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Rec. Commission Says
Goodbye to Three Members

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The members
of the recreation commission con-
ducted their last meeting of 2017 on
Monday night. Commission Chair-
man Peter Echausse began the meet-
ing by thanking Chris Langhart, who
will step down as the group’s board
of education liaison, and Michael
Cash, William Kelley and Jennifer
Czarnecki, whose terms end this
year.

According to Mr. Echausse, the
retiring members have devoted
themselves to serving the commu-
nity and have been instrumental in
the completion of several major
projects including the installation
of turf playing fields and renova-
tions to the Memorial Pool Com-
plex. In particular, he thanked Mr.
Cash who, during his 17 years of
service, often used his expertise in
the bond market to assist with the
debt service plans for major capital
improvements.

In other business, Recreation Di-
rector Don Bogardus advised the
commission that program brochures

for the upcoming winter session will
be mailed next week to residents,
and a new indoor youth sports pro-
gram will be offered on Saturday
mornings for children ages 3 to 5.
Mr. Bogardus also provided a de-
tailed update on the status of the
ongoing renovations to the pool
complex, including the installation
of security cameras and the review
of bid proposals for the refurbish-
ment of the slides and the installa-
tion of air conditioning in the meet-
ing room.

Commission members discussed
the ongoing maintenance work at
Houlihan and Sid Fay Fields, which
includes the vacuuming of the crumb
rubber and minor repairs to the
seams and turf. They also reviewed
proposed schematics for the pro-
posed new restroom facility at Me-
morial Field. Initially, the commis-
sion had investigated the construc-
tion of a new building, but after
receiving bids, which were tens of
thousands of dollars higher than they
had budgeted, they determined the
installation of a unisex, three-stall

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader
THREEPEAT! NORTH 2, GROUP 5 CHAMPS...The Westfield High School football team and Head Coach Jim DeSarno
celebrate after defeating Bridgewater-Raritan, 20-7, for its third straight North 2, Group 5 Championship at MetLife
Stadium on November 30. The Blue Devils extended their “undefeated” streak to 37 games.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ENTERTAINING SHOPPERS...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Brass
Quintet entertains shoppers in Downtown Westfield on Sunday. The  event  is
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

SOLEMN ANNIVERSARY...Today our nation will commemorate the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, which occurred on December 7, 1941, thrusting
the United States into World War II.

Signature Realty OK’d
For J. Winthrop Space

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning board
on Monday night approved Signature
Realty NJ, LLC for development of a
new office space at 236 Elmer Street.
The space will be utilized by Signature
for its continued residential real estate
business and commercial real estate
business. The retail location has been
“vacant for some time now,” said the
applicant’s attorney, James Foerst. The
location was previously occupied by J.
Winthrop and Co.

“We’re very pleased with the out-
come of this meeting. We have been
doing a tremendous amount of sales in
Westfield. Having a footprint is a great
way to give back to the residents we
have appreciated working with for many
years now,” said Signature Realty NJ
Chief Executive Officer Michelle Pais.

Mr. Foerst said the office parking lot
would keep two non-conforming park-
ing spaces. The town’s ordinance re-
quires a minimum of five parking
spaces. Mr. Foerst said Ms. Pais plans
to make the one space Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.
Neither of the two spaces was ADA
compliant.

Mr. Foerst said he would agree to
scale back some landscaping to make
sure the parking space is van accessible.

Ms. Pais stated in her testimony that
the office space would not generate
additional traffic volume in the area.
Agents spend most time prospecting
business or in the field working with
clients. Often consumer traffic is set by
appointment or at non-congestion times,
stated Ms. Pais.

“Where will all the trash be stored?”
asked Westfield Town Planner Donald
Sammet, referring to the amount of old
paper associated with office operations.

Ms. Pais confirmed that the paper

will be removed weekly by a profes-
sional service and stored within the
office until pickup.

The board approved all variance re-
quests except for a variance allowing a
non-conforming freestanding sign. Vari-
ance relief was requested to accommo-
date a 16-square-foot sign with an 8.4-
foot height. The applicant agreed to a
conforming 10-square-foot sign with
an eight-foot height.

Planning board member Robert
Newell said he supports the project
because it provides a “good utilization
of the property.” Mr. Newell said he
agreed with testimony that real estate
offices are not high-volume business
impacting traffic flow.

Planning board member Francis
Smith said the office provides “the flex-
ibility” to what the planning board was
looking for when considering businesses
for specific retail space.

“We look forward to servicing the
community and playing an active role
in giving back as community leaders,”
Ms. Pais said.

The planning board meeting was the
last for the 2017 calendar year. Plan-
ning Board Chairman Vincent Wilt
stated that some members will be back
and some will not be reappointed. Mr.
Wilt stated this is commonplace prac-
tice after elections when an incumbent
does not remain in office. Mayor-elect
Shelley Brindle will be sworn into of-
fice Monday, January 1, after defeating
three-term Mayor Andy Skibitsky in
November.

Mr. Wilt said he wanted to thank all
those community volunteers who will
not be returning to the planning board
and hopes those who remain will con-
tinue to guide new members.

“When you vote as a volunteer, you
vote for the community you want,” Mr.
Wilt said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SING-ALONG...Shoppers stop to listen to Christmas season songs
byTwisted Moustache, who performed in Downtown Westfield Sunday afternoon
both outdoors and inside several businesses. The event is sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Westfield Won’t Have Full-Day
Kindergarten In Near Future

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield will not
have a full-day kindergarten in the
immediate future, the board of educa-
tion was told this week.

Mark Friedman, chairman of the
Long-Range Planning Committee,
said there had been more than 1,500
responses to the online survey asking
residents for their opinion on extend-
ing the current half-day provision to a
full-day program.

The board had heard at a previous
meeting that it would cost each

Westfield household an estimated
$290 a year to fund a full-day kinder-
garten, $40 for a bond to pay for
additional building and $250 to pay
for extra teachers and other associ-
ated costs.

“After careful review of the associ-
ated costs, the results of the survey
and the current uncertainty of many
external factors, the Long-Range
Planning Committee will be recom-
mending to the full board that we not
proceed with a full-day kindergarten
program for the immediate future,”
Mr. Friedman said.

He stressed that the board would
look into other options that did not
create a financial burden for Westfield
taxpayers which would possibly be
an expansion of the current, success-
ful “wrap” program.

In other business, Bob Morrison,
whose company is the board’s audi-
tor, was full of praise for the financial
responsibility of the board.

“As usual, the finances are in good
shape,” he told board members. He
said that the district financial team
had saved the district $460,000 over
four years by refunding a 2006 bond
that they were not obliged to refund
but had kept an eye on interest rates
and jumped at an opportunity that
presented itself; aggregate $5 to $6
million by making a “tricky” switch
to a self-insured health benefits plan,
and $3.5 million by not borrowing
the full amount of the December 2012
$13.6-million bond for roof replace-
ment because the eventual cost was
less than anticipated.

The board said goodbye to three
familiar faces at Tuesday’s meeting
and welcomed one new member to
the team. Mr. Friedman is leaving the
board after six and a half years and
Chris Langhart is departing after one
term of three years. Both men felt the
board had improved significantly
since they joined.

“I could not have asked for two
more thoughtful and conscientious
colleagues. You have both served the
Westfield community in so many
ways,” Board President Gretchan
Ohlig said.

To Mr. Friedman, she added, “As
head of the finance committee, you
have challenged us to operate within
our means without sacrificing the tra-
dition of excellence on which this
district is built.”

And she told Mr. Langhart, “In
very quick time you found yourself
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Redevelopment Proposals
Told for South Avenue II

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Russo
Development’s Ed Russo presented
residents, at a Tuesday night Town
Hall meeting, with two possible de-
velopments, one which will even-
tually be developed at the South
Avenue II site, better known as the
Casale/Petro site. One development
prospect proposes 73 rental units
and the other proposes 52 for-sale
stacked townhome units. Mr. Russo
answered residents’ questions,

while no development plan will be
made official until further planning
board review and borough council
approval.

The 73-rental-unit structure
would yield 108 total bedrooms
while the 52-unit structure would
yield 130 total bedrooms. Mr. Russo
said community impact studies have
shown three-bedroom units would
result in four to five times as many
school children (ages 5 to 18) as
one-bedroom units. Two-bedroom
units create two times as many
school-age children as one-bedroom
units, Mr. Russo said.

Russo attorney Christopher H.
Minks said on average two to three
children enter a school system per
100 units developed, according to
statewide financial impact studies.

Board of Education member Sal
Piarulli said Mr. Russo was dis-
counting his development in
Lyndhurst that resulted in the dou-
bling of a kindergarten class.

“Our district is getting younger
and younger,” Mr. Piarulli said.

Mr. Russo said no one person can
ever tell how many students will
move into a district or how devel-
opment will impact future family
progression as time passes. Mr.
Russo said it is important to look at

comparable developments, for ex-
ample a 188-unit development in
Cranford. The impact on the school
district was “zero children,” Mr.
Russo said.

“It doesn’t matter, you cannot pro-
hibit rentals,” said Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud, responding to a
resident inquiry on whether the
stacked townhomes could be rented.

One resident said he feels
homeowners are more likely to care
about a community than a tenant.

The 73-unit proposal would be
comprised of 39 one-bedroom units,
19 two-bedroom units and eight
three-bedroom units, with seven stu-
dio apartments. The development
would have one e-shaped building
allowing for 23 additional munici-
pal parking spaces. Twenty-five
percent of the property is open
space.

Mr. Russo said the stacked
townhome development option
would provide a taller building
structure than the rental unit devel-
opment option.

Mr. Russo said a con from a
developer’s perspective is the rental
development offers 60 percent one-
bedroom units. The resident park-
ing garage would be accessed by
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Board of Health Reviews
Restaurant Inspections

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
meeting, board of health members
held a hearing regarding Old Havana’s
recent unsatisfactory rating. No one
from the establishment was present to
represent the restaurant. Old Havana
will be re-inspected this week.

If the restaurant is unsatisfactory,
the owners will face a $1,000 fine. A
four-day restaurant closure will be
enacted until changes have been made
enabling a satisfactory rating. If the
restaurant is rated satisfactory upon
re-inspection, it will be placed on
probation for a year, with another
unsatisfactory rating resulting in a
$1,000 fine and a four-day manda-
tory restaurant closure.

Health Inspector Giselle Alfaro said
the restaurant staff is not trained on
proper reheating, compliant heat-
cooling methods or temperatures, or
how to calibrate a thermometer.

“So what you’re telling me is no
one who was around knew what to
do,” said board member Dr. Lawrence
Budnick in replying to Ms. Alfaro’s
assertion on the kitchen staff’s train-
ing on food preparation techniques.

Dr. Budnick said he was concerned
and confused how the restaurant at-
tained three conditional ratings, then
“somehow reverted to a poor practice
again.”

Ms. Alfaro said the staff bathroom
in the kitchen did not have a toilet
seat. Cleaning products were present

on food prep tables but not properly
stored while their ware washing ma-
chine was not functioning.

Ms. Alfaro said buckets were being
used as temporary catch basins be-
neath the ware washing machines for
dripping water.

Principal Health Inspector Helen
Mendez said the restaurant owner has
not paid their re-inspection fee.

“In 10 years in 10 different towns, I
have never encountered a restaurant
that has never passed an initial inspec-
tion or unannounced visit. It’s unheard
of. This is really concerning,” Health
Officer Megan Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said closing a busi-
ness for four days or five total days,
accounting for Old Havana being
closed per usual hours of operation
on Mondays, is devastating to the
business.

Williams-Sonoma, which offers
cooking classes, also will be re-in-
spected, as the establishment did not
have a certified food handler. In addi-
tion, a hand wash sink was blocked
and hot foods were not being stored at
135 degrees Fahrenheit, Ms. Mendez
stated.

7-Eleven will be re-inspected after
an initial inspection found that em-
ployees lacked food safety knowl-
edge and that no thermometer was
present to assure proper food tem-
perature, Ms. Mendez said.

Akai Lounge was found satisfac-
tory upon re-inspection, Ms. Mendez
said.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAN FOR BIRCHWOOD...Pictured above is the conceptual plan of the new
development for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue, Cranford. The vegetation buffer in
the lower portion of the picture is the planned buffer for residents who live on
Wadsworth Terrace. Wadsworth residents had requested to deepen the buffer.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BUILDING HOUSES…At Sunday afternoon’s special event at the Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield, families assemble mini-houses out of graham
crackers that covered empty milk cartons. Families were treated to stories, crafts
and tasting of gingerbread and cookies.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Full-Day Kindergarten
the chair of our negotiations team.
Staff members quickly embraced you
as trustworthy and honest, and you
have accomplished great things for
the district.”

“Our board is made up of nine
individuals all trying to row in the
same direction. We all come from
different backgrounds, perhaps dif-

ferent parts of town, perhaps differ-
ent occupations, but we are single-
minded in that we are all here for the
students,” Mr. Friedman said. “We
have been innovative in the use of
technology, in the use of solar, in the
way we manage your tax dollars. Six
years ago, Westfield was a follower
in the use of tech in the classroom.
Today we are a leader.”

Mr. Friedman took the opportunity
to announce that he and his wife,
Debbie, were establishing the Mark
and Debra Friedman Innovation
Scholarship, which will be awarded
to a graduating high-school senior
who has demonstrated the ability to
“think outside of the box” and has
developed something that is innova-
tive.

Lorre Korecky, who will leave the
district after 22 years, introduced her
replacement as coordinator of schools
and community liaison, Mary Ann
McGann.

Ms. McGann currently is working
in a similar role in Warren and has a
background in journalism and news
production.

The meeting opened with the board
honoring the Boys’ Cross Country
team, which won the Union County
Championship title and placed third
in the state championship, the fourth-
fastest Westfield team in the 38 years
of the state competition in Holmdel.

“The amount of preparation it takes
to put together a team like this is
really tremendous. We did the math
one year and worked out that, for
every mile of racing, the kids did 60
miles of racing in preparation. That
largely goes unseen but, without that,
none of this is possible. That is a
tribute to their commitment to one
another and their commitment to the
team,” Coach Chris Tafelski said.

“Every meeting we sit here and talk
about facilities and curriculum and
policies and the budget and it’s all
pretty dry and boring, but what it
leads to is what we just saw, giving
awards to the track team, and we have
all these great students and they come
in and we laud their accomplishments
and that is what this is all about,” Mr.
Langhart said during the meeting.

The board voted to approve the
use of temporary lighting at Kehler
Stadium by the Westfield Soccer
Association from March 1 to April
30 for three evenings a week under
the same strict conditions that have
accompanied this permission in pre-
vious years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rec.
prefabricated building was a more
cost-effective option. The goal is to
have the new bathrooms in place in
2018.

Commission meetings in 2018
will be held on Mondays, January 8,
February 5, March 12, April 9, May
7, June 4, July 2, September 10,
October 1, November 5 and De-
cember 3. Commission members
urge residents to support the
Westfield Community Band’s an-
nual holiday concert, which will be
held tomorrow, December 8, at 7:30
p.m., at Westfield High School.

Mountainside Council
Discusses Parking Signs

veering right in the semi-circle that
also leads to the front door.

The development proposal of 52
townhomes would include 26 two-
bedroom units and a 26 three-bed-
room mix. Sewer and garbage costs
would be paid for by borough resi-
dents. The presentation depicted a
four-building structure with 17 per-
cent of the property allocated to open
space.

“Aesthetically, the condo looks like
a cookie cutter or plain oatmeal. No
design,” said a resident in describing
the stacked townhome plan.

Mr. Russo replied that sometimes
hypothetical computerized configu-
rations do not do a finished product
justice when determining the best
aesthetics.

Director of Office of Emergency
Management Ken Capobianco stated
that he feels the financial burden for
the borough to remove waste from all
the townhomes could consume re-
sources and time.

The South Avenue development
would have two elevators available.
Mr. Russo said, in theory, the floor
plan could be negotiated, but the num-
ber of bedrooms for each possible
development will remain.

A Willow Avenue resident said that
Willow Avenue is a flood zone. The
resident questioned if Mr. Russo un-
derstands the severity to which resi-
dents have been warned about flood
risks by environmental agencies. The
resident stated that his neighbors and
he will experience 18-percent in-
creases in flood-insurance premiums.

Mr. Minks said the developer can-
not increase storm water runoff and
must create a runoff detention sys-
tem. He said the detention system has
been reviewed by appropriate third
parties who have determined the plan
to be above what is mandated.

The presentation was to keep resi-
dents up to date with the project and
to receive resident feedback on the
development type they would favor.
Mr. Russo said the South Avenue I
development will “hopefully” begin
demolition in early 2018, with con-
struction beginning in a six-month
period. South Avenue II construction
will not begin until South Avenue I is
substantially rented. South Avenue I
will have 298 units, of which 30 will
be classified as affordable.

South Avenue II is projected for a
construction start date sometime in
2020, Mr. Russo said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

South Ave.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief Finan-
cial Officer Jill Goode told the bor-
ough council Tuesday that she would
draft a resolution authorizing the bor-
ough to cancel tax account balances
of $5 or less which will be voted on at
the Tuesday, December 19 public
meeting. Council members also
agreed to adopt the planning board’s
recommendation to reduce the Per-
formance Guarantee Bond for Capi-
tal Senior Housing since the project
has been partially completed and to
appoint Christopher Mason as a vol-
unteer firefighter.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Tom Cogan, who
owns the home at the corner of
Hickory Lane and Mohawk Drive,
asked the council to consider autho-
rizing the removal of the “no park-
ing” sign in front of his home. Ac-
cording to Mr. Cogan, while he does
not object to prohibiting parking on
the street, he noted there are 13 homes
in the area and eight “no parking”
signs, and he believes an excessive
number of signs have been placed in
front of his property, which already
has two PSE&G signs on it.

Several council members noted that
decisions regarding the number and
placement of signs is determined by
the police department and may be
governed by the federal Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. In
addition, Borough Administrator
James Debbie advised that the resi-
dents of Mohawk Drive had told the
council that they intend to submit a
petition requesting more signs pro-
hibiting parking in the area, which is
popular with bus commuters travel-
ing to New York City. The group
agreed to consult with Police Chief
Allan Attanasio and conduct addi-
tional research on the feasibility of

relocating the signs.
Borough Engineer Michael Disko

made a detailed presentation regard-
ing the new unfunded obligations
which the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) will
soon impose on municipalities as part
of the storm water permit reauthori-
zation process. In addition to requir-
ing municipalities to map their storm
water systems including storm drains,
catch basins and roads with drainage
systems, the state will now require
local governments to provide data on
privately-owned property so it can be
included in the state’s Geographic
Information System (GIS). Under the
new state plan, municipalities will be
responsible for ensuring that all prop-
erty owners with systems classified
as “major” perform proper opera-
tions and maintenance.

The borough council asked Mr.
Disko to obtain additional informa-
tion and to partner with the Depart-
ment of Public Works to investigate
the most cost-effective way of pro-
viding the data that the state requires.

Pleasant Ave. Application
Carried to Dec. 20 Meeting

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Applicant
Stephanie Mitterhoff, of 117 Pleas-
ant Avenue, decided at Wednesday’s
planning board meeting to adjourn
her application hearing to the next
board meeting, to be held Wednes-
day, December 20.

Her attorney, Jim Foerst, and her
professional engineer, Matthew
Wilder, had presented to the board
changes that had been made to the site
plan after hearing the board’s con-
cerns back in September.

Ms. Mitterhoff had already installed
a fence, retaining wall, a driveway
and patio pavers to her property that
go beyond what is allowed in her
zone, without first seeking permits or
applying for a variance. She was is-
sued a stop work order, and is now
seeking a variance.

The new plans presented showed a
reduction of 6 percent in impervious
coverage by removing some pavers
and taking away some of the drive-
way surface. Before any improve-
ments were made, the lot had about
40 percent impervious coverage,
where 35 percent is the zone’s maxi-
mum allowable. The new plan has 51
percent coverage. Mr. Wilder had said
a swale and a dry well would capture
stormwater runoff before it could
reach any neighboring properties.

The rear yard neighbor, Vanessa
Hobbs of Montrose Avenue, had com-
plained how the white, vinyl, six-foot
fence that sits on top of a two-foot
retaining wall is “unappealing.”

The board had said since the fence
is on top of the retaining wall, the

fence essentially appears as if it is an
eight-foot fence from the neighbor’s
yard.

There also was concern that the
footings poured for the fence posts
are not to code and that they also
encroach on the neighbor’s property.

Mr. Wilder suggested that the ap-
plicant plant a hedge on the neighbor’s
property to make it more attractive.

“There has got to be an alternative
that is not imposing on the rear neigh-
bor,” said board member David
Blechinger. Ms. Dobbs later said she
did not want to be responsible for the
upkeep of plantings.

The board also heard three other
applications.

An eight-foot by 12-foot shed was
approved that would increase the cov-
erage allowed in the zone to 42 per-
cent at 91 Montrose Avenue.

A 360-square-foot, in-ground pool
and a 28-square-foot patio was al-
lowed to be built at 168 Pleasant
Avenue that would increase lot cov-
erage to 43 percent. A drainage plan
is to be designed to handle stormwater
runoff.

A detached garage to replace a
smaller garage to allow for two larger
vehicles and some lawn equipment
was approved. It would increase cov-
erage a little more than 1 percent over
the existing coverage at 260 Paterson
Avenue.

The board also approved by reso-
lution the master plan revised errata
sheet.

Additionally, board member Jack
Molenaar, a borough councilman, an-
nounced that board member Teresa
Keeler has resigned from the board.
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Fanwood Lib. Now Seeks New
Building at Cost of $5 Million
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Memo-
rial Library Director Dan Weiss in-
formed the borough council Monday
night that the new direction of the
library improvements is to demolish
the existing library and construct a
new building. The budget for the new
construction is about $5 million, about
$2 million more than the last plan
presented to the council for improve-
ments and an addition.

The decision to construct a new

building was rendered by a building
committee made up of Councilmen
Russell Huegel and Jack Molenaar,
along with Mr. Weiss, as well as
Friends of the Library representa-
tives Katherine Balch, Pat Plante,
Carol Campell and Ann Minski.

Mr. Weiss said he hopes to receive
at least $2 million from the recently
passed New Jersey Library Construc-
tion Bond Act to fund part of the
project. The borough would need to
submit an application once the Act’s
application process is known, possi-

bly in the first quarter in 2018, Mr.
Weiss said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr asked to have
a draft proposal from the library’s
architect, John Veisz of FVHD, that
provides his proposal for services.

To date, the library has paid Mr.
Veisz about $20,000 for his concept
designs for the renovation and expan-
sion of the library, Mr. Weiss said.

Mr. Weiss envisions the new build-
ing would be more than 10,000 square
feet and would have a basement,
ground floor and second floor, with
an elevator. A large community space
with seating for 100 people, a busi-
ness center for home-based businesses
and telecommuters, and a teen and
children’s library also would be part
of the plan. The ground level would
house the main public facilities, with
the basement for storage, office space
and utilities, and the second floor for
storage and less circulated book
stacks. Mr. Weiss told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the li-
brary now owns a generator that acts
as a measure against flooding in the
basement due to the power to the
sump pump being cut off.

The council has yet to commit to
any project to improve the library.

In a special meeting Monday held
before the agenda session, the bor-
ough council passed seven resolu-
tions and introduced a bond ordi-
nance.

The bond ordinance was introduced
to appropriate $286,640 for capital
improvements, including road im-
provements and renovations to the
building at the Fanwood Train Sta-
tion. The ordinance will have a public
hearing on Monday, December 18.

A reimbursement agreement for
utility relocation on properties within
the redevelopment area was amended
between Rita Mandel and Kenny
Chung to increase the total to $30,000.
The relocation of PSE&G electrical
service is being performed behind the

Pleasant Ave. Application
Carried to Dec. 20 Meeting

Pace of Downtown
Revamp Set to Pick Up

BOE Honors SPFHS Girls’
Soccer Team for Strong Seas.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Applicant
Stephanie Mitterhoff, of 117 Pleas-
ant Avenue, decided at Wednesday’s
planning board meeting to adjourn
her application hearing to the next
board meeting, to be held Wednes-
day, December 20.

Her attorney, Jim Foerst, and her
professional engineer, Matthew
Wilder, had presented to the board
changes that had been made to the site
plan after hearing the board’s con-
cerns back in September.

Ms. Mitterhoff had already installed
a fence, retaining wall, a driveway
and patio pavers to her property that
go beyond what is allowed in her
zone, without first seeking permits or
applying for a variance. She was is-
sued a stop work order, and is now
seeking a variance.

The new plans presented showed a
reduction of 6 percent in impervious
coverage by removing some pavers
and taking away some of the drive-
way surface. Before any improve-
ments were made, the lot had about

40 percent impervious coverage,
where 35 percent is the zone’s maxi-
mum allowable. The new plan has 51
percent coverage. Mr. Wilder had said
a swale and a dry well would capture
stormwater runoff before it could
reach any neighboring properties.

The rear yard neighbor, Vanessa
Hobbs of Montrose Avenue, had com-
plained how the white, vinyl, six-foot
fence that sits on top of a two-foot
retaining wall is “unappealing.”

The board had said since the fence
is on top of the retaining wall, the
fence essentially appears as if it is an
eight-foot fence from the neighbor’s
yard.

There also was concern that the
footings poured for the fence posts
are not to code and that they also
encroach on the neighbor’s property.

Mr. Wilder suggested that the ap-
plicant plant a hedge on the neighbor’s
property to make it more attractive.

“There has got to be an alternative
that is not imposing on the rear neigh-
bor,” said board member David
Blechinger. Ms. Dobbs later said she

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret W.
Hayes, Ed.D., and the board of edu-
cation honored the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) var-
sity girls’ soccer team and coaches
at Thursday’s board meeting after
the team finished their season with
15 wins and four losses and a tie.
The team tied against Westfield in
the Union County Championship,
attaining their eighth consecutive
county championship title.

“This varsity girls’ soccer team
continued the tradition of being one
of the top teams in Union County
and the State of New Jersey,” said
Superintendent Hayes as she read
the resolution passed by the board.

The varsity soccer program has
won the county championship 12 of
the past 13 years, although this
year’s title was their eighth con-
secutive one. The girls’ soccer team
was defeated in the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
Sectional Tournament semifinals.

Athletic Director Ryan Miller said
because SPFHS is a part of the North
II Group IV conference, the girls
face a tough conference, and al-
ways prevail against opponents who
are ranked among the top 10 teams
in the entire state.

“Your game is circled for every-
one. You consistently prove them
wrong,” Mr. Miller said. “It was an
incredible run you (the team) went
on. To underclassman: follow what
they did.”

The team was directed by Head
Coach Kevin Ewing and Assistant

Coach Matt Tiedemann.
Coach Ewing thanked the girls

for the effort and hard work they put
forth all season. He also extended
gratitude towards the girls’ parents
for their patience and trust even
when he had to be critical of a
player’s performance. He noted that
all criticism was meant to inspire
success in each individual player
and the overall success of the team.

Director of Special Services Lisa
Rebimbas provided updates from
the Electronic Violence Vandalism
Reporting System. Thirty students
were involved in incidents from
January through June 2017. Eleven
students were involved in violence
incidents that included five assaults,
five fights, one threat and one “dam-
age-to-property” case. Other stu-
dents were involved in substance-
related incidents.

“When considering 30 students
out of 3,299 total student popula-
tion, that is something that should
be noted,” Ms. Rebimbas said.

Ms. Rebimbas said the most com-
mon substance issue involved
“vaping” (ingesting liquid nicotine
via vapor form) on school premises.

Anti-bullying coordinator Cailin K.
Frantz, in her fall Harassment, In-
timidation and Bullying Report, said
there were 33 reported investigations.
Total investigations account for stu-
dents in Pre-K through grade 12.

Not all investigations determine
official incidents of bullying, in-
timidation or harassment. Investi-
gation means a report was filed and
the matter was reviewed by the
proper authorities and the parties
involved were contacted.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith is hoping the pace
of downtown redevelopment quick-
ens in the next few months, with the
planning board and township coun-
cil soon to begin weighing in more
formally on vital aspects of the pro-
cess.

At a meeting last week of the down-
town redevelopment committee, the
mayor said a planner’s analysis of
the several dozen properties in the
Phase 1 area, which mainly com-
prises the central business district
along Park Avenue, has been deliv-

ered to the planning board, which
will make recommendations to the
council about which of the 63 prop-
erties should be designated as an
Area in Need of Redevelopment.
Such a designation would give the
municipal government much greater
control over redevelopment of those
properties.

The bulk of last Thursday’s meet-
ing was spent reviewing conceptual
sketches of what the west side of
Park Avenue —where the municipal
building, the adjacent parking lot
and the fire house currently stand —
might look like as redevelopment
moves forward.

The township is still awaiting a
final settlement of litigation with de-
velopers that will result in about
3,000 new housing units — with
about 450 of them deemed “afford-
able” — being built in Scotch Plains
over the next eight years, with slightly
less than half to be located in and
around the downtown business dis-
trict. In September, concept draw-
ings were shown depicting how re-
development of the municipal-owned
properties between Bartle Avenue
and Grand Street might look. Those
renditions showed new buildings
housing a mix of retail and residen-
tial apartments along with a new
library and possible community cen-

ter.
“One beauty that Scotch Plains

has,” said professional planner Vic-
tor Vinegra last week, “is munici-
pally-owned land in the downtown.”
That means housing obligations can
be concentrated in the business dis-
trict on properties the township gov-
ernment can sell to private develop-
ers, he said.

Mayor Smith asked Mr. Vinegra
and his associates at Harbor Con-
sultants to develop some ideas for
development of the west side of Park
Avenue while leaving the municipal
building intact and converting it into
some combination of a cultural cen-
ter and community center, with some
retail perhaps, while moving the po-
lice and fire departments and the
administrative departments of the
local government elsewhere on the
north side.

Mr. Vinegra showed drawings that
depicted a new building consisting
of 90 rental units atop a two-level,
160-space parking deck that would
be located where the municipal lot
now stands. Half of the parking deck
would be for apartment tenants and
the other half would be for munici-
pal use. A driveway would run be-
tween that new building and town
hall and connect Park Avenue and

SOLEMN ANNIVERSARY...Today our nation will commemorate the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, which occurred on December 7, 1941, thrusting
the United States into World War II.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULL SCHEDULE…At Sunday’s festivities, Scotch Plains exploded with Christmas excitement. Families enjoyed face
painting, cookie decorating, pony rides, live animals and Christmas songs, highlighted by the arrival of Santa and the lighting
of the township’s Christmas tree on the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Courtesy of Patricia Quattrocchi
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Fanwood residents June and Greg Roser are once again
sharing their holiday spirit with everyone by decking out their home at 83 Paterson
Road, Fanwood, with hundreds of  lights and many holiday figures. Santa will be
visiting the home this Saturday, December 9, from 4:30 until 6 p.m., to meet with
and give gifts to children. Donations are being accepted to benefit the New Jersey
Institute for Disabilities, www.njid.org. The Rosers hope to exceed last year’s
donation by raising $1,000 for the not-for-profit organization.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY TUNES...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chamber Choir
sings at Fanwood’s holiday party and Christmas tree lighting on Sunday at the
Fanwood Train Station.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Pleasant Ave.
buildings at 40, 42, 42B and 46 South
Martine Avenue.

The council amended the Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan in re-
sponse to recommendations by Court
Master Elizabeth McKenzie. The er-
rata sheet in the plan has been revised
to read: “The RDP (Realistic Devel-
opment Potential) of 44 units and
total unmet need through 2025 of 219
units are addressed in this Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan,” ac-
cording to the resolution, as well as
removal of a paragraph immediately
following Table 11: Compliance
Schedule. The paragraph that was
removed read: “The borough is re-
quired to commence all municipally
sponsored projects within two years
of acquiring certification of its Hous-
ing Element and Fair Share Plan by
the court. Where it may not be fea-
sible to anticipate construction of any
of the relevant sites identified above
within two years (due to ownership
issues or other obstacles), the bor-
ough reserves the right to come back
before the court to request a subse-
quent extension.”

Four Department of Public Works
(DPW) employees were granted step

did not want to be responsible for the
upkeep of plantings.

The board also heard three other
applications.

An eight-foot by 12-foot shed was
approved that would increase the cov-
erage allowed in the zone to 42 per-
cent at 91 Montrose Avenue.

A 360-square-foot, in-ground pool
and a 28-square-foot patio was al-
lowed to be built at 168 Pleasant
Avenue that would increase lot cov-
erage to 43 percent. A drainage plan
is to be designed to handle stormwater
runoff.

A detached garage to replace a
smaller garage to allow for two larger
vehicles and some lawn equipment
was approved. It would increase cov-
erage a little more than 1 percent over
the existing coverage at 260 Paterson
Avenue.

The board also approved by reso-
lution the master plan revised errata
sheet.

Additionally, board member Jack
Molenaar, a borough councilman, an-
nounced that board member Teresa
Keeler has resigned from the board.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING THEIR CANDY CANES...Volunteers hand out candy canes at
Fanwood’s holiday party and Christmas tree lighting Sunday at the Fanwood
Train Station.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIGHTING THE CHRISTMAS TREE...Santa and Scotch Plains Mayor
Alexander Smith ride the bucket of the township’s new fire truck to the top of the
giant Christmas tree, where Santa led the countdown and the tree was illuminated
on Sunday night.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Library

Board of Health Reviews
Restaurant Inspections

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday
night’s meeting, board of health
members held a hearing regarding
Old Havana’s recent unsatisfactory
rating. No one from the establish-
ment was present to represent the
restaurant. Old Havana will be re-
inspected this week.

If the restaurant is unsatisfactory,
the owners will face a $1,000 fine.
A four-day restaurant closure will
be enacted until changes have been
made enabling a satisfactory rating.
If the restaurant is rated satisfac-
tory upon re-inspection, it will be
placed on probation for a year, with
another unsatisfactory rating result-
ing in a $1,000 fine and a four-day
mandatory restaurant closure.

Health Inspector Giselle Alfaro
said the restaurant staff is not trained
on proper reheating, compliant heat-
cooling methods or temperatures,
or how to calibrate a thermometer.

“So what you’re telling me is no
one who was around knew what to
do,” said board member Dr.
Lawrence Budnick in replying to
Ms. Alfaro’s assertion on the kitchen
staff’s training on food preparation
techniques.

Dr. Budnick said he was con-
cerned and confused how the res-
taurant attained three conditional
ratings, then “somehow reverted to
a poor practice again.”

Ms. Alfaro said the staff bath-
room in the kitchen did not have a
toilet seat. Cleaning products were

present on food prep tables but not
properly stored while their ware
washing machine was not function-
ing.

Ms. Alfaro said buckets were be-
ing used as temporary catch basins
beneath the ware washing machines
for dripping water.

Principal Health Inspector Helen
Mendez said the restaurant owner
has not paid their re-inspection fee.

“In 10 years in 10 different towns,
I have never encountered a restau-
rant that has never passed an initial
inspection or unannounced visit. It’s
unheard of. This is really concern-
ing,” Health Officer Megan
Avallone said.

Ms. Avallone said closing a busi-
ness for four days or five total days,
accounting for Old Havana being
closed per usual hours of operation
on Mondays, is devastating to the
business.

Williams-Sonoma, which offers
cooking classes, also will be re-
inspected, as the establishment did
not have a certified food handler. In
addition, a hand wash sink was
blocked and hot foods were not be-
ing stored at 135 degrees Fahren-
heit, Ms. Mendez stated.

7-Eleven will be re-inspected af-
ter an initial inspection found that
employees lacked food safety
knowledge and that no thermom-
eter was present to assure proper
food temperature, Ms. Mendez said.

Akai Lounge was found satisfac-
tory upon re-inspection, Ms.
Mendez said.

salary increases.
Funds from a Community Develop-

ment Block Grant of $30,000 is to go
towards replacing the roof at the For-
est Road Park building. The contract
approved totaled $29,117, and the re-
mainder of the grant funds will go
towards painting and speakers, Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern said.

During the agenda session, Liz
Jeffery, the borough’s redevelopment
consultant, said she is to meet this
week with the developer of property
where Young’s Paint once operated
to go over the developer’s concept
plan, which is to build residential
units over retail.

Lightbridge Academy is expected
to open its doors in January, she an-
nounced, after the franchisees have
completed their renovations to retro-
fit the former Sun Tavern to a day care
center.

Borough Engineer Antonios
Panagopoulos said in his engineer’s
report that New Jersey American
Water Company is to begin its next
phase on North Avenue in January,
when it will install a 30-inch water
pipe next to a 12-inch water pipe that
it is now installing.

Senger Place. Along Senger Place,
where the fire house now stands, Mr.
Vinegra’s drawings showed a row of
brownstone-type homes facing east,
with a driveway and garage under
each unit. The hedge property along
Park Avenue, according to the con-
ceptual sketches, could house a small
glass building where a café could be
placed, with the adjacent grassy area
remaining as is.

Mr. Vinegra estimated that sale of
the municipal properties along Park
Avenue could yield several million
dollars, which could then be used to
build new, more modern facilities
for emergency responders and for
the township government. Mayor
Smith said alternative sites are being
discussed but did not identify them.

After the presentation of the con-
ceptual renditions, Deputy Mayor
Llewellyn Jones said it was “pretty
exciting to see what we have at our
fingertips to jump start” the redevel-
opment process. One attendee urged
that the new building proposed for
the municipal parking lot have more
retail outlets on the ground floor, but
Mr. Vinegra said an aim of the rede-
velopment efforts should first be to
“jump start the retail we already
have.” Otherwise, having a host of
new stores might “saturate the mar-
ket.”

Another attendee last week ex-
pressed concerns that the new pro-
posed buildings would result in what
he called “monster” traffic problems,
given the number of new housing
units that will be added into the down-
town. Mr. Vinegra noted that park-
ing demand for retail development is
higher than for residential units.
Mayor Smith was set to meet last
Friday with Union County officials
about requesting state authorities to
change the traffic flow along Park
Avenue, where several thousand
trucks travel daily. At a meeting last
month, Police Chief Ted Conley said
he wants to work with Union County

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Downtown Scotch Plains
to have Terrill Road designated as
the main truck route instead of Park
Avenue. He also wants to discuss
additional steps to ease traffic, in-
cluding allowing Park Avenue to run
directly across Route 22 and install-
ing jug handles to allow trucks to go
up to the Weldon Quarry directly
from Route 22.

The redevelopment committee’s
next meeting is set for Wednesday,
December 13. The planning board
meets on Monday, December 11,
and the mayor said he anticipates
that the planner’s study of the down-
town properties will be discussed at
that session.

Signature Realty OK’d
For J. Winthrop Space

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The planning
board on Monday night approved
Signature Realty NJ, LLC for devel-
opment of a new office space at 236
Elmer Street. The space will be uti-
lized by Signature for its continued
residential real estate business and
commercial real estate business. The
retail location has been “vacant for
some time now,” said the applicant’s
attorney, James Foerst. The location
was previously occupied by J.
Winthrop and Co.

“We’re very pleased with the out-
come of this meeting. We have been
doing a tremendous amount of sales
in Westfield. Having a footprint is a
great way to give back to the residents
we have appreciated working with
for many years now,” said Signature
Realty NJ Chief Executive Officer
Michelle Pais.

Mr. Foerst said the office parking lot
would keep two non-conforming park-
ing spaces. The town’s ordinance re-
quires a minimum of five parking
spaces. Mr. Foerst said Ms. Pais plans
to make the one space Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.
Neither of the two spaces was ADA
compliant.

Mr. Foerst said he would agree to
scale back some landscaping to make
sure the parking space is van acces-
sible.

Ms. Pais stated in her testimony
that the office space would not gener-

ate additional traffic volume in the
area. Agents spend most time pros-
pecting business or in the field work-
ing with clients. Often consumer traf-
fic is set by appointment or at non-
congestion times, stated Ms. Pais.

“Where will all the trash be stored?”
asked Westfield Town Planner Donald
Sammet, referring to the amount of
old paper associated with office op-
erations.

Ms. Pais confirmed that the paper
will be removed weekly by a profes-
sional service and stored within the
office until pickup.

The board approved all variance
requests except for a variance allow-
ing a non-conforming freestanding
sign. Variance relief was requested to
accommodate a 16-square-foot sign
with an 8.4-foot height. The applicant
agreed to a conforming 10-square-
foot sign with an eight-foot height.

Planning board member Robert
Newell said he supports the project
because it provides a “good utiliza-
tion of the property.” Mr. Newell said
he agreed with testimony that real
estate offices are not high-volume
business impacting traffic flow.

Planning board member Francis
Smith said the office provides “the
flexibility” to what the planning board
was looking for when considering
businesses for specific retail space.

“We look forward to servicing the
community and playing an active role
in giving back as community lead-
ers,” Ms. Pais said.
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EX- Gymnastics Instructor
Charged In Assault on Child

WESTFIELD — A former gym-
nastics instructor who worked at mul-
tiple locations in Union County has
been charged with sexually assault-
ing a 7-year-old student over the
course of more than six months, act-
ing Union County Prosecutor Tho-
mas K. Isenhour announced Novem-
ber 29 in a press release.

Jorge Rodriguez, 34, formerly of
Elizabeth and currently of Boston,
Mass., was charged with second-de-
gree sexual assault and second-degree
endangering the welfare of a child.

A Special Victims Unit investiga-
tion, spearheaded by Detective Colin
McNamara, revealed that the alleged
abuse took place from September
2015 into March 2016 at the Surgent’s
Elite School of Gymnastics location
in Westfield, while the victim was a
student, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Michael Sheets,
who is prosecuting the case.

Rodriguez was being held at a cor-
rections center in Boston on unre-
lated charges, and a first appearance
in State Superior Court in Elizabeth
has yet to be scheduled, according to
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Rodriguez is known to have also

worked at the Garwood and Roselle
Park Elite School of Gymnastics lo-
cations during recent years, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office release.
Anyone with information about his
activities is being urged to contact
Special Victims Unit Detective Ryan
Kirsh at (908) 965-3814.

Convictions on second-degree
criminal charges are commonly pun-
ishable by five to 10 years in state
prison, according to the release.

Jorge Rodriguez
Courtesy of Amy Cairns/ City of Summit

FIRE SCENE...The Summit Fire Department was at the scene of a house fire last
Thursday afternoon in the city. Six other towns, including the Westfield and
Cranford Fire Departments, responded to the scene. It took 45 minutes to bring
the fire under control. There were no injuries as the homeowner was not home at
the time.
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Kean Bill on Sex Assaults
Commission OK’d by Panel
TRENTON — The Senate Higher

Education Committee has advanced
legislation sponsored by Senate Mi-
nority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) that seeks to improve how
New Jersey prevents and responds to
campus sexual assaults.

Sen. Kean said the measure has
added significance given the current
national conversation surrounding
alleged predatory sexual behavior by
powerful men like Harvey Weinstein,
Matt Lauer, and Roy Moore.

“We must be cognizant of how dan-
gerous patterns of behavior that later
plague our workplaces often first ap-
pear when students are in college,”
Sen. Kean said. “It’s critical that we
prevent the development of preda-
tory patterns early and demonstrate
to victims the value of coming for-
ward to share their stories.”

Mr. Kean’s legislation, S-3414,
would establish a Campus Sexual
Assault Commission in the New Jer-
sey Department of State. The com-

mission would continue the work of a
prior Task Force on Campus Sexual
Assault, which engaged a diverse se-
lection of expert stakeholders to cre-
ate a comprehensive report released
in June to help guide the legislative
process in New Jersey.

The new commission would allow
for the ongoing study and evaluation
of emerging issues, policies, and prac-
tices concerning campus sexual as-
sault, and for the issuance of new
recommendations as needed.

“We’re experiencing a national
awakening that I hope will discour-
age and prevent future abuses like
those that have been reported recently
in the news and entertainment indus-
tries and in the halls of government,”
added Mr. Kean. “I’m proud of all of
the victims who came forward. Their
strength now empowers our efforts to
a fight a toxic culture on our cam-
puses and in our workplaces that has
protected predatory behavior for too
long.”
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Lance: NJ Wins Under
Environmental Clean Up Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R-7th), a member
of House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and Climate Solution Caucus,
last Thursday supported H.R. 3017, the
Brownfields Enhancement Economic
Redevelopment and Reauthorization
Act, on the House floor.

Mr. Lance’s House Energy and Com-
merce Committee championed the bi-
partisan bill to reauthorize the suc-
cessful Brownfields Program through
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) that is tasked with remediation
and redevelopment of 419 contami-
nated sites in New Jersey.

“The Brownfields Program has
worked and must be reauthorized.
Over 59,000 sites nationwide, and
419 in New Jersey, have been trans-
formed by remediation and redevel-
opment freeing our land and water of
harmful chemicals and other hazards.
This is a tremendous win for environ-
mental protection, economic devel-
opment and for communities that have
struggled with contaminated sites,”
Mr. Lance said during debate in the
U.S. House.

The Brownfields Program assists
localities with the cleanup of proper-
ties where redevelopment or preser-
vation is complicated by environmen-
tal contamination. Brownfields sites
are often abandoned, closed, or un-
der-utilized industrial or commercial
facilities, such as an abandoned fac-
tory in a town, a closed commercial
building or warehouse, or a former
dry cleaning establishment or gas sta-
tion. The EPA estimates that there are
more than 450,000 brownfields in the

United States, and each of these sites
has the potential to encourage eco-
nomic development through the
Brownfields Program.

“Facilities in Dover, East Amwell,
Phillipsburg, Roxbury and Somerville
are slated for revitalization. This pub-
lic-private partnership has been a
winning formula as the Brownfields
Program has already prompted $22
billion in private investment – a ma-
jor return on a minimal, though im-
portant, federal investment,” Mr.
Lance added.

E-Z Pass Bills Protecting
NJ Drivers Clears Panel

TRENTON – A package of pro-
commuter bills sponsored by Assem-
blyman Kevin J. Rooney (R-40th,
Wayne) and Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) to protect New Jersey’s E-
ZPass customers who use New York’s
bridges and tunnels from being over-
charged, cleared the Assembly As-
sembly Transportation Committee on
Monday.

The legislation is in response to an
AAA study that found drivers who
purchased E-ZPass tags from out-
of-state agencies are being charged
the cash rate instead of the discount
rate at New York bridges and tunnels
operated by the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority (MTA). Between 2012
and 2016, of the 92 million out-of-
towners who didn’t receive the dis-
count rate, 70 million were New Jer-
sey drivers.

“One of the primary reasons E-
ZPass was created was to offer driv-
ers discounted rates, but we now know
certain drivers are being given pref-
erential treatment only because their
E-ZPass was issued by a New York
agency,” Asm. Rooney said. “These
bills are an effort to level the playing

field for our commuters and ensure
the integrity of the E-ZPass system.”

“Millions of New Jersey drivers
are being unfairly penalized,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “EZ-Pass discounted
rates should apply equally to all driv-
ers regardless of where they purchased
their pass.”

The first bill, A-5147, directs the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority to
update its website to warn New Jer-
sey E-ZPass customers that dis-
counts at out-of-state toll facilities
may not be applicable to New Jer-
sey E-ZPass customers. The sec-
ond, AR284, urges the MTA to pro-
vide discounts to New Jersey cus-
tomers, and the third, AR285, en-
courages the NJTA and MTA to
enter into a reciprocity agreement
to provide E-ZPass discounts to resi-
dents of both states.

NJ Bankers Urge ‘No’ Vote
Of Tax Reform Legislation

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Bankers Association  (NJBankers) is
urging New Jersey members of Con-
gress to vote “no” on the proposed tax
reform bills in Congress.

“While we support the concepts of
simplifying the tax code and reduc-
ing both corporate and personal tax
rates, we can’t support doing so on
the backs of New Jersey taxpayers
who already pay more into the U.S.
Treasury than they receive back.
NJBankers represents nearly 100
community banks in New Jersey and
these bills are bad for our members
because they’re bad for our custom-
ers and bad for New Jersey’s
economy.

“While being billed as middle-
class tax relief, these bills will sock
middle class New Jersey citizens with
a tax bill by eliminating or signifi-
cantly reducing the deductions for
state and local taxes. Furthermore,
the bills limit the deductibility of
mortgage interest for both primary
mortgages and home equity lines of

credit. These incentives provide a
means to home ownership and a
method of financing home improve-
ments. These deductions should re-
main intact.

“We contend that real tax reform
will lower tax rates and stimulate
the economy. These bills do neither.
In fact, they will merely add costs to
overburdened New Jersey taxpay-
ers while driving down the value of
their largest asset, their home. Fur-
ther, these bills will accelerate the
outward migration of New Jersey
citizens to other states and discour-
age borrowing and capital invest-
ment.

“NJBankers is working with
members of Congress to restore
these deductions and make the tax
reform legislation fair for all
Americans, not just those living in
parts of the country. We will con-
tinue to work with other like-
minded groups in New Jersey to
fight for real tax reform that is
truly growth oriented.”

Walking Tour Sat.
Of Park Line Trail

SUMMIT — The Summit Park
Line Foundation will hold a walking
tour this Saturday, December 9 from
10 a.m. to noon at the entrance to the
Park Line in the parking lot across
from Salerno Duane on Broad Street.

Members of the community are
invited to come explore the phase one
Park Line trail, learn about the project
and enjoy a cup of hot chocolate.
Parking will be available on Broad
Street and in the Broad Street munici-
pal garage. For more information on
the Summit Park Line, visit
summitparkline.org.

The Foundation’s mission is to as-
sist the City of Summit in creating a
pedestrian linear park along the aban-
doned Raritan River Valley rail line
that runs from the edge of the down-
town, in front of Overlook Medical
Center, along a 1.2-mile path into
Briant Park.

Munoz Addiction Treatment 
Bill OK’d By Committee

TRENTON – A bill enhancing the
effectiveness of substance abuse treat-
ment, sponsored by Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit),
cleared the Assembly Health Com-
mittee Monday by with a 10-0 vote.

Asw. Munoz’ bill, A-4707, would
prevent facilities from denying ad-
mission to people being treated with
methadone or other anti-addiction
medications.

The measure stops residential treat-
ment centers, sober living homes
and halfway houses from denying
admission to a person receiving

medication-assisted substance use
therapy administered by a licensed
treatment provider.Drug overdose
is the leading cause of accidental
death in New Jersey, claiming the
lives of almost 2,000 people last
year.

The state’s rate of heroin over-
dose is triple the national average,
and there has been a 700 percent
increase in admissions to drug treat-
ment programs in the last decade,
according to a press release from
the New Jersey Assembly
Republican.

NJ Transit Fee Keeps
Holiday Lights Off Trestles

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Downtown holiday lights
displayed on the South Avenue and
North Avenue side of the train trestle
in Cranford, as well as on the train
trestle in Garwood, will be absent this
year due to a fee imposed by NJ
Transit of $2,500.

“NJ Transit is supportive of com-
munities wishing to install banners on
our train trestles during the holidays.
While we don’t charge a fee for these
installations, safety is a primary con-
sideration and municipalities are ex-
pected to pay for rail flagging person-
nel to ensure the banners are installed
safely in proximity to an active rail-
road,” said Lisa Torbic, senior public
information officer for NJ Transit.

NJ Transit charges a municipality
for the use of a flagman while a
municipality’s employee is within the
NJ Transit right-of-way during the
installation and removal of holiday
decorations, Ms. Torbic said.

Both Garwood and Cranford gov-
ernment officials have opted to not
pay the fee and not display lights on
the trestle. For decades past, both
municipalities have displayed holi-
day lights on the train trestle without
being notified of a fee to do so.

Other municipalities have bypassed
setting foot on NJ Transit property by
using their own cherry picker or
bucket truck to hang decorations, Ms.
Torbic said. Cranford officials have
said the township has hung lights on
the train trestle by using trucks in the
past, and should NJ Transit allow the
municipality to do so this year with-
out a fee, then Cranford would go
ahead and hang the holiday lights.

Garwood also had received a no-
tice from NJ Transit, in a letter dated
November 2, that said the borough
must receive permission to hang lights
on the train trestle, pay a $2,500 yearly
fee to offset the cost of a flagman, and
three Department of Public Works
(DPW) employees must attend a full-
day seminar, Garwood Mayor Charles
Lombardo told The Westfield Leader.
“It ties up the department,” Mayor
Lombardo said of the seminar, espe-
cially during the busy time of year
when the department of eight em-
ployees is out picking up leaves.

Mayor Lombardo also said the
council had discussed the possibility
of including a new lighted holiday
sign in the 2018 municipal budget, as

the current sign is 25 years old “and
very cumbersome to install,” and hang
it elsewhere such as on the municipal
building. The borough’s trucks, he
said, would probably not be able to
reach the trestle, and DPW staff would
need to set foot on NJ Transit prop-
erty to hang the lights.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield), whose district in-
cludes Cranford, Garwood and
Westfield said, “NJ Transit should
not be charging towns to put  up
Christmas lights on the outside of a
trestle,” Asm. Bramnick (LD-21) told
The Westfield Leader and The Times.

The Cranford Township Commit-
tee had suggested investigating if the
township could install poles on bor-
ough property to which the lights
could be attached.

NJ Transit also had issue with the
township’s Joint Insurance Fund (JIF)
liability insurance, Cranford Town-
ship Administrator Terence Wall told
The Leader, and had wanted the JIF to
make a language change in the policy.

In response to Cranford’s comments,
Ms. Torbic said, “NJ Transit is work-
ing with the Township of Cranford on
a solution that allows for the township
to install decorations on the train trestle
while ensuring that all safety proce-
dures are followed.” NJ Transit wished
to make no further statement.

Westfield and Fanwood represen-
tatives said both towns have never
hung lights on NJ Transit property.

Study: Public Favors
Treatment On Opiods
REGION -- In a wide-ranging,

statewide survey of attitudes toward
opioid addiction from Fairleigh
Dickinson University and its School
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences,
Garden State residents appear torn
over how to make sense of the rav-
ages of opioid abuse, yet are decid-
edly more supportive of treatment
over incarceration.

A majority of adults in New Jersey
(53 percent) say that opioid addicts
suffer from a treatable disease as op-
posed to just a third (32 percent) who
say lack of self-control is the culprit.
However, New Jerseyans are also far
more likely to blame a person’s indi-
vidual choices for abusing prescrip-
tion painkillers (65 percent) than to
blame a person’s genetic predisposi-
tion (19 percent).
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NO SHAVE MONTH...Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan and Undersheriffs Michael Frank and Amilcar Colon
congratulate the Sheriff’s officers who participated in No Shave November and raised $6,200 for the New Jersey Veterans
Network and the Prostate Cancer Foundation. No Shave November challenges participants to forgo shaving for the month
in order to raise money for charity.

Over Drinking Can Lead to
Serious Health Problems

Now that the holiday season is here,
many of us will be attending parties
and possibly eating and drinking more
than we should. While overeating may
lead to tight waistbands, overdrink-
ing and binge drinking can lead to
much more serious problems. Ac-
cording to MADD (Mothers Against
Drunk Driving), “Some of the most
dangerous days of the year on our
nation’s roadways are between
Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day.”

If you know you’re going to be
drinking, prepare ahead of time by
having a designated driver, or down-
load the Uber App or one like it to
your phone. (The Uber App is the
official designated driving App of
MADD.) Make sure you eat as well
as drink, and keep track of what you
are drinking and how much. It’s easy
to lose track while having a good
time.

If you see someone who has had
too much to drink, make sure they do
not plan on driving. Also, if someone
really over does it and passes out,
don’t just assume that they’ll awaken
once sober. Besides falling uncon-
scious, other signs of alcohol poison-
ing are confusion, seizures, irregular
breathing and blue-tinged or pale skin.
According to the Mayo Clinic,
“Drinking too much too quickly can
affect your breathing, heart rate, body
temperature and gag reflex and po-

tentially lead to a coma and death.” If
he or she vomits, turn the person on
his or her side so they don’t choke.
Call 911, and do not leave the person
alone until medical help arrives.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
wishes you a very happy holiday and
a Happy New Year!

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors. With over
90 volunteers, we answer calls not
only in Scotch Plains but in surround-
ing towns as well when needed. Be-
sides answering calls, you will see
our ambulances at many special events
held in town, such as Scotch Plains
Day, the Memorial Day Parade, high
school football games, and the sum-
mer concerts on the Village Green.
We are also available to provide dem-
onstrations for Boys and Girls Scout
troops, clubs, and any other group
that may be interested in what we do.
In addition, we lend out wheelchairs,
crutches, canes and other assorted
medical equipment free of charge.
Please reach out to us if there is some-
thing we can do for you at (908) 322-
2103 for non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com

* * *
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani is a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE...Staff of the law firm of Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper, P.C., kick-off their gift drive. Lindabury has partnered with
the United Way of Union County to support their Season of Caring Holiday
Wishes drive.  The Season of Caring drive provides holiday gifts to children from
disadvantaged households in the greater Union County area.

Linden Resident Donates
Christmas Tree to County

COUNTY – A blue spruce from the
home of Miss Carol Guevarez in Lin-
den will be donated on December 4
and featured in the Union County
Courthouse Rotunda for the holiday
season.

The tree stands at 40 feet tall and has
a sentimental meaning for Miss
Guevarez, a paramedic for Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in Rahway.
She said her family planted the tree 27
years ago in honor of her father.

“We planted the tree in honor of my
father when he passed away,” she
said. “It is a special tree and it turned
out to be beautiful.”

On  Monday a crew from the Union
County Shade Tree Bureau traveled
to Linden to cut the tree and load it
onto a flatbed truck to be trans-
ported to the Union County Court-

house. A crane will lift the tree onto
the courthouse steps and then it will
be moved into the building.

Once inside the rotunda, the tree
will be placed in a sturdy barrel stand
weighed down with concrete. Work-
ers will spend the next few days deco-
rating the tree with many ornaments
and lights. The public is invited to
view the tree, which will be on dis-
play until about the second week of
January.

On Friday, December 22, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will host a Christmas sing-along
around the tree with a visit from Santa
Claus. All are invited to participate in
this event, details of which will be
finalized over the next week.

 Bill Would End Coverups
To Settle Harrassment Claims

The
Bramnick Personal Injury Law Firm

is a family affair.

Jon
Bramnick

Anne Marie
Bramnick

Brent
Bramnick

We are proud to have 3 Bramnicks representing accident victims.
Jon Bramnick is certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a
civil trial attorney with almost 40 years of trial experience. Brent and
Anne Marie Bramnick are former county prosecutors with years of
trial experience in the Superior Court. All of our experienced trial

attorneys are prepared to meet with you 7 days a week.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, L.L.C.
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7000
www.bramnicklaw.com

For life
insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

P092014.1

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), 
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),

Bloomington, IL

Call me and I’ll help you 
choose the right life insurance 
for you and your family.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

LOOKING BACK 100 YEARS...This postcard depicts Newark Avenue in
Kenilworth looking east from 23rd Street about 1915. All of these houses but one still
stands today after more than 100 years. It is among 100 postcards to be featured at
a program this Saturday, December 9 at the Kenilworth Veterans Center.

Public Invited to Postcard
Program In Kenilworth

REGION — Area residents and
postcard collectors are invited to at-
tend a Saturday, December 9 pro-
gram featuring 100 recently released
historic postcards about Kenilworth,
N.J. The program presents postcards
detailing the borough’s history from
the 1800s to the present day.

According to local historian Walter
E. Boright, Ed. D., presenter, “Each
postcard presents a brief story ex-
plaining the historical significance of
the featured image. Many are in color

with older images in sepia tone or
black and white as in their original
state. Numbers of postcards are rec-
reations of postcards from over 100
years ago.”

The program will be held at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, 33 South
21st Street, from 10 a.m. to  noon. Admis-
sion is free. There is also free parking.

Persons who pre-ordered the post-
card series may pick them up at the
program and new purchases may be
made as well. Proceeds are used for
historic preservation and education.
Persons with additional questions may
contact Mr. Boright at (908) 256-
5200 or drbori@aol.com.

Watson Coleman Issues
Statement on Tax Bill
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-

woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th) released the following state-
ment in response to the House enter-
ing negotiations with the Senate on
the Republican tax plan:

“Tonight, House Republicans cast
their vote to go to conference on two
tax bills that are in competition for the
worst option for the American public.
This administration and Republican-
controlled Congress have used the
responsibility of governance to be-
tray the American people. If being in
the majority means raising taxes on
82 million Americans, kicking 13
million Americans off health care and
adding $1.7 trillion to the debt as
victory then they should be ashamed.”

Bill to Pull Out of NY
Commission Advances
TRENTON – An Assembly commit-

tee unanimously approved legislation
(A-2179), last Thursday, sponsored by
Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) that would
withdraw New Jersey from the Water-
front Commission of New York Harbor.

“The waterfront commission is a
waste of taxpayer money,” Mr.
Bramnick said. “It is a layer of bu-
reaucracy we can do without. Exist-
ing law enforcement can handle the
commission’s responsibilities more
efficiently.”  The State Police would
assume the duties under the bill.

BPU to hold Final
Solar Market Hearing
TRENTON — The New Jersey

Board of Public Utilities will hold the
last of three public hearings as part of
its generic proceeding to review all
aspects of the state’s solar market on
Friday, December 8.

Friday’s hearing will be held from
1 to 3:30 p.m. at Stockton University,
Campus Center Board of Trustees
Room, 101 Vera King Faris Drive,
Galloway, N.J.

Additional information  can be
found at  http://
www.njcleanenergy.com.

Bill Gives Options for
Public Money Deposits

TRENTON — An amendment
sponsored by Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) expands options for towns
and school districts depositing public
money in to separate accounts.

The Assembly Financial Institutions
Committee added language from Mr.
Bramnick’s bill (A-5185), allowing
investment in multiple insured ac-
counts to bill A-4234, which permits
joint liability insurance funds to invest
in state or federal bonds. The two
changes can save taxpayers up to $1
million per month, according to a press
release from the Assembly Republi-
cans.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-
man Leonard Lance (R- 7th), New
Jersey’s only member of the House
Ethics Committee, introduced legisla-
tion November 29th to end taxpayer-
funded settlements of sexual harass-
ment claims and other workplace dis-
putes against members of Congress and
congressional staff. Mr. Lance’s bill
would also reveal publicly the names of
those perpetrators who have engaged
in such conduct in the workplace.

“Taxpayers in congressional dis-
tricts across the nation are outraged
over allegations and the lack of trans-
parency and accountability concern-
ing taxpayer-financed harassment
settlements in Congress. Since 1997,
Congress has paid millions of dol-
lars out of a secret U.S. Treasury
Department fund to settle hundreds
of workplace claims against mem-
bers of Congress and congressional
aides. Such secrecy is a gross be-
trayal of public trust and must end
immediately. My legislation, if en-
acted, would increase government
transparency for the American tax-
payer, create a safer work environ-
ment and hold members of Congress
and congressional staff — past and
present — accountable for their ac-
tions,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance’s Ensure Transparency
and Honesty in Congressional Settle-
ments (ETHICS) Act comes follow-
ing news reports of millions of dol-
lars in taxpayer-funded settlements
to resolve workplace disputes on
Capitol Hill. The 7th District law-
maker introduced this legislation on
the same day the U.S. House unani-
mously passed legislation to mandate
sexual harassment training and vic-
tim support services in Congress.

Over the past several weeks, numer-
ous individuals from all walks of life
have voiced their stories of sexual
harassment. A number of these allega-
tions are tied to members of Congress,
both past and present. According to
the congressional Office of Compli-
ance, the federal government has paid
more than $17 million in taxpayer
money in workplace settlements since
1997, but has not said how much of
that money has been spent settling
sexual harassment claims.

Mr. Lance’s ETHICS Act would
prohibit any future taxpayer-financed
sexual harassment settlements; re-
quire the Office of Compliance to
release more detailed information on
sexual harassment settlements paid at
taxpayer expense, including the names
of the perpetrator, the employing of-
fice of the perpetrator and the amount
paid to the victim.

He also spoke on the floor of the
U.S. House during the debate on the
resolution requiring workplace harass-
ment training for members and staff
where the lawmaker urged his col-
leagues to address the problem on
Capitol Hill immediately. “Congress
should be leading on this issue, help-
ing to foster a workplace environment
free of sexual harassment, discrimina-
tion and other terrible behavior. Con-
gress must create an atmosphere where
those who serve their country feel pro-
tected, supported and believed – no
matter the power of the offender,” Mr.
Lance said.
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Magical Thinking of More Debt
Service as Garwood Spaces Rot

Make A Difference For Many People
In Our Community With Just One Gift

Surgents Gymnastics School Responds
To Jorge Rodriguez Incident

The season of giving is here, and
the Trustees of the Westfield United
Fund would like to remind your read-
ers that they can make a difference for
many people in our community with
just one gift! Their support of the
Westfield United Fund helps fragile
seniors who are trying to remain inde-
pendent, low-income families strug-
gling to afford child care, disabled
citizens who need help with the ac-
tivities of daily living, and people of
all ages who need counseling to cope

with depression and other mental
health issues.

For 80 years, the Westfield United
Fund has been a source of aid to our
neighbors in need, and a means for
those with generous hearts to help
them. Please visit our website,
westfieldunitedfund.org, and make a
gift today. Together We Make a Dif-
ference! Thank you.

Rick Malacrea
President, Board of Trustees

Westfield United Fund

Our family gymnastics school has
been part of Union County for 42
years. During this time, we have pro-
vided gymnastics instruction to thou-
sands of families. We are proud of our
excellent standard for child safety.
We consider our students to be ex-
tended members of our family and
prioritize protecting them.

On March 4th of 2016, the parents
of one of our students reported a single
incident involving Jorge Rodriguez to
management at the Westfield location.
The Westfield Police and the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office were im-
mediately notified. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office opened an inves-
tigation and requested we did not dis-
cuss the allegation with anyone in or-
der to aid the investigation. We volun-
tarily cooperated with the authorities
and provided all information requested
by them to help with the investigation,
which included, but was not limited to,
interviews with our teachers, manag-
ers, students and families. We imme-
diately suspended Mr. Rodriguez upon
being made aware of the allegation.
He was never permitted back to any of
our facilities and we have never heard
from him again.

Like you, we learned of the charges
against Mr. Rodriguez through news
reports. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the child and family involved in
the alleged incident.

The safety and security of your
children is of paramount importance
to us. Here are the steps we take to
fulfill this responsibility:

We have since installed video cam-
eras in the interior and exterior of all

our facilities.
We have video cameras connected

to TV’s for parents to monitor their
children in all areas of the gyms.

All our facilities are designed so
parents can view their child from our
sitting areas.

All instructors are background
checked and go through a compre-
hensive certification process through
USA Gymnastics. These certifications
include not only education on sexual
misconduct but also guidelines for
spotting, equipment set up, lesson
planning, disciplining, motivational
techniques and injury protocols.

We host staff meetings to keep our
teachers current on the newest inno-
vations in child safety.

No staff member is permitted to be
alone with a minor in any of our
facilities at any time.

Any incidents brought to our atten-
tion are reported to local authorities.

We consistently surpass the indus-
try standards for child safety in our
field. We are upset by the allegations
but we wanted our community to know
how seriously we took the accusa-
tions and the complete cooperation
we provided throughout the investi-
gation. Children are precious and any
hint of impropriety at our schools is
abhorrent to us. We have been a pre-
mier member in the gymnastics and
local community and strive to pre-
serve the reputation we have earned,
as is evidenced from the many happy
students that pass through our doors.

James Surgent
Surgent’s Elite School of Gymnastics

I am tired of hearing from certain
council people that we, as a town,
cannot afford to invest in Garwood.
Their argument that we cannot im-
prove the quality of life in our bor-
ough because of Garwood’s current
amount of debt is patently false. It is
austerity politics and has no business
in a growing community with a devel-
oping economy.

Numerous studies have shown that
municipal and government deficit
spending, especially on infrastruc-
ture and public land improvements
like those proposed for Hartman Park,
leads to greater private investment
(e.g., home ownership) in a town.
Republican councilors opposed to the
park and similar projects are engag-
ing in magical thinking if they believe
that our town is better served by com-

mitting even more funds to debt ser-
vice and letting the public and com-
mon spaces in Garwood rot.

Plainly said, I do not pay taxes to
give municipal bond lenders their
money back more quickly than was
agreed — they will get their pound of
flesh in due time. Instead, I pay my
taxes to build equity in the town —
the value of which only increases
when we beautify public spaces and
make the commons more accessible
and pleasant for all of Garwood.

I agree the renovation of Hartman
Park, support Councilors Lazarow,
Blumenstock, Todisco, and
Petruzzelli for being in favor of it,
and urge my fellow Garwoodians to
do so as well.

Michael Callahan
Garwood

Remembering Pearl Harbor,
Honoring All Our Veterans

Seventy-six years ago today, our nation was drawn
into World War II following the devastating Japa-
nese attack on the naval base at Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii. The surprise aerial assault ultimately destroyed
or disabled 20 vessels, among them eight battle-
ships, and also left stationary aircraft at the base in
ruins. More than 2,400 American military members
were killed, while over 1,100 more were injured.

In the wake of what President Franklin D. Roosevelt
defined as “a date which will live in infamy,” fami-
lies throughout the country desperately awaited word
of the fate of uniformed and civilian loved ones at
Pearl Harbor. Residents of Westfield and other area
towns were among them, as reported in the Decem-
ber 11, 1941 edition of The Westfield Leader. (See
the archives at www.goleader.com/).

As in every other conflict in which Americans
have engaged since our birth as an independent
republic, those caught up in the cataclysm at Pearl
Harbor demonstrated extraordinary heroism, resil-
iency and perseverence on behalf of their fellow
service members and their nation. They and their
peers of that era truly embody the term “greatest
generation,” and our freedom is their enduring legacy.
This legacy also has been carried nobly across
successive generations, from those who served in
Korea and Vietnam, right up to the present day.

Today we commemorate those who made the
ultimate sacrifice at Pearl Harbor, and those who
survived amid such destruction to continue to de-
fend the cause of freedom. Yet in paying tribute to
the valiant of that somber December Sunday in 1941
we also are compelled to remember those veterans

who came after them, many of whom — despite their
patriotism and service — now struggle physically,
emotionally and/or economically — sometimes to
the point of homelessness.

We appeal to our legislators and neighbors alike to
do their part, in their respective capacities, on behalf
of veterans who continue to face serious challenges
long after leaving the battlefields on which they
defended freedom for us and our allies.

Several local programs and events have been
implemented to help address the needs of these
American heroes. Among them is American Legion
Post 3 of Westfield’s March-a-Mile, which aids
homeless and needy veterans. The second annual
march is scheduled for this Saturday, December 9, at
11 a.m., in Westfield’s Tamaques Park. (See article
on page 6).

Another initiative right in our midst is Bravest
First, a free program begun two years ago by Youth
and Family Counseling Service in Westfield to
provide critical mental-health services for area
veterans. Information is available at (908) 233-
2042 or at yfcsnj.org.

An additional resource within our communities is
Bonds of Courage, headquartered at the National
Guard Armory in Westfield. This non-profit organiza-
tion is dedicated to meeting a variety of needs of both
active duty military and veterans, as well as their
families. To learn more, visit bondsofcourage.org.

On this Pearl Harbor anniversary, we salute the
fallen and the survivors, as well as all our military
men and women, before and since, to whom we and
the rest of the free world owe eternal gratitude.

Will Elimination of Deduction
Tax Millionaires to Death In N.J.?

As Congress in Washington, D.C. gets closer to
passing tax reforms which include the elimination of
deductions of state and local property taxes on
federal tax returns, the Democratic monopoly in
Trenton is starting to reconsider whether additional
taxes on the wealthy is a good idea. The reason being
that the combination of losing the income tax deduc-
tion and a state millionaires tax could be the driving
force for the wealthy to further exit our state.

The top 1 percent of earners in our state are
providing New Jersey 40 percent of its revenue, so
hitting them even harder would not seem to be a good
idea. Just look at the loss of revenue that was created
when hedge fund billionaire David Tepper moved
his operations to Florida in 2016. A New York Times
report said he earned $6 billion from 2012 to 2015,
thus his move costs the state hundreds of millions of
dollars in revenue.

The millionaires tax was a key part of Governor-
elect Phil Murphy’s plan to bring in additional
revenue to the state’s coffers along with legalizing
marijuana. On the latter, will local towns change
their zoning to allow for the sale of pot? Another

revenue source the Christie Administration has been
working on is to allow legalized sports betting. The
U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the case
on Monday. Only Nevada, Delaware, Montana and
Oregon are allowed legalized sports betting.

In our view, one big problem for taxpayers in New
Jersey is the fact that private sector incomes are not
keeping up with increases in the government spend-
ing; welfare, salaries, i.e. teachers, police and
firefighters. Can middle-income earners continue to
pay such high property taxes? Will our new governor
push for a special session of the Legislature to
address the property-tax problem? Granted, New
Jersey shoots itself in the foot with these taxes.

We ask our Washington, D.C. representatives to
push for changes in the federal tax plan in regard to
the income tax deduction. We also ask that N.J.
officials stop piling onto the property taxes. Chang-
ing the language to eliminate the state and local
deduction is only one part of the problem. Also, there
should be some equality. Some states get more
federal dollars back than they send to Washington.
New Jersey gets back far less than it sends.

Useful Information,
www.goleader.com/help

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hoast – To cough
2. Powter – A comon domestic pigeon,

with an inflated breast
3. Holour – A fornicator or

whoremonger
4. Prandial – Belonging to a meal,

especially dinner

ISOCHROOUS
1. Repetitious
2. Being of equal color throughout
3. In accord; agreement
4. Interlaced or linked

TRANSCOLATE
1. To stack or mound
2. To convert or change the character
3. To strain or filter
4. To overturn or transpose

THAUMATURGE
1. A magician
2. A busybody
3. A fight or contest for mastery
4. Range of vision or sight

SCINTILLANT
1. Gritty; sandy
2. A hissing or whistling sound
3. Sparkling; glittering
4. Pertaining to twilight; glimmering

Local Cemetery Among
Sites to Honor Veterans

SCOTCH PLAINS — Non-profit
Wreaths Across America (WAA) has
announced that the historic Scotch
Plains Baptist Church Cemetery in
Scotch Plains has joined in the effort
to support the mission to remember,
honor and teach, as an official loca-
tion for 2017. This is the second con-
secutive year that this cemetery will
participate in this national event. The
cemetery will join numerous loca-
tions across the country on Saturday,
December 16, in an effort to “Say
Their Names.”

WAA is a nationwide program in
which wreaths are placed at veterans’
graves in military and private cem-
eteries to honor those who served and
sacrificed. Started in 1992 with the
laying of wreaths at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, the program has ex-
panded to more than 1,200 locations
in all 50 United States and beyond.

Since the program’s inception,
WAA founder Morrill Worcester has
always asked volunteers placing re-
membrance wreaths to take time to
read the name on the headstone aloud.
During the escort of wreaths to Ar-
lington National Cemetery in Decem-
ber 2015, WAA Executive Director
Karen Worcester stated, “A person

dies twice: the first time, when they
stop breathing, and a second time,
when someone says their name for
the last time.”

The national theme for 2017 is “I
am an American. Yes, I am.” Ms.
Worcester noted that, “We’re not here
to decorate graves. We’re here not to
remember their deaths, but their lives.”

There are 85 veterans interred in
Scotch Plains Baptist Church Cem-
etery, including several who served
in the Revolutionary War. Through
the efforts of American Legion Post
209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10122, funds have been raised to
place remembrance wreaths on their
headstones and to say the names of all
the local heroes laid to rest there.

The cemetery is located at 333 Park
Avenue at Grand Street near down-
town Scotch Plains. The wreath-lay-
ing ceremony will start at 10 a.m. The
public is invited to participate in this
program.

For more information on Wreaths
Across America and its mission, visit
wreathsacrossamerica.org. The con-
tact in Scotch Plains and Fanwood is
Frank Choynake. He can be reached
at (732) 272-7637 or via e-mail at
fc20amp@comcast.net.

Library Offers
Mobile HotSpots

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that library patrons can now bor-
row mobile HotSpots.

A portable HotSpot taps into a
cellular network, just  l ike a
smartphone does,  and then
wirelessly shares its data connec-
tion with other nearby (within 30
feet or so) Wi-Fi-enabled devices,
such as a smart phone, laptop or
tablet. A HotSpot is not meant to
replace home service but is in-
tended to provide access out of the
house or during a temporary out-
age.

“We are pleased to offer Internet
on the Go,” said Library Director
Phil Israel. “If you’re preparing
for a vacation, business trip or
working in an area without reliable
Wi-Fi Internet access, a HotSpot is
the perfect solution.”

HotSpots, which are available
only to Full-Service Westfield Me-
morial Library cardholders, pro-
vide unlimited data and can be
checked out for 21 days. There is
no international service.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visi t  the l ibrary’s
website at wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”
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Lt. Commander Ellsberg

Something Fishy In Vichy

War News of Westfielders
In the Pacific Fleet

It’s Dark Now and Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight. When
everyone leaves work during this time of year, it’s
dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s particu-
larly hard to see pedestrians.

Pedestrians also don’t see very well, aren’t as
aware as they need to be, and assume drivers see
them. This condition has resulted in unfortunate
pedestrian deaths over the last few years. The busy
local thoroughfares, such as North Avenue and East
Broad Street in Westfield, have proven to be particu-
larly dangerous. Martine and Park Avenues in Scotch
Plains are equally busy. These streets are uniquely
laden with both cars and pedestrians. It’s the most
dangerous combination – many cars, many pedestri-
ans and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-

sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-
ably don’t.

Take the time to remind your children to always
cross at the crosswalks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors. Drivers, in their normal rush to get
home, should remember how unsafe it is this time of
year. Expect pedestrians to do unusual things be-
cause they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter
weather rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make
road conditions worse; take it slow and stay alert.
Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard, too,
because of the diminished visibility.

Make sure the reflectors on your bicycles are
cleaned off and in good condition. Both joggers and
cyclists should consider purchasing and wearing a
blinking light to make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you. Put your cell phone away and don’t text while
driving. Let’s make our wintertime as safe as pos-
sible this year by staying alert.

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

1992 - 2017 • CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Once again, reports say that unoc-
cupied France is on the verge of mak-
ing an active Alliance with the Axis. It
is now definitely clear that there is
something fishy in Vichy.

A Week of War
December 1941 - Westfield has

weathered the first week of war as we
knew she would, calmly, capably, and
sensibly. And now that the first alarms
are over, it is illuminating to sit down
and appraise what we have.

We have a Defense Council which
was ready for this emergency long
before most people admitted it would
possibly happen.

We have many agencies through
which our citizens can help the
United States win the war. And they
have shown a great desire to serve.
Office of the local Defense Council
and the Red Cross rooms have been
flooded with volunteers. To meet the
demand the Red was met with com-
plete calm by both parents and chil-
dren. The children for the most part

enjoyed the experience, and they
complied with instructions instantly
and obediently. Parents cooperated
too, by not calling for their young-
sters or phoning the school, but al-
lowing the children to make their
own way home as they would have to
in a real air raid.

Teachers and parent-teacher asso-
ciations have already started to take
first aid courses.

School children have started knit-
ting in their classes. Sales of defense
stamps and bonds have rocketed.

If Westfield is typical of all Ameri-
can communities, and it undoubtedly
is, there can be no doubt of the enthu-
siastic and intelligent cooperation of
all Americans, old and young, large
and small, in pushing through to vic-
tory, no matter how hard it proves, or
how long it takes.

The morale branch of the U. S.
Army is now conducting tests to see
what type of music—swing or classi-
cal—the soldiers like best. That is, of
course, besides the mess call.

goleader.com Archives December,
1941 - PEARL HARBOR - Westfield
men stationed at Pearl Harbor,
Hickam Field and Schofield Barracks,
and others with the Pacific fleet have
brought the Japanese invasion shock-
ingly close to local residents.

Scores of Westfield families await-
ing news that relatives are safe.

The list is long and includes en-
signs, airplane mechanics, second
class firemen, lieutenant-command-
ers, commanders, lieutenants, ser-
geants and civilians. Many service-
men have wives and children with
them in the war zone.

In most instances, civilians have
notified relatives here that they es-
caped injury, but men in service have
not been able to reveal their [for-
tunes?].

[The survey made by The Leader
was somewhat handicapped because
a list of Westfield men in the area [is
not] available. Furthermore, although
all families were entirely willing to
state the ships on which their rela-
tives are assigned, the government
asked newspapers to refrain from re-
vealing assignments of officers and
men.

Consequently, only general refer-
ences are made in some cases.

Kobert Waugh, 20 years old, son
Mr. and Mrs. K. A. Waugh, 621 Maple
Street, is an airplane mechanic:
Hickam Field, five miles from Hono-
lulu - He enlisted in September, 1940,

attended school at Chanute Field, Il-
linois, and left for Hawaii last June.

He was a member’ of the track team
at Westfield High School.

Gene Rohrabaugh of Westfield, in
aviation ordnance, has been in Ha-
waii for fourteen months. Kobert
Waugh mentioned meeting
Rohrabaugh at Hickam Field in a
letter to his mother several weeks
ago. 20 years old is Rohrabaugh.

John Harvey Struthers, 23 years
old, nephew of Mr. and Mrs. H, H.
MacCowatt and Miss Anna Pawling,
all of Westfield, is stationed at
Schofield, Oahau, Hawaiian Islands,
as a sergeant in the A Company, 34th
Engineers.

He made his home with Mr. and
Mrs. MacCowatt for twelve years
and attended local schools, gradu-
ating from Westfield High School
in 1937. Later he moved to
Wardsboro, Vt....

... Walter Bushby, second class fire-
man, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter E.
Bushby, 748 Central avenue, recently
joined the Pacific Fleet. He was in
Philadelphia until December 1. Born
Westfield, he was educated in local
schools. He is 22 years old and has
been in service since 1939.

His mother said rumors had been
bruited about town that he was one
the fatalities of the USS Oklahoma.

.. [The years of War for Westfielders
is chronicled in the archives at
www.goleader.com.]

Leader Achive, December 1941 -
Edward Ellsberg of Westfield, world-
famed for submarine rescue work,
left Tuesday for the Navy Depart-
ment in Washington on active duty.

He was given a rank of lieutenant
commander, the highest rating ac-
corded any naval man who returns
after a period of retirement. He went
to Washington the day after the Pearl
Harbor attack to volunteer. He was

promptly re-enrolled.
Lieutenant – Commander Ellsberg

does not know what his post will be
but he does know that he will remain
in action for the duration.

His knowledge of rescue technique
was responsible in a large measure
for the recovery of the S-51 and the S-
4. (submarines).

Program to Help Kids
Hone Thinking Skills
CRANFORD — Eye Level, which

focuses on helping students develop
their critical and analytical thinking
skills, will host a series of educational
challenges at the Cranford Public Li-
brary. The library is located at 224
Walnut Avenue.

The program is designed to help
develop depth perception, problem-
solving and reasoning skills. Partici-
pants will utilize materials such as
numerical figures, blocks and shapes,
clear paper, colored blocks, mirrors
and wooden blocks to solve problems.
Drop-in programs will be held on Sat-
urdays, January 6 and 27 and February
10, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Old Guard to Hear Talk
Tuesday on ‘Downsizing’

Lucy Thompson

SUMMIT AREA — Lucy Thomp-
son, an expert on “downsizing,” will
speak to the Summit Area Old Guard
at its Tuesday, December 12 meet-
ing. She will talk about
“Downsizing Your
Home: A Practical
Guide.”

Ms. Thompson will
tell attendees what it
means to “downsize”
and the compromises
people have to make.
She will address aspects
of downsizing such as
choosing which furni-
ture and other property
to keep and deciding on
a relocation destination.
Among the prospects
are continuing care re-
tirement communities, buying a
smaller home or moving to an area
where the cost of living is less.

Individuals may finance their move
by tapping an existing line of credit;
borrowing from a 401(k) or an IRA;
taking out a 15-year fixed rate loan in

lieu of a 30-year mortgage, or opting
for a reverse mortgage. Ms. Thomp-
son will discuss these options as well
as the capital gains tax.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to at-
tend the Tuesday morn-
ing meetings of the Sum-
mit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the
New Providence Mu-
nicipal Center, located
at 360 Elkwood Avenue,
New Providence. A cof-
fee hour starts at 9:15
a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting
brightened by singing
and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at
10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate
in sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log
onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

SPREADING HOLIDAY JOY...Members of the Garden Club of Westfield
recently gathered to make the holiday wreaths that are decorating the Westfield
Municipal Building.

Give Greetings

goleader.com/christmas

Let us not seek the Republican answer
or the Democratic answer, but the right
answer. Let us not seek to fix the blame
for the past. Let us accept our own
responsibility for the future.
John F. Kennedy

What Every Parent
Needs to Know

Hidden in Plain Sight
Time and Place: January 24, 2018

at 7:15; Cafeteria B, Westfield High
School.

Detecting risky behavior in teenag-
ers can be more difficult than parents
think. Some red flags are visible in a
child’s room but are not easily recog-
nized. Do you know where to look?
Discover how alcohol and other drugs
can be easily hidden in a teenager’s
bedroom.

This program is designed for adults
only and sponsored by the Westfield
High School PTSO. Hidden in Plain
Sight is a program designed to help
parents of teens recognize unfamiliar
hazards that are often in plain sight.

DEA Agent McMahon will guide
attendees through an exhibit and ex-
plain substance abuse trends, signs
and symptoms in an effort to provide
resources for parents and community
members to help keep your children
healthy and drug-free.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

Mountainside Library
Reveals Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced its program schedule for the
second half of December. The library
will be closed on Monday and Tues-
day, December 25 and 26, in obser-
vance of Christmas, and on Monday,
January 1, for New Year’s Day.

“Broadway & Hollywood Holi-
day Songs” is set for Saturday, De-
cember 16, at 2 p.m. Mountainside
favorite Skip Ungar will return with
a special performance of holiday
classics — a mix of music from
movies and Broadway musicals.
Popular selections such as “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,”
which debuted in the film Meet Me
in St. Louis; the title tune from the
movie White Christmas, and “It’s
Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christ-
mas” will be featured.

The final Tuesday Night Movie of
the month, on December 19, will be
Beauty and the Beast (2017, PG), be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. This live-action re-
telling of Disney’s animated classic re-
fashions the tale’s familiar characters
“from the tale as old as time” for a
contemporary audience, staying true to
the original music while updating the
score with several new songs. Among
the cast are Emma Watson, Stanley
Tucci and Ian McKellen. There will be
no movie shown on December 26.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be offered on Thursday,
December 21, at 7:30 p.m. Sally
Younghans is presenting a special fall
series on mindfulness, with the goals
of decreasing stress and improving
overall health and well-being. This
series is designed for everyone —
both beginners and those with experi-
ence. This month Ms. Younghans will
focus on “Tapping into Your Inner
Guidance.”

To register for library programs,
stop into the library or call (908) 233-
0115. The library is located at 1 Con-
stitution Plaza.
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Put Gratitude at the Top
Of Your Holiday List

I N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O NI N  S E S S I O N

By Carol Pedro, Exec. Dir.
Youth & Family Counseling Service

Kurt Gerckens Becomes
Eagle With Fairview Project
WESTFIELD — Growing up in

Westfield, high school senior Kurt
Gerckens recalled that even as a
young Cub Scout, he aspired to be
an Eagle Scout. With the support of
Troop 72, Kurt moved through the
seven Scouting ranks to achieve the
highest level of Eagle Scout in Oc-
tober 2017. Along the way, he ac-
quired life skills including working
within a group, self-reliance and
leadership abilities, while at the
same time giving back to his com-
munity.

To become an Eagle Scout, Kurt
devised a project while in his junior
year, and after a scoutmaster con-
ference and board review, and fol-
lowing a consultation with his sum-
mer employer, Fairview Cemetery,
the project was solidified. It en-
tailed the planting of flower bulbs
on a grassy meadow at Fairview,
one for every soul resting within the
cemetery grounds.

With the assistance of adults, in-
cluding his parents, Lynn and Karl
Gerckens, and friends, along with
guidance from the Fairview Cem-
etery staff, 5,000 daffodil bulbs were
initially planted in spring 2016 on
the banks of the Bunnell Pond, and
has since been renamed the Tribute
Meadow. The location also is
marked by a descriptive sign and a
granite bench. It is the long-term
goal of the cemetery to continue the
bulb-planting tradition, where 5,000
new bulbs will be planted annually,
until 30,000 bulbs are in the ground.

Kurt raised project funds through
the Internet site “GoFundMe” as
well as canvassing the Westfield
community. He also received dona-
tions, including the granite bench
from Plainfield Granite Works and

the sign, provided at cost by Nick
Masilla. The bulbs were ordered
through the Netherland Bulbs Com-
pany through Back to Nature Home
and Garden, and sold at cost.

Kurt is a member of Troop 72,
which is sponsored by The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, where
he also serves as Junior Assistant
Scoutmaster. His hobbies include
playing lacrosse, fishing, boating
and water sports, as well as hanging
out with friends and family.

The public is invited to visit the
Tribute Meadow, especially in early
spring when the daffodils are in
bloom. The granite bench and
blooming flowers provide a serene
setting which is available for medi-
tation and quiet contemplation. The
Tribute Meadow is adjacent to
Bunnell Pond and is visible from
the front gate. Fairview Cemetery is
open during regular business hours,
or from dawn until dusk.

GIFT TO COMMUNITY...New Eagle Scout Kurt Gerckens stands beside the
Tribute Meadow at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. For his Eagle Project, Kurt
conceived the planting of flower bulbs to beautify the site, along with the addition
of a bench and sign, that offers visitors to Fairview a place for contemplation and
meditation.

– Obituaries –

The holiday season is here! Time to
get busy. Maybe you are planning a
celebration or hosting a gift exchange
or participating in your local commu-
nity activities. Most of us realize it is a
time we may become easily over-
whelmed and stressed. We worry about
finances, family we rarely spend time
with, planning to attend all the events,
having enough time to do it all!

How will you get it all done? Start
with a list. I know, you’ve heard that
before. But, this is a different list. This
year, start the list with number one, the
very first thing before cooking, wrap-
ping and buying...Gratitude. It is the
easiest, quickest and an absolutely free
way to reduce stress and anxiety. Create
a list of all the things you are grateful for
now. Instead of worrying, be grateful.

We all have problems, challenges
and painful experiences. The holi-
days don’t change reality. But, in our
quest for perfectionism and the Hall-
mark Holiday, we lose so much. As
we worry to impress and outdo we
miss the point. Be grateful instead of
comparing to others, trying to please
everyone. Be grateful that you have
the family and friends that you have;
however difficult or flawed. Be grate-
ful for a roof over your head and food
on the table. If you’re struggling to
choose the right gift, be grateful you
have someone to buy a gift for.

According to many studies, being
thankful can have tremendous health
benefits and improve your quality of
life. Gratitude makes you more open
to new people and new opportunities,
enhances empathy, reduces aggres-

sion and improves self-esteem.
In turn, be appreciative of what

others may do for you and enjoy the
kindness of others. Take time to have
a lunch date with a friend or help
someone else with their holiday plan-
ning. Make arrangements to visit those
in nursing homes, hospitals or clinics.
When you think things are tough,
look outside yourself and you will
find you really are blessed.

So this holiday season, give your-
self the gift of gratitude. Find some-
thing to be grateful for every day. Be
happy about small victories and unex-
pected miracles. Open your heart to
others. Be grateful for all the gifts you
have and open your heart to others.

* * *
Carol M. Pedro is a licensed thera-

pist with Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090; (908) 233-
2042. Website: yfcsnj.org.

Susan Perkins Meder, 64, Was Devoted
To Her Family, Dedicated Volunteer

Susan PerkinsMeder

Susan Perkins Meder, 64, a resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J., passed away
on Saturday, November 25, 2017, in
Ortley Beach, N.J.

Susan was born in Phila-
delphia, Pa., to Raymond
and Nancy Peck Perkins.
She met her husband of
33 years, Eric Meder,
while she was working as
a buyer for the retail chain
Bamberger’s (now
Macy’s).

Their sons, Eric
(“Rick”) and Alex, were
born in Westfield, where
Eric grew up and Susan
and Eric have lived for 32
years. Susan was devoted
to her family, whom she loved more
than anything, and never wasted a
minute of her active and energetic life
as a homemaker, volunteer, working
professional, exercise enthusiast and
world traveler. She loved summers
with her boys at Ortley Beach, as well
as the wonderful weekends she and
Eric spent there with family and friends.

Susan was preceded in death by her
parents, her brother, Raymond Perkins,
and her brother-in-law, Bernie Ritchey.
Survivors include her husband, Eric,
and their two sons, Rick and his part-
ner, Ariel Risinger, of Jersey City, N.J.,
and Alex and his wife, Mary Kate, of

Hoboken, N.J.; sisters, Nancy Ritchey
of Manasquan, N.J., and Judy Perkins
of Ocean City, N.J.; brothers, Paul
Perkins and his wife, Lorraine, of

Mount Holly, N.J., and
Donald Perkins of Las Ve-
gas, Nev.; sister-in-law,
Valerie, and her husband,
Richard Williams, of Rich-
mond, Tex., as well as a
number of beloved nieces
and nephews.

A gathering of family
and friends and a celebra-
tion of Susan’s life took
place on Friday, Decem-
ber 1, at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield

Avenue, Westfield, N.J., 07090,
www.higginsandbonner.com.

The Meder family would like to
thank family, friends and all who have
provided support during this difficult
time. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, 150 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, N.J. 07092,
www.childrens-specialized.org, or the
Mental Health Association in New
Jersey, Inc., 673 Morris Avenue, Suite
100, Springfield, N.J. 07081,
www.mhanj.org/donate/, or to the
charity of the donor’s choice.
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NEW BOOK...Peter Kalellis pens book on aging with meaning and purpose.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis Authors
Book On Aging With Purpose

“Becoming Ageless, Harvest Time
Can Maximize Health, Happiness and
Spiritual Wellness” is Dr. Peter M.
Kalellis’ new book, published by
Crossroad Publishing Company, N.Y.

Gracefully aging yet ageless, Dr.
Kalellis continues to have an active
life, still in practice of individual psy-
chotherapy and marriage and family
therapy.

“Becoming Ageless” is his 13th
self-help book, currently in bookstores
or through Amazon. This book offers
thoughtful suggestions to empower
readers to pursue meaning and pur-
pose in their later years, facing life’s
many challenges with less fear and no
despair.

“Becoming Ageless” should be read

by everyone. Filled with psycho-spiri-
tual guidance, this book gives each
reader the means of embracing the
beauty and mystery of growing not
older but being less younger. Soulful
writing, poignant stories, and psycho-
spiritual insights are found within the
pages that make life more rewarding.

“This book is comforting, and
above all, inspirational. Reading this
book, I have been touched and pro-
foundly changed in my perceptions
about aging for the better,” said Dr.
Andy McCabe, a Rutgers professor
and author of “The Gifted One.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/bulletin/form

Scott M. Webb, 57, Beloved Husband
And Wonderful Father to Three Sons
Scott MacLeod Webb, 57, of

Westfield and Montville, N.J., passed
away on Thursday, November 30,
2017, under the wonder-
ful care of doctors at
Morristown Memorial
Hospital. We can not be-
gin to express our sincere
gratitude to that team.

Scott was a graduate
of Fairleigh Dickinson
University and pursued
a career in finance in
New York City.

He is survived by his
wife of 24 years, Nancy,
and the “three most im-
portant people in his
life,” his sons, Matthew, 22, Connor,
20, and Eric, 13. Scott was a great
brother to his siblings, Bob, Norma
and Cher, and he also held a special
place in his heart for his nephew,
Brad.

Scott enjoyed skiing in his youth
and golf in his later years, but his real
passion was watching his sons play

lacrosse. Scott had end-
less energy to travel for
any event that involved his
children. Although he was
known to be somewhat
opinionated on the side-
lines, his sons loved his
presence at all events.
Scott was a wonderful fa-
ther and will be greatly
missed by all.

A Memorial Service
was held at the Codey &
Mackey Funeral Home in
Boonton, N.J., on Sun-

day, December 3. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations in
Scott’s memory be made to the Webb
Children Education Fund, P.O. Box
2504, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Coffee Cozy Event
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the community can learn to make a
felt Coffee Cozy on Friday, Decem-
ber 15, at 10 a.m., at the Scotch
Plains Public Library. Participants
will learn a simple blanket stitch
while they create a felt sleeve for
their coffee cup.

Space is limited. Advance registra-
tion is required to ensure plentiful
supplies. To register, go to scotlib.org,
e-mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the library Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the center
of the township.

Scott MacLeod Webb

Dorothy ‘Dodie’ Doyle, 86, Devoted
To Family, Church, Volunteering

Dorothy (Dodie) Jack Doyle, 86,
most recently of Westfield, N.J., for-
merly of Tenafly, N.J., passed away
peacefully on Friday, November 10,
2017, after a long battle with
Parkinson’s Disease.

Dodie was born and raised in Buf-
falo, N.Y. She was the second child
and daughter of Margaret Fair Jack
and William Copeland Jack. She was
proud of her Scottish heritage and that
she and her sister and brother were
first-generation American citizens.

She attended Cornell University,
where she graduated with a Bachelor
of Science in Home Economics in
1953. After graduation she moved to
White Plains, where she worked as a
nutritionist for a number of organiza-
tions including AT&T and Columbia
Presbyterian in their cafeteria services.

She married George C. Doyle in
1955, and they eventually settled in
Tenafly, N.J., to raise their daughters
(her “girls”). She was elected tax col-
lector in Tenafly in 1979, breaking
ground as only the second Democrat
elected to office in the borough. Once
her girls were out of elementary
school, she went back to work, ulti-
mately establishing a new career in
banking. She worked for United Jer-
sey Bank for over 20 years as a branch
manager, and then as a financial advi-
sor in the trust department, becoming
a Certified Financial Planner. This
was a highlight of her career and she
was always being called upon by
friends and family for financial ad-
vice, as she had broad knowledge and
good common sense.

In her retirement she started a busi-

ness providing bookkeeping and tax
planning assistance to those who could
no longer handle their own affairs.
During her life, her faith was a con-
stant, and she was actively involved in
church for over 40 years at the Tenafly
Presbyterian Church and most recently
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, serving as a Deacon, Elder
and in a variety of other positions over
the years. Dodie volunteered her time
to many charitable organizations, in-
cluding the Englewood Rotary Club,
when women were first admitted. She
had many passions, including bridge,
reading (mysteries being a favorite),
the Jersey shore, opera, theater and
travel.

She was known for her generosity,
lifelong friendships and her love of
family, with a special devotion to her
grandchildren, who she loved uncon-
ditionally. She is survived by her
daughters, C. Anne Doyle of
Manahawkin, N.J., and Barbara Doyle
Frantz (David) of Mountainside, N.J.;
her grandchildren, Zachary Frantz
(Kristyna) of Manhattan, Sarah Frantz
of Providence, R.I., and Andrew
Frantz of Mountainside; her sister,
Irene Kent of Webster, N.Y.; brother,
William Jack of Grand Island, N.Y.,
and nieces, nephews and their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

A Memorial Service will be held at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
on Saturday, December 16, at 11 a.m.,
in the Chapel.

Donations in her memory can be
made to the Parkinson’s Foundation
(parkinson.org).
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Thelma E. Gerber, 90, of Scotch Plains;
Was Dedicated Community Leader

Thelma E. Gerber, 90, passed
peacefully, surrounded by family, on
Thursday, November
30, 2017.

Thelma was born in
Elizabeth, N.J., to
Edwin G. and Anna
Volker.

During World War II,
Thelma served the war
effort as a Naval Re-
serve Officer in the
WAVES. After the war,
she worked as an ac-
countant for Standard
Oil before starting her
family in 1955.

A resident of Scotch Plains for more
than 50 years, Thelma was a home-
maker and enjoyed devoting her time
to raising her children. She also was a
stalwart civic leader, involved with
numerous and varied charities and
organizations in Westfield and Scotch
Plains, including the Girl Scouts, SP-
F PTA, Golden Agers and the local
Republican Party. Thelma was a mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Church at
Morristown.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Warren, Sr., who passed away

in 1987, as well as her sisters, Lillian
Volker and Vera Greiner, and broth-

ers, Edwin, Arthur, War-
ren and Wilbur.

Surviving are her son,
Warren Gerber, Jr., and
two daughters, Katherine
Pellek and Nancy
Gerber; four grandchil-
dren and three great-
grandchildren.

Memorial services will
be private and will take
place at a later date at the
Presbyterian Church at
Morristown on the Green.

Thelma was a loving
mother to her children and a dedicated
friend to many.

Arrangements are by Bruce C.
VanArsdale Funeral Home, 111 No.
Gaston Avenue, Somerville.

Donations can be made to either
the Presbyterian Church at
Morristown, 57 E. Park Place,
Morristown, N.J. 07960, or to Haven
Hospice at JFK Hospital, 65 James
Street, Edison, N.J. 08820. To send
condolences to the family, visit
www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com.
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Thelma E. Gerber

March on Saturday
To Benefit Veterans

WESTFIELD — Martin Wallberg
American Legion Post No. 3 will host
its second annual March a Mile event
this Saturday, December 9, at 11 a.m.,
at Tamaques Park in Westfield, for
the benefit of needy veterans. The
idea for the Westfield event origi-
nated during last year’s American
Legion Department Convention in
Wildwood. The national commander
and New Jersey’s officers started a
walk for homeless veterans as a regu-
lar part of the week’s events.

Post 3 representatives who attended
the convention were inspired to start
a similar local event. Last year, Post 3
raised more than $1,000 for Veterans
Haven North, a transitional housing
program to help homeless veterans
get back on their feet. This year, the
money raised will be split between a
couple of organizations that support
homeless veterans and veterans in
need in the state.

Interested persons are asked to
come to Tamaques Park this Satur-
day with a donation ($20 includes a
T-shirt). Individuals also can pre-
register (recommended) by visiting
Post 3, located at 1003 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, at the corner
of North Avenue and Crossway Place.
More information is available by
calling (908) 232-9689 or e-mailing
post3westfield@gmail.com. Infor-
mation about Post 3 can be found at
facebook.com/Martin-Wallberg-
A m e r i c a n - L e g i o n - P o s t - 3 -
102196083157573.

Flute and Guitar Duo Due
Back at Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will welcome back
a flute and guitar duo on Wednesday,
December 13, at 7 p.m. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Accomplished flutist Marjorie
Koharski and guitarist Keith Calmes
will play a variety of holiday favor-
ites, including “The Nutcracker
Suite,” “Brazilian Sleigh Bells,” “My
Dreydl,” “Home for the Holidays,”
“Rudolph,” The Carpenters’ “Merry
Christmas, Darling” and “Hanukkah.”

Ms. Koharski is a flutist and picco-
loist with the Monmouth Symphony
Orchestra, a flutist with the Elysion
Winds Quintet, a former faculty mem-
ber of the Monmouth Conservatory
of Music, and a member of the New
York Flute Club and the New Jersey
Flute Society.

Mr. Calmes earned degrees in clas-
sic guitar performance from Califor-
nia State University, Northridge; the
University of Southern California and
the Juilliard School. He debuted at
Carnegie Recital Hall as winner of the
Artists International Competition. Mr.
Calmes teaches at Wall High School.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Terence Christian Brady, Jr., Was
Westfield High School Standout

Terry passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, November 28, 2017, in Sun
City Center, Fla., with his wife of 60
years, Jane Leffler Brady, at his side.

He was born on July 31, 1931 to
Terence Christian Brady and Mabel
Nicholsen Brady, and primarily grew
up in Westfield, N.J. At Westfield
High School, Terry was a standout in
basketball (tied WHS single game
scoring record of 37 points in 1948)
and golf (second place in New Jersey
State Championship in 1948). He pro-
ceeded to the University of Notre
Dame, and was graduated with a de-
gree in commerce with Cum Laude
honors in 1952. After college, Terry
entered the U.S. Navy and was an
RIO flying in AD-4W Skyraiders off
the USS Coral Sea. In the U.S. Navy,
he achieved the rank of commander
and was honorably discharged.

In 1961, Terry earned his MBA
from New York University. He had a
successful business career, culminat-
ing with his promotion to senior vice-
president and corporate controller for

C.R. Bard, Inc. After 27 enjoyable
years with C.R. Bard, Terry retired in
1996.

In addition to his professional ca-
reer, Terry coached numerous youth
sports teams in Westfield. In his later
years, Terry loved playing golf and
traveling with his beloved wife, Jane.

Terry is survived by his wife, three
children and spouses, Jane L. Brady,
Nancy Brady Smith, Audrey H. Brady,
Daniel J. Brady and Melissa A. Brady,
Wendy Brady Ruff and Robert G.
Ruff; nine grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren. Terry’s eldest
son, Terence C. Brady III, preceded
him in death in December of 2014.

A Mass was held at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside, N.J., on Monday, De-
cember 4. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made to the
American Heart Association, 1 Union
Street, Suite 301, Robbinsville, N.J.
08691, or visit Heart.org for more
information.
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VISIT WITH SANTA...Santa and Mrs. Claus pose for photos with children
and families during a previous Gingerbread Open House at the historic Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House in Mountainside. This year’s open house will take
place this weekend, with an Adult Wine and Cheese event Saturday, from 3 to
5 p.m., and activities for families on Sunday between 1 and 4 p.m.

Gingerbread Open House
Is Set For This Weekend

MOUNTAINSIDE — The spirit of
the holidays, present and past, will be
celebrated during the Gingerbread
Open House Weekend at
Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House this Saturday and Sun-
day, December 9 and 10. All are wel-
come to visit the historic home, which
is fully decorated for the season. A
donation of $5 per person is sug-
gested and proceeds will go toward
the restoration of the Levi Cory House.

An Adult Wine and Cheese Open
House will take place from 3 to 5
p.m. on Saturday and will kick off
with a visit from St. Nick. Light
refreshments, including wine,
cheese/crackers, baked goods and
beverages, will be available. Stew
Leonard’s Wines of Springfield will
provide wine, beer and liqueur
tastings. Guests also will enjoy mu-
sic and plenty of holiday cheer.

Families with children are welcome
from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sunday to enjoy
many interactive events and projects.
These include gingerbread ornaments
to decorate, mini holiday arrange-
ments to make, a guessing contest,
mulled apple cider and baked goods
to enjoy — all surrounded by festive
holiday décor and live music by the
Deerfield Middle School Instrumen-
tal Music students at 1:30 p.m., Bag-
pipe Players from Governor
Livingston High School at 2:15 p.m.
and the Our Lady of Lourdes
Children’s Choir at 2:30 p.m. Santa

and Mrs. Claus will be on hand to
visit the children and parents are in-
vited to bring their cameras.

On both days, the “Village Shop”
boutique will be open, featuring holi-
day décor items, ornaments, jewelry,
gifts, crafts and other curiosities –
both new and vintage. Plans call for
the “Village Shop” to be relocated in
the next year to the neighboring Levi
Cory House, after its restoration.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road) adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library. The Mountainside
Restoration Committee is a 501(c)(3)
charity and a committee of volunteers
whose purpose is to maintain the
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House, re-
store the Levi Cory House and collect
and save historic information and
items from destruction. For further
information, call (908) 789-9420 or
go to mountainsidehistory.org.

Westfield Area Y Men’s
Christmas Tree Lot Open

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Men’s Club Annual Christ-
mas Tree Sale, a community tradi-
tion since 1951, currently is under-
way. All proceeds benefit local
charities and organizations.

This year’s tree selection in-
cludes top-quality Fraser firs and
balsam firs. Sizes range from three-
foot “tabletop” Balsams all the way
up to 10-foot Frasers. Also avail-
able are wreathes, evergreen rop-
ing, grave covers and tree stands.

The tree lot is located on the Elm
Street Athletic Field, across from
Stop & Shop. The sale will con-
tinue through Saturday, December
23. Lot hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays, and 5
to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Selling Christmas trees has been
the club’s primary fund-raising
method. Since its inception, the Y
Men have raised more than $2.5
million for community charitable
grants. Some of the many organi-
zations that have benefited from
the money raised are the Westfield
United Fund, Contact Caring,
Children’s Specialized Hospital,

Imagine, Resolve Community
Counseling, the Scotch Plains and
Westfield Rescue Squads,
Westfield Crew, Master Gardeners
and the Westfield Area YMCA.

For more information, visit
westfieldynj.org/get-involved/
community-partners/ys-mens-club/
or Facebook at Westfield Area Y
Men’s Club Christmas Tree Sale.

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE...A Westfield Area Y Men’s Club volunteer gets
ready to bundle a tree. The club’s annual Christmas Tree Sale, held at the Elm
Street Athletic Field in Westfield, will continue through Saturday, December 23.

Temple Men to Host
Blood Drive Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s

Club of Congregation Beth Israel
will hold a blood drive this Sunday,
December 10, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
at the Scotch Plains synagogue.

Run by Community Blood Ser-
vices of New Jersey, the drive is
open to anyone in the community,
age 18 or older, who is medically
eligible to donate blood. No pre-
registration is required. A continen-
tal breakfast will be served to all
donors.

The Men’s Club of Congregation
Beth Israel hosts a winter and spring
blood drive annually.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, at the cor-
ner of Martine Avenue. The blood
drive and breakfast will be held in a
bus stationed in the synagogue’s
parking lot adjacent to its building.
For more information, call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830 or
Walter Chinoy, Blood Drive chair-
man, at (908) 232-0062.

FCC Plans Music Service,
Gift Market For Advent

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church (FCC) invites visi-
tors to celebrate the holiday season
this Sunday, December 10, at 10 a.m.,
with the annual Advent music service
“The Joy of Christmas,” featuring
familiar favorites and lesser-known
anthems from several countries per-
formed by the Festival Chorus with
guest soloists and instrumentalists.

The service continues this year’s
Advent sermon series theme, “Do You
Hear What I Hear?,” which explores
the stories, Bible passages and major
themes behind some of the most time-
honored Christmas hymns and carols.

Following this service, the 17th
annual Alternative Gift Market will
take place in the newly-restored
Patton Auditorium from 11:15 a.m.
to noon. Participants make a chari-
table donation on someone’s behalf
and receive a gift card to send the
recipient. The non-profits benefit-
ing from this year’s gift market in-
clude Bridges Outreach, Caring Con-
tact, Doctors Without Borders, the
Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless, the FCC Food Closet,
Heifer International and Roots &
Wings.

On Monday evenings, December
11 and 18, the Advent adult studies
program on “The Messiah” will exam-

ine the four royal titles used in Isaiah
9:2-7: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father and Prince of
Peace. Based on the studies of Old
Testament scholar Walter
Brueggmann, the series will discuss
how people in Jesus’ time understood
these titles and how Jesus did or did
not fulfill them. Free and open to the
public, it will be held in the Chapel
Lounge, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

FCC will offer a special “Silent
Nights” service on Sunday, Decem-
ber 17, at 7 p.m., for those struggling
with grief or loss. Through prayer,
music, scripture and reflection, the
service seeks to honor and affirm
those feelings, as well as provide a
measure of comfort and hope to those
experiencing them.

A monthly Prayer and Meditation
on Tuesday, December 12, at 7:30
p.m., offers an additional opportu-
nity for members, friends and guests
to learn about and share in a variety
of prayer and meditative practices,
as well as to provide participants an
opportunity to offer their own prayer
concerns.

A member of the United Church of
Christ, FCC is located at 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield. For additional in-
formation, call (908) 233-2494 or
visit fccofwestfield.org.

SEASON OF JOY...The Festival Chorus and guest soloists will present “The Joy
of Christmas,” a celebration of familiar hymns and carols from around the world,
this Sunday, December 10, at 10 a.m., at the First Congregational Church, located
at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield. Visitors are welcome to attend and to stay for the
Alternative Gift Market benefiting seven charities following the service.

Hearing Society
Has Holiday Break

WESTFIELD — The Hearing
Society has announced that its
weekly classes in speech (lip) read-
ing will be suspended for the holi-
day season beginning the week of
Sunday, December 17. There will
be no class on Thursdays, Decem-
ber 21 and 28 or January 4. Classes
will resume in the new year on
January 11 at the regularly sched-
uled time, 10:30 a.m., at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.

Under the direction of Morgan
Orlowski, speech pathologist, the
informal classes provide instruction
in strategies for coping with hear-
ing loss as well as techniques for
improved communication. Any per-
son who is interested in improving
his or her word recognition skills is
welcome to join the society and
participate in the classes.

For more information about The
Hearing Society and the classes,
contact Alice Knecht at (908) 688-
8241 (voice) or alirobkn@aol.com.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us
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subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004605

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001077-15

Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA TRUST,
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR
PRETIUM MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: JAMES M. HUGHES AND

ROSEMARIE V. HUGHES, HUSBAND AND
WIFE; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 01/03/2018
Writ of Execution: 09/22/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Seventy-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Six and
47/100*** $579,706.47.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 240 MASSACHUSETTS
STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT I BLOCK 5713
Dimensions of Lot: 98 feet wide by 109 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: GRANDVIEW AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Ninety-Four
Thousand Six Hundred Seventy-Four and 55/
100*** $594,674.55 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/07, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/17 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004479

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001784-17

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPA-
TION TRUST

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES ARGILA; ANN ARGILA;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; JOAN M. ARGILA; COLUMBIA
BANK

Sale Date: 12/13/2017
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2017
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-
Eight and 14/100*** $425,728.14.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 11
Laurie Court, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT# 10, Block# 15303, PRIOR LOT
#21, Prior Block # 316.M.

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 000. 926 AC
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Terrill Road.
Taxes: 4th Quarter of 2017 open balance

amount of $5,400.70, good through 11/1/17*
Other: Sewer open balance amount of $269.61*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Four
Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy and 11/100***
$434,970.11 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30
& 12/07/17 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-17004663

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038203-15

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH F. STIVALA, CHRIS ANN

STIVALA
Sale Date: 01/03/2018
Writ of Execution: 05/05/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty-Three Thousand Eight Hundred Six and
81/100*** $363,806.81.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 122 MYRTLE AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 5 BLOCK 4008.
Dimensions of Lot: 31 feet wide by 175 AV feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: CENTRAL AVENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Six
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-One and 34/
100*** $386,741.34 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/07, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/17 Fee: $179.52

FUMC to Present
Christmas Concert

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield will
open its doors for a free Christmas
concert on Saturday, December 16, at
4 p.m., with professional talent and
aspiring musicians from Westfield
High School, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and the community.

A church choir will sing familiar
tunes while soloists and instrumen-
talists showcase holiday favorites.
Guests will enjoy the traditional
sounds of a bell choir, playful strums
of a ukulele band and the cadence of
a drumline. The church is located at 1
East Broad Street.

Senior Club Luncheon
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold its Christ-
mas luncheon on Monday, December
11, at 12:30 p.m., in the Parish Center.
The Parish Center is located on
Westfield Avenue, adjacent to the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, in
Westfield. All members are welcome.
The luncheon will be catered by Al’s
Caterers. The cost is $16 per person.

Registration Begins Today
For Winter Session at Y

WESTFIELD — Registration for
the Westfield Area YMCA Winter
program session begins at 6 p.m. to-
day, Thursday, December 7, for Full
members and at 7:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, December 11, for Basic and non-
members. The Winter Session runs
from January 2 to February 24.

The new Group Boxing exercise
class, featuring boxing and martial
arts moves, will be held on Friday
mornings. “My Playroom,” located
in the large indoor gym at the Bauer
Branch at 422 East Broad Street,
Westfield, is back for the winter
months for toddlers and preschoolers
accompanied by a parent/caregiver.
Ski/snowboard trip dates for teens
and families are announced.

The Y continues to offer various
parent/child classes and sports
classes and swim lessons for every
age and skill level. Free swim as-

sessments are available. Dance
Academy and Tae Kwon Do have
programs for participants preschool
age through adult.

Adults and senior adults can enjoy
Bridge classes, land and water exer-
cise classes, lunchtime lectures and
events. Programs such as Delay the
Disease: Exercise to Fight Parkinson’s
Symptoms, Arthritis Exercise Pro-
gram, Aquatics for People with Dis-
abilities, Project Healthy Bones and
Special Population Personal Train-
ing continue to be offered.

Programs for people with special
needs of all ages also are available.

For all the classes, programs, leagues
and events offered at the Westfield
Area YMCA, visit westfieldynj.org or
the Main Y Facility Welcome Center,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.
The Welcome Center also can be
reached at (908) 301-YMCA (9622).

Trinity Collecting Funds
To Aid ‘Animal Project’

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, is collecting money
for the Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment (ERD) “Animal Project” pro-
gram through Sunday, December 17.

“Almost one billion people are af-
fected by chronic hunger. The ERD
Animal Project gives families and
communities healthy animals – goats,
chickens, pigs and cows – that can
help generate income from the sale of
products such as milk and cheese,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

“Our goal is to buy two sheep and
two goats this year,” he continued.
“We invite everyone to join us in
helping this life-enhancing and eco-
nomic project.”

Donations, made payable to “Epis-
copal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity Church, 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, N.J. 07016,
or dropped off at the church on Sun-
day mornings or at the church office
in Witherington Hall. For more in-
formation, call Marion at (908) 245-
1892.

Episcopal Relief & Development,
started in 1940, is the compassionate
response of The Episcopal Church to
human suffering in the world. Hear-
ing God’s call to seek and serve Christ
in all persons and to respect the dig-

nity of every human being, Episcopal
Relief & Development serves to bring
together the generosity of Episcopa-
lians and others with the needs of the
world.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family church
that welcomes all people and strives
to “know Christ and to make him
known through faith, fellowship, and
service.” Sunday services are at 8
a.m. and 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/.
Trinity also provides Trinity Episco-
pal Day School (TEDS), a state-li-
censed facility serving children from
age 2½ through Kindergarten. Fur-
ther information about TEDS is avail-
able by calling (908) 276-2881 or
visiting tedscranford.org.
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159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

LAND USE ISSUES? 
We help you navigate  
complex zoning laws.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker© and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

295 SOUTH AVENUE | FANWOOD, NJ 07023
chelseaseniorliving.com

Call any time to arrange a visit!
908-654-5200

ASSISTED LTISSSSSSSSSSSISTTTTTSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTSTTTEDEDEDEDEDEDEDEDDDD LLLASSAAASAAASAAAAAASSSAAAAAAAASSSSASSSSSSSSISISISISI D LD LDDD LLLLSIA DSTSS E LLIVINGVIVIVVVVVVIIIVVIVIVVVVIVVINNNNNNNNNNNNININNNNNNNINININNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGGVINGLLLLIL
HOLIDAY SPHOHHHHHHHH AAAAAAAAIDDDDIDIIDDDDDD YY PPPPPPPYYYYOLIOLLLILLLOLLLLLLLLLLLLOLLLLOL SPSSSSSSPSSSSSSSSSSH YDO PECIAL!CICICICICCCCC !!!!!!ALAALLLLLLAALLLAAAALLALAAALLALAAE IAPEPEPEPEPPP
ASSISTED LIVING

HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

$130 A D3030303030303$1$1$1111$$$$11111 0 A0 A0 A DDDDDDDDDD$ AA AY!Y!Y!Y!Y!Y!!!!AYAAAAAAAA
PRICE LOCPP CECECEE LLLLLLLE LLRRRRRRRRRRRPPPPP OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCP L CCKEDEDEDEDEDEDKCK
FOR 6 MONFOFOFOFOFFF ONNNNNNNNNNNNO M66666 MOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMORRRRRROOORRRRRR O6R NTHS!HSHHSSSHHSTHTTTTHTTHTTTHTTTTTT SHNT

$130 A DAY!
PRICE LOCKED
FOR 6 MONTHS!

Must commit by Dec. 31, 2017. Selected apartments available. 
Care levels and medication management not included. 

New residents only. Must present this ad.    

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Refuse to lose!” Has been the slo-
gan for the Westfield High School
football Blue Devils since the begin-
ning of the season when Head Coach
Jim DeSarno indicated that they must
seek their own identity. Their true
identity was revealed in a big way at
MetLife Stadium on November 30
when the top-seeded Blue Devils sank
the third-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers, 20-7, for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 5 Championship.
So the 12-0 Blue Devils, not only won
its third straight title, having defeated
the Panthers the previous two years;
but also extended their state-leading
undefeated streak to 37.

Once again, it was the entire Blue
Devils’ defense that tightened the reins
at the right time to repulse the Pan-
thers’ dangerous running game that
featured running back Anthony Goffe,
a seemingly tireless workhorse who
carried the ball an incredible 38 times
totaling 170 yards, including a 13-
yard touchdown.

“He’s got a great combination,
speed and power. We’ve seen guys a
little more powerful. RJ [Milligan]

from Ridge! Big powerful guy! We’ve
seen quick guys from Linden. He’s
just a great combo of both. He’s a
great back and he’s sure to go on and
do great things,” Blue Devil co-cap-
tain/linebacker Shea Elliott expressed.

The rest of his team was held to
negative two yards on the ground and
quarterback Greg Verano completed
just six of 14 passes for 45 yards,
which included a key interception by
co-captain Jacob Dayon that put the
Blue Devils in the position to score
their second touchdown.

When needed, the Blue Devils clev-
erly shifted some of their defensive
men to the offense for key blocking
purposes and also shifted some of
their offensive linemen to defensive
side to add more beef. Offensive line-
men, co-captain Jack McCauley and
Jordan Barham worked some plays
on defense and it paid off. McCauley
recorded a key sack on the Panthers’
first series and Barham may have
sealed the victory with a strip sack of
Verano with just a few minutes left in
the game, allowing co-captain Adam
McDaniel to scoop the fumble and
rumble into the end zone for a 32-yard
touchdown.

“We were down at the end of the
game, there was a minute, minute and
a half left. The quarterback scrambles
out and he [Barham] made an amaz-
ing play on a read option and strip-
sacked the quarterback. Adam
McDaniel picked it up and returned it
for a touchdown,” McCauley de-
scribed.

“I lined up. I didn’t even know he
had the ball. I thought he threw it. I
staggered him. The ball came loose.
Adam took it to the house,” Barham
added.

The usual defensive senior linemen
and linebackers, Drew Ortiz, co-cap-
tain Jake Vall-Llobera, Joe San
Giacomo, Rory McGovern, along with
Dayon and Elliott, also got into the
action to slow down Goffe delivering
cracking hits.

“We had some big seniors step up
in key times. Dayon, Drew, Jordan!
Jordan’s never played D-line. He put
it a little more humbly. Simply, he
won us the game there with that strip
sack and return for a touchdown. They
had strong runners and they had good
receivers. I am so proud of Jordan
Barham on that,” Elliott said.

DAYON INTERCEPTION, ALLIEGRO 47-YD TD, VALL-LLOBERA TD, BARDEN CAUSES FUMBLE FOR McDANIEL TD

Blue Devils ‘Refuse to Lose’; Sink BrH2O for Group 5 Title

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A TOUCHDOWN...Co-captain/linebacker Jacob Dayon, No. 4, intercepts a Panther pass and returns it to
midfield to set up the Blue Devils’ second TD. Westfield silenced the Panthers, 20-7, for its third straight North 2, Group 5
Championship at MetLife Stadium on November 30 and extended its undefeated streak to 37 games.

Pearl Harbor – 76 Years Ago
December 7, 1941 Never Forget!

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports



Page 10  Thursday, December 7, 2017 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

No. 1 Bridgewater Boys Stop
Westfield, 100-70, in Opener

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was billed as a titanic season-
opening showdown in boys’ swim-
ming between top-ranked
Bridgewater-Raritan and perennial
power Westfield and in the end, it was
the Blue Devils that sank. The Pan-
thers defeated Westfield, 100-70, in a
dual meet held on December 1 at the
Westfield ‘Y’ pool in the season
opener for both squads. Carter
Weiland fueled the Panther winning
effort with victories in both the 200
freestyle and the 100 freestyle.

Before last season’s controversial
loss in the sectional final against
Bridgewater-Raritan, which was de-
cided by a disqualification in the final
relay, the Blue Devils owned a win
streak against the Panthers that
stretched back to 2011. Westfield ac-
tually won six of the 11 races in
Friday’s meet, including a pair by
Colin Daniel in the 200IM and the
100 butterfly, but could not match the
strong performances across a deep
Panther lineup.

“This is just a starting point for us,”
said Westfield Head Coach Jeff
Knight. “It gives us a clearer idea of
what we have to do moving forward
in order to compete with them.”

The Westfield 200 medley relay team
of Ryan Bebel, Steve Warren, Colin
Daniel and Cooper Prieto got the meet
off on the right foot for the Blue Devils
by taking first place in a time of 1:37.56.

Weiland then answered for
Bridgewater-Raritan with a com-
manding win in the 200 freestyle
(1:47.00). Westfield’s Eric Bebel was
second (1:51.00). After Colin Daniel’s
win in the 200IM (1:59.85) the two
schools were knotted at 23-23 in total
points. Bridgewater-Raritan nudged
ahead 32-30 when Chris Ruhnke won
the 50 free (2.2.63) ahead of
Westfield’s Cooper Prieto (23.21) and
Jack Cifelli (23.92).

Westfield got back on track with
Daniel’s second individual victory of
the day in the 100 butterfly. His win-
ning time of 53.91 placed him ahead
of Panthers C.J. Hewitt (54.23) and
Ryan Bugianessi (54.53).

The Panthers began to separate from
the Blue Devils over the next three
events. A 1-2 finish by Carter Weiland
(49.09) and Trent Russano (49.70) in
the 100 freestyle helped Bridgewater-
Raritan collect nine points. Russano’s
effort was key as he touched just
ahead of Westfield’s Eric Bebel
(49.71) in third place.

Next Michael Man won the 500
freestyle (5:06.33) heading up a 1-2-
3 sweep of the top-three positions in
the event and helping the Panthers to
13 additional points. Tommy Moore
was Westfield’s top finisher in the
event (5:30.53) in fourth place.

Bridgewater-Raritan captured the
top two positions in the 200 free relay
with the team of Ruhnke, Mark
Rydberg, Justin Lee and Weiland win-

ning in 1:31.22. Westfield’s team of
Eric Bebel, Matt Barmakian, Cifelli
and Prieto seemed well positioned to
win the event until Prieto came up
with a cramp in the final leg. The team
finished third in 1:35.79. By this time,
Bridgewater-Raritan had amassed a
78-46 lead in team points.

Ryan Bebel came back to claim the
100 backstroke (54.68) ahead of Pan-
thers Russano (55.06) and Phillip Qiu
(55.65).

Warren turned in a strong winning
performance for Westfield in the 100
breast (59.23) finishing ahead of
Bridgewater-Raritan’s Ruhnke
(1:00.02) and Blue Devil Tommy
Brennan (1:04.86).

“I’m happy with my time in the
breast,” said Warren. “This meet was
just a test of the water. It is early. It
kind of helps the guys to feel them out
so we can establish future plans against
them.”

With the meet decided, Westfield’s
400 free relay team of Eric Bebel,
Daniel, Cifelli and Ryan Bebel closed
things out on a positive note with a
win in 3:21.06 besting second place
Panther team of Hewitt, Bugianessi,
Mark Rydberg and Weiland (3:22.43).

“I can’t say enough about the senior
leaders on this team,” said Knight in
assessing his team’s opening perfor-
mance. “Steve Warren, Colin Daniel,
Ryan and Eric Bebel, they answered
the call today and provided the kind of
leadership we need moving forward.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND IN THE 200-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Eric Bebel finished second in the 200-freestyle with a time of 1:51 in the
season-opening meet against the No. 1 Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers at Wallace Pool in Westfield on December 1.

CANNON, WUSTEFELD, PALOZZOLO NAMED CAPTAINS

Raider Matmen Return Entire
Squad for Promising Outlook

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returing an entire squad has to be
good news for this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team that placed fifth in the
Union County Tournament (UCT),
finished the regular season with a 19-
12 record then placed third in District
13 to qualify six for the Region 4
Tournament, where one Raider, not
only won the title but also, advanced
to the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlan-
tic City (AC) and placed second.

“Last year we had a great season.
We had a great showing in the county
tournament. We had great showing in
sectionals. Districts as a team, you
could tell that our kids were giving
everything they could and it showed
with the number of kids who went to
regions,” Raider Head Coach Marc
Fabiano said.

Another advantage of having an
entire varsity lineup returning is that
the individuals have learned how to
avoid giving up a lot of bonus points.

“That’s the one big thing that we
stress in our room about us getting
bonus points and eliminating other
teams from getting bonus points
against us. We have a heavily senior
oriented lineup,” Coach Fabiano
pointed out.

Heading that veteran group as team
captains are Jack Cannon, expected
to fill the 145-lb slot, Nick Palazzolo
(160-lbs) and Sam Wustefeld, last
year’s 182-lb NJSIAA runner up.
Wustefeld, who has added some height
and plenty of muscle maturity, is ex-
pected to compete at 195/220-lbs.
Last year Wustefeld was the UCT,
District and Regional champion, and

finished 44-4.
“Highlight was Sam Wustefeld

shocking the state, getting into the
state finals and placing second. He’s
going to be going to Columbia Uni-
versity and majoring in engineering,”
Coach Fabiano said.

Cannon, a regional qualifyer at 132-
lbs, who finished with a 27-15 record,
also added muscularity to fill the 145-
lbs slot. Palazzollo was a regional
qualifyer at 152-lbs although he was
injured in district semifinals while
winning his bout and had to forfeit the
title bout. Palazzollo finished with a
22-13 record.

“Jack and Nick are both leaders on
this team. Jack, especially with his
hard work ethic in the wrestling room.
The other kids feed off of that. He had
a tremendous year last year after
comming off an injury the previous
year. He has been working all year

round going to clubs. I can’t wait to
see him our first match. We are very
excited his senior year to see him go
all out,” Coach Fabiano said.

As to Palazzollo, Coach Fabiano
said, “Nick is a tremendous athlete.
He played football this year, which I
feel just built his toughness even more.
His ability to work upper body throws
and his strength gives him another
level. His level of performance is
second to none right now.”

Sophomore Kyle Rigney is ex-
pected to be at 106-lbs and senior
Mike Fleck, a region qualifyer at 106
who finished 23-17, will jump to 113-
lbs. Senior Jeremy Lenert, a region
qualifyer at 113 and finished 22-18,
will compete at 120-lbs. Senior Justin
Sidebottom will fill the 126-lb slot,
senior Jacob Perone will be at 132-lbs

and junior Mateo Velez will occupy
the 138-lb slot. Senior Mike Ramos
will compete at 152-lbs and senior
Zach Fleischman will compete at 171-
lbs.

The Raiders will be toughest in the
heavier weights beginning with jun-
ior Alex Oslislo at 182-lbs.

“Alex is a hardnosed, tough kid,
who will do anything for you. [He’s]
coming off a great football season
where he was a running back, line-
backer. His toughness may be one of
the top-5 on the team. He pushes
everybody in the room. Regions, his
mindset, that’s what he wants,” Coach
Fabiano said.

After Wustefeld, junior Ed Smith,
who placed second in the district at
195-lbs, will be at 220-lbs.

“Ed Smith came out of nowhere.
First time in a varsity lineup last year.
He came into the district tournament

and he makes his way through to the
region. He put on some size now. He
looks good on his feet. He’s gotten so
much better

Senior Bobby Mount, a 20+ bout
winner, will be at 285-lbs.

“The wrestling community is strug-
gling to fill lineups. Another highlight
of this season is we really tried to
build a program of success, positive
thinking, togetherness, family. I am
so happy that we have a big family, 68
kids on this team. I am happy that the
kids are learning what we are doing,
not just wrestling but learning skills
that can transfer to other sports and
into their lives in the future,” Coach
Fabiano stressed.

The Raiders will open their season
at home against Hillsborough on Fri-
day, December 15, at 7 p.m.

David B. Corbin (March 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KNOCKING OFF THE TOP DOG...Raider Sam Wustefeld, left, pinned top-seeded Shane Sosinsky (Northern Highlands)
in his 182-lb quarterfinal and went on to place second at the NJSIAA Championships in Atlantic City on March 5, 2017.

ELLIOTT, BOND, BUTLER, ‘DOBO’ SCORING LEADERS

Blue Devils Shared UCT Title,
Remained Unbeaten at 19-0-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Loaded with experience through-
out its lineup, this year’s Westfield
High School girls soccer Blue Devils
set out to improve upon their unde-
feated, 15-0-2 record from the previ-
ous year, and they did. The Lady Blue
Devils finished with a 19-0-2 record
with a No. 4 ranking in the state and
added a share of the Union County
Tournament (UCT) crown.

A defensive backfield headed by
four experienced seniors, Kylinn
Kraemer (All-Conference Honorable
Mention), Julia Kuhn (First Team All-
Union County and First Team All-
Conference Watchung Division),
Claire Prevoznak and Haley Tomasso
(Second Team All-Conference
Watchung Division), saw to it that
opposing teams would have head-

aches trying to penetrate their net.
The Lady Blue Devils permitted only
nine goals all season, while their of-
fense scored 56 goals. Junior goal-
keeper Caitlin Amman (Second Team
All-Conference Watchung Division),
who made 68 saves, and sophomore
backup keeper Erin Harris (10 saves)
combined for 15 shutouts.

The first goal against the Blue Dev-
ils did not show up until Game 7 in a
7-1 thrashing of the Kearney
Kardinals, the only non-Union County
team to score against Westfield. The
other goals came in a 3-2 North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal win
and a 1-1 tie (UCT Championship
game) with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, a 4-2 win over the
Union Farmers, a 4-2 win over the
Oak Knoll Royals and a 3-1 victory
over the Summit Hilltoppers.

The Blue Devils, who also defeated
the Raiders twice, 1-0, during the
regular season, advanced to the sec-
tional championship game to face the
Ridge Red Devils. After a 0-0 over-
time deadlock, the Red Devils were
awarded the title with a 4-3 advantage
in the shootout.

A pair of four-year starters, Natalie
Bond and Grace Elliott, guided the
team as co-captains. Bond, who had
previously played on defense, moved
up to the forward position and created
chaos at the net as did Elliott as a
center midfielder. Elliott, who will
play soccer next fall at the University
of Scranton, led the team with 14
goals, while adding five assists.
Elliott’s weapon of choice seemed to
be her bullet headers. Bond, who will
play lacrosse at Stanford University

David B. Corbin (Fall 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM SCORING LEADER...Senior co-captain Grace Elliott, No. 15, led the Blue Devils in scoring this season with 14 goals
and 5 assists. Elliott will play soccer for the University of Scranton next fall.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Board of Education will hold an
Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. prior to the
Regular Meeting scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 19, 2017. The
purpose of this Executive Session is to
discuss personnel matters.

Eric Larson,
SBA/BS

1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
403 SOUTH AVENUE

GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027

RESOLUTION NO. 17-216

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body
has determined that there exits a need for
professional legal counsel services for the
purpose of redevelopment and potential
redevelopment in the Borough of Garwood;
and

WHEREAS, the services are profes-
sional services as defined in the Local
Public Contracts Law of the State of New
Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law requires that a notice stating the na-
ture, duration, services and amount of
each contract awarded as a professional
services contract be printed once in the
official newspaper of the municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be
and are hereby authorized and directed to
execute an agreement with McManimon,
Scotland & Baumann, LLC, 75 Livingston
Avenue, Second Floor, Roseland, New
Jersey 07068, for the provision of profes-
sional legal counsel concerning redevel-
opment and potential redevelopment in
the Borough of Garwood; and

2. That said Contractor shall receive
fees in accordance with the proposal dated
November 24, 2017; and

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is
hereby authorized and directed to main-
tain this resolution and the professional
services contract on file and available for
public inspection in the Office of the Bor-
ough Clerk; and

4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby
authorized and directed to publish a copy
of this notice as required by law.

I, Christina M Ariemma, Municipal Clerk
of the Borough of Garwood hereby attest
that this Resolution was adopted by the
Council of the Borough of Garwood on
November 28, 2017.

CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PERFECTION TOO...The Westfield PAL A Team celebrates its perfect 44-0 run
with an appearance on the Today Show in NYC.

WF Flag Football Kicks Off
Event with Special Olympics
On November 19, the Westfield

High School Flag Football Club
hosted its first unified flag football
event with the Special Olympics of
New Jersey. On a windy but sunny
day, unified teams composed of
Westfield High School and Special
Olympics athletes played in exhibi-
tion-style flag football games. The
competition was fierce, Donuts were
devoured and friendships were made.

“The games were for fun but, more
importantly, all athletes played side
by side and contributed equally to
their team. Our goal was inclusion
and I think we exceeded that,” said
Joey Wirtshafter, commissioner of the
WHS flag football league.

Those in attendance, who contrib-

uted to the success of the event, in-
cluded Jeff Baldino, Director of Com-
petition for SONJ, John Dugan and
John Cronin, Westfield PAL Youth
Football, Demont Heard, faculty ad-
visor, and many parents and coaches.

It has been the club’s mission to
combine Flag Football with commu-
nity service. Each year donations have
been made to the Special Olympics of
New Jersey on behalf of the players.
The Unified Flag Football Day repre-
sents next level involvement giving
students in the community the oppor-
tunity for an interactive experience
with individuals who have intellec-
tual disabilities. For more informa-
tion about the club contact
whsflagfootball@gmail.com.

UNITED WE STAND...The Westfield High School Flag Football Club hosted its
first unified event with the Special Olympics of New JerseyCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

CURREN LED IN RUSHING, BUDNIK MADE 80 TACKLES

Cougars Relied on Run Game;
Finished Football Season, 6-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Success with the running game as
the season progressed after a rocky
two-game start, along with the
defense’s success limiting the oppo-
nents’ running game, put the Cranford
High School football team on the
road to a playoff berth and a 6-4
record. The Cougars out-rushed their
opponents 1,983-813, while
outscoring them 24 touchdowns to
seven touchdowns. The passing game
advantage, however, went in favor of
the Cougars’ opponents, 1,395-808
with 17 touchdowns allowed to five
touchdowns scored.

After a very rocky beginning with a

36-16 opening-season loss at
Somerville, followed by a 35-0 shut-
out to the Voorhees Vikings, the Cou-
gars appeared to be facing a dim sea-
son and the game against the
Somerville Pioneers seemed to present
an unfortunate omen when the lights
went out early in the fourth quarter.
The Pioneers capitalized on numer-
ous Cougar inconsistencies and Cou-
gar sophomore quarterback Connor
Katz was sacked seven times and in-
tercepted three times.

The Cougars turned the tables in
their third game of the season against
a strong Rahway team but not imme-
diately. Effective play initiated by the
Cougars’ defensive line in the first
half quickly influenced the defensive
backfield early in the second half then
the offense with senior Dan Curren
taking the snaps followed suit, along
with the special teams, to turn a 14-0,
first-half deficit into a 24-14 victory.
The Indians were limited to 55 total
yards rushing — only eight yards in
the second half.

The Cougars went on to crush North
Plainfield, 28-6, then next came the
wildest game of the season, a thrilling
showdown in Scotch Plains that was
decided in overtime (OT). After the
Cougars scored a touchdown (TD) on
their first series in OT and senior
Valentino Ambrosio kicked the extra
point, the Raiders followed with a
touchdown of their own and took a
gamble on a two-point conversion
only to come up short, giving the
Cougars a 43-42 victory.

That game showed a definite con-
trast in the teams’ offensive styles.
The Raiders totaled only 59 yards on
the ground on 24 carries but quarter-
back Cooper Heisey amassed 449
yards in the air, including four TDs.
The Cougars stuck to the ground 50
times and totaled 296 yards, includ-
ing five TDs. Senior running back
Anthony Araujo ran for 129 yards,
including TD runs of one yard, four

yards and then four yards in the OT
period. Junior Jamie Shriner had an
eight-yard TD and sophomore Mike
Kalnins had a five-yard TD run.

After falling to Summit, 31-13, and
felling Governor Livingston, 35-0,
special efforts yielded special results
for the Cougars in its showdown with
the Hillside Comets and their power-
ful running game. The Cougar defen-
sive line and linebackers held Comet
running back Brian Ugwu in check
and received an outstanding kicking
performance from Ambrosio, who
banged seven kickoffs into the end
zone to prevent any runbacks, in a 34-
21 triumph. Igwu was limited to just
40 yards on 14 carries and the entire

Comet team was held to just 73 yards
on the ground. Cougar senior Josh
Cadet returned a kickoff 80 yards for
a touchdown.

The Cougars defeated Delaware
Valley, 28-18, on “Senior Night”, the
regular-season finale, then lost to
Parsippany Hills, 48-21, in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 playoffs.

For the season, Curren completed
27 of 62 passes for 448 yards, includ-
ing four TDs and two interceptions.
Shapiro completed 35 of 65 passes
for 360 yards, including a TD and
three interceptions. Sophomore wide
receiver Tom Korzeneski had 12 re-
ceptions for 222 yards, which included
one for 77 yards. Senior Jake Bradford
had 18 receptions for 185 yards and a
TD. Kalnins had four receptions for
100 yards, including a 55-yard TD.
Josh Cadet had seven receptions for
91 yards and a TD. Araujo had nine
receptions for 70 yards, Shriner had
three receptions for 60 yards and a
TD, and senior Josiah Cadet had a 32-
yard reception. Sophomore Anthony
DeCostello had three receptions for
24 yards, senior Elijah Arroyo, a key
defensive back, had a 13-yard TD
reception. Sophomores Liam
Loughlin had two receptions for seven
yards and Cole Blazek had two for
four yards.

The Cougars went with a multitude
of running backs and Curren led with
595 yards and five TDs on 120 car-
ries. Araujo had 98 carries for 450
yards and nine TDs. Shriner carried
64 times for 364 yards and three TDs
and Josh Cadet carried 32 times for

208 yards and three TDs. Kalnins
carried 31 times for 144 yards and a
pair of TDs and junior Cole
Zuckerman carried five times for 98
yards. Junior Jamelle Harper had a
78-yard TD run. Senior Isaiah Glover
carried twice for 27 yards and a TD.
Juniors Jack McAleavey had an eight-
yard carry and Phil Marotta had a six-
yard carry. Sophomore Evan
Kanterman had a 13-yard carry.

Senior linebacker Dylan Budnik
led the defense with 80 tackles, in-
cluding a sack, two throws for losses
(TFL) and a fumble recovery. Arroyo
made 56 tackles and added three in-
terceptions and a fumble recovery.
Junior linebacker Matt Doran had 45

tackles (sack, 2 TFL), senior line-
backer Ahmed Rasheed had 43 tack-
les (sack, 2 TFL) and Shriner had 31
tackles (sack, 5 TFL, interception).
Junior defensive lineman Rob Schork
delivered 31 tackles, which included
three sacks, six TFLs and a fumble
recovery.

Junior linebacker Chris Giuditta had
28 tackles (3 TFL, fumble recovery),
senior lineman Tim Joyce had 27 tack-
les (3 TFL) and forced a fumble and
senior linebacker John Markase made
20 tackles (sack, 4 TFL). Defensive
back Dante Cassaro had 17 tackles and
two interceptions. Josiah Cadet and
Harper each had 14 tackles. Junior
linebacker Owen Ballweg had 12 tack-
les (TFL) and a fumble recovery. Jun-
ior Matt Hickey (fumble recovery)
and Glover each had a sack and a TFL.
Bradford, Zack Blevins and Kevin
Schwartz each had a fumble recovery.

On special teams, Ambrosio kicked
five field goals and nailed all 29 of his
points after for 44 points. Nearly ev-
ery one of Ambrosio’s kickoffs soared
into the end zone. McAleavey, who
kicked a point after, punted 38 times
for an average of 32.45 yards. Josh
Cadet returned six kickoffs for 218
yards, including an 80-yard TD. Ar-
royo returned six for 196 yards, in-
cluding an 85-yard TD, Josiah Cadet
returned six for 75 yards and Schork
had a 70-yard return for a TD.

Lady Swim Blue Devils Fall
To Bridgewater, 124.5-45.5

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bridgewater-Raritan roared past the
Westfield High School girls swim
team, 124.5-45.5, in a highly antici-
pated season opening dual meet be-
tween expected state powers held at
the Westfield ‘Y’ pool on December
1. Meredith Riegler, Grace
Palfreyman and Hannah Lesser each
scored a pair of first-place finishes in
individual events for Bridgewater-
Raritan, which defeated Westfield in
the state final last season.

Bridgewater-Raritan took charge
from the start, winning the first four
races and surging to a 47-14 lead after
completion of the 50 free. Things did
not get much better for the Blue Dev-
ils from there as they were able to
muster just a single win on the day.
That lone victory came in the final
event, the 400 free relay where Muriel
Maloney, Keely Thompson, Julia

McGann and Emma Colon won in a
time of 3:51.23 to save Westfield from
being swept for the third straight year.

“It is the first relay we’ve won against
them in three meets,” said Westfield
Head Coach Steve Whittington. “I’ll
take that small victory.”

Whittington would have to settle
for that small consolation as the visit-
ing Panthers showed exactly why they
are ranked No. 1 in the state. The
Panthers not only won 10 of 11 races
but they also recorded 1-2-3 sweeps
in three events.

“I think all teams in New Jersey
would struggle to score points against
Bridgewater right now,” said
Whittington. “That said, Bridgewater
is a measuring stick of where we are
right now.”

Bridgewater opened the meet with
a win in the 200 medley relay. The
team of Riegler, Lesser, Katie Cooper
and Alyssa Cahill posted a winning
time of 1:51.80. Next, Palfreyman
turned in a time of (1:57.66) to cap-
ture the 200 freestyle. Teammate
Megan Wornar (1:59.80) tied with
Westfield’s Muriel Maloney (1:59.80)
for second.

Riegler headed up a 1-2-3 sweep
for the Panthers in the 200IM. Riegler
posted a winning time of 2:13.15 fol-
lowed by teammates Jean Surenter
(2:15.67 ) and Madison Agans
(2:16.77). Westfield’s top finisher in
the event was Abigail McKinney
(2:18.89) in fourth place.

Lesser scored the first of her two
victories on the day in the 50 free with
a time of 25:50 followed by fellow
Panther Sarah Pacelli (25:60) in sec-
ond and Westfield’s Keely Thomp-
son (25:73) in third place. Lesser then
claimed her second victory of the

meet, this time in the 100 butterfly
with a time of 1 .59.

Bridgewater-Raritan’s Pacelli took
first place in the 100 freestyle (55:45)
with teammate Kinsey Rushevics tak-
ing second place (55:63). Maloney
brought home a third place finish for
the Blue Devils (55:71).

The 500 freestyle saw Bridgewater-
Raritan score another 1-2-3 sweep with
Palfreyman (5:19.40) leading the way
followed by Gianna Moscetti (5:31.53)
and Leah Juechter (5:35.51).
Westfield’s Erin McAndrew was fourth
(5:57.52) and was singled out for praise
by her coach.

“Erin McAndrew in the 500 free
really stepped up and made a differ-
ence for us in that event. It is a good
sign form her for the future.”

The 200 free relay was taken by
Panthers Cooper, Rushevics, Corina
Do and Pacelli in (1:43.29).
Westfield’s Conlon, Natalie Lee,
Abigail McKinney and Maloney were
a close second (1:43.33).

Bridgewater-Raritan continued to
dominate with Riegler picking up her
second individual victory in the 100
backstroke (1:00.59) followed by
teammate Julianna Ward (1:02.04)
and Westfield’s Thompson (1:03.83)
in third place. The 100 breast also
went the Panthers’ way with Jackie
Ruhnke winning in 1:08.67. Katie
Cooper (1:11.83) was second for
Bridgewater-Raritan.

“Bridgewater is very powerful,”
said Whittington. “But there were a
few surprises for us. I mean, we were
right there in the 200 free and Erin
McAndrew really showed well in the
500 free. We hope that as the season
goes on we can slowly narrow the gap
between us and them.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING IN THE 200IM...Blue Devil Abigail McKinney works the backstroke in the 200-Individual Medley in the meet
against the No. 1 Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers at Wallace Pool in Westfield on December 1.

David B. Corbin (Previous files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY EFFECTIVE KICKING GAME...Cougar Dan Curren holds for Valentino Ambrosio, who kicked five field goals and
nailed all 29 of his points after for 44 points. Nearly every one of Ambrosio’s kickoffs soared into the end zone. .

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-021356-17
FILE NO. 24085-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
RONALD MAJOR, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; JOSEPH P. MAJOR, JR.,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; BETTY A. MA-
JOR, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;
JOANN MAJOR; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF JOANN MA-
JOR, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS; JOSEPH
P. MAJOR IV; MRS. JOSEPH
P. MAJOR IV, WIFE OF JO-
SEPH P. MAJOR IV;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which JOHN VENUTOLO is the plaintiff
and RONALD MAJOR, HIS HEIRS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-021356-17 within thirty-five (35) days
after December 7, 2017 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal

Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the

purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-00094,
sold on 10/16/2014, dated 10/17/2014,
and was recorded on 10/21/2014 in Book
13833 at Page 582, made by TERRI
MALANDA, Collector of Taxes of UNION
TOWNSHIP, and State of New Jersey to
JOHN VENUTOLO and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, JOHN VENUTOLO. This
covers real estate located in UNION
TOWNSHIP, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 4 BLOCK
4708 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of UNION
TOWNSHIP and concerns premises com-
monly known as 42 EMILY AVENUE,
UNION TOWNSHIP, New Jersey.

YOU, RONALD MAJOR, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; JOSEPH P. MA-
JOR, JR., HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; BETTY A. MAJOR, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; JOANN
MAJOR; and JOSEPH P. MAJOR IV, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
JOANN MAJOR, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS and MRS. JOSEPH
P. MAJOR IV, WIFE OF JOSEPH P. MA-
JOR IV, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because plaintiff
has been unable to determine whether
defendants JOANN MAJOR and JOSEPH
P. MAJOR IV are married, and if married,
the name of JOANN MAJOR and JOSEPH
P. MAJOR IV’s spouses. If JOANN MA-
JOR; and JOSEPH P. MAJOR IV are mar-
ried, the plaintiff joins JOHN DOE, HUS-
BAND OF JOANN MAJOR, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS and MRS.
JOSEPH P. MAJOR IV, WIFE OF JO-
SEPH P. MAJOR IV as defendants for any
possessory or marital rights you may have.
DATED:  December 1, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $107.61

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE OF
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/

PROPOSALS
FOR A THREE YEAR TERM OF

MUNICIPAL JUDGE
(Term ending December 31, 2020)

The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.

Sealed RFP responses will be received
by the Township Clerk on Tuesday, De-
cember 19, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. in the
office of the Township Clerk, Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, at which time and
place responses will be opened for:

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/
PROPOSALS FOR

FOR A THREE YEAR TERM OF
MUNICIPAL JUDGE

(Term ending December 31, 2020)

Submission packages may be obtained
at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908) 709-
7210, during regular business hours, 8:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays, or by downloading the
documents on the Township’s website:
https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids. Registra-
tion on the Township’s website is required.

Respondents shall comply with the re-
quirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.

Heather Capone, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-019579-17
FILE NO. 23997-17

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
NORTH AMERICAN CAPITAL
CORPORATION; FINANCIAL
CREDIT CORP;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which FWDSL & ASSOCIATES
L.P. is the plaintiff and STEVEN
ELEFTHERIOU, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-019579-17 within
thirty-five (35) days after December 7,
2017 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax

PUBLIC NOTICE
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 14-0222, sold
on 10/9/2014, dated 10/15/2014, and was
recorded on 10/23/2014 in Book 13834 at
Page 525, made by DAVID MARSHALL,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to FWDSL & ASSOCI-
ATES L.P. and subsequently assigned to
plaintiff, FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P..
This covers real estate located in
PLAINFIELD, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 7 BLOCK
239 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD
and concerns premises commonly known
as 437-49 WEST FRONT STREET,
PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, NORTH AMERICAN CAPITAL
CORPORATION, are made party defen-
dant to the above foreclosure action be-
cause on January 11, 2001, a judgment
was entered in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Essex County, by North American
Capital Corporation against Jose Castro
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$12,343.86, plus costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-009538-2001.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, FINANCIAL CREDIT CORP, are
made party defendant to the above foreclo-
sure action because on December 11, 2003,
a judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Middlesex County, by
Financial Credit Corp against Jose Castro
disclosing a debt in the amount of $902.44,
plus costs. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. DJ-280922-2003. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  December 1, 2017

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/7/17, The Leader Fee: $79.05

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
PERSON-TO-PERSON

TRANSFER OF RETAIL LICENSE

Take notice that application has been
made to the Borough Council of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
07023 for a person to person transfer to
Suny Desai, the Limited Retail Distribution
License #2005-43-002-002, heretofore is-
sued to The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea
Company, Inc.

The person who will hold an interest in
this license is: Mr. Suny Desai, 14 Even-
tide Court, Morris Plains, New Jersey
07950.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Administrator/Clerk, Borough of
Fanwood, Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

SUNY DESAI
c/o Vinay Mavinkurve, Esq.

MAVINKURVE & PATEL LLC
555 US Highway 1 South, Suite 100

Iselin, New Jersey 08830
2 T - 12/7/17
& 12/14/17, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the date of their December 11, 2017 Meet-
ing. The meeting has been rescheduled
as follows:

December 11, 2017 has been changed
to December 18, 2017.

Meeting start time is 7:30 p.m.; Room 202

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/7/17, The Times Fee: $35.70

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Blue Devils Shared UCT Crown,
Remained Unbeaten at 19-0-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

St. Bart’s Softball Holds
First Annual Hall of Fame

The St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League held its first annual
Hall of Fame Dinner at the Martin
Wallberg Post 3 in Westfield on De-
cember 1. Founded in 1978, the
League will celebrate itsr 40th Anni-
versary Season in 2018. To kick off
the celebration, the current members
established a Hall of Fame, inducting
many of the founding members, in-
cluding their first Commissioner,
Founding Captains and several other
important people, who have helped
make the league the success it is to-
day.

League Commissioner, Jim Killeen,
hosted the ceremony, along with cur-
rent captains and members. The
“Commish” noted “It was a fantastic
night! Having these guys come back
to share their stories with us – and
listen to ours – made it such a great
event. Having all the families there –
really reminded me of why our league
is so different and so much fun. I am
so glad we were able to make this
happen, and hope we can continue it
another 40 years.”

The night was a mix of Original and
Current Members and their families,
swapping old and new stories – just as
if they had never left the Brookside
Park Field. Inducted were: Fred
Chemidlin, Joe Chemidlin, Dave
Corbin, Dr. Larry Hogan, Dom
Lawrence, Deacon Jack Lynch,
Charlie MacDonell, Paul Morello, Ed
Myska, Dennis Surbrug, Joe Triano,
Al Ulichny and Mickey Ward.

Fred Chemidlin was a Founding
Member and Sponsor since 1982 and
Joe Chemidlin was the Original Com-
missioner, Founding Member and
League Designer, who created the
famous “Draft Night”.

Dave Corbin, the Assistant Pub-
lisher/Sports Editor of The Westfield

Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, has covered the League for 20
years. He dubbed it The St. Bartles
and Jaymes League, gave rise to “The
Hecklers” and is the creator of the
“All Corbin” Team.

Dr. Lawrence D. Hogan “Larry”
played from 1978 – 1988 and was
founding captain of St. Lawrence.
Dom Lawrence was Commissioner
1982-2009 (27 years). He dedicated
his life to his family, including all 150
men in the league, and teaching chil-
dren sports and to respect to each
other.

Deacon John W. Lynch “Deacon
Jack” was an original member (St.
Joseph), played 28 years and retired
in 2006. He was League representa-
tive to the Fanwood Rec Commis-
sion, League Sponsor Chairman, Cap-
tain and Board Member: St John’s,
1983-1990. He received “Certificate
of Recognition” for 25 years of active
participation and dedication to. Bart’s
Softball League. Ministered League
starting in 1985, and after 2002 Ordi-
nation, officially became League
Chaplin, to the present date.

Charlie McDonell — Original
Member and Captain – St. Charles
(12-0), First Labor Day Champion.
Mickey Ward — First Expansion
Team – St. Michael. Paul Morello
“Paulie Walnuts” - Original member,
played for 36 years, Captain of St.
Paul, made 13 trips to Labor Day with
8 Titles, started at age 36 as a leftfielder
and retired at age 72.

Ed Myska — Original member,
and First Captain of St. Edward. Den-
nis R. Surbrug — Started as a player
in 1981, and became a Captain Re-
cording Secretary 1985. Played for
St. Lawrence (1985-1990), St.
Michael (1991-2003) and 4-6 years
as a non-playing captain. Served as

Secretary until his retirement, in 2012.
Coordinated 2-3 annual league din-
ners (early years). Instrumental in
developing/executing the Draft Night
process. Maintained the official rules
(both playing and administrative).

Joe Traino — Original member,
and First Captain of St. Joseph the
First Runner Up.

Al Ulichny “Stats” — Original
League Member. Was a slick fielding
third baseman and a good right-handed
bat. Its been lost to history how many
championship teams he was on, how
many hits he had. He played 20 years
and retired in 1998ish. Those 20 years,
he kept the league statistics back in
the day when paper was king and
computers were just becoming widely
used.

Ulichny, along with Dom Lawrence,
helped prepare and run the drafts for
the same 20 years. For some of that
time he also coordinated the score
keepers. The concept of having either
no sheet or losing a game sheet was
foreign to him and he took pride in the
accuracy of everything he did (he was
a former banker).

McNEELY, LYGHT, MUSKUS LED RAIDERS IN SCORING

Raiders Shared UCT Crown,
Finish 15-4-1 in Girls Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scoring in bunches seemed to be no
problem and losses to teams outside
of Union County was nonexistent for
this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team. The
senior-heavy Lady Raiders squad
outscored opponents, 62-16, tied the
Westfield Blue Devils for the Union
County Tournament title, recorded
10 shutouts and finished with a 15-4-
1 record.

When it comes to Union County
Tournaments (UCT), an appearance
by the Raiders in the championship
game has been a standard for the past
13 years. The Raiders have either
won or shared the title in all but one,
a 1-0 setback to the Cranford Cougars
on Halloween 2009 when Taylor
D’Antico buried a penalty kick in the

first half. This year’s title share with
the Blue Devils came in a 1-1 dead-
lock and freshman Corrine Lyght
scored the Raiders’ sole goal.

The Raiders’ four losses were all to
Union County Conference Watchung
Division rivals. The Blue Devils took a
pair of 1-0 regular-season victories and
the Union Farmers took a 2-1 decision
in their second meeting after losing to
the Raiders, 2-1, in their first meeting.

Season showdown number four
with the No. 4-ranked Blue Devils
was as thrilling as the previous three
meetings. This time it was make-or-
break because it was in the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament. One team would
advance and the other would prepare
to hand in their uniforms. The fourth-

seeded, No. 9 ranked Raiders, with
goals from senior attacker Kerri
McNeely, with senior co-captain/cen-
ter midfielder Taylor Diggs and Lyght
setting it up, and from senior Sabrina
DiLollo on a rebound of Lyght’s shot
that hit the crossbar, took a 2-1 lead
but would up on the short side of the
3-2 decision.

Twice the Raiders scored six goals
in a game with a 6-1 triumph over the
Summit Hilltoppers and a 6-0 shutout
over the Bayonne Bees. The Raiders
scored five goals in three of their
games, the first being a 5-0 shutout of
the Cranford Cougars in the third
game of the season. After shutting out
Rahway, 5-0, the Raiders then tallied
an unusual 5-2 victory over Hunterdon
Central, the defending Group 4 cham-
pion last year. Both teams were known
to be defensive stalwarts but senior

attacker Erika Muskus netted a hat
trick (3 goals). Muskus would add
another hat trick in a 4-0 “Senior
Day” win over the Oak Knoll Royals.

Three girls combined to score 46 of
the team’s 62 goals. McNeeley, who

led the team in 2016 with 18 goals and
10 assists, fired in 17 goals and added
11 assists. Lyght netted 16 goals and
added five assists and Muskus scored
13 goals and added nine assists.

DiLollo and senior midfielder
Danielle Mrozek each finished with
three goals and four assists. Diggs
scored a pair of goals and tied Muskus
for the lead in assists with nine. Se-
nior Katie Mrozek scored two goals
and had four assists. Michaela Genty
netted two goals and an assist. Isabella
Corsaro, Kayla Krutis, Lizzy Ley and
Maggie Traina (2 assists) each scored
once. Gabby Aloe had two assists,
and Maria DelSordi and Gabby
Kowalczyk each had an assist.

The leadership of co-captain Ashley
Vincent, seniors Gina Farenholz and
DiLollo on defense made the job easier
for goalkeeper Maya Kessler, who fin-

ished with 98 saves. Backup keeper
Isabella Richardson recorded four saves.

With the graduation of the seniors,
the Raiders will present a lot of new
faces on the turf next year but the
talent level should still be high.

Devilfish Swimmers Compete
At HCY Autumn Challenge
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish

swim team competed in the Hunterdon
County “Y” Autumn Challenge Invi-
tational at the Raritan Valley “Y” on
November 17-19. Clare Logan, Chris-
tian Tedesco and Seth Camacho each
took first place in three events.

TOP 8 BY AGE GROUP:
8U GIRLS: Emma Crall (2nd 50-

fly, 100IM, 3rd 50-free, 50-back, 4th
100-free), Kaylie Gao (2nd 50-free,
4th 100IM)

8U BOYS: Noah Maloney (3rd 50-
free)

9-10 GIRLS: Emelia Dengler (5th
100-fly, 7th 50-fly), Sophia Fussman
(8th 200-breast), Ashley Gao (5th 200-
breast, 7th 100-breast), Jacqueline
Moser (1st 100-breast, 4th 200IM),
Catherine Ritter (2nd 200-back, 4th
100-back, 6th 200-breast), Simran
Tangri (5th 200-back), Kathryn
Williamson (7th 200-breast, 8th 100-
breast)

9-10 BOYS: Cole Sharkey (2nd
200-free, 50-back, 100-fly, 200IM,
4th 50-free, 6th 50-fly), Logan
Swenson (2nd 50-free, 6th 100-free,
50-back, 8th 100-fly)

11-12 GIRLS: Emma Brown (7th
50-fly), Emily Constable (1st 50 and
100-breast, 3rd 100-free, 200-breast,
6th 100IM), Emily Gao (3rd 100-
breast, 4th 1650-free, 50-breast, 5th
500-free, 7th 200-breast, 400IM, 8th
200-fly), Lauren Lane (1st 50-back,
3rd 200-free, 4th 50-free, 8th 100IM),
Clare Logan (1st 50, 100 and 200-
free, 2nd 100-back, 50-fly, 8th 200-
back), Kate Riordan (6th 100-fly)

11-12 BOYS: Will Crall (2nd
100IM, 3rd 400IM, 4th 200IM, 5th
50-free, 7th 500-free), Colin
Kavanagh (1st 50 and100-back, 2nd
500-free, 3rd 50-free, 100IM, 4th 100-
breast), Christian Tedesco (1st 100-
free, 100 and 200IM, 2nd 50-free,
3rd 100-back, 6th 50-fly)

13-14 GIRLS: Riley Gasson (4th
200-fly), Viv Jeckell (1st 50-free, 2nd
100 and 200-free, 5th 500-free, 6th

100-back), Sarah Kennedy (7th 50-
free, 100-back), Sofia Leonetti (2nd
200-breast, 3rd 100-breast, 5th 50-
free, 6th 500-free, 200IM), Erin
McKinney (4th 50-free, 6th 100-free,
8th 200-free), Brianna Montoya (6th
200-fly), Gigi Sandull (4th 200-breast,
200 and 400IM, 5th 100-free), Bridget
Thomas (1st 100 and 500-free, 3rd
200IM)

13-14 BOYS: Henry Brown (2nd
100-free, 3rd 50-free, 100-fack), Seth
Camacho (1st 200-back, 200-fly,
400IM, 2nd 100-fly), Christopher
Cheng (8th 200IM), Kevin Gao (1st
500-free, 200-breast, 2nd 100-breast),
Steven Gorelik (8th 400IM), Matt
London (5th 500-free, 7th 100-free),
Billy Maguire (5th 200-back), Matt
Swenson (1st 1000-free, 2nd 100-
back, 200-fly), Barney Veres (2nd
200-breast, 3rd 100-breast, 7th 500-
free, 100-fly), TJ Walsh (4th 500-
free, 400IM, 6th 1650-free), Peter
Youssef (6th 500-free, 7th 200-back)

15-18 GIRLS: Grace Cash (7th 100-
free), Alyssa Corvelli (5th 100-back,
7th 200-back), Jenna Daniel (2nd 100-
breast, 4th 200IM), Aidan Donahue
(3rd 200 and 1650-free, 6th 100-fly),
Muriel Maloney (1st 200-back, 2nd
200-free), Erin McAndrew (5th 500-
free, 6th 100-free), Julia McGann (2nd
200-back, 500-free, 5th 1650-free),
Abigael McKinney (3rd 100-free, 4th
200-free, 100-fly, 5th 200-fly, 200IM,
8th 50-free)

15-18 BOYS: Eric Bebel (2nd 200-
free, 3rd 200 and 400IM, 4th 100-
free), Ryan Bebel (1st 100-breast, 3rd
50-free, 100-back, 100-fly, 5th 200-
back, 6th 100-free), Colin Daniel (1st
200-breast, 200-fly, 7th 100-back),
Connor Heffernan (7th 50-free), Zach
Youssef (6th 100-breast)

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish swim
team, please contact Brian Guidera,
Director of Competitive Aquatics and
Head Coach at (908) 233-2700 x 263
or bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

American Legion Commander Al Betau for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ST. BART’S SOFTBALL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES...Six of the 13 inductees were present at the First Annual St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League Hall of Fame Dinner held at the Martin Wallberg Post 3 American Legion in
Westfield on December 1. Pictured, left to right, are: seated; Joe Chemidlin, Fred Chemidlin and Dennis Surbrug; standing,
Deacon John Lynch, Paul Morello, Bill Lawrence (for father Dom) and Dave Corbin.

David B. Corbin (Fall 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM SCORING LEADER...Senior Kerri McNeely, No. 5, led the Raiders in scoring this season with 17 goals and 11 assists.
She also led the team last year with 18 goals and 10 assists.

next year, was next with 11 goals and
two assists. Both Elliott and Bond
were selected First Team All-Confer-
ence Watchung Division, as well as
First Team All-Union County.

According to Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt, “During our
final six games [UCT Semis, UCT
FInals and State Tournament] we
scored 14 goals. Grace and Natalie
scored 10 of the final 14 goals for us
and I believe one of them had an assist
meaning at least one of them played a
part in  11 of the last 14 goals of the
season.”

In the first rivalry showdown with
the Raiders, sophomore forward Faith
Dobosiewicz, on an assist from junior
midfielder Josie Greenwood, scored
early in the second half for the winner.
Senior forward Katie Butler scored
the winning goal in the second regu-
lar-season outing against the Raiders.
Bond, with the help of a free kick
from Dobosiewicz, scored the goal in
the UCT Championship tie with the
Raiders. The sectional semifinal game
with the Raiders had Bond scoring
twice and Elliott scoring once, all on
assists by Greenwood.

Butler, a transfer from Mount St.

Mary, had an offensive impact with
10 goals and eight assists and
Dobosiewicz put in nine goals and
added seven assists. Dobosiewicz was
selected First Team All-Union County
and First Team All-Conference
Watchung Division. Butler was se-
lected Second Team All-Conference
Watchung Division.

Greenwood (All-Conference Hon-
orable Mention) connected on two
goals and tied Butler for the most
assists with eight. Senior forwards
Ashley Gigon (1 assist) and Julia
Buoscio each netted two goals.
Kraemer, who will play soccer for
Montclair State University in the fall,
netted a goal and four assists. Juniors
Sophie Hendricks (3 assists), Elisha
Israel (2 assists) and Ryan Kirby (1
assist) each netted one goal.
Prevoznak and junior Julia Mencheno
each netted a goal. Senior forward
Melina McDevitt, who will play soc-
cer at Tufts University next fall) con-
tributed three assists and senior Liz
Skoletsky contributed two assists.

The Blue Devils will graduate nine
solid athletes but will return the 10
juniors and the four sophomores who
were on the varsity this season.

TOGETHER AGAIN...Jack Miller (WHS 2017) and Jarek Gozdieski (WHS
2016) were at the Lock Haven (Pa) Open on November 26.  Jarek was in the 174
bracket and Jack was in the 184 bracket.

WSA U11 Avengers Win
State Commissioners Cup

The Westfield Soccer Association
2007 Girls Avengers won the New
Jersey Youth Soccer State Commis-
sioners Cup on November 19 in
Bordentown against the Egg Harbor
Township Lady Eagles. The girls won
the final 2-1 with two second-half
goals and great play throughout.

The team exhibited grit and deter-
mination despite 40 mph winds on
game day and a late attempt at a
comeback from the Lady Eagles. This
capped a run of four consecutive wins
in the statewide tournament, which
saw the Avengers playing against some
of the state’s best competition in the
Under 11 age group.

Leading up to the finals, the girls
defeated West Morris Premier, 4-0, in
the first round, East Brunswick with a
last-minute winner in extra time in
round two and then Monroe on penalty
kicks after a hard fought 1-1 draw.

League play was also a success for the
team this fall, with the Avengers com-
pleting the season with a 12-3-2 record
despite moving up to a new league and a
higher level of competition.

Head Coach Sean Kiernan said, “I,
along with assistant coaches Mike
Gallagher and Kate Reed, am very
proud of the team for winning the
final. It caps off what has been a great
season.” He also added, “I think this
is great for the Westfield Soccer As-
sociation and really shows that the
program overall is making great strides
in developing high quality players
who love the sport of soccer.”

The Avenger girls have played to-
gether for two seasons and as a unit
have developed into one of the top
teams in the state in their bracket. The
Avenger girls will be practicing hard
this indoor winter season and are a
team to follow this spring.

The Westfield Avengers won the NJ Youth Soccer State Commissioners Cup

A SUNSET RUN...The Westfield High School girls cross-country team pause after
a sunset practice run on November 24 at the Nike Regionals at Boudien Park in
Wappingers Falls, NY. Pictured, left to right, are: Coach Joe Berardi, Sarah Hacker,
Lucy Gretsky, Mia Melao, Caroline Stockwell, Jessie Stern and Caroline Stocking.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 7, 2017 Page 13

Blue Devils Refuse to Lose; Sink BrH2O for Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

You could run out of words trying to
describe the vibe around the WHS foot-
ball team, which closed the book on its
third straight 12-0 season last Thursday
night by beating Bridgewater-Raritan, 20-
7, in the North 2 Group 5 championship
game at MetLife Stadium.

The Blue Devils’ state-best 37th straight
win also broke the school record of 36,
which had been set by coach Gary Kehler’s
legendary 1969-70-71-72-73 teams. And,
oh by the way, that final win was No. 93
for Jim DeSarno as WHS’s coach, mov-
ing him past Hall of Famer Joe Freeman
and into the No. 2 all-time winningest
coach slot, behind Kehler’s 171.

This is far from the first long streak in
the program’s history. There was the 48-
game unbeaten streak (46-0-2) from 1968-
73, which featured that 36-game all-win-
ning streak. Those were two things I
never thought would ever come up again
in my lifetime.

And there was also a 24-game un-
beaten streak (23-0-1) from 1975-77, a
22-game unbeaten streak (21-0-1) from
1960-62 and a 21-game unbeaten streak
(18-0-3) from 1930-32. (Ties ended after
regulation time until the mid-1990s, when
the National Federation of High Schools
implemented its tiebreaker system.)

But go back just five years, to Thanks-

giving 2012. That day’s 30-16 victory
over Plainfield wrapped up a 2-8 season
– the other win was 35-21 over
Bridgewater-Raritan in Week 7 – the only
losing record in DeSarno’s 12 years. Not
even Nostradamus could have foreseen a
school-record winning streak and mul-
tiple state sectional titles.

From 2006-11 WHS went 6-4, 7-4, 7-
3, 8-3, 7-3, 7-3 under DeSarno, a very
solid 67.8 winning percentage. From
2013-17 they’ve been 6-4, 7-4, 12-0, 12-
0, 12-0 with three sectional titles. With
three consecutive end-of-the-year Top-
10 rankings, WHS is back where it was –
a legitimate state power – in the 1940s
under Freeman and in the ’60s and ’70s
under Kehler.

DeSarno’s switch in 2013 to a two-
platoon system, which means 11 starters
on offense and 11 different starters on
defense, is a big part of the success. That
and the much more sophisticated weight-
room training the team goes through.
While it may have been controversial
when it started, you can’t argue with the
results. When the fourth quarter arrives,
WHS is more rested and physically stron-
ger than its opponents. Want proof? In 12
games this year, the Blue Devils allowed
just one fourth-quarter touchdown,
against Immaculata, and that one came in
the opening seconds of the final period.
They outscored opponents 61-9 in the
final 12 minutes this season.

Old-school types may pine for the rug-
ged days of coach Gary Kehler’s “11 best
players” philosophy, which produced a
171-26-7 record and 86.8 winning per-
centage during his 22 years. But five
years of DeSarno’s “22 best players” has
produced a 49-8 record, an 86.0 winning
percentage.

Obviously both ways work. In fact, a
fun Devil’s Den might be taking Kehler’s
1977 team and making a lineup with 22
different starters, and then taking
DeSarno’s current team and squeezing
22 starters into an 11-starter can. (Maybe
next week, wink wink.)

The students at and fans of WHS ath-
letics have been the benefactors of an-
other great period of football in town. In
fact, most of the teams at the school have
been performing at an elite level. As the
calendar changes to December, WHS
had five fall teams ranked in the top-10 of
the entire state by nj.com – football, boys
and girls soccer, boys and girls cross-
country. Volleyball and tennis were in the
top-20. And gymnastics probably would
have been, but they only rank a top-10.

The cumulative record for WHS’s var-
sity fall sports teams was 116-25-8, a
gaudy 82.3 winning percentage.

JUST SAYIN’
Footballers (alphabetically) Steve

Barden, Jake Dayon, Shea Elliott, Jack
McCauley, Adam McDaniel, Rory
McGovern, Drew Ortiz and Jake Vall-
Llobera performed all season at an “all-
state” level; in fact, you could also make
a case for several other Blue Devils. But
eight players from one public school mak-
ing all-state ain’t gonna happen.

FULL DISCLOSURE
Before the season many people asked

me how the Blue Devils were going to be
in football this fall. Given the huge gradu-
ation losses at the skill positions on of-
fense and also three-fourths of their de-
fensive line, and with a sophomore quar-
terback (Hank Shapiro), my answer was
usually 9-3, although either 10-2 or 8-4
was possible. But every answer added up
to 12 games, and winning another state
title was factored in.

FUN FACTS
In the first 32 years of the NJSIAA

football playoffs (1974-2005), the Blue
Devils made just nine appearances and
won twice. In the 12 years under DeSarno,
they’ve made 10 appearances and won
three times.

DeSarno’s first WHS team in 2006
didn’t qualify for the playoffs; ironically,
the Blue Devils defeated Bridgewater-
Raritan, 35-18, in their consolation game.

WHS is now 8-2 against Bridgewater-
Raritan, including wins in the last seven
meetings.

WHS is the second Union County
team to win three consecutive titles, join-

ing Union (1991-92-93). Those Farmer
teams were by Westfield resident Lou
Rettino, whose son Lou (’90) was a
standout quarterback and lacrosse player
at WHS.

Last Thursday’s win was WHS’s first
November title. The previous on-the-field
titles were on Dec. 4 (1976) and Dec. 3
(1977, 2015, 2016).

The 2017 title came on the birthday of
the late Bob Brewster Sr., the longtime
president of the Boys Football League
and the WHS Booster Club, and Jennifer
Shirk, the mother of WHS football twins
Jack and Kyle (’17).

STILL TROTTIN’
Former WHS runners Rachel

Ackerman (’01) and Jackie Cusimano
(’02) finished 1-2 in the 30-34 age group
at the recent Westfield Turkey Trot. Both
were co-captains of cross country teams
under the late Thom Hornish, and part of
that program’s 92-meet winning streak
from 1994-2003.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Owen Murray (’16) got off to a good

start with the Vassar Brewers men’s bas-
ketball team. During its opening two
games in Memphis, Tenn., the 6-foot-5,
185-pound sophomore point guard had
14 points, 13 rebounds and 5 assists in the
opener, and then had 15 points, 7 boards
and 3 assists. He holds the WHS single-
season assist record (190) and is No. 2 in
career assists, behind Tommy Bonard.

Shannon Devitt (’17), a freshman at
The College of New Jersey out of WHS,
was recently named NJAC Rookie of the
Week. She posted two double doubles –
13 points and 14 rebounds vs. Rutgers-
Camden and 16 points and 10 boards
against Hunter. Through five games she
was averaging 9.6 points and 8.8 re-
bounds per game.

David Lindros (’17) is a freshman but-
terfly/backstroke specialist on the Catho-
lic University swim team. He was a two-
time Union County backstroke cham-
pion at WHS and swam the backstroke
leg on the school record medley relay.

ON THIS DATE
2007: WHS coaching legend Gary

Kehler died after a long battle with can-
cer. He was 76.

2007: Jan Cocozziello (’04), a junior
guard, scored 35 points in the first half as
Hartwick College beat Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology.

IN PASSING
Terry Brady, an outstanding athlete in

WHS’s class of 1948, passed away on
Nov. 28 at age 86. He was a backup end
on the unbeaten 1947 football team;
scored a school record 37 points against
Somerville, tying a basketball record that
was set in 1914; and he was a three-year
letterman in golf. Individually he fin-
ished third at states as a junior and second
as a senior, although he had the low score
among public school competitors. He
was the father of future WHS athletes
Terry (’77), a cross country, indoor and
spring track captain, and Dan (’81), a
football and spring track captain.

Jim Nabors, who played Gomer Pyle –
first on the Andy Griffith Show and later
on Gomer Pyle, USMC from 1964-69 –
passed on Nov. 30 at age 87. A noted
baritone singer, from 1972-2014 Nabors,
accompanied by the Purdue marching
band, sang “Back Home Again in Indi-
ana” before every Indianapolis 500 car
race.

The Devil’s Den appears from time-to-
time in The Westfield Leader.

Westfield’s 17 sectional football cham-
pions

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Curtain Comes Down
On Another Great Year

WHS was awarded 12 sectional
football titles by the NJSIAA:

1930 (North B co-champions with
Hackettstown)

1941 (North 2 Group 3 co-champi-
ons with Rahway)

1944 (North 2 Group 3 co-champi-
ons with Hillside)

1945 (North 2 Group 3 champi-
ons)

1947 (North 2 Group 3 tri-champi-
ons with Hillside and Springfield)

1949 (North 2 Group 3 co-champi-
ons with Springfield)

1961 (Central Group 4 co-cham-
pions with Long Branch)

1965 (Central Group 4 champi-
ons)

1969 (Central Group 4 co-cham-
pions with Union)

1970 (North 2 Group 4 co-champi-
ons with Thomas Jefferson)

1971 (North 2 Group 4 champi-
ons)

1972 (North 2 Group 4 champi-
ons)

(Note: the 1974 team was ranked
No. 1 in the state, but wasn’t se-
lected for playoffs)

WHS has won five on-the-field
football titles:

Dec. 4, 1976, 14-0 over Plainfield
Dec. 3, 1977, 33-14 over Barringer
Dec. 3, 2015, 10-7 over

Bridgewater-Raritan
Dec. 3, 2016, 15-13 over

Bridgewater-Raritan
Nov. 30, 2017, 20-7 over

Bridgewater-Raritan

Dayon rattled the Panthers’ spirits
early in the second quarter when he
read Verano’s eyes. As soon as the
ball reached receiver Justin Bryant’s
hands on the right flats, Dayon was
there to deliver a six-yard throw for a
loss at the Panther 22. A poor punt
gave Westfield possession at the Pan-
ther 47 then running back Tim Alliegro
broke free for a 47-yard TD with 9:25
lef in the half. Aidan Boland kicked
the point after.

“We talked about that play in film.
Everybody did their job. ‘Vall’ made
him throw it over and I had time to get
over there. It was all of us. It wasn’t
just me. I came up with the play
obviously on the stat sheets but I
don’t care about that. Everybody did
their job on the play,” Dayon empha-
sized.

Dayon was not finished wrecking
the Panthers’ dreams. On their next
series, he intercepted Verano’s pass
and returned it to midfield. After a 37-
yard reception by Griffin Rooney and
later a 22-yard reception by Emmett
Smith that put the ball on the one,
Vall-Llobera smashed through for the
touchdown and a 14-0 lead with 5:32
on the clock.

“I saw it pop up. I had to come
down with it. I struggled last year
with picks and I ended up with three
this year, so I improved on that. I was
in coverage. It fell in my hands. It was
a blessing,” Dayon said.

Vall-Llobera was happy with how
his offense was able to produce fine

blocking at the right time.
“Absolutely! I love those guys.

Those are the guys we go against
every practice. We work each other
so hard and that’s why both of the
lines are the way they are the last
three years,” Vall-Llobera explained.

Special teams played a major role
in the second half. Will Kessler’s
punt appeared to be heading for the
Panther end zone but McDaniel got
to the ball quickly and downed it at
the two. Early in the fourth quarter
Kessler got off another fine punt that
put the Panthers deep in their own
territory. Then finally as time was
running down, Barham pulled off his
magical trick and McDaniel glided
into the end zone with 1:27 on the
clock.

The master of “refuse to lose”
Dayon said, “We say that all the time.
We refuse to lose. It may not be pretty
how we win but a ‘W’ is still a ‘W’ on
the record books. That’s all that mat-
ters. We take pride competing with
one another and we love being in
battles. That’s our mentality.”

“We refuse to lose. We had a couple
of close games. It didn’t matter about
the score, as long as we win. It’s all
that matters,” Barham added.

“We trusted each other since the
beginning and we did it all 12 games.
We took it game-by-game,” Vall-
Llobera said.

“No I never thought we would be
here. Deep down we wanted to get
here. We bore down. Every day we

practiced hard and we knew we could
get here,” Barham said.

“The past three years they [pun-
dits] have been saying we were going
to lose, so this is nothing different.
People doubted us and people doubted
us all year long. And that’s just over-
coming this adversity. It’s special,”
Dayon expressed.

“When I was playing PAL, we never
imagined it. We won our first title in
eighth grade. But it really hasn’t sunk
in yet. I’m sure it will,” Elliott said.

With its third straight win, accord-
ing to a comment made by a Leader
volunteer photographer, “Westfield
has won more games at MetLife the
past three years than the Giants have
won this year.”

“That is true! The lights are going
off here but it’s a great feeling. It
hasn’t sunk in yet but give it 10 min-
utes and I will be in tears. It’s a great
game. I am proud to play with my
brothers every day. I’m so happy that
I’ve never lost in my high school
career. It’s just a gift from God. I pray
for my teammates. I pray for coach
DeSarno. It was a group effort. I am
proud of everybody,” McCauley ex-
pressed.

“We take pride in it. We think this
is our home field now. Threepeat!
How much better can you end a ca-
reer? These are the guys I have grown
up with since third grade and this is
the way I wanted it to end,” Vall-
Llobera expressed.
BrH2O-Raritan   0   7   0   0 7
Westfield   0 14   0   6 20

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE FINISHING TOUCH...Blue Devil lineman Jordan Barham, No. 61, strip sacks Panther quarterback
Greg Verano late in the fourth quarter to set up Adam McDaniel’s fumble recovery return for a touchdown at MetLife.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

WESTFIELD
Friday, November 24, Anthony

Harper, 27, of Newark was arrested
pursuant to an investigation in the area
of Lawrence Avenue and Munsee Way
on charges of trespassing and obstruct-
ing the administration of law and on a
no-bail warrant issued by the Montclair
Police Department. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Montclair Police
Department.

Friday, November 24, Ramid A.
Brown, 42, of Linden was arrested on
traffic warrants from Union, with $750
bail, and Newark, with $100 bail, pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Center Street right over the
Garwood border. Brown was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after
posting bail.

Sunday, November 26, Ayana Ali-
Akbar, 29, of South Bound Brook was
arrested and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/heroin pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of Central and
South Avenues. Ali-Akbar was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released with a complaint-sum-
mons.

Monday, November 27, Joshua
Sanchez, Jr., 27, of Bronx, N.Y., was
arrested on a traffic warrant from Nutley
with $233 bail pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Lawrence
Avenue near Kimball Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recog-
nizance.

Monday, November 27, Daniel
Rodriguez, 32, of Philadelphia, Pa.,
was arrested on an outstanding crimi-
nal warrant from Perth Amboy, with
$750 bail, pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair
Place. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting full bail.

Tuesday, November 28, Daniel
Piatnitsky, 24, of Westfield was ar-
rested on a Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment NCIC (National Crime Informa-
tion Center) warrant with full extradi-
tion pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
Oak Tree Pass and Prospect Street. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held await-
ing pickup by the Philadelphia Police
Department.

Tuesday, November 28, Derric J.
Coleman, 22, of Plainfield responded
to police headquarters to satisfy active
traffic warrants issued by the Scotch
Plains Police Department, with $750
bail, and Westfield Police Department,
with $500 bail. Coleman was processed,
released on his own recognizance on
the Scotch Plains warrant and posted
bail on the Westfield warrant and was
released.

Tuesday, November 28, a resident of
New England Drive reported being the
victim of fraud. The victim reported
being defrauded of $53,000. Authori-
ties said the crime involved a scam
seeking donations to a charity.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, November 20, Jocelyn

Cassamajor, 29, of Orange was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Irvington during a motor vehicle stop.
Cassamajor was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Monday, November 20, Ricardo
Elisca, 20, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a motor vehicle stop. Elisca
also had an active warrant out of
Rahway. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Tuesday, November 21, Zoe J.
Canavan, 22, of Westfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Scotch
Plains and Kenilworth during a motor
vehicle stop. She was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Wednesday, November 22, Joseph
T. Corcoran, 34, of Washington Town-
ship was arrested on outstanding war-
rants out of Fair Lawn and the Passaic
County Sheriff’s Department. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Friday, November 24, the manage-
ment at a Route 22 business reported
that a vehicle was rented and never
returned. The vehicle has been entered
as stolen and the incident currently is
under investigation.

Friday, November 24, Scott G. Sivco,
28, of Shelter Island, N.Y., was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly con-
duct at a Park Avenue restaurant after
police responded to that location on a
report of an intoxicated male fighting
with security. Sivco refused to listen to
the officers’ commands and was placed
under arrest. He was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Saturday, November 25, a resident
of the 1900 block of Farmingdale Road
reported a stolen motor vehicle. The
resident said that a 2014 grey Jeep
Grand Cherokee was stolen from the
driveway between the hours of 8 p.m.
and midnight. The vehicle has been
entered as stolen and the incident cur-
rently is under investigation.

Sunday, November 26, a resident of
the 2000 block of Nicholl Avenue re-
ported the theft of a Trek 820 mountain
bike from his driveway sometime over-
night. A bicycle also was left at the
scene. The missing bike was entered as
stolen. The incident currently is under
investigation.

Monday, November 27, a resident of
the 2200 block of Rhoda Place re-
ported a motor vehicle burglary. The
resident stated that sometime overnight
someone had entered her vehicle and
removed miscellaneous items. The in-

cident currently is under investigation.
Monday, November 27, a resident of

the 1100 block of Terrill Road reported
an incident of fraud. Someone opened
a credit card in the victim’s name and
purchased a cell phone. The incident
currently is under investigation.

Friday, December 1, William
Mckellar, 52, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop after police observed sev-
eral moving violations. During a brief
interview, the officer determined that
Mckellar was impaired.

Saturday, December 2, a woman re-
ported being the victim of inappropri-
ate touching. The victim stated that
while she was attending a formal party
at a restaurant in town, someone came
from behind while she was standing,
placed their hand up her dress and
fondled her. The investigation is ongo-
ing.

Saturday, December 2, a man identi-
fied as William Hannam, 27, was re-
ported missing. The individual who
reported him missing said she last spoke
with Mr. Hannam on December 1. At
this time, no foul play is suspected,
authorities said.

Monday, December 4, a motor ve-
hicle belonging to a resident of the 300
block of Willow Avenue was reported
as having been the target of criminal
mischief. The resident reported that
someone placed screws in the two rear
tires of the vehicle.

CLASSIFIEDS
HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified Aide seeks position to
care for sick or elderly during the
night or days. Good References.
(973) 763-1438 or (201) 407-1903

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified Home Health Care Aide
seeks position to care for sick
or elderly. Caring, professional,
reliable. Good references.

(908) 654-1000

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Perfect For Home or
Dorm! Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

PUBLIC FINANCE

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE 17-14-S

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the governing body of the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey, on December 4,
2017. It will be further considered for final
passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the governing body to be held
at the Municipal Building, at 75 North
Martine Avenue, in the Borough of
Fanwood, on December 18, 2017 at 7:00
o'clock PM. During the week prior to and
up to and including the date of such meet-
ing copies of the full ordinance will be
available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk's office for the
members of the general public who shall
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIA-
TION OF $286,640 FOR VARI-
OUS CAPITAL IMPROVE-
MENTS FOR AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHO-
RIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$231,120 BONDS OR NOTES
OF THE BOROUGH FOR FI-
NANCING PART OF THE AP-
PROPRIATION.

Purpose(s): Various paving and milling
of roads in the Borough and renovations to
building at the Borough Train Station.

Appropriation:  $286,640
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $231,120
Grants (if any) Appropriated: (a)

$43,320 expected to be received as a
Union County Open Space Grant.

Section 20 Costs:  $80,000
Useful Life:  6.77 Years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 12/7/17, The Times Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on De-
cember 4, 2017,  adopted the following
resolutions for applications acted upon at
the October 2, 2017, meeting.

PB 17-09 Colin Jenkins & Midori
Nagai, 142 Linden Avenue, Block 2204,
Lot 15. Applicants sought minor subdivi-
sion approval to subdivide the property
into two lots. Applicants sought variance
relief from Section 11.07E1, 11.07E2, and
11.07E3 to allow a lot area of 9,370 square
feet for lot 15.01 & 15.02, where a mini-
mum lot area of 10,000 square feet is
required; to allow a lot area of 9,370 square
feet with 143 feet of the front property line
for lot 15.02, where a minimum lot area of
10,000 square feet within 143 feet of the
front property line is required; to allow a lot
area of 9,370 square feet within 125 feet of
the front property line for lot 15.01, where
a minimum lot area of 10,000 square feet
within 125 feet of the front property line is
required; to allow a lot width of 75 feet for
lot 15.01, where a minimum lot width of 80
feet is required; to allow a lot frontage of 75
feet for lot 15.01, where a minimum lot
frontage of 80 feet is required. Application
approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 12/07/17, The Leader Fee: $34.17

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
of the bid, but in no case in excess of two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500),
must be submitted with the bid guarantee-
ing that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:
“TREE REMOVAL, TREE TRIMMING,
AND STUMP GRINDING SERVICES

2018 - 2019”
The Township reserves the right to re-

ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Alexander Mirabella
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/07/17, The Times Fee: $68.34

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed
bids will be received by the Township of
Scotch Plains, in the  County of Union,
State of New Jersey, at the office of the
Township Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before December
19, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for

“TREE REMOVAL, TREE
TRIMMING, AND STUMP
GRINDING SERVICES 2018-
2019"

in accordance with the Specifications
and Information to Bidders prepared by
the Township. At  that time and place, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable, beginning
December 7, 2017. Written questions re-
garding the bid specifications may be sub-
mitted to the Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 on or before December
13, 2017.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)

www.goleader.com
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Traiman Volunteers
For Service Weekend
ALBANY, N.Y. – Hallie Traiman

of Scotch Plains joined more than
500 new Living-Learning Commu-
nity students who spent one of their
first weekends at UAlbany volun-
teering on-campus and in the City
of Albany through opportunities
provided by the Living-Learning
Community Connections weekend.

On September 16 about 250 stu-
dents volunteered to support Al-
bany Medical Center, The Capital
City Rescue Mission, CHIME (an
after school music program), and
the Red Bookshelf Project. Stu-
dents also wrote letters to active
military members.

Another 250 students volun-
teered on September 17, at various
locations in the local community.

8th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kaitlyn Acevedo, Aliyah Lanashia
Adkins, Olivia N. Alvarez, Thomas J.
Baylock, Joseph Berry, Benjamin
Cohen, Kaelin Cunningham, Ashley
S. DeFrancesco, Jake M. DeGaetano,
Eve Delaney, Julia DeVizio,
Francesca DiLollo, Isabella DiLollo,
Riley Dwyer, Lindsay Edelman, Alexa
Fazio, Emily Friscia, Charles Garrett,
Evan Gomillion, Thomas Granville,
Lauren Hahn, Chloe Howell, Julia
Jackson, Quinn Jackson, Benjamin
R. Jiras, Sherin Kachroo, Grace
Kennedy, Alyona Kladova, Richa
Kulkarni, Rica Briana T. Lopez,
Melanie L. Lowell, Jackson Lubalin,
Gianna N. Mavilla, Connor P.
McCreesh, Kaitlyn Mohabir, Nirayka
Monga, Jazlyn Navarro, Christian L.
Normant, Erika Powell, Kayleigh
Robinson, Julia Rosen, Benjamin
Seidenberg, Benedetto Skirde, Natalie
Skolar, Joshua Sokolsky, Anna
Szczuka, Jason Tannenbaum, Mor-
gan Tsin, Emily Walsh, Alyssa
Warbeck, Stella Whitefield, Dorothy
Wilson, Kerrin Wojcik, Emily Wyrwa,
Emily Yang, Katarina Zikas.

8th Grade
Honor Roll

Robert Chase Alber, Sheila
Alfonso, Ryan Au, Joseph M.
Baldwin, Rachel Barattucci, Matthew
Elias Bender, Ava Berry, Moumit
Bhattacharjee, Mourik Bhattacharjee,
Aiden Birnbaum, Jordynn Blackwell,
Stephanie V Brown, Camila Cabrera,
Bridget Carter, Ciro O. Casimiro,
Ryan Chaillet Grande, Kelly Chesky,
Zoe Chrisostomides, Hannah
Citarella, Isabella G Cukrow, Luka
Culjak, Lila Dasi, Brenna R.
DeProspero, Lily J. Dimon, Robert
Dobies, Terence M. Downey, Jack A.
Eckstine, Naomi Figueroa, Olivia
Fleischer, Joshua Friedson, Katelyn
H Gaulin, Alicia Goff, David L. Green,
Natalie Green, Michael C. Hagopian,
Zachary Harmer, Emily Hayeck,
Gisele Herb, Robert A. Hochstaedt,
Connor Hoffman, Seifeldin N. Hosny,
Ava Jacobsen, Madeline Joe, Nina
Johnson, Maeve Kahora, Brendan
Michael Karyczak, Francesca
Kastanos, Yatharth Kaushik, Zoe S.
Kekelis, Cecelia Kelly, Taylor Klein,
Ryan Koehler, Erica Lee,

Honor Roll
Park Middle School - 1st Marking Period

Kaitlyn Lusk, Marlaina Martucci,
Zachary Mawby, Marin B.
McAlindin, Madalyn F McEvoy,
Kenneth Nelson, Therese C. Nitro,
Emma Nitti, Alessia Novello, Sophia
Novello, Lea Oduro, Olivia Ong,
Giacomo Pares, Elizabeth Parvin,
Andrew Perper, Sara Pham, Char-
lotte Pollack, Grace Rehrer, Conor
Reilly, Thomas Ricci, Maggie Rich-
ter, Jackson Riedell, Gianna Riefler,
Aidan Robertson, Samantha R.
Ruane, Emilia Saccento, Naome Jada
Samuel-Williams, Thomas Savoca,
Jake Schunke, Andrew Seith, Aditya
Sharma, Amelia Sherman, Marisa
Singh, Alexander Smith, Nicholas
Solimeno, Connor Spellman, Max
Sponheimer, Russ-Emmanuel Sta
Rosa, Zachary J. Stagaard, John
Stellakis, Thomas Tibbals, Aidan
Robert Trenery, Jason Trivisonno,
Marcos J. Trujillo, Aaron Tsvayberg,
John T. Vangeli, Johnathan Vu, Rich-
ard J. Watt, Tyrell Weir, Jaine Will-
iams, Julia Zambrio.

7th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Hasan Ali, Naa Dei Ashie, Abigail
Balagot, Riley Bhatia, Ava C. Billotto,
Isabella A. Blake, Lily Camacho,
Ryan Cawley, Nicholas Champagne,
Helena Chan, Kendall A. Chiang,
Samuel Chichester, Zachary Chung,
Alexa Chuy, Mia Cutaia, Syona Dalvi,
Rushil Paresh Damania, Disha
Debnath, Ivana Delgado-Arvelo,
Madison Diaz, Madeline DiSalvo,
Olivia Eckstine, Olivia A.
Encarnacion, Carter Fallon, Emma
Wei-Xin Fang, Sean Ferrone, Lily
Friebely, Emmet Fynes, Sophia Gallo,
Ella J. Goldstein, Justin H Koizumi,
Lucia C. Laumbach, Allison Lesser,
Ava Mach, Shehzad Madraswalla,
Mikayla Mari, Ella Mauer, Meagan
Migliaccio, Alicia Murphy, Matthew
J. Murray, Jessica Navarro, Emma
Nobile, Sarah M. Paolella, Dylan Patel,
Jay Patel, Ella E. Platts,

Barbara Krause Celebrates
50 Years of Service to DAR

Katherine Ramalho, Vikram
Ravishankar, Jordana Reisberg, Kady
Rettino, Morgan Ritter, Grace A.
Romanyshyn, Emma Schramm,
Asmita Sharma, Mireille Silva,
Dominic Souza, Gianna M. Tucker,
Alicia Alba Valenciano, Bianca L.
Valente, Lauren Verrastro, Gabriella
N. Virga, Margaret C. Whitney, Geor-
gia Williamson, Andy Zhu, Mattingly
Zullo.

7th Grade
Honor Roll

Jason Abate, Amanda Abdelmalak,
Melania Acampora, Alyssa Rae
Barbossa, Andrew Bartley, Ryan J.
Baumgartner, Stephan C.
Baumgartner, Grace Beirne, Sofia
Berkman, Jenai M. Berry, Elisa R.
Bianco, Morgan Boone, Kylie Byers,
Orencia Casimiro, Claire E Cassidy,
Louis N. Cerchio, Cara Checchio,
Alexandra Chouinard, Ananda L.
Daniel, Davyd Dasi, Brianna G Davey,
Joseph W DeSantis, Theresa R.
DeVall, Matthew Dolowy, Jack Fallo,
Shaylin M. Farley, Matthew Fela,
Sena Forson, Senyo Forson, Max-
well Fountain, Sean Foxton, Meghan
Daniella Garrido, Grace E Germinder,
Zachary Gray, Braden Griffith, Adam
J. Gross, Jessica Gui, Katelyn
Haggerty, Paige Hagman, Jacob Hall,
Rudolph B. Hall, Trevor J. Headrick,
Leah Herb, Camila A. Hernandez,
Maximilian Ho, Emily E Homer, Luke
Kalafat, Khan Lagemann, Matthew
Laurenzano, Gavin Lesnevich, Alina
G Lessing, Wesley Lewis, Andres
Lopez, John Paul Lopez, Austin
Lorenzetti, Breogan Louro, Daniel
Mahr, Kamil Alberto Martinez, Marco
Martoccia, Dylan Mathew, Kaelan A.
Mattos, Julianna Mayer, Morgan
McArdle, Thomas Metzger, Patrick
Mitchell, Jada Montgomery, Danielle
Most, Ava Niemczyk, Alden
Nyamiaka, Katelyn Oser, Nefeli
Pappas, Timothy W Paprocki, Emily
M. Pizha, Robert A. Principe, Zoe
Quraishi, Zachary Redling, Peter
Reilly, Luke San Juan, Leila A.
Simeon, Jay Landon Slack, Andrew
K Smith, Safiya Syed, Elizabeth
Tedesco, Hazel Thurman, Anthony
Tittanegro, Raymond Tran, Jayleen
Velez, Kyle Ventura, Ketevan
Vepkhvadze, Isabelle M. Verrico,
Riley Vierschilling, Morgan L. Virgil,
Maya B. Viscardi-Carelse, Elijah
Ware, Ethan A. White, Sophie E.
White, Dylan Young,

6th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Haley Acevedo,  Hannah Rae
Alber,  Alexander Allegra,  Sarah
Alnasseri,  Sana Anand,  Max Aponte,
Keira M. Baerson,  Hannah Baik,
Alex J. Baker,  Brian Bartley,
Amanda Baylock,  Hana Berisha,
Anastasia Berk,  Karina E Borysiak,
Isabella Capati,  Callie Capriglione,
Jaden Carpien,  Grace Carter,  Do-
minique L. Chitty,  Cole Chludzinski,
Anthony Chrisostomides,  Tara Cino,

Joshua Citarella,  Grace Conklin,
Isabella F Cucci,  Emily Cuccurullo,
Tia D. Culjak,  Lauren Cunningham,
Joseph DeFrancesco,  Mia C.
Delaney,  Brady DeProspero,  Bianca
DeVizio,  Elizabeth A. Diamond,
Mason DiNizo,  Spencer Doran,
Emma Dougherty,  Abigail E Elliott,
Lily Friedman,  Julia M. Friedrichs,
Julianne Friedson,  Lily Gaulin,
Alessandra Gialanella,  Matan
Goldstein,  David M. Gomez,  Olivia
H Gomez,  Marissa Elizabeth
Gregov,  Abigail Griffiths,  Samantha
R. Hagopian,  Mackenzie M. Harmer,
Sean Harris,  Hope Hausle,  Ian
Thomas Hobbs,  Elorie Howell,
Nemat Iddisah,  Rahul Jadhav,  Dietrich
Jahnke,  Carolyn Joe,  Emily A. Juckes,
Kyle Evan Karyczak,  Valerie M. Kelly,
Erin Kennedy,  Aadi S. Kenwar,  Gra-
ham W Kois,  Nathan Korner,  Danielle
Kramer,  Robert Henry Lambert,  Sara
A. Lehman,  Isabelle Li,  Sairah Gicelia
Llano,  Kelsie E Lubalin,  Giao Q
Nguyen Dao,  Madeline Paik,
Alexander James Patino,  Paige A.
Peneno,  Thomas Perez,  Sequoia Pil-
grim,  Jacob Pinsky,  Ryan E Quino-
nes,  Gokul V Ramanan,  Gonzalo
Ramos,  Gianna Rojas,  Anthony
Romano,  Shannon Rooney,  Amelie
C. Rousseau,  Isabella Rovito,  Raquel
A. Sanisidro,  Michael Schmidt,  Chloe
Schunke,  Anthony Scuorzo,  Ryan
Serio,  Heather Sherman,  Maisie
Shimko,  Aryan Singh,  Gianluca
Skirde,  Dylan Kevin Soriano,
Anastasia V Stellakis,  Kelly Stewart,
Grace Sweeney,  Zuzanna Szewc,
Janeli Stephanie Tenecota Villa,  Sherly
Velez,  Olivia Vella,  Evelyn Villar,
Rebecca Wofsy,  Michael Wojcik,  Sara
G Wollman,  Emma Zheng.

6th Grade
Honor Roll

Eva Austin, Sophia I Bansagi, Juan
David Barahona Gonzalez, Charles
Becker, Gwendolyn Boylan, Jake D.
Brooking, Lily K Cantwell, Matthew
A. Capozzolo, Sharif Carter, Eliza-
beth Chern, Taylor M. Clement,
Kristina A. Decker, Nathaniel
Dematteo, Juliana Rose Dewling,
Anthony J. Diluzio,  Andrew Dreyer,
Allison Eggert, Luke Ellison, Michael
Estevez, Ava Fazio, Evan Figueroa,
Jalen Geneblazo, Katherine Willow
Geritano, Olivia Gist, Jacob
Hathcock, Angelina Holden, Zoe N.
Hopkins, Kyle J. Hunter, Brian
Huszcza, Aiden D. Jasul, Brian Karp,
Hudson V Krupa, Alexander J.
Liverance, Jenalys Rossan Lugo,
Joshua G Madarasz, Tiffany Tran
Nguyen, Michelle Nikolaev, James
Carl B. Nitro, Philip Joseph B. Nitro,
Maxine Novello, Jasmyn R. Nunez,
Christian Pastore, Matteo B.
Pentlicky, Chance Perez, Anderson
Pollack, Molly E Puglisi, Diane
Resnicoff, Iyana Riggins, Elijah
Rodriguez, Sebastian Roman Gaud,
Katherine Rose Romanyshyn, Aidan
Route, Ethen Ruiz, Erin E Ryan,
Audrey Saccento, Fiona Saunders,
Ty J. Simms, Boushi Siva, Nicholas
M. Skawinski, Sam Sponheimer,
Noah S. Tamayo, Levent Burak Tozlu,
Lindsay R. Trela, Yasmin Valverde,
Emma Lee Vieira, Maria Vitoroulis,
Jennifer Walsh, Chase Waxman, Meya
Ethel Williams, Youssef Yacub, Sergiy
Oleh Yurchenko, Rachel A. Ziegler.SP-F Graduate Named

University Scholar
SELINSGROVE, Penn. – Rachel

Lambert of Fanwood is among the 212
students recently named Susquehanna
University Scholars.

The annual Scholars Program, held
on November 3, recognized
Susquehanna's most successful stu-
dent scholars. To be named a Univer-
sity Scholar, students must have earned
a cumulative grade point average of
3.75 in full-time study for the past two
semesters or equivalent credit hours of
part-time study.

Ms. Lambert is a an early childhood
education major in the Class of 2020.
A 2016 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, she is the
daughter of Jim and Janet Lambert.

WHS Teacher Honored at
Nat. Educators Conference

GOLDEN CELEBRATION...Barbara Krause, left, historian, receives the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution 50 year Certificate from Mary Leonard, Regent.

CRANFORD – At the October
meeting of the Crane’s Ford chapter
of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR), Barbara Krause
was honored for her 50 years of
membership in the DAR. A Cranford
resident, Ms. Krause has actively
participated with the chapter and
served as Regent from 1998 to 2005.

Most recently, she has served as
historian of the chapter for more
than 17 years. Ms. Krause has
chaired the American History Com-
mittee and was responsible for the
American History Essay Contest in
the Cranford schools for many years.

As the chapter historian, Ms.
Krause was instrumental in getting
the committee of individuals who
saved the historic murals, hanging
in the Cranford Township Commit-
tee Room, recognized with a His-
toric Preservation Award from the
National Society of the DAR in
2015.  The late Larry Fuhro, a former
Cranford High School history
teacher and township historian, was
recognized for his effort to save the
historic murals.

In prior years, Ms. Krause worked
tirelessly to get the late Robert
Fridlington, Cranford historian, and
professor emeritus of history at Kean
University, awarded the National
DAR History Award Gold Medal.
Ms. Krause also recognized the late
Paul J. Lioy, Rutgers University pro-
fessor, environmental health scien-

tist, worldwide speaker and author,
awarding him the DAR Founders
Award, The Ellen Hardin Walworth
Medal for Patriotism in 2009. This
award was in recognition of Dr.
Lioy’s work on World Trade Center
dust-related issues in the aftermath
of 9/11.

Ms. Krause has served on many
chapter committees, including the
American Heritage/Conservation,
Ways and Means, Bylaw, and Pro-
gram. For over 23 years she has
been an active participant with the
DAR Service to Veterans Commit-
tee, visiting the veterans at the VA
Health Care facility in Basking
Ridge with the chapter.

Along with all the work she has
done for the Crane’s Ford DAR
chapter, Ms. Krause is an active
member of the Cranford commu-
nity, serving on various committees
or commissions.

The Crane’s Ford chapter was
chartered by the National Society
in 1944.  The NSDAR is a volunteer
women’s service organization dedi-
cated to promoting patriotism, his-
toric preservation, service to veter-
ans and meaningful community ser-
vice. Membership is open to any
woman, 18 years or older, who can
prove lineal, bloodline descent from
an ancestor who aided in achieving
American independence. For addi-
tional information or to make an
application for membership, con-
tact Registrar Patty Campanelli at
patushkat@aol.com.

REACHING THE STARS...Kimberly Leegan, Social Studies teacher at Westfield
High School and recipient of the Christa McAuliffe Reach for the Stars Award,
was presented with a trophy during the National Social Studies Conference.

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) Social Studies teacher,
Kimberly Leegan, was presented with
the Christa McAuliffe Reach for the
Stars Award during the National Social
Studies (NCSS) Conference in San
Francisco held November 16 to 19.
The NCSS established the award and
selects one teacher in the United States
each year.  In addition to the prestigious
recognition and a trophy presented at
the annual conference, Ms. Leegan re-
ceived a $2,500 grant, which the NCSS
provides to help classroom teachers
“reach for the stars” and achieve a
dream that under ordinary circum-
stances would not be fulfilled. The
purpose of the fund is to support re-
search and classroom application
projects which improve social studies
education, foster enlightened citizen-
ship, and promote civic competence.

Although the award ceremony was
held this November, the NCSS pro-
vided Leegan with the grant monies
earlier this year to enable the purchase
of virtual reality goggles for her Adopt
a Country Project in WHS.

“The Adopt a Country Project en-
ables students to learn about culture,

history and current events of adopted
countries; showcase research by de-
signing a website; teach students; and
experience life in adopted countries by
utilizing virtual reality goggles,” ex-
plained Ms. Leegan. “Students also
identify and address a social issue faced
by their adopted country and take in-
formed action on their path to global
citizenship,” she added.

Upon receiving the trophy at the
NCSS Convention, Ms. Leegan re-
marked, “I am incredibly honored to
receive the Christa McAuliffe Reach
for the Stars Award and extremely thank-
ful to the National Council for the So-
cial Studies and the Fund for the Ad-
vancement of Social Studies Education
for providing the grant, which allowed
us to purchase virtual reality goggles
for Westfield High School.  I firmly
believe that enhancing student engage-
ment in the classroom helps develop
lifelong learners, and grants like this
one help teachers do that.”

In addition to the ceremony, Ms.
Leegan gave two presentations, includ-
ing one in connection with her award
winning classroom project entitled
"Adopt a Country."

St. Peter’s Prep Announces
First Period Honor Roll

JERSEY CITY – James C.
DeAngelo, ’85, Principal of Saint
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, has an-
nounced that the following local resi-
dents earned honor roll status for the
first marking period of 2017-2018:

Cranford:  Luis Espinal, '18, An-
drew Tobin, '18, Marek Wlodarski,
'18, James Anderson, '19, Patrick
Keenaghan, '19, and Liam
Concannon, '20 earned First Honors.
Matthew Baldowski, '18, James
Paradiso, '18, Jacob Quinones, '19,
and Andrew Schmutter, '20 earned
Second Honors.  Honorable Mention
was attained by Jared Wilson, '18,
Timothy Garcia, '19, Owen Kealey,
'19, James McGann, '19, Liam
McGovern, '20, and Andrew
Carcamo, '21.

Fanwood:  Aidan Christman, '20
and Patrick Corrao, '20 earned Sec-
ond Honors.  Honorable Mention was
attained by Liam Christman, '19 and
Connor McElroy Barker, '17.

Mountainside:  Keith Schmidt, '18
earned First Honors.  Kyle Hess, '19
earned Second Honors.  Honorable

Mention was attained by Thomas
Hannan, '18 and Jay Post, '20.

Scotch Plains:  Matthew Coyne,
'18 and Sean FitzGibbon, '18 earned
First Honors.  Ethan MacMillan, '20
and Sean Ryan, '20 earned Second
Honors.

Westfield:  Brendan Kane, '18,
Mark Lovito, '19, Colin Elliott, '20,
Christopher Larkin, '20, Michael
O'Neill, '20, and John Thorburn, '21
earned First Honors.  Simir Cooper,
'18, Thomas Gannaway, '19, Owen
Heim, '18, John Pettit, '19, Andrew
Cherry, '20, Salvatore Imbornone, '20,
Brian Mikovits, '20, Peter
Munkittrick, '20, Jack Riley, '20,
Henry Brown, '21, and Liam Mooney,
'21 earned Second Honors.  Honor-
able Mention was attained by Miles
Brancatella, '18, Mark Schiavo, '18,
William Slaski, '18, Christian Della
Rocco, '19, Stephen Jennings, Jr., '20,
and Kevin Tierney, '20.

First Honors is awarded to students
with an average of A or higher (4.0)
and no grade lower than a C.  Second
Honors is awarded to students with
an average at or above the midpoint
between A and B+ (3.7) and no grade
lower than a C.  Honorable Mention
is awarded to students with an aver-
age of B+ or higher (3.5) and no grade
lower than a C.
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Nurturing Imagination Since 1919 

A Family Musical 

Music—Alan Menken                   Lyrics—Lynn Ahern 

The Westfield Memorial Library presents 
A Flute and Guitar Duo 

On Wednesday, December 13 at 7:00 pm 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

  
 

Program open to all 
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 

and click on the Calendar 
link, or call 908.789.4090 

option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Come and join us for this wonderful evening concert by 

accomplished flutist Marjorie Koharski and guitarist 

Keith Calmes as they play holiday favorites. 

 

Ms. Koharski is a flutist and piccoloist with the Mon-

mouth Symphony Orchestra, flutist with the Elysion 

Winds Quintet, and a former faculty member of the Mon-

mouth Conservatory of Music. A graduate of the Juilliard 

School, Mr. Calmes teaches at Wall High School. He de-

buted at Carnegie Recital Hall as Winner of the Artists 

International Competition. Don’t miss their music. 

FIND

LEADER / TIMES

WHAT YOU WANT

SELL
WHAT YOU DON’T

Through A

CLASSIFIED AD
In The

LOW COST

AMAZING RESULTS

908-232-4407

EPIC PLAY...Upper School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison staged their first fall play - the comedy Epic Proportions - in the new Berry
Performing Arts Center. The show was performed on November 17 and 18.
Leading players included Kallie Schildge of Westfield, Steven Bessette of Scotch
Plains and CJ Stueck of Scotch Plains.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Signs of the Times

3 & ½ popcorns

Musical Club of Westfield
Plans December Concert

 CDC Plans Auditions
For Crimes of the Heart

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Director Martin McDonagh’s com-
pelling Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri features, among
other things, misogyny, police brutal-
ity, racism, rape, child molestation,
white supremacy, unrestricted gun
possession, and anti-gay sentiments.
But no, it’s not about Roy Moore’s
quest to represent Alabama in the
U.S. Senate. Rather, equally provoca-
tive and similarly chilling, the su-
perbly acted film details a mother’s
rage over her daughter’s unsolved
murder to the backdrop of a small
town rendered dysfunctional by the
above-listed disgraces.

Frances McDormand, playing
Mildred Hayes, the infuriated mom,
is the beleaguered face of survival in
the Missouri town that we suspect
considered itself part of the Confed-
eracy during the Civil War. Suffering
its prejudicial rationalizations and a
barely concealed anger that threads
through day-to-day life in Ebbing,
she reminds of Ben Johnson’s Sam
the Lion in The Last Picture Show
(1971) who, disgusted by all he sur-
veys, declares, “I’ve been around that
trashy behavior my whole life…” No
saint herself, she nonetheless serves
as the tale’s moral compass.

She seethes for revenge with an
adamancy evocative of a Greek myth.
There will be no quarter given, no
forgiveness and no acceptance under
any terms. Only the capture of her
teenaged daughter’s killer and rapist
will bring closure to this tortured soul.
At her wit’s end and fed up by the
local law enforcement’s failure to find
the culprit, she launches, via the me-
dium described by the film’s title, an
ad campaign to shame them into ac-
tion. The three billboards read, in
succession: “Raped while dying,”
“And still no arrests,” and “How come,
Chief Willoughby?”

Placed into a misfortunate,
adversarial position is Woody
Harrelson’s excellently depicted Sher-
iff Bill Willoughby, whose otherwise
fine reputation has won him support
from a majority of local denizens.
They’re more miffed by Mildred’s
move than he is. While seven months
have passed since the vile event,
Willoughby assures the distraught
mom that the investigation has here-
tofore sent the police up only blind
alleys. A nationwide search has un-
earthed no DNA matches, and all
other investigatory methods have
proved equally fruitless.

Meanwhile, the townsfolk, who for
the most part view Mildred’s First
Amendment strategy as a threatening
affront to the status quo, show their
displeasure in both word and deed,
including, but not limited to, beating
up sympathizers and even tossing one
innocent guy out a window. Leading
the reactionary outrage and rounding
out the film’s triptych of nomination-
worthy portrayals is Sam Rockwell’s

severely troubled Jason
Dixon…Willoughby’s gung-ho,
drink-crazed deputy with a mother
complex. He is a civil rights activist’s
worst nightmare personified.

Crime story buffs should note that
while the murder in question is in-
deed flummoxing, there are few rec-
ognizable clues to engage the arm-
chair sleuth. Although we certainly
hope that the killer is caught before
the closing credits roll, writer/direc-
tor McDonagh’s impetus is not solely
the capture of criminals. Out for larger
fish, his muckraking script is an in-
dictment of the regressive mores and
folkways found in all too many nooks
and hollers in America…a bigoted
mindset that deters us from becoming
the enlightened civilization the Found-
ing Fathers had envisioned.

Shades of Bad Day at Black Rock
(1955), except that there is no inten-
tional conspiracy afoot, Three Bill-
boards Outside Ebbing, Missouri is
the anti-Rockwellian portrait of small
town America. There is no friendly
exchange of niceties as polite citizens
stroll the square. It’s all suspicion and
enmity and the sharing of a grudge
about a Southern legacy perceived to
have been stolen from them. Never
mind that it’s all built upon the myth
of a so-called glorious past that really
existed only for the plantation own-
ers. Better to live a lie than face the
stark reality.

Doubtlessly hewed from this in-
herently maladjusted culture, but too
strong a character to let the mass
fiction obscure the rugged individu-
alist in her, Mildred harbors no illu-
sions. Life is hard, and you have to
make the best of it. Fail, and it’s
probably your own fault. She praises
no one; she thanks no one. Look up
Mildred Hayes in the dictionary and
it reads: tough cookie. Sure, she cuts
a corner and even does a few bad
things. But if she doesn’t always strive
for the straight and narrow, at least
she knows what it is. We like the old
gal, and sympathize with her plight.

Woody Harrelson’s Chief
Willoughby as the object of her ire
placed in an untenable position proves
a worthy adversary/would-be
ameliorator. As the onion skins of the
saga peel, we learn there’s a whole
subplot more to him than was thought
at first blush. And then there’s a big
wrinkle of a surprise. While matters
don’t lead to the traditional conclu-
sion usually expected of such murder
mysteries, Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri instead advertises
and invites for contemplation the idea
that justice might be realized in the
form of a moral twist.

***
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,

Missouri, rated R, is a Fox Search-
light Pictures release directed by
Martin McDonagh and stars Frances
McDormand, Woody Harrelson and
Sam Rockwell. Running time: 115
minutes.

NJIO Celebrates Season
With a Free Family Concert

McGinn School Dedicates
Community Garden

IN HER HONOR...Former McGinn School Nurse Connie Salisbury with Ekrem
Sikel is presented with a plaque dedicating the community garden in her honor.

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert set for
Wednesday, December 13 at 1:30 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
170 Elm Street in Westfield. Given by
members of the Musical Club of
Westfield and guests, this event is one
in a series of free monthly concerts
mounted by the club, which is now
celebrating its 102nd season.

Organist David Bower will begin
the concert with a Bach Chorale Pre-
lude, Sheep May Safely Graze. This
will be followed by Marcel Dupre’s
Variations sur un Noel, La Nativite
composed by Jean Langlais, and end
with Suite Gothique by Leon
Boellmann.

As accompanist, Mr. Bower will
join soprano Barbara Krause for the
second portion of the concert, A Gift
of Sacred Songs. Mrs. Krause’s se-
lections will include John Jacob Niles
arrangement of I Wonder As I Wan-
der, Frank’s Panis Angelicus and “He
Shall Feed His Flock” from Handel’s
Messiah as well as pieces by Berlioz,
Reger and Malotte.

The program will conclude with
selections from  Debussy’s Preludes
Book 2 performed by pianist Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk. Mrs. Mochernuk
will be joined by flutist Susan Gra-
ham for Francois Borne’s Fantaisie
Brillante, (on themes from Bizet’s
Carmen.)

The audience is invited to a recep-
tion following each concert to enjoy
light refreshments and to meet the
artists.

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion, the mission of the Musical Club
is to foster and encourage music by
providing opportunities for perfor-
mance and supporting college musi-
cians with scholarships. More infor-
mation about membership in the club
can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

NEW PROVIDENCE – The New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will continue their 2017-
2018 season with their annual Fam-
ily Holiday Concert on Sunday,
December 17. The performance will
begin at 3 p.m. at New Providence
High School 35 Pioneer Drive, New
Providence, and will feature per-
formances from all three of NJIO’s
orchestral ensembles, as well as the
special guest, Australian ensemble
Arts Alive. NJIO’s featured soloist
will be the second-place winner of
the Young Artist Concerto Compe-
tition, violinist Eilene Lee. Admis-
sion is free.

Concertgoers will enjoy a variety
of selections that celebrate tradi-
tions of the season, including popu-
lar works like Leroy Anderson’s
“Sleigh Ride.”  Talented young so-
loist Eilene Lee will be performing
the incredible Violin Concerto #1
by Max Bruch.  Bring the whole
family to celebrate the holiday sea-
son with music and fun with NJIO!

Soloist Eilene Lee studied with
Yu-Jeong Lee and currently is a
student of Naoko Tanaka at The

Juilliard School, pre-college divi-
sion. She enjoys playing in many
orchestras, including the Juilliard
Pre-College Symphony.  She also
volunteers at various charitable
events with her chamber group and
the Good Neighbor Ensemble.

The Arts Alive Combined Schools
Band Program is comprised of some
of the most talented young musi-
cians from various public schools
in the Northern and Western Sydney
areas.  Together with their conduc-
tor, James Hill, the group has had
the opportunity to perform at many
prestigious events and concerts, in-
cluding an annual performance at
both Sydney Opera House and
Sydney Town Hall.

Be sure to arrive to the concert a half
hour early to enjoy a short yet delight-
ful performance by NJIO’s Prelude
Ensemble, as well as a performance by
the Flute Choir at intermission.

NJIO is committed to ensuring
that its programs and concerts are
accessible to all. For more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Beth
Sweet at (908) 603-7691, or
info@njio.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS – McGinn
School staff, students, and commu-
nity members celebrated former
McGinn School Nurse, Connie B.
Salisbury on November 8 by dedicat-
ing their second garden to her. Ms.
Salisbury was intricately involved in
the creation and care of McGinn’s
gardens and continually sought ways
to expand student connections with
them.

Second Grade Teacher, Dorothy
Lusk, spoke about Ms. Salisbury’s
deep-rooted ties to McGinn’s com-
munity from her own children who
attended McGinn to the students she
cared for.  Ms. Salisbury’s daughter,
Allyson, was present, as was School
Superintendent Dr. Margaret Hayes.

Dr. Hayes read the words on the
plaque: “Dedicated to Connie B.
Salisbury: For Her Development and
Care of McGinn’s Gardens and For
Her Many Years of Dedication and
Service to the McGinn Community.”

Another special guest, Dr. Marco
Baptista, shared special seeds for Ms.
Salisbury to plant in her garden: Space
Seeds. Dr. Baptista donated lettuce
seeds, which came from the Interna-
tional Space Station and will now be
shared on earth with students and the
community. As per the Kids Dig in
Grant through Union County, at least
one third of the produce grown in the
Connie B. Salisbury Community Gar-
den will be donated to local food
pantries.

Free Photos With Santa
Planned in Westfield
 WESTFIELD – The community

is invited to Ono Bowls located at
107 Quimby Street in Westfield on
Saturday, December 9 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m., to have a photo taken with
Santa.  A photographer will take
your child’s picture with Santa and
provide interested participants with
a photo free of charge. Participants
are asked to bring a gift to be do-
nated to the unfortunate to help
brighten their day during the Holi-
day Season.

On Sunday, December 10 from
noon to 3 p.m., the community is
invited to bring their child/children
to make magic reindeer food and an
ornament to take home. Menorah
coloring will also be available.
There is a mailbox set up at for
children to send their special letter
to Santa at the North Pole. Santa
letters must have a return address.

For more information please visit
www.onobowls.net or contact (908)
588-2087 with any questions.

CRANFORD – Winner of the 1981
Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Crimes of
the Heart, is warm-hearted, irrever-
ent, zany and brilliantly imagina-
tive. The play teems with humanity
and humor as it examines the plight

of three young Mississippi sisters
betrayed by their passions. Audi-
tions will take place at CDC Theatre,
78 Winans Ave. in Cranford on Sun-
day, December 17, from 3 p.m. to 5
p.m. and Monday, December 18,
from 7 to 9 p.m. Sides will be distrib-
uted for auditions. The show will run
from February 16th through the 24th
with rehearsals beginning Saturday,
January 6. Additional information
can be found at the theatre’s website
cdctheatre.org

Westfielder to Perform
With Morris Choral Soc.

MORRISTOWN – The Morris Cho-
ral Society presents its Annual Holi-
day Spectacular “Resounding Joy”
over the weekend of December 9 and
10 at the Bickford Theatre at the Mor-
ris Museum. Under the baton of Music
Director Jason Tramm, the chorus will
perform seasonal favorites including
works by John Rutter, Camille Saint-
Saens, Ola Fjeilo, and George Frideric
Handel along with some holiday sur-
prises. Singing with the chorus will be
Westfield resident Ian Schwartz.

Performances of the concert will
take place at the Bickford Theatre at
the Morris Museum, 6 Normandy
Place in Morristown on Saturday,
December 9 at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
December 10 at 3 p.m. Tickets are
$25 for adults, $20 for seniors and
$15 for children under 18. Tickets are
available at the Bickford Theatre box
office, (973) 971-3706. For more in-
formation, call (973) 998-7239 or
visit www.morrischoralsociety.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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The Three Holiday Tenors Join
NJFO to Welcome in the Season

County Freeholders Sponsor
Upcoming Holiday Performances

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
invites residents to celebrate the season
at a variety of festive events right here
in Union County this month, with mu-
sic ranging from light-hearted holiday
favorites to the exalting sounds of
Handel’s Messiah.

“Recognizing the importance of cul-
ture and the arts to our economy and
quality of life, the Freeholder Board
proudly supports the performing arts
community in Union County,” said Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison to
the Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board.

Sponsored in part by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
the following holiday programs received
funding from the UC Office of Cultural
& Heritage Affairs, Department of Parks
and Recreation through the Local Arts
Grant Program or the Union County
HEART (History, Education, Arts
Reaching Thousands) Grant Program:

Myth & Mystery – A Holiday Con-
cert on Saturday, December 9 at 7 p.m.
The Concord Singers will present a
program including choral works by
Benjamin Britten, Lana Walter, Ed-
ward Elgar, Samuel Barber, Gabriel
Faure and more — as well as some
traditional carols. Admission is $20
($10 for children 12 and under). Cal-
vary Episcopal Church, 31 Woodland
Avenue, Summit.

Handel’s Messiah presented by Sum-
mit Chorale on Saturday, December 9
at 7:30 p.m. The complete classic work
will be presented with chamber orches-
tra and soloists. Tickets are $20 in

advance available online ($25 at the
door, $10 for students). St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 587 Springfield Av-
enue, Summit. For more information or
to purchase tickets visit:
www.summitchorale.org.

Crescent Concerts - Yuletide by
Candlelight, Saturday, December 16 at
5 p.m. The glow of candles will brighten
Crescent Avenue sanctuary as the Cres-
cent Singers present their 46th annual
holiday concert as a gift to the commu-
nity. Admission is free. Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church, Watchung
Avenue at East Seventh Street,
Plainfield.

“Christmas Time in the City” PRISM
Concert Extravaganza, Saturday, De-
cember 16 at 7:30 p.m. This concert
features the Continuo Arts Foundation’s
choral ensembles and other local per-
formance groups. Admission is $20 for
adults ($10 students/seniors). Lawton
C. Johnson Summit Middle School
Auditorium, 272 Morris Avenue, Sum-
mit.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, through the Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board and
its Arts Grant Committee, and the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts have
made funds available for support of the
arts through a State/County Block Grant
Partnership for non-profit arts and non-
arts organizations located in, and serv-
ing the residents of Union County, that
demonstrate a high degree of profes-
sionalism in producing arts activities.
The program is administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, Department of Parks

and Recreation.
All grant programs, including the

Union County Local Arts Grant Pro-
gram and the HEART Grant Program
are competitive.

Artists, educators, civic and histori-
cal non-profit organizations that want
information about next year’s gran op-
portunities can contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ
07202. Telephone: (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay users dial 711, or send E-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

WETFIELD – On Saturday, De-
cember 9 at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, New Jersey Festival
Orchestra kicks off the holiday sea-
son with a bang and plenty of bling
with Return of the Holiday Tenors, a
family celebration of traditional and
contemporary songs and music, sing-
a-longs and more guaranteed to make
the season merry.

This year’s concert features The
Three Holiday Tenors - Cody Austin,
Cameron Schutza, and Matthew
White - who are set to dazzle and
captivate with a beautiful selection of
renowned tenor classical fare to wel-
come in the holidays. Their perfor-
mances of traditional carols a host of
wintertime curiosities are also sure to
delight.

Says Maestro Wroe, "These mag-
nificent tenors, drawn from some of

the most famous theaters in the coun-
try, will perform 'Pavarotti style' fa-
vorites such as "O Sole Mio," "O
Holy Night," "Granada," "Core
'ngrato (Catarì, Catarì)," Be My
Love,” “Addio, Sogni Di Gloria,”
and many more. The program is fes-
tive and up beat. It's a dynamic evening
with more 'top Cs' than you can shake
a stick at!”

Special guest, American tenor Cody
Austin has been lauded as one of the
most promising singing actors of his
age. A graduate of the Academy of
Vocal Arts in Philadelphia, his voice
has been described as possessing “a
warm, rich quality… produced with
an evenness that’s rare.” Mr. Austin
has undertaken a variety of leading
roles in opera houses throughout the
United States. Recent engagements
include the Duke in Rigoletto for
Opera Santa Barbara, Alfredo in La
Traviata for NJ Festival Orchestra,
Pittsburg opera, Virginia Opera and
Utah Opera and Don Jose in Carmen
for Shreveport Opera. He was re-
cently featured as tenor soloist with
Peter Nero and the Philly Pops in a
program entitled ‘The Great Ameri-
can Tenor.’

Praised by Opera for his “ringing
high notes” and “clarity of tone,”
Metropolitan Opera’s Cameron
Schutza was the 2016 winner of the
top Robert Lauch Memorial Fund
Endowment Award from the Wagner
Society of New York. Recent high-
lights include the Narraboth in Salome
with the Orquesta Sinfònica Nacional
in Mexico City, Manrico in Il
Trovatore with both Portland
Summerfest and the Astoria Music
Festival, Don José in Carmen with
the Walla Walla Symphony, and
Pollione in Norma with Opera in the
Heights.

Grand prize recipient of the Mario
Lanza Vocal Competition, acclaimed

tenor Matthew White is in his second
year at the Academy of Vocal Art in
Philadelphia. Recently heard as
Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor,
and in the title role in the Massenet’s
Werther, Mr. White was featured in
the Metropolitan Opera National
Council of Florida Gala concert. He
has also performed with the Ocean
City Pops, PalmBeach Opera, Vero
Beach Opera and PORTopera.

Continued Maestro Wroe, “we be-
lieve there is something for everyone
in this performance. Our program is a
vessel for children, parents, grand-
parents and friends - indeed the entire
community - to come together through
music at this unique time of the year.”

This seasonal stroll of timeless clas-
sics and sentimental favorites, sure to
bring joy, smiles, and distinctive holi-
day memories to one and all, has been
made possible in part by a Union
County Heart (History, Education and
Arts Reaching Thousands) grant, and
support from The Westfield Founda-
tion.

The concert will take place on Sat-
urday, December 9 at 7 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. It
will be repeated on Sunday, Decem-
ber 10 at 3 p.m. at The Concert Hall
located in The Dorothy Young Center
for the Performing Arts at Drew Uni-
versity in Madison.

Tickets prices for both concerts
range from $28 to $76 for adults and
there is a special discount price of
only $15 for students K-12.  Tickets
are available on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400. Gift certificates are
also available.

READY TO PERFORM...Students from the Franklin School Chorus, under the
direction of Brent Geyer, will make a guest appearance at the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra Holiday Concert this Saturday, December 9.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY
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l'ennemi du journaliste

DAYON INT., ALLIEGRO 47-YD TD, ‘VALL’ TD, BARDEN CAUSES FUMBLE, McDANIEL TD

Blue Devils ‘Refuse to Lose’; Sink BrH2O for Group 5 Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Refuse to lose!” Has been the
slogan for the Westfield High
School football Blue Devils since
the beginning of the season when
Head Coach Jim DeSarno indi-
cated that they must seek their
own identity. Their true identity
was revealed in a big way at
MetLife Stadium on November
30 when the top-seeded Blue
Devils sank the third-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers,
20-7, for the North Jersey, Sec-

tion 2, Group 5 Championship.
So the 12-0 Blue Devils, not only
won its third straight title, having
defeated the Panthers the previ-
ous two years; but also extended
their state-leading undefeated
streak to 37.

Once again, it was the entire
Blue Devils’ defense that tight-
ened the reins at the right time to
repulse the Panthers’ dangerous
running game that featured run-
ning back Anthony Goffe, a seem-
ingly tireless workhorse who car-
ried the ball an incredible 38

times totaling 170 yards, includ-
ing a 13-yard touchdown.

“He’s got a great combination,
speed and power. We’ve seen guys
a little more powerful. RJ [Milligan]
from Ridge! Big powerful guy!
We’ve seen quick guys from Lin-
den. He’s just a great combo of
both. He’s a great back and he’s
sure to go on and do great things,”
Blue Devil co-captain/linebacker
Shea Elliott expressed.

The rest of his team was held to
negative two yards on the ground
and quarterback Greg Verano
completed just six of 14 passes
for 45 yards, which included a
key interception by co-captain
Jacob Dayon that put the Blue
Devils in the position to score

their second touchdown.
When needed, the Blue Devils

cleverly shifted some of their
defensive men to the offense for
key blocking purposes and also
shifted some of their offensive
linemen to defensive side to add
more beef. Offensive linemen,
co-captain Jack McCauley and
Jordan Barham worked some
plays on defense and it paid off.
McCauley recorded a key sack on
the Panthers’ first series and
Barham may have sealed the
victory with a strip sack of Verano
with just a few minutes left in the
game, allowing co-captain Adam
McDaniel to scoop the fumble
and rumble into the end zone for
a 32-yard touchdown.

“We were down at the end of
the game, there was a minute,
minute and a half left. The quar-

terback scrambles out and he
[Barham] made an amazing play
on a read option and strip-sacked
the quarterback. Adam McDaniel
picked it up and returned it for a
touchdown,” McCauley de-
scribed.

“I lined up. I didn’t even know
he had the ball. I thought he
threw it. I staggered him. The
ball came loose. Adam took it to
the house,” Barham added.

The usual defensive senior line-
men and linebackers, Drew Ortiz,
co-captain Jake Vall-Llobera, Joe
San Giacomo, Rory McGovern,
along with Dayon and Elliott, also
got into the action to slow down
Goffe delivering cracking hits.

“We had some big seniors step
up in key times. Dayon, Drew,
Jordan! Jordan’s never played D-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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line. He put it a little more hum-
bly. Simply, he won us the game
there with that strip sack and
return for a touchdown. They had
strong runners and they had good
receivers. I am so proud of Jordan
Barham on that,” Elliott said.

Dayon rattled the Panthers’
spirits early in the second quar-
ter when he read Verano’s eyes.
As soon as the ball reached re-
ceiver Justin Bryant’s hands on
the right flats, Dayon was there
to deliver a six-yard throw for a
loss at the Panther 22. A poor
punt gave Westfield possession
at the Panther 47 then running
back Tim Alliegro broke free for a
47-yard TD with 9:25 lef in the
half. Aidan Boland kicked the
point after.

“We talked about that play in
film. Everybody did their job.
‘Vall’ made him throw it over and
I had time to get over there. It
was all of us. It wasn’t just me. I
came up with the play obviously
on the stat sheets but I don’t
care about that. Everybody did
their job on the play,” Dayon
emphasized.

Dayon was not finished wreck-
ing the Panthers’ dreams. On
their next series, he intercepted
Verano’s pass and returned it to
midfield. After a 37-yard recep-
tion by Griffin Rooney and later a
22-yard reception by Emmett
Smith that put the ball on the
one, Vall-Llobera smashed
through for the touchdown and a
14-0 lead with 5:32 on the clock.

“I saw it pop up. I had to come
down with it. I struggled last
year with picks and I ended up
with three this year, so I im-
proved on that. I was in cover-
age. It fell in my hands. It was a
blessing,” Dayon said.

Vall-Llobera was happy with
how his offense was able to pro-
duce fine blocking at the right
time.

“Absolutely! I love those guys.
Those are the guys we go against
every practice. We work each
other so hard and that’s why
both of the lines are the way they
are the last three years,” Vall-
Llobera explained.

Special teams played a major
role in the second half. Will

Kessler’s punt appeared to be
heading for the Panther end zone
but McDaniel got to the ball
quickly and downed it at the two.
Early in the fourth quarter Kessler
got off another fine punt that put
the Panthers deep in their own
territory. Then finally as time
was running down, Barham pulled
off his magical trick and McDaniel
glided into the end zone with
1:27 on the clock.

The master of “refuse to lose”
Dayon said, “We say that all the
time. We refuse to lose. It may
not be pretty how we win but a
‘W’ is still a ‘W’ on the record
books. That’s all that matters.
We take pride competing with
one another and we love being in
battles. That’s our mentality.”

“We refuse to lose. We had a
couple of close games. It didn’t
matter about the score, as long
as we win. It’s all that matters,”
Barham added.

“We trusted each other since
the beginning and we did it all 12
games. We took it game-by-
game,” Vall-Llobera said.

“No I never thought we would

be here. Deep down we wanted
to get here. We bore down. Ev-
ery day we practiced hard and
we knew we could get here,”
Barham said.

“The past three years they [pun-
dits] have been saying we were
going to lose, so this is nothing
different. People doubted us and
people doubted us all year long.
And that’s just overcoming this
adversity. It’s special,” Dayon
expressed.

“When I was playing PAL, we
never imagined it. We won our
first title in eighth grade. But it
really hasn’t sunk in yet. I’m sure
it will,” Elliott said.

With its third straight win, ac-
cording to a comment made by a
Leader volunteer photographer,
“Westfield has won more games
at MetLife the past three years
than the Giants have won this
year.”

“That is true! The lights are
going off here but it’s a great
feeling. It hasn’t sunk in yet but
give it 10 minutes and I will be in
tears. It’s a great game. I am
proud to play with my brothers

every day. I’m so happy that I’ve
never lost in my high school ca-
reer. It’s just a gift from God. I
pray for my teammates. I pray
for coach DeSarno. It was a group
effort. I am proud of everybody,”
McCauley expressed.

“We take pride in it. We think
this is our home field now.
Threepeat! How much better can
you end a career? These are the
guys I have grown up with since
third grade and this is the way I
wanted it to end,” Vall-Llobera
expressed.
BrH2O-Raritan   0   7   0   0 7
Westfield   0 14   0   6 20
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Blue Devils ‘Refuse to Lose’! Sink BrH2O, 20-7, for North 2, Group 5 Crown
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Blue Devils ‘Refuse to Lose’! Sink BrH2O, 20-7 for Title– photos by Charles Mulrooney
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* Lady Raiders Shared UCT Championship, Finished 15-4-1 Record in Soccer *
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* Lady Raiders Shared UCT Championship, Finished 15-4-1 Record in Soccer *
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* Cranford Cougars Relied on Running Game; Finished Football Season, 6-4 *
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* Lady Soccer Blue Devils Shared UCT Crown; Remained Unbeated at 19-0-2 *
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* Lady Soccer Blue Devils Shared UCT Crown; Remained Unbeated at 19-0-2 *

more photos next page
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* Lady Soccer Blue Devils Shared UCT Crown; Remained Unbeated at 19-0-2 *
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Redevelopment Proposals
Told for South Avenue II

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Russo
Development’s Ed Russo pre-
sented residents, at a Tuesday
night Town Hall meeting, with
two possible developments, one
which will eventually be devel-
oped at the South Avenue II site,
better known as the Casale/Petro
site. One development prospect
proposes 73 rental units and the
other proposes 52 for-sale
stacked townhome units. Mr.
Russo answered residents’ ques-
tions, while no development plan
will be made official until further
planning board review and bor-
ough council approval.

The 73-rental-unit structure
would yield 108 total bedrooms
while the 52-unit structure would
yield 130 total bedrooms. Mr.
Russo said community impact
studies have shown three-bed-
room units would result in four
to five times as many school
children (ages 5 to 18) as one-
bedroom units. Two-bedroom
units create two times as many
school-age children as one-bed-
room units, Mr. Russo said.

Russo attorney Christopher H.
Minks said on average two to
three children enter a school
system per 100 units developed,
according to statewide financial
impact studies.

Board of Education member
Sal Piarulli said Mr. Russo was
discounting his development in
Lyndhurst that resulted in the
doubling of a kindergarten class.

“Our district is getting younger
and younger,” Mr. Piarulli said.

Mr. Russo said no one person
can ever tell how many students
will move into a district or how
development will impact future
family progression as time
passes. Mr. Russo said it is im-

portant to look at comparable
developments, for example a
188-unit development in
Cranford. The impact on the
school district was “zero chil-
dren,” Mr. Russo said.

“It doesn’t matter, you cannot
prohibit rentals,” said Borough
Attorney Robert Renaud, re-
sponding to a resident inquiry on
whether the stacked townhomes
could be rented.

One resident said he feels
homeowners are more likely to
care about a community than a
tenant.

The 73-unit proposal would be
comprised of 39 one-bedroom
units, 19 two-bedroom units and
eight three-bedroom units, with

seven studio apartments. The
development would have one e-
shaped building allowing for 23
additional municipal parking
spaces. Twenty-five percent of
the property is open space.

Mr. Russo said the stacked
townhome development option
would provide a taller building
structure than the rental unit
development option.

Mr. Russo said a con from a
developer’s perspective is the
rental development offers 60
percent one-bedroom units. The
resident parking garage would
be accessed by veering right in
the semi-circle that also leads to
the front door.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAN FOR BIRCHWOOD...Pictured above is the conceptual plan of the new
development for 215-235 Birchwood Avenue, Cranford. The vegetation buffer
in the lower portion of the picture is the planned buffer for residents who live on
Wadsworth Terrace. Wadsworth residents had requested to deepen the buffer.

NJ Bankers Urge ‘No’ Vote
Of Tax Reform Legislation

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Bankers Association  (NJBankers)
is urging New Jersey members of
Congress to vote “no” on the
proposed tax reform bills in Con-
gress.

“While we support the concepts
of simplifying the tax code and
reducing both corporate and per-
sonal tax rates, we can’t support
doing so on the backs of New
Jersey taxpayers who already pay
more into the U.S. Treasury than
they receive back. NJBankers
represents nearly 100 commu-
nity banks in New Jersey and
these bills are bad for our mem-
bers because they’re bad for our
customers and bad for New
Jersey’s economy.

“While being billed as middle-
class tax relief, these bills will
sock middle class New Jersey
citizens with a tax bill by elimi-
nating or significantly reducing
the deductions for state and local
taxes. Furthermore, the bills limit
the deductibility of mortgage in-
terest for both primary mort-

gages and home equity lines of
credit. These incentives provide
a means to home ownership and
a method of financing home im-
provements. These deductions
should remain intact.

“We contend that real tax re-
form will lower tax rates and
stimulate the economy. These
bills do neither. In fact, they will
merely add costs to overbur-
dened New Jersey taxpayers
while driving down the value of
their largest asset, their home.
Further, these bills will acceler-
ate the outward migration of New
Jersey citizens to other states
and discourage borrowing and
capital investment.

“NJBankers is working with
members of Congress to restore
these deductions and make the
tax reform legislation fair for all
Americans, not just those living
in parts of the country. We will
continue to work with other like-
minded groups in New Jersey to
fight for real tax reform that is
truly growth oriented.”

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Trinity Collecting Funds
To Aid ‘Animal Project’

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, is collect-
ing money for the Episcopal Re-
lief & Development (ERD) “Ani-
mal Project” program through
Sunday, December 17.

“Almost one billion people are
affected by chronic hunger. The
ERD Animal Project gives fami-
lies and communities healthy
animals – goats, chickens, pigs
and cows – that can help gener-
ate income from the sale of prod-
ucts such as milk and cheese,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge.

“Our goal is to buy two sheep
and two goats this year,” he con-
tinued. “We invite everyone to
join us in helping this life-en-
hancing and economic project.”

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church, 119 Forest Avenue,
Cranford, N.J. 07016, or dropped
off at the church on Sunday morn-
ings or at the church office in
Witherington Hall. For more in-
formation, call Marion at (908)
245-1892.

Episcopal Relief & Develop-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The development proposal of
52 townhomes would include 26
two-bedroom units and a 26
three-bedroom mix. Sewer and
garbage costs would be paid for
by borough residents. The pre-
sentation depicted a four-build-
ing structure with 17 percent of
the property allocated to open
space.

“Aesthetically, the condo looks
like a cookie cutter or plain
oatmeal. No design,” said a resi-
dent in describing the stacked
townhome plan.

Mr. Russo replied that some-
times hypothetical computerized
configurations do not do a fin-
ished product justice when de-
termining the best aesthetics.

Director of Office of Emergency
Management Ken Capobianco
stated that he feels the financial
burden for the borough to re-
move waste from all the
townhomes could consume re-
sources and time.

The South Avenue development
would have two elevators avail-
able. Mr. Russo said, in theory,
the floor plan could be negoti-
ated, but the number of bed-
rooms for each possible devel-
opment will remain.

A Willow Avenue resident said
that Willow Avenue is a flood
zone. The resident questioned if
Mr. Russo understands the se-
verity to which residents have
been warned about flood risks by
environmental agencies. The
resident stated that his neigh-
bors and he will experience 18-
percent increases in flood-insur-
ance premiums.

Mr. Minks said the developer
cannot increase storm water run-
off and must create a runoff de-
tention system. He said the de-
tention system has been re-
viewed by appropriate third par-
ties who have determined the
plan to be above what is man-
dated.

The presentation was to keep

residents up to date with the
project and to receive resident
feedback on the development
type they would favor. Mr. Russo
said the South Avenue I develop-
ment will “hopefully” begin demo-
lition in early 2018, with con-
struction beginning in a six-
month period. South Avenue II
construction will not begin until
South Avenue I is substantially
rented. South Avenue I will have
298 units, of which 30 will be
classified as affordable.

South Avenue II is projected
for a construction start date
sometime in 2020, Mr. Russo
said.

ment, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of The
Episcopal Church to human suf-
fering in the world. Hearing God’s
call to seek and serve Christ in all
persons and to respect the dig-
nity of every human being, Epis-
copal Relief & Development
serves to bring together the gen-
erosity of Episcopalians and oth-
ers with the needs of the world.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make him known through
faith, fellowship, and service.”
Sunday services are at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org/
. Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through Kindergar-
ten. Further information about
TEDS is available by calling (908)
276-2881 or visiting
tedscranford.org.

GOLDEN CELEBRATION...Barbara Krause, left, historian, receives the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution 50 year Certificate from Mary Leonard, Regent.

Redevelopment for South Ave.

Trinity Collecting
Funds for Animals

Barbara Krause Celebrates 50 Years of
Service to Daughters of American Revolution
CRANFORD – At the October

meeting of the Crane’s Ford chap-
ter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), Barbara
Krause was honored for her 50
years of membership in the DAR.
A Cranford resident, Ms. Krause
has actively participated with the
chapter and served as Regent
from 1998 to 2005.

Most recently, she has served
as historian of the chapter for
more than 17 years. Ms. Krause
has chaired the American His-
tory Committee and was respon-
sible for the American History

Essay Contest in the Cranford
schools for many years.

As the chapter historian, Ms.
Krause was instrumental in get-
ting the committee of individuals
who saved the historic murals,
hanging in the Cranford Town-
ship Committee Room, recog-
nized with a Historic Preserva-
tion Award from the National
Society of the DAR in 2015.  The
late Larry Fuhro, a former
Cranford High School history
teacher and township historian,
was recognized for his effort to
save the historic murals.

In prior years, Ms. Krause
worked tirelessly to get the late
Robert Fridlington, Cranford his-
torian, and professor emeritus of
history at Kean University,
awarded the National DAR His-
tory Award Gold Medal. Ms.
Krause also recognized the late
Paul J. Lioy, Rutgers University
professor, environmental health
scientist, worldwide speaker and
author, awarding him the DAR
Founders Award, The Ellen Hardin
Walworth Medal for Patriotism in
2009. This award was in recogni-
tion of Dr. Lioy’s work on World
Trade Center dust-related issues
in the aftermath of 9/11.

Ms. Krause has served on many
chapter committees, including
the American Heritage/Conser-
vation, Ways and Means, Bylaw,
and Program. For over 23 years
she has been an active partici-
pant with the DAR Service to
Veterans Committee, visiting the
veterans at the VA Health Care
facility in Basking Ridge with the
chapter.

Along with all the work she has
done for the Crane’s Ford DAR
chapter, Ms. Krause is an active
member of the Cranford commu-
nity, serving on various commit-
tees or commissions.

The Crane’s Ford chapter was
chartered by the National Soci-
ety in 1944.  The NSDAR is a
volunteer women’s service orga-
nization dedicated to promoting
patriotism, historic preservation,
service to veterans and mean-
ingful community service. Mem-
bership is open to any woman,
18 years or older, who can prove
lineal, bloodline descent from an
ancestor who aided in achieving
American independence. For ad-
ditional information or to make
an application for membership,
contact Registrar Patty
Campanelli at
patushkat@aol.com.



We are the Gerckens Family, lifelong Westfield residents.  We love 
our older homes and where others see “tear downs,” we see 
“diamonds in the rough.”  We value your house more than the 
land beneath it, so we may pay more, and never destroy—only en-
hance—your home after the sale. 

We make fair and attractive offers, with no inspections or 
home preparation and no commissions involved.  Does this 
sound like the right way for you to sell your well loved home?  We are 
buying now, and we can only buy one at a time, so. . . 

Call Our Agent Now!   

Scott Gleason, Sales Assoc. RE/MAX Select  908-233-9292  


