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Garwood Council Welcomes New
Members; Names Todisco President

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Jen Blumenstock
and Marc Lazarow were sworn in,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco was
named council president and 2017
appointments were announced at the
Tuesday night reorganization meet-
ing of the Garwood Council,.

Union County Sherriff Joseph
Cryan administered the oath of office
to Mrs. Blumenstock who was sur-
rounded by her husband, Andrew,

and daughters, Lena and Cecilia. Mr.
Lazarow’s husband, James Hart, stood
by his side as he took his oath of
office, also administered by Sherriff
Cryan.

After taking their seats at the dais,
Councilwoman Blumenstock ad-
dressed those in attendance stating,
“I’d like to thank my daughters Lena
and Cece, who were such good sports,
joining me on walks around town and
who I know understand why mommy
thought this was such an important
thing to do.”

She continued by thanking her par-
ents and siblings for their support.
“You watched my kids, came to our
events, but most importantly you
propped me up with advice and un-
derstanding,” she said. She also
thanked her husband, Andrew, call-
ing him an “amazing campaign man-
ager” and recognized him for his hard
work on the campaign trail and for
supporting her during her “crazy
schedule” while campaigning. “I
know [he] will always be there for me
as I take on what’s likely to be an even
crazier schedule,” she stated.

After thanking the mayor, council
and the residents of Garwood for their
support, she addressed her plan to
“ensure our budget and the budget-
setting process” is transparent.

“I would like to respectfully re-
quest that the Finance Committee
consider instituting ‘Breaking Down
the Budget’ Town Hall sessions, as
I’ve coined them,” Councilwoman
Blumenstock continued. She ex-
plained that the sessions would be a
forum to “dissect the budget’s inner
workings,” while providing an op-
portunity for residents “to have their
voices heard.”

She concluded by stating, “As we
go through the next year, I want the
residents to never hesitate to contact
me with questions, thoughts or ideas.
I am positive this year will bring great
things to Garwood and I am honored
to be a part of it.”

“What an honor and privilege to be
bestowed with the power to represent
the citizens of Garwood,” Council-
man Lazarow said addressing the
crowd. He recognized his husband,
James, stating how much he “loves
and values him” calling him “an an-
chor in a sea of turbulent campaign
storms.” He stated how grateful he
was for the mayor and council. “I
truly look forward to learning from
your experiences and insights to help
guide me in becoming an effective
legislator,” Councilman Lazarow
said.

Mayor: Westfield Can Emerge
‘Stronger Than Ever’ In 2017

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD–The future of the
downtown was a focus of Mayor Andy
Skibitsky in his 12th State of the
Town address Tuesday.

As Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El said in his invocation, “In
2017, we have to increase the light,”
Mayor Skibitsky also saw hope for a
bright future for the downtown.

While he noted storefront vacan-
cies, he went on to say, “There are
more strengths and positives than
there are weaknesses and negatives.
It may take a little time, but I am
confident that we will emerge from
this readjustment period just as strong
if not stronger than ever.”

The town council, staff and town
planner, along with an outside con-
sultant, have joined the efforts of the
Downtown Task Force to set goals
for the central business district, Mayor
Skibitsky said. Late last year, the town
agreed to hire an outside develop-
ment consultant for about $2,000 to
have outside expertise to assist the
town and the town planner in review-
ing ordinances that may aid in filling
those vacancies downtown, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea told The
Westfield Leader.

However, the mayor noted, it will
not be a “quick fix” but rather the
town will proceed “systematically and
strategically.”

While the retail paradigm has

shifted, Mayor Skibitsky said
Westfield is a “preeminent destina-
tion for dining, shopping, arts and
entertainment.”

The recent new developments and
property investments, and businesses
and restaurants in town, Mayor Skib-
itsky noted, as well as the staying
power of some one-third of down-
town businesses, are signs of
Westfield’s strengths. Also, public
projects that will positively impact
the downtown, he noted, included the
restoration of Mindowaskin Park
Pond, the pedestrian safety impact of
the new intersection of North Avenue
and Elm Street, improvements to the
parking lot across from the post of-
fice and new parking meters.

In addition to a focus on making the
downtown thrive, the overall quality
of life of its residents is enhanced,
Mayor Skibitsky said, by planting
500 trees and landscaping, as well as
installing new bathrooms at Memo-
rial Park and new bleachers at parks.

The town’s AAA rating by Stan-
dard and Poor’s was stated as Mayor
Skibitsky began his address, noting
that Westfield is one of only 17 of 565
municipalities in the state to carry the
AAA rating. “Certainly such an en-
dorsement of the town’s fiscal man-
agement by an impartial source is
reassuring news to our residents,”
Mayor Skibitsky said.

“In closing let’s remember that the
true state of the town and what really
defines us as a community are the
people,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

Before beginning his address
Mayor Skibitsky thanked the council
members and former Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins, who resigned last
year when her job took her to another
state. “We serve out of the genuine
love of our town and appreciation for
how fortunate we are to live here,” the

Cranford ‘Deal’ to Buy
Birchwood Property OK’d

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee last Wednesday agreed, by a 4-
to-1 vote, to “enact a deal,” with S.
Hekemian Group to buy 215-235
Birchwood Avenue, about 16 acres,
for $18.5 million.

Andis Kalnis, in his last days as
mayor, said the acquisition was being
done in order to reduce the number of
apartments on the site by 37 percent
and thereby lessen the impact on the
schools, traffic and the sanitary sewer
system, when the township resells the
land.

How the reduction of units and an
intent for additional storm water man-
agement will impact flooding in the
flood plain has not been determined
by the township. The township is hop-
ing to lessen the number of units from
360 to 225, with a portion to be af-
fordable housing, and keep part of the
land for flood mitigation.

The bond ordinance that was passed
on final reading last Wednesday in-
cludes $500,000 earmarked for fees
associated with the sale. Commis-
sioner Patrick Giblin was the sole
commissioner who voted against the
ordinance, saying “this transaction
puts the town at a considerable risk”
and the revenue to the township will
be less because of a tax abatement.
This debt would bring Cranford’s to-
tal debt to about $77 million, he said.

Resident Joe LoGiudice of
Wadsworth Terrace, whose home
abuts the Birchwood property, who in
past comments has said any develop-
ment would cause worse flooding,
commended the township for reduc-
ing the number of units.

 “I believe this proposal is our best
option,” he said. “Any reduction in
density is better,” because of the costs
to services associated with the larger

development.
The S. Hekemian Group of

Paramus, aka Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), bought the prop-
erty in October 2008 for $8 million,
won a builder’s remedy lawsuit in
2011 and the subsequent appeals, and
is now profiting some $10 million
(not including expenses incurred on
the project) buy selling the land to the
township. Any developer who buys
the land from the township is to ben-
efit from a tax abatement by way of a
Payment in Lieu of Taxes Program
(PILOT) the township is looking to
provide.

Hekemian has the option to buy the
property back at $14.1 million from
the township within 18 months should
the township not be able to sell it, and
have the advantage of the tax abate-
ment, the committee said.

Resident Chris Ashrafi said to the
committee, “Please don’t incentivize
builders. They don’t need it.”

“The market rate tax bill on 225
units is about $1.6 million… under
the PILOT the developer would be
paying 35 to 55 percent of that bill,”
Commissioner Giblin said.

“Will it cover debt service? I ex-
cept it would — but does it cover
everything else (services, school ex-
penses, etc.)? I don’t think it would,”
Mr. Giblin said.

Interest costs and professional fees
would be incurred as well, Commis-
sioner  Thomas H. Hannen Jr. said.

The township had the land ap-
praised at $19.5 million based on the
360 units, by township-appointed
appraiser Joe Baldoni, Mr. Kalnins
said.

Resident Kelly Gorman of Orange
Avenue, a commercial real estate ap-
praiser himself, questioned the as-
sessment. “The price seems very
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Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER YEAR ON COUNCIL…Superior Court Judge Mark Ciarrocca administers the oath of office to Westfield
Second Ward Councilman Ken Donnelly at Tuesday night’s reganization meeting as his children hold the bible. Mr. Donnelly
was appointed last year  and, subsequently, elected in Novenber to complete an unexpired term on the town council.

Betsey Burgdorf  for The Westfield Leader
IT'S OFFICIAL...Garwood Councilman Marc Lazarow, center, is sworn in
Tuesday night by Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, left, at the Borough
Council reorganization meeting as his husband, James Hart, looks on.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
MR. DEPUTY MAYOR…Commissioner Patrick Giblin  is sworn in as Cranford
deputy mayor for 2017 by his father, Assemblyman Thomas P. Giblin (D-34th,
Clifton), left,  at Tuesday night’s reganization meeting.

Christine M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SUPPORTING BIRCHWOOD DEAL...Cranford Township Committeeman John
Mallon, who is no longer a member of the committee, speaks during last week’s
meeting where the governing body voted, 4-to-1, to buy the 16-acre Birchwood
Avenue property from S. Hekemian Group for $18.5 million and to reduce the
density on the site from 360 to 225 units. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Cranford Reorg. Meeting
Highlights Appointments

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee held its annual reorgani-
zation meeting Tuesday, in which
Commissioner Thomas Hannen was
sworn in as mayor for 2017, Com-
missioner Patrick Giblin as deputy
mayor, and Ann Dooley began her
first three-year term on the commit-
tee, giving Democrats a 3-to-2 ma-
jority in 2017. Republican Mary
O’Connor was sworn in for a new
term on the committee.

During the meeting, the govern-
ing body approved mayoral appoint-
ments for township committee mem-
bers, planning board, library board,
Emergency Management Council,
Environmental Commission, His-
toric Preservation Advisory Board,
Tree Advisory Board and Board of
Education Liaison.

The township committee ap-
proved 90 resolutions. One resolu-
tion was not approved unanimously,

although a unanimous vote was not
needed for approval. Commissioner
Andis Kalnins, one of two Republi-
cans on the committee, voted against
the appointment of Ryan J. Cooper
as township attorney for one year.

Mr. Kalnins cited Mr. Cooper’s
inexperience in municipal law at
such a critical time with the
Birchwood Avenue development,
which the township is purchasing
for $18.5 million. He said an astute
and seasoned “municipal special-
ized” attorney is needed in negotia-
tions with development companies
moving forward. Mr. Kalnins noted
such training as a necessity in pos-
sibly saving the township money.

Ms. Dooley, an attorney, said Mr.
Cooper has unique and pertinent
experience in both municipal law as
well as much-needed experience in
privacy, Cybersecurity and
eDiscovery.

Ms. Dooley and fellow Com-
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Mayor Smith Pledges to
Work For All Residents

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alexander
Smith was sworn in as Scotch Plains
mayor on Sunday and pledged to work
“for the benefit of all residents,
whether you voted for me or not.”

Mr. Smith, a Republican who was
elected in November when he de-
feated Democratic Mayor Kevin
Glover, outlined his agenda in brief
remarks after being sworn in at the
township council’s reorganization
meeting by Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th). Republican Ted Spera was also
sworn in as the newest member of the
five-member governing body.

The new mayor said that two ordi-
nances would be introduced at the
council’s Tuesday, January 10 con-
ference meeting, one to bar part-time
elected officials from taking town-
ship-paid health insurance benefits
— a campaign issue last year with Mr.
Glover taking such benefits — and
another limiting council members’
salaries to $1 per year versus the
present $6,000. Mayor Smith said
such a move would make a council
position a “truly voluntary” one and
said he would not take any salary
himself regardless of whether the or-
dinance passes or not.

The bulk of the mayor’s remarks
focused on what he said would be
“two serious challenges” in 2017 — a
pending builder’s lawsuit that will
determine Scotch Plains’ affordable
housing treats for the next 10 years
and could necessitate local zoning
changes. “We need to get this right,”
Mayor Smith said of the upcoming
litigation, set to begin in February.

Noting that it has been more than
30 years since the township performed
a property revaluation, Mayor Smith
said he expected state officials to
soon order the municipal government
to begin what he warned will be an
“expensive process.”

Both the litigation and the revalua-
tion will be factored into the upcom-
ing municipal budget discussions, the
mayor said as he called for a tempo-
rary municipal hiring and salary freeze
until the 2017 budget is completed.
He said a finance and departmental
review committee will be set up to
analyze the municipal budget during
the council’s deliberations in the win-
ter and spring and then review the
finances and operations of one or two
township departments between bud-
get seasons.

Mayor Smith also pledged to pur-
sue more shared services arrange-
ments, saying he had talked with Fan-
wood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.
He also said, based on discussions
with Mayor Mahr, that there was “an
excellent chance” of a solution to
Scotch Plains commuters being able
to more easily secure parking permits
at the Fanwood Train Station.

The mayor also pledged to work

more closely with the downtown busi-
ness community and said it was im-
portant that residents also be included
in discussions about the future of the
central business district. He also said
he would continue to work to restore
historic properties such as the Frazee
House, the Cannonball House,
Hamilton House and Shady Rest fa-
cility. A new senior citizens affairs
office will be set up to work with
Township Manager Al Mirabella on
senior programs and activities, and
Mayor Smith said a “more robust”
mayor’s wellness program will focus
on healthy living and awareness for
people of all ages.

A number of appointments were
also announced at Sunday’s meeting.
Councilman Llewellyn Jones was se-
lected to serve as deputy mayor for
2017. The law firm of DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer
and Flaum was appointed as town-
ship attorney, the Finazzo, Cossolini,
O’Leary, Meola and Hager law firm
was named municipal prosecutor and
Gavin Handwerker was named pub-
lic defender. Marc Ginsberg, Richard
Fortunato, Jeffrey Strauss, Michael
Weber and Carla Kelly were ap-
pointed to the planning board while
Rich Duthie, Dan Sullivan and John
Lama were named to the zoning board
of adjustment.
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Birchwood ‘Deal’
high,” she said.

Hekemian had tried to sell the land
in January and could not sell it for
more than $12 million, resident Rich
Colangelo said.

 “You are vastly overpaying for
this,” Mr. Colangelo said. “I don’t
trust a developer to buy something
back above market price.”

George LoForte of Retford Avenue,
located on the southside of town,
called it a “land speculation deal.”

More than two dozen residents at-
tended the meeting Wednesday, sig-
nificantly less than the over 700 who
signed a petition against developing
the area back in 2011.

“What is the reason for this date?
…Is there a financial reason for that?”
asked resident and local developer
Gerry Grillo for having the public
hearing during the holidays and be-
fore the year ended.

“Because of the turnover in the
committee,” Mayor Kalnins re-
sponded, as Democrats took a 3-to-2
majority in 2017. The passage of the
bond ordinance requires a super ma-
jority, meaning at least four yes votes.

Mr. Hannen told The Westfield
Leader Hekemian would not accept
less than $18 million for the property.

Also, Hekemian, during the six-
month negotiation, turned down the
offer to build units on North Avenue
downtown on a plot of land the town-
ship purchased about a year ago in-
stead of the Birchwood property.

Mr. Hannen also said Hekemian
had been ready to begin construction
this coming spring.

When asked by The Leader if the
township was bailing out the devel-
oper, Mr. Kalnins responded, “We
are not bailing out the developer. We
are reducing the density. If we don’t
go through with the deal he will de-
velop it for 360 units.”

“I would love to see a little control
over what is being built in Birchwood,
so thank you,” said Cathy Sheridan,
who lives on Wadsworth Terrace that
abuts the Birchwood Avenue prop-
erty and is also a newly elected board
of education member.

This plot of Birchwood Avenue had
gone through numerous iterations of
proposed development the township
fought time and time again, from 130
age-restricted units, then a 200-plus
unit, multi-family development, to over
400 units that CDA tried to build that
ended in a 360-unit development the
courts settled on, Mr. Colangelo laid
out. “Every time we try to become
active we end up in a worse situation,”
Mr. Colangelo said.

Resident Liz Sweeney of Wadsworth
Terrace asked about the affordable
housing obligations. The township is

obligated to fulfill 54 affordable units
and a minimum of 30 would be sup-
plied at Birchwood Avenue, Mayor
Kalnins said. He said the balance “we
believe we already have.”

The second piece of this buyout is
the township would hope to acquire a
portion of the property that has wet-
lands for flood mitigation purposes,
Mr. Kalnins said.

How much of an impact will that
have on reducing flooding in the area?
When asked to town officials they
didn’t know. The township decided
to not spend money to determine if
and how much of a reduction in flood
levels would occur with a flood miti-
gation plan until after they have spent
$18 million to buy the land, Mayor
Kalnins said.

The former township engineer Ri-
chard Marsden has said as reported in
The Star-Ledger August 25, 2011,
that building anywhere on the site
would impact the flood plain that
stretches from Cranford to Kenilworth
and cause flooding to dry areas. Even
Governor Chris Christie has said on
radio 101.5 any building would make
flooding “significantly worse.”

The impact to the school system
with such a large development is also
a concern of the board of education.
With the idea to build at 225 units, the
anticipated number of students would
be about 66 to 40 percent less than
building it to 360 units — based on
calculations supplied by the board of
education, Mr. Hannen said.

Increased traffic is also another
impact. With each unit requiring park-
ing spaces for 1.5 vehicles the traffic
will go from 540 to 337 cars entering
in and out of the complex under a
225-unit build.

Also, a traffic light on Orange Av-
enue, the offshoot from Birchwood
Avenue, was not required of the de-
veloper in the court’s decision of the
lawsuit. The township, if it so chose,
could make a light be required when
it sends out its request for proposals,
Mr. Hannen told The Leader. But that
has not been determined.

There is also the expense to upgrade
the sanitary sewer infrastructure to avoid
sewer backups in nearby residences.

Jane Smith of Wadsworth Terrace
asked about environmental cleanup
of the property. The township said it
has a due diligence period when they
can decide to back out of the contract.
Schering-Plough had once been
housed on the property and used a
parking lot as a dumping ground, Mr.
Hannen told The Leader. The town-
ship has decided by resolution to ap-
ply for the Hazardous Discharge Site
Remediation Fund to recoup costs
associated with the study.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
JOINING TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE…Ann Dooley is sworn in as a member of
the Cranford Township Committee at Tuesday night’s reganization meeting as
her family looks on.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
NEW LEADERSHIP…Thomas Hannen is sworn in as Cranford mayor by Union
County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, left, at Tuesday night’s reganization meeting as his
family looks on.

Betsey Burgdorf  for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME ABOARD...Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, left, administers the
oath of office to Jen Blumenstock at the Garwood Borough Council reorganization
meeting on Tuesday night. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sheriff Cryan, Council-
woman Blumenstock, her husband, Andrew, and daughters, Cecilia and Lena.

“I would like to use this platform to
formally propose some of my most
pressing initiatives,” Councilman
Lazarow continued. “I will propose
that we bond for a new DPW (Depart-
ment of Public Works) garbage truck
to replace our 20-year-old truck that
put our town at risk of not being able
to perform garbage pick-up.”

He also said that he would be re-
questing that “we move forward in the
redevelopment of the Casale and Petro
properties,” and stated that public meet-
ings will be held in regards to the project
“before we continue on this journey to
re-imagine the center of our town.”

In closing, Councilman Lazarow
encouraged residents to get involved
by attending meetings, volunteering
or calling an elected official. “I am
grateful for the opportunity to serve
our town and look forward to hearing
from our residents,” he said.

President Todisco welcomed the
new members and thanked the coun-
cil for “their confidence in selecting
me as council president.” She stated
as Chair of the Finance Committee,
she will see that the budget process is
more transparent. “I will be happy to
lead a ‘Breaking Down the Budget’
meeting to invite residents to under-
stand perhaps the single most impor-
tant town document and to hear their
thoughts even before the Finance
Committee begins making decisions
on line items,” she said.

Calling Garwood a “small town
with a big heart,” Mayor Charles
Lombardo wished everyone a Happy
New Year. “My second year as mayor
has gone by very quickly, and I look
forward to the coming year,” he said.
“I would not have gotten through it
with any success if it were not for our
professionals who have been of great
assistance to me.”

Mayor Lombardo personally
thanked Borough Clerk and Business
Administrator Christina Ariemma and
her staff, Police Chief Bruce Underhill
and his officers, Fire Chief Len Spina
and his firefighters, Public Works
Superintendent Clint Dickson and his
department and First Aid Captain Jim
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Garwood Re-Org.
Willix and his staff.

Mayor Lombardo also thanked “all
of our volunteers who serve on the
borough’s committees and organiza-
tions.” He continued by saying, “They
deserve our thanks for their untiring
dedication and commitment.”

Mayor Lombardo recognized all
the local politicians that were in at-
tendance including former Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and Fan-
wood Mayor Collen Mahr and bid
farewell to former Councilmen Mike
Martin and Jim Mathieu.

He noted that during 2016, the
mayor and council participated in four
ribbon cutting ceremonies for new
businesses and that the fourth annual
Garwood Rocks sponsored by the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce will be held on Sunday,
June 4, with a rain date of Sunday,
September 10.

“I also congratulate and welcome
new council members Jen
Blumenstock and Mark Lazarow to
the council,” Mayor Lombardo said.
“This past election in November 2016,
for the first time in Garwood’s 113-
year history, brings together three la-
dies on the Garwood Council at the
same time.”

Mayor Lombardo urged resident to
call their representative “including
me” if they have a concern about
something going on in the town. “We
were elected by you and are here for
you,” he said.

In other news, the council approved
the following 2017 appointments:
Robert Renaud, Esq., Municipal At-
torney; Eric Bernstein, Esq., Munici-
pal Tax Appeal Attorney; Matthew
Giacobbe, Esq., Municipal Labor
Attorney; Steven Merman, Esq.,
Municipal Prosecutor; Michael
Simitz, Esq., Municipal Public De-
fender and Donald Guarriello, Mu-
nicipal Engineering Services. Coun-
cilman Joseph Sarno was named Plan-
ning Board liaison.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10, at 7:15 p.m. at Borough Hall
located at 403 South Avenue.

mayor said. In 2017, he said they will
work together “to keep this town
moving forward without compromis-
ing its colonial character and cher-
ished heritage.”

He thanked his wife, Debbie, and
his four children for their encourage-
ment.

He also thanked the many volun-
teers who are appointed to the boards
and commissions of the town, the
department heads, public safety offi-
cials and public works employees.

A special endorsement of the pub-
lic works department for its work
during the Blizzard of 2016 was made
by Mayor Skibitsky. “The Depart-
ment of Public Works put every pos-
sible piece of equipment in service
and plowed 30 hours straight,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

In the aid of that clearing, Mayor
Skibitsky gave credit to the police
department to “have the foresight” to
purchase department of defense ve-
hicles that can “get around under the
absolute worst of weather conditions
and are now equipped with plows.”

Mayor Skibitsky additionally noted
the mobile command center and the
readiness of the fire department in the
event of an emergency during the
blizzard. He said providing the equip-
ment necessary to first responders is
a “priority.”

Councilman Ken Donnelly was
sworn into office for a three-year term
by Superior Court Judge Mark
Ciarrocca with his son and daughter
by his side holding the Bible. Mr.
Donnelly ran uncontested in the No-
vember election. He also was ap-
pointed as council liaison to the
Westfield Memorial Library Board
and Historic Preservation Board.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan was
again selected as Acting Mayor and
Councilman Sam Della Fera as Alter-
nate Acting Mayor.

Councilman Della Fera was ap-
pointed as the liaison to the planning
board, council liaison to the Tree
Preservation Commission and the
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Special Improvement District Board,
and chairman of the Code Review
and Town Property Committee.

Councilwoman Neylan was ap-
pointed as chairwoman of the Fi-
nance Committee.

Councilman David Oliveira was
appointed chairman of the Public
Works Committee, while Councilman
Keith Loughlin was appointed chair-
man of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion, and Parking Committee.

The town council also approved
multiple appointments.

Russell Finestein was reappointed
as Town Attorney.

New appointments included the
return of Mary Alice Ryan, Alternate
No. 2, to the board of adjustment;
Alicia Barker and Andrew Kirma to
the board of health, and James
Corcoran and Alicia Barker to the
Historic Preservation Commission.

Father Michael Saporito, pastor of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
gave the benediction.
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mitteewoman Mary O’Connor, a Re-
publican, echoed a commitment to
working with Union County to im-
proving flood prevention and address-
ing road maintenance in the town-
ship.

Mayoral appointments of town-
ship committee members are as fol-
lows: Mr. Kalnins, commissioner
of finance; Mr. Giblin, commis-
sioner of public safety; Ms. Dooley,
commissioner of public works and
engineering; and Ms. O’Connor,
commissioner of public affairs.

Fire Chief Daniel Czeh was ac-
knowledged, as he will be president
of the Union County Fire Chiefs As-
sociation. Mayor Hannen was ap-
proved as commissioner liaison for
senior citizen Issues. He also will
serve as board of education liaison in
2017. Mr. Kalnins was approved as
commissioner liaison to the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce.

A resolution was approved deter-
mining a zero-tolerance policy for al-
cohol and drug use by underage youth.

Companies the township will em-
ploy for management services in-
cluding appraisals, bond counsel-
ing, legal services and other various
services were approved. Norman
Albert was approved as township
prosecutor for a one-year term.

Kathleen Murray was appointed
as a Class IV member of the plan-
ning board. Mayoral appointments
to the Library Board were Susan
Burke, Patricia Pavlak and Marge
Shackell. Nelson Dittmar was ap-
proved as chairman of the Environ-
mental Commission. Maureen
Strazdon was approved as chair-
woman of the Historic Preservation
Advisory Board. James
Nichnadowicz will serve as county
advisor to the Tree Advisory Board.

Ed Force was approved as chair-
man of the Grievance Committee.
Appointments were made to the Park-
ing Committee, Pedestrian Safety
Committee, Municipal Alliance Pro-
gram, River Maintenance Commit-
tee, Teen Center Advisory Board and
Union County League of Munici-
palities. A resolution establishing the
Green Team was approved.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Cranford ‘Deal’ to Buy
Birchwood Property OK’d

Mayor Mahr Sees 2017 As A
Bright Year for Fanwood

Mayor Smith Pledges to Work
For All Residents, Sets Agenda

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Alexander
Smith was sworn in as mayor on Sun-
day and pledged to work “for the
benefit of all residents, whether you
voted for me or not.”

Mr. Smith, a Republican who was
elected in November when he de-
feated Mayor Kevin Glover, outlined
his agenda in brief remarks after be-
ing sworn in at the township council’s
reorganization meeting by Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th). Republican

Ted Spera was also sworn in as the
newest member of the five-member
governing body.

The new mayor said that two ordi-
nances would be introduced at the
council’s Tuesday, January 10 con-
ference meeting, one to bar part-time
elected officials from taking town-
ship-paid health insurance benefits
— a campaign issue last year with Mr.
Glover taking such benefits — and
another limiting council members’
salaries to $1 per year versus the
present $6,000. Mayor Smith said

such a move would make a council
position a “truly voluntary” one and
said he would not take any salary
himself regardless of whether the or-
dinance passes or not.

The bulk of the mayor’s remarks
focused on what he said would be
“two serious challenges” in 2017 — a
pending builder’s lawsuit that will
determine Scotch Plains’ affordable
housing treats for the next 10 years
and could necessitate local zoning
changes. “We need to get this right,”
Mayor Smith said of the upcoming
litigation, set to begin in February.

Noting that it has been more than
30 years since the township performed
a property revaluation, Mayor Smith
said he expected state officials to
soon order the municipal government
to begin what he warned will be an
“expensive process.”

Both the litigation and the revalua-
tion will be factored into the upcom-
ing municipal budget discussions, the
mayor said as he called for a tempo-
rary municipal hiring and salary freeze
until the 2017 budget is completed.
He said a finance and departmental
review committee will be set up to
analyze the municipal budget during
the council’s deliberations in the win-
ter and spring and then review the
finances and operations of one or two
township departments between bud-
get seasons.

Mayor Smith also pledged to pur-
sue more shared services arrange-
ments, saying he had talked with
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.
He also said, based on discussions
with Mayor Mahr, that there was “an
excellent chance” of a solution to
Scotch Plains commuters being able
to more easily secure parking permits
at the Fanwood Train Station.

The mayor also pledged to work

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil held its annual reorganization
meeting Monday afternoon when it
swore in incumbent council members
Tom Kranz and Kathy Mitchell for
three-year terms on the council, join-
ing Kevin Boris, Russell Huegel, Erin
McElroy-Barker, and Jack Molenaar.
Councilman Boris was selected to
serve as council president.

Tom Plante, chairman of the
Fanwood Democratic Committee,

presented bouquets of flowers to Mr.
Kranz and Ms. Mitchell for their re-
election.

“We are delighted to have them
back on the council. The council will
be stronger for them being members
of it,” Mr. Plant said.

Ms. Mitchell will be serving her
seventh term on council, and is the
longest serving council member. Ms.
Mitchell sat at the dais with her grand-
niece, Samantha, after being sworn in
with her family standing beside her.

Freeholder Al Mirabella, who lives
in Fanwood, presented a resolution to
Councilwoman Mitchell that noted
her being the longest serving elected
official in borough history.

“I do what I do because I love
Fanwood and try to do the best that I
can,” Councilwoman Mitchell said in
her council comments. She thanked a
number of people who have supported
her during her council career and
gave a special recognition to her
friend, former councilwoman Joan
Wheeler, who suddenly passed away
in 2016.

Councilman Molenaar was again
appointed to the planning board, and
Councilwoman Mitchell as the repre-
sentative to the Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee.

Mayor Colleen Mahr swore in Fan-
wood Volunteer Fire Department

Chief John Piccola and Assistant Chief
Dave Zawodniak; Fanwood Rescue
Squad officers, and Municipal Pros-
ecutor Dan Antonelli.

In Mayor Mahr’s State-of-the-Bor-
ough address, she quoted Marcus
Garvey: “A people without the knowl-
edge of their past history, origin, and
culture is like a tree without roots.”

“I can’t help but think our history is
tied to the railroad and that building,”
Mayor Mahr said of the Fanwood
Train Station that is 143 years old.

“I am left with a deep appreciation,
a kindred spirit for all those who
shape this town,” Mayor Mahr said.

Mayor Mahr said as the council
passes ordinances and approves
projects in the borough, that the coun-
cil should do so “with an eye on our
past...and our culture.”

She went on to retell of the charity
events that took place in 2016. “We
always say that charity begins at
home,” she said.

In memory, Ms. Mahr noted the
passing of Ms. Wheeler and Jesse
Weiss, the son of Dan Weiss, the
director of the Fanwood Memorial
Library.

In 2016, the borough had changed
the way in which it recycles by forg-
ing a shared-services agreement with
the Plainfield Municipal Authority,

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee last Wednesday agreed, by a 4-
to-1 vote, to “enact a deal,” with S.
Hekemian Group to buy 215-235
Birchwood Avenue, about 16 acres,
for $18.5 million.

Andis Kalnis, in his last days as
mayor, said the acquisition was being
done in order to reduce the number of
apartments on the site by 37 percent
and thereby lessen the impact on the
schools, traffic and the sanitary sewer
system, when the township resells the
land.

How the reduction of units and an
intent for additional storm water man-
agement will impact flooding in the
flood plain has not been determined
by the township. The township is hop-
ing to lessen the number of units from
360 to 225, with a portion to be af-
fordable housing, and keep part of the
land for flood mitigation.

The bond ordinance that was passed
on final reading last Wednesday in-
cludes $500,000 earmarked for fees
associated with the sale. Commis-
sioner Patrick Giblin was the sole
commissioner who voted against the
ordinance, saying “this transaction
puts the town at a considerable risk”
and the revenue to the township will
be less because of a tax abatement.
This debt would bring Cranford’s to-
tal debt to about $77 million, he said.

Resident Joe LoGiudice of
Wadsworth Terrace, whose home
abuts the Birchwood property, who in
past comments has said any develop-
ment would cause worse flooding,
commended the township for reduc-
ing the number of units.

 “I believe this proposal is our best
option,” he said. “Any reduction in
density is better,” because of the costs
to services associated with the larger

development.
The S. Hekemian Group of

Paramus, aka Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), bought the prop-
erty in October 2008 for $8 million,
won a builder’s remedy lawsuit in
2011 and the subsequent appeals, and
is now profiting some $10 million
(not including expenses incurred on
the project) buy selling the land to the
township. Any developer who buys
the land from the township is to ben-
efit from a tax abatement by way of a
Payment in Lieu of Taxes Program
(PILOT) the township is looking to
provide.

Hekemian has the option to buy the
property back at $14.1 million from
the township within 18 months should
the township not be able to sell it, and
have the advantage of the tax abate-
ment, the committee said.

Resident Chris Ashrafi said to the
committee, “Please don’t incentivize
builders. They don’t need it.”

“The market rate tax bill on 225
units is about $1.6 million… under
the PILOT the developer would be
paying 35 to 55 percent of that bill,”
Commissioner Giblin said.

“Will it cover debt service? I ex-
cept it would — but does it cover
everything else (services, school ex-
penses, etc.)? I don’t think it would,”
Mr. Giblin said.

Interest costs and professional fees
would be incurred as well, Commis-
sioner  Thomas H. Hannen Jr. said.

The township had the land ap-
praised at $19.5 million based on the
360 units, by township-appointed
appraiser Joe Baldoni, Mr. Kalnins
said.

Resident Kelly Gorman of Orange
Avenue, a commercial real estate ap-
praiser himself, questioned the as-
sessment. “The price seems very

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Mayor: In 2017 Westfield Can
Emerge ‘Stronger Than Ever’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The future of the
downtown was a focus of Mayor Andy
Skibitsky in his 12th State of the Town
address Tuesday.

As Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El said in his invocation, “In
2017, we have to increase the light,”
Mayor Skibitsky also saw hope for a
bright future for the downtown.

While he noted storefront vacancies,
he went on to say, “There are more
strengths and positives than there are
weaknesses and negatives. It may take
a little time, but I am confident that we
will emerge from this readjustment pe-
riod just as strong if not stronger than
ever.”

The town council, staff and town
planner, along with an outside consult-
ant, have joined the efforts of the Down-
town Task Force to set goals for the
central business district, Mayor Skib-
itsky said. Late last year, the town agreed
to hire an outside development consult-

ant for about $2,000 to have outside
expertise to assist the town and the
town planner in reviewing ordinances
that may aid in filling those vacancies
downtown, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

However, the mayor noted, it will not
be a “quick fix” but rather the town will
proceed “systematically and strategi-
cally.”

While the retail paradigm has shifted,
Mayor Skibitsky said Westfield is a
“preeminent destination for dining,
shopping, arts and entertainment.”

The recent new developments and
property investments, and businesses
and restaurants in town, Mayor Skib-
itsky noted, as well as the staying power
of some one-third of downtown busi-
nesses, are signs of Westfield’s
strengths. Also, public projects that
will positively impact the downtown,
he noted, included the restoration of
Mindowaskin Park Pond, the pedes-

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
MAYOR SMITH…Al Smith takes the oath of office from Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) to become the new mayor of Scotch
Plains during Sunday’s township reorganization meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING SEVENTH TERM…Katherine Mitchell, center, is sworn in to her
seventh term on the Fanwood Borough Council by Mayor Colleen Mahr, with her
family by her side, at Monday’s borough reorganization meeting. Pictured is
Samantha Gamatko, at left; Michael Travisano, Samantha, Councilwoman
Mitchell’s grandniece, holding Bible, and Ian Sleeper, at right.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEARING TO SERVE…Fanwood Rescue Squad officers were sworn in at
Monday’s reorganization meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Captain
Nancy Mustachio, First Lieutenant  Rob Villegas, Vice -President Patty Buckridee,
Treasurer Bob Kruthers (hidden by Mayor Colleen Mahr), Recording Secretary
Jamie Pedinoff and President Jeff Downing.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
A NEW TERM…Fanwood Councilman Tom Kranz is sworn in by Mayor Colleen
Mahr as his wife, Marianne, holds the Holy Bible during the borough council’s
reorganization meeting Monday afternoon at Borough Hall.
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high,” she said.
Hekemian had tried to sell the land

in January and could not sell it for
more than $12 million, resident Rich
Colangelo said.

 “You are vastly overpaying for
this,” Mr. Colangelo said. “I don’t
trust a developer to buy something
back above market price.”

George LoForte of Retford Avenue,
located on the southside of town,
called it a “land speculation deal.”

More than two dozen residents at-
tended the meeting Wednesday, sig-
nificantly less than the over 700 who
signed a petition against developing
the area back in 2011.

“What is the reason for this date?
…Is there a financial reason for that?”
asked resident and local developer
Gerry Grillo for having the public
hearing during the holidays and be-
fore the year ended.

“Because of the turnover in the
committee,” Mayor Kalnins re-
sponded, as Democrats took a 3-to-2
majority in 2017. The passage of the
bond ordinance requires a super ma-
jority, meaning at least four yes votes.

Mr. Hannen told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times Hekemian would not
accept less than $18 million for the
property.

Also, Hekemian, during the six-
month negotiation, turned down the
offer to build units on North Avenue
downtown on a plot of land the town-
ship purchased about a year ago in-
stead of the Birchwood property.

Mr. Hannen also said Hekemian
had been ready to begin construction
this coming spring.

When asked by The Times if the
township was bailing out the devel-
oper, Mr. Kalnins responded, “We
are not bailing out the developer. We
are reducing the density. If we don’t
go through with the deal he will de-
velop it for 360 units.”

“I would love to see a little control
over what is being built in Birchwood,
so thank you,” said Cathy Sheridan,
who lives on Wadsworth Terrace that
abuts the Birchwood Avenue prop-
erty and is also a newly elected board
of education member.

This plot of Birchwood Avenue
had gone through numerous itera-
tions of proposed development the
township fought time and time again,
from 130 age-restricted units, then a
200-plus unit, multi-family develop-
ment, to over 400 units that CDA
tried to build that ended in a 360-unit
development the courts settled on,
Mr. Colangelo laid out. “Every time
we try to become active we end up in
a worse situation,” Mr. Colangelo
said.

Resident Liz Sweeney of
Wadsworth Terrace asked about the
affordable housing obligations. The
township is obligated to fulfill 54
affordable units and a minimum of 30
would be supplied at Birchwood Av-
enue, Mayor Kalnins said. He said
the balance “we believe we already
have.”

The second piece of this buyout is
the township would hope to acquire a
portion of the property that has wet-
lands for flood mitigation purposes,
Mr. Kalnins said.

How much of an impact will that
have on reducing flooding in the area?
When asked to town officials they

didn’t know. The township decided
to not spend money to determine if
and how much of a reduction in flood
levels would occur with a flood miti-
gation plan until after they have spent
$18 million to buy the land, Mayor
Kalnins said.

The former township engineer Ri-
chard Marsden has said as reported in
The Star-Ledger August 25, 2011,
that building anywhere on the site
would impact the flood plain that
stretches from Cranford to Kenilworth
and cause flooding to dry areas. Even
Governor Chris Christie has said on
radio 101.5 any building would make
flooding “significantly worse.”

The impact to the school system
with such a large development is
also a concern of the board of edu-
cation. With the idea to build at 225
units, the anticipated number of stu-
dents would be about 66 to 40 per-
cent less than building it to 360
units — based on calculations sup-
plied by the board of education, Mr.
Hannen said.

Increased traffic is also another
impact. With each unit requiring park-
ing spaces for 1.5 vehicles the traffic
will go from 540 to 337 cars entering
in and out of the complex under a
225-unit build.

Also, a traffic light on Orange Av-
enue, the offshoot from Birchwood
Avenue, was not required of the de-
veloper in the court’s decision of the
lawsuit. The township, if it so chose,
could make a light be required when
it sends out its request for proposals,
Mr. Hannen told The Times. But that
has not been determined.

There is also the expense to up-
grade the sanitary sewer infrastruc-
ture to avoid sewer backups in nearby
residences.

Jane Smith of Wadsworth Ter-
race asked about environmental
cleanup of the property. The town-
ship said it has a due diligence pe-
riod when they can decide to back
out of the contract. Schering-Plough
had once been housed on the prop-
erty and used a parking lot as a
dumping ground, Mr. Hannen told
The Times. The township has de-
cided by resolution to apply for the
Hazardous Discharge Site
Remediation Fund to recoup costs
associated with the study.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Birchwood

trian safety impact of the new intersec-
tion of North Avenue and Elm Street,
improvements to the parking lot across
from the post office and new parking
meters.

In addition to a focus on making the
downtown thrive, the overall quality of
life of its residents is enhanced, Mayor
Skibitsky said, by planting 500 trees
and landscaping, as well as installing
new bathrooms at Memorial Park and
new bleachers at parks.

The town’s AAA rating by Standard
and Poor’s was stated as Mayor Skib-
itsky began his address, noting that
Westfield is one of only 17 of 565 mu-
nicipalities in the state to carry the AAA
rating. “Certainly such an endorsement
of the town’s fiscal management by an
impartial source is reassuring news to
our residents,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

“In closing let’s remember that the
true state of the town and what really
defines us as a community are the
people,” Mayor Skibitsky said.

Before beginning his address Mayor
Skibitsky thanked the council mem-
bers and former Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, who resigned last year when
her job took her to another state. “We
serve out of the genuine love of our
town and appreciation for how fortu-
nate we are to live here,” the mayor
said. In 2017, he said they will work
together “to keep this town moving
forward without compromising its co-
lonial character and cherished heritage.”

He thanked his wife, Debbie, and his
four children for their encouragement.

He also thanked the many volunteers
who are appointed to the boards and
commissions of the town, the depart-
ment heads, public safety officials and
public works employees.

A special endorsement of the pub-
lic works department for its work
during the Blizzard of 2016 was made
by Mayor Skibitsky. “The Depart-
ment of Public Works put every pos-
sible piece of equipment in service
and plowed 30 hours straight,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

In the aid of that clearing, Mayor
Skibitsky gave credit to the police de-
partment to “have the foresight” to pur-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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chase department of defense vehicles
that can “get around under the absolute
worst of weather conditions and are
now equipped with plows.”

Mayor Skibitsky additionally noted
the mobile command center and the
readiness of the fire department in the
event of an emergency during the bliz-
zard. He said providing the equipment
necessary to first responders is a “prior-
ity.”

Councilman Ken Donnelly was
sworn into office for a three-year term
by Superior Court Judge Mark
Ciarrocca with his son and daughter by
his side holding the Bible. Mr. Donnelly
ran uncontested in the November elec-
tion. He also was appointed as council
liaison to the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary Board and Historic Preservation
Board.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan was
again selected as Acting Mayor and
Councilman Sam Della Fera as Alter-
nate Acting Mayor.

Councilman Della Fera was ap-
pointed as the liaison to the planning
board, council liaison to the Tree Pres-
ervation Commission and the Special
Improvement District Board, and chair-
man of the Code Review and Town
Property Committee.

Councilwoman Neylan was ap-
pointed as chairwoman of the Finance
Committee.

Councilman David Oliveira was ap-
pointed chairman of the Public Works
Committee, while Councilman Keith
Loughlin was appointed chairman of
the Public Safety, Transportation, and
Parking Committee.

The town council also approved
multiple appointments.

Russell Finestein was reappointed as
Town Attorney.

New appointments included the re-
turn of Mary Alice Ryan, Alternate No.
2, to the board of adjustment; Alicia
Barker and Andrew Kirma to the board
of health, and James Corcoran and Ali-
cia Barker to the Historic Preservation
Commission.

Father Michael Saporito, pastor of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
gave the benediction.

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
NEW MAN ON THE DAIS…Ted Spera, center, takes the oath of office from Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) to become the newest member of the Scotch Plains
Township Council during Sunday’s township reorganization meeting.

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
TALKING SHOP…Scotch Plains Councilman Llewellyn Jones, second from left,
confers with Township Manager Al Mirabella and others during Sunday’s
township reorganization meeting.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRE SAFETY…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Fire Chief John
Piccola, standing nearest the mayor, and Assistant Chief Dave Zawodniak during
the borough’s reorganization meeting Monday afternoon at Borough Hall.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER TERM…Daniel Antonelli is sworn in for another one-year term as
municipal prosecutor during the Fanwood Borough Council’s reorganization
meeting on Monday afternoon at Borough Hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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more closely with the downtown
business community and said it was
important that residents also be in-
cluded in discussions about the fu-
ture of the central business district.
He also said he would continue to
work to restore historic properties
such as the Frazee House, the Can-
nonball House, Hamilton House and
Shady Rest facility. A new senior
citizens affairs office will be set up
to work with Township Manager Al
Mirabella on senior programs and
activities, and Mayor Smith said a
“more robust” mayor’s wellness pro-
gram will focus on healthy living
and awareness for people of all ages.

A number of appointments were
also announced at Sunday’s meet-
ing. Councilman Llewellyn Jones
was selected to serve as deputy mayor
for 2017. The law firm of
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Kunzman,
Davis, Lehrer and Flaum was ap-
pointed as township attorney, the
Finazzo, Cossolini, O’Leary, Meola
and Hager law firm was named mu-
nicipal prosecutor and Gavin
Handwerker was named public de-
fender. Marc Ginsberg, Richard
Fortunato, Jeffrey Strauss, Michael
Weber and Carla Kelly were ap-
pointed to the planning board while
Rich Duthie, Dan Sullivan and John
Lama were named to the zoning
board of adjustment.

Mayor Mahr noted. The borough has
seen “a higher recycling rate than we
had before,” Mayor Mahr said. “It is
convenient for all of our residents,”
she said.

The borough has seen “progress”
in the economic development with
new businesses entering the borough,
new developments such as Fanwood
Crossing 3 and Community Access,
as well as new residential and com-
mercial developments that are to hap-
pen in 2017.

“This governing body is commit-
ted to working with the Board of
Education…to make sure the taxes
that come out of the school board are
kept stable,” Mayor Mahr said in
regards to taxes for 2017.

In 2017, Mayor Mahr will continue
her Coffee with the Mayor series
where residents can informally come
to address issues, the borough will
begin to perform a revaluation for
property taxes, and the mayor will
continue her efforts for a One-Seat

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Ride to New York City with the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition. In 2017,
she said that the train line can “prob-
ably” add “more direct evening trains
out of New York City.”

“I think 2017 is going to be an
extremely bright year for all of us,”
Mayor Mahr said in closing.

New Jersey’s 51st Governor,
Donald DiFrancesco, was present at
the meeting.

The council also passed resolu-
tions that authorized dozens of
yearly appointments. Some new ap-
pointments made up the agenda.
Suburban Consulting Engineers,
Inc. and Neglia Engineering were
selected for special engineering;
DiFrancesco Bateman was selected
as the ethics attorney, and
FratakVeisz Hopkins and SSP Ar-
chitectural Group were selected for
architectural services.

Father Michael Ward of Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church gave the benediction.

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
FULL HOUSE…Sunday’s township reorganization meeting drew a full house at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building as Al Smith took the oath to become mayor
and Ted Spera joined the township council, giving Republicans a 3-to-2 majority
on the governing body.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROWD PLEASER…Borough residents watch the proceedings during the Fanwood
Borough Council’s reorganization meeting Monday afternoon at Borough Hall.
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WESTFIELD AREA YMCA    908-233-2700    westfieldynj.org          westfieldareay 

 Main Y Facility: 220 Clark St., Westfield  Bauer Branch: 422 E. Broad St., Westfield   
 Early Learning Center: 170 Elm St., Westfield   Garwood Family Center YMCA: 500 East St., Garwood 

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

VISIT OUR OPEN HOUSES  ·  SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 

Win a FREE  

3-Month 

Membership! 

MEMBERSHIP 

SPECIALS 

PERSONAL 

TRAINING SPECIALS 

CAMP SPECIALS 

… AND MORE! 

BUILD MORE 

THAN MUSCLE. 

When you join the Y, you commit to more 

than becoming healthier.  You build 

relationships and strengthen your 

community.  Exercise your heart in more 

ways than one.  The Y.™  For a better us.™  

HEALTH & WELLNESS OPEN HOUSE 
Main Y Facility 

¶ Try the Y! Enjoy Classes and Facilities (all day) 

¶ Free Water Safety Event (4:00-5:00PM) 

 

DANCE ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 
Garwood Family Center Y 

¶ See Classes, Meet the Instructors (9:00-10:30AM) 

 

TAE KWON DO OPEN HOUSE 
Bauer Branch 

¶ Free Adult Intro Class (8:30-9:30AM) 

¶ Free Youth/Teen Intro Class (9:30-10:30AM) 

 

SUMMER DAY CAMP OPEN HOUSES 
Main Y Facility & Garwood Family Center Y (9:00-10:30AM) 
 

CHILD CARE EDUCATION OPEN HOUSES  
(snow date: 1/8) 

Main Y Facility & Garwood Family Center Y (9:00-10:30AM)   
Bauer Branch & Early Learning Center (10:00AM–Noon)  

Rahway Man Gets Four Yrs.
For Conspiracy to Traffic

NEWARK – A Rahway man has
been sentenced to 57 months in prison
for his role in a conspiracy to traffic
approximately four kilograms of
ethylone from China to New Jersey,
U.S. Attorney Paul J. Fishman an-
nounced.

Michael Correa, 32, previously
pleaded guilty before U.S. District
Judge Katharine S. Hayden to one
count of conspiring to distribute
Ethylone, a Schedule I controlled
substance. Judge Hayden imposed
the sentence in Newark federal court.

According to documents filed in
this case and statements made in court,
from October 2013 through July 2014,

Correa conspired with Thomas
Seymore, 38, of Carteret, and others to
distribute approximately four kilograms
of ethylone, which had been ordered
from China and shipped to a location in
Teaneck. Ethylone, sometimes referred
to as “bath salts” or “molly,” is an illegal
synthetic drug that stimulates the cen-
tral nervous system and can cause hal-
lucinogenic effects.

In addition to the prison sentence,
Judge Hayden sentenced Correa to
three years of supervised release.
Seymore pleaded guilty to his role
in the scheme and is scheduled for
sentencing on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 1.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Judge to Decide Which Files
To Release on Bridgegate

A federal district court judge is to
decide which of the Bridgegate crimi-
nal case files to make public at a court
hearing on Tuesday, January 17. The
hearing is in response to motions from
the federal government and a group
of news media outlets, The Record
has reported.

The federal government has made
a motion to keep some of the docu-
ments under seal and to release oth-
ers, northjersey.com has reported.
Democrat Leaders Urge Trump to
Veto Cuts to Medicare, Soc. Secur.

House and Senate Democrats want
President-Elect Donald Trump to
pledge to veto legislation that would
slash Medicare and Social Security
benefits, Roll Call has reported.

House Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) and incoming Sen-
ate Minority Leader Charles E.
Schumer (D-N.Y.) have joined with
Senator Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) in a
letter that asks members of Congress
to hold rallies and events on Sunday,
January 15 (the Sunday before
Trump’s inauguration), to oppose the
Republican budget plan, according
to the report.

Obama Takes Retaliatory
Action Against Russia

The Obama Administration on
Thursday took retaliatory measures
against Russia in response to a hack-
ing campaign geared at interfering in
the U.S. Presidential election this past
November, The Hill has reported.

“The measures include a slate of
economic sanctions, diplomatic cen-
sure, and public ‘naming and sham-
ing.’ The president also hinted at pos-
sible covert cyber measures but did
not provide details,” according to the
news report.

President Barack Obama also said
the State Department would expel 35
Russian intelligence operatives and
shut two Russian compounds.

Democrats had pushed for action
before President-Elect Donald Trump
takes over, fearing he would not take
such measures.

Congress to Take Action In
Wake of Anti-Israel Action

Congress is setting the stage to cut
off U.S. funding to the United Na-
tions in response to a contested vote
last week in which the Obama Ad-
ministration permitted an anti-Israel
resolution to win overwhelming ap-
proval, the Washington Free Beacon
has reported.

In response, New Jersey State Sena-
tor Joe Pennacchio (R-26th,
Montville) said he will introduce leg-
islation urging Congress to pass their
resolution admonishing the U.N. Se-
curity Council for voting to condemn
Israeli settlements in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem.

Lance Releases Statement on
Russia Sanctions, Israel Action
 Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) re-

leased the following statement on
sanctions imposed against Russia:

"For too long the Obama Adminis-
tration has let Russia dictate interna-
tional politics.  Today's action brings
consequences for Russian hacking of
our political parties - which I have
long called unacceptable.  This coun-
try is in serious need of a reevaluation
of our standing on the world stage.  A
delayed response to Russian hacking
and betraying our ally Israel before
the United Nations this week have
affirmed the impression of a weak-
ened United States. We must again
act from a position of strength before
we further embolden the world's bad
actors."
O’Scanlon: DOT Inaction Proves

Red Light Cameras Are Dead
Republican Assemblyman Declan

O’Scanlon of Monmouth County says
inaction by the Department of Trans-
portation on whether the red light
camera program should be continued
indicates the program is dead. The
pilot program was discontinued two
years ago.

The DOT has yet to render a final
report and make recommendations to
lawmakers on the ultimate fate of
camera enforcement in the state. The
cameras, which capture images of
vehicles at intersections, were turned
off on December 16, 2014.

“The DOT knows this program is a
failure and they have bigger things on
their plate. The program is dead,” Mr.
O’Scanlon said. “I don’t think there
are a majority of legislators foolish
enough to ignore the facts and rein-
state this program, which amounts to
government sponsored theft.”
Vitale Urges Congress, President

Not Repeal Obamacare
A Senate resolution sponsored by

Senator Joseph F. Vitale (D-19th,
Woodbridge) that urges the Con-
gress and President of the United
States not to repeal Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act cleared
the Senate and Assembly in late
December.

The ACA was enacted in 2010.

Lance Asks Feds to Cover
Cost of Trump Protection

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has sent a
letter to Attorney General Loretta
Lynch asking the United States De-
partment of Justice to make avail-
able grants and funding to cover
the costs of security required to
protect President-Elect Donald
Trump, his family and dignitaries
who will visit Trump National Golf
Course in Bedminster.

 Similar funding arrangements
with the Department of Justice were
made available when President
Barack Obama visited Chicago and
Hawaii and such an arrangement
would ease the financial burden of
heightened security, the Congress-
man said.

“New Jersey once again will be a
crossroads for American history, and
the Trump Administration has indi-

cated Trump National will continue
to be a meeting place for foreign
leaders, elected representatives and
other officials. Local law enforce-
ment has provided the Secret Ser-
vice with assistance in protecting
the President-Elect and should its
assistance be required any time
President Trump visits in the future,
it could be a considerable financial
burden for Bedminster Township,
Somerset County and the State of
New Jersey,” Mr. Lance said.

“It is my understanding that law
enforcement in Hawaii and the City
of Chicago received grants from
the Department of Justice to assist
with protection of President Obama
and I am requesting that similar
grants be made available to several
jurisdictions in New Jersey,” ac-
cording to Mr. Lance’s letter.

Garwood Makes Borough
Appointments for 2017

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo and the borough
council made the following ap-
pointments at Tuesday night’s re-
organization meeting.

Municipal Attorney, Robert F.
Renaud, of Palumbo Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC; Labor Attor-
ney, Matthew J. Giacobbe, Cleary,
Giacobbe, Alfieri, Jacobs, LLC;
Bond Counsel, Steven L. Rogut.

Municipal Prosecutor, Steven H.
Merman; Municipal Public De-
fender, Michael S. Simitz; Munici-
pal Engineering Services, Donald
R. Guarriello, of Guarriello & Dec
Associates, LLC; Planning Board
Liaison, Councilman Joseph Sarno,
III.

Leonard Spina, fire chief; Allan
Tweedle, assistant fire chief; Albert
Toth, Jr., fire official; Library
Board of Trustees, Carol White
(five years).

Garwood Municipal Alliance:
Barbara Tweedle, Steve Kaelbltin,
Sam Rocco, Walter Merfert, Ralph
Bernardo, Mary Emmons, Chuck
Tombs, Virginia Marinelli, Allan
Tweedle and Caitlin Tweedle.

Celebrations Committee for
2017: Thomas Englese, Michelle
Stoffer, Michelle Abbaticola, Su-
san Groning, Kim Brown, Michele
Tortorici and Carolyn Dunning.

Emergency Management Coun-
cil: Deputy Coordinator, Police
Captain Doug Stoffer; Police Chief
Bruce D. Underhill; Fire Chief Len
Spina; Superintendent DPW, Clint
Dicksen; First Aid, Jimmy Willix;
Engineer, Donald Guarriello; Ra-
diological Officer, Sam Rocco;
Business Representative, Joseph
Ragonese; Representatives from
Service Organizations: Knights of
Columbus, Michael Collings; Fire
Department Ladies Auxiliary,
Denise Pelusio; Health, Ellen
Shelley; Law, Chief Underhill; First
Aid, Mr. Willix.

Historical  Committee:  Pat
DiFabio; Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma; Bruce Paterson;
Rhiannan Stahnke; Adele Lewis;
Anthony Benzinger and Carol
Lombardo.

Planning Board, Mayor Charles
Lombardo and William Nierstedt
(both one year); Kathleen Villaggio
(four years); Craig McCarrick and
John Malcolm (alternates, two
years).

Union County Community De-
velopment Revenue Sharing Com-
mittee: Mayor Lombardo, Mr.
Nierstedt and Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro (alternate), and Union

County Solid Waste Advisory
Council: Clint Dicksen.

Borough Council Standing Com-
mittees:

Police, Public Health & Safety:
Councilman Lou Petruzzell i ,
(chairman); Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilman Marc
Lazarow.

Streets, Roads and Ecology:
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
(chairwoman); Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli and Councilman Joe
Sarno.

Fire: Councilman Joe Sarno
(chairman); Councilman Marc
Lazarow and Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock.

Finance: Councilwoman Sara
Todisco (chairwoman); Council-
man Joe Sarno and Councilman
Marc Lazarow.

Buildings and Grounds: Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow (chairman);
Councilwoman Sara Todisco and
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock.

Laws and License: Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro, (chair-
woman);  Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli and Councilwoman
Sara Todisco.

Other special committees: Rec-
reation,  Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli; Senior Citizen Liaison,
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock;
Library, Mayor’s Representative,
Councilman Marc Lazarow; School
Board Liaison, Councilman Joe
Sarno; Celebrations of Public
Events and Holidays Liaison,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco;
Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board Representative,
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock;
Union County Transportation  Ad-
visory Representative, Walter
Tucker; Business and Industry/
Chamber of Commerce, Carol
Kearney;

Administrative Review Commit-
tee: Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
(chairwoman); Mayor Lombardo;
Councilwoman Sara Todisco; Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma and
Sandra Bruns.

Commuter Parking Committee:
Councilman Joe Sarno (chairman);
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli; Coun-
cilwoman Ileen Cuccaro; Police
Chief Bruce Underhill; Kathleen
Villaggio (citizen rep.)

Bill to Help Inmates Beat
Addiction Heads to Gov.

TRENTON – Legislation to help
more inmates in correctional facilities
overcome substance use disorders re-
cently was advanced by the Senate and
now heads to the governor.

In order to participate in a drug
treatment program available as part
of the residential community release
program, the mutual assistance pro-
gram or the therapeutic community
substance abuse disorder treatment
program, an inmate is required to
meet certain eligibility criteria. One
of the criteria is that an inmate must
be classified at “full minimum cus-
tody status,” which requires having no

detainers or open charges. As such, cer-
tain inmates cannot receive treatment
for substance abuse while in prison.

The bill, A-2619, would prohibit
state correctional facilities from deny-
ing an incarcerated individual access
to participation in a drug treatment
program solely because the individual
has a detainer or open charge issued
against him or her and thus does not
have full minimum custody status.

The measure, which the Assembly
passed in June and the Senate passed
December 19, gained unanimous ap-
proval from both houses of the Legis-
lature.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

“Dedicated to provid-

ing compassionate 

care and dignified re-

sponsive service for 

its Owners and the 

Community for over 

145 years.”  

Located in  Colonial 

Westfield NJ, the Cem-

etery is in an area of 

natural beauty – rolling 

wooded hills surround-

ing a tree lined pond, 

tastefully landscaped 

and expertly main-

tained.  

Beauty, Dignity and Peace 

Lots,  Graves, Niches & Mausoleums.  

Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1868 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 

1100 East Broad Street 
Wes ield NJ 07090 

(908) 232-0781 

Fairviewcemetery1.com 

Non sectarian     No Sales Sta   

“A Las ng Memorial, A Fi ng Tribute” 

 

There’s something about this place 
 

 oin no  to eep our e  ear’s resolutions  e ercise  s im  get t

 arl  hil hoo  registration opens earl  ebruar  
oin no  or priorit  registration

• Sign up now for our Camp Yachad day, travel, sports or 
performing arts programs  embership options for new camp families  

 •  artine venue, Scotch lains,  

2 FREE months
2 FREE 30-minute 

personal training sessions
2 FREE group 
swim lessons

Join the JCC in 
January for 

ouble Savings

www ccn org 

CF Mun.  Appointments Told For 2017
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Township Committee made the fol-
lowing appointments at the Janu-
ary 3rd reorganization meeting:

Township Committee: Oath of
Office: Ann Dooley (first term,
three years) and Mary O’Connor
(new term, three years); Appointed:
Mayor, Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. (one
year); Deputy Mayor, Patrick F.
Giblin (one year).

Mayoral Appointments: Com-
missioner of Finance,  Andis
Kalnins; Commissioner of Public
Safety, Mr. Giblin; Commissioner
Public Works/Engineering, Ms.
Dooley; Commissioner of Public
Affairs, Ms. O’Connor; Planning
Board: Kathleen Murray (two
years) and Daniel Aschenbach, al-
ternate (two years); Mayoral Ap-
pointments to Library Board: Su-
san Burke (five years) Patricia
Pavlak (five years); Marge Shackell
(one year); Mr. Giblin (commis-
sioner/liaison);

Emergency Management Coun-
cil for 2017: Fire Lieutenant Mat-
thew Lubin, emergency manage-
ment coordinator to fill an two-
year unexpired term; Mr. Lubin,
coordinator; Fire Chief Daniel
Czeh and Police Lieutenant
Stephen Wilde, deputy coordina-
tors; Mayor Hannen; Township Ad-
ministrator Terence Wall; Monika
Koscova-Jencik, sanitarian; In-
terim Supt. of Schools, Marilyn
Birnbaum; Public Works Superin-
tendent, Steven Wardell; Construc-
t ion Code Official ,  Richard
Belluscio;

TV35 Representative, Edward
Davenport; Citizen Representative,
Margaret (Peg) Pipchick; Consult-
ant, Ron Marotta; and Michael
Beams and Christopher Chapman.

Mayoral Appointments to the En-
vironmental Commission: David
DesRochers (three years); Gwen
D’Amico (three years); Ronald
Margulis (alternate, two years);
Daniel Achenbach, Michael Bond,
David Coughlin, Alyssa Frediani,
William King, Edward O’Malley,
Patricia Pavlak, Ana Pinto, David
Pringle, and Lawrence Russo (as-
sociate members, one year); Nelson
Dittmar, (chairman, one year), and
Ms. Dooley (commissioner/liai-
son.);

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board: Kinney Clark (three years);
Maureen Strazdon (three years);
Pria McNeil (high school member,
three years); Loretta Smith (three
years); William King (two years);
Thomas Connolly, Michael Mason,
Julie Murphy, Nancy Price and
Stephen Price (associate members,

one year); Maureen Strazdon
(chairman, one year); Mr. Giblin
(commissioner/liaison);

Tree Advisory Board: James
Nichnadowicz, (county advisor,
one year); Ms. O’Connor (com-
missioner/liaison).Mayoral Ap-
pointment as board of education
liaison for 2017, Mayor Hannen.

Ryan Cooper, township attorney
(one year); Willis, Towers and
Watson, risk management consult-
ant; Norman Albert, municipal
prosecutor (one year);  Mark
Rothman, of Robbins and Robbins,
LLP, alternate municipal prosecu-
tor (one year); labor attorney,
Schenck, Price Smith and King;
auditors, Suplee Clooney & Com-
pany; bond counsel, Steven Rogut
of Rogut McCarthy LLC.

Engineering services, Grotto En-
gineering, H2M Architects and En-
gineers, Harbor Consultants, Ma-
ser Consulting PA, and Mott
MacDonald; planning services,
Maser Consulting and Harbor Con-
sultants.

Mayor Hannen, commissioner li-
aison for senior citizen issues; Mr.
Kalnins, commissioner liaison to
chamber of commerce; Airplane
Noise Pollution Committee: Wayne
D. Greenstone, William Ilaria, Jeff
Pistol, Michael Rockliff and Com-
missioner/Liaison, Ms. O’Connor;

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board: Barbara Krause
and William Ilaria (two years).

Downtown District Management
Corporation, Mr. Giblin, commis-
sioner/liaison (one year); Jean
Maisónneuve (resident, two-year
unexpired term); Joseph Colangelo
(resident, three years; Maureen
Tinen, (owner, three years); Clara
Nunziato (proprietor/business em-
ployee,  three years);  Barry
O’Donovan, (chairman, one year).

Flood Control Advisory Board:
Commissioner/Liaison, Mayor
Hannen, Daniel J. Asehenbach,
Mark Bagniewski,  Robert
Bobucky, Richard Buontempo,
Robert Colonna., John DeCotiis,
Cindy Gallagher, Walter Gallagher,
Ellen Hunt, Louis Lambe, Ronald
Margulis, Joseph Musillo, Barry
O’Donovan, Michael Pender, Rob-
ert Puhak, Ernest Sabato, Jonathan
Schrier,  Janet  Sharkey,  Ann
Steinbach, Jeremy Tomlinson and
Support  Team member Leo
Coakley. Memorial Day Commit-
tee: Barbara Bilger, Jay Boxwell,
Gerald Dobbins, Mark Dingelstedt,
Beth Marotta, Heinz Ricken, Chris
Sands, Donald Sweeney, Stephen
Robertazzi (chairman), and Com-
missioner/Liaison, Mr. Kalnins;

Municipal Alliance: Samantha
Attialese, Interim superintendent
of Schools Marilyn Birnbaum, Peg
Carlton, Kathryn Cleary, Marigrace
Flynn, William Ilaria (chairman),
Elizabeth Kellett, Township Sani-
tarian Monika Koscova-Jencik,
Linda S. Leifer, Elizabeth Lynch,
Maryanne Del Negro-Mason,
Michael Mason, Kathleen Murray,
Police Sergeant Matthew Nazzaro,
Alexandra Paulyson, Elyse Pravda,
Recreation and Parks Director
Stephen Robertazzi ,  Inessa
Vaccaro, Kim Weidner, Aaryn
Wichelns, Susan Wilson, Police
Chief Wozniak, Brad Young, and
Ms. O’Connor, commissioner/liai-
son; Maryanne Del Negro-Mason,
municipal coordinator (one year).

Parking Committee: Michael
Venditti, Charles Baniewicz, Po-
lice Chief Wozniak, Lieutenant
Edward Davenport (chairman),
Barry O’Donovan, Kathleen Miller
Prunty, and Mr. Giblin, commis-
sioner/liaison; Planning Board:
Mayor Hannen (one year); Ms.
Dooley (township rep., one year);

 Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority, Mr. Kalnins (commis-
sioner/liaison, one year);

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
Hugh Welsh (liaison) and Cameron
Andre (alternate liaison).

Recreation and Parks Advisory
Board: Stephen Robertazzi, direc-
tor of parks and recreation; Craig
Miklencic (Cranford West Com-
mittee liaison), Donald Barone (se-
nior citizen representative), Brian
Andrews, Luis Bringuier, Susan
Cave,  Peter  Coates,  Mark
Dinglestedt, Marita Dow, Martha
Garcia, Darren Gottesman, Maria
Harris, Kevin Illing, Stephani
Kwiatkowski, Deborah Leber, Brit-
tany McDyer, Carolyn Capone
Pugliese, Heinz Ricken, Laura
Schoppman, Wally Shackell ,
Catherine Sheridan,  Donald
Sweeney, and Patrick F. Giblin
(commissioner/liaison).

Swim Pool Utility Advisory
Board: Stephen Robertazzi, recre-
ation and parks director; James
Byrne, Marybeth Byrne, Susan
Cave (Gators rep.), Gerry Dob-
bins, John Hartnett; Karl Heinze,
Eileen Leahey, Joseph Starkey, and
Ms. Dooley (commissioner/liai-
son.)

Union County League of Mu-
nicipalities: Mayor Hannen (rep-
resentative) and Deputy Mayor
Giblin (alternate representative);
Zoning Board of Adjustment:
Ronald Marotta (four years);
Victoria Drake (four years); Brian
Trelease (alternate, two years);

Call 2-1-1 When In
Need of Food, Housing

STATE — New Jersey residents in
need of assistance can dial 2-1-1, 24/
7, for helpful resources including
information on food and nutrition
programs, shelter and housing op-
tions and utilities assistance, health
care and vaccination information,
support groups for persons with
mental illnesses or special needs,
employment and education opportu-
nities and more.

County Reorg Sunday
At Courthouse

COUNTY — Union County gov-
ernment will hold its annual reorgani-
zation at the County Courthouse this
Sunday, January 8, beginning at noon.

Those scheduled to be sworn into
new terms include: Freeholders
Linda Carter, Bette Jane Kowalski
and Sergio Granados. Freeholder
Bruce Bergen is expected to be ap-
pointed chairman for a second
straight year, and Freeholder
Granados is expected to be ap-
pointed, also for a second-straight
year, as vice-chairman.

The freeholders will also vote to fill
numerous positions on county advi-
sory boards and to adopt the board’s
2017 schedule and more at a business
meeting following the swearing-in
ceremony. The ceremony will be held
in the court room of Union County
Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy.

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
2017 SCOTCH PLAINS COUNCIL...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, center,
poses with Township Manager Al Mirabella, left, and, from left to right, Council-
men John Del Sordi, Ted Spera and Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones following
Sunday’s reorganization meeting. Not pictured is Councilwoman Rose Checchio.

Scotch Plains Announces
2017 Town Appointments

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Al
Smith and the township council made
the following appointments at the
January 1 reorganization meeting.

Planning Board: Councilman
Llewellyn Jones (one year); Marc
Ginsberg (three years), Richard
Fortunato (four years) and Jeffrey
Strauss (four years), alternates
Michael Weber (two years) and Carla
Kelly (one year unexpired term).

Construction Board of Appeals:
Art Coon, Pat Bartels, Tom Byrne,
and Robert Nora (all for four years).

Township attorney, redevelop-
ment attorney and tax appeal attor-
ney: DiFrancesco, Bateman,
Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and Flaum.

Township Auditor: Suplee
Clooney.

Township Bond Counsel: Rogut
McCarthy.

Township Engineer: Mott
MacDonald.

Township Planner: Harbor Con-
sultants.

Township Public Defender: Gavin
Handwerker.

Risk Management Consultant: Pin-
nacle Risk Solutions.

Affordable Housing Planner: Jill
Hartman PP.

Affordable Housing Attorney:
Palumbo, Renaud and DeAppolonio.

Township Physician: Dr. Richard
Schaller.

Special Counsel: Vincent
Loughlin.

Zoning Board of Adjustment: Rich
Duthie (four years), Daniel Sullivan
(four years) and John Lama (one
year unexpired term).

Suburban Joint Municipal Insurance
Fund: Township Manager Al Mirabella
(insurance commissioner, one year);
Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski
(alternate commissioner), and Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis (safety delegate),

Council liaisons:
Mayor Smith: Planning Board,

Mayor’s Gala, Shared Services, Li-
brary Board, Finance/Review Com-
mittee, Raritan Valley Line, and
Memorial Day Parade.

Councilwoman Rose Checchio:
Recreation Commission, Cultural Arts
and Special Events, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, His-
torical Documentation, and Scotch
Plains Charity Golf Tournament.

Councilman John Del Sordi: En-
vironmental Commission, Munici-
pal Alliance, PTA, and Senior Citi-
zen Advisory.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones:
Planning Board, 5K Race Commit-
tee, Finance/Review Committee, and
Technology.

Councilman Ted Sera: Shared
Services, Fire Department, Senior
Housing Board of Trustees, and
Frazee House.

St. Pat’s Parade Comm.
Slates Bartenders Party

COUNTY — The Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee will
host its annual Celebrity Bartenders
fundraiser on Sunday, January 15, from
1 to 7 p.m. It will take place at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.

Entertainment will include the
Celtic rock band Bloody Callan and a
mass pipes and drums performance.
Tickets are $5 each and include cof-
fee, tea, cake and hot dogs. Refillable
commemorative mugs are $10.

The Celebrity Bartenders party will
benefit the 21st Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, which will step
off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 11,
on Morris Avenue in Union.

For tickets or more information about
the Celebrity Bartenders event, contact
Kathy Noonan at (908) 906-4622 or
Marc Dowling at (908) 967-0740. Tick-
ets also will be available at the door.

For more information about the
2017 Union County St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.



Page 4  Thursday, January 5, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $36 • Two-year – $68 • Three-year – $99
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

People Who Want to Vote Dem Are
Prevented Due to Blatant Intolerance

End Madness of
Legislative Districts

Regarding your December 29, 2016
editorial call for more competitive
Legislative Districts: They will never
be competitive as long as 40 are rep-
resented by three redundant bodies
each (sic; one state Senator and two
Assemblypersons).

At most, only three districts have
had mixed representation in the last
decade. It is a lazy system where
“teams” are elected and not people.

End the madness and let us have a
unicameral house with 120 respon-
sive districts.

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

Dear Madam Chairwoman (Demo-
cratic National Committee),

Since 1972, the Democratic Party has
been under the control of far-left ele-
ments. These elements have controlled
the presidential nomination process, the
recruitment of candidates for public of-
fices, the platform committees and so on.
Though they have tolerated centrists like
Bill Clinton in the 90s and Jimmy Carter
in the 70s, the far left has been pulling the
party to their direction that in 2016, they
were rejected at the ballot box.

The far-left, which includes people
such as you, Bernie Sanders, Keith
Ellison, Maxine Waters and others, are
the most intolerant people on the face of
the earth next to ISIS and the Taliban.
They tolerate no conversations and dis-
cussions on issues, and they prevent new
ideas, policies and philosophies from
coming to fruition. Because of this, people
who want to vote Democrat are prevented
from doing so because of this blatant
intolerance.

The modern Democratic Party has for
too damn long catered to the demands
and desires of the elites in D.C., Manhat-
tan and Malibu. The Party has a distain
for people in flyover country, a distain for
working-class Americans, a distain for
people of faith and a distain for the Middle
Class and their values. It has abandoned
farmers it has abandoned labor workers
and all for what? To suck on the coins and
bills of Billionaire elitists, some of who
are mentally ill and have shady reputa-
tions in the U.S. and around the world.
The Democrats have made shady deals

with radical environmental activists, radi-
cal abortion-rights supporters, and racial
arsonists, activists who engage in iden-
tity politics, gun control activists and
Hollywood leftists. If this continues, the
party will suffer more in the future. The
Democratic Party has to and must allow
all voices to be heard inside the tent,
something that it has refused to do for
years and decades.

For example, in 1992 and 1996, the
Democratic Party prevented then Penn-
sylvania Governor Robert P. Casey from
speaking at the conventions because of
his anti-abortion position. In 2016, the
Democratic Party prevented former Vir-
ginia Senator Jim Webb from speaking
there because of his foreign policy posi-
tions, which were not similar to Barack
Obama’s and because he was a gun rights
supporter. Since the group’s inception,
Democrats for Life of America has been
forbidden to have a seat at the table
because this would aggravate abortion
rights supporters, despite that fact that
they have went out of their way to support
Democratic candidates. The party has a
great deal of amend and restitution to
make. It is time they did so, because they
haven’t for years. Arrogant bastards.

It is time that this party cleans its act
up. It is time for this party to take inven-
tory and see where the hell it went wrong.
If it refused to do so, it will continue to
lose elections and support, not to mention
its soul. May that process begin? Thank
You.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

Town Needs to Think
About Infrastructure
As a high school student in Scotch

Plains who walks home most days
after school, I usually take the side-
walks on the busy streets. What I have
noticed, however, is that the side-
walks I walk on here in town are
cracked, uneven, and unsafe. Also on
most busy roads, there are not enough
sidewalks.

On Martine Avenue by Cooper
Road, there is a sidewalk on both
sides of the road, but there is only one
small section where the sidewalks
overlap. In that section there is no
crosswalk to get to the other side of
the street. There is also no shoulder to
walk on, since it is occupied by the
turning lane. This makes it hard to
cross the street and it is rare that
someone will let you cross.

On other busy streets I see the side-
walks in disrepair and cracked due to
tree roots. This can be dangerous for
kids riding their bikes, the elderly, or
anyone with a disability. I find them
unsafe to walk on, ride a bike on, and
am also worried for the other people
of the town. I feel the town needs to
start thinking about its infrastructure
in 2017, and should start by adding
new sidewalks, repairing damaged
sidewalks, and adding new pedes-
trian crosswalks.

I believe that executing this will
make the town a much safer place to
get around and will also make the
town look a lot nicer.

John Iannaccone
Scotch Plains

One Can Only Guess As to The
Property Tax Increase

I noticed a recent media letter about
Affordable Housing by Lorraine Wearley,
ph.d. She states that affordable housing
should be provided in each community.
This letter was published in multiple
neighboring towns. She properly states
that residents are concerned with prop-
erty values, crime and school ratings.

She fails to realize that in Scotch Plains
we pay over 65 percent of our property
taxes to the school system already. Who
does Dr. Wearley expect to pay for these
extra students? Then there is the increase
in police, fire and emergency services.
Again who will fund these increase ser-
vices? It no doubt [it] will not be the low-
income housing, but the already taxed-
to-limit existing residents.

Dr. Wearley failed to provide evidence
that that property values, property taxes,
crime, congestion or the impact on our
school system will not be realized as she
stated.

She did mention in her letter that the
Supreme Court ruled that each mu-
nicipality must provide a plan to build
affordable housing. Is this the Supreme
Court that brought us the hated “Ab-
bot Districts,” were by we pay for
schools in other towns and starve our
community resulting in significant
amounts of the fore mentioned prop-
erty taxes.

She mentioned is it not better to roll
over than pay lawyers. One can see that as
nothing more than a blackmail effort.
Then what makes it worse is the potential
that builders are pushing for additional
construction. This would serve to in-
crease their revenue on the backs of Scotch
Plains taxpayers.

Some of the places talked about are
Parker Gardens on Terrill Road and
Bowcraft on Route 22. We all know how
congested both of these roads become
during busy times. During a past town
council meeting it was mentioned that
some 75 percent of the building must be
affordable units for families and only 25
percent for seniors.

When I moved into town, there were
cows and horses on the south side. If
Dr. Wearley gets her wish, these will
be replaced with multi-storied apart-
ments.

Leave to be said this is not the only
challenge that our new council will face
starting in January. Scotch Plains has not

had a re-assessment of the property taxes
for all dwellings in town, in excess of 30
years. Some of our neighboring commu-
nities have been forced to re-evaluate
their towns. This is estimated to cost
approximately $1 million. Its impact is
thought to affect a one-third that will go
up, one-third will go down and one-third
will be the same. How would you like to
be one of the one-third that goes up?

I have heard it speculated that those
homes that have not had significant work
would see the biggest impact. I hope this
is wrong, but if true will impact those that
budget the amount for their taxes, be-
cause they do not want or cannot afford
any more improvement tax monies. Mayor
Al Smith mentioned both of these items
shortly after he was sworn in on January
1, 2017.

The third is the $7-million bond that
our council this past year authorized.
This amount will have to be paid back by
the taxpayers over the course of time.
There was disagreement on the council,
that some of the items that were paid for
with this borrowed money should have
been placed in the budget. However, as
done by the county as well. This debt
service is exempt from the state imposed
cap limit. We previously received two
years of low tax increases, but residents
grabs your chairs and check books, be-
cause soon we will have to write a check
for these items.

The Star-Ledger on February 6, 2016
indicated that of all 21 counties in N.J.,
Union County has the second highest
average property taxes, with Scotch
Plains, per the Star-Ledger on February
9, 2016 having the fourth highest in Union
County. The newspaper also indicated
that drivers in New Jersey pay the most to
insure a car.

No doubt Dr. Wearley, the Supreme
Court and our politicians are aiming to
make our standing even worse!

I wish the very best for the new town
council. They appear to rushing head
long into an un-winnable situation. One
can only guess as to the property tax
increase — will it be 5 percent, 10 percent
or what? If restrained by the state im-
posed caps we will have to borrow to pay
these increased costs.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, (908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Many Opportunities Can Be
Found to Beat Winter ‘Blahs’

The holidays are over for another year. Trees are
being taken down, Christmas and Hanukkah decora-
tions stored away, used gift wrapping and boxes
stacked for recycling, and memories tucked away
for the future...

With all the festivities behind us, we may soon find
ourselves coping with the winter “blahs.” While
skiers and other winter-sport enthusiasts are typi-
cally in their glory this time of year, along with those
planning tropical getaways, others can find January
and February to be an excruciatingly long stretch.

So what can folks do to get themselves through the
winter doldrums? Frigid temperatures and bleak-
looking landscapes may not leave us feeling very
ambitious, but there are a variety of options to help
us keep busy as we count down the slightly more
than 10 weeks left until spring.

How about starting your “spring cleaning” or
related projects now? Many people have interior
cleanup or reorganizing tasks that perennially sit on
the back burner throughout the year. Instead of
waiting until spring, when milder temperatures
beckon us outdoors, why not tackle these jobs in the
weeks ahead, on days when it’s too cold to be
outside?

Looking to get out of the house for a while

instead? Weather permitting, winter can be the
ideal time to check out some of the myriad educa-
tional and entertaining programs being featured at
our community libraries, as well as sites such as
Westfield’s Miller-Cory House Museum and the
Crane-Phillips House Museum in Cranford. Both
historic landmarks have seasonal family programs
scheduled during the winter.

Ample opportunities also abound for those seeking
a new venture, activity or a way to give back that are
close to home. Various local libraries offer evening or
afternoon book clubs, or you might consider enrolling
in one of the many adult education or fitness classes
available in the area. Additionally, many civic organi-
zations, charitable entities and hospitals are always
looking for new members and volunteers. All such
endeavors can be rewarding long beyond the winter
months, offering the chance to learn new skills, make
new friends, hone new interests or enhance one’s life
or the life of someone else.

Although there isn’t anything we can do about the
length, look or feel of winter, there is plenty we can
do to beat the blahs and bring some inner warmth
into our daily routines, even without a fireplace. We
wish everyone a safe and satisfying winter journey.
Spring really isn’t that far off.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Baccate – Bearing berries
2. Nisus – An effort or endeavor
3. Lavolta – An old dance somewhat

resembling the waltz
4. Arachis – The common peanut

BRUMMAGEM
1. Anything cheap and gaudy such as

imitation jewelry
2. A medieval cannon on wheels
3. A nagging, scolding woman
4. Small number; insufficiency

VAFROUS
1. Salty; saline
2. Nomadic; roving
3. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
4. Crafty or cunning

DIAPHANOUS
1. Producing dew
2. Transparent or translucent
3. Wanting; needy
4. Discolored or blackened as if by

burning
BAWBEE

1. An old work horse
2. An Eskimo coat made of bird feath-

ers
3. Wobbling or walking in a swaying

manner
4. A half penny or small coin

New Year Brings Change In
Leadership, Appointed Officials

With the new year comes new leadership in Scotch
Plains with Al Smith as the new mayor and Ted Spera
as the new councilman. The changes give Republicans
three of the five seats on the governing body. Change
also is coming to Cranford, where Tom Hannen, Jr. was
sworn in last night as mayor under the new 3-to-2
Democrat majority after three years under Republican
rule. Ann Dooley, a Democrat, joined the committee,
which gave her party the majority.

In Garwood, Democrats Jennifer Blumenstock and
Marc Lazarow joined the borough council to give the
party a 4-to-2 council majority plus the mayor’s office.

In Washington, there is a huge change as President-
Elect Donald Trump takes office on January 20 and the
new Congress was sworn in on Tuesday, the first time
in a decade Republicans will have majorities in both
houses of Congress and the White House. One of their
first acts was to rename the Office of Congressional
Ethics and put it under the oversight of the Committee
on Ethics, which is a panel made up of members of
Congress. Somehow Congress and Ethics don’t seem
to go together regardless of which party has majority.

At the local level, change in party means change in
municipal appointments. In Scotch Plains, the law firm
of former (acting) governor Donald DiFrancesco —
DiFrancesco, Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum — is back in as township attorney. Jeff Lehrer

previously served as attorney. Mr. DiFrancesco, a
Republican, was Senate president for many years
before becoming acting governor after Christine
Whitman resigned to become head of the EPA in the
George W. Bush Administration. Kip Bateman, one of
the firm’s partners, is a long-time state lawmaker from
Somerset County. Mr. DiFrancesco previously served
as the long-time Scotch Plains township attorney. His
campaign for governor in 2001 hit a snag over an ethics
issue while he served as township attorney. Are there
not any other law firms to serve as attorney?

In Cranford, Ryan Cooper is taking over as township
attorney, replacing Diane Dabulas. Mr. Cooper, who
has been critical of Governor Chris Christie on social
media, is a member of the Cranford Board of Educa-
tion. Is there a conflict here? What happens if there is
a legal dispute involving the township and school
board or a shared-services contract?

The county will continue a second year under the
direction of Bruce Bergen as he will serve another
year as freeholder chairman. The chairman’s post
is an annual appointment by the nine-member free-
holder board. A similar action occurred in Cranford
when the then-GOP-controlled committee ap-
pointed Andis Kalnins to serve as mayor three
consecutive years, only ending this year as Demo-
crats regained power.

Last Train to Clarksville
My husband grew up in Westfield

and now we have raised three children
here. Although we always enjoyed hav-
ing a train line, it was never something
we used to commute to our work.

Now having a grown child commut-
ing to NYC, we have had a new under-
standing of how using mass transit on
a daily basis works. We learned about
getting a parking permit and having to
wait two years minimum and have made
different arrangements to deal with that.
Most recently though I was struck by
the parking situation in the north and
south side lots regarding hours.

Our son does not work tradition
hours, sometimes leaving for work to
1:30 p.m. and not returning until the
last train to Westfield about 1:50 a.m.
My husband and I will often leave a car
parked for him in the lot to drive home

since he arrives so late. I was puzzled to
receive a ticket for overnight parking at
1:45 a.m. in lot 2 when the last train
arrives at 1:50 a.m.

When I went back to look at the signs
I can see that free parking ends at 1 a.m.
on both the north and south side train
lots. So now the question...why would
parking be considered overnight at a
train station until the last train arrives?
This just makes no common sense to
me at all. I can understand not wanting
overnight parking in the train lots, but
shouldn’t you wait to determine if it is
overnight after the last train arrives?

I have paid my $25 ticket, but truly
hope we can have some common sense
when it comes to ticketing cars and
what overnight actually means.

Christina Serratelli
Westfield

I Think Russians Would Want
Another ‘Obama-Like’ Admin.

There were two things that were put
forth as gospel by the media regarding the
hacking leaks. First, the Russians did it
and second, it was done with “the specific
purpose of electing Donald Trump.” The
first is not unlikely. I think the second
statement is important for it’s obvious
political ramifications.

The likes of a Hillary Clinton Demo-

crat administration and more people “like”
Ash Carter, John Kerry, Susan Rice and
Valerie Jarrett being formidable foes of
Putin is comical. If anything, I would
think the Russians would want another
“Obama-like” administration so he can
continue his unchecked expansions.

Robert Cozzolina
Westfield
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TRIAL LAWYERS
Accident Lawyers

Est. 1984

• Personal Injury

• Pedestrian Accidents

• Workers Compensation

• Slip and Fall

• Motor Vehicle Accidents

• Dog Bites

• Criminal Defense

• Immigration

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS, ARNOLD & MANGAN, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • www.bramnicklaw.com

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith’s Address January 1, 2017
Good afternoon and Happy New Year

everyone! I am proud and honored to
speak to you today as your new Mayor.
I am only here because thousands of
you, Republicans, Democrats, and In-
dependents, voted for me. I would like
to express my sincere thanks to the
residents for electing and entrusting
me to lead our great town. I am deeply
humbled and honored by your trust in
me to lead Scotch Plains, and I will
work diligently to fulfill that trust.

For those of you who did not vote for
me, as I said on many front door steps,
“gimmie a chance.” I pledge to work
for the benefit of all residents, whether
you voted for me or not.

First, I would like to thank Township
Manager Al Mirabella and Township
Clerk Bonnie Lacina and their staffs
for the excellent work they have done
in supporting this township reorgani-
zation meeting.

I would also like to say thank you to
my fellow council members for their
teamwork and leadership in reorganiz-
ing the council for 2017. Council-
woman Checchio is on vacation and
cannot be here today, but she also played
a key role in the reorganization.

One of my favorite presidents is
James K. Polk who served from 1845
to 1849. He articulated his four major
goals as President and completed them
in his four-year term.

My running mate Ted Spera and I ran
on a five-point plan, and we will work
hard with the rest of council to imple-
ment those five points in the next four
years. We’ll start at the first conference
meeting of the year on January 10th by
introducing an ordinance to bar part-
time elected official from receiving
health benefits from the township.
When enacted, members of this coun-
cil, as part-time elected officials, will
not be entitled to receive taxpayer-
funded health benefits whether the town
is on the state health benefits plan or
private insurance.

At the January 10th meeting, I will
also introduce an ordinance to limit the
pay of council members including the
mayor to $1 per year from the current
$6,000 per year. I want to have an open
conversation with the council mem-
bers and the public as to merits of
making our positions truly voluntary. If
this ordinance passes, it would make
the Scotch Plains town council like
Fanwood and Westfield where the sal-
ary for council members is also only
$1. I have already informed the man-
ager in writing that I am voluntarily not
taking the $6,000 regardless of whether
this proposed ordinance passes.

As part of our five-point plan, I laid
out a vision for downtown develop-
ment. We’ll start the redevelopment pro-
cess today by appointing a downtown
planner and redevelopment attorney.

Going forward, we will reestablish
and reinvigorate the downtown business
association for greater input by the busi-
ness community and create a business-
friendly approach between government
and businesses. Downtown development
will also include a component where
residents can share their views.

Scotch Plains has many historical
treasures. As part of our Downtown
development, we want to continue to
restore and maintain these historical
treasures attracting more people to visit
Scotch Plains and its downtown. Spe-
cifically: for the Frazee House, we will
further the township’s relationship with
the Rotary and seek additional grant
funding.

For the Cannonball House: now that
the roof has been sealed to prevent
leakage, we will work to restore por-
tions of the interior.

For the Hamilton House which pro-
vides office space for the Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center, work has
begun on the window frame and sill
replacement; springtime we will see
additional improvements: exterior
painting and new awnings. For the
Shady Rest, we will Continue the Phase
III - interior restoration in a way that
makes economic sense. Just to make it
clear, I have no plan to knock down The
Sshady Rest.

2017 will continue to see robust
downtown activities including 4th of
July fireworks. I’ll comment more on
these activities when I announce the
mayor’s appointments to the various
committees and commissions. How-
ever, I thank all our residents who are
leading or participating on these com-
mittees and commissions.

They have come forward volunteer-
ing their precious time to make these
events great successes. And they do it
because they enjoy it, and they care for
Scotch Plains. Another priority in our
five-point plan is recreation. I’ve met
with Matt Mercurio the recreation di-
rector, and I believe our recreation pro-
gram will be stronger than ever. The
council looks forward to working with
Manager Mirabella, the Recreation
Commission and the recreation direc-
tor to maintain a high degree of field
maintenance and increase field space
through acquisition and more efficient
use of our current fields.

To better serve our senior citizens,
we will create an Office of Senior Citi-
zens Affairs to work with the township
administration to be a resource for
Scotch Plains senior citizens, improve
their recreational programs, and con-
tinue progress on establishing a senior
citizens nutrition program. There will
be a new, more robust Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign for 2017, focused on pro-
moting healthy living and awareness
for people of all ages.

I have learned over the years that the
Scotch Plains Library is one of the most
important assets we have. It provides
services and programs that meet the
needs of our community. I have met with
Michele Willis who leads the library and
look forward to supporting her efforts to
make the library even better.

Unfortunately, we face two serious
challenges.

First, Scotch Plains is facing a major
lawsuit from a group called Fair Share
Housing and several developers. On
November 29, 2016, the Superior Court
of New Jersey ordered Scotch Plains to
either enter an affordable housing settle-
ment or go to trial starting February 27,
2017. This is a very important proceed-
ing for Scotch Plains as it will deter-
mine our affordable housing target for
the next 10 years and where such af-

fordable housing will be built, in some
cases forcing us to change our zoning
laws.

We need to file our position with the
court by January 27, 2017.

The council, Manager Mirabell and
his staff, our planner and our attorneys
are working diligently to present the
court with the correct facts regarding
Scotch Plains to attain a fair affordable
housing allotment and a plan that is
best suited to Scotch Plains.

Not only will this impact our 2017
budget, we need to get this one right.

Second, you probably have heard
that the state has ordered several towns
in the area including Westfield to do a
town-wide property reevaluation for
tax assessments purposes. It has been
over 30 years since Scotch Plains has
done such a reevaluation, and we can
expect the state soon to order Scotch
Plains to perform such a reevaluation.
We can hope it won’t happen in 2017,
but I want to be proactive. We will plan
for a town-wide reevaluation in the
2017 budget. Again, this will be expen-
sive item.

Which leads to the 2017 Scotch
Plains municipal budget. Over the last
several years we have had minimal or
no tax increases. We want to continue
that trend.

One of the five points I discussed
during the campaign was to develop
fiscally responsible budgets by keep-
ing borrowing and spending in check.

With expensive items like the af-
fordable housing court case, the town-
wide property reevaluations, downtown
redevelopment, etc., it is just not clear
how the budget will be affected.

Therefore, I will propose at our up-
coming conference meeting on Janu-
ary 10 that we put a freeze on hiring and
pay raises and keep all budgets at 2016
levels until we finalize a 2017 budget.
In this manner, we can prioritize what
we can accomplish in 2017. I expect
the freeze to be short term, as we quickly
come to terms with the budget in the
next few months.

We will pursue, two efforts to help
control budget expense while main-
taining a high level of service.

Today, I am announcing the creation
of a new committee, the Finance and
Departmental Review Committee. Dur-
ing budget season, this committee will
focus on analyzing the budget. After
budget season, the committee will fo-
cus on one or two departments, review-
ing their finances and operations in
greater depth. It will look to see what
we may be doing that is no longer
needed, or what we should be doing
that we aren’t, or how we can provide
the same services more cost efficiently
We also will pursue shared services. I
have had initial discussion with Mayor

Mahr of Fanwood and Mayor Skibitsky
of Westfield regarding shared services
and look forward to future discussion.

Oh, by the way, you beleaguered
Scotch Plains residents who have had to
get up at 3 a.m. to secure a parking slot
at the Fanwood Train Station, Mayor
Mahr and I have begun working on a
solution. I think there is an excellent
chance we can fix this situation in 2017.

Let me close by talking about our
first responders.

I have had initial meetings with Po-
lice Chief Conley, Fire Chief Ellis,
Rescue Squad Chief Sullivan and Of-
fice of Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Van Natta. These dedicated pro-
fessionals lead our great first respond-
ers. In the tradition of past mayors, I
pledge to support them and ensure that
our first responders have the tools and
training they need to keep all Scotch
Plains residents safe and healthy.

Let me just mention a few of the
good things happening with our first
responder organizations.

I recently had the privilege of wit-
nessing five promotions in the police
department – one promotion to lieuten-
ant and four promotions to sergeant.
With the recent addition of two new
police officers and these promotions,
Chief Conley’s department is stronger
and will operate more efficiently.

OEM Coordinator Van Natta is work-
ing on plans to reshape the OEM orga-
nization to maximize its responsive-
ness to extreme emergencies.

The volunteer fire department has
two new trucks replacing equipment
that was more than 30 years old. Chief
Ellis tells me that volunteers have in-
creased.

Chief Sullivan indicated that the vol-
unteer rescue squad is working well.
The chief also described an exciting
partnership between the squad and JFK
Hospital, which will provide a local
ambulance staffed by JFK paramedics
for advance life support.

Watch for more information from
the rescue squad.

Being all volunteer, the Fire Depart-
ment and Rescue Squad are always looks
for new volunteers. If you are interested,
Google Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
and Scotch Plains Fire Department.

My priority will always be the safety
of our residents and first responders.

Thank you for coming this afternoon
and may God bless Scotch Plains, the
United States and all its people, espe-
cially those servicing in the armed forces.

Commentary: BOE & Town Attorney
Concerning the appointment of

Ryan Cooper as Cranford Township
Attorney while serving on the
Cranford Board of Education, we ask
if it is legal for someone to serve on
both at the same time?

The answer: It’s not illegal. How-

ever, there will be a million conflicts
of interest that will likely arise. Every
time there is anything to do with agree-
ments between the school board and
town council such as shared services,
fields, properties, he will have to re-
cuse himself from both roles.

From The Governor: (5 Years Ago)

Sick Days: Use It Or Lose It
TRENTON — December 28, 2011:

Just 14 days remain in the lame duck
session for legislators to act on real sick
pay reform, but with such broad agree-
ment what is the holdup? These mayors,
Republicans and Democrats understand
that this issue is not a partisan issue. “This
issue is an issue of common sense. This
should be easy. And the fact that we’re
still waiting to get this done, to me, makes
no sense. I really call on the legislature,
let’s get this done,” – Governor Chris
Christie, Town Hall.

With 234 Mayors On Sick Pay Re-
form, Teaneck, N.J., December 8, 2011
Legislators On Both Sides Of The Aisle
Agree On The Need To End Sick Leave
Payouts: Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D): “said he agreed with the
governor that employees should not be
paid for unused sick time. ‘I believe you
should use it or lose it’ …” (Chris
Megerian, “Christie Touts Tighter Regu-
lation On Public Worker Benefits,”
NorthJersey.com, 11/17/11) Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean (R): “The legis-
lature should do away with payouts alto-
gether and keep them at zero because it’s
the right thing to do.” (Stacy Proebstle,
“NJ Legislative Leaders Debate Sick
Leave Payouts,” NJ 101.5, 12/14/11)
Senator and Union City Mayor Brian P.
Stack (D): “In fact I’ll say it on the record
today. I’ll be a co-sponsor of that legisla-
tion, on the sick pay and the vacation pay.
No doubt about it.” (Mayor Brian Stack,
Remarks At Town Hall, West New York,
N.J., 12/6/11) Senator Jeff Van Drew
(D): “I have no problem with zero (accu-
mulated days) in the future. People have
accumulated what they have, but moving
forward it could be at zero.” (Steven
Lemongello, “Area mayors join others
from across New Jersey in support of
Gov. Christie’s sick day and vacation day
payout reform,” The Press of Atlantic
City, 12/9/11) Assemblyman David Rible
(R) “said the state should follow the State
Police model. “It doesn’t provide payouts
but offers a generous amount of them
during the life of the officer’s career.’”
(Stacy Proebstle, “NJ Legislative Lead-
ers Debate Sick Leave Payouts,” NJ 101.5,
12/14/11) A Bipartisan Group of 234
Mayors Have Joined Governor Christie’s

Call For The Legislature To Take Action:
“Teaneck Mayor Mohammed
Hameeduddin said his city had to pay
about $500,000 to five deputy fire chiefs
who retired and still could owe as much
as $4.3 million in payouts to employees
who have yet to retire. ‘We had to go to
emergency appropriates for half a million
for time that they accrued and time that
they earned,’ he said.” (Melissa Hayes
and John Reitmeyer, “Gov. Christie Urges
Lawmakers To Reform Sick Pay In
Teaneck Visit,” NorthJersey.com, 12/8/
11) “[Hoboken Mayor Dawn] Zimmer
said, ‘It’s about the city employees who
are working very hard, not those working
the system.’ … She went on to mention
how the costs of civil service litigation in
her town are an inappropriate use of
taxpayer money.” (Gennarose Pope, “Sick
days are for the sick,” Hudson Reporter,
12/11/11) West New York Mayor Felix
Roque: “I always say a commander has to
make a tough decision,’ Roque pro-
claimed to Christie in front of the audi-
ence. ‘And you’re the commander and
I’m sure you’re making those tough deci-
sions. And I also say in the military, when
the going gets tough, the tough get going
and you’re doing it so I’m proud.’” (Mayor
Brian Stack, Remarks At Town Hall,
West New York, NJ, 12/6/11) “Brigan-
tine Mayor Phil Guenther supports the
governor’s reform initiative, but not for
existing employees.

… ‘It’s a new era,’ Guenther added,
‘and contracts going forward should
reflect that. There’s a new reality that
all municipalities and government
agencies are facing. We all realize
there’s fiscal challenges going for-
ward.’” (Steven Lemongello, “Area
mayors join others from across New
Jersey in support of Gov. Christie’s
sick day and vacation day payout re-
form,” The Press of Atlantic City, 12/
9/11) “Northfield Mayor Vince
Mazzeo, a Democrat, another of the
signees, said that he was in favor of
“basically anything that helps us with
the burden of these sick (days).”
(Steven Lemongello, “Area mayors
join others from across New Jersey in
support of Gov. Christie’s sick day
and vacation day payout reform.”
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– Obituaries –Joanne Bliss Hogan, 90, Loved Family;
Talented Writer, Interior Decorator

Joanne Bliss Hogan

Joanne Bliss Hogan, a resident of
Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas, died on
Monday, December 5, 2016,
peacefully in her home at
the age of 90.

Born October 28, 1926
in Watertown, New York,
to Joris Bliss and Ethel
Mildred (O’Brien)
Rasbach, Joanne graduated
from the Barbizon Model-
ing School and Katharine
Gibbs Secretarial School in
Manhattan, New York, af-
ter attending high school on
Oahu, Hawaii.

Joanne married her devoted hus-
band of 67 years, Henry Wilson Hogan,
on August 3, 1949, and together they
traveled and lived around the world in
the service of their country. Joanne
was a talented writer and interior deco-
rator in addition to being a loving

mother and wife. She added beauty
and grace wherever she went and en-

riched the lives of every-
one who knew her.

Joanne is survived and
will be missed by her
adoring husband, who
was the love of her life;
her five children, Joris
Michael Hogan, Nancy
Cathryn Hardwick,
Leslie Joanne Bishop,
Erin Jennifer Bonheim
and Patrick Brien
Hogan; 18 grandchil-
dren; 26 great-grand-

children and five great-great-grand-
children.

Please make gifts in her memory to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal at www.stjude.org.
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Paul S. Kueter, 91, Pianist Whose
Career In Music Spanned 70 Years

Composer, performer, arranger,
producer, teacher, and accompanist,
Paul Schulte Kueter “wanted to help
heal the world with music.” In pur-
suit of this goal, he lived and worked
his entire life as a musician. He died
on September 20, 2016 in Summit,
New Jersey.

Born and raised in South Saint Louis,
the youngest of seven, his grandpar-
ents were German immigrants. He of-
ten credited his upbringing in the Mid-
west and his loving parents as the
source of his values, including neigh-
borliness, fairness, simplicity, kind-
ness, and a strong work ethic. He went
on to have six children of his own.

Mr. Kueter started playing by ear on
an upright piano when he was four
years old, and began lessons at eight. It
wasn’t until he was thirteen that he
really fell in love with classical music.
As he later recalled, he would sit on his
front porch and listen to classical mu-
sic records while looking out over the
vast park across the street. “It was like
listening to music of the gods.”

He continued his musical studies
through high school, earning a two-
year scholarship with Corinne
Lacomblé, a distinguished pianist and
guest pianist to major symphony or-
chestras. At the same time, his life-
long penchant for words and writing
as well as current events emerged as
he served as editor to the Cleveland
High School paper. Upon graduation
in January 1943, he was awarded a
scholarship to Columbia University
in New York to study journalism.
Faced with the draft for the War,
however, he decided to enlist in the
Navy and entered the V12 program
for officer training in July 1943.

Mr. Kueter began his initial higher
education as part of this program,
first studying liberal arts at Central
College (now Central Methodist Uni-
versity) in Fayette, Missouri, where,
in addition to his other talents, he
excelled in physics. Consequently, he
was given the opportunity to pursue a
degree at the University of Michigan
Ann Arbor. He graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science in the summer of
1945. His next step would be a three-
month immersion in officer prepared-
ness in San Francisco, and then as-
signment to active duty in the Pacific.

By a twist of circumstance, in No-
vember 1945 he received a medical
discharge, which proved to be a turn-
ing point in his life. While riding on the
train to go back home, he asked him-
self what he should do with his future.
“The world was in a mess and needed
healing,” he later remembered, “and I
knew music could be a great healing
force.” He decided at that moment to
make music his life. He promptly en-
rolled in Chicago Musical College.
There he studied with Rudolph Ganz,
world-renowned pianist, conductor,
and educator, and graduated in 1949.
Later in life he continued his musical
studies at Columbia University, where
he studied with Thomas Richner.

In the fall of 1949 Mr. Kueter went
to New York to begin his professional
career. He immersed himself in the
world of ballet, playing for rehearsals,
and accompanying classes for many
of the acclaimed choreographers of
the time, including Antony Tudor,
Jerome Robbins, George Ballanchine,
and Martha Graham. Eventually he
would collaborate with dancer Bruce
King and record “Color Me Ballet,”
original works for the ballet studio.
Years later, he would attribute his
masterful ability to improvise to these
early days. It became so easy for him,
he once casually remarked, that he
often read The New York Times while
improvising for ballet classes.

In 1954 and 1955, he toured the
United States with a preeminent balle-
rina from the Ballet Russe, Ruthanna
Boris, along with her company, mak-
ing the circuit in the Community Con-
certs series, a program that brought a
wide variety of musical culture to
smaller American cities and rural ar-
eas. Thus began a pattern of both pro-
fessional and pleasure travel that would
often reappear throughout his life.
Eventually he would perform all
through Europe, as well as Canada, the
Caribbean, and throughout the United
States. His personal travels would in-

clude numerous bicycle trips through
France, visits to Portugal, Spain, Italy,
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Norway,
the Netherlands, and Kenya.

In 1957, Mr. Kueter moved with
his first wife and children to Westfield,
New Jersey, where he began almost
sixty years of private teaching. From
1967 to 1977 he was a member of the
music faculty at Douglass College,
Rutgers University.

During the sixties and seventies Mr.
Kueter began to bring his talent as a
concert pianist to the fore. He guest
soloed with leading regional sympho-
nies in New Jersey and performed as
an ensemble artist in Carnegie Hall,
Town Hall, and Carnegie Recital Hall.
At this time, he also began to show his
unique ability for bringing together a
wide variety of musicians and music
before local audiences, beginning with
his “Pathways in Music” series in
Mountainside, New Jersey. During his
life, he would organize and present
countless chamber music groups, sing-
ers, and individual artists in programs
featuring the music of a particular era
or composer. During the last ten years
of his life, he produced numerous pro-
grams for the Plainfield Musical Club
at Crescent Avenue Church, including
bicentennial celebrations of Schumann
and Mendelssohn and music of the
Impressionist and Romantic Eras. Mr.
Kueter had a summer home in the
Adirondacks, where he vacationed for
over 40 years. There he organized
programs to support the Lewis County
Historical Society.

Mr. Kueter’s marriage to accom-
plished pianist Carolle-Ann
Mochernuk in 1985 ushered in a new
chapter of musical collaboration. As
a team, they performed individually
and four-hand piano in concerts all
over the greater New York Metro-
politan Area, Europe, and the West
Coast. In February 2002 the duo per-
formed at Trinity Church in New York
in honor of the victims of 9/11.

During these years, Mr. Kueter
brought his masterful skill as an ar-
ranger to create concerts featuring
the works of the Broadway greats –
Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, George
Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, and
Frederick Loewe – juxtaposed with
pieces by classical composers. He
presented these programs with anec-
dotes and historical perspectives, cre-
ating highly entertaining and infor-
mative experiences for his audiences.
Mr. Kueter and his wife brought these
concerts to the West Coast and re-
corded several CDs together.

In addition to performing and teach-
ing, Mr. Kueter composed ballet
scores, which were choreographed
and performed in New York and on
tour, solo works for piano, chamber
music, and choral works. One of his
ballets, “The Stone Image,” won the
Freda Miller Award in 1963.

Aside from his musical life, Mr.
Kueter had a deep intellectual curios-
ity about world and local history, art,
culture, and current events. He rev-
eled in stimulating conversation, dur-
ing which he could easily pluck from
memory a name, a fact, or a relevant
insight. He was relaxedly precise with
his turn of phrase, meticulous with his
grammar, a prolific letter-writer, au-
thor of haiku as well as doggerel.

Looking back at his life, Mr. Kueter
was gratified that he could pursue his
musical calling and also raise his fam-
ily. Arguably, these two endeavors
were equally important to him. “I
never had to push a pencil in an of-
fice. I’ve always been able to earn my
living as a musician and raise a fam-
ily. I’ve never regretted being a musi-
cian. I’ve always loved it.”

Mr. Kueter is survived by his wife,
Carolle-Ann Mochernuk of North
Plainfield, New Jersey; his second
wife, Carolyn Klinger-Kueter, and
their two children, Derek and Kristin;
and his four children, David, Kathy,
Karen, and Erica, from his first wife,
Elizabeth Kniffin.

A memorial concert for friends and
family will be held at 3 p.m. on April
15, 2017 at the First Unitarian Soci-
ety of Plainfield, 724 Park Avenue,
Plainfield, New Jersey. The family
invites the general public to attend.
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F-SP Service League Seeks
Scholarship Applicants

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League currently is accepting
applications for scholarships from
high-school seniors residing in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains who will
graduate in 2017, as well as those
residents presently attending college
or post-high school technical schools.
Applications can be obtained from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) guidance office, lo-
cated at 667 Westfield Road, Scotch
Plains. The submission deadline is
Wednesday, February 15, 2017.

Recipients are selected with par-
ticular emphasis on demonstrated
commitment to volunteerism and
community service while in high
school and college. Financial need,
outside employment and demon-
strated ability to succeed at post-high
school studies also are part of the
decision-making process.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-

vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
more than $1.2 million for local
causes. Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about the League or League
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the website
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com,
or speak to any volunteers at the
League’s thrift shop. The shop is
located at 1741 East 2nd Street,
Scotch Plains.

Interested persons also are encour-
aged to check out the organization’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and to give
the League a “Like.” Thrift shop hours
are Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free parking is
available on the street and in the rear of
the building. Visitors may enter the
parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Youth Recreation
Set In Fanwood

FANWOOD — With the arrival of
the new year, Fanwood Recreation
has announced its Winter 2017 lineup
of after-school programs for youth.
Coming back are such favorites as
LEGO Club, Babysitting Certifica-
tion Class, Junior First Responders,
Child’s Play Challenge Course,
Schoolhouse Chess, Wonder League
Robotics Club, and Writopia.

New additions include Nature’s
Neighborhood’s Winter Garden and
Group Flute Lessons. For the young-
est athletes, USA Sport Group will
offer several sections of Soccer
Squirts, held indoors. Most of these
programs will begin the week of
Monday, January 23.

For more information, including
detailed descriptions, dates, times,
prices and age group, interested per-
sons may go to
fanwoodrecreation.org, where they
also may register and pay online.

Fanwood Rec. Posts
Senior Programs

FANWOOD — Fanwood Recre-
ation has announced its Winter 2017
schedule of programs for the
borough’s senior community. Most
programs began this week and will
end the week of March 27, are sched-
uled for 12 to 14 sessions, and will be
held at the Forest Road Park building
unless otherwise noted.

Programs include Aerobics, Water
Exercise, Zumba Gold, Gentle Yoga,
Tai Chi, and Line, Ballroom and Latin
Dancing. For more information, in-
cluding dates, times and prices, par-
ticipants may go to
fanwoodrecreation.org, where they
also can register and pay online.

Annetta Johnson, 79, Enjoyed Family;
St. Bartholomew Member, Volunteer
Annetta L. (née Checchio) Johnson,

79, of Louisa, Va., died on Tuesday,
December 27, 2016. A Funeral Mass
was celebrated on Saturday, Decem-
ber 31, 2016, at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place
at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch Plains.
Arrangements were by the Rossi Fu-
neral Home in Scotch Plains.

Annetta was born in Plainfield, N.J.
and lived most of her life in Scotch
Plains. She retired to Louisa, Va., 20
years ago. Annetta was a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Class of 1955. She was an adminis-
trative assistant for many years.
Annetta also was a volunteer and

parishioner at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church and School. Annetta
enjoyed spending time with all of her
DiQuollo cousins.

Annetta is predeceased by her par-
ents, Guy and Laura Checchio. She is
survived by her beloved husband of
59 years, Jack A.; her loving daugh-
ter, Bonnie Metzger, and her hus-
band, Paul; her grandchildren, Ryan
and Thomas Jack “TJ” Metzger; her
brother, Ralph Checchio; her nephew,
Guy Checchio, and niece, Laurie Falk.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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FEEDING OUR NEIGHBORS...The Service and Mission Team of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford sponsored a congregation-wide food collection
during the Advent Season. Boxes were brightly decorated by the First Presbyte-
rian Church Youth Fellowship under the direction of Youth Fellowship Coordi-
nator Ashley Kile. The food will be donated to Cranford Family Care and the
Osceola Presbyterian Church Food Pantry. Service and Mission Team members
pictured organizing the boxes, from left to right, are: Front row, Bob and Jean
Wands and Lee McArthur, and back row, Associate Pastor Caroline Unzaga,
Carol and Jeff Berns and Skip Winter.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
La Befana on Sunday

WESTFIELD — The Miller-
Cory House Museum invites fami-
lies to celebrate the story of La
Befana, the kindly witch of Italy’s
Christmas season, this Sunday,
January 8, between 2 and 4 p.m.
The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

La Befana is one of Italy’s oldest
and most celebrated legends. Each
year on the evening of January 5, the
“Christmas witch” flies among the
clouds, searching for the Christ Child.
Children awaken the next day in the
hope that she has visited their houses
and left a nice gift (not a lump of coal).

Museum volunteers will bring the
legend of La Befana to life in a re-
enactment of her Christmas tale. The
program will be given every half
hour starting at 2 p.m., with the last
one at 3:30 p.m. Also included will
be light refreshments and additional
children’s activities. Admission is
$4 for adults and children age 13 and
older; $3 for children ages 3 to 12,
and free for those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Antique Valentines”
on February 12, “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 5 and “Busy Fingers –
Ladies’ Needlework” on March 19.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
a nationally recognized living museum,
listed on both the State and National
Registers of Historic Places and as a
site on the New Jersey Women’s Heri-
tage Trail. The museum is available
for tours for school groups during the
week as well as for Scout troops after
school on weekdays. Special programs
also may be arranged on site for schools
and other community groups.

For more information, call the
museum weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details also are regularly posted
on Facebook. The museum website
is millercoryhouse.org.

Meteorologist to Speak
To Old Guard Tuesday

David Robinson

SUMMIT AREA — David
Robinson, New Jersey State Meteo-
rologist, will speak to the Summit Old
Guard at its Tuesday, January 10 meet-
ing. He will talk about “New
Jersey’s Climate Variability
and Change.”

The function of the me-
teorologist is to predict
weather. The father of
weather reporting is
Aristotle, who in 350 B.C.
wrote a tome on meteorol-
ogy. A Greek scientist,
Theophrastus, compiled a
book on weather forecast-
ing, called the Book of Signs,
that guided the study of
weather for nearly 2,000
years. In time, Christopher
Columbus, Galileo, Kepler, Fahren-
heit, Celsius, Ben Franklin and many
others made contributions relevant to
the field of meteorology. Today, mea-
surements are taken at multiple weather
stations, where they test for tempera-
ture, air pressure, wind, humidity and
many other factors.

Accurate weather reporting helps
to estimate crop yield, predict water
needs, measure industrial and nuclear
contamination, manage air traffic, deal
with ships at sea, plan military cam-
paigns and estimate the effectiveness

of solar/wind powered devices.
Professor Robinson will try to make

sense out of an extremely complex
subject. He also will discuss climate

change and variability.
In this respect, his talk
will provide the oppor-
tunity to ask questions
like “How good is the
evidence of global
warming?” Or, is it true,
as President-Elect
Donald Trump has said,
“Global Warming is
based on faulty science
and manipulated data.”

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to at-
tend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Sum-

mit Area Old Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Providence Municipal
Center, located at 360 Elkwood Av-
enue, New Providence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting brightened by
singing and humor. Guest speakers
begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

Genealogy Meeting to Focus
On New Jersey ‘Roots’

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields
(GSWF) will welcome professional
genealogist Michelle L. Chubenko,
who will speak at the group’s Thurs-
day, January 12 meeting on “Dig-
ging for Roots in the Garden State.”
The meeting will be held at 1 p.m. in
the meeting room of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street.

During her talk, Ms. Chubenko will
take attendees on a “tour” of the Gar-
den State and share genealogical gems
found in New Jersey’s 21 counties.
This lecture will focus on lesser-
known collections within local re-
positories and libraries.

Ms. Chubenko has an extensive
background in genealogy, especially
in the area of Cherokee and Ukrainian
families, as well as ancestors who have
their roots in Colonial America. She
has been actively involved in the

Monmouth County Genealogy Soci-
ety, where she has served as education
chairperson. As a trustee of the Genea-
logical Society of New Jersey (GSNJ),
she has served as chairperson for the
Society’s Automation Committee and
served on the Program and Newsletter
Committees. She also served as editor
of the GSNJ newsletter. To find out
more about the extensive programs
offered by Ms. Chubenko, visit
jerseyrootsgenealogy.com/about.html.

The GSWF meeting is open to the
public. For more information, con-
tact the president, Nancy Humphrey,
at nlhumphrey315@hotmail.com or
(908) 612-6029.

VACNJ Announces
Ballet in the Gallery
SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-

ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) will
present an exclusive performance of
a new ballet, choreographed by Julia
K. Gleich and created in collabora-
tion with exhibiting artist Rachel
Beach, in the dramatic setting of the
Art Center’s Main Gallery.

This Ballet in the Gallery program
will take place on Sunday, March 19,
beginning at 2 p.m. Admission is $5
for the general public and free for Art
Center members. The VACNJ is lo-
cated at 68 Elm Street, Summit. For
more information, call (908) 273-
9121 or visit artcenternj.org.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Monday
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will hold its first
meeting of the new year on Monday,
January 9, at 1:30 p.m., in the Parish
Center. The Parish Center is adjacent
to the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, located at 315 First Street,
Westfield. Attendees are invited to
bring a friend or family member. Re-
freshments will be served.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

USE LEADER/TIMES

 CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR BEST RESULTS

Probitas Verus Honos
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Teen Scene on Tap
At Library Jan. 9

SCOTCH PLAINS — Starting on
Monday, January 9, youngsters in
grades 5 to 8 are invited to Teen Scene
at the library to relax, socialize and
have fun every Monday and Wednes-
day after school. From 3:30 to 4:30
p.m., students can complete home-
work in the gallery space or head into
the meeting room for games, snacks
and maker activities with friends. No
registration is required. The library
will be closed on Monday, January 16,
for Martin Luther King Day.

These events are free. For more
information, call (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, e-mail
library@scotlib.org or stop by the
Reference Desk at the library. More
information about other upcoming
teen activities is available on the
library’s website, scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Library’s Weiss Jazz Series
To Feature Carrie Jackson

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will kick off
the Weiss Family Jazz Series on
Saturday, January 14, at 2 p.m.,
with singer Carrie Jackson and
her Jazzin’ All Stars.
The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Jackson is a New
York/New Jersey-based
jazz vocal stylist who is
considered one of the
most consistently inter-
esting singers in the
metropolitan area, and
is one of the top jazz
artists around today
providing classical per-
formances in jazz favor-
ites, soulful sultry pop,
blues and poignant mel-
low gospel.

She combines jazz originals,
standards, pop/blues tunes and
open improvisation in an adven-
turous, genre-bending style that is
inspirational and original. Ms.
Jackson and her musicians per-
form the music  of  “Duke”
Ellington, Count Basie, Lionel
Hampton,  Louis  “Satchmo”
Armstrong, Miles Davis, John
Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie and mu-
sical selections from the Great
American Song Book.

In New Jersey, Ms. Jackson has
performed at the New Jersey Per-

forming Arts Center in Newark;
Shanghai  Jazz  in  Madison;
Trumpet’s Jazz Club and Restau-
rant in Montclair and the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival

in Westfield. She also
has  appeared a t
Espace’s Jazz Club in
Paris, France, and the
Iridium Jazz Club and
the Schomburg Cul-
tural Center, both in
New York City.

During the upcom-
ing performance at the
library, Ms. Jackson
will be accompanied
by her pianist, bassist
and drummer.

Established with a
bequest  to  the

Westfield Memorial Library Foun-
dation, the Weiss Family Jazz Se-
ries commemorates longtime li-
brary patrons Joseph and Dorothy
Weiss.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 li-
brar ies  that  are  par t  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library participates. To register for
the jazz program, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Carrie Jackson

Students Raise Funds For
Charity at Hanukkah Event
SCOTCH PLAINS — Sixth and

seventh graders at Congregation
Beth Israel’s Religious School in
Scotch Plains created and staffed
“Mitzvah Booths” to raise money
for several charities during the
synagogue’s annual Hanukkah party
on December 18.

The students collected more than
$750 by running games and craft
activities in support of their chosen
charities, which included the Lin-
den and South Jersey Animal Shel-
ters; Jewish National Fund (JNF);
No Kid Hungry; World Literacy
Foundation; Camp Lee Mar, a camp
for children with special needs; can-

cer-fighting organizations; a fund
for homeless female veterans; an
anti-bullying campaign and even a
fund to save narwhals.

Seventh graders made chocolate
lollipops and sold “Oil-O-Grams,”
with proceeds going to aid families
with oil heating bills this winter.

“Our goal was to teach children
to look beyond the holiday presents
and to focus instead on giving of
themselves through their time and
effort,” said Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of
Congregation Beth Israel.

Because the Jewish holiday of
Hanukkah also is known as “The
Festival of Lights,” party attendees
were given multiple opportunities
to brighten someone else’s life. Not
only could they contribute to the
Mitzvah Booths, but they also could
create gifts for the elderly and make
coupon books for loved ones.

Co-sponsored by Congregation
Beth Israel’s Religious School and
Men’s Club, the Hanukkah party also
featured food, games, crafts and en-
tertainment for the whole family.

KIDS DO THEIR PART...Maya Handler paints Julianne Friedson’s face at the
“Let’s Face off Against Cancer” Mitzvah Booth at Congregation Beth Israel’s
Hanukkah party on December 18, during which sixth- and seventh-grade students
from the temple raised money to benefit multiple charities and causes.

Library to Present
‘American Songbook’
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library will host vocal-
ist Carol Erikson, accompanied by
Bob McHugh on keyboards and Ron
Naspo on bass, for a “Great American
Songbook” program on Thursday,
January 19, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Anime Club Continues
For Grades 6 to 12

SCOTCH PLAINS — Local
youth are invited to join the teen
librarians and the ever-expanding
members of the teen anime club at
the Scotch Plains Public Library
for conversation and activities on
Monday, January 23, at 7 p.m.

Participants will meet downstairs
at the library to watch a widely
acclaimed anime series entitled
“Your Lie in April,” discuss favor-
ite titles and continue work on
bleach T-shirts. Snacks will be
served. Registration is highly rec-
ommended. This club is for teens
in grades 6 to 12 only.

To register,  e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the library Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Author McDowell to Speak
On ‘Presidents’ Gardens’

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy invites the community
to attend its program on Tuesday,
January 17, at 7:30 p.m., featuring
Marta McDowell, author of “All the
Presidents’ Gardens.” It will take place
at the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

A garden historian, Ms. McDowell
will take her audience on an enter-
taining journey through United States
history as seen through the evolution
of the White House grounds. In her
presentation, the author will share
how the presidents, their families and
the White House gardeners have left
their imprint on America’s most fa-
mous residence, from Lincoln’s goats
to Jackie Kennedy’s roses to Michelle
Obama’s kitchen garden.

Ms. McDowell lives, writes and
gardens in Chatham. She teaches at
the New York Botanical Garden and
has worked as a horticulturalist at the
Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Summit.
She has been a featured speaker at
locations ranging from the Arnold
Arboretum to the Philadelphia Flower
Show. Ms. McDowell’s garden is in-
cluded in the Smithsonian’s Archive
of American Gardens.

Ms. McDowell will have copies of
her books, “All the Presidents’ Gar-
dens” and “Beatrix Potter’s Garden-

ing Life,” available for purchase and
signing. Purchases may be made by
cash or check only. This event is
sponsored by the Hanson Park Con-
servancy. Interested persons may reg-
ister for this program on the Hanson
Park Conservancy’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com.

Youth Chess Club Set
To Begin at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library in-
vites Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders, ages 8 to 16, to par-
ticipate in its reignited chess club
on Wednesday, January 11, and
Wednesday, January 25, at 6 p.m.
both evenings.

Pre-registration is required for
the chess club. Online registration
for each session will begin the pre-
vious week. Space is limited. For
more information, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204; e-mail
library@scotlib.org or stop by the
library Reference Desk. For more
information about other upcoming
teen activities at the library, check
out the website scotlib.org/teens.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Networking Group
To Gather Monday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Scotch
Plains and Mountainside Libraries’
Career Networking Group will meet
on Monday, January 9, at 6:30 p.m.,
at the Mountainside Public Library.

Career Networking Group alumni
who successfully navigated the job
search maze and achieved “happy
landings” will share their stories.
They will offer tips and lessons
learned and discuss how network-
ing led them to their new profes-
sional roles.

The program is free and open to the
public. To register for this event, call
the Mountainside Public Library at
(908) 233-0115. The library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Interested persons may connect
with the libraries’ Career Networking
Group on LinkedIn, Career Network-
ing Group on SPPL.

Ryan A. Gundrum and Miss Meg Prall

Ryan Andrew Gundrum
To Wed Miss Meg Prall

William and Monica Gundrum of
Westfield announce the engagement
of their son, Ryan Andrew Gundrum,
to Miss Meg Prall. She is the daugh-
ter of Cindy and Jeffrey Prall of
Hopkinton, Mass.

The future bridegroom graduated
with the class of 2006 from
Westfield High School. He com-
pleted his bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics at the University of Mary-

land, College Park, Md., in 2010.
He is a vice president at JP Morgan
in New York City.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Hopkinton High School in 2007. She
completed her bachelor’s degree
from Siena College in Loudonville,
N.Y., in 2011. She is employed by
Nestle USA as an account manager.

The wedding is planned for Au-
gust in Aruba.

Church Thrift Shop
Freshly Stocked

FANWOOD — The thrift shop at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
opened on January 4 with freshly
stocked clothing. There is a large
selection of winter coats and clothing
for children of all ages, and featured
at this time is a selection of clothing
for large women. Many of these items
for sale are new or nearly new. Volun-
teers who work at the shop will fill the
shelves and racks continually.

The shop will be open each Wednes-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The thrift shop is located on
McDermott Place at the rear of the
church complex. For further infor-
mation and directions, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org.
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Library to Offer
‘Circuits on Paper’

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library invites the com-
munity to come to the library this
Sunday, January 8, at 1:30 p.m., for a
fun and creative program entitled
“Circuits on Paper.”

Circuits on Paper will allow par-
ticipants to create fun artwork and
illuminate it through simple or com-
plex circuits. This program is open to
all ages, but children need to be able
to draw and those under age 10 will
need a parent helper.

All materials will be provided, but
signup is required and is limited to the
first 24 participants. To reserve a spot,
call (908) 322-6400.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at 5 Forest Road. To find out
more about upcoming events at the
library, visit fanwoodlibrary.org or
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia
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WUSTEFELD, CANNON CAPTURE FIRST AT HOLMDEL

Raiders Win Holmdel Tourney,
Top Summit Wrestlers, 48-28

RABINOWITZ PLACES 4TH; DWYER, COMPOSTO 5TH

Miller Grabs 1st, Hoerle 2nd
At Roselle Park Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Orange North Carolina led by Head
Coach Bobby Shriner, a former
Roselle Park graduate, took top team
honors at the Roselle Park Holiday
Wrestling Tournament on December
29. The Westfield High School (W)
wrestling team presented only seven
competitors at the varsity level and
came up with one individual cham-

pion, senior Jack Miller at 195-lbs,
and one second-place finisher, fresh-
man Luke Hoerle at 106-lbs.

Of the nine team entered, the
Orangemen (O) finished with a total
of 224 points and crowned three cham-
pions. Passaic Valley (PV), with two
champs, took second at 204 and the
Roselle Park Panthers (RP), who
claimed five champs, finished third
with 187 points. Piscataway claimed

three champions and took fourth with
178.5 points.

As the top seed at 195-lbs, Miller
received a first round bye then made
very short work of Panther Vinny
Figuerdo in the semifinal with a spin-
behind takedown and a half nelson
pin in just 41 seconds.

“I just went to the mat knowing
what I want to do. Every match I go

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Juniors Jack Cannon and Sam
Wustefeld each took top individual
honors in their respective weight
classes to lead the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Raiders to the
team title at the Holmdel Holiday
Wrestling Tournament on December
29. The very next day the Raiders
hosted a quad match involving the
Summit Hilltoppers, the Delaware
Valley Terriers and the South
Plainfield Tigers.

At Holmdel, the Raiders managed
to have nine wrestlers place in the
Top-4 and four reached the finals. At
138-lbs, Cannon defeated Dean Gallo
(Holmdel), 9-4, and at 182-lbs,
Wustefeld pinned Chris Nielsen
(Pinelands) in just 31 seconds. Justin
Sidebottom (120-lbs) lost in the fi-
nals to Tom Ammirati (Holmdel) and
Bobby Mount lost 3-2 in the 285-lb

final. Mike Fleck (106-lbs), Jacob
Perone (126-lbs), Alex Oslislo (160-
lbs) and Zach Fleischman (170-lbs)
placed third. Mike Ramos (145-lbs)
took fourth.

“It’s mostly shore teams that are
there. I think 14 teams. We did a great
job. Looking back, we haven’t won a
team tournament in about 10 years, so
it was a big accomplishment for our
team and for our school,” Raider Head
Coach Marc Fabiano said.

In their quad match, the Raiders
faced the Hilltoppers, who forfeited
seven weight classes but did present
several high quality wrestlers to the
mat, beginning at 132-lbs with Rhajon
Venable, who met center mat with
Raider Mateo Velez. Venable, who
wrestled 145-lbs last year, began with
a double-leg takedown and added a
sprawl counter takedown in the first
period. A second-period double-leg
takedown and a third-period escape

gave Venable a 7-2 victory.
At 138-lbs, Cannon faced Phil

Angelo, a returning district champ
with 84 career wins. Angelo recorded
a double-leg takedown and a backdoor
takedown en route to a 6-2 win. Next
Hilltopper Mike Acitelli began his
145-lb bout with Mike Ramos with a
fireman’s takedown then later pinned
him in 1:31 with a lateral drop.

The mix of dropping Venable from
145-lbs to 132-lbs gives the
Hilltoppers a nice 1-2-3-4 punch from
126-lbs to 145-lbs.

“He’s having a tough time making
the weight but he’s giving it his best
shot. Angelo is working a little bit too
for cutting and Acitelli has no prob-
lem whatsoever. The kids have been
working on things and it’s nice to see
that they are performing on the mats.
I couldn’t be more pleased with the
small group that we have,” Summit

BAKIE NETS 18 PTS, 4 ASSISTS; LIBRERA 10 PTS, 6 RBS

Mt. Olive Slips Past Cougars
In Boys Hoops Tourney, 50-47

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mt. Olive hit key 3-pointers at the
end of the second quarter, at the be-
ginning of the third quarter and near
the very end of the final quarter to slip
past the Cranford High School boys
basketball team, 50-47, in the conso-
lation game of the Cougar Holiday
Tournament in Cranford on Decem-
ber 28. Those untimely lapses just
seemed to be part of the growing
pains experienced by the 1-4 Cou-
gars, who have only one returning
starter from last year.

“We played hard the whole game.
We just had that time lapse those one
or two minutes where we stopped
playing hard, giving up shots on de-

fense, no hustle. That’s just what’s
happened every game for the last
five games. We cut that out, we win.
We should be 4-1 right now but we
have these lapses,” explained Cou-
gar senior Ryan Bakie, the sole re-
turning starter.

The Marauders’ timely 3-pointer
at the end of the first half sparked an
18-5 run, which included three more
3-pointers, from that point to mid-
way through the third quarter where
the Cougars found themselves on the
small end of a 37-28 score. But the
Cougars demonstrated their competi-
tiveness and responded with an 11-4
run to close to within two points at
41-39 by the end of the quarter.

“We came back from 37-28 and

were down nine. It’s an inexperi-
enced team. That’s what it is. Bakie
is the only kid who started last year.
With Kyle [Ledford] being out it’s
been a learn as we go. Everybody
other than Bakie, this is their first
time playing varsity,” Cougar Head
Coach Ryan Huber pointed out.
“That’s a good team, Mt. Olive.”

Bakie proved to be valuable offen-
sively and defensively as he led the
team with 18 points with four assists,
and added three steals and four re-
bounds. Teammate Chris Librera also
contributed all-around offensively
and defensively with 10 points, four
assists, six rebounds and three steals.
Senior Alex Gall, who had three

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

TOGETHER,
LET'S FIND OR SELL

YOUR DREAM HOME

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

908-301-2038
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

APPLYING THE FINISHING TOUCH...Blue Devil Jack Miller, top, turns Roselle Park Panther Vinny Figuerdo to his back
using a half nelson/arm bar maneuver in his 195-lb semifinal bout. Miller went on to claim the title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING WITH HOOKS...Summit Hilltopper Phil Angelo, right, controls Raider Jack Cannon by using his hands
to hook his leg and shoulder in the 138-lb bout. Angelo won a 6-2 decision in a quad match at Scotch Plains on December 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY COUGARS...Cougars Tom Curry, No. 2, Brian Oblachinski, No. 1, Chris Librera, No. 12, Alex Gall,
No. 14, and Ryan Bakie, right, surround a Mt. Olive player during the Cougar Holiday Tournament in Cranford.

see more photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

see more photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

see more photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Miller 1st, Hoerle 2nd at R. Park Mat Tourney
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seventy-Five Years Ago,
‘Plainfield’ Was a Power

This couldn’t happen in 2016, what
with the Internet and Google and social
media. But 75 years ago, in the fall of
1941 – during the months Japan was
finalizing plans for its sneak attack on
Pearl Harbor – the world was a much
different place.

With the Second World War looming
and the country still not quite back on
its feet after the Great Depression,
people needed diversions to take their
mind off the dark days.

Enter Morris Newburger and Alex
(Bink) Dannenbaum. Newburger was
a partner at the Wall Street firm of
Newburger, Loeb and Company.
Dannenbaum was a radio sales execu-
tive. Two mostly ho-hum lives, until
they, mostly Newburger, decided to try
getting away with something crazy.

For years, Newburger had opened
the Sunday newspaper to the sports
section and noticed the football scores
of small, unknown colleges, with names
like Glenville State, Green Mountain
J.C., and Slippery Rock. He decided he
would create a fictitious school –
Plainfield Teachers College, choosing
the name because it was his secretary’s
home town – and started calling the
New York Times, the Herald Tribune
and the Philadelphia Record with fake
scores. He used the pseudonym “Jerry
Croyden,” the school’s publicity man.

Every Sunday for almost two months,
the Plainfield Teachers scores appeared
alongside Princeton, Rutgers, Yale,
Penn State, etc. Plainfield mauled one
mythical team after another – Benson
Institute, Scott, Chesterton, Fox,
Winona, Randolph Tech and Ingersoll.

Emboldened by seeing the scores in
the paper, “Croyden” started asking for
little articles. He sent out a news re-
lease on Plainfield Teachers College
stationary, headlining it “From the desk
of Jerry Croyden.”

These news releases said the team’s
nickname was the Lions, the team col-
ors were mauve and puce, and its coach
was Ralph (Hurry-Up) Hoblitzel, a
former star at Erstwhile Spearfish Nor-
mal College. It used the famous “W”
formation – in which the ends faced
their own backfield so they could “see
immediately who has the ball.” Among
the standouts, whose names were pro-
vided by Newburger’s fellow stock-
brokers, were receiver “Boarding
House” Smithers and tackle Morris
Newburger.

But the Big Man on Campus was
halfback John Chung. Known as “The
Celestial Comet,” the 212-pound
sophomore was half-Chinese and half-
Hawaiian. He reportedly ate wild rice
at halftime, which helped explain his
amazing average of 9.3 yards per carry.

On Nov. 8, 1941, in his Saturday
College Grapevine column, reporter
Herbert Allan noted:

“John Chung, Plainfield Teachers’
Chinese sophomore halfback, has ac-
counted for 57 of the 98 points scored
by his unbeaten and untied team in four
starts. If the Jersey dons don’t watch
out, he may pop up in Chiang Kai-

shek’s offensive department one of
these days.”

Eventually, Newburger’s ploy was
uncovered, although exactly how re-
mains a mystery.

One school of thought credits leg-
endary sports writer Red Smith, then
working at the Philadelphia Record,
for driving to Plainfield to do a story on
the team – and its impending bid to a
small-college bowl game. New Jersey
had many teachers’ colleges at the time
– Glassboro, Jersey City, Montclair,
Newark, Paterson and Trenton – but
because most of their students were
females, none fielded a football team.
Newburger got word that Smith was
sniffing around. So “Croyden” sent out
his final press release.

Another story said that Newburger
began talking about it freely with his
friends and too many people knew about
the joke. An anonymous person report-
edly called the Herald Tribune and
said, “I’ll give you fellows a tip. There

ain’t no such college as Plainfield
Teachers. Bunch of fellows down on
Wall Street are kidding you.”

The assistant sports editor called the
Plainfield Chamber of Commerce and
learned there was no such school. (Ac-
cording to this report no reporter named
Red Smith ever made a trip to Plainfield
to interview Chung.)

When confronted Newburger fessed
up, but still tried to convince the paper
to extend the season two more weeks
because Plainfield had a shot at the
“Blackboard Bowl,” a fictitious cham-
pionship game for small colleges.

No one will ever know which story
was the truth. Either way, “Croyden”
sent out one final news release:

“Due to flunkings in the mid-term
examinations, Plainfield Teachers Col-
lege has been forced to call off its last
two scheduled games, with Appala-
chian Tech tomorrow and Harmony
Teachers College on Thanksgiving Day.
Among those thrown for a loss was
John Chung, who has accounted for 69
of Plainfield’s 117 points.”

The ghost college was closed down.
Herald Tribune columnist Franklin

Pierce Adams wrote a parody about
Plainfield Teachers, to the tune of
Cornell’s “Far Above Cayuga’s Wa-
ters”:

“Far above New Jersey’s swamp-
lands

Plainfield Teachers spires
Mark a phony, ghostly college

That got on the wires!
Perfect record made on paper,

Imaginary team.
Hail too thee our ghostly college,

Product of a dream.”
WINTER UPDATE II

BOYS INDOOR TRACK: Coach
Chris Tafelski will look to key mem-
bers of his very successful cross-coun-
try squad – Gabriel Givelber, Aditya
Singh, Jacob Triarsi, Spencer Weigand,
Matt Meusel and James McCutcheon
for big points. Sprinters Rob Brown,
Cameron McLaughlin, Dan Audino,
Phil Dwyer, Jack Neiswenter and Chris
Sawyer, along with throwers Coston
O’Brien and Conor Root will help carry
the load.

GIRLS INDOOR TRACK: Lost
to graduation were Brooke Schaeffer
(800) and Hannah Hawkins (high

jump), plus 4x800 relay
standouts Noelle Blackford
and Julia Myers. Coach Jen
Buccino’s team will also
look to members of a suc-
cessful cross-country team
– Taylor Bechtloff, Devyn
Heinzerling, Brianna Hatch,
Emma Jackler, plus Mia
Melao (first winter), Carly
Bechtloff, Cindy Qiang,
Jessie Stern and Grace Mor-
gan – for distance points.
Juniors Tani Horton,
Adriana Vergara, Ryan
Kirby, Ashley Gigon and
Julie Robb, along with fresh-
man Alexis Hammer will
provide sprint points. Keren
Moncayo and newcomer
Erica Lawrence will handle
the weights.

Both the boys and girls
basketball teams went 3-0
in the Len Sepanak Memo-
rial Tournament at Ridge.
Liz McKeon’s girls are now
4-0, while Daryl Palmieri’s
boys are 3-2.

In the win over Pingry,
Danielle Rinaldi had 14
points, two short of her ca-
reer high set against
Cranford last Febuary. …

With three 3-pointers against both Ridge
and Elizabeth, Matt LaCorte now has
113 for his career, passing Mike Venezia
(109) and Keegan Hess (112) on the
all-time list. He trails only Parker Hess
(127). … The wrestlers didn’t have a
great day at the Panther Invitational,
but Jack Miller was first, Luke Hoerle
second and Zach Rabinowitz fourth.

ALUMNI BASH SATURDAY
A reminder for all WHS football fol-

lowers – players, ex-players, coaches,
ex-coaches, cheerleaders, band mem-
bers, parents, friends and fans –
Dowling’s Pub in Roselle Park is host-
ing a Blue Devil Football Alumni Party
this Saturday from 3 p.m. to closing.

There is a “suggested” $30 cover
charge, which will be used as a
fundraiser for the WHS football pro-
gram. Dowling’s, co-owned by 2004
WHS co-captain Marc Dowling, will
also donate a portion of the evening’s
proceeds.

IN THE GENES
While looking at some online basket-

ball previews the names Teddy Willmott
and Jared Chambliss jumped out at me.
Willmott, a guard at SPF, is the son of
former WHS basketballer Ted Willmott
(’79). Chambliss, a 6-foot-3 guard who
averaged 18 ppg last year at Immaculata,
is the son of ex-WHS track standout
Barron Chambliss (’82).

break him. Every break I try to pin
him. There was no pressure. I got the
pin. That’s what I go for and dominate
the match,” Miller said.

Miller’s opponent for the title would
be Orangeman Jamar Davis, who
pinned Dave Broderick (Bloomfield)
in his semifinal bout.

“I don’t care who is on the mat with
me. I just wrestle my match and I am
going to give it my all. I am excited to
wrestle him,” Miller said.

Miller excited his championship
bout against Davis with a backdoor
takedown in the first period. He added
a switch reversal and worked on a
stretch hammerlock in the second pe-
riod then in the third period he added a
low single-to-double-leg takedown to
emerge with a 6-3 victory.

Hoerle, the second seed at 106-lbs,

received a first-round bye then show-
cased a clinic of fireman’s takedowns,
barrel rolls and a slick duck under,
spin behind to earn a 13-3 majority
decision over Joe Dulog (Piscataway).

“Usually when I see them lead legs,
I fake to the opposite leg to show them
like I’m going to the opposite leg and
it always gets them,” Hoerle re-
vealed.”

Although he did not need to, Hoerle
revealed his favorite pinning move.

“The half nelson. Break him flat
then go half,” He said.

With reference to wrestling, com-
petition runs in his family since his
brother Chris, who graduated last year,
wrestled 113-lbs and finished with a
27-10 record. So does he think he can
beat his brother Chris?

“Honestly I think so because I’ve
seen him in high school and I think I
can beat him,” commented Hoerle.

Next Hoerle would face senior Nick
DeNora of Passaic Valley for the title.

“I just watched his match before my
match. He’s tough but if I stick to the
stuff on my feet, I think I can beat him,”
Hoerle said with a positive attitude.

After a scoreless first period,
DeNora used a sit-out, turn-in to es-

cape then added a single-to-double-
leg takedown in the second period.
DeNora added a double-leg catch in
the third to claim a 5-1 decision.

Blue Devil senior Zach Rabinowitz
used an escape and a takedown to
defeat Angel Mercado of Bloomfield,
3-0, in the 120-lb quarterfinals. After
dropping a 2-1 decision to Orangeman
Gavin Wiggins in the semis,
Rabinowitz later finished fourth.
Freshman CJ Composto dropped a 7-
5 decision to Piscataway’s Maximus
Parra in the 113-lb quarter and went
on to place fifth. At 152-lbs, Blue
Devil Sean Dwyer placed fifth when
he pinned Aly Coundoul of Franklin
with a half nelson/wrist in 2:42.

The five Roselle Park Panthers who
placed first were: Mark Montgomery
(113-lbs), Josh Mejia (126-lbs), Elvin
Guerrero (138-lbs), Rene Perez (145-
lbs) and Devin Hillburn (182-lbs).

“We had some good efforts. I don’t
think there’s anybody who is going
home today who feels, ‘I am content. I
did my best. I don’t have any work to
do.’ The good thing about this tourna-
ment there was no pressure for us. It
was let’s figure out where we are at.
Let’s figure out what we have to work
on and we have stuff to work on, prob-
ably more on individual basis. For the
most part, effort was there and that’s
something that you can’t teach,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
106: — DeNora (PV) d Hoerle (W), 5-1
113: — Montgomery (RP) d Ken Kerwin
(PV),  4-1
120: — Greg Sabbak (PV) p Wiggins
(O), 1:56
126: — Mejia (RP) p Tchemy Joseph
(Bloomfield), 1:22
132: — Bailey Hawkins (O) p Jayden
Ortiz (Bloomfield) 3:03
138: — Guerrero (RP) d Bobby Samara
(Madison), 6-3
145: — Perez (RP) md Jeremy Galletta
(PV), 14-4
152: — Joe Hatcher (Piscataway) p
Charlie Fitzpatrick (O),  2:33
160: — Mike Petite (Piscataway) p Alec
Balestrieri (Franklin), 1:04
170: — Nick Recine (Piscataway) md
Josiah Ramirez (O), 14-4
182: — Hillburn (RP) d Braden Homesey
(O), 6-4
195: — Miller (W) d Davis (O), 6-3
220: — Payton Wilson (O) d Adam
Luitck (Bloomfield), 9-2
Hwt: — Daylen Alston (O) d Yiakos
Kostidakis (Madison), 3-1

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005290

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-005130-16

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC
VS.
Defendant: DAVID F. PIKUS AND KATHERINE

M. PIKUS, HIS WIFE, JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/25/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/20/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-
Eight and 63/100*** $317,878.63.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 629
Shackarnaxon Drive, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

TAX LOT # 65, BLOCK # 4301.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Rahway Av-

enue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 80 X 150.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty Thou-

sand Two Hundred Seventy-Eight and 36/100***
$330,278.36 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/29/16, 01/05/17, 01/12/17
& 01/19/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005166

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-041510-13

Plaintiff: PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: REGINA NIX, NEW CENTURY

FINANCIAL SERVICES, STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY

Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 04/18/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-
Eight and 71/100*** $377,238.71.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 329 Myrtle Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No.: 9 in Block: 903.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 75 by 95

feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue.
Subject to Tax and prior lien info:
Subject to Prior Mortgages and Judgments (if

any): None
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Two

Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-Seven and 51/
100*** $392,757.51 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

“The Fair Housing Act prohibits “any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to make such
preference, limitation or discrimination” in con-
nection with any aspect or a residential real
estate transaction, Zucker, Goldberg, and
Ackerman, LLC encourages and supports the
equal housing practives of the Fair Housing Act
in the conduct of its business.”

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
(609) 250-0700
FILE NO.: 139444-R1/NJ1B496FC
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005137

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-039027-15

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION BANK

VS.
Defendant: KEVIN T. STINES AND RACHELE

STINES, HUSBAND AND WIFE
Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/30/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-
Six and 06/100*** $379,536.06.

Commonly known as address: 177 Belvidere
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Municipality: Borough of Fanwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 5, Block 103.
Approximate dimensions: 100.00 x 65.00 Feet.
Nearest cross street: Second Street.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Three Hundred Sixty-One and 74/
100*** $393,361.74 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.
99 WOOD AVENUE SOUTH
SUITE 803
ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830
(732) 902-5399
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $150.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005045

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004204-16

Plaintiff: JAMES B. NUTTER AND COMPANY
VS.
Defendant: RITA GALLAGHER, HER HERIS,

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS/HER,THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, NEW
CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES

Sale Date: 01/11/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-Two
and 60/100*** $361,732.60.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 1805 Front Street.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 1001, LOT: 60.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 285.78 feet x 87.94

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: 249.10 feet from

Center line of Flanders Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
US Bank Cust for BVOO1 Trust & Creditors

holds a tax sale certificate in the amount of
$552.73 as of 12/09/2015.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- 2015 TAXES-
CHARGE BACK holds a claim for taxes due and/
or other municipal utilities such as water and/or
sewer in the amount of $250.00 as of 09/02/
2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- TAXES- QTR #2, #3,
#4- 2016 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $6184.67 as of 09/02/2016.

SCOTCH PLAINS TWP- SEWER ACCT holds
a claim for taxes due and/or other municipal
utilities such as water and/or sewer.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-One
Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen and 75/100***
$371,818.75 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16
& 01/05/17 Fee: $206.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005000

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-033504-13

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE,
ON BEHALF OF THE CERTIFICATE HOLD-
ERS OF THE DEUTSCHE ALT-A SECURITIES,
INC. MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-AB1

VS.
Defendant: DAWN M. NARDONE AND

GUISEPPE A. NARDONE, HER HUSBAND
Sale Date: 01/11/2017
Writ of Execution: 08/31/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy-Four
and 05/100*** $637,774.05.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1155
Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

TAX LOT # 12, BLOCK # 4912.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Harrow Road.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 80 X 172.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-
sand Four Hundred Seventy and 35/100***
$666,470.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 12/15, 12/22, 12/29/16
& 01/05/17 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005090

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006381-16

Plaintiff: NEW YORK COMMUNITY BANK,
SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO SYNERGY
BANK

VS.
Defendant: ROBERT BIXLER, JR.
Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 10/11/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Forty Thousand
Four Hundred Eighty-Four and 75/100***
$40,484.75.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield. In the County of Union and the State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 816 Colum-
bus Avenue.

Block 4804 (f/k/a 517) Lot 3.01 (f/k/a 4).
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 50 x 124
Nearest Cross Street: Spruce Avenue.
Subject to: Outstanding utilities iao $368.10.
Taxes current as of 10/13/2016. Sale is sub-

ject to subsequent taxes, utilities, liens and inter-
est since 10/13/2016.

Total Upset:  ***Forty-Two Thousand Five
Hundred Thirty and 77/100*** $42,530.77 to-
gether with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 RADDON AVENUE
SUITE 201
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $163.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005243

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-19126-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, NA
VS.
Defendant: BARBARA A. EVANS-GREGORY,

WILLIAM E. GREGORY, WIFE AND HUSBAND,
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Sale Date: 01/25/2017
Writ of Execution: 03/15/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sixty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Eight
and 58/100*** $262,578.58.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1140 ROOSEVELT
AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076.

Tax Lot No. 10 in Block No. 8704.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.114 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: EVELYN STREET.
PRIOR LIENS /ENCUMBRANCES
TOTAL AS OF March 23, 2016: $0.00.
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy-Six

Thousand Four Hundred Seventy-Eight and 87/
100*** $276,478.87 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/29/16, 01/05/17, 01/12/17
& 01/19/17 Fee: $163.20

From Ocean Grove Times

In the fall of 1941, John (the Celestial Comet) Chung
kept the mythical Plainfield Teachers’ College foot-
ball team unbeaten. His secret: eating a bowl of wild
rice at halftime.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16005183

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034085-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTER-
EST TO WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR J.P. MORGAN
MORTGAGE TRUST 2005-A2, MORTGAGE
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: THOMAS M. RUSSO, MARLA J.

RUSSO, HIS WIFE, MERRILL LYNCH CREDIT
CORPORATION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
RAB PERFORMANCE RECOVERIES LLC,
KALIPHEA LLC, ARTAKI LLC, HAROLD
HEERWIG, KATINA TZEZAIRLIDIS,
ALEXANDER TZEZAIRLIDIS, MICHAEL
TZEZAIRLIDIS, ATHENS HOLDINGS LLC,
CROWN BANK, TRICO EQUIPMENT COM-
PANY, ARCH ALUMINUM AND GLASS CO
INC, COLUMBIA UNIVER DEPT MEDICINE,
BRADY AND CORREALE LLP, SYNCHRONY
BANK, MIDLAND FUNDING LLC, ALERT AM-
BULANCE SVC

Sale Date: 01/18/2017
Writ of Execution: 06/27/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Three and 49/
100*** $700,953.49.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 2293 STOCKER
LANE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

It is known and designated as Block 7401, Lot
8.

The dimensions are approximately 140 feet
wide by 162.97 feet long (.365 Acres).

Nearest cross street: Ascot Road.
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$128.07.
Municipal Lien for Sewer. Lien Cert.#: 1554.

Sold to FWDSL & ASSOC. on 10/20/15. Re-
demption amount $788.48.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-Two
Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Nine and 91/
100*** $722,349.91 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16, 01/05/17
& 01/12/17 Fee: $232.56

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR AN OPENING...Blue Devil freshman Luke Hoerle, right, looks to set up a takedown on Joe Dulog
(Piscataway) in his 106-lb semifinal bout. Hoerle beat Dulog, 13-3, and went on to place second at the Panther Invitational.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

NELSON NAMED MVP; CRUISE 11 PTS, BRADY 10 PTS

Raiders Blow Out JP Stevens;
Win Holiday B’ball Tourney

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team kept its
perfect record intact with a 59-39
blowout win over JP Stevens (2-3) in
the championship game of the 8th
Annual Anthony J. Cotoia Holiday
Tournament held on December 28 in
South Plainfield. Lamont Cruse led
all Raider scorers with 11 points and
senior Nigel Nelson added nine points
on his way to being named tourna-
ment MVP. While still very early in
the schedule, the Raiders’ fast start
has got players excited as the team
has already surpassed their total num-
ber of victories (3) from the previous
season.

“It means a lot to us to start fast and
get this tournament championship,”
said Nelson who scored 19 points in
the two games of the tournament.
“For me, I’ve been a part of this team
for a long time and we haven’t won
any tournament since my freshman
season.”

The Raiders, who dominated South
Plainfield a day earlier to earn their
spot in the tournament final, came out
slow against JP Stevens. The North
Edison based school opened a 5-0

lead that gradually became a 12-4
advantage by the end of the first quar-
ter. But the Raiders quickly erased
that deficit in the second quarter as
senior Teddy Wilmott hit back-to-
back three-point shots to tie the con-
test, including a crowd-pleasing fall
away bomb at the four minute mark to
pull the Raiders to within three at 12-
9. That was part of a 15-0 run that
helped them blow past the Hawks to a
19-12 lead with under two minutes
left in the half.

“No question that Teddy’s fade
away three pointer was the turning
point,” said Nelson. “We started out a
little slow and that kind of got us
going.”

With a 21-18 lead at the break, it
would take the Raiders awhile to shake
the pesky Hawks in the third quarter.
The teams went back-and-forth with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood clinging to a
32-27 lead midway through the third
quarter before another explosive
Raider burst decided the outcome.

The Raiders reeled off 15 straight
points to extend to a 47-27 lead mid-
way through the final quarter. Jack
Brady, who finished with 10 points,
was particularly effective during the
run, scoring six straight points.

The Raiders once again put on a
stifling display of defense during
the decisive stretch. Lockdown de-
fense and control of the backboards
that has limited foes to one shot and
out have been hallmarks of the Raid-
ers’ formula for early season suc-

cess to this point.
“Our main focus every day at prac-

tice is defense,” said Wilmott. “We
work on shell defense all the time.
Our main goal is to hold teams from
scoring easy baskets by keeping them
out of the paint. I think, for whatever
reason, we seem to be jelling better
this year.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood was far and
away the best team among the four
squads in the Cotoia Tournament field
that included North Plainfield, South
Plainfield and JP Stevens. Against JP
Stevens, they enjoyed an advantage
on the backboards that they will not
always have as no Raider player stands
taller than 6’3”. It remains to be seen
if the Raiders can keep up the level of
performance that has kept them unde-
feated as they get into their upcoming
conference schedule. For now, fans
and players can bask in the glow of
satisfaction that comes from being on
the winning side of the ledger.

The early success has the players
excited about their prospects for the
rest of the season especially as they
find themselves playing in the UCC
Valley Division this year. The Raid-
ers will not have to compete with the
likes of Linden, Roselle Catholic and
The Patrick School in the Watchung
Division. Instead they will battle with
Roselle and Rahway and Cranford.

“I’m definitely looking forward to
getting into the conference schedule,”
said Wilmott. “I think once we settle
in, we’ll be able to move forward and
make a run at the conference.”

The 8th Annual Anthony J. Cotoia
Holiday Tournament was named for
longtime South Plainfield head coach
Anthony J. Cotoia who was the first
head coach of the South Plainfield
boys team and helped build the pro-
gram from the ground up. Cotoia
coached South Plainfield to a state
championship in 1964 and served the
school district for 37 years.
JP Stevens 12   6   9 12 39
Sc Pl-Fanwood   4 17 20 18 59

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 8th • 1-4 PM
842 Kimball Avenue

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield.  Desirable Wychwood location for cozy cottage style home offering much more than meets the eye.
Versatile layout offers options for every buyer. 5 bedrooms 3 1/2 baths and filled with warmth and charm.  Blocks
away from Wilson School and lovely neighborhood.  Available for extra fast closing.  You will want to make this
home your 'happily ever after.' Stop by and see for yourself, a terrific home. Offered at $825,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB

Direct: 908-301-2039
Cell: 908-209-3370

houston460@aol.com

Broker / Salesperson

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team lost to
the Somerville Pioneers, 72-40, in the
first game of the Keith Benovengo
Memorial Tournament in Scotch
Plains on December 27. After a very
sluggish beginning, the Lady Raiders

poured in 41 second-half points to
dazzle the Plainfield Cardinals, 49-
35, on December 29.

Against the Pioneers, Raider Abbe-
Gayle Burton scored 10 points, Nya
Downing sank eight points and
Brianna O’Brien scored four points,
while Stef DeVizio and Mariah
Marrero each netted six points.

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team kept a clean slate,
upping its record to 4-0, winning all
three games to capture the Len
Sepanak Holiday Tournament crown
at Ridge High School on December
27 through December 30. The Lady
Blue Devils defeated Ridge, 44-25, in
Game 1, Pingry, 49-36, in Game 2
and West Morris Mendham, 35-25, in
Game 3.

Against the Ridge Red Devils, se-
nior Shannon Devitt rolled in 11 points
and pulled down six rebounds, while
making three blocks. Junior Molly
Ryan sank nine points, including a 3-
pointer, and three assists, four steals
and three rebounds. Junior Grace
Elliott had seven points and commit-
ted six acts of thievery. Danielle
Rinaldi netted six points, including a

3-pointer, three assists, four rebounds
and a steal. Jenna Iorio had four points,
four steals and four rebounds. Lauren
Sgro had four points and a pair of
rebounds and Lily Maz added a point
and a steal.

Game 2 against Pingry had the
Blue Devils trailing by one at the
half but a 17-4 Westfield fourth-quar-
ter run sealed the deal. Rinaldi banged
in 14 points, including a 3-pointer,
and added five steals, five rebounds
and two assists. Ryan had nine points
(3-pointer), four assists, three steals
and two rebounds. Iorio had eight
points, four steals, three rebounds
and two assists. Maz put up seven
points, including a 3-pointer, and
added six assists and a pair of re-
bounds. Devitt had six points, four
blocks, two steals and two rebounds.

Lady Basketball Blue Devils Capture
Len Sepanak Holiday Tournament Crown

Sgro had five points and three re-
bounds. Sarah Moseson and Kelsey
Ransom each netted 13 points for
Pingry.

Devitt controlled the boards against
Mendham with nine points, seven re-
bounds and a pair of blocks. Ryan
sank eight points and had five assists,
five steals and four rebounds. Sgro
had eight points, five rebounds and a
steal. Rinaldi had eight points (3-
pointer), two assists and two rebounds.
Iorio had two points, three steals and
three rebounds. Maz had two steals
and a blocked shot.
Westfield 15   4 11 14 44
Ridge   1 12   5   7 25
Pingry 14   6 12   4 36
Westfield   6 13 13 17 49
Mendham 11   4   6   4 25
Westfield 11   4 13   7 35

O’Brien with 15 points and Downing
with 14 points and 12 rebounds led
the charge against the Cardinals.
DeVizio had 11 points and Burton
had seven points and seven rebounds.
Somerville 13 16 25 18 72
Sc Pl-Fanwood 11   8   5 16 40

Plainfield   9 10   5 11 35
Sc Pl-Fanwood   3   5 17 24 49

Lady Raiders Fall to Pioneers, Top Plainfield
In Keith Benovengo Memorial Tournament

Dominant second-half perfor-
mances consisting of high energy,
strong defense and outstanding shoot-
ing was the key to success for the
Westfield High School Blue Devil
boys basketball team in all three vic-
tories during the Len Sepanak Memo-
rial Holiday Basketball Tournament
at Ridge High school on December
27 through December 30. The 3-2
Blue Devils stopped Morristown
(Colonials), 50-44, in their first game,
leveled Ridge (Red Devils), 47-28, in
their second game then clocked the
Elizabeth Minutemen, 55-32, on the
final day.

In Game 1, Westfield outscored
the Colonials, 34-20, in the second
half to erase an eight-point halftime
deficit. Senior Matt LaCorte led the
charge with 15 points and eight re-
bounds, while juniors Marshall
Roberson (11 points), Adam

McDaniel (10 points) and Mark
Natiello (8 points) all played critical
roles in the comeback victory. Kevin
Hoehn bucketed 17 points for the
Colonials and Luke Haralampoudis
added 12 points.

Game 2 saw the Blue Devils trail-
ing the host Ridge Red Devils by
three at the halftime break. The Blue
Devils responded in decisive fashion
with lockdown defense, great ball
movement and clutch shooting to
outscore Ridge by 22 in the second
half and win convincingly by a final
score of 47-28.

Once again LaCorte played an out-
standing all-around game with 17
points (three 3-pointers), four re-
bounds, two steals, two assists and
two blocks. Senior Jeff Gagum (7
points), McDaniel (7 points, 3 steals),
Phil Martini (6 points on two 3-
pointers) and Roberson (4 points, 4

rebounds, 5 assists) all had strong
performances.

In game three of the tournament,
Westfield faced Union County rival
Elizabeth. Once again the Blue Dev-
ils had to overcome a sluggish start,
and responded with a dominant surge
that saw them outscore the Minute-
men by 20 after the break and cap off
the tournament with their decisive,
55-32 victory. McDaniel (21 points,
three 3-pointers) and LaCorte (19
points, three 3-pointers) were the stars
of the game for Westfield, while
Gagum (5 points) and Tristan Quallis
(4 points) also contributed with solid
games.
Morristown   8 16   6 14 44
Westfield 13   3 16 18 50

Westfield   9   6 19 13 47
Ridge 11   7   8   2 28

Elizabeth   8   6   6 12 32
Westfield   5 12 18 20 55

Blue Devil Basketball Boys Capture
Len Sepanak Holiday Tournament Title

WF Boys Win 4x800
At Track Universe
The Westfield High School boys

4x800 team took top honors at the
Track Universe Invitational held
at the New York City Armory on
December 30. Spencer Weigand
(2:01.5), Jake Triarsi (2:04.3),
Cameron McLaughlin (2:05.2) and
Matt Meusel (2:01.7) crossed first
in the event with a time of 8:12.7.
The foursome of Triarsi (55.3),
McLaughlin (52.9), Coston
O’Brien (54.9) and Dan Audino
(53.9) finished second in the 4x400
at 3:37. O’Brien also took second
in the shot put with a toss of 48-3.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS...The Raider boys basketball team defeated South Plainfield and JP Stevens to claim the
Anthony J. Cotoia Holiday Tournament title held in South Plainfield on December 28. See another story next page.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A TUMBLE WITH A PIONEER...Raider Brianna O’Brien, No. 2, takes a tumble on the court in the game against
the Somerville Pioneers during the Keith Benovengo Memorial Tournament in Scotch Plains on December 27.

see more photos at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Probitas Verus Honos
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Mt. Olive Slips Past Cougar Cagers, 50-47
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

points, also was tough defensively
with four rebounds, a tipped shot and
an act of thievery.

“We knew that this team is bigger
than we are. We only play three or

four big guys, including Librera who’s
not even the biggest guy out there. We
knew we had to get under there, box
out, grab those rebounds. Me, Libby
[Librera] and Alex Gall were pretty
much the only ones who were getting
in there and doing the dirty work,”
Bakie said. “We did the best we could.”

The Cougars got a slight jump on
the Marauders an grabbed an 11-9
lead at the end of the first quarter.
Senior Tom Curry sank five points,
Librera sank four and senior Brian
Oblachinski put in two points. All 11
points came with assists.

“We are definitely coming together.

A lot of us don’t play many sports
together but we have a lot of chemis-
try, a couple of the seniors. We’ve
been playing together for a while. We
just got to show the younger ones

what it means to play as a team,”
Bakie said.

Bakie scored all 12 of the Cougars’
points in the second quarter, which
included hitting four of five free
throws, but the Marauders’ late 3-
pointer put them down only by one
point, 23-22, at the half. But then the
3-pointers came into play and with
2:36 left in the third quarter, Mt. Ol-
ive led 37-31 just after Cougar Matt
Fonseca nailed the first of his two 3-
pointers.

The Cougars got back onto the as-
sists track in the fourth quarter and
managed to take a 47-46 lead with 30

seconds remaining.
“Like I said before, a couple of the

seniors have some chemistry. We
played together even in grade school.
We know what we like to do, who can

shoot, who can drive, the passing. We
know where to put the ball and when,”
Bakie said.

But Zach Muller banged a 3-pointer
with :24.6 on the clock to put Mt.
Olive up by two. Inconsistent passing
put the ball back into the Marauders’
hands and Jared Traub, who finished
with 12 points, sank a free throw for
the final point.

“Basketball is a game of runs. It
ended up on their run. We gave up a
big three at the end of the game.
Unfortunately we didn’t. Unfortu-
nately, we didn’t make some shots at
the right time. People are going to
look at the last two minutes of the
game but that was not all about the
game. We missed some lay-ups early.
The end of the first half, 54 seconds
left we wanted to hold for one shot.
Unfortunately we turned it over twice.
We gave points up to them,” Coach
Huber said.

Bakie and Traub were named All-
Tournament Players for their respec-
tive teams.
Mt. Olive   9 13 19   9 50
Cranford 11 12 16   8 47

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

WILMOTT, NELSON NET 10 PTS EACH; DRUBULIS 9 PTS

Raiders Rout South Plainfield
In Boys Hoops Tourney, 60-46

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains -Fanwood High
School Raiders won their fourth
straight game to start the 2016/17
campaign with a 60-46 thrashing of
South Plainfield in the opening round
of the 8th annual Anthony J. Cotoia
Holiday Tournament held on Decem-
ber 27 in South Plainfield. Seniors
Teddy Wilmott and Nigel Nelson each
scored 10 points to lead the winning
effort.

“It was nice to get that kind of an
effort from Teddy today,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Siracusa. “He is an
offensive leader for us. We have many
weapons though. On any given day
any player can step up and score for
us. We want to be more consistent as
we move forward.”

Siracusa is moving fast to change
the culture of the Raiders boys’ bas-
ketball program. Just four games into
his second year at the helm and there
are promising signs that he is suc-
ceeding. The Raiders (4-0) have al-
ready eclipsed their win total from all
of last season when they managed to
come out on top in just three games.

“We were a very young team last
year,” said Siracusa. “We faced a lot
of adversity. The sophomores and
juniors who played last year have
worked very hard to change the cul-
ture on this team. We gear our prac-
tices towards defense and we focus
on not letting anyone into the paint. It

all starts with teamwork. We are im-
proving as we go.”

In a game that was far less competi-
tive than the final score indicated, the
Raiders dominated South Plainfield
with a solid defensive effort that
helped them jump out to an early 11-
0 lead and that would eventually grow
to a 28-point bulge in the second half.
The host Tigers never knew what hit
them.

“We’ve been playing well to start
the season,” said Siracusa after the
game. “Our defense has really stepped
up for us. Everything follows from
that.”

Wilmott drained three 3-point shots
in the first 10 minutes as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood built a 19-8 lead early in the
second quarter. The Raiders controlled
every aspect of play in the first half
and frequently limited South
Plainfield to long outside shots be-
fore securing the rebound. The Raid-
ers took a 32-17 lead into the half.

The second half was even worse
for South Plainfield. The Raiders
blew out to a commanding 49-21
lead late in the third quarter as Nelson
scored six straight points in a span of
30 seconds punctuated by a dunk on
a fast break in the middle of a 17-4
run that effectively put the game
away.

If the Raiders showed any chinks
in the armor they were hard to find
on this day. South Plainfield put to-
gether a 10-0 mini surge to pull to

within 18 at 49-31 early in the fourth
quarter but the outcome was never in
doubt as the game clock ticked down.
Tommy Drubulis had nine points for
the Raiders and Jack Brady chipped
in with eight points. South Plainfield
got 11 points from Dylan O’Connor.

As a result of the victory, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood was slated to play
J.P. Stevens in the championship
game set for December 28. J.P.
Stevens defeated North Plainfield in
the earlier contest.

Off to a fast 4-0 start and playing
their first season in the UCC Valley
Division this year certainly bodes
well for the Raiders’ chances to have
a successful campaign. While no-
body will confuse South Plainfield
with Linden, the Raiders have taken
down every opponent they have faced
so far and have looked good doing it.
Still, without a player taller than 6’
3” on their roster, there will be nights
when the Raiders will struggle to
compete for rebounds. Siracusa sim-
ply looks to take one step at a time.

“It is just nice to be able to play for
a championship of any kind consid-
ering where we were last year,” said
Siracusa. “We’re really psyched to
be playing for this holiday tourna-
ment title. It is something we can
build on moving forward if we can
come away with a win against J.P.
Stevens.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 16 16 17 11 60
South Plainfield   8   9 11 18 46

Raiders Win Holmdel Tourney, Top Summit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Head Coach Mike Sandor said.
With Summit holding a 12-0 team

lead, the Raiders received forfeits
at 152-lbs (Nick Palazzola), 160-
lbs (Zach Fleischman), 170-lbs
(Sean O’Connor) and 182-lbs
(Ethan Johnston) to take a 24-12
lead. At 195-lbs, Hilltopper Jack

Hedges recorded a pair of
takedowns, a half nelson nearfall
and an escape to claim an 8-0 ma-
jority decision over Ed Smith.

At 220-lbs, Hilltopper Dan
Cambronero clamped Billy Root in
2:46 with a cradle then Raider
Bobby Mount jumped up to 285-lbs
to face Danny Petrela, who began
with a bear hug takedown and added
a counter takedown and a headlock
throw to take a 6-3 first-period lead.
Late in the third period with slightly

over a minute remaining, Petrela
caught Mount with a lateral drop
for the pin and a 28-24 Summit
lead.

“He’s a great heavyweight. I’ve
watched him before. That’s why I
bumped up Bobby Mount from 220
to heavyweight. I wanted Bobby to

get a good match and wrestle some-
body who is tough.” Coach Fabiano
said.

Raiders Jake Rigney (106-lbs),
Jeremy Lenart (113-lbs) and Brian
Weideli (120-lbs) received forfeits
then Jacob Perone settled Hilltopper
Quinn Halper with a cradle in 3:18
in the final bout at 126-lbs.

“Things are going well. We just
need to fill some more weight
classes. Unfortunately, we have six
or seven guys at 138. Otherwise, the

kids we are putting on the mats are
working hard. All we ask them to do
is wrestle,” Coach Sandor said. “If
they wrestle and do the best that
they can do, we are happy.”

“Coach Mike [Sandor] does great
work with his kids and the kids
work hard. I wish he had more kids
that could fill that lineup because
they could be a powerhouse,” said
Coach Fabiano, who added, “It was
good we had great match-ups at 38
with Cannon, at heavyweight with
Bobby Mount. Mikey Ramos had a
good one. Those match-ups you
can’t beat it.”

Delaware Valley defeated the Raid-
ers, 66-6, with Wustefeld recording
the only win with a 1:57 fall over
Kyle Metz. Cannon dropped a tight
7-2 bout against Matt Kolonia at 138-
lbs and Mount dropped a 3-2 deci-
sion to Josh LaDuca at 285-lbs.

South Plainfield topped the Raid-
ers, 43-21. Perone (126-lbs) recorded
a 2-1 decision over Sebastian Santos,
Wustefeld (182-lbs) defeated Ryan
Marston, 5-0, Smith (195-lbs) nipped
Joe Narducci, 2-1, Mount (285-lbs)
won by injury default and Mike Fleck
(106-lbs) received a forfeit. Tiger Joe
Sacco (138-lbs) defeated Cannon, 4-
0, and Jake Hoffman (152-lbs) edged
Palazzola, 12-9.

SUMMIT/SPF RAIDERS:
132: — Venable (H) d Velez, 7-2
138: — Angelo (H) d Cannon, 6-2
145: — Acitelli (H) p Ramos, 1:31
152: — Palazzola (S) won forfeit
160: — Fleischman (S) won forfeit
170: — O’Connor won forfeit
182: — Johnston (S) won forfeit
195: — Hedges (H) md Smith, 8-0
220: — Cambronero (H) p Root, 2:46
Hwt: — Petrela (H) p Mount, 4:55
106: — Rigney (S) won forfeit
113: — Lenart (S) won forfeit
120: — Weigely (S) won forfeit
126: — Perone (S) p Halper, 3:18

Photo Courtesy of Marla Salz

APPLYING THE CLAMP...Raider Jack Cannon clamps his opponent in a cradle
at 138-lb during the Holmdel Holiday Tournament.

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team claimed three individual
champions at the Tony Iasiello Christ-
mas City Tournament at Bethlehem
Catholic High School in Pa. on De-
cember 27 through December 30. The
Cougars placed third in the team to-
tals just one point behind Athens in
the tournament that featured a num-
ber of top teams predominantly from
Pa. and New Jersey. Bethlehem Catho-
lic won the team title.

Cougar senior Chris Scorese cap-
tured the title at 132-lbs with a 10-4
decision over Kyle Gorant (Hill
School) in the championship bout.
Scorese pinned Devin Sweat (Ath-
ens) in 1:25 in the first round then

pinned Dan Galasso (Roman Catho-
lic) in 59 seconds in the quarterfinals
to advance to the semifinals where he
received a forfeit over Luke Carty
(Bethlehem Catholic).

Senior Brian McGovern began his
rise to the 160-lb championship with
a 48-second fall over Kyle McDermott
(Wallenpaupack). In the quarterfinals,
McGovern beat Austin Watkins
(Susquehanna Township), 8-4. After
beating Ryan Zeiner (Bethlehem
Catholic), 4-2, McGovern grabbed
the crown with a 3-2 decision over
Willy Kaiser (Blair Academy).

Senior Vince Concina pinned Dom
Scartelli (Notre Dame-Green) in 1:44
to advance to the 170-lb quarterfinals

when he pinned Dylan Schock
(Lehighton) in 1:31. After claiming a
12-3 majority decision over Tavlon
Banks (Bethlehem Catholic), Concina
earned the title with an 8-3 decision
over Nate Bradley (Athens).

Junior Dylan Budnik (195-lbs) won
his first two bouts and took fourth
place. Freshman Pat Kalnins (106-
lbs), sophomore Conor Halpin (126-
lbs), and seniors Tom DiGiovanni
(138-lbs), Mike Nigro (145-lbs), Josh
DeChillo (182-lbs) and Anthony
Ramirez (220-lbs) each won their first
bout. DiGiovanni also picked up his
100th career win and placed third in
his class. DeChillo finished fourth
and Ramirez placed sixth.

Cougars Claim Three Champs, Place 3rd
At Bethlehem Catholic Mat Tournament

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING A LIFT AND TRIP...Raider Ed Smith prepares a lift-and-trip in order to get Hilltopper Jack Hedges back to
the mat in his 195-lb bout during the quad match with South Plainfield, Summit and Delaware Valley on December 30.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING SOME ELEVATION...Cougar Ryan Bakie, center, gets some elevation to prevent a Mt. Olive player from getting
a clear shot during the Cougar Holiday Tournament in Cranford.
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-28

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Commit-
tee of the Township of Cranford, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
December 28, 2016 and the 20-day period
of limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as pro-
vided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordinance
are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same. The summary of the terms
of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF REAL PROPERTY
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING, OPEN SPACE, FLOOD-
PLAIN PROTECTION AND
OTHER MUNICIPAL PUR-
POSES IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$18,500,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of real property
for affordable housing, open space, flood-
plain protection and other municipal pur-
poses in, by and for the Township. Said
improvement shall include real estate trans-
action expenses, site protection and all
work, materials and appurtenances nec-
essary and suitable therefor. The property
to be acquired consists of the following
parcels described by their street address
and legal description on the Tax Assess-
ment Map of the Township:

Street Address Block Lot
215 Birchwood Avenue 292 2
235 Birchwood Avenue 291 15.01

Appropriation:  $18,500,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $17,615,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  -0-
Section 20 Costs:  $500,000
Useful Life:  40 years

Tara Rowley
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
OF CO-OP APARTMENT

By virtue of a default under a Security
Agreement, executed to PHH Mortgage
Corporation and in accordance with the
right of PHH MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION as Assignee of the Security Agree-
ment and as holder of the Security Agree-
ment, PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
by William E. Mannion, Licensed Auction-
eer, DCA Number 796322 will conduct a
Public Sale of the following security at a
Public Auction on January 13, 2017.

Said Public Auction will commence at
10:00am at the office of Minion and
Sherman, 33 Clinton Road, Suite 105,
West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006, at
which time the collateral will be sold.

All shares, certificates, leases, stock
powers, assignment of leases and other
agreements, instruments and documents
pursuant to which rights or benefits have
been granted to the debtor, all in connec-
tion with and pursuant to certain Promis-
sory Notes and Security Agreements (col-
lectively, the “Collateral”) representing the
Debtor’s interest in the following property:

Debtor:  Deborah E. Bredahl;  806 shares
of stock of Wychwood Gardens Coop As-
sociation, a cooperative apartment corpo-
ration and all right, title, and interest in and
to a proprietary lease to Unit 1A, in the
Cooperative Apartment Building located
at 54 Sandra Circle, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
makes no warranties of representations.
Each bidder will have to make his or her
own inquiry regarding the apartment and
liens or debts in connection herewith.

Further collateral shall be payable in
cash or by certified or bank check, of which
a ten percent deposit is required with the
successful bid at the time of auction and
the balance of the purchase price shall be
payable within thirty (30) days (“Closing
Date”). The Secured Party reserves the
right to bid at this sale, shall not be required
to post a deposit with auctioneer and may
credit against the purchase price bid, all
sums due to the Secured Party under the
Security Agreement. The sale may be sub-
ject to further conditions and revisions as
may be announced at the start of the
auction. The Collateral appurtenant thereto
may be inspected at the office of Minion
and Sherman immediately prior to the
sale.

The Co-Op Apartment will be sold “As
Is,” subject to superior liens, if any, subject
to rights of tenant or occupants in posses-
sion, if any and subject to rights of the
cooperative corporation. Possession is to
be obtained by the purchaser.

Please direct all inquiries with respect to
the Collateral to:

PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND &
JONES, P.C.

400 Fellowship Road, Suite 100
Mount Laurel, New Jersey 08054

(856) 813-5500
Attorneys for Secured Party

PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
3 T - 12/22/16, 12/29/16
& 01/05/16, The Leader Fee: $188.19

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
Wednesday, January 25,  2017 in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider
the following appeal for variance relief
from the requirements of Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.

Country Classics at Montgomery, LLC
(the ‘Applicant’) located at  32 Brower
Lane, Hillsborough,  New Jersey seeks
permission to demolish a single family
residence located at 1481 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey (also known
as Block No. 1904, Lot 34 on the Tax Maps
for the Town of Westfield) and to construct
a total of 6 residential units, located in two
separate buildings on the property, each
containing 3 residential units.The property
is located in a single family, RS-12 zone
district;  multi-family residences are not a
permitted use in the RS-12 zone district.

The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements
of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

1. PERMITTED USE: Section 11.06A.1
requires construction of single family uses
in detached  single family residential struc-
tures. The Applicant seeks a variance to
construct multi-family residences; a total
of six residential units within two (2) princi-
pal structures, each structure containing
three residential units are proposed.

2. MORE THAN ONE PRINCIPAL
BUILDING ON SAME LOT. Section
12.04A prohibits the construction of more
than one (1) principal building or structure
on a single lot in the RS-12 zone district.
The Applicant seeks to construct two prin-
cipal structures, each structure containing
three residential units.

3. MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA RATIO
OR TOTAL HABITABLE FLOOR AREA.
Section 12.04E permits a maximum Floor
Area Ratio of 20% of the property. The
Applicant seeks 36.1% Floor Area Ratio
coverage of the property.

4. UNITS PER ACRE. Section 12.03D
permits 3.7 building units per acre. The
applicant seeks to construct 6.09 units per
acre.

The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

1. MINIMUM  FRONT YARD SETBACK.

Section 11.06E5 requires a minimum front
yard  setback of 48.1 feet when calculated
pursuant to Sections 12.03C, 12.03D and
12.03E. The Applicant seeks a front yard
setback of 41.0 feet for the West building.

2. MINIMUM  FRONT YARD SETBACK.
Section 11.06E5 requires a minimum front
yard  setback of 48.1 feet when calculated
pursuant to Sections 12.03C, 12.03D and
12.03E. The Applicant seeks a front yard
setback of 42.2 feet for the  East building.

3. MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE.
Section 12.04F permits maximum building
coverage of 10% of the property. The Ap-
plicant seeks 19.6% building coverage of
the property.

4. MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT. Sec-
tion 11.06E8 permits a maximum building
height of 32.75 feet. The Applicant is seek-
ing to construct a building that has a height
of 35.75 feet.

5. MAXIMUM ALL IMPROVEMENT
COVERAGE. Section 12.04G permits a
20% maximum all improvement coverage
of the property. The Applicant is seeking a
45.1% all improvement coverage of the
property.

6. RETAINING WALL SETBACK. Sec-
tion 12.08H requires a retaining wall set-
back of 1 foot for each foot of height. The
Applicant is seeking no setback notwith-
standing the height of the retaining wall.

7. MAXIMUM STORES PERMITTED.
Section 11.06E.8 permits not more than
2.5 stories per building. The Applicant is
seeking to construct 3.5 stories buildings.

The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other variance relief from the
Westfield Zoning Ordinances not indicated
above that may be determined necessary
during the course of the public hearings. If
the matter is not concluded on that date,
additional public hearing dates may be
ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the Applicant by order
of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant

1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $101.49

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING DATES 2017

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates.  Meetings, at
which formal action may be taken, will be
held on the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in
the Council Chambers at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey.

January 9, 2017 August 14, 2017
February 15, 2017 September 11, 2017
March 13, 2017 October 11, 2017
April 10, 2017 November 13, 2017
May 8, 2017 December 11, 2017
June 12, 2017 January 8, 2018
July 10, 2017 February 14, 2018

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
these dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session in which the
public may attend but may not participate.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjust-
ment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2017

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2017 in the Program
Room or Technical Services Department
of the Westfield Memorial Library, 550
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m., the said meeting dates being
the following Thursdays, unless otherwise
noted.

January 26, 2017 Thursday
February 23, 2017 Thursday
March 23, 2017 Thursday
April 27, 2017 Thursday
May 25, 2017 Thursday
June 22, 2017 Thursday
September 28, 2017 Thursday
October 26, 2017 Thursday
November 16, 2017 Thursday
December 21, 2017 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned no-
tice has been prepared and will be posted,
mailed and filed in accordance with the
provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act.
1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-010146-16
FILE NO. 21695-16

NOTICE TO REDEEM

COUNTRY CLASSICS DE-
VELOPMENT COMPANY
LLC; PLAINTIFF VS. LEE
DOUGLAS; LORETTA DOU-
GLAS, HIS WIFE; FATIMAH H
WILSON; MARITZA LEON;
LAWRENCE LEON; UNION
CO BD SOCIAL SERVS;
PATRICK CANTALUPO;
ELIZABETH CANTALUPO;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: FATIMAH H WILSON; MARITZA
LEON; LAWRENCE LEON;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 28, 2016, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 13, 2017 be-
tween the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of PLAINFIELD, located at 515
WATCHUNG AVENUE, PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY 07061 as the time and
place when and where you may pay to the
plaintiff the amount so found due for prin-
cipal and interest on its certificate of tax
sale as follows:

LOT 14 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of  PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 100939 is
$32,110.93, together with interest from
November 30, 2016 and costs of $1,390.00.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $52.53

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Westfield: 12/12/16
Catherine B. Huff to Kevin P. and

Diane L. Butler and Davd G. Butler,
977 Woodmere Drive, $760,000.

Timothy C. and Ana Carolina
Grandinetti to Lawrence and
Lakeysha Bradford, 621 Glen Av-
enue, $655,000.

Estate of Frank J. and Valerie A.
Rusch and Et Als to D. Villane Con-
struction, LLC, 454 Bryant Avenue,
$510,000.

Andrew C. Ertman to Lewis P. and
Zoe C. Kimble, 622 Embree Cres-
cent, $2,400,000.

Vivian C. Johnson  to James C. and
Morgan E. Vlahakis, 418 Prospect
Street, $639,000.

Mark and Sandra Frank to 78 Ben-
jamin St, LLC, 800 Wallberg Avenue,
$800,000.

Michael T. and Helen A. Davoren
to Cushia Hall, 641 Maye Street,
$585,000.

Marie C. Brennan to Thomas and
Dana L. Diaz, 573 Cumberland Street,
$340,000.

Richard M. and Judy A. Johnston
to Joseph L. and Jennifer Daniels,
516 Edgar Road, $650,000.

Ann V. Frette % Sherry Krakauer
to Sean M. and Mia Aitken, 428 Saint
Marks Avenue, $595,000.

Lesjo Realty, LLC  to R.U. Easy
Living, LLC, 523 Westfield Avenue,
$565,000.

Martha E. Webster, Trust to Joseph
J. and Angela R. Mrakovcich, 620
Hillcrest Avenue, $665,750.

Nicholas P., Jr and Denise Arcuri to
Toni Ann H. and Brett M. Ferry, 646
Fourth Avenue, $615,000.

Elshiekh Enterprises, LLC to An-

drew Leithe and Amanda Tedesco,
554 Fairmont Avenue, $1,235,000.

David M. Flynn to Emma L. and
Kevin A. Mitchell, 746 Coolidge
Street, $562,500.

Michael C. and Kira E. Theesfeld
to Brian Strong and Shannon Mooney,
607 Chestnut Street, South, $612,500.

Brian E. Sullivan and Marta Michel
to Matthew and Monica A. Scaliti,
667 Shackamaxon Drive, $724,000.

Domingas Kober to House Solu-
tions, LLC, 131 Greene Place,
$180,000.

Roy T. and Mary T. Reyes to
Dietrich Zeledon and Paula F. Pineiro
Scalco, 1201 Rahway Avenue,
$555,000.

Kate Weiss to J. Gabriel Proper-
ties, 38 Faulkner Drive, $530,000.

Carolyn G. Nixdorff to Robert and
Caroline E. LoForte, 116 Summit
Court, $570,000.

Cougar Cagers Defeat
Absegami Girls, 58-39
After dropping the first game to

Delaware Valley, the Cranford High
School girls basketball team recov-
ered well to overwhelm the Absegami
Braves, 58-39, in the consolation
bracket of the Cougar Classic Holi-
day Tournament in Cranford on De-
cember 28. Cougar sophomore Lauren
Williamson led all scorers with 20
points, including a 3-pointer, while
adding four assists, five steals and
two rebounds.

Charlotte VanWhy sank 10 points
and Cam Wichelns netted six points,
while adding seven assists, six re-
bounds and five steals for the 2-2
Cougars. Caroline Kelly had eight
points and three rebounds, Lauren
Infante had five points and five re-
bounds and Lauren Santarelli had
three points, four assists and three
rebounds. Brianna Scotti had four
points and four rebounds. Caroline
McCaffrey had two points and two
rebounds.

Wichelns scored nine points in the
game against Delaware Valley.
Williamson netted eight points.
Absegami   8   4 14 13 39
Cranford 17 15 12 14 58

BEING RECOGNIZED...On December 31, the Westfield Basketball Association
7th Grade Grey team played against The Patrick School Middle School team in an
exhibition game at half time of the Princeton University Men’s Basketball game
at Jadwin Gymnasium on the Princeton Campus.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TYING UP A BRAVE...Cougar Cam Wichelns, left, and an Absegami Brave struggle for possession of the ball during the
Cougar Holiday Tournament in Cranford on December 28. The Lady Cougars defeated the Braves, 58-39.

FOR SALE BY OWNER

OPEN HOUSE
SUN 1/8, 1PM - 3PM

36 Wareham Ct, Scotch Plains
2 Master BdRms, 2.5 Baths

Everything brand new, $460,000.

HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION
CODE OFFICIAL  P/T
Borough of Fanwood

Union County
The Borough is seeking a part time
Construction Official, Building Sub
Code HHS, 26 daytime hours. Must
be able to field inspections and
have a good knowledge of
residential and commercial
construction. A valid driver’s license
is required. Salary commensurate
with experience. Interested
candidates send resume, copy of
your licenses and references with
salary requirements, by January
10, 2017, to Eleanor McGovern,
Administrator, 75 Martine Avenue
North, Fanwood, NJ 07023 or to
emcgovern@fanwoodnj.org.
EOE.

HOUSEKEEPER

Great Work, Free Estimates,
20 years Experience and

Excellent References.
Call Cristina (908) 623-7340

Anytime!

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

EXPERT  MATH  TUTOR

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

YOUR
BUSINESS
CAN GROW
WITH AN
AD ON

THIS PAGE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

2017 ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE

MAYOR AND COUNCIL SECOND & FOURTH TUESDAY-7:15 PM

2017 Council Meeting Schedule
Jan 10 & 24 Feb 14 & 28 March 14 & 28
April 11 & 25 May 9 & 23 June 13 & 27
July 11 & 25 Aug 8 & 22 Sept 12 & 26
Oct 10 & 24 Nov 14 & 28 Dec 12 & 26

Workshop  meetings commence at 7:00 p.m. same evening, preceding the Regular
Council Meeting.  Executive Sessions may be held at any meeting listed.

Formal action may be taken at any meeting listed.

LIBRARY BOARD FIRST WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH - 8:00 PM
Except January and September are 2nd Wednesday
Held at Garwood Public Library – 411 Third Avenue
No Meetings in July and August 2017

BOARD OF HEALTH 1/18, 3/15, 6/21, 9/20 and 11/15/2017 - 6:00 PM

RECREATION COMMISSION THIRD MONDAY EACH MONTH - 7:00 PM
Held at Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex -
140 Myrtle Avenue

PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE
THIRD WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH – 7:15 PM
No Meetings in July and August 2017

GARWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
THURSDAY AS FOLLOWS AT – 7:00 PM
1/19, 2/16, 3/23, 5/18 and 6/14/2017

All above meetings listed will be held at the prevailing time or as soon thereafter as
possible in the Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey unless
otherwise specified.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL CONSTITUTES THE
AUTHORITY AS THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD FOR THE BOR-
OUGH.
1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-007972-16
FILE NO. 21469-16

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BANK CUST/EMP VI;
PLAINTIFF VS. JEFFREY
DENT, EXECUTOR OF THE
ESTATE OF ALVIN J. DENT,
ET ALS. DEFENDANT(S)

TO: JEFFREY DENT, EXECUTOR OF
THE ESTATE OF ALVIN J. DENT; JEF-
FREY DENT, INDIVIDUALLY; MRS. JEF-
FREY DENT, WIFE OF JEFFREY DENT;
BARRY DENT; MRS. BARRY DENT,
WIFE OF BARRY DENT; AUDREY
BROOKS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 28, 2016, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 13, 2017 be-
tween the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of HILLSIDE, located at 1409
LIBERTY AVENUE, HILLSIDE, NEW JER-
SEY 07205 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 4 BLOCK 1107 on the tax duplicate
of  HILLSIDE. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 13180 is
$70,064.02, together with interest from
November 30, 2016 and costs of $1,410.78.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

MEETING DATES 2017

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic of its meeting dates.  Meetings, at which
formal action will be taken, will be held on
the following dates at 7:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

January 4, 2017 August 7, 2017
February 6, 2017 September 6, 2017
March 6, 2017 October 2, 2017
April 3, 2017 November 6, 2017
May 1, 2017 December 4, 2017
June 5, 2017 January 3, 2018
July 3, 2017 February 5, 2018

The Board may also meet at 7:00 p.m.
on the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

As necessary, the Site Plan Review
Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. on the
above dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus,
Administrative Secretary

1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Under the terms of the “Open Public Act”
P.L.., 1975, C. 231, the 2017 Installation
and Reorganization Meeting of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders will
be held on Sunday January 8, 2017, at
12:00 p.m., in the Courtroom of the Honor-
able Assignment Judge Karen M. Cassidy,
at the Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 1/5/17, The Leader Fee: $13.77

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 13th of Decem-
ber 2016.

ORDINANCE 2016-18

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 23-3.9 (B-1 OFFICE AND
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE
ZONE) AND § 23-3.10 (B-1A
OFFICE AND RESEARCH
AND MULTI-FAMILY RESI-
DENCE ZONE) IN ARTICLE
23-3 (ZONE REGULATIONS)
IN CHAPTER XXIII (ZONING)
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO REVISE DENSITY
REGULATIONS.

ORDINANCE 2016-19

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 23-3.11 (B-2 BUSINESS
ZONE) IN ARTICLE 23-3
(ZONE REGULATIONS) IN
CHAPTER XXIII (ZONING) OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO PRESCRIBE CER-
TAIN FAÇADE REGULA-
TIONS.

ORDINANCE 2016-20

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 23-4.1 (HEIGHT MODIFICA-
TIONS) AND § 23-4.2 (PER-
MITTED AREA MODIFICA-
TIONS) IN ARTICLE 23-4
(PERMITTED MODIFICA-
TIONS) IN CHAPTER XXIII
(ZONING) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO PERMIT CERTAIN
MODIFICATIONS OF LIMITA-
TIONS IN THE ZONING CHAP-
TER.

ORDINANCE 2016-21

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 23-3.11 (B-2 BUSINESS
ZONE) AND § 23-2.3 (REGU-
LATIONS APPLICABLE TO
ALL ZONES) IN ARTICLE 23-
3 (GENERAL PROVISIONS)
AND ARTICLE 23-2 (GEN-
ERAL PROVISIONS), RE-
SPECTIVELY, IN CHAPTER
XXIII (ZONING) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO AL-
LOW PROPANE FILLING AND
EXCHANGE STATIONS.

ORDINANCE 2016-22

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION 23-2.3(O) IN
ARTICLE 23-2 (GENERAL
PROVISIONS) IN CHAPTER
XXIII (ZONING) OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO RE-
VISE FENCE REGULATIONS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 1/5/17, The Times Fee: $68.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 13th of Decem-
ber 2016.

ORDINANCE 2016-24

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ARTICLE I (FLOOD DAMAGE
PREVENTION ORDINANCE)
IN CHAPTER XVI (FLOOD
DAMAGE PREVENTION AND
STORMWATER MANAGE-
MENT) TO CONFORM WITH
UPDATED REQUIREMENTS
OF THE NEW JERSEY DE-
PARTMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AND
FEDERAL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY.

ORDINANCE 2016 -28

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT
ARTICLE 2-37 (SALARIES
AND WAGES)IN CHAPTER II
(ADMINISTRATION OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO ES-
TABLISH PROCEDURES TO
ESTABLISH SALARIES AND
WAGES OF OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES.

ORDINANCE 2016-29

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SUBSECTION 2-17.4 (MU-
NICIPAL JUDGE) IN SECTION
2-17 (MUNICIPAL COURT) IN
CHAPTER II (ADMINISTRA-
TION) OF THE REVISED GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO CLARIFY THE
TERM OF OFFICE OF THE
MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 1/5/17, The Times Fee: $43.35

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

The Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood will hold a
public hearing on Tuesday, January 17, 2017, during the regularly
scheduled Borough Council meeting. The Borough Council meeting will
begin at 7:00pm and is located in the Fanwood Council Chamber
(Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023).

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk /Administrator

The purpose of this hearing is to obtain public comment on one grant
application that the Borough plans to submit to the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection’s (NJDEP) Green Acres Land
Acquisition and Park Development Program, as well as one application
that the Borough plans to submit to the NJDEP Green Acres Local
Government Stewardship Program. The first application will propose
various improvements to be made at Forest Road Park, while the second
application will propose natural enhancements to be made at the Fanwood
Nature Center. The Mayor will make a brief presentation about each
application, to be followed by a public question and answer period. All
residents are encouraged to attend and participate.

CORRECTION TO 12/29/16 PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on January 25,
2017 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 8 Rainier Road, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 71 Lot 17, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Leo White.

The applicant requests install paver pa-
tio which is in violation of:

Section 184-115(9) of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Improve-
ment coverage; Permitted: 35%; Present:
33.85%; Proposed: 42.2%.

Section 184-134D(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Patio set back; Permitted: 25 feet; Present:
25 feet; Proposed: 10.6 feet.

Section 184-115(2) of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: lot width;
Permitted: 75 feet; Present: 69.46 feet;
Proposed: 69.46 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Leo White

8 Rainier Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 01/05/17, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2017 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 23, 2017 between the hours of
8:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Tax
Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/5/17, The Times Fee: $11.22

SWEET SOUNDS...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield celebrate the holiday
season at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield on December 13. They enjoyed
fellowship, fine food and entertainment by flautist Divya Narayanan of Scotch
Plains. Divya also is an officer and a member of the Junior Musical Club of Westfield.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Why Him?
Why Waste Your Money?

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

For parents of a daughter approach-
ing marrying age, James Franco’s
Laird Mayhew is your worst night-
mare realized. On the positive side of
the ledger, the Silicon Valley mega-
billionaire would doubtlessly be a
good provider. But topping the much
longer list of negatives, he is a filthy
mouthed libertine who thinks nothing
of regaling you with highlights of the
sensual pleasures he has enjoyed with
your dear little offspring. Paired with
a raft of other, freethinking impropri-
eties and all manner of distressing
chutzpah, he begs the question, Why
Him?

It’s a pretty good idea for a film.
We’re all interested in the vexing,
unexplainable decision making that
comprises the human mating process.
Unfortunately, while director/co-
screenwriter John Hamburg’s farce
attempts to answer the title question,
the number of laughs produced falls
disappointingly short of the movie’s
assumed potential. Only a smattering
of pop culture decoration and an off-
handed dissertation on our latest
techno revolution peppers the stan-
dard, situation-comedy template.
Mostly likeable characterizations can-
not ameliorate the typicality.

Granted, it gets pretty nutty when
mainstream Barb and Ned Fleming,
portrayed by Megan Mullally and
Bryan Cranston, respectively, travel
from Michigan to visit their Stanford-
attending daughter, Stephanie, played
by Zoey Deutch. Of course, thanks to
a comedy of errors, their resultantly
premature introduction to her vastly
inappropriate heartthrob gets off to a
bad start…not that it could be any
other way. But for all the quirkiness
Mr. Franco’s video game mogul spews
unremittingly, an obviousness per-
meates. He’s rich, he’s rich. We get
the idea.

This conceit, while well meant as a
fantasy of what wonders might be
bought with an unlimited checkbook,

soon wears thin. There is no end to the
abashment Barb and Ned experience
with each unveiling of sonny boy’s
extravagance and profligacy, all in
direct contradiction to his New Age,
sustainable, Green Peace and über
recycling mantra.

Granted, in youth I did like his
comic book predecessor, “Richie
Rich,” known as “the poor little rich
boy,” who with each issue taught that,
not only was it unpleasant, but rather
incorrect to think that money can buy
anything… the two unpurchasable
examples being health and love. While
my big sister astutely added the codi-
cil that wealth could indeed take one
to a lot of places to find the latter, it
has pleased my bourgeoisie sense to
believe the generally accepted axiom
unadorned. Unfortunately, it’s the
unachieved gist of this fable for a
Brave New World.

It’s all about redemption. Consid-
ering the current, Philistine-leaning
political climate, for at least the fore-
seeable near future, any sort of enter-
tainment vehicle with the thought of
providing escapism cannot let narcis-
sists and self-aggrandizing boasters
go unchecked. Nor can the humanis-
tic movement that’s led from the Re-
naissance to the realization of de-
mocracy be demeaned by the notion
that the all-mighty dollar trumps char-
ity, intelligence and good will. The
last time the world really believed
that was back in feudalistic times.
Sharecropping, anyone?

In all fairness, Mr. Franco’s bil-
lionaire dolt is occasionally enamor-
ing by virtue of the innocence his lady
fair assures lies just beneath his crude
eccentricity. His caricature absurdity
is even funny here and there. But he
lacks the intriguing amiability we like
to ascribe our fictional idiot savants.
While it pleases our sensibilities that
someone with virtually no education,
raised by a single mom with little
means has been gifted with a techni-
cal acumen that has led to uncount-
able wealth, there’s no discounting
that he is just a plain idiot when it
comes to simple decorum.

Hence, the scenario continually
defies our efforts to lend it that all
important suspension of disbelief.
Laird’s complete lack of learning
outside of his coding genius, though
comical in a running gag sort of way,
grows numbing. For example, when,
after a setback Ned consoles him by
offering that “Whatever doesn’t kill
you makes you stronger,” an amazed
Laird asks, “Wow, is that yours?”
Patience wanes. Is there really any-
one on this Earth so rich, so bereft of
a filter and so lacking in common
sense? Our only consolation is that
he’s not in a position of power.

But the most confounding aspect
of all resides with the incomplete
script. If the story is to demonstrate
that love conquers all, you can’t judge
a book by its cover and all those other
romantic maxims, then it is incum-
bent upon the plot to prove that A,
Stephanie is not a gold digger, and B,
that her boorish beau, contrary to all
evidence, is a worthy suitor. Alas, this
is never accomplished. So, after
spending 111, only mildly amusing
minutes hoping for even a glimmer of
rationalization, we find that the ques-
tion Why Him? remains gallingly un-
answered.

***
Why Him?, rated R, is a Twentieth

Century Fox release directed by John
Hamburg and stars James Franco,
Bryan Cranston and Megan Mullally.
Running time: 111 minutes

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

2017 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Township of Scotch Plains, that the
following meeting schedule for 2017 for the Township Council was established at the
Reorganization Meeting held on January 1, 2017:

2017 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

January 10, 2017(Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
January 17, 2017(Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

February 7, 2017(Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
February 21, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

March 7, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
March 21, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

April 4, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
April 18, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

May 2, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
May 16, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

June 7, 2017 (Wednesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
June 20, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

July 25, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference /
Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

August 15, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference/
Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

September 5, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
September 19, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

October 3, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
October 17, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

November 13, 2017 (Monday) Council Conference/
Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

December 12, 2017 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting/
Council Business Meeting 7:00 PM

IMPORTANT NOTES:
· Council Conference Meetings will be held in the Municipal Building Council

Chambers of the Municipal Building and will be open to the public. Council Business
Meetings will be held in the Municipal Building Council Chamber (Court Room) and will
be open to the public. Council Conference Meetings will not be broadcast on Scotch
Plains Television (SPTV). Council Business Meetings will be broadcast on SPTV.

· Council Executive Sessions will be held in the Council Conference Room located on
the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building or the Municipal Building Council Chamber (Court
Room) and will not be open to the public.

· Council Workshop Meetings (i.e. Budget) will be held in the Council Conference
Room located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building and will be open to the public.
These meetings will be scheduled and advertised separately during the year by the Office
of the Township Clerk.

Bozena Lacina, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/5/17, the Times Fee: $88.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 13th of Decem-
ber 2016.

ORDINANCE 2016-25

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE VIII (STOP INTER-
SECTIONS) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO ADD CERTAIN
INTERSECTIONS AS STOP
INTERSECTIONS.

ORDINANCE 2016-26

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT §
7-10.6 (RIGHT TURN PROHI-
BITION) IN ARTICLE 7-10
(TURN PROHIBITIONS) IN
CHAPTER VII (TRAFFIC) OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO PROHIBIT RIGHT
TURNS BY SOUTHBOUND
TRAFFIC ON HETFIELD AV-
ENUE TO WESTBOUND ON
ALDENE ROAD.

ORDINANCE 2016-27

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SCHEDULE IV (TIME LIMITED
PARKING) IN CHAPTER VII
(TRAFFIC) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO RESTRICT PARK-
ING ON CERTAIN STREETS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 1/5/17, The Times Fee: $39.27

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Tax Assessment List for The Bor-
ough of Fanwood for the 2017 Tax Year
will be open for inspection on Thursday,
February 23, 2017 between the hours of
5:00 P.M. and 8:00 P.M. in the Municipal
Building Lobby, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/5/17, The Times Fee: $11.22

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

CAU Players Announce
Aladdin Jr. Auditions

AREA — The CAU Community
Players will hold open auditions
for their 2017 production of
Aladdin Jr. on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, January 17 and 19, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. each evening, and Satur-
day, January 21, from 10 a.m. to
noon. All auditions will take place
in the auditorium of Community
Access Unlimited (CAU), located
at 80 West Grand Street, Elizabeth.

The CAU Community Players is
a troupe of individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities and actors and
actresses from the broader com-

munity. Formed in 2012, the troupe
allows CAU members to engage in
acting, singing and dancing with
people from the wider community
and to be judged for their talents
rather than disabilities. The troupe
stages a three-day production each
year that draws hundreds.

Based on the Disney movie,
which itself was based on the folk
tale of the same name, Aladdin Jr.
is the story of a street urchin, a
princess and a genie all overcom-
ing their respective obstacles to
escape the traps of their lives and
achieve their fullest potential and
happiness.

Auditions are open to all mem-
bers of the public, including youth
and adults, as well as all members
of CAU. For more information and
a downloadable audition packet,
visit caunj.org and click on Recre-
ation/CAU Community Players.

CAU is a statewide, Elizabeth-
based nonprofit providing support
programs and services to adults
with disabilities as well as youth
served under the Department of
Children and Families (DCF) to
enable them to live independently
in the community. CAU provides
support in areas including hous-
ing, vocational skills and life-skills
training, education, advocacy and
recreation.

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, December 20, Duquan

L. Randolph, 31, of Plainfield was
arrested on traffic warrants out of
multiple jurisdictions pursuant to
being picked up at the Plainfield
Police Department. Randolph had
warrants from Westfield, with bail
of $939; Garwood, with bail of
$750; Union Township, with bail of
$500, and Bridgewater, with bail of
$189. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and held
awaiting transport to the Union
County jail after being unable to
post bail.

Wednesday, December 21, Zoe J.
Canavan, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant, with bail of $89,
pursuant to a prisoner pickup at the
New Providence Police Depart-
ment. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters,
where she was processed and held
in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, December 21, a Cen-
tral Avenue clothing store reported
that an unidentified male suspect
stole $3,776 worth of denim jeans.
The suspect was observed selecting
32 pairs of jeans and then leaving
the store without paying.

Friday, December 23, a theft was
reported on the 100 block of Prospect
Street. The victim stated that one or
more unknown suspects took $3,155
worth of jewelry from his residence.

Saturday, December 24, a resi-
dent of the 800 block of Knollwood
Terrace filed a report of fraud. Ac-
cording to the victim, one or more
unknown suspects had been ille-
gally forwarding his mail to an ad-
dress out of state. The case was
referred to the U.S. Postal Police.

Saturday, December 24, Raequan
Hodge, 18, of Linden, Reginald
Winston, 19, of Linden and a male
juvenile, also from Linden, were
arrested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana
with intent to distribute; intent to
distribute within 500 feet of a park;
intent to distribute within 1,000 feet
of a school, and possession of drug
paraphernalia. The arrests occurred
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop in
the area of West North Avenue near
Tuttle Parkway. Hodge additionally
was charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon, identified by po-
lice as a firearm. All three individu-
als were transported to police head-
quarters for processing. Winston
was released with a summons, the
juvenile was turned over to his par-
ents, and Hodge was released after
posting bail. Bail was set at $25,000.

Tuesday, December 27, Gianni
Edwards, 19, of Plainfield and Dana
Thomas, 19, of Piscataway were
arrested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of 600 West
South Avenue. Edwards and Tho-
mas were transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Wednesday, December 28, Jolene
Stoia, 52, of Cranford was arrested
subsequent to a traffic stop in the
area of Mohican Drive and Spring-
field Avenue on an outstanding
Harrison traffic warrant with bail of
$55. Stoia was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting the full cash bail.

GARWOOD
Thursday, December 1, Victor

Martinez-Arias, 22, and Bryan
Aguirre, 20, both of Elizabeth, were
arrested on charges of possession
of marijuana and oxycodone after a
motor vehicle stop for speeding on
the 400 block of South Avenue.
Aguirre was released pending court
and Martinez-Arias was turned over
to the Elizabeth Police Department
due to an outstanding criminal war-

rant.
Saturday, December 3, Alexander

Gazsi, 25, of Cranford was arrested
for being under the influence of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and charged with being in
possession of marijuana and syn-
thetic marijuana. Police observed
Gazsi acting suspiciously and he
appeared to be intoxicated on the
200 block of South Avenue. Gazsi
was released pending court.

Thursday, December 8, Andrew
Smith, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop for careless driving on
the 600 block of South Avenue.
Smith was released pending court.

Monday, December 12, Jorge
Cortes, 43, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on multiple charges after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300 block
of South Avenue for equipment vio-
lations. An investigation found that
Cortes had a suspended driver’s li-
cense and his vehicle had an ex-
pired registration. Additionally, he
had warrants for his arrest from
several jurisdictions for more than
$1,300. Cortes was released pend-
ing court after being released on his
own recognizance on the outstand-
ing warrants.

Tuesday, December 13, Lynette
Smith, 52, of Newark was charged
with stealing a wallet from a cus-
tomer at a borough supermarket. Po-
lice received a report of a wallet sto-
len from the victim’s purse while she
was shopping at the store. The wallet
contained cash and photos. Police
were able to recover video surveil-
lance of the incident and the matter
was turned over to the detective bu-
reau. During the investigation, the
identity of the suspect was found and
a criminal complaint was signed and
a warrant issued for her arrest.

Saturday, December 17, Sandra
Rodriguez, 43, of Cranford was ar-
rested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop for careless driv-
ing on the 400 block of South Av-
enue. An investigation found that
Rodriguez appeared to be under the
influence of alcohol. She failed the
field sobriety tests and was placed
under arrest. Rodriguez was re-
leased pending court.

Wednesday, December 21, Tyish
Kelly, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
on multiple charges following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
North Avenue for driving carelessly.
An investigation found that Kelly
had a suspended driver’s license
and did not have insurance. It also
was discovered that Kelly had an
outstanding warrant in the amount
of $500. Kelly posted bail and was
released pending court.

Friday, December 23, Michael
Carr, 33, of Metuchen was charged
with theft and forgery after a busi-
ness owner reported that he discov-
ered suspicious activity on his busi-
ness checking account where checks
were missing and cashed. The vic-
tim felt that a former employee was
responsible. After receiving the
transaction information from the
banks where the checks were cashed,
it was confirmed that the former
employee, identified as Carr, did in
fact steal the checks from the busi-
ness and forged and cashed them.
Complaints were issued for theft
and forgery and the suspect has a
pending Superior Court appearance.

Seminars to Address
‘Twilight Planning’

SUMMIT — SAGE Eldercare has
partnered with other community
groups to offer free “Twilight Plan-
ning” seminars beginning this month.

Bradley & Son Funeral Homes LLC,
The Mavins Group, Barnabas Health
Home Care and Hospice, Drinker
Biddle, and SAGE will offer advice on
health care, independent living, hous-
ing and relocation, estates and trusts,
hospice, funeral planning and more.

The seminars, which will be held at
the Summit Public Library, include a
40-page resource planner and a gift
card to Charlie Brown’s.

They will take place on Tuesday,
January 10, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.; Mon-
day, March 6, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; Mon-
day, March 27, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.,
and Wednesday, April 26, 6:30 to
8:30 p.m.

To respond, call (844) 733-6532.
More information is available at http:/
/www.twilightdoneright.com.
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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

wwww.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  

www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The Weiss Family Jazz Series 

Kicks off with Carrie Jackson  

and her Jazzin’ All Stars! 

Saturday, January 14, 2017 

at 2:00 pm 

(Snow date Saturday, March 4) 

At the Westfield Memorial Library 

Jazz singer Carrie Jackson and her musicians per-
form the music of “Duke” Ellington, Count Basie, 
Lionel Hampton, Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong, 
Miles Davis, John Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie, and 
musical selections from the Great American Song-
book. She delivers a wealth of material and 
“presents it with spirit and feeling; her renditions 
have a personal, not derivative ring,” according to 
The Star Ledger. Start the New Year off right with 
this amazing show! Sign up now for good seats. 

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    goleader.com/classifieds

IT’S NOT TOO LATE

 TO RESOLVE:

TO USE 

LEADER/TIMES 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

IN 2017 TO

Buy • Sell • Exchange

Minimum Cost

Maximum Results

12th Grade
High Honor Roll

Avital Abraham, Ryan Abramowitz,
Mia Blundo, Sophie Brause, Alexis
Brunetto, Kaitlyn Buchanan, Chris-
tian Buren, Jake Canavan, Ryan Chan,
Kiara Cruz, Angelina Dicataldo,
Francesca DiFabio, Julia DiGiacomo,
Sarah E. Dolan, Anthony Donatelli,
Caroline Drubulis, Parker Dvorin,
Laurel Elkin, Matthew Fox, Claudia
Gentile, Joshua Goldberg, Justin
Greenman, Julia Guarneri, James
Harcourt, Kelly A. Hopkins, Hayley
Howell, Aleacia Jensen, Katherine
Keiser, Ryan S. Kessler, Eliza
Kuperschmid, Grace Lama, Chris-
tina Lamagna, Nicholas Lavin,
Tayonna Lee, Andrea Leitner, Max
Lusk, Ian MacPherson, Morgan
Martinson, Carmina Mauricio, Max
Mazursky, Colin McAlindin, Caroline
McNichol, David McQuilkin, Jacob
Melville, Sydney Mills, Zachary
Mongold, Julia Moya, Deblina
Mukherjee, Kaitlyn Mullany, Sarah
Oliver, Simon Oster, Jake T. Payami,
Connor Perry, Ryan Peterson, Gloria
Pimenta, Zachary Polak, Tracy Prusik,
Justin Purvis, Christina Rodgers,
Christian Roman, Lorie Marie
Rosado, Maxwell Ross, Meghan
Ryan, Thomas Saba, Abigail Sadel,
Paul Santos, Madelyn Sassoon,
Stephen J. Scarcella, Erin Schetelich,
Matthew Schwab, Erin Sheehy,
Sydney Shuler, Alyssa B. Simmons,
Taylor Sirchio, Sydney A. Smith, Sean
Sobel, Brianna M. Sorrentino, Sarah
Spitzer, Lukas Stein, Colin Sullivan,
Jamiah Sykes-Samuels, Amy
Tamakloe, Neel Thombre, Lauren
Beth Tropper, Micaela Valli, Gabriel
Vaz, Isaac Velasquez, Dylan Voltz,
Juliana Wagner, David Walker, Peter
Warren, Kaitlyn Wilson, Jordan
Wolman, Tiiyana S. Young, Alison
Zimmerman, Jordan Zoufaly, Taylor
Zucosky

11th Grade
High Honor Roll

Olivia R. Abdy, Sara Elizabeth
Banasiak, Gianna N. Barba, Olivia
N. Barcia, Pauline Wanda R. Bayotas,
Madeline Bord, Caitlin E. Bourke,
Brandon Boyarsky, Rachel Breit,
Isabel Brett, Amber Bretz, Caitlin R.
Bromm, Abbe-Gayle O. Burton, Jack
Cannon, Zoe Ann Cardenas,
Francesca M. Carlino, Josephine R.
Catuogno, Kristyn R. Cerini, Justin
M. Chaillet, David V. Chango, Lisa
A. Channaoui, Rachel A. Cieslinski,
Daniella Cohen, Samuel Colao,
Phoebe F. Collins, Joseph Costanzo,
Declan P. Costello, Rachael A. Craig,
Catherine E. Crane, Rosella G.
Cuomo, Catherine A. Currie, Nirmit
P. Damania, Lauren Daniele, Nina
Daniele, Maria C. Del Sordi, Eliza-
beth G. DePaola, Amy T.
Deutschmeister, Victor M. DeVizio,
Taylor Diggs, Nicholas E. DiVirgilio,
Victoria Domiciano, Zheng Dong,
Thomas A. Drubulis, Nicholas Dudin,
Anna Elizabeth Dunchus, Lauren
Taylor Eck, Caroline English, Ben-
jamin Essenfeld, Gina Mae
Fahrenholz, Taylor Figures, Hannah
E. Finan, Robert Fisher, Michael
Steven Fleck, Zachary Fleischman,
Hayley Friedman, Patrick T. Gannon,
Brandon Glickstein, Danielle
Glickstein, Adam Zachary Glod,
Emily Gonyou, Rachel E. Graham,
Avery Greenberg, Caroline Gutierrez,
Nina Isabella Halberstadter, Trinity
E. Hart, Jack L. Hausle, Paige
Hoblitzell, Allison Hochman, Grace
Hollander, William Daniel Holloway,
Mohamed Ramy Hosny, Isabella A.
Hurtado, Aubrey M. Johnson, Ethan
L. Johnston, Alexander M. Joshua,
Scott Kaiser, Andrew T. Kriney, Tara
Krishna, Kayla Krutis, Hayley D.
Kumpf, Jennifer A. Lambert, Madi-
son Lawton, Ryan M. Lee, Michael J.
Leegan, Brianna N. Linder, Alex S.
Lipshitz, Amanda C. Logie, William
Loop, Matthew M. Lozito, Sam P.
Lusk, Jack L. Lynch, Rachel Maizes,
Alessandra Vincenza Makris, Jacob
R. Malik, Jared E. Mann, Olivia K.
Mawby, Adam Ross Mayerson,
Briana L. McGowan, Paige E.
McMorrow, Kerri L. McNeely, Will-
iam J. Mebes, Kelly Rose Mehorter,
Ryan Hunter Midwinter,

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 1st Marking Period

Sara Rose Miller, Nicholas Musano,
Erika Muskus, Jessica O’Neill, Nikita
M. Paranjape, Andrew G. Parvin, Niva
Patel, John G. Petris, Shakir Philippe,
Anna Piekutowski, Matthew
Porchetta, Kiley Q. Porter, Molly
Sarah Pritchett, Vaishnavi V.
Ramanan, Nathaniel Redmount,
Kerry A. Regan, Steven A. Riley,
Imani C. Rivers, Erin C. Rogers,
Rachel D. Rojek, Sophia Edith
Rosahl, James L. Santo Salvo,
Gabriella J. Scannell, Jonathan Skylar
Scheer, Henry Schnatter, Stephanie
T. Schramm, Katherine W. Schug,
Daniel D. Segal, Veronica Sendao,
Justin Sidebottom, Ardita Sinanovic,
Megan L. Small, LeeDar Sneor, Ryan
A. Spoljaric, Samantha C. Sprechman,
Isabella A. Sta Rosa, Gianna M.
Strzalkowski, Mikaela Rose Tajo,
Erica Mei Tellado, Lauren F.
Trentacoste, Julia R. Verardi, Ashley
Vincent, Ryan Vincent,
Sydney A. Von Oehsen, Alexandra A.
Vuono, Talia Roth Weinreb, Jack
White, Victoria Wilkins, Karl B.
Wirth, Ethan A. Wollman, Paulina
Zamora, Christopher Shaun Zogg

10th Grade
High Honor Roll

 Grace E. Ahlin, Angela Arvizzigno,
Persis Baah, Aubrey J. Bagdonas,
James A. Bagdonas, Josiah D. Baik,
Lauren E. Barth, Garrett A. Boozer,
Laura K. Brady, Thomas P. Brown,
Tierra S. Buissereth, Drew M.
Burfeindt, Kara M. Bush, Michelle
L. Cagnassola, Kevin P. Calabria,
Joshua Canavan, Peter C. Canevari,
Rachella A. Carlino, Gianni Caro
Esposito, Giancarlo M. Castro, Alan
Chen, Kayla Chen, Anna C. Ciarrocca,
Ryan J. Cleary, Madison Dawn
Coleman, Noah Costanzo, Saniya
Dalvi, Elizabeth C. Daniskas, Eboni
Davis, Lilliana C. Dec, Stefanie M.
DeVizio, Ashley Diamond, Christina
Marie DiBella, Gabrielle Dickstein,
Michael Dieu, Nicholas Dionisio,
Carly R. Dvorin, Tyler G. Dvorin,
Jessica S. Edelman, Hope E. Edwards,
Zachary L. Evangelista, Alexandra S.
Fischmann, Mary V. Fossaceca, Ben-
jamin A. Fox, Colette A. Franciscus,
Pedro E. Garcia, Luke Edward Gel-
ling, Justin Giaimo, Vadim Gorbaty,
Sarah Anne Gorman, Sara Ilana
Greene, Vanessa B. Handy, Cassidy
A. Haugh, Madison R. Haugh, Olivia
V. Hausle, Jake Hogan, Erin E.
Hopkins, Jaclyn Horre, Payton G.
Howell, Jannine Huby, John Huby,
Kier Hunt, Sophia Iacona, Kaitlyn
Jackmin, John Kayser, Ben
Kuperschmid, Julianna Lamagna,
Dominick Lamastra, Jeffrey A.
Lapidus, Melanie Litwin, Justin Scott
Lo, Ricardo Lopez, Amy K. Magrino,
Matthew Mahmet, Reina C.
Makimura, Shannon E. McCreesh,
Ryan T. Metzger, Rae M. Mikula,
Massimo Modica, Colin O’Brien,
Alex A. Oslislo, Laura E. Pansulla,
Shannon Scarlett Persaud, Julia
Lauren Poeschl, Carter A. Pomponio,
Maryam Ramjohn, Jonathan Gabriel
Ramos, Justin J. Rizzi, Brian
Rosenberger, Molly Clare Ryan, Jes-
sica Sadel, Abigail Saperstein, Cheryl
Schneider, Kara Schramm, Jacob
Schulman, Joshua Sklarin, Audrey E.
Smith, Emily Smulewitz, Paul R.
Szanto, Rachel E. Tang, Kyle J.
Tannenbaum, Nicole A. Tavares,
Anthony A. Vallejo, Joshua I. Venick,
Isabella R. Verga, Steven T. Verrastro,
Ryan Matthew Walsh, Caroline C.
Warren, Cynthia Wheatley, Jovi Wil-
liams, Elena S. Wollman, Isaac S.
Wong, Lucy J. Zhang

9th Grade
High Honor Roll

Connor Alchus, Gabrielle M. Aloe,
Taylor Anthony, Jake Arrogante,
Delaney Rose Baliko, Joseph Barge,
Julianna Blanco, Patrick C. Bourke,
Michael S. Braun, Morgan Brown,
Nicole L. Brozak, Remy Cardarelli,
Lea A. Cerini, Josephine M. Cerino,
Alexa G. Chan, Antoinette M. Chango,
Katherine Chouinard, Ryan Ciarrocca,
Jordan Clement, Carina L. DelCore,
Robert Gerard Dencker, Michael
DiFrancesco, Sarah J. Dill, Christo-
pher N. Downey, Sophie Isabella
Drapkin, Colin Dwyer, Neema Enayati,
Sean Edward Fanning,

Jennifer S. Fleck, Justin Edward
Fletcher, Michaela Genty, Lauren P.
Gettler, Mason Glod, Jada Gomillion,
Christina A. Gubernat, Akhil Gundra,
Alexander Halpin, Emma Ruth
Hastrup, Sarah L. Horn, Patrick E.
Howard, William Huang, Kyle Isolda,
Amanda V. Jaffe, Nicole Kenny, Eliza-
beth Kern, Gabrielle Khan, Jacqueline
E. Kirian, Gabrielle B. Klausner,
Miriam Kother, Prabvir Kukreja,
Hannah E. Lancaster, Elizabeth Ley,
Antonio Lomonte, Joy Lytch, Valeria
Macchini, Aleezah Madraswalla,
Raion Wendell Magallanes, James
Maloney, Joseph R. Marta, Ian
McCormack, James B. McNichol,
Harrison Mills, Ethan T. Morrobel,
Kelly J. Nitti, Cassidy Novello, Emma
O’Brien, John Nolan O’Connor,
Alyssa Pankiewitz, Jadie Pearl,
Katelyn R. Perez, Christina Pham,
Erin Polak, Grace Ponterio, Lindsey
Porchetta, Sophie Pritchett, Esteban
Ariel Quinones, Sarah Rata, Aadith
N. Ratish, Isabella L. Richardson,
Patrick L. Ritter, Maeve C. Robertson,
Felipe A. Rodrigues, Sarai G. Romero,
Robert Root, Alexander Michael
Rossi, Irina Ruzina, Henry L.
Saltzman, Julia H. Sassoon, Maria V.
Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, Megan
Sheehy, Olivia Shih, Matthew J.
Skolar, Gwendolyn Christine Sleat,
Carter J. Slifer, Madilynne C. Slifer,
Carly Spellman, Skylar A. Stagaard,
Maya Sutterlin, Emma Thumann,
Andres E. Trujillo, Christopher S.
Tsuchiya, Siddarth K. Vadavatha, Jus-
tin R. Verceles, Danielle M. Vuono,
Brandon Weinberg, Grace White,
Kaelah Wiggins, Sophia Wilkins,
Lexa R. Winigrad, Samantha Yip,
Jonathan W. Yu, Julia Yu

12th Grade
Honor Roll

Ashwin Anandacoumar, Aaron
Arkin, Melissa Baldani, Danielle
Barber, Emma Beckerman, Charles
Butler, Jason Calabria, Jackeline
Calderon, Natalie Cestone, Erin
Chiappi, Zoe Choi, Natalie Choque,
Rebecca Citarella, Thomas Craven,
Justin Cunningham, Alyssa Debrosse,
Deja J. Demaria, Ravi Desai, Michael
DiGiacomo, Maya Dunchus, Fizzah
Ehsan, Patrick Ellman, Jumar Etkins,
Grace Fanning, Keara Farley,
Radame’ Fernandez, Lindsey
Fleischer, Conor Flood, Daniela
Fonseca, Andrew Garofalo, Kyle M.
Giglio, Victoria Gonzalez, Robert
Gordon, John Gorski, Daniel
Grodberg, Christopher Hayden, Erin
Hayes, Alexandria Hudak, Gianna
Januszanis, Adrian Jimenez, Morghan
Johnson, Ewan Jones, Isha Kamdar,
Liza Kasper, Abigail Kennedy, John
Koch, Cara Lamastra, Callen Leahy,
Elizabeth Lestrange, Emily Levitt,
Henry Lewand, Ryan Lo, Emily
Lockatell, Michael Lockfeld,
Samantha Lopez, Blake Mackey, Kyle
Magee, Anthony Magnotta, Gabriella
Marino, Bennett Mazza, Paige
McKeown, Majeda Mohammed, Max
More, George Mueller, Grace
Murphy, Sean Murray, Haley
Nakonechny, Richard Nardone, Nigel
Nelson, Matthew O. Newman, Nikitha
Nirmal, Robert Nugent, Sean
O’Connor, Brittney Oliveira, Amelia
Paladino, Gia Pares, Juliana Pigna,
Stephanie Ponterio, Anisah Ramjohn,
Michael Rash, Jessica Marie
Rickmers, Albert Sanchez, Elliot
Sayles, Stephanie E. Schlund, Agata
Sierant, Julia Sikora, Arjeta
Sinanovic, Holly Smith, Bhupinder
Sohal, Gabriella Spadaro, Daria
Speranza, Allison Spiridigliozzi,
Gabriel Sta Rosa, Ava Steele, Victoria
Stratton, Michaela Sullivan, Luke
Susino, McKella Ashley Sylvester,
Michael Szanto, Chelsea Tavares,
Brian Taylor, Vindya Tumati, Luke
Uriarte, Jessica Van Tassel,

Spencer Vaughn, Toby Waldman, Erin
Walling, Jessica Waltsak, Madeline
Weber, Kathleen Anne Weideli,
Kelsey Werkheiser, Yusef Wheeler,
Joshua Wiener, Justin Yang, Peter
Yarem, Erica Yoo, Isabelle Zacharia,
Michael Zucker, Molly Zucker

11th Grade
Honor Roll

Jacob Anglin, Serena M. Annucci,
Matthew John Anselmo, Steven C.
Avila, Gabriella A. Azanedo, Pablo J.
Becerra, Kylie Beirne, Brendan J.
Beriont, Jared Bloom, Michael T.
Bonnell, Danielle Nicole Bowles,
Thomas P. Bruckman, Derek
Cappadoccia, Amy Chen, Brendan T.
Cheney, Bradley S. Chernoff,
Cameron C. Clarke, Stephanie A.
Colinders, Isabella Marie Corsaro,
Christian A. Culp, Tyler Daniskas,
Hannah Margaret Davis, Riya A.
Desai, Gauri P. Deshpande, Jordann
F. DeVore, Angela L. DiGiacomo,
Sabrina L. DiLollo, Anthony B.
DiNizo, Olivia C. Dobies, Khalif
Dowdy, Nya J. Downing, Laura E.
Ducran, Julia A. Dunlap, Sydney R.
Evans, Matthew Peter Fleck, Erika
Frazier, Jake Friedman, Alanna
Micaela Gaona, Nora M. Going,
Amelia J. Graham, Kyle J. Greco,
Michael S. Gross, James T. Hahn,
Lynelle Hamlett, Megan E. Hansen,
Nicholas Heath, Cooper L. Heisey,
Emily Hill, Rourke Hillyer, Sean M.
Illanovsky, Matthew J. Johnson, Erik
Lee Kaufman, Quinn S. Kekelis,
Liam M. Kinney, Jeremy M. Lenart,
Matthew Lieberman, Roberto Lugo,
Daniel J. Magelinski, Emily A.
Malool, Alexander Joseph Manfra,
Sydney R. Martorano, Carolyn A.
McArdle, Caraid McGovern, Amanda
M. McGrath, Connor M. McKenzie,
Kaysia Minor, Sierra Jade Moorman,
Robert L. Mount, Danielle B. Mrozek,
Kaitlyn M. Mrozek, Matthew E.
Muirhead, Dhvanil Nanshah,
Theodore Keith C. Nitro, Brianna J.
O’Brien, Mackenzie O’Brien,
McKenzie J. Pagano, Nicholas A.
Palazzolo, Erica B. Paprocki,
Harrison J. Parada, Jacob R. Perone,
Brogan Quigley, Cara L. Raderman,
Michael Ramos, Jake Kennedy
Rigney, Jacob L. Roberts, Ramon
Rodriguez, Nicholas J. Route, Claudia
Sahaj, Justin Sanders, Aaron W.
Schack, Kathryn A. Schauer, Jamie
C. Sjonell, Ryan Red Canieda Sta
Rosa, Forrest Grady Szuch, Alexandra
Rodriguez Testa, Joseph E. Varela,
Anthony J. Verardi, Daniel Villardi,
Nicole V. Vuono, Bridget M. Wallden,
Connor P. Wirth, Todd Womelsdorf,
Samuel Mack Wustefeld, Tristan S.
Yang, Kimberly Marie Zogg, Mat-
thew R. Zucker

10th Grade
Honor Roll

Ryan D. Ackerman, Nicole Alvarez,
Francesca M. Amore, Alexa Anselmo,
Katyana Avila, Amanda M. Ball,
Zachary Barash, Julia A. Barnes, Sara
Barshap, Paolo Antonio R. Bayotas,
Steven Besson, Christian J. Blanco,
Celeste C. Blanks, Jeffrey C. Brenner,
Freya Natasha P. Buison, Kyle Bur-
ton, Marcello Cappuccio, Matthew
G. Carrascoso, Kevin B. Chin, Sarah
Citarella, Jacob M. Cocca, Sarah E.
Cooney, Anita K. Dazzo, Patrick H.
Dembiec, Riley M. DeProspero,
Alyssa L. DeSimone, Rachel
DiFabrizio, Angelo M. DiNizo,
Daniel James Donaldson, Jaylen R.
Evans, Casey A. Ferguson, Alex N.
Ferrara, Michael Ferrara, Benjamin
P. Fleischer, Cristabella R. Fortna,
Madison Gal, William P. Gale,
Julianne M. Garner, Justin T. Garner,
Theodore Giandana, Samuel R.
Goetz, Brandon E. Green, Abigail
Hammond, Raina Jablon, Suzanne
M. Jackson, Dimitrios I. Kastanos,
Jennifer N. Kirian, Joshua Klapper,

Jonathon Koseoglu, Gabriella R.
Kowalczyk, Kaitlyn M. Lamendola,
Thomas D. Larmore, Thomas J.
Laucik, Maggie C. Leahy, Julia A.
Lomonte, Isabelle Malaussena, Brent
L. Mankin, Anton Mayorenko, Brenna
L. McNamara, Alexa Melnitsky,
Nicolas A. Merkel, Sophia Mineo-
Pankiewitz, Kaylee D. Moniz, Nicole
Muenzen, Jake P. Murphy, Caroline
Nguyen, Patrick D. O’Brien, Victoria
J. O’Connor, James K. Oakes-Garcia,
Stephen Marfo Oduro, Jack Pedersen,
Conor Robert Peterson, Anthony J.
Porter, Jack F. Quinones, Eric J.
Refinski, Kayla Reisberg, Daniel J.
Resnicoff, Zander Reyes, William
Ricci, Jelani Richardson, Colleen M.
Robinson, Timothy Roden, Alex D.
Rodriguez, Allan Romero, William
A. Root, Rachel Emily Rowen, Tho-
mas J. Ryan, Thomas Scarcella, Maya
Schwartzman, Katherine Scott, Max
Seefeldt, Shalini Shah, Kevin M.
Sheil, Max Steele, Jacob Steinberg,
Jacqueline Patricia Stovall, Garrett J.
Swaak, Jessica R. Szulc, Maggie A.
Traina, Anthony J. Triwahjudi, Da-
kota G. Verrico, Justin M. Walsh,
Nicholas Watterson, George Waweru,
Adam Walter Weiner, Elizabeth Leah
Weinreb, Charles J. Widder, Daniel
Wilkinson, Morgan M. Wilson, Asia
Wise, Daniel C. Wright, Abigail
Yarbenet, Jessica M. Yu, Julia C.
Zucosky

9th Grade
Honor Roll

Katina E. Ackerman, Amira A.
Aliane, Jared Arkin, Eden Austin,
Lauren T. Azzarello, Marissa R.
Bamrick, Evan Bensulock, Michael
G. Besante, Sydney R. Blacker,
Josephine E. Blundo, Lucas Carinhas,
Catherine Carter, Summer Carver,
Sofia E. Casimiro, Jonathan R.
Chaillet, Julie M. Ciccarino, James
Cirillo, Garret M. Clausen, Guadalupe
Coahuilas, Rosanna Colella, Sabrina
Cruz, Nicole M. DeFrancesco, Juliana
Denning, Gabriel Thomas Donatelli,
Matthew Dreyfus, Jessica Eggert,
Isabella Fiore, Ryan Flynn, Abigail
Friedman, Maritza Garcia, Nicholas
Giamella, Kayla Giuffi, Emily Grill,
Sage Guensch, Jake Hahn, Savannah
J. Hall, Keli Hayes, Lily Higgins,
Olivia L. Hobbs, Brian Huang,
Emelyne C. Johns, Samuel L.
Johnson, Cheyenne M. Jones, Emily
Jones, Nicholas Jones, Malcolm
Kahora, Tara B. Kenoff, Lauren
Kieltyka, Brooke Klurman, Nicholas
Angelo LaFerrera, Ashleigh L.
Lancaster, Jessica B. Lancaster, Jack
D. Lapierre, Charles Levine, Alex
Levy, Miles Longo, Lindsey G.
Magee, Samantha Mahmet, Aidan
Maloney, Caden Mari, Clara
Masback, Christopher J. McArdle,
Robert T. Mebes, Ryan T. Montagna,
Christina M. Mouckas, Matthew D.
Mouckas, Julie M. Mount, Christo-
pher Muskus, Kayla M. Nitti,
Philleshia J. Pershay-Spearman,
Athena R. Postlewait, Karma A.
Quinones, Christian Ramalho, Samuel
J. Reeson, Kyle C. Remo, Kyle
Charles Rigney, William H.
Robertson, Cassie Robinson,

Kyle J. Romano, Mallory M.
Rothweiler, Jake Samitt, Noah
Samms, Samantha J. Samuelian,
Frederick Glenn Saunders, Julianna
M. Scarcella, David Sidney
Schulman, Aaron Seidenberg, Marlon
Sellars, Gabrielle Stratton, Mia N.
Striegel, Brett Strug, Elora Tamburri,
Meghan Taylor, Gabriella Julia
Tomon, Kaitlyn N. Walsh, Ryan
Widman, Benjamin Williams, Justin
Williams, Eli Morrison Wolman, Tara
Rose Wolman, Harrison Wustefeld,
Chloe Yang, Keri Yang, Zachary
Zaller, Kelly S. Zimmerman, Rachel
S. Zucker

Special Ed. Community
Offers Guest Speakers
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Special Education Community in-
vites the public for an evening of
education on Wednesday, January
11, at 7:30 p.m., at Edison Interme-
diate School, second floor, library,
800 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

Guest speakers Beth C. Manes,
Esq. and Jessica Weinberg, Esq. will
provide an overview of special edu-
cation and students’ rights. The
evening will focus on addressing
questions and concerns as well as
clarifying confusion in the area of
special-needs rights and responsi-
bilities. This is an opportunity for
the audience to better understand the
rights of students and how to effec-
tively collaborate with the district
for the success of the student.

The guest speakers will address:
How to help to ensure that students
are receiving the education and ser-
vices they need to learn and reach
their full potential; clarification of
the difference between an IEP and a
section 504 plan; and how to culti-
vate a positive relationship with the
district. They also will take ques-
tions from the audience.

Sponsored by the PTC-Special
Education Committee, this program
is free and open to the public. All
parents, teachers and advocates are
welcome to attend. No pre-registra-
tion is required.

For further information, e-mail
WestfieldSpecialEdParents@gmail.com
or visit westfieldnjk12.org/pages/
Westfield_Town_School_District/
Parents/specialedparents.

1.5 Professional development
hours will be provided.
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8 MAX PLACE , WESTFIELD

Your Forever home awaits you ! Five bedroom over 3800 sqft in notable Westfield Cul de sac location

surrounded by other established, prominent homes. Functional , grand & open floor plan loaded with

tasteful design elements & unique upgrades such as blue stone patio with outdoor waterfall, chandelier

lift, security system, generator hookup, front & back sprinkler and lighting system, nest thermostat and

more !  LOOK NO FURTHER if you're looking for a huge home steps from it all!

Offered at $1,480,000

January 8th 1-4 pm

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All rights reserved Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker  and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x113

Sending a Heartfelt Thank You
to Our Wonderful Community

for Your Business in 2016.

Wishing Everyone a
Happy and Healthy New Year!

Looking Forward to
Serving All of Your

Real Estate Needs in 2017.

Westfield Office #1 Coldwell Banker Office in the country
(out of 800 NRT offices nationwide)

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2015
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
NYE Tradition Continues

WCP to Present Comedy The
Musical of Musicals - the Musical!

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and  The Times

WESTFIELD – Tradition – no, it’s
not just the famous song from Fiddler
on the Roof, but it is always a big part
of the New Jersey Festival Orchestra’s
New Year’s Eve concerts. This year,
their Saturday night concert, “On the
Town,” like their other nights that
ring in the New Year, featured four
Broadway singers backed up by a 23-
piece orchestra led by David Wroe.

Familiar songs by Lerner and Lowe,
Rodgers and Hart, Jerome Kern and
Rodgers and Hammerstein make it to
the big line-up every year. Maestro
Wroe brings in top notch singers to
the Westfield High School audito-
rium and this year, he brought back
two performers who charmed audi-
ences from years past.

Soprano Analisa Leaming, fresh
from Broadway and Lincoln Center,
and Maxime de Toledo, international
actor, singer and TV and film star,
graced the local stage. The pair opened
the show with a rousing rendition of
Cole Porter’s “Wunderbar” from Kiss
Me Kate, a dramatic waltz that fea-
tured the orchestra’s lush strings.

Two other memorable vocalists –
Mikki Sodergren and John Treacy
Egan – rounded out the quartet.

As a nod to the younger members
of the audience, Mikki Sodergren
delivered the familiar (or for some
parents and grandparents the overly
familiar) Disney song, “Let it Go”
from the movie Frozen. Ms.

Sodergren is listed in the program as
a soprano, but in this song, her warm
overtones suggest a mezzo-soprano
with a high range. She sang Julie
Andrews’ iconic “I Could Have
Danced All Night,” too, but her “To
Keep My Love Alive” was her best
offering of the night. The character
she played in that number bragged of
having numerous husbands, but never
was divorced. Playing against “type”
with her angelic face, the devilishly
clever miss “bumped them off.”

Mr. de Toledo presented the title
song from Lerner and Lowe’s Gigi
with verses that resonated like Rex
Harrison’s “I’ve Grown Accustomed
to Her Face” from My Fair Lady. He
settled into the familiar chorus like
slipping into a well-worn, comfort-
able pair of loafers. While he acted it
with a full range of emotions, the
strings harmonized especially well
with him. Majestic orchestration filled
the auditorium.

One of the biggest surprises of the
night was a hot number with a Latin
cha-cha beat, “Mistress of the Sena-
tor,” from a little known 1994 musi-
cal, Hello Again. Mr. Wroe said that
Ms. Leaming brought the song to his
attention. In fact, he explained to the
audience that the way he sets the
program is by asking each of the four
singers for songs that are favorites
from their repertoire. He then takes
that information and matches it with
the orchestra’s strengths.

One of the crowd’s favorite songs,

made famous by Frankie Valli, “Can’t
Take My Eyes Off of  You,” was sung
by tenor John Treacy Egan. The beat
was kept by Maestro Wroe himself,
who “accompanied” on the tambou-
rine. At times, however, the singer
was drowned out by the heavy, yet
terrific, brass and heavy, yet marvel-
ous, drum. Balance of the orchestra
and the performer was a problem,
unfortunately, a few times during the
two-hour show.

Ms. Leaming lovingly performed,
“Will He Like Me?” from She Loves
Me. A heavenly harp and delicate
piano punctuated the lingering, ten-
der moments of the song.

Mr. Wroe spoke directly to the au-
dience at certain times to present back-
ground and additional information
about the music. “Tonight is a whirl-
wind tour of musical history,” he said.
A marital bliss theme pervaded much
of the night with selections which
included “So in Love,”  “What Are
You Doing the Rest of Your Life?”
and “Old Fashioned Wedding.”

Given that theme, selection for the
finale was, at first glance, a strange
choice. But, upon reflection, because
it was just hours before the new year,
it seemed appropriate. All four artists
had a chance to shine in it – “One Day
More” from Les Miserables.

And as part of his personal tradi-
tion each December 31, Maestro Wroe
wished for the audience many more
days of peace, prosperity and happi-
ness.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL I CARE ABOUT IS LOVE… Maestro David Wroe keeps a watchful eye for cut off for Analisa Leaming, Maxime de
Toledo and Mikki Sodergren’s last note. The song, from the Broadway musical Chicago, opened the second half of the
program “On the Town” by the New Jersey Festival Orchestra at their New Year’s Eve concert held at Westfield High School.

A MUSICAL ABOUT MUSICALS...The cast of The Musical of Musicals – the
Musical! is busy rehearsing. The show opens Saturday, January 14, at 8 p.m.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Chris James, Sharon McGuire, Ariella Planas and
Zach Love (seated).

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) continues with
its second production of the 2016-17
season with the musical parody, The
Musical of Musicals – the Musical!
(music by Eric Rockwell and lyrics
by Joanne Bogart). It is being di-

rected by Linda Viel, with musical
direction by Remoh Mosley-Aviles
and choreography by Samantha
Tirone. It is produced by Steve
Lemenille and stage managed by
Barbara Ruban.

The Musical of Musicals – the Mu-

sical! opens Saturday, January 14, at
8 p.m., and continues weekends, Janu-
ary 21, 27 and 28, at 8 p.m.; Sunday,
January 22, at 2 p.m. Tickets are
available through the box office at
(908) 232-1221 or online at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.
Tickets are $25 for adults; $15 for
students and active military.

The Musical of Musicals – the Mu-
sical! is a musical about musicals. In
this hilarious satire of musical theatre,
one story becomes five delightful mu-
sicals, each written in the distinctive
style of a different master of the form,
from Rodgers and Hammerstein to
Stephen Sondheim. This comic valen-
tine to musical theatre was the longest
running show in the York Theatre
Company's 35-year history before
moving to Off-Broadway.

In the cast are Ariella Planas
(Wayne) as June, the ingenue; Chris
James (Point Pleasant) as Willy, the
hero; Zach Love (Cranford) as Jitter,
the villain; and Sharon McGuire
(Westfield) as Abby, the matron. The
production staff consists of JoAnne
Lemenille, properties; Doris Dias,
costumes; Jean Lioy, backstage;
James Dukelow, lighting; and Michael
Bieber, sound.

For more information about the
production and WCP, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

DesArad Exhibit Showcases Desert-Inspired
Work by Greater MetroWest Artists

WHIPPANY – Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ announces the
much-anticipated gallery opening of
DesArad Negev-Inspired Artwork on
Sunday, January 8, at JCC MetroWest
Gaelen Center for the Arts. Greater
MetroWest artists Carol Berman (a
photographer from Livingston), Anne
Luria Burg (a multi-media artist from
West Caldwell), Jared Green (a graffiti/
textile artist from Montclair), Ellen
Hanauer (an experimental sculptor from
Livingston), Gene Lowinger (a photo-

journalist from Millburn), Marilyn Rose
(a watercolorist from West Caldwell)
and Gail Winbury (an oil painter and
collage artist from Westfield) will ex-
hibit the work they created during and
after their inspirational week-long ex-
perience in the art community of Arad,
Israel.

The seven artists were selected to
travel to Arad, a city in the northern
Negev, to participate in the Desert Arts
Festival for nine days last June. They
enjoyed home hospitality with Arad

artists, taught classes, and were given
the chance to immerse themselves in
the community.

The opening is on Sunday, January 8
from 6 to 8 p.m. The JCC MetroWest is
located at 760 Northfield Avenue, West
Orange. The DesArad Negev-Inspired
Artwork exhibit will be on display
through Tuesday, February 28, and the
more than 30 pieces of art will be
available for purchase.

The opening is free and open to the
public.
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DISCOUNTS  Available On:

•Mixed Cases of Spirits  
•Mixed Cases of Wine

(Excluding Sale Items)

Where available, check local store for details.
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ALEXANDER VALLEY
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
2012 6999

4999

3999

Double 
Black

4799

Black Label

5999
1.75 L

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

1 LITER

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 
Serve Up a Little

Holiday Cheer!

Prices effective: 12/11/16- 1/10/17

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 

3299
1.75 L 4999

750 ML

2999
750 ML

Makers
Mark 46

BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel

BOURBON

4299
750 ML

  Johnnie
 Walker

BLUE LABEL

17999
750 ML

COLLECTION 4 PACK

7999
200 ML EACH

ShopRite Wine Coupon

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 

While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 
Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010200 5

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 

While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 
Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010000 7

750 ML 

Blu
Prosecco

899
With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 

ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 
While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 

Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010020 1

1 LITER

Brady’s
Irish Cream

1099
With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating 

ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores. No Limit. 
While supplies last. No other discounts apply. 

Effective thru Tues., Jan. 10, 2017.0 010030 8

ShopRite Wine Coupon ShopRite Wine Coupon ShopRite Wine Coupon

SAVE

2.00

SAVE

1.00

Any 
Beer  

in Stock

 
18-PACK OF

1.5 L

Zuccotti
PINOT GRIGIO OR
MONTEPULCIANO

599

Silver Oak

Faust Cabernet 
Sauvignon

The Prisoner
Red Blend

$100
OFF SAVE

1.00

RED
LABEL

GOLD
RESERVE
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Captain Morgan
SPICED RUM  1.75 L  2599

Pyrat XO Reserve 

 750 ML 2399

Bacardi Rum
LIGHT, DARK OR SELECT 1.75 L 1999

Cruzan Estate
LIGHT OR DARK 1.75 L 1799

Rum

The Macallan
12 YEAR OLD 750 ML5299

NADURRA
16 YEAR OLD 750 ML8299

FRENCH OAK
15 YEAR OLD 750 ML6999

12 YEAR OLD 750 ML4199

Chivas Regal 1.75 L5899

Clan MacGregor 1.75 L1999

Laphroaig Single  
Malt Scotch
10 YEAR OLD 750 ML4999

Sobieski 1.75 L  1999

Bailey’s Original
IRISH CREAM 750 ML 2199

Jagermeister 1.75 L  3799

Cointreau 1 LITER 3499

Grand 
Marnier  750 ML 2999

B&B
Liqueur 750 ML 2999

Gozio
Amaretto 1 LITER 2499

Chambord 750 ML 2799

Irish Mist 750 ML 2299

Aperol 750 ML 2199

Licor 43 750 ML 2199

Drambuie 750 ML 3199

Romana Sambuca
REGULAR & BLACK 750 ML 2499

Frangelico 750 ML 2199

Brady’s Irish
Cream 1 LITER1199

Caravella
LIMONCELLO & ORANGECELLO 750 ML1999

Bowman’s

1199
1.75 L

Pinnacle
REGULAR 80 PROOF

1799
1.75 L

Tito’s

2999
1.75 L

Grey Goose
REGULAR 80 PROOF

2899
750 ML

Absolut
REGULAR 80 PROOF

2999
1.75 L

Smirnoff 80
REGULAR & FLAVORS

1999
1.75 L

Vodka

Stolichnaya
REGULAR ONLY

2999
1.75 L

See 
Coupon

Johnnie Walker

COLLECTION
4-PACK

7999
200 ML

Blue  
Label 750 ML17999

Scotch Cordials

The Glenlivet
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Small Batch
1792

2699
750 ML

Basil
Hayden’s

BOURBON

3999
750 ML

Bulleit
Bourbon

OR RYE

2799
750 ML

Jack 
Daniel’s

BLACK, FIRE, HONEY

4499
1.75 L

Four Roses
Single Barrel

100 PROOF

3799
750 ML

Birddog
Whiskey

ALL TYPES

1699
750 ML

Gentleman
Jack

2999
750 ML

Evan
Williams

2299
1.75 L

Maker’s
Mark 46

3999
750 ML

Tin Cup
Colorado

WHISKEY

3199
750 ML

Elijah Craig
12-YR SMALL BATCH

EXCLUDES CASK

2899
750 ML

E & J Brandy
VSOP

 
1.75 L  2199

Camus VSOP
ELEGANCE

 
750 ML  3999

Camus VS
ELEGANCE

 
750 ML  2699

Leroux Polish
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1.75 L  2199

Remy Martin
VSOP 750 ML  3999Tequila

Climax
Moonshine

2699
750 ML

Midnight
Moonshine

2199
750 ML

Evan Williams
Single Barrel

2699
750 ML

Gin
Tanqueray
  1.75 L  3499

Hendrick’s
  750 ML  3499

New Amsterdam
 1.75 L  1999

Bowman’s
 1.75 L 1299

Patrón
SILVER 750 ML  3999

Jose Cuervo Tradicional
SILVER OR REPOSADO 750 ML  2499

Olmeca Altos
PLATA OR REPOSADO 750 ML  2499

Tijuana
GOLD 1.75 L  1999

1800 Tequila
REPOSADO, SILVER OR COCONUT 1.75 L  3999

Whiskey

Bourbon Features

750 ML

Knob Creek
Single Barrel

4299

Seagram’s 7
CROWN 1.75 L  1799

Canadian
LTD 1.75 L  1399

Canadian Club
WHISKY  1.75 L  1999

Crown Royal
ORIGINAL & FLAVORS 750 ML  2699

Tullamore Dew
IRISH WHISKEY 750 ML  2899

Black Bush
 IRISH WHISKEY 750 ML  3299

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 1.75 L  4999

Fireball
CINNAMON WHISKY                      1.75 L  2799

Brandy & Cognac
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Wente
Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi

CLARET or 
PINOT NOIR

1499

CHARDONNAY

1199

    Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi is one of Italy’s oldest 
wineries, with a history dating to the 1300s.  
    The family has included medieval knights, 
bankers, lawyers and patrons of the arts. The 
Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi is one of the most 
significant wine producers in Italy, with nine 
estates and roughly 2,500 acres in Tuscany.  
The family has been growing wine since the 
late 19th century, when they became the first in 
Tuscany to import and plant French vine cuttings. 
Because they have been producing wines for more 
than 700 years, to experience Frescobaldi is to 
glimpse the history of Florence, from the Middle 
Ages to the present day.

NIPOZZANO CHIANTI 
RUFINA RISERVA

750 ML

1999

POMINO 
CHARDONNAY

750 ML

1499

CASTIGLIONI 
CHIANTI

750 ML

1299

•  Morning Fog 
Chardonnay

•  Merlot 
Sandstone

•  Louis Mel 
Sauvignon Blanc

•  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Southern Hills

Brightlands 1199
Nobilo 999

1299

13991699

•   CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

• PINOT NOIR

• MERLOT

1399
CHARDONNAY

Pinot Noir

•  CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON

• SYRAH
• ZINFANDEL 
• MERLOT

1399
TOSCANA 

ROSSO REMOLE
750 ML

899

TENUTA 
CASTIGLIONI

750 ML

2199

Featured Winery...
ALL 750 ML

Kim Crawford 1399

 J. Lohr  
Falcon Perch

1299

 Josh Cellars

1399

Silver Oak 
Alexander Valley  
2012

6999

CALIFORNIA 
CENTRAL COAST

MacMurray 1499

Meiomi 1999

THE PRISONER

Red Blend

3999

FAUST

Cabernet Sauvignon

4999

Stag’s Leap  
Artemis 4699

Cabernet Sauvignon

ALL 

750 ML

Sauvignon Blanc

ALL 

750 ML

CASTEL GIACONDO 
BRUNELLO
2011 VINTAGE

750 ML

5999

ALL 750 ML

Diamond  Series
ALL 750 ML

••••Director’s Series 
ALL 750 ML

Francis Ford 
Coppola Winery



Our Favorite 
Selections...
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Simi

Marlo

Ruffino

ALL 
TYPES

599
ALL TYPES 
(EXCLUDING 
PROSECCO & 

MOSCATO)

899

CABERNET 

SAUVIGNON

1799

MERLOT

1599

PINOT NOIR

1699

CHARDONNAY

1399

SAUVIGNON BLANC

1099

ALL 750 ML

•    CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 
GOLD GRAN SELEZIONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3199

ALL 750 ML

Sterling Napa
•  CABERNET  

SAUVIGNON, 

PINOT NOIR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1999

• CHARDONNAY, 

MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1899

• SAUVIGNON 

BLANC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1399

•  CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
SEVEN OAKS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1399

• LOS OSOS 
MERLOT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1199

• CHARDONNAY 
RIVERSTONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1099

J. Lohr

Cupcake

•    CHIANTI RISERVA DUCALE 
TAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1999

•    CHIANTI 
SUPERIORE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

ALL TYPES
EXCLUDES INFERNO

999

Apothic
750 ML

ALL TYPES

999

• CABERNET SAUVIGNON 
• CHARDONNAY • MERLOT  
• PINOT NOIR • SAUVIGNON 

BLANC

1099

Alias
750 ML

ALL 
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 MLCASE OF 12 
SAME TYPE

5999

Chateau Ste. Michelle
ALL 750 ML

ALL 
750 ML

HollowFoxHollow

•    MERLOT
•    CABERNET SAUVIGNON . . .1399

• SAUVIGNON BLANC

• CHARDONNAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

•  HARVEST SELECT

•  RIESLING

•  DRY RIESLING 899
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Bota  
Box 
ALL TYPES 1799

Black 
Box
ALL TYPES 2199

3 L BOX

3 L BOX

Mark 
West
PINOT NOIR 1799

1.5 L

Ruffino
Chianti

1399
1.5 L

Opici 
Homemade 
Barberone

1299
3 L BOX

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO

1399
1.5 L

Spartico Spanish
Red Blend 750 ML 899

Pizzolato 
Chianti 750 ML  999

Tarantas
Tempranillo 750 ML 799

Zuccotti
ALL TYPES 699

1.5 L

Papi
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

1.5 L

Franzia

Rex Goliath
ALL TYPES

1099
1.5 L

1.5 L

Concha y Toro
FRONTERA, ALL TYPES

899

Beringer
CALIFORNIA CLASSICS

999
1.5 L

Jacob’s Creek
ALL TYPES

1199

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO ................................2099

750 ML 

Corbett 
Canyon

ALL TYPES

799
1.5 L

Guigal Cote du Rhone

ROUGE ............................................1399
750 ML 

Kim Crawford
SAUVIGNON BLANC ........................1399

750 ML 

Nobilo
SAUVIGNON BLANC .............................999

750 ML 

Columbia Crest
GRAND ESTATES, ALL TYPES ..............999

750 ML 

Jacob’s Creek Reserve
ALL TYPES .....................................1099

750 ML 

Josh Cellars
ALL TYPES, EXCEPT
PINOT NOIR 13.99 ..................................1299

750 ML 

Allegrini Palazzo
DELLA TORRE IGT ..........................1699

750 ML 

Mark West
PINOT NOIR OR CHARDONNAY ...........999

750 ML 

Alamos
ALL TYPES, EXCLUDING MALBEC SELECCÍON .........899

750 ML 

En Memoire
du Malbec

1099
750 ML

House Wine 
Favorites

• World
 Classics

• Cabernet, Merlot  
or Chardonnay

1399
1799

Organic

Cutler Creek
ALL TYPES ...........................................399

750 ML 
CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 3999

Ruffino Lumina
PINOT GRIGIO

1199
1.5 L

Cul-de-Sac
ALL TYPES ...........................................499

750 ML 

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 4999

5 L BOX



Dessert
Favorites ...
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Celebrate!

Veuve
Clicquot Brut

 

4599

  

Taittinger
Brut la Fracaise

3999

 

Moet
Chandon

IMPERIAL N/V

3999
 

Dom
Chandon

BRUT, BLANC DE NOIR, ROSÉ

1799

GH Mum
CHAMPAGNE BRUT,

GRAND CORDON

3999
 

Mionetto
Brut

PROSECCO

1299
 

Ruffino
 PROSECCO OR 

SPARKLING ROSÉ

1199

 

Andre
Champagne

599

Korbel
BRUT, ROSÉ , X-DRY

1199
 

M&R
Asti

 

1199
 

DRINK OF THE WEEK

*In a punch bowl or large pitcher filled with ice, 
combine all of the ingredients. Stir well.  
Serve over ice and garnish with cranberries.

Jingle Juice 
Holiday Punch
• 1 bottle (750ml) Whipped Vodka

•  1 bottle of Pink Champagne  
or Sparkling Rosé

• 1 2-liter bottle of Cherry 7-Up

• Cranberries for garnish (optional)

Dom
Perignon

 

14999

Blu
Prosecco

1099
750 ML

Freixenet
Cordon Negro

999
750 ML 750 ML

750 ML750 ML750 ML

750 ML750 ML

750 ML750 ML

750 ML 750 ML

750 ML

SEE
COUPON

Sangria

Inniskillin
Vidal Ice WINE 4499

375 ML

Graham’s 
Six Grape 1799

750 ML

Dry Sack
Sherry 1399

750 ML

Cockburn
Special
Reserve 1399

750 ML

750 ML

Cockburn
Ruby/Tawny 1099

Real Sangria

999
Papi Sangria

799

1.5 L

1.5 L
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mt. Olive hit key 3-pointers at
the end of the second quarter, at
the beginning of the third quarter
and near the very end of the final
quarter to slip past the Cranford
High School boys basketball
team, 50-47, in the consolation
game of the Cougar Holiday Tour-
nament in Cranford on Decem-
ber 28. Those untimely lapses
just seemed to be part of the
growing pains experienced by the
1-4 Cougars, who have only one
returning starter from last year.

“We played hard the whole
game. We just had that time
lapse those one or two minutes
where we stopped playing hard,
giving up shots on defense, no
hustle. That’s just what’s hap-
pened every game for the last
five games. We cut that out, we
win. We should be 4-1 right now
but we have these lapses,” ex-
plained Cougar senior Ryan Bakie,
the sole returning starter.

The Marauders’ timely 3-pointer
at the end of the first half sparked
an 18-5 run, which included three
more 3-pointers, from that point

to midway through the third quar-
ter where the Cougars found
themselves on the small end of a
37-28 score. But the Cougars
demonstrated their competitive-
ness and responded with an 11-4
run to close to within two points at
41-39 by the end of the quarter.

“We came back from 37-28 and
were down nine. It’s an inexperi-
enced team. That’s what it is.
Bakie is the only kid who started
last year. With Kyle [Ledford]
being out it’s been a learn as we
go. Everybody other than Bakie,
this is their first time playing
varsity,” Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber pointed out. “That’s
a good team, Mt. Olive.”

Bakie proved to be valuable
offensively and defensively as he

BAKIE NETS 18 POINTS, DISHES OUT 4 ASSISTS; LIBRERA PUMPS IN 10 PTS, GRABS 6 RBS

Mt. Olive Slips Past Cougars in Boys Hoops Tourney, 50-47
led the team with 18 points with
four assists, and added three
steals and four rebounds. Team-
mate Chris Librera also contrib-
uted all-around offensively and
defensively with 10 points, four
assists, six rebounds and three
steals. Senior Alex Gall, who had
three points, also was tough de-
fensively with four rebounds, a
tipped shot and an act of thiev-
ery.

“We knew that this team is
bigger than we are. We only play
three or four big guys, including
Librera who’s not even the big-
gest guy out there. We knew we
had to get under there, box out,
grab those rebounds. Me, Libby
[Librera] and Alex Gall were

pretty much the only ones who
were getting in there and doing
the dirty work,” Bakie said. “We
did the best we could.”

The Cougars got a slight jump
on the Marauders an grabbed an
11-9 lead at the end of the first
quarter. Senior Tom Curry sank
five points, Librera sank four and
senior Brian Oblachinski put in
two points. All 11 points came
with assists.

“We are definitely coming to-
gether. A lot of us don’t play
many sports together but we
have a lot of chemistry, a couple
of the seniors. We’ve been play-
ing together for a while. We just
got to show the younger ones
what it means to play as a team,”
Bakie said.

Bakie scored all 12 of the Cou-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos
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gars’ points in the second quar-
ter, which included hitting four of
five free throws, but the Maraud-
ers’ late 3-pointer put them down
only by one point, 23-22, at the
half. But then the 3-pointers came
into play and with 2:36 left in the
third quarter, Mt. Olive led 37-31
just after Cougar Matt Fonseca

nailed the first of his two 3-
pointers.

The Cougars got back onto the
assists track in the fourth quar-
ter and managed to take a 47-46
lead with 30 seconds remaining.

“Like I said before, a couple of
the seniors have some chemis-
try. We played together even in

grade school. We know what we
like to do, who can shoot, who
can drive, the passing. We know
where to put the ball and when,”
Bakie said.

But Zach Muller banged a 3-
pointer with :24.6 on the clock to
put Mt. Olive up by two. Incon-
sistent passing put the ball back
into the Marauders’ hands and
Jared Traub, who finished with
12 points, sank a free throw for
the final point.

“Basketball is a game of runs. It
ended up on their run. We gave
up a big three at the end of the

game. Unfortunately we didn’t.
Unfortunately, we didn’t make
some shots at the right time.
People are going to look at the
last two minutes of the game but
that was not all about the game.
We missed some lay-ups early.
The end of the first half, 54 sec-
onds left we wanted to hold for

one shot. Unfortunately we
turned it over twice. We gave
points up to them,” Coach Huber
said.

Bakie and Traub were named
All-Tournament Players for their
respective teams.
Mt. Olive   9 13 19   9 50
Cranford 11 12 16   8 47
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Miller Wins 195-lb Crown, Hoerle 2nd at 106 at Roselle Park Mat Tournament
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Garwood Council Welcomes New
Members; Names Todisco President

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Jen Blumenstock
and Marc Lazarow were sworn in,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco was
named council president and
2017 appointments were an-
nounced at the Tuesday night
reorganization meeting of the
Garwood Council,.

Union County Sherriff Joseph
Cryan administered the oath of
office to Mrs. Blumenstock who
was surrounded by her husband,
Andrew, and daughters, Lena and
Cecilia. Mr. Lazarow’s husband,
James Hart, stood by his side as
he took his oath of office, also
administered by Sherriff Cryan.

After taking their seats at the
dais, Councilwoman Blumenstock
addressed those in attendance
stating, “I’d like to thank my
daughters Lena and Cece, who
were such good sports, joining
me on walks around town and
who I know understand why
mommy thought this was such
an important thing to do.”

She continued by thanking her
parents and siblings for their
support. “You watched my kids,
came to our events, but most
importantly you propped me up
with advice and understanding,”
she said. She also thanked her
husband, Andrew, calling him an
“amazing campaign manager”
and recognized him for his hard
work on the campaign trail and
for supporting her during her
“crazy schedule” while campaign-
ing. “I know [he] will always be
there for me as I take on what’s
likely to be an even crazier sched-
ule,” she stated.

After thanking the mayor, coun-
cil and the residents of Garwood
for their support, she addressed
her plan to “ensure our budget
and the budget-setting process”

is transparent.
“I would like to respectfully re-

quest that the Finance Commit-
tee consider instituting ‘Break-
ing Down the Budget’ Town Hall
sessions, as I’ve coined them,”
Councilwoman Blumenstock con-
tinued. She explained that the
sessions would be a forum to
“dissect the budget’s inner work-
ings,” while providing an oppor-
tunity for residents “to have their
voices heard.”

She concluded by stating, “As
we go through the next year, I
want the residents to never hesi-
tate to contact me with ques-
tions, thoughts or ideas. I am
positive this year will bring great
things to Garwood and I am hon-
ored to be a part of it.”

“What an honor and privilege
to be bestowed with the power to

represent the citizens of
Garwood,” Councilman Lazarow
said addressing the crowd. He
recognized his husband, James,
stating how much he “loves and
values him” calling him “an an-
chor in a sea of turbulent cam-
paign storms.” He stated how
grateful he was for the mayor
and council. “I truly look forward
to learning from your experi-
ences and insights to help guide
me in becoming an effective leg-
islator,” Councilman Lazarow
said.

“I would like to use this plat-
form to formally propose some
of my most pressing initiatives,”
Councilman Lazarow continued.
“I will propose that we bond for a
new DPW (Department of Public
Works) garbage truck to replace

Betsey Burgdorf  for The Westfield Leader
IT'S OFFICIAL...Garwood Councilman Marc Lazarow, center, is sworn in
Tuesday night by Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, left, at the Borough
Council reorganization meeting as his husband, James Hart, looks on.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Reorg. Meeting
Highlights Appointments

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee held its annual reor-
ganization meeting Tuesday, in
which Commissioner Thomas
Hannen was sworn in as mayor
for 2017, Commissioner Patrick
Giblin as deputy mayor, and Ann
Dooley began her first three-
year term on the committee, giv-
ing Democrats a 3-to-2 majority
in 2017. Republican Mary
O’Connor was sworn in for a new
term on the committee.

During the meeting, the gov-
erning body approved mayoral
appointments for township com-
mittee members, planning board,
library board, Emergency Man-
agement Council, Environmen-
tal Commission, Historic Preser-
vation Advisory Board, Tree Ad-
visory Board and Board of Edu-
cation Liaison.

The township committee ap-
proved 90 resolutions. One reso-

lution was not approved unani-
mously, although a unanimous
vote was not needed for approval.
Commissioner Andis Kalnins, one
of two Republicans on the com-
mittee, voted against the ap-
pointment of Ryan J. Cooper as
township attorney for one year.

Mr. Kalnins cited Mr. Cooper’s
inexperience in municipal law at
such a critical time with the
Birchwood Avenue development,
which the township is purchasing
for $18.5 million. He said an
astute and seasoned “municipal
specialized” attorney is needed
in negotiations with development
companies moving forward. Mr.
Kalnins noted such training as a
necessity in possibly saving the
township money.

Ms. Dooley, an attorney, said
Mr. Cooper has unique and per-
tinent experience in both mu-
nicipal law as well as much-
needed experience in privacy,

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
MR. DEPUTY MAYOR…Commissioner Patrick Giblin  is sworn in as Cranford
deputy mayor for 2017 by his father, Assemblyman Thomas P. Giblin (D-34th,
Clifton), left,  at Tuesday night’s reganization meeting.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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our 20-year-old truck that put
our town at risk of not being able
to perform garbage pick-up.”

He also said that he would be
requesting that “we move for-
ward in the redevelopment of
the Casale and Petro properties,”
and stated that public meetings
will be held in regards to the
project “before we continue on
this journey to re-imagine the
center of our town.”

In closing, Councilman Lazarow
encouraged residents to get in-
volved by attending meetings,
volunteering or calling an elected
official. “I am grateful for the
opportunity to serve our town
and look forward to hearing from
our residents,” he said.

President Todisco welcomed the
new members and thanked the
council for “their confidence in
selecting me as council presi-
dent.” She stated as Chair of the
Finance Committee, she will see
that the budget process is more
transparent. “I will be happy to
lead a ‘Breaking Down the Bud-
get’ meeting to invite residents
to understand perhaps the single
most important town document
and to hear their thoughts even
before the Finance Committee
begins making decisions on line
items,” she said.

Calling Garwood a “small town
with a big heart,” Mayor Charles
Lombardo wished everyone a
Happy New Year. “My second
year as mayor has gone by very
quickly, and I look forward to the
coming year,” he said. “I would
not have gotten through it with
any success if it were not for our
professionals who have been of
great assistance to me.”

Mayor Lombardo personally
thanked Borough Clerk and Busi-
ness Administrator Christina
Ariemma and her staff, Police
Chief Bruce Underhill and his of-
ficers, Fire Chief Len Spina and
his firefighters, Public Works
Superintendent Clint Dickson and

his department and First Aid Cap-
tain Jim Willix and his staff.

Mayor Lombardo also thanked
“all of our volunteers who serve
on the borough’s committees and
organizations.” He continued by
saying, “They deserve our thanks
for their untiring dedication and
commitment.”

Mayor Lombardo recognized all
the local politicians that were in
attendance including former
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy
and Fanwood Mayor Collen Mahr
and bid farewell to former Coun-
cilmen Mike Martin and Jim
Mathieu.

He noted that during 2016, the
mayor and council participated
in four ribbon cutting ceremo-
nies for new businesses and that
the fourth annual Garwood Rocks
sponsored by the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce will be held on Sunday,
June 4, with a rain date of Sun-
day, September 10.

“I also congratulate and wel-
come new council members Jen
Blumenstock and Mark Lazarow
to the council,” Mayor Lombardo

said. “This past election in No-
vember 2016, for the first time in
Garwood’s 113-year history,
brings together three ladies on
the Garwood Council at the same
time.”

Mayor Lombardo urged resident
to call their representative “in-
cluding me” if they have a concern
about something going on in the
town. “We were elected by you
and are here for you,” he said.

In other news, the council ap-
proved the following 2017 ap-
pointments: Robert Renaud,
Esq., Municipal Attorney; Eric
Bernstein, Esq., Municipal Tax
Appeal Attorney; Matthew
Giacobbe, Esq., Municipal Labor
Attorney; Steven Merman, Esq.,
Municipal Prosecutor; Michael
Simitz, Esq., Municipal Public De-
fender and Donald Guarriello, Mu-
nicipal Engineering Services.
Councilman Joseph Sarno was
named Planning Board liaison.

The next meeting of the
Garwood Council will be held on
Tuesday, January 10, at 7:15
p.m. at Borough Hall located at
403 South Avenue.

Cybersecurity and eDiscovery.
Ms. Dooley and fellow Commit-

teewoman Mary O’Connor, a Re-
publican, echoed a commitment
to working with Union County to
improving flood prevention and
addressing road maintenance in
the township.

Mayoral appointments of town-
ship committee members are as
follows: Mr. Kalnins, commis-
sioner of finance; Mr. Giblin, com-
missioner of public safety; Ms.
Dooley, commissioner of public
works and engineering; and Ms.
O’Connor, commissioner of pub-
lic affairs.

Fire Chief Daniel Czeh was ac-
knowledged, as he will be presi-
dent of the Union County Fire
Chiefs Association. Mayor Hannen
was approved as commissioner
liaison for senior citizen Issues.
He also will serve as board of
education liaison in 2017. Mr.
Kalnins was approved as com-
missioner liaison to the Cranford
Chamber of Commerce.

A resolution was approved de-
termining a zero-tolerance policy
for alcohol and drug use by un-
derage youth.

Companies the township will
employ for management services
including appraisals, bond coun-
seling, legal services and other
various services were approved.
Norman Albert was approved as
township prosecutor for a one-
year term.

Kathleen Murray was appointed
as a Class IV member of the plan-
ning board. Mayoral appointments
to the Library Board were Susan
Burke, Patricia Pavlak and Marge
Shackell. Nelson Dittmar was ap-
proved as chairman of the Envi-
ronmental Commission. Maureen
Strazdon was approved as chair-
woman of the Historic Preserva-
tion Advisory Board. James
Nichnadowicz will serve as county
advisor to the Tree Advisory Board.

Ed Force was approved as chair-
man of the Grievance Commit-
tee. Appointments were made to
the Parking Committee, Pedes-
trian Safety Committee, Munici-
pal Alliance Program, River Main-
tenance Committee, Teen Cen-
ter Advisory Board and Union
County League of Municipalities.
A resolution establishing the
Green Team was approved.

CF Reorganization Meeting Garwood Welcomes Members, Todisco President

Paul Lachenauer  for The Westfield Leader
JOINING TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE…Ann Dooley is sworn in as a member
of the Cranford Township Committee at Tuesday night’s reganization meeting
as her family looks on.

Cranford ‘Deal’ to Buy
Birchwood Property OK’d

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
committee last Wednesday
agreed, by a 4-to-1 vote, to “en-
act a deal,” with S. Hekemian
Group to buy 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue, about 16 acres, for $18.5
million.

Andis Kalnis, in his last days as
mayor, said the acquisition was
being done in order to reduce the
number of apartments on the
site by 37 percent and thereby
lessen the impact on the schools,
traffic and the sanitary sewer
system, when the township re-

sells the land.
How the reduction of units and

an intent for additional storm
water management will impact
flooding in the flood plain has not
been determined by the town-
ship. The township is hoping to
lessen the number of units from
360 to 225, with a portion to be
affordable housing, and keep part
of the land for flood mitigation.

The bond ordinance that was
passed on final reading last
Wednesday includes $500,000
earmarked for fees associated
with the sale. Commissioner

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Patrick Giblin was the sole com-
missioner who voted against the
ordinance, saying “this transac-
tion puts the town at a consider-
able risk” and the revenue to the
township will be less because of
a tax abatement. This debt would
bring Cranford’s total debt to
about $77 million, he said.

Resident Joe LoGiudice of
Wadsworth Terrace, whose home
abuts the Birchwood property,
who in past comments has said
any development would cause
worse flooding, commended the
township for reducing the num-
ber of units.

 “I believe this proposal is our
best option,” he said. “Any re-
duction in density is better,” be-
cause of the costs to services
associated with the larger devel-
opment.

The S. Hekemian Group of
Paramus, aka Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA), bought
the property in October 2008 for
$8 million, won a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit in 2011 and the sub-
sequent appeals, and is now prof-
iting some $10 million (not in-
cluding expenses incurred on the
project) buy selling the land to
the township. Any developer who
buys the land from the township
is to benefit from a tax abate-
ment by way of a Payment in Lieu
of Taxes Program (PILOT) the
township is looking to provide.

Hekemian has the option to
buy the property back at $14.1
million from the township within
18 months should the township
not be able to sell it, and have the
advantage of the tax abatement,
the committee said.

Resident Chris Ashrafi said to
the committee, “Please don’t
incentivize builders. They don’t
need it.”

“The market rate tax bill on 225
units is about $1.6 million… un-
der the PILOT the developer
would be paying 35 to 55 percent
of that bill,” Commissioner Giblin
said.

“Will it cover debt service? I
except it would — but does it
cover everything else (services,
school expenses, etc.)? I don’t
think it would,” Mr. Giblin said.

Interest costs and professional
fees would be incurred as well,
Commissioner  Thomas H.
Hannen Jr. said.

The township had the land ap-
praised at $19.5 million based on
the 360 units, by township-ap-
pointed appraiser Joe Baldoni,
Mr. Kalnins said.
Resident Kelly Gorman of Or-
ange Avenue, a commercial real
estate appraiser himself, ques-
tioned the assessment. “The price
seems very high,” she said.
Hekemian had tried to sell the
land in January and could not sell
it for more than $12 million, resi-
dent Rich Colangelo said.
 “You are vastly overpaying for
this,” Mr. Colangelo said. “I don’t
trust a developer to buy some-
thing back above market price.”
George LoForte of Retford Av-
enue, located on the southside of
town, called it a “land specula-
tion deal.”
More than two dozen residents
attended the meeting Wednes-
day, significantly less than the
over 700 who signed a petition
against developing the area back
in 2011.
“What is the reason for this date?
…Is there a financial reason for
that?” asked resident and local
developer Gerry Grillo for having

the public hearing during the
holidays and before the year
ended.
“Because of the turnover in the
committee,” Mayor Kalnins re-
sponded, as Democrats took a 3-
to-2 majority in 2017. The pas-
sage of the bond ordinance re-
quires a super majority, mean-
ing at least four yes votes.
Mr. Hannen told The Westfield
Leader Hekemian would not ac-
cept less than $18 million for the
property.
Also, Hekemian, during the six-
month negotiation, turned down
the offer to build units on North
Avenue downtown on a plot of
land the township purchased
about a year ago instead of the
Birchwood property.
Mr. Hannen also said Hekemian
had been ready to begin con-
struction this coming spring.
When asked by The Leader if the
township was bailing out the de-
veloper, Mr. Kalnins responded,
“We are not bailing out the de-
veloper. We are reducing the
density. If we don’t go through
with the deal he will develop it for
360 units.”
“I would love to see a little con-
trol over what is being built in
Birchwood, so thank you,” said
Cathy Sheridan, who lives on
Wadsworth Terrace that abuts
the Birchwood Avenue property
and is also a newly elected board
of education member.
This plot of Birchwood Avenue
had gone through numerous it-
erations of proposed development
the township fought time and time
again, from 130 age-restricted
units, then a 200-plus unit, multi-
family development, to over 400
units that CDA tried to build that
ended in a 360-unit development
the courts settled on, Mr.
Colangelo laid out. “Every time
we try to become active we end
up in a worse situation,” Mr.
Colangelo said.
Resident Liz Sweeney of

Wadsworth Terrace asked about
the affordable housing obliga-
tions. The township is obligated
to fulfill 54 affordable units and a
minimum of 30 would be supplied
at Birchwood Avenue, Mayor
Kalnins said. He said the balance
“we believe we already have.”
The second piece of this buyout
is the township would hope to
acquire a portion of the property
that has wetlands for flood miti-
gation purposes, Mr. Kalnins said.
How much of an impact will that
have on reducing flooding in the
area? When asked to town offi-
cials they didn’t know. The town-
ship decided to not spend money
to determine if and how much of
a reduction in flood levels would
occur with a flood mitigation plan
until after they have spent $18
million to buy the land, Mayor
Kalnins said.
The former township engineer
Richard Marsden has said as re-
ported in The Star-Ledger Au-
gust 25, 2011, that building any-
where on the site would impact
the flood plain that stretches from

Cranford to Kenilworth and cause
flooding to dry areas. Even Gov-
ernor Chris Christie has said on
radio 101.5 any building would
make flooding “significantly
worse.”
The impact to the school system
with such a large development is
also a concern of the board of
education. With the idea to build
at 225 units, the anticipated num-
ber of students would be about
66 to 40 percent less than build-
ing it to 360 units — based on
calculations supplied by the board
of education, Mr. Hannen said.
Increased traffic is also another
impact. With each unit requiring
parking spaces for 1.5 vehicles
the traffic will go from 540 to 337
cars entering in and out of the
complex under a 225-unit build.
Also, a traffic light on Orange
Avenue, the offshoot from
Birchwood Avenue, was not re-
quired of the developer in the
court’s decision of the lawsuit.
The township, if it so chose, could
make a light be required when it
sends out its request for propos-
als, Mr. Hannen told The Leader.
But that has not been deter-
mined.
There is also the expense to up-
grade the sanitary sewer infra-
structure to avoid sewer backups
in nearby residences.
Jane Smith of Wadsworth Ter-
race asked about environmental
cleanup of the property. The
township said it has a due dili-
gence period when they can de-
cide to back out of the contract.
Schering-Plough had once been
housed on the property and used
a parking lot as a dumping
ground, Mr. Hannen told The
Leader. The township has de-
cided by resolution to apply for
the Hazardous Discharge Site
Remediation Fund to recoup costs
associated with the study.

Christine M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SUPPORTING BIRCHWOOD
DEAL...Cranford Township Commit-
teeman John Mallon, who is no longer
a member of the committee, speaks
during last week’s meeting where the
governing body voted, 4-to-1, to buy
the 16-acre Birchwood Avenue prop-
erty from S. Hekemian Group for $18.5
million and to reduce the density on the
site from 360 to 225 units.
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Garwood Makes Borough
Appointments for 2017

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Charles Lombardo and the bor-
ough council made the following
appointments at Tuesday night’s
reorganization meeting.

Municipal Attorney, Robert F.
Renaud, of Palumbo Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC; Labor Attor-
ney, Matthew J. Giacobbe, Cleary,
Giacobbe, Alfieri, Jacobs, LLC;
Bond Counsel, Steven L. Rogut.

Municipal Prosecutor, Steven
H. Merman; Municipal Public De-
fender, Michael S. Simitz; Mu-
nicipal Engineering Services,
Donald R. Guarriello, of Guarriello
& Dec Associates, LLC; Planning
Board Liaison, Councilman Jo-
seph Sarno, III.

Leonard Spina, fire chief; Allan
Tweedle, assistant fire chief;
Albert Toth, Jr., fire official; Li-
brary Board of Trustees, Carol
White (five years).

Garwood Municipal Alliance:
Barbara Tweedle, Steve
Kaelbltin, Sam Rocco, Walter
Merfert, Ralph Bernardo, Mary
Emmons, Chuck Tombs, Virginia
Marinelli, Allan Tweedle and
Caitlin Tweedle.

Celebrations Committee for
2017: Thomas Englese, Michelle
Stoffer, Michelle Abbaticola, Su-
san Groning, Kim Brown, Michele
Tortorici and Carolyn Dunning.

Emergency Management Coun-
cil: Deputy Coordinator, Police
Captain Doug Stoffer; Police Chief
Bruce D. Underhill; Fire Chief Len
Spina; Superintendent DPW, Clint
Dicksen; First Aid, Jimmy Willix;
Engineer, Donald Guarriello; Ra-
diological Officer, Sam Rocco;
Business Representative, Joseph
Ragonese; Representatives from
Service Organizations: Knights
of Columbus, Michael Collings;
Fire Department Ladies Auxil-
iary, Denise Pelusio; Health, Ellen
Shelley; Law, Chief Underhill;
First Aid, Mr. Willix.

Historical Committee: Pat

DiFabio; Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma; Bruce Paterson;
Rhiannan Stahnke; Adele Lewis;
Anthony Benzinger and Carol
Lombardo.

Planning Board, Mayor Charles
Lombardo and William Nierstedt
(both one year); Kathleen
Villaggio (four years); Craig
McCarrick and John Malcolm (al-
ternates, two years).

Union County Community De-
velopment Revenue Sharing
Committee: Mayor Lombardo,
Mr. Nierstedt and Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro (alternate), and
Union County Solid Waste Advi-
sory Council: Clint Dicksen.

Borough Council Standing Com-
mittees:

Police, Public Health & Safety:
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli,
(chairman); Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilman Marc
Lazarow.

Streets, Roads and Ecology:
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
(chairwoman); Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli and Councilman Joe
Sarno.

Fire: Councilman Joe Sarno
(chairman); Councilman Marc
Lazarow and Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock.

Finance: Councilwoman Sara
Todisco (chairwoman); Council-
man Joe Sarno and Councilman
Marc Lazarow.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee made the
following appointments at the
January 3rd reorganization meet-
ing:

Township Committee: Oath of
Office: Ann Dooley (first term,
three years) and Mary O’Connor
(new term, three years); Ap-
pointed: Mayor, Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. (one year); Deputy
Mayor, Patrick F. Giblin (one
year).

Mayoral Appointments: Com-
missioner of Finance, Andis
Kalnins; Commissioner of Public
Safety, Mr. Giblin; Commissioner
Public Works/Engineering, Ms.
Dooley; Commissioner of Public
Affairs, Ms. O’Connor; Planning
Board: Kathleen Murray (two
years) and Daniel Aschenbach,

alternate (two years); Mayoral
Appointments to Library Board:
Susan Burke (five years) Patricia
Pavlak (five years); Marge
Shackell (one year); Mr. Giblin
(commissioner/liaison);

Emergency Management Coun-
cil for 2017: Fire Lieutenant Mat-
thew Lubin, emergency manage-
ment coordinator to fill an two-
year unexpired term; Mr. Lubin,
coordinator; Fire Chief Daniel
Czeh and Police Lieutenant
Stephen Wilde, deputy coordi-
nators; Mayor Hannen; Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall;
Monika Koscova-Jencik, sanitar-
ian; Interim Supt. of Schools,
Marilyn Birnbaum; Public Works
Superintendent, Steven Wardell;
Construction Code Official, Rich-
ard Belluscio;

TV35 Representative, Edward
Davenport; Citizen Representa-
tive, Margaret (Peg) Pipchick;
Consultant, Ron Marotta; and
Michael Beams and Christopher
Chapman.

Mayoral Appointments to the
Environmental Commission:
David DesRochers (three years);
Gwen D’Amico (three years);
Ronald Margulis (alternate, two
years); Daniel Achenbach,
Michael Bond, David Coughlin,
Alyssa Frediani, William King,
Edward O’Malley, Patricia Pavlak,
Ana Pinto, David Pringle, and
Lawrence Russo (associate mem-
bers, one year); Nelson Dittmar,
(chairman, one year), and Ms.
Dooley (commissioner/liaison.);

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board: Kinney Clark (three
years); Maureen Strazdon (three
years); Pria McNeil (high school
member, three years); Loretta
Smith (three years); William King
(two years); Thomas Connolly,
Michael Mason, Julie Murphy,
Nancy Price and Stephen Price
(associate members, one year);
Maureen Strazdon (chairman,
one year); Mr. Giblin (commis-
sioner/liaison);

Tree Advisory Board: James
Nichnadowicz, (county advisor,
one year); Ms. O’Connor (com-
missioner/liaison).Mayoral Ap-
pointment as board of education
liaison for 2017, Mayor Hannen.

Ryan Cooper, township attor-
ney (one year); Willis, Towers
and Watson, risk management
consultant; Norman Albert, mu-
nicipal prosecutor (one year);
Mark Rothman, of Robbins and
Robbins, LLP, alternate munici-
pal prosecutor (one year); labor
attorney, Schenck, Price Smith
and King; auditors, Suplee
Clooney & Company; bond coun-
sel, Steven Rogut of Rogut
McCarthy LLC.

Engineering services, Grotto
Engineering, H2M Architects and

Cranford Mun.  Appointments For 2017

FEEDING OUR NEIGHBORS...The Service and Mission Team of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford sponsored a congregation-wide food collec-
tion during the Advent Season. Boxes were brightly decorated by the First
Presbyterian Church Youth Fellowship under the direction of Youth Fellowship
Coordinator Ashley Kile. The food will be donated to Cranford Family Care and
the Osceola Presbyterian Church Food Pantry. Service and Mission Team
members pictured organizing the boxes, from left to right, are: Front row, Bob
and Jean Wands and Lee McArthur, and back row, Associate Pastor Caroline
Unzaga, Carol and Jeff Berns and Skip Winter. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Engineers, Harbor Consultants,
Maser Consulting PA, and Mott
MacDonald; planning services,
Maser Consulting and Harbor
Consultants.

Mayor Hannen, commissioner
liaison for senior citizen issues;
Mr. Kalnins, commissioner liai-
son to chamber of commerce;
Airplane Noise Pollution Commit-
tee: Wayne D. Greenstone, Wil-
liam Ilaria, Jeff Pistol, Michael
Rockliff and Commissioner/Liai-
son, Ms. O’Connor;

Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board: Barbara Krause
and William Ilaria (two years).

Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation, Mr. Giblin,
commissioner/liaison (one year);
Jean Maisónneuve (resident, two-
year unexpired term); Joseph
Colangelo (resident, three years;
Maureen Tinen, (owner, three
years); Clara Nunziato (propri-
etor/business employee, three
years); Barry O’Donovan, (chair-
man, one year).

Flood Control Advisory Board:
Commissioner/Liaison, Mayor
Hannen, Daniel J. Asehenbach,
Mark Bagniewski, Robert
Bobucky, Richard Buontempo,
Robert Colonna., John DeCotiis,
Cindy Gallagher, Walter
Gallagher, Ellen Hunt, Louis
Lambe, Ronald Margulis, Joseph
Musillo, Barry O’Donovan,
Michael Pender, Robert Puhak,
Ernest Sabato, Jonathan Schrier,
Janet Sharkey, Ann Steinbach,
Jeremy Tomlinson and Support
Team member Leo Coakley. Me-
morial Day Committee: Barbara
Bilger, Jay Boxwell, Gerald Dob-
bins, Mark Dingelstedt, Beth
Marotta, Heinz Ricken, Chris
Sands, Donald Sweeney, Stephen
Robertazzi (chairman), and Com-
missioner/Liaison, Mr. Kalnins;

Municipal Alliance: Samantha
Attialese, Interim superintendent
of Schools Marilyn Birnbaum, Peg
Carlton, Kathryn Cleary,
Marigrace Flynn, William Ilaria
(chairman), Elizabeth Kellett,

Township Sanitarian Monika
Koscova-Jencik, Linda S. Leifer,
Elizabeth Lynch, Maryanne Del
Negro-Mason, Michael Mason,
Kathleen Murray, Police Sergeant
Matthew Nazzaro, Alexandra
Paulyson, Elyse Pravda, Recre-
ation and Parks Director Stephen
Robertazzi, Inessa Vaccaro, Kim
Weidner, Aaryn Wichelns, Susan
Wilson, Police Chief Wozniak,
Brad Young, and Ms. O’Connor,
commissioner/liaison; Maryanne
Del Negro-Mason, municipal co-
ordinator (one year).

Parking Committee: Michael
Venditti, Charles Baniewicz, Po-
lice Chief Wozniak, Lieutenant
Edward Davenport (chairman),
Barry O’Donovan, Kathleen Miller
Prunty, and Mr. Giblin, commis-
sioner/liaison; Planning Board:
Mayor Hannen (one year); Ms.
Dooley (township rep., one year);

 Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority, Mr. Kalnins (commis-
sioner/liaison, one year);

Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
Hugh Welsh (liaison) and Cameron
Andre (alternate liaison).

Recreation and Parks Advisory
Board: Stephen Robertazzi, di-

rector of parks and recreation;
Craig Miklencic (Cranford West
Committee liaison), Donald
Barone (senior citizen represen-
tative), Brian Andrews, Luis
Bringuier, Susan Cave, Peter
Coates, Mark Dinglestedt, Marita
Dow, Martha Garcia, Darren
Gottesman, Maria Harris, Kevin
Illing, Stephani Kwiatkowski,
Deborah Leber, Brittany McDyer,
Carolyn Capone Pugliese, Heinz
Ricken, Laura Schoppman, Wally
Shackell, Catherine Sheridan,
Donald Sweeney, and Patrick F.
Giblin (commissioner/liaison).

Swim Pool Utility Advisory Board:
Stephen Robertazzi, recreation
and parks director; James Byrne,
Marybeth Byrne, Susan Cave
(Gators rep.), Gerry Dobbins, John
Hartnett; Karl Heinze, Eileen
Leahey, Joseph Starkey, and Ms.
Dooley (commissioner/liaison.)

Union County League of Mu-
nicipalities: Mayor Hannen (rep-
resentative) and Deputy Mayor
Giblin (alternate representative);
Zoning Board of Adjustment:
Ronald Marotta (four years);
Victoria Drake (four years); Brian
Trelease (alternate, two years);

Cranford Mun.  Appointments For 2017

Buildings and Grounds: Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow (chairman);
Councilwoman Sara Todisco and
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock.

Laws and License: Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro, (chairwoman);
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco.

Other special committees: Rec-
reation, Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli; Senior Citizen Liai-
son, Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock; Library, Mayor’s
Representative, Councilman Marc
Lazarow; School Board Liaison,
Councilman Joe Sarno; Celebra-
tions of Public Events and Holi-
days Liaison, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco; Union County Air Traffic

Noise Advisory Board Represen-
tative, Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock; Union County
Transportation  Advisory Repre-
sentative, Walter Tucker; Busi-
ness and Industry/Chamber of
Commerce, Carol Kearney;

Administrative Review Commit-
tee: Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
(chairwoman); Mayor Lombardo;
Councilwoman Sara Todisco; Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma
and Sandra Bruns.

Commuter Parking Committee:
Councilman Joe Sarno (chair-
man); Councilman Lou Petruzzelli;
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro;
Police Chief Bruce Underhill;
Kathleen Villaggio (citizen rep.)

Garwood Makes Appointments

GARWOOD
Thursday, December 1, Victor
Martinez-Arias, 22, and Bryan
Aguirre, 20, both of Elizabeth,
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of marijuana and
oxycodone after a motor vehicle
stop for speeding on the 400
block of South Avenue. Aguirre
was released pending court and
Martinez-Arias was turned over
to the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment due to an outstanding crimi-
nal warrant.
Saturday, December 3,
Alexander Gazsi, 25, of Cranford
was arrested for being under the
influence of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) and charged
with being in possession of mari-
juana and synthetic marijuana.
Police observed Gazsi acting sus-
piciously and he appeared to be
intoxicated on the 200 block of
South Avenue. Gazsi was re-
leased pending court.
Thursday, December 8, Andrew
Smith, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of marijuana after a mo-
tor vehicle stop for careless driv-
ing on the 600 block of South
Avenue. Smith was released
pending court.
Monday, December 12, Jorge
Cortes, 43, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on multiple charges after
a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of South Avenue for equip-
ment violations. An investiga-
tion found that Cortes had a sus-
pended driver’s license and his
vehicle had an expired registra-
tion. Additionally, he had war-
rants for his arrest from several
jurisdictions for more than
$1,300. Cortes was released
pending court after being re-
leased on his own recognizance
on the outstanding warrants.
Tuesday, December 13, Lynette
Smith, 52, of Newark was charged
with stealing a wallet from a
customer at a borough super-
market. Police received a report

of a wallet stolen from the victim’s
purse while she was shopping at
the store. The wallet contained
cash and photos. Police were able
to recover video surveillance of
the incident and the matter was
turned over to the detective bu-
reau. During the investigation,
the identity of the suspect was
found and a criminal complaint
was signed and a warrant issued
for her arrest.
Saturday, December 17, Sandra
Rodriguez, 43, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop for careless
driving on the 400 block of South
Avenue. An investigation found
that Rodriguez appeared to be
under the influence of alcohol.
She failed the field sobriety tests
and was placed under arrest.
Rodriguez was released pending
court.
Wednesday, December 21, Tyish
Kelly, 40, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on multiple charges fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on
the 400 block of North Avenue
for driving carelessly. An investi-
gation found that Kelly had a
suspended driver’s license and
did not have insurance. It also
was discovered that Kelly had an
outstanding warrant in the
amount of $500. Kelly posted
bail and was released pending
court.
Friday, December 23, Michael
Carr, 33, of Metuchen was
charged with theft and forgery
after a business owner reported
that he discovered suspicious
activity on his business checking
account where checks were miss-
ing and cashed. The victim felt
that a former employee was re-
sponsible. After receiving the
transaction information from the
banks where the checks were
cashed, it was confirmed that the
former employee, identified as
Carr, did in fact steal the checks
from the business and forged
and cashed them. Complaints
were issued for theft and forgery
and the suspect has a pending
Superior Court appearance.


