 70th
anniversary of the Washington School
Show and this year’s show
#HackToTheFuture written by Gre-
gory T. Simpson promises to be a
crowd pleaser for children and adults
alike. The show takes place 25 years
in the future when a group of Wash-
ington School kids have to stop
underappreciated robots from taking
over Westfield. In this hilarious and
educational performance you’ll fol-
low the group of kids as they use their
Tesla time machine to travel back in
time and meet famous inventors of
technology. You’ll meet characters
playing the first computer program-
mer, as well as the inventors of the
robot, computer, Google, Facebook,
machine learning and more.

Not only is the show written by a
parent, it’s also directed, choreo-
graphed, produced and performed

solely by parents, with the exception
of the ever-popular teachers’ dance
number. Since this is a 10 year anni-
versary year, this year’s show will
also include a bonus alumni perfor-
mance by former parent performers
whose children have since graduated
from Washington School.

This family-friendly musical is the
PTO’s largest fundraiser each year,
raising funds for resources in the class-
rooms, teacher grants, school en-
hancements and additional programs
to enrich the educational environ-
ment for the school’s 300-plus stu-
dents.

Performances are Friday, January
27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 28
at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark Street
in Westfield. Tickets are $13.50 and
can be purchased from https://
wes.booktix.com/

Chansonettes Rehearse,
Seek New Voices

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield are getting back to re-
hearsal preparing for their new spring
concert  tour to be scheduled in May.
The all female chorus will present their
program "Sing a Song of Seasons"
including favorites like "April Show-
ers", "Seasons of Love" and "Here
Comes the Sun."

The Chansonettes, in existence for
over 60 years, performs a holiday con-
cert series in December and a spring
concert series in May of each year. The
women rehearse once a week on
Wednesday nights at the Presbyterian
Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.
The group is happy to welcome new
voices: First Soprano, Second Soprano
and Alto.

For information regarding joining
the group or to book a concert call
Jacquie Tannenbaum at (908) 591-
2560.

Comedy Blithe Spirit
Coming to CDC Theatre

CRANFORD – Opening on Fri-
day, February 10, Noel Coward’s clas-
sic comedy Blithe Spirit will be the
first production of 2017 at CDC The-
atre in Cranford.  Located at 78
Winans Ave, CDC Theatre is the old-
est continuously producing commu-
nity theatre in New Jersey.

As Blithe Spirit begins, novelist
Charles Condomine is preparing to
host a séance to be conducted by a
medium known as Madame Arcati.
For him, it’s a jokey way to do re-
search for a new novel, appropriately
titled The Unseen. Unexpectedly,
however, the evening ends with the
spectral reappearance of his first wife,
Elvira, pronounced Elveera, who has
been dead for five years.

Only Charles can see her, which
causes immediate problems with his
very-much-alive second wife, briskly
efficient Ruth. Charmed at first by the
ghostly Elvira—with whom he shared
a more passionate union than with
Ruth—Charles quickly gets caught
between the two.

Directed by Bill Sesselberg the cast
includes Timothy McGovern as
Charles, Lisa Black as Ruth, Judi
Lagagna as Madame Acarti, Ashley
Widmer as Elvira, Alan Foster and
Danielle Levitt as Dr. and Mrs.
Bradman and Susan Roberts as Ethel.

“Blithe Spirit is one of Noel
Coward’s great comedies, and it still
brings laughs from improbable oc-
currences in familiar situations.” Says

director Bill Sesselberg, “I’ve seen a
few productions of this play, includ-
ing one in London with Angela
Lansbury, and it always was an enjoy-
able performance. I enjoy directing
comedies—the wordplay, the physi-
cal action, and great characters all are
a lot of fun to work with. The cast is
great—hard-working, eager to con-
tribute their ideas and help each other
bring out the best in each scene. The
ideas, skills, and hard-work of the
staff behind the scenes all make this
play as good as it is. I’ve always heard
great things about CDC, and I’m proud
and thankful to have the opportunity
to direct there.”

The show will run from Friday,
February 10 through Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18 and details and ticket infor-
mation can be found by visiting
www.cdctheatre.org.

www.goleader.com
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9 Jenna Lane, Edison                                                $1,185,000.               
Situated at the end of a cul-de-sac bordering a golf course, this sun lit 
Colonial dazzles the eye with a spacious gourmet kitchen, interior French 
doors, vaulted & high ceilings and a marvelous family room. The master 
suite has a sitting room, there’s a junior suite and a patio in the backyard. 

316 St Georges Place, Westfield                 $1,225,000. 
A beauty to behold, this newly constructed home mingles designer details 
with an open floor plan, achieving a balance of luxury and easy liv-
ing! The interior is adorned with box beam ceilings, chair rail, mahogany 
inlay floors, top-of-the-line kitchen, family room and so much more.  

415 Woodland Avenue, Westfield                                              $650,000.       
Flawlessly blending 1770’s charm with modern conveniences, this en-
chanting Colonial was honored by the Westfield Historic Preservation 
Committee for it’s addition. Exquisite period details, updated kitchen & 
master bath and a view of the golf course, craft an incomparable home.  

22 Fenimore Drive, Scotch Plains                                           $1,150,000.      
Offering a respite to your busy life, this ingeniously laid-out home, has 
separate private spaces on one floor. Enjoy seamless indoor/outdoor liv-
ing in the family room, chef’s kitchen or in the master bedroom suite. The  
professionally landscaped backyard has an in-ground pool and patios.  

629 Stirling Place, Westfield                                       $499,000. 
Just renovated, this conveniently located two-family home poses the ideal 
opportunity to own a home with income potential. Both units have updat-
ed kitchens & baths and sizable bedrooms. The second floor unit has an 
office and the first floor unit has access to the finished basement and yard. 

28 Fairfield Avenue, Cranford                                              $895,000.    
With room to spare, this legal mother/daughter offers a family room  with 
a wall of windows and an updated kitchen. The master bedroom has a full 
bath while the separate suite boasts a living/dining room, kitchen and two 
bedrooms. The rec room and sizable yard add to your living space.  

Richard Kline Impresses at
UCPAC’s Hamilton Stage

Westfield Community Players
Take on Musical Parody

Photo by Richard Kowalski
TOUGH TEACHER…In the play Seminar, a Remo/Foerst production at Hamilton Stage in Rahway, Leonard, played by
Richard Kline, is a writing teacher with a caustic tongue. Rounding out the cast of the show that was presented the first
weekend of January is actor Craig M. Tiede, Kate Pentek, Adriane Spizuoco and Steve Yates who played young writers
looking for encouragement.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Parody is the imi-
tation of the style of a writer, artist, or
genre with deliberate exaggeration
for comic relief. And boy, does The
Musical of Musicals, the Musical by
Eric Rockwell and Joanne Bogart fit
that definition.

Parody might not be every theatre-
goer’s favorite genre, but this pro-
duction by Westfield Community
Players may make some converts.
The two-act show doesn’t take itself
seriously for one moment, so it’s
smooth sailing with chuckles and
guffaws. Structured into five acts, each
one is a short musical skit that pays
homage to the style of a British or
American musical theatre composer
or composer/lyricist. They use the
short but sweet melodrama plot, “I
can’t pay the rent…But you must pay
the rent” and the hero comes in every
time to save the day from the das-
tardly villain. Four multi-talented
actors play versions of the same folks
throughout:  Willy the hero (Chris
James), June, the heroine/ingénue
(Ariella Planas), Jitter the villain
(Zach Love) and Abby - the matron
(Sharon McGuire).

This is a show that needs strong
voices that can handle legit, pop, rock,

opera and Broadway belt equally well.
Thankfully, director Linda Viel has
assembled the team to do it.

“Corn,” the first of the five scenes,
is exactly what the name states. It’s in
Rodgers and Hammerstein style with
allusions to Oklahoma and other well
- known shows. In “Kansas in Au-
gust,” Jitter threatens that June must
marry him if she can’t pay the rent.
Big Willy is torn between his desire to
marry her and give up his carnival-
barker lifestyle (a la Carousel).
Mother Abby, like Mother Superior
in Sound of Music, advises June to
follow her dream complete with hand
gestures to underline the lyrics. It all
leads to a dream ballet and the requi-
site happy ending. Pure sappy Rodgers
and Hammerstein.

Stephen Sondheim is known for
complex lyrics and melodies, so the
scene “A Little Complex” is appro-
priately. Echoes of themes and motifs
from Company, Into the Woods and
especially Sweeney Todd are preva-
lent. It’s set in a New York apartment
complex full of crazies – Jitter, the
loony landlord/artist who (like
Sweeney Todd) plots to murder as
revenge. Mr. Love’s powerful voice
shakes the rafters. The lyrics are, what
else, complex with cacophonous, dis-
sonant music that Sondheim does so
well.

As the segment “Dear Abby” un-
folds, the parallel to the works of
Jerry Herman might be puzzling until
the characters emerge in the all too
familiar staircase entrances of both
Auntie Mame and Dolly Levy from
Hello, Dolly! La Cage aux Folles
references are thrown in for good
measure. The link? Auntie Abby is a
quirky Manhattan socialite who gives
advice to solve her neighbors’ prob-
lems. Ms. McGuire’s costumes in this
segment are two thumbs up for Doris
Dias costumer. And the actress clearly
is having a ball with tongue in cheek
with every ballad or belted song. Oh,
there may or may not be a hilarious
drag queen in this scene.

With so many Broadway hits, An-
drew Lloyd Webber had to be in-
cluded. (Think Jesus Christ Super-
star, Cats, Evita, and The Phantom of
the Opera.) The heroine, now called
Junita, hopes that becoming a super-
star will help her get out of paying the
upcoming rent. Sir Phantom Jitter,
decked out with cape and white half-
face masque, wants her to sing for
him. Yes, it gets corny at times but at
other times is quite clever.

The last segment entitled “Speak-
easy” might not be as familiar to folks
who don’t recognize John Kander
and Fred Ebb’s style in Chicago and
Cabaret. It’s set in the 1930s in Chi-
cago with lots of German names and
accents thrown around. There’s an
emcee type of sleaze ball - life is
depressing, no?

The cast closes the show by singing
“Done”, a take-off on the familiar
“One” from the musical A Chorus
Line.

The cast does an admirable job
with the sometimes-challenging mu-
sic led by music director Remoh
Mosley-Aviles. He plays a mean key-
board even while changing hats, liter-
ally. An untraditional lighting design
presents a problem at times when the
singers’ faces are in the dark.

But the spotlight does shine on this
production through Saturday, Janu-
ary 28. For tickets, visit their website
at westfieldcommunityplayers.org or
call their 24-hour ticket line at (908)
232-1221.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – Actor Richard Kline is
most recognized as the character Larry
Dallas from TV's “Three’s Company”
and two  spin-offs, “The Ropers” and
“Three’s a Crowd” in the ‘70s- ‘80s.
He has spent the subsequent decades
performing in plays and musicals both
on and Off Broadway and touring the
country in shows. He’s acted, directed
and appeared in no less than 75 TV
shows.

Lately, he’s been involved locally in
Rahway’s Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC). In November
and December, he participated as a
judge in the semi-finals and a mentor
to one of the top five finalists in the
finals of Fearless Icon, a singing com-
petition held at UCPAC.  When he was
asked to take the role of Leonard in
Theresa Rebeck’s play Seminar that
was being produced through UCPAC,
he jumped at it.  “I love this play and
was excited to do it,” he said in a short
interview after the final performance
at the Hamilton Stage.

The play, which was presented the
first weekend in January only, had a
short run because of Actor’s Equity

limitations. As a member of that union,
Mr. Kline was only allowed to re-
hearse a handful of dates with the four
actors and was allowed a specific
performance schedule. For the audi-
ences that got to see him in this play
, it was quite a treat.

Set in present day NYC, four young
writers—Kate (Adriana Spizuoco),
Martin (Craig M. Tiede), Douglas
(Steve Yates), and Izzy (Kate Pentek)
pay $5,000 each to have a 10-week
intimate seminar with the famed
writer/teacher Leonard (Mr. King).
Held in Kate's Upper West Side apart-
ment, the sessions don’t go as planned
as tensions escalate because of secret
crushes and not so secret flirtations.
But they are all there to discuss their
writing and because the teacher, who
can’t speak of much except himself,
is a disappointment all around.

Currently, Mr. King in real life is a
teacher of acting and a number of his
students came from NYC and north
Jersey to see his performance. Mr.
King laughed when asked if he was
similar in teaching style in any way to
the character he played. “No, I don’t
believe in belittling or berating stu-
dents to get better work from them,”
he said. “I think this professor doesn’t

care about being likeable at all and, of
course, with my own students, build-
ing a rapport with them is so impor-
tant for them to feel safe in the space
with their fellow actors and me.” In
the play, the teacher criticizes and
demeans his students to get them to
work. That causes them to turn on
each other. “I’m patient when I teach,”
he said, “but I am demanding when I
need to be.”

The play, directed by Brian Remo,
the Artistic Director of UCPAC, and
produced by Jessica Foerst, was one
of their typical productions: first rate
in every respect, from costumes to
staging, to lighting and an amazing,
detailed set.  Mr. Remo assembled a
magical cast capitalizing on the pom-
posity of the character played deli-
ciously by Mr. Yates and the natural
sexiness of Ms. Spizuoco. Ms.
Pentek’s portrayal of Izzy was a cred-
ible bundle of self-doubt mingled with
entitlement. Mr. Tiede handled his
character’s awkwardness and indig-
nation with equal aplomb.

The show was just another indica-
tion that the UCPAC is continuing to
bring big names to the area for con-
certs, comedy nights and, in this in-
stance, quality theatre.

Photo Courtesy of WCP
PLAYING FOR LAUGHS...The cast and musical director (center) of The Musical
of Musicals, the Musical take a bow at the Westfield Community Players Theatre.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cougar senior Tom DiGiovanni
became the eighth individual to
win four Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) wrestling titles and
as expected the Cranford High
School matmen easily captured
their third straight team champi-
onship with a total of 248.5 and
claimed five individual champi-
ons at Union High School on Janu-
ary 14. The Roselle Park Pan-
thers took a distance second at
183.5 and had one champion
and Westfield took third with 153

points and claimed three indi-
vidual champions.

Rahway (R) took fourth with
118 points and claimed two
champs, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders took fifth at
114 with one champ, Governor
Livingston (GL) took sixth at 99,
while Union took seventh and
had one champ. New Providence
(NP) took eighth at 90, Summit
was ninth at 73.5 with one champ
and Linden (L) was 10th at 63.
Others were AL Johnson (ALJ) at
56, Elizabeth (E) at 51, Brearley
(B) at 43 and Plainfield at 4.

Seeded first at 138-lbs,
DiGiovanni received a bye, added
a 9-1 major decision then de-
feated Raider Jack Cannon, 5-0,
in the semifinals to face Summit’s
Phil Angelo. After two scoreless
periods, DiGiovnni managed to
hook his leg securely enough to
slip around Angelo for a reversal
and eke out a 2-1 decision for the
title. For his efforts, DiGiovanni
received the Outstanding Wres-
tler Award for the lower weights.
Cannon went on to finish fourth.

The pressure was definitely on
since DiGiovanni’s first UCT title
was also a 2-1 decision over Angelo
at 113-lbs. His next title came at
120-lbs with a 5-0 decision over
Carmine Boccellari (NP) and last

year he pulled out a 4-3 tiebreaker
over Nic Mele (GL) at 120-lbs.

“It’s all mindset. I have to pic-
ture every match like it’s any
other match. It’s all focus,”
DiGiovanni explained. “It feels
great!”

The finals began at the 160-lb
class and Cougar Brian McGovern
claimed his second UCT title when
he whipped ALJ’s Sebastian
Iakouchevitch to his back in 2:54
with a half nelson.

“I knew I had to be fast, move
my feet a lot. Coach [Justin]
Bonitatis has been helping me
with my movement all year long.
He told me you got to feel the
move. I saw it was there,”
McGovern explained.

Previously, McGovern had
pinned Brian Diaz (R) in 50 sec-
onds and topped Chris Reynolds

(NP), 6-2. Raider Alex Oslislo
took fifth with a 3:43 pin of
Malachi Dye (E).

Cougar senior Vince Concina
convincingly won his first UCT
title and the OW Award (upper
weights) with a pair of pins be-
fore recording three takedowns,
a reversal and a 3-point Turk
nearfall to defeat Quinn Haddad
(GL), 11-4, for the 170-lb crown.
Blue Devil Isaiah Reese defeated
Raider Zach Fleischman, 6-2, in
the 170-lb quarterfinals then af-
ter losing to Concina, he went on
to edge Panther Abel Crespo, 4-
3, then pinned Mike Afolabi (L) in
4:56 to take third.

Seeded first at 182-lbs, Raider
Sam Wustefeld pinned his way to
the championship and he fin-
ished his run when he stopped

DiGIO WINS 4TH; WF’s MILLER, RICCA, HOERLE WIN; COUGARS 5, SPF’s WUSTEFELD WINS

Cougars Retain UCT Crown, Blue Devil Matmen Get Third

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Panther Devin Hillburn in 3:04
with a corkscrew/Jimmy John.

“We call it a Jimmy John. He
rolled to his back and I just tight-
ened it as best as I could,”
Wustefeld described. “It’s awe-
some. I am so excited.”

Wustefeld began his bout with
a chest shoving/leg pick
takedown and a tight two-point
tilt.

“It was more of a pick, go for his
ankle. I tried to get his arm as
hard as I can around his waist
and elevate his body as best as I
can,” he added.

Blue Devil senior Jack Miller,
seeded first at 195-lbs, after pin-
ning Sebastian Morales (L) in
2:17, recorded a couple of side
single-leg takedowns, a reversal
and a figure 4/power half tilt to
emerge with a 12-3 major deci-
sion over Andrew Joachin (NP) to
advance to the finals. Facing
Turner Haddad (GL), Miller es-
caped in the second period and
added a low single takedown in
the third to earn a 3-2 decision
and the crown.

“I was looking for it. I saw it in

the third period. I knew all the
work we do during the season, all
the hard work in practice paid
off,” Miller explained.

For Miller, there are more goals
to attain.

“I want to be a district champ,
a region champ and end my sea-
son on the podium at Atlantic
City,” he said.

Cougar Dylan Budnik placed
third at 195-lbs with an 11-3 win
over Joachin and Raider Ed Smith
took fifth with a 5-2 decision over
Morales.

Blue Devil Phil Ricca claimed
the 220-lb title when he used a
driving half nelson to pin Panther
Vinny Figueredo in 1:46. Previ-
ously, Ricca pinned Marion-Jan
Afante (U) in 1:52 then recorded
a 10-7 decision over Raider Bobby
Mount in the semis. Mount went
on to place fifth with a 6-2 deci-
sion over Vlad Lee (R).

Cougar Alex Esposito recorded
a pair of easy falls (each less than
a minute) to reach the 285-lb
championship bout but he had his
work cut out for him when he
faced big man Dan Tomlinson

(GL). After a scoreless first pe-
riod, Esposito escaped then
Tomlinson escaped in the third to
force overtime. Esposito used his
football skills and took Tomlinson
to the mat with a double-leg tackle
for a 3-1 victory. Esposito also
won the UCT 220-lb title last year.
Summit’s Danny Petrela placed
third at 285-lbs.

“He weighed in at 284.6. My
plan initially was to get him to
the mat and use my speed to get
around him but he knew from
last time that was what I did the
last time [they wrestled]. In the
beginning he shrugged a lot

stayed square. I stayed neutral
and circled. If I went into a head-
lock, you probably wouldn’t be
talking to me right now,” Esposito
said. “Last year I wanted to be
top-3 in the states but now I
want to win it all.”

Because of his freshman sta-
tus, Blue Devil Luke Hoerle was
cast into the sixth seed slot at
106-lbs. It did not seem to mat-
ter, however, as Hoerle pinned
Harrison Kelly (GL) in 22 seconds
then amassed a 19-2 technical
fall over third-seeded John
Palmer (NP) to advance to the
semifinals where he used an ar-
senal of barrel rolls, side-single
takedowns and nearfalls, one with
a double grapevine maneuver,
to add a 19-3 tech fall over sec-
ond-seeded Cougar Pat Kalnins,
who went on to finish third with a
4-3 win over Rebecca Pizuto (Br).

“It’s all about doing it in prac-
tice then putting it into a match.
We have been working on tilts
too. When you work the tilt, you
wait for him to roll through with
it then on the way back you put
the leg on the opposite side,”

Hoerle explained.
His championship bout would

be against top-seeded Panther
Gabe Leo.

“He’s quick. I need to contain
his speed then hopefully I can
get him,” Hoerle said.

Hoerle took Leo to the mat
twice with a snap-and-spin
takedown then added a backdoor
takedown and a slip under
takedown to claim a 10-3 deci-
sion and the title.

Cougar senior Chris Scorese
claimed his third UCT title with a
7-2 decision over Chris Fuschetto
(J) in the 132-lb title bout.
Scorese recorded a takedown,
two escapes and a leg hook/wrist
clamp tilt. Earlier he recorded a
16-1 tech fall in the quarterfinals
and a 1:07 fall over Kevin Bazan
(E) in the semis.

Cougar Anthony Capece was
denied his quest for a second
UCT title when he dropped a 3-1
decision to Rahway’s Sabri
Murray in the 120-lb title bout.
Earlier, Capese had edged Blue
Devil Zach Rabinowitz, 2-1, in

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the semis. Rabinowitz finished
fourth. Raider Justin Sidebottom
placed fifth.

Rahway’s Rhise Royster de-
feated Panther Josh Mejia, 4-0,
for the 126-lb crown and Kyjuan
Hutchins (U) nipped Cougar
Connor Halpin, 5-4, for third place.

Blue Devil freshman CJ
Composto, seeded fourth at 113-
lbs, after pinning Jacob Diana (L)
in 5:01, lost to Panther Mark
Montgomery (the eventual cham-
pion) in the semis. In the
wrestlebacks, Composto pinned
Cougar Evan Kanterman in 3:18
then captured third place when
he pinned Brandon Castelan (E)
with an arm bar/stack in 43 sec-
onds. Kanterman placed fifth.

Summit’s Mike Acitelli claimed
the 145-lb crown with a 7-4 de-
cision over Panther Rene Perez
and Cougar AJ Bencivenga placed
third with a 14-5 major decision
over James Snyder (GL). Union’s
Nick Zuena edged Joe Delia (NP),
8-6, for the 152-lb crown.
Brearley’s Charlie Buckley beat
Cougar Mike Nigro, 9-4, to place
third and Raider Nick Palazzola
placed fifth with a 20-6 major

decision over Alex Dorce (L).
CHAMPIONSHIPS:

160: — McGovern (C) p Iakouchevitch
(J), 2:54
170: — Concina (C) d Haddad (GL) 11-4
182: — Wustefeld (S) p Hillburn (RP)
3:04
195: — Miller (W) d Haddad (GL) 3-2
220: — Ricca (W) p Figueredo (RP) 1:46
Hwt: — Esposito (C) d Tomlinson (GL)
3-1 OT
106: — Hoerle (W) d Leo (RP) 10-3
113: — Montgomery (RP) p Dalmau (R)
:23
120: — Murray (R) d Capece (C) 3-1
126: — Royster (R) d Mejia (RP) 4-0
132: — Scorese (C) d Fuschetto (J) 7-2
138: — DiGiovanni (C) d Angelo (S) 2-1
145: — Acitelli (S) d Perez (RP) 7-4
152: — Zuena (U) d Delia (NP) 8-6

THIRD PLACE:
106: — Pat Kalnins (C)
113: — CJ Composto (W)
120: — Jon Mejia (RP)
126: — Kyjuan Hutchins (U)
132: — Dylan Camillo (RP)
138: — Anthony Santigate (GL)
145: — AJ Bencivenga (C)
152: — Charlie Buckley (Br)
160: — Chris Reynolds (NP)
170: — Isaiah Reese (W)
182: — Doug Chacon (NP)
195: — Dylan Budnik (C)
220: — Amir Lawson (E)
Hwt: — Danny Petrala (S)

More photos next page
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* SPF Raider Boys Remain Undefeated; Defeat Cranford Cougar Cagers, 48-33 *

Story on page 13 of
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Local Flood Control Plan
Could End Flooding for Some

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, New York
District, (Army Corps) presented
its $89 million Tentatively Se-
lected Plan (TSP) for flood risk
management of the Rahway
River Basin, extending from the
Orange Reservoir through
Cranford and to Rahway, last
Wednesday at Union County
College (UCC).

In a map, shown on this page,
the areas in dark blue will see no
flooding in a 25-year flood event
and the area in light blue will see
a reduction in flooding, Ray
Schembri, the Hydraulic Team
Leader for the Army Corps told
The Westfield Leader. Most of
the area in l ight blue is
Nomahegan Park and Lenape
Park.

The majority of the area in

dark blue, within Cranford, is
from approximately Edgewood
Road and Brookdale Avenue at
the Northeast to Herning Av-
enue, down to Normandie Place
and to Springfield Avenue to the
west of the river. “That is the
bulk of the area that floods in
Cranford,” Mr. Schembri said.
Those dark blue and light blue
areas presented on the map (and
extend beyond those parameters
mentioned above) would see
anywhere from about one-half
foot to two feet in a reduction of
flooding in a 25-year storm, he
said.

The plan would allow for the
water at the Orange Reservoir
to be lowered two days in ad-
vance of an expected hurricane,
and the Army Corps has allo-
cated $32 million for that part of
the TSP.

Originally, Lenape Basin was

to have been modified to allow
for the raising of dikes when a
thunderstorm hit, and would
have meant a significant reduc-
tion of flood levels in the town-
ship, Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. told The Leader. The Army
Corps took it out of the TSP and
allocated it to the dam at Or-
ange Reservoir. The township
hopes to make the Lenape
project happen through other
means.

Also, the channelization of the
river in Cranford has been “sig-
nificantly reduced” in the TSP of
Alternative 4 a, Rifat Salim of
the Army Corps told The Leader
since the plan devised about a
year ago because of feedback
from sponsors and stakeholders
in the project.

The trapezoidal design of the
channelization would mean wid-
ening the river banks in some
locations and deepening the river
bed to achieve flood reduction.
The river bed would retain the
natural channel bottom and new
vegetation would be planted to
stabilize the river banks.

A real estate plan, available on
the Army Corps website, shows
113 properties along the river,
including residential and public
owned property, would require
permanent and temporary ease-
ments by the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) to achieve the
channelization. Permanent ease-
ments would equate to on aver-
age of five feet on each side of
the river banks, Ms. Salim told
The Leader.

Those easements would also
mean that permanent docks or
structures would not be allowed
any longer, but the landowner
would be compensated fair mar-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLAN…Alec Peterson of the U.S. Army Corps shows
a map denoting the areas that would see a flood reduction as part of its
channelization of the Rahway River in Cranford. The areas in dark blue would
see no flooding in a 25-year flood event and the area in light blue would see a
reduction in flooding, Ray Schembri, the Hydraulic Team Leader for the Army
Corps, told The Westfield Leader.

Garwood BOE Hears
Policy Governance Overview

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the Tuesday
night meeting of the Garwood
Board of Education (BOE), the
board heard a presentation by
New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation (NJSBA) representative
Gwen Thornton, heard reports
from board members and ap-
proved the payment of the De-
cember bills list in the amount of
$822,777.

BOE President Christine
Guerriero stated that the board
would hold “in-service presenta-
tions within school board meet-
ings two to three times a year.”
She then introduced Ms.
Thornton, stating that she would
be presenting “a review for those
who are new to the board, have
been on the board and as an

FYI.”
Ms. Thornton said the NJSBA

provides support and assistance
for school boards, calling BOEs
“policy-making bodies by de-
sign.” She stated that the “role
and responsibility” of the board
is to create policies based on
district goals and then give the
administration and teaching staff
the responsibility of making the
day-to-day decisions based on
the policies. “You are a policy-
making body and that should be
your primary function,” she said.
“You focus on what goals you
want to achieve and then pass
the responsibility [of achieving
them] on to the administration.”

“No board member has any
authority away from the board
table,” Ms. Thornton said. “The

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
POLICY MAKERS…New Jersey School Boards Association representative
Gwen Thornton, standing, delivers a presentation to the Garwood Board of
Education on Tuesday night regarding their role as policy makers.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ket value, Robert Volden, realty
specialist for the Army Corps told
The Leader. Temporary docks
would be allowed, as well as
recreational use of the river, he
said.

The NJDEP would hold a public
meeting about the real estate
plan, probably in 2018 once the
project partnership agreement
is executed between NJDEP and
the Army Corps, the Chief’s Re-
port is approved, and the TSP
has been optimized, Ms. Salim
said. Also, a letter will be sent
to those affected landowners,
and an acquisition agent would
reach out to the property own-
ers to discuss the easement
prior to work. Construction
would most likely begin in 2020,
Engineer Paul Tumminello, of
programs and project manage-

ment division of the Army Corps,
told The Leader. Much later than
this year that former Cranford
mayor and representative of the
Mayors Council Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control Dan
Aschenbach had said the Coun-
cil had anticipated. Work would
be complete by July 2023, Alec
Peterson of the Army Corps said.

Property owners would be com-
pensated for the land easements.
“The very first offer is the fair
market value the appraiser’s
come up with. That is the start-
ing point,” Mr. Volden said.

“I will go kicking and screaming
to give up 870 square feet of my
riverfront property,” said Terri
Hunsingerof 203 Holly Street (a
37,100-square foot of residen-
tial property according to the tax
map).

“To me that would be awfully
hard to justify to 100-plus
homeowners who bought on the
river to have access to docks on
the river to then have a perma-
nent easement without a dock…,”
Ms. Hunsinger said.

“You still own that property the
easement is on. It provides the
government ability to go in and
maintain that channel,” Mr.
Volden said.

Also, Cranford Canoe Club
would still be able to operate,
Mayor Hannen told The Leader.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski who attended the
meeting, told The Leader, “To let
it go would be a loss.”

“I seriously hope everyone gets
approval for this plan… To do
nothing would be wrong,” Ms.
Kowalski said.

Public comments can be made
to the Army Corps no later than
Tuesday, February 7. Details can
be found at
www.nan.usace.army.mi l/
Rahway.

board, not board members, have
authority.” She reminded the BOE
that its role is to represent
Garwood and its students. “The
challenge is learning balance be-
tween micro-managing or ap-
pearing to the public as a bobble-
head,” she said.

Ms. Thornton stressed to the
BOE that communication is “ab-
solutely critical.” She continued
by saying that there should be
“appropriate lines of communi-
cation between board members,
administration and the public.”
She reminded the board that
executive session items should
“remain there” until it is deter-
mined if they can be made public
or not.

“Boards of Education are not
the solution,” Ms. Thornton told
the board. “You are not problem
solvers. You provide people with
information to solve their prob-
lems or get the answers for them.
Your role is to identify problems
and issues. Not offer solutions.”

Ms. Thornton concluded her
presentation by stating that the
board should abide by the code
of ethics, ask questions, oversee
but not micromanage and pro-
vide frequent updates to the com-
munity. “Your view is from the
balcony,” she said. “Looking at
the organization from above, but
not getting into the weeds.”

In other news, board member
Susan Groning reported that
Garwood’s Standard & Poor’s rat-
ing went from an A+ to an AA-.
“An AA- rating is actually better,”
she said. “If we ever go out for a
bond, we become more favor-
able and perhaps would get a
better interest rate.”

Superintendent Teresa Quigley
reported that between Septem-
ber 1, 2016 and December 31,
2016, there were three incidents
of violence and vandalism. There
were nine incidents of reported
HIB (harassment, intimidation
and bullying) in which three were

considered HIB. Superintendent
Quigley asked Lincoln School
Principal Mary Emmons to ex-
plain HIB, which Ms. Emmons
said is defined by distinguishing
if the incident is motivated by
race, gender identity, special-
education needs or background,
among other factors. Ms.
Emmons also said to be consid-
ered HIB, the incident has to
interfere with the education pro-
cess.

Ms. Emmons read a letter she
received congratulating Garwood
on being recognized as a “top
nationwide collector of Little
Bites.” Superintendent Quigley
explained that Little Bites is a
“company that recycles things
people don’t usually think about
recycling.” Lincoln School stu-
dents have been collecting the
bags that contain mini-muffins
and sending them back to the
company, which recycles them.

Delivering her first report as a
board member, Tina Simitz
stated that the Education Com-
mittee discussed the NJQSAC
(New Jersey Quality Single Ac-
countability Continuum). She re-
ported that the NJQSAC comes
in once a year to review five
components including instruction
and program, fiscal accountabil-
ity, governance, personnel and
operations. Ms. Simitz said that
Superintendent Quigley is work-
ing on scheduling the review.

Ms. Simitz stated that Garwood
received its school self-assess-
ment as part of the Anti-Bullying
Bill of Rights Act. “Each school’s
grade is a raw score from zero to
78,” she said. “Garwood scored a
75.”

The board approved the
Chromebook Club and the Mu-
sic/Glee Club after school pro-
grams. Ms. Simitz said the
Chromebook Club is for students
in the fourth grade and will be
run by Mary Buono. The Music/
Glee Club is for middle-school

students in grades 6 through 8
and will be run by Armando
Gonzalez. “Mr. G will offer this to
kids who like to sing for fun,” she
said.

Board member Tracey Roland
reported that a recent fundraiser
for the Education Foundation of
Garwood (EFG) raised $350. She
asked that residents “save the
date” for the Annual EFG Dinner
to be held on Thursday, April 27,
at The Westwood, at which time
Garwood’s Person of the Year
and Educator of the Year will be
announced. More details will be
given at an upcoming meeting.

The next meeting of the
Garwood Board of Education will
be held on Tuesday, February
21, at 7:30 p.m., at Lincoln
School, located at 400 Second
Avenue.

Control Plan Could End FloodingGarwood BOE Hears Policy Governance Overview

Soup-Chili Festival on Tap
At Cranford Church Feb. 4
CRANFORD — The Cranford

United Methodist Church will host
a Souper-Bowl Soup and Chili
Festival on Saturday, February
4. Twelve homemade soups and
chili varieties will be available for
takeout, ready the day before
Super Bowl 51. Interested per-
sons are encouraged to place
their orders early.

Pints and Quarts of the follow-
ing soups and chilis will be avail-
able for $4 and $8 each: Potato
Cheddar with Bacon Soup; Po-
tato Cheddar (no bacon); Smokin’
Beef Chili (spicy); Beefy Bean
Chili (mild); Chicken Corn Chow-
der; Cheeseburger Soup; Tomato
Basil Soup; Turkey Vegetable
Soup; Vegetarian Vegetable
Soup; Italian Wedding Soup;
Vegan Pea Soup, and Grandma
Lilly’s Chicken Soup.

Customers can download the

order form from the church
website, cranfordumc.com, fill it
in, enclose a check payable to
CUMC and mail it to: Cranford
United Methodist Church, Souper-
Bowl Team, 201 Lincoln Avenue
East, Cranford, N.J. 07016. Pre-
paid advance orders will be avail-
able for pickup at the event. Pre-
paid advance orders must be re-
ceived by mail or dropped off at
the church office by Thursday,
February 2. However, walk-ins
also will be welcome.

Orders can be picked up on
February 4 from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. in the kitchen of the church’s
education building at 201 Lincoln
Avenue, at the corner of Walnut
and Lincoln Avenues, Cranford.
There is plenty of free parking.
For more information, call Marti
at (908) 276-0936 or send an e-
mail to office@cranfordumc.com. Probitas Verus Honos
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CRANFORD
Monday, January 9, Jennifer

Hornsby, 46, of Garwood, was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) of sus-
pected cocaine and heroin and
possession of drug parapherna-
lia after police responded to a
South Avenue business on a re-
port of a suspicious occupied
motor vehicle. Police located the
occupied vehicle running in the
parking lot. Following an on-
scene investigation police located
cocaine and heroin inside the
vehicle. The driver, Hornsby, was
arrested, processed, and re-
leased pending a Superior Court
appearance. Hornsby was also
issued a motor vehicle summons
for possessing a CDS inside a
motor vehicle.

Tuesday, January 10, Rodney
Bullock, 60, of Monroe, was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance of suspected cocaine
and heroin, possession of drug
paraphernalia and driving while
intoxicated (DWI). While on rou-
tine patrol in the area of Centen-
nial Avenue and East South Av-
enue police noticed that the driver
of a 2000 Honda was passed out
behind the wheel. Following an
investigation at the scene, police
located heroin and cocaine in the
vehicle. Furthermore, it was de-
termined that the driver, Bul-
lock, was operating the vehicle
while impaired. Bullock was sub-
sequently arrested, processed,
and released to a friend pending
a Superior Court appearance.
Bullock was issued a motor ve-
hicle summonses for driving while
intoxicated and possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, January 11,
Jackelyn McCann, 29, of
Dunellen, was arrested and
charged for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance of
suspected cocaine and heroin,
possession of drug parapherna-

lia and contempt of court. During
a traffic safety checkpoint, a 2013
BMW was stopped for an expired
temporary registration. During
the course of the investigation
police located cocaine and heroin
inside the vehicle. A passenger,
McCann, was arrested, pro-
cessed, and released pending a
Superior Court appearance. The
driver was issued a motor ve-
hicle summonses for driving while
suspended, unclear plates, and
unregistered motor vehicle.

Saturday, January 14, Jonathan
Washington, 31, of Irvington, was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of marijuana (under 50
grams), possession of drug para-
phernalia and contempt of court
after a motor vehicle stop at
Centennial Avenue and Jackson
Drive for an equipment violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene police located marijuana
inside the vehicle. A passenger,
Washington, was arrested, pro-
cessed, and turned over to the
Mahwah Police Department on
an active traffic warrant. The
driver was issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for improper win-
dow tint.

Saturday, January 14, Brieri
Ake, 27, of Newark, was arrested
and charged with possession of
marijuana (under 50 grams) and
possession of paraphernalia af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East North Av-
enue and Carpenter Place for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police
located marijuana on the driver,
Ake. Ake was arrested, pro-
cessed, and released pending a
municipal court appearance. Ake
was also issued motor vehicle
summonses for failure to wear a
seatbelt, and possessing a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

Sunday, January 15, Olivia
Tevlin, 19, of Linden, was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) of suspected
cocaine, heroin and psilocybin
mushrooms and possession of

drug paraphernalia after a motor
vehicle stop at the intersection of
Raritan Road and Centennial Av-
enue for an inspection violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police located various nar-
cotics inside the vehicle. Discov-
ered inside the vehicle were sus-
pected cocaine, heroin, and psilo-
cybin mushrooms. Tevlin, was
arrested, processed, and re-
leased pending a Superior Court
appearance. Tevlin was also is-
sued motor vehicle summonses
for possessing a CDS inside a
motor vehicle, and failure to in-
spect a motor vehicle.

Sunday, January 15, Christo-
pher Brown, 18, of Cranford,
was arrested for driving under
the influence (DUI) while under-
age following a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Lex-
ington Avenue and Glenn Av-
enue for a stop sign violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police determined that
the driver, Brown, was operat-
ing the motor vehicle while in-
toxicated underage. Brown was
arrested, processed, and re-
leased to a friend pending a
municipal court appearance.
Brown was also issued motor
vehicle summonses for failing to
stop at a stop sign, and operat-
ing a motor vehicle while con-
suming alcohol underage.

Sunday, January 15, Freddy
Aybar, 28, of Hillside, was ar-
rested for possession of mari-
juana (under 50 grams), pos-
session of paraphernalia, driv-
ing while intoxicated, and ob-
struction of the administration
of law after a motor vehicle stop
at the intersection of Cherokee
Road and Mohawk Drive for a
traffic signal violation. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene,
police determined that Aybar
was Driving While Intoxicated
(DWI). As police escorted Aybar
from the vehicle, police ob-
served Aybar

Trinity Episcopal to Sell
‘Loaves of Love’ Sunday

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will sell
“Loaves of Love” this Sunday,
January 22, in Sherlock Hall from
11 a.m. to noon. This event will
raise money for the AIDS Re-
source Foundation’s St. Clare’s
Homes for Children who have
specialized medical needs.

“The ‘Loaves of Love’ are a
variety of homemade breads
made by Trinity parishioners,”
said Marion Nechuta, chairper-
son of Trinity’s Outreach Com-
mittee. “We invite everyone to
come and buy a delicious loaf of
bread for such a worthy cause.”
For additional information, call
(908) 276-4047.

The AIDS Resource Founda-
tion for Children (ARFC) was
founded in 1985 by Terry and
Faye Zealand after being moved

by the plight of a 2-year-old
HIV-positive orphan living in
the hospital. St. Clare’s opened
its doors in May 1987 to its first
child, a two-month-old girl with
HIV, followed by four other chil-
dren under the age of 6. This
home has been identified as
the first transitional care facil-
ity in the nation for children
with HIV/AIDS, giving aban-
doned HIV-positive babies a
loving home away from at-risk
living situations. Today there
are three St. Clare’s Homes For
Children, in Elizabeth, Jersey
City and Neptune, addressing
the transitional needs of the
most vulnerable children. They
have provided homes to more
than 1,700 youngsters. For
more information about ARFC
and St. Clare’s Homes, visit
aidsresource.org/.

Auditions for the Musical
9 to 5 at CDC Theatre

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre in
Cranford, New Jersey’s oldest
continuously producing commu-
nity theatre, will be holding open
auditions for the musical 9 to 5 at
the theatre’s 78 Winans Ave.
home.

Auditions will be Wednesday,
February 15 from 7:30 to 10pm
and Saturday, February 18, from
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. with Callbacks
on Tuesday, February 21 from
7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. The show
will run from May 5 to 20, 2017.
Interested performers are asked
to prepare 32 bars of a song of
your choice. There will be no
initial dance audition. Additional
information can be found by vis-
iting www.cdctheatre.org.

9 to 5 The Musical, with music
and lyrics by Dolly Parton and

book by Patricia Resnick, is based
on the seminal 1980 hit movie.
Set in the late 1970s. This hilari-
ous story of friendship and re-
venge in the Rolodex era is out-
rageous, thought-provoking and
even a little romantic. Pushed to
the boiling point, three female
coworkers concoct a plan to get
even with the sexist, egotistical,
lying, hypocritical bigot they call
their boss. In a hilarious turn of
events, Violet, Judy and Doralee
live out their wildest fantasy –
giving their boss the boot! While
Hart remains “otherwise en-
gaged,” the women give their
workplace a dream makeover,
taking control of the company
that had always kept them down.
Hey, a girl can scheme, can’t
she?

Probitas Verus Honos
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Won’t You Consider Becoming
Member of Garwood Green Team?

Do you want to help Garwood
go green, save money, and sus-
tain our quality of life? If so, you
can join the team that can make
this happen! We are seeking vol-
unteers to be a part of Garwood’s
first ever Green Team!

This is an evolution of the idea
for a beautification committee,
put forth by the Blumenstock-
Lazarow Democratic campaign
this past fall. We recognize that
volunteerism is a major asset of
any community and we would
like to continue to tap into that
spirit. In Garwood, we are fortu-
nate to have so many people
volunteer time from their busy
lives to join organizations, from
the fire department to the first
aid squad to the Celebrations
Committee and much more. In
keeping with our Garwood spirit
of volunteerism, we ask you to
consider joining this new group.

The Green Team is the first
step in working to receive grant
money from Sustainable Jersey,
a non-profit. Its mission is to
help municipalities that want to
go green, save money, and take
steps to sustain the quality of life
over the long term. Right now,
Garwood is a participating com-

munity, but we still need to get
certified in order to be eligible to
receive grants. One hundred and
fifty-nine New Jersey municipali-
ties have earned Bronze certifi-
cation and 46 are Silver. A couple
of our neighboring communities,
Cranford and Fanwood, are cer-
tified Bronze, and we would like
to see Garwood join that list.

In addition to taking action to
help make Garwood even more
aesthetically pleasing, this team
will help promote shopping local,
becoming more environmentally
friendly, and increasing commu-
nication with the public.

For more information, please
visit http://
www.sustainablejersey.com/.
We hope you will join us in this
endeavor! If you are interested
in joining the Green Team, please
contact Mayor Lombardo at
(908)789-0508 or
clombardo@garwood.org.

Council President Sara Todisco
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock

Councilman Marc Lazarow
Garwood

Further Information Offered
On Flood Mitigation Plan

I wanted to add to the informa-
tive Westfield Leader article from
last week about the Rahway River
Flood Mitigation Plan. There will
be more specific outreach soon to
homeowners to inform more spe-
cifically the details. The
channelization work done in
Cranford includes (from page 134
of USACES Feasibility study) “the
majority of work involves modifi-
cation of the channel bottom. Spe-
cifically, excavation will be per-
formed to increase the depth of
the river by two feet and to in-
crease the bottom width to 35 to
45 feet. There will be some work
along the riverbanks to create a
bank slope of IV:2.5H. However,
the average top width of the
Rahway River within the footprint
of the channel modification is 70
feet.” The channelization project
is to be done within the river and
along riverbanks.

There has been sensitivity to
this since the properties that abut
the river are residential proper-
ties for the most part. Questions
about easements can’t be deter-
mined yet since no property sur-
veys have been done, but again,
the project scope is expected to
be in the river and along the
riverbanks.

The channelization and the

modifications to the Orange Res-
ervoir Dam are expected to pro-
vide material additional capacity
so residents are more protected
from storms. The US Army Corps
of Engineers and N.J. State DEP
both state that the Rahway River
Flood Mitigation plan will not re-
solve all flooding issues. But there
is material improvement from plan
implementation providing more
resiliency against future events.
But communities, especially those
which drain into the Rahway River
and Lenape Park, need to do more
as well. Communities such as
Mountainside and Westfield, while
meeting state statutes, contrib-
ute runoff that is not mitigated.
Planning and zoning boards should
go beyond existing requirements,
such as requiring storm water
management plans for smaller
development projects. Commu-
nities should also expand their
participation in more robust de-
velopment retention facilities and
on a smaller scale rain gardens.

US Army Corps of Engineers
extended the public comment
period on the plan to February 7
to ensure all who wanted to com-
ment had time to do so. Please
urge your support.

Dan Aschenbach
Former Cranford Mayor

Correction Requested Re Headline
On Garwood Planning Bd. Article

Once again, a Garwood resi-
dent has to request a correction
from The Westfield Leader edito-
rial staff. I trust that things will
improve in 2017.

Please be advised that while
the new reporter assigned to
Garwood’s board meetings re-
ported on the December Plan-
ning Board meeting application
for 3 Lincoln Avenue correctly,
the headline, “Planning Bd. De-
nies Appeal For Paved Parking
Lot,” is incorrect. The reporter
correctly referred to a request

that the applicant “reconsider and
withdraw his appeal”… “he
agreed.” Contrary to the editor’s
headline, the Garwood Planning
Board never actually took a vote
on this application. The applicant
agreed to withdraw the applica-
tion and submit a site plan at a
future date. The board looks for-
ward to receiving and hearing
this application at a future date.
We trust that future headlines
will be correct.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Library Friends Hold
Membership Drive

CRANFORD — The annual mem-
bership drive of the Friends of the
Cranford Public Library is under-
way. Founded in 1979, the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library sup-
port the library in dozens of ways,
including sponsorship of the in-
ternational film series, the adult,
teen and children’s summer read-
ing programs, the adult winter
reading program, the Literary Café
book discussion program, play
readings by the Theater Project
and story time yoga sessions for
children.

The Friends also purchase fur-
niture and equipment for the li-
brary, fund an annual library stud-
ies scholarship and fund the
library’s highly popular museum
pass and book club kit programs.
In addition, the Friends make
substantial contributions to the
library book budget.

The Friends ask that members
of the community help support
the library by becoming a mem-
ber of the group or by renewing
their membership. The annual
membership fee is $10, and $5
for senior citizens and students.
Membership in the Friends in-
cludes mailings of The Reader,
the joint, bi-monthly newsletter
of the library and the Friends.

Membership applications are
available at the main desk of the
library and also can be found at
cranfordlibrary.org/friends.php.
The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue.

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
the public to enjoy an evening of
doo-wop music featuring Re-
MemberThen on Monday, Janu-
ary 30, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place in the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue.

Re-MemberThen, a five-man
group based in Piscataway, was

formed in 2011. The group has
appeared on Sam Edwards’ Read-
ing, Pa.-based doo-wop television
show and made many appearances
on “The Doo-Wop Drive” radio
show, hosted by Alan David Stein.
The ensemble’s first big event was
a performance at the Doo Wop
Festival at Penns Landing, Pa.

Re-MemberThen has twice won
Don K. Reed’s a cappella show-

down at the Izod Center, in 2012
and 2014. As winners, the group
went on to open the Nader Doo-
Wop Spectacular at the Meadow-
lands, which included such no-
table acts as Lou Christie, the
Capris, Kenny Vance and the
Planotones, and Tommy Mara and
the Crests.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome.

Local Letters to the Editor

Friends of Cranford Library Set Re-MemberThen Due For Doo-Wop

Probitas Verus Honos
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Literacy New Jersey Plans
Tutor Training Sessions

CRANFORD — Literacy New Jer-
sey (LNJ) is dedicated to provid-
ing free, student-centered tutor-
ing services to adults who
struggle with reading, writing and
speaking English. Registration is
now open for its Winter 2017
Tutor Training classes.

Classes will take place from 7 to
9:30 p.m. on the following dates:
Tuesday, January 24; Thursday,
January 26; Tuesday, January 31;
Thursday, February 2, and Tues-
day, February 7. All sessions will
be held at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, except for the Thurs-
day, February 2 class, which will
take place at Summit High School,
located on Kent Place Boulevard,
Summit.

After completing the five train-
ing sessions, volunteer tutors are
matched with a small group of
students from the growing wait-
ing list of adults who need to
improve their literacy skills. Tu-
tors meet with their students in a
public place, usually a Union
County library, for two hours each
week. New volunteers are asked

to make a commitment of at
least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervi-
sion and support to tutors in the
form of free Professional Devel-
opment workshops on specific
topics such as Health Literacy,
Learning Disabilities, Financial
Literacy and ESL Conversation
and Small Group Instruction.

To volunteer, individuals must
be at least 18 years old, able to
speak and read English and will-
ing to tutor in Union County.
Volunteers do not need to have
any teaching experience and do
not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. The training will provide
volunteers with techniques and
strategies for working with adult
learners, as well as sample in-
structional materials and activi-
ties.

There is a $45 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost
of materials distributed to new
volunteers. For more informa-
tion, or to register, call Literacy
New Jersey at (908) 486-1777
or e-mail Nancy Lama at
nlama@literacynj.org.

CHRISTMAS CHEER...The Cranford Jaycees donated a variety of toys and
clothing to brighten the holidays for people served by the Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen in Elizabeth, which held a Christmas Bash on December 20 and also
hosted 64 people on Christmas Day.

CRANFORD — The Cranford-
Elmora Soup Kitchen held an-
other successful Christmas spec-
tacular on December 20, which
included donations from various
organizations and businesses.
Among them, the Food Empo-
rium in Garwood donated 140
boxes of assorted cookies for
guests to take with them to cel-
ebrate the holidays.

The Cranford Jaycees also were
present to assist with the festivi-
ties. For about four years, the
group has helped with delivering
toys and clothing through the
Union County area in conjunc-
tion with the Cranford Police
Department and Fire Depart-
ment. This year, they have col-
lected about 1,000 toys for vari-
ous churches and organizations,
including Toys for Tots and the
Overlook Medical Center pediat-
ric burn unit.

During the December 20 event,

various clothing, including hats
and scarves provided by the
Cranford Jaycees in conjunction
with Target in Clark, were avail-
able for guests to sort through
and take. Each guest also was
allowed to take home one do-
nated toy, ranging from Star Wars
toys to dolls.

The Cranford High School Mad-
rigal Choir, led by Anthony
Rafaniello, performed Christmas
carols, including having some of
the guests join in on the fun.
Finally, Santa visited, handing
out toys to the children and tak-
ing pictures.

Guests enjoyed a bountiful meal
of barbecue chicken, salad, stuff-
ing, oranges, cake from Pinho’s
Bakery in Roselle, buttered bread,
chocolate Santas and candy
canes.

On Christmas Day, the soup
kitchen was again in full swing.
Sixty-four guests arrived and

dined on a meal of macaroni and
cheese, while enjoying the wel-
coming company.

The soup kitchen accepts dona-
tions of socks, full size bars of
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
deodorant, washcloths, face tow-
els, other basic essentials and fund-
ing. To donate to the Cranford-
Elmora Soup Kitchen, contact the
First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford at (908) 276-8440.

The Cranford-Elmora Soup
Kitchen, located at 402 Union
Avenue, Elizabeth, began March
12, 1989 with the idea that a
group of people could put a few
sandwiches together to feed the
hungry. Today, the strictly-vol-
unteer soup kitchen has served
more than 100,000 hot meals to
the financially distressed in the
Elizabeth area.

The program’s basic objective
is to provide nutritious meals
that one would find at home in a
friendly atmosphere while edu-
cating volunteers, many of them
children, about teamwork and
how to care for their fellow hu-
man beings.

Cranford-Elmora Soup Kitchen
Makes Christmas Holiday Bright

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will welcome back
Rick Mikula, known as “The But-
terfly Guy,” on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11, at 10 a.m. Mr. Mikula will
present a program entitled “Fun
With Bugs (Even in the Snow!)” at
the Cranford Community Center.

During this event Mr. Mikula
will cover the amazing insects
that live in local backyards and
parks. He will show attendees
how to locate and appreciate in-
sects in the winter and even in
the snowy weather. Mr. Mikula
will showcase live butterflies and
demonstrate just how easy it is
to care for them. This program is

free and is designed to appeal to
insect lovers of all ages.

For more than 35 years, Mr.
Mikula has been engaging audi-
ences with his humorous way of
looking at butterflies. He cur-
rently is president of Butterfly
Rescue International and serves
as a consultant to both the Asso-
ciation for Butterflies and The
International Butterfly Breeders
Association. Mr. Mikula also is
the pioneer and inventor of re-
leasing butterflies at weddings
and funerals and has helped to
make it a global phenomenon.
He wrote the award-winning “The
Family Butterfly Book” and has

‘Butterfly Guy’ to Return for ‘Fun With Bugs’
designed several live butterfly
exhibits including the Hershey
Butterfly House, the exhibit at
Clyde Peeling’s Reptiland and at
Dollywood. To learn more about
Mr. Mikula, visit his website,
butterflyrick.com.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. No registration is required,
but seating is available on a first-
come, first-served basis, so in-
terested persons are encouraged
to arrive early. For more informa-
tion on the Hanson Park Conser-
vancy, visit its website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or
like the organization on Facebook.
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