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Second Half 2017, June Through November: Westfield Elects First Woman
Mayor; Towns Prepare for Revaluations; Towns Consider Redevelopments

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
HISTORIC WIN...Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle, right, thanks supporters at
Ferraro’s during the celebration on Election Night with Campaign Manager Ben
Nanna. Mayor-elect Brindle will be Westfield’s first female mayor when she takes
office on Monday, January 1, 2018.

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader
THREEPEAT! NORTH 2, GROUP 5 CHAMPS...The Westfield High School
football team and Head Coach Jim DeSarno celebrate after defeating Bridgewater-
Raritan, 20-7, for its third straight North 2, Group 5 Championship at MetLife
Stadium on November 30. The Blue Devils extended their “undefeated” streak to
37 games.

November 9, 2017

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG TRIBUTE…Paying respect to the six Cranford residents who lost their
lives on 9/11, this young child lays a pink rose on the memorial at the township’s
remembrance service. Candles were lit for each person, a bell was rung, and a red,
white and blue wreath was laid in commemoration.

September 14, 2017

JUNE
Westfield

The town council voted to allow
additional free parking downtown by
changing the parking fee hours from
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. to 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday, and add-
ing three express 15-minute parking
spaces, a parklet and another night
owl lot.

Solar panels on the roofs of five
Westfield schools will save the dis-
trict more than $1.5 million over the
next 15 years, the board of education

was told.
Fire Department Lieutenants Louis

Cerchio III, Benjamin Corbin, Aldo
Tammaro and Matthew Pereira were
sworn in by Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
All had been promoted officially to
the position of lieutenant on March 1.

Cranford
Trinity Episcopal Church, located

at 119 Forest Avenue, decided to halt
its application to expand a parking lot
on the premises due to the residential
neighbors who voiced their opposi-
tion to the lot.

Hartz Mountain Industries pro-
posed to increase the township’s popu-
lation by 8 percent, according to its
application to build 905 apartments
at 750 Walnut Avenue. Hartz Moun-
tain wants to rezone the commercial
property to build the apartments, along
with two swimming pools with two
clubhouses.

Garwood
The borough council voted 3-to-2

to hire a new planning firm, Phillips,
Preiss, Grygiel L.L.C, to provide the
redevelopment plan for phase two of
the Russo Development for South
Avenue. Harbor Consultants of Cran-
ford provided the redevelopment plan
for the first phase of the develop-
ment.

The board of education voted 5-to-
4 to reinstate Lincoln School music

teacher Armando Gonzalez.
Mountainside

Mountainside Tax Assessor
Michael Frangello told the borough
council that the Union County Board
of Taxation Notice of Reevaluation
to Mountainside requires the com-
munity to complete its property value
reevaluation by 2020. Mr. Frangello
estimated the cost of the reassess-
ment would likely be $300,000.

Scotch Plains
Township Manager Al Mirabella

announced the retirements of Public

Works Director Joseph Timko, Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski and
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. They have
a combined 80 years of service with
the township.

Mr. Mirabella announced the pro-
motion of John Lestarchick to fire
chief. He also said Carmine Grausso
would fill Mr. Ellis’ title as township
fire official with Kenneth Dannevig
taking over as fire sub-code official.
Ms. Majeski was succeeded by
Theodore Georgiou with Colleen
Huehn becoming the new tax collec-
tor.

Fanwood
Public Works (DPW) Director Clint

Dicksen would oversee the day-to-
day operations of the Township of
Scotch Plains’ DPW in a shared-ser-
vices agreement voted in favor of by
the council, effective July 1 to De-
cember 31, 2017.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
members of the borough council and
planning board, and developer Land-
mark Companies broke ground on
Station Square at Fanwood, the rede-
velopment at 2nd Street and La
Grande Avenue known as the Dean
Oil site. Landmark will invest more
than $10 million to construct the 35-
unit, townhome-style rental project.

Regional
U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)

said at a town hall meeting at Union
County College that New Jersey’s
decision to expand Medicaid under
the Affordable Care Act was one rea-
son that led to his decision to vote
against President Donald Trump’s
recent healthcare legislation. “One of
the reasons I didn’t vote for the recent
healthcare legislation is that it would
eliminate over time that program and
I do not think it should be eliminated
for states that expanded Medicaid,”
he said.

County
The Union County Prosecutor’s

Office on May 24 hosted an aware-
ness forum in Fanwood on confront-
ing the opioid crisis facing the state.

The Freeholder Board and the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony
to celebrate the opening of the new,
78,000-square-foot Union County
Family Courthouse Cherry Street
Annex on May 22.

The Union County Freeholder
Board approved resolutions to enter
into agreements with the Union
County Improvement Authority and
Union County College relative to
construction of an athletic multi-use
field and facilities at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark. Plans include a soccer/la-
crosse field, a track and field facility,
a field house including locker rooms
and additional parking. The total cost
is estimated at $9.8 million.

JULY
Westfield

An appellate court panel upheld
the decision of the trial court judge,
State Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, paving the way for expan-
sion of the Stop & Shop supermarket
on Elm Street in Westfield. The
Westfield Planning Board approved
the application in December of 2013
after a dozen hearings but the case
had been tied up in the courts over a
lawsuit that challenged the expan-
sion.

Work started on an upgrade of the
middle-school auditoriums at Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.
Westfield taxpayers voted to approve
a bond referendum in January 2016
to allow the board of education to
renovate the auditoriums at the middle
schools.

Bruce Kaufmann looked back on
his 16 years at the helm of the town’s
recreation department as he neared
his official retirement in the fall.

Cranford
Residents swarmed the Cranford

Community Center to discuss further
plans to stop the rezoning of the 750
Walnut Avenue property for a 900-
apartment complex. A small,
grassroots organization named Keep
Cranford Quaint, which started on
Facebook, gathered more than 300
people to learn about the master plan
for opposing the development.

Township officials met with New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) representatives
to discuss going forward with con-
structing Phase 2B of the storm drain-
age and flood management improve-
ment projects in the northeast quad-
rant of the flood zone in the township,
which includes the installation of col-
lector storm sewers underground
along Riverside Drive to convey
stormwater runoff to the pump sta-
tion.

The township announced an agree-
ment to sell 215-235 Birchwood Av-
enue for $18.5 million to a developer
to build 225 units. The township pur-
chased the property in 2016 for $18
million from S. Hekemian, who
planned to build a 360-unit apartment
building there.

Garwood
With a 5-to-1 majority vote, the

borough council approved an ordi-
nance solidifying a financial agree-
ment with South Avenue Urban Re-
newal, LLC for the Casale/Petro prop-
erty re-development. The financial
agreement authorizes a long-term tax

exemption Payment In Lieu Of Taxes
(PILOT) program for South Avenue
Urban Renewal, LLC, referred to as
the Russo Development, which plans
to erect 269 units.

The borough council approved an
ordinance expanding residential per-
mit parking and two-hour parking
after Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said commuters accessing the
Garwood Train Station on Center
Street were parking in residential
neighborhoods as they take trains to
New York from the Garwood Train
Station.

Donald Guarriello retired as
Garwood borough engineer after 37
years.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-

F) Board of Education voted to re-
scind the three-year contract of em-
ployment for Superintendent Marga-
ret Hayes, that ran through June 30,
2019 with a salary of $167,000, and
approve a new three-year contract of
employment, effective July 1, 2017
through June 30, 2020, at a salary of
$200,516.

The recreation commission voted
to oversee the kindergarten through
eighth-grade wrestling program.

Nearly 100 downtown business and
property owners and residents at-
tended a 90-minute presentation by
the downtown redevelopment com-
mittee that focused on how afford-
able-housing obligations will mesh
with downtown redevelopment and
what a revived business district might
look like in the next five to 10 years.
Mayor Al Smith said that, ultimately,
1,500 apartment units in total could
be built in the downtown area.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-

ough council voiced mixed feelings
on a proposed plan for rehabbing the
playing field at Terrill Middle School.
The total cost of the project is esti-
mated at $860,000, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said. Fanwood
would be responsible for $172,000 of
the cost with Scotch Plains kicking in
its share, as well as the school board.

The borough council passed a Fair
and Welcoming resolution. Council-
man Jack Molenaar said that given
what is going on nationally, the bor-
ough wanted to assure immigrants
that they will “be safe to talk to our
police” and should not be afraid.

Mountainside
Karen Blumenfield, a Union

County resident, commended the
members of the Mountainside Police
Department and the Rescue Squad
for the quick response and care they
provided her 89-year-old mother, who
was inadvertently sprayed with gaso-
line by an attendant at the BP station
on Route 22 in Mountainside.

County
The Union County Freeholder

Board accepted $2 million from Union
County College to fund a $9.8-mil-
lion multi-use turf athletic field at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

AUGUST
Westfield

The board of health voted unani-
mously to keep Fiamma Wood Fired
Pizza at a conditional rating. Health
Inspector Alison Kasica cited sepa-
rate and recurrent violations.

The town started a “Bestfield
Rocks” initiative in support of the
national kindness initiative. Town
members have been painting, hiding
and sharing rocks all over town to
promote spirit and to show that
Westfield “rocks.”

An early-morning fire on the 1200
block of Prospect Street claimed the
life of 19-year-old Jake Tooley as
well as the family’s puppy, Moo. It
took firefighters two hours to bring
the fire under control. His mother and
brother were able to get out of the
home.

New principals at Jefferson El-
ementary and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate Schools and 35 new teachers were

ready to greet 6,300 students on the
first day of the new school year.

Cranford
Police Chief James Wozniak re-

tired as head of the township’s police
department. Chief Wozniak, who was
advanced to the position of chief on
March 1, 2014, served the Cranford
Police Department for 25 years.

The township committee discussed
creating two ordinances, one pertain-
ing to puppy mills and another per-
taining to tree removal on personal
property. In June, Larry Cohen, county
legislative leader for the Humane
Society, requested the township pass
an ordinance that would ban pet stores
from selling cats or dogs.

The environmental commission and
the flood advisory committee, as well
as residents, protested a proposal to

subdivide 112 Park Drive, the corner
lot at the end of the roadway that is
situated across the street from
Nomahegan pond, in a flood zone.
Two single-family homes were pro-
posed for the site.

The zoning board of adjustment
unanimously voted to approve an
application for the construction of a
Wawa convenience store with fuel
pumps at 500 North Avenue East in
Cranford.

Opening day for the 2017-2018
school year in Cranford saw more
than 3,800 students heading to town-
ship schools. Among those on hand to
greet them were new Superintendent
Scott Rubin and new Walnut Avenue
School Principal Celine McNally.

Garwood
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli pro-

posed that the borough sell the De-
partment of Public Works yard on
South Avenue. The South Avenue lo-
cation stores borough vehicles in a
parking lot with no pavement or struc-
ture protecting the equipment.

MaryAnn Kjetsaa was appointed
to the board of education to replace
Kathleen Patterson, who resigned.

The borough council unanimously
agreed to fill a full-time accounting
and tax clerk position with two part-
time employees. The council pro-
jected that the two employees would
cost the borough $2,000 less in wages
annually at minimum, pending final-
ized benefit agreements.

Scotch Plains
Joseph Rodrigues was sworn in as

the new battalion chief of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department.

Renovation work on the interior of
the Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch
Hills Country Club proceeded on
schedule and was expected to be fin-

ished in the fall, marking the comple-
tion of the historic building’s refur-
bishment.

More than 5,600 students, ranging
from pre-kindergarten to high school,
were to return to classrooms for the
start of the new academic year in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district. The
district also welcomed 30 new teach-
ers, a new director of human re-
sources, new world language super-
visor and new supervisor of fine arts.

Fanwood
An application to install a ham ra-

dio antenna on a rooftop drew objec-
tions from neighbors at a planning
board meeting. The board voted 5 to
3 to approve the application of Will-
iam Malone to install a 31-foot an-
tenna on a home located at 187 King
Street.

Elizabeth Jeffery, president of EJ
Economic Development Advisors
LLC, told Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the borough council that planning is
underway for a residential project for
105 South Avenue, the former site of
the A&P supermarket.

Mountainside
The borough received a grant un-

der the New Jersey Safe Corridor
Program for the portion of Route 22
that runs from Mountainside towards
Newark. The borough’s volunteer fire
department and the senior citizen ser-
vices group also received grants.

The planning board approved des-
ignating two smaller properties adja-
cent to the larger five-acre Barnes
Tract as Areas in Need of Redevelop-
ment, which, pending borough coun-
cil approval, would eventually lead
to the six-plus acres of land being
turned into a housing development,
with a portion designated as afford-
able units. The Barnes Tract fronts on
Mountain Avenue adjacent to the 7-
Eleven.

Regional
Democrats in the state’s 21st Leg-

islative District named Union County
Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
of Springfield to run for State Assem-
bly. He replaced David Barnett of
Springfield, who dropped out of the
race.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

The board of adjustment unani-
mously voted to deny Country Clas-
sic at Montgomery LLC approval to
develop any of the six age-restricted
units proposed at 1481 East Broad
Street, the site of the Pierson-Clark
home that dates to 1755. The 55-and-
over, multi-family development was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Year in Review - June to November

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
BOTH SIDES OF THE BATTLE…Authentically costumed volunteers re-create
the Battle of Short Hills that took place on June 26, 1777 in the area that is now
known as the Plainfield Country Club. History calls this battle a “strategic
American victory” in the Revolutionary War.

June 29, 2017

proposed for two separate buildings,
each containing three residences.

The town council introduced an
ordinance to set aside $700,000 for a
program of revaluation that the Union
County Tax Board ordered the town to
complete by November 2018.

It was revealed at a Westfield Board
of Health meeting that Blende Custom
Makeup Studio was facing scrutiny from
the New Jersey Board of Cosmetology
and Hairstyling and Westfield health
officers for rendering microblading ser-
vices. The cosmetology board catego-
rizes microblading as a permanent tat-
too.

The school district is planning to
transition to a new website platform by
September 2018.

Cranford
Emanuel Nimrud withdrew his ap-

plication before the board of adjust-
ment to build four apartments at 496
Centennial Avenue, at the corner of
Cranford Terrace.

Hartz Mountain said its analysis
showed that 130 school children would
be enrolled in the Cranford public
schools should it develop the 30-acre
parcel of land for its proposed 905-
apartment complex.

Garwood
The planning board approved a reso-

lution reverting back to the board’s
approval several years ago of a nine-
townhouse development on Fourth
Avenue and Walnut Street. The prop-
erty, known as the Hidi property, has
been the subject of litigation for the past
three years after the board initially voted
to approve the multi-family develop-
ment in a single-family neighborhood.

The borough council introduced an
ordinance designating the Garwood
Mall an overlay zone for possible af-
fordable-housing development. Under
court-imposed affordable-housing mea-
sures, Garwood is responsible for addi-
tional affordable units to be zoned for
future development.

Scotch Plains
Superintendent Margaret Hayes told

the board of education that opening-
day student enrollment for the district
“has remained pretty consistent over
the past few years,” noting that last
year’s total enrollment equaled 5,577
and as of September 18, 2017, the
district total enrollment equaled 5,586.

The township recreation commis-
sion said it would consider a proposal
to establish an ice-skating rink through
a lease arrangement with Union Sports
Arena. The rink would benefit hockey
teams and instructional play while pos-
sibly being available for use by recre-

ational skaters.
Fanwood

Patrick Cole, an engineer with H2M
Associates, Inc., said the firm inspected
about 700 manholes that are owned by
the borough. “The manholes are in
fairly good shape,” he said. The chal-
lenges of the borough’s sanitary sewer
system is that it is aging, and it is at the
end of its life span, which is typically 75
years, he said.

The borough council entered into a
shared-service agreement with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) and the Township of
Scotch Plains for the municipal gar-
bage disposal on public property. The
three entities accepted the proposal sub-
mitted by the Plainfield Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (PMUA)1.

Mountainside
After hearing lengthy testimony from

several dozen concerned residents, the
borough council voted not to designate
Lot 17 as an “Area in Need of Redevel-
opment,” thus deciding not to include it
in the high-density, 30-unit housing plan
for the section of Mountain Avenue
known as the Barnes Tract.

County
Acting Union County Prosecutor

Grace H. Park submitted her resigna-
tion after more than four years with the
county. She was hired as deputy general
counsel and chief litigation counsel for
Public Service Enterprise Group, Inc.
(PSEG).

The Union County Freeholder Board
passed a resolution consenting to the
guaranty of bonds for the controversial
$59-million Mind and Body Complex
in Roselle.

Region
Local communities stepped up ef-

forts to raise funds and collect dona-
tions to aid the victims of Hurricane
Harvey in Texas and Louisiana.

Shoppers said good-bye to the Sears
Roebuck store on Route 22 in Watchung,
which closed after 52 years.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The Westfield Board of
Education’s Community Relations
Coordinator, Lorre Korecky, an-
nounced her retirement after 22 years
as a liaison between schools and the
community, effective at the end of
December.

The recreation commission heard
a request from the Westfield Base-
ball League to replace the outfield
fences at Gumbert Park with por-
table fences that can be taken down
during the off season. The commis-
sion also received a request from the
Jersey Off Road Biking Association
(JORBA) to adopt biking trails at
Tamaques Park. Jamie Meiselman
of JORBA said the group would like
to create a family-friendly mountain
bike area in Westfield.

The board of education was told
that improvements to Kehler Sta-
dium will see the facility out of use
for at least three months in the spring
and summer next year. Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan said the
turf field, the athletic track and the
metal bleachers would be replaced
and many other parts of the stadium
upgraded, including the bathrooms.

The board of adjustment approved
the use of a retail space at 212 Lenox
Avenue for the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC) offices.

A lawsuit filed by the owners of the
infamous “Watcher House” on the Bou-
levard in Westfield was dismissed by a
state Superior Court judge. Maria and
Derek Broaddus, the new owners of the
house, claimed former owners, John
and Andrea Woods, intentionally hid
from them the letter they received from
“The Watcher” out of fear they would
lose the house sale.

The town council introduced an or-
dinance to amend the town’s snow-
removal policy to allow for alternate
side of the street parking in certain
areas where there is limited off-street
parking.

Cranford
Ryan Greco, a 19-year veteran of the

police department, was sworn in as the
new chief. It also was announced that
Township Clerk Tara Rowley was leav-
ing her post after 17 years with the
municipal government, the last 11 as
clerk. She confirmed that she would be
the new town clerk in Westfield.

Garwood
The planning board adopted the

housing element and fair share plan
as part of Garwood’s master plan.
The review designates the Garwood
Mall, a strip mall on South Avenue, as
an overlay zone for the borough’s
affordable-housing obligations
should the property become avail-
able in the future for development.
The total affordable units the bor-
ough must zone for has been reduced
from 213 to 45.

The board of education terminated
employee participation in the State
Health Benefits Program and ap-
proved an agreement with
AmeriHealth/Trust for employee
medical and prescription drug plans
commencing in January. Garwood
Education Association representa-
tives said the teachers union had not
been given sufficient notice that their

benefits options were changing.
Scotch Plains

At a town hall meeting at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, Mayor
Alexander Smith said redevelopment
efforts will hopefully start in the first
half of 2018, with the focus being on
some of the township-owned proper-
ties. He expects about 3,000 new over-
all housing units to be built in Scotch
Plains over the next eight or so years,
with half of those to be built on the south
side of town and at the site of the
Bowcraft Amusement Park, and the
remainder in the downtown area.

The township council passed an or-
dinance that makes adjustments to the
township’s Length of Service Awards
Program (LOSAP) for fire department
and rescue squad volunteers. The pro-
gram, established in Scotch Plains 16
years ago to provide some income in-
centives to emergency responder vol-
unteers, previously tied to a percentage
of calls responded to by volunteers. It
will now tie to a set number of calls.

Matt Mercurio resigned as Scotch
Plains recreation director, a position he
had held for a year, to assume the
recreation director position in his home-
town of Old Bridge.

Fanwood
An Elizabethtown Gas Company rep-

resentative told Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council that the next
phase for replacing gas mains in the
borough will be to replace mains and
move gas meters to the outside of
Elizabethtown Gas customers’ homes
in the northeast corner of the borough.

County
The Freeholder Board held a

groundbreaking for the new $8.9-mil-
lion, 21,000-square-foot Ash Brook
Golf Course Clubhouse in Scotch Plains
that is anticipated to open in September
2018.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

Shelley Brindle was elected the first
female mayor of Westfield, beating out
12-year incumbent Republican Andy
Skibitsky. Democrats also swept all
four wards for the first time in Westfield
history as Linda Habgood in Ward 1,
Michael Dardia in Ward 2, David Con-
tract in Ward 3 and Dawn Mackey in
Ward 4 won council seats.

Incumbent Peggy Oster, along with
newcomers Lynn Benner and Kent Dia-
mond, beat out Anthony Marotta and
Simon Cirasa to fill the three available
seats on the board of education.

A settlement agreement for the third
round Mount Laurel affordable-hous-
ing obligation specifies the town’s real-
istic development potential is 62 units,
according to the amended order signed
by Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy,
the Union County assignment judge.

A board of education survey sought
the opinion of townspeople on whether
Westfield should provide full-day kin-
dergarten. The program would cost an
additional $290 a year per household.

Town Clerk Claire Gray was given a
proclamation during her last town coun-
cil meeting by Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
She served as town clerk since 2005.

Cranford
Democrats expanded their control of

the township committee, winning both
seats that were up for grabs, including
one held by a Republican. Deputy
Mayor Patrick Giblin will be joined on
the committee by first-time candidate
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve as they de-
feated Republicans Andis Kalnins, an
incumbent, and Richard Buontempo.

Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa Carbone and
Kristen Mallon were reelected to the
board of education.

Once an office use, 215-235
Birchwood Avenue is planned to be-
come a residential use with three, four-
story apartment buildings, according to
a redevelopment plan introduced on
first reading by the township commit-
tee. The redevelopment would include
multi-family residential development
consisting of 225 apartments, 34 of
which are affordable, and spread
amongst three separate buildings.

Garwood
Council President Sara Todisco, a

Democrat, and Richard McCormack, a
Republican, were the winners in the
borough council election. Democrat
Russ Graham finished in third place
followed by Republican Michael
Collings. After provisional and mail-in
votes were calculated, Mr.
McCormack’s margin of victory over

Mr. Graham was six votes.
Planning board members provided

critical commentary after reviewing the
South Avenue redevelopment plan or-
dinance which calls for the property to
be designated for 52 stacked town
homes. “The plan is purely for the
applicant (Russo Development). Russo
can do better than this. I don’t see how
the borough is benefiting from this plan,”
said planning board member Bill
Nierstedt.

Albert Del Conte was elected as a
new member to the Garwood Board of
Education along with incumbent board
members Linda Koenig and Christine
Guerriero. Board member Mary Ann
Kjetsaa was elected after running un-
opposed for a one-year term.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith said results

of a just-completed survey on down-
town redevelopment from 1,290 people
— nearly all of whom are Scotch Plains
residents, business owners and prop-
erty owners — found that 86 percent
believed that the downtown business
district needs redevelopment.

Evan Murray and Cynthia Clancy,
both of Scotch Plains, were unopposed
in their reelection bids to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

The board of education recognized
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer
Association on reaching its 40th anni-
versary.

The planning board gave unanimous
approval to a minor subdivision of a
property currently owned by the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church. The building
was previously used by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA for day-care pro-
grams. The property will be subdivided
for three homes facing Union Street.

Fanwood
Councilman Russell Huegel was re-

elected to a fourth term, while running
mate Anthony Carter was elected to his
inaugural three-year term on the gov-
erning body over the sole Republican
candidate, Brian Walter.

Write-in candidate Amy Boroff re-
ceived 300 votes to win a seat on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, replacing Jeanne Cleary, who
did not run for another term.

Mountainside
Borough residents voted to return

Republicans Deanna Andre and Keith
Turner to the borough council over
Democrats Carlos Gomez and Lauren
Cook. Additionally, incumbent Dante
Gioia and Dana Guidicipietro were
elected to the two open seats on the
Mountainside Board of Education. They
were unopposed.

Dozens of residents asked the bor-
ough council for clarity and additional
information regarding the possible in-
stallation of soccer fields and play-
ground equipment at the Beechwood
School. Mayor Paul Mirabelli explained
that the 2017 Union County Kids Rec-
reation Trust Fund grant application
was for a total of $90,000 for a potential
soccer field. The county, though, only
provided $50,000 of the amount re-
quested.

Region
In a landslide, voters elected Demo-

crat Phil Murphy as New Jersey’s next
governor over Lieutenant Governor
Kim Guadagno in the race to succeed
Chris Christie. Locally, Republican state
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. defeated Demo-
crat Jill Lazare, while Republican As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick was reelected
and his running mate, Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz, edged Lacey
Rzeszowski. Bruce Bergen, the current
chairman of the Union County Free-
holder board, finished fourth. In Dis-
trict 22, Senator Nick Scutari and As-
semblymen Jerry Green and James
Kennedy, all Democrats, defeated GOP
Senate candidate Joseph Bonilla and
GOP Assembly candidates John
Quattrocchi and Richard Fortunato, and
two independent Assembly candidates.

County
Democrat Peter Corvelli, with 66

percent of the vote, defeated Republi-
can Marc Krauss (34 percent) to suc-
ceed Joe Cryan as county sheriff. Mr.
Cryan was elected to replace retiring
state Senator Ray Lesniak in the 20th
Legislative District.

Freeholder incumbents Chris Hudak
and Angel Estrada and their running
mate, Hillside Mayor Angela Garri-
son, all Democrats, defeated Repub-
licans Pat Quattrocchi, Peter Lijoi
and Mark Martini.

Council Adopts Ordinance
For 73-Unit Apt. Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil adopted an ordinance on second
reading for the South Avenue II rede-
velopment plan at Tuesday night’s
meeting. The plan proposes 73 rental
units. The council, while cognizant of
a court-ordered timeline, has acknowl-
edged the planning board will further
seek borough resident interests dur-
ing the site-plan review.

“I will not support this,” said Coun-
cilman Joseph Sarno.

Mr. Sarno said a more detailed
overview was not presented to the
council before governing body mem-
bers weighed whether to approve a
52 for-sale townhome redevelopment
plan or the approved redevelopment
plan for 73 rental units for the prop-
erty which also is known as the Casale/
Petro site.

Mr. Sarno held a binder providing
an apparent detailed South Avenue I
redevelopment plan overview, which
will include one building with 298
apartment units and 19,366 square
feet of retail space. Mr. Sarno said
“for whatever reasons” a detailed
overview was not provided for South
Avenue II before decisions were
made.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the court-ordered affordable-housing
timeline exposing the borough to
builder’s remedy lawsuits creates an
“imperative to not roll the dice” by
challenging the timeline.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said she acknowledged
resident feedback being more in fa-
vor of the rental unit option, thus she
supports the ordinance.

Ms. Blumenstock said she was more
comfortable with the lesser three-bed-
room count proposed for the rental
unit redevelopment option versus
three times the three-bedroom count
in the stacked townhome option. Ms.
Blumenstock said three-bedroom lay-
outs promote more school-aged chil-
dren, possibly burdening borough re-
sources such as the school district.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco said
it is important to note Russo Devel-
opment, the developer of both the
South Avenue I and II redevelopment
projects, offers a for-sale redevelop-
ment option, reduces the three-bed-
room count, and provides more mu-
nicipal parking when asked again by
borough leaders.

Both redevelopment options for
South Avenue II were presented to
the public at a town-hall formatted
meeting held at Lincoln School on
December 5. Russo Development’s
Ed Russo responded to questions and
concerns the public had on either
redevelopment plan.

Borough redevelopment attorney
William Northgrave said he does not
expect borough financial advisors to
find Russo Development making an
“undeniably high” profit after con-
ducting more comprehensive finan-
cial models on the development.

Both Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
and Councilman Sarno voted against
the South Avenue II redevelopment
ordinance. The planning board is re-
fining an ordinance to de-incentive
future developers from constructing
less than seven units, stated planning
board member Bill Nierstedt. The
affordable-housing guidelines suggest
affordable units are mandated for con-
struction when more than seven units

are developed, Mr. Nierstedt said.
Mr. Nierstedt said the ordinance

will require developers to provide
financial compensation at an unde-
fined compensation rate to a borough
affordable-housing trust fund even if
less than seven units are constructed.
Mr. Nierstedt also said the ordinance
will stop legal loopholes such as LLC
changes denying developers afford-
able-housing requirement responsi-
bility.

The borough would still be respon-
sible for its court-mandated fair-share
affordable number for new develop-
ment, while borough resources would
be drained by unaccounted develop-
ers, Mr. Nierstedt added.

In other business, Councilwoman
Blumenstock said any residents who
experience heating problems can take
refuge in Borough Hall to alleviate
exposure to cold temperatures during
daytime or nighttime, as the building
is a warming station.

Mayor Charles Lombardo pro-
moted Allen Tweedle to fire chief.
Mr. Tweedle has served on the
borough’s volunteer fire squad for
more than 20 years.

“Be prepared,” said Mr. Tweedle,
offering two words of advice to fel-
low firefighters.

John Scalzadonna will serve as as-
sistant chief while Lenny Spina was
promoted to the rank of fire official.

Pat DiFabio is still Garwood’s long-
est-serving firefighter. He has been
serving the borough for over 68 years.
Mr. DiFabio started his tenure in 1950,
holding the title as longest-serving
firefighter in the entire county. Mr.
DiFabio is still an active volunteer at
age 90.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli par-
ticipated in his last council meeting.

“Councilman Petruzzelli has dili-
gently served Garwood for nine years,
and I want to express my deepest
gratitude (to him),” Mayor Lombardo
said.

Mr. Petruzzelli will continue as a
volunteer firefighter with the borough.

“When Garwood needed someone
to act like a project manager of the
recreation complex construction
project, it was Lou that spent count-
less hours on the phone or at meetings
with contractors,” Councilwoman
Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said being a council
member can be a thankless job, one
where individuals often get attacked
personally while trying to altruisti-
cally serve their community.
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Second Half 2017, June Through November: Westfield Elects First Woman
Mayor; Towns Prepare for Revaluations; Towns Consider Redevelopments

JUNE
Westfield

The town council voted to allow
additional free parking downtown by
changing the parking fee hours from
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. to 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday, and add-
ing three express 15-minute parking
spaces, a parklet and another night
owl lot.

Solar panels on the roofs of five
Westfield schools will save the dis-
trict more than $1.5 million over the
next 15 years, the board of education
was told.

Fire Department Lieutenants Louis
Cerchio III, Benjamin Corbin, Aldo

Tammaro and Matthew Pereira were
sworn in by Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
All had been promoted officially to
the position of lieutenant on March 1.

Cranford
Trinity Episcopal Church, located

at 119 Forest Avenue, decided to halt
its application to expand a parking lot
on the premises due to the residential
neighbors who voiced their opposi-
tion to the lot.

Hartz Mountain Industries pro-
posed to increase the township’s popu-
lation by 8 percent, according to its
application to build 905 apartments
at 750 Walnut Avenue. Hartz Moun-
tain wants to rezone the commercial
property to build the apartments, along
with two swimming pools with two
clubhouses.

Garwood
The borough council voted 3-to-2

to hire a new planning firm, Phillips,
Preiss, Grygiel L.L.C, to provide the
redevelopment plan for phase two of
the Russo Development for South
Avenue. Harbor Consultants of Cran-
ford provided the redevelopment plan
for the first phase of the develop-
ment.

The board of education voted 5-to-
4 to reinstate Lincoln School music
teacher Armando Gonzalez.

Mountainside
Mountainside Tax Assessor

Michael Frangello told the borough
council that the Union County Board
of Taxation Notice of Reevaluation
to Mountainside requires the com-
munity to complete its property value
reevaluation by 2020. Mr. Frangello
estimated the cost of the reassess-
ment would likely be $300,000.

Scotch Plains
Township Manager Al Mirabella

announced the retirements of Public
Works Director Joseph Timko, Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski and
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis. They have
a combined 80 years of service with
the township.

Mr. Mirabella announced the pro-

motion of John Lestarchick to fire
chief. He also said Carmine Grausso
would fill Mr. Ellis’ title as township
fire official with Kenneth Dannevig
taking over as fire sub-code official.
Ms. Majeski was succeeded by
Theodore Georgiou with Colleen
Huehn becoming the new tax collec-
tor.

Fanwood
Public Works (DPW) Director Clint

Dicksen would oversee the day-to-
day operations of the Township of
Scotch Plains’ DPW in a shared-ser-
vices agreement voted in favor of by
the council, effective July 1 to De-
cember 31, 2017.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
members of the borough council and
planning board, and developer Land-
mark Companies broke ground on
Station Square at Fanwood, the rede-
velopment at 2nd Street and La
Grande Avenue known as the Dean
Oil site. Landmark will invest more
than $10 million to construct the 35-
unit, townhome-style rental project.

Regional
U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)

said at a town hall meeting at Union
County College that New Jersey’s
decision to expand Medicaid under
the Affordable Care Act was one rea-
son that led to his decision to vote
against President Donald Trump’s

recent healthcare legislation. “One of
the reasons I didn’t vote for the recent
healthcare legislation is that it would
eliminate over time that program and
I do not think it should be eliminated
for states that expanded Medicaid,”
he said.

County
The Union County Prosecutor’s

Office on May 24 hosted an aware-
ness forum in Fanwood on confront-
ing the opioid crisis facing the state.

The Freeholder Board and the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony
to celebrate the opening of the new,
78,000-square-foot Union County
Family Courthouse Cherry Street
Annex on May 22.

The Union County Freeholder
Board approved resolutions to enter
into agreements with the Union
County Improvement Authority and
Union County College relative to
construction of an athletic multi-use
field and facilities at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark. Plans include a soccer/la-
crosse field, a track and field facility,
a field house including locker rooms
and additional parking. The total cost
is estimated at $9.8 million.

JULY
Westfield

An appellate court panel upheld
the decision of the trial court judge,
State Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, paving the way for expan-
sion of the Stop & Shop supermarket
on Elm Street in Westfield. The
Westfield Planning Board approved
the application in December of 2013
after a dozen hearings but the case
had been tied up in the courts over a
lawsuit that challenged the expan-
sion.

Work started on an upgrade of the
middle-school auditoriums at Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.
Westfield taxpayers voted to approve
a bond referendum in January 2016
to allow the board of education to
renovate the auditoriums at the middle
schools.

Bruce Kaufmann looked back on
his 16 years at the helm of the town’s
recreation department as he neared
his official retirement in the fall.

Cranford
Residents swarmed the Cranford

Community Center to discuss further
plans to stop the rezoning of the 750
Walnut Avenue property for a 900-
apartment complex. A small,
grassroots organization named Keep
Cranford Quaint, which started on
Facebook, gathered more than 300
people to learn about the master plan
for opposing the development.

Township officials met with New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) representatives
to discuss going forward with con-
structing Phase 2B of the storm drain-
age and flood management improve-
ment projects in the northeast quad-
rant of the flood zone in the township,
which includes the installation of col-
lector storm sewers underground
along Riverside Drive to convey
stormwater runoff to the pump sta-
tion.

The township announced an agree-
ment to sell 215-235 Birchwood Av-
enue for $18.5 million to a developer
to build 225 units. The township pur-
chased the property in 2016 for $18
million from S. Hekemian, who
planned to build a 360-unit apartment
building there.

Garwood
With a 5-to-1 majority vote, the

borough council approved an ordi-
nance solidifying a financial agree-
ment with South Avenue Urban Re-
newal, LLC for the Casale/Petro prop-
erty re-development. The financial
agreement authorizes a long-term tax
exemption Payment In Lieu Of Taxes
(PILOT) program for South Avenue
Urban Renewal, LLC, referred to as
the Russo Development, which plans
to erect 269 units.

The borough council approved an

ordinance expanding residential per-
mit parking and two-hour parking
after Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro
said commuters accessing the
Garwood Train Station on Center
Street were parking in residential
neighborhoods as they take trains to
New York from the Garwood Train
Station.

Donald Guarriello retired as
Garwood borough engineer after 37
years.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-

F) Board of Education voted to re-
scind the three-year contract of em-
ployment for Superintendent Marga-
ret Hayes, that ran through June 30,
2019 with a salary of $167,000, and
approve a new three-year contract of
employment, effective July 1, 2017
through June 30, 2020, at a salary of
$200,516.

The recreation commission voted
to oversee the kindergarten through
eighth-grade wrestling program.

Nearly 100 downtown business and
property owners and residents at-
tended a 90-minute presentation by
the downtown redevelopment com-
mittee that focused on how afford-
able-housing obligations will mesh
with downtown redevelopment and
what a revived business district might
look like in the next five to 10 years.
Mayor Al Smith said that, ultimately,
1,500 apartment units in total could
be built in the downtown area.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-

ough council voiced mixed feelings
on a proposed plan for rehabbing the
playing field at Terrill Middle School.
The total cost of the project is esti-
mated at $860,000, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern said. Fanwood
would be responsible for $172,000 of
the cost with Scotch Plains kicking in
its share, as well as the school board.

The borough council passed a Fair
and Welcoming resolution. Council-
man Jack Molenaar said that given
what is going on nationally, the bor-
ough wanted to assure immigrants
that they will “be safe to talk to our
police” and should not be afraid.

Mountainside
Karen Blumenfield, a Union

County resident, commended the
members of the Mountainside Police
Department and the Rescue Squad
for the quick response and care they
provided her 89-year-old mother, who
was inadvertently sprayed with gaso-
line by an attendant at the BP station
on Route 22 in Mountainside.

County
The Union County Freeholder

Board accepted $2 million from Union
County College to fund a $9.8-mil-
lion multi-use turf athletic field at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

AUGUST
Westfield

The board of health voted unani-
mously to keep Fiamma Wood Fired
Pizza at a conditional rating. Health
Inspector Alison Kasica cited sepa-
rate and recurrent violations.

The town started a “Bestfield
Rocks” initiative in support of the
national kindness initiative. Town
members have been painting, hiding
and sharing rocks all over town to
promote spirit and to show that
Westfield “rocks.”

An early-morning fire on the 1200
block of Prospect Street claimed the
life of 19-year-old Jake Tooley as
well as the family’s puppy, Moo. It
took firefighters two hours to bring
the fire under control. His mother and
brother were able to get out of the
home.

New principals at Jefferson El-
ementary and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate Schools and 35 new teachers were
ready to greet 6,300 students on the
first day of the new school year.

Cranford
Police Chief James Wozniak re-

tired as head of the township’s police
department. Chief Wozniak, who was

advanced to the position of chief on
March 1, 2014, served the Cranford
Police Department for 25 years.

The township committee discussed
creating two ordinances, one pertain-
ing to puppy mills and another per-
taining to tree removal on personal
property. In June, Larry Cohen, county
legislative leader for the Humane
Society, requested the township pass
an ordinance that would ban pet stores
from selling cats or dogs.

The environmental commission and
the flood advisory committee, as well
as residents, protested a proposal to
subdivide 112 Park Drive, the corner
lot at the end of the roadway that is
situated across the street from
Nomahegan pond, in a flood zone.
Two single-family homes were pro-
posed for the site.

The zoning board of adjustment
unanimously voted to approve an
application for the construction of a
Wawa convenience store with fuel
pumps at 500 North Avenue East in
Cranford.

Opening day for the 2017-2018
school year in Cranford saw more
than 3,800 students heading to town-
ship schools. Among those on hand to
greet them were new Superintendent
Scott Rubin and new Walnut Avenue
School Principal Celine McNally.

Garwood
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli pro-

posed that the borough sell the De-
partment of Public Works yard on
South Avenue. The South Avenue lo-
cation stores borough vehicles in a
parking lot with no pavement or struc-
ture protecting the equipment.

MaryAnn Kjetsaa was appointed
to the board of education to replace
Kathleen Patterson, who resigned.

The borough council unanimously
agreed to fill a full-time accounting
and tax clerk position with two part-
time employees. The council pro-
jected that the two employees would
cost the borough $2,000 less in wages
annually at minimum, pending final-
ized benefit agreements.

Scotch Plains
Joseph Rodrigues was sworn in as

the new battalion chief of the Scotch
Plains Fire Department.

Renovation work on the interior of
the Shady Rest clubhouse at Scotch
Hills Country Club proceeded on
schedule and was expected to be fin-
ished in the fall, marking the comple-
tion of the historic building’s refur-
bishment.

More than 5,600 students, ranging
from pre-kindergarten to high school,
were to return to classrooms for the
start of the new academic year in the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood district. The
district also welcomed 30 new teach-
ers, a new director of human re-
sources, new world language super-
visor and new supervisor of fine arts.

Fanwood
An application to install a ham ra-

dio antenna on a rooftop drew objec-
tions from neighbors at a planning
board meeting. The board voted 5 to
3 to approve the application of Will-
iam Malone to install a 31-foot an-
tenna on a home located at 187 King
Street.

Elizabeth Jeffery, president of EJ
Economic Development Advisors
LLC, told Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the borough council that planning is
underway for a residential project for
105 South Avenue, the former site of
the A&P supermarket.

Mountainside
The borough received a grant un-

der the New Jersey Safe Corridor
Program for the portion of Route 22
that runs from Mountainside towards
Newark. The borough’s volunteer fire
department and the senior citizen ser-
vices group also received grants.

The planning board approved des-
ignating two smaller properties adja-
cent to the larger five-acre Barnes
Tract as Areas in Need of Redevelop-
ment, which, pending borough coun-
cil approval, would eventually lead
to the six-plus acres of land being
turned into a housing development,
with a portion designated as afford-
able units. The Barnes Tract fronts on
Mountain Avenue adjacent to the 7-
Eleven.

Regional
Democrats in the state’s 21st Leg-

islative District named Union County
Freeholder Chairman Bruce Bergen
of Springfield to run for State Assem-
bly. He replaced David Barnett of
Springfield, who dropped out of the
race.

SEPTEMBER
Westfield

The board of adjustment unani-
mously voted to deny Country Clas-
sic at Montgomery LLC approval to
develop any of the six age-restricted
units proposed at 1481 East Broad
Street, the site of the Pierson-Clark
home that dates to 1755. The 55-and-
over, multi-family development was
proposed for two separate buildings,
each containing three residences.

The town council introduced an
ordinance to set aside $700,000 for a
program of revaluation that the Union
County Tax Board ordered the town
to complete by November 2018.

It was revealed at a Westfield Board

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
END OF SUMMER TRADITION...The St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festi-
val in Scotch Plains draws a crowd for the annual end of summer tradition.

September 7, 2017

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
CELEBRATION...Fanwood Democrats celebrate their election win on Election
Day. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman Tom Kranz, Councilwoman
Erin McElroy Barker, and Councilman Kevin Boris (in back), Board of Educa-
tion-elect member Amy Boroff, Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman Jack Molenaar,
Councilman-Elect Anthony Carter, Councilman Russ Huegel and Councilwoman
Kathy Mitchell.

November 9, 2017

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FUTURE OF SCOTCH PLAINS...Residents, business and property owners
met with members of the downtown redevelopment committee in July at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School to discuss downtown development efforts.

June 29, 2017
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of Health meeting that Blende Custom
Makeup Studio was facing scrutiny
from the New Jersey Board of Cosme-
tology and Hairstyling and Westfield
health officers for rendering
microblading services. The cosmetol-
ogy board categorizes microblading
as a permanent tattoo.

The school district is planning to
transition to a new website platform
by September 2018.

Cranford
Emanuel Nimrud withdrew his ap-

plication before the board of ad-
justment to build four apartments at
496 Centennial Avenue, at the cor-
ner of Cranford Terrace.

Hartz Mountain said its analysis
showed that 130 school children
would be enrolled in the Cranford
public schools should it develop the
30-acre parcel of land for its pro-
posed 905-apartment complex.

Garwood
The planning board approved a

resolution reverting back to the
board’s approval several years ago
of a nine-townhouse development
on Fourth Avenue and Walnut Street.
The property, known as the Hidi
property, has been the subject of
litigation for the past three years
after the board initially voted to ap-
prove the multi-family development
in a single-family neighborhood.

The borough council introduced
an ordinance designating the
Garwood Mall an overlay zone for
possible affordable-housing devel-
opment. Under court-imposed af-
fordable-housing measures,
Garwood is responsible for addi-
tional affordable units to be zoned
for future development.

Scotch Plains
Superintendent Margaret Hayes

told the board of education that
opening-day student enrollment for
the district “has remained pretty con-
sistent over the past few years,”
noting that last year’s total enroll-
ment equaled 5,577 and as of Sep-
tember 18, 2017, the district total
enrollment equaled 5,586.

The township recreation commis-
sion said it would consider a pro-
posal to establish an ice-skating rink
through a lease arrangement with
Union Sports Arena. The rink would
benefit hockey teams and instruc-
tional play while possibly being
available for use by recreational
skaters.

Fanwood
Patrick Cole, an engineer with H2M

Associates, Inc., said the firm inspected
about 700 manholes that are owned by
the borough. “The manholes are in
fairly good shape,” he said. The chal-
lenges of the borough’s sanitary sewer
system is that it is aging, and it is at the
end of its life span, which is typically
75 years, he said.

The borough council entered into a
shared-service agreement with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) and the Township of
Scotch Plains for the municipal gar-
bage disposal on public property. The
three entities accepted the proposal
submitted by the Plainfield Municipal
Utilities Authority (PMUA)1.

Mountainside
After hearing lengthy testimony

from several dozen concerned resi-
dents, the borough council voted
not to designate Lot 17 as an “Area
in Need of Redevelopment,” thus
deciding not to include it in the
high-density, 30-unit housing plan
for the section of Mountain Avenue
known as the Barnes Tract.

County
Acting Union County Prosecutor

Grace H. Park submitted her resig-
nation after more than four years
with the county. She was hired as
deputy general counsel and chief
litigation counsel for Public Ser-
vice Enterprise Group, Inc. (PSEG).

The Union County Freeholder
Board passed a resolution consent-
ing to the guaranty of bonds for the
controversial $59-million Mind and
Body Complex in Roselle.

Region
Local communities stepped up ef-

forts to raise funds and collect do-
nations to aid the victims of Hurri-
cane Harvey in Texas and Louisi-
ana.

Shoppers said good-bye to the
Sears Roebuck store on Route 22 in

Watchung, which closed after 52
years.

OCTOBER
Westfield

The Westfield Board of
Education’s Community Relations
Coordinator, Lorre Korecky, an-
nounced her retirement after 22
years as a liaison between schools
and the community, effective at the
end of December.

The recreation commission heard
a request from the Westfield Base-
ball League to replace the outfield
fences at Gumbert Park with por-
table fences that can be taken down
during the off season. The commis-
sion also received a request from
the Jersey Off Road Biking Asso-
ciation (JORBA) to adopt biking
trails at Tamaques Park. Jamie
Meiselman of JORBA said the group
would like to create a family-
friendly mountain bike area in
Westfield.

The board of education was told
that improvements to Kehler Sta-
dium will see the facility out of use
for at least three months in the spring
and summer next year. Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan said
the turf field, the athletic track and
the metal bleachers would be re-
placed and many other parts of the
stadium upgraded, including the
bathrooms.

The board of adjustment approved
the use of a retail space at 212
Lenox Avenue for the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) offices.

A lawsuit filed by the owners of
the infamous “Watcher House” on
the Boulevard in Westfield was dis-
missed by a state Superior Court
judge. Maria and Derek Broaddus,
the new owners of the house,
claimed former owners, John and
Andrea Woods, intentionally hid
from them the letter they received
from “The Watcher” out of fear they
would lose the house sale.

The town council introduced an
ordinance to amend the town’s
snow-removal policy to allow for
alternate side of the street parking
in certain areas where there is lim-
ited off-street parking.

Cranford
Ryan Greco, a 19-year veteran of

the police department, was sworn in
as the new chief. It also was an-
nounced that Township Clerk Tara
Rowley was leaving her post after
17 years with the municipal govern-
ment, the last 11 as clerk. She con-
firmed that she would be the new
town clerk in Westfield.

Garwood
The planning board adopted the

housing element and fair share plan
as part of Garwood’s master plan.
The review designates the Garwood
Mall, a strip mall on South Avenue,
as an overlay zone for the borough’s
affordable-housing obligations
should the property become avail-
able in the future for development.
The total affordable units the bor-
ough must zone for has been re-
duced from 213 to 45.

The board of education terminated
employee participation in the State
Health Benefits Program and ap-
proved an agreement with
AmeriHealth/Trust for employee
medical and prescription drug plans
commencing in January. Garwood
Education Association representa-
tives said the teachers union had not
been given sufficient notice that their
benefits options were changing.

Scotch Plains
At a town hall meeting at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School,
Mayor Alexander Smith said rede-
velopment efforts will hopefully
start in the first half of 2018, with
the focus being on some of the town-
ship-owned properties. He expects
about 3,000 new overall housing
units to be built in Scotch Plains
over the next eight or so years, with
half of those to be built on the south
side of town and at the site of the
Bowcraft Amusement Park, and the
remainder in the downtown area.

The township council passed an
ordinance that makes adjustments
to the township’s Length of Service
Awards Program (LOSAP) for fire
department and rescue squad vol-
unteers. The program, established

in Scotch Plains 16 years ago to
provide some income incentives to
emergency responder volunteers,
previously tied to a percentage of
calls responded to by volunteers. It
will now tie to a set number of calls.

Matt Mercurio resigned as Scotch
Plains recreation director, a posi-
tion he had held for a year, to as-
sume the recreation director posi-
tion in his hometown of Old Bridge.

Fanwood
An Elizabethtown Gas Company

representative told Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council that
the next phase for replacing gas
mains in the borough will be to
replace mains and move gas meters
to the outside of Elizabethtown Gas
customers’ homes in the northeast
corner of the borough.

County
The Freeholder Board held a

groundbreaking for the new $8.9-
million, 21,000-square-foot Ash
Brook Golf Course Clubhouse in
Scotch Plains that is anticipated to
open in September 2018.

NOVEMBER
Westfield

Shelley Brindle was elected the
first female mayor of Westfield,
beating out 12-year incumbent Re-
publican Andy Skibitsky. Democrats
also swept all four wards for the
first time in Westfield history as
Linda Habgood in Ward 1, Michael
Dardia in Ward 2, David Contract
in Ward 3 and Dawn Mackey in
Ward 4 won council seats.

Incumbent Peggy Oster, along
with newcomers Lynn Benner and
Kent Diamond, beat out Anthony
Marotta and Simon Cirasa to fill the
three available seats on the board of
education.

A settlement agreement for the
third round Mount Laurel afford-
able-housing obligation specifies
the town’s realistic development po-
tential is 62 units, according to the
amended order signed by Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy, the
Union County assignment judge.

A board of education survey
sought the opinion of townspeople
on whether Westfield should pro-
vide full-day kindergarten. The pro-
gram would cost an additional $290
a year per household.

Town Clerk Claire Gray was given
a proclamation during her last town
council meeting by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky. She served as town clerk
since 2005.

Cranford
Democrats expanded their con-

trol of the township committee, win-
ning both seats that were up for
grabs, including one held by a Re-
publican. Deputy Mayor Patrick
Giblin will be joined on the com-
mittee by first-time candidate Jean-
Albert Maisonneuve as they de-
feated Republicans Andis Kalnins,
an incumbent, and Richard
Buontempo.

Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa Carbone
and Kristen Mallon were reelected
to the board of education.

Once an office use, 215-235
Birchwood Avenue is planned to
become a residential use with three,
four-story apartment buildings, ac-
cording to a redevelopment plan
introduced on first reading by the
township committee. The redevel-
opment would include multi-family
residential development consisting
of 225 apartments, 34 of which are
affordable, and spread amongst
three separate buildings.

Garwood
Council President Sara Todisco,

a Democrat, and Richard
McCormack, a Republican, were
the winners in the borough council
election. Democrat Russ Graham
finished in third place followed by
Republican Michael Collings. Af-
ter provisional and mail-in votes
were calculated, Mr. McCormack’s
margin of victory over Mr. Graham
was six votes.

Planning board members pro-
vided critical commentary after re-
viewing the South Avenue redevel-
opment plan ordinance which calls
for the property to be designated for
52 stacked town homes. “The plan
is purely for the applicant (Russo
Development). Russo can do better
than this. I don’t see how the bor-

ough is benefiting from this plan,”
said planning board member Bill
Nierstedt.

Albert Del Conte was elected as a
new member to the Garwood Board
of Education along with incumbent
board members Linda Koenig and
Christine Guerriero. Board mem-
ber Mary Ann Kjetsaa was elected
after running unopposed for a one-
year term.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Alexander Smith said re-

sults of a just-completed survey on
downtown redevelopment from
1,290 people — nearly all of whom
are Scotch Plains residents, busi-
ness owners and property owners
— found that 86 percent believed
that the downtown business district
needs redevelopment.

Evan Murray and Cynthia Clancy,
both of Scotch Plains, were unop-
posed in their reelection bids to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

The board of education recog-
nized the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Soccer Association on reaching its
40th anniversary.

The planning board gave unani-
mous approval to a minor subdivi-
sion of a property currently owned
by the Scotch Plains Baptist Church.
The building was previously used
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA for day-care programs. The
property will be subdivided for three
homes facing Union Street.

Fanwood
Councilman Russell Huegel was

re-elected to a fourth term, while
running mate Anthony Carter was
elected to his inaugural three-year
term on the governing body over the
sole Republican candidate, Brian
Walter.

Write-in candidate Amy Boroff re-
ceived 300 votes to win a seat on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, replacing Jeanne Cleary,
who did not run for another term.

Mountainside
Borough residents voted to re-

turn Republicans Deanna Andre and
Keith Turner to the borough coun-
cil over Democrats Carlos Gomez
and Lauren Cook. Additionally, in-
cumbent Dante Gioia and Dana
Guidicipietro were elected to the
two open seats on the Mountainside
Board of Education. They were un-
opposed.

Dozens of residents asked the bor-
ough council for clarity and addi-
tional information regarding the pos-
sible installation of soccer fields and
playground equipment at the
Beechwood School. Mayor Paul
Mirabelli explained that the 2017
Union County Kids Recreation Trust
Fund grant application was for a total
of $90,000 for a potential soccer field.
The county, though, only provided
$50,000 of the amount requested.

Region
In a landslide, voters elected

Democrat Phil Murphy as New
Jersey’s next governor over Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Guadagno in
the race to succeed Chris Christie.
Locally, Republican state Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. defeated Democrat
Jill Lazare, while Republican As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick was re-
elected and his running mate, As-
semblywoman Nancy Muñoz, edged
Lacey Rzeszowski. Bruce Bergen,
the current chairman of the Union
County Freeholder board, finished
fourth. In District 22, Senator Nick
Scutari and Assemblymen Jerry
Green and James Kennedy, all
Democrats, defeated GOP Senate
candidate Joseph Bonilla and GOP
Assembly candidates John
Quattrocchi and Richard Fortunato,
and two independent Assembly can-
didates.

County
Democrat Peter Corvelli, with 66

percent of the vote, defeated Repub-
lican Marc Krauss (34 percent) to
succeed Joe Cryan as county sheriff.
Mr. Cryan was elected to replace
retiring state Senator Ray Lesniak in
the 20th Legislative District.

Freeholder incumbents Chris
Hudak and Angel Estrada and their
running mate, Hillside Mayor An-
gela Garrison, all Democrats, de-
feated Republicans Pat Quattrocchi,
Peter Lijoi and Mark Martini.

MAJOR RENOVATIONS UNDERWAY! 
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Year in Review - June to November

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOTH SIDES OF THE BATTLE…Authentically costumed volunteers get ready
to re-create the Battle of Short Hills that took place on June 26, 1777 in the area
that is now known as the Plainfield Country Club. History calls this battle a
“strategic American victory” in the Revolutionary War.

June 29, 2017

Board of Education Says
Goodbye to Jeanne Cleary

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD IS ON THE MAP...Visitors to the Fanwood train station look
through a historic map book during last weekend's Four Centuries in a Weekend
tours around Union County.

October 20, 2017

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After six years
of serving on the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education, Board
Vice-President Jeanne Cleary at-
tended her last meeting Thursday night
as a board member.

Board member Karen Kulikowski,
in reading from a resolution, noted
that not only has Ms. Cleary served as
vice-president of the board but she
has served on and been a very active
member of the Curriculum, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion Board Relations,
Superintendent’s Evaluation and
Grievance Committees. Ms.
Kulikowski thanked Ms. Cleary for
her dedication and hard work given to
the district. All other board members
also thanked Ms. Cleary.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes also thanked Ms. Cleary for
her countless hours serving the com-
munity, and additionally noted that
Ms. Cleary had served for many years
with multiple Parent-Teacher Orga-
nizations. She added that Ms. Cleary
also had served in many different
administrative roles while on those
organizations.

Ms. Cleary thanked her board col-
leagues for their kind words and said
a special thank you to her family for
allowing her the time to give to her
role as a board member. She specifi-
cally thanked her husband, Bob
Cleary, and her son, Ryan Cleary.

In other business, a brief report on
the Strategic Planning Committee

meetings that were held in the fall was
given. Important points from these
meetings included identifying
strengths and weaknesses of the dis-
trict.

Strengths were identified by the
participants, among them district
teachers and administrators, as in-
cluding a strong Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PTA); diversity in the
schools and community; maintaining
a healthy class size, and ongoing pro-
fessional workshops and training for
staff.

Challenges were said to have in-
cluded fiscal constraints; keeping up
with technical improvements; the
implementation of more Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and
Math (STEAM) programs, and at-
tracting a more diverse staff.

Other points from the meetings in-
cluded concentrating on achievements
for the district in all areas of the
curriculum and both in and out of the
classrooms to include the extracur-
ricular activities and identifying the
improvement needs of the school dis-
trict and concentrating on the aspira-
tions and achievements for students
within the district.

The strategic planning process is
updated on a regular basis every few
years.

The next board of education meet-
ing will be held on Thursday, January
4, at 7:30 p.m., in the administration
building at Cedar Street and Ever-
green Avenue in Scotch Plains. It will
be the board’s 2018 reorganization
meeting.
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Jim Lowney/County of Union
VOLUNTEER DAY...County of Union employees took part in County Volunteer
Day on Saturday at the Community FoodBank of New Jersey in Hillside. The
volunteers spent the morning sorting and repacking food and other items for
distribution. They were thanked for their effort by Freeholder Angel G. Estrada,
left, Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados, right, and Deputy County
Manager Amy Wagner, second from left. For more information about the
Community FoodBank of New Jersey, visit cfbnj.org.

Board Passes Pleasant Ave.
Application After Hearings

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
has passed a variance application af-
ter the third hearing, on December
20, for 117 Pleasant Avenue.

The zoning officer had placed a
stop-work order after he realized work
was being performed to the exterior
of the home owned by Stephanie
Mitterhoff without permits, prompt-
ing Ms. Mitterhoff to submit an appli-
cation to the planning board.

After the applicant had made sev-
eral changes to concede to the zoning
requirements during the last planning
board meeting, she came back
Wednesday with the concession to
make the rear fence four feet high,
instead of the current six-foot-high
fence that was built without the per-
mit. The fence is situated atop a re-
taining wall, making the total height
just over seven feet, Zoning Officer
Ray Sullivan said.

The board made conditions of it in
a 5-to-0 approval vote including pro-
viding stormwater management,
maintaining the retaining walls, agree-
ing to a hold harmless agreement for
the retaining wall that is in the bor-
ough right-of-way, removing footings
that are situated on her neighbor’s
property, applying a decorative finish
on the rear retaining wall, providing a
structural stability certificate for the
retaining wall, amending the applica-
tion to include a four-foot fence with
a maximum height of 7.6 feet, and
working with borough professionals
to adhere to these conditions.

The total impervious coverage is
51.9 percent, much of it for a patio
around a pool. The zone allows 35
percent impervious coverage. The
improvements add 1,065 square feet
of additional impervious surface, Mr.
Sullivan said.

The rear-yard neighbor, Vanessa
Hobbs of 16 Montrose Avenue, had
concerns the rear retaining wall is not
sound. She was assured by the board that
the owner would need to provide a pro-
fessional certificate that the wall is sound.

A drainage system also is to be
installed that would aid in preventing
any stormwater from running onto
the neighbor’s property.

Two other applications also were
approved. Austin Berry of 185
Westfield Road was approved to add
a six-foot cedar fence on his corner
lot. Board member David Blechinger
asked if Mr. Berry could add some

shrubbery along the Tillotson Avenue
side of the fence to make it more
appealing. Mr. Berry agreed and added
that there are already some trees there.

Board member Michele Moore
noted that the house is the second-
oldest house in Fanwood. Mr. Berry
confirmed it was built in 1790.

Maurice Avalishvili, owner of 239
South Martine Avenue, was approved
to build a 140-square-foot shed, which
is larger than the allowed 100 square
feet, and granted a variance for im-
pervious coverage. He also will need
a construction permit to build the
shed because it is more than 100
square feet.

“We will remove some of the pav-
ers in the back to relieve some of the
overage,” Mr. Avalishvili said, refer-
ring to a patio.

Coverage of the lot is 41 percent,
which is 6 percent over what is al-
lowed in the zone. The shed would
extend the coverage to almost 44 per-
cent, Mr. Sullivan said.

The board is to meet next on
Wednesday, January 10.

During board discussion, board
member Jack Molenaar, the borough
council representative on the board,
gave an update on some develop-
ments in the borough.

The developer for the property
where Young’s Paint once operated
on South Avenue is planning a three-
story, mixed-use building. Another
property across from Sheelens Cross-
ing is planned to have a four-and-a-
half story, mixed-use building, with
commercial on the ground level, park-
ing behind and residential above.
Also, the former site of the A&P store
on South Avenue remains slated for
commercial and high-end luxury resi-
dential units.

The board may look into a redevel-
opment plan for all of the South Av-
enue corridor, which could help the
development of the A&P site and
with plans K-9 Resorts has to expand
its building, Mr. Molenaar said.

Construction of the Station Square
townhouse development is underway
at 2nd Street and La Grande Avenue,
better known as the former Dean Oil
site. Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said the foundation
work and most of the utility work is
done.

Mr. Molenaar announced that zon-
ing board member Hans Ruhlandt
has passed away. A memorial service
is to be held on Sunday, January 7.

Lincoln Students Recognized;
Watkins Attends Last Meeting

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Thirty-five stu-
dents in fifth through eighth grade
were recognized as Lincoln School
first marking period honor society
members at the December 19
Garwood Board of Education meet-
ing. As their families looked on, each
student was presented with a certifi-
cate while pausing to take an honor-
ary photo with board members.

Certified public accountant Steven
J. McDermott of Suplee Clooney and
Co. presented the annual financial
audit of the board’s budget. Mr.
McDermott reported a budget sur-
plus of $1,657,000. He said $833,617
will remain in the capital reserve bud-
get with $165,499 set aside in the
maintenance reserve. The $150,000
of excess surplus will be applied to
the 2018 and 2019 budgets. Tuition
reserve will remain at $300,000.

“I appreciate the audit report. (It)
shows we’re in good financial condi-
tion. We’ve got $2 million (in sur-
plus). That will cover a lot of things,”
said resident Bruce Paterson.

Mr. McDermott stated the board’s
advised goals for next year’s audit
include assuring accurate financial
payroll accounting is retained for each
month. All purchase receipts and ap-
propriate ledgers should be main-
tained for each month, he stated.

Mr. McDermott also advised that
constant analysis for each district
club’s purchases and receipts should
be performed throughout the year.
His suggestions did not mention any
incidents prompting such guidelines.

Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock
said the borough council will confer
with board of education members and
school administrators for input on
some ideas on how to implement the

revitalization of Hartman Park.
Mayor Charles Lombardo and the

council passed a bond ordinance al-
lowing the borough to apply for a
county matching grant that will even-
tually go towards revitalizing the park.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
in her address to the board that the
council recognizes that many Lin-
coln students use the park as a recre-
ation space. She stated that the stu-
dents’ interests matter in the planning
process.

Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Tom Spera said after extensive test-
ing on the school gym floors it was
determined that the mercury levels
are not hazardous. The levels regis-
tered significantly below the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA) standards. Mr. Spera
said the gym floors need to be resur-
faced.

A hardwood floor is the optimal
stage surface versus a possible rub-
ber mat covering the stage’s surface,
Mr. Spera added.

The December 19 meeting was the
last for board member Aaron Watkins,
who did not seek reelection. Mr.
Watkins announced the birth of a new
grandchild. He stated that he is blessed
for his grandchild’s birth given the
tragic passing of another grandchild.

“Life is good,” Mr. Watkins said.
Mr. Watkins will be replaced by

board newcomer Albert Delconte,
who was elected in November along
with reelected board members Linda
Koenig and Christine Guerriero and
Mary Ann Kjetsaa, who was elected
to an unexpired seat.

“Mr. Watkins, I will personally miss
you very much. I appreciate you had
the teacher in you. I enjoyed having
you on the board,” said Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D.

Bramnick to perform at the

New Jersey Performing Arts Center

The funniest lawyer to open for

Mike Marino on April 7, 2018

7:00PM • $34.00

New Jersey Performing Arts Center

1 Center Street, Newark, NJ

Buy tickets at www.NJPAC.org

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Freeholders, Dept. Heads
Get Raises for 2018

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — In their last meeting
of the year, the Union County Free-
holder Board the freeholder voted to
increase freeholder wages as well as
those of department heads.

The freeholder chairman’s salary
will go from $33,428 to $34,096,
the vice-chairman from $32,366 to
$33,014, and the remaining seven
freeholders from $31,305 to
$31,931.

County Manager Al Faella will see
his salary rise from $176,232 to
$179,757, with County Counsel Rob-
ert Barry’s wage increasing from
$168,376 to $171,744. Other salaries
for 2018 are as follows: Director of
Corrections Ron Charles, from
$117,300 to $124,746; Director of
Engineering, Public Works and Fa-
cilities Management Joseph Graziano,
from $136,815 to $143,632; Finance
Director Bibi Taylor, from $142,589
to $145,441; newly hired Human
Services Director Debbie Ann Ander-
son, $130,000, $20,000 lower than
retiring director Frank Guzzo was
paid; Parks and Recreation Director
Ron Zuber, from $125,865 to
$128,382; Public Safety Director
Andrew Moran, from $125,636 to
$133,249, and Director of Economic
Development/Deputy County Man-
ager Amy Wagner, from $142,748 to
$149,683.

“What did people like Andrew
Moran do that deserve these large
increases?” Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson questioned.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to give exclusionary employees
raises not to exceed 2 percent based
on job performance evaluations. Mr.
Faella said the raises are for “exclu-
sionary non-union employees that
are covered by contractual obliga-
tions.”

In other business, per comments
from a Roselle resident, Board Chair-
man Bruce Bergen announced that
the board would not be taking any
further action on an ordinance to guar-
anty the Roselle Board of Education
part of the Mind and Body Complex
in the borough. The board had been
scheduled to hold a second reading
on the ordinance to guaranty a pay-
ment of $24 million in lease revenue
bonds for the Roselle Board of Edu-
cation Early Childhood Learning
Center portion of the project.

The item was pulled from last
Thursday’s agenda following a ruling
by Superior Court Judge Robert
Mega, who said a lawsuit filed by
former school board member Anthony
Esposito should “not be dismissed
because resolution of the claims ‘is in
the public interest,’” according to a
NJ Advance Media for NJ.com re-
port.

The freeholders approved an ordi-
nance to guaranty $59 million in bonds
for the Roselle Borough portion of
the project for a community center
and library. The project includes a
100,000-square-foot facility featur-
ing an eight-lane pool, gym, com-
puter lab and a recording studio, a
public library, pre-k and kindergarten
and recreation center.

The board appointed the law firm of
Schwartz, Simo, Edelstein & Celso of
Whippany to serve as special counsel
for the county in the Mind and Body
Complex project. Mr. Bergen said the
firm is being retained to give the board
advice on “board of education and
department of education issues con-
cerning the Mind and Body project.”

The board also approved a
$360,000 contract with Precision
Building and Construction of Bound
Brook for a new jury room at the
county courthouse. Mr. Graziano said
a new jury room is being built in the
new courthouse annex. A second stair-
case to be constructed to reach the
courthouse tower will cut through the
existing jury room.

The new jury room will seat 260
people, have two new bathrooms, and
two new forms of ingress and egress.
Mr. Graziano said county employees
are doing another $300,000 of in-
kind work in addition to the work
from the contractor.

Thursday’s meeting was the last for
Freeholder Vernell Wright after six
years on the board. She will be re-
placed by current Hillside Mayor
Angela Garretson.

The board’s reorganization meet-
ing will be held at noon on Sunday,
January 7, in the courtroom of Union
County Superior Court Assignment
Judge Karen Cassidy. The board will
appoint a new chairman and vice-
chairman.

Recreation Panel Is Eyeing
Next Step for Forest Project

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Possible improve-
ments to be made at Forest Road Park
was mentioned at the December 19
recreation commission meeting.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky and borough council liai-
son, Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker, spoke about the current status
of these improvements. Prior to the
meeting, Mr. Budiansky stated that
the commission met with CME Asso-
ciates two years ago about improving
Forest Road Park. The commission
decided to make improvements to the
park after survey responses they re-
ceived from local residents and dis-
cussion with Mayor Colleen Mahr.

“The first phase of the preliminary
plan is to remove the existing tennis
courts, replacing them with a gazebo
with a free access pass. The commis-
sion wants to install handball courts.
Landscaping has to be done and irri-
gation as needed, and the basketball
courts will be replaced with new, full-
size courts,” Mr. Budiansky said.

According to Mr. Budiansky, the next
step is seeking funding for the project.
The borough council will decide if CME
Associates or another construction firm
will complete the improvements to the
park and when construction will begin.
At the December 19 meeting Ms.

McElroy-Barker said she recently “re-
minded the council to pass a resolu-
tion for the next step. This will be
tabled until January.”

Commission Treasurer Mike Kelly
said there is money left over in the
recreation budget from summer camp
buses. Following up with this, Mr.
Budiansky spoke about building rental
revenue. “There was a $10,000 profit,”
Mr. Budiansky told the commission.
He spoke about the fees for park build-
ings cleaning service and the Depart-
ment of Public Works janitorial service
that cleans up after parties at park build-
ings. Mr. Budiansky also mentioned
the Community Pass Reservations
Manager. This is an online reservation
system to rent the borough’s facilities.
“This is in the very early stages,” Mr.
Budiansky said. The company is in the
process of developing a module and
Mr. Budiansky has a telephone confer-
ence meeting with the company sched-
uled in January. Mr. Budiansky men-
tioned that the commission “can afford
the $1,000 maintenance fee for the
reservation system.”

A local resident spoke about her
concerns regarding dogs at Forest Road
Park. She said she is concerned with
public safety and the cleanliness of the
park. Currently, dogs are not allowed
at the park. The resident lives near the
park and mentioned that she frequently
sees residents with dogs at the park.
She said that people are not cleaning
up after their dogs properly and leav-
ing feces on the tennis courts and by
the playground equipment. The resi-
dent provided photographs to the com-
mission that reflected her concerns.
Board Chairman Joe Valente was ab-
sent and Mr. Budiansky said that Mr.
Valente had postponed further discus-
sion on the issue until the commission’s
Tuesday, January 23 meeting, at 7:45
p.m., at LaGrande Park.

The meeting concluded with the
mention of commission vacancies for
2018. Beginning in January, there
will be three vacancies for alternate
commission members. A fourth va-
cancy was recently filled by Scott
Sinclair. Three current alternates,
Bruce Zakarin, Elyse Blasi and Eryn
Sinclair, will move from their alter-
nate positions into regular commis-
sion seats. Mr. Budiansky implored
commission members to reach out to
anyone they know who may be inter-
ested in an alternate commission po-
sition. Anyone interested is asked to
contact Mr. Budiansky.

Courtsey Jim Lowney/County of Union
ENDING TERM AS CHAIRMAN...The Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders presented Board Chairman Bruce Bergen with a plaque at last Thursday’s
board meeting for his year as chairman. Pictured, from left to right, are:  front row,
Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio Granados, Freeholder Vernell Wright, Mr.
Bergen, Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski and Angel Estrada, and County Man-
ager Alfred Faella, and back row, Freeholders Chris Hudak and Al Mirabella,
County Counsel Robert Barry and Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh. Mr. Bergen also
was chairman in 2016. This additionally was Ms. Wright’s last meeting on the
board after six years.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROMOTED TO SERGEANT...Thomas Stiansen was advanced to sergeant with
the Cranford Police Department. He was advanced from his position as detective
in the investigation division at the Cranford township committee’s December 19
meeting.

Deer Hunt Begins
Jan. 8 In County

COUNTY — Union County’s deer
management program will begin on
Monday morning, January 8, in the
Watchung Reservation, the Summit
portion of Passaic River Park, Ash
Brook Reservation, Lenape Park,
Nomahegan Park, Oak Ridge Park
and the Hawk Rise Sanctuary. The
program began in 1995 in an effort to
reduce the population of deer.

The program will operate on Mon-
days from January 8 to February 5.
Hunters will be in the parks from 5:30
a.m. until after dark, but shooting
may occur only during daylight hours.

For further information, go to the
county’s website at ucnj.org/parks-
recreation/wildlife-management/
deer/ or contact the Union County
Department of Parks and Recreation
at (908) 527-4900.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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Johnnie
 Walker

Black Label

5999 2999

 SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

    27 28 29 30 
 31 1  2 

DECEMBER 2017 / JANUARY 2018

•  M & R Asti 

 
Mionetto

BRUT PROSECCO

1299
750 ML

750 ML1.75 L

750 ML

DISCOUNTS  Available On:
•Mixed Cases of Spirits  
•Mixed Cases of Wine
(Excluding Sale Items)
Where available, check local store for details.

PRICES EFFECTIVE: 12/27/17- 1/2/18

Visit us online at... shoprite.com/winesandspirits

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 27 thru Tues., Jan. 2, 2017. We reserve the right

to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only. MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Debit
Cards

Discounts
Available On:

(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

lt’s time to Celebrate!

1199
750 ML

•  Korbel 
BRUT, XDRY, 
BRUT ROSÉ

Bombay
Sapphire

IMPORTED

3699

Smirnoff
Vodka

REG. 80 PROOF OR FLAVORS

1999

Absolut
Vodka 80˚

2999

Johnie Walker
Red Label

3299

Domaine Chandon
BRUT, BLANC DE NOIR & ROSE

1799

Makers
Mark

2999

Captain Morgan
Spiced Rum

2599

Bailey’s
Irish Cream

3999

Rum
Chata

1999

Jack
Daniels

HONEY, BLACK & FIRE

4499

Platinum
18 Years

5999

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

1.75L 1.75L 1.75L

1.75L

1.75L 750ML 1.75 L

750ML 1.75L

Ca’tullio
PROSECCO DOC

999

Patrón Silver
Tequila

8299

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO

999

Stolichnaya
80 REG. 2999
Platinum
7X Vodka
REGULAR 1599
Bacardi Rum 

or Canadian Club
 1999

Jose Cuervo
GOLD & SILVER 3399

1799
• MERLOT 
• CABERNET & SAUVIGNON  
• CHARDONAY
• OLD WORLD CLASSICS 5 L BOX

HOUSE WINE 
FAVORITES 1399

5 L BOX

•  Ruffino 
SPARKLING ROSÉ

      OR PROSECCO

Tito’s

1.75L

1.75L

1.75L

Hendrick’s
Gin

3499
750 ML

Small Batch
1792

2699
750 ML

Dewar’s
White Label

SCOTCH

3299

1.75L

Fireball
Cinnamon Whisky

2799

               ShopRiteWines &  Spirits 

Handmade
Vodka

1.75L

2999

Josh Cears
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc

1199
Pinot Noir

1499

Merlot, Legacy, 
Cabernet Sauvignon

1399
Excludes Reserve

& SSSSAAUUVIGNONNN

Franzia

1.75L1.75L 1.75L

Yellow
Tail

ALL TYPES

1199
1.5L

Cavit
ALL TYPES

1399
1.5L

Woodbridge
ALL TYPES

1199

Sutter
Home
ALL TYPES

899
1.5L

1.5L

LIGHT, DARK, SELECT

     ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

•Westfield
     333 South Ave.
     (908) 232-8700

    ShopRite Wines & Spirits of

•Caldwell
     478 Bloomfield Ave.
     (973) 226-8400

    Located inside the ShopRite of

•Parsippany
     808 Route 46 West
     (973) 335-2625

750 ML

Moet &
Chandon

IMPERIAL HV

3999
Veuve

Clicquot
BRUT

4699
750 ML

• MOSCATO • PROSECCO

999
750 ML

Verdi
Spumante

599
750 ML

Pizzolato
Fields 
PROSECCO

999

Ruffino
Prosecco

1199

Ring 
      in the New 

Year!
Zardetto

PROSECCO  BRUT

1299
750 ML750 ML

Cupcake

Dom
Perignon

14999

750 ML

750 ML
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

The Tax Cuts And Jobs Act
Just Signed Into Law

The Meaning of Code
A new tax bill will soon be signed

into law. So we will have a new tax
code.

I Googled the definition of the word
code. This is what came up.

“A system of words, letters, fig-
ures, or other symbols substituted for
other words, letters, etc., especially
for the purposes of secrecy.”

No wonder it’s called a tax code!
Anthony Manno

Scotch PlainsPlease Recycle All of Your
Christmas Paper and Packaging

The Fanwood Christmas House
Fundraiser Was A Success

Can We Say Whether Or Not Tax
Reform Was A Winner?

Lance Explains Vote on
Tax Reform Vote

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) re-
leased the following statement on the
tax reform bill that passed in the U.S.
House:

“I voted against the tax bill today
(December 19) because it signifi-
cantly reduces the ability of New
Jerseyans to deduct state and local
taxes, a provision that has been in the
code since 1913. Also, as a deficit
hawk, I do not favor adding $1.5
trillion to the national debt. I was
pleased, however, that the Confer-
ence Committee improved the bill in
several ways, including provisions
for extraordinary medical expenses
and student debt and graduate tu-
ition.”

In defense of the 2017 House Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act Tax, reform has
been front and center for the past
several weeks. Pundits grace our
screen every night espousing its ben-
efits or marginalizing its creators de-
pending on which network you are
watching. The simple truth of the
matter is that it is much more nuanced
and complicated than the media
projects. As a CPA, I am on the front
lines. Digesting the final cryptic con-
ference bill and boiling it down to its
simple concepts that I can explain to
my clients is a monumental task. I
have fielded more calls from folks
asking me if it makes sense to prepay
property taxes than I care to remem-
ber.

Members of Congress and their
staff of analysts have toiled over this
bill for months, and like it or not, they
deserve our respect and admiration
for crafting this piece of legislation.
Each change in the law has been care-
fully addressed as to how much rev-
enue it will or will not bring in.

Most people in the “Blue States,”

New Jersey, New York and Califor-
nia, believe that the loss of the so
called SALT (State and Local Income
Tax) deduction will result in a huge
tax increase. This is simply not the
case. If you take a very typical subur-
ban household in NJ with a combined
household income of $300,000 and a
loss of $22,500 in itemized deduc-
tions due to the repeal of the SALT
deduction you may conclude that their
taxes will go up. However, due to the
virtual elimination of the alternative
minimum tax and the lower tax rates
this couple will now see a reduction
in their taxes by close to $13,000.

Now this is obviously not the case
for everyone. There are people who
will see a tax increase but not by the
huge amounts that some in the media
are forecasting. We all need to take a
deep breath and wait for the effects of
the tax revisions to play out. By this
time next year we can say for sure
whether or not tax reform was a win-
ner.

Neil Schembre
Fanwood

The Roser’s “Christmas House”
fundraiser for NJ Institute for Dis-
abilities at 83 Paterson Road,
Fanwood, continues to be a great
success. We have been overwhelmed
by the outpouring of support from the
community and beyond, and we thank
all of you! In my almost 30 years of
decorating in Fanwood, and my third
year fundraising for NJID, I have not
seen such Christmas spirit.

During a beautiful snowy late af-
ternoon on Dec. 9, Santa visited my
home, and over 100 children received
gifts from Santa. The parents were
very generous with their donations
and we are headed for a record break-
ing fundraising season.

I could not do all this without the
support of my wife, June, daughters,
Christine and Vickie, and all of my
elves. I am also collecting canned
food for The Community FoodBank
of NJ, and you will find a large blue
tub on my front steps for food dona-
tions.

Cash and checks made to NJID can
be deposited in the donation box next

to the front door, or you may ring the
doorbell. Checks made to NJID can
also be mailed to my address. The
display will be lit until 10 p.m. every
night through January 8, 2018, and
donations for NJID and the food bank
will continue to be accepted.

The New Jersey Institute for Dis-
abilities (NJID) offers specialized
facilities, programs and supports
throughout the State of New Jersey
and beyond for infants, children and
adults with developmental and re-
lated disabilities. With a dedicated
staff of more than 500 employees, in
41 program sites throughout the state,
NJID is one of the largest not-for-
profit agencies of its kind in the na-
tion. Each year, more than 1,500 in-
fants, children and adults with dis-
abilities and their families are helped
by NJID’s unique continuum of ser-
vices. Additional information can be
found at www.njid.org

Merry Christmas to all!
Greg Roser, “The Christmas Guy”

Fanwood

I know that it’s not looked forward
to like Santa is, but for those who
have been hoping that I did not forget
my annual please recycle all of your
Christmas paper and packaging let-
ter, fear not, for here it is! I urge you
to remember that there is no reason
for the amount of garbage we put out
for pickup in the days after Christmas
to be any more than usual. My family
creates an 18-inch high metal can’s
worth of garbage each week of the
year, and our Christmas week gar-
bage amount will be no different.

All of the wrapping paper that we
use is just – paper – it all can and
should be recycled. Or even better,
reused. All of the cardboard gift box
packaging is paper too and should
also be recycled. So can Christmas
cards and envelopes. (The card fronts
can even be reused for postcards next
year!) If we take a look at the plastic
wrapping around our gifts, most of it
(I’ll admit not all) has the recycling
symbol and numbers inside it, and
can and should be recycled. Hold on
to old wiring or parts from electronic
gadgets that are being replaced to
recycle in 2018 electronic recycling
days. Remember that plastic comes
from oil. Recycle our plastic and
maybe we can reduce our oil use,

cost, dependency, and carbon foot-
print! Now that Cranford and
Garwood recycle Styrofoam, we can
even put that packaging in with the
recycling! And there’s no reason to
wrap your tired Christmas tree in plas-
tic baggage before you put it out for
pickup – that’s only more plastic gar-
bage. There is no reason for our Christ-
mas week garbage to increase in any
way. Residents can even contact me
at williamnierstedt@gmail.com if you
are uncertain as to whether or not
something can be recycled!

In these days when we taxpayers
complain about high taxes, and we
pay for our garbage by weight at the
incinerator, and air and water pollu-
tion later in our health, I urge all of us
to try to remember that the two
thoughts go together. If we reduce the
amount of garbage we generate, we
pay less for it in our taxes, and we
make our earth healthier. Let’s see if
we can all increase our recycling ef-
forts after Christmas this year too.
Save a tree! (Those can be reused
too!) Reduce air pollution! And make
it an annual habit! Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Americans For Fair Taxation Presi-
dent, Steven L. Hayes, said that the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act just signed into
law falls short of true tax reform.
Although this act contains some in-
teresting features, this act is an over-
lay grafted onto the current tax code
of 77,000 pages of statutes, regula-
tions, and revenue rulings. The only
bill in Congress that embodies genu-
ine tax reform, Hayes said, is the Fair
Tax Act of 2017, HR25, S18, or
FAIRtaxSM.

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, Hayes
went on, may stimulate the economy
short term, but will likely add to the
deficit, debt, and unfunded liability.
The FAIRtax, by contrast, is revenue-
neutral. The FAIRtax largely elimi-
nates $9 trillion in criminal tax eva-
sion over the next decade.

The FAIRtax, said Hayes, replaces

all income, payroll and self-employ-
ment, and death taxes, with a national
tax on all services and new goods
sold at retail in the United States,
freeing labor and capital to fuel the
economy. Funding for the IRS is
phased out over a three-year period
as tax collection devolves to the states.
The FAIRtax, Hayes said, features a
monthly tax credit to every house-
hold in America to cover taxes on
essentials up to the poverty level.

Now that tax rates have been re-
duced some, Hayes called for Ameri-
cans to go to www.fairtax.org; tell
their Members of Congress to reform
the structure of our tax system and
demand that their Members co-spon-
sor the FAIRtax.

James Bennett
Summit

Thanks to All Elected
Officials Who Served Us

Our New Year Wishes For All
As We Prepare to Ring In 2018

As we say good-bye to 2017, we want to use this
space to thank those elected officials who are leav-
ing their positions at year’s end.

In Westfield, the town will bid farewell to Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, who, at 12 years, is the longest-
serving mayor in town history. Also leaving the dais
are council members Sam Della Fera, First Ward;
Kenneth Donnelly, Second Ward; David Oliveira,
Third Ward, and Keith Loughlin, Fourth Ward. Mr.
Della Fera, who chairs the finance committee, and
Mr. Loughlin, chairman of the Public Safety and
Transportation and Parking Committee, have both
served eight years on the governing body. Mr.
Oliveira, who has served four years on the town
council, chairs the Public Works Committee.

We also want to thank Mark Friedman and Chris
Langhart for their service on the board of education.
Mr. Friedman chairs both the Budget and Long-
Range Planning Committees on the board, while Mr.
Langhart is head of the board’s Negotiations Com-
mittee for teachers’ and administrators’ contracts.
Mr. Friedman and Mr. Langhart have served six and
three years on the board, respectively.

Cranford’s Andis Kalnins is leaving after six years
on the township committee while Garwood Council-
man Lou Petruzzelli is leaving the borough’s gov-
erning body after three terms totaling nine years.
Garwood also is losing the experience of Aaron
Watkins on the board of education. A school teacher

by profession, he was first elected to the school
board in 2011. He has been the board’s representa-
tive to the Union County Educational Services Com-
mission and the Union County School Boards Asso-
ciation.

Fanwood is saying good-bye to Councilman Kevin
Boris, who attended his final council meeting last
week after two, three-year terms on the dais. He
currently is chairman of the Public Safety Commit-
tee and the liaison to the police department.

Fanwood also is losing Jeanne Cleary, its represen-
tative on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion the past six years, where she most recently was
chairwoman of the Curriculum Committee.

At the Union County level, we say thanks to
Vernell Wright, as her six years on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders ended this week. At last week’s
board meeting, she admitted that this was her first
experience in political office. She had been a teacher
in Union Township schools for 36 years. Although
he will stay in politics as a State Senator in the 21st
Legislative District, we thank Joe Cryan for his
service as county sheriff these past four years fol-
lowing the death of long-time sheriff Ralph Froehlich.
Mr. Cryan was previously undersheriff.

We thank all who served in elective office as well
as those who were volunteers on the many municipal
boards and committees but who will not be returning
to those positions in the new year.

At the stroke of midnight Monday we’ll ring in a
brand new year, full as it always is with anticipation,
resolutions, and more than a little mystery as well.
What will it hold for us and our families, our nation
and our world? Will we experience happiness and
success? What events will unfold over the course of
the next 12 months? We have no crystal ball, of
course, but each January 1 nevertheless offers the
promise of a fresh start and endless possibilities.

What are our wishes for this coming year? First
and foremost, we wish everyone health and prosper-
ity for 2018 and beyond. Local government entities
will again begin a new year with a mix of freshman
and incumbent members and leaders. We wish all
our elected officials, on the municipal level on up,
wisdom, empathy and judiciousness in determining
what is best for their constituents.

Our emergency responders — police, firefighters
and rescue squad personnel — safeguard our com-
munities 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, often at
great personal risk. We wish all of them safety and
sufficient resources to continue to perform their life-
saving duties in the year ahead.

Our business districts form the lifeblood of the
towns they call home, yet merchants everywhere
face stiff competition these days from malls and
online shopping options. We wish all our local

retailers and professionals a financially sound new
year, and the continued support and recognition of
their patrons.

Our schools, public and private, each year shape
the lives of thousands of youngsters from preschool
through high school. We wish all our students,
including those attending college, continued scho-
lastic and extracurricular success, and wish their
teachers and administrators inspiration in helping
each young person to reach his or her potential.

Our houses of worship and civic organizations
collectively offer myriad spiritual, academic and/or
enrichment opportunities for those who seek them.
Their missions range from literacy, education and
the arts, to gardening and beautification, to projects
on behalf of veterans and the disabled, to cite just a
few. We wish each of them a productive new year,
with membership ranks that will enable them to
continue the good works they do in service to their
neighbors and others.

We thank you, our readers and advertisers, for
your support, your letters and the rest of your contri-
butions to The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times throughout 2017. We look
forward to hearing from you in the year ahead. We
appreciate being part of the same community with
you. Happy New Year, everyone!

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roun – To whisper
2. Transmogrify – To transform com-

pletely, especially in the grotesque man-
ner

3. Surn – The hawk owl
4. Ascian – A person who casts no

shadow at noon

BALAGAN
1. A hut built on stilts by the Tartars
2. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
3. A collector of rare minerals
4. Cornish crow with red feet and beak

TANTIVY
1. A tearing in pieces
2. Irritated or agitated
3. A swift, full gallop
4. Lighthearted; cheerful

TARAXACIN
1. A fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. A spider that catches its prey by

chasing them
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A bitter substance from the root of

the common dandelion
YOICKS

1. A cry used for urging on the hounds
in fox hunting

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Coughing up or spitting
4. An expression indication exaustion

or fatigue

Resolutions
Never to make a resolution which

won’t be as important on ... the 10th
of July as it is on the 1st of January.

- Cary Grant

I’ve decided to stop trying to put on
weight.

- James Stewart

 Pete Holmes
@peteholmes

Forgot to make resolutions? Just
write out everything you did last night
and at the beginning add the word
"stop."

Letters to
the Editor

Another letter on page 14
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908-482-8855

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

PUBLIC  NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-29

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 106-94 (CENTRAL BUSI-
NESS DISTRICT) IN ARTICLE
XIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN
CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE)
OF THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
PROVIDE FOR AN AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING SET-ASIDE
IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-29, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

2018 MEETINGS

In accordance with Chapter 231, Public
Law 1975, State of New Jersey, the public
is hereby notified of the following schedule
of regular meetings of the Planning Board
of the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, for the year 2018.  Workshop por-
tion of the meeting will be held at 7:30 P.M.
in Room 108 with the public meeting com-
mencing at 8:00 P.M. in Room 107.  All
foreseeable meetings, including workshop
sessions, are designated as meetings at
which formal action may be taken.

January 10 - *Reorganization Meeting
24 July 18

February 7 August 1
21 15

March 7 September 5
21 19

April 4 October 3
18 17

May 2 November 7
16 28

June 6 December 5
20 19

*Will begin at 7:00pm

Kathleen Murray, Chairman
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

MEETING OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood will hold a regular meeting on
Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 7:15 p.m., in
the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey. Workshop session to start at 7:00
p.m.

ACTION WILL BE TAKEN.
Christina M. Ariemma, RMC

Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

2018 TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
REORGANIZATION MEETING

In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, the Township Committee of
Cranford will hold the 2018 Reorganiza-
tion Meeting at the Cranford Municipal
Building, Council Chambers, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, on
Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 7:00 PM.

Formal action will be taken by the Town-
ship Committee.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Township Clerk

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $14.28

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

Middle Class Tax Breaks Expire In ’25
While Corp. Rate Is Permanent

Committee Says Survey Supports
New Expanded Library, Com. Ctr.

Scotch Plains Town Redevelopment
To Pick Up Steam In 2018

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The new
year promises to bring at least the
start of significant changes to down-
town Scotch Plains and how the over-
all business district will look in the
years ahead.

With a final settlement of litigation
regarding the township’s affordable-
housing obligations imminent, it is
expected that the process of not only
building new housing but also ex-
panding commercial and retail space
in the downtown will start up in ear-
nest sometime in 2018. Mayor
Alexander Smith said as much in the
fall when he told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he hopes that “over the
course of 2018, we’ll start to see” the
first phase of the downtown redevel-
opment plan implemented.

Nine months ago, the township
council created the downtown rede-
velopment committee to advise about
ways to redevelop the downtown busi-
ness district. Its initial focus is on
properties and businesses located in
the Phase 1 area along Park Avenue
from Grand Street to Westfield Av-
enue as well as the first block-and-a-
half of East Second Street.

It is expected that about 3,000 new
housing units — with about 450 of
them deemed “affordable” — will be
built in Scotch Plains over the next
eight years. Slightly less than half of
the new housing units will likely be
located in and around the downtown
business district as part of the overall
redevelopment effort. Other sections
of town also will see new housing.
The committee’s planner, Michael
Mistretta, said in October that two of
the south-side sites slated for housing
include the Parker Gardens property
on Terrill Road and the Amberg gar-
den center property on Lamberts Mill
Road.

A study of the 63 properties in the
central business district along Park
Avenue was submitted earlier this
month to the planning board for re-
view in advance of public hearings
expected to get underway in Febru-
ary. The report includes recommen-
dations of which of those properties
should be designated as an Area in
Need of Redevelopment, a designa-
tion that will give the municipal gov-
ernment much greater control over
redevelopment of those properties.

So far, a good deal of the
committee’s attention has been on the
municipal-owned property between
Bartle Avenue and Grand Street that
now houses the Scotch Plains Public
Library and on the area along Park

Avenue where the municipal build-
ing, the parking lot and the fire house
are located. A series of conceptual
renditions have been shown at recent
committee meetings depicting how
redevelopment of those two areas
might proceed.

One series of sketches and ani-
mated videos of possible redevelop-
ment of the library area showed new
buildings housing a mix of retail and
residential apartments along with a
new library and a possible commu-
nity center. Another set of sketches
depicted a new building consisting of
90 rental units atop a two-level park-
ing deck that would be located where
the municipal parking lot on Park
Avenue is now situated. A driveway
between that new building and the
municipal building would connect
Park Avenue and Senger Place. Along
Senger Place, where the fire house
now stands, the renditions showed a
row of brownstone-type homes fac-
ing east, with a driveway and garage
under each unit.

In all likelihood, the police and fire
departments, and probably the town-
ship administrative offices, would be
moved from their present locales to
sites elsewhere in town.

Away from the downtown, it is
likely that signs of new residential
building will be evident sooner rather
than later. Back in October, Mayor
Smith said that, as the affordable-
housing litigation is concluded, build-
ers are “going to move quickly,” and
said he expects “extensive” building
on the south side of town by the end of
2018. Mr. Mistretta, the planner, said
at an October committee meeting that
the first 563 housing units to be built
“will not be anywhere near the down-
town.” He also said that, in addition
to the 563 units already planned, an-
other 25 acres of land outside of the
downtown will be rezoned for high-
density housing.

Besides the Phase 1 area that is the
current focus of the downtown rede-
velopment committee, there are six
other phases in the square bordered
by Park Avenue, East Second Street,
Terrill Road and Route 22 that will
eventually be addressed in the com-
ing years: Phase 2 encompasses Park
Avenue from Grand Street to Route
22, Phase 3 includes Park Avenue
from East Second Street/Westfield
Avenue to Portland Avenue, Phase 4
is East Second Street from Senger
Place to Myrtle Avenue, and Phase 5
runs from Myrtle Avenue to Farley
Avenue on East Second Street. Phases
6 and 7 encompass Terrill Road from
the Fanwood border north to the
Watchung border.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Downtown Redevelopment
Committee (SPDRC) released the
results of its month-long survey on
both a new, expanded Scotch Plains
Library and a community center. A
total of 773 people participated in the
survey aimed to gather input and
evaluate the needs of the public for
these facilities. Forty-eight percent
of respondents believe that Scotch
Plains needs a new, expanded library.
Thirty percent don’t believe Scotch
Plains needs a new, expanded library
and 22 percent are undecided. Fifty-
eight percent of respondents said
Scotch Plains needs a community
center. Twenty percent don’t believe
Scotch Plains needs a community
center and 22 percent are undecided.

Eighty-three percent of respondents
believe the Scotch Plains Library is a
very important or important commu-
nity service. Respondents would like
to see more children’s activities (40
percent), additional computer/work
stations (35 percent), additional quiet
reading spaces (34 percent), and ad-
ditional meeting spaces (33 percent)
in a new, expanded library. Respon-
dents frequently commented that they
would like to see family activities/
programs, sports activities/programs,
arts and crafts activities/programs,
summer camp activities/programs,
volunteering activities/programs,
meeting spaces, multi-purpose
room(s), pool(s), senior activities/pro-
grams, children activities/programs,
music activities/programs, and teen
activities/programs in a community
center.

“These survey results confirm what
I have heard from SPDRC members
and the public at our meetings: that
Scotch Plains residents want both a
new, expanded library and a commu-
nity center,” said Mayor Al Smith.
“People also want the new, expanded
library and community center to be
downtown. This will be an important
draw and bring more foot traffic to
our downtown. I have discussed even-
tually repurposing the town hall build-
ing as a community center, and I will
continue to get feedback from the
public on their views of a new, ex-
panded library and a community cen-
ter.”

The survey participants were mostly
Scotch Plains residents (99 percent)
between 35 to 54 years of age (58
percent). Participants were 66 per-

cent female and 32 percent male.
Eighty-five percent of respondents
use the library in some frequency.
Eighty-two percent of respondents
said they have a library card.

As part of downtown redevelop-
ment, the SPDRC has discussed both
a new, expanded library and a com-
munity center for the downtown area
as a way to draw more people down-
town. This survey was developed by
the social recreation study group of
the SPDRC, and was conducted from
November 3, 2017 to December 4,
2017 and was administered online
using the survey platform Survey
Monkey, which was set to accept one
submission per IP address. The sur-
vey was shared online on the town-
ship website, Facebook page, Twit-
ter, and Friday e-newsletters. The
survey was also administered through
hard copies available at Scotch Plains
Town Hall and the Scotch Plains Li-
brary. The survey is not a scientific
survey of the population, but an op-
portunity for those who care about or
who are interested in a new, expanded
library, a community center, and
downtown redevelopment to give
their feedback and opinions to the
SPDRC.

To view the full report and results
of the survey, please click on https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/depart-
ments/downtown-redevelopment-
committee/survey-2-results

 Congress rushed through a mas-
sive tax bill without permitting direct
input from the people!

Hard pressed homeowners in high
taxing New Jersey will be limited to
deduct $10,000 in real estate taxes
while General Motors, Apple,
Microsoft, Boeing, and AT&T so des-
perately need their tax drop slashed
from 35 percent to 21 percent! Just
got to feel sorry for Apple with its net
profit of $8.7 billion and AT&T with
its net profit of $3.9 billion for the
fourth quarter of 2017! (AT&T is so
financially well off that it is buying
Time Warner for $85.4 billion! Most
homeowners must think twice before
replacing the dishwasher!)

Houses in New Jersey regularly
sell for $1 million. Yet the new tax
legislation only permits interest to be
deduced on a mortgage of up to
$750,000 while doubling the estate
tax exemption from $5.6 million to
$11.2 million!

The standard deduction has been
doubled to $12,600 for individual
filers and to $24,000 for jointly filing
married couples but taxpayers in high
taxing states will have more to deduct
than the new standard deduction will
permit!

 There is more unfairness. The so-
called “middle class” tax breaks, in-
cluding the doubled standard deduc-
tion, expire in 2025 while the corpo-
rate tax rate cut is permanent. And so
many middle-class taxpayers face
increased taxes in 2025 while Cater-
pillar, General Electric, Exxon, Intel,
Johnson & Johnson, Wal-Mart, and
Disney among other components of
the Dow Jones Industrial Average will
continue to enjoy Congress’s largesse.

Is it relevant that in 2013 the net
worth of a member of Congress was
$1,029,505, a majority of the mem-
bers of Congress were millionaires,
the median wealth of Senators was
$2.3 million, and the median wealth

of Representatives was $843,507 in
2013? (Center for Responsive Gov-
ernment). This while the median value
of assets of householders under 35
years of age is $6,676 and $35,000
for householders 35 to 40 years of
age! (Business Insider)

Is it relevant that between 1998 and
2017 the industries benefiting from
the corporate tax cut spent huge sums
lobbying Congress? For example,
pharmaceutical and health products
companies, $3,714,580,815, insur-
ance, $2,579,796,902, and electric
utilities, $2,264,059,045! (Center for
Responsive Government) This while
the median income in 2016 was
$59,039! (Census Bureau)

 German Chancellor Otto von Bis-
marck was wrong in quipping “Laws
are like sausages. It is better not to see
them made. President Wilson pro-
posed the Fourteen Points to help end
the First World War. His first point is
most applicable today though the
words are different! “Open covenants,
openly arrived at, after which there
shall be no private international un-
derstandings of any kind but diplo-
macy shall proceed always frankly
and in the public view.”

 Leave the last word to Will Rogers
about the work of Congress!

 “This country has come to feel the
same way about Congress in session
as when a baby gets hold of a ham-
mer.” (July 4,1930)

Stephen Schoeman
WestfieldUnion County Freeholders

Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200

Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org
Chairman =?

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org
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LEADERSHIP AWARD...Jack Ellias, vice-president of Health and Medical
Services for Fellowship Senior Living, left, is congratulated by Brian Lawrence,
president and chief executive officer of Fellowship Senior Living, based in Basking
Ridge. Mr. Ellias received LeadingAge New Jersey’s Excellence in Leadership
award at the advocacy association’s annual awards on December 6.

LeadingAge New Jersey Awards
Fellowship Senior Living VP

AREA — Jack Ellias, vice-presi-
dent of Health and Medical Services
for Fellowship Senior Living, re-
ceived LeadingAge New Jersey’s
Excellence in Leadership award at a
breakfast event on December 6 at the
Forsgate Country Club in Monroe.

During his 19-year tenure at the
Fellowship Village continuing care
retirement community in Basking
Ridge, Mr. Ellias has overseen the
Health Center operations that include
the Medical Center, Rehab and
Wellness Center and the Assisted
Living, Memory Care and Skilled
Nursing residential areas.

At the awards ceremony, Brian
Lawrence, president and chief execu-
tive officer of Fellowship Senior Liv-
ing, cited Mr. Ellias’ success in ex-
panding Fellowship Village’s medi-
cal and residential support services.
Mr. Lawrence also noted that, “Jack’s
strong healthcare team and commit-
ment to providing a high standard of
care has resulted in a 5-Star rating in
all categories from the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services for
our skilled nursing center. This criti-
cal rating places Skilled Nursing at
Fellowship Village at the top 2 per-
cent of nearly 400 nursing homes in
the state and underscores Jack’s fo-

cus on mission, service, and quality.”
Mr. Ellias also is playing an in-

strumental leadership role as Fel-
lowship Village transitions to a “per-
son-directed” model of care in its
Health Center. A major construction
project currently underway will soon
accommodate skilled nursing, as-
sisted living, memory care and rehab
residents in “households.” Every
household of 16 to 20 persons will
resemble a real home with both pub-
lic and private spaces, and care is
determined by the needs and lifestyle
of each resident.

LeadingAge New Jersey (LANJ)
is a statewide advocacy and educa-
tional association of not-for-profit
senior care organizations. The an-
nual LANJ awards ceremony recog-
nizes outstanding achievements of
service providers at all levels of care.
Fellowship Senior Living, a member
of LANJ, offers senior living com-
munities, rehab, wellness and
homecare choices for older adults
throughout the state.

***

Learn more about Fellowship Se-
nior Living and Fellowship Village
at FellowshipSeniorLiving.org or
call (908) 428-4238.

JCC Announces Initiatives
Enabling It to Go Green

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey remains committed to
improving its building and campus
while making it more green and ob-
serving the core Jewish values of
sh’mirat ha’adamah (protection and
renewal of the world) and ba’al
taschshit (do not destroy or waste).

Because of this important commit-
ment, the JCC entered into a Power
Purchase Agreement with Keystone
Power Holdings in Paoli, Pa., which is
building and maintaining a solar panel
system on the JCC roof and selling
back the solar power to the JCC at a
discounted rate. Because the JCC is a
not-for-profit, installing the system on
its own was cost-prohibitive.

When complete, 80 percent of the
JCC’s roof will be covered with panels
and five inverters that convert the solar
power to AC power. The installation is
projected to be done by the end of this
year. Once complete, it will begin pro-
ducing energy immediately, saving the
JCC money on its monthly energy bill.

“How exciting that doing some-
thing that is so good for our environ-
ment also creates savings for our JCC.
This will allow us to reinvest in pro-
grams that enhance our member ex-
perience and support communal life
in our area,” said Jennifer Mamlet,
JCC executive director. “This is core
to our mission, and we are proud of
our role in the community.”

The JCC Board of Directors also
has approved the installation of a
cogeneration system. Cogeneration
is the use of a heat engine or power
station to generate electricity and use-
ful heat at the same time. The system
will be installed in 2018 by Premise
Power of New York City, and the
thermal power supplied will help the
JCC heat its water and indoor pool.

“Being green is key to our future
sustainability, so we are thrilled that
we were able to find a way to make
these two systems a reality,” said Mike
Goldstein, chief operating officer at
the JCC. “We are also hoping that we
will be an inspiration and model for
other organizations.”

These projects complement the
energy-efficient lighting system the
JCC installed in 2014, which signifi-
cantly reduced its electricity bill and
carbon footprint. All in all, the JCC
will fulfill 85 percent of its power
needs at a lower cost.

For more information, contact Mike
Goldstein at (908) 889-8800, exten-
sion no. 218, or mgoldstein@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial as-
sistance is available for membership
and various programs.

Hist. Soc. Offers Course
In Cursive Penmanship

WESTFIELD — The Westfield His-
torical Society will offer a cursive pen-
manship course on Saturdays begin-
ning on January 13. The eight-session
course will continue through March 10,
2018, excluding February 17. It will
take place at the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center, located at
314 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

According to the Historical Soci-
ety, most students no longer learn the
skill of cursive penmanship. This
means that historians in the future
may not be able to read historic docu-
ments or even personal letters from
generations back. As a service to the
community, the Westfield Historical
Society is sponsoring the penman-
ship course to help ensure that this
important skill does not disappear.

Classes will be held from 9 to 10
a.m. with a maximum of eight stu-
dents. Anyone in third grade and

above is welcome. There is a $40 fee
per student for the course.

Retired teacher Susan McClelland,
who taught cursive penmanship for
more than 20 years, will provide the
instruction. Mrs. McClelland will
teach the Zaner-Bloser method and
each student completing the course
will receive a signed certificate.

To register for the cursive pen-
manship course, call the Westfield
Historical Society at (908) 654-
1794 or contact
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

Cranford Rec. Honors
Decorating Winners
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department has
announced the winners of its third
annual Holiday Decorating Contest.
They are as follows:

Most Outrageous — 207 Scherrer
Street; Most Traditional — 112
Makatom Drive, and All-Around Fa-
vorite — 41 Keith Jeffries Avenue.

A committee voted to select the
winners. Prizes consisted of a gift
certificate to a local establishment as
well as a lawn sign letting everyone
know the house was a contest winner.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

PUBLIC  NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-30

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY ADOPTING THE
SOUTH AVENUE II REDEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN, PURSUANT
TO THE LOCAL REDEVEL-
OPMENT AND HOUSING
LAW,  N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET
SEQ

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-30, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
submissions will be received by the Town-
ship Clerk, or designated representative
for the Township of Cranford, County of
Union, State of New Jersey on Tuesday,
January 9, 2018 at 11:00 am prevailing
time, at which time they will be opened and
read in Room 108, Municipal Building,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 for the follow-
ing:

ONE (1) NEW AND UNUSED
TELEVISION PIPE INSPEC-
TION SYSTEM INSTALLED IN
A FORD TRANSIT T150
CARGO VAN

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
http://cranford.com/rfprfq-request-form/.
Registration on the Township’s website is
required.

The Township Communities reserves
the right to reject any or all submissions
due to any defects or waive informalities
and accept any submissions that in their
judgment will be in the best interest of the
Township. The Township Committee shall
award the contract or reject all submis-
sions no later than 60 day from receipt of
same.

Respondents are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 and
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

By authorization of the Township Com-
mittee, of the Township of Cranford, Union
County, New Jersey.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Township Clerk

1 T - 12/28/17, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 20th day of
December, 2017 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Changed time of Planning Board Re-
organization Meeting to 7:00 pm from
7:30pm on Wednesday, January 10, 2018.

2. Application ## PBA-17-00010:
Granted approval to 322 Walnut, LLC,
Applicant, to permit a subdivision by right,
without any variances requested. Block:
488,  Lot: 15 as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 322 Walnut
Avenue in the R-2  Zone.

Ann Steinbach
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC  NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 17-28

AN ORDINANCE FIXING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY.

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
17-28, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2017

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS, Article 4:05(A) Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey required the Planning Board to determine the date, time
and locations of the monthly meetings through January of the next year when it organizes
in January.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of The Borough of
Fanwood that it will meet at 7:30 PM, in the lower level meeting room of the Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey on the following dates:

2018
AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS
January 10, 2018 January 24, 2018
February 21 February 28
March 21 March 28
April 18 April 25
May 16 May 23
June 20 June 27
No Agenda Meeting July 25
No Agenda Meeting August 22
September 19 September 26
October 17 October 24
No Agenda Meeting November 28
No Agenda Meeting December 19
January 16, 2019 January 23 , 2019

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be prominently posted on
the bulletin board in the Borough Hall, mailed to The Times and The Courier News, filed
with the Borough Clerk and mailed to any person requesting same in accordance with the
requirements of the Open Meetings Act.
1 T - 12/28/17, The Times Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold their
annual Organization Meeting on Wednes-
day, January 3, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the all
purpose room of the Lincoln School.

Action will be taken.
Eric Larson

SBA/BS
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $11.22

Untreated Hearing Loss
To Be Old Guard Topic

SUMMIT AREA — Leslie E.
Herman, Doctor of Audiology, will
speak to the Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, January 2 meeting. He
will discuss “The Impact of Untreated
Hearing Loss – What is New with
Amplification and What Does It Do.”

Some 48 million people, mostly
older adults, have hearing problems.
One-third of the population ages 65
to 74 has difficulty hearing, mostly
from damage to the tiny hair cells in
the inner ear. Most hearing aids (62
percent) are mini behind-the-ear
types. Aging and chronic exposure
to loud noises can cause these prob-
lems. Hearing loss is often revers-
ible, and can be managed with hear-
ing aids. Hearing aids can pick up
sound and transmit it to a computer
chip. Professionals can filter out
wind and other background noise.
Telecoils can pick up compatible
telephones and public-address sys-
tems. Directional microphones can
converse in noisy environments.
Feedback suppression quells high-
pitched whistling sounds. Some
even work with a smart phone.

Audiologists are licensed by all

50 states and the District of Colum-
bia. The Doctor of Audiology
(Au.D.) is an entry-level degree.
The degree requires a minimum of
75 semester hours of post-bacca-
laureate study, passing a national
exam and 12 months of practical
experience.

For a limited period only, meetings
of the Summit Area Old Guard will be
held at the United Methodist Church,
located at 1441 Springfield Avenue,
New Providence. The Old Guard ex-
pects that meetings will eventually
resume at the New Providence Mu-
nicipal Center, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New Providence.

All active men age 50-plus are
invited to attend these Tuesday morn-
ing meetings. A coffee hour starts at
9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m.
business meeting brightened by sing-
ing and humor. Guest speakers begin
their talk at 10:30 a.m. Old Guard
members participate in sports,
bridge, hikes, trips, plays, concerts
and other cultural events. For more
information, call Jim Hewitt at (908)
233-5507 or log onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will wel-
come advertising executive Sam
Harrison to its meeting on Mon-
day, January 22, 2018, at 7:30 p.m.
His presentation will be entitled
“How the Magic Happens.”

Mr. Harrison is president and
chief executive officer of Linett &
Harrison, a marketing, advertising
and branding agency. He will give
his audience an overview of what it
is like to have a career in advertis-
ing — challenges and opportuni-
ties for personal and professional
growth; how marketing and adver-
tising campaigns are developed;
the experience of being part of a
team that introduces a new product
nationally; and some recent case
histories of campaigns his com-
pany currently is producing, in-
cluding video, digital and social
media advertising.

Mr. Harrison spent the initial part
of his marketing and advertising
career at two of the largest and
well-known advertising firms in the
United States, Grey Advertising
and Lintas (part of the Interpublic
Group of Companies) in Los Ange-
les and New York. During this pe-
riod, he managed major national

accounts, among them Nestle Pet
Foods — Friskies Cat and Dog
Food Products; Swift Meats —
Butterball Turkey Products, Brown
‘N Serve Sausage; Johnson’s Baby
Shampoo; Unilever’s Snuggle Fab-
ric Softener; Borden Milk Prod-
ucts and Kenner Toys — Care
Bears, and Chuck Norris.

Twenty-five years ago, Mr.
Harrison, with partner Caryl Linett,
founded Linett & Harrison Adver-
tising. The firm is a diversified
company that has experience in nu-
merous categories including con-
sumer products, retail, business-
to-business, banking, higher edu-
cation and commercial real estate.
Linett & Harrison develops strate-
gic recommendations for its cli-
ents and produces all types of tra-
ditional advertising — television,
radio, print, outdoor — and new
media such as digital, social and
websites.

This program is open to the pub-
lic, is free of charge and will take
place at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74 South
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, at 7:30
p.m. after a brief refreshment pe-
riod.  Visi tors can use the
McDermott Place entrance.

F-SP College Club to Learn
About Advertising Jan. 22

Scotch Plains Library Lists
Activities For Youth

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
continuing activities for youth. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

The After-School Club for Middle
School Students will meet on Mon-
days and Wednesdays, from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. Those in grades 5 to 8 can
complete homework, play games, have
snacks and explore maker activities
with friends. No registration or fee is
required. The club will not meet on
Monday, January 1, and Monday, Janu-
ary 15, because the library will be
closed. For more information, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204; e-
mail library@scotlib.org or stop by
the library Reference Desk. Informa-
tion about other upcoming teen activi-
ties is available at scotlib.org/teens.

On Wednesdays, January 3, 17 and
31, Scotch Plains and Fanwood Li-
brary cardholders, ages 7 to 16, are
invited to participate in the library’s
chess club led by instructor Errol Singh.

Each session begins promptly at 6 p.m.
Pre-registration is required and is lim-
ited to Scotch Plains and Fanwood
cardholders. Online registration for the
January 3 session is underway. Online
registration for the January 17 session
will open on Monday, January 8, while
online registration for the January 31
session will open on Monday, January
22. Space is limited. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org or
stop by the Reference Desk.

Above Grade Level of Union County
will offer a free proctored ACT Prac-
tice Test at the library on Saturday,
January 6, at 9:15 a.m. It is being
provided as a community service with
no obligation or solicitation. Advance
registration is required and space is
limited. To register or for more infor-
mation, contact Above Grade Level
directly at (908) 889-6396 or
gswitsky@abovegradelevel.com.
Registered test-takers should bring
pencils, erasers, a test-approved cal-
culator and a snack/drink (if desired,
during the break).

The YA Chat Club will meet on
Wednesday, January 10, at 6 p.m., to
talk all things realistic fiction — books,
movies, video games. Snacks will be
provided. No registration is required.
This event is free and limited to stu-
dents in grades 5 to 12. For more de-
tails, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204; e-mail library@scotlib.org, or
stop by the Reference Desk.

Library Highlights Events
To Kick Off New Year

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has revealed
multiple activities to start off the new
year.

“New Year, New Movies” will take
place on Fridays at noon. They in-
clude The Glass Castle (PG-13, 127
minutes) on January 5; Home Again
(PG-13, 97 minutes) on January 12;
Victoria & Abdul (PG-13, 112 min-
utes) on January 19, and Stronger (R,
116 minutes) on January 26. These
screenings are free and open to all.
Registration is not required.

Local artist Sandra Cerchio is hold-
ing a series of relaxed workshops for
adults age 18 and older, each focus-
ing on a different aspect of drawing.
The fourth workshop, “Winter Birds,”
will be held on Friday, January 5,
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Participants
are asked to bring their own pencils,
color pencils, sketch pads and eras-
ers. Pre-registration is required.

Individuals can learn to bead on
Monday, January 8, from 10 a.m. to
noon, with the library’s beading kits.
Local artist Perthea Brown will teach
patrons about this craft. Space is
limited and pre-registration is re-
quired.

The Evening Book Club will meet
on Monday, January 8, at 7 p.m., to
discuss “The Lords of Discipline” by
Pat Conroy. The Afternoon Book Club
will meet on Tuesday, January 16, at
1 p.m., to discuss “The Price” by
Arthur Miller. These book clubs are
free and open to the public.

For more information or to register
for any programs, visit scotlib.org; e-
mail library@scotlib.org; call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-014249-17
FILE NO. 23842-17

NOTICE TO REDEEM

ACE PLUS LLC; PLAINTIFF
VS. ALBERTO FREIRE, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST, ET ALS. DEFENDANT(S)

TO: ALBERTO FREIRE, HIS  HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; RICH-
ARD M. FREIRE; MRS. RICHARD M.
FREIRE, WIFE OF RICHARD M. FREIRE;
HAMILTON GARDENS CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made onDecember 26, 2017 , the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 9, 2018 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 410 C 9A BLOCK 8 on the tax
duplicate of ELIZABETH. Total amount
required to redeem tax sale certificate no.
12-00267 is $43,816.33, together with in-
terest from November 30, 2017 and costs
of $1,258.33.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $55.59

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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WAYVE PITCHES IN...WAYVE (Westfield Area Youth Volunteer Experience)
volunteers helped to distribute food to over 150 families and wrap nearly 300
donated gifts for families from across Union County December 17 at the newly-
renovated Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey Charlotte Shak Kosher
Food Pantry in Elizabeth, which distributes food, including fresh produce, to
families every month. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Naomi Horowitz,
Peter Morariu, Alina Mojica, Daniel Howard, Jill Dispenza, WAYVE program
director; Vicki Simpson, assistant WAYVE program director; Emily Simpson
and Jennifer Murray, and front row, Avraham Bobrow and Tori Murray. For
information on getting involved in this or other volunteer opportunities, contact
WAYVE at (908) 352-8375 or vsimpson@jfscentralnj.org.

Library Workshop to Teach
Making Scarf From T-Shirt
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library will present a
workshop on Wednesday, January
10, at 2 p.m., on creating a scarf
from a T-shirt. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Librarian Marsha Bryant will
present the workshop. She said that
attendees should feel free to bring
their own 100-percent cotton T-
shirt and she will show them how
to turn it into a warm and fashion-
able scarf.

Ms. Bryant has led various kinds
of crafting programs in many other
libraries throughout her career. She
started as a novice herself and loves
teaching people who are new at
crafting as well as the experienced.

The program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. MURAL cardholders
belong to the 43 libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
terested persons are advised to visit
the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the “About Us” tab to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.

Registration is required as the
program will be for just 20 partici-
pants. To register, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Needle Nite Posts
January 5 Meeting

FANWOOD — The Needle Nite
group will gather on Friday, Janu-
ary 5, at 7 p.m., in the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church’s Westminster
Hall on Marian Avenue.

The quilters will work on projects
that have been started. The Scrappy
quilt was the new pattern for the
year. New sewing projects for char-
ity will be discussed.

Those who crochet and knit will
work on items they are making for
charity. These include baby afghans,
hats and sweaters for newborns, hats
and scarves for the Seafarers and
lap robes for those in nursing homes.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group. Help and instruction are
available for anyone wishing to learn
a new skill. If fabric, batting or yarn
is needed, Needle Niters may e-
mail their requests to
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about
these projects or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the office at (908) 889-8891; e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website fanwoodpc.org.

Sierra Club to Look
At NJ Transit Fares

AREA — The Sierra Club Loantaka
Group will present Steve Lax, retired
NJ Transit manager and New Jersey
Sierra Club Transportation Issues ad-
visor, at its meeting on Wednesday,
January 10. Free and open to the pub-
lic, the meeting will be held from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at the Library of the Chathams,
located at 214 Main Street, Chatham.

Mr. Lax will discuss NJ Transit’s
“Fair Fare” policy, established in
1982. Thirty-five years later, he will
reflect on whether the fares are still
fair, how these fares compare to the
fares of other large United States tran-
sit systems, and how they affect the
environment. For more information,
call (908) 233-2414.

F-SP Service League Shop
To Offer Household Goods

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
will welcome the New Year offer-
ing household goods.

When the thrift shop reopens on
Tuesday, January 2, 2018, it will
feature all kitchenware including
small appliances. To help shoppers
return to more moderate meals,
cookbooks will be available.

Sheets, pillowcases, blankets,
shams and pillows will be avail-
able, along with drapes and window
curtains. Additionally, the
Collector’s Corner will be restocked
with antiques and fine collectibles.

In addition to housewares and
linens, the shop will have a new

selection of clothing for the entire
family. Winter wear including coats
and outerwear will be available.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
more than $1.1 million for local
causes. Anyone interested in learn-
ing more about the League or League
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the website at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any League volunteers at
the shop. Members of the commu-
nity also are invited to check out the
organization’s Facebook page,
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League,” and give the League a
“Like.”

Thrift shop hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. All items are
new or gently-used.

Honor Ridge Academy
To Hold Workshop

CLARK — Honor Ridge Academy
will present a workshop called “Re-
ducing Anxiety and Disruptive Be-
havior in the Classroom” on Friday,
February 23, 2018, from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

The workshop will take place at
Honor Ridge Academy’s campus at
342 Madison Hill Road, Clark, and
is offered as an outreach service to
the education and disability commu-
nity in and around Clark.

There is no cost for the workshop.
Professionals can earn 5.5 CEUs.
Registration is required by e-mail-
ing Valerie Fornelius at
vfornelius@honorridge.org.

SANTA MAKES A SPLASH...Families recently enjoyed the Westfield Area
YMCA’s annual Swim with Santa. Participants chose a 30-minute time slot to
swim with Santa and his elves and then had the opportunity to enjoy more fun with
Santa in the Arts and Crafts room. Proceeds benefited the Y’s Annual Support
Campaign which ensures that no one who lives or works in Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside or Westfield and is experiencing a bona fide financial hardship is
denied the opportunity to participate at the Y.

Freeholder Carter to Give
Address at MLK Service

WESTFIELD — Union County
Freeholder Linda Carter will be
the keynote speaker at the 31st
Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Interfaith Commemoration Service
on Monday, January 15,
2018.

A lifelong resident of
Plainfield, she gradu-
ated from the Univer-
sity of Maryland, East-
ern Shore, with a Bach-
elor of Science degree
in Business Administra-
tion. Freeholder Carter
also holds a Master of
Science degree in Man-
agement, Information
Management from
Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken.

Ms. Carter was elected to her first
term as freeholder in 2010. In 2013,
she became the first African-Ameri-
can woman to chair the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. In
2012, she served as vice-chairman
of the Freeholder Board, and also on
the county’s Fiscal, Homeland and
Shared Services Committees. Addi-
tionally, she is a commissioner of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and a
commissioner of the Middlesex
County Utilities Authority.

Prior to election to the Freeholder
Board, Ms. Carter served as coun-
cilwoman at large for the First and
Fourth wards in the City of
Plainfield, including the positions
of council president, chairwoman
of the Committee of the Whole and
liaison to the Housing Authority, board

of education and Cable Advisory
Board, among other positions. She
has received numerous awards for
her work within the community.

Currently Freeholder Carter is
employed by the
Passaic Board of Edu-
cation as a high school
business education
teacher. Prior to her ca-
reer in education, she
worked for AT&T in ac-
cess management of the
CFO Division and as
portfolio asset manager
for Credit Communica-
tion. Freeholder Carter
is a member of the New
Jersey Board of Real-
tors and has been a

member of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority for more than 28 years, where
she has served in many leadership
positions including president of the
Plainfield Chapter for four terms.

The 31st annual commemoration
service will be hosted by St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street, Westfield. The service
will start at 1 p.m., and will be pre-
ceded by a police-escorted march de-
parting the Dr. King monument on
the South Avenue circle at 12:15 p.m.
The public is invited to participate in
both the march and the service.

Attendees are invited to bring
non-perishable food items to place
in the food donation box in the
entry of the church to be donated to
the Food Pantry of Westfield. For
further information, call Elizabeth
Wolf at (908) 654-6770.

Linda Carter

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY
 __________________________________________________________

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

________________

REAL ESTATE

CLOSINGS

_______________

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED DIVORCE MEDIATOR

_________________

201 SOUTH AVE.

WESTFIELD

654-8885

Wednesday Morning Club
Posts New Year Activities

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club will welcome
the new year with a schedule of
various events in January. Its first
business meeting will take place
on Wednesday, January 3, begin-
ning at 10 a.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. Sue Driscoll
will preside and club member Janet
Crowe will present the program.
Ms. Crowe will discuss the work of
artist and children’s book author
Leo Lionni, whose works are
known for their illustrations and
though-provoking stories. She will
relate her experiences using such
books as “Swimmy” and “A Color
of His Own” with children in the
classroom to create wonderful
learning experiences. The Commu-
nity Center is located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford. All are wel-
come.

The club’s Public Affairs Depart-
ment will meet at the home of Dot
Conheeney on Tuesday, January 9,
at 1 p.m. David Pringle, campaign
director for Clean Water Action, will
speak to the group. Mr. Pringle, a
lifelong resident of Cranford, will

discuss the many issues that are in-
volved in protecting New Jersey’s
clean water.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet on Tuesday, January 16,
at 10 a.m., at the Cranford Com-
munity Center. Anne Castellano, a
club member and an artist who has
exhibited her work locally, will con-
duct a hands-on workshop. Mrs.
Castellano will illustrate drawing
techniques using colored pencils.
Interested persons are asked to call
Mrs. Castellano to reserve a place
in the group.

The Literature Department will
meet on Monday, January 22, at 1
p.m., at the home of Maureen Mairo.
Ms. Mairo will lead a discussion of
the novel “A Gentleman in Mos-
cow” by Amor Towles. The book has
been described by The Wall Street
Journal as “Entertaining...buzzes
with the energy of numerous adven-
tures, love affairs, and twists of fate.”

For more information about The
Wednesday Morning Club, call
Vice-President Carol Moran at
(908) 233-5635 or e-mail her at
caromm@comcast.net.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS

Commentary

Holidays Offer Chances
To Renew Ties With Others
With Christmas and Chanukah just

past, and New Year’s celebrations on
the way, most of us have been caught
up in a whirlwind of excitement and
preparations since Thanksgiving
weekend. The holiday season casts
an aura unique to this time of year,
one that inspires a magical feeling in
folks of any age. Yet for those who are
alone, or are unable to participate in
holiday customs most enjoy, it can be
the most difficult season of all.

Amid all the glittery festivities, we
encourage our readers to remember
relatives and friends, co-workers and
neighbors who, for various reasons,
may be feeling little or no holiday
cheer. They may be homebound for
health reasons, or separated from their
family by geography or circumstance,
or simply without a place to go.

Perhaps we can add one more name
to our New Year’s guest list of some-
one we know who otherwise will see
out the old year alone. Once the hustle

and bustle is over for another year, we
also might find some time to visit a
person confined to their home, a hos-
pital or a nursing home. The gift of
being remembered by others, and in-
cluded in the spirit of togetherness
that most defines the holiday season,
could truly be the greatest present
that person could receive.

The holidays also offer other op-
portunities to reconnect with people.
While our fast-paced and multi-fac-
eted lives can leave minimal time for
traditional correspondence, a card,
maybe including a personal note, or
a phone call, can show a relative or
friend they are remembered in a spe-
cial way. Holiday greetings, in which-
ever manner they are sent, also can
help us renew ties with those with
whom we may have been out of touch
for a while.

We wish everyone, in our local
communities and beyond, the very
best for 2018.

by Mitul P. Patel, PharmD., RPh.

Pharmacy News

246 South Ave., Unit 4 • Fanwood, NJ • 908-680-6936

Please email your questions to:  Mit@FanwoodPharmacy
or visit our website at: www.FanwoodPharmacy.com

BODIES IN MOTION
promethazine (Anergan, Phener-
gan), have similar adverse effects. 
   Motion sickness is that feeling 
of dizziness and nausea that is 
caused by the eyes or inner ears 
sensing motion the body does not 
feel. It can occur in a car, plane, 
boat, carnival ride, or even from 
watching a movie or playing a 
video game. Next to your personal 
doctor, your pharmacist is the most 
informed about the various medi-
cations available and their contra-
indications. For more information, 
please call our pharmacy. We are 
a full-service pharmacy that does 
compounding and veterinarian 
compounding on site, as well as 
offering free prescription delivery.
HINT: Drugs used to combat motion 
sickness should never be used by 
persons suffering from dementia. 

    If you intend to take a cruise and 
are concerned about symptoms of 
motion sickness, over-the-counter 
drugs such as dimenhydrinate 
(Dramamine) or meclizine (Bo-
nine, Dramamine Less Drowsy) 
may help. However, before us-
ing these drugs, it is important to 
consult with your physician about 
possible harmful interactions 
with other drugs you are taking. 
There are also several prescrip-
tion drugs, including scopolamine 
(Transderm Scop), that are worn 
as skin patches. Because this drug 
can make a person sleepy, cause 
blurry vision and dry mouth, and 
may also result in confusion and 

-
ally recommended for people age 
65 and over. Other drugs, includ-
ing the prescription antihistamine 
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Joseph M. Farella

Your local mortgage expert

For a detailed rate quote call: 

908.322.5423
 joe@americanunited.com

Big enough to offer you the lowest rates in the nation, 
Local enough to know you

www.americanunited.com
outstanding service and communication throughout the process” – 

E. BEBEL 1ST 50, 100-FR; COHEN 200, 500-FR, SHAO 200IM, 100-BK

Blue Devil Boys Sink Raiders
In Swim Showdown, 108-62

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
swim team got in the fast lane again.
The Blue Devils beat Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 108-62, in a showdown

between two of the top teams in Union
County. It was the fourth straight win
for Westfield since suffering a loss to
Bridgewater-Raritan in the season
opener. The latest chapter in this an-
nual early-season border war played

out on December 22 before a raucous
and fully packed crowd of spectators
at the Westfield “Y” pool. As is so
often the case, Westfield proved to be
the big fish when matched against one

Westfield Girls Spring Upset
Over Raiders in Swim Duel

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
swim team scored its biggest victory
in quite some time with an impres-
sive, 96-74 win over previously un-
beaten Scotch-Plains Fanwood on
December 22 at the Westfield “Y”.
Keeley Thompson took first in the 50
free and Muriel Maloney did likewise
in the 100 back to help lead the Blue
Devils to their fifth straight win of the
season after dropping their season
opener to Bridgewater-Raritan. The
win was also Westfield’s first over the

Raiders since the 2013 season.
“I got my Christmas present early,”

said Westfield Head Coach Steve
Whittington. “Up and down the lineup,
we got great performances today. The
energy and emotion was high through-
out the meet. I’m really proud of what
our swimmers did today against an
incredible Scotch Plains team.”

Westfield won this meet by filling
up on second and third place finishes
even as Scotch Plains-Fanwood took
first in seven of 11 events. Double
victories by Raider standouts Rachel
Maizes (200 IM, 500 free) and Dee

Dee Maizes (100 free, 200 free) were
not enough to overcome a wave of
strong performances by Westfield
swimmers that racked up points in the
place and show spots.

This trend was on display right
from the start in the 200 medley relay
where Raiders Erika Frazier, Rachel
Maizes, Anna Dunchus and Megan
Small took first in 1:52.60 only to
have Westfield take second (Thomp-
son, Ellie Cestero, Abby McKinney
and Maloney 1:53.60) and third
(Grace Cash, Kayla Rinn, Natalie Lee

PALAZZOLO, LODER, SILBER, MILLER GET KEY WINS

Blue Devils Top Raiders, 40-25
In ‘Pin Cancer’ Mat Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key matchups and some very close
bouts highlighted the Annual “Pin
Cancer” showdown betweem the host-
ing Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider wrestling team and the
Westfield Blue Devils on December
22. But after trailing 22-15, the Blue
Devils got into the strength of their
order and reeled off six straight victo-
ries beginning at the 106-lb class and
into the 138-lb class en route to a 40-
25 victory.

A highly anticipated showdown
arrived in the third bout of the evening
at 170-lbs between Raider Nick
Palazzollo and Blue Devil Isaiah

Reese. Palazzollo managed to fend
off a few attempted double-leg tack-
les in the first period. In the second
period when Reese charged inward
for another tackle, Palazzollo just went
with the flow and and caught him with
a lateral drop in 3:03 to put six team
points on the board.

“I was just keeping a low level,
made sure I had a good stance and
catch him at the right time,” Palazzollo
explained.

Before the match there was some
uncertainty whether the two talented
competitors would be squaring off at
center mat.

“I wasn’t really expecting anything.
I was ready to wrestle whoever they

threw out at me and I was ready to put
up as many points as I could for my
team,” Palazzollo said.

The first bout of the evening was at
152-lbs where Raider Mike Ramos
capitalized on a five-point stepover
front grapevine and a pair of five-
point lateral throws to claim a 17-7
major decision over Sean Dwyer. At
160-lbs Jordan Simpson turned Zach
Fleischman to his back with a half
nelson in 2:45 to give Westfield a 6-4
team lead.

The 182-lb bout featured two
strongmen, Raider junior Alex Oslislo
and Blue Devil junior Tim Miller, who
quickly got two points with a front

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE INDIVIDUAL WINNER..Raider Dee Dee Maizes touched first in the 100-freestyle and the 200-freestyle in the
meet against the Blue Devils at the Westfield “Y”. The Blue Devils, however, shocked the Raiders, 96-74.

Photo courtesy of Carolyn Miller

WORKING A STRETCH HAMMER...Blue Devil Tim Miller, top, works a stretch hammer lock on Raider Alex Oslislo in
his 182-lb bout during the Annual “Pin Cancer” Classic wrestling showdown at Scotch Plains on December 22. Miller won
5-1 and the Blue Devils defeated the Raiders 40-25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING 2ND IN THE 200IM..Blue Devil Ryan Bebel works the butterfly phase of the 200-Individual Medley in the
showdown with Scotch Plains-Fanwood at the Westfield “Y” on December 22. Bebel placed second in the event at 2:00.17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING THE 200-FREE AND THE 500-FREE..Raider Josh Cohen won the 200-freestyle and the 500-freestyle during
the meet with Westfield on December 22. Westfield defeated the Raiders, 108-62.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Write whatever you want ...
We’ll publish it.

Effective, convenient
and reasonably priced.

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

908-232-4407    goleader.com/form/bulletin

Happy New Year!
Cheers Be With You!
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New ‘Lightweight’ Adds
Some Joy to Mr. Intensity

Under normal conditions Glen Kurz
would have been counting the days
until wrestling practice officially
started on Nov. 20. But the 20th-year
WHS coach’s legendary laser-focus
and intensity was altered in October,
when he and his wife Lisa became the
parents of Lily Evelyn Kurz.

“Having Lily has been a life-chang-
ing experience, for the better,” Kurz
said. “I’ve been told that I needed to
lighten up. This might do it.”

Lily was introduced to her dad’s
world last Friday night, and she is
now 1-0 vs. archrival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood after a solid 40-25 win by
her dad’s guys.

Last season was pretty good for
Kurz’s crew. They went 14-9, Kurz
got his 200th coaching victory and
was inducted into the Coaches’ Hall
of Fame last spring. But despite the
graduation of Zack Rabinowitz, Al
Dente, Jack Miller and Phil Ricca,
this winter could be quite memorable.
And not just because of Lily.

Last year’s very-talented freshmen
are now ultra-talented sophomores –
CJ Composto, Luke Hoerle, Quinn
Gimblette, Jeremy Silber and Luke
Scanlan.

Hoerle was the school’s first fresh-
man Union County champion in 21
years. Composto was the school’s first
freshman region winner in 24 years.
Composto (36-5) and Hoerle (31-8)
both had 30-win seasons, the first
ninth-graders in school history to ac-
complish that feat.

Football players Emmett Smith,
Sean Dwyer, Jordan Simpson, Isaiah
Reese, Tim Miller, and Russ Weber
all had regular spots in last winter’s
lineup. Freshman Jake Bencivenga
and much-improved senior Matt
Dente round out a strong squad.

The six lower weights provided a
26-0 advantage in team points Friday
against Scotch Plains. Bencivenga
(major), Composto (pin), Hoerle
(tech-fall), Gimblette (decision),
Silber (major) and Scanlon (decision)
were so good that it would be difficult
to pick which one was the most fun to
watch Friday night.

(Note: If Kurz remains WHS’s
coach until that group graduates in
2020 he will likely pass Gary Kehler
as the program’s winningest coach.
Kehler had 239 wins in 22 years,
while Kurz was at 204 after Friday
night.)

The middle of the lineup – Smith
(145), Dwyer (152), Simpson (160),
Reese (171) and Miller (182) – isn’t
too shabby either. Even those who
didn’t win their matches Friday had
some spectacular moments.

Weber, the team’s lone champion at
the Delaware Valley Tournament on
Dec. 16, and Brendan Loder, along
with Dente, will handle 195 and 220,
although “none of them are even le-
gitimate 195-pounders,” Kurz said.

Kurz’s best teams were in 2009
(16-2) and 2013 (19-2), which both
won District 11 titles. His 2012 team
went 20-6, setting a school record for
wins, finishing second in the county
and third at districts.

Longtime WHS wrestling coach Glen
Kurz has a new member on his team,
daughter Lily.

“This could be a very good sea-
son,” said Kurz, whose team will com-
pete at the Roselle Park Invitational
Friday. “We’re definitely a tough team
to prepare for. It’s nice to have 12 to
14 kids we know we can count on
every match.”

And how did Lily enjoy the experi-
ence? “She was impressed with our
conditioning,” Kurz said.

DID YOU KNOW?
WHS had its first wrestling teams

in 1939-40 (club status) and 1940-41
(varsity), under coach Harper Adams,
a mathematics teacher.

Westfield hosted the 1940 District
3 championships at Roosevelt Junior
High, finishing fourth – behind Union,
Springfield Regional (Jonathan Day-
ton) and Thomas Jefferson (Eliza-
beth), and ahead of Toms River. Cap-
tain Bert Silberg lost in the 155-pound
final.

In 1941 Adams’ boys went 0-7 as a
full-fledged varsity team, losing to

Roselle Park, Somerville, Washing-
ton (now Warren Hills) twice, Spring-
field Regional, Union and Bound
Brook. Harry Johnson, the 105-
pounder, got the first individual vic-
tory, and 145-pounder Bob
Hohenstein earned the first pin.

Adams went into the armed forces
during World War II and the program
was put on ice ... for 16 years, until it
was brought back to live during the
1957-58 school year by Gary Kehler.

SWIMMING UPDATE
The WHS girls team produced the

signature win under second-year
coach Steve Whittington last Friday,
a 96-74 upset of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, which came into the meet
unbeaten and ranked No. 5 in the
state.

“We had some big wins when I was
(coaching) at St. Joseph (Metuchen),
but this ranks right up there with any
of them,” said Whittington, whose
team has won five straight since an
opening loss to Bridgewater-Raritan.

WHS’s times Friday were signifi-
cantly faster than during that Dec. 1
setback.

“That was opening day,”
Whittington said. “You’re supposed
to keep improving, and that’s what we
are doing.”

Starting in 2014-15 season Scotch
Plains had taken over WHS’s role as

Union County’s dominant girls pro-
gram, and also on the state level. Now
this year’s county meet on Jan. 21 at
Rutgers figures to be a lot more inter-
esting.

The Raiders won seven events, but
the Blue Devils only took one (non-
scoring) sixth place, and used a bunch
of 2-3-4 to pull off the upset. Keeley
Thompson (50 free) and Muriel
Maloney (100 back) won individual
races for WHS, which also won the
200 and 400 free relays.

Eric Bebel’s wins in the 50 and 100
free plus anchor leg on the winning
medley relay, led the WHS boys to a
108-62 over the Raiders.

DINNER FOR THREE III
A couple of times over the last 12-

plus years – and 500-plus Dens – we
have reached out to our readers for
help. On Feb. 5, 2009 and again on
March 5, 2012, we did a Den listing
our readers and the three people, rela-
tives, athletes, writers, basically any-
one from any time in history, who
they would have liked to share a din-
ner table.

Just take five minutes to send an
email to bj1019@aol.com with your
name and the names of your three
guests, and it will appear in a Devil’s
Den sometime in 2018. Obviously,
there are only so many tables in the
restaurant, so this will be first-come,
first-served.

Sample: in the subject line, put “din-
ner.” Then, as an example: J.B.
Raymond: Chris Campbell, Joe Della
Badia Sr., Paul Robeson.

Anybody can reserve a table, be
they 5 years old or 95; a current,
future or past WHS student-athlete or
coach; a Scotch Plains or even a Clark
grad; living in town or in Bend, Ore.;
or just a reader who would like to see
their name in print with three famous
folks.

Deadline for seating is Jan. 25,
2018.

ON THIS DATE
1974: WHS finished second at the

Hunterdon Central Holiday Wrestling
Tournament for the second straight
year. Dave Brown (115 pounds),
Chuck Cosenza (135), Bill Hunziker
(141), Chris Harvey (188) and Jim
Howard (heavyweight) won their
weight classes.

1989: Sophomore quarterback
Dave Brown (WHS ’88) came off the
bench and completed 17 of 30 passes
for 268 yards and three touchdowns
in Duke’s 49-21 loss to Texas Tech in
the All-American Bowl in Birming-
ham, Ala.

(AROUND) THIS DATE
Dec. 27, 1975: Steve Brown, Dave

Tinnesz, Ron Sozio, Jerry Gottlick,
Joe Birmingham, Chuck Cosenza and
Bill Hunziker won individual titles as
WHS captured the first Union County
Wrestling Tournament.

Dec. 29, 1951: WHS grad Charles
Hemminger, a tackle at Princeton,
played for the North squad in its 20-
14 loss at the Blue-Grey Game in
Montgomery, Ala.

Dec. 29, 1951: WHS grad Gerry
McGinley, a linebacker at Penn,
played for the East squad in its 15-14
win at the East-West Shrine Game.

Dec. 31, 1981: WHS grad Butch
Woolfolk was named Most Valuable
Player of the 1981 Bluebonnet Bowl
after running for 186 yards in
Michigan’s 33-14 win over UCLA.

The Devil’s Den appears from time-
to-time in The Westfield Leader.

NATIELLO 16 PTS, CROWLEY 15 PTS, McDANIEL 14 PTS

Union’s Late 12-0 Run Downs
Blue Devil B-Ball Boys, 76-65

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Trailing 51-50 with less than a
minute remaining in the third quarter,
Jabri Lateef found an opening for a
quick layup which sparked a 12-0 run
that stretched three minutes into the
fourth quarter to steer the Union High
School boys basketball team on the
road to a 76-65 victory over the host-
ing Westfield Blue Devils on Decem-
ber 21. That run, along with another
run that overlapped from the first
quarter into the second, was assisted
by a breakdown in the Blue Devils’
defense, allowing the Farmers to get
second chances with offensive re-
bounds in addition to the Farmers’
ability to create turnovers.

Lateef finished with 15 points and
Derryen Whyte, who finished with 16
points, was the chief thief with four
steals and was also the key Farmer
under the boards with 10 rebounds.
The Farmers’ big outside threat was
DeAndrae McFarlane who banged
five 3-pointers and finished with 17
points.

The Blue Devils’ key offensive lead-
ers were seniors Adam McDaniel and
Mark Natiello, and junior Matt
Crowley. McDaniel (14 points, 2 re-
bounds, block) was fierce from the
outside and nailed four 3-pointers.
Natiello led the team with 16 points (1
3-pointer), pulled five rebounds, took
a charge and added a pair of assists.
Crowley scored 15 points and added
four rebounds, two steals and an as-
sist. Senior Luke Spellman (4 re-
bounds, tipped shot) sank a pair of 3-
pointers and pulled four rebounds.

“We definitely got to cut down on
turnovers. I know with Linden, we

had maybe 30 or a little less than that.
It’s not that we are not scoring well.
We are scoring 65 points almost 70
points a game. Defense is really where
it lies. We are giving up 75 points to a
team that can really shoot the ball
well but we should be keeping it to
like 50 points or under, So if we play
defense more, we can start beating
teams like this,” McDaniel stressed.

The Blue Devils worked the ball
around well early in the first quarter
and a pair of assists from junior
Sebastian Ferro (7 points, 3 assists)
that set up respective 3-pointers by
McDaniel and Griffin Rooney (5
points, 2 rebounds) earned them a 12-
6 lead before Union called a timeout
with 3:29 on the clock. From that
point, McFarlane hit his first 3-pointer
and the Farmers finished the quarter
with an 11-2 run that ended with
McFarlane’s second 3-pointer and a
17-14 Union lead.

The Farmers widened their lead
with a 3-pointer at the beginning of
the second quarter but the Blue Dev-
ils, with the help of two assists from
Michael Kane and another from Dylan
Jackson (4 rebounds, 2 assists), an-
swered with an 11-2 run of their own
to grab a 25-22 lead midway through.
Although the Blue Devils did miss a
few “cookies” they managed to win
the quarter, 18-17, to narrow the Farm-
ers’ lead to 34-32 at the half.

“We are a new team trying to find
our identity. Things like that are things
that will really start coming to us. We
got to keep practicing harder, keep
getting in the gym. Shots like those,
layups, are going to start falling,”
McDaniel replied.

Union’s Val Julien and McFarlane
each hit a 3-pointer early in the third
quarter but so did McDaniel, who
added another just a few minutes later.
Late in the quarter Spellman had the
hot hand and banged a pair of threes,
while Natiello rolled in a layup to put
Westfield in front by one, 51-50. From
that point, the Farmers began their
12-0 run that extended three minutes
into the final quarter making the score
62-51. The remainder of the game
consisted of a tradeoff of points and
the Blue Devils’ need to foul, which
allowed the Farmers to go to the line

and sink seven of eight free throws.
“Our coach preaches us to pass a

lot, so a lot of our offense is swinging
the ball, kicking out. When we are
doing that, we are at our best. That’s
what we need to do in the future. We
need to run our stuff. We need to find
open guys, hit shots. Obviously turn-
overs cost us games. We need to value
our ball. The guards, me, Adam,
Crowley, need to do a better job.
Wing guys also, we need to get open,”
Natiello said.

“I think we need to be better as a
team as a whole. We don’t play de-
fense as well as we should be playing
but I feel like it lies on the seniors a
lot. We have a really young team. Our
coach has put the program first, really
thinking about the future, so it’s up to
me and Mark to show them how to
play at this level. We need to show
them how to win games,” McDaniel
expressed.

“I agree with Adam. As seniors, we
got to be accountable. We had two
tough games in Linden and St. Mary’s.
Here Union is a good team but we just
got to be tough on the floor. Second
half they just out-toughed us. On the
defensive end, we are not holding
ourselves accountable and on the of-
fensive end, we really are not getting
to our offense as much as we like to,
trying to get better shots, better looks.
We just got to be tough and we got to
come out with hunger the next couple
of games,” Natiello said.

The road in Union County is quite
bunpy and it will not get any easier
with showdowns with perennial state-
ranked teams such as The Patrick
School and Roselle Catholic, two
meetings with Union Catholic and
Elizabeth, another meeting with St.
Mary’s and meetings with Plainfield,
a tough Scotch Plains-Fanwood team
and Rahway.

“They are top in the state again, St.
Mary’s, Linden, St. Patrick, Union
Catholic but as a team, we don’t want
to back down. We play in one of the
best counties I think in the country.
But we like that big stake. We like
playing against those big time ‘D-I’
guys, those top teams. We are trying
to give them a run this year. We like to
accept that challenge,” Natiello stated.
Union 17 17 21 21 76
Westfield 14 18 19 14 65

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1107
AWARDED TO: We Are One New Jer-

sey, Trenton, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide social and human

services that educate, empower and uplift
working families under We Are One New
Jersey

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$245,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1109
amending (Resolution No. 2017-612)
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law,

Woodland Park, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Eric Graham v. UC, et. als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1110
amending (Resolution No. 2017-699)
AWARDED TO: Weiner Law Group,

LLP, Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Farnia Bashaw  v. UC, et. als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1111
amending (Resolution No. 2016-229)
AWARDED TO: Weber Dowd Law,

Woodland Park, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Wanda Minch v. UC, et. als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$10,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1091
AWARDED TO: Acrisure LLC,

Woodbridge, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the provision of Health

Insurance Consultant and Voluntary Ben-
efits Services

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2020

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1043
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Arc of Union County $5,140.00
Community Access Unlimited

$15,333.00
Family Promise $7,327.00
Homefirst, Inc. $9,452.00
Jewish Family Services $3,990.00
Plainfield Area YMCA $9,604.28
PROCEED, Inc. $31,941.00
The Gateway Family YMCA

$23,750.00
The Salvation Army (Elizabeth)

$23,591.00
The Salvation Army (Plainfield)

$5,021.00
Trinitas Regional Medical Center

$3,950.00
United Family & Children’s Society

$10,454.00
SERVICE: to provide various activities,

programs and services that address the
self sufficiency needs of low income resi-
dents

PERIOD: January1, 2018-March 31,
2018

COSTS: in a total amount not to exceed
$149,553.28

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1087
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance

Company, Princeton, New Jersey
SERVICE: to renew the Cornerstone

Behavioral Health Hospital-Medical Mal-
practice Policy, General and Professional
Liability Umbrella Policy, and Excess Um-
brella Liability Policy

PERIOD: December 15, 2017-Decem-
ber 14, 2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$110,881.02.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1044
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
$112,976.00

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less $131,507.00
Gateway Family YMCA $73,563.00
Homefirst, Inc. $194,294.00
Plainfield Area YMCA $138,457.00
PROCEED, Inc. $119,152.00
Urban League of Union County

$31,879.00
SERVICE: by providing emergency shel-

ter, motel/hotel nights, rent/mortgage as-
sistance, utility assistance, food assistance

PERIOD: January 1, 2018- December
31, 2018

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $852,311.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1056
amending (Resolution No. 2017-756)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Bridgway Rehabilitation Services
$94,758.00

Center Stone Community Wellness
$50,200.00

CURA, Inc. $62,120.00
New Hope Foundation $187,437.00
Organization for Recovery $16,500.00
Prevention Links $132,611.00
PROCEED $114,008.00
Trinitas RMC $115,168.00
Turning Point $165,672.00

SERVICE: to provide treatment pro-
grams to medically indigent, low-income
Union County families

PERIOD: January1, 2018-March 31,
2018

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $12,120.00 for a new Spending Plan
total not to exceed $938,474.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1058
amending (Resolution No. 2017-401)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Jewish Family Service $246,621.00
Center For Hope Hospice $166,975.00
SAGE, Eldercare $70,855.00
Visiting Nurse & Health Services

$37,024.00
SERVICE: to provide Hospice & Home

Care services to frail persons 60 years of
age

COSTS: for a new total of $521,475.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1104
AWARDED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Cranford, New Jersey

SERVICE: for the purpose of providing
general economic development services
to private businesses within the County of
Union

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1103
AWARDED TO: Winning Strategies,

Washington/Hoboken Strategy Group,
Washington, DC

SERVICE: to provide comprehensive
Federal Government Relations/Lobbying
services to the County of Union

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$300,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HIS MOVE...Blue Devil senior Adam McDaniel, No. 12, makes his move toward the basket in the game against
the Union Farmers in Westfield on December 21. McDaniel hit four 3-pointers and finished with 14 points.

More
photos
at
goleader.com
Ballyhoo
Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

CRUSE PUTS UP 16 PTS, DRUBULIS 13 PTS, BRADY 11 PTS

Raiders ‘Cruse’ to 48-35 Win
Over Summit in Boys’ Hoops

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team defeated
the Summit Hilltoppers, 48-35, in a
game played on December 19 at
Scotch Plains High School. The Raid-
ers were paced by senior Lamont
Cruse who led all scorers with 16
points. Fellow senior Tommy Drubulis
chipped in with 13 points, including

three 3-pointers as the Raiders im-
proved to 2-0 on the season and got an
early leg up on an expected fellow
contender in the Union County Con-
ference Valley Division.

“Tonight’s game was a big early-
season win for us,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Head Coach Steve Siracusa.
“We can still get better and we will.
We will need for our seniors to lead us
on and off the court. They will set the
tone with their energy and their effort
like they did tonight.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood has re-

turned a veteran team this season de-
spite the graduation losses of players
like Nigel Nelson, Teddy Willmot
and the absence of Cooper Heisey, a
senior who opted not to play this year.
Against Summit, the core of returning
senior talent was on full display and
helped the Raiders separate from a
stubborn Hilltopper challenge in the
second half.

“It is a next man up mentality,” said

Cruse. “We try to approach it like that
each game. We have a goal of winning
the conference and it starts with play-
ing good defense. We set as a goal to
hold them under 40 points tonight and
we were able to do that.”

Summit struggled all game against
a tough Scotch Plains-Fanwood de-
fense. The Raiders disrupted the Sum-
mit perimeter game with high pres-
sure and they got good interior de-
fense from senior Jack Brady and
sophomore newcomer Justin Guy. Still
Summit managed to emerge from the
first quarter with a 10-7 lead.

The tone of the game changed in
the second quarter though as the Raid-
ers began to gain control the boards
against the Hilltoppers to go along
with a stifling defensive effort. The
Raiders held Summit to just three
points in the second quarter, while

scoring 11 themselves to take an 18-
13 lead at the half.

“We work on team rebounding ev-
ery day at practice,” said Drubulis.
“We stress the idea that everyone has
to get to the glass if we are going to
have success.”

Summit stayed close in the third
quarter, never falling behind by more
than eight points. Malcolm
Sidebottom’s baseline three-point

bomb helped the Hilltoppers pull to
within five points, down 31-26 as
they ended the third quarter. The Raid-
ers finally began to pull away at the
start of the fourth quarter. An inside
basket by Cruse was followed by a
fastbreak dunk from senior Dwight
Laylor that gave Scotch Plains-
Fanwood a 35-26 lead with 6:34 to
play in regulation.

A three-point basket by Brady fol-
lowed by back-to-back baskets from
Cruse were part of an 11-3 run that
helped the Raiders blow out to a 42-
29 lead with just over two minutes
remaining. Summit could not cut into
the deficit and eventually fell 48-35.

Brady finished with 11 points for
the raiders. Sidebottom led Summit
with 11 points. Summit (1-1) drained
nine three-point shots in the contest.
Summit 10   3 13   9 35
Sc Pl-Fanwood   7 11 13 17 48

MYHRE NETS 15 PTS, WALDNER 9 PTS, BUDRIES 8 PTS

Roselle’s 2nd-Half Surge Sinks
Cougars in Basketball, 65-55

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spreading the wealth with near per-
fection when it came to points, assists
and rebounds worked out very well
for the Cranford High School boys
basketball team in the first half of its
game with the visiting Roselle Rams
on December 19. But the Rams stepped
up their pace in the second half, add-
ing a pair of 8-0 runs and finishing
with a 9-1 run to emerge with a 65-55
victory.

The well-designed coordination
among the Cougars earned them an
18-13 lead by the end of the first
quarter, which included a 3-point bomb
at the buzzer by Hunter Goff, who
finished with six rebounds, an assist
and a steal. The remainder of the points
were spread among five Cougars.
Anders Myhre (3 assists, 2 rebounds)
sank three of his team-leading 15
points, Jack Carroll (assist, block, re-
bound) had three points and Cole
Blazek (6 points, assist, 3 rebounds,
block, steal) had three points. Brian
Waldner, who finished with three as-
sists, hit four of his nine points in the
quarter, and Anthony Araujo (5 points,
3 rebounds, steal) added two points.

The Rams actually secured a 12-8
lead in the quarter until Carroll sank a
free throw that sparked a 9-0 Cougar
run. Blazek finished the run with a
driving layup that drew a foul, which
allowed him to sink the free throw.

After the Rams sank a 2-pointer, Goff
banged his 3-pointer.

The Cougars won the second quar-
ter, 16-12, to take a 34-25 lead at the
half. Matt Medeiros (6 points, 5 re-
bounds, assist) was very active offen-
sively and defensively with four points
and four rebounds. Araujo and Blazek
each hit a 3-pointer, while Colin
Budries (8 points, 4 rebounds, 3 as-
sists, tipped pass, steal), Waldner and
Myhre each added two points.

Budries’ successful driving layup
eary in the third quarter prompted the
Rams to call a timeout with the score
38-29 Cranford. After Myhre sank a
pair of free throws, the Rams began
their first 8-0 run to narrow the mar-
gin to 40-37. Isaiah Chase, who led
the Rams with 21 points, began the
run with a layup and ended it with a
pair of free throws. By the end of the
quarter, the Cougars were clinging to
a 44-42 lead.

But the real killer came very early
in the fourth quarter when Taylor
Porter (12 points) quickly sank a pair
of 3-pointers that was followed by a
layup, putting the Rams in front, 50-
44. With the help of respective  3-
pointers from Myhre and Waldner
and layups from Medeiros and
Budries, the Cougars closed the gap
to 56-54 but the Rams answered with
a 9-1 finale, which included hitting
five free throws.

“I think we played well as a team in
the first half. It was all about the team
spreading the ball around. The sec-
ond half we fell off a little bit. We will
have to rebound on Thursday, getting
back as a team, sharing the wealth,”
Budries said.

“We definitely played well in the
first half but we are a very young team
and for a lot of us, this is our first
varsity minutes. We look to improve
going forward against a lot of good
teams,” Myhre added.

The 8-0 runs in the second half
surely seemed to affect the Cougars’
rhythm.

“Basketball is a game of runs. We
go through these spurts where we
don’t play defense, we don’t get back
and we have to work harder in prac-
tice. It could be a conditioning issue.
It could be a lapse. We have to get
after it,” Myhre said.

“We definitely showed some weak-
ness and we will have to work on
spurts with our defense at practice
tomorrow. We will definitely be bet-
ter at that and control what the other
team is doing and playing to our
strengths,” Budries said.

“Coach [Ryan] Huber said the game
was going to be won within the first
three minutes of the game or in the
second half and that’s what happened,”
Myhre said.

“We fell off in the fourth quarter
and didn’t respond well. It definitely
cost us the game,” Budries added.

Free throws also played a major
role in the outcome. The Rams went
to the line and sank 16 of 22 shots,
while the Cougars struggled, hitting
just six of 15 free throws.

“We definitely will be more fo-
cused on that in practive. We are
going to get better at that in the long
term,” Budries expressed.

“I definitely missed my fair share
today but not next time,” Myhre prom-
ised.

Cougar Matt Fonseca contributed
three rebounds, an assist and a steal.
Jim Alderman bucketed 17 points and
LaMar Moore added eight points for
the 1-1 Rams.
Roselle 13 12 17 23 65
Cranford 18 16 10 11 55

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1092
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychologi-

cal Associates, P.A., Ridgewood, New
Jersey

SERVICES: for the provision of Psycho-
logical Evaluation Services (Fitness Duty
Examinations) for the Department of Ad-
ministrative Services (Personnel) and the
Department of Correctional Services

PERIOD: January 1, 2018-December
31, 2018

COSTS: for a total amount  not to ex-
ceed $69,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1085
AWARDED TO: International

Healthcare Services/Healthplex,
Uniondale, New York

SERVICE: to provide dental insurance
PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,

2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$325,000 per year for three years for a
total amount not to exceed of $975,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1106
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater

Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide support and op-

eration of the Family Success Center in
Rahway, New Jersey

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$266,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1038
AWARDED TO: Medical Practitioners
SERVICES TO: to provide additional

professional psychiatric medical services
to patients of Cornerstone Behavioral
Health Hospital of Union County

PERIOD: January 1, 2018-March 31,
2018

COSTS: in an amount  not to exceed
$16,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1086
AWARDED TO: Specialty Under-

writer, Oak Creek, Wisconsin
SERVICE: this policy provides cover-

age for maintenance costs for electronic
office equipment due to mechanical failure

PERIOD: January 1, 2018-December
31, 2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$210,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Roselle Catholic Tops
Cougar Cagers, 64-44
Trailing 29-24 at the half, the

Roselle Catholic High School girls
basketball team erupted with 27 points
in the third quarter, while holding the
Cranford Cougars to just three en
route to a 64-44 triumph in Roselle on
December 19. Tyara McQueen netted
19 points and had nine assists for the
Lady Lions, while Taniya Hanner had
17 points and 12 rebounds, and Jess
Encarnacion added 15 points.

Camryn Wichelns led the Cougars
with 17 points. Lauren Santarelli sank
nine points and Charlotte VanWhy
netted six points, while Caroline
McCaffrey and Lauren Williamson
each bucketed four points. Caroline
Kelly and Olivia Speer each added
two points.
Cranford 10 19   3 12 44
Roselle Catholic 13 11 27 13 64

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1089
AWARDED TO: ComPsych, Chicago,

Illinois
SERVICES: for the provision of a com-

prehensive Employee Assistance Program
(EAP) to County and their family

PERIOD: January 1, 2018-December
31, 2018

COSTS: at an amount  not to exceed
$54,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TWO STARS OF THE GAME...Raider Lamont Cruse, No. 2, scored 16 points and Tommy Drubulis, No. 4, scored 13 points
three 3-pointers in the conference game against the Summit Hilltoppers on December 19. The Raiders won 48-35.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HARD DRIVE TO THE BASKET...Cougar Anders Myhre, left, drives to the basket in the fourth quarter against the Roselle
Rams on December 19. The Rams had a strong second-half surge to defeat the Cougars, 65-55.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable
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Westfield Girls Upset Raiders in Swimming Duel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

JOHNSON-MILSTEIN NETS 2; BIGLIN, RITTENDALE 1 EACH

Blue Devil Icemen Out-Skate
Watchung Hills Warriors, 4-1

Photo courtesy of James Finver

MOVING DOWN THE ICE...Blue Devil Andrew Johnson-Milstein skates down
the ice in the game against Watchung Hills.

The Westfield High School varsity
ice hockey team did not want to head
into the holiday break with a bad
feeling about their season. After a
tough loss to Summit earlier in the
week it would have been easy to expe-
rience a letdown against Watchung
Hills High School, a state finalist last
year. Senior Andrew Johnson-Milstein
was not about to let that happen.

Johnson-Milstein led a spirited ef-
fort by the Blue Devils to defeat the
Warriors, 4-1, before a packed house
at Rock Ice in Dunellen. In scoring two
goals for Westfield Johnson-Milstein
was named the Barstool Sports player
of the game. He was modest about his
play and said it was a team effort, “The
boys really got it going in the locker
room before the game and we carried
that out on to the ice.”

Westfield also collected goals from
seniors Sean “big goal” Biglin and
captain Matt Rittendale. Earlier in the
week Rittendale was named the
Allstate Westfield Athlete of the Week.

Dishing out assists for Westfield in
the Watchung Hills game were Bryce
Dannevig, Anthony Oliveri, Tanner
Devin and the omnipresent, smooth
skating Kenneth Meyer who had two
dimes in the tilt.

Junior goalie CJ Duffy had a rela-
tively easy night at the office stopping
20 of 21 shots. The shutdown defense
was led by Devin who continued to
deliver his unique brand of terror and
assault to would-be goal scorers. For
the game Westfield outshot Watchung
Hills 45 to 21.

It was apparent that both teams
benefited from the enthusiastic and
vocal fans surrounding the rink. “The
crowd was electric,” said Johnson-
Milstein, “and we really fed off the
energy.”

Westfield Head Coach Joe Bertucci
was pleased with his squad’s effort.
“It was a great win for the team”
Bertucci said, adding, “Watchung
Hills is a good young team, our boys
showed they can play well in a high-
tempo game.”

The lone goal for Watchung Hills
was scored by Ethan Gottlick on a nifty
pass from Liam Feeley. Brian Scopel
made 41 saves for the Warriors.

Westfield heads into the break with
a solid 5-2-1 start to its season and
should be feeling good about its game
heading into the next portion of the

campaign.
Follow the WHS boys varsity ice

hockey team on Twitter
(@westfieldpuck) for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s

activities. Fans can also visit the team
website (westfieldicehockey.net) to
see the schedule of upcoming games.
Come on out and support the WHS
boys varsity ice hockey team!

and Katie Bromberg 1:57.17) place
in the order.

Dee Dee Maizes got the first of her
two individual wins when she touched
first in the 200 freestyle (1:57.27)
finishing ahead of Westfield’s Emma
Conlon (1:58.54) and Julia McGann
(1:59.78). Rachel Maizes won the
200 IM (2:14.40) clocking in ahead
of Westfield’s McKinney. The team
score was tied, 23-23, after the IM.

Westfield scored its first big break
in the 50 free where Thompson’s win
(24.85) combined with teammate
Marcelina Krowinska’s second place
(25.80) helped the Blue Devils col-
lect 11 points and take a 34-28 lead
into the break.

Raider Frazier captured the 100
butterfly (59.42) but once again, the

Blue Devils earned valuable points
when Natalie Lee (1:00.03) and
McKinney (1:00.52) touched 2-3,
respectively.

In the 100 free, Dee Dee Maizes
claimed her second win (53.89) but
Maloney (54.66) and Thompson
(55.33) went 2-3 to prevent the Raid-
ers from gaining any ground. Trailing,
50-44, Raider Head Coach Jess Hulnik
turned to Rachel Maizes in the 500
free. Maizes responded by winning
the event in 5:20.08. Westfield’s
Conlon (5:22.90) and McGann
(5:24.54) were second and third.

“We weren’t where I wanted us to be
as far as point totals,” said Coach
Hulnik. “So we looked to Rachel to
gain us some points there. She is a very
versatile swimmer and it was a last
minute move but she answered the call
and won the event. It was just a situa-
tion where you knew you needed points
and you turn to one of your best swim-
mers to try and get them.”

Westfield answered in a big way
though in the 200 free relay where
Thompson, McKinney, Krowinska
and Conlon won in 1:41.36 edging
the Raiders Rachel Maizes, Megan
Small, Olivia Barcia and Dee Dee
Maizes (1:42.67). When McGann,
Cash, Erin McAndrew and Bromberg
(1:44.64) got third place, the Blue
Devils extended their lead to 67-57.

Maloney turned in an impressive
performance, capturing first in the
100 back (59.25) ahead of Raider
Frazier (1:01.22) and Blue Devil
Natalie Lee (1:04.05).

“Our depth was so important to-

day,” said Maloney. “It seemed like
we were grabbing the 2-3-4 spots
throughout the meet and that allowed
me and some of the other girls to do
what we needed to do. It was a total
team effort.”

Raider Dunchus took the 100 breast
(1:11.10) ahead of Krowinska (1:14.34)
and Jenna Daniel (1:14.42). Westfield
went into the final race, the 400 free
relay, holding an 86-70 lead. They put a
punctuation mark on their thorough per-
formance when Maloney, Lee, McGann
and Conlon took first in 3:42.67 ahead of
Dee Dee Maizes, Barcia, Caroline War-
ren and Frazier (3:50.33).

“Westfield swam very well as a
team today,” said Hulnik. “They re-
ally deserved the victory. We’ll see
them again.”

When it became clear that Westfield
had earned the overall team points
victory, several of the Blue Devil
swimmers erupted into tearful cel-
ebration.

“For the seniors on this team, this
was our final chance to get a win
against them,” said Maloney. “It hit us
all at once when we managed to do it.
We knew that we could do it. This team
has a very strong freshman class and
they contributed in a big way for us.”

THANKS FROM THE PAL...Outgoing Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
First lady Debbie Skibitsky are congratulated by Westfield PAL President John
Dugan and his wife Maureen for their support of the PAL at the recent PAL
Executive Board Holiday Dinner.

Westfield PAL Completes Year
Of Helping Community Youth

The Westfield PAL once again fin-
ished another year of making a differ-
ence in the local community, as well
as neighboring towns. In addition to
very successful seasons of football,
flag football, cheerleading, wrestling,
girls basketball, crew, volleyball and
the mentoring program at Westfield
High School, the PAL also conducted
a number of fundraising programs
and charitable events, which helped
raise money for various organizations.

The PAL program worked with the
high school flag football program to
help raise money for the New Jersey
Special Olympics. The PAL also con-
ducted the annual holiday food and
coat drive, which benefitted St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth. The annual Susan G.

Komen Breast Cancer Women’s Flag
Football tournament was once again a
huge success as over $5,000 was raised
for this organization.

The PAL program also continued
to donate equipment to PAL organi-
zations in other local surrounding
communities. A number of PAL youth
volunteered at numerous organiza-
tions throughout the year, including
the New Jersey Food Bank in Hill-
side.

The Westfield PAL is holding its
first ever cocktail party and
fundraising event on Saturday
evening, February 3 at 7 p.m. at
Shackamaxon Country Club. Cost is
$75 per person and includes four-
hour open bar, great food, a live band
and silent auction. Questions, please
email: jduganjr@comcast.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, January 8, 2018 at 7:30 PM in the
Town of Westfield Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, a PUBLIC HEAR-
ING will be held by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Town of Westfield for
amended Preliminary and Final Site Plan
and Variance approvals: Density: 8 units
per acre maximum, 8.39 units per acre
proposed, §11.19E.3; Minimum tract area:
2 acres required, 1.55 (67,469 square feet)
acres proposed, §11.19E.1: Rear to rear
wall setbacks between buildings: 60 feet
required, 18.78 previously approved, 18.05
feet proposed, §11.19E.6(b); Affordable
housing units:  3 required, 0 proposed on
this property to be included on another
property in the Town of Westfield,
§11.19F.1; Maximum wall height: 4 feet
allowed, 5 feet previously approved, 5 feet
proposed, §12.08C; and for such other
variances, relief and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the PUBLIC HEARING
on the Application submitted by the Appli-
cant/Owner, Westfield Crossing, LLC, for
the properties located at 314 Myrtle Av-
enue & 321 Grove Street East, Block 4006,
Lots 2 & 3 on the Tax Map of the Town of
Westfield. The properties are located in
the RA-5B Zone which permits the pro-
posed use. The Applicant is proposing
amendments to a 2013 approval to con-
struct 13 townhouse units with related site
improvements for the residential develop-
ment.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney and
present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans are on
file and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION in the office of the Administrative
Secretary of the Zoning Board, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, dur-
ing that office’s normal business hours.

HEHL & HEHL, P.C.
Attorneys for the Applicants/Owner

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1093
AWARDED TO: ComPsych, Chicago,

Illinois
SERVICES: for the provision of a com-

prehensive State and Federal Family Leave
Administration Program to County employ-
ees

PERIOD: January 1, 2018-December
31, 2018

COSTS: at an amount  not to exceed
$46,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1084
AWARDED TO: Delta Dental and Flag-

ship Health Systems, Parsippany, New
Jersey

SERVICE: to provide Dental Coverage
PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,

2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$1,500,000.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1094
AWARDED TO: Practice Associates

Medical Group, Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the providing Pre-

Employment Medical Examinations, drug
screenings and other related medical ser-
vices to the County of Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2018- December
31, 2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$109,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1057
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to provide program services

for youth and families involved in the Juve-
nile Justice System

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-
ceed $117,800.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1039
AWARDED TO: Medical Practitioners
SERVICES TO: to provide professional

medical services for the Cornerstone Be-
havioral Health Hospital patients

PERIOD: January 1, 2018-March 31,
2018

COSTS: in an amount  not to exceed
$15,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1063
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Produc-

tions Hoboken, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the management and pro-

duction of the 2018 Summer Concerts for
the County of Union

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$102,065.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1064
AWARDED TO: This Is It! Produc-

tions Hoboken, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the management and pro-

duction of the 2018 Rhythm and Blues by
the Brook at Cedar Brook Park, Plainfield,
New Jersey

PERIOD: June 2, 2018
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:

$144,100.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1112
AWARDED TO: Schwartz, Simon,

Edelstein & Celsco of Whippany, New
Jersey

SERVICES TO: as special counsel in a
matter relating to the Mind and Body project

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/21/17
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2017-1105
AWARDED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Cranford, New Jersey

SERVICE: to provide procurement, train-
ing and technical assistance to private
businesses within the County of Union

PERIOD: January1, 2018-December 31,
2018

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $23.97

Blue Devils Trample
Farmer Matmen, 61-6
The Westfield High School wres-

tling team opened its season with a
61-6 victory over the Union Farmers
in Westfield on December 20. The
Blue Devils yielded only a forfeit to
JaQuan Robinson at 285-lbs.

WESTFIELD 61, UNION 6:
106: — Jake Bencivenga won forfeit
113: — Luke Hoerle tf Liam Grahl, 18-2
120: — Quinn Gimblette md Mike
Cross, 21-8
126: — no match
132: — Jeremy Silber p Wesley
Balesteros, 1:43
138: — Luke Scanlon p Elijah Waldron,
2:36
145: — Theo Dardia md Mike Weber,
16-3
152: — Sean Dwyer p Abdurahman
Oudeh, 1:21
160: — Jordan Simpson p Christian
Rodrigues, :55
170: — Isaiah Reese won forfeit
182: — Russ Weber d Evan
Evangelista, 3-2
195: — Matt Dente p Dan Torres, 5:23
220: — Brendan Loder d Bobby
Emmanuel, 2-1
Hwt: — Robinson (U) won forfeit

Raiders Fall to Tigers;
Wipe Out Orange Matmen

Cr. Cougars Unsettle
Pioneer Matmen, 76-6
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team lost only one bout in a 76-
6 victory over the New Providence
Pioneers on December 20. Pioneer
Owen Smith won by 3:45 fall over
Dan Swanson at 160-lbs

Jimmy Gluck (106), Pat Kalnins
(120), Al DeChillo (126), Dean Smith
(132) and Matt Doran (170) recorded
falls. Conor Halpin (138) won by 17-
0 technical fall in 5:38 and Rob Schork
(220) won a 3-1 sudden victory over
Nadeen ElMahroukey. Will
Fernandez (113), AJ Bencivenga
(145), Kyell Roper (152), Chuck
Fabian (182), Dylan Budnik (195)
and Matt Savino (285) won by forfeit.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team were defeated
47-24 by the highly touted South
Plainfield Tigers on December 18 but
had a much easier time with a 66-10
victory over Orange on December 19.

Against the Tigers, Nick Palazzollo
pinned Divon Pender in 5:18 at 170-
lbs and Mike Fleck pinned Frank
Mannino in 2:10 at 113-lbs. Sam
Wustefeld received a fofeit at 195-lbs
and Kyle Robinson received a forfeit
at 120-lbs. At 145-lbs, Raider Jack
Cannon dropped a tough 4-0 decision
to Joe Sacco and Alex Oslislo dropped
a 5-4 decision to Brenden Hedden at
182-lbs.

Tiger Anthony White pinned Andre
Carinhas in 1:28 at 106-lbs. Joe
Heilman pinned Jeremy Lenart in 33
seconds at 126-lbs, Tom Fierro
claimed a 10-4 decision over Jacob

Perone at 132-lbs and Alex Amato
won by 12-4 major decision over
Bobby Root at 138-lbs. At 152-lbs,
Mike Marrero pinned Mike Ramos in
3:16. Marc Giordano won a 10-2
major decision over Zach Fleischman
at 160-lbs. Luke Niemeyer pinned
Liam Hickey in 1:09 at 220-lbs and
Zach DelVecchio pinned Bobby
Mount in 1:05 at 285-lbs.

The Raiders lost only two bouts
against Orange and recorded eight
pins, a technical fall, a major deci-
sion, a decision and a forfeit.

SPF 66, ORANGE 10:
106: — Kyle Rigney (S) md Merlin Senat,
19-9
113: — Fleck p Seddy Clark, 1:44
120: — Robinson sv Pierre Senat, 13-12
126: — Ebenson Mecenat (O) md
Lenart, 16-8
132: — Perone p Joe Menjivar, 3:22
138: — Root p Darsen Jean, 1:32
145: — Cannon tf Alterry Devalon, 22-
6, 3:19
152: — Harrison Wustefeld won forfeit
160: — Ramos p Marvin Walker, 1:39
170: — Geraldo Raymond (O) p Tom
Ryan, 2:48
182: — Oslislo p Josue Pantaleon, 1:44
195: — Declan Cassidy p Alfredo
Sanchez, 1:39
220: — Wustefeld p Tashon May, :46
Hwt: — Walt Thomas p Roy Tsafack, 1:04

Blue Devil Keglers Shut Out
Rahway, Fall to Raiders, 5-2
The Westfield High School bowl-

ing team shutout the Rahway Indians,
7-0, on December 19 but dropped a 5-
2 decision in its second meeting with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
on December 20. The Blue Devils
outpinned Rahway, 2,590-2,003, but
lost in total pins to the Raiders, 2,869-
2,767.

Blue Devil Dylan Kurstedt rolled
the high series of 551 against the
Indians with respective games of 205,
176, 170. Will Shepherd rolled games
of 176, 195, 168 for a 539 total. Jake
Varakian rolled a 205, 153 and a 162
for a 520 series. Jon Silva rolled 159,
185 and 145 for a 489 total. Joe
Wirtshafter rolled a 162 and a 156,
and Trey Rabinowitz rolled a 162.

The Blue Devils won Game 1
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood but
the Raiders came roaring back to win

the next two games and the team total.
Kurstedt rolled the high series and
had the high game in the setback to
the Raiders. Kurstedt had respective
games of 244, 207 and 202 for a 653
total. Shepard had games of 216, 162
and 181 for a 559 total. Jason
Glickstein rolled games of 186, 181
and 175 for a 542 total. Varakian
rolled a 223, 152 and 143 for a 518
total. Silva rolled a 204, 148 and a
143 for a 495 total.

Dan Grambor rolled the high series
for the Raiders with a 621, which
included games of 216, 189 and 216.
Ben Fox rolled a 224, 197 and 191 for
a 612 series. Mike Bonnell rolled a
202, 203 and a 204 for a 609 series.
Jim Bagdonas rolled a 186, 167 and
195 for a 548 total and Dave Chango
rolled a 149, 190 and 140 for a 479
total.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BACKSTROKE PHASE OF THE 200MR..Blue Devil Keeley Thompson works the backstroke phase of the 200-medley relay
in the meet with Scotch Plains-Fanwood at the Westfield “Y” on December 22. Thompson did win the 50-freestyle event.
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Blue Devil Boys Sink Raiders in Swim Showdown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Top Raiders in ‘Pin Cancer’ Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF SALE
$9,700,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS

(Book-Entry Only) (Bank-Qualified)
(Non-Callable) (Parity Bid)

DATED
January 15, 2018

The Township of Cranford, in the County of Union, a municipal corporation of the State
of New Jersey (the “Township”), hereby invites ELECTRONIC BIDS VIA PARITY AND
SEALED PROPOSALS for the purchase of its $9,700,000 General Improvement Bonds,
dated January 15, 2018 (the “Bonds”).

ELECTRONIC BIDS VIA PARITY AND SEALED PROPOSALS will be received and
publicly opened and announced by the Chief Financial Officer in the Municipal Building,
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, on January 17, 2018 at 11:00 o’clock
A.M. (local time).

The Bonds comprise an issue of bonds payable on January 15 in each year (without
the right of prior redemption) as follows:

$970,000 in each of the years 2019 to 2028, inclusive.
To the extent any instructions or directions set forth in PARITY conflict with this Notice

of Sale, the terms of this Notice of Sale shall control. For further information about
PARITY, potential bidders may contact Ipreo at 1359 Broadway, 2nd Floor, New York,
New York 10018, telephone (212) 849-5021.

The Bonds shall be issued in registered form by means of a book-entry system with no
physical distribution of bond certificates made to the public. One bond certificate for each
maturity will be issued to The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York (“DTC”)
and immobilized in its custody. The book-entry system will evidence ownership of the
Bonds in the principal amount of $5,000 or any integral multiple thereof, with transfers of
ownership effected on the records of DTC and its participants pursuant to rules and
procedures established by DTC and its participants. The successful bidder, as a condition
to delivery of the Bonds, shall be required to deposit the bond certificates with DTC,
registered in the name of Cede & Co., its nominee. Interest on the Bonds will be payable
on each January 15 and July 15, commencing July 15, 2018 (each, an “Interest Payment
Date”), in each year until maturity, and principal of the Bonds will be payable, at maturity,
by payment of immediately available funds by the Bond Registrar/Paying Agent to DTC
or its nominee as registered owner of the Bonds. Transfer of principal and interest to
participants of DTC will be the responsibility of DTC. Transfer of principal and interest to
beneficial owners will be the responsibility of the DTC participants and other nominees
of the beneficial owners. The Township will not be responsible or liable for such transfers
of payments or for maintaining, supervising or reviewing the records maintained by DTC,
its participants or persons acting through such participants.

In the event (a) DTC determines not to continue to act as securities depository for the
Bonds or (b) the Township determines that continuation of the book-entry system of
evidence and transfer of ownership of the Bonds would adversely affect the interests of
the beneficial owners of the Bonds, the Township will discontinue the book-entry system
with DTC. If the Township fails to identify another qualified securities depository to replace
DTC, the Township will deliver replacement bonds in the form of fully registered
certificates.

The Bonds are general obligations of the Township and are secured by a pledge of the
full faith and credit of the Township for the payment of the principal thereof and the interest
thereon. The Bonds are payable, if not paid from other sources, from ad valorem taxes
to be levied upon all the real property taxable within the Township without limitation as to
rate or amount.

Each proposal submitted must name the rate or rates of interest per annum to be borne
by the Bonds bid for, and the rate or rates named must be a multiple of 1/8th or 1/20th of
one percentum (1%). The interest payable with respect to each Bond on any one date will
be evidenced by a single rate of interest. Not more than one rate may be named for Bonds
of the same maturity. There is no limitation on the number of rates that may be named.
If more than one rate of interest is named, no interest rate named for any maturity may
be less than the interest rate named for any prior maturity. Each proposal submitted must
be for all of the Bonds offered and the purchase price specified must not be less than
$9,700,000 nor more than $9,797,000. The Bonds will be awarded to the bidder on whose
bid the total loan may be made at the lowest net interest cost, such net interest cost shall
be computed, as to each bid, by adding to the total principal amount of Bonds bid for
(which shall be all of the Bonds offered) the total interest cost to maturity in accordance
with such bid and by deducting therefrom the amount of premium, if any, bid, which
premium shall not exceed $97,000 (1% of par). No proposal shall be considered which
offers to pay an amount less than the principal amount of Bonds offered for sale or under
which the total loan is made at an interest cost higher than the lowest net interest cost to
the Township under any legally acceptable proposal. The Township reserves its right to
reject all bids, and any bid not complying with the material terms of this notice will be
rejected. The Township reserves the right to waive defects it deems non-material, in its
sole discretion.

The successful bidder must pay accrued interest from the date of the Bonds to the date
of delivery. No interest will be paid upon the deposit made by the successful bidder. The
Bonds will be authenticated by the Chief Financial Officer, acting as Bond Registrar/
Paying Agent for the Bonds.

Sealed proposals should be addressed to the undersigned Chief Financial Officer, and
enclosed in a sealed envelope marked on the outside “Proposal for Bonds”. A good faith
deposit (the “Deposit”) in the form of a cash wire or a certified, treasurer’s or cashier’s
check drawn upon a bank or trust company in the amount of $194,000, payable to the
order of the TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, is required for each bid to be considered.  If a
cash wire is used, the wire must be received by the Township no later than 11:00 A.M. on
January 17, 2018.  If a cash wire is utilized, each bidder must notify the Township of its
intent to use such cash wire prior to 11:00 A.M. on January 17, 2018, and must provide
proof of electronic transfer of such cash wire prior to 11:00 A.M. on January 17, 2018 (with
return wiring instructions). Wire instructions for the Township can be obtained by
contacting the Chief Financial Officer (Lavona Patterson (908) 709-7250) or the Township’s
Bond Counsel (Steven Rogut or Peter Calhoun (908) 931-1150).  If a check is used, it must
accompany the bid or be received by the undersigned Chief Financial Officer prior to the

opening of bids. Each bidder accepts responsibility for delivering such cash wire or check
on time and the Township is not responsible for any cash wire or check that is not received
on time. Checks or wires of unsuccessful bidders will be returned upon the award of the
Bonds. No interest on the Deposit will accrue to the successful bidder.  The Deposit will
be applied in part payment for the Bonds or to partially secure the Township from any loss
resulting from the failure of the successful bidder to comply with the terms of its bid.

Award of the Bonds to the successful bidder or rejection of all bids is expected to be
made within two hours after opening of the bids, but such successful bidder may not
withdraw its proposal until after 3:00 p.m. (local time) of the day of such bid-opening and
then only if such award has not been made prior to the withdrawal.

It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers will be printed on the Bonds, but
neither the failure to print such number on any Bond nor any error with respect thereto
shall constitute cause for a failure or refusal by the successful bidder thereof to accept
delivery of and pay for the Bonds in accordance with its contractual obligations arising
from the acceptance of its proposal for the purchase of the Bonds. All expenses in relation
to the printing of CUSIP numbers on the Bonds shall be paid for by the Township;
provided, however, that the CUSIP Service Bureau charge for the assignment of said
numbers shall be the responsibility of and shall be paid for by the successful bidder.

The Bonds shall be delivered on or about January 26, 2018 at the office of Rogut
McCarthy LLC, Cranford, New Jersey (“Bond Counsel”), or at such other place as may
be determined by the successful bidder and the Township.  PAYMENT FOR THE BONDS
AT THE TIME OF ORIGINAL ISSUANCE AND DELIVERY SHALL BE IN IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE FUNDS.

A preliminary Official Statement has been prepared and is available at www.i-
DealProspectus.com or may be obtained from the undersigned, Chief Financial Officer,
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Telephone No.
(908) 709-7250. The preliminary Official Statement is deemed to be a “final official
statement”, as of its date, within the meaning of Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“Rule 15c2-12”), but is subject to (a) completion with certain
pricing and other informa-tion to be made available by the successful bidder for the Bonds
and (b) amendment.  The preliminary Official Statement, as so revised, will constitute the
“final official statement”. By the submission of a bid for the Bonds, the successful bidder
contracts for the receipt of a reasonable number of copies of the final Official Statement
within seven business days of the award of the Bonds.  In order to complete the final
Official Statement, the successful bidder must furnish on behalf of the underwriters of the
Bonds the following information to Bond Counsel and the Township by facsimile
transmission or overnight delivery received by Bond Counsel and the Township within 24
hours after the award of the Bonds:  (a) initial offering prices or yields (expressed as
percentages), (b) selling compensation (aggregate total anticipated compensation to the
under-writers expressed in dollars), (c) the identity of the under-writers if the successful
bidder is part of a group or syndicate and (d) any other material information necessary for
the final Official Statement, but not known to the Township (such as the bidder’s purchase
of credit enhancement).  It shall also be the obligation of the successful bidder to furnish
to DTC an underwriter’s questionnaire and the denominations of the Bonds not less than
seventy-two (72) hours prior to the delivery of the Bonds.

Concurrently with the delivery of the Bonds, the officials of the Township who will have
executed the final Official Statement will deliver to the purchaser of the Bonds a certificate
stating that, to the best of their knowledge, the preliminary Official Statement did not as
of its date and as of the sale date, and the final Official Statement did not as of its date and
does not as of the date of delivery of the Bonds, contain an untrue statement of a material
fact or omit to state a material fact required to be included therein for the purpose for which
the preliminary Official Statement or the final Official Statement is to be used or neces-
sary to make the statements therein, in light of the circum-stances under which they were
made, not misleading, provided such certificate shall not include consideration of
information supplied by, or which should have been supplied by, the successful bidder for
the Bonds.

The Township has agreed in its bond resolution adopted on December 19, 2017 to
provide or cause to be provided, in accordance with the requirements of Rule 15c2-12,
(i) not later than seven months after the end of the Township’s fiscal year (presently
December 31) certain annual financial information and operating data, including audited
financial statements for the preceding fiscal year (commencing with the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2017), (ii) timely notice of the occurrence of certain material events with
respect to the Bonds and (iii) timely notice of a failure by the Township to provide the
required annual financial information on or before the date specified in (i) above.

The successful bidder’s obligation to purchase the Bonds shall be conditioned upon its
receiving, at or prior to the delivery of the Bonds, in form and substance reasonably
satisfactory to the successful bidder, evidence that the Township has made the continuing
disclosure undertaking set forth above in a written agreement or contract for the benefit
of the Bondholders and the beneficial owners of the Bonds.

The approving legal opinion of Bond Counsel will be furnished without cost to the
purchaser. The preliminary Official Statement contains a discussion of the provisions of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), with respect to the
exclusion from gross income for Federal income tax purposes of the interest on the Bonds
and a description of the opinion of Bond Counsel with respect thereto.  The Township has
covenanted, to the extent permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of New
Jersey, to comply with the provisions of the Code required to preserve the exclusion from
gross income of interest on the Bonds for Federal income tax purposes. There will also
be furnished the usual closing papers.

The Township has designated the Bonds “qualified tax-exempt obligations” within the
meaning of Section 265(b)(3) of the Code and will represent that it reasonably expects
that neither it nor its subordinate entities will issue more than $10,000,000 of new money
tax-exempt obligations in 2018.

If the Bonds qualify for issuance of any policy of municipal bond insurance or
commitment therefor at the option of a bidder, any purchase of such insurance or
commitment therefor shall be at the sole option and expense of the bidder and any
increased costs of issuance of the Bonds resulting by reason of such insurance, unless
otherwise paid, shall also be paid by such bidder. Any failure of the Bonds to be so insured
or of any such policy of insurance to be issued, shall not in any way relieve the purchaser
of its contractual obligations arising from the acceptance of its proposal for the purchase
of the Bonds.

ISSUE PRICE DETERMINATION UNDER INTERNAL REVENUE CODE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                     PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                     PUBLIC NOTICE

The Township intends that the 10% test shall apply if the “competitive sale require-
ments” are not satisfied.

The following paragraphs contain the terms for the determination of issue price
(Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association (“SIFMA”) Model Issue Price
Documents (Notice of Sale – Alternative I)).

(a) The winning bidder shall assist the Township in establishing the issue price of the
Bonds and shall execute and deliver to the Township at closing an “issue price” or similar
certificate setting forth the reasonably expected initial offering price to the public or the
sales price or prices of the Bonds, together with the supporting pricing wires or equivalent
communications. A form of issue price certificate is available upon request to Steven L.
Rogut, Bond Counsel, (908) 931-1150 or slr@rogutmccarthy.com.

(b) The Township intends that the provisions of Treasury Regulation Section 1.148-
1(f)(3)(i) (defining “competitive sale” for purposes of establishing the issue price of the
Bonds) will apply to the initial sale of the Bonds (the “competitive sale requirements”)
because:

(1) the Township shall disseminate this Notice of Sale to potential underwriters in a
manner that is reasonably designed to reach potential underwriters;

(2) all bidders shall have an equal opportunity to bid;
(3) the Township may receive bids from at least three underwriters of municipal

bonds who have established industry reputations for underwriting new issuances of
municipal bonds; and

(4) the Township anticipates awarding the sale of the Bonds to the bidder who
submits a firm offer to purchase the Bonds at the highest price (or lowest interest cost),
as set forth in this Notice of Sale.

Any bid submitted pursuant to this Notice of Sale shall be considered a firm offer for the
purchase of the Bonds, as specified in the bid.

(c) In the event that the competitive sale requirements are not satisfied, the Township
shall so advise the winning bidder.  The Township shall treat the first price at which 10%
of a maturity of the Bonds (the “10% test”) is sold to the public as the issue price of that
maturity, applied on a maturity-by-maturity basis. The winning bidder shall advise the
Township if any maturity of the Bonds satisfies the 10% test as of the date and time of the
award of the Bonds. The Township will not require bidders to comply with the “hold-the-
offering-price rule” and therefore does not intend to use the initial offering price to the
public as of the sale date of any maturity of the Bonds as the issue price of that maturity.
Bids will not be subject to cancellation in the event that the competitive sale requirements
are not satisfied. Bidders should prepare their bids on the assumption that all of the
maturities of the Bonds will be subject to the 10% test in order to establish the
issue price of the Bonds.

(d) If the competitive sale requirements are not satisfied, then until the 10% test has
been satisfied as to each maturity of the Bonds, the winning bidder agrees to promptly
report to the Township the prices at which the unsold Bonds of that maturity have been
sold to the public.  That reporting obligation shall continue, whether or not the Closing Date
has occurred, until the 10% test has been satisfied as to the Bonds of that maturity or until
all Bonds of that maturity have been sold.

(e) By submitting a bid, each bidder confirms that:  (i) any agreement among
underwriters, any selling group agreement and each retail distribution agreement (to
which the bidder is a party) relating to the initial sale of the Bonds to the public, together
with the related pricing wires, contains or will contain language obligating each under-
writer, each as applicable, to report the prices at which it sells to the public the unsold
Bonds of each maturity allotted to it until it is notified by the winning bidder that either the
10% test has been satisfied as to the Bonds of that maturity or all Bonds of that maturity
have been sold to the public, if and for so long as directed by the winning bidder and as
set forth in the related pricing wires, and (ii) any agreement among underwriters relating
to the initial sale of the Bonds to the public, together with the related pricing wires, contains
or will contain language obligating each underwriter that is a party to a retail distribution
agreement to be employed in connection with the initial sale of the Bonds to the public to
require each broker-dealer that is a party to such retail distribution agreement to report
the prices at which it sells to the public the unsold Bonds of each maturity allotted to it until
it is notified by the winning bidder or such underwriter that either the 10% test has been
satisfied as to the Bonds of that maturity or all Bonds of that maturity have been sold to
the public, if and for so long as directed by the winning bidder or such underwriter and as
set forth in the related pricing wires.

(f) Sales of any Bonds to any person that is a related party to an underwriter shall not
constitute sales to the public for purposes of this Notice of Sale.  Further, for purposes of
this Notice of Sale:

(i) “public” means any person other than an underwriter or a related party,
(ii) “underwriter” means (A) any person that agrees pursuant to a written contract or

otherwise with the Township (or with the lead underwriter to form an underwriting
syndicate) to participate in the initial sale of the Bonds to the public and (B) any person
that agrees pursuant to a written contract directly or indirectly with a person described in
clause (A) to participate in the initial sale of the Bonds to the public (including a member
of a selling group or a party to a retail distribution agreement participating in the initial sale
of the Bonds to the public),

(iii) a purchaser of any of the Bonds is a “related party” to an underwriter if the
underwriter and the purchaser are subject, directly or indirectly, to (i) at least 50%
common ownership of the voting power or the total value of their stock, if both entities are
corporations (including direct ownership by one corporation of another), (ii) more than
50% common ownership of their capital interests or profits interests, if both entities are
partnerships (including direct ownership by one partnership of another), or (iii) more than
50% common ownership of the value of the outstanding stock of the corporation or the
capital interests or profit interests of the partnership, as applicable, if one entity is a
corporation and the other entity is a partnership (including direct ownership of the
applicable stock or interests by one entity of the other), and

(iv) “sale date” means the date that the Bonds are awarded by the Township to the
winning bidder.

By order of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union, New Jersey.

Lavona Patterson
Chief Financial Officer
Township of Cranford

County of Union, New Jersey
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $449.82

-head spin around takedown.
“Very strong kid! I was a little

nervous. I am only coming off of two
or three full days of practice. Once I
got him in that first front head and got
my hand over the top, I could take that
kid down,” Miller said.

Miller added a two-point reversal in
the second period, taking advantage of
Oslislo’s high riding then received a
penalty point to grab a 5-1 victory.

“He had two legs in. I was fighting
those legs and all the sudden he got
really high, so I went back into him
and I think I was able to go out the
backdoor,” Miller recalled.

Raider Sam Wustefeld, who placed
second at 182-lbs at the NJSIAA Tour-
nament last year, stepped on the mat
and pinned Russ Weber with a cradle
in 51 seconds at 195-lbs, so things
were looking bright for his team with
Bobby Mount, a 20+ bout winner last
year, stepping up at 220-lbs.

But Blue Devil Brendan Loder,
who wrestled a mixture of JV and
varsity bouts last year, had a very
different idea. Loder converted a de-
fensive takedown to a half nelson
nearfall to carry a 5-0 lead into the
second period then turned out the
lights with a 3:23 fall.

“I knew right when he took a shot I
could defend it. When I was on top, I
knew I could control him. Right when
I took him down and he went on his
belly, I knew I could control the match
from there and turn him,” Loder said.
“We work so hard in the wrestling
room. It translates to the match.”

“It clicked for Loder this summer.

He committed in the weight room. He
is definitely not a JV wrestler. He’s a
hardworking kid. He’s a kid you just
root for,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz commented. “He’s gotten
to this point by hard work. It didn’t
just happen. He wants to get better.
He’s getting better.”

“I just kept turning him and heard
Coach Kurz screaming, ‘We need six.
We need six.’ I had to go out there and
get six. Whatever it takes, get six,”
Loder added.

Walter Thomas won by forfeit at
285-lbs to give the Raiders a 22-15
lead but that would be all the team
points they would get until the final
bout. Jake Bencivenga amassed six
takedowns on his way to a 17-7 major
decision over Andre Carinhas at 106-
lbs. CJ Composto pinned Mike Fleck
with a double armbar stack in 40 sec-
onds at 113-lbs and Luke Hoerle show-
cased some slick fireman’s takedowns
to seize a 15-0, 6:00 tech fall over
Justin Sidebottom at 120-lbs.

Blue Devil Quinn Gimblette had a
rough and tumble bout with Jeremy
Lenart but emerged with a 4-3 victory
at 126-lbs then after becoming a vic-
tim of a Merkel takedown, Jeremy
Silber recovered in a big way with a
pair of nearfalls to earn a 10-2, major
decision over Jacob Perone.

“When I was warming up, I thought
I was ready but when I got on the mat,
I was a little nervous,” Silber said.

On his first nearfall, Silber ex-
plained, “I had a front head. He
reached up and I thought, ‘why not
just pancake him.’ I didn’t get the pin

there but I got back points.
On the second nearfall, Silber said,

“I threw in legs and did a half [nelson],
took him to his back and got back
points.”

“He scored 10 straight points and
he lost to that kid twice last year. He’s
as tough as they come. Close duel
meet. It’s on the line. I will take him
on the mat any day. He’s got ice in his
veins. He will wear you down. If you
are going to beat him, you will go
through a war. He is another example
of doing the things the right way,”
Coach Kurz expressed.

Blue Devil Luke Scanlan did things
the right way also with a 4-0 decision
over Bobby Root at 138-lbs. The
final bout of the evening was also a
battle when Raider Jack Cannon
added a late reversal to defeat Emmett
Smith, 6-3, at 145-lbs.

“They outworked us in the later
rounds of each match. The third pe-
riod really came back to bite us. We
just have to work harder and dig
deeper.” Palazzollo assessed.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Ramos (S) md Dwyer, 17-7
160: — Simpson (W) p Fleischmen, 2:45
170: — Palazzollo (S) p Reese, 3"03
182: — Miller (W) d Oslislo, 5-1
195: — Wustefeld (S) p Weber, :51
220: — Loder (W) p Mount, 3:23
Hwt: — Walter Thomas (S) won ferfeit
106: — Bencivenga (W) md Carinhas,
17-7
113: — Composto (W) p Fleck, :40
120: — Hoerle (W) tf Sidebotton, 15-0
6:00
126: — Gimblette (W) d Lenart, 4-3
132: — Silber (W) md Perone, 10-2
138: — Scanlan (W) d Root, 4-0
145: — Cannon (S) d Smith, 6-3

of Union County’s top contenders.
“It is a great rivalry,” said Westfield

Head Coach Jeff Knight. “The kids
all know each other and everyone
gets pumped up for the meet. The
stands are always filled. Scotch Plains
brings out the best in our swimmers.”

Paced by victories from Eric Bebel
in the 50 and 100 freestyle sprints,
Westfield surged to a 61-33 lead after
six events. The Blue Devils held their
own and even extended the lead in
events that Raider standouts Josh
Cohen and Alan Shao finished first.
Westfield’s depth once again proved
to be the difference between them and
other top teams that challenge them.

“The sprints served us well today,”
said Coach Knight. “Eric Bebel was
strong and we did well in those events.
It was probably the key to our success.”

The Blue Devils got out of the gates
fast earning a first-place finish in the
200 medley relay with Ryan Bebel,
Tommy Brennan, Colin Daniel and
Eric Bebel winning in 1:38.65. Shao,
Cohen, Nick Heath and Matt Lender
finished second for the Raiders in
1:40.71. Westfield’s Tim McCann,
Steven Warren, Jake Lessner and Coo-
per Prieto grabbed valuable points by
taking third place in 1:43.28.

Raider Cohen continued to domi-
nate the 200 free by recording an-
other first place time of 1:42.41 but

Westfield picked up points when
Teddy Diamantopolous (1:56.23) and
Conor Heffernan (1:56.55) picked up
second and third place finishes.

Shao did his part by capturing the
200 Individual Medley (IM) in
1:58.19. Once again however, Blue
Devils Ryan Bebel (2 .17) and Barney
Veres (2:13.56) were there to scoop
up second and third place finishes.

Next, Eric Bebel scored the first of
his two huge first place finishes in the
50 free. Bebel’s winning time of 22.33
was just good enough to edge out
teammate Prieto (22.83) and Raider
Heath (22.94). The 1-2 finish helped
Westfield to a 38-24 lead in overall
team points at the break.

“We did have some really good
swims today,” said Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Head Coach Jess Hulnik.
“Josh and Alan did exceptionally well
for us, which is usually the case. We’re
heading into the break part of our
schedule and we are positioned to do
well as everyone focuses on getting
stronger by February.”

Colin Daniel took the 100 butterfly
(54.63) followed by Prieto (57.94) in
second place. Daniel Donaldson
(59.42) was third for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

Eric Bebel collected his second
victory in the 100 free, clocking in at
49.53. Heffernan made it a 1-2 finish

for the Blue Devils with his time of
51.54. Heath finished third for the
Raiders.

Cohen earned his second win in the
500 free (4:47.20) ahead of Colin
Daniel (5:07.79) and McGann
(5:31.14). With Veres coming in fourth
for Westfield, this was another ex-
ample of the Blue Devils’ depth mak-
ing up points even when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood won first place in an event.

Raiders Shao, Donaldson, Heath
and Cohen took first place in the 200
free relay in 1:31.37 ahead of Eric
Bebel, Diamantopolous, Prieto and
Heffernan (1:33.18).

Shao got his second win of the meet
in the 100 back (53.50). Ryan Bebel
(54.18) was second with Zach Will-
iams (59.00) taking third place for the
Blue Devils.

Westfield’s Warren won the 100
breast in 1:00.66 heading up a 1-2-3
sweep in the event with Tommy
Brennan (1:04.77) and Lessner
(1:06.28) finishing second and third,
respectively.

The Blue Devils finished up the
meet with a victory in the 400 free
relay where Diamantopolous, Tomas
Moore, Zach Youssef and Daniel
posted a winning time of 3:28.99
ahead of teammates Tim McGann,
Heffernan, Johnny Stiles and Ryan
Bebel who placed in 3:33.07.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE INDIVIDUAL WINNER..Raider Alan Shao touched first in the 200-Individual Medley and the 100-backstroke
in the meet against the Blue Devils at the Westfield “Y”. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders, 108-62.

Photo courtesy of Carolyn Miller

COMPETING FOR A GREAT CAUSE...The Blue Devils and Raiders topped off a wonderful evening of wrestling that
began with the grade school level competition then the JV competition then varsity competition at the ‘Pin Cancer’ Classic.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004692

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-010358-17

Plaintiff: CITIBANK N.A.
VS.
Defendant: JOHN A. WALKER AKA JOHN

ALFRED WALKER, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES,
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS/HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTREST,
DEBRA A. WALKER, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS
CO- EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN A.
WALKER AKA JOHN ALFRED WALKER,
PATRICIA LYNNSTAIB AKA PATRICIA L.STAIB,
INDIVIDUALLY AND AS CO- EXECUTRIX OF
THE, ESTATE OF JOHN A. WALKER AKA JOHN
ALFRED WALKER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ST. CLARES
HOSPITAL, NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SER-
VICES INC.

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Thousand One Hundred Three and 42/100***
$500,103.42.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township.
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 1 Overlook Way.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 14301, LOT:

5.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 2194 Square Feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Raritan Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): All unpaid

municipal taxes, assessments and liens; Any set
of facts which an accurate survey would dis-
close; Any restrictions or covenants on record
which run with the land; Rights of the United
States of America, if any; Any Condominium lien
priority, if any; Any outstanding PUD or
Homeowner’s Associations dues or fees, if any;
Any occupants or persons in possession of the
property, if any; Additional municipal charges,
liens, taxes or tax sale certificates and insur-
ance, if any.

Scotch Plains Township - Taxes- Qtr #3 & #4-
2017 holds a claim for taxes due and/or other
municipal utilities such as water and/or sewer in
the amount of $9,667.24 plus penalty as of 09/
20/2017.

Scotch Plains Township - Sewer Acct holds a
claim for taxes due and/or other municipal utili-
ties such as water and/or sewer in the amount of
$175.00 plus penalty as of 09/20/2017.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twelve Thou-
sand Twenty-One and 35/100*** $512,021.35
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN LLC
728 MARINE HWY
SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $228.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004693

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004886-17

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE CERTIFICATE
HOLDERS ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2007-
9T1, MORTGAGE PASS- THROUGH CERTIFI-
CATES, SERIES 2007-9T1

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM R. BLESSING A/K/A

WILLIAM R. BLESSING III, JESSICA L. BLESS-
ING AND OVERLOOK HOSPITAL

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Ten Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Nine and
10/100*** $710,889.10.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Town of Westfield, County of
Union, and State of New Jersey:

Street: 821 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Nearest Cross Street: Osborne Avenue.
Tax Lot and Block No: Lot: 20, Block: 2604.
Dimensions (approximately): 50 x 193.
Prior Mortgage/Liens Not Extinguished By The

Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax liens.
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5356, Page 960, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

*The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water, and sewer liens, and
other municipal assessments, if any the amount
due can be obtained from the local taxing author-
ity pursuant to NJSA 46:8b-21 this sale maybe
also subject to limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist any set of fact which an accurate survey
would disclose; any restrictions or covenants on
record which run with the land; rights of the
United States of America, if any, any occupants
or persons in possession of the property, if any
additional municipal charges, liens, taxes or tax
sale certificates and insurance, if any.

**A deposit of 20% of the bid price in certified
funds is required at the time of sale. The Sheriff
has the right to adjourn this sale without further
notice by publication.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Two and 21/
100*** $726,792.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER, P.C.
401 ROUTE 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $232.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004695

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002428-15

Plaintiff: BANK OF AMERICA N.A.
VS.
Defendant: ANDREW K. DOE; ISMC K. DOE,

SR.; MRS. ANDREW K. DOE, HIS WIFE; MRS.
ISAAC K. DOE SR., HIS WIFE

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 05/11/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty Thousand Four Hundred Thirty-Four and
40/100*** $330,434.40.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 1768 Front

Street.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 15;

Block: 1102.
DIMENSIONS: 50 x 123.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Sycamore Av-

enue.
For a house or other property (not condo-

minium)
Being known and designated as Lots 1 and 2

in Block 2 on a map entitled map of Grand View
Scotch Plains Township New Jersey which Map
was filed in the Union County Clerks office on
April 1, 1918 as Map no. 183A.

Pursuant to a tax search of 07/06/2017; Sewer
acct #: 07/01/2017 - 12/31/2017 $129.06 open;
sewer charges are based on prior water con-
sumption; Liens 2015 3rd party lien sewer; amt:
$567.29 + subsequent taxes + interest; cert. #:
1621; sold on: 10/25/2016; sold to: Violet Potter;
must call prior to settlement for redemption fig-
ures.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-Eight
Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy-Nine and 76/
100*** $348,979.76 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004751

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-026963-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: DENNIS ZYDALIS; MRS. DEN-

NIS ZYDALIS, HIS WIFE; VIRGINIA STONELEY-
ZYDAUS; DOROTHY L. WRIGHT; CAPITAL
ONE BANK USA NA; ADVANTAGE ASSETS II
INC

Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eight Hundred
Forty-Seven Thousand Ninety-Five and 99/100***
$847,095.99.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2343 BELVE-
DERE DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JER-
SEY 07076-1926.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 31, BLOCK 3603 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 60.00 Feet X 155.00 Feet X 60.00
Feet X 155.00 Feet.

Nearest Cross Street: HENRY STREET.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Eight Hundred Sixty-Eight
Thousand Seven Hundred Ten and 92/100***
$868,710.92 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004605

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001077-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST,
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR
PRETIUM MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: JAMES M. HUGHES AND

ROSEMARIE V. HUGHES, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/03/2018
Writ of Execution: 09/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Six and
47/100*** $579,706.47.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 240 MASSACHUSETTS
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT I BLOCK 5713
Dimensions of Lot: 98 feet wide by 109 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: GRANDVIEW AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four and 55/
100*** $594,674.55 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/07, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004663

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038203-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH F. STIVALA, CHRIS ANN

STIVALA
Sale Date: 01/03/2018
Writ of Execution: 05/05/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Six and
81/100*** $363,806.81.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 122 MYRTLE AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 5 BLOCK 4008.
Dimensions of Lot: 31 feet wide by 175 AV feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: CENTRAL AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-One and 34/
100*** $386,741.34 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/07, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/17 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004774

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-027652-16

Plaintiff: CIT BANK, N.A
VS.
Defendant: GAYLE A MACDOWELL; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 01//10/2018
Writ of Execution: 08/23/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-
Seven and 07/100*** $389,537.07.

MUNICIPALITY: Township of Scotch Plains.
COUNTY AND STATE: County of Union, State

of New Jersey.
STREET AND STREET NUMBER: 1808

Chapel Road.
TAX LOT AND BLOCK NUMBERS: Lot: 5;

Block: 12501.
DIMENSIONS: 000.313 AC.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Raritan Road.
For a house or other properly (not condo-

minium)
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

lie of Chapel Road, said point being distant
southeasterly ninety-nine feet and three hun-
dredths of a foot (99.03) measure along said side
line from the point where the same is intersected
by the southeasterly side line of Raritan Road, if
said side lines are produced to an intersection,
as said streets are laid out and delineated on a
certain map entitled, “Revised and Amended
Map of Fairfield”, which map was filed in the
Union County Register’s Office on October 22nd,
1951 as Map No. 355-F, said beginning point
being also in the division line between lots num-
ber 5 and 6, in Blok 312-A on said map.

Pursuant to a tax search of 10/12/2017; 2016
Taxes $11,142.26 billed; $8,124.01 open plus
penalty; Homestead benefit credit reduced taxes
by: $945.68; 2017 QTR1 $3,021.99 open plus
penalty, due date 02/01/2017; 2017 QTR2
$2,076.30 billed; $2,076.30 open plus penalty;
Homestead benefit credit reduced taxes by:
$945.68, due date 05/01/2017; 2017 QTR3
$3,140.64 open plus penalty, due date 08/01/
2017; 2017 QTR4 $3,140.64 open, due date 11/
01/2017; 2018 QTR1 $3,081.32 open, due date
02/01/2018; 2018 QTR2 $3,081.31 open, due
date 05/01/2018; Sewer acct: Sewer charges
are based on prior water consumption.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred One Thousand
Four Hundred Eighty and 45/100*** $401,480.45
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISS WEISMAN &
GORDON, LLP
80 MAIN STREET
SUITE 460
WEST ORANGE NEW JERSEY 07052
(973) 325-8800
4 T - 12/14, 12/21, 12/28/17
& 01/04/18 Fee: $226.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004772

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018029-15

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: ANDY T. LE AND LINH N. LE, HIS

WIFE
Sale Date: 01/17/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/06/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
One and 70/100*** $348,721.70.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 9 Block 302 f/k/a Lot 19 Block 28
Commonly known as 524 Farley Avenue,

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately) 50

x 132 x 50 x 131.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the South-

westerly side of Farley Avenue, 285 feet from the
Southeasterly side of East Second Street.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-Six Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Forty-Nine and 17/100***
$356,949.17 together with lawful interest and
costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 12/21, 12/28/17, 01/04/18
& 01/11/18 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004979

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006756-17

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC
VS.
Defendant: BEVERLY A. MACK; MR. MACK,

SPOUSE OF BEVERLY A. MACK; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/24/2018
Writ of Execution: 10/04/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-
Eight and 38/100*** $299,678.38.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 902 CENTRAL AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 23, BLOCK 4801.
Dimensions of Lot: 0.130 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: GREENE PLACE.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seven Thou-

sand Six Hundred Fifty-Nine and 19/100***
$307,659.19 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON, LLC
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/28/17, 01/04/18, 01/11/18
& 01/18/18 Fee: $177.48

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, December 13, Jachai

Tucker, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
under 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
near the intersection of South Avenue
and Crossway Place. He was later trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on a
summons.

Thursday, December 14, Westfield
police responded to the Middlesex
County jail to take custody of Thomas
J. Hedge, 36, of Avenel, who was
wanted on an outstanding criminal

warrant from Westfield with $500 bail.
Hedge was transported to police head-
quarters, processed, appeared in
Westfield Municipal Court and was
released on his own recognizance.

Saturday, December 16, Bradford
D. Vansiclen, 50, of Montclair was
arrested on an outstanding no-bail war-
rant out of the Essex County Sheriff’s
Office pursuant to a traffic stop on
Mountain Avenue in Mountainside. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and held
awaiting pickup by the Essex County
Sheriff’s Office.

Sunday, December 17, a 19-year-
old Westfield resident reported being

the victim of an assault and robbery.
The victim was walking in the area of
Lawrence Avenue and Wyandotte Trail
when he was thrown to the ground by
the suspect, who demanded the
victim’s money and cell phone. The
victim was robbed of approximately
$40 in cash. The suspect took the
victim’s money and proceeded to
punch the victim in the face, then fled
the scene, heading north on Lawrence
Avenue. The suspect is described as a
black male, possibly in his late teens
to early 20s, and approximately six
feet tall. The incident, which occurred
between 11:30 and 11:50 p.m. on
December 16 and was reported to
police the following morning, cur-
rently is under investigation.

Sunday, December 17, a resident of
the 700 block of Clarence Street re-
ported a motor vehicle burglary. The
burglary occurred at approximately 2
a.m. while the vehicle was parked and
unlocked in the victim’s driveway. At
the time of the report nothing was
reported stolen from the victim’s ve-
hicle.

Monday, December 18, police ar-
rested Luis A. Murillo, Jr., 30, of
Rahway on an outstanding traffic war-
rant from Woodbridge with $500 bail
(no 10-percent cash option) pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
North and Hetfield Avenues. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
with having posted the full bail amount.

Monday, December 18, a resident of
Genesee Trail reported being the vic-
tim of identity theft. According to the
police report, one or more unknown
suspects opened two separate credit
lines in the victim’s name, charging
$1,374 in total.

Tuesday, December 19, residents of
Topping Hill Road reported that they
were the victims of identity theft. The
victims stated that one or more un-
known suspects had opened several
credit lines in their name, charging
more than $1,000.

Tuesday, December 19, a juvenile
reported being the victim of an assault
at an educational facility on Lamberts
Mill Road.

Tuesday, December 19, Shohin
Ghaffari, 35, of Westfield was arrested
on two outstanding traffic warrants on
the 500 block of Springfield Avenue.
The warrants included one from

Dunellen, with $500 bail (no 10-per-
cent cash option) and one from
Woodbridge, with $1,000 bail (no 10-
percent cash option). Ghaffari was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting $1,500 cash bail.

Tuesday, December 19, a resident of
Boynton Avenue reported being the
victim of identity theft. According to
the police report, one or more unknown
suspects opened a charge account in
the victim’s name, charging more than
$1,500.

Thursday, December 21, Yaqub
Abdur-Rahman, 27, of Plainfield was
arrested on two outstanding traffic
warrants, including one from Plainfield
and one from North Plainfield, each
with $500 bail. The arrest was the
result of a motor vehicle stop at West
Broad Street and Rahway Avenue. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and held pending trans-
port to the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment.

FANWOOD
Monday, December 11, Terrance

Bryant, 31, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an active warrant out of
Roselle Park after police conducted a
random license plate check while at
Midway Avenue and Russell Road.
Bryant was processed and released by
the Roselle Park Municipal Court.

Wednesday, December 13, a busi-
ness on the 100 block of South Avenue
reported the theft of scrap metal from
the yard.

Wednesday, December 13, a care-
taker of the property reported that crimi-
nal mischief had occurred at the
Fanwood Nature Center.

Sunday, December 17, Darnell Har-
ris, 39, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of Cranbury after a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill and Pater-
son Roads for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. Harris was processed, posted bail
and released.

Monday, December 18, Corey Bell,
23, of New Brunswick was arrested on
an active warrant out of Union after a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Third Street for a motor vehicle
violation. Bell was processed, posted
bail and released.

Monday, December 18, a resident of
the 20 block of Ginder Place reported
the theft of her purse from her parked
and locked motor vehicle.

CLASSIFIEDS

Bramnick Swears In Salemme
As Member of New Jersey Bar

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick swore in Westfield resi-
dent Chris Salemme on December 20
as a member of the New Jersey Bar
with his parents Joe and Karen
Salemme in attendance at the
Westfield Municipal Building. Mr.
Bramnick congratulated Chris on a
well-earned achievement and wished
him well as Chris enters active duty
service in the upcoming year.

“I am very honored to swear in
Westfield’s very own Chris Salemme
as a member of the New Jersey Bar,”
stated Asm. Bramnick. “I wish him the
very best in his transition to active duty
military service, and his future career.”

Chris Salemme is the clinical fel-

low and assistant director of the Wake
Forest Veterans Legal Clinic. He
earned his Bachelor of Arts in Politi-
cal Science from Furman University
in 2014 and his juris doctor in 2017
from the Wake Forest University
School of Law. There he was editor-
in-chief of the Wake Forest Journal of
Law and Policy, recipient of the Smith
Anderson Pro Bono Award for Ex-
ceptional Service, and the E.
McGruder Faris Memorial Award.

A 1st Lieutenant in the United States
Army, Mr. Salemme will begin active
duty service in the Army Judge Advo-
cate General’s Corps in May 2018.
He is a 2010 graduate of Westfield
High School.

More Letters to the Editor
STEM, Union County College and

National Math Counts
To Nicole Cippoletti, Asst Dean of

STEM: Thank you Nicole for volun-
teering hopeful support from some of
your students who may want to help
the national MathCounts local pro-
gram, to be held February 10, again at
Union County College, a major spon-
sor. UCC has been a MathCounts
host for many years and we would be
honored to have UCC students join in
our operations and fun.

As you and I’ve discussed, Nicole
Torella has again been working on
the facilities arrangements for us. After
writing this request of yours for info,
I’ll write Nicole more for her work
orders, in line with her request.

MathCounts is a middle school
grades 6-8 math club and learning
program that culminates in competi-
tion that begins with counties and
states finding the best mathletes na-
tionwide for annual springtime na-
tional contests. Each year’s overall
winner has gone to the White House

to be honored by our US Presidents
with accompanying media coverage
and a separate demonstration of pro-
gram and skills on a national TV
morning program.

A few Workers arrive by 7:30 a.m.
or earlier and on site school and stu-
dent registration opens in the com-
mons room at 8. Some beverage and
light healthy food are buffeted in the
main dining area for participants, es-
pecially workers, for up to ~200 people.

Paper tests are administered by type
in Smith Theatre, beginning by 9 a.m.,
and they are graded in batches in
seminar rooms A and B. After paper
testing is complete ~11:15 there’s a
lunch break while scoring is com-
pleted. Bag lunches and beverages
are provided to all volunteers.

Later times excitement builds.
When the top 10 students on paper
are decided, after lunch, we call the
10 to the stage area randomly and
have them compete a one by one oral
elimination before a packed theatre
of schoolmates, teachers, family and
friends. This and team testing earlier,
just before lunch, mainly determines
final places for a few going to the NJ
state competition at Rutgers School
of Mathematics in Piscataway in mid
March. (Our most recent winner at
UCC this past year was a winner at
Rutgers and at the nationals in May.)
Finally, at end of our great day, many
top students and schools or districts
are honored with trophies and certifi-
cates and the top of the top are given
written invitations to Rutgers.

We mainly use volunteers to proc-
tor the exams and score them. We
could use up to ~15 UCC students. 10
may be more manageable, at least for
our first year. 5 could be easiest this
time, but we’ll do well with any num-
ber you may get or want to get, even
if it develops to be none. Volunteers
can come and go at any time, coordi-
nating with me and other leaders. Our
busier, more needy, times are during
the administration and scoring of the
~200 sets of tests in the morning. The
most interesting time for watching
events is the one on one oral compe-
tition in the theatre after lunch.

Sorry Nicole that I couldn’t get this
to you sooner, as we wanted, so you
could get info sooner to your pro-
spective volunteers. MathCounts will
do as best as possible no matter what
UCC student volunteers may do. We
appreciate this start with you and
look forward to see how we develop.

Please let me know anything more
I may do to help.

Harry McNally
Fanwood

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

20 temp farm workers needed
2/5/18-11/25/18. Workers will
perform various tasks associated
with cultivating & harvesting
employers crops according to
supervisor's instructions. Must
have 3 months verifiable
experience hand harvesting fruit
on a commercial farm & affirmative
verifiable job references.
Guaranteed at least 3/4 of contract
hours but hours will vary according
to weather and crop conditions.
Hours may exceed 40 hours. Tools,
supplies, equipment provided at
no cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Random drug testing at employer's
expense. Transportation &
subsistence reimbursed to worker
upon completion of 50% of
contract or earlier, if appropriate.
EOE. $12.38/hr, applicable piece
rates depending on crop activity
or current applicable AEWR.
Raise/bonus at employer
discretion. Worksite in Orleans &
Monroe Co.  NY. Report or send a
resume to nearest local NJ One
Stop Career Center office or call
908-412-7980 & reference Job
#NY1235691. Kalir Enterprises-
Brockport, NY

Probitas Verus Honos

NEWEST NJ BAR MEMBER...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
swore in Westfield resident Chris Salemme on December 20 as a member of the
New Jersey Bar with his parents, Joe and Karen Salemme, in attendance at the
Westfield Municipal Building. Mr. Bramnick congratulated Chris on his achieve-
ment and wished him well as Chris enters active duty service in the upcoming year.
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 JANUARY 2018   WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am - 5:00 pm   
Sunday  1:00-5:00 pm 

Closed December 31 for New Year’s Eve and 
January 1 for New Year’s Day 

Closed January 15 for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  CHECK WEBSITE FOR ALL SIGN UP INFO 

1/5  1:30 pm TGIF! October Sky (video) 

1/10  2:00 pm Make a Scarf from a T-Shirt 

1/12  1:30 pm TGIF! Hitchcock (video) 

1/19  1:30 pm TGIF! The Story of Pippin (video) 

1/20  2:00 pm Afternoon of Music w/Ellen LaFurn 

1/26  1:30 pm Classic Movie: Ladies in Lavender 

1/30  2:00 pm Digital Downloading-Ebooks & audio 

1/5  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-No age limit, but 
players must know how to move pieces 

1/19, 26 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies 0-23 months 

1/13 10:00 am Paws to Read. New readers read to  
library dogs for ten-minute segments 

1/9, 16, 23  3:45 pm Afternoon LEGO Club 5+yrs 

1/16, 23, 30 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime 

1/16, 23, 30  1:00 pm Crafternoon Storytime 3½-5 yrs 

1/18, 25 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime  

1/29  7:00 pm Build a Bristol Bot! grades 4, 5, 6 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN-CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO  

MID-TERM STUDY HALL NIGHTS FOR TEENS: JANUARY 21-28  
CHECK WWW.WMLNJ.ORG FOR DATES AND TIMES 

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period

8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Alpizar, Olivia; Anderson, Justin;
Aronowitz, Emma; Baker, Aleksandra;
Bauer, Samantha; Brooks, Aden;
Bruder, Hailey;Bryson, Mia;
Capistrano, Cayla; Carrero, Antonio;
Cho, Christopher; Contract, Adam;
Czarnecki, Sean; Daly, Conor; DiDario,
Melissa; DiFilippo, Kimberly; Duan,
Chelsea; Duguid, Genevieve; Engel,
Emily; Fowler, Emilia; Frankhouser,
Hannah; Freidberg, Mia;Galella, An-
drew; Gallagher, Patrick; Gasson,
Riley;Gialluisi, Mark; Gonzalez, Alexa;
Gonzalez, John; Gonzalez, Manuel;
Guerrero, Daniel; Guerrero-Herrera,
Erica; Harnisher, Eric; Hu, Ashley; Hu,
Rachel; Iannuzzi, Charles; Jacobson,
Chloe; Jain, Anjali; Joseph, Melinda;
Jyotishi, Shreya; Kaprowski, James;
Katz, Samantha; Kiefer, Maxmilian;
Koellhoffer, Sean; Koetje, Trinity; La-
guna, Casey; Lane, Timothy; Li,
Cynthia; Logozzo, Sydney; Lourenco,
Alexa; McCauley, Margaret; McKenna,
Michael; Mckinney, Erin; Molen,
Emily; Murray, Torrin; Mustafa,
Shirzad; O’Brien, Kayla; Palmer,
Katherine; Pardo, Griffin; Peretz, Katey;
Pietrewicz, Lindsey; Pilch, Nicole;
Pinchuk, Madelyn; Pravlik, Ava; Qin,
Lillian; Raber, Grace; Regencia, Sofia;
Richards, Dylan; Rickard, Anna;
Roitman, Zachary; Ruhnke, Olivia;
Sachdev, Karishma; Saunders, Jack;
Schoen, Nicholas; Schwartz, Charlotte;
Shih, Noelle; Spergel, Benjamin;
Sreenivasan, Vijay; Strout, Fiona;
Strout, Gillian; Swenson, Matthew;
Talwar, Ashley; Tanemori, Takekuni;
Tompkins, Evan; Urbinato, Kate; Vaca,
Victoria; Velkov, Zhana; Walsh,
Brendan; Walsh, Thomas; Warren,
Kevin; Weinberg, Ethan; Xi, Alina;
Xiao, Amy; Yang, Kevin; Yang, Yuchen;
Zdep, Jessica; Zhu, Kaiyang; Zong,
Patrick; Zong, Sarah.

8th Grade
Honor Roll

Abrams, Ethan; Agne, Daniela;
Arndt, Kevin; Azevedo, Raquel;
Barraza, Zander; Beke, Matthew;
Bennett, Peter; Bernardes, Julia;
Bonner, Michael; Bracco, Ava;
Broaddus, Samuel;  Broughton, Amy;
Bryan, Olivia; Burke, Ellijah; Cafiero,
Jordan; Calugay, Kalea; Camacho, Seth;
Carollo, Benjamin; Celentano, Luca;
Ciasco, Sierra; Claiborne, George;
Cohen, Charlotte; Colannino, Brooke;
Colby, Justin; Conway, Isabella; Coyle,
Emma; Crann, Sean; Cunningham,
Michael; Deis, Nicholas; Eisman,
Samantha; Fiorindo, Carmen; Flaherty,
Patrick; Flynn, Abigail; Foley, Jenna;
Fonseca, Ivan; Frank, Celia; Friedman,
Aaron; Galindo, Mason; Gavula, Chloe;
Gefken, James; Golub, Amelia; Gor-
don, Emily; Guinane, Colin; Hach,
Madison; Hacker, Benjamin; Heimall,
Matthew; Heinze, Emma; Helfman,
Peter; Hess, Steven; Hickey, Evan;
Hickey, Reagan; Horn, Matilda;
Howland, Logan; Hughes, Thomas;
Jackson, Kaitlyn; Jeckell, Vivian; Jiang,
Andrew; Jones, Rachel; Juatco, Triselle
Ellise; Kahney, Jack; Kaplun, Bran-
don; Katz, Nathaniel; Kelly, Jack;
Klikushin, Michael; Lee, Amira; Lee,
Nya; Levy, Lucas; Link, Adrianna;
Linsky, Brinley; Logan, Sean; Lopez,
Catherine; Louison, Kayla; Lourenco,
Sophia; Madera, Joshua; Madrigal,
Matthew; Maguire, William; Martin,
Jack; Miesch, Parker; Miles, Katherine;
Morales, Samantha; Naeseth, Emma;
O’Connor, Madelin; Oberstein, Nate;
Oliveira, Chloe; Oliveri, Gregory;
Owens, Maximilian; Panjwani, Kavya;
Panora, Nicolas; Pantalena, Riley; Patel,
Dhillon; Petrassi, Emma; Pinkhasov,
Joshua; Price, John; Prip, Christian;
Ramdath, Daniel; Rickert, Amanda;
Rivera Vega, Alex; Rodrigues, Manuela;
Rokhsar, Max; San Giacomo, Anthony;
Sandak, Sarah; Saunders, Carly;
Scanlan, Colman; Scantlebury, Alina;
Shapiro, Theo; Sharkey, Carsen;
Sherman, Ellie; Silverman, Payton;
Sontz, Tyler; Spadaro, Sophia; Stone,
Lauren; Su, Kimberly; Sutcliffe, Mary
Hannah; Tardibuono, Thomas; Toth,
Jake; Useloff, Samara; Vasquez, Grace;
Vierschilling, Cottler; Villacreses,
Alexa; Wallis, Amanda; Wang Nicole;
Weiner, Rachel; Wen, George; Werner,
Amanda; Whitehead, Hannah;
Wilcomes, Eden; Xiong, Isabella;
Zelechowski, Natalie; Zheng, Jason.

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Alexander, Evan; Andersen, Sophia;
Azeem, Maya ; Bebel, Abigail; Becker,
Leah; Butera, Mattia; Butler, Klara;
Cardoso, Juliana; Chang, Max; Chen,
Matthew; Collins, Catherine;
Concannon, Casey; Cosenza, Valentina;
Craig, Owen; Crall, William; Dalessio,
Nicholas; Davenport, Edward; Davies,
Rohan; Deignan, Elaine; Desai,
Anushka; Dianda, Jessica; Dias, Maya;
DuHaime, Natalie; Dudzinski, Jeremy;
Edekar, Sayee; Everett, Hannah;
Falletta, Olivia; Ferguson, Kaelin;
Gagliardi, Jackson; Gamba, Joseph;
Gil, Gabriela; Gripp, Adrian; Guerrero,
Sophia; Guglielmo, Jane; Harper,
Aidan; He, Kyle; Healey, Nicholas;
Henderson, Sean; Hill, Isabella; Hobbie,
Luke; Howland, Morgan; Isaacman,
Jillian; Jackson, Gabriel; Jairam,
Sharanya; Jyotishi, Nikhil; Keith,
Ariana; Kelesoglu, Emma; Klemm,
Sarah; Kobin, Timothy; Kornfeld, An-
drew; Krihak, Hannah; Laitman,
Samuel; Lanza, Patrick; Lee, Yusuf; Li,
Caroline; Liebermann, Michael; Lin,
Christopher; Luka, Audrey; Luna
Santamaria, Brigham; Mangiamele,
Leo; Matus, Andrew; Mauryshchau,
Sofia; Metz, Joshua; Michael, Albert;
Mindak, Phineas; Muller, Alessandra;
O’Connor, Katherine; Pacifico,
Alessandra; Palles, Peter; Panora,
Isabella; Pastore, Gabriel; Raphael,
Genesis; Rego, Emily; Restivo,
Brennan; Ribeiro, Brandon; Rios,
Josefina; Ripper, Juliana; Rodrigues,
Carly; Ronget, Blanche; Rosario,
Olivia; Rosenthal, Amanda;
Rothfleisch, Jack; Rubenstein, Alyssa;
Saint-Denis, Lucie; Samet, Chloe;
Schreiber, Jolie; Seiden, Seth; Silecchia,
James; Snyder, Devon; Tan, Ethan;
Tananbaum, Carolyn; Thorburn, Grace;
Tieri, Nancie; Trajkovski, Alexandra;
Vesuna, Annika; Waibel, Grace; Waibel,
Sophie; Waldman, Ryan; Wang,
Youhao; Weinberg, Jenna; Weinstein,
Emily; Welsh, Nathan; Williams,
Brooke; Wilson, Mackenzie; Xing,
Sophia; Yu, Clara; Yu, Felix; Zinnie,
Taylor.

7th Grade
Honor Roll

Abdala, Vanessa; Albert Halevy,
Zachary; Angel, Catherine; Arabatzis,
Aidan; Araya, Quetzal; Aronson,
Ronnie; Ash, Avi; Audino, Michelle;
Bass, Nathan; Beck, Robert; Becker,
Alexandria; Beutel, Julian; Binetti,
Vincent; Bongiovanni, Anna; Brad-
ley, Kyle; Braun, Sophia; Brillantes,
Carter; Broaddus, Isabella; Buecklers,
Eric; Buonopane, Lucas; Centurion-
Rocha, Alexander; Cerro, Paul; Chen,
Kevin; Composto, Ethan; Consales,
Julia; Corsentino, Julia; Cosenza,
Chiara; Cozewith, Hale; Cuccaro,
Imperio; Currie, Jessica; D’Agosta,
Jessica; Datwani, Kieran; Dayon,
Gabriel; DiFalco, Allison; Doyle,
Lindsay; Elfstrum, Logan; Epp, Mat-
thew; Erneta, Sophia; Erparlak,
Serhat; Felter, Paige; Fink, Ethan;
Gasson, Ryan; Gonzalez, Daisy;
Guerrero-Herrera, Anahi; Hahn, Lo-
gan; Henriques, Gabriella; Hickey,
Donovan; Horton, Kassi; Hourie,
Tyler; Humig, Valentina; Hunt, Lo-
gan; Hynes, Chelsea; Janaczek,
Olivia; Kahney, William; Karlin,
Ryan; Karter, Theo; Kelly, Grace;
Kelly, Joshua; Korotka, Sofiia;
Koslowsky, Ava; Lam, Derek; Le
Warn, Ian; Lee, Jessica; Levine, Ab-
bey; Linsen, Jack; Liu, Zihan;
Mantone, Shea; Marquet, Christian;
Matt, Thomas; Mirtagavi, Iskandar;
Mokrzycki, Luke; Morrison, Bridgett;
Narciso, Sophia; Nematadzira,
Alexander; O’Marra-Chen, Teela;
Pantow, Imanuel; Pinto, Sofia;
Pinzon, Allison; Popa, Andrew;
Quallis McQune, Courtney; Richman,
Aaron; Roth, Lily; Ruiz, Olivia;
Rusek, Damian; Russitano, Maximus;
Schifando, Flannery; Schupak,
Samuel; Sexton, Johanna; Shakal,
Owen; Silva, Alan; Sinocchi, Evan;
Stavin, Hannah; Strauss, Jessica;
Sugrue, Julia; Sun, Kevin; Tang,
Vicky; Tannenbaum, Joelle; Tarleton,
Perry; Ugalde, Kenneth; Vaccaro,
Luke;Verma, Melina; Warjanka,
Luke;Wernes, Kendall; White, Jes-
sica; Whitman, Georgia; Witzel,
Rachel; Wong, Tyler; Wright, Madi-
son; Young, Madeleine

Grade 7
Distinguished Honor Roll

Mia Avni, Camille Blaise, Dexter
Barnes Blake, Alexandra Bonn, Ava
Burke, Graydon Calder, Emma
Ceraso, Sophia Cheripka, Alexandra
Cicala, Elise Curran, Cooper
DelGandio, Alexander Duncan,
Ciara Dursee, Claire Flagg, Jake
Francis, Jared Goldman, Julian
Hamilton, Bella Jarecki, Audrey
Jones, Colin Kavanagh, Grace
Kilbourn, Isabella Kofsky, Sarah
LaMonica, Anna Linenberg,
Cameron Linenberg, Alyssa
Martinez, Sylvie Mauras, Liam
Maurillo, Olivia Mazzola, Lauren
McDonough, Sonia Olson, Zachary
Park, Tyler Partridge, Harrison
Petrovcik, Dimitri Potamousis, Ava
Pranke, Kayleigh Quinn, Heidi
Rosely, Sophia Simon, Ethan Stack,
Alexander Tilyou, Joseph
Tortorella, Nikolis Tsavekou,
Kaitlyn Tso, Cara Van Allen, Caitlin
Williams, Sophie Williams, Dylan
Zwally

Grade 7
Honor Roll

Brayden Abo, Alexander Ainge,
Nathaniel Ainge, Jonathan Alpizar,
Zachary Ashare, Anabelle Bahadur,
Ryan Baker, Brendan Basile, Caillie
Beal, Micah Berger, Ryan Bertsch,
William Biasi, Jason Billings,
Michael Blake, Henry Bloom,
Alexandra Blumstein, Lauren
Booher, Casey Borak, Nicholas
Brindle, Emma Brown, Trey Brown,
Kyle Brunt, Anthony Buoscio,
Brooke Butler, Madeline Butler,
Owen Callahan, Robert Campagna,
Leigh Canavan, Liam Carno,
Taralynn Cassiba, Patrick Chase,
Daniel Cortese, Maria Costa,
Scarlette Cozzini, Evan Crozier,
Owen Dembiec, Christian Dencker,
Lily Dickerson, Maxwell Dolling,
Alexis Dombalis, Bridget
Dougherty, Natalia Dragnea, Ryan
Dwan, Sutton Factor, Gaetano
Ferrara, Melissa Fiorentino, Noah
Fischer, Marco Giannetta, Avry
Giordano, Brooke Giordano, Caitlin
Giordano, Paige Gorczyca, Caitlyn
Gottlieb, Zoe Greenzang, Christian
Haviland, Daniel Hazard, Demetria
Heston, Henry Hipschman, Will-
iam Holland, Chloe Howard, Lucas
Hubner, Mark Jacobello, Maja
Janas, Jordan Kahn, Eden Karp,
Benjamin Kelly, Christopher Kelly,
Sarah Kim, Alexander Kolchinsky,
Connor Kotiga, Jonathan Krug,
Grant Kuyat, Sofia Lanza, Sophie
Latessa, Emily Leary, Katherine Li,
Connor Loggie, Rachel Malkinzon,
Matteo Mancheno, Mason Marino,
Lillie Martel, Cristian Martins,
Naomi Maurer, Jack McCormack,
Jack McCue, John McDonald,
Ronan McGurn, Peter Meixner, Jack
Melvin, Thomas Melvin, Abigayle
Mitrow, Sophia Montero, Alexa
Mora, Arden Moscowitz, Jeremias
Navarrete, William Oakes, Emma
Ortolani, Shaan Patel, Owen Paul,
Michael Pedersen, Noah Perez,
Samuel Perez, Avery Pierce, Isabella
Pinto, Catherine Puckett, Grace
Pugliese, Alexa Rappoport, James
Regan, Katherine Riordan, Madi-
son Robin, Shen Rosen, Krista
Rumpeters, Patrick Ryan, Quincy
Saadeh, Grace Saltzman, Stacey
Salz, Anthony Santangelo, Julia
Schneider, Ian Schultz, Leo
Schwartz, Madeline Serra, Kelly
Shen, Leah Shir, Spencer Shore,
Courtney Shyposh, Theodore Sica,
Constantine Sidorov, Andrew
Singer, Thomas Smiljanic, Taylor
Spaide, Saylor Stillufsen, Emerson
Stoller, Simon Thompson, Paul
Tilyou, Christian Turner, Chase
Turnof, Cole Turnof, Zoe Utitus,
Jeffrey Valentine, Honora Vedder,

John Veres, Renee Vozza, Ryan
Williamson, Dylan Wragg, Tristan
Wroe, Nyah Wysokowski, Jake
Zippler

Grade 8
Distinguished Honor Roll

Taylor Addis, Steven Angeli, Jakob
Ayala, Blake Baretz, Marlena Bartlett,
Lauren Bloch, Margaret Cassidy,
Phoebe Chadowitz, Emma Channell,
Emily Cheng, Norah Chinn, Ella
Conover, Micaela Cortese, Lilyana
Dermerdjieva, Alexa Diziki, Caroline
Donnelly, Katherine Evans, Maxwell
Feldman, Alfonso Ferrara, Dylan
Ferraro, Margaret Ferris, Ryan
Friedberg, Charles Garretson, Ryan
Gruters, Russell Gurland, Lindsey
Hamlin, Avery Hoeft, Katherine
Hoerle, Amaechi Ijoma, Jordyn Ives,
Ella Johnson, Mia Johnson, Sara
Kaplan, Caitlin Kearney, Josiah Kim,
Grace Klag, Teagan Kocaj, Katherine
Korins, Therese Kuehnert, Lucy
Langhart, John Lanza, Logan Lenner,
Alice Lisak, Chelsea Little, Madison
Little, Avery Longstreet, Natalie
Manzo, Sarah Martin, Arden Meyer,
Bridget Mooney, Lydia Murray,
Meghan O’Connor, Alexandrea Pace,
Jacob Root, Joshua Sacher, Megan
Sandstedt, Jonathan Schaeffer, Kevin
Shao, Meredith Shepherd, Zoe
Sherman, Thomas Smith, Jack Tay-
lor, John Tedesco, Olivia Terry, Riya
Varkey, Alessandra Verga, Remy
Waldman, Jacob Watson, Jason Yang

Grade 8
Honor Roll

Jordyn Ament, Jason Aurigemma,
Kaity Bai, Roan Baker, Alexa Bebel,
Adrien Bekker, Mateo Beltran, Julia
Berman, Lucia Biasi, Hayley Bloch,
Brooke Bradford, Aidan Brennan,
Leo Carle, Owen Carolan, Clara
Christian, Joseph Compton, Thomas
Conrod, Michael Constantinou, Alec
Crispino, Adelaide Cummings, Anna
D’Angelo, Nicholas Dec, Jackson
Derman, Christopher Desousa, Emily
DiSarno, Maia Dragowski, Shane
Edmondson, John Fischer, Samantha
Forno, Duncan Foster, Elise Fox,
Matthew Fuccillo, Lance Fule, Gracie
Gigantino, Zachary Gigantino,
Jonathan Giglio, Sydnee Goulet,
James Haley, Evan Hammer, Sabrina
Harrison, Stephen Harvey, Madison
Hurtt, Christopher Iacoponi, Siena
Jabon, Luke Jacobs, Kate Johnson,
Cailyn Jordan, Kelsey Katt, Asher
Katz, Aidan Kearney, Sarah Kennedy,
Katherine Kim, Kieran Koenke, Chloe
Kreusser, Julie Kurtz, Christina
LaPera, Yuxin Lin, Lance Linenberg,
David Link, Matthew Lynch, Mikayla
Melvin, Reilly Melvin, Ethan
Messerman, Brady Meusel, JP Meyo,
Daniel Morariu, Anand Nair, Angela
Nazzaro, Audrey Nelson, Margaux
Neumann, Ella O’Brien, Ava Ostroff,
Richard Panikiewsky, Carsyn
Parmelee, Kyra Paternoster, Jack
Percival, Courtney Pinkin, Jonah
Plawker, William Powell, Erin
Raftery, Colin Redmond, Aiden Reed,
Gracyn Reed, Ella Renshaw, Daniel
Riccardi, Emma Riley, Gavin Roth,
Aidan Royce, Lily Rubel, Ryan Rubel,
Francesca Russo, Samantha Russo,
Andrew Salvato, Chloe Sarrazin-
Boespflug, Sydney Scholder, Lucas
Schreiner, David Schuster, Walter
Schwartz, Samuel Sherman, Alyrie
Silverman, Samantha Smith, Charlie
Stock, Jackson Stock, Kelly Sullivan,
Aidan Supranowitz, Emily Triolo,
Ryan Van Allen, Jack Walter, Ciara
Weber, Leah Weiss, Alison Whitman,
Peter Youssef

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period

PAJAMA GIVING...Christopher Academy celebrates the beginning of the winter
season annually with its traditional Pajama Day. At its Scotch Plains and
Westfield campuses the children, faculty and staff cozy up and wear their favorite
pajamas to school.  Throughout the month of December Christopher Academy
children and their families donate voluntarily and generously to a campaign
designated as the Pajama and Mitten Drive. These gifts are brought to a local
charity to distribute to needy children in surrounding areas as a gesture of
community outreach and of children giving to children.

Khalfani of Mountainside
Admitted to Cornell College
MOUNT VERNON, IOWA –

Cornell College has announced that
students from around the country
have been admitted for the Fall 2018
semester, including Jakada Khalfani
of Mountainside, with a Dean's
Scholarship.

Cornell College's picturesque
campus is located in Mount Vernon,
Iowa. One of the "Colleges That
Change Lives," Cornell College is a
national liberal arts college with a

distinctive One Course At A Time
curriculum. Students take one class
for 18 days, which provides stu-
dents the chance to dive into their
studies and focus more intensely on
the classes of their choice.
Cornellians learn with the unique
freedom to shed the confines of the
traditional classroom-studying off-
campus, pursuing research, or ac-
cepting an internship – all without
missing out on other classes.

SALSA Club Conducts
Thanksgiving Day Drive

Champlain College
Tells Dean's List

BURLINGTON, VT. – The fol-
lowing students have been named to
the Champlain College Dean's List
for achieving a grade point average
of 3.5 or higher in the fall 2017
semester.

Matthew Mcabee of Cranford and
Anthony Vultaggio of Cranford.

GIVING BACK...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School SALSA Club held a
Thanksgiving food drive to benefit families in need.

SCOTCH PLAINS – For more than
33 years, El Centro Hispano-
Americano has supported local Latino
families in need. Since 2010, both
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Spanish Club (SALSA) and the Span-
ish Honor Society students have
helped support their holiday efforts.
Under the advisory of Mary
Verlangieri and Daniela Davidzon,
respectively, students participated
once again this year in El Centro’s
Thanksgiving Drive.

“I want to extend my sincere grati-
tude to you and your students for food
contributions to make our Thanks-
giving Drive a success; with your
generous donations and others, we
were able to give out 80 turkeys and
fixings to families that otherwise
would not have a Thanksgiving din-

ner,” said Executive Director Silvia
Hernandez.

“On behalf of those 80 families, I
want to thank you for helping us make
a difference and for your continued
support for those who are feeling the
pain of poverty and misfortune,” Ms.
Hernandez continued.

Members of both SALSA and the
Spanish Honor Society will partici-
pate, again this year, in their popular
annual end of the year party that El
Centro organizes for families in need
and will help collect toys for the chil-
dren.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Spanish Honor Society
members also work with El Centro’s
ESL initiative where students volun-
teer on a weekly basis as teacher
assistants.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-011769-17
FILE NO. 23408-17

NOTICE TO REDEEM

JOHN VENUTOLO; PLAIN-
TIFF VS. COLLEGE PLZ, LLC;
EASTERN FUNDING CORP,
INC; BLANCH TALIAFERRO;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: COLLEGE PLZ, LLC; EASTERN
FUNDING CORP, INC;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on December 22, 2017, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed  February 5, 2018  be-
tween the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of UNION TOWNSHIP, located
at 1976 MORRIS AVENUE, UNION, NEW
JERSEY 07083 as the time and place
when and where you may pay to the plain-
tiff the amount so found due for principal
and interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 23 BLOCK 4803 on the tax dupli-
cate of  UNION TOWNSHIP. Total amount
required to redeem tax sale certificate no.
15-00103 is $11,527.17, together with in-
terest from November 30, 2017 and costs
of $1,170.07.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/28/17, The Leader Fee: $48.45
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Jewelers&N C
Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao908-233-3380

102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

Nabig & Carmen

Store Hours: M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs: 10am to 7pm • Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

We would like to extend the warmest of New Year wishes.

We thank you for your business and hope the coming year

provides you with wonderful opportunities and much happiness.

REGISTER NOW!
Spring Classes begin
January 22, 2018
Register By 1/21/18 www.UCC.edu

Celebrate the New Year! 
N E W  Y E A R ’ S  E V E

Puttin' On the 

Ritz
Puttin' On the 

Ritz
~WITH~ ~& BROADWAY STARS!~

Broadway Stars to Join NJFO for
New Year’s Eve Celebration

 WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-
cember 31, at 7 p.m., under the baton
of Maestro David Wroe, New Jersey
Festival Orchestra again presents one
of New Jersey’s most popular New
Year’s Eve musical celebrations. This
year’s performance, “Puttin’ on the
Ritz,” promises a superb review of
American stage, screen and television
musicals to kick off the New Year’s
Eve celebrations for the entire family.

This year’s
intergenerational
program reads like
a Who's Who of the
best of Broadway.
It’s “eclectic, dy-
namic and a grand
retrospective of
some of the choice
songs from Broad-
way,” said Maestro
Wroe. “All the
great composers
are represented.”

Songs by classic
American musical
composers Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Irving Berlin, Lerner

and Loewe and Sondheim will be
included, as well as some from movie
musical favorites Frozen, Paint Your
Wagon and Golden Boy, and more
contemporary fare including Jersey
Boys and Light in the Piazza.

“We’ve shaken up the program a
bit this year,” commented Maestro
Wroe.  “But of course we will still
have room for the much loved tradi-
tional as well as a few surprises.”

This year’s
guest artists all
come from the
Broadway stage
—  Hannah
Shankman pres-
ently appears in
Wicked in New
York City,
M a r i s s a
McGowan is hot
off the national
tour of Les
Miserables and
Kiss Me, Kate on
Broadway,  Adam

Monley was recently seen in Phan-
tom of the Opera on Broadway and
Broadway star Michael Mendez was
Fatty Arbuckle in Chaplin.

 “Maestro Wroe has put together a
fabulous program,” said guest vocal-
ist Adam Monley, who also recently
starred as Mr. Banks in Paper Mill’s
production of Mary Poppins. “It’s
music that calls for dramatic interpre-
tation – it’s passionate, comedic, and
I’m thrilled to come back to New
Jersey for such an exciting celebra-
tion.”

 Continued Maestro Wroe: “This
concert is an opportunity for adults to
reminisce to songs they all know, for

kids to learn more about some of the
most exciting characters to grace the
stage and screen, and for us all to

revel in the
genius of
America’s
finest com-
posers. And
it’s a great
way for a
family to
ce lebra te
New Year’s
Eve to-
g e t h e r .
P e o p l e
want safe,
f a m i l i a r
and uplift-
ing events
to bring in

the New Year, and the NJ Festival
Orchestra has built a tradition of be-
ing the place to be on this special
night. It also fits perfectly in people’s
plans — the 1,000-plus audience ei-
ther come directly from a dinner, or
leave the concert to head off to their
final dinner or party of the year. The
event is a highlight of the year for our
community.”

Tickets range from $42 to $70,
with a special discount price of only
$15 for kids under 18.

The New Year’s Eve concert will
take place in the renovated Westfield
High School auditorium, 550 Dorian
Road in Westfield, and will finish at
approximately 9 p.m. Patrons are ad-
vised to purchase tickets well in ad-
vance as this concert has been a sell
out for the past five years.

Tickets are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
also may be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or visiting the NJFO
office at 224 East Broad Street,
Westfield, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.).

Adam Monley

Marissa McGowan

Michael Mendez

Hannah Shankman
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Wonder Wheel
Round and Round it Goes

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Woody Allen flummoxes us. I think
it was Henry Miller who asked to be
judged by his literary work and not
his personal life. “Fat chance” said
some; “O.K.” said others; and “Who’s
Henry Miller?” was doubtlessly the
response by most. While Mr. Allen
makes no such plea, aloud or tacitly,
the arrival of each new movie from
this film genius is always a sticky
wicket. We are put at odds by alleged
misbehavior, objectionable proclivi-
ties and charges of sexual harassment
never quite resolved in the cauldron
of public opinion.

Thus, with the opening of Wonder
Wheel, sometimes dramatically bril-
liant, cleverly derivative in its hom-
age to a gaggle of great playwrights,
and packed with Woody’s Proustian
shtick, the filmmaker subjects his fans
to a conundrum: Is seeing the film a
form of complicity? It’s like playing
with the bad kid on the block, the one
who’s so much fun, even though your
mom forbids it. You can’t help but
sense the 600 lb. gorilla of propriety
peering from the shadows of the the-
ater, demanding you reconcile the
moral dilemma…or not.

That dutifully noted, and since this
is not a treatise on the moral obliga-
tions of the artist, it now behooves to
review the film. First and foremost,
Kate Winslet is nomination-worthy
in her stellar portrayal of Ginny, an
emotionally frustrated Coney Island
waitress married to Humpty (Jim
Belushi), a boorish but harmless car-
ousel operator. They live in a ram-
shackle structure overlooking the
midway that Ginny informs once
housed a freak show. The accompa-
nying cacophony of the games and
amusements is what she blames for
her migraines.

Whether it’s Miss Winslet’s philo-
sophically astute portraiture or it’s
the writer’s actual objective, you can’t
experience Ginny without thinking
that Messrs. O’Neill, Ibsen and
Chekhov all had a hand in inspiring
her creation. She makes us nervous,
her paranoia, anxiety and melancho-
lia over a misbegotten past begging
for some dramatic panacea. How-
ever, when it arrives, or at least she
thinks it does in the form of a young
lifeguard/graduate student named
Mickey (Justin Timberlake), we aren’t
so sure.

Add to this scenario of discontent
the unexpected, ominous arrival of
Carolina, the prodigal daughter, and
you can include a few of the Greek
scribes in the screenplay’s pantheon
of influence. You see, Juno Temple’s
Carolina, the pretty result of Humpty’s
first marriage and symbolic of his

own recriminations, didn’t go to col-
lege as he had hoped. She married a
mobster instead. Now having turned
state’s evidence, she’s on the lam.
Ginny gets her a job waitressing.

Expectedly, friction results between
Carolina and Ginny. “She’ll bring
trouble,” warns the latter. To appease
disappointed dad, shades of The Glass
Menagerie, Carolina enrolls in night
school. So you can add a little Ten-
nessee Williams to the script infra-
structure. In fact, litterateurs, ama-
teur and otherwise, might enjoy rum-
maging the pastiche of styles,
occasioning to point them out — “Hey,
that’s rather Pinter-like”— but not
too loudly. I probably even imagined
a few just to appear smart.

But the hoity-toity allusions don’t
preclude Woody, in his meditation of
lower class folkways and mores, from
using a good old soap opera ploy in
the form of a love triangle to get the
plot moving. Meshed into his moral
inquiry, he once again asks which
crimes and misdemeanors can you
live with, and is there a limit to the
ethical wrongdoing you can sweep
under the rug before complacently
getting on with your life? In this ironi-
cally inclined jumble box of judge-
ment, the characters are fallible vic-
tims, certain that only the upper strata
get to enjoy self-determination.

Short of having Schopenhauer sing
the chorus for effect, the focus is on
the poor souls perched amidst the

gaudiness of the proletarian circus …
what the Puritan theologian Jonathan
Edwards might call sinners in the
hands of an angry god. Into this set-
ting the filmmaker builds his charac-
ters and unfurls the tale, matching the
hard knocks atmosphere with dia-
logue spewed in bleats and moans of
regret, the overriding theme being,
what could have been.

But don’t despair, dear reader. This
is Woody, the auteur who long ago, by
finding the mask of comedy hiding
behind the mask of tragedy, devel-
oped his own form of optimism, a
coping mechanism energized by the
humor he sees in the human plight.
Even in his darkest excavations, we
suspect he believes there is some crazy
acceptance if not redemption just
beyond the horizon. There is much to
munch on here.

But oh, the qualification and dis-
comfort presented by that gorilla.
Channeling the visiting Martians in
Stardust Memories (1980), who in-
form, “We like your movies, particu-
larly the early, funny ones,” we now
might lamentingly add, ‘We found it
easier to enjoy your films before you
had an affair with your adopted daugh-
ter.’

***
Wonder Wheel, rated PG-13, is an

Amazon Studios release directed by
Woody Allen and stars Kate Winslet,
Jim Belushi and Justin Timberlake.
Running time: 101 minutes.

WINTER PERFORMANCE...Shiv Tickoo of Scotch Plains, an eighth grader at
Wardlaw+Hartridge, plays trumpet at the Middle School Winter Concert. The
show featured performances by the Sixth Grade Band, Leal Choir, Sixth Grade
Choir, Seventh and Eighth Grade Band, Emelyn Choir, Jazz Band and Seventh
and Eighth Grade Choir. The concert included a mix of traditional holiday music
and a few pop favorites such as Michael Jackson's “Thriller,” Imagine Dragons'
“Believer” and Beyonce's “Halo.”

Free Parenting, Drug
Awareness Program

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School PTSO will host a free event,
“Hidden in Plain Sight,” on Wednes-
day, January 24, at 7:15 p.m., in
Westfield High School Cafeteria B,
located at 550 Dorian Road.

The targeted audience is parents and
caregivers of high-school and interme-
diate-school students. This is planned
as an important learning opportunity
taught by New Jersey-based DEA Spe-
cial Agent Timothy McMahon.

Agent McMahon, Public Infor-
mation Officer with the Drug En-
forcement Administration, has years
of experience that he will share in a
hands-on program through a simu-
lated room in which drugs are fre-
quently hidden. He also will dis-
cuss substance-abuse trends, signs
and symptoms in an effort to pro-
vide resources for parents and com-
munity members to help keep chil-
dren healthy and drug-free.

For more information, contact the
Westfield High School PTSO at
whsptso@westfieldnjk12.org.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spreading the wealth with
near perfection when it came
to points, assists and rebounds
worked out very well for the
Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team in the first half of
its game with the visiting
Roselle Rams on December 19.
But the Rams stepped up their
pace in the second half, adding
a pair of 8-0 runs and finishing
with a 9-1 run to emerge with
a 65-55 victory.

The well-designed coordina-
tion among the Cougars earned
them an 18-13 lead by the end
of the first quarter, which in-
cluded a 3-point bomb at the
buzzer by Hunter Goff, who
finished with six rebounds, an
assist and a steal. The remain-
der of the points were spread
among five Cougars. Anders
Myhre (3 assists, 2 rebounds)

sank three of his team-leading
15 points, Jack Carroll (assist,
block, rebound) had three
points and Cole Blazek (6 points,
assist, 3 rebounds, block, steal)
had three points. Brian Waldner,
who finished with three assists,
hit four of his nine points in the
quarter, and Anthony Araujo (5
points, 3 rebounds, steal) added
two points.

The Rams actually secured a
12-8 lead in the quarter until
Carroll sank a free throw that
sparked a 9-0 Cougar run.
Blazek finished the run with a
driving layup that drew a foul,
which allowed him to sink the
free throw. After the Rams sank
a 2-pointer, Goff banged his 3-

pointer.
The Cougars won the second

quarter, 16-12, to take a 34-25
lead at the half. Matt Medeiros
(6 points, 5 rebounds, assist)
was very active offensively and
defensively with four points and
four rebounds. Araujo and

Blazek each hit a 3-pointer,
while Colin Budries (8 points, 4
rebounds, 3 assists, tipped
pass, steal), Waldner and Myhre
each added two points.

Budries’ successful driving
layup eary in the third quarter
prompted the Rams to call a
timeout with the score 38-29
Cranford. After Myhre sank a
pair of free throws, the Rams
began their first 8-0 run to
narrow the margin to 40-37.
Isaiah Chase, who led the Rams
with 21 points, began the run
with a layup and ended it with
a pair of free throws. By the
end of the quarter, the Cougars
were clinging to a 44-42 lead.

But the real killer came very
early in the fourth quarter when

MYHRE NETS 15 PTS, WALDNER SINKS 9 PTS, BUDRIES NETS 8 PTS; MEDEIROS 6 PTS, 5 RBS

Roselle’s 2nd-Half Surge Sinks Cougars in Basketball, 65-55

Probitas Verus Honos
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Taylor Porter (12 points) quickly
sank a pair of 3-pointers that
was followed by a layup, put-
ting the Rams in front, 50-44.
With the help of respective  3-
pointers from Myhre and
Waldner and layups from
Medeiros and Budries, the Cou-
gars closed the gap to 56-54
but the Rams answered with a
9-1 finale, which included hit-
ting five free throws.

“I think we played well as a
team in the first half. It was all
about the team spreading the
ball around. The second half
we fell off a little bit. We will
have to rebound on Thursday,
getting back as a team, shar-
ing the wealth,” Budries said.

“We definitely played well in

the first half but we are a very
young team and for a lot of
us, this is our first varsity
minutes. We look to improve
going forward against a lot
of good teams,” Myhre
added.

The 8-0 runs in the second
half surely seemed to affect
the Cougars’ rhythm.

“Basketball is a game of
runs. We go through these
spurts where we don’t play
defense, we don’t get back
and we have to work harder
in practice. It could be a
conditioning issue. It could
be a lapse. We have to get
after it,” Myhre said.

“We definitely showed
some weakness and we will

have to work on spurts with our defense at practice tomorrow.
We will definitely be better
at that and control what the
other team is doing and play-
ing to our strengths,” Budries
said.

“Coach [Ryan] Huber said
the game was going to be
won within the first three
minutes of the game or in
the second half and that’s
what happened,” Myhre said.

“We fell off in the fourth
quarter and didn’t respond
well. It definitely cost us the
game,” Budries added.

Free throws also played a
major role in the outcome.
The Rams went to the line
and sank 16 of 22 shots,
while the Cougars struggled,

hitting just six of 15 free throws.
“We definitely will be more

focused on that in practive. We
are going to get better at that
in the long term,” Budries ex-
pressed.

“I definitely missed my fair
share today but not next time,”
Myhre promised.

Cougar Matt Fonseca contrib-
uted three rebounds, an assist
and a steal. Jim Alderman buck-
eted 17 points and LaMar Moore
added eight points for the 1-1
Rams.
Roselle 13 12 17 23 65
Cranford 18 16 10 11 55
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Westfield Swim Girls Upset Raiders, 96-74; Westfield Boys Sink Raiders, 108-62
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JUNE
Cranford

Trinity Episcopal Church, lo-
cated at 119 Forest Avenue, de-
cided to halt its application to
expand a parking lot on the pre-
mises due to the residential
neighbors who voiced their op-
position to the lot.

Hartz Mountain Industries pro-
posed to increase the township’s
population by 8 percent, accord-
ing to its application to build 905
apartments at 750 Walnut Av-
enue. Hartz Mountain wants to
rezone the commercial property
to build the apartments, along
with two swimming pools with
two clubhouses.

Garwood
The borough council voted 3-to-

2 to hire a new planning firm,
Phillips, Preiss, Grygiel L.L.C, to
provide the redevelopment plan
for phase two of the Russo Devel-
opment for South Avenue. Harbor
Consultants of Cranford provided
the redevelopment plan for the
first phase of the development.

The board of education voted
5-to-4 to reinstate Lincoln School
music teacher Armando
Gonzalez.

JULY
Cranford

Residents swarmed the
Cranford Community Center to
discuss further plans to stop the
rezoning of the 750 Walnut Av-
enue property for a 900-apart-
ment complex. A small,
grassroots organization named
Keep Cranford Quaint, which
started on Facebook, gathered
more than 300 people to learn
about the master plan for oppos-
ing the development.

Township officials met with New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP) rep-

resentatives to discuss going for-
ward with constructing Phase 2B
of the storm drainage and flood
management improvement
projects in the northeast quad-
rant of the flood zone in the
township, which includes the in-
stallation of collector storm sew-
ers underground along Riverside
Drive to convey stormwater run-
off to the pump station.

The township announced an
agreement to sell 215-235
Birchwood Avenue for $18.5 mil-
lion to a developer to build 225
units. The township purchased
the property in 2016 for $18
million from S. Hekemian, who
planned to build a 360-unit apart-
ment building there.

Garwood
With a 5-to-1 majority vote, the

borough council approved an or-
dinance solidifying a financial
agreement with South Avenue
Urban Renewal, LLC for the Casale/
Petro property re-development.
The financial agreement autho-
rizes a long-term tax exemption
Payment In Lieu Of Taxes (PILOT)
program for South Avenue Urban
Renewal, LLC, referred to as the
Russo Development, which plans
to erect 269 units.

The borough council approved
an ordinance expanding residen-
tial permit parking and two-hour
parking after Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro said commuters access-
ing the Garwood Train Station on
Center Street were parking in
residential neighborhoods as they
take trains to New York from the
Garwood Train Station.

Donald Guarriello retired as
Garwood borough engineer after
37 years.

AUGUST
Cranford

Police Chief James Wozniak re-
tired as head of the township’s
police department. Chief
Wozniak, who was advanced to
the position of chief on March 1,
2014, served the Cranford Police
Department for 25 years.

The township committee dis-
cussed creating two ordinances,
one pertaining to puppy mills
and another pertaining to tree
removal on personal property.
In June, Larry Cohen, county leg-
islative leader for the Humane
Society, requested the township
pass an ordinance that would
ban pet stores from selling cats
or dogs.

The environmental commission
and the flood advisory commit-
tee, as well as residents, pro-

SEPTEMBER
Cranford

Emanuel Nimrud withdrew his
application before the board of
adjustment to build four apart-
ments at 496 Centennial Avenue,
at the corner of Cranford Ter-
race.

Hartz Mountain said its analy-
sis showed that 130 school chil-
dren would be enrolled in the
Cranford public schools should it
develop the 30-acre parcel of
land for its proposed 905-apart-
ment complex.

Garwood
The planning board approved a

resolution reverting back to the
board’s approval several years
ago of a nine-townhouse devel-
opment on Fourth Avenue and
Walnut Street. The property,
known as the Hidi property, has
been the subject of litigation for
the past three years after the
board initially voted to approve
the multi-family development in
a single-family neighborhood.

The borough council introduced

tested a proposal to subdivide
112 Park Drive, the corner lot at
the end of the roadway that is
situated across the street from
Nomahegan pond, in a flood zone.
Two single-family homes were
proposed for the site.

The zoning board of adjust-
ment unanimously voted to ap-
prove an application for the con-
struction of a Wawa convenience
store with fuel pumps at 500
North Avenue East in Cranford.

Opening day for the 2017-2018
school year in Cranford saw more
than 3,800 students heading to
township schools. Among those
on hand to greet them were new
Superintendent Scott Rubin and
new Walnut Avenue School Prin-
cipal Celine McNally.

Garwood
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli

Second Half 2017, June Through November: Towns Prepare
for Revaluations; Towns Consider Redevelopments

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG TRIBUTE…Paying respect to the six Cranford residents who lost their
lives on 9/11, this young child lays a pink rose on the memorial at the township’s
remembrance service. Candles were lit for each person, a bell was rung, and a
red, white and blue wreath was laid in commemoration.

September 14, 2017

proposed that the borough sell
the Department of Public Works
yard on South Avenue. The South
Avenue location stores borough
vehicles in a parking lot with no
pavement or structure protect-
ing the equipment.

MaryAnn Kjetsaa was appointed
to the board of education to re-
place Kathleen Patterson, who
resigned.

The borough council unani-
mously agreed to fill a full-time
accounting and tax clerk position
with two part-time employees.
The council projected that the
two employees would cost the
borough $2,000 less in wages
annually at minimum, pending
finalized benefit agreements.

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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NOVEMBER
Cranford

Democrats expanded their con-
trol of the township committee,

Council Adopts Ordinance
For 73-Unit Apt. Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council adopted an ordinance on
second reading for the South
Avenue II redevelopment plan at
Tuesday night’s meeting. The
plan proposes 73 rental units.
The council, while cognizant of a
court-ordered timeline, has ac-
knowledged the planning board
will further seek borough resi-
dent interests during the site-
plan review.

“I will not support this,” said
Councilman Joseph Sarno.

Mr. Sarno said a more detailed
overview was not presented to
the council before governing body
members weighed whether to
approve a 52 for-sale townhome
redevelopment plan or the ap-
proved redevelopment plan for
73 rental units for the property
which also is known as the Casale/
Petro site.

Mr. Sarno held a binder provid-
ing an apparent detailed South
Avenue I redevelopment plan
overview, which will include one
building with 298 apartment units
and 19,366 square feet of retail
space. Mr. Sarno said “for what-
ever reasons” a detailed over-
view was not provided for South
Avenue II before decisions were
made.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the court-ordered affordable-
housing timeline exposing the
borough to builder’s remedy law-
suits creates an “imperative to
not roll the dice” by challenging
the timeline.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock said she acknowl-
edged resident feedback being
more in favor of the rental unit
option, thus she supports the
ordinance.

Ms. Blumenstock said she was
more comfortable with the lesser
three-bedroom count proposed

for the rental unit redevelop-
ment option versus three times
the three-bedroom count in the
stacked townhome option. Ms.
Blumenstock said three-bedroom
layouts promote more school-
aged children, possibly burden-
ing borough resources such as
the school district.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
said it is important to note Russo
Development, the developer of
both the South Avenue I and II
redevelopment projects, offers a
for-sale redevelopment option,
reduces the three-bedroom
count, and provides more mu-
nicipal parking when asked again
by borough leaders.

Both redevelopment options for
South Avenue II were presented
to the public at a town-hall for-
matted meeting held at Lincoln
School on December 5. Russo
Development’s Ed Russo re-
sponded to questions and con-
cerns the public had on either
redevelopment plan.

Borough redevelopment attor-
ney William Northgrave said he
does not expect borough finan-
cial advisors to find Russo Devel-
opment making an “undeniably
high” profit after conducting more
comprehensive financial models
on the development.

Both Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilman Sarno
voted against the South Avenue
II redevelopment ordinance. The
planning board is refining an or-
dinance to de-incentive future
developers from constructing less
than seven units, stated plan-
ning board member Bill Nierstedt.
The affordable-housing guide-
lines suggest affordable units are
mandated for construction when
more than seven units are devel-
oped, Mr. Nierstedt said.

Mr. Nierstedt said the ordinance

ham finished in third place fol-
lowed by Republican Michael
Collings. After provisional and
mail-in votes were calculated, Mr.
McCormack’s margin of victory
over Mr. Graham was six votes.

Planning board members pro-
vided critical commentary after
reviewing the South Avenue rede-
velopment plan ordinance which
calls for the property to be desig-
nated for 52 stacked town homes.
“The plan is purely for the appli-
cant (Russo Development). Russo
can do better than this. I don’t see
how the borough is benefiting from
this plan,” said planning board
member Bill Nierstedt.

Albert Del Conte was elected as
a new member to the Garwood
Board of Education along with
incumbent board members Linda
Koenig and Christine Guerriero.
Board member Mary Ann Kjetsaa
was elected after running unop-
posed for a one-year term.

an ordinance designating the
Garwood Mall an overlay zone for
possible affordable-housing de-
velopment. Under court-imposed
affordable-housing measures,
Garwood is responsible for addi-
tional affordable units to be zoned
for future development.

OCTOBER
Cranford

Ryan Greco, a 19-year veteran
of the police department, was
sworn in as the new chief. It also
was announced that Township
Clerk Tara Rowley was leaving
her post after 17 years with the
municipal government, the last
11 as clerk. She confirmed that
she would be the new town clerk
in Westfield.

Garwood
The planning board adopted the

housing element and fair share
plan as part of Garwood’s master
plan. The review designates the
Garwood Mall, a strip mall on
South Avenue, as an overlay zone
for the borough’s affordable-
housing obligations should the
property become available in the
future for development. The to-
tal affordable units the borough
must zone for has been reduced
from 213 to 45.

The board of education termi-
nated employee participation in
the State Health Benefits Pro-
gram and approved an agree-
ment with AmeriHealth/Trust for
employee medical and prescrip-
tion drug plans commencing in
January. Garwood Education As-
sociation representatives said the
teachers union had not been
given sufficient notice that their
benefits options were changing.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Second Half 2017, June Through November:
Towns Consider Redevelopments

Cranford Rec. Honors
Decorating Winners

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced the winners of its
third annual Holiday Decorating
Contest. They are as follows:

Most Outrageous — 207
Scherrer Street; Most Traditional
— 112 Makatom Drive, and All-
Around Favorite — 41 Keith
Jeffries Avenue.

A committee voted to select
the winners. Prizes consisted of a
gift certificate to a local estab-
lishment as well as a lawn sign
letting everyone know the house
was a contest winner.

Champlain College
Tells Dean's List

BURLINGTON, VT. – The fol-
lowing students have been
named to the Champlain College
Dean's List for achieving a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher in
the fall 2017 semester.

Matthew Mcabee of Cranford
and Anthony Vultaggio of
Cranford.
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winning both seats that were up
for grabs, including one held by a
Republican. Deputy Mayor Patrick
Giblin will be joined on the com-
mittee by first-time candidate
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve as they
defeated Republicans Andis
Kalnins, an incumbent, and Rich-
ard Buontempo.

Kurt Petschow, Jr., Lisa Carbone
and Kristen Mallon were reelected
to the board of education.

Once an office use, 215-235
Birchwood Avenue is planned to
become a residential use with
three, four-story apartment
buildings, according to a rede-
velopment plan introduced on
first reading by the township com-
mittee. The redevelopment would
include multi-family residential
development consisting of 225
apartments, 34 of which are af-
fordable, and spread amongst
three separate buildings.

Garwood
Council President Sara Todisco,

a Democrat, and Richard
McCormack, a Republican, were
the winners in the borough coun-
cil election. Democrat Russ Gra-
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Wednesday Morning Club
Posts New Year Activities

CRANFORD — The Wednes-
day Morning Club will welcome
the new year with a schedule of
various events in January. Its
first business meeting will take
place on Wednesday, January
3, beginning at 10 a.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.
Sue Driscoll will preside and
club member Janet Crowe will
present the program. Ms. Crowe
will discuss the work of artist
and children’s book author Leo
Lionni, whose works are known
for their i l lustrations and
though-provoking stories. She
will relate her experiences us-
ing such books as “Swimmy”
and “A Color of His Own” with
children in the classroom to cre-
ate wonderful learning experi-
ences. The Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford. All are welcome.

The club’s Public Affairs De-
partment will meet at the home
of Dot Conheeney on Tuesday,
January 9, at 1 p.m. David
Pringle, campaign director for
Clean Water Action, will speak
to the group. Mr. Pringle, a life-
long resident of Cranford, will
discuss the many issues that
are involved in protecting New
Jersey’s clean water.

The Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will meet on Tuesday,
January 16, at 10 a.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

Anne Castellano, a club mem-
ber and an artist who has exhib-
ited her work locally, will con-
duct a hands-on workshop. Mrs.
Castellano will illustrate draw-
ing techniques using colored
pencils. Interested persons are
asked to call Mrs. Castellano to
reserve a place in the group.

The Literature Department will
meet on Monday, January 22,
at 1 p.m., at the home of
Maureen Mairo. Ms. Mairo will
lead a discussion of the novel “A
Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor
Towles. The book has been de-
scribed by The Wall Street Jour-
nal as “Entertaining...buzzes
with the energy of numerous
adventures, love affairs, and
twists of fate.”

For more information about
The Wednesday Morning Club,
call Vice-President Carol Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or e-mail
her at caromm@comcast.net.

will require developers to pro-
vide financial compensation at
an undefined compensation rate
to a borough affordable-housing
trust fund even if less than seven
units are constructed. Mr.
Nierstedt also said the ordinance
will stop legal loopholes such as
LLC changes denying developers
affordable-housing requirement
responsibility.

The borough would still be re-
sponsible for its court-mandated
fair-share affordable number for
new development, while borough
resources would be drained by
unaccounted developers, Mr.
Nierstedt added.

In other business, Council-
woman Blumenstock said any
residents who experience heat-
ing problems can take refuge in
Borough Hall to alleviate expo-
sure to cold temperatures during
daytime or nighttime, as the
building is a warming station.

Mayor Charles Lombardo pro-
moted Allen Tweedle to fire chief.
Mr. Tweedle has served on the
borough’s volunteer fire squad
for more than 20 years.

“Be prepared,” said Mr.
Tweedle, offering two words of
advice to fellow firefighters.

John Scalzadonna will serve as
assistant chief while Lenny Spina
was promoted to the rank of fire
official.

Pat DiFabio is still Garwood’s
longest-serving firefighter. He
has been serving the borough for
over 68 years. Mr. DiFabio started
his tenure in 1950, holding the
title as longest-serving firefighter
in the entire county. Mr. DiFabio
is still an active volunteer at age
90.

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
participated in his last council
meeting.

“Councilman Petruzzelli has dili-
gently served Garwood for nine
years, and I want to express my
deepest gratitude (to him),”
Mayor Lombardo said.

Mr. Petruzzelli will continue as

a volunteer firefighter with the
borough.

“When Garwood needed some-
one to act like a project manager
of the recreation complex con-
struction project, it was Lou that
spent countless hours on the
phone or at meetings with con-

Please Recycle All of Your
Christmas Paper and Packaging

I know that it’s not looked for-
ward to like Santa is, but for those
who have been hoping that I did
not forget my annual please re-
cycle all of your Christmas paper
and packaging letter, fear not, for
here it is! I urge you to remember
that there is no reason for the
amount of garbage we put out for
pickup in the days after Christ-
mas to be any more than usual.
My family creates an 18-inch high
metal can’s worth of garbage each
week of the year, and our Christ-
mas week garbage amount will
be no different.

All of the wrapping paper that
we use is just – paper – it all can
and should be recycled. Or even
better, reused. All of the card-
board gift box packaging is pa-
per too and should also be re-
cycled. So can Christmas cards
and envelopes. (The card fronts
can even be reused for postcards
next year!) If we take a look at
the plastic wrapping around our
gifts, most of it (I’ll admit not all)
has the recycling symbol and
numbers inside it, and can and
should be recycled. Hold on to
old wiring or parts from elec-
tronic gadgets that are being
replaced to recycle in 2018 elec-
tronic recycling days. Remem-
ber that plastic comes from oil.
Recycle our plastic and maybe

we can reduce our oil use, cost,
dependency, and carbon foot-
print! Now that Cranford and
Garwood recycle Styrofoam, we
can even put that packaging in
with the recycling! And there’s
no reason to wrap your tired
Christmas tree in plastic bag-
gage before you put it out for
pickup – that’s only more plastic
garbage. There is no reason for
our Christmas week garbage to
increase in any way. Residents
can even contact me at
williamnierstedt@gmail.com if
you are uncertain as to whether
or not something can be recycled!

In these days when we taxpay-
ers complain about high taxes,
and we pay for our garbage by
weight at the incinerator, and air
and water pollution later in our
health, I urge all of us to try to
remember that the two thoughts
go together. If we reduce the
amount of garbage we generate,
we pay less for it in our taxes,
and we make our earth healthier.
Let’s see if we can all increase
our recycling efforts after Christ-
mas this year too. Save a tree!
(Those can be reused too!) Re-
duce air pollution! And make it
an annual habit! Merry Christ-
mas and Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

Local Letter to the Editor

tractors,” Councilwoman Todisco
said.

Ms. Todisco said being a council
member can be a thankless job,
one where individuals often get
attacked personally while trying
to altruistically serve their com-
munity.

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You
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Honor Ridge Academy
To Hold Workshop

CLARK — Honor Ridge Acad-
emy will present a workshop
called “Reducing Anxiety and Dis-
ruptive Behavior in the Class-
room” on Friday, February 23,
2018, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

The workshop will take place at
Honor Ridge Academy’s campus
at 342 Madison Hill Road, Clark,
and is offered as an outreach
service to the education and dis-
ability community in and around
Clark.

There is no cost for the work-
shop. Professionals can earn 5.5
CEUs. Registration is required by
e-mailing Valerie Fornelius at
vfornelius@honorridge.org.

Council Adopts Ordinance for 73-Unit Apt. Plan


