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Garwood Dems, GOP
Candidates Faceoff in Debate

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Jennifer
Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow re-
peatedly derided incumbent Repub-
lican Councilman Jim Mathieu as a
“bully” and “fear mongerer” at their
debate last Thursday while largely
ignoring his running mate Tony Mo-
rales, who countered that the Demo-
cratic council hopefuls contradicted
their own plea for civility.

“He has used his power to intimi-
date and bully others because he puts
partisan politics ahead of taxpayers,”
Mr. Lazarow said referring to Mr.
Mathieu in his opening statement at
The Pointe condominium complex.
“This has created an environment on

council so toxic that this has effec-
tively made getting things done nearly
impossible.”

The four traded comments regard-
ing several issues for approximately
90 minutes, most notably about the
proposed redevelopment of the
blighted Casale-Petro industrial prop-
erties on South Avenue. The 19th-
century sites have been the subject of
intense scrutiny by the planning board
and council for more than two years.

At stake is the seat of Mr. Mathieu,
seeking a third three-year term, as
well as that of fellow Republican Mike
Martin, who frequently has voted with
the Democrats but is not seeking a
second term.

After both Mr. Lazarow and Ms.
Blumenstock decried Mr. Mathieu,
he declared that he wasn’t going react
in kind, but rather use the time to talk
about his six years on council. Mr.
Morales, however, used his closing
statement to accuse the Democrats of
being hypocritical.

“They have a campaign based on
civility,” Mr. Morales said after refer-
ring to “attacks” on Mr. Mathieu.
“But it’s a little bit of hypocrisy when
you’re saying there’s no civility but
yet every other day I’m getting things
in the mail that my running mate’s a
bully. I wish I didn’t have to experi-
ence that here, but I guess that’s part
of the experience.”

The crowd for the annual gathering

was slightly less than the previous
two years, with many people standing
in the back of the age-restricted con-
dominium complex’s relatively small
community room, but not the seem-
ingly shoulder-to-shoulder experience
of recent debates.

The event, in which each candidate
had two minutes to questions pro-
posed by moderator and Pointe com-
munications committee chairman Bill
Connelly, began with Casale-Petro.

All four candidates acknowledged
that the maximum of 315 units for the
5.3-acre parcel, the most contentious
portion of the redevelopment plan
approved by the planning board in
April, was too many.

Ms. Blumenstock suggested nego-
tiating for changes but “without pitch-
forks” and said that “we now have to
re-educate” the residents because of
misinformation she blamed on Mr.
Mathieu.

“Sometimes we have to listen to the
experts,” she said.

Mr. Mathieu countered that “a battle
of the experts” would likely result in
a stalemate. He added that those in
favor of the redevelopment plan had
offered “mood music” that if the pro-
posal was not approved the town
would be “sued by the developer”
with Garwood having to “negotiate
with guns to our heads.”

Also bantered back and forth were
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE...The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) has
raised 70 percent of their operational budget so far and hopes a holiday mailer will
provide the remaining funds necessary to properly support the squad’s opera-
tions. Those who would like to donate, please visit the website
www.westfieldrescuesquad.org or send a donation to the squad at 335 Watterson
Street.  Pictured, from left to right, are: WVRS crew members, Ed Hance, John
Doolan, Kevin Torres, Estelle Cervantes, Brayan Zambrano, Melissa Velasquez,
Cindy Pineros, Sergio Guzman.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
BE CAREFUL....Brian and Dennis Concha of think d’sign print with their
scarecrow creation in front of their shop at Sunday’s Annual Downtown
Cranford Halloween Scarecrows event.

Courtesy of Patty C. Kelly
READY FOR HALLOWEEN...This home on the Boulevard in Westfield is decorated for Halloween.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
GOING TO THE CANDIDATES' DEBATE...The Pointe condominium complex
communications committee chairman Bill Connelly, center, introduces the par-
ticipants at last Thursday's Garwood Borough Council candidates' debate, from
left to right, Democrats Jennifer Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow, and incumbent
Republican Jim Mathieu and his running mate Tony Morales.

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
OK’s Bovella’s Café on Rt. 22

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – In a 5-to-2
vote, members of the board of adjust-
ment granted permission to the
Bovella’s 22 Real Estate Group to re-
establish a restaurant use for the prop-
erty located at 1085 Route 22 as a
café and an on-site bakery. The per-
mission was granted at the board’s
regularly scheduled meeting on Tues-
day evening and was a continuation
of testimony that was heard at last
month’s meeting.

Testimony was heard last month
and this month from the current owner
of the Westfield-based Bovella’s
Pastry Shoppe, Ralph Bencivenga,
who stated that the new café would
provide a “place for customers to sit
and eat” the bakery’s specialty treats
along with soup, salads and sand-
wiches. This is something Mr.
Bencivenga stated was not done at
the current location on East Broad
Street in Westfield.

He had stated that this current bak-
ery was utilized for patrons to buy the
bakery’s goods and for making the
cakes, cookies and pastries for the
other local businesses operated by
the owner and family members in-
cluding Ferraro’s in Westfield and the
Primavera Regency in Stirling.

Last month’s testimony was heard
regarding the use of the new facility
which will be to expand production
of their baked goods for area restau-
rants and catering facilities and to
operate a 42-seat café. This month’s
meeting heard testimony from Pro-
fessional Planner James Watson of
EKA Associates in Scotch Plains, that
the seating in the café would be up-
graded to 72 seats.

According to last month’s testi-
mony, the facility was last operated as

Raagini Indian Restaurant in 2013
with 112 seats available to custom-
ers.

According to Mr. Bencivenga, the
new facility will be baking and serv-
ing customers from 7 a.m. until 11
p.m. daily with peak hours falling
from noon to 4 p.m. during the week
and from noon to 9 p.m. on the week-
ends. It was also noted that the facil-
ity would only be employing eight
employees at any given time, evenly
distributing them between working
as wait staff in the café and bakers.

When asked about deliveries, Mr.
Bencivenga stated that there were
two times a day that the restaurant
would be delivering their goods in
either box trucks or vans and three
times a week that the facility would
be receiving supplies. He also noted
that when the delivery vehicles owned
by the café and bakery were not in use
they would be housed off site.

Project architect, Robert Algarin,
had stated last month the facility
“badly needed renovation after being
vacant for three years.” He stated the
food preparation area would be about
three times the size as it was before,
going from 880 square feet to 2,380
square feet, and that the refrigeration
area needed to be expanded by 600
square feet.

This month he noted that all three
signs were compliant with the
borough’s codes that were question-
able last month and that plans had
been altered to include more seating
by taking out some of the display
area. He also noted the new plans
included two cash register areas in-
stead of the original plan of three.

Project Engineer Thomas Quinn
testified that the new facility had reno-
vated plans since last month’s testi-

Cranford BOE: Birchwood to
Add $1.6 Mil. In School Costs

Financial Advisor Sought
For Casale/Petro Site

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Birchwood
Avenue development that will bring
360 new apartments in the township is
expected to add $1.6 million in operat-
ing costs to the Cranford public school
system, and that does not include costs
that would be associated with children
with special needs, Board of Education
President Kurt Petschow, Jr. said Tues-
day at the public township committee
meeting. The influx of new school chil-
dren also will impinge on curriculum
and space, as well as the long-term
goals to have a computer for every
student and the initiatives of personal
learning. “This past year we made space

for a pilot program for
kindergarten…we had to take out the
art room” at Bloomingdale Avenue
School, he said.

“We are limited of what we can and
can’t do…but we’re looking at all of
our options,” Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

Cranford Development Associates,
LLC had filed a builder’s remedy law-
suit against the township and won, even
after the township appealed the deci-
sion by the state Superior Court of New
Jersey. Diggers have already begun
work on the properties on Birchwood
Avenue. A construction schedule was
not yet known, but the builder has vis-
ited the township’s building depart-
ment, Mayor Kalnins told The Westfield

Leader.
Public safety also was a topic that

was discussed in the workshop session
Monday and the public meeting Tues-
day. The council has agreed to have the
police department recommend inter-
sections for placement of pedestrian
crossing stanchions to aid in the safe
crossing of pedestrians. Most recently,
a resident had requested a crossing
guard be placed on Springfield Avenue
and Doering Way where parents and
children cross to walk to Brookside
Place Elementary School. At one time
a crossing guard was stationed there.
Police Chief James Wozniak and Lieu-
tenant Edward Davenport Monday had
said the department had studied the
area and the counts were not high enough
to warrant a crossing guard. They said
on average four children and parents
and 17 teenagers were counted cross-
ing the road during school drop-off and
pick-up times, compared to 40 to 70
kids at West End and Springfield Av-
enue where the crosswalk is to the high
school. There currently is a crossing
guard at West End.

The stanchions cost $350 each and
the committee is determining if they
have a budget for 10 of them. Tuesday
night, Commissioners Patrick Giblin
and Tom Hannen, Jr. announced they
have donated one stanchion to the town-
ship. Mr. Giblin held up the stanchion
during his announcement.

Mr. Giblin, when he came on board
as commissioner last year, had inquired
about additional safety measures on
Springfield Avenue.

Mr. Giblin stated in the conference
session Tuesday that the finance direc-
tor had said there was funds left over in
an emergency management budget that
could be earmarked for the stanchions.

He said Monday that he also was in
favor of placing one on Lexington Av-
enue by Unami Park.

Also Tuesday, Lexington Avenue

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil approved a resolution on Tuesday
night to seek bids for a financial advisor
related to the Casale/Petro redevelop-
ment proposed on South Avenue. The
resolution was passed without com-
ments from the council.

Resident Pat DiFabio asked Coun-
cilman Jim Mathieu if the Casale/Petro
property has been sold. Mr. DiFabio
also said he did not want Acme to
occupy the site, citing concerns of traf-
fic and parking as seen at the ShopRite
on North Avenue.

Mr. DiFabio also questioned Mr.
Mathieu’s statement that proposed a
smaller project at the Casale/Petro site.
Mr. Mathieu said he was unsure how
much smaller than the proposed 315
units that he had envisioned.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco ques-
tioned the retroactive nature of a pro-
posed resolution from Councilman Jo-
seph Sarno in opposition to the state’s
impending 23-cent gas tax hike.

Council President Louis Petruzelli
expressed his support for the proposal,
commenting that a hike of half the size

would win his approval. Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro said she was on board
with the proposal. Councilman Mathieu
said he drives 86 miles per day, and that
the added costs to businesses will filter
through to everyone. Mr. Mathieu
pointed out that New Jersey pays twice
what New York pays for road projects.
He said that the legislation does noth-
ing about the bloated costs.

Discussion of painting a blue stripe
between the pair of yellow lines in the
center of the roadway on some borough
roads was also held. Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello said it would cost
$750 to repaint the portion of the road-
way being repaved at the intersection of
South Avenue and Center Street. The
cost would rise to $5,100 to take it all
the way through the borough, he said.

Mr. Petruzelli also suggested paint-
ing red, white and blue lines with the
red added to represent the Garwood
Fire Department and the white repre-
senting Emergency Medical Services.
Mr. Guarriello said if the line was painted
as part of the intersection rebuilding the
cost could likely be passed to the Union
County government, as the project was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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County Reveals Clubhouse
Plans For Ash Brook Course

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU.  

100 Monroe Street  |  Bridgewater, NJ 08807  |  ArborGlen.org  |  1-800-390-3049Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.

STORY
Your We are Charlotte and Wayne McAffee and our happy retirement story began a little over  

19 years ago because that’s when we discovered Arbor Glen. With the support of our three  
daughters, we became founding members of the community. Right away, we knew it was  
going to be much more than a building. The people were authentic, their lives interesting and  
we all genuinely cared for one another. Today,  
we’re pleased to say not much has changed.    

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ash Brook
Golf Course on Raritan Road plans
to replace its existing clubhouse and
build a new facility that is expected
to be open by the spring of 2018.

The total cost of the project is
listed at $6.4 million in Union County
capital budget with nearly $6.1 mil-
lion being bonded as “estimated
debt,” according to the 2016 county
budget.

Representatives from the county-
run course briefed the township pan-
ning board about the plans on Mon-
day night, with Armendo Sanchez,
director of recreational facilities for
Union County, saying the new two-
story building, which will be located
where the present structure is, will
be about 20,000-square feet in size.
The lower level will be used prima-
rily to store golf carts, which Ash
Brook plans to switch from gas-pow-
ered to electric. Upstairs, plans call
for a restaurant — a “gastro pub with
a modern flair,” as Mr. Sanchez put
it — that will seat 100 patrons and
open onto a large patio that will
expand capacity in the warm weather
months. Outside, a pond will replace
the practice green, which will be
moved to a location between the first
and 10th tees.

Mr. Sanchez told the board that

the razing of the present building
will occur next spring, with con-
struction of the new facility starting
soon after. He emphasized that the
golf course will remain open during
next year’s process and that a double-
wide trailer will be parked at the site
to provide all the usual services —
including food — to golfers.

While no formal vote of approval
was required, board members were
generally enthusiastic about Ash
Brook’s plans. Mayor Kevin Glover
said the new clubhouse “is going to
be a fine addition to our community.”

In other business, the board re-
ceived letters from representatives
of New Cingular Wireless updating
the board on its progress in returning
its cellular telephone antennas to
PSE&G transmission towers from
two temporary locations on the south
side of town. In the spring, the board
had grudgingly granted New
Cingular another year’s extension to
keep temporary cellular antennas at
Ash Brook Nursing Home on Raritan
Road and at Parker Gardens on Terrill
Road while upgrades to PSE&G
transmission towers are completed.

Planning Board Chairwoman
Theresa Flood said the letters recently
received indicated that New Cingular
is “attempting to continually move
along” with restoring its antennas on
the PSE& towers.

Photo courtesy of  Matt Steitz
NEW WHEELS...Cranford’s new firetruck is a 2017 Pierce Velocity 100-foot
Rear Mount Tower Ladder Truck that pumps 2,000 gallons per minute with 300
gallons of on board water. The truck is dedicated to PJC Stephen Benish who was
killed in action on November 28, 2004 while serving in Iraq. He joined the Army
at age 18 and was stationed in Korea and then Iraq where he was shot and killed
by an Iraqi sniper, at the age of 19. Benish joined the CFD at age 14 as an Explorer
and at age 18 as a callman. He was from Clark. "He was a class act," Firefighter
Stephen Steitz told The Westfield Leader.

Courtesy of Chris Loder
LEADER AT PENN STATE...Five current Westfield residents hold up The
Westfield Leader inside Beaver Stadium during Penn State's upset win over No. 2
Ohio State on Saturday night. Pictured, from left to right, are: Bill Kane, Rich
Bodmer, Chris Loder, Tom Cox and Mark Szollar.

LEADER IN RWANDA...Daniel Caramagno of Westfield, with The Westfield
Leader, drills drinking water wells with Living Water International and Liquid
Church, for the people of the Ruhango District of Rwanda.

NEWEST MEMBERS...The Westfield  UNICO Chapter inducted  two new
members,  Stephanie Fleming and James Monticello, at their September dinner
meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ms. Fleming and her sponsor, UNICO
secretary Sandra Giordano; Mr. Monticello and his sponsor, Sergeant-at-Arms
Richard Esposito; Robert Tarte, chapter president, and Anthony Bengivenga,
membership and retention director.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Township Considering Sale,
Development of Hedge Site

resident George Galvin said that in the
past 90 days he has had two vehicles
totaled, resulting in $24,000 in dam-
age, due to his vehicles, while parked,
being hit by vehicles driving down Lex-
ington Avenue. “There is little control
over there,” he said. He requested “ap-
propriate action” be taken to alleviate
the problems. The road is due to be
repaved soon, Mayor Kalnins said. The
committee said it would look into traf-
fic-calming devices.

Brian Koshney was promoted to the
position of call lieutenant within the
Fire Department. He has been a volun-
teer member of the Cranford Fire De-
partment since 1995.

Fire Chief Daniel Czeh also an-
nounced the department has received
its new ladder truck and has begun
training on it. The truck was dedicated
to PJC Stephen Benish. PJC Benish
died on November 28, 2004 while serv-
ing in Iraq. He joined the Army at age
18 and was stationed in Korea and then
Iraq, where he was shot and killed by an
Iraqi sniper, at the age of 19. PJC Benish
joined the Cranford Fire Department at
age 14 as an Explorer and at age 18 as
a callman. He was from Clark. “He was
a class act,” Firefighter Stephen Steitz
told The Leader.

Two ordinances were introduced
Tuesday. The first ordinance amended
Chapter 28 of the Fire Department and
Chapter A266 of the Fire Department
Rules and Regulations. The fire depart-
ment will now report to the township
administrator and the fire chief, whereas
previously the department was under
the control of the commissioner ap-
pointed by the township committee.
This amendment makes it the same as
all the other departments, Mayor
Kalnins told The Leader.

An ordinance was amended to state
landlords shall supply heat at a mini-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council last week took a step
toward the possible sale and rede-
velopment of the so-called “hedge
property” by formally asking the
planning board to investigate the
wisdom of designating that prop-
erty as an area in need of redevelop-
ment.

The grassy rectangular-shaped lot
that fronts Park Avenue between the
municipal building and the Darby
Road pub has been on the radar for
sale and commercial development
for years. The hedge property itself
is about 130 feet long and 45 feet
wide, and it’s likely that a small
portion of the municipal parking lot
would also need to be included in
the development in order to accom-
modate any reasonably-sized com-
mercial enterprises that might lo-
cate there.

As part of its discussion of busi-
ness district revitalization, the coun-
cil has zeroed in on the hedge prop-
erty as a first step in reviving the
overall downtown. Earlier this
month, Woo Kim — from the
Wallace Roberts & Todd planning
firm that was hired to oversee busi-
ness district revitalization — told
the governing body that declaring
the property as an area in need of
redevelopment would give the mu-
nicipal government control over the
type of building that would be built
there. He also said developing the
hedge property would “set the tone”
for the overall business district de-
velopment effort, a sentiment ech-
oed at that same meeting by Town-
ship Manager Al Mirabella, who
said that developing the hedge lot
could create a “ripple effect” for the
rest of the area.

In other business last week, the
council gave final approval to an
ordinance that adds seven streets to
the list of roads where parking will
be prohibited during snowstorms
so that snow plowing and removal
may easily take place. The affected
thoroughfares are Church Street
between Park Avenue and Forest
Road, Redwood Road between
Westfield Road and Muir Terrace,
Homestead Terrace between
Westfield Road and Muir Terrace,
the entire length of Evergreen Av-
enue, Portland Avenue between
Westfield Road and Watchung View,
the entire length of Evelyn Avenue
and Aberdeen Drive between Kevin
Road and Highlander Drive.

The council also rejected a sec-
ond round of bids to replace the
heating-air conditioning and venti-
lation system at the township li-
brary. The first round in July re-
sulted in eight bids being received,
none of which were within the bud-
geted amount for the project. A sec-
ond round in September yielded six
bids, with none again within the
budgetary limits. State statute per-
mits a contract to be negotiated and
awarded by the council without fur-
ther public advertising if two rounds
of bids have been received and re-
jected.

The council also approved the
purchase of 16 mobile radios for
the police department at a cost not
to exceed $59,564 from Motorola
Solutions in Woodcliff Lake.

Township Manager Mirabella
said the county will be donating a
senior citizens van to Scotch Plains

to complement the newly-acquired
senior citizens bus in helping to
transport seniors to and from ap-
pointments, shopping excursions
and the like. He also announced that
PSE&G has donated 82 trees that
were planted at the Shady Rest club-
house at Scotch Hills Country Club,
the former zoo property that is now
a park and the site of the historic
Frazee House and community gar-
den and the Southside soccer field
behind the fire house.

Deputy Mayor Rose Checchio an-
nounced that three county grants
had been secured, with $50,000 ear-
marked for new bathrooms and for
playground equipment at Greenside
Park, $20,000 for engineering work
pertaining to the Terrill Middle
School field refurbishment and
$3,750 for trees.

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Checchio read a proclamation de-
claring October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month while Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella read a
proclamation designating Saturday,
November 26, as Small Business
Saturday.

mum of 68 degrees during the periods
of October 1 to May 1, whereas previ-
ously it began November 1.

A new senior paratransit bus was
authorized to be purchased at a low bid
of $62,980.

7-Eleven has filed a lawsuit against
the township and the mayor and town-
ship committee because of the recent
passage of an amended ordinance that
does not permit 24-hour operations of
convenience stores or gas stations. The
amendment disallows operations for
convenience stores and gasoline sta-
tions between the hours of midnight and
5 a.m. that are located within 200 feet of
residential property. The township met
in executive session to discuss it.

The committee also asked residents
to not drink alcohol while trick-or-treat-
ing on Halloween. Chairman of the
Municipal Alliance Bill Ilaria told the
committee there were complaints last
year about this situation.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
DON’T BE SCARED....The Coon family admiries a scarecrow at Sunday’s
Annual Downtown Cranford Halloween Scarecrows event.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW Election
issues concerning taxes, traffic re-
lated to Casale, property re-evalua-
tions and shared-service agreements.

Mr. Lazarow declared that the
shared-service deal with Fanwood
regarding the department of public
works – which resulted in the dis-
missal of long-time supervisor Fred
Corbitt in the summer of 2015 amid
much rancor on council – “clearly did
work.”

Mr. Mathieu, he said, was clearly
adamant against the agreement but
didn’t attempt to undo it when Re-
publicans nominally took control of
council in January.

Mr. Mathieu said that both Demo-
crats members of council and Repub-
lican Mike Martin publicly declared
that such a consideration was “off the
table.”

“Democrats will compromise,” he
said. “But only when they lose.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bovella’s
mony, noting the seating change and
that the parking lot would now house
two handicapped spaces instead of
the one space that had been pro-
vided.

Some residents had testified that
the new Echo Tap Restaurant and
Bar had already increased traffic to
an unsafe volume and voiced con-
cerns over the new café.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
voiced concerned over the projected
retail use of the café noting that
bakery goods could be purchased at
the site. He said he was concerned
over the “strained use.”

Board President John Tomaine
also was concerned about the added
strain on the area. Mr. Tomaine
and Mr. Disko voted no on the
application.

Many conditions were placed on
the granted use including a one-way
traffic flow around the building and
not allowing overnight parking or
overnight deliveries.

Courtesy of Patty C. Kelly
TRICK OR TREAT...Halloween decorations are on display along Boulevard in
Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Casale/Petro
coming in under budget. No action was
taken on this matter.

A group of resolutions were ap-
proved. Those included a payment of
$74,160 to CMS Construction for side-
walk replacement; an agreement with
the Teamsters Union covering 2016
through 2019; a request for proposals
for professional services for 2017 for a
borough attorney, a labor attorney, a tax
appeals attorney, contractual engineer-
ing, a municipal prosecutor, and a mu-
nicipal public defender; hiring Timo-
thy Hoffman as appraiser for tax ap-
peals for 2016 and 2017; and an access
agreement covering 114 Center Street
for access related to environmental
remediation.
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Township Considering Sale,
Development of Hedge Site

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council last week took a step
toward the possible sale and rede-
velopment of the so-called “hedge
property” by formally asking the
planning board to investigate the
wisdom of designating that prop-
erty as an area in need of redevelop-
ment.

The grassy rectangular-shaped lot
that fronts Park Avenue between the
municipal building and the Darby
Road pub has been on the radar for
sale and commercial development
for years. The hedge property itself
is about 130 feet long and 45 feet
wide, and it’s likely that a small
portion of the municipal parking lot
would also need to be included in
the development in order to accom-
modate any reasonably-sized com-
mercial enterprises that might lo-
cate there.

As part of its discussion of busi-
ness district revitalization, the coun-
cil has zeroed in on the hedge prop-
erty as a first step in reviving the
overall downtown. Earlier this
month, Woo Kim — from the
Wallace Roberts & Todd planning
firm that was hired to oversee busi-
ness district revitalization — told
the governing body that declaring
the property as an area in need of
redevelopment would give the mu-
nicipal government control over the
type of building that would be built
there. He also said developing the
hedge property would “set the tone”
for the overall business district de-
velopment effort, a sentiment ech-
oed at that same meeting by Town-
ship Manager Al Mirabella, who
said that developing the hedge lot
could create a “ripple effect” for the

rest of the area.
In other business last week, the

council gave final approval to an
ordinance that adds seven streets to
the list of roads where parking will
be prohibited during snowstorms
so that snow plowing and removal
may easily take place. The affected
thoroughfares are Church Street
between Park Avenue and Forest
Road, Redwood Road between
Westfield Road and Muir Terrace,
Homestead Terrace between
Westfield Road and Muir Terrace,
the entire length of Evergreen Av-
enue, Portland Avenue between
Westfield Road and Watchung
View, the entire length of Evelyn
Avenue and Aberdeen Drive be-
tween Kevin Road and Highlander
Drive.

The council also rejected a sec-
ond round of bids to replace the
heating-air conditioning and venti-
lation system at the township li-
brary. The first round in July re-
sulted in eight bids being received,
none of which were within the bud-
geted amount for the project. A sec-
ond round in September yielded six
bids, with none again within the
budgetary limits. State statute per-
mits a contract to be negotiated and
awarded by the council without fur-
ther public advertising if two rounds
of bids have been received and re-
jected.

The council also approved the
purchase of 16 mobile radios for
the police department at a cost not
to exceed $59,564 from Motorola
Solutions in Woodcliff Lake.

Township Manager Mirabella
said the county will be donating a
senior citizens van to Scotch Plains
to complement the newly-acquired

Three Candidates Vie for Two
SP-F School Board Positions

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Five candi-
dates assembled at the Meet the Can-
didates’ Night, sponsored and moni-
tored by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
PTA, on Monday night to offer their
view points and answer questions in
anticipation of the Tuesday Novem-
ber 8 school election, part of the gen-
eral ballot.

Incumbent Board President Nancy
Bauer, incumbent board member
Charlotte Schirmer and newcomer
Stephanie Surianiare, are battling for
two open spots on the board repre-
senting Scotch Plains.

Newcomer Suriani was the first of
the three candidates to speak at the

forum and told the board community
involvement is at the core of her per-
sonal and professional values.

“It has always been a personal and
professional goal of mine to expand
my involvement into my own com-
munity and serve on the school board,”
Ms. Suriani told her audience.

Ms. Suriani works professionally
as a licensed clinical social worker in
New Jersey. Additionally, she cur-
rently acts a field liaison for Rutgers
School of Social Work.

As a married mother of a McGinn
third grader and 4-year-old who will
attend McGinn next year, Ms.
Suriani’s community service involves
being an early childhood committee
volunteer, swim team parent, and

MLK Day of Service volunteer.
“I bring passion and enthusiasm

and a fresh set of eyes to the board,
viewing things from the lens of a
parent with young children in our
school,” Ms. Suriani told her listen-
ers.

In answering questions on a num-
ber of issues Ms. Suriani commented
that she believes the greatest success
in Cranford is a 98 percent gradua-
tion rate, along with the success of the
new all-day kindergarten program.

The biggest challenge Ms. Suriani
feels the district faces is to continue
funding these wonderful programs
and monitoring school safety.

Ms. Suriani told her audience there
should be more opportunities for au-
thentic learning for different grade
levels and the discussion of current
events should be integrated into the
curriculum.

The second candidate to share her
views competing for the position was
Ms. Schirmer, a board member for
the past three years and resident of
Scotch Plains for the past 21 years.

A widowed, semi-retired mother of
a grown daughter, with a good deal of
time on her hands, Ms. Schirmer, is
looking to continue the volunteer work
she has been involved in throughout
her life. Ms. Schirmer is the first
female to ever act as usher at her
church, is involved with a number of
activities related to her church and
has been involved with charities for
the homeless and animal shelters.

“I respect and am dedicated to our
educational system and our students,”
Ms. Schirmer relayed to the public.

In responding to questions, Ms.
Schirmer expressed pride in the new
all-day kindergarten Program. Ms.
Schirmer noted the challenge of moni-
toring the schools for safety issues,
but pointed out recent steps taken by
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CREATIVE HALLOWEEN SCENE...This home on North Avenue in Fanwood is decorated for Holloween, this Monday,
October 31.

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER...A Fanwood group is shown after the Lace Race
in Thompson Park, Jamesburg, N.J.,  a race sponsored by Chelsea Senior Living
in support of Alzheimer’s New Jersey. The walk, which included all 13 of Chelsea
New Jersey’s senior living communities, raised more than $32,000.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARKING CONCERNS...Scotch Plains Republican mayoral candidate Al Smith
showed up Friday at around 6:45 a.m. to address Scotch Plains residents waiting for
a parking pass at Fanwood Borough Hall.Scotch Plains residents are charged $648 for
parking passes, nearly double that of their Fanwood counterparts, to park at the
Fanwood Train Station for the NJ Transit train to Newark and New York.

Robyn Orr-Gioffre for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LISTENING TO THE CANDIDATES...Members of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood community listen to candidates for the board of education discuss
issues at a forum held Monday night.

PARCC Results Examined
At SP-F BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Year two
PARCC (Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Ca-
reers) results were discussed at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting on Thursday night.

Joan Mast, the assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum, instruction
and technology, assisted by K-12
Math Supervisor John Veninger and
K-12 English Supervisor Elizabeth
McKenna, presented district-wide
PARCC results to the board.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, stu-
dents took the PARCC English Lan-
guage Arts and Literacy Assessments
(ELA/L) in grades 3 to 11 and took
the PARCC Mathematics Assess-
ments in grades 3 to 8 and end of
course assessments in Algebra I,
Geometry and Algebra II.

Ms. Mast noted “there were no
surprises” in the findings, and the
district “outperformed the state” by
a good margin. The district still has
some students opt out of taking the
test, mostly 11th graders, and Ms.
Mast made clear “that becomes a
variable for us to consider.”

There are five proficiency levels
for the PARCC test: did not yet meet
expectations, partially met expecta-
tions, approached expectations, met
expectations and exceeded expec-
tations. The last two levels are those
considered to be “passing.”

In all cases in Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood, the results show “double digit
leads” over the averages for both
New Jersey and all other states par-
ticipating.

On the Mathematics Assessment,
72.6 percent of the third grade stu-
dents in district met expectations,
compared to 51.7 percent in New
Jersey and 44 percent in other states.

On the Language Arts and Lit-
eracy Assessment portion 70.2 per-
cent of third grade students in dis-

trict met expectations, compared to
47.6 percent in New Jersey and 39.7
percent in other states.

While Ms. Mast acknowledged
that the results of the test are “one
piece of data” that do not tell the
whole story for any child, she made
clear the data would be used to “take
a deeper dive into the curriculum”
and to help individual students.

Math Supervisor, Mr. Veninger,
made clear he was “very pleased”
with the results but noted he is
“never satisfied.”

On the elementary level, Mr.
Veninger observed that fractions for
fifth graders appeared to an area
with “room for growth.”

On the high school level, Mr.
Veninger indicated he would love
to see “increased participation.”

English Supervisor Ms. McKenna
also indicated she was “overall, very
pleased” with this year’s results.

Ms. McKenna noted growth in
areas on the elementary level there
was significant improvement in
reading information text in the con-
tent areas of social studies and sci-
ence. Ms. McKenna attributed the
successes a result of increased em-
phasis on instruction in that type of
text through guided readings.

“On the secondary level our writ-
ing skills were off the charts,” Ms.

County Reveals Clubhouse
Plans For Ash Brook Course

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ash Brook
Golf Course on Raritan Road plans to
replace its existing clubhouse and
build a new facility that is expected to
be open by the spring of 2018.

The total cost of the project is listed
at $6.4 million in Union County capi-
tal budget with nearly $6.1 million
being bonded as “estimated debt,”
according to the 2016 county budget.

Representatives from the county-
run course briefed the township pan-
ning board about the plans on Mon-
day night, with Armendo Sanchez,
director of recreational facilities for
Union County, saying the new two-
story building, which will be located
where the present structure is, will be
about 20,000-square feet in size. The
lower level will be used primarily to
store golf carts, which Ash Brook
plans to switch from gas-powered to
electric. Upstairs, plans call for a
restaurant — a “gastro pub with a
modern flair,” as Mr. Sanchez put it

— that will seat 100 patrons and open
onto a large patio that will expand
capacity in the warm weather months.
Outside, a pond will replace the prac-
tice green, which will be moved to a
location between the first and 10th
tees.

Mr. Sanchez told the board that the
razing of the present building will
occur next spring, with construction
of the new facility starting soon after.
He emphasized that the golf course
will remain open during next year’s
process and that a double-wide trailer
will be parked at the site to provide all
the usual services — including food
— to golfers.

While no formal vote of approval
was required, board members were
generally enthusiastic about Ash
Brook’s plans. Mayor Kevin Glover
said the new clubhouse “is going to
be a fine addition to our community.”

In other business, the board re-
ceived letters from representatives of
New Cingular Wireless updating the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU.  

100 Monroe Street  |  Bridgewater, NJ 08807  |  ArborGlen.org  |  1-800-390-3049Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

BELONGS here.

STORY
Your We are Charlotte and Wayne McAffee and our happy retirement story began a little over  

19 years ago because that’s when we discovered Arbor Glen. With the support of our three  
daughters, we became founding members of the community. Right away, we knew it was  
going to be much more than a building. The people were authentic, their lives interesting and  
we all genuinely cared for one another. Today,  
we’re pleased to say not much has changed.    

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

senior citizens bus in helping to
transport seniors to and from ap-
pointments, shopping excursions
and the like. He also announced that
PSE&G has donated 82 trees that
were planted at the Shady Rest club-
house at Scotch Hills Country Club,
the former zoo property that is now
a park and the site of the historic
Frazee House and community gar-
den and the Southside soccer field
behind the fire house.

Deputy Mayor Rose Checchio an-
nounced that three county grants
had been secured, with $50,000 ear-
marked for new bathrooms and for
playground equipment at Greenside
Park, $20,000 for engineering work
pertaining to the Terrill Middle
School field refurbishment and
$3,750 for trees.

At the start of the meeting, Mrs.
Checchio read a proclamation de-
claring October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month while Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella read a
proclamation designating Saturday,
November 26, as Small Business
Saturday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hedge

the board to address these issues,
such as the new doors designed for
safety and the newly installed cam-
eras.

Ms. Schirmer is pleased with the
way the district has embraced tech-
nology and feels it is important to
keep the district on the cutting edge of
that technology and in line with what
is happening with the world today.

“I love coming here,” she told the
audience and her fellow board mem-
bers. “We have a great group here.”

The third and final candidate run-
ning, Ms. Bauer, describes herself as
a life-long educator. A widowed
mother of two children who have
gone through the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system, Ms. Bauer
has been on the board for the last nine
years.

“Two of the areas I am a big be-
liever in are being a volunteer and
supporting your community,” Ms.
Bauer assured her assembled specta-
tors.

Ms. Bauer began her career as a
kindergarten teacher and currently
works as an administrator for the
College of Education at William Pater-
son University in Wayne.

Helping to create the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Ice Hockey
Team, along with her husband, son
and many other dedicated members
of the community sparked Ms.
Bauer’s interest in being on the board,
and she has been involved in some
capacity since that time.

Ms. Bauer describes “having the
long perspective,” watching the chil-

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH...State Assemblyman James Kennedy (D-22nd,
Rahway) views marijuana for sale at the GroundSwell Cannabis Boutique, a
dispensary in Denver, Colo. The group, which included state legislators and
lobbyists from New Jersey United for Marijuana Reform (NJUMR), toured the
facility on October 18. The sale of marijuana is legal in the state.

Courtesy of Chris Loder
LEADER AT PENN STATE...Five current Westfield residents hold up The
Westfield Leader inside Beaver Stadium during Penn State's upset win over No. 2
Ohio State on Saturday night. Pictured, from left to right, are: Bill Kane, Rich
Bodmer, Chris Loder, Tom Cox and Mark Szollar.

LEADER IN RWANDA...Daniel Caramagno of Westfield, with The Westfield
Leader, drills drinking water wells with Living Water International and Liquid
Church, for the people of the Ruhango District of Rwanda.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME TO SCOTCH PLAINS...The new electronic sign outside of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building debuted earlier this month and will provide
constant updates on various township events.
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SP-F BOE Candidates
dren go all the way through and be
successful, as extremely valuable to
the board.

In responding to questions Ms.
Bauer commented that the commit-
ment of the people working in the
district and their ability to put chil-
dren first was one of the greatest
successes of the district.

Some of the challenges Ms. Bauer
listed are continuing successful pro-
grams in the district without asking
for bond referendums and the chal-
lenge to be able to talk to each other
without hidden agendas.

Scotch Plains resident Chrissie
Conklin addressed the candidates with
concerns over increased student popu-
lation with Bowcraft Amusement Park
to be turned into apartments and
townhomes.

“How does the board make adjust-
ments?” Ms. Conklin inquired.

“We do have a demographer who
regularly gives us reports, and I’m
sure in the next report that would be
taken into consideration,” Ms. Bauer
assured Ms. Conklin.

Other candidates present at the
meeting included incumbent board
member Cynthia H. Clancy, who is
running unopposed to fill a one-year
term representing Scotch Plains and
incumbent board member Amy
Winkler, who is running unopposed
for a three-year term representing
Fanwood. Incumbent board member
Debora J. Brody, also from Scotch
Plains, who is running unopposed to
fill a two year term, was not present at
the forum.

McKenna told the board, attribut-
ing the success to the establishment
of a writing workshop.

Two areas with room for improve-
ment were noted to be vocabulary,
particularly those questions posed
in context, and non-fiction text stu-
dents have not previously been ex-
posed to.

In other business news, Kathryn
L Mantell, representing Nisivoccia
Certified Public Accountants and
Advisors, presented findings from
the annual audit to the board.

Ms. Mantell told the board she
found the SP-F financial records
“in very good order.”

While the audit was not quite
ready for distribution, Ms. Mantell
reported that the district currently
has “seven active capital projects”
that are ongoing for various addi-
tions, alarms and window replace-
ment projects.

There were no audit recommen-
dations reported, and Ms. Mantell
declared “this speaks wonderfully
for the board” because when there
is something that needs to be ad-
dressed in the district, it is ad-
dressed.

One cautionary note in the report
was the awareness of cyber security
issues and the need for vigilance in
this area.

The board adopted the district stra-
tegic plan goals for 2016-2017. Su-
perintendent Margaret Hayes told the
board many administrators and fac-
ulty members came together to give
thoughtful consideration to establish-
ing the goals set forth in the draft.

The anchor Goal to meet or ex-
ceed New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) performance
targets for students academic per-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PARCC Testing Reviewed
formance is broken down into five
smaller goals with a number of listed
objectives related to each goal.

Goal number one focuses on tech-
nology through learning, manage-
ment and communication. Goal num-
ber two addresses the facilities and
looks to create a safe and secure
learning environment. Goal number
three refers to early childhood initia-
tives. Goal number four seeks to
create authentic learning experiences
and goal number five will explore
partnerships with colleges, business
and government organizations.

Board member Evan Murray up-
dated the board on construction of
the Park Middle School parking lot.
The part of the project that involves
drainage is scheduled to start Tues-
day and is expected to be completed
in about a week and a half.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WELCOME TO SCOTCH PLAINS....This father and son check out the Fanwood
Vintage Marketplace on Sunday at the Fanwood Train Station.
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Clubhouse
board on its progress in returning its
cellular telephone antennas to PSE&G
transmission towers from two tempo-
rary locations on the south side of
town. In the spring, the board had
grudgingly granted New Cingular
another year’s extension to keep tem-
porary cellular antennas at Ash Brook
Nursing Home on Raritan Road and
at Parker Gardens on Terrill Road
while upgrades to PSE&G transmis-
sion towers are completed.

Planning Board Chairwoman
Theresa Flood said the letters recently
received indicated that New Cingular
is “attempting to continually move
along” with restoring its antennas on
the PSE& towers.

Mountainside Zoning Bd.
OK’s Bovella’s Café on Rt. 22

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – In a 5-to-2
vote, members of the board of ad-
justment granted permission to the
Bovella’s 22 Real Estate Group to
re-establish a restaurant use for the
property located at 1085 Route 22
as a café and an on-site bakery. The
permission was granted at the
board’s regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Tuesday evening and was a
continuation of testimony that was
heard at last month’s meeting.

Testimony was heard last month
and this month from the current
owner of the Westfield-based
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, Ralph
Bencivenga, who stated that the new
café would provide a “place for
customers to sit and eat” the bakery’s
specialty treats along with soup,
salads and sandwiches. This is
something Mr. Bencivenga stated
was not done at the current location
on East Broad Street in Westfield.

He had stated that this current
bakery was utilized for patrons to
buy the bakery’s goods and for mak-
ing the cakes, cookies and pastries
for the other local businesses oper-
ated by the owner and family mem-
bers including Ferraro’s in Westfield
and the Primavera Regency in
Stirling.

Last month’s testimony was heard
regarding the use of the new facility
which will be to expand production
of their baked goods for area res-
taurants and catering facilities and
to operate a 42-seat café. This
month’s meeting heard testimony
from Professional Planner James
Watson of EKA Associates in Scotch
Plains, that the seating in the café
would be upgraded to 72 seats.

According to last month’s testi-
mony, the facility was last operated
as Raagini Indian Restaurant in 2013
with 112 seats available to custom-
ers.

According to Mr. Bencivenga, the
new facility will be baking and serv-
ing customers from 7 a.m. until 11
p.m. daily with peak hours falling
from noon to 4 p.m. during the week
and from noon to 9 p.m. on the
weekends. It was also noted that the
facility would only be employing
eight employees at any given time,
evenly distributing them between
working as wait staff in the café and
bakers.

When asked about deliveries, Mr.
Bencivenga stated that there were
two times a day that the restaurant
would be delivering their goods in
either box trucks or vans and three
times a week that the facility would
be receiving supplies. He also noted
that when the delivery vehicles
owned by the café and bakery were
not in use they would be housed off
site.

Project architect, Robert Algarin,
had stated last month the facility
“badly needed renovation after be-
ing vacant for three years.” He stated
the food preparation area would be
about three times the size as it was
before, going from 880 square feet
to 2,380 square feet, and that the
refrigeration area needed to be ex-
panded by 600 square feet.

This month he noted that all three
signs were compliant with the
borough’s codes that were ques-
tionable last month and that plans

had been altered to include more
seating by taking out some of the
display area. He also noted the new
plans included two cash register
areas instead of the original plan of
three.

Project Engineer Thomas Quinn
testified that the new facility had
renovated plans since last month’s
testimony, noting the seating change
and that the parking lot would now
house two handicapped spaces in-
stead of the one space that had been
provided.

Some residents had testified that
the new Echo Tap Restaurant and
Bar had already increased traffic to
an unsafe volume and voiced con-
cerns over the new café.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
voiced concerned over the projected
retail use of the café noting that
bakery goods could be purchased at
the site. He said he was concerned
over the “strained use.”

Board President John Tomaine
also was concerned about the added
strain on the area. Mr. Tomaine and
Mr. Disko voted no on the applica-
tion.

Many conditions were placed on
the granted use including a one-way
traffic flow around the building and
not allowing overnight parking or
overnight deliveries.

Reading is Good For You
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING OUR COPS...Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted Conley speaks
before the Dueling Pianos duo performed at a fundraiser for the Scotch Plains
Police Foundation last Thursday at Shackamaxon Country Club.
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ASSISTANCE WITH NAVIGATING THE 
MEDICAID PROCESS TO GUARANTEE COVERAGE 

Q & A SESSION TO FOLLOW
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• What is Medicaid 
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Allowing Mountain Bikes
Topic of County Meeting
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHUNG — The Union County
(UC) Parks and Recreation Department
held a special meeting on Thursday, at
Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside, to discuss mountain biker
access to the Watchung Reservation. A
large crowd was in attendance, the ma-
jority of which was in support of ex-
panding the approximately seven miles
of trail currently being discussed for
mountain bike use. The Watchung
Stables, located in the reservation, claim
26 miles of trail for equestrian use; the
remaining 19 miles of trails are marked
for those on foot.

UC Parks and Recreation Director
Ronald Zuber stated that the purpose of
the meeting was to “take all the informa-
tion we gather tonight, digest it and then
take it to the (UC) Freeholders.” Mr.
Zuber stated that in 2010, a Master Plan
was presented to the Freeholders pro-
posing the possibility of mountain bik-
ers being included as a park user group,
but “nothing was ever acted on.” The
plan looked at all 36 Union County
parks, with a combined total of 6,000
acres, none of which allow mountain
bikers.

The county hired Megan Stanley of
CME Associates who reported that two-
and-a-half-years ago she met with the
county to discuss the prospect of moun-
tain bike use in the reservation. She stated
that she walked the trails to assess condi-
tions, to determine what type of users
were on the trails and to see what type of
habitats she encountered.

Ms. Stanley noted that the Watchung
Reservation is home to several endan-
gered species including the Bait Owl,
Great Blue Heron and the long-tailed
salamander.  “The unheard stakeholder is
the environment,” Ms. Stanley reported.
She stated that the environment was a
concern as she “decided where and when
we could put bikers if they were allowed
back on the trail.”

Ken Seebeck, president of JORBA (Jer-
sey Off Road Bicycle Association) stated
that the seven miles of trail being consid-
ered for mountain bike use was propor-
tionately small and recommended that it
“would be smart to consult with parks
that have experience accommodating bik-
ers.” He continued by saying that the goal
of JORBA is to advocate for mountain
bikers, educate them as a user group and
act as ambassadors for conservation.

“We are all one group,” Mr. Seebeck

said referring to all who take advantage.
“We are all trail users.”

“What can we do to help us get where
we want to be in the spring?” Mr. Seebeck
asked Mr. Zuber.

“We understand what you are saying.
Our planner is going to tell us what she
thinks is going to work and what won’t
work and then we are going to bring it to
the freeholders,” Mr. Zuber replied.

Watchung Stables Acting Director
Rachel Baris voiced her concern over
the addition of mountain bikers, citing
the ability of young riders to handle
their horse should it become frightened
by an encounter with a mountain biker.
“My main concern is safety,” she said.
When asked her opinion about sharing
the trails with mountain bikers she said
she “would have to think more about
it.”

Numerous area residents voiced their
opinion, the majority of which were in
favor of allowing mountain bikers in
the reservation. “All we want to do is
mountain bike and not have to drive 30
miles to ride,” Justin Yeager of Summit
said. “I pay taxes here and I want to be
able to use the trails.” He recommended
multi-use days where all users would
have the opportunity to use every trail,
but on alternate days or at different
times.

William Harris, an avid runner and
trail steward, was opposed to allowing
mountain bikers on the trails. He stated
that of the approximately 10,000 miles he
has run in the reservation since 1988, he
has “yet to encounter anything but a moun-
tain biker that is nasty.”

Mr. Zuber said he would present his
recommendation to the freeholders in the
near future. “At the end of the day, not
everyone is going to be happy,” he said.
“The [Freeholder] board is direct. They
want unique trails. We don’t want to
combine anyone. The concern is purely
safety,” he stated.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIFTING THE BIKER BAN...Area residents address Union County Parks and
Recreation Director Ronald Zuber at a special meeting held at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in Mountainside on Thursday to discuss the use of
mountain bikes in the Watchung Reservation.

Changes to Unfinished Apts.
In Cranford Approved

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning board
on Wednesday voted 7-to-1 to allow the
Sommas to continue building an apart-
ment and retail complex adjacent to their
pizzeria on Centennial Avenue after the
zoning office placed a stop work order on
the job when the zoning officer discov-
ered the changes in the architectural plans
substantially differed than what was ap-
proved by the planning board in 2013.
Board member Kathleen Murray was the
sole member to oppose the application.

Applicants Anthony and Maria Somma,
owners of 206-208 Centennial Avenue,
in the B-3 zone, asked the board two
weeks ago to amend its approval from the
July 13, 2013 hearing. The building will
house five apartments and a retail space,
with a covered parking garage in the rear
on the ground level.

The changes to the plan included hav-
ing the brick façade changed to vinyl
siding, a series of sliding glass doors on
the northerly side of the building that
abuts a residential area, openings in the
garage area, more windows, and a differ-
ent roof line, among others.

On Wednesday, the board heard testi-
mony by the Sommas’ architect Aldo
Carminio that was untruthful and only
corrected upon the board’s and residents

persistent questioning.
Board member Mary O’Connor asked

if the building next door, the pizzeria, has
shutters as depicted. Mr. Carminio said
yes.

Upon further questioning, Ms. Somma
said she had taken them down, but  were
going back up after they were repainted.

Ms. Murray asked Mr. Carminio if the
vinyl siding is coming off to depict what
was in his rendering, which was a brown
colored façade with bay windows in white
trim. What was constructed before the
stop work order is a beige vinyl siding.

“Is all that material coming off?” Ms.
Murray asked.

“What is there is a test and all of it is
coming off,” Mr. Carminio said.

He also said the siding was going to be
continuous along the side, but later testi-
fied the rear garage area will be stucco.
He then said the color rendering, with the
brown exterior, is what will be con-
structed.

“What is there now in not anywhere
near that color…it is eight or nine shades
lighter,” said Township Committee liai-
son to the board Mary O’Connor.

Upon further questioning by Mr.
Goodman, Mr. Carminio said the beige
vinyl siding is not coming off.

Ms. Murray said in her final comments

that the testimony presented was “opin-
ion” instead of “facts” and “troubled her
greatly.”

Another change in design were sliding
glass doors along the side of the building
next to residential space.

“I don’t understand why the sliding
glass doors cannot be replaced with full
length windows,” Board Chairwoman
Bobbi Anderson said. But the doors were
already installed and one board member
said that would be costly to replace.

“Classic Bait and Switch,” said resi-
dent Frank Kelly of Lincoln Avenue,
whose property also abuts the develop-
ment.

Mr. Kelly had concerns that the doors
could then equate to an outdoor café area,
which would be next to his back yard.
The indoor retail space there is about 750
square feet.

Mr. Kelly reiterated his comment from
two weeks ago that the applicant’s attor-
ney “knows the rules and regs in the
town” and should have guided his appli-
cants to present the changes to the plan-
ning board before construction com-
menced. He was among four residents
present who was against the proposed
building.

Ms. Anderson suggested to add as a
condition of approval to replace the vinyl
siding with hardy plank. But only three
board members had said they agreed to
request, while two others noted the cost
involved for replacement.

The board’s attorney, Nicholas Giuditta
III, asked the applicant’s attorney, Gary
Goodman, for his opinion if the board
had a legal right to request the change.
Mr. Goodman said, “No, I don’t think
you have that right.”

The Sommas had already received a
building permit from the building depart-
ment, yet the revised plans were never
stamped by the zoning officer.

“I’d like to understand how we got
here,” said board member Dan
Aschenbach, referring to how the archi-
tectural changes were granted building
permits.

He also said he thought the vinyl siding
and changes to architectural plan were an
improvement over the originally planned
building.

The entrance and exit to the garage was
originally approved to have garage doors,
but was changed to have no doors. When
asked why that was changed, Mr.
Carminio said “the overhead doors would
be a nuisance” and said there was poten-
tial for cars exiting the adjacent parking
lot to back up into the doors.

“It doesn’t seem safer,” Ms. Feder
said.

Also, Mr. Taylor said the plan pre-
sented does not specify asphalt shingles
above the windows, and asked that mate-

rial be changes to metal, because he said
asphalt “diminishes the value of the build-
ing.”

The condition of approval included the
material used above the windows be metal,
a six-foot fence along a portion of the side
yard and rear yard, 27 evergreens planted
on the side and rear yards and have irriga-
tion and a maintenance plan, that the
foundation that is about two feet high be
a brick veneer, that the retaining walls be
staggered at the property lines, that the
neighbor’s properties that have yard dam-
age as a result of excavation and con-
struction be repaired and that the sliding
doors be made stationary permanently.

This is in addition to the new changes
the architect presented to the board, after
taking in the board’s recommendations
two weeks ago. Those changes included
extending the roof line to create a gabled
roof on the northerly side of the building
in the front with a circular vent, adding
bays to the windows on the side, closing
the mesh covered openings in the garage
area that abuts the residential zones with
a stucco finish, a fence and planting
Leyland Cypress trees.

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

Flu Shots Set for
Nov. 4 In Summit

SUMMIT — The Westfield Regional
Health Department has added a date in
Summit to the season flu inoculation
schedule. These program is open only to
residents of Cranford, Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Summit and
Westfield.

Flu shots will be given Friday, Novem-
ber 4 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Summit
Senior Housing Center, 12 Chestnut Av-
enue, Summit. Proof of residency may be
required. There is a $25 cash only fee for
every participant that does not have Medi-
care Part B, Aetna or Medicaid. Partici-
pants should bring their health insurance
card.

For more information, contact the
Westfield Health Department at (908) 789-
4070 or visit http://westfieldnj.gov/health.

Bramnick to Hold
Fundraiser on Nov. 3
WESTFIELD — Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
the Republican leader in the Assembly,
will hold a fundraiser at his home in
Westfield on Thursday, November 3.

Sponsorships are $1,000 and tickets
are $500 each. For more information or to
RSVP, please contact Michelle Albano at
(908) 456-0696 or
michelealbano@outlook.com.

Rubino Appointed to
University Hosp. Bd.
SUMMIT -- Summit Councilman Rob-

ert Rubino, an OBGYN with an office in
Westfield, has been appointed by Gover-
nor Chris Christie to the Board of Direc-
tors of University Hospital in Newark.

Dr. Rubino is the chief executive of-
ficer of the Rubino Group of 10 physcians
with five offices. He was first elected to
the Summit Common Council in 2011.
He was re-elected in 2014.
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KENDALL JACKSON Vintners Chardonnay  SALE $12.18 
ECCO DOMANI Pinot Grigio .........................  SALE $8.28 
TOASTED HEAD Chardonnay  .....................  SALE $7.98

APOTHIC Red ...............................................  SALE $9.38

MARK WEST Pinot Noir ................................  SALE $9.48

J LOHR Cabernet Sauvignon ........................  SALE $13.08

KETEL ONE 1.75Lt ....................................  SALE $39.09 

JACK DANIELS 1.75Lt ..............................  SALE $44.09 

JOHNNIE WALKER Black 1.75Lt ................  SALE $59.09 

TITO’S Vodka 1.75Lt .................................  SALE $29.09

JAMESON 750ml ......................................  SALE $28.09 

SMIRNOFF 1.75Lt .....................................  SALE $19.29

SVEDKA 1.75Lt .........................................  SALE $19.29

DEWAR’S 1.75Lt .......................................  SALE $32.09 

CAPTAIN MORGAN Spiced Rum1.75Lt .......  SALE $25.09  

ROMANA Sambucca 750ml ......................  SALE $24.09

& SPIRITS OF SPRINGFIELD

Voted                                     RETAILER of the YEAR!

SAVE on BEERSAVE BIG on SPIRITS
COORS Light 30 pack cans ..........  $21.10  

HEINEKEN Loose bottles .............  $26.10

DOGFISH 60 Minute IPA  

6 pack bottles ...............................  $7.99

STELLA ARTOIS 12 pack bottles .  $14.99 

FOUNDERS All Day IPA 
15 pack cans .................................  $16.99 

BLUE MOON 12 pack bottles ........  $14.99 

BUD Light 30 pack cans ...............  $21.10

FAT TIRE 6 pack bottles ...............  $8.99

SAM ADAMS Lager 
12 pack bottles .............................  $14.99

YUENGLING Loose bottles ...........  $17.99

“Great Wines,  
Beers & Spirits at 

Great Prices!”
ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano ........................  SALE $11.38 

SANTA MARGHERITA Pinot Grigio ..............  SALE $20.18 

BOGLE Merlot ...............................................  SALE $6.08 

SIMI Chardonnay  ..........................................  SALE $12.18

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS  •  while supplies last

SPRINGFIELD, NJ • 901 MOUNTAIN AVE

WE’RE BETWEEN ROUTE 22 AND MOUNTAIN AVE. IN ECHO PLAZA,  
NEXT TO OUTBACK.   ONLY 4 MILES WEST OF THE GARDEN STATE PARKWAY   

AND THREE MILES SOUTH OF I-78.  908-379-2930

*Prices ending in “8”.  These wines are on sale and so there will be  no further discount available

prices effectivE through  

november 8, 2016
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LOEWS THEATER

JMK BMW

TRUCKLOAD SALE! Our favorites from  
Stew Leonard’s Food Store 
While Supplies Last!  Springfield Store Only!While Supplies Last!  Springfield Store Only!

or $6.99 ea. 

12 pack cAse

ea. 

SAVE $3 or $3.99 ea. 

SAVE $1

ea. ea. 

SAVE $6

aged 24 

months!LB. 

SAVE $3

LB. 

SAVE $2 LB.

direct from 
norway

rao’s
marinara 

32 oz. 

poland springs
water
24/0.5L 

restaurant style 

Tortilla chips  
16 oz. 

extra virgin
olive oil

3 liter

PARMIGIANO
REGGIANO 

 

JARLSBERG
CHEESE

san pellegrino
750ml  

limit 4 cases

peanut butter
pretzels

24 oz.

SAVE $2
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Practice What She
Preaches?

Perhaps Valerie Latona’s concerns
about the culture of hate she per-
ceives would be lessened if she prac-
ticed what she preaches to her chil-
dren in their bedtime prayer.

Joseph Kistler
Fanwood

Thank You, Organizations, for
Westfield Volunteers Expo Success

Fanwood Council Should Consider
Impact of Proposed Three-Way Stop

It’s the Duty of Garwood Council To
Set Examples For Our Town

Take A Good Look at The Facts
Before Voting the Party Line

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

On behalf of the Westfield United
Fund, I would like to thank the orga-
nizations who participated in our re-
cent Westfield Area Volunteer Expo
(WAVE). The purpose of the WAVE
is to share information with the com-
munity about local service opportu-
nities. We had 30 groups attending,
representing a spectrum of
volunteerism in Westfield and our
surrounding towns. It is truly heart-
warming to see the good work that is
being done, and the number of dedi-
cated people who make “giving back”

a priority in their lives.
Anyone who missed it can go to our

website, www.westfieldunitedfund.org,
for a list of the organizations and con-
tact the ones that appeal to them. I
would also like to acknowledge the
support of the Westfield Recreation
Department, which is much appreci-
ated. Together we make a difference.

Deirdre Gelinne
Executive Director

Westfield United Fund

To the Mayor and Council, Bor-
ough of Fanwood: I find it disap-
pointing that discussion of a three-
way stop sign at the corner of North
and Sheelan’s Crossing has been al-
lowed to go as far as it has. I find it
doubly disappointing that, in proceed-
ing with this, the borough council has
chosen to ignore the considered opin-
ion of its own police chief as to what
might actually be best from both a
traffic management and pedestrian
safety standpoint, ignore the request
for at least a second study of all traffic
activity around the train station that
would that would fill in the gaps in the
first report by the borough engineer,
ignore reasonable traffic calming
measures that could as easily and less
drastically address the issue (and
which I have been calling for repeat-
edly on LaGrande Avenue at two in-
tersections near LaGrande Park), and
impose its own view as to what is best
for the borough.

As a pedestrian and as a driver, I am
well familiar with the roads in the
borough. I have discussed traffic is-
sues with the police chief, the head of
Public Works and at least one mem-
ber of the Borough Council. I know
my own limitations as a driver and
drive accordingly. Although I do not
claim the expertise of our borough
engineer, our police chief, or our DPW
chief, as a driver for 45 years I can say
the following with absolute confi-
dence:

-there needs to be a reasonable
balance between pedestrian safety and
traffic management.

-cars are not going to magically
disappear. Congestion and traffic
spikes are a fact of life.

-traffic will seek out the path of
least resistance; if there truly is ex-
cessive traffic on North Avenue it is
as likely as not because of increasing
difficulty getting across town by other
means.

-calming measures for channeled
traffic are already in place on North
Avenue. Bump-outs have been in-
stalled, and there are natural limita-
tions on speed (residences, parked
cars, a light at Martine, limited vis-
ibility at Terrill). Measures short of
stop signs (enhanced signage and low-
ered speed limits) can easily be imple-
mented and enforced.

-in the end, the onus will always be
on the driver but pedestrian safety
cannot be completely divorced from
common sense issues of pedestrian in
attention and visibility.

In conclusion, our police chief high-
lighted issues arising from conges-
tion and driver confusion. As a driver
I would add that drivers will not be
expecting to stop at this intersection
traveling on North Avenue. Having
nearly hit a pedestrian under similar
circumstances, I would urge the
Mayor and Council to carefully con-
sider the implications arising from
driver indecision and confusion that
implementation of stop signs at this
intersection would create.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Reply From Councilman Tom
Kranz: I can assure you that no one
has ignored our police chief. There
are still two public meetings at which
this can be discussed before a final
vote is taken. I wouldn’t take any-
thing for granted.

Where has the integrity of town
politics gone? Have we chosen to
take the route of being an assailant
against our fellow town council mem-
bers as the only way to have our
voices heard? This is not the political
community I’ve come to know, grow
with and be a participant of for the
last 30 years. Garwood – it needs to
stop here.

We, Republicans pride ourselves
on encouraging and supporting the
newer, younger members of our coun-
cil. Rather than publicly attack; re-
gardless of your political affiliation,
we should be sharing thoughts and
ideas, experiences, and lessons

learned. This is what fosters a trust-
ing, strong community – and that’s
what Garwood has always been. Many
of our children were raised in
Garwood and have chosen to stay
here to raise their children – there’s a
love for this town unlike any I’ve seen
before. I want to see the heart of this
town beat in the rhythms we’ve all
come to know and expect.

It’s the duty of our Council to set
examples for this town, to hear all
voices, fairly and respectfully, and to
value opinions and ideas even when
they are not your own.

Rich McCormack
Garwood

For many years, I have been watch-
ing town meetings on our public ac-
cess channel and have attended a few
meetings at the town hall, which I
recommend all members of the com-
munity try to do to stay up on the
current events concerning our town. I
have seen to my dismay a deteriora-
tion in civility amongst board mem-
bers towards each other at times and
the slow demise of bi-partisanship.
All the strife seems to lay at the feet of
our current mayor who seems to relish
speaking out from the bully pulpit
over the comments of others and mem-
bers of the community.

I was at a restaurant in Peapack, NJ
a few years ago to celebrate my anni-
versary and as I was leaving a crowd of
people were gathered outside when I
heard our current mayor expound that
they (this Scotch Plains Democratic
Party gathering) now had a plan to
take back the town leadership for the
Democrats. I found this interesting
and distasteful in that he never men-
tioned taking back the leadership of
the town for the people of Scotch
Plains, which goes to the heart of the
matter. Our township mayor wants a
party of one maneuvering the town
(by constantly being the divisive vote
prior to the last mayoral election) to
one party control.

Look, the Freeholders of the county
government are gaining greater con-
trol over our community spending and
positioning personnel within the com-
munity government. The mayor has
been at the forefront of this move-
ment. Forget the parades, fireworks
and concerts, this mayor stood before
a crowd of concern citizens and stated
that he and the assistant mayor had
come up with funding that very morn-
ing to save the library budget then
within a few hours behind closed doors
(a campaign policy that he expounded
against) the library budget was cut.
Are we now to believe that you were
the lone vote for the library which is
the heart of our community. Then there
was the recreation commission de-

bacle which falls squarely on his lap,
The parking meter crisis that really
wasn’t a crisis, the delay at Brookside
Park which didn’t have to happen and
became part of this mayoral campaign,
the community funding of Shady
Brook that should have totally come
from federal, state and county funding
as well as private because of it’s na-
tional/state and county historic sig-
nificance so as not to impact on the
town’s spending cap in any way.

Yes, the tax rate has been controlled
but borrowing is still going up faster.
Borrowing more and more is fiscally
irresponsible without controlling ex-
penditures such as unwarranted pay
raises or medical coverage. The hand
picked legal counsel gives opinions
that always seem to justify what the
mayor wants to do without looking at
the facts or consequences.

In this paper, a couple of weeks ago
a citizen wrote how he had gotten the
facts from the town hall that proved
the Republicans were not truthful in
their claims. Well, Councilman Jones
has proved this not to be the case. So,
was the information given out to this
person political misinformation,
agenda driven or an error by the
mayor’s office?

Former councilman Jeff Strauss has
given an excellent account of our
mayor’s performance in the October
20th issue of The Times. Jeff was a
wonderful councilman whom under-
stood bi-partisanship to get things done
for the community. I hope he returns to
the political arena to repair the dam-
age that has been done. I and other
Republicans voted for him and would
again!

There is a thing called ethics that in
modern times that seems out of sink
with the lying and cheating going on
in this country. The only way to en-
force it seems to be at the grass root
level, the voting booth. Let’s take a
good look at the facts before voting
the party line.

Rob Fox
Scotch Plains

Let’s Hope Our Next
President Understands

In two weeks we will elect the
45th President of the U.S. It is hard
to understand that the focus of the
leaked emails is whether the leaked
documents 1) might impact the
election and 2) the identity, coun-
try and what organizational ties the
hacker has — As opposed to the
contents of the emails. Really? Is it
too much to ask our elected leaders
to be honest on where they stand
on issues?

Let’s remember that government
officials – from the President on
down – work for the taxpayers, as
we provide their salaries and ben-
efits. Citizens do not work for the
government or elected leaders.

Elected officials should not have
a public and private position but
rather one position. Namely, what
is in the best interest of citizens,
containing the fewest regulations
and imposing the lowest taxes pos-
sible.

The ingenuity of our citizens has
been and always will be what makes
this a great country – let’s hope our
next President understands this and
unleashes it for the sake of our
future!

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Don’t Scorn the Magic of
Past Souls, Happy Halloween!

Although not sanctioned by any government calendar,
Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and festive.
Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and ghosts, knocking
on doors for treats – lest tricks and haunts follow. It’s a
rite of fall, but strange in that all the fun seems based on
the dark side – death, goblins, haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches?

It inspires us to party, to mask what we are and to
honor the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based on
what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we now
like to think of our sophisticated selves. Is it because
we’re not so sure of our beliefs today, that we gleefully
pay homage to these rites of our roots?

Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed ignorance of
peoples long ago, those without science, we say –

those mired in fright and superstition and darkness as
night each year extends over day; as winter winds
howl during the fading fall. Are the sounds they heard,
calls from spirits; lonely souls close at hand only
during this time of year? Things we seldom listen for
today – are they still there?

Ancient cultures divided their calendars accord-
ing to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by
cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken from
the heavens. Astronomy provided the accepted wis-
dom of their time. We may scoff  and challenge these
superstitions, but it is buried in the DNA of our souls.

How can one tell in looking at the moon tonight or
tomorrow night? Was that a bat or witch flickering by?
Is there more to the wind? Does it carry the moans of our
forefathers’ spirits? For those who mock, we say spend
Halloween night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview
Cemetery, and your opinions may change. For others,
we say, play it safe; don’t scorn the magic of souls past.

Put on your masks, don costumes, light jack-o’-
lanterns and party. Happy Halloween!

BOE Races Should be Noted
During This Busy Election Year

The 2016 General Election campaigns have been
dominated by the contentious race for the White
House between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.

It is only natural that during a Presidential elec-
tion year, the major focus will be at the top of the
ticket. Congressional, county and municipal gov-
erning races grab much of the attention locally.

However, we encourage voters not to overlook
school board candidates who also are part of the
General Election ballot.

Often with few candidates, school board elec-
tions nevertheless are important for key reasons.
One is that board of education members determine
policies and programs that directly impact our
children’s education from preschool through 12th
grade. The other is that school budgets, hammered

out each year by boards of education, represent the
lion’s share of residents’ property tax bill.

This year in Westfield, four candidates are running
for three vacancies on the board of education. Scotch
Plains has three candidates vying for two seats, with
two others seeking unexpired terms. Fanwood has
one incumbent seeking one seat. In Mountainside
there are three open seats and three incumbent
candidates. In Garwood, there is just one candidate
despite three vacant seats. Cranford has four people
running for three seats, plus one other person seek-
ing an unexpired term. Berkeley Heights has two
incumbents and a newcomer seeking three seats.

We hope those chosen by the voters on Tuesday,
November 8, will govern the country and communi-
ties well on behalf of the people.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plessor – A small hammer with a soft

head
2. Pleurenchyma – The cellular tissue

which is the chief constituent of wood
3. Delenda – Things to be blotted out

or erased
4. Tylarus – One of the callous pads on

the underside of the toes of birds

DILANIATION
1. A tearing in pieces
2. In zoology, having no joints
3. Pulling back or retreating suddenly
4. A turning or veering off course

HAMADRYAS
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

2. Dog-faced ape
3. A green vegetable pigment
4. Solidified; hardened

HALLUX
1. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses
2. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
3. The great toe
4. A flying squirrel

THALLASSIC
1. Readiness of mind in managing op-

erations; mental adroitness
2. Pertaining to the night
3. Apathetic; disinterested
4. Of the sea or ocean

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

HURRY! GET YOUR
OBAMACARE NOW.

SUPPLIES ARE
LIMITED.

More News at
www.goleader.com

See more letters on
pages 5 and 18
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SP Resident Receives Response From
Mayoral Candidate on Train Permits

Please Consider Voting for Me,
SP Mayor Glover, on November 8

Editor’s Note: Resident forwarded
this to the newspaper from Scotch
Plains Mayoral candidate, Al Smith.

---
Hello Mr. Crandall, Thanks for

reaching out and sorry for the delay
getting back to you.

Here are a few of our thoughts and
observations on the Fanwood train sta-
tion parking for Scotch Plains residents.

First of all, unlike the current Mayor
who may have promised you various
things in regards to improving the
train station parking situation, and
who promised to everyone to get rid
of the sewer tax, we aren’t going to
promise you things we can’t deliver
just to get your vote.

You raise two points regarding in-
equity at the train station, one being
that Fanwood gets first dibs on all the
premier lot spots, and the other that
they pay a substantially reduced fee.

Starting with the latter, it is our
understanding that Fanwood taxpay-
ers significantly subsidize the cost of
maintaining the train station, and as a
result, they get a subsidized price to
park at the station. By comparison,
the Westfield train station is $696
annually for Westfield residents, so
perhaps Scotch Plains residents are
paying close to market rate (if they
are getting in a reasonably close lot).
Nevertheless, you raise a very good
point that we do share so many things
as sister towns. Indeed, all the schools
are in Scotch Plains, and while the
BOE taxes are borne by residents of
both towns, it’s no doubt that without
sharing a school district, the loss in
efficiency for FW to operate it’s own
school district would be much more
painful to them than to residents of
Scotch Plains. That isn’t, however, a
bargaining chip we would have as the
SP Town Council does not have the
power to separate the school systems
(nor would we truly recommend do-
ing it). However, the same argument
also holds true when it comes to

ballfields in town. It is certainly the
case that Scotch Plains (and thus
Scotch Plains taxpayers) provide
more quality ballfields per capita than
does Fanwood. So the argument does
have merit.

Fanwood has suggested back to
Scotch Plains that if Scotch Plains
wants to subsidize the cost of permits
for its residents, it could do just that.
We would observe that for the cost of
the illegal health benefits being taken
by the Mayor it would be more than
enough to provide this subsidy!

Secondly, with respect to the tier-
ing, a proposal we think would be
interesting would be to move to a
seniority system with a wait list from
which vacancies get filled. This is how
most towns such as Westfield operate.
We feel that whether people are SP or
FW residents, they should get the op-
tion to renew their spot without having
to wait in line in person, and always get
an equal to or better parking spot when
they renew. If implementing such a
solution requires some one-time costs
for FW to update their systems, we
would be willing for SP to fund part of
that cost to make it happen.

Finally, a lot of what can get done
in politics is about people and rela-
tionships. Despite the mayors of FW
and SP being from the same political
party (Democratic), it is clear that
there is not a productive working
relationship. And it’s quite clear the
problem lies with the SP mayor, not
FW. In fact, two years ago the Glover
administration fired the head of SP
DPW creating the perfect opportu-
nity to do a shared service and merge
those departments. What happened?
Fanwood did a DPW shared service
with Garwood instead!

It is time to try some new leader-
ship in Scotch Plains. We will work
on your behalf to improve this pro-
cess. We will not promise you things
we cannot deliver. We will also not be
putting money in our own pockets.
We will be public servants in every
aspect of the term. mPlease let us
know if you have any further ques-
tions, and we expect to stop by for a
visit in the morning. Here’s to the
forecast improving in the meantime.

 Al Smith, Candidate for Scotch
Plains Mayor.

Brooks Crandall
Scotch Plains

Taxpayers Are Sick and Tired of
Self-Enrichment Politicians

Mayor Kevin Glover has taken over
$250,000 in gold-plated taxpayer
funded health perks during his 10
years as a part-time politician in
Scotch Plains. Since July 2015, he
has taken these perks illegally.

It has been seven weeks since our
campaign first called on Mayor
Glover to repay taxpayers for the
$31,500 in illegal health perks he
took. He refuses to pay taxpayers
back claiming he “deserved” and was
“entitled” to those benefits.

In December 2014, the Scotch
Plains Township Council voted to
move from private insurance to the
New Jersey State Health Benefits Plan
(SHPB) in order to save taxpayer
money. It is illegal for part-time
elected officials to receive health ben-
efits under SHBP unless they were
participating in the SHBP on May 21,
2010 and have not changed elected
position since May 21, 2010 (N.J.S.A
52:14-17.26 as amended by P.L. 2010,
c.2). Mayor Glover was not in SHBP
in 2010, and was thus ineligible to
receive those benefits as a part-time
elected official. Under Scotch Plains’
form of government, the Faulkner
Act, the mayor and town council po-
sitions are part-time.

In our opinion, any part-time elected
official, Republican or Democrat, who

takes or has taken health benefits at
taxpayer expense, was wrong –
whether they were eligible or ineli-
gible to take those benefits. Public
service is supposed to be about just
that, service, not self-enrichment.
Elected officials may work hard in
their part-time jobs. But guess what?
So do Scotch Plains residents who
work part-time in the private sector,
but they don’t have the ability to take
these gold-plated health benefits. Why
should politicians treat themselves
better than the people they serve?

The taxpayers are sick and tired of
the self-enrichment mentality of
Mayor Glover and other politicians.
If elected officials are to restore citi-
zen faith in our political system, they
must lead by example. We will lead
by example by pledging never to take
taxpayer-funded health benefits. We
will strictly enforce current state law
to make sure that all elected officials
in Scotch Plains, Republican or
Democrat, cannot take these benefits.

Repay taxpayers for the money you
illegally took from them, Mr. Mayor.
The taxpayers of Scotch Plains de-
serve and are entitled to their money
back.

Al Smith, candidate for Mayor
Ted Spera, candidate for Council

Scotch Plains

As your Mayor, I am committed to
improving our community and the
lives of all those who live here. I’ve
demonstrated over my entire elected
service to be one who makes the
fulltime commitment to not only hon-
orably represent our wonderful town-
ship at ceremonial events, but to mov-
ing forward our community’s quality
of life.

Being available to help the citizens
of our township through difficult
times, from natural disasters like Su-
per Storm Sandy to an historic snow
storm that dropped a years’ accumu-
lation of snow in less than 24 hours, to
a water main break that devastated
and disrupted the lives of so many
families in the township, to success-
fully lobbying to relocate unsightly
and unsafe gas meters placed within
our downtown business district, I have
always been there for Scotch Plains
and always will be there to help in any
way.

After one term in office, I am proud
to say we passed two consecutive
municipal budgets with no tax in-
creases. At the same time, we in-
vested in public safety with the re-
placement of a 30-year-old fire truck
and the purchase of much-needed
modern police radios – investments
made to keep our community’s brav-
est and finest safer while they per-
form their task of keeping all of us
safe. We switched to a more reliable
state-of-the-art police fire and rescue
squad dispatch service operated by
the Union County Police Department
that provides better service and will
save taxpayers $1 million. We im-
proved vital communications by in-
stituting a local emergency radio
station “AM 530,” upgraded the tech-
nology of our local TV channels to be
more reliable and informative, en-
hanced our website and developed
social media sites to better inform
those on the move.

We replaced the antiquated and
unreliable senior citizen bus, and are
presently working to replace our pub-
lic library’s problem-prone air condi-
tioning and heating system. We also
did the “right thing” to preserve Scotch
Plains history by working on the res-
toration and preservation of the Shady

Rest Clubhouse and by securing funds
to begin work on the historic Frazee
House, both of which had been badly
neglected for many years. At the same
time we are working diligently to
convert the former Terry Lou Zoo
site, which sat blighted for nearly two
decades, into a passive park for all to
enjoy.

To help bring our community to-
gether, and revitalized our downtown,
we have continued some wonderful
traditions and events, and added some
new ones including Concerts in the
Park, “Friday Family Movie Nights
Under the Stars,” Park Avenue Clas-
sic Car Shows, a Halloween Trunk or
Treat Event, a Memorial Day Con-
cert to Fallen Heroes, and of course
our first township sponsored 4th of
July weekend “Independence Day
Fireworks Celebration.” Moreover,
these wonderful activities were funded
mainly through donations.

It is a distinct honor to serve as your
Mayor, and I have always approached
it as a full-time job with the responsi-
bility to serve all of our citizens. Over
the years I have gotten to meet so
many of you, and gotten to know you
personally. With some of you, I have
even shared your joy on the birth of a
child or grandchild and even a great
grandchild, I’ve proudly attended and
presented proclamations at many an
Eagles Scout “Court of Honor” and,
on a sadder note, I’ve grieved with
you at the loss of a loved one.

I’ve watched our township change
and I believe it has changed for the
better. I continue to believe we can
always do better and I hope you will
give me that opportunity to continue
doing so. I believe in Scotch Plains
and am very optimistic about its fu-
ture. How can I not be when we have
demonstrated so often that the great-
ness in this town we call home comes
from its people and by how we have
demonstrated, time and time again,
that we truly are better when we work
together.

Please consider voting for me, and
my very talented running mate, Luisa
Bianco, on Election Day, Tuesday
November 8.

Kevin Glover
Mayor of Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

HOW WILL THE NEW ALIMONY  

AND CHILD SUPPORT STATUTES IMPACT YOU? 

 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 

PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

 

CAN COHABITATION AFFECT YOUR ALIMONY? 

 

DO YOU NEED A PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT? 

 

FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE. 
 
 The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 

Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. 

Capalbo, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva M. Uhrik, Esq. will present to the public a free 

seminar entitled, “Everything You Need To Know About Divorce” on Thursday, November 
3, 2016 at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, New Jersey and Saturday, November 5, 2016 at 

the Holiday Inn in Clark, New Jersey.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 

43 years, and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal 

process and answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separation, divorce, custody 

and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic climate 

and new alimony and child support legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  
 

 Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial 

savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay 

involved in Court proceedings. 

 

 If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply 

curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you 

are already divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post-divorce rights and obligations 

of former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees 
Reservations Required (No last names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 
Refreshments will be served 

   

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2016 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2016 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 
 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Vibrant Downtown Benefits Burdened
Taxpayers With Commercial Ratables
The downtown business district in

Scotch Plains and its revitalization has
been a topic of on and off interest by
municipal officials for decades. It may
seem almost the proverbial third rail of
local politics. Nevertheless, we are not
deterred and want to offer an alternative
vision and path forward.

Mayor Glover’s administration has
favored an approach centered around
government programs to draw people
into the downtown to increase “foot
traffic.” While the events may be nice,
they simply don’t move the needle in a
meaningful way. And half the year, it’s
too cold outside for outdoor events any-
how. To really effect change, we must
do what it takes to draw significant
private investment that will build new
buildings that will attract people to the
downtown both as a place of residence
and business. And as a catalyst for that
process, we propose to use existing
municipal property to be developed.

We support a vision that includes an
increased density of residency in the
downtown. This increased density
means people who literally walk down-
stairs in the morning and are in a com-
mercial district, bringing that added
“foot traffic” 365 days a year. That will
make our commercial district more at-
tractive to businesses. And subsequently,
that will support better rents for prop-
erty owners.

A vibrant downtown will benefit our
overburdened taxpayers by leading to
additional commercial ratables while
growing our tax base and adding a steady
flow of new tax revenues to help relieve
the tax burden of our residents.

The process to get there must be one
of open communication with all stake-
holders. It must bring together resi-

dents, property owners in the business
district, and professional leadership. It
must not include government overreach.
We will not use eminent domain, nor
will we put significant public monies at
risk. We must do this by attracting pri-
vate investment. Our job as a governing
body will be to work to identify and
support the right professionals, the right
financing, the right private investment,
and develop appropriate plans that will
accomplish the goal. We have seen this
accomplished in neighboring towns such
as Cranford, Garwood and Fanwood.
While they all have a train station and
we do not, there are still many transit
related solutions that can be incorpo-
rated, such as partnering with entities
like NJ Transit and UBER. We are also
mindful that the retail world has changed
dramatically over the past decade, and
likely will continue to evolve substan-
tially. The commercial entities in the
business district will be more service
focused going forward, but there will
always remain a spot for successful
niche retail businesses. To see more
about our vision and principles regard-
ing the downtown, please visit our
website at
www.smithandspera2016.com/down-
town. This sort of change to our down-
town won’t happen overnight. But lay-
ing the foundation for real change can
be done in short order. And the first step
in that direction will be for new leader-
ship in town hall. Leadership that isn’t
afraid to make this a top priority. We
humbly ask for your vote on November
8th.

Al Smith for Mayor
Ted Spera for Council

Councilman Llewellyn Jones
Scotch Plains

The dedication for the new Westfield
Fire Engine No. 4 is scheduled for Tues-
day, November 1, at 6 p.m., at the fire
station on North Avenue.
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Halloween Festivities
Set In Fanwood

FANWOOD — The annual
Fanwood Halloween Parade and Cos-
tume Contest will begin at 4:45 p.m.
on Monday, October 31, with the
Sleepy Hollow Halloween Show on
the front lawn of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library. The library is located
at North Avenue and Forest Road in
Fanwood. The Halloween Parade will
start immediately afterward.

Children and adults should assemble
in front of the library by 6 p.m., because
at 6:15 p.m. the parade will depart for
La Grande Park. Once the parade ar-
rives at La Grande Park, at approxi-
mately 6:30 p.m., the Costume Contest
will begin for children of all ages.

Anyone wishing to enter a pump-
kin in the Jack-O’-Lantern Contest
should bring his or her carved cre-
ation to the park and fill out an entry
form by 6:30 p.m. Prizes will be
awarded for the best costumes and
the best jack-o’-lanterns.

Free cider, doughnuts and coffee
will be available.

The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion will present this evening of fun
and festivities.

Civil War Visual Culture
To Be Luncheon Topic

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will present its
next First Wednesday Luncheon on
November 2. It will take place at
noon at Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Guest speaker Donna Thompson
Ray will give a brief presentation
on the visual culture of the Ameri-
can Civil War (1861-1865), an
overview of the period’s array of
visual media — including the fine
arts, ephemera, photography, car-
toons, maps and monuments — to
examine how information and opin-
ion about the war and its impact
were recorded and disseminated,
and the ways visual media ex-
pressed and shaped Americans’
views of the conflict.

Ms. Ray is the project director
for faculty development programs
at the American Social History
Project/Center for Media and
Learning. She has directed many
National Endowment for the Hu-
manities-funded faculty develop-
ment programs and visual history
projects, including Learning to
Look: Visual Evidence and the U.S.
Past in the New Media Classroom

(2002, 2004), Picturing U.S. His-
tory: An Interactive Resource for
Teaching with Visual Evidence
website (2007), and the college/
university summer institute, Visual
Culture of the American Civil War
(2012, 2014, 2016). She is a doc-
toral candidate in American his-
tory at Drew University specializ-
ing in 19th-century American vi-
sual culture.

A published writer and former
independent art curator and pho-
tographer, Ms. Ray is the owner of
an independent fine art appraisal
firm, ATFA Appraisal, based in
Westfield.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
calling Mary Orlando at (908) 233-
2930 by noon on Monday, October
31. The luncheon fee is $30 for
Westfield Historical Society mem-
bers and $35 for non-members, and
includes a three-course meal, cof-
fee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon
fee may be paid at the door. Westfield
Historical Society memberships also
will be available at the luncheon.

For more information on
Westfield Historical Society events,
visit westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

ROTARY EVENTS...The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will host a
Veterans Day lunch at its meeting on Wednesday, November 9, at noon, at the
Stage House Restaurant in Scotch Plains, honoring veterans in the club and the
local community. Veterans in Fanwood and Scotch Plains are invited to attend but
must register in advance as space is limited. To register, contact Julie Murphy at
(800) 258-9249 or julie@franchisefalcon.com. Pictured, the club inducts new
member Jeff Schneider of Two River Bank, second from right, on October 19. He
is joined by, from left, Steve Goldberg, club vice-president; Don Rosenberg,
treasurer, and Carmela Resnick, president.

Library Programs to Include
Accounting, PC Computers
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library will again offer
“Accounting Basics Demystified,
Parts I and II” on Monday, October
31, and Wednesday, November 9,
from 1 to 4 p.m. Additionally, the
library will host “Introduction to
PC Computers” on Saturday, No-
vember 5, from 1 to 4 p.m.

All of these classes will be pre-
sented by Karen Camden, a frequent
speaker at the library. She is the presi-
dent of Camden Associates, a con-
sulting firm that provides services in
communications and people skills,
organizational assessments and clut-
ter control. She also has presented
numerous computer classes and work-
shops on organizing, repurposing,
kitchen gardens and sewing.

“Accounting Basics Demystified,
Parts I and II” are for those who are
frightened by accounting terminol-
ogy or who are new to the concepts of
accounting and finance. Participants
will become familiar with the termi-
nology and basics so that they will be
able to understand financial state-
ments and the accounting process, as
well as how to read an annual report
and to apply and interpret ratios.

“Introduction to PC Computers”
is for those who are completely
new to using computers. Ms.
Camden will discuss terms such as
Windows, the cloud, ISP and icons.
She also will talk about how com-
puters work. Neither MAC nor
Apple will be discussed.

Class members additionally will
receive a tip sheet on “what to
consider before buying a new com-
puter.” This is not a hands-on class.

These programs are free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Recipro-
cal Agreement Libraries. Interested

persons are advised to check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org, to see if their library par-
ticipates. To register, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

The library will be closed on Fri-
day, November 11, for Veterans Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary at 550 East Broad Street for
a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Veterans Park to Be
Dedicated Nov. 12

MOUNTAINSIDE — The commu-
nity is invited to join all Mountainside
veterans for the dedication on Satur-
day, November 12, at 2 p.m., of
Mountainside Veterans Memorial Park
at Constitution Plaza, adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library.

F-SP Service League Begins
Doll and Toy Sale Nov. 1

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
will hold its annual Doll and Toy
Sale from Tuesday, November 1,
to Saturday, November 5.

Service League volunteers have
collected merchandise for this spe-
cial sale throughout the year. A wide
variety of items will be featured —
books, games, toys, and, of course,
dolls. There will be baby dolls, Barbie-
type fashion dolls, international and
holiday dolls, collector and vintage
dolls. Accessories will be available
as well. All dolls and toys are new or
gently used and in “great condition,”
according to the Service League.

Customers also will find the shop
decked out for the upcoming holidays
with a huge array of seasonal decora-
tions, wreaths, ornaments, wrappings
and other merchandise. Collectibles
and formal tableware will be available
in the Collector’s Corner.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
local communities since 1974. Since
its founding, the League has donated
more than $1.2 million for local
causes. Anyone interested in learning
more about the League or League
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the website at
scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com or
speak to any volunteers at the shop.
Interested persons also are encour-
aged to check out the organization’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and give the
League a “Like.”

Thrift shop hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Saturday,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Gently-used dona-
tions are always welcome during
business hours. Free parking is avail-
able on the street and in the rear of
the building. Visitors may enter the
parking lot via Willow Avenue.

Rotary ‘Small Plates’ Event
To Combat Local Hunger

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation and Lord &
Taylor of Westfield will team up for a
second year on Thursday, November
3, for a charitable party dubbed “Small
Plates for a Great Cause.” It will be
held at Lord & Taylor’s Westfield
store from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Proceeds
will go to the Rotary Club’s Project
Hunger, which aims to alleviate hun-
ger in the local community “one child-
at-a-time,” and to college scholar-
ships to qualified Westfield students.

The evening’s fare will include
appetizers prepared by area restau-
rants and caterers, wine tasting from
prominent vineyards, live music and
a fashion show featuring local “ce-
lebrities” such as members of
Westfield High School’s champion
track team. According to Lord & Tay-
lor Manager Karen Orsini, the store
will provide discounts for shopping
and will donate a percentage of pur-
chases made by attendees that evening
to the Rotary Foundation.

“Once again it is going to be a
fantastic evening in which to meet
and mingle with community mem-
bers thanks to Lord & Taylor’s gener-
ous invitation to use its outstanding
facility to benefit our charitable en-
deavors,” said Rotarian Marc Millet,
chairman of the Rotary Club Founda-
tion board.

Former Foundation chairman
Michael Miller arranged the partner-
ship with the store with Ms. Orsini,
who, upon hearing about last year’s

sold-out success, “invited us to re-
prise the collaboration, and it quickly
became a done deal.”

“Among the club’s concerns is child-
hood hunger. In our beautiful town,
frequently referred to as ‘affluent,’
teachers have noticed some children
who have concentration issues in class
due to hunger,” said Mr. Millet, ex-
plaining the way “Small Plates” fights
hunger locally. “While the kids are
recipients of lunches under a govern-
ment program, they may go hungry on
weekends. We participate in an initia-
tive known as the ‘Backpack Program’
in which a committee fills backpacks
with easy-to-prepare, nutritional food
that teachers confidentially distribute
to the needy children on Fridays.”

Committee member Sherry Cronin,
who arranged for the appetizers, re-
ported that the following restaurateurs
had committed to supplying a wide
range of delicacies: Akai, Bovella’s,
the Brick Oven, Casa di Pizza,
Cosimo’s, Feast Catering, Ferraro’s,
Hershey’s Deli, Jersey Mike’s, Limani
Seafood Grill, Manhattan Bagel,
Mojave Grill, Old Havana,
Roosterspin, Sweet Waters, Theresa’s,
Vicki’s Diner, Xocolatz, 16 Prospect
Street, NosVino, Five Star Catering,
Di Farina, Addams Tavern, Splash of
Thai, Chipotle and Cheese Shoppe.

Tickets for “Small Plates for a
Great Cause” are $40 per person
and may be purchased from Rotary
Club members or by e-mailing
Smallplates2016@yahoo.com.

STRONG ALLIANCE...Garwood Public Library patron Karla Quinones Ruggiero,
pictured on the right with Library Director Maryanne Duffy, and her non-profit
organization Adelante Alliance recently were honored as “Volunteer of the Year”
by the Libraries of Union County Consortium. This past year, through Ms.
Ruggiero’s efforts, the Garwood Library was able to provide ESL, Adult Education
classes and seminars. Her organization, through a special grant, was able to donate
laptops to the library, enabling the library to conduct computer classes for youth
and seniors. Ms. Ruggiero and her organization run Adult Education classes every
Thursday, Bilingual Knitting on Tuesdays, and a Day of the Dead celebration is
scheduled for Thursday, November 3. For details, contact the library.

Crane’s Ford DAR Earns
Nat., State Society Awards

CRANFORD — The Crane’s Ford
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) received multiple awards
from the National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
(NSDAR) and the New Jersey State
DAR at the September 17 State DAR
meeting.

The local chapter was successful
in several categories including
“Level One Chapter Achievement
Award for Outstanding Accomplish-
ments,” indicating the chapter ranks
among the top 47 State DAR chap-
ters. The award is based on cumula-
tive points in meeting NSDAR ob-
jectives in American history, educa-
tion, patriotism and volunteer vet-
eran services.

Other national DAR awards include
“Celebrate America!” recognition for
“Serving its Community”; “Historic
Preservation” for presenting a His-
toric Preservation Recognition Award
to the Cranford individuals who
worked on preserving the Cranford
Murals, and a “Conservation Award”
for outstanding conservation project.

On the NJDAR state level, Crane’s
Ford was cited for “Outstanding Con-
servation” for presenting a conserva-

tion minute at all chapter meetings.
Locally, Cranford DAR presented

monetary awards and certificates of
excellence to three graduating se-
niors: The NSDAR “Good Citizen
Award” to a student at both Cranford
High School and Mother Seton Re-
gional High School and the NSDAR
Excellence in American History
Award at Cranford High School. The
chapter also presented monetary
awards, a medal and certificates of
excellence to an outstanding JROTC
cadet at Elizabeth High School, Lin-
den High School and Abraham Clark
High School in Roselle.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution is a volunteer service or-
ganization dedicated to historic pres-
ervation, education and patriotism.
For membership in the DAR, a woman
must prove her lineal descent from a
patriot of the American Revolution.
DAR volunteers are always willing to
provide guidance and assistance with
ancestry research. For more informa-
tion on membership, contact Crane’s
Ford Chapter Registrar Patty
Campanelli by e-mail at
patushkat@aol.com or visit the Na-
tional DAR website at dar.org.

Wednesday Morning Club
Lists November Activities

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club will meet November 2
at 11 a.m. at the Cranford Community
Center, when Emily La Iacona, ex-
ecutive director of the non-profit or-
ganization Roots and Wings, will be
the featured speaker.

Roots and Wings is an organiza-
tion that provides young adults who
age out of the foster care system in
New Jersey with safe housing, edu-
cational support, counseling and op-
portunities to learn practical life
skills. The goal is helping these
high-risk, disadvantaged young
adults move toward self sufficiency
and successful assimilation into
society.

The club’s monthly business meet-
ing will begin at 10 a.m., followed by
Ms. La Iacona’s talk at 11 a.m. The
Cranford Community Center is lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
Everyone is welcome.

The club’s Public Affairs Depart-

ment will meet on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 8, at 1 p.m., at the home of Sue
Driscoll. Ms. Driscoll will lead a dis-
cussion about the election process.

The Arts and Crafts Department
will meet the following Tuesday, No-
vember 15, at 10 a.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. Anne Castellano,
an artist and member of the club, will
conduct a workshop about how to
create a painting.

The Literature Department will
meet at the home of Barbara Jackson
on Monday, November 28, at 1 p.m.
Participants will discuss “The Night-
ingale” by Kristin Hannah.

All interested women in Cranford
and the surrounding communities are
invited to visit the club’s board meet-
ings on the first Wednesday of the
month at the Cranford Community
Center or to call Membership Chair-
person Sue Driscoll at (908) 232-
6725 to request more information
about the club.

Great Pumpkin Carve Out
Rescheduled For Saturday

CRANFORD — The Great Pump-
kin Carve Out at Hanson Park in
Cranford, originally scheduled for
October 22, has been postponed until
this Saturday, October 29.

The pumpkin-carving contest is
open to all ages, with awards to be
given for funniest, scariest and most
original, in age groups 4 to 8, 9 to 12,
13 to 17 and 18 to adult. Carved
pumpkins may be dropped off be-
tween 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. at Hanson
Park, 38 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, on Saturday along with a
completed registration form.

Visitors will have an opportunity to

stroll along the lighted pathway
through the garden of Hanson Park to
see the carved pumpkins on display,
each on its own pedestal, from 6 to 9
p.m. that evening.

They also are invited to bring blan-
kets for a big-screen outdoor show-
ing of the 1958 camp classic The
Blob, starring Steve McQueen. The
movie, stroll and contest are all free.
Hot cider will be available.

Registration forms are available
online at jcas.org or from the Cranford
Community Center, 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, before the event.
Pumpkins can be picked up after the
event. This is a Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS) event, along with
cosponsors the Cranford Jaycees and
the Friends of the Cranford Library.

A CHILD’S DREAM...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League Thrift Shop
will feature such items as these during its annual Doll and Toy Sale taking place
Tuesday through Saturday, November 1 to 5. Seasonal merchandise also will be
available. The shop is located at 1741 East Second Street, Scotch Plains.

Owen Brand 
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Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
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© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16
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Halloween Parade
On Tap In Garwood
GARWOOD — The Lions Club of

Garwood will present the borough’s
Annual Halloween Parade/Costume
Contest on Halloween Night, Mon-
day, October 31. Participants are
asked to assemble at the intersection
of Willow Avenue and Center Street,
with the parade stepping off at 7 p.m.

The parade will proceed to Lincoln
School, where costumes will be
judged and prizes awarded, includ-
ing an adult category.

Although the Lions are best known
for recycling used eyeglasses, this
international service organization also
sponsors the annual Halloween Pa-
rade and many youth activities in-
cluding baseball and Scouting, as well
as awarding scholarships.

To learn more about Lionism and
obtain information about membership,
call Peggy Briggs at (908) 654-4977.

Needle Niters to Focus
On Gift Bags Nov. 4

FANWOOD — The Needle Nite
group will meet on Friday, November
4, beginning at 7 p.m., in the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church’s Westminster
Hall on Marian Avenue to make gift
bags. The gift bags will be filled at the
group’s Friday, December 2 meeting
with toiletries for Park Hotel residents.

Early next year ditty bags will be
made for the Seamen’s Christmas at
Sea project and filled with the hats
and scarves that are made monthly by
Needle Niters.

Gifts of quilts are made through-
out the year, as are knitted baby
items and lap robes, all created for
many charities.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website, fanwoodpc.org.
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Union County Day of Prayer
Draws Nearly 600 People

WESTFIELD — Nearly 600
people came together October 5 for
the Third Annual Union County Day
of Prayer, which was held at The
Parish Community of Saint Helen in
Westfield.

“Day of Prayer and Reflection:
Honoring People of All Faith Commu-
nities” drew speakers and readers from
the Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu
and Sikh faiths. They were joined by
people of all races and nationalities, as
well as more than 100 people with
disabilities. The event featured prayers,
meditations and songs.

The Annual Union County Day of
Prayer is planned and orchestrated
each year by the Union County Inter-
faith Coordinating Council, an organi-
zation comprising interfaith congre-
gations and community-based
nonprofits, including Community Ac-
cess Unlimited (CAU). The council
promotes inclusion of all people within
the community and creates a clearing-
house of faith-based, nonprofit and
government community services avail-
able to the public while bringing greater
awareness of these services to the wider
community, according to Sid
Blanchard, CAU executive director.
CAU is a statewide, Elizabeth-based
nonprofit providing support programs
and services to adults with disabilities
as well as youth served under the De-
partment of Children and Families.

“I think it’s important to stand with
people of other faiths whenever pos-
sible. Especially now when there is a
force of division…we want to reach
across the pew and see how we are
more alike than different yet also cel-

ebrate the ways we are different,”
said Rabbi Joel Abraham of Temple
Sholom in Scotch Plains, one of the
participating clergy members.

The Reverend Cynthia Cochran-
Carney of the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church in Scotch Plains, an-
other participant, said, “There are
many misunderstandings in our coun-
try about different faith groups, many
stereotypes. I want to promote the
vision we are all called by God and
need to respect each other,” she noted.

The Venerable Klint Kevalin from
the Buddhist Dhammakaya Medita-
tion Center in Fanwood, who also
took part, said, “It’s nice when we can
come together and share peace and
have a true commonality that we want
to have goodness in the world.”

Dr. Mohammad Ali Chaudry of the
Islamic Society of Basking Ridge said,
“Interfaith cooperation is critical for
not only the Muslim community but
all communities. I’ve been talking
about how to confront and counter
bigotry. I will know I am making a
difference when I see a Muslim say
something hateful about another group
and another Muslim stand up and say,
‘That’s not right.’ When a Jew says
something hateful and another Jew
says, ‘That’s not right.’ And a Chris-
tian and so on.”

He encouraged everyone in atten-
dance to sign a pledge to “stand up for
the other.” The pledge form is avail-
able online at standupfortheother.org.

A full list of houses of worship that
participated in the Union County Day
of Prayer can be found at caunj.org/
?page_id=3668.

FAITH AND HARMONY...Members of the Union County Interfaith Coordinat-
ing Council and other invited speakers gather October 5 for the Third Annual
Union County Day of Prayer. The event took place at The Parish Community of
Saint Helen in Westfield.

CONGRATULATIONS...Gina and Anthony Schultz, longtime residents of
Westfield, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with family and friends
September 25 at New Jersey National Golf Club in Basking Ridge. The party
was given by their sons, Stephen and Kevin, and family, with a trip to Hawaii to
follow. The couple also has three grandchildren.

Mountainside Library
Posts November Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
announced multiple programs for
November. The library will be
closed on Friday, November 11, in
observance of Veterans Day, and
on Thursday, November 24, and
Friday, November 25, in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving Day.

Tuesday Night Movies will open
November 1 with Eye in the Sky
(R), and continue with My House
in Umbria (PG-13) on November
8; Whiskey Tango Foxtrot (R) on
November 15; Race (PG-13) on
November 22 and Four Weddings
and a Funeral (R) on November
29. All movies start at 6:30 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy: Great
Courses Fall Course will continue
on Mondays in November at 1:15
p.m., featuring lectures by Profes-
sor Stephen Ressler of the United
States Military Academy at West
Point on “Everyday Engineering:
Understanding the Marvels of Daily
Life.” Participants are invited to
bring their lunch; coffee, tea and
cookies will be served for dessert.

“Those Great, Great Broadway
Composers” will take place on Sat-
urday, November 5, at 2 p.m.
Mountainside favori te Skip
Ungar ’s presentat ion of
Broadway’s most famous compos-
ers will start with music from

George M. Cohan and continue
with Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern,
the Gershwins, Cole Porter and Ri-
chard Rodgers. During this one-
hour program Mr. Ungar will play
the piano and sing such classic
songs as “Yankee Doodle Dandy,”
“No Business Like Show Business”
and “Old Man River,” among oth-
ers.

“How to Save an Hour a Day by
Getting Organized” will be held on
Thursday, November 10, at 7:30
p.m. Jamie Novak from Scotch
Plains will present a humorous look
at the common challenges to get-
ting organized and offer a few
simple organizing tricks.

“Saturday Musical Getaways:
Petrograss” is slated for Novem-
ber 12, from 2 to 3 p.m., featuring
a return engagement by Union
County bluegrass band Petrograss
performing on guitar, fiddle, man-
dolin, harmonica, banjo and flute.
Formed in 2011, this band of local
musicians has a repertoire that in-
cludes country and folk music, sea
shanties, Irish tunes and waltzes,
and more.

Additional programs are sched-
uled for later in the month. To reg-
ister for these programs, visit the
library or call (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Westfield Library Schedules
Program on Medicare

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on Medicare on Tuesday, No-
vember 1, at 11 a.m.

This program will be presented by
the New Jersey State Health Insur-
ance Assistance Program (SHIP),
which provides free help to New
Jersey Medicare beneficiaries who
need assistance with their health in-
surance. The assistance is objective
and confidential.

Marvin Bayne, a counselor with
SHIP, will discuss Medicare Parts A
and B, Medigap Plans, Advantage Plans,
Drug Plans, Coordination of Benefits
(employer plans) and low-income sub-
sidies for Medicare. He also will dis-

cuss changes to Medicare for 2017.
The program is free and open to

the public.
Westfield Memorial Library hours

are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday. The library will be
closed Friday, November 11, for Vet-
erans Day.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org and sign up for the monthly
e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop
by the library at 550 East Broad Street
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Children, teenagers, families and people of all ages are
invited to join in the joy of the Christmas season a little early by packing gift boxes
for children around the world for the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
Project. The event will take place at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains on Sunday, November 6, at 11:30 a.m.

Willow Grove Invites All
To Shoebox Packing Party

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to come to
a Packing Party to pack holiday gift
boxes for children around the world. It
will take place on Sunday, November
6, at 11:30 a.m., in Alexander Hall.

The Mini Mission group of Willow
Grove Church, a group for children in
first through sixth grades, will host
this activity. The group has been col-
lecting items since September. Mini
Mission meets regularly to help chil-
dren learn compassion and empathy
while growing in their Christian faith
and serving others.

Participants will pack shoeboxes
of gifts for children as part of Opera-
tion Christmas Child. This ministry
of Samaritan’s Purse delivers mil-
lions of gift-filled shoeboxes around
the United States and the world to
children who are suffering because of
war, natural disaster and poverty.

Following the 10 a.m. worship ser-
vice, adults and children of all ages
will fill the shoeboxes with donations
as well as make Christmas cards to

include in the boxes. Refreshments
will be served during the Packing Party.
This event is a service project a family
can do together. Boxes will be deliv-
ered to the Evangel Church in Scotch
Plains, which is the regional donation
center for Operation Christmas Child.

Donations of items are being ac-
cepted at the church. Suggested items
for gifts include the following for
girls and boys ages 5 to 9: small toys
— small cars, balls, small stuffed
animals, costume jewelry, kazoos;
school supplies — crayons or mark-
ers, stamps and ink pads, writing
pads or paper, solar calculators, small
board books, stickers; hygiene —
child’s toothbrush, toothpaste, mild
bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb,
washcloth. Plastic and cardboard
shoeboxes also are needed.

For more information, call (908)
232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org. The church
is located at 1961 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, near the south-side
soccer field and firehouse off South
Martine Avenue.

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Benefit El Salvador

CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, will have
a bake sale fundraiser this Sunday,
October 30, at 11 a.m., benefiting
Foundation Cristosal. Foundation
Cristosal is an independent, faith-
based, nonprofit organization that
partners with the people of El Sal-
vador in their struggle for peace,
justice and reconciliation.

“At Trinity we take Jesus’ words,
‘whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for me,’ to heart,
whether it’s here or across the
world,” said Mother Stephanie
Shockley of the Trinity Episcopal
Church.

El Salvador suffered a brutal 12-
year civil war that killed more than

75,000 people, followed by a se-
ries of natural disasters which de-
stroyed much of the country’s in-
frastructure and housing.

“Today some two million Salva-
dorans live in substandard hous-
ing. We invite everyone to come
and support this important effort,”
Mother Stephanie continued.

Foundation Cristosal  was
founded in 2001 by the Anglican
Bishop of El Salvador and the
former dean of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Cathedral in Syracuse, N.Y., to
bring together Salvadorans and
North Americans to work toward
creating positive social change in
El Salvador. For more than 10
years, Foundation Cristosal has de-
veloped partnerships with people
and parish communities of the Epis-
copal Church in the United States
and the Anglican Church of Canada.
The result is a network of passion-
ate and committed people across
North America who work with
Foundation Cristosal to support the
people of El Salvador.

For more information about
Foundation Cristosal ,  visi t
cristosal.org/.
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TRICK OR TREAT

BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H

BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office

and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy between

November 1st and November 4th will receive four free
movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

Christine Cosenza
To Host Food Drive

WESTFIELD — Local State Farm
Agent Christine Cosenza will host a
food drive to benefit the Community
FoodBank in Hillside. The food drive
will run from Tuesday, November 1,
to Monday, November 21.

Donations will be accepted from
the public at the State Farm office at
2 Elm Street, Westfield. They may be
dropped off Monday through Friday,
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., and also
on Saturdays, November 5 and No-
vember 19, from 9 a.m. to noon.

Story Time Yoga
Available For Kids

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library will host “Story Time Yoga”
featuring Lisa Ferraro. The program
mixes poses, games, storytelling, art
and music to teach children to release
the “sillies” and find the calm.

Children ages 2 to 5 will use props
— like balls, scarves, pinwheels and
pom-poms — to build strength, flex-
ibility and self-confidence through
play. Sessions will be held on Mon-
days, at 10:15 a.m., from October 31
through December 19.

Registration is required and cur-
rently underway. Admission is free
and all Cranford residents are wel-
come. For a list of other upcoming
programs, visit the library Web page
at cranford.com.

Rosary Society Posts
Date For Meeting

CRANFORD — The Rosary Soci-
ety of St. Michael Church in Cranford
will meet on Monday, November 7, at
7:30 p.m., in the Parish Center, lo-
cated at 40 Alden Street, Cranford.

Beverly A. Friend, from the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities,
will be the guest speaker. She will
give a presentation on “Lenape Cul-
ture: An Introduction to American
Indian Life in New Jersey.” Members
and guests are invited. For more in-
formation, call the Parish Center at
(908) 276-0360.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –Frank A. McTeigue, 82, Family Man;
Teacher Known For Generous Nature
Frank A. McTeigue, 82, of

Westfield, passed away peacefully
on Saturday, October 22, 2016, sur-
rounded by his loving family.

He was born March 1, 1934, in
Newark, N.J., and grew up in Nutley.
Frank moved to Westfield nearly 50
years ago, shortly after he and Joan
(Masterson) McTeigue married in
1962. He went to Our Lady of Good
Counsel High School in Newark,
served in the U.S. Army, graduated
from Seton Hall University, received
a master’s degree from Kean Col-
lege, and worked most of his career
with the Long Hill Township School
System as a teacher, administrator
and reading and learning disability
specialist, until his retirement in
1996. Additionally, he worked as
part-time faculty at Kean College.

His passions included reading, cur-
rent events and basketball — which
he played thrice weekly up until his
death. Frank was most passionate
about teaching, with education be-
ing his life. Every young person who
spent more than five minutes with
Frank McTeigue was under assess-
ment. He’d bring out spelling flash
cards and learning games, like The
Train Game for memorizing the mul-
tiplication tables. He helped chil-
dren see that education is fun. Work-
ing with each young learner’s
strengths, he made them feel most
competent, helping them to succeed.

For 17 years Frank and Joan
owned and operated the Water’s
Edge, a beachfront lunch counter
and bathhouse on 20th Street in
Ship Bottom, Long Beach Island.
Beachgoers remember him best for
glasses down the nose, white socks
pulled to the knees, shorts and
Water’s Edge T-shirt. Always the
educator, he’d give a free ice cream
to the first kid in line able to cor-
rectly spell “picnicking.” When a
guy named Abe Fisher never re-
turned two of Frank’s rental chairs,
he nailed up Abe’s license like a
most-wanted poster and told his
thousands of sand-covered custom-
ers: Don’t be an Abe Fisher; I’m
going to catch that guy — always
delivered with a wry smile.

Frank and Joan are also known
well for their intentionally un-fancy
three-apartment beachfront house
two blocks over on 18th Street,
where friends, family and long-

time renters returned every sum-
mer. Frank would fix a railing or
patch up a paint job, then join his
guests on the deck for a beer to talk
about science, politics and history.
If kids were nearby, he’d test them
on their knowledge of world lead-
ers, often explaining the legacies
of men like Idi Amin, Mao Zedong,
Chiang Kai-shek, Sun Yat-sen, Ho
Chi Minh, Zhou Enlai. His nephew
Don, who was tested on these
names, said: “When I later studied
them in history, I already knew
their stories and would think of
Uncle Frank.” These traditions
lasted 45 years through three gen-
erations of family and friends.

He was egalitarian and forward
thinking, way ahead of his peers,
or even those decades younger than
him, on technology and comput-
ers. And on housework, he called
himself the Clean-up Guy, taking
over the kitchen after Joan cooked.

Frank generously shared his wis-
dom and rational advice, while sup-
porting those around him in any
way needed. He brought great lev-
ity and humor to any chore (for
example, he never asked his chil-
dren or nieces and nephews to clean
up the yard; he asked them to “po-
lice the area”). He served as a men-
tor and role model for common
decency and showing compassion
to and for others. He gave time and
money to support big causes, like
helping the poor, and close to home
causes, like anyone in his circle in
need — and did so humbly. These
were values he shared with Joan
and what made their partnership a
model for a life well lived.

Frank is survived by Joan, his wife
of 54 years, and their three children,
Alvina McMann, Frank McTeigue
and Edward Felix McTeigue. He will
be deeply missed by them, his six
grandchildren, his sister, Maryann
Higgins, all his family and friends
and his nieces and nephews with
whom he was extremely generous.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated
on Tuesday, October 25, 2016, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield. Arrangements were by
Dooley Colonial Home of Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made to either Atlantic Hospice
or Doctors Without Borders.
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Frances ‘Shanee’ Hickman, Was
Former Home Economics Teacher

Frances Hickman

Frances Hickman, “Shanee,”
peacefully passed away on Wednes-
day, October 19, in Granville, Ohio,
where she had moved in 2006 to be
near her daughter and
family.

Frances was born Oc-
tober 28, 1927 in Sharon,
Pa., to the late George
and Frances Christy. She
graduated from high
school there and contin-
ued her education at
Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, earning a bachelor’s
degree in education. She
later received a master’s
degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity. She married
Leland Hickman in 1956
and they moved to
Westfield, N.J., in 1958.
Frances lived there and taught home
economics in North Plainfield, N.J.,
for the next 50 years.

A wide range of interests including
theater, extensive worldwide travel,
entertaining, gourmet cooking and
gardening were Frances’ passions. She
also kept up with all the latest trends
in fashion and design. Her diverse
life is best described by the trio of
names by which she was known. Her
given name, Frances, is what this
well-mannered, gracious lady was
called by acquaintances. Her teach-
ing peers enjoyed a closer relation-
ship and shortened her name to the

work day Fran. A long-ago childhood
cousin who couldn’t pronounce
Frances Ann, anointed her as Shanee,
and family and friends have called

her the same ever since.
It’s an apt name: Shanee
is difficult to say without
smiling.

In addition to her par-
ents, Frances was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, Leland Morris
Hickman, and brother,
George Vernon Christy.

Surviving are her
daughter and son-in-law,
Lisa and Bruce Westall;
her beloved granddaugh-
ter, Paige McCall; sister,
Margaret Ward; in-laws,
Jim and Jane Ann
Bobbitt, and her devoted

caregiver, Nellie Workman.
A graveside service was held on

Tuesday, October 25, at Maple Grove
Cemetery in Granville, with Rever-
end Dr. Stephen H. Applegate as cel-
ebrant. A reception followed in St.
Luke’s Church undercroft at 107 E.
Broadway, Granville.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association of Central Ohio, 1379
Dublin Road, Columbus, Ohio 43215.

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at
www.mcpeekhoekstra.com.
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Author to Tell Old Guard
About Puppy Mill Issue

Kim Kavin

SUMMIT — Author Kim Kavin
will discuss her recent book at the
Tuesday, November 1 meeting of the
Summit Old Guard. The subject of
her address will be “The
Dog Merchants.”

Newspaper classifieds
typically are the first place
puppy buyers go to look for
a new pet. When someone
buys a dog from a pet store
or on the Internet, the dog
almost certainly came from
a “puppy mill,” a “factory
farm” for dogs. In puppy
mills, dogs live in small
cages, often in the mini-
mum legal size allowed
(only six inches larger than
the dog on all sides).

The United States has about 10,000
puppy mills. The federal govern-
ment regulates breeders who sell
puppies online and to pet stores;
however, under its minimal stan-
dards, licensed breeders may own as
many as 1,000 or more dogs. There
are only a few inspectors in each
state. Hundreds of communities al-
ready ban the sale of puppy mill-

bred pets in stores, yet more than
9,000 animals are killed in United
States shelters every year, simply
because they do not have homes.

Ms. Kavin will provide
the sad details and explain
that when poeple adopt a
dog from a shelter, they
are not supporting puppy
mills, and they are saving
a dog’s life.

All active men age 50-
plus are invited to attend
the Tuesday morning meet-
ings of the Summit Area
Old Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Providence
Municipal Center, 360
Elkwood Avenue, New

Providence. A coffee hour starts at
9:15 a.m., followed by a 10 a.m. busi-
ness meeting brightened by singing
and humor. Guest speakers begin their
talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate in
sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

ONE BAG AT A TIME...In order to complete her Gold Award for Girl Scouts,
Megan Webber, a junior at Westfield High School, will give away 100 free reusable
shopping bags this Saturday, October 29, between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., at the
Westfield Farmers Market in the South Avenue train station parking lot, to increase
awareness of environmental issues regarding plastic bags. The giveaway is entitled
“One Bag at a Time.” In her research, Megan learned it takes 1,000 years for a
plastic bag to break down into tiny pieces, and plastic bags do not ever biodegrade.
Pictured, Megan’s friends Lily Maz, left, and Christina Seery support the cause.

Area Residents to Be Feted
At CASA Gala November 4
WESTFIELD AREA — Court Ap-

pointed Special Advocates (CASA) of
Union County’s fourth annual Foster
the Dream Gala will take place Friday,
November 4, at Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains. Westfield
resident Alice Brucia will be honored
with the Dream-Keeper Award for Out-
standing Volunteerism. Doug
Chapman and his family of South
Plainfield, along with his financial ser-
vices firm, will receive the Honorable
Jo-Anne B. Spatola Dream-Maker
Award. Mr. Chapman is immediate
past president of the organization’s
board of trustees.

The evening will kick off at 7 p.m.
with a cocktail reception, during which
guests can peruse silent auction items.
There also will be live auctions, raffles
and mystery bags, the always-popular
wine pull, dancing, award presenta-
tions and a fireworks display over the
picturesque golf course.

CASA of Union County recruits,
trains, supervises and supports com-
munity volunteers to serve as eyes
and ears for the judge, and a voice for
children removed from home and
placed into foster care due to abuse,
neglect or abandonment.

Trained volunteers are sworn in by
a Union County family court judge
and empowered by court order to
contact foster parents, teachers, doc-
tors and therapists. Advocates meet
with their youth regularly and report
findings to the judge, working to en-
sure needs are met and best interests

remain a priority. There are nearly
600 Union County children in foster
care; the organization serves one-third
of those youth.

Ms. Brucia, an advocate since 2013
for six siblings, has built unique bonds
with each of the children. Through
more than 14 court reports, 16 court
hearings and three judges, she has had
80 recommendations formally written
into judges’ orders, and nearly 30 oth-
ers informally accepted on the record.

Mr. Chapman and his wife, Michele,
completed advocacy training 10 years
ago and have since been strong finan-
cial and volunteer supporters for CASA
of Union County. He joined the board
of trustees in 2007. Mrs. Chapman has
spearheaded multiple fund-raising
events, and the couple’s children, Ava
and Jack, assist when possible.

Mr. Chapman’s firm, Wealth Man-
agement Group of Clark, has spon-
sored numerous CASA of Union
County events over the years.

Tickets are $125; to reserve a seat or
table, log onto casaofunioncounty.org,
which also provides details about be-
coming a CASA volunteer or sup-
porter. For additional Gala informa-
tion, contact lauri@cdkevents.com or
(973) 696-3783.

Literary Café to Be
Held November 5

CRANFORD — The next
monthly meeting of Literary Café,
the Cranford Public Library’s book
chat group, will take place on Satur-
day, November 5, at 10:15 a.m., in
the library’s Raddin Room. The li-
brary is located at 224 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford.

The program format is simple.
Participants are asked to bring a
few of their favorite books and tell
the other members of the group what
they like about them. The books can
be new or old, fiction or non-fic-
tion, classic or contemporary.

Sessions are one hour long. There
is no required reading, and attend-
ees will have the opportunity to
learn about books recommended by
other group members. Refreshments
will be served, courtesy of the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary. Registration is not required.
For more information, contact pro-
gram coordinator Sally Hanford at
(908) 709-7272, extension no. 2104,
or at s-hanford@cranfordnj.org.

Computer Group Sets
November 4 Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Ama-
teur Computer Group of New Jer-
sey (ACGNJ) will meet on Friday,
November 4, from 8 to 10 p.m. The
meeting will take place on the sec-
ond floor of the Scotch Plains Res-
cue Squad building, located at 1916
Bartle Avenue.

Professor Barry Burd will give a
presentation that evening on “The
Lambda Calculus and Other Eso-
teric, Impractical Topics.”

In the 1930s, logician Alonzo
Church created a framework that
underlies some of today’s cutting
edge work on programming lan-
guage development. In his talk, Pro-
fessor Burd will try to explain what
Church’s work was all about.

This discussion is designed to
deepen attendees’ understanding of
the way programming languages be-
have. Professor Burd said the pre-
sentation will help him to prepare
for a college course he is teaching in
February.

This is a free event. Directions to
the rescue squad are available on the
club website, acgnj.org, or by call-
ing (908) 246-0410.

The ACGNJ is a computer user group
(club) based in Scotch Plains. Founded
in May of 1975, it is open to anyone
interested in computers. All events are
open to the public and are free.

Westfield Library Acquires
App For Smart Phones

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library has joined the
growing number of libraries offer-
ing mobile apps for smart phones.
Available from the Apple app store
and Google Play, the app works with
both Android and Apple devices.

Depending on which type of de-
vice patrons have, they can visit the
appropriate app store, search
Westfield Library and then down-
load the app, which is free from
either source.

Users are able to do everything
through the app that they normally
do by accessing the library’s website
from their phones: search the cata-
log for materials; access music,
movies, audiobooks and ebooks
through Hoopla, Overdrive,
OneClick Digital and Freading;
check their own accounts; use the
databases for research and sign up
for programs.

According to the Pew Research
Center’s “Technology Device Own-
ership: 2015” survey, released last

fall, almost 70 percent of United
States adults now own a smart
phone. A poll, conducted by the
Allstate/National Journal Heart-
land Monitor and also released last
fall, found that Internet users are
more likely to use mobile devices
as their primary form of access
rather than traditional computers.

In light of these trends, Library
Director Phil Israel said, “Our pa-
trons have long used our fully re-
sponsive website to access our re-
sources and their accounts on smart
phones, but the app provides a much
more seamless experience. It is much
easier and quicker for the user to tap
on a smart phone than to type.”

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of its
award-winning, quarterly newslet-
ter, “Take Note.”

BIRTHDAY BOY...Each month at the Garwood Public Library, any child with a
birthday in the current month can enter a drawing to win a book of their choice as
a birthday gift from the library. The winner for September was Chase Trentacosta.

China to Be Focus
Of Sierra Meeting

AREA — The Sierra Club Loantaka
Group will present Dr. Dongyan Mu,
a Kean University Sustainability pro-
fessor, at its Wednesday, November 9
meeting. She will discuss her recent
trip to China, covering the major en-
vironmental problems and their
causes, plus sustainable development
and achievements.

Free and open to the public, the meet-
ing will be held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
the Library of the Chathams, located at
214 Main Street, Chatham. For more
information, call (908) 233-2414.

Library Volunteers Seeking
Support for Expansion Plan

skyrocketed 32 percent.
When the 2010 Fanwood-Scotch

Plains merged library project failed
to gain traction in either town,
Fanwood developed its own solu-
tions based on a borough-wide sur-
vey and staff reports. Working with
borough council representatives, the
trustees developed a building con-
cept. They hired an architect to ad-
dress all three major problem areas
— infrastructure, access and space.

The redesign of the interior spaces
calls for the children’s department to
move up from the basement into an
expanded area on the main level; for a
safe, secure central room where teens
and tweens can plug in to collaborate,
explore and study; where seniors can
browse; workers from home can re-
charge and audiences have adequate
seating. About a third of the estimated
$3-million cost of the project is desig-
nated for ADA-compliant spaces.

The team of volunteers collecting
signatures hopes to reach its goal be-
fore Monday, October 31. Residents
and business owners may sign the pe-
tition at the library or online at
fanwoodlibrary.org. Library Director
Dan Weiss is taking questions and
comments at (908) 322-6400.

FANWOOD — Volunteers from
the library board, staff and Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library have
been collecting signatures in support
of the Fanwood Library Improve-
ment Project (FLIP).

The grassroots effort began only
two weeks ago at a Coffee With
Mayor Colleen Mahr, when the
mayor, Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell and Friends President Carol
Campell discussed the project with
attendees. Topics included the need
for technology upgrades, more flex-
ible space, a better design reflecting
21st-century library use, and ADA-
compliant access. Initially unaware
of the project, most attendees signed
a circulated petition. The petition
drive was unanimously approved by
the library board as an opening to a
community conversation about li-
brary services and space.

According to a press release from
library officials, the 65-year-old library
building is the most used public struc-
ture in the borough, with over 42,800
visitors in 2015. In the last 15 years,
Fanwood’s population has grown nearly
7 percent, and over a third of that num-
ber is children. Programs attract stand-
ing-room-only crowds. Internet use has

Family M.E.S.S. Due
Back at Library

CRANFORD — Family M.E.S.S.
(Math, Engineering, and Science
Saturday), the award-winning early
literacy program, will return to the
Cranford Public Library on Satur-
day, November 12, at 10:30 a.m.

Children ages 2 to 6 and their
families will explore educational
stations together, where they will
be introduced to scientific concepts,
solve problems and have fun. This
month participants will create “fizzy
colors,” building fine motor func-
tion with eyedroppers, and engi-
neering letters using magnetic tiles.

Admission is free and all Cranford
residents are welcome. The Cranford
Public Library is located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford. For a list of
other upcoming programs, visit the
library Web page at
CranfordLibrary.org and click on the
Children’s tab near the top of the page.

Local Cemeteries
To Be Event Topic

PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield will share “Hal-
loween Adventures and Local Cem-
etery Stories” this Sunday, October
30, beginning at 2 p.m.

Given by Leanne Manna and Nancy
Piwowar, both officers of the Histori-
cal Society of Plainfield, the presen-
tation will take place at the Drake
House Museum, located at 602 West
Front Street, Plainfield.

Ms. Manna, a Kean University
Honors History student, will discuss
some local stories from Rahway Cem-
etery, including tragic cases; the mys-
tery of the Unknown Woman, and
Abraham Clark, signer of the Decla-
ration of Independence.

Ms Piwowar, a local historian, will
talk about Plainfield cemeteries, and
reveal a few unbelievable circum-
stances that relate to local cemeteries.

The museum is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
Onsite parking at the museum is avail-
able. For directions and more infor-
mation about the Drake House and
the Historical Society of Plainfield,
visit drakehouseplainfieldnj.org.
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Westfield Teacher Wins
Christa McAuliffe Award

METRIC MEASURES...  Sydney Racine of Piscataway and David Ezra Flatau
Jones of Scotch Plains, sixth grade students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison, work on a unit of metric measurements in science class. The students felt
like "real scientists" using graduated cylinders and pipettes to measure out a
rainbow of colored water in test tubes.

Zimmermann Named to
ACCT Diversity Committee
CRANFORD - Union County Col-

lege President Margaret M.
McMenamin announced that Mary
M. Zimmermann, former Chair of the
Union County College Foundation
and member of the College’s Board
of Trustees and Board of Governors,
has been elected to the Association of
Community College Trustees’
(ACCT) Diversity Committee.

The Diversity Committee ensures
the leadership of ACCT of the in-
volvement of historically
underrepresented diverse populations
within the governance activities of
the organization. The Committee pro-
motes respect for and acceptance of
diverse individuals and advances
awareness and educational opportu-
nity for underrepresented populations.
It advises the ACCT Board by
strengthening the links with the mi-
nority membership, identifying issues
that require member input and rec-
ommending strategies to gather in-
put.

Mrs. Zimmermann, a resident of
Summit, describes herself as a “pro-
fessional volunteer.” In addition to
the time she devotes to Union County
College, she also commits her time to
other organizations. In July 2010, Mrs.
Zimmermann was named Volunteer
of the Month by SAGE Eldercare. In
2015, she was the first recipient of
SAGE’s Bob Abelson Carry the Torch
Award, for her many years as a volun-
teer to the Meals on Wheels program
as well as other community organiza-
tions. Mrs. Zimmermann also partici-
pates in Summit’s “Loaves and
Fishes” food pantry at St. Teresa of
Avila Church, sorting and bagging
grocery staples for families in need.

Mrs. Zimmermann serves as one of
five commissioners on the Summit
Housing Authority. The SHA owns
and manages 195 low-rent family,
elderly and handicapped housing

units. The authority is also the City of
Summit’s designated local redevel-
opment agency and administers the
City’s Community Development
Block Grants Program. The Author-
ity is responsible for the administra-
tive aspects of the management, de-
velopment and rehabilitation of af-
fordable lower income housing.

Union County College is a public
comprehensive community college
providing quality, affordable, acces-
sible educational programs that serve
the greater Union County region. It is
the oldest of New Jersey’s 19 Associ-
ate degree colleges, serving both ca-
reer-minded and transfer-oriented stu-
dents since 1933. The college enrolls
almost 30,000 credit, non-credit and
continuing education students and is
accredited by the Middle States Com-
mission on Higher Education. Many
programs lead to the Associate in
Arts, Science and Applied Science
degrees.

TEACHING FOR THE STARS...Kimberly Leegan, winner of the 2016 Christa
McAuliffe Reach for the Stars Award, launches a discussion in her first few weeks
of 9th Grade Global Perspectives at Westfield High School by asking students to
consider these questions: What is culture?  What does it mean to be “civilized”?
What does it mean to be human?  How do indigenous peoples change when
encountering the rest of the world and how does the rest of world change from
encountering indigenous peoples?

97 Percent of WHS Grads
Continuing Education

WESTFIELD – Kimberly Leegan,
Westfield High School Social Stud-
ies teacher, has been selected for the
2016 Christa McAuliffe Reach for
the Stars Award. The award will be
presented by the National Council for
the Social Studies (NCSS), the orga-
nization which in 1986 established
the award to help classroom teachers
“reach for the stars” and achieve a
dream that under ordinary circum-
stances would not be fulfilled. The
purpose of the fund is to support
research and classroom application
projects which improve social stud-
ies education, foster enlightened citi-
zenship, and promote civic compe-
tence.

“Kim is being recognized for her
'Adopt a Country Project' that she
uses in her 9th grade Global Perspec-
tives course,” stated Andrea Brennan,
Westfield’s Supervisor of Social Stud-
ies, who together with Ms. Leegan
submitted the grant proposal last
spring. As the grant recipient, Leegan
will receive a check for $2,500 for
classroom materials. She also has been
invited to be a presenter at the 97th
Annual NCSS Conference in San
Francisco, C.A., when she will dis-
cuss the implementation of her
project.

“The Adopt a Country project al-
lows students to learn more about the
countries we hear so much about in
the news today,” explained Ms.
Leegan. “I want my students to learn
more than just the sound bites. Every
country, every culture is made of many
stories, not just one. This project af-
fords students an opportunity to learn
about the rich history, culture, and
people of these countries and to edu-
cate, not only themselves, but their
classmates.”

As part of last year’s project,
Westfield High School Global Per-

spective students used their research
to create Weebly Sites to showcase
what they had learned. In addition,
students created web quests, which
were exchanged and completed by
classmates, so that other students
could benefit from their knowledge.

Ms. Leegan emphasized that the
most important part of the project is
the informed action component.  Af-
ter learning about their adopted coun-
try, students identify a problem that
the country faces and propose a ser-
vice project to address that problem.
Proposals are vetted and selected by
the students. According to Ms.
Leegan, “We start the year with the
question:  What does it mean to be a
global citizen? We end our year with
the realization that citizenship takes
action.”

Upon notification of the award,
Ms. Leegan responded, “We are so
fortunate to be able to obtain this
grant because it will allow us to ex-
pand this project by incorporating the
use of Google expedition goggles in
the classroom. This device enables
students to take virtual tours of some
of these countries. We also intend to
use the grant money for guest speak-
ers who will address the issue of
global citizenship.”

“We are very excited and proud of
Kim's efforts,” stated Ms. Brennan.

“This award is well deserved and
demonstrates the importance of so-
cial studies education and good citi-
zenship,” added Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan.  “It remains
a core of our school district’s mission
statement to ‘educate all students to
reach their highest potential as pro-
ductive, well-balanced and respon-
sible citizens who respect individual
differences and diversity in an ever
changing world’,” added Ms. Dolan.

Lynn Earns Scholarship at
Baldwin Wallace University

WESTFIELD – A total of 97 per-
cent of the Westfield High School
(WHS) graduates of 2016 are pur-
suing a higher education this fall.
According to a report released by
the WHS Office of Counseling Ser-
vices, 450 students are continuing
their education with 91 percent at-
tending four-year colleges and uni-
versities, five percent attending two-
year colleges, and one percent en-
tering vocational, business and other
post high school institutions. The
remaining graduates have entered
the work force, are taking a year off,
or had future plans that were unde-
cided.

The class of 2016 – having earned
99.2% graduation rate -- is attending
a significant list of 162 colleges and
universities in more than 30 states.
Four graduates are studying in
Canada.

The most popular out-of-state col-
leges and universities selected by this
year’s graduates include: University
of Delaware (24 students); Pennsyl-
vania State University (20); Univer-
sity of Maryland (14); Syracuse Uni-
versity (11); and University of Ver-

mont (9). Six graduates are attending
Ivy League schools.

A total of 82 WHS graduates are
continuing their education in New
Jersey, with 59 attending four-year
colleges and universities and 23 en-
tering two-year colleges.

The most widely attended 4-year
New Jersey school is Rutgers Univer-
sity with 19 WHS graduates, followed
by Seton Hall University where 7
grads are enrolled. Looking at two-
year secondary institutions, Union
County College welcomed 19 WHS
graduates this fall.

In summarizing the report to the
Board of Education on October 18,
Margaret Dolan, Superintendent of
Schools, commented that she wished
all the graduates much success and
encouraged them to keep the district
informed of how they are doing and
of any suggestions they might have.
"We want all of our students to be
prepared for their college and career
choices," stated Dr. Dolan.

A complete list of 2016 plans is
posted at www.westfieldnjk12.org on
the Westfield High School Counsel-
ing Department’s website.

BEREA, OHIO. – Matthew Lynn
of Westfield was among more than
500 students who earned endowed
scholarships at Baldwin Wallace
University (BW) this fall. Mr. Lynn,
a graduate of Westfield High
School majoring in music theatre,
earned the Martha G. Arnold Tal-
ent Scholarship.

BW has a long history of en-
dowed scholarship support from
alumni, faculty, trustees and
friends. More than 385 named
scholarships provide over $3 mil-
lion to help students attend, persist
and graduate from BW. Endowed
scholarships vary in their require-
ments with many specifying finan-
cial need, a course of study, in-
volvement on campus or a commit-
ment to excellence in a particular
field. BW grants a wide range of
scholarships to current students
each year. Including endowed,
merit and need-based scholarships,
BW students received over $41
million in financial support from
the University for the 2016-2017
academic year.

Baldwin Wallace University,
founded in 1845, was one of the
first colleges to admit students
without regard to race or gender.
An independent, coeducational uni-
versity of 4,000 students, BW of-
fers coursework in the liberal arts

tradition in 75 academic areas.
Located in Berea, 12 miles from
downtown Cleveland, BW offers
students the cultural, educational
and business advantages of a ma-
jor metropolitan area.

NATIONAL SCHOLAR...Natalia Zeller MacLean, a Westfield High School
senior, has been named a National Hispanic Scholar by the College Board, based
on her PSAT test scores last year. About 5,000 (the top two percent) of the roughly
250,000 Hispanic students who take the test receive the award. Natalia, who is of
Bolivian heritage and bilingual, is also among the Westfield High School students
named Commended Scholars by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
Natalia has been inducted into the National Honor Society and volunteers to tutor
students in Latin and Physics. She also is team captain of the Westfield High School
Fencing Club and is a member of the Wind Ensemble and Concert Band in which
she plays the clarinet.  Natalia is also President of the Science Olympiad Team.

WHS Announces
Perfect ACT Scores

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School announced that seven more
students each achieved the highest
score of 36 on the ACT standardized
tests widely used for college admis-
sion and placement criteria.  The
scores were earned in either June or
September 2016 by current seniors (l-
r) Eli Burk – English; Hayley Kasko
– English; Hannah Siegel – Math-
ematics; Rafaela Laitamaki – Read-
ing, Mathematics, STEM, and En-
glish; Soo Min Chung – Mathemat-
ics, English and Reading; John Sand-
ers – Mathematics; and Eleanor Scott
– English and Reading. WHS Acting
Principal congratulated each student
personally for achieving the perfect
scores.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS
Hall of Fame Inductees Told

Detective Lt. Davenport
Earns Masters from TESU

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday
evening, November 15, six Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
Alumni will be inducted into the
Hall of Fame. The public is invited
in honoring these worthy recipients,
festive refreshments will follow. The
celebration will begin at 7:00 pm in
the Multi-Purpose Room of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Those inductees include:
Michael Antal, Jr. - Class of 1965.

He is a distinguished professor and
first Endowed Chair of Renewable
Energy Resources in the world at
University of Hawaii. He has worked
with colleagues around the world as
a foremost expert in biomass re-
search. Mr. Antal patented the flash
carbonization process, producing en-
vironmentally friendly charcoal from
green waste, a clean alternative to
wood or coal. He is considered a
leader in charcoal research to im-
prove soil fertility, reduce deforesta-
tion, and sequester carbon to help
fight global warming.

Moria Cappio - Class of 1998.
Ms. Cappio is a dedicated educator,
leader and child advocate as Vice-
President for Early Childhood Pro-
grams at The Children’s Aid Society.

Listed as one of the 40 Under Forty
Rising Stars by the New York Non-
Profit Media and she is the Head
Start Director at the East Harlem
Center. Ms. Cappio earned her Un-
dergraduate Degree from Boston
College  and a Masters Degree from
Harvard University.

Dr. Christian Lambertsen - Class
of 1934. Dr. Lambertsen served as a
Major in the U.S. Army Medical
Corps from 1944 to 1946 and in-
vented Self-contained Underwater
Breathing Apparatus  (SCUBA).  He
was vital in establishing the first
cadres of U.S. military operational
combat swimmers during WWII. Dr.
Lambertsen is recognized as a Pro-
fessor of Pharmacology, Experimen-
tal Therapeutics,  Medicine, Veteri-
nary Medicine and became Emeritus
Distinguished Professor of Environ-
mental Medicine at U. Penn. He is
the Founder and Director of The
Environmental Biomedical Stress
Data Center at U. Penn.

John Bernard Riley - Class of 1971.
He is an ccomplished American jazz
drummer with three Grammy Awards
and 13 Grammy nominations. He is
the Artist in Residence, Amsterdam
Conservatory.

Cynthia Sayer - Class of 1974.
Ms. Sayer is an international jazz
banjoist, vocalist, concert and re-
cording artist, and entertainer. She is
a 2006 National Four-String Banjo
Hall of Fame Inductee and founding
member of Woody Allen’s jazz band.
Ms. Sayer performed at the White
House and with the New York Phil-
harmonic and is the Official Banjo-
ist for the New York Yankees.

Marc Shaiman - Class of 1974.
Mr. Shaiman started his career as a
theatre/cabaret musical director and
became a vocal arranger for Bette
Midler and then musical director and
co- producer of many of her record-
ings. He is a Grammy, Emmy, Tony
winning, and multi Oscar nominated
composer and lyricist for films, tele-
vision, and theater. He has contrib-
uted to over 50 plus films and televi-
sion shows.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

TRENTON – Thomas Edison
State University (TESU) celebrated
its 44th Commencement on Sep-
tember 24, at the Sun National Bank
Center in Trenton. TESU’s class of
2016 includes 3,059 graduates, 481
of who attended the ceremony with
friends and family.

Edward Davenport of Westfield
earned his Master of Science de-
gree in Management. Mr. Daven-
port is a detective lieutenant with
the Cranford Police Department.

“Earning my master's degree has
undeniably had a positive effect on
my life,” he said. “Personally, I
have challenged myself academi-

cally and feel a greater sense of
accomplishment. Professionally, it
has opened up my eyes to becom-
ing a better leader in my organiza-
tion. It has provided me with the
framework to gain a competitive
advantage and increase overall ef-
ficiency in my workplace. As a 20-
year veteran of a municipal police
department, my degree has opened
the door to new opportunities and
the possibility of future advance-
ment – earning it could not have
been accomplished without the un-
wavering support of my family.”
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1 2 t h  A N N U A L Fall 2016
October 19 - November 15 

Carmike Rialto Theater 
  roa  treet  e t el

Plenty of seating...
screening in 2 auditoriums

live up

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline at 980-889-8800 x208.

Monday, November 7 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 15 

7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 1

 7:30 p.m.

MORIARTY 2 TDs, MARTINI 19-28-205 YARDS, 3 PASS TDs

Blue Devils Ambush Spartans
On Gridiron Senior Day, 35-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifting the offensive strategy due
to an injury to senior running back
Ishmael Glasco in the first quarter
forced the Westfield High School foot-
ball team to pull out “Plan B” but
senior quarterback Phil Martini read
the script well and used a varied pass-
ing game, while the defense ambushed
the Immaculata Spartan running

backs, to come up with a 35-13 vic-
tory on “Senior Day” at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 22.
The 7-0 Blue Devils’ performance
impressed the large contingent of the
WHS Class of 1966 (including mem-
bers of the 1965 undefeated, 9-0 foot-
ball team), that was celebrating its
50th reunion.

Glasco did carry six times for 37
yards in the first quarter before exiting

to the sidelines but Martini spread the
ball around well among four receivers
and completed 19 of 28 passes for 205
yards (14 of 22 for 145 yards in first
half, 5 of 6 for 60 yards in the second
half), including three touchdowns.
Martini also had a two-yard touch-
down run in the third quarter that gave
the Blue Devils a 35-0 lead and started
the Mercy Rule clock ticking.

ELLMAN, DEVINE-GELLING, MURRAY, DeVIZIO SCORE

Raiders Move to UCT Finals;
Halt Cougars, 4-0, in Soccer

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team punched its
ticket to yet another spot in the Union
County Tournament title game with a
convincing, 4-0 semifinal victory
against Cranford on October 22 at
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. The Raiders will face old rival
Westfield, which defeated Elizabeth

in its semifinal match. It will be the
third match of the season between the
two ranked teams with each one hav-
ing won at home.

“Westfield is going to be a good
match,” said Scotch Plains-Fanwood
veteran Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.
“It is always a hard fought battle
against them. It won’t be any different
this time around. Tonight I thought
we did a great job in our passing

game. That’s just how we play. We
feel like we are superior in our pass-
ing game and we are going to play that
way.”

It took a while for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood to exert its will against the
fourth-seeded Cougars who came into
the match determined to slow down
the Raider attack. Dominating pos-
session from the outset, the top seeded

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Jim Occi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HIGH LEVEL OF INTENSITY...Cougar senior Matt Perino, No. 9, and Raider junior Jonathan Schwab, No. 22, exhibit
a high degree of intensity going for the ball in the Union County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson High School.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADDING THE FINISHING TOUCH...Blue Devil quarterback Phil Martini muscles his way into the end zone to give
Westfield a 35-0 lead over Immaculata and to set the Mercy Rule clock ticking at Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Record-Breaking Moriarty
Happy to Be Contributing

Westfield High’s all-time football
scoring leaders is dominated by some
of the greatest running backs in New
Jersey history.

From Hall of Famers Lee Waring
and Americo (Pump) Vella in the
1930s, to Floyd Beane, Bobby
Dougherty and Rick McGinley in the
’40s, to Rudy Brown in the ’60s, to
Glen Kehler and Butch Woolfolk in
the ’70s, and more recent 21st cen-
tury standouts like Terence Jenkins,
Ricardo Johnson, A.J. Murray and
Jack Curry.

Here is WHS’s all-time football
scoring top 10:

Glen Kehler 349, Rick McGinley
276, Jack Curry 234, Lee Waring
228, Butch Woolfolk 206, Bobby
Dougherty 200, Ricardo Johnson 198,
Mike Moriarty 181, A.J. Murray 168,
Bob McNally 156

Long-time WHS football fans know
most of those names. The surprise on
the list would be in the eight-hole –
Mike Moriarty, a first-year split end
and third-year kicker on the current
team.

Moriarty was 5-for-5 on PAT kicks
last Saturday, becoming the school’s
all-time leader with 139 kicking points
(PATs and field goals) – passing Jon
Gribbin (’12), who had 135 in four
years. Moriarty has kicked 100 PATs
(the first in school history to reach
that total) and 13 field goals. This
year Moriarty has added seven touch-
downs, including six as a wide re-
ceiver. That’s 181 career points.

All this athletic and academic suc-
cess – he also plays lacrosse and has
a 3.75 GPA – should not be a shock.
His father Kevin was an all-Ivy League
wide receiver at Yale, while his mom
Dianne played field hockey at Cornell.

A bigger surprise is that when he
was growing up, Moriarty – who
shares a July 4 birthday with such
notables as Calvin Coolidge, Malia
Obama, Geraldo Rivera, George
Steinbrenner and Bill Withers, and
shares his No. 10 jersey number
with Hall of Famers Dougherty and
Dave Brown – loved futbol as much
as football. He didn’t actually break
up with soccer until he got to high
school.

“It was a really tough decision, but
I’m glad I stuck with football,” he
said. “I got really into soccer (during
elementary school) when we lived
three years in Switzerland. That’s the
only sport people played over there.
When we moved back to Westfield I
would go from soccer practice straight
to football practice. I don’t think many
people from the football team even
know I played soccer.”

Like almost every WHS kicker since
1980, Moriarty kicks side-saddle –
soccer style. But being known as “the
kicker” never really satisfied the ath-
letic redhead.

“I just felt like I could do more,” the
5-foot-11, 175-pounder said. “But I
tried to look at the situation posi-
tively. I mean, I was playing varsity
and getting time on the field. It
shouldn’t matter what position I’m
playing, as long as I’m helping the
team.”

As a junior he had one catch for 10
yards. Classmate Jack Shirk led the
2015 team with 38 catches. But with
senior veterans Jelani Pierre (23) and
JD Marner (10) also ahead of Moriarty
on the depth chart, he had to bide his
time. This year, Shirk (29 receptions)
is again the go-to guy, but Moriarty
has blossomed into much more than
just “the other” wide receiver. He’s
already grabbed 19 passes, creating a
potent 1-2 punch for quarterback Phil
Martini. And recently it’s become
more of a 1-2-3 punch with tight end
Kyle Dombrowski having 15 of his
16 receptions over the last three
games.

Playing at one of the state’s most-
storied football schools (along with
Montclair and Phillipsburg), one that’s
produced hundreds of all-state play-
ers, for the unheralded Moriarty to be
in the top 10 all-time scorers is really
an amazing accomplishment.

In 2014 he was the team’s third-
leading scorer with 37 points (22 PATs
and five field goals). Last year, on the
second highest scoring team in school
history, he was the No. 2 scorer with
74 points (50 PATs and eight field
goals). This year he leads the team
with 70 points (28 of 30 PATs, seven
TDs), ahead of halfback Ishmael
Glasco (54) and Shirk (42) through
seven games.

Moriarty has played on two county
champion and one state champion
lacrosse team and one state champion

Mike Moriarty connects on another PAT conversion, out of Jack Shirk’s hold.

football team (and counting). But his
athletic career will end after his final
lacrosse game next spring. He’d love
to attend The Ohio State University,
where his older sister Nora is cur-
rently a junior. (The all-redheaded
Moriarty clan – it’s inherited from
their grandparents not their parents –
also includes Catherine, a WHS jun-
ior lacrosse player already commit-
ted to the University of Florida, and
Kevin, a Roosevelt eighth-grader who
plays football and lacrosse.)

Last fall Moriarty’s eight field goals
set a school single-season record –
the biggest one ultimately providing
the margin of victory in the 10-7 state
title game against Bridgewater-
Raritan. His 13 career three-pointers
leave him three behind Gribbin’s
school record of 16.

Amazingly, before Saturday’s open-
ing drive stalled, he had not attempted
any FGs this season. Even more amaz-

ingly, he shanked the chip-shot.
“I’ve got to knock that field goal

down,” said Moriarty, whose holders
were Matt Catanzaro in 2014 and
Shirk the last two years. His snappers
have included Jack Simcox, Brendan
Collum and Jack McCauley.

“We haven’t attempted many field
goals because Coach (Jim) DeSarno
is really confident in our offense,
maybe even more so than last year.
We score touchdowns when we get
close enough. If it’s fourth down, I
think Coach is confident that we can
get the first down. It doesn’t matter to
me, as long as we keep winning.”

 * * *
Here is WHS’s all-time kick scor-

ing top 10:
Mike Moriarty 139, Jon

Gribbin135, K.C. Knobloch113, Don
Knobloch 93, Glen Kehler 93, John
Greene 92, Kevin Lasher 68, Andrew
Lessner 68, Jim Mozoki 61, Tom
Bonard 54

THIS AND THAT
Cross-country: WHS dominated

at the Union County Conference meet
last week, winning the Watchung Di-
vision boys and girls titles. The girls,
led by Mia Melao’s victory in 20:23,

took seven of the top eight places.
The boys placed all seven runners in
the top 10.

The Union County championship
meet was held yesterday.

Football: With a bye week, it’s a
good time for another colonoscopy.
Next up is a trip to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on Nov. 5. Hopefully Ish
Glasco won’t be adding to WHS’s list
of walking wounded that currently
includes starters Kyle Shirk, Brett
Spass, Matt Varano and Ben Kelly.

Quarterback Phil Martini passed
the 1,000-yard mark for the season
Saturday, finishing the game with
1,028. He is just the 10th player in
school history to reach that milestone
and the first to do it in seven games.
The senior also had his fourth 200-
yard-plus career game, one more than
Chris Hogge in 2013.

Jack Shirk went over 1,000 career
receiving yards, finishing Saturday

with 1,076 – 98 behind Dylan Elliott,
the all-time leader.

Oh, and Owen Kessler, Nick Maher,
Jeff Gagum and Jake Vall-Llobera on
the D-line were freaking beasts again.
They will need to be all that against
the anticipated aerial assault by SPF
on Nov. 5.

Gymnastics: The Blue Devils’ 10-
year county champion reign was ended
by Cranford by less than a point.
Nicole Dispensa (vault) and Hannah
Prieto (beam) won their events.

Soccer: Both semifinals went to a
shootout, with the boys topping Eliza-
beth, 5-4, on penalty kicks, and the
girls falling to Oak Knoll, 4-2, on
pk’s.

Saturday night WHS’s boys will
face SPF for the 11th time in the UCT
final. Each team has won five times.
The Blue Devils won in 1982 (8-0!),
1985 (double overtime), 1988, 1993
and 2010 (overtime). The Raiders
won in 1986 (beating the eventual
state champs), 1987, 1989 (shootout),
1992 and 2014.

Volleyball: If they won in Wednes-
day night’s semifinals, they’d be in
the final Friday, 7 p.m., at Kean Uni-
versity.

McDEVITT SCORES WINNER, GK CAM HAY HUGE SAVES

Lady Blue Devils’ 2nd OT Goal
Stings Cougars, 1-0, in Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seconds before becoming a double
overtime tie, midfielder Melina
McDevitt was in the right place to
convert a deflection off a defender
into the winning goal to give the No.
3 Westfield High School girls soccer
team a 1-0 victory over the Cranford
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 19. The show-
down also featured very strong defen-
sive performances on the part of both
teams, which included very alert
goalkeeping.

Blue Devil goalkeeper/co-captain
Lizzy Brucia, who finished with five
saves, was put to the test in the first
half when the Cougars pushed the
offensive. Three of her saves came
from corner kicks initiated by Cougar
Ana Dzunova that were directed into
the box primarily intended for either
Lauren Williamson or Kenzie Butler.
But the Blue Devil defenders of co-
captain Raffi Laitamaki, Natalie Bond,
Kylinn Kraemer and company saw to
it that the Cougars could not get off
the clear shot that they wanted.

“I think that today’s game was a
culmination of our entire season. Ev-
ery single game we have been saying,
‘shutout, shutout, shutout.’ We have
been trying to limit the goals. We
really found pride in our defense.
Every game it’s defense. That’s what
this game is all about,” Laitamaki
said. “Today it all came together. We
knew that we weren’t going to let
anything go in. We were not going to
let this end on a loss.”

“I know the paper keeps saying
Cranford hasn’t had any big wins but
they only lost 2-0 to Hunterdon Cen-
tral number 2 in the state. The first
time we beat them 2-1. Scotch Plains
beat them 2-1. Good goalkeeping,
good backs! We knew coming in to-
day, we are still undefeated, every
team wants to take us out,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said. “They

definitely put us under pressure the
first 20 minutes.”

Cougar goalkeeper/co-captain Cam
Hay (7 saves), on the other hand, was
forced into situations that required
some spectacular efforts and she
passed the test. Although the Cougars
controlled most of the first half, the
most dangerous shot was taken with
less than three minutes on the clock
but Hay hurled herself to her right to
make the stop.

According to Hay, “Against num-
ber 9 [Taylor Morgan].”

Coach Schmidt considered it may
have been Ashley Gigon.

The 13-0-3 Blue Devils ruled the
second half and were effective get-
ting the ball into the center where co-
captain/midfielder Taylor Morgan
would attempt to position herself for
a power shot. Morgan launched a shot
from 25-yards out but Hay made a
leaping save. With 15 minutes left in
the half, midfielder Grace Elliott
crossed to Morgan, who launched
another wicked shot but Hay made
the save. Three minutes later, Elliott
skid a dangerous header that Hay
stopped.

The first overtime featured a furi-
ous Westfield blitz. McDevitt was
bringing the ball down the middle and
was just about to take a shot but Hay
made a smart decision to charge for-
ward and absorb the shot. Next Hay
made a leaping save of senior Carly
Bechtloff’s shot to eventually force
the second overtime.

Four minutes in, Cougar defender
Maya Lawler warded off a potential
score then Hay made another save
from a corner kick that looped into
the box. Then as time was running
towards single digits, Morgan sent a
left-to-right cross and the ball skipped
off a defender and McDevitt was there
for the finish.

“I think it was a build up from the
midfield. The weak side was open on
the cross and it slipped through their

defense and I hit it far post,” McDevitt
described. “Left foot to far right post.
In the overtime, we said we have to
get a goal. We’ve worked so hard
this season. We couldn’t walk away
without a win. It had to go in. It had
to be a shot and that was what I was
looking for.”

“Overall it was a great turnout from
both sides. We held the majority of
the initial game but I think Westfield
had more momentum going into over-
time and that’s what ultimately got
it,” Hay said. “I guess they are feeling
right now that they came out lucky
and I know that we are feeling that we
came out unlucky. And if we do get
the chance to face them again that this
will not be the outcome.”

“Cam had some huge saves. The
back four played fantastic. A miss hit
out of the back, tried to clear it out, got
the wrong part of her foot. The girl
from Westfield happened to be at the
right place at the right time and put it
away. It was a good finish,” Cougar
Head Coach Andrew Gagliardo said.

“For us, this is at least a share of the
conference title. If Scotch Plains wins
out, then we are tied for the confer-
ence. We’ve had overtime games all
season but they are were tied. It’s nice
to come into overtime and with a little
bit of pressure, I think we had most of
the play in the overtime. Unfortu-
nately soccer sometimes it’s one goal
and that’s it. Cranford is a good side.
They deserve to be in the county
semis,” Coach Schmidt said.

“To go that far and that hard against
the number 3 team in the state showed
a lot about our resiliency, our ability
to play and our mental toughness.
Potentially they are a game away. We
may see them again. We played hard.
They played hard. The first half in
honesty was ours. The second half in
honesty was theirs,” Coach Gagliardo
said. “This time it ended unlucky.
One of my favorite quotes is, ‘the ball

CO-CAPTAIN REINHARD DELIVERS WINNER IN P.KS

Blue Devils Sting Minutemen
In UCT Soccer Semis on PKs

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil co-captain Kevin
Reinhard scored the winning goal as
the second-seeded Westfield High
School boys soccer team prevailed
over the Elizabeth Minutemen (5-4)
on penalty kicks in the Union County
Tournament semifinal match held on
October 22 at Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark. The dramatic victory
sends the Blue Devils into the cham-
pionship match where they will meet
top-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
that defeated Cranford in its semifinal
match. Westfield and Scotch Plains
split a pair of games this season with
each team winning at home.

The much anticipated rubber match
between Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood seemed like it might never
happen though as the Blue Devils were
turned away time and again by Eliza-
beth goaltender Youkendly Pacius, who
held the game scoreless through regu-
lation and two overtime periods.

“That really was the story from
their side,” said Westfield Head Coach
Eric Shaw. “That goaltender was great
tonight. He was the man and came up
big for them time and again. I really
felt like we got the better of it and
deserved to win but he was really
tough in goal.”

Each team had more than its share
of opportunities to score goals in regu-
lation. Elizabeth nearly scored on a
kick by Matthew Almeida in the 26th
minute but Westfield goalkeeper/co-
captain Cullen Birkel came up with
the stop. Westfield’s Owen Ripperger

sailed a kick just wide of the post in
the game’s 29th minute. Ripperger
had another shot in the 40th minute
when he tried to head in a corner from
co-captain Loukas Carayannopoulos.
But once again, Pacius came up with
the save for Elizabeth to keep the
game scoreless going into the half.

Pacius stopped a major scoring
threat in the 54th minute when he
rushed out to beat striker Owen
Pryblyski to a ball just before the
Westfield senior who was ahead of
the defense could reach it. Birkel pre-
served the tie for Westfield when he
stopped a shot at pointblank range
fired by Elizabeth’s Kevin Patino in
the 77th minute of regulation play.

Neither team could break through
in the two overtime periods leaving
the matter to be decided by penalty
kicks. Elizabeth went first, sending
out Kevin Esteves against Birkel. The
senior midfielder missed high for the
Minutemen, sailing his attempt over
the crossbar. Westfield countered with
Joseph Contreras Aguirre, who con-
verted his penalty kick to give the
Blue Devils a 1-0 advantage.

Elizabeth did not fold, however, as
their next four players successfully
converted their penalty kicks, includ-
ing goalkeeper Pacius, who needed to
score on the Minutemen’s last attempt
to force a final penalty kick from
Westfield. The Blue Devils in turn
converted each of their next three
penalty kicks (co-captain Loukas
Carayannopoulos, Mark Walter,
Georgie Angelides) without missing.
With the kicks knotted at 4-4, Reinhard

calmly stepped up, positioned the ball,
took a deep breath then slammed it
past Pacius for the game winner.

“It is all about confidence,” said
Reinhard. “It is part of the same rou-
tine you practice all the time for just
such a situation. When you step up to
the ball you already know where you
are going to go with it. Most of the time
it is very hard for goaltenders to stop
these kinds of shots, so you just want to
make sure you follow your routine and
things take care of themselves.”

Even as Reinhard’s kick still
bounced around along the back of the
net, his Blue Devil teammates had
already raced onto the field to con-
gratulate him and celebrate their berth
in the county final.

Elizabeth came into the match
seeded third with an overall record of
12-2-2 and had won six straight games
in a row. The Minutemen had lost a
game and tied the Blue Devils in two
prior meetings this season.

“The Elizabeth attack is great.” said
Reinhard. “Their counters are always
very dangerous and they were no dif-
ferent tonight. It is always a tough
match against these guys.”

Westfield improved to 13-3-2 on
the season and will play Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Saturday evening at Kean
University for the Union County Tour-
nament title.
Elizabeth 0 0 0 0 (4)
Westfield 0 0 0 0 (5)

Cranford Cougars Grab UCT
Gymnastic Title, Westfield 2nd

The Cranford High School gym-
nastic team, after a 10-year domi-
nance by Westfield, captured the
Union County Tournament crown with
a total of 106.7 ahead of the Blue
Devils who took second at 106.15.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
took third at 103.3, followed by the
Summit Hilltoppers at 102.775, AL
Johnson Crusaders at 102.25, Union
Catholic Vikings at 95.375, Union
Farmers at 90.775 and Jonathan Day-
ton Bulldogs at 90.35.

Crusader Gina Ferdinandi took the
top spot in the All-Around with a total
of 35.80, followed by Summit’s Abby
Clauss at 35.55. Cougars Kelly
McAuliffe took third at 35.475 and
Erin Infanti was fourth at 35.45. Blue
Devil Kaela Azzaretto took fifth at
35.35, followed by Cougars Gabby
Markase at 34.90 and Bee Iosso at

34.85. Summit’s Alysia Lopez took
eighth at 34.65, followed by Blue
Devil Sarah Fox at 33.975 and Cru-
sader Christina Sheafer at 33.75.

Blue Devil Nicole Dispenza won
the vault with a mark of 9.15, fol-
lowed by Raider Amelia Paladino
(33.35 all-around) with a 9.1. Blue
Devil Julia Singer was third at 9.025,
Markase was fourth at 9.00 and
Ferdinandi was fifth at 8.95. Infante
tied Lopez for sixth at 8.9, Raider
Nicole DeFrancesco took eighth at
8.875 and Fox tied Raider Kate Perez
for ninth at 8.85.

Perez won the uneven bars with an
8.7. Claus and Viking Hope Handlin
tied for second at 8.6 and Azzaretto
and Markase tied for fourth at 8.45.
Iosso took sixth at 8.35, Lopez was
seventh at 8.3 and Ferdinandi tied
McAuliffe for eighth at 8.25. Infante
was 10th at 8.15.

Blue Devil Hannah Prieto took top
honors on the balance beam with a
score of 9.3, followed by Infante at
9.15 and Ferdinandi at 9.1. McAuliffe
and Azzaretto tied for fourth at 9.0
and Blue Devil Sydney Keenan took
sixth at 8.975. Perez took seventh at
8.95, followed by Claus at 8.85, Iosso
at 8.8 and Blue Devil Amanda Lee at
8.775.

Ferdinandi scored a 9.5 to win the
floor exercise and McAuliffe was sec-
ond at 9.475, followed by Lopez at
9.4. Markase took fourth at 9.325,
while Claus and Prieto tied for fifth at
9.3. Infante tied Paladino for seventh
at 9.25 and Azzaretto and Sheafer
tied for ninth at 9.1.

SCOTCH PLAINS — So you want
to improve your ball and foot-skills?
Then it is a great time to express an
interest in Soccer Skills and Drills,
Inc.!

We are a year-round soccer tutor-
ing school, located in Scotch Plains,
now in our 26th year. While the ma-
jority of our students are seventh grade
and older, we anticipate offering spots
in our program to children as young
as first grade in the near future.

Parents (and children) interested in
learning more are invited to attend a
45-minute information session on
Saturday, October 29, at either 2 p.m.
or 4 p.m. These will take place at our
training facility: 2540 Plainfield Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. Kindly call our
office at (908) 789-5655 to reserve a
spot. First graders through high school
ages are welcome.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Soccer Skills and Drills, Inc. Offers
Two Information Sessions Oct. 29

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO MAKE THE SAVE...Cougar co-captain/goalkeeper Cam Hay prepares to make one of several huge saves in the
double overtime game against Westfield at Memorial Field in Cranford as Blue Devil Jenna Iorio approaches the goal.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

RODGERS, McNEELEY & FAHRENHOLZ NOTCH GOALS

Raiders Down Cranford, 3-0,
In UCT Girls Soccer Semifinal

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ soccer team advanced to
the championship game of the Union
County Tournament via a 3-0 victory
over Cranford in a semifinal match-
up played on October 21 on Nolan
Field at Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark. The second-seeded,
and yet to be beaten Raiders, got
goals from Kerri McNeely, Gina
Fahrenholz and Christina Rodgers on
their way to victory. That was more
than enough as standout goalkeeper

Andrea Leitner recorded four saves
on the way to notching her 10th shut-
out of the season.

“We just converted our chances
tonight,” said Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing. “That was the differ-
ence. We always try to make sure we
focus on each opponent as they are in
front of us. Tonight I thought our girls
played a good, all-around game and
never lost focus.”

For the Raiders, there was a little
extra incentive to perform well in this
game beyond the obvious goal of
getting back into the UCT finals. Ear-

lier this season, the Raiders claimed a
2-1 home win against Cranford but
had to hold on in the second half to get
the victory. It was not one of the
Raiders’ finer performances and it
drew the ire of their coach after the
game.

“I think when we played them the
first time, it was very early in the year
and we really were not playing all that
well at the time,” said Rodgers, a
senior. “We had a really poor finish to
that game and I think we wanted to
come out here tonight and show them
that we are a much better team now
than we were on that day.”

For its part, third-seeded Cranford
came into the match brimming with
confidence. The Cougars have been
close to breaking through against the
top teams this entire season. Close
losses to the Raiders, Westfield and
Oak Knoll dotted Cranford’s 8-7-1
record. Cranford defeated Union
Catholic to earn their spot in the semis

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

‘OBO’, BAKIE, McGOVERN, FITZSIMMONS SCORE TDs

Cougars Rout Highlanders
On Grid ‘Senior Night’, 49-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” for the cheerlead-
ers, band and the football team, re-
spectively, preceded an absolutely
stirring and second-to-none perfor-
mance of “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” delivered by Mike Nigro, a se-
nior on the football and wrestling
teams, before the kickoff of the
Cranford High School Cougars and
the Governor Livingston Highland-
ers game at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 21. The 5-2
Cougars were inspired both offen-

sively and defensively to emerge with
a 49-7 victory.

Any reservations that the coaches
may have had at the start of the season
about the effectiveness of the offen-
sive and defensive lines appear to
have been smoothing out rapidly as
the season has progressed, especially
with the 37-7 thrashing of previously
undefeated Summit on October 14.

“Everything that the coach said was
true but we just got to do what we do.
We just keep working hard and we
will go really far. This is what we got
to do,” senior lineman/co-captain
Anthony Ramirez said.

The impressive destruction of Sum-
mit has really boosted the morale and
confidence of the Cougars.

“Yes! We took all their power points.
If we keep working and hopefully the
team is not hurting, we just got to be
true,” Ramirez said.

The improved blocking and open-
ing of wide holes have also made it
much easier for the other three cap-
tains, quarterback Brian Oblachinski
and running backs Ryan Bakie and

Brian McGovern. Oblachinski car-
ried eight times for 117 yards, includ-
ing a 25-yard touchdown (TD) run in
the first half and only needed to run
once more for 24 yards early in the
third quarter before coming to the
sidelines when the Cougars attained
the Mercy Rule status with a 42-7
lead. Oblachinski also completed six
of nine passes for 140 yards and three
TD passes all in the first half.
Oblachinski also completed one of
his passes to himself, which was good
for eight yards.

“That was a pretty big kid on the

opposite line [Dan Tomlinson]. Good
kid! He jumped up and it hit off his
hand. Before I knew it the ball was
back in my hand, so I tucked it away
and ran,” Oblachinski explained.

Bakie had three receptions for 91
yards in the first half, which included
a 26-yard reception and a TD recep-
tion of 41 yards. Bakie ran once in the
third quarter and made good on it with
a 49-yard TD zigzag.

McGovern carried seven times for
53 yards, including a three-yard
smash, and added a 14-yard TD re-
ception on a screen pass.

The kicking game of Valentino
Ambrosio has been impressive all
season but especially against Gover-
nor Livingston when he not only suc-
cessfully kicked all seven points after
but also blasted all seven kickoffs
into the end zone, preventing any
Highlander runback.

“I started freshman year and I was
working with the kicking guru. He’s a
great mentor for me. He’s helped me
with the way I have been going and I

am going to keep going,” Ambrosio
stated.

“Valentino Ambrosio! He’s my
bro,” commented Ramirez.

“I love the guys. I love the team. It
makes me feel like I’m home even
though I’m new here. They are real
captains, true captains,” Ambrosio
added.

The Cougars scored on their first
possession on a six-play, 90-yard grind
that ended with McGovern’s three-
yard TD blast with 4:30 left of the first
quarter. Their next possession took
eight plays and covered 63 yards and

this time Oblachinski hit McGovern
on a screen pass good for 14 yards
and a TD on the second play of the
second quarter.

“It was a nice screen pass. My ‘O’
line said they would take me to the
promise land. I just blocked off the
edge, caught the ball, I said ‘go’ and
we ran. There was nothing but green
because they hit everyone in my way,”
McGovern said.

McGovern, with his punishing run-
ning style and “special delivery” of
crunching tackles on defense as the
strong safety, also sends a scary mes-
sage to opponents.

McGovern chuckled and said, “I
enjoy hitting. I guess I’m one of the
few that do and I like to put people in
the promise land.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004382

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-29458-10

Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE
ASSOCIATION (“FANNIE MAE”) A CORPORA-
TION ORGANIZED AND EXISTING UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

VS.
Defendant: JEFFREY M CONNOLLY, HIS

HEIRS, DEVISES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIR, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, ZACHARY CONNOLLY, ELIZA-
BETH CONNOLLY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 11/02/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/20/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Three Thousand Two Hundred Eighty and
93/100*** $553,280.93.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 614 FOURTH
AVENUE #8, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090-1363.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 2, C0008, BLOCK
3304 on the official Tax Map of the TOWN of
WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: Unit 8.
Nearest Cross Street: N/A CONDO UNIT
Advertise subject to priority condo lien:
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 et seq., this sale

may be subject to a limited lien priority of the
condominium association and any successful
bidder at sheriff’s sale may be responsible for
paying up to 6 months worth of unpaid condo-
minium fees.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Seven
Thousand Four Hundred Six and 23/100***
$567,406.23 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/06, 10/13, 10/20
& 10/27/16 Fee: $230.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004334

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003714-15

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR ASSET
BACKED FUNDING CORPORATION ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-NC1

VS.
Defendant: BRUCE B. TRANO, JR, KRYSTAL

A. TRANO, GMAC, INC
Sale Date: 11/02/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/19/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-Two
and 24/100*** $556,762.24.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 522 LOCUST
AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027-
1206.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 19, BLOCK 309 on
the official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
GARWOOD.

Dimensions: 125.00 FEET X 50.00 FEET X
125.00 FEET X 50.00 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: West Street.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Seventy-Six

Thousand One Hundred Ninety-Six and 15/100***
$576,196.15 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/06, 10/13, 10/20
& 10/27/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16004418

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-051659-14

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE
CWABS INC. ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-17

VS.
Defendant: NADIA MARISI FONSECA, ROY

A. FONSECA, REWARDS NETWORK ESTAB-
LISHMENT SERVICES INC

Sale Date: 11/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2016
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Four Thousand Three Hundred Ninety-Six and
36/100*** $704,396.36.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as 187 WILLIAM
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-1450.

BEING.KNOWN as LOT 2, BLOCK 4801 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions 75.0 FEET X 100.00 FEET X 75.0
FEET X 100.00 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-Three

Thousand Nine Hundred and 28/100***
$723,900.28 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN, HALLINAN, DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 10/13, 10/20, 10/27
& 11/03/16 Fee: $208.08
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Volleyball Blue Devils Fall
To Hunt. Central, UC Vikings

The Westfield High School girls vol-
leyball team faced some very stiff com-
petition and came up on the short end of
both, first to host Hunterdon Central in
three sets on October 15 then to the
Union Catholic Vikings in three sets in
Scotch Plains on October 18.

At Hunterdon Central, the Blue
Devils won the first set, 25-22, but
dropped the next two, 25-17 and
25-16.

Stephanie Borr notched 13 kills
and added 10 digs and two assists for
the Blue Devils. Sara Correa Had 19
assists, seven digs and six service
points. Lizzy Sottung had 13 digs and
three assists. Dana Boretz had seven
digs and six service points with an
ace. Leigh Scarano had six service
points and six digs. Olivia Meyer
notched six kills and five digs. Jenna
Miller had four kills and two digs.
Hayley Kasko had two kills, a block,
a dig and five service points. Erica
Varga had a kill, a block and two digs
and Leah Andrews added a kill.

Alyssa Hill had 22 assists and seven
digs for the 13-2 Red Devils. Daniella
Besecker notched seven kills, 11 digs
and 10 assists. Samantha Heller had
11 kills and eight digs. Nicole Sadlon
had 15 digs, Cecelia Kracht had six
blocks and three kills and Corey
Hartung had six kills.

Against the 17-7 Vikings, the 11-4
Blue Devils dropped the first set, 25-
18, won the second set, 25-17, then
lost the deciding set, 25-19. Correa
had 27 assists and six digs, Sottung
had 18 digs and Borr had 14 kills and
15 digs. Boretz had 16 digs and two

assists. Andrews had four kills, a
block and three digs. Scarano had 11
digs, Meyer had six kills and two
digs and Kasko had five kills, a block
and four digs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO TACKLE A HIGHLANDER..Cougar Patrick Hoey, No. 41, looks to tackle the GL Highlander running back
on “Senior Night” at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 21. The Cougars defeated Governor Livingston, 49-7.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUGGING THE SIDELINE...Cougar Kenzie Butler, No. 3, and Raider Katie Mrozek, No. 21, hug the sideline in the Union
County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson in Clark on November 21. The Raiders won, 3-0.
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Raiders Halt Cougars in UCT Soccer Semi, 4-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raiders Down Cranford, 3-0, in UCT Soccer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raiders patiently jabbed away at the
Cranford defense for much of the first
half before senior Patrick Ellman fi-
nally broke through with a goal on a
rebound off the post in the 25th minute
of action. After the first goal was
scored the rest came easier.

“When you fall behind against a
team like Scotch Plains it is a prob-

lem,” said Cranford head coach Greg
Campbell. “In the second half, we
had to do some things, change our
approach to try and create scoring
opportunities. Sometimes when you
have to open things up, it makes you
vulnerable to attack on the other end.
Scotch Plains is so outstanding when
it comes to getting everyone a touch
on the ball. They know exactly where
they want go with it every time and it
makes it very difficult to defend

against them.”
Trailing just 1-0 at the intermis-

sion, Cranford needed to come out
fast in the second half. Unfortunately
for the Cougars, disaster struck just
four minutes in when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior Robert Devine-Gel-
ling headed in a rebound off of the
crossbar to make it 2-0. Forced to

come out of their defensive scheme,
the Cougars nearly got one back when
Matt Medeiros seemingly scored a
goal in the 55th minute only to have it
disallowed due to an off sides call.

“We did have our chances,” said
Coach Campbell. “The goal by
Medeiros that was disallowed on the
off sides call was one opportunity
that we just barely missed convert-
ing. It would have gotten us back into
the game.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood was in full
control of the action now and effec-
tively salted the contest away when
Andrew Murray scored in the 62nd
minute to make it 3-0.

“Every single player on this team is
committed to getting back to the fi-
nals,” said Murray. “We feel like when
we are playing well, which we were

tonight, we are very hard to beat.”
Teammate John Murphy agreed.
“We knew if we played our best

match, we would be back in the fi-
nals,” said Murphy. “It is the way we
approach each match.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished out
the scoring with a goal by Tommy
DeVizio in the 74th minute for a final
margin of 4-0. Cranford, which de-
feated New Providence to qualify for
its semifinal appearance, fell to 8-8 on
the season, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
now 16-2, will begin preparations for a
third showdown with Westfield on Sat-
urday evening at Kean University, this
time for all the Union County marbles.

“I feel like we played very well
tonight,” said DeVizio. “We got some
breaks with a few lucky bounces that
led to goals. We’ll need to play even
better against Westfield.”
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 3 4

and given how well they played against
the Raiders in their regular season
meeting, the Cougars had reason to
believe they could spring the upset.

Cranford hung in the match early
despite being on the defensive from
the start. The Raiders controlled pos-
session from the outset and were it not
for some stellar play by Cranford
goalkeeper Cam Hay, the Cougars
could have been down big. Hay made
seven saves on the night.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finally
broke the scoreless tie when McNeely
received a pass from Rodgers in front
of the goal, stopped the ball, crossed
over in front of her defender then
delivered a blistering kick high into
the right corner of the net for a 1-0
lead. Rodgers was credited with an
assist.

“Christina Rodgers dribbled to the
corner then slid the ball past a de-
fender to me,” said McNeely. “I
touched the ball and reversed it then
just tried to kick to the open area of
the net.”

The Raiders attacked for the rest of
the first half but the Cougars held firm
and went into the break down by just
one with a chance to regroup. The
Raiders made it clear very quickly
after the break that there would be no
second half rally on this night.

The Raiders scored just a minute
into the second half, when Fahrenholz
was credited with a goal that deflected
off of a Cranford player in front of the
net.

“I crossed the ball in,” said
McNeely. “Somehow the ball de-
flected off of one of their players and
it went into the net.”

Cranford had its best opportunity
to score in the 44th minute when

freshman Maggie Murray got shot off
from pointblank range that was turned
away by Leitner.

The Raiders delivered the knock-
out blow in the 68th minute when
Rodgers found herself ahead of the
defense off a lead from Sophie Brause.
Rodgers then drove it to the goal and
scored in a one-on-one match against

Cranford’s keeper making the score
3-0.

“There were two defenders back on
the play,” said Rodgers. “I got the ball
and shot through the opening. The
goaltender was coming out to meet
me but I knew I had the advantage in
that situation.”

For Cranford, the inability to mount
any consistent possession during the
game was disappointing.

“We just did not seem to have the
hunger tonight,” said Cranford Head
Coach Andrew Gagliardo. “It is dis-
appointing because it is a shame that
it would happen in the county semifi-
nals. It is a tough to swallow. They
beat us to every loose ball tonight.
Cam gave us a fantastic effort in goal
tonight. It was too bad we could not

give her a little more support. You
know we like to tell the girls that they
have eyes in front of their heads be-
cause they always have to look for-
ward. We’ve got games left to play
and then the states so we cannot look
back.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood will now
face fourth-seeded Oak Knoll this
Friday October 28 at Kean University
in the Union County title match. Oak
Knoll stunned top-seeded Westfield
on penalty kicks in their semifinal,
spoiling what would have been a third
match between the two border rivals
and top-20 ranked teams, which had
battled to a pair of draws during the
regular season.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 2 3

The Westfield High School cross-
country girls and boys won their re-
spective Watchung Division crowns
at Warinanco Park in Roselle on Oc-
tober 18 The Blue Devil girls finished
with a total of 18 and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders finished sec-
ond with a total of 45. The Blue Devil
boy totaled 27 and the Raider boys
finished second at 49.

All seven Lady Blue Devils crossed
in the top-8 with Mia Melao taking
top honors to finish in 20:23, fol-
lowed by Devyn Heinzerling at 20:43.
Raider Maddy Bord placed third at
20:46, followed by Blue Devils Emma
Jackler at 21:22, Brianna Hatch at
21:27, Grace Morgan at 21:56, Julia
Friss at 22:11 and Jessica Stern at
22:18. Raider Sofia Frias finished
ninth at 22:59, followed by Aubrey
Johnson at 23:06, Kelly Mehorter at
23:12, Brenna Patino at 24:07 and
Jackie Stovall at 24:3

Union’s Jon Mobisa won the boys
race with a time of 16:37, followed by
Blue Devils Aditya Singh at 16:54,
Gabe Givelber at 17:25, Ethan Belka
at 17:29 and Matt Meusel at 17:32.
Raiders Brandon Garcia at 17:34 and
Ben Fleischer at 17:41 placed 6-7,
followed by Blue Devils Jacob Triarsi
at 17:49, Spencer Weigand at 17:51
and James McCutcheon at 17:56.
Raider Lukas Stein finished 11th at
18:03.

Union Catholic won the Mountain
Division boys race with a total of 50,
followed by Summit at 58 and
Cranford at 63. Viking Nate
Papachristos finished first at 16:35,
followed by Summit’s Chris
Heckelman at 16:52. Vikings Justin
Cados at 17:28 and Andre Rodrigues
at 17:30 placed 4-6, followed by Cou-
gars Trevor Aschmies at 17:39 and
Tom Whitehead at 17:44. Cougars

Connor Fitch at 18:04 and Liam Lynch
at 18:09 finished 13-14.

The UC Vikings also won the girls
race with a total of 36, followed by
Summit at 51, Governor Livingston
at 60 and Cranford at 73. Victoria
Vanriele at 20:19 and Jerika Lufrano
at 20:31 took 1-2, followed by Cou-
gar Lindsay Aschmies at 20:55.
Summit’s Hannah Russo crossed
fourth at 21:08, followed by Viking
Megan McCabe at 21:17 and Cougar
Julia Kelly at 21:37. Cougar Bella
DeSimone finished 17th at 22:44.

Blue Devil Girls, Boys Win
Conference X-C Crowns

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Jennifer Newport, a junior on the
varsity tennis team, is a three-year varsity starter with a strong serve who leads
the team both on and off the courts. Ryan Bakie, a senior captain on the football
team, rushed once for 49 yards and a touchdown and caught three passes for 90
yards and two more touchdowns in a 49-7 victory over Governor Livingston. Ryan
was recently offered and accepted a full athletic scholarship to Bryant University
in Smithfield, R.I.

The Highlanders scored their only
touchdown less than a minute after
when Will Nicholson galloped 67
yards to the 13 and Turner Haddad
followed with a TD run to make the
score 14-7.

On the ensuing kickoff, Josh Cadet
gave the Cougars great field position
with a 57-yard return to the GL 38. On
the fifth play, Oblachinski got great
blocking from his line and wiggled 25
yards for the TD with 8:25 on the
clock. Cranford’s next TD came less
than five minutes later when Bakie
outran the defenders and Oblachinski
put the ball right into his hands for a
41-yard TD reception. Cranford’s next
TD took only two plays. After

Oblachinski zigzagged for a 21-yard
gain to the GL 26, Bakie grabbed a
pass in the flats and also zigzagged
his way to the end zone to make the
score 35-7 with 1:18 left in the half.

“The first touchdown, coach moved
me to wideout. I got a clean release on
the corner. Obo threw a good ball and
it worked out just as the coach drew it
up,” Bakie described. “The second
one was a simple nine-yard hitch.
Obo hit me in the chest. I turned. I saw
nothing but green until the end zone.”

“Coach [Ryan] Huber taught me
how to zig and zag. When you see
somebody, you just got to put your
foot on the ground and run the other
way. Coach Huber’s great at that. He

taught me and Bakie how to do that.
Good results from that,” Oblachinski
stressed.

“He was quite the athlete back in
his day,” added Bakie with a grin.

Just before the half, Bakie inter-
cepted a GL pass.

The Mercy Rule went into effect 53
seconds into the third quarter when
Cadet returned the ball to the 33,
McGovern smashed forward 18 yards
and Bakie rolled right and weaved his
way 49 yards for the score. McGovern
then added an interception to quell
GL’s first possession of the quarter.
With the ball at the Cranford 44, the

Cougars Rout Highlanders on Sr. Night, 49-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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HEISEY PASSES FOR 401 YDS, 5 TDS

Rahway Footballers Rap
Raider Gridders, 54-35
After grabbing a 14-7 lead in the

first quarter, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football
watched its lead slip away quickly in
the second quarter as the Rahway
Indians surged to a 54-35 victory in
Scotch Plains on October 22. Raider
junior quarterback Cooper Heisey did,
however, complete 33 of 46 pass at-
tempts for 401 yards, which included
five touchdowns.

Raider wide receiver Dwight Layler
was Heisey’s favorite target slightly
with nine receptions for 111 yards,
including a pair of touchdowns. Isaiah
Stewart was close behind with nine
receptions for 91 yards, which in-
cluded on touchdown. Anthony Por-
ter grabbed five passes for 75 yards,
including one good for a touchdown,
and Justin Sanders had four recep-
tions for 82 yards, including a touch-

down, running back Alex Oslislo had
three receptions for 25 yards and Jack
Lynch had one for 13 yards. Oslislo
also carried 15 times for 30 yards.

Rahway quarterback Zahir Wilder
completed eight of 15 passes for 161
yards, including three touchdowns.
Keyshawn Cummings made three
grabs for 83 yards and a touchdown.
Jerish Halsey had two receptions for
66 yards and a touchdown and
Quadreek Strickland had two recep-
tions for eight yards and a touch-
down. Running back Terrance Ander-
son had 13 carries for 177 yards and
two touchdowns, Zion Pendelton car-
ried eight times for 73 yards, includ-
ing a pair of touchdowns, and Nasir
Valez carried seven times for 52 yards.

Pendelton scored first on a 31-yard
run in the first quarter then Heisey
connected with Stewart for a seven-
yard touchdown, The 0-7 Raiders took
their only lead of the game when
Heisey threw a 29-yard strike to Sand-
ers. Anderson knotted the score early
in the second quarter with a one-yard
plunge then Wilder hit Strickland with
a five-yard touchdown pass to put the
Indians up 21-14. Still in the second
quarter, Anderson broke loose for a
75-yard touchdown run then Wilder
connected with Cummings for 61
yards but the point after failed and
Rahway entered the locker room with
a 34-14 lead.

Pendelton added a four-yard touch-
down run in the third quarter then
Heisey found Laylor for 20 yards to
make the score 41-21. In the fourth
quarter, Heisey threw touchdown
strikes to Laylor and Porter, while
Rahway scored on a three-yard touch-
down run by Valez and a 30-yard
strike from Wilder to Halsey.

Defensively for the Raiders, Yusef
Wheeler and Jahsyn Silver each made
five tackles. Co-captain Izu Mozie
made three tackles. Rob Fallo and
Vinnie Rusek each made two tackles.
Rahway   7 27   7 13 54
Sc Pl-Fanwood 14   0   7 14 35

Blue Devils Top Dayton
In Girls Volleyball

The second-seeded Westfield
High School girls volleyball team
defeated Jonathan Dayton, 25-13,
25-19, in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
October 19. Sara Correa registered
17 assists and three digs for the 12-
4 Blue Devils. Lizzy Sottung had 10
digs, Stephanie Borr had six kills
and seven digs and Leigh Scarano
had seven digs.

Olivia Meyer had six kills and five
digs, Hayley Kasko had three digs
and two kills and Leah Andrews had
three kills, a block and a dig. Dana
Boretz and Sydney Swingle each had
three digs and Jenna Miller had three
kills and a block. Grace Serafin had
four assists, while Uzi Ijoma and Erica
Varga each notched a kill.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Pioneers in Volleyball
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team defeated New Provi-
dence in two sets, 25-18, 25-13, in
New Providence on October 20. Olivia
Meyer notched eight kills and four
digs and Stephanie Borr notched nine
kills and four digs. Sara Correa amassed
20 assists and had nine service points
with four aces. Dana Boretz also had
nine service points with four aces.

Leigh Scarano had seven digs and
five service points with an ace. Erica
Varga had five kills, Lizzy Sottung had
10 digs, an assist and three service
points with an ace and Jenna Miller
had two kills. Grace Serafin had four
assists, Uzi Ijoma had a kill and a block
and Hayley Kasko had a dig and two
service points with an ace.

Soccer Raiders Defeat
Summit Boys, 1-0

The 16-2 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team got a
first-half goal from junior John
Murphy and held on to defeat the
Summit Hilltoppers, 1-0, in Scotch
Plains on October 20. Goalkeeper
Sean Murphy made six saves for the
Raiders, while James Ford made 10
for the Hilltoppers.
Summit 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 0 1

Soccer Blue Devils Tap
Cardinal Boys, 3-1

The 13-3-1 Westfield High School
boys soccer team defeated the
Plainfield Cardinals, 3-1, in Westfield
on October 20. Senior Owen
Ripperger netted the hat trick for the
Blue Devils, while Owen Prybylski
and Mike Birle each had an assist.
Narvis Bent scored for the Cardinals.
Blue Devil goalkeeper Cullen Birkel
made four saves and Cardinal Milton
Moreno made 11 saves.
Plainfield 0 1 1
Westfield 1 2 3

Tigers Top Cougars
In Boys Soccer, 4-3

The hosting Linden High School
boys soccer team scored twice in the
second half to top the Cranford Cou-
gars, 4-3, in Linden on October 18.
Matt Perino netted a goal and an
assist for the Courags, while Addison
Chang and Matt Medeiros each scored
once and Noah West added an assist.
Alex Tarnawski scored twice for the
Tigers, while Andres Tabares and Al-
Hasson Waritay each scored once.
Cougar goalkeeper Andrew Rojo
made 10 saves.
Cranford 2 1 3
Linden 2 2 4

High School Sports Results:
Blue Devils Stop Lions

In Field Hockey, 1-0
Senior co-captain Zoe Rader

scored in the first overtime to give
the 10-6 Westfield High School field
Hockey team a 1-0 victory over the
North Hunterdon Lady Lions in
Annandale on October 17. Senior
co-captain/goalkeeper Christina
Seery made four saves for the Blue
Devils and Wesley Taylor made six
saves for the Lions.

Probitas Verus Honos

Jim Occi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUSTLING AFTER THE BALL...Cougar Kevin Murphy, No. 16, and Raider Robert Devine-Gelling, No. 23, hustle after
the ball in the Union County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson High School in Clark on October 22.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO CORRAL THE BALL...Raider co-captain Sophie Brause, No. 25,
tries to corral the ball while Cougar defender Maya Lawler, No. 5, closes in.

Jim Occi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION NEAR THE GOAL...Cougar John Rato, No. 21, takes a slide as Raider John Murphy, No. 10, tries not to trip over
him in the Union County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson High School in Clark on October 22.

Reading is Good For You
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Blue Devils’ 2nd OT Goal Stings Cougars, 1-0
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301 Lenox Ave,

5

OPEN HOUSE
FOR SALE BY OWNER

PRINCIPALS ONLY

SUNDAY 10/30
1:00 - 4:00 PM

55 AND OVER 
BUILT IN 2007

3 STORY TOWNHOME
2343 SF

518 MAPLE COURT 

GARWOOD NJ

$629,900

2 BEDROOMS
3.5 BATHROOMS

REC ROOM
ATTACHED 2 CAR GARAGE

WALK TO TOWN/SHOPS
NYC BUS/TRAINS

LOCAL PARKS

PRIVATE ELEVATORBABY BOOMERS

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Elite

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2015
Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441

543 Sherwood Parkway, Westfield $939,000
Move right in to this beautifully maintained 4/5 bedroom center hall colonial with an amazing
front porch in the highly desirable Wilson School district. Sit back  & relax in the large,
sunny living room with wood burning fireplace, beautiful mantle & custom book cases
overlooking the patio and private, professionally landscaped yard. The formal dining room
flows perfectly into the kitchen complete with tumbled marble backsplash, granite countertops
and stainless appliances. The second floor boasts four charming bedrooms including the
master suite equipped with its own full bath as well as a full hallway bath. There is also an
impressive, fully finished third floor complete with a wet bar and another full bath for additional
living space. The lower level has a large, finished rec room with built in seating and a play
room. This is truly a wonderful location & neighborhood...conveniently located close to
schools, shopping and NYC transportation, this is the ideal place to call home!

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek
at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 30th 1-4PM

NJAR Circle of Excellence 

 and Silver, 2014 - 2015

Denise Maran
Sales Associate

Of  ce: 908-232-5664 ext 126 |  Cell: 908-451-1319

215 North Avenue West, West  eld, NJ 07090

denise.maran@bhhsnj.com |  DeniseMaran.com

#1 Agent  
Westfi eld Offi  ce

2011-2015

©2016 BHH Af  liates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Af  liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Award, Bronze, 2011 - 2013

is round. It can bounce any way any
day.’ They got a good bounce today
but we got to pick our heads up and
move on.”

Next on the schedule for the Blue
Devils would be the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinal game
on October 21 against Oak Knoll,

whom they tied 2-2 in regular season.
“We are looking to have another

shutout,” Laitamaki commented.
The Cougars were to face Scotch

Plains-Fanwood in the other UCT
semifinal just before the Westfield/
Oak Knoll game.

“At the beginning of the season, it

was really tough coming out of the
gate with a tough schedule but I think
that helped shape us as a team. Our
record shows that we are not to be
underestimated because of the teams
we played,” Hay said.
Westfield 0 0 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0 0 0

Cougars Rout Highlanders on Sr. Night, 49-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Cougars’ second squad rumbled 56
yards on seven running plays to pay
dirt when Connor Fitzsimmons
skipped in from the one.

Just before time ran out, Nigro de-
livered another hit which caused a

fumble that Andrew Joseph recov-
ered.

With two more away games re-
maining in the regular season (Hill-
side on October 29 and Delaware
Valley on November 4), positioning

for the upcoming playoffs has defi-
nitely been a consideration.

“It’s one game at a time,” expressed
all four captains simultaneously.
Gov. Livingston   0   7   0   0 7
Cranford   7 28 14   0 49

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD ACTION AT THE GOAL...Blue Devil Taylor Morgan ducks as goalkeeper Lizzi Brucia goes for the ball in Cranford.
Cougar Lauren Williamson, No. 13, stands in front of Blue Devils Carly Bechtloff, No. 2, and Grace Elliott, No. 15.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSING IN FOR THE KILL...Cougar defensive lineman Alex Esposito, No. 78, closes in to help Eric Shapiro, No. 82, take
down Highlander quarterback Pat DeAngelis, No. 2, in the “Senior Night” game at Memorial Field in Cranford.
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Blue Devils Ambush Spartan
Gridders on ‘Sr. Day’, 35-13
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Westfield PAL B Team Tops
Bloomfield Grid Kids, 7-0

BIG TIME PRACTICE...The Westfield PAL B Team practiced recently at the
Giants practice facility in East Rutherford.

The Westfield PAL Football B Team
improved its record to 7-0 with a
hard-fought, 28-7 victory over
Bloomfield on October 23 at Foley
Field in Bloomfield. The match vs.
Bloomfield represented a rematch of
last season’s divisional championship
game. The two teams entered the con-
test at 6-0.

Bloomfield moved the ball early on
their first possession, racking up two
first downs and marching into
Westfield territory. But the Blue Dev-
ils clamped down and stopped
Bloomfield on a critical fourth down.

“The defense really stepped up
today,” noted coach Peter Gialluisi.
“They were having success in their
running game, so we called a quick
timeout and made some quick ad-
justments.”

Those adjustments proved effec-
tive, as Bloomfield was held without
another first down until the fourth

quarter. Gialluisi highlighted the play
of ends, Jack Barker and Mark
Gialluisi and LBs Simspon, Malachi
Mercer as keys in the strong perfor-
mance.

With the defense setting the tone,
the offense went to work. Jalen
Simpson, James Csorba, Justin Colby
and Steven Harvey paced a running
attack that accounted for over 200
yards on the ground. Simpson racked
up two TD’s and QB Steven Angeli
connected on a TD strike to WR
David Link.

The Bloomfield win follows on
the heels of impressive shutout wins
vs. Scotch Plains (33-0) and Summit
(47-0). The team now looks to finish
the regular season against Richmond
Boro (6-1), whose only loss of the
season is to Bloomfield in a 7-6 nail-
biter. The game will take place on
Sunday, Oct 30, at 12 pm at Kehler
Stadium.

SPF PAL B Team Shuts Out
Cranford PAL Grid Kids, 7-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
B football team moved one step
closer to a playoff berth in the New
Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League with a clutch 7-0 victory
over Cranford this past Sunday at
Cranford’s Memorial field.

The victory enabled the B team
Raiders to tie Cranford in the sev-
enth-grade division standings with
one week left in the regular season.
The Raiders play Sparta on the road
and Cranford meets Bloomfield this
coming Sunday, October 30.

If SPF and Cranford each win or if
each lose, then the Raiders qualify for

the league playoffs that are set to
begin Sunday, November 6. The Raid-
ers earned the tiebreaker due to their
victory over Cranford. But a loss by
SPF and a victory by Cranford will
send Cranford to the playoffs.

Anthony Robinson’s 65-yard punt
return was the critical play as the B
team Raiders knocked off Cranford.

The A team Raiders dropped a
heart-breaking 8-0 game to Cranford
in the eighth-grade division. The
Raiders moved up and down the
field but suffered numerous turn-
overs and had two touchdowns
called back.

The E team Raider fourth graders
posted an impressive, 20-8 victory
over Cranford. The Raiders were
steered on offense by the running of
Jacob Handy, while the defense
shined behind AJ Saccento.

In other action at Cranford for the
Raiders, The C team sixth graders
were defeated, 21-10, while the D
team for SPF went back and forth
with Cranford before falling by a 28-
20 score in the fifth-grade division.

Michal Liebowitz scored two
touchdowns and a conversion point
and Colin Widder collected a touch-
down and a conversion to pace the
Raider attack.

The SPF PAL ends its regular sea-
son with trip to Sussex County to
play Sparta this Sunday, October 30.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Host Area
At 21st Devilfish Classic

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
swim team kicked off its season host-
ing the 21st Annual Devilfish Classic
Invitational Swim Meet (DFC) at the
Wallace Pool on October 16. More
than 650 swimmers participated
throughout the three sessions. Devil-
fish swimmers achieved numerous
personal best times and set six meet
records.

TOP 3 (BY AGE GROUP):
8U Girls: Emelia Dengler (3rd

100IM), Madeline Edmondson (2nd
25-Fly), Ashley Gao (1st 25-Breast),
Kaylie Gao (3rd 25-Free), Abigail
Thein (3rd 25-Fly)

9-10 Girls: Emily Constable (1st
50-Breast – meet record, 2nd 100-
Breast and 100IM), Emily Gao (1st
100-Breast – meet record), Clare
Logan (1st 50-free, 2nd 100-Free and
Back)

9-10 Boys: Colin Cimei (2nd 50-
Back), Charlie Jeckell (2nd 100-Back,
3rd 100-Free and 100IM), David
Maimon (1st 50-fly and 100IM, 2nd
50-free), Cole Sharkey (1st 100-Back,
2nd 100-Free and 100IM)

11-12 Girls: Vivian Jeckell (1st
50-Fly, 50-Free, 2nd 100IM), Sarah
Kennedy (3rd 50-Back), Gigi Sandull
(1st 100-Breast, 100IM), Anna
Wunderle (3rd 100-Breast)

11-12 Boys: Roan Baker (1st 100-
Back – meet record, 2nd 50-Free,
100IM), Kevin Gao (3rd 50-Breast,
100-Breast), Billy Maguire (3rd 100-
Fly), Leo Mangiamele (3rd 50-Fly),
Matt Swenson (1st 100-Fly, 2nd 50-
Back, 3rd 100-Back), TJ Walsh (3rd
50-Back, 100-Free)

13-14 Girls: Alyssa Corvelli (1st

100-Back, 2nd (100-Breast, 3rd 50-
Free), Isabelle Gauthier (1st 100-
Breast, 2nd 100-Free, 200IM), Sofia
Leonetti (1st 200-Breast, 2nd 200-
Back, 3rd 100-Breast), Julia McGann
(2nd 50-Free, 200-Breast), Abigael
McKinney (1st 200IM, 2nd 100-
Back), Tori Sandull (1st 50-Free, 3rd
200-Breast, 100-Back), Meredtih
Shepherd (3rd 100-Fly), Bridget Tho-
mas (3rd 200IM), Lindsay Wang (1st
100-Free), Mary Weber (1st 200-
Back)

13-14 Boys: Henry Brown (1st 50-
Free, 2nd 100-Breast, 3rd 100-Back),
Seth Camacho (1st 100-Fly, 2nd 100-
Back), Christopher Cheng (1st 200-
Breast), Steven Gorelik (2nd 200-
Breast), Gary Maimon (1st 100-Free,
200IM, 3rd 50-Free), Michael
Riordan (3rd 200-Free), Colin Slevin
(3rd 200-Back), Barney Veres (1st

100-Breast, 3rd 200IM), Zach Will-
iams (2nd 50 and 100-Free)

15+ Girls: Caroline Benou (2nd
200-Free), Sally Burke (1st 200-Free),
Emma Conlon (1st 100-Free, 100-
Fly, 3rd 50-Free), Aidan Donahue
(2nd 100-Fly), Kelly Lawrence (3rd
200-Free), Muriel Maloney (1st 50-
Free, 100-Breast), Emily Oster (3rd
200-Back), Emma Reilly (2nd 100-
Free, 3rd 100-Breast), Madelyne
Rinaldo (3rd 200IM), Kayla Rinn (2nd
200-Breast), Courtney Thomas (3rd
100-Fly), Keeley Thompson (1st 100-
Back, 2nd 50-Free), Aine Wall (3rd
200-Breast)

15+ Boys: Eric Bebel (2nd 100-
Back, 100-Breast), Ryan Bebel (1st
50-Free – meet record, 1st 100-
Back), Tommy Brennan (2nd 200-
Breast), Jack Cifelli (2nd 100-Free,
3rd 50-Free), Aedan Collins (1st
200-Breast), Stefan Crigler (3rd
100-Breast), Colin Daniel (1st
200IM, 2nd 50-Free), Connor
Heffernan (3rd 100-Free), Alex
Kingsley (2nd 100-Fly), Tim
McGann (3rd 100-Back), Griff Mor-
gan (1st 200-Free – meet record),
Alex Prystupa (1st 100-Fly), Dean
Pucciarelli (3rd 200-Free), Steven
Warren (1st 100-Breast – meet
record), Nick Youssef (1st 100-
Free), Zach Youssef (2nd 200IM)

Westfield Men’s Tennis Team
Wins USTA National Title

TUCSON, ARIZ. – The men’s ten-
nis team from Westfield, representing
the USTA Middle States Section, cap-
tured the national title at the USTA
League Adult 40-and-Over 3.0 Na-
tional Championships held at the
Hilton El Conquistador Resort in
Tucson, Ariz. on October 16.

The Westfield team defeated a team
from Las Vegas, Nev., 3-2, in the
Championship match. Earlier in the
day, Westfield defeated a team from
Dallas, Tex., 3-2, in the semifinals.
They advanced this far by winning
their round-robin flight contested Fri-
day and Saturday.

Teams from the 17 USTA sections
advanced to National Championships
by winning their local league champi-
onships at the district and section
level. The Middle States Section
Championships consisted of teams
from throughout New Jersey, Dela-
ware and Pennsylvania.

The team is captained by Craig

Decker and features Ed Poole, Matt
Hale, Curtis Tao, David Ellner, Chris
Schabacker, John Manso, Won Hong,
Greg Russo and plays at the Westfield
Indoor Tennis Club.

Established in 1980, USTA League
has grown from 13,000 participants
in a few parts of the country in its first
year, to over 904,000 players across
the nation today, making it the world’s
largest recreational tennis league.

USTA League was established to
provide adult recreational tennis play-
ers throughout the country with the
opportunity to compete against play-
ers of similar ability levels. Players
participate on teams in a league for-
mat, which is administered by the
USTA through its 17 Sections. The
league groups players by using six
National Tennis Rating Program
(NTRP) levels, ranging from 2.5 (en-
try) to 5.0 (advanced). USTA League
is open to any USTA member 18
years of age or older.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

JULY 2016 – JUNE 2017 - REVISED
ANNUAL NOTICE OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d)

ALL MEETINGS HELD AT:
Administration Building

Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

OPEN AGENDA MEETINGS - 8:00 P.M.
(7:30 p.m. Executive Session)

NO MEETING IN JULY Thursday, January 19, 2017
Tuesday, September 20, 2016 Thursday, February 16, 2017
Thursday, October 13, 2016 Tuesday, March 14, 2017
Thursday, November 17, 2016 Thursday, April 20, 2017
Thursday, December 15, 2016 Tuesday, May 9, 2017

Thursday, June 15, 2017

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return
to the public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action may be taken.

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS – 8:00 P.M.
(7:30 p.m. Executive Session)

NO MEETING IN JULY Thursday, January 26, 2017
Thursday, August 25, 2016 Thursday, February 23, 2017
Tuesday, September 27, 2016 Thursday, March 30, 2017
Thursday, October 20, 2016 Thursday, April 27, 2017
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 Thursday, May 25, 2017
Thursday, December 22, 2016 Thursday, June 29, 2017

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session, and will return to the
public meeting at 8:00 P.M. at which time action will be taken.

2017 Annual Organization Meeting – Monday, January 5, 2017 (tentative)

STUDENT RECOGNITION:
Monday, June 5, 2017 –7:30 p.m. – Administration Bldg.

1 T - 10/27/17, The Times Fee: $62.22

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/20/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2016-871
amending (Resolution No. 2015-695)
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,

Hatfield, LLC of Springfield, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: in the matter entitled Bar-
bara Egger v. UC, et als.,

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$120,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/20/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-853
AWARDED TO:  United Way of Greater

Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the continuation of Fam-

ily Support and Prevention services
PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December

31, 2017
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed $250,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 14, 2016 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 P.M. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements to the Westfield
Land use Ordinance.

SCIARRILLO, CORNELL, MERLINO,
McKEEVER & OSBORNE, LLC
(SCMMO, LLC), 238 Saint Paul Street.

Applicants are seeking approval to con-
struct additional office space on the attic
level, a dormer addition, an entry vesti-
bule, and enlarge the parking area con-
trary to sections 12.03 C&D&E, 11.20E9 &
12.04E, 12.04G, 17.04A, 17.05, 17.03C of
the Land use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum front yard setback of
31.7 feet. Proposed is 28.8 feet. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum floor area ratio of
20%. Proposed is 23.37%. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum improvement coverage
of 50%. Proposed is 58.9%. Ordinance
requires a minimum parking space width
of 9 feet. Proposed is 8.5 feet. Ordinance
requires adequate access to parking
spaces. Proposed is no direct access to 3
parking spaces (3 spaces “stacked” park-
ing). Ordinance requires parking areas
and driveways to be a minimum of 5 feet
from the property line. Proposed are 0.0
feet and 3.62 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

Sciarrillo Cornell Merlino,
McKeever & Osborne, LLC

238 Saint Paul Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $42.33

After a scoreless first quarter, Mar-
tini engineered a 10-play, 65-yard
drive that was completed when senior
split end/kicker Mike Moriarty had
the first of his fine moments on a 10-
yard sweep around the right side and
into the end zone.

“That run was called a Jet Sweep to
the right. Phil got the ball. I ran to the
right to the outside and everyone made
their blocks. And I just cut it up,”
Moriarty described.”

“We prepared for them all week.
We got off to a slow start and once Ish
[Glasco] went down, we had to step
up our passing game. The ‘O’ line did
a great job the whole day so I could
make the throws and run the ball
when we had to,” Martini said.

“Nothing really changed. I just
played the same way,” added Moriarty.

After Blue Devil defensive line-
man Owen Kessler delivered a six-
yard sack forcing a punt from the end
zone, Senior Jack Shirk made a 25-
yard return to the Spartan 10-yard
line. From there, Moriarty (5 recep-
tions, 41 yards) had another
“Moriarty Moment” with a 10-yard
touchdown reception with 5:40 left
in the half.

“He always does! He ran the ball
for a touchdown and he caught one.
He was able to get open,” said Mar-
tini, who added, “Everyone did well
today. I just spread the ball. The tight
end [Kyle Dombrowski] got a touch-
down too. They were running around.”

“That was 10-yards away. I was
just running in. A linebacker was on
me. There wasn’t a safety. Phil threw
a great ball,” Moriarty added.

As time ticked to zero, Dombrowski
(6 receptions, 68 yards) had his mo-
ment too with a three-yard touch-
down reception to complete an eight
play, 35-yard drive that gave the Blue
Devils a 21-0 halftime lead. The unre-
lenting Westfield defensive pressure
frustrated the Spartan running backs
and limited them to just plus 17 yards
in the half.

“We knew when Ish went down, it
was going to be tougher for the of-
fense to execute. Immaculata got a
little pumped up there and we had to
shut them off on the defensive side of
the ball by giving added pressure and
not allowing them to convert first
downs. That’s what we did. We put
the pressure on them again,” Kessler
said.

Third quarter pressure was even
more intense, which led to the next
two Westfield touchdowns.
Kessler’s seven-yard sack forced a
punt and the Blue Devils took over
at their 34 where Martini engineered
a seven-play scoring drive that in-
cluded a seven-yard strike to split
end Adam McDaniel (2 receptions,
21 yards) and a nine-yard touch-
down strike to Shirk (6 receptions,
75 yards) with 7:13 on the clock.
The Spartan running backs’ frustra-
tion accelerated.

“I was just playing football. We did
a great job shutting down the run. The
linebackers filled the holes and we
held the line of scrimmage the whole
day,” Kessler said.

Next a 10-yard sack by Nick Maher,
followed by continued pressure on
quarterback Nathan Barnett, by Jake
Vall-Llobera, Maher and Jeff Gagum
forced an intentional grounding fol-
lowed by a short punt to the Spartan
31. Seven plays later, Martini plunged
in from the two with 2:11 left in the
third quarter, activating the Mercy
Rule clock.

“Our defensive line coach teaches
us so well about technique and really
getting off the ball quickly, exploding
with our hips and driving the line
back,” Kessler revealed. “All week
we are always practicing new pass
rush moves and how get after the
quarterback in different ways. It usu-
ally gives a lot of trouble to the offen-

sive line like it did today.”
Blue Devil reserves took over in

the fourth quarter. The Spartans fi-
nally scored when wide receiver Sean
Gaffney grabbed a five-yard pass in
the end zone with 7:34 on the clock to
complete a 13-play, 71-yard drive.
The final Spartan touchdown came a
minute later on a 37-yard touchdown
reception by wide receiver Steve
Dwyer.

After a bye week, the Blue Devils
will travel to Scotch Plains to face the
Raiders and productive junior quar-

The Westfield “Y” Devilfish at the Devilfish Classic

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT GOING ANYWHERE...Blue Devil defensive lineman Owen Kessler, No. 64,
has a firm grip on an Immaculata Spartan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A TIME TO REJOICE...Blue Devil Jake Kaplan, No. 34, raises his arm in celebration after Kyle Dombrowski, No. 7, hauls
in a three-yard pass from Phil Martini for a touchdown against the Immaculata Spartans on October 22.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/20/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-850
AWARDED TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the provision of Group

Life Insurance with Group Accidental Death
and Dismemberment Plan for employees
not cover under the Public Employee Re-
tirement System (PERS)

PERIOD: January 1, 2017-December
31, 2017

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,424.00.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/20/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-849
AWARDED TO: Mutual of America,

Parsippany, New Jersey
SERVICES: to implement an employee

401 (a) benefits plan for county employees
not to covered under the Public Employee
Retirement System (PERS)

PERIOD: July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$111,903.97.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 10/20/16
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(1)(a) (i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2016-863
AWARDED TO: Union County Foren-

sic Nurse Examiners
SERVICES: to serve as Independent

Contractors as part of the Union County
Sexual Assault Response Team

PERIOD: October1, 2016-September
30, 2017

COSTS: in the amount of $24,580.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

terback Cooper Heisey on Saturday,
November 5, at 2 p.m.

“First we have to see how “Ish” is
and then we have to start rotating
guys in to see who steps up for that
roll but, hopefully, “Ish” comes back
soon,” Martini said.

As to the added pressure on the line
to open holes for the fill-in running
backs, Martini said, “They have been
doing well all year, so I think they will
continue.”
Immaculata   0   0   0 13 13
Westfield   0 21 14   0 35
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Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Master Craft
Upholstery

Over 40 Years Experience
in Furniture Upholstery

732-423-0689
upholstery07201@yahoo.com

225 North Ave. Garwood

Like Us on Facebook

CLASSIFIEDS

YEA to Hold Shopping
Event as Fundraiser

WESTFIELD — The Young En-
trepreneurs Academy! (YEA!) will
hold a Shop Smart Do Good shop-
ping event at the Lord & Taylor store
at 609 North Avenue in Westfield, on
Saturday, October 29 from 9 a.m. to
11 p.m. Each $5 ticket provides cus-
tomers with 25 percent off coupons
and a 15 percent all-day savings pass.

All proceeds from ticket sales go
directly to YEA. Tickets are avail-
able in Westfield at the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC), 173 Elm Street;
Williams Sonoma, 127 Central Av-
enue and Woof Gang Bakery and
Grooming, 218 East Broad Street,
Westfield; in Cranford at Cesar Kai
Academy and The Max Challenge,
777 Walnut Avenue; and in Fanwood
at The Martin Chiropractic Center,
141 South Avenue.

YEA! is a groundbreaking program
that takes students through the pro-
cess of starting and running real busi-
nesses or social movements over the
course of a full academic year, trans-
forming them into real, confident en-

trepreneurs. Students in grades 6
through 12 generate exciting new
business ideas and inventions, con-
duct market research, create an el-
evator speech, prepare budgets, write
business plans, meet local business
leaders and legendary entrepreneurs,
register their businesses, pitch their
plans for funding to an Investor Panel
with real dollars at stake (think Shark
Tank) and participate in a trade show,
selling their products and introduc-
ing their businesses to the greater
community.

YEA was founded in 2004 in coop-
eration with the University of Roch-
ester, with chapters now in many com-
munities throughout the United States.
The Westfield chapter was founded
in 2013 by Mitchell Beinhaker in
cooperation with the Greater
Westfield Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC). Since 2013, YEA!
Westfield graduates have written al-
most 30 business plans and obtained
more than $15,000 in funding and
have many businesses still in opera-
tion.

GWACC to Host Panel Talk
On Making NJ Affordable

WESTFIELD – Business profes-
sionals, small business owners, and
non-profit organizations are encour-
aged to register for the panel discus-
sion, “How to Make Business in NJ
More Affordable” on Monday, No-
vember 14 from 9 a.m. to noon at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains. The event is sponsored by the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC).

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
will moderate the two-part discus-
sion. The first panel includes Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) and Speaker Vincent Prieto
(D-32nd, Secaucus), who will focus
on legislative action to protect the
economic future of New Jersey. The
second panel includes advocacy lead-
ers Tom Bracken, (president and CEO
of the New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce, and Michele Siekerka, presi-
dent and CEO of the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association,

who support legislation, regulation
and initiatives for economic growth
and job creation in New Jersey.

Ken Bagner of the tax department
of Sobel & Co. will discuss possible
solutions and advice for business own-
ers and non-profit organizations. A Q
& A session will follow each panel.

“The GWACC is committed to help-
ing local businesses and non-profit
organizations stay informed on issues
that affect doing business in our area,”
explained board member and non-
profit chair, Stephanie Branna.
GWACC Executive Director Gene
Jannotti said.  He added, “Part of our
mission is to promote local business
opportunities, economic development
and community growth.”

Registration is available online at
www.gwaccnj.com/events/panel. The
cost is $15 for GWACC members and
$20 for the general public. Registration
includes a continental breakfast and time
to network with other professionals.

CLEAN UPS

$175.00 SPECIAL Vinnie's
Cleanouts: Attics, Basements,
Garages, Sheds, Crawl Spaces,
Yards, Appliances, Bulky Items,
Light Demolition (908) 620-1300

BIG MOVING SALE

Saturday Oct 29, 8AM-12Noon
622 Embree Crescent

Westfield
Rain Date: October 30th

No Early Birds!

SHIH TZU - FEMALE FOR SALE

Adorable, young, trained, super
sweet 10 lb Shih Tzu. 3 1/2 years
old.True lap-dog. Looking for a
retired couple/person/ stay-home
mom. Loves company/ great com-
panion! $300. (908) 783-0252

Preschool Office Administrator

Our Cranford Christian Preschool
is looking for an Office
Administrator/Bookkeeper to join
our team. Experience with
preparing and maintaining
budgets, payroll and knowledge
of Microsoft Excel and Quicken
required. 5 mornings per week,
hours flexible. Send resume to
calvarynscc@verizon.net

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

WEST ELM 8x10 WOOL RUG

FOR SALE: From West Elm A
Striking Chocolate Brown and Tan
100% Wool Plush 8ft. x 10 ft. Area
Rug.  Purchased New For Over
$900.00.  Neutral Color, Gently
Used And in Very Good Condition.
Comes From A Smoke-Free,
Pet-Free Home. $150.

Call (908) 654-6091

OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
227 Elmer Street. Professional 3
rooms, Private entrance with
electric, heat and water included
for $1500.00/month. Approx 975
sq.ft. Avail Nov. 1, 2016
Call Abraham @ (973) 930-2469

WESTFIELD OFFICE TO SUBLET

Ideal for Therapists, Psychologists
Social Workers & Marriage
Counselors Counseling Room,
Waiting Room and Restroom.
Private Parking and Street Parking.
Available as of October 1st, 2016
(908) 265-0784 or (908) 232-6118

CRANFORD
Wednesday, October 12, Tyrone

Hester, 25, of Beachwood was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of parapherna-
lia, after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East North Avenue
and the Garden State Parkway South-
bound 137 entrance for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation
at the scene, police located marijuana
inside the vehicle. Hester, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Mu-
nicipal Court appearance. Hester also
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for failing to wear his seatbelt.

Thursday, October 13, Barbara
Cleary, 62, of Fords was arrested and
charged with possession of prescrip-
tion narcotics. While on routine pa-
trol police encountered a 2015 Honda
at an East North Avenue establish-
ment. The occupant was acting in a
suspicious manner, which initiated
an investigation. Following this in-
vestigation police arrested the driver,
Cleary, for being in possession of
prescription narcotics. She was pro-
cessed and given a Superior Court
appearance in Elizabeth.

Friday, October 14, Steve
Sarabando, 27, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) and refusal to sub-
mit to chemical testing, following a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Raritan Road and Centennial Av-
enue for a window tint violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the scene,
police determined that the driver,
Sarabando, was operating the vehicle
while intoxicated. He was arrested,
processed and released to a family
member pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Sarabando was issued
motor vehicle summonses for win-
dow tint, driving while intoxicated
and refusal to submit to chemical
testing.

Friday, October 14, Quan Williams,
31, of Edison was arrested and charged
with possession of CDS, identified
by police as heroin, and possession of
paraphernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Coleman Avenue for hav-
ing a cracked windshield. Following
an investigation at the scene police
located heroin inside the vehicle. The
driver, Williams, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. He also was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
a cracked windshield, driving with a
suspended license and having a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a mo-
tor vehicle.

Saturday, October 15, Edward
Hernandez, 30, of Newark was ar-
rested and charged with DWI, after a
motor vehicle stop at the intersection
of Raritan Road and Moen Avenue
for a red light violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police de-
termined that Hernandez was driving
while intoxicated. He was arrested,
processed and released to a family
member pending a Municipal Court
appearance. Hernandez was issued
motor vehicle summonses for driving
while intoxicated, having an open
container of alcohol in a motor ve-
hicle, and failure to observe a traffic
signal.

Saturday, October 15, William
Ronnow, 62, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with DWI after police
responded to the area of Linden Place
and Orange Avenue on a report of a
motor vehicle accident. Following an
investigation at the scene police de-
termined that Ronnow was driving
while intoxicated. He was subse-
quently charged with DWI and care-
less driving pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Ronnow was re-
leased to the custody of a friend.

Sunday, October 16, Michelle
Falco, 36, of Bloomfield was arrested
and charged with possession of pre-
scription narcotics and possession of
paraphernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Jackson
Drive and the Garden State Parkway
136 Northbound ramp for a malfunc-
tioning brake light. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene police lo-
cated prescription pills in the posses-
sion of Falco. Falco was arrested,
processed and released pending a Su-
perior Court appearance. She also
was issued summonses for a mal-
functioning brake light and having a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

FANWOOD
Monday, October 10, William

MacDonald, 34, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Watchung after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Wednesday, October 12, a resident
of the 60 block of Midway Avenue
reported seeing a person near his
parked motor vehicle in the driveway
and the interior lights on. The resi-
dent went outside and the person was
gone. Nothing was taken.

Thursday, October 13, a resident of
the 10 block of Mary Lane reported
that an unknown person had entered
his parked motor vehicle, and that an
unknown amount of cash was taken.

Saturday, October 15, a resident of
the 20 block of Paterson Road re-
ported a robbery had occurred be-
tween 10:20 and 10:30 p.m. The vic-
tim said he was going to his motor
vehicle, which was parked in the drive-
way, when an unknown person ap-
peared and pointed what appeared to
be a handgun, demanding money. He
told the suspect he did not have any

money on him. The suspect then fled
in an unknown direction. If anyone
has any information about this inci-
dent, they are asked to call the
Fanwood Police at (908) 322-5000.

Sunday, October 16, Andre Tho-
mas, 40, of Irvington was arrested on
an active warrant out of Piscataway
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released
by the Piscataway Municipal Court.

Monday, October 17, Oscar Perez,
34, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an active warrant out of Fanwood,
after police conducted a random li-
cense plate check on Hetfield Av-
enue. Police made the stop to confirm
that the driver was the registered
owner. The driver was arrested, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County Correctional Facility pend-
ing his court hearing.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Friday, October 7, a resident of

Corrine Terrace reported a motor ve-
hicle burglary and the theft of docu-
ments from the vehicle.

Saturday, October 8, a burglary was
reported at a residence on Sunny Slope
Drive.

Tuesday, October 11, two workers
at a painting company were involved
in a dispute, and a complaint of ter-
roristic threats was made to police by
one of the individuals.

Wednesday, October 12, one neigh-
bor physically assaulted another on
Mountainview Drive.

Wednesday, October 12, a resident
of Outlook Drive East reported that
an unknown suspect had smashed the
front passenger window of a motor
vehicle belonging to the victim while
it was parked in the driveway.

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, October 12, Alexis

Purnell, 28, of Philadelphia, Pa., was
arrested on charges of possession of
less than 50 grams of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), identi-
fied by police as suspected marijuana;
possession of an anti-shoplifting de-
vice and hindering apprehension, pur-
suant to an investigation on the 600
block of West North Avenue. She was
charged with hindering apprehension
after giving false information to po-
lice, authorities said. Purnell was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released with a
mandatory court date.

Thursday, October 13, Athena
Binns, 31, of the Bronx, N.Y., was
arrested on a Fort Lee traffic warrant,
with bail of $284, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West North
Avenue and Prospect Street. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released
after posting full bail.

Thursday, October 13, Mark An-
thony, 47, of Newark was arrested on
a Westfield criminal warrant, with bail
of $2,500. Anthony, who was picked
up at the Essex County jail, was sub-
sequently taken for a court appear-
ance.

Thursday, October 13, Tonia
Aghahowa, 25, of Irvington was ar-
rested on an Irvington traffic warrant,
with bail of $250, pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Rahway Avenue and
West Broad Street. Aghahowa was
released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 13, Levaughn
Allen, 28, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Middlesex County jail on a
Westfield traffic warrant, with bail of
137. Allen was processed and later
released after posting bail.

Friday, October 14, two people re-
ported the theft of their bicycles, which
had been secured to a bicycle rack on
the 500 block of Dorian Road. The
first victim’s bicycle was described as
a Trek mountain bicycle, silver and
black in color, valued at approximately
$395.99, while the second victim’s
bicycle was described as a Special-
ized Crosstrail bicycle, blue and black
in color, valued at approximately $400.
In each case, an unknown suspect had
cut the bicycle lock.

Saturday, October 15, Briaya N.
Howard, 22, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding Bloomfield traffic
warrant, with $140 bail, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Karen Terrace. Howard was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-

cessed and released on requisite bail.
Sunday, October 16, Nick Rotondi,

40, of Hillsborough was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI), pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of West North Avenue
near Dudley Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Sunday, October 16, Maribeth
Leonard, 54, of Cranford was arrested
and charged with DWI, pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at North and Cen-
tral Avenues. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Tuesday, October 18, a landscaper
working on the 700 block of Norgate
reported the theft of a Red Max leaf
blower, with an approximate value of
$500, which occurred between 1 and
1:18 p.m. that day.

Tuesday, October 18, Leandro
Olivo, 24, of South Bound Brook
turned himself in at police headquar-
ters on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant, with bail of $500. He was
processed and released after posting
full bail.

Wednesday, October 19, Debarshi
Palit, 26, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested at Lamberts Mill Road and
West Broad Street and charged with
DWI, pursuant to a motor vehicle
accident. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and held overnight.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, October 18, Joseph

Adams, 26, and Michael Adams, 23,
both of Newark, were arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, pos-
session of paraphernalia, possession
of a forged government document,
obstruction, hindering and contempt
of court, following a motor vehicle
stop for a malfunctioning brake light
at the intersection of Centennial Av-
enue and the Garden State Parkway
136 Northbound ramp. During an on-
scene investigation, the driver,
Michael Adams, refused to provide
his required motor vehicle creden-
tials. He eventually exited the vehicle,
and was arrested for obstruction. As
the investigation continued police lo-
cated marijuana inside the vehicle. A
passenger, Joseph Adams, also was
arrested on a charge of hindering his
apprehension, when he provided a false
name to officers on scene. It was de-
termined that Joseph Adams had an
active criminal warrant out of
Garwood. Michael Adams and Joseph
Adams were processed, and both sub-
sequently released pending a Superior
Court appearance in Elizabeth.
Michael Adams also was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for having a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
in a motor vehicle, uninsured motor
vehicle, failure to maintain lamps and
failure to exhibit documents.

Tuesday, October 18, Fournier

Calixte, 20, and Ellis Charles, 21,
both of Maplewood, were arrested on
charges of possession with intent to
distribute (marijuana), possession of
marijuana (less than 50 grams), pos-
session of paraphernalia and contempt
of court, after a motor vehicle stop for
multiple equipment violations at the
intersection of McClellan Street and
Centennial Avenue. Following an in-
vestigation at the scene police located
marijuana inside the vehicle, and on
the driver, Charles. Calixte, the pas-
senger, also was found to be in posses-
sion of marijuana. Charles and Calixte
were arrested, processed and given
Superior Court appearances in Eliza-
beth. Charles additionally was issued
motor vehicle summonses for having
a CDS in a motor vehicle, driving with
a suspended license, failure to wear a
seatbelt and failing to maintain lamps.
He was turned over to Union Police on
an active warrant.

Tuesday, October 18, Jeffry Urena,
28, of Toms River was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the inter-
section of East North Avenue and the
Garden State Parkway 137 South-
bound ramp for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation at the scene
police located marijuana on a passen-
ger, Urena. He was arrested, processed
and released pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Urena was issued a
motor vehicle summons for failing to
wear a seatbelt.

Wednesday, October 19, Kelly
Hawkes, 33, of Lincoln Park was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance (co-
caine) and possession of parapherna-
lia, following a motor vehicle stop at
the intersection of East North Avenue
and Carpenter Place for a seatbelt
violation. Following an investigation
at the scene police located a pipe con-
taining cocaine residue on the driver,
Hawkes. Hawkes was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a Supe-
rior Court appearance. Hawkes also
was issued a motor vehicle summons
for failing to wear a seatbelt, driving
with a suspended license, possession
of an open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle, and having a CDS in a
motor vehicle.

Thursday, October 20, Adam
Mulchy, 36, of Vernon was arrested
and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(methamphetamine) and possession
of paraphernalia, after a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Coleman Avenue for care-
less driving. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene police located crys-
tal methamphetamine inside the ve-
hicle. A passenger, Mulchy, was ar-
rested, processed and released pend-
ing a Superior Court appearance. The
driver was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for careless driving and de-
laying traffic.

Westfield Rescue Squad
Sends Out Fund Letter

WESTFIELD...The Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS)
is sending out their last fund drive
letter for the year. The squad has
raised approximately 70 percent of
their operational budget so far and
hopes this holiday mailer will pro-
vide the remaining funds necessary
to properly support the squad’s op-
erations.

Westfield residents and businesses
have been generous over the year
helping to finance a new ambulance,
new digital radios, repairs to the squad

building and parking lot, and emer-
gency equipment and supplies. Due
to the charitable actions of Westfield
residents, the rescue squad is able to
stay completely volunteer without
need of tax dollars. The rescue squad
will continue to provide emergency
medical support 24-hours-a-365 days
of the year. Those who would like to
donate should visit
www.westfieldrescuesquad.org or
send a donation to the squad at 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe



Page 18  Thursday, October 27, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet at a spe-
cial meeting on November 7, 2016, in the
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 6:30 p.m., where formal action
may be taken to adopt the following:

“Town of Westfield 2016 Housing Ele-
ment and Fair Share Plan”

The “Town of Westfield 2016 Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan” is on file in
the Planning Office of the Town of Westfield,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Administrative Secretary

Town of Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 16-17

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES AND WAGES FOR THE DE-
PARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey:

SECTION 1. Effective January 1, 2016, the Borough agrees to grant employees in the
bargaining unit covered by this agreement a one and eight tenths (1.8%) percent per hour
increase.

SECTION 2. Effective January 1, 2017, the Borough agrees to grant employees in the
bargaining unit covered by this agreement a one and eight tenths (1.8%) percent per hour
increase.

SECTION 3. Effective January 1, 2018, the Borough agrees to grant employees in the
bargaining unit covered by this agreement a one and eight tenths (1.8%) percent per hour
increase.

SECTION 4. Effective January 1, 2019, the Borough agrees to grant employees in the
bargaining unit covered by this agreement a one and nine-tenths (1.9%) percent per hour
increase.

SECTION 5. Salary for years 2016-2019 is as follows for employees hired prior to
January 1, 2013:

 1.80% 1.80% 1.80% 1.90%
Year 2016 2017 2018 2019
Hourly Rate $31.62 $32.19 $32.77 $33.39

Section 6. Effective January 1, 2013, for all employees hired after January 1, 2013 the
following wage schedule and classifications shall apply.  Each classification shall be for
a period of one year from the date of hire:

Probationary employee: 50% less than the current hourly rate
Class E employee: 40% less than the current hourly rate
Class D employee: 30% less than the current hourly rate
Class C employee: 20% less than the current hourly rate
Class B employee: 10% less than the current hourly rate
Class A employee: Current hourly rate

SECTION 7. The foreman shall receive additional salary of $3.00 per hour.
SECTION 8. Salaries and wages shall be bi-weekly and shall be retroactive and/or take

effect as of January 1st of the year designated.
SECTION 9. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are repealed.
SECTION 10. The within ordinance shall take effect after final passage and publication

in accordance with law.
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 16-17, was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 25th DAY OF OCTOBER 2016, and that
Ordinance No. 16-17, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Borough Council to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, on the 15th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2016, at
7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at which time and place all
persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $93.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-16-018
to be located in Zone: R-5, on the premises
known as 34 West Holly Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 176, Lot No.
5, has been submitted by: Melissa Davies
of 34 West Holly Street, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Proposed one-story addition to an exist-
ing single-family dwelling that exceeds the
maximum lot coverage allowed. Required
2508 square feet; existing 3055.5 square
feet; proposed 2842 square feet and any
additional relief that may be required from
the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on November 7,
2016 at 8:15 p.m. in Room 108 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant
Melissa Davies

34 West Holly Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 10/27/16, The Leader Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on November 30,
2016 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 96 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 79 Lot 1,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Brian & Phyllis Markham.

The applicant requests Use Variance for
2 Family Use which is in violation of:

Section 184-163E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Drive-
way Setback; Permitted: 3 feet; Present: 0;
Proposed: 0.

Section 184-115E9 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Improve-
ment Coverage Area; Permitted: 35%;
Present: 35.73%; Proposed: 35.73%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Brian Markham

96 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 10/27/16, The Times Fee: $36.72

Letters to the EditorPoliticians, Pundits, Pollsters, “Spin”
Doctors, And Campaign Strategists

Anyone Seeking To Serve On The
Council – It Is A Privilege

To think that the office Clinton and
Trump are seeking was once the of-
fice of Washington, Jefferson, Madi-
son, and Lincoln! For today is the age
of professional politicians, pundits,
pollsters, “spin” doctors, focus group
leaders, and campaign strategists!
(How nice if all of us thought for
ourselves!). But in all this where is
the civility and humility of Washing-
ton, the inquisitive mind of Jefferson,
the vision of Madison the “Father of
the Constitution”, the eloquence of
Lincoln?

Hamilton argued in Federalist Pa-
per Number 68 that “the office of
President will never fall to the lot of
any man who is not in an eminent
degree endowed with the requisite
qualifications” and that this office
would be “filled by characters pre-
eminent for ability and virtue”! He
warned against the “talents for low
intrigue, and the little arts of popular-
ity”. He would be surprised and even
shocked today.

Today’s presidential campaigns are
a far cry from earlier days before
social media defined what is impor-
tant and relevant and sound bites pre-
sented in seconds the solutions to
problems that even Aristotle and Plato
could not solve in their lifetimes!

We are asked to vote when so many
of us know so little!

The non-partisan Pew Research
Center on November 18,2010 re-
ported “The Public Knows Basic
Facts about Politics, Economics, But
Struggles With Specifics”.

Newsweek in 2011 asked 1,000
people to take the standard citizen-
ship test. Only 62 percent passed! 29
percent could not name the Vice-
President, 73 percent did not know
why we fought the Cold War, and 6
percent could not even circle Inde-
pendence Day on a calendar!

The American Council of Trustees
and Alumni reported in January 2016
that about 10 percent of college gradu-
ates polled thought that Judge Judy is
a Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court!

The Annenberg Policy Center of
the University of Pennsylvania sur-
veyed 1,416 United States adults July
8-14,2014. The Center found that
“Americans know surprisingly little
about their government”! Only a little
more 36 percent of the respondents
surveyed could name all three
branches of the Federal government!
35 percent could not name a single
one! Just over 27 percent knew that it
takes a two-thirds vote to override a
presidential veto! 21 percent incor-
rectly thought that a 5-4 Supreme
Court decision is sent back to Con-
gress for reconsideration! More than
50 percent did not know which party
controls the House and Senate!

The eminent American historian
David McCullough rails against what
he terms “historical illiteracy” in the
United States.

Democracy cannot function under
conditions of public ignorance! Tho-
mas Jefferson in a letter to George
Wythe dated August 13,1786 argued
for “the diffusion of knowledge among
the people” as “no other sure founda-
tion can be devised for the preserva-
tion of freedom, and happiness.”
James Madison in a letter to W. T.
Barry dated August 4,1822 asserted
that the educated public mind “is the
best security against crafty and dan-
gerous encroachments on the public
liberty”. Abraham Lincoln, “Upon the
subject of education…I can only say
that I view it as the most important
which we as a people can be engaged
in.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Good leadership is one where a
leader knows how to effectuate change
and promote progress by leveraging
strengths and differences, not only
amongst colleagues within the gov-
erning body that he or she may be a
part of, but also being able to lever-
age those strengths and differences
amongst the community as well —
Being critical without offering solu-
tions results in stagnant government.

Repeatedly denying alternative
approaches to how we govern by ap-
pealing to people’s emotions is both
disingenuous and dishonest. It is dis-
ingenuous because it reveals a myo-
pic view of the issues and dishonest
because it disregards the oath one
takes to serve the people above all
else. “Public service,” is just that, it is
service to the public, not service to
thyself for personal gains or gains for
the limited few.

Anyone seeking to serve on the
council, whether that be in a capacity
as Mayor or Councilwoman or Coun-
cilman, should realize it is a privilege
to sit on a governing body where they
are the stewards of the people’s trust
and as such are entrusted with the
responsibility to engage not in popu-
lar decision making but rather, ren-
dering decisions that are based on
honest and forthright thought
grounded in sound and logical rea-
soning with the goal of the greater
good for all citizens, not just the few.

Several years ago, in 2010, I ran for
a seat on the council for the Township
of Scotch Plains. I agree with others
that, whether you were a Democrat or
Republican, it didn’t make much of a
difference given the issues a small
municipality deals with. Thus, I reg-
istered and joined the Republicans in
the hope that I could make a differ-
ence in our town. I met some really
good folks and enjoyed the campaign.
I was, however, disappointed that
many in local government felt differ-
ent about serving the public and par-
ticularly disappointed at how divi-
sive the tone had become. I ended up
re-joining the Democratic party.

I did ultimately have the pleasure
of meeting and coming to know our
current Mayor, Kevin Glover. I liked
his approach at reaching out to all
parts of our community. I liked the
fact that he has always felt we are
“one” Scotch Plains, not the Northside
and the Southside. I also appreciate
the fact that he does attempt to reach
across party lines, in a showing of
compromise and for the betterment
of the community.

Despite anyone’s party affiliation,

you would be hard pressed to deny that
in the past few years, Mayor Glover’s
leadership has returned our Town
Council to one where civility and re-
spect has been restored. While it is true
that under our form of government in
Scotch Plains, the Mayor and mem-
bers of the Council are essentially
equal, one can make a reasoned case
for looking to the Mayor as our leader,
with a vision of moving our town
forward. This is no different than in the
past under prior administrations.

Mayor Glover has been a leader for
Scotch Plains, a leader with vision
and with positive energy and new
ideas that have helped shape our town
and position it for even greater
progress going forward. I’ve also had
the pleasure of meeting Luisa Bianco,
who is running for a seat on our town
council. She is intelligent, energetic
and like our Mayor, she believes in
the promise of seeking continuous
improvement for our town through
positive energy and creative vision.

We have made progress in our be-
loved community of Scotch Plains
under the leadership of Mayor Glover
and while I’m certain that others may
have good intentions, I think our
Mayor deserves reelection and that
candidate Luisa Bianco deserves to
be elected as well so that she can help
us stay on track as a community in
progress with a positive vision to-
wards what will most certainly be a
promising future for the citizens of
the Township of Scotch Plains.

Toni Patti
Scotch Plains

Blumenstock and Lazarow Seek Your
Vote for Garwood Council

On Nov. 8, Continue Progress in
Garwood with Mathieu and Morales

Candidate For Reelection Bianco Seeks
Input To Make Scotch Plains Better

As a resident of Scotch Plains for
more than 22 years and a longtime
community volunteer, my husband
Luigi and I feel blessed to raise our
three children in this wonderful com-
munity.

Over the past two years I have seen
great improvements in our township,
from two consecutive years of no tax
increases in our municipal budgets to
expanded services, and that is why I
am running for Township Council on
the Democratic ticket with Mayor
Kevin Glover.

In recent years I have had the privi-
lege of serving on the Library Board
and the Recreation Commission, and
I can say without reservation that the
volunteers I serve with and the town-
ship employees who work in these
areas are doing a wonderful job.

As an accountant with many years
of corporate experience, I will utilize
my professional skills and training to
bring greater efficiency to township
government. In recent years I have
had the privilege of serving on the
Library Board and the Recreation
Commission, and I can say without
reservation that the volunteers I serve
with and the employees who work in
these areas are doing a tremendous
job. As a Council member I will help
move along the Library Board’s am-
bitious plans to upgrade our Library.
Plans call for enlarging and improv-
ing the children’s section of the Li-
brary, as well as making practical
improvements to both the interior and
exterior of the Library so that it once
again becomes a hub of our commu-
nity for children and adults alike.

Similarly, the volunteers and staff
people associated with recreation are
working overtime to upgrade our
fields and facilities, expand our pro-
grams and create more environmen-

tally friendly green spaces. As one
example, this past summer we in-
creased our summer camp program
substantially to allow more children
to participate. One of the areas where
I will focus my energies on is increas-
ing the number of recreational pro-
grams for senior citizens, girls and
those who are handicapped.

As a mother of three children, I am
of course concerned with public
safety. Here Mayor Glover has made
tremendous strides in upgrading the
equipment our first responders need
to better handle fires and other emer-
gencies, and inaugurating a new po-
lice dispatch system that is not only
providing better response time in
emergencies but that is also saving
the township $1 million.

Finally, I also want to devote my
energies to increasing services and
programs for our senior citizens.
Mayor Glover has made a good start
by obtaining a new bus for senior
citizens, and I look forward to work-
ing with him to establish a lunch
program for seniors.

From delivering two consecutive
no tax increase budgets to improving
public safety and expanding programs
and services for seniors and young
people, Mayor Glover has Scotch
Plains on the right track and moving
forward. As your next Council Mem-
ber, I pledge to support these initia-
tives to help make Scotch Plains an
even better place in which to live and
raise a family. As we campaign door
to door, Mayor Glover and I look
forward to talking to every resident of
Scotch Plains to obtain their input
and advice as to how we can make
even more improvements.

Luisa Bianco
Candidate for Reelection

Scotch PlainsCouncil

On November 8th we have a choice
between candidates who are in tune
with the residents and will bring their
concerns to the forefront or a team
concerned with pushing forth a bu-
reaucratic agenda. Don’t be fooled
by the buzzwords uttered by Jennifer
Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow.
“Community, value, and leadership”
are nothing more than a cover for an
agenda that ignores your concerns,
such as the overspending on the ath-
letic field, the doubling of our recy-
cling costs, and the firing of our DPW
Superintendent, Fred Corbitt. They
are regressive candidates and a vote
for them will destroy all we have
accomplished this past year.

Let me take you back just one year
ago when Ileen Cuccaro and I were
vying for your support in Garwood.
Many residents were furious with the
Council’s decision to fire our DPW
Superintendent and ship that position
out to Fanwood, our recycling costs
had doubled within a matter of months,
and former Council President Bill
Nierstedt was touting the benefits of
eminent domain and his vision for
overdevelopment in Garwood.

Since that time, I have had the

honor of serving you on council with
Jim Mathieu and Ileen Cuccaro and
we have brought forth your concerns
regarding spending, debt, and rede-
velopment. I made the case to remove
the salaries of Council members,
something we thought should be done
since the unceremonious firing of Fred
Corbitt last year. At first, Jim, Ileen,
and I met a wall of opposition, with
Mayor Lombardo breaking a tie to
keep the salaries, including his own.
Later, during the budget process,
unanimously, we as a Council were
able to do away with them. I also
introduced measures that would pre-
vent any future Council members from
having the ability to retain full time
health benefits only to be vetoed by
Mayor Lombardo. Finally, I’m proud
to be part of the GOP team that went
out to residents back in March and
have continued to seek their opinion
regarding the redevelopment of the
Casale/Petro properties on South Ave.
We brought the issue up prior to the
unanimous planning board vote to
approve it, we have continued to raise
questions about the size of the project,
and we have been able to put this
project under the intense scrutiny it
deserves. Since tabling the redevel-
opment ordinance in September, we
have had unanimous bipartisan sup-
port from our Council and I’m proud
to be a part of that process and a team
that cares about your concerns.

Vote for Republicans Jim Mathieu
and Tony Morales on November 8th
to make sure your concerns are ad-
dressed and that this redevelopment
is put under the scrutiny you expect
from your representatives. Please give
us the Republican majority we need
to give the people of Garwood a voice
in their government.

Councilman Joe Sarno
Garwood

Garwood residents have high ex-
pectations for leadership when they
cast their vote for a councilperson.
They expect leadership that does more
than speak only to the topics listed in
the Council meeting agenda. They
expect leadership that does more than
just answer the phone when it rings.
They expect leadership that doesn’t
simply have a vision of the future, but
a concrete set of sensible and realistic
ideas to accomplish that vision. This
is why we value every vote we re-
ceive as a call to action, not a call to
reaction.

We will work to institute town hall
meetings to help bring an added trans-
parency to the budget-setting process
that would enable residents to share
concerns or questions they have on the
budget before it has a chance to be
locked in for the year. These “Break-
ing Down the Budget” forums will
provide residents with a comprehen-
sive walk-through of the budget’s struc-
ture and the potential spending and
saving opportunities on the table. They
will also give the residents a chance to
voice their views on budget priorities
and give their opinions as to what line
items they think should be cut or better
funded. These forums will be a major
step towards creating a budget that not
only ensures efficient use of tax dol-
lars, but reflects the value and priori-
ties of the residents.

We will also work to encourage a
five-year capital budget plan from the
various departments. In particular, the

Department of Public Works’ equip-
ment is notoriously worn-out. Cur-
rently, our DPW is using garbage
trucks, which are often in the shop
more than on the road. Valuable tax-
payer dollars are sunk into expensive
repairs on a near-weekly basis so these
trucks can live another day. Good
money is being thrown at bad. These
trucks have very predictable lifespans,
so there is no reason that the Council
should act surprised when it comes
time to fund a replacement. A capital
item plan should be able to schedule
the future cycling out of old equip-
ment and specifically earmark money
for their inevitable replacement.

In addition, we will work to insti-
tute a beautification committee com-
prised of both Council members and
residents. The committee would serve
to organize low-cost volunteer events
to help spruce up areas of town, such
as the Center Street underpass, that
require some TLC. It would also look
to tap into the spirit, heart and creativ-
ity of our community through events
like a town-wide art competition.

Tangible results don’t happen with-
out tangible actions. We will bring
these, and other fresh ideas, to bear
by working together with all of our
fellow elected officials and keeping
politics out of Borough Hall. This is
what Garwood expects and deserves
from its leadership.

Jennifer Blumenstock
Marc Lazarow

Garwood Council Candidates

Intern Endorses Lance
I’m writing to voice my full sup-

port to vote for Leonard Lance on
November 8th. I was an intern in his
Washington, DC office for a semester
and was honestly pleasantly surprised
at what I witnessed. After college
classes that taught me about political
gridlock, political news show and a
few too many episodes of House of
Cards, I must admit I came to Capitol
Hill with very low expectations. What
I observed day to day was Congress-
man Lance going above and beyond
to meet essentially every constituent
that walked in the door, even when he
had to run to committee hearings to
keep his record of over 3,000 con-
secutive floor votes going.

Some friends of mine that were
also on the Hill at that time said they
had only met the Congressperson they
interned for on just a few occasions.
Congressman Lance made it a point
to ask myself and other interns about
all the constituent calls coming in,
and about our viewpoints on current
events every day he was in the office.
I truly felt like part of the team and
know I learned more in that office
than I ever did in any Political Sci-
ence classroom.

I wholeheartedly encourage all of
my friends and neighbors to help re-
elect a good man to Congress.

Haley LaTourette
Mountainside

Fanwood Library Board Responds to
Questions on Expansion Plan

A recent letter by Robert Laumbach
to you raises several important con-
siderations for our community of
Fanwood and Scotch Plains. We, the
Fanwood library board of trustees,
appreciate his interest and the oppor-
tunity to respond to the key themes in
the letter.

Should Fanwood and Scotch Plains
libraries join together in the same
building?

The idea for a joint library was
first proposed in 2006. The Fanwood
library board of trustees continued
their support for this idea through
2010 when it became clear that there
was not sufficient support from ei-
ther community to pursue it further.

Why doesn’t Fanwood close its
library or function only as a comple-
ment to the Scotch Plains facility?

Each town is lawfully obligated to
support its own library and services
and as noted above there is currently
no plan for a joint operation. At
present, the two libraries do have an
effective and mutually beneficial
shared services agreement that in-
cludes the catalogue, databases, and
the Museum Pass program.

Is a larger building really needed?
At this junction, expansion of space

is both the next logical and strategic
step to address the increased demands
in adult and children programs and
requests for community gatherings.
In addition, there is a continuous
need for technology services that only
a library can offer in the borough. It
is clear that these demands exist to-
day, and will continue into the future,
based on community feedback while
exploring the expansion analysis over
the last three plus years. We have

now reached a crossroads whereby
our current physical footprint cannot
effectively meet those demands. If
Fanwood fails to add the space, a
significant portion of the growing
population would be underserved,
especially teens and young adults.

How much will the project actu-
ally cost?

Core upgrades (in technology,
HVAC, electricity, windows), repairs
(to the leaky roof, holes in the siding,
porous foundation), and the addi-
tions of legally required ADA-com-
pliant spaces (elevator, bathrooms,
hallway) will consume about half of
the project’s estimated $3-million
budget.

The balance addresses priorities
stated in surveys and citizen feed-
back: expanded ground-level
children’s department, program space
that would be available independent
of library hours, a dedicated teen
area, increased computer labs, and
separate quiet zones. As the result of
a more energy efficient building, and
the borough continuing to provide
the same level of state-mandated
funding, it is anticipated that operat-
ing costs will remain flat. When com-
pleted, such a 21st-century library
will deliver substantial return on in-
vestment because it reflects the val-
ues, needs, and expectations of our
town.

Richard Szeto
Acting President, Fanwood Memorial

Library Board of Trustees

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos

We Need Strong Leaders In Washington
To Stand Up and Demand Action

Too often this country sees trou-
bling headlines about the care of our
nation’s veterans. We need strong
leaders in Washington to stand up
and demand action. One of those
leaders is Congressman Leonard
Lance. He has been a great friend to
the veterans and the kind of law-
maker we can count on to fight for
our issues. Issues like jobs programs
and more money for our families and
benefits.

Lance voted to overhaul the Veter-
ans Administration and allow veter-

ans access to private health care. And
he voted for cost-of-living increases,
benefits for our Gold Star families
and his office has helped hundreds of
veterans receive the benefits to which
they are entitled.

Our veterans fought for us and
Leonard Lance now fights for our
veterans. I am voting to send him
back to Washington to continue the
FIGHT for Veterans and Americans!!!

Jay Boxwell Jr.
Commander Cranford Post 335

NJ State VFW POW/MIA Chairman
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PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for sign up information) 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 
EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9:00 pm   

Friday & Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sundays Hours 1:00 - 5:00 pm  
Closed 11/11 for Veterans Day  

Closing at 5:00 pm on 11/23 and 11/24 for Thanksgiving 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for sign up information) 

11/1 11:00 am Medicare Questions and Answers 

11/4  1:30 pm TGIF! F. Scott Fitzgerald (video) 

11/5 10:00 am Computer Class: Photo Editing/GIMP(adv) 

11/5  1:00 pm Introduction to Computers (not hands-on) 

11/9 10:00 am Computer Class: Microsoft Word Basic 

11/9  1:00 pm DeMystifying Accounting Part II 

11/12  2:00 pm The Beatles Next: The Solo Years 

11/14 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Dough  English 94 minutes 

11/16  2:00 pm Computer Class: Prezi (advanced) 

11/18  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: Bottle Shock 

11/1  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (grades 1-5) 

11/3, 10, 17 10:30 am Zumba Fun 2-5 yrs w/caretaker/parent 

11/4 10:00 am All about Thanksgiving—3+years 
Stories and Crafts  

11/4  3:45 pm Chess Club for Kids-No age limit, but 
players must know how to move pieces  

11/15, 22, 29 10:30 am It’s Movie Time-Animated Versions of 
Picture Books   All ages  

Cranford High School
To Stage Noises Off

POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Junior Musical Club to
Hold Auditions November 20

The Accountant
Adds Up Smartly

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

“Why would I want to see Ben
Affleck do taxes?”

Thus inquired a friend’s wife when
he asked if she’d like to see The
Accountant, director Gavin
O’Connor’s action-packed crime
drama starring Mr. Affleck in the title
role. To which I reply, “exactly.” The
snazzy, left-handed glorification of
the iconically dull profession, often
seen as a refuge for the creatively
challenged, is here entertainingly
perched on its ear and pumped for all
of its anomalous surprise, shock and
glee.

This is an often captivating, physi-
cal and mental road trip through some
rather intricate loopholes that’ll have
you wondering if Humpty can ever be
put together at the end, so frayed
seem its plot strings. Temporarily as-
suaging that concern while slyly plant-
ing clues that’ll have you saying “aha”
when you think back to them later,
Bill Dubuque’s snazzy script makes
engaging stops at a few social issues
it confidently intersperses with some
good old derring-do. It also manages
to thread a pleasantly incongruous
romantic possibility through the
mounting complications.

But what really heightens the expe-
rience is a bit of tacit audience par-
ticipation courtesy of your own moral
compass. There’s an invisible elephant
on screen continually reminding us
that crime cannot pay, and so we find
ourselves wavering between outright
condemnation and being at barely
defensible, charitable odds with the
lead role. After all, not only is he a
book cooker extraordinaire, but, as is
viciously proven, an expert in all the
violent arts of persuasion.

Gosh, we like him…we think. But
how could we? All of which is an
astute reminder of how our chang-
ing mores are reflected in our enter-
tainment. We are in the age of the
Gray Area. No longer is it solely
between the good and bad, but more
often about the lesser of two evils.

While the hands of our Brave
New World’s protagonist are indeed
sullied enough to cause us conster-
nation, he’s usually been driven to
it by environmental forces beyond
his control. But the tie-breaker is
our perception of what lies within
the antihero’s soul. Unlike those
malevolent forces he’ll wind up tak-
ing on before the closing credits
roll, at least he’s not inherently evil.
Plus, he’s usually better looking,
too.

In a world increasingly motivated
by a propagandist spin that we hope
won’t eventually jolt the Earth off its
ethical axis, Ben Affleck’s Christian
Wolff, C.P.A., is euphemistically the
New Good. Via flashbacks smartly

interjected throughout the narrative,
we learn the pop psychology reason
why he is like he is. Act #1, Scene #1,
a special institution built amidst the
bucolic surroundings that echo the
good intentions within its walls. A
worried mother and father listen to
what a kindly, doubtlessly altruistic
therapist has to say about their autis-
tic son.

But Dad is in denial, and there the
fateful die is cast. Nope, says the
Army colonel…there’s nothing wrong
with my son that a childhood full of
boot camp can’t cure. Fast forward
and we get a gander at what this
combination of DNA and upbringing
might produce. Suffice it to note,
Christian has created quite an intrigu-
ing lifestyle for himself. In a scene
that helps set the stage for the odd
synergy of brain power and cataclys-
mic tumult to follow, his mild man-
nered accountant kindly shows a Ma
and Pa Kent-type couple how to save
their farm from the IRS.

But hey, in that flashback, wasn’t
that him shooting it up and palling
around with the nefarious sorts whose
pictures hang on the post office bulle-
tin board? Hmm? Slowly, methodi-
cally and quite fascinatingly, the on-
ion is peeled. Aided by the findings of
a Treasury Dept. investigation that
serves as the film’s parallel-running
co-plot, it occurs that our mysterious
reckoner of the books lives a dual life.
You decide: Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
or Superman and Clark Kent? We get
the vicarious metaphor. You, too,
might have an inner superhero… or is
it super-antihero?

Push comes to shove in what be-
comes the crucible of the story when
Lamar Black (John Lithgow), a ro-
botics magnate, hires our human cal-
culator to sort out a discrepancy un-
covered by accounting underling
Dana Cummings, nicely realized by
Anna Kendrick. This suggests all
manner of sinister motives heretofore
hidden within the cryptic entries of
the company’s ledger sheets.

Although wild bursts of action fea-
turing mind-blowing, over-the-top
weaponry ensue, we are also treated
to a more than equally engaging, ce-
rebral intensity. It’s a real hoot when
Affleck’s C.P.A., in a splendiferous,
whirling display of spatial choreog-
raphy, crunches numbers on the glass
walls of the robot firm’s office. While
“The Accountant’s” circuitous route
is certain to tax your brain, bottom
line it provides a generous refund in
sheer entertainment value.

***
The Accountant, rated R, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by
Gavin O’Connor and stars Ben
Affleck, Anna Kendrick and J.K.
Simmons. Running time: 128 min-
utes.

PUTTING ON...The cast and stage managers of the Cranford High School Fall
Production of Noises Off stopped rehearsal for a photo. The comedy will be stage
the weekend of November 18 and 19.

GETTING AROUND...Drum Line Leader Javier Lara, a senior at Westfield High
School, is strapped into a six-foot aluminum wheel and rolled over and over by his
fellow musicians as the highlight of this year’s band performance. To the amaze-
ment of the audience, Javier continues to drum all the time he is being rolled,
effectively putting the roll into Bach and Roll, the theme of the 2016 show. The
band performed at the University of Delaware this past weekend, their first ever
entry into a Bands of America competition and Band Director Christopher Vitale
said it represented a “memorable performance on a national stage”. Javier Lara
and the Westfield High School Marching Band can next be seen in action on
Saturday at Rutgers University competing in the state championships. They will
also perform at the Westfield football game away at Scotch Plains on Saturday,
November 5.

Fanwood Memorial Library
Announces Sunday Series

AREA – The Junior Musical Club,
a club consisting of 8th grade and
high school students from Westfield
and nearby towns, welcomes appli-
cations from teen-aged instrumental-
ists and vocalists who have a personal
commitment to performing music of
any and all genres. Please contact
Samantha Sprechman, our Vice Presi-
dent of Auditions, by emailing
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com for
detailed information and an applica-
tion form.

The club meets once each month
on a Sunday evening at the homes of
various club members. Each meet-
ing consists of discussions about fu-
ture concerts or events, and club
members perform some of their cur-
rent repertoire for one another. The
club holds two concerts each year at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
open to the public free of charge. On
March 29, 2017,  at 7:30 p.m., The
Ensemble Concert presents all club
members in duets and group perfor-
mances; on June 1, 2017, at 7 p.m.,
the high school junior and senior
members will perform solo pieces in
the Upper Class  Recital. Club mem-
bers also perform at senior citizen
centers and play chamber music,
solos and duets during the Tour of
Notable Homes for the New Jersey
Festival Orchestra, Saturday, May
13, 2017.

Teen-aged instrumental and vocal
musicians, from Eighth Grade through
High School, may audition to join the
club on Sunday, November 20, be-
tween 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.; the exact
time of the audition will be set after
the candidate submits an application
via email to

juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.  The
venue will be the home of Beverly
Shea, Senior Advisor to the Club,
2121 Princeton Avenue in Scotch
Plains.  The candidate must perform
two pieces in contrasting styles. Total
playing time should be five to eight
minutes in length.  Auditioners are
encouraged to perform some portion
of a piece from memory.  If a musi-
cian needs an accompanist, the appli-
cant is expected to provide one.  To
obtain an audition form and/or to
request the name of a possible ac-
companist, the musician may email
Samantha Sprechman at
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

The Leader/Times Website
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CRANFORD – Friday and Satur-
day, November 18 and 19 at 7:30
p.m. the Cranford High School Per-
forming Arts Department invites the
public to come enjoy a good hearty
laugh with the funniest farce ever
written. Noises Off by Michael Frayn,
is a roller coaster, side-splitting look
at theatre - inside and out - as a
hapless troupe of actors attempt to
mount the dreadful comedy Nothing
On. Door slamming, missed cues,
and romantic intrigue will have you
roaring with laughter as the casts’
collective sanity slowly unravels. Yet,
the show must go on; despite the
catastrophe being played out on stage
and the vicious antics among the ac-
tors backstage. All-the-while, an ill-
fated plate of sardines mysteriously

appears and disappears.
Cast in the CHS Fall production

are: Niamh O’Donovan as Dotty,
Andrew Gordon as Lloyd, Brenden
Scalea as Garry, Lili Rebelo as
Brooke, Maggie Manhardt as Belinda,
Noah Wohlsen as Frederick, Haley
Baranowski as Poppy, Kelly
McMahon as Kim and Charlie
Bernstein as Selsdon. Student stage
managers are: Samantha Dalli,
Mikayla Herz and Garrett Kennedy.
The production is under the direction
of Michelle Massa.

Tickets are $10 and available at
chs.booktix.com or at the door. Stu-
dent rush tickets will be available at
the door for $5. For ticket questions
contact Ginger Burd at
burdvirg@cranfordschools.org.

Paul Czajak to Visit
The Town Book Store
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store will be hosting a Meet the
Author event and story time with
Paul Czajak author of the timely
children’s book, Monster Needs
Your Vote on Saturday, October 29
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Election sea-
son is here and Monster is ready to
vote, but why cast your ballot when
you can run for president instead?
With speeches, debates, and a soap-
box or two, Monster’s newest tale is
a campaign encouraging kids to take
a stand and fight for what they be-
lieve in.

Mr. Czajak lives in New Jersey
with his wife and two little mon-
sters.

The Town Book Store located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets).

FANWOOD – On Sunday, Novem-
ber 6 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present an afternoon of music with
Stillhouse Serenade. This concert is a
part of the library's on-going popular
First Sunday Series of programs. The
band is collective of passionate and
eclectic champions of bluegrass, old
time, honky-tonk, traditional, origi-
nals, R&B, early blues and country
music, which they play with authority
and joy. The band features the im-
pressive guitar work and compelling
vocals and duets of Dan Weiss (who
also happens to be the Director of the
Fanwood Memorial Library when he’s
not onstage) and Mary Olive Smith,
along with Brooklyn native Trip
Henderson’s incredible harmonica
artistry. Not-to-be missed on accor-
dion and piano is the amazing Charlie
Giordano (whose day job is with a
little up-and-coming Jersey act called
the E Street Band) and rounding out
the group is Peter Bitenc who holds
down the bottom on the big bass.

Mr. Weiss has been playing the gui-
tar and singing for over 50 years and
was a founding member of the ground-
breaking contemporary bluegrass
band, Tony Trischka and Skyline. Ms.
Smith brings to the mix an infectious
energy and her sweet singing along
with her North Carolina roots. When
not playing music you’ll find Ms. Smith
producing award-winning documen-
taries for Al Gore’s Climate Reality
Project, The Whitney Museum of
American Art, the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and more.

Mr. Henderson is one of New York’s
premiere harmonica players who per-

forms American folk and vernacular
music in all its many forms. Blues,
Appalachian fiddle tunes, old-time
country, bluegrass, honky-tonk, and
Louisiana Cajun and Zydeco. He has
performed and recorded with the likes
of Otis Rush, Bruce Springsteen,
Sonny Burgess, John Sebastian, The
Sun Records Rhythm Section (the
band of the King himself), and Bo
Diddley, and shared the stage and
recording studio with blues legends
BB King, Homesick James, Honey
Boy Edwards, Pinetop Perkins, and
John Hammond, as well as stellar
bluegrass and folk artists like Hazel
Dickens, Tom Paxton and the late
great John Herald, and on soundtracks
for both film and television.

Although Mr. Giordano is prima-
rily known as the newest member of
Bruce Springsteen’s E Street Band as
keyboardist and organist, he also re-
corded with the Springsteen's Ses-
sions Band on the 2006 album We
Shall Overcome: The Seeger Ses-
sions playing both keys and accor-
dion. He has also played live with
such acts as Hall & Oates and Joe
Cocker in the 1980’s. He was also a
member of Pat Benatar’s regular back-
ing band, playing on five of her al-
bums. Mr. Giordano worked with her
in “The Banshees of Blue,” the band
accompanying David Johansen’s
“Buster Poindexter” alter ego. Mr.
Bitenc has been playing bass for years
around the NYC area with many top
acoustic and bluegrass bands.

With something for all ages to en-
joy together this program of fun, soul-
ful and virtuosic traditional music
promises to be an exciting afternoon
of music at the library.  This free
program is sponsored by the Friends
of the Fanwood Memorial Library.
Please contact the library at (908)
322-6400 to register and for more
information.

Westfield Family to be
Featured on NBC Show

WESTFIELD – Less than a year
ago, Westfield father Darren
Lederman lost his fight to leukemia.
In the spirit of paying it forward, local
design/build company Michael Rob-
ert Construction has teamed with
George to the Rescue to give the
Lederman family a fresh start, start-
ing surprise renovations to their home
during this October. The NBC show,
scheduled to air in early spring 2017,
will feature the Westfield family, the
construction and design process, and
the big reveal when the family sees
the renovations for the first time.

www.goleader.com

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Sandy Sasso and Her
Little Big Band Set for
Watchung Arts Center

WATCHUNG – At the age of 12,
Sandy Sasso heard Dave Brubeck’s
“Take Five”. “For me that was ‘the’
moment. I found the music so intrigu-
ing. It was like nothing I had ever
heard. Don’t get me wrong, I was just
a kid and I loved my rock and roll, but
I managed to listen to jazz whenever
it was around”.

Vocalist Sandy Sasso brings her
“Little Big Band” to the Watchung
Arts Center on Saturday, November
12 at 8 p.m. as part of the Center’s
“JaZZ in the Gallery” series. Appear-
ing with Ms. Sasso will be band mem-
bers Ted Brancato on piano; bassist
Mike Carino; drummer Dennis
Nardone; Dennis Truncillito and
Frank Grasso on trumpet; trombon-
ists Danny Hall and Carl Della Perutta;
Warren Fioretti, tenor saxophone;
Rich Kraus, alto saxophone; and
Lenny Klinker, baritone saxophone.
The evening will include a dessert
reception, affording an opportunity
to meet Ms. Sasso and the band.

Tickets are $18 in advance, $22
($20 WAC members, $10 students) at
the door. Tickets may be purchased
online at watchungartscenter.
eventbrite.com, or by mailing a check
to the Watchung Arts Center. Please
include an email address with your
ticket order.

The Watchung Arts Center, located
at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung on
the Watchung Circle.
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LITTLE MIRACLES...The Miracle Worker is being presented by Orange Avenue School in Cranford the last weekend in
Friday, October 28 and Saturday, October 29 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 30 at 2 p.m. in the middle school auditorium.
The production is based on the true story of Annie Sullivan, a teacher who brought language and compassion into the dark
and silent world of the young blind and deaf Helen Keller. Tickets are $8 at the door and are also available on-line at
oascnj.booktix.com.  Orange Avenue School is located at 901 Orange Avenue in Cranford.

Westfield Native to Perform With
Opera at Florham on November 6

791 Lamberts Mill Road, Westfield                  $749,000. 
Complemented by a superb sun lit porch, this inviting home, offers a mas-
ter bedroom suite, junior suite, living room with fireplace, formal dining 
room and family room with built-ins. There’s also three more bedrooms, 
a third full bath, hardwood floors, deck and recent updates. 

35 Crestwood Drive, Watchung              Price Upon Request 

only 24 miles from NYC. Superior craftsmanship, modern amenities, 20 
ft. soaring ceilings, hand-crafted wood beams, floor-to-ceiling 2-sided 
fireplace and gourmet eat-in-kitchen are just some of the highlights. 

99 Woodland Avenue, Fanwood                    $539,000. 
Natural sunlight, classic moldings, hardwood floors and archways fill this  
Ranch with a light-hearted spirit. The updated eat-in kitchen offers gran-
ite counters & stainless appliances. The fire lit living room, dining room, 
superb finished basement and deck create endless possibilities for all. 

834 Johnston Drive, Watchung                $2,000,000. 
Resort style living is yours in the architectural designed masterpiece with 
an open floor plan for endless sunlight & fabulous NYC views. Natural 
materials such as copper, cedar & marble highlight the interior while an in
-ground pool, patios & fountains enhance the exterior.  

15 York Lame, Edison                                        $609,000. 
Situated at the end of a lovely cul-de-sac, this distinguished brick Ranch 
offers unsurpassed one floor living. An easy flow is highlighted by 
French doors, hardwood floors, spacious rooms, two fireplaces, custom 
built-ins, eat-in kitchen and expansive yard with patio and in-ground pool. 

358 Orenda Circle, Westfield                    $775,000. 
Situated on a lovely property, this Colonial, features a heartwarming mix 
of comfort and elegance. Spacious rooms, numerous windows and recent 
updates craft a splendid interior. Updates are eat-in kitchen, master bath, 
central air & furnace, roof, refinished hardwood floors and basement. 

MADISON – Opera at Florham
presents its next Musicale on Sunday,
November 6 at 2 p.m. in Lenfell Hall,
the Mansion. The recital, “A Cornu-
copia of Opera and Song”, presents
professional vocalists from across the
United States and abroad. The artists
will perform a medley of Italian, Pol-
ish, and French opera and song en-
hanced with stories, history and facts
about the music.

The Musicale will take place at
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s Col-
lege at Florham, Madison, N.J. The
venue, Lenfell Hall located in
Hennessy Hall, was the drawing room
of the Twombly family when they
lived in the 100-room mansion.

Light refreshments will be served
at intermission with the chance to
mingle and meet the artists. Attend-
ees are encouraged to bring children
and grandchildren, who will be given
the opportunity to meet and take pic-
tures with the artists. Children are
always admitted free of charge and
must be accompanied by an adult.

The program features three young
singers who specialize in the music from
Italy, France, and Poland. Soprano, Mia
Pafumi, will present an array of Italian
arias from the great composers Puccini
and Donizetti. Tenor, Piotr Buszewski,
will present a unique collection of Polish
songs, complimented by a solo piano
performance of a Chopin Prelude by
pianist, Mary Pinto. Bass-baritone, André
Courville, will round out the program
with the famous arias “Ah! lève-toi,
soleil!” and “Vous, qui faites l’endormie”
from French composer Gounod and a
selection of French art songs.

Mia Pafumi, a soprano originally
from Westfield, is a Studio Artist with
Knoxville Opera. Ms. Pafumi made
her professional debut with Opera
Orchestra of New York in 2013 and
has performed regularly with the re-
nowned group ever since. Her recent

awards include prizes from Opera at
Florham’s own Violetta DuPont In-
ternational Vocal Competition as well
as the Gerda Lissner Foundation In-
ternational Vocal Competition, the
Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation
International Vocal Competition, and
the Giulio Gari Foundation Interna-
tional Vocal Competition.

Polish tenor, Piotr Buszewski, is cur-
rently a resident artist at the Academy
of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia where this
season he will sing the role of Edgardo
in Lucia di Lammermoor. His interna-
tional career includes performances in
his native Poland, Italy, and now the
United States. Busewzski’s most recent
engagements include Rinuccio in
Gianni Schicchi at the Trentino Music
Festival, Tinca in Il Tabarro, and
Flaminio in L’amore dei tre re at the
Academy of Vocal Arts. His dramatic
voice has garnered many awards, and
he has performed in masterclasses with
the great Opera singers Renata Scotto,
Deborah Voigt, Tito Capobianco, and
Christopher Macatsoris.

André Courville, praised by Opera
News for his “splendid, lush bass-
baritone”, is quickly establishing him-
self as one of America’s foremost
young singers. He has garnered atten-
tion for his recent role debut as
Méphistophélès in Faust at the Acad-
emy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia,
where he is a resident artist. Last
season brought him debuts at Carnegie
Hall in Opera Orchestra of New York’s
acclaimed production of Roberto
Devereux, with Caramoor Interna-
tional Music Festival as Monterone
in Rigoletto, and with the Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra as Masetto in
Don Giovanni. Courville recently won
1st prize at Opera at Florham’s 2016
Violetta DuPont Competition. A Loui-
siana native and French speaker,
Courville brings a distinctly personal
approach to French repertoire.

Accompanying the vocalists on pi-
ano is Mary Pinto. An acclaimed ac-
companist and vocal coach, Mary
Pinto has worked with international
opera singers and major American
opera companies for the past 25 years.
Credits include coaching Metropoli-
tan Opera star Deborah Voigt and
positions with Dallas Opera, Opera
San Antonio, and Omaha Opera
among others. Mary maintains a busy
private coaching studio in New Jer-
sey and New York City.

Funding has been made possible in
part by funds from the Morris Arts
Council through the New Jersey State
Council of the Arts/Department of
State, a Partner Agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.

Tickets are $30 for regular admis-
sion, $25 for seniors, and $5 for stu-
dents. Special rates are available for
Groups of 10 or more at $20 per
ticket. Tickets can be ordered by call-
ing (973) 443-8620 or on the website
www.operaatflorham.org. Checks can
be mailed to Opera at Florham, P. O.
Box 343, Convent Station. Tickets
can also be purchased at the door, the
day of the event.

The College at Florham of Fairleigh
Dickinson University is located at
285 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ
07940. For more information, visit
www.operaatflorham.org.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” for the cheer-
leaders, band and the football
team, respectively, preceded an
absolutely stirring and second-
to-none performance of “The
Star-Spangled Banner” delivered
by Mike Nigro, a senior on the
football and wrestling teams,
before the kickoff of the Cranford
High School Cougars and the Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders
game at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 21. The 5-2
Cougars were inspired both of-
fensively and defensively to

emerge with a 49-7 victory.
Any reservations that the

coaches may have had at the
start of the season about the
effectiveness of the offensive and
defensive lines appear to have
been smoothing out rapidly as
the season has progressed, es-
pecially with the 37-7 thrashing
of previously undefeated Sum-
mit on October 14.

“Everything that the coach said
was true but we just got to do
what we do. We just keep work-
ing hard and we will go really far.
This is what we got to do,” senior
lineman/co-captain Anthony

Ramirez said.
The impressive destruction of

Summit has really boosted the
morale and confidence of the
Cougars.

“Yes! We took all their power
points. If we keep working and
hopefully the team is not hurting,
we just got to be true,” Ramirez
said.

The improved blocking and
opening of wide holes have also
made it much easier for the other
three captains, quarterback Brian
Oblachinski and running backs
Ryan Bakie and Brian McGovern.
Oblachinski carried eight times
for 117 yards, including a 25-
yard touchdown (TD) run in the
first half and only needed to run
once more for 24 yards early in

QB OBLACHINSKI, RUNNING BACKS BAKIE, McGOVERN, FITZSIMMONS SCORE TOUCHDOWNS

Cougars Rout Highlanders on Grid ‘Senior Night’, 49-7
the third quarter before coming
to the sidelines when the Cou-
gars attained the Mercy Rule sta-
tus with a 42-7 lead. Oblachinski
also completed six of nine passes
for 140 yards and three TD passes
all in the first half. Oblachinski
also completed one of his passes
to himself, which was good for
eight yards.

“That was a pretty big kid on
the opposite line [Dan
Tomlinson]. Good kid! He jumped
up and it hit off his hand. Before
I knew it the ball was back in my
hand, so I tucked it away and
ran,” Oblachinski explained.

Bakie had three receptions for
91 yards in the first half, which
included a 26-yard reception and
a TD reception of 41 yards. Bakie
ran once in the third quarter and
made good on it with a 49-yard
TD zigzag.

McGovern carried seven times
for 53 yards, including a three-
yard smash, and added a 14-yard
TD reception on a screen pass.

The kicking game of Valentino
Ambrosio has been impressive all
season but especially against Gov-
ernor Livingston when he not only
successfully kicked all seven points
after but also blasted all seven
kickoffs into the end zone, pre-
venting any Highlander runback.

“I started freshman year and I
was working with the kicking
guru. He’s a great mentor for
me. He’s helped me with the way
I have been going and I am going
to keep going,” Ambrosio stated.

“Valentino Ambrosio! He’s my
bro,” commented Ramirez.

“I love the guys. I love the
team. It makes me feel like I’m
home even though I’m new here.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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They are real captains, true cap-
tains,” Ambrosio added.

The Cougars scored on their
first possession on a six-play, 90-
yard grind that ended with
McGovern’s three-yard TD blast
with 4:30 left of the first quarter.
Their next possession took eight
plays and covered 63 yards and
this time Oblachinski hit McGovern
on a screen pass good for 14
yards and a TD on the second play
of the second quarter.

“It was a nice screen pass. My
‘O’ line said they would take me
to the promise land. I just blocked
off the edge, caught the ball, I
said ‘go’ and we ran. There was
nothing but green because they
hit everyone in my way,”
McGovern said.

McGovern, with his punishing
running style and “special deliv-
ery” of crunching tackles on de-
fense as the strong safety, also
sends a scary message to oppo-
nents.

McGovern chuckled and said, “I
enjoy hitting. I guess I’m one of
the few that do and I like to put
people in the promise land.”

The Highlanders scored their
only touchdown less than a
minute after when Will Nicholson
galloped 67 yards to the 13 and
Turner Haddad followed with a
TD run to make the score 14-7.

On the ensuing kickoff, Josh Ca-
det gave the Cougars great field
position with a 57-yard return to
the GL 38. On the fifth play,
Oblachinski got great blocking from
his line and wiggled 25 yards for
the TD with 8:25 on the clock.
Cranford’s next TD came less than
five minutes later when Bakie out-
ran the defenders and Oblachinski
put the ball right into his hands for
a 41-yard TD reception. Cranford’s
next TD took only two plays. After
Oblachinski zigzagged for a 21-
yard gain to the GL 26, Bakie
grabbed a pass in the flats and
also zigzagged his way to the end
zone to make the score 35-7 with
1:18 left in the half.

“The first touchdown, coach
moved me to wideout. I got a
clean release on the corner. Obo
threw a good ball and it worked
out just as the coach drew it up,”
Bakie described. “The second one

was a simple nine-yard hitch.
Obo hit me in the chest. I turned.
I saw nothing but green until the
end zone.”

“Coach [Ryan] Huber taught
me how to zig and zag. When you
see somebody, you just got to
put your foot on the ground and
run the other way. Coach Huber’s

great at that. He taught me and
Bakie how to do that. Good re-
sults from that,” Oblachinski
stressed.

“He was quite the athlete back
in his day,” added Bakie with a
grin.

Just before the half, Bakie in-
tercepted a GL pass.

The Mercy Rule went into effect
53 seconds into the third quarter
when Cadet returned the ball to
the 33, McGovern smashed for-
ward 18 yards and Bakie rolled
right and weaved his way 49
yards for the score. McGovern
then added an interception to
quell GL’s first possession of the
quarter. With the ball at the
Cranford 44, the Cougars’ sec-
ond squad rumbled 56 yards on
seven running plays to pay dirt
when Connor Fitzsimmons
skipped in from the one.

Just before time ran out, Nigro
delivered another hit which
caused a fumble that Andrew
Joseph recovered.

With two more away games
remaining in the regular season
(Hillside on October 29 and Dela-
ware Valley on November 4),
positioning for the upcoming
playoffs has definitely been a
consideration.

“It’s one game at a time,” ex-
pressed all four captains simul-
taneously.
Gov. Livingston   0   7   0   0 7
Cranford   7 28 14   0 49
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WF Blue Devils Ambush Immaculata Spartans, 35-13, on Gridiron ‘Senior Day’

More pictures next page
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WF Blue Devils Ambush Immaculata Spartans, 35-13, on Gridiron ‘Senior Day’

See  pictures by Charles Mulrooney  next page
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Blue Devils Ambush Spartans, 35-13, on Grid ‘Sr. Day’ – photos by Charles Mulrooney

More pictures next page
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Blue Devils Ambush Spartans, 35-13, on Grid ‘Sr. Day’ – photos by Charles Mulrooney

see photos by Laura Ortiz next page
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WF Blue Devils Ambush Spartans, 35-13, on Grid ‘Sr. Day’ – photos by Laura Ortiz
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Raiders Advance to UCT Final; Halt Cougars, 4-0, in Semis – photos by Jim Occi
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WF Blue Devils’ Goal in Second Overtime Stings Lady Cougars in Soccer, 1-0

More pictures next page
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Cranford BOE: Birchwood to
Add $1.6 Mil. In School Costs

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Birchwood
Avenue development that will
bring 360 new apartments in the
township is expected to add $1.6
million in operating costs to the
Cranford public school system,
and that does not include costs
that would be associated with
children with special needs, Board
of Education President Kurt
Petschow, Jr. said Tuesday at the
public township committee meet-
ing. The influx of new school
children also will impinge on cur-
riculum and space, as well as the
long-term goals to have a com-
puter for every student and the
initiatives of personal learning.
“This past year we made space
for a pilot program for
kindergarten…we had to take out
the art room” at Bloomingdale
Avenue School, he said.

“We are limited of what we can
and can’t do…but we’re looking
at all of our options,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates, LLC had filed a builder’s
remedy lawsuit against the town-
ship and won, even after the
township appealed the decision
by the state Superior Court of
New Jersey. Diggers have al-
ready begun work on the proper-
ties on Birchwood Avenue. A con-
struction schedule was not yet
known, but the builder has vis-
ited the township’s building de-
partment, Mayor Kalnins told The
Westfield Leader.

Public safety also was a topic
that was discussed in the work-
shop session Monday and the
public meeting Tuesday. The
council has agreed to have the
police department recommend
intersections for placement of
pedestrian crossing stanchions

to aid in the safe crossing of
pedestrians. Most recently, a resi-
dent had requested a crossing
guard be placed on Springfield
Avenue and Doering Way where
parents and children cross to
walk to Brookside Place Elemen-
tary School. At one time a cross-
ing guard was stationed there.
Police Chief James Wozniak and
Lieutenant Edward Davenport
Monday had said the department
had studied the area and the
counts were not high enough to
warrant a crossing guard. They
said on average four children
and parents and 17 teenagers
were counted crossing the road
during school drop-off and pick-
up times, compared to 40 to 70
kids at West End and Springfield
Avenue where the crosswalk is to
the high school. There currently
is a crossing guard at West End.

The stanchions cost $350 each

and the committee is determin-
ing if they have a budget for 10 of
them. Tuesday night, Commis-
sioners Patrick Giblin and Tom
Hannen, Jr. announced they have
donated one stanchion to the
township. Mr. Giblin held up the
stanchion during his announce-
ment.

Mr. Giblin, when he came on
board as commissioner last year,
had inquired about additional
safety measures on Springfield
Avenue.

Mr. Giblin stated in the confer-
ence session Tuesday that the
finance director had said there
was funds left over in an emer-
gency management budget that
could be earmarked for the stan-
chions.

He said Monday that he also
was in favor of placing one on
Lexington Avenue by Unami Park.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
BE CAREFUL....Brian and Dennis Concha of think d’sign print with their
scarecrow creation in front of their shop at Sunday’s Annual Downtown
Cranford Halloween Scarecrows event.

Photo courtesy of  Matt Steitz
NEW WHEELS...Cranford’s new firetruck is a 2017 Pierce Velocity 100-foot
Rear Mount Tower Ladder Truck that pumps 2,000 gallons per minute with 300
gallons of on board water. The truck is dedicated to PJC Stephen Benish who was
killed in action on November 28, 2004 while serving in Iraq. He joined the Army
at age 18 and was stationed in Korea and then Iraq where he was shot and killed
by an Iraqi sniper, at the age of 19. Benish joined the CFD at age 14 as an Explorer
and at age 18 as a callman. He was from Clark. "He was a class act," Firefighter
Stephen Steitz told The Westfield Leader.

Changes to Unfinished Apts.
In Cranford Approved

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board on Wednesday voted 7-to-
1 to allow the Sommas to con-
tinue building an apartment and
retail complex adjacent to their
pizzeria on Centennial Avenue
after the zoning office placed a
stop work order on the job when
the zoning officer discovered the
changes in the architectural plans
substantially differed than what
was approved by the planning
board in 2013. Board member
Kathleen Murray was the sole
member to oppose the applica-
tion.

Applicants Anthony and Maria
Somma, owners of 206-208 Cen-
tennial Avenue, in the B-3 zone,
asked the board two weeks ago
to amend its approval from the
July 13, 2013 hearing. The build-
ing will house five apartments

and a retail space, with a covered
parking garage in the rear on the
ground level.

The changes to the plan in-
cluded having the brick façade
changed to vinyl siding, a series
of sliding glass doors on the north-
erly side of the building that abuts
a residential area, openings in
the garage area, more windows,
and a different roof line, among
others.

On Wednesday, the board heard
testimony by the Sommas’ ar-
chitect Aldo Carminio that was
untruthful and only corrected
upon the board’s and residents
persistent questioning.

Board member Mary O’Connor
asked if the building next door,
the pizzeria, has shutters as de-
picted. Mr. Carminio said yes.

Upon further questioning, Ms.
Somma said she had taken them

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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down, but  were going back up
after they were repainted.

Ms. Murray asked Mr. Carminio
if the vinyl siding is coming off to
depict what was in his rendering,
which was a brown colored façade
with bay windows in white trim.
What was constructed before the
stop work order is a beige vinyl
siding.

“Is all that material coming off?”
Ms. Murray asked.

“What is there is a test and all
of it is coming off,” Mr. Carminio
said.

He also said the siding was
going to be continuous along the
side, but later testified the rear
garage area will be stucco. He
then said the color rendering,
with the brown exterior, is what
will be constructed.

“What is there now in not any-
where near that color…it is eight
or nine shades lighter,” said
Township Committee liaison to
the board Mary O’Connor.

Upon further questioning by Mr.
Goodman, Mr. Carminio said the
beige vinyl siding is not coming
off.

Ms. Murray said in her final
comments that the testimony
presented was “opinion” instead
of “facts” and “troubled her
greatly.”

Another change in design were
sliding glass doors along the side
of the building next to residential
space.

“I don’t understand why the
sliding glass doors cannot be re-
placed with full length windows,”
Board Chairwoman Bobbi Ander-
son said. But the doors were
already installed and one board
member said that would be costly
to replace.

“Classic Bait and Switch,” said
resident Frank Kelly of Lincoln
Avenue, whose property also
abuts the development.

Mr. Kelly had concerns that the
doors could then equate to an
outdoor café area, which would
be next to his back yard. The

indoor retail space there is about
750 square feet.

Mr. Kelly reiterated his com-
ment from two weeks ago that
the applicant’s attorney “knows
the rules and regs in the town”
and should have guided his ap-
plicants to present the changes
to the planning board before con-
struction commenced. He was
among four residents present
who was against the proposed
building.

Ms. Anderson suggested to add
as a condition of approval to
replace the vinyl siding with hardy
plank. But only three board mem-
bers had said they agreed to
request, while two others noted
the cost involved for replace-
ment.

The board’s attorney, Nicholas
Giuditta III, asked the applicant’s
attorney, Gary Goodman, for his
opinion if the board had a legal
right to request the change. Mr.
Goodman said, “No, I don’t think
you have that right.”

The Sommas had already re-
ceived a building permit from the
building department, yet the re-
vised plans were never stamped
by the zoning officer.

“I’d like to understand how we
got here,” said board member
Dan Aschenbach, referring to how
the architectural changes were
granted building permits.

He also said he thought the
vinyl siding and changes to ar-
chitectural plan were an improve-
ment over the originally planned
building.

The entrance and exit to the
garage was originally approved
to have garage doors, but was
changed to have no doors. When
asked why that was changed,
Mr. Carminio said “the overhead
doors would be a nuisance” and
said there was potential for cars
exiting the adjacent parking lot

Also Tuesday, Lexington Av-
enue resident George Galvin said
that in the past 90 days he has
had two vehicles totaled, result-
ing in $24,000 in damage, due to
his vehicles, while parked, being
hit by vehicles driving down Lex-
ington Avenue. “There is little
control over there,” he said. He
requested “appropriate action”
be taken to alleviate the prob-
lems. The road is due to be re-
paved soon, Mayor Kalnins said.
The committee said it would look
into traffic-calming devices.

Brian Koshney was promoted
to the position of call lieutenant
within the Fire Department. He
has been a volunteer member of
the Cranford Fire Department
since 1995.

Fire Chief Daniel Czeh also an-
nounced the department has re-
ceived its new ladder truck and
has begun training on it. The
truck was dedicated to PJC
Stephen Benish. PJC Benish died
on November 28, 2004 while
serving in Iraq. He joined the
Army at age 18 and was sta-
tioned in Korea and then Iraq,
where he was shot and killed by
an Iraqi sniper, at the age of 19.
PJC Benish joined the Cranford
Fire Department at age 14 as an
Explorer and at age 18 as a
callman. He was from Clark. “He
was a class act,” Firefighter
Stephen Steitz told The Leader.

Two ordinances were intro-
duced Tuesday. The first ordi-
nance amended Chapter 28 of
the Fire Department and Chap-
ter A266 of the Fire Department
Rules and Regulations. The fire
department will now report to
the township administrator and
the fire chief, whereas previously
the department was under the
control of the commissioner ap-
pointed by the township com-
mittee. This amendment makes
it the same as all the other de-
partments, Mayor Kalnins told
The Leader.

An ordinance was amended to

state landlords shall supply heat
at a minimum of 68 degrees
during the periods of October 1
to May 1, whereas previously it
began November 1.

A new senior paratransit bus
was authorized to be purchased
at a low bid of $62,980.

7-Eleven has filed a lawsuit
against the township and the
mayor and township committee
because of the recent passage of
an amended ordinance that does
not permit 24-hour operations of
convenience stores or gas sta-
tions. The amendment disallows
operations for convenience stores
and gasoline stations between
the hours of midnight and 5 a.m.
that are located within 200 feet
of residential property. The town-
ship met in executive session to
discuss it.

The committee also asked resi-
dents to not drink alcohol while
trick-or-treating on Halloween.
Chairman of the Municipal Alli-
ance Bill Ilaria told the commit-
tee there were complaints last
year about this situation.

to back up into the doors.
“It doesn’t seem safer,” Ms.

Feder said.
Also, Mr. Taylor said the plan

presented does not specify as-
phalt shingles above the win-
dows, and asked that material be
changes to metal, because he
said asphalt “diminishes the value
of the building.”

The condition of approval in-
cluded the material used above
the windows be metal, a six-foot
fence along a portion of the side
yard and rear yard, 27 ever-
greens planted on the side and
rear yards and have irrigation
and a maintenance plan, that the
foundation that is about two feet
high be a brick veneer, that the
retaining walls be staggered at
the property lines, that the
neighbor’s properties that have
yard damage as a result of exca-
vation and construction be re-
paired and that the sliding doors
be made stationary permanently.

This is in addition to the new
changes the architect presented
to the board, after taking in the
board’s recommendations two
weeks ago. Those changes in-
cluded extending the roof line to
create a gabled roof on the north-
erly side of the building in the
front with a circular vent, adding
bays to the windows on the side,
closing the mesh covered open-
ings in the garage area that abuts
the residential zones with a stucco
finish, a fence and planting
Leyland Cypress trees.

BOE: Birchwood to Add $1.6 Mil. Changes to Unfinished Apts in Cranford Approved
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Story Time Yoga
Available For Kids

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will host “Story
Time Yoga” featuring Lisa Ferraro.
The program mixes poses,
games, storytelling, art and mu-
sic to teach children to release
the “sillies” and find the calm.

Children ages 2 to 5 will use
props — like balls, scarves, pin-
wheels and pom-poms — to build
strength, flexibility and self-con-
fidence through play. Sessions
will be held on Mondays, at 10:15
a.m., from October 31 through
December 19.

Registration is required and cur-
rently underway. Admission is
free and all Cranford residents
are welcome. For a list of other
upcoming programs, visit the li-
brary Web page at cranford.com.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-16  Thursday, October 27, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Jennifer
Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow
repeatedly derided incumbent
Republican Councilman Jim
Mathieu as a “bully” and “fear
mongerer” at their debate last
Thursday while largely ignoring
his running mate Tony Morales,
who countered that the Demo-
cratic council hopefuls contra-
dicted their own plea for civility.

“He has used his power to in-
timidate and bully others be-
cause he puts partisan politics
ahead of taxpayers,” Mr. Lazarow
said referring to Mr. Mathieu in
his opening statement at The
Pointe condominium complex.
“This has created an environ-
ment on council so toxic that this

has effectively made getting
things done nearly impossible.”

The four traded comments re-
garding several issues for ap-
proximately 90 minutes, most
notably about the proposed re-
development of the blighted
Casale-Petro industrial proper-
ties on South Avenue. The 19th-
century sites have been the sub-
ject of intense scrutiny by the
planning board and council for
more than two years.

At stake is the seat of Mr.
Mathieu, seeking a third three-
year term, as well as that of
fellow Republican Mike Martin,
who frequently has voted with
the Democrats but is not seeking
a second term.

After both Mr. Lazarow and Ms.
Blumenstock decried Mr.

Mathieu, he declared that he
wasn’t going react in kind, but
rather use the time to talk about
his six years on council. Mr. Mo-
rales, however, used his closing
statement to accuse the Demo-
crats of being hypocritical.

“They have a campaign based
on civility,” Mr. Morales said af-
ter referring to “attacks” on Mr.
Mathieu. “But it’s a little bit of
hypocrisy when you’re saying
there’s no civility but yet every
other day I’m getting things in
the mail that my running mate’s
a bully. I wish I didn’t have to
experience that here, but I guess
that’s part of the experience.”

The crowd for the annual gath-
ering was slightly less than the
previous two years, with many
people standing in the back of
the age-restricted condominium
complex’s relatively small com-
munity room, but not the seem-
ingly shoulder-to-shoulder expe-
rience of recent debates.

The event, in which each candi-
date had two minutes to ques-
tions proposed by moderator and
Pointe communications commit-
tee chairman Bill Connelly, be-
gan with Casale-Petro.

All four candidates acknowledged
that the maximum of 315 units for
the 5.3-acre parcel, the most con-
tentious portion of the redevelop-
ment plan approved by the plan-
ning board in April, was too many.

Ms. Blumenstock suggested ne-
gotiating for changes but “with-
out pitchforks” and said that “we
now have to re-educate” the resi-
dents because of misinformation
she blamed on Mr. Mathieu.

“Sometimes we have to listen
to the experts,” she said.

Mr. Mathieu countered that “a
battle of the experts” would likely
result in a stalemate. He added
that those in favor of the rede-

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
GOING TO THE CANDIDATES' DEBATE...The Pointe condominium com-
plex communications committee chairman Bill Connelly, center, introduces the
participants at last Thursday's Garwood Borough Council candidates' debate,
from left to right, Democrats Jennifer Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow, and
incumbent Republican Jim Mathieu and his running mate Tony Morales.

Financial Advisor Sought
For Casale/Petro Site

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council approved a resolution on
Tuesday night to seek bids for a
financial advisor related to the
Casale/Petro redevelopment pro-
posed on South Avenue. The
resolution was passed without
comments from the council.

Resident Pat DiFabio asked
Councilman Jim Mathieu if the
Casale/Petro property has been
sold. Mr. DiFabio also said he did
not want Acme to occupy the
site, citing concerns of traffic and
parking as seen at the ShopRite
on North Avenue.

Mr. DiFabio also questioned Mr.
Mathieu’s statement that pro-
posed a smaller project at the
Casale/Petro site. Mr. Mathieu
said he was unsure how much
smaller than the proposed 315
units that he had envisioned.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
questioned the retroactive na-
ture of a proposed resolution
from Councilman Joseph Sarno
in opposition to the state’s im-
pending 23-cent gas tax hike.

Council President Louis
Petruzelli expressed his support
for the proposal, commenting
that a hike of half the size would
win his approval. Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro said she was on
board with the proposal. Coun-
cilman Mathieu said he drives 86

miles per day, and that the added
costs to businesses will filter
through to everyone. Mr. Mathieu
pointed out that New Jersey pays
twice what New York pays for
road projects. He said that the
legislation does nothing about
the bloated costs.

Discussion of painting a blue
stripe between the pair of yellow
lines in the center of the roadway
on some borough roads was also
held. Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello said it would cost $750
to repaint the portion of the road-
way being repaved at the inter-
section of South Avenue and Cen-
ter Street. The cost would rise to
$5,100 to take it all the way
through the borough, he said.

Mr. Petruzelli also suggested
painting red, white and blue lines
with the red added to represent
the Garwood Fire Department
and the white representing Emer-
gency Medical Services. Mr.
Guarriello said if the line was
painted as part of the intersec-
tion rebuilding the cost could
likely be passed to the Union
County government, as the
project was coming in under bud-
get. No action was taken on this
matter.

A group of resolutions were
approved. Those included a pay-
ment of $74,160 to CMS Con-
struction for sidewalk replace-
ment; an agreement with the
Teamsters Union covering 2016
through 2019; a request for pro-
posals for professional services
for 2017 for a borough attorney,
a labor attorney, a tax appeals
attorney, contractual engineer-
ing, a municipal prosecutor, and
a municipal public defender; hir-
ing Timothy Hoffman as appraiser
for tax appeals for 2016 and
2017; and an access agreement
covering 114 Center Street for
access related to environmental
remediation. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Garwood Dems, GOP
Candidates Faceoff in Debate
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velopment plan had offered
“mood music” that if the pro-
posal was not approved the town
would be “sued by the devel-
oper” with Garwood having to
“negotiate with guns to our
heads.”

Also bantered back and forth
were issues concerning taxes,
traffic related to Casale, prop-
erty re-evaluations and shared-
service agreements.

Mr. Lazarow declared that the
shared-service deal with Fanwood
regarding the department of pub-
lic works – which resulted in the
dismissal of long-time supervisor
Fred Corbitt in the summer of
2015 amid much rancor on coun-
cil – “clearly did work.”

Mr. Mathieu, he said, was clearly
adamant against the agreement
but didn’t attempt to undo it
when Republicans nominally took
control of council in January.

Mr. Mathieu said that both
Democrats members of council
and Republican Mike Martin pub-
licly declared that such a consid-
eration was “off the table.”

“Democrats will compromise,”
he said. “But only when they
lose.”

Trinity Bake Sale Sunday
To Benefit El Salvador

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will have a
bake sale fundraiser this Sun-
day, October 30, at 11 a.m.,
benefiting Foundation Cristosal.
Foundation Cristosal is an inde-
pendent, faith-based, nonprofit
organization that partners with
the people of El Salvador in their
struggle for peace, justice and
reconciliation.

“At Trinity we take Jesus’ words,
‘whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for me,’ to heart,
whether it’s here or across the
world,” said Mother Stephanie
Shockley of the Trinity Episcopal
Church.

El Salvador suffered a brutal
12-year civil war that killed more
than 75,000 people, followed by
a series of natural disasters which
destroyed much of the country’s
infrastructure and housing.

“Today some two million Sal-
vadorans live in substandard

housing. We invite everyone to
come and support this important
effort,” Mother Stephanie con-
tinued.

Foundation Cristosal was
founded in 2001 by the Anglican
Bishop of El Salvador and the
former dean of St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Cathedral in Syracuse, N.Y.,
to bring together Salvadorans
and North Americans to work
toward creating positive social
change in El Salvador. For more
than 10 years, Foundation
Cristosal has developed partner-
ships with people and parish com-
munities of the Episcopal Church
in the United States and the An-
glican Church of Canada. The
result is a network of passionate
and committed people across
North America who work with
Foundation Cristosal to support
the people of El Salvador.

For more information about
Foundation Cristosal, visit
cristosal.org/.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
DON’T BE SCARED....The Coon family admiries a scarecrow at Sunday’s
Annual Downtown Cranford Halloween Scarecrows event.

Rosary Society Posts
Date For Meeting

CRANFORD — The Rosary Soci-
ety of St. Michael Church in
Cranford will meet on Monday,
November 7, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Parish Center, located at 40 Alden
Street, Cranford.

Beverly A. Friend, from the New
Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties, will be the guest speaker.
She will give a presentation on
“Lenape Culture: An Introduc-
tion to American Indian Life in
New Jersey.” Members and
guests are invited. For more in-
formation, call the Parish Center
at (908) 276-0360.

Garwood Dems,
GOP Faceoff

Great Pumpkin Carve Out
Rescheduled For Saturday

CRANFORD — The Great Pump-
kin Carve Out at Hanson Park in
Cranford, originally scheduled for
October 22, has been postponed
until this Saturday, October 29.

The pumpkin-carving contest
is open to all ages, with awards
to be given for funniest, scariest
and most original, in age groups
4 to 8, 9 to 12, 13 to 17 and 18
to adult. Carved pumpkins may
be dropped off between 10 a.m.
and 3 p.m. at Hanson Park, 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, on
Saturday along with a completed
registration form.

Visitors will have an opportu-
nity to stroll along the lighted
pathway through the garden of
Hanson Park to see the carved

pumpkins on display, each on its
own pedestal, from 6 to 9 p.m.
that evening.

They also are invited to bring
blankets for a big-screen out-
door showing of the 1958 camp
classic The Blob, starring Steve
McQueen. The movie, stroll and
contest are all free. Hot cider will
be available.

Registration forms are available
online at jcas.org or from the
Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, before
the event. Pumpkins can be picked
up after the event. This is a Jersey
Central Art Studios (JCAS) event,
along with cosponsors the
Cranford Jaycees and the Friends
of the Cranford Library.

BIRTHDAY BOY...Each month at the Garwood Public Library, any child with
a birthday in the current month can enter a drawing to win a book of their choice
as a birthday gift from the library. The winner for September was Chase
Trentacosta.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-18  Thursday, October 27, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

On Nov. 8, Continue Progress in
Garwood with Mathieu and Morales
On November 8th we have a

choice between candidates who
are in tune with the residents and
will bring their concerns to the
forefront or a team concerned
with pushing forth a bureaucratic
agenda. Don’t be fooled by the
buzzwords uttered by Jennifer
Blumenstock and Marc Lazarow.
“Community, value, and leader-
ship” are nothing more than a
cover for an agenda that ignores
your concerns, such as the over-
spending on the athletic field, the
doubling of our recycling costs,
and the firing of our DPW Super-
intendent, Fred Corbitt. They are
regressive candidates and a vote
for them will destroy all we have
accomplished this past year.

Let me take you back just one
year ago when Ileen Cuccaro and
I were vying for your support in
Garwood. Many residents were
furious with the Council’s deci-
sion to fire our DPW Superinten-
dent and ship that position out to
Fanwood, our recycling costs had
doubled within a matter of
months, and former Council Presi-
dent Bill Nierstedt was touting
the benefits of eminent domain
and his vision for overdevelop-
ment in Garwood.

Since that time, I have had the

honor of serving you on council
with Jim Mathieu and Ileen
Cuccaro and we have brought
forth your concerns regarding
spending, debt, and redevelop-
ment. I made the case to remove
the salaries of Council members,
something we thought should be
done since the unceremonious
firing of Fred Corbitt last year. At
first, Jim, Ileen, and I met a wall
of opposition, with Mayor
Lombardo breaking a tie to keep
the salaries, including his own.
Later, during the budget pro-
cess, unanimously, we as a Coun-
cil were able to do away with
them. I also introduced mea-
sures that would prevent any
future Council members from
having the ability to retain full
time health benefits only to be
vetoed by Mayor Lombardo. Fi-
nally, I’m proud to be part of the
GOP team that went out to resi-
dents back in March and have
continued to seek their opinion
regarding the redevelopment of
the Casale/Petro properties on
South Ave. We brought the issue
up prior to the unanimous plan-
ning board vote to approve it, we
have continued to raise ques-
tions about the size of the project,
and we have been able to put this
project under the intense scru-
tiny it deserves. Since tabling
the redevelopment ordinance in
September, we have had unani-
mous bipartisan support from our
Council and I’m proud to be a
part of that process and a team
that cares about your concerns.

Vote for Republicans Jim
Mathieu and Tony Morales on
November 8th to make sure your
concerns are addressed and that
this redevelopment is put under
the scrutiny you expect from your
representatives. Please give us
the Republican majority we need
to give the people of Garwood a
voice in their government.

Councilman Joe Sarno
Garwood

Blumenstock and Lazarow Seek Your
Vote for Garwood Council

Garwood residents have high
expectations for leadership when
they cast their vote for a
councilperson. They expect lead-
ership that does more than speak
only to the topics listed in the
Council meeting agenda. They
expect leadership that does more
than just answer the phone when
it rings. They expect leadership
that doesn’t simply have a vision
of the future, but a concrete set
of sensible and realistic ideas to
accomplish that vision. This is
why we value every vote we re-
ceive as a call to action, not a call
to reaction.

We will work to institute town
hall meetings to help bring an
added transparency to the bud-
get-setting process that would
enable residents to share con-
cerns or questions they have on
the budget before it has a chance
to be locked in for the year.
These “Breaking Down the Bud-

get” forums will provide resi-
dents with a comprehensive walk-
through of the budget’s struc-
ture and the potential spending
and saving opportunities on the
table. They will also give the
residents a chance to voice their
views on budget priorities and
give their opinions as to what line
items they think should be cut or
better funded. These forums will
be a major step towards creating
a budget that not only ensures
efficient use of tax dollars, but
reflects the value and priorities
of the residents.

We will also work to encourage
a five-year capital budget plan
from the various departments.
In particular, the Department of
Public Works’ equipment is noto-
riously worn-out. Currently, our
DPW is using garbage trucks,
which are often in the shop more
than on the road. Valuable tax-

It’s the Duty of Garwood Council To
Set Examples For Our Town

Where has the integrity of town
politics gone? Have we chosen to
take the route of being an assail-
ant against our fellow town coun-
cil members as the only way to
have our voices heard? This is
not the political community I’ve
come to know, grow with and be
a participant of for the last 30
years. Garwood – it needs to
stop here.

We, Republicans pride our-
selves on encouraging and sup-
porting the newer, younger mem-
bers of our council. Rather than
publicly attack; regardless of your
political affiliation, we should be
sharing thoughts and ideas, ex-
periences, and lessons learned.

This is what fosters a trusting,
strong community – and that’s
what Garwood has always been.
Many of our children were raised
in Garwood and have chosen to
stay here to raise their children –
there’s a love for this town unlike
any I’ve seen before. I want to
see the heart of this town beat in
the rhythms we’ve all come to
know and expect.

It’s the duty of our Council to
set examples for this town, to
hear all voices, fairly and re-
spectfully, and to value opinions
and ideas even when they are
not your own.

Rich McCormack
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

payer dollars are sunk into ex-
pensive repairs on a near-weekly
basis so these trucks can live
another day. Good money is be-
ing thrown at bad. These trucks
have very predictable lifespans,
so there is no reason that the
Council should act surprised when
it comes time to fund a replace-
ment. A capital item plan should
be able to schedule the future
cycling out of old equipment and
specifically earmark money for
their inevitable replacement.

In addition, we will work to
institute a beautification com-
mittee comprised of both Council
members and residents. The
committee would serve to orga-
nize low-cost volunteer events
to help spruce up areas of town,
such as the Center Street under-
pass, that require some TLC. It
would also look to tap into the
spirit, heart and creativity of our
community through events like a
town-wide art competition.

Tangible results don’t happen
without tangible actions. We will
bring these, and other fresh ideas,
to bear by working together with
all of our fellow elected officials
and keeping politics out of Bor-
ough Hall. This is what Garwood
expects and deserves from its
leadership.

Jennifer Blumenstock
Marc Lazarow

Garwood Council Candidates

CRANFORD — The next monthly
meeting of Literary Café, the
Cranford Public Library’s book
chat group, will take place on
Saturday, November 5, at 10:15
a.m., in the library’s Raddin
Room. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The program format is simple.
Participants are asked to bring a
few of their favorite books and
tell the other members of the
group what they like about them.
The books can be new or old,
fiction or non-fiction, classic or

contemporary.
Sessions are one hour long.

There is no required reading, and
attendees will have the opportu-
nity to learn about books recom-
mended by other group mem-
bers. Refreshments will be
served, courtesy of the Friends
of the Cranford Public Library.
Registration is not required. For
more information, contact pro-
gram coordinator Sally Hanford
at (908) 709-7272, extension
no. 2104, or at s-
hanford@cranfordnj.org.

Literary Café to Be Held November 5
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CRANFORD
Tuesday, October 18, Joseph

Adams, 26, and Michael Adams,
23, both of Newark, were ar-
rested on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana, possession of
paraphernalia, possession of a
forged government document,
obstruction, hindering and con-
tempt of court, following a motor
vehicle stop for a malfunctioning
brake light at the intersection of
Centennial Avenue and the Gar-
den State Parkway 136 North-
bound ramp. During an on-scene
investigation, the driver, Michael
Adams, refused to provide his
required motor vehicle creden-
tials. He eventually exited the
vehicle, and was arrested for ob-
struction. As the investigation
continued police located mari-
juana inside the vehicle. A pas-
senger, Joseph Adams, also was
arrested on a charge of hindering
his apprehension, when he pro-
vided a false name to officers on
scene. It was determined that
Joseph Adams had an active
criminal warrant out of Garwood.
Michael Adams and Joseph
Adams were processed, and both
subsequently released pending
a Superior Court appearance in
Elizabeth. Michael Adams also
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for having a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) in a
motor vehicle, uninsured motor
vehicle, failure to maintain lamps
and failure to exhibit documents.

Tuesday, October 18, Fournier

Calixte, 20, and Ellis Charles, 21,
both of Maplewood, were arrested
on charges of possession with in-
tent to distribute (marijuana),
possession of marijuana (less than
50 grams), possession of para-
phernalia and contempt of court,
after a motor vehicle stop for
multiple equipment violations at
the intersection of McClellan Street
and Centennial Avenue. Following
an investigation at the scene po-
lice located marijuana inside the
vehicle, and on the driver, Charles.
Calixte, the passenger, also was
found to be in possession of mari-
juana. Charles and Calixte were
arrested, processed and given
Superior Court appearances in
Elizabeth. Charles additionally was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for having a CDS in a motor ve-
hicle, driving with a suspended
license, failure to wear a seatbelt
and failing to maintain lamps. He
was turned over to Union Police on
an active warrant.

Tuesday, October 18, Jeffry
Urena, 28, of Toms River was
arrested on charges of posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East North Av-
enue and the Garden State Park-
way 137 Southbound ramp for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police
located marijuana on a passen-
ger, Urena. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance.
Urena was issued a motor ve-
hicle summons for failing to wear
a seatbelt.

Wednesday, October 19, Kelly
Hawkes, 33, of Lincoln Park was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (cocaine) and pos-
session of paraphernalia, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of East North Av-
enue and Carpenter Place for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene police
located a pipe containing cocaine
residue on the driver, Hawkes.
Hawkes was arrested, processed

CRANFORD
Wednesday, October 12,

Tyrone Hester, 25, of Beachwood
was arrested on charges of pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and pos-
session of paraphernalia, after a
motor vehicle stop at the inter-
section of East North Avenue
and the Garden State Parkway
Southbound 137 entrance for a
seatbelt violation. Following an
investigation at the scene, po-
lice located marijuana inside the
vehicle. Hester, a passenger in
the vehicle, was arrested, pro-
cessed and released pending a
Municipal Court appearance.
Hester also was issued a motor
vehicle summons for failing to
wear his seatbelt.

Thursday, October 13, Barbara
Cleary, 62, of Fords was arrested
and charged with possession of
prescription narcotics. While on
routine patrol police encountered
a 2015 Honda at an East North
Avenue establishment. The oc-
cupant was acting in a suspi-
cious manner, which initiated an
investigation. Following this in-
vestigation police arrested the
driver, Cleary, for being in pos-
session of prescription narcot-
ics. She was processed and given
a Superior Court appearance in
Elizabeth.

Friday, October 14, Steve
Sarabando, 27, of Newark was
arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) and
refusal to submit to chemical
testing, following a motor ve-
hicle stop at the intersection of
Raritan Road and Centennial Av-
enue for a window tint violation.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police determined that
the driver, Sarabando, was op-
erating the vehicle while intoxi-
cated. He was arrested, pro-
cessed and released to a family
member pending a Municipal
Court appearance. Sarabando
was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for window tint, driving

and released pending a Superior
Court appearance. Hawkes also
was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for failing to wear a
seatbelt, driving with a sus-
pended license, possession of an
open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle, and having a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

Thursday, October 20, Adam
Mulchy, 36, of Vernon was ar-
rested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (methamphet-
amine) and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Coleman Avenue for
careless driving. Following an
investigation at the scene police
located crystal methamphet-
amine inside the vehicle. A pas-
senger, Mulchy, was arrested,
processed and released pending
a Superior Court appearance.
The driver was issued motor
vehicle summonses for careless
driving and delaying traffic.

while intoxicated and refusal to
submit to chemical testing.

Friday, October 14, Quan Wil-
liams, 31, of Edison was arrested
and charged with possession of
CDS, identified by police as
heroin, and possession of para-
phernalia, after a motor vehicle
stop at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Coleman Avenue for
having a cracked windshield. Fol-
lowing an investigation at the
scene police located heroin in-
side the vehicle. The driver, Wil-
liams, was arrested, processed
and released pending a Superior
Court appearance. He also was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for a cracked windshield, driving
with a suspended license and
having a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, October 15, Edward
Hernandez, 30, of Newark was
arrested and charged with DWI,
after a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Raritan Road and
Moen Avenue for a red light vio-
lation. Following an investiga-
tion at the scene police deter-
mined that Hernandez was driv-
ing while intoxicated. He was
arrested, processed and released
to a family member pending a
Municipal Court appearance.
Hernandez was issued motor
vehicle summonses for driving
while intoxicated, having an open
container of alcohol in a motor
vehicle, and failure to observe a
traffic signal.

Saturday, October 15, William
Ronnow, 62, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with DWI
after police responded to the
area of Linden Place and Orange
Avenue on a report of a motor
vehicle accident. Following an
investigation at the scene police
determined that Ronnow was
driving while intoxicated. He was
subsequently charged with DWI
and careless driving pending a
Municipal Court appearance.
Ronnow was released to the cus-
tody of a friend.

Sunday, October 16, Michelle
Falco, 36, of Bloomfield was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of prescription narcotics and

possession of paraphernalia, af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at the
intersection of Jackson Drive and
the Garden State Parkway 136
Northbound ramp for a malfunc-
tioning brake light. Following an
investigation at the scene police
located prescription pills in the
possession of Falco. Falco was
arrested, processed and released
pending a Superior Court ap-
pearance. She also was issued
summonses for a malfunction-
ing brake light and having a
controlled dangerous substance
in a motor vehicle.

Family M.E.S.S. Due
Back at Library

CRANFORD — Family M.E.S.S.
(Math, Engineering, and Science
Saturday), the award-winning
early literacy program, will re-
turn to the Cranford Public Li-
brary on Saturday, November
12, at 10:30 a.m.

Children ages 2 to 6 and their
families will explore educational
stations together, where they will
be introduced to scientific con-
cepts, solve problems and have
fun. This month participants will
create “fizzy colors,” building fine
motor function with eyedroppers,
and engineering letters using
magnetic tiles.

Admission is free and all
Cranford residents are welcome.
The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. For a list of other up-
coming programs, visit the li-
brary Web page at
CranfordLibrary.org and click on
the Children’s tab near the top of
the page.
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Cranford High School
To Stage Noises Off

CRANFORD – Friday and Satur-
day, November 18 and 19 at
7:30 p.m. the Cranford High
School Performing Arts Depart-
ment invites the public to come
enjoy a good hearty laugh with
the funniest farce ever written.
Noises Off by Michael Frayn, is a
roller coaster, side-splitting look
at theatre - inside and out - as a
hapless troupe of actors attempt
to mount the dreadful comedy
Nothing On. Door slamming,
missed cues, and romantic in-
trigue will have you roaring with
laughter as the casts’ collective
sanity slowly unravels. Yet, the
show must go on; despite the
catastrophe being played out on
stage and the vicious antics
among the actors backstage. All-
the-while, an ill-fated plate of

sardines mysteriously appears
and disappears.

Cast in the CHS Fall production
are: Niamh O’Donovan as Dotty,
Andrew Gordon as Lloyd, Brenden
Scalea as Garry, Lili Rebelo as
Brooke, Maggie Manhardt as
Belinda, Noah Wohlsen as
Frederick, Haley Baranowski as
Poppy, Kelly McMahon as Kim
and Charlie Bernstein as Selsdon.
Student stage managers are:
Samantha Dalli, Mikayla Herz and
Garrett Kennedy. The produc-
tion is under the direction of
Michelle Massa.

Tickets are $10 and available
at chs.booktix.com or at the door.
Student rush tickets will be avail-
able at the door for $5. For ticket
questions contact Ginger Burd at
burdvirg@cranfordschools.org.

PUTTING ON...The cast and stage managers of the Cranford High School Fall
Production of Noises Off stopped rehearsal for a photo. The comedy will be stage
the weekend of November 18 and 19.

CRANFORD — The Crane’s Ford
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR) received multiple
awards from the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the American
Revolution (NSDAR) and the New
Jersey State DAR at the Septem-
ber 17 State DAR meeting.

The local chapter was success-
ful in several categories includ-
ing “Level One Chapter Achieve-
ment Award for Outstanding Ac-
complishments,” indicating the
chapter ranks among the top 47
State DAR chapters. The award
is based on cumulative points in

meeting NSDAR objectives in
American history, education,
patriotism and volunteer veteran
services.

Other national DAR awards in-
clude “Celebrate America!” rec-
ognition for “Serving its Commu-
nity”; “Historic Preservation” for
presenting a Historic Preserva-
tion Recognition Award to the
Cranford individuals who worked
on preserving the Cranford Mu-
rals, and a “Conservation Award”
for outstanding conservation
project.

On the NJDAR state level,

LITTLE MIRACLES...The Miracle Worker is being presented by Orange
Avenue School in Cranford the last weekend in Friday, October 28 and Satur-
day, October 29 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, October 30 at 2 p.m. in the middle
school auditorium. The production is based on the true story of Annie Sullivan,
a teacher who brought language and compassion into the dark and silent world
of the young blind and deaf Helen Keller. Tickets are $8 at the door and are also
available on-line at oascnj.booktix.com.  Orange Avenue School is located at 901
Orange Avenue in Cranford.

Cranford Crane’s Ford DAR Earns
National, State Society Awards

Crane’s Ford was cited for “Out-
standing Conservation” for pre-
senting a conservation minute at
all chapter meetings.

Locally, Cranford DAR pre-
sented monetary awards and cer-
tificates of excellence to three
graduating seniors: The NSDAR
“Good Citizen Award” to a stu-
dent at both Cranford High School
and Mother Seton Regional High
School and the NSDAR Excel-
lence in American History Award
at Cranford High School. The
chapter also presented monetary
awards, a medal and certificates
of excellence to an outstanding
JROTC cadet at Elizabeth High
School, Linden High School and
Abraham Clark High School in
Roselle.

The Daughters of the American
Revolution is a volunteer service
organization dedicated to his-
toric preservation, education and
patriotism. For membership in
the DAR, a woman must prove
her lineal descent from a patriot
of the American Revolution. DAR
volunteers are always willing to
provide guidance and assistance
with ancestry research. For more
information on membership, con-
tact Crane’s Ford Chapter Regis-
trar Patty Campanelli by e-mail
at patushkat@aol.com or visit
the National DAR website at
dar.org.
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