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Cranford BOE Seeks More
State Aid to Offset Taxes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation on Monday passed a resolu-
tion calling on state officials to in-
crease the amount of state aid pro-
vided to the school district.

The resolution, which was passed
unanimously, states that “the current
distribution of state aid for education
to the Cranford Public School Dis-
trict has not been distributed in a fair
and equitable manner to provide prop-
erty tax relief” to Cranford citizens
and goes on to say that the board “can
no longer bear the burden of the con-
tinued diversion of its fair share of
state school aid” for Cranford public
school students.

“We’re asking for anything,” said
Robert Carfagno, the board’s busi-
ness administrator, adding that the
district is seeking what he called “its
fair share” of aid if the state was
properly adhering to formulas set out
for allocating those dollars. “Part of
the problem,” he said, “is that aid
goes predominantly” to the Abbott
school districts that courts had earlier
mandated be funded at higher-than-
average levels. The result, Mr.
Carfagno said, is that districts like
Cranford and Westfield “don’t get
our fair share of aid.”

Board member William Hulse re-
cently attended a conference where he
learned that “there is still more state aid
out there,” according to Board Presi-
dent Kurt Petschow.

State education aid to Cranford this
year will total $2.805 million, up nearly
$56,000 over last year but still well
below the 2009-2010 peak of $3.785
million.

In other business at Monday’s brief
meeting, Mr. Carfagno said the
district’s $63.25 million budget from
2016-2017 has been sent to county

officials for their review and that he is
“still shooting for” a public hearing
and vote on the budget on Monday,
April 25. If passed at that time,
Cranford taxpayers will see an aver-
age increase of $41.25 in the educa-
tion portion of their property taxes.
The school tax levy is $53,971,870.

At the start of the meeting, Brian
Niemsyk, president of the Cranford
Education Association, presented the
board with a donation of $2,500 to
help with the costs of the annual
Project Graduation event for Cranford
High School graduates.

Mr. Hulse said the board’s build-
ings and grounds committee had
toured the high school recently to
inspect the building’s security cam-
era system, both inside and outside,
and would be presenting its plans to
upgrade the system to the board soon.
The board also acknowledged a
$25,000 donation from the Cranford
Booster Club, which was funded by a
grant from Investors Bank Founda-
tion, that will be used to replace the
high school lawn sign with a double-
sided LED message board.

Interim Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum said the Cranford Rotary
Club, in conjunction with Cranford and
Garwood schools, will be presenting
the annual “R U Smarter Than a Fifth
Grader” quiz show at Orange Avenue
School on Thursday, April 7, at 6:30
p.m.  The four elementary schools as
well as two schools from Garwood will
each invite four fifth-grade students
and one parent to take part. Mr.
Petschow also took note of the three
school plays presented at Orange and
Hillside schools and the high school —
Little Mermaid, Oliver! and Fiddler on
the Roof —and called all three produc-
tions “absolutely unbelievable.”

The board’s next regular meeting
will be held on Monday, April 25.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WE HAVE A WINNER…The 50th Annual Westfield Rotary Breakfast with the Bands at Westfield High School on Saturday
included food, music and a raffle.

Westfield Introduces $41.2-Mil.
Budget; Taxes to Be $27 Mil.

No Egg Hunt
The Westfield Lions Club has an-

nounced that for the first time since
1936 circumstances preclude the club
from hosting its annual Easter Egg
Hunt this weekend.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
introduced its 2016 budget of
$41,221,091 Tuesday with an 8-to-0
vote. Taxes will increase this year at
1.73 percent, totaling $1.469 million.
The average assessed home of
$180,300 would see an increase of
about $50.

“All of our hard work is why we
received the AAA rating in 2014 and
reconfirmed last year,” Mayor Andy
Skibitsky said.

The average tax bill, Mayor
Skibitsky said, is over $16,000 per
year, but about $2,600 of that goes to

the town, while the remainder are
funneled to the schools and county
government.

“This is the third year in a row we
did not pass through allowable exclu-
sions,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea noted in his presentation of
the budget.

The total tax levy is approximately
$27 million, and represents a 1.98
percent increase from 2015. Total
revenues is budgeted at $14 million.
Total ratables are valued at $1.8 bil-
lion.

Total salaries and wages have in-
creased just under .5 percent and make
up just under 40 percent of the bud-

get. This line item is below the 2007
cost for salaries and wages due to
retirements and negotiations. At the
end of next year the town will un-
dergo more negotiations, Mr. Gildea
said.

The fund balance, at $974,344,
shows an $807,142 increase, and is
being used for capital improvements,
such as new equipment for the De-
partment of Public Works, Finance
Policy Committee Chairwoman
JoAnn Neylan said.

“We are better managing our debt
service,” Mr. Gildea said.

Debt service is $2.4 million, and
shows a “manageable increase” of
$88,681, Mr. Gildea said.

Revenues total $14 million. Rev-
enue from the building department
fees are close to $1 million, and the
town receives just under half a mil-
lion dollars from its health service
agreements for use of the Westfield
Regional Health Department. Rev-
enue from Parking fees are flat at $1.8
million.

The Special Improvement District
(SID) budget was introduced at
$409,757. The SID budget is paid by
property owners in the downtown
district, not residents, and the tax levy
has been flat for six years, Council-
man Sam Della Fera said.

Parking Lot 7 across the street from
the Post Office will see renovations,
after the council passed a resolution
that allows for a loan of $150,000 at
zero percent interest from the New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs.

The continued well monitoring at
parking Lot 4 will be performed by
the Pioneer Environmental Group
after the council agreed to sign an
agreement for environmental
remediation work.

The police department was autho-
rized to replace a Chevy Tahoe with a

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
COLOR GUARD...Girl Scouts from Troop 40252 lead the flag salute at Tuesday
night's Township Committee meeting in Cranford.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PRICEY DECISION...Garwood Tax Assessor Ann Switzer describes the costs,
process and implications of a borough-wide property re-evaluation at the borough's
special council budget meeting on March 17.

Cranford Committee Unveils
$36.73-Million Budget For ’16

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee unanimously
approved the introduction of the 2016
budget at its official meeting Tuesday
night.

The $36.73-million budget calls
for $22.47 million to be raised from
local taxes. This is a $550,136 in-
crease over 2015’s municipal tax levy.
The impact on the average household
assessed at $182,056 is a 1.42-per-
cent tax increase to $2,465.

Mayor Andis Kalnins said he
thought the budget was “fair and bal-
anced” and meets the needs of the

township while keeping municipal
taxes low.

Echoing praise for the hard work
put into the process by Township
Administrator Terence Wall, CFO
Lavona Patterson, and the commit-
tee, Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. remarked that this is the fourth
consecutive year that the committee
has unanimously approved the bud-
get, which will receive a final hearing
on Tuesday, April 26.

According to state law, the town-
ship can increase its budget appro-
priations by 3.5 percent over the pre-
vious year if authorized by ordinance.
If a municipality does not increase
appropriations at that rate, it may
bank the difference between the final
budget appropriations and the 3.5-
percent increase.

The committee determined that the
difference between the 3.5-percent
increase and its planned appropria-
tions is $917,399.70. By an ordi-
nance introduced Tuesday night, the
committee would retain that amount
as an exception to final appropria-
tions in either of the next two years as
part of a cap bank.

In other business at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the committee unanimously ap-
proved a final reading of an ordi-
nance increasing pool fees. Among
the membership category changes,
individual residents can now expect
to pay $255 for a summer pool mem-
bership. The fee for two adults and
two or more children is $355. The
senior rate remains unchanged at $65
per individual and $215 for a senior

plus spouse.
Three items were struck from the

agenda at the conference meeting
prior to Tuesday night’s official meet-
ing. The first item was a first reading
of an ordinance pertaining to food
handling sanitary standards. The or-
dinance would require establishments
that prepare and sell food and drink to
have the person in charge and at least
one person on each shift be in posses-
sion of a food handler’s certificate.

The second item was a late starter
involving the sale of property at 18
Burnside Avenue, which currently is
vacant and owned by the township.

Commissioner Patrick Giblin initi-
ated the call to have these two items
struck from the agenda. He requested
more time to review the sanitary stan-
dards ordinance, and while he did not
oppose the sale of the property, he
wanted the matter pushed back to the
next meeting for the sake of transpar-
ency.

Mr. Giblin said that the matter has
only been previously discussed dur-
ing executive session. He was con-
cerned that the first time the public
would be hearing of the sale could
come by way of its official approval
via a late starter resolution.

According to Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas the law requires that
the neighbors contiguous to the prop-
erty be notified of the township’s
intention to sell the property. Inter-
ested neighbors are given the first
option to purchase the property. Gen-
eral public notification is not required.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
LEARNING...Mayor Andy Skibitsky was asked to have a discussion with the Law
Explorer Order Post 62, made up of Westfield High School and Linden High
School students, as well as college students, Tuesday before the council meeting.
The order is a career-based program that uses the concept of learning from life.

Garwood Mayor Vetoes
Ord. Cutting Benefits

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo issued a seldom-used veto
to strike down an ordinance that would
have eliminated health insurance cov-
erage for Council President Lou
Petruzzelli, and the Republican bor-
ough council members who passed it
did not attempt an override that ac-
tion at Tuesday’s council meeting.

The move was the final blow over an
issue that has lasted nearly three months.

The veto was only the second issued
by a Garwood mayor in recent memory
and the first since Pat Quattrocchi shot
down a council move to eliminate lon-
gevity pay for non-union workers in
2011. Mrs. Quattrocchi issued the veto
despite a 4-to-2 vote by the council.

Because her veto was issued at the
end of the year, the council did not
attempt an override, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said. The new council
again passed the measure early in 2012
and Mrs. Quattrocchi did not veto the
new ordinance.

Newly elected Republican Council-
man Joe Sarno pushed the measure to
eliminate Mr. Petruzzelli’s insurance
coverage, saying it would cost the bor-
ough more than $32,000 this year and
already had taxed the borough $170,000
since he was elected in 2008.

Mr. Sarno, his running mate, Re-
publican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, and Councilman Jim
Mathieu voted to eliminate the ben-
efits with Ms. Todisco, a Democrat,
and Mike Martin, a Republican, vot-
ing against the measure. Mr.
Petruzzelli abstained. The three votes
was enough to pass the measure but
an override would require four votes.

“We don’t have the votes,” Mr.
Sarno said. “The thing’s been dis-
cussed at length. I think we know
where everyone’s position is on it. To
bring forth an override – I haven’t
heard anyone change their positions
– would be a fruitless endeavor.”

Mayor Lombardo explained his
veto in a two-paragraph memo to
council, citing two legal opinions he
said indicated Mr. Petruzzelli was
entitled to the benefits under a 2010
state law that while eliminating insur-
ance coverage for part-time, elected
officials, exempted – or grandfathered
– those already receiving them.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

Board Considers Hearing
On Centennial Building

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHANCE BE A WINNER…Lisa Rossen walks among diners selling raffle tickets
as part of the 50th Annual Rotary Breakfast with the Bands on Saturday at
Westfield High School.

By SCOTT NISLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A proposal to erect a
new mixed-use apartment complex at 310
Centennial Avenue received another
lengthy hearing from the zoning board
Monday night. After hearing various wit-
ness and expert testimony, the board de-
cided that another meeting would be in
order to finish the hearing out the appli-
cant. That meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 9.

Gehane Triarsi, a representative with
the commercial real estate broker Gebroe-
Hammer Associates, had originally pre-
sented the plan to the board in January,
stating that a new apartment complex of
this kind would revitalize a section of
Cranford lacking in “energy” and would
bring new life to the area.

The architectural plans call for a three-
story building, complete with 20 apart-
ment units, 1,900 square feet of retail
space, and a garage with 35 individual
parking stalls. Four additional spaces
would be available on the street along
Centennial Avenue.

The proposed structure presents cer-
tain problems, in that it conflicts with a
number of Cranford’s local zoning ordi-
nances — namely concerning the issues
of building density and the availability of
parking.

Members of Ms. Triarsi’s team pre-
sented testimonies, including reports from
their traffic and site engineers, in an effort
to seek relief from these building con-
straints.

Joseph Staigar, the applicant’s traffic
engineer, appeared before the board to
explain the parking situation and the im-
pact a new apartment building would
have on local traffic patterns. He said he
had conducted a “traffic impact study,”
or an analysis of the flow of cars passing
through the intersection of Centennial
and North Lehigh Avenue.

Mr. Staigar explained that he had ob-
served the intersection during different
times of the day, and had determined the
“peak hours,” or the times in which traffic
was at its heaviest. According to him, the
critical peak hours for the average work-
day would be between 7 to 9 a.m. and 4 to
6 p.m. respectively. He added that while
the proposed structure would have 20
dwelling units, they would only generate
a small increase in traffic volume.

Mr. Staigar contended that the new
residential activity would create about 12
“trips” during the morning peak hour and
about 19 during the evening peak hours.
The rest of the trips, he said, would occur
outside the peak hours, and be of little
consequence.

Some residents in attendance ques-
tioned the validity of this data, insisting
that the impact on traffic would be fairly
substantial. Mr. Staigar refuted this claim.

“We understand it is a heavily traveled
area,” Mr. Staigar said. “But the addition
of that magnitude of traffic would not
have any significant impact on traffic
conditions in the area.”

The “trip generation” data also takes
into account the projected activity at-
tracted by the retail area on the first floor
of the building. According to Mr. Staigar,
they would only allow “specialty retail”

to occupy this space and would thus
avoid the “high parking intensity” associ-
ated with a major chain restaurant.

Edward Dec, the applicant’s site engi-
neer, appeared before the board to testify
about the trash collection area located
near the parking garage. He explained
that the area carved out on the architec-
tural plans called for a space not much
larger than an average parking stall. He
said it would occupy a space of about nine
by 18 feet — too small, he said, to accom-
modate a dumpster. Instead he proposed
that the area would include about a dozen
96-gallon receptacles, some reserved for
recyclables, such as bottles, cans, and
cardboard.

The trash pick-up operations, he ex-
plained, would be performed by a private
company rather than by local municipal
waste collectors. The pick-up times, he
said, would not occur during “high traffic
periods.”

Board member David Salomon raised
issue with the trash area, contending that
the accumulation of garbage would over-
whelm the receptacles faster than the
private waste company would be able to
keep up with it — especially with pick-
ups occurring twice a week.

“The dimensions of the 96-gallon toter
is about three-foot by three-foot,” Mr.
Salomon said. “If you only have a nine by
18 (collecting area) you would not suffi-
ciently be able to (accommodate the in-
flux of trash) if each resident were to
produce a bag of garbage a day. Three
bags typically fill up a 96-gallon toter.”

“We might have to adjust the pick up to
three times a week,” Mr. Dec said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FUN AND GAMES…Children play games at Congregation Beth Israel’s Purim
Carnival on Sunday in Scotch Plains. Purim is a festival commemorating the
Jewish holiday recorded in the Book of Esther.

According to the resolution drafted
for Tuesday night’s meeting, the town-
ship has already arranged to transfer
ownership of the property to Douglas
and Daisy Richardson of 18 Burnside
Avenue for $57,000.

Mr. Giblin reiterated that he was
not opposed to this transfer per se, but
rather wanted to ensure transparency
and give the public notice that this
sale is transpiring.

The final item struck from the
agenda was the awarding of a con-
tract to Maser Consulting for $48,000
in relation to the installation of a new
filtration system at Orange Avenue
Pool.

The committee expressed concern
at Monday night’s workshop meeting
over the high cost of the project. The
previous intention was to move
quickly on the installation, believing
that it needed to be done in advance
of the upcoming summer season.
When the committee learned that the
work would not be done until Sep-
tember and that consequently there
was no rush on the matter, members
decided to hold off on awarding the
contract to see if they could negotiate
a better rate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CF Budget

new model as part of its replacement
program.

Twenty-three establishments were
granted sidewalk café licenses, thus
kicking off the season for outdoor
dining in downtown Westfield that
takes place until November.

The council also passed on second
reading an ordinance that amends the
town’s alcoholic beverages ordinance.
The current ordinance had limited
establishments who hold liquor li-
censes to conduct no more than 25
percent of their licensed operation on
a floor above the first level of a build-
ing. The amendment removes that
limitation.

The next council meeting is Tues-
day, April 5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Budget

Mountainside School Taxes
To Rise $70 Per Average Home

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education’s tentative budget as pre-
sented by Board President James Ruban
at last Wednesday’s meeting will likely
result in a $70, or 1.3 percent, calendar
year tax increase on the average as-
sessed home in the borough.

The total budget for the schools in
the district is $18,758,030. The oper-
ating budget for the 2016-2017 aca-
demic year is anticipated to be
$16,890,662, a 3-percent increase from
last year’s $16,427,436. The debt ser-
vice budget for two outstanding bonds
is anticipated to be $1,716,934. Rev-
enue from programs such as the pre-
school program and user fees is esti-
mated to be $150,434.

The final budget will be adopted at
the public hearing which is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 26.

Mr. Ruban provided an in-depth
analysis of the board’s proposed ac-
tion plan for dealing with the
$1,197,523 shortfall in the operating
budget and for stabilizing the costs of
the send-receive agreement under
which Mountainside pays to send its
high-school students to Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights.

According to Mr. Ruban, the princi-
pal reasons for the budget deficit are
the state-imposed, 2-percent cap on tax
increases, an increase in the number of
out-of-district placements for special-
education students and the need to pay
Berkeley Heights $1,079,541 for prior
year tuition adjustments.

The board recommended closing
the gap by deferring $493,768 of the
amount due to Berkeley Heights and
postponing for two months $266,766
in health insurance premium payments.
Several cost-cutting measures will be
implemented, including not replacing
a teaching position caused by retire-
ment and moving the special educa-
tion student summer camp program to
in-district. In addition, due to the re-
cent infrastructure improvements,
which were funded by a 2015 bond

referendum, there will be a $39,700
savings from replacing the communi-
cation cables between the schools with
a dark fiber cable owned by the dis-
trict.

Mr. Ruban stated that the district
was “not kicking the can down the
road” because the deferred expenses
have been reallocated to years when
the high-school-age student popula-
tion will be lower than it has been in
the past. He noted that the current
number of seventh graders is signifi-
cantly less than the number of eighth
graders. He also explained that defer-
ring the amounts owed provides Ber-
keley Heights with a steady income
stream which will help ease the im-
pact of decreased enrollment in its
school system.

In response to questions from par-
ents, board members discussed the
many fiscal challenges posed by the
significant fluctuations in the costs
associated with the send-receive
agreement between the two commu-
nities which represents approximately
30 percent of the school budget. They
provided members of the public with
a chart which demonstrated the per-
student cost in 2009 was $3,053,475,
while it will be $5,159,805 this year.
The percentage increase per year
ranged from 2.8 percent to 17.8 per-
cent.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky made a presentation regard-
ing the district’s goals for next year,
which include maintaining class size
in the low to mid 20’s, implementing
a PSAT pilot program for eighth-grade
students, and providing an example of
the analytical information which will
be available via the student data dash-
board or Instructionl Improvement
System (IIS). The IIS dashboard pro-
vides detailed data on each student’s
academic performance. According to
Ms. Lubarsky, it will allow teachers to
target a student’s strengths and weak-
nesses and provide each student with
tailor-made support. Ms. Lubarsky
noted that there was no cost to the
community for the state-of-the-art pro-
gram since Mountainside was chosen
as a pilot district and all of the costs
associated with the systems were be-
ing paid for via a grant from the state
Department of Education.

Mr. Petruzzelli started receiving
his benefits in 2009.

Mayor Lombardo also wrote that
he felt the ordinance put the borough
at risk for a lawsuit.

“If brought to a suit, the insurance
company covering Garwood will not
defend it,” he wrote. “I cannot jeopar-
dize, or put a risk, our community for
another potential lawsuit that we can-
not win...”

The health insurance coverage was
one of only several contentious is-
sues that have occupied the council in
the first three months of the year.
Another included the $1,500 stipend
for council members and $1,800 for
mayor that Mr. Sarno also tried to
end.

With council split 3-3, Messrs.
Sarno and Mathieu and Ms. Cuccaro
favoring and Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr.
Martin and Ms. Todisco against,
Mayor Lombardo sided with those
against and the measure failed on
January 12. However, during open
budget negotiations the past two
weeks, Mr. Martin changed his posi-
tion and suggested eliminating the
stipends from the spending plan.

The council unanimously agreed
and it was incorporated into the
$7.935-million budget that was for-
mally introduced Tuesday night.

The budget represented a $165,000
increase from last year and included a
tax levy of $5.959 million, or an in-
crease of $93 per average home as-
sessed at $100,000.

That was in addition to a $9-mil-
lion budget unveiled by the school
board which includes a $51 tax in-
crease per home.

At the final budget meeting on
March 17, council members trimmed
half of the original tax levy but still
did not appear in agreement (see story
on page 5).

Regardless it was unanimously in-
troduced in an unprecedented short
45-minute meeting.

“While there’s progress made on
this budget, to me it’s still not satis-
factory,” said Mr. Sarno, the only
Republican on the budget committee.
“However, voting to introduce this
outweighs my dissatisfaction with the
budget.

“We still have a public hearing and
we still have to vote to adopt it, and
there’s time between now and adop-
tion, and I’d like to see the public’s
input next meeting.”

Garwood Bd. to Delay
Hidi Application

GARWOOD — The application to
construct a nine-townhouse develop-
ment on Fourth Avenue at the end of
Walnut Street was expected to be
removed from Wednesday night’s
agenda of the planning board and
delayed until a later date, the board’s
attorney said.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser told The Westfield Leader he
had received notification from the
owners of the parcel known as the
“Hidi property,” Angela and Sandro
Villaraut, requesting their applica-
tion to be removed from the agenda,
and he expected the board to honor
the request.

The property has been the subject
of two lawsuits in the past two de-
cades, most recently when Bruce
Paterson — a sitting board member
— challenged the board’s decision to
approve the nine-townhouse devel-
opment in 2014. Mr. Paterson was
joined by Ileen Cuccaro, now a
Garwood councilwoman, and Leader
Publisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, Assistant Publisher David
Corbin, as co-plaintiffs.

Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy ruled last year the initial no-
tification to surrounding neighbors
of the property was insufficient and
overturned the planning board’s de-
cision.

Mr. Fraser said that with a discus-
sion and possible vote on a redevel-
opment plan for the largely aban-
doned Casale Manufacturing and
Petro Plastics industrial properties
also on the agenda, it was impractical
for both to be heard at the March 23
meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood

Age-Restricted Townhomes
Proposed for Rt. 22 West

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
adjustment played to a full house Tues-
day evening when it heard an application
for a 30-unit age restricted townhouse
development at 1490-1496 Route 22 west.
The project includes six affordable units
which would help the borough comply
with the court-mandated Mount Laurel
agreement.

The applicant is Alpine at
Mountainside, LLC. The property con-
sists of approximately five acres which
runs on its south border along Route 22
west, just west New Providence Road.
Its northern border is Force Drive. The
property contains a pond, a home with a
pool and several small structures.

Neighbors who border the property
along Force Drive are displaying lawn
signs which say “Stop the Alpine Con-
dos.”

The applicant is seeking site-plan
approval. Project site engineer Thomas
McGrath said the access into the project
would be from Route 22, and the two-
and three-bedroom units will be laid
out in a circular or oval pattern with
landscaping, lighting, a gazebo and one-
and two-car garages. He said the exist-
ing pond would have to be drained. The
area is now wooded, so many trees

would have to be removed and soil
would have to be removed from the
downward sloping area so the property
can be graded.

Mr. McGrath said extensive landscap-
ing would be done to shield the property
from its neighbors who live in one-family
homes along Force and South Fork Drives.
He also said that drainage piping, a deten-
tion basin and grading would be installed
to carry runoff down to Route 22. A
neighbor, Nick Barbera, of Force Drive,
told The Westfield Leader that he is con-
cerned about traffic, property values, the
loss of trees and noise.

The hearing on the application went on
until shortly after 11 p.m., and will con-
tinue at the Tuesday, April 26 meeting at
Borough Hall at New Providence Road
and Route 22.

In other business, the board approved
two applications. The first, Verizon Wire-
less of 1 Cornell Way, wants to install a
generator on a concrete pad with an acous-
tical enclosure and a wall next a commer-
cial building.

Applicant Donald Rinaldo of 228 Ev-
ergreen Court wants to install an air con-
ditioning compressor in the side yard of
his home. The board approved the appli-
cation with the condition that the unit be
placed toward the back of the side yard
and be hidden by a fence.
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BOE Budget Sees Taxes Up 2.52
Percent In SP, 5.85 Percent In FW

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will hold a public hearing next month
before a final vote on the 2016-2017
school budget that will be financed
with property tax increases of 2.52
percent for Scotch Plains and 5.85
percent for Fanwood.

At its March 17 meeting, the board
gave its unanimous approval to the
$91.39 million tentative spending plan
for the upcoming school year, with
board member Cindy Clancy saying
she was happy the board was able to
“continue to have a great school sys-
tem” and her colleague Evan Murray
expressing satisfaction that the board

was “still able to do a lot of things
because we budgeted properly.”

During a brief Powerpoint presen-
tation, Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki told the board that
enrollment trends for the school dis-
trict are “very flat” and said that over
the past six years, just 20 new stu-
dents have been added to the school
system, which has grown from 5,546
students in 2009 to 5,566 in 2015.
The proposed budget for 2016-2017
is about 3.7 percent lower than last
year’s, in part due to lower capital
expenditures after the current con-
struction projects at McGinn and
Evergreen schools are completed this
summer.

The major new initiative for the

forthcoming school year will be the
institution of full-day kindergarten,
which will require the hiring of 15
new teachers, according to Mrs.
Saridaki. Significant expenses in the
proposed budget include $50.7 mil-
lion for salaries — by far the biggest
piece of the budget pie at 56 percent
and up from $48.3 million — as well
as $17.95 million in benefits, up from
$16.02 million last year. There is also
a 12.7 percent increase in health in-
surance costs for district employees;
$6.1 million for office supplies,
teacher workshops, insurance and
nurse supplies; and $4.28 million for
capital and maintenance expenses
including new roofs at Coles and
McGinn schools, School One and,
possibly, Brunner School, parking lot
paving at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School and Evergreen School
and heating and air-conditioning work
at Brunner and Park Middle schools.
Technology funding will remain at
current levels.

State aid will increase slightly, from
$2.95 million last year to just over $3
million, with another $25,000 pro-
vided by the Medicaid program for
those students eligible for that fi-
nancing. Mrs. Saridaki said that state
aid levels are still below its peak of
about $4 million per year. The local
property tax levy earmarked for the
board of education will total about
$84.22 million vs. $81.9 million last
year. That translates into the average
assessed home in Scotch Plains of
$121,600 paying $199.84 more than
last year, or about 2.52 percent, while
the average assessed home in
Fanwood of $84,721 will pay $390.83
more, or 5.85 percent. Mrs. Saridaki
noted that the increases for the two
towns jump back and forth from year
to year, depending on formulas
worked out at the state level, and
pointed out that Fanwood’s average

Fanwood Council Introduces
$9.95 Mil. Municipal Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil on Monday introduced a $9.95-
million municipal budget with a tax
levy of $6.1 million that is a 1.6-percent
increase over last year. If passed, the
average assessed home of $87,000 will
see a $40 increase this year. The total
spending plan is $468,000 over 2015.

The council will vote on the budget
Monday, April 18. Pensions and sewer
costs have increased over last year, but
health insurance costs have declined,
Councilman Russell Huegel said.

The budget includes salaries and
wages of $3,270,423 for 74 employees,
which is $25,000 over last year. A debt
service payment of $1,165,399 is in-
cluded in the spending plan, represent-
ing an increase of $61,485. The tax
amount in the municipal budget to sup-
port the Fanwood library is $381,257,
an increase of $17,665.

It was noted that the school district’s
budget will add a $400 increase for the
average assessed home in Fanwood,
Business Administrator Fred
Thompkins said.

In other business, the council
agreed by resolution to fund $84,000
for a contract that would perform
engineering surveys of the Fanwood
library site to have a better under-
standing of engineering costs that
would be associated with the poten-
tial redesign and expansion for which
the library has requested. It is pos-
sible the council could have a town
hall-style meeting as early as the fall
to discuss the plan with the taxpay-
ers the library has presented to ex-
pand its building that would allow
for more services and be ADA com-
pliant, Councilman Jack Molenaar
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

The library in February saw a 100-
person increase in admittance since the
month prior, said Council President
Katherine Mitchell who sat in as acting
mayor due to Mayor Colleen Mahr’s
absence.

The library continually has requested
for tutoring space and space to accom-
modate organizations to hold special
seminars and functions, but there is no
space to accommodate those requests,
Katherine Balch, a member of the li-
brary board told The Times.

The council passed a resolution to
sell, for $10, the caboose to Sterling
Hill Mining Museum, which will refur-
bish the caboose and have it on display.
Fanwood Police Sergeant Tom Jedic
secured the caboose from the United
Railroad Historical Society of New
Jersey and the borough received a
$100,000 grant from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation to re-
store it, but it never came to be. The
caboose will be transported to the mu-
seum in about two months, Museum
President William Kroth said. Fanwood
students visit the museum yearly, Mr.
Kroth noted. “We look forward to bring-
ing it back to life,” Mr. Kroth said.

The question of how Fanwood will

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AND THEY’RE OFF…Kids set off in a scramble to find treasure at the Scotch Plains Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, when
nearly 3,000 eggs were scattered on the Alan Augustine Village Green next to the municipal building. Other highlights
included a performance by the Terrill Middle School Jazz Band, face painting and an appearance by the Easter Bunny.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
OUTSTANDING SERVICE...Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola, second from
right, poses with his award after being honored by the Scotch Plains Volunteer
Firefighters Association with the group's 2015 Outstanding Service Award at
Monday’s Fanwood Borough Council meeting. With Chief Piccola are Scotch
Plains Fire Captain Joe Rodrigues, left, Battalion Chief Skip Paal, second from
left, and Captain Dennis Hercel, right, who made the presentation. Chief  Piccola
was honored for his many years of leadership and fostering of cooperation
between the Fanwood and Scotch Plains departments.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY GIRL SCOUTING...Fanwood Borough Council President Katherine
Mitchell gives a proclamation, Monday night, to Brunner School Girl Scouts
marking Girl Scout Week. Looking on are Brunner School Scouts from Troops
40329, 40846 and 40638. The Scouts also led the governing body and spectators
in the Pledge of Allegiance to open the meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN AND GAMES…Children scurry to and from games and a bouncy house at
Congregation Beth Israel’s Purim Carnival on Sunday in Scotch Plains. Purim is
a festival commemorating the Jewish holiday from the Book of Esther.
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Scotch Plains Muni Budget
$24.8-Mil.; Taxes $14.6 Mil.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will hold a public hear-
ing on April 19 before voting on the
2016 municipal budget, which will
feature a one-point cut in the munici-
pal portion of local property tax bills
— something that Mayor Kevin
Glover described this week as “his-
toric” and a “testament to the fine
work we’ve done” in managing the
township’s finances.

The $24.8-million spending plan,
which can still be tinkered with in the
weeks before the final vote, was in-
troduced at the council’s meeting on
Tuesday night and will reduce the
municipal property tax rate by one
point from the present $1.488 per
$100 of assessed value.

Total municipal expenditures are
projected to be about $190,000 more
than was budgeted for last year. Sala-
ries account for $9.635 million, a 1.1
percent increase over 2015, due to
contractual salary increases.  Other
expenses in the proposed budget
dipped from slightly over $12.1 mil-
lion last year to $11.9 million this
year. The appropriation for the town-
ship library is the state-mandated
$1,332,081, an increase of slightly
over $11,000 from last year. It’s pro-
jected that about $14.64 million will
be raised via property taxes to sup-
port the budget. Construction code
fees are anticipated to be $680,000
this year. Last year, the projected
level for these fees was $650,000 and
$867,000 was actually collected.  It’s
assumed that state aid will remain at
the $2,227,587 level that it was in
2015. The township surplus now
stands at $4,116,580, and about $3.1
million of it will be used to finance
the budget.

During a brief discussion, Council-
man Llewellyn Jones spoke about his

concerns regarding the forthcoming
capital budget, which is expected to
amount to about $4.9 million — about
40 percent higher than last year. He
said he was “not at all comfortable”
with the level of spending being pro-
posed and called for a “significant
paring back” of some of the items
included in the budget. He was joined
by Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella,
who felt that some items in the capital
budget could be switched to the mu-
nicipal budget and thus paid for im-
mediately instead of over time.

But Mayor Glover defended the
capital budget expenditures, saying
that “prudent borrowing has always
been a mainstay of this municipality.”
He also noted the predictions of some
a year ago who believed that the town-
ship would fall into “financial disar-
ray” after a tax freeze was enacted.
“That didn’t come to fruition,” the
mayor said, while noting that the
township’s bond rating was raised
last summer and the surplus was at
record levels.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution that will keep
sewer utility rates the same as last
year, prompting Councilwoman
Gialanella to state that she would be
willing to start a fresh discussion on
incorporating the sewer fees back into
the municipal budget. The sewer util-
ity was created in 2009 as a way for
the township government to avoid
exceeding state-mandated spending
caps amidst the hen-weak economy.

The council also approved — by a
3-to-2 vote, with Mr. Jones and Mrs.
Gialanella voting no — a resolution
increasing the amount of the contract
it had awarded Wallace Roberts Todd
in January to serve as downtown plan-
ner. The original $10,000 contract
will be raised to a maximum of
$34,880.

Garwood Mayor Vetoes
Ordinance Cutting Benefits

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo issued a seldom-used veto
to strike down an ordinance that would
have eliminated health insurance cov-
erage for Council President Lou
Petruzzelli, and the Republican bor-
ough council members who passed it
did not attempt an override that ac-
tion at Tuesday’s council meeting.

The move was the final blow over
an issue that has lasted nearly three
months.

The veto was only the second is-
sued by a Garwood mayor in recent
memory and first since Pat
Quattrocchi shot down a council move
to eliminate longevity pay for non-
union workers in 2011. Mrs.
Quattrocchi issued the veto despite a
4-to-2 vote by the council.

Because her veto was issued at the
end of the year, the council did not
attempt an override, Councilwoman
Sara Todisco said. The new council

again passed the measure early in
2012 and Mrs. Quattrocchi did not
veto the new ordinance.

Newly elected Republican Coun-
cilman Joe Sarno pushed the measure
to eliminate Mr. Petruzzelli’s insur-
ance coverage, saying it would cost
the borough more than $32,000 this
year and already had taxed the bor-
ough $170,000 since he was elected
in 2008.

Mr. Sarno, his running mate, Re-
publican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, and Councilman Jim
Mathieu voted to eliminate the ben-
efits with Ms. Todisco, a Democrat,
and Mike Martin, a Republican, vot-
ing against the measure. Mr.
Petruzzelli abstained. The three votes
was enough to pass the measure but
an override would require four votes.

“We don’t have the votes,” Mr.
Sarno said. “The thing’s been dis-
cussed at length. I think we know
where everyone’s position is on it. To
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Mountainside School Taxes
To Rise $70 Per Average Home

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The board of
education’s tentative budget as pre-
sented by Board President James
Ruban at last Wednesday’s meeting
will likely result in a $70, or 1.3 per-
cent, calendar year tax increase on the
average assessed home in the bor-
ough.

The total budget for the schools in
the district is $18,758,030. The oper-
ating budget for the 2016-2017 aca-
demic year is anticipated to be
$16,890,662, a 3-percent increase
from last year’s $16,427,436. The
debt service budget for two outstand-
ing bonds is anticipated to be
$1,716,934. Revenue from programs
such as the preschool program and
user fees is estimated to be $150,434.

The final budget will be adopted at
the public hearing which is scheduled
for Tuesday, April 26.

Mr. Ruban provided an in-depth
analysis of the board’s proposed ac-
tion plan for dealing with the
$1,197,523 shortfall in the operating
budget and for stabilizing the costs of
the send-receive agreement under
which Mountainside pays to send its
high-school students to Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights.

According to Mr. Ruban, the princi-
pal reasons for the budget deficit are
the state-imposed, 2-percent cap on
tax increases, an increase in the num-
ber of out-of-district placements for
special-education students and the need
to pay Berkeley Heights $1,079,541
for prior year tuition adjustments.

The board recommended closing
the gap by deferring $493,768 of the
amount due to Berkeley Heights and
postponing for two months $266,766
in health insurance premium pay-
ments. Several cost-cutting measures
will be implemented, including not
replacing a teaching position caused
by retirement and moving the special
education student summer camp pro-

gram to in-district. In addition, due to
the recent infrastructure improve-
ments, which were funded by a 2015
bond referendum, there will be a
$39,700 savings from replacing the
communication cables between the
schools with a dark fiber cable owned
by the district.

Mr. Ruban stated that the district
was “not kicking the can down the
road” because the deferred expenses
have been reallocated to years when
the high-school-age student popula-
tion will be lower than it has been in
the past. He noted that the current
number of seventh graders is signifi-
cantly less than the number of eighth
graders. He also explained that defer-
ring the amounts owed provides Ber-
keley Heights with a steady income
stream which will help ease the im-
pact of decreased enrollment in its
school system.

In response to questions from par-
ents, board members discussed the
many fiscal challenges posed by the
significant fluctuations in the costs
associated with the send-receive
agreement between the two commu-
nities which represents approxi-
mately 30 percent of the school bud-
get. They provided members of the
public with a chart which demon-
strated the per-student cost in 2009
was $3,053,475, while it will be
$5,159,805 this year. The percent-
age increase per year ranged from
2.8 percent to 17.8 percent.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky made a PowerPoint pre-
sentation regarding the district’s goals
for next year, which include main-
taining class size in the low to mid
20’s, implementing a PSAT pilot pro-
gram for eighth-grade students, and
providing an example of the analyti-
cal information which will be avail-
able via the student data dashboard or
Instructionl Improvement System
(IIS). The IIS dashboard provides
detailed data on each student’s aca-
demic performance. According to Ms.
Lubarsky, it will allow teachers to
target a student’s strengths and weak-
nesses and provide each student with
tailor-made support. Ms. Lubarsky
noted that there was no cost to the
community for the state-of-the-art
program since Mountainside was cho-
sen as a pilot district and all of the
costs associated with the systems were
being paid for via a grant from the
state Department of Education.

HEADED TO SUSSEX COUNTY…This photograph, circa 1950s, shows the
Jersey Central Lines Caboose as it was to appear after restoration. The caboose
has been donated by the borough to the Sterling Hill Mining Museum. Once
operated on the New Jersey Central Railroad, which ran through Fanwood, the
caboose will be moved to the Sussex County museum in a couple of months,
restored and opened for tours. The borough had acquired the caboose several
years ago but was never able to complete its restoration.

recycle came up again, after Harold
Clark, president of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Recycling Association, answered
questions that had come up at the town
hall meeting last month. He said tax-
payer dollars go towards the running of
the recycling center, and profits from
the sale of recyclables goes towards the
pursuit of good will by way of the
association’s many programs that al-
low non-profit organizations to take
part in the center. He said the center is
asking for guidance on hours of opera-
tion that would best suit the needs of the
community without increasing the bud-
get. He noted the Department of Public
Works provides a service to seniors and
handicapped persons where they will
pick up their recyclables and transport
it to the center at no charge. Neighbors
helping neighbors was a concept he
noted where neighbors could take
recyclables to the center should their
neighbor not be available when the
center is open. While driving recyclables
to the center is an “inconvenience,” Mr.
Clark said, “I think it’s worth the price.”

Single stream, “what’s it mean?”
Mr. Clark asked the council. He
warned the council that recycling
companies who provide curbside
pickup are not always recycling ma-
terials and the items end up in a land-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
fill. The council, if veering toward
that option, should ask the supplier
the percentage of recyclables being
recycled. “I think ‘Green Fanwood’
would want to know how much of its
recyclables are being recycled,” Mr.
Clark said.

“No matter what decision is
made…I have to say I like us all to be
cautious to whittling this down to a
values discussion between values of
those who want curbside and those
who want the recycling center…”
Councilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker
commented.

“I agree,” Mr. Clark rebutted. “To
take your stuff over to the recycle center
is inconvenient, you have to value do-
ing that… If you do it strictly on
financials there is no question, we are
the low cost. …So that brings you to the
question of what works better for people
and those are the question of value…”

“It is a question of what you choose
to do with your time,” Mr. Clark said.

“Not a question of whether you
value recycling, but what your obli-
gations are to your job and family,”
she rebutted.

“We could find a way in this
town…and have both the center and
enough curbside,” resident Harry
McNally said.

tax increase last year was just 0.57
percent.

The board’s public hearing and fi-
nal vote on the budget will be held on
Thursday, April 28.

Earlier, the board welcomed its
newest member, Debora Brody, who
replaces Betty Anne Woerner. The
board also honored the boys and girls
swim teams as well as the local win-
ners of the state PTA Reflections
Contest.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
THANK YOU FOR DONATION... Sterling Hill Mining Museum President Will-
iam Kroth, left, and Trustee Michael Pierce thank the Fanwood Borough Council
for the donation of a caboose to the Sussex County museum at Monday night’s
borough council meeting. The caboose, which once was operated on the New Jersey
Central Railroad, which ran through Fanwood, will be moved to the museum in a
couple of months, restored and opened for tours. The borough had acquired the
caboose several years ago but was never able to complete its restoration.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IRISH FOR A DAY…The Irish -- both authentic and self-proclaimed for the
holiday -- turn out in force last week at the four-day St. Patrick's Day Festival in
Scotch Plains sponsored by the Darby Road pub.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
WHEN WALKING ON EGGS, DON’T HOP…A sunny but chilly day greets
participants at the start of the festivities Saturday at the annual Easter Egg Hunt
in Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

At the start of the meeting, Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis led a ceremony
in which several new officers —
Rutland Paul, Jr. as battalion chief
and Joseph Rodrigues, Dennis Hercel,
Michelle Bowman and Dan Biglin as
captains — were sworn in, with Miss
Bowman becoming the first female
captain in the department’s history.

The meeting opened with resolu-
tions being read declaring March as
Girl Scout Month and recognizing
the 50th anniversary of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Muni

bring forth an override – I haven’t
heard anyone change their positions
– would be a fruitless endeavor.”

Mayor Lombardo explained his
veto in a two-paragraph memo to
council, citing two legal opinions he
said indicated Mr. Petruzzelli was
entitled to the benefits under a 2010
state law that while eliminating insur-
ance coverage for part-time, elected
officials, exempted – or grandfathered
– those already receiving them.

Mr. Petruzzelli started receiving
his benefits in 2009.

Mayor Lombardo also wrote that
he felt the ordinance put the borough
at risk for a lawsuit.

“If brought to a suit, the insurance
company covering Garwood will not
defend it,” he wrote. “I cannot jeopar-
dize, or put a risk, our community for
another potential lawsuit that we can-
not win...”

The health insurance coverage was
one of only several contentious is-
sues that have occupied the council in
the first three months of the year.
Another included the $1,500 stipend
for council members and $1,800 for
mayor that Mr. Sarno also tried to
end.

With council split 3-3, Messrs.
Sarno and Mathieu and Ms. Cuccaro
favoring and Messrs. Petruzzelli and
Martin and Ms. Todisco against,
Mayor Lombardo sided with those
against and the measure failed on
January 12. However, during open
budget negotiations the past two
weeks, Mr. Martin changed his posi-
tion and suggested eliminating the
stipends from the spending plan.

The council unanimously agreed
and it was incorporated into the
$7.935-million budget that was for-
mally introduced Tuesday night.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Mayor
The budget represented a $165,000

increase from last year and included a
tax levy of $5.959 million, or an in-
crease of $93 per average home as-
sessed at $100,000.

That was in addition to a $9-mil-
lion budget unveiled by the school
board which includes a $51 tax in-
crease per home.

At the final budget meeting on
March 17, council members trimmed
half of the original tax levy but still
did not appear in agreement (see story
on page 5).

Regardless it was unanimously in-
troduced in an unprecedented short
45-minute meeting.

“While there’s progress made on
this budget, to me it’s still not satis-
factory,” said Mr. Sarno, the only
Republican on the budget committee.
“However, voting to introduce this
outweighs my dissatisfaction with the
budget.

“We still have a public hearing and
we still have to vote to adopt it, and
there’s time between now and adop-
tion, and I’d like to see the public’s
input next meeting.”

Westfield Introduces
$41.2-Mil. Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
introduced its 2016 budget of $41,221,091
Tuesday with an 8-to-0 vote. Taxes will
increase this year at 1.73 percent, totaling
$1.469 million. The average assessed
home of $180,300 would see an increase
of about $50.

The average tax bill, Mayor Skibitsky
said, is over $16,000 per year, but about
$2,600 of that goes to the town, while the
remainder are funneled to the schools and
county government.

“This is the third year in a row we did
not pass through allowable exclusions,”
Town Administrator Jim Gildea noted.

The total tax levy is approximately $27
million, and represents a 1.98 percent
increase from 2015. Total revenue is bud-
geted at $14 million. Total ratables are
valued at $1.8 billion.

Total salaries and wages have increased
just under .5 percent and make up just
under 40 percent of the budget. This line
item is below the 2007 cost for salaries
and wages due to retirements and nego-
tiations. At the end of next year the town
will undergo more negotiations, Mr.
Gildea said.

The fund balance, at $974,344, shows
an $807,142 increase, and is being used
for capital improvements, such as new
equipment for the Department of Public
Works, Finance Policy Committee Chair-
woman JoAnn Neylan said.

Debt service is $2.4 million, and shows
a “manageable increase” of $88,681, Mr.
Gildea said.

Revenues total $14 million. Revenue
from the building department fees are
close to $1 million, and the town receives
just under half a million dollars from its
health service agreements for use of the
Westfield Regional Health Department.
Revenue from Parking fees are flat at
$1.8 million.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lance, Watson Coleman Launch
Re-Election Bids

Reps. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th) have kicked off their re-elec-
tion campaigns.  Ms. Watson, who
previously served 18 years in the New
Jersey General Assembly, is seeking
her second term in Congress.

Mr. Lance, who previously
served 11 years in the Assembly
and seven years in the state Senate,
is running for his fifth term in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Mr. Lance kicked off his re-elec-
tion with five events on March 6th
including one at the Cranford VFW.
He also held events in Flemington,
Mine Hill and Somerville.  Ms.
Watson Coleman launched her cam-
paign on February 18th in her home-
town of  Ewing.
Former Attorney General Del Tufo
Dies at 82; Served Under Florio
A memorial service was held

March 16th at Princeton University
for former U.S. Attorney and state
Attorney General Robert J. Del Tufo,
82, who served in the Florio Admin-
istration. He was U.S. attorney from
1977 until 1980 in the Carter Ad-
ministration.

Born in Newark, Mr. Del Tufo
graduated from Princeton University
and received his law degree from
Yale University. He started his career
as an assistant prosecutor in Morris
County.

He later served as chairman of the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey.

Suit Against LBI BOE
Claims Records Violations

The New Jersey Foundation for
Open Government (NJFOG) has
filed a suit in Ocean County state
Superior Court claiming that the
Long Beach Island Board of Educa-
tion committed multiple violations
of the state’s Open Public Records
Act (OPRA) and Open Public Meet-
ings Act (OPMA). The case is cur-
rently scheduled to be heard on Fri-
day, April 8.

The complaint cites the board
for violating OPRA by ignoring
portions of NJFOG’s records re-
quest and by making improper re-
dactions to the board’s closed meet-
ing minutes. Additionally, the com-
plaint accuses the board of provid-
ing NJFOG with redacted versions
of its meeting minutes when
unredacted versions of those same

minutes were on the board’s
website. The lawsuit also alleges that
the board violated the Sunshine Law
by failing to keep minutes of some of
its closed meetings, failing to keep
minutes that are sufficiently detailed,
discussing topics in closed session
which ought to have been discussed
in public, not holding a public com-
ment period during certain public
meetings and not properly advertis-
ing its meetings.

NJFOG filed successful lawsuits
against the Island Heights Board of
Education in 2014 and against the
Trenton Board of Education just last
year.

NJEA: Court Should Force
State to Pay COLAs

The New Jersey Supreme Court
last week heard arguments in Berg
vs. Christie, a case brought by public
employees challenging the state’s
unilateral suspension of cost of liv-
ing adjustments (COLAs) for cur-
rent and future retirees. No decision
was issued and no date was set for a
ruling.

New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA) President Wendell Steinhauer
issued the following statement:

“This case is about the state’s fail-
ure to live up to its obligations. New
Jersey public employees were prom-
ised a COLA when they began work-
ing. It was part of the compensation
they agreed to for the work they
did...Our members aren’t asking for a
gift. They are simply demanding to
be paid the compensation they have
earned for work they have already
done...

“This case is further evidence of
the need for a constitutional solution
to New Jersey’s pension funding prob-
lem. We have a lot of hard work ahead
of us to fix what the state has broken
so badly...”

Calf. AG Files for Senate
Being Vacated By Boxer

California Attorney General Ka-
mala Harris, a Democrat, has thrown
her hat into the state’s U.S. Senate
race, by filling paperwork at the L.A.
County registrar’s office in Norwalk.
She is running for the seat being va-
cated by Senator Barbara Boxer, who
retires from her post at the end of her
term in 2017, according to a press
release submitted by U.S.
USINPAC.com, a website for India
Political Action Committee. The
candidate’s mother is Indian and her
father is Jamican.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 301 Lenox Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ 07090 Union, NJ 07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com

An effective treatment of this condition can be performed by using a ND YAG (neodymium-
doped yttrium aluminum and garnet) dental laser.  This particular laser has an affinity to
fluids and can safely remove the excess fluids, damaged cells, and destroys the bacteria
with minimal damage to healthy gum tissue.  ND YAG laser treatment can also reduce the
swelling and eliminate the periodontal pocketing that can result from this gingival disease.
Often this procedure can be done without using any local anesthetic and the resulting
healing process is quick and painless

Use of Laser in Treating Periodontal Disease

Peter Louie, D.M.D.
General  Dentistry

Gingival hypertrophy also known as gingival overgrowth or enlargements are manifestations
of gingivitis, which is an inflammation of the gums. When left untreated, this can lead to
advanced periodontal disease, tooth decay and the eventual loss of teeth.  Since this
disease is painless, most patients are not even aware that it exists.

Much of the cause of this disease can be traced to irritation from dental restorations,
chronic plaque and tarter build-up and localized bacterial acidic byproducts that form
from bacteria metabolizing food stuffs trapped in that site.  The affected gum tissues
typically show increased fluid in the cells, edema or swelling caused by fluids and gum
overgrowth.  This condition is a perfect breeding ground for bacteria and a potential site
for systemic bacterial infiltration. Research between systemic diseases and periodontal
diseases is ongoing. While a link is not conclusive, some studies indicate that severe gum
disease may be associated with several other health conditions such as diabetes or stroke.

Notice the change in tissue.  Early detection is important and good pain-free results can
be achieved with use of this instrument.

Here is a picture of a typical gingival enlargement and the same area after being treated
by a ND YAG laser.

BEFORE AFTER

Before you commit to a
pool membership for this summer...

visit Shackamaxon Country Club!

Join in the
Celebration!

Come See For Yourself

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 23rd

4:00pm - 7:00pm
Tours, music, refreshments & more!

SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

The new swim complex at Shackamaxon Country Club
offers members amenities unlike any other in the area:
• A state-of-the-art resort style facility
• Separate adult area with swim up Tiki Bar, private cabanas, towel service, lockers
• Kiddie pool, children’s activities, swim lessons
• An elite fitness program with personal trainers, aqua fitness and more for

adults & children
• Fine and casual dining in a country club setting
• 18-holes of spectacular golf designed by A.W. Tillinghast 
• Year-round member events
• Business memberships with concierge service, meeting rooms and private

indoor & poolside events
• Limited memberships for individuals, families, and businesses available for 2016

For more information call
908.233.1300 or visit our website at Shackamaxoncc.com.

Freeholders Conclude
Budget Hearings

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal affairs committee
concluded budget hearings with de-
partment directors last Thursday. The
departments of corrections, economic
development, engineering and public
works and facilities presented their
proposals.

Overall, the county tax levy, as
outlined in the 2016 executive bud-
get, is set to increase $11 million to
$346 million.

Ronald L. Charles, director of cor-
rections, has requested three new full-
time positions and two part-time
weekend bail clerks. The bail clerks
are needed to handle the additional
workload from the state’s new speedy
trial and bail system as individuals
arrested on criminal complaints will
be placed in jail for up to 48 hours
until a risk assessment can be con-
ducted. Currently, most people are
released after posing bail.

Mr. Charles, who took over as head
of the department that runs the county
jail last year, said he wants to move
officers out of administrative posts
they are filling and “back on the line”
to reduce overtime costs which is listed
at $6.4 million in the proposed budget.

While admitting overtime costs at
the jail has come down from prior
years, Fiscal Affairs Committee Chair-
man Al Mirabella noted $6.4 million
is “still a pretty significant number.”

The director wants to fill 23 vacan-
cies  of correction officers, noting
that he is losing officers to local po-
lice departments and other sheriff
departments. He said 12 of the 16
officers hired in January already have
left for other positions.

According to the executive budget,
corrections is looking for a total bud-
get of $41.4 million which is almost
$84,000 over last year.

Amy Wagner, acting director of eco-
nomic development, said she is not
requesting additional staff in her $4.8-
million budget, which is only slightly
more than last year. The department
includes community development and
housing, the Division of Strategic Plan-
ning and Intergovernmental Relations
and the Division of Information Tech-
nology.

Joseph Graziano, director of pub-
lic works and facilities management,
has proposed a $17.6-million budget,
according to the documents. A total
of $142,142 is proposed in salaries
and wages for new positions in public
works with 6,771 more hours for staff
from a 35-hour to 40-hour work week

also sought. Another $11,000 is listed
for staff salary increases for promo-
tions.

He said he wants to add six more
positions in the shade tree division
for a total of 10 to handle additional
work. Last year the division handled
1,000 work orders, mostly for remov-
ing dead trees along county roads.

In facilities management, Mr.
Graziano said he wants to add four
new positions at a cost of $160,000 for
the new family courthouse, which will
be opening on Cherry Street in Eliza-
beth, and to handle extra work per the
new speedy trial and bail law. He said
two or three of those employees will
be paid between $32,000 and $37,000.
Other workers will be “mixed in” with
some paid overtime based on how the
new trial and bail reform works in
terms of weekend hours. In response
to a question from Freeholder Angel
Estrada, Mr. Graziano said he would
be willing to adjust employee sched-
ules if there is “ongoing, steady” work
on weekends to reduce overtime re-
sulting from the new law.

The county budget will be intro-
duced on Thursday, March 31 with
the public hearing tentatively set for
Thursday, April 14. Both meetings
will be held in the county administra-
tive building at 7 p.m.

Freeholders Review
Resolutions for Meeting

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County Free-
holders last Thursday considered some
30 resolutions to be placed on the Thurs-
day, March 31 regular meeting agenda.

Among them was one for a
$600,000-contract with Cumming
Construction Management, Inc., of
Cranford, for design and construc-
tion management services for a pro-
posed clubhouse on the Ashbrook
Golf Course in Scotch Plains.

The contract is in addition to a $1.2
million rennovation of the club house.

Also, a memorandum of under-
standing with the University of Medi-
cine of New Jersey-Rutgers, New
Jersey Medical School Global Tu-
berculosis Institute was considered.
The agreement would be for three
years at a maximum of $221,887 per
year with a maximum increase of 5
percent in the last two years of the
contract allowed. Andrew Moran,

director of public safety, said the
county’s portion will be $70,384 in
the first year.

The board is also set to approve
new three-year contracts on March
31st with the Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) 250, repre-
senting the prosecutor’s office detec-
tives and investigators, and
PBA250A, representing the
prosecutor’s detective superior offic-
ers. Both agreements are retroactive
to January 1, 2015, and go through
December 31, 2017.

Another resolution would allow the
county to enter into a memorandum of
understanding with the New Jersey
State Parole Board from the period
April 1 through October 1, 2018 to
accept $694,897 in federal Second
Chance Act funding. The grant would
be used to provide housing, support
services, and case management for up
100 former offenders returning to
Union County from state prison.

Lance Promotes Legislation to
Improve Mental Health Services

REGION — Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) toured the Carrier Clinic in
Belle Mead on Friday to announce the
introduction of legislation improving
the nation’s mental health care services.
He promoted his Expand Excellence
in Mental Health Act (H.R. 4567),
which would boost access to and
strengthen community mental health
and behavioral health services across
the country. The bill aims to expand
mental health planning grants in two
dozen states, including New Jersey,

through an initiative based on Mr.
Lance’s 2014 Excellence in Mental
Health Act that was signed into law
by President Barack Obama in 2014.

Last year, 24 states were selected
to work with interested community
mental health centers, federally
qualified health centers, veterans
clinics and other mental health orga-
nizations to design a state program
that meets the new standards for
Certified Community Behavioral
Health Centers.

.

Volunteers Sought for
Rape Crisis Center

COUNTY – The Union County Rape
Crisis Center is seeking new volunteer
advocates to provide guidance and sup-
port for victims of sexual violence.

The Rape Crisis Center is a divi-
sion of the Union County Department
of Human Services, supported by a
corps of volunteer advocates who are
trained to provide guidance and em-
pathy for victims, many of whom
have no one else to help them in the
aftermath of an assault. The volun-
teers are fully mentored and supported
by experienced, professional staff.

Prospective volunteers must be over
18, hold a valid driver’s license, and
have their own vehicle. The next advo-
cate training course begins on Tuesday,
April 5. If you are interested in becom-
ing an advocate, call the Rape Crisis
Center by Tuesday, March 29 at (908)
233-7273 or e-mail rcc@ucnj.org to
determine your eligibility.

See More Gov. News
On Pages 5 and 17

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HIGH FIVE…A little girl greets the Easter Bunny with a high five Saturday at the
Cranford Junior Women’s Club’s Breakfast with the Bunny at the Cranford
Community Center.
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For
 your

Table...

MARCH 2015
Prices effective:

3/23-3/29

Savings!

Di Lupo
PINOT GRIGIO OR
PINOT NOIR VENEZIE 999 Zuccotti

ALL TYPES 699

Wines &  Spirits

Glenlivet
Nadurra
16 YEAR OLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8199

French Oak
15 YEAR OLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6499

12 YEAR OLD . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4099

ALL
750 ML

Visit us online at... 
shoprite.com/winesandspirits

Scotch

BIG SIZE

Moet & Chandon 
Imperial NV

3999
750 ML

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

4499
750 ML

Celebrate!
A Time to...

Tanqueray
Gin

3799

Patrón
Silver

3999

1.75 L

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4999
1.75 L

Cavit
ALL TYPES 1399

1.5 L

Yellow Tail
ALL TYPES 1199

1.5 L

Barefoot 
Cellars 
ALL TYPES 1099

1.5 L

Liberty
Creek
ALL TYPES 799

1.5 L

Sutter 
Home
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

1.5 L

Concha  
y Toro ALL TYPES,
FRONTERA 899

1.5 L

Jack
Daniel’s
SOUR MASH

4399
1.75 L

Mionetto
Brut Prosecco

1299

Riondo  
Prosecco

GREEN LABEL ONLY

999

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

Bacardi 
Rum

LIGHT, DARK OR SELECT

1999
1.75 L

Fireball  
Cinnamon 
Whiskey

2799
1.75 L

Tito’s
Vodka

2999
1.75 L

12 YEAR OLD

Buchanan’s 
Scotch Deluxe 2999

Johnnie 
Walker Black 5999

Johnnie 
Walker Red 3299

Santa Cristina
Chianti 
Superiore 1299

750 ML

Chianti  
Classico PEPPOLI 1999

750 ML

Villa  
Bianco 1299

750 ML

Villa
Rosso 1699

750 ML

Santa 
Cristina
PINOT GRIGIO 1099

750 ML

Santa 
Cristina
ROSSO TOSCANA 1099

750 ML

 Antinori

 Kendall Jackson
•  Cabernet Sauvignon
• Pinot Noir
• Merlot

Sauvignon Blanc

899
Chardonnay 

1299

1599

Meiomi
Pinot Noir

1999
750 ML

Dreaming
Tree

ALL TYPES

1199
750 ML

Columbia
Crest
ALL TYPES

999
750 ML

Alias
All Types

999
750 ML

Mondavi  
Private Selection
ALL TYPES, EXCLUDING BOURBON

BARREL CABERNET

899
750 ML

750 ML

Santa
Margherita

PINOT GRIGIO

2099

Silver Oak
Alexander Valley

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

6999
750 ML

Ruffino
Chianti Riserva

DUCALE TAN

1999
750 ML

750 ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

 SUN  MON  TUES WED THURS FRI    SAT

        23 24 25 26
 27 28 29

Cointreau 3499
1 LITER

Romana 
Sambuca 
Reg/Black 2499

750 ML

Rum Chata 
Liquor 1999

750 ML

Gozio
Amaretto 2499

1 LITER

Bailey’s Original
Irish Cream 2799

1 LITER

Grey Goose 
Vodka
REGULAR

3699

Absolut
Vodka

REG. 80 PROOF

2999

Ketel One Vodka
80 PROOF

3999
1 LITER 1.75 L 1.75 L

ALL STORES 
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., March 23 thru Tues., March 29, 2016. We reserve the right

to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits Debit
Cards

Visit us online at... shoprite.com/winesandspirits

ShopRite

THE ITEMS BELOW 
ARE ON SALE!Sunrise Cellars 

the Wine Department at ShopRite 
Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE 
CONTROLLED  
WINE CELLAR Debit

Cards

333 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

1.5 L

ALL
750 ML

Cordials
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Letters to the Editor
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DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Nothing Warrants
Raises for Officials

Once again the Union County Board
of Chosen Free Spenders strike. I can-
not for the life of me figure why cur-
rently overpaid county officials feel
that raises are in order. Nothing war-
rants $20,000 increases which is more
than some people (voters) make in a
year to people that are overpaid to
begin with. It’s totally wrong.

The Hooray for Me and the heck
with you attitude needs very much to be
corrected, but probably won’t as these
people just don’t care for anything un-
less it benefits them. The cash cow that
they feel is never ending is running out
of milk.

Astro turf, golf courses, football sta-
diums are more important than pot-
holes poorly paved and plowed streets.
All of which cost us and empty our
wallets, the ones who get to pay for all
these fiascos. It’s no wonder that our
system is rapidly destroying it’s self.

So once again I thank the Union
County Board of Chosen Free Spend-
ers for leading the way with there self-
serving attitudes in this destruction. It
is totally disgusting

Michael Love
Garwood

Useful Information:
www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal
Date and Customer ID are

printed on your mailing label.)

Mountainside Schools Report on
Drinking Water Lead Review

Garwood Councilman Provides His
View of the Municipal Budget

In recent weeks there have been
concerns about lead in drinking water
both nationally (Flint, Mich.) and lo-
cally (Newark, N.J.). I asked Mr.
DeVico, our supervisor of buildings
and grounds, to review the current
state of our water pipes.

What follows is that explanation:
When the concern about lead in drink-
ing water first arose in 1986, the
Mountainside Board of Education at
the time requested that all of the drink-
ing fountains be tested at the Deerfield
School (the only school in operation
at the time). There was no lead de-
tected in any with the exception of
two fountains. These results indicated
that the main water pipes were not the
source of the two failed fountains and
only those two fountains were a prob-
lem. Subsequently, all water foun-
tains were replaced with ELKAY lead
free water coolers. Additionally, in
1990, Deerfield School had a water
main break requiring the replacement
of the main water pipe with a steel
pipe. Subsequent tests found the wa-

ter to be lead free.
The Beechwood School was never

tested for lead in the water because at
the time it was not operated as a
public school. In 2002, the entire
school was renovated with all new
water pipes, including the mains from
the street. The new drinking foun-
tains installed were also ELKAY lead
free water coolers.

We are in the process of retesting
our water fountains so that we have a
current reading on the water in both
schools. As soon as we get those
results (within the next few weeks), I
will share them with you. In the mean-
time, our water supplier, New Jersey
American Water has a website
(www.amwater.com/njaw/) that pro-
vides a wealth of information about
water quality based on zip codes and
can be accessed at any time. Please
feel free to contact me if you have
additional questions or concerns.

Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D.
Mountainside

The 2016 municipal tax increase in
Garwood’s 2016 budget is way too
high because our budget process stacks
the cards against the borough’s taxpay-
ers. That process of letting the bureau-
cracy craft the budget with automatic
increases from the prior year, then fight-
ing tooth and nail every change made
by the elected officials must be re-
formed. Until we Renegade Republi-
cans hold a majority on the Garwood
Borough Council, limiting the damage
is the best we can hope for. Here’s a list
of things we were able to accomplish
and some things we weren’t:

Councilpersons Sarno and Cuccaro
made their proposal to eliminate Mayor
and Council stipends, a bipartisan real-
ity saving Garwood $10,800 per year.
Councilpersons Martin and Todisco
changed their earlier “No” votes and
supported making Garwood’s Mayor
and Council earn the same amount of
money as the members of our board of
education and planning board. This is
one small measure of what we can
accomplish if we work across party
lines and come together for the good of
Garwood.

Councilwoman Cuccaro lead the way
on making developers pay the costs of
their proposed redevelopment projects
in Garwood, rather than having
Garwood’s taxpayers do so by cutting
funding to our planning board. The
annual savings to taxpayers is $10,000.
In addition, Councilman Sarno found
$34,000 in one-time cost savings,
knocking more than 10 percent off the
borough’s initial proposed tax increase
of over $300,000.

Councilpersons Cuccaro, Sarno and
I beat back efforts by Councilwoman
Todisco to cut funding for snow re-
moval and reserve funding for vacation
and sick time payouts to retiring em-
ployees. We also beat back an attempt
by the borough bureaucracy to elimi-
nate $8,000 in maintenance to borough
shade trees. We believe these cuts would

have been irresponsible and would have
jeopardized our borough’s residents.

Mayor Lombardo vetoed a council
measure to eliminate the $32,000 in
annual health and dental benefits going
to Council President Petruzzelli, bring-
ing the council president’s total take to
over $200,000 in borough funds by the
end of 2016 and nearly a quarter mil-
lion dollars in taxpayer dollars by the
end of his term in 2017. We call on the
Mayor and our Democrat colleagues to
broker a compromise whereby the coun-
cil president starts to pay something
toward his health and dental benefits.
Garwood’s taxpayers need the relief.

Democrats now claim that firing our
DPW superintendent last year will only
save us $38,000 per year because they
want to hire an eighth DPW employee.
Why was this alleged labor shortage
not discussed when Fred Corbitt was
being fired? We call on Mayor
Lombardo to distribute a corrected let-
ter and an apology to our borough stat-
ing that his claimed savings of $70,000
from the termination of Fred Corbitt
was false and that he and his Democrat
team did not tell Garwood the full story
when they fired Fred and put our DPW
under the management of Fanwood.

In particular, I would like to thank
Councilman Sarno for all the work he
did on the Finance Committee. He pro-
posed numerous cost-saving measures
that were shot down by the tax-and-
spend majority on that Committee and
on our governing body. His accounting
background, hard work and attention
to detail saved our borough thousands
of tax dollars and exposed thousands
more that can be cut if only we can elect
representatives who have the will to do
so.

Councilman James Mathieu
Garwood

Westfield BOE Budgets Nearly
Always Lead to Tax Increases

The Westfield Board of Education
has cracked the $100-million mark for
its annual budget. That is, tentative
approval of a $106.1-million budget
for the 2016-2017 school year. For
over-taxed Westfield residents and
businesses, an egregious move back-
ward.

Is there ever a time when govern-
ment does not have yet another idea
for spending money and actually cuts
expenses? President Ronald Reagan
observed, “No government ever vol-
untarily reduces itself in size. Govern-
ment programs, once launched, never
disappear. Actually, a government
bureau is the nearest thing to eternal
life we’ll ever see on this earth.”

To paraphrase another observation
of President Reagan, the Westfield
Board of Education is overfed as it
feasts on taxpayer money.

Of course public education is vital,
but there have to be limits to what any
school board takes out of the taxpayer’s
wallet.

The board states that the cost per
pupil is $13,140. And to think that
Abe Lincoln did quite nicely in that
one-room school.

Amazing that not much more than
60 percent of the total budget “is allo-
cated toward instruction.”

Rather cavalier of the board to pro-
pose a $194 increase in taxes to the
average homeowner in town. This in a
state, according to the Tax Founda-
tion, tied with New York State for the
highest taxes in the entire country.

Also according to the Tax Founda-

tion, New Jersey has the highest effec-
tive tax rate of any state in the country.

Is it any wonder that New Jersey,
according to the Tax Foundation, has
the worst business tax climate of any
state -- a title it has held since 2013.

The Tax Foundation notes that Tax
Freedom Day for New Jersey in 2015
was May 13. This means that we had
to work for the government nearly
four-a-half months. Or as President
Ronald Reagan put it, “The taxpayer
— that’s someone who works for the
federal government, but doesn’t have
to take the civil service examination.”

The board may say that it tries to
contain costs, but no amount of obfus-
catory budgetary wording can hide
the simple fact that the board’s bud-
gets nearly always lead to real estate
tax increases.

How nice if real estate taxes here
and across the state actually went
down. Then maybe people and busi-
nesses might reconsider their deci-
sion to move to a lower-taxed state.

Take note, according to USA Today
in an article entitled “More expected
to flee New Jersey as baby boomers
age,” “People are leaving New Jersey
at a higher rate than 47 other states,
just behind New York, which is No. 1,
and Illinois.” It is no coincidence that
these are three high tax states.

What good is the economy of a state
when taxes are raised to the point that
people simply cannot afford to live
there?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Board of Educations Should
Move Elections Back to April

Four years ago, school districts throughout New
Jersey were given the opportunity to move their
school elections from April to the General Election
date in November. The idea was that this would save
school districts money. Both Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood had estimated they would save up
to $30,000 a year by moving to November. This also
removed the public’s opportunity to vote on school
budgets. Nearly all school districts in the state took
up the November gambit.

In our view, this experiment has not worked.
Voters have lost the opportunity to vote up or down
on school budgets, the only part of the property tax
bill that they used to have a say on. School boards
that moved elections to November only are required
to put school tax levies on the ballot if they exceed
the state’s 2 percent cap, which, of course, excludes
several exemptions such as debt service and em-
ployee health insurance. Furthermore, operating
maintenance budgets have diminished and have
become instead bonded capital items to skirt the cap.

The switch to November has led to less news on
school board election coverage as this news is buried
behind federal, state, county and municipal election
coverage. Although turnouts were super low when
held in April, these elections at least were not com-
peting with other votes. Also, the move to November

has not triggered an increase in school board candi-
dates, who now have until July to file nominating
petitions.

In 2015, Garwood had only one candidate for three
seats and Cranford had only two for three seats, not
to mention an unsought unexpired term. Except for
Mountainside, all other local towns had just enough
candidates to run unopposed.

Under state law, a school election may be moved by
voter petition — “signed by not less than 15 percent
of legally qualified voters who voted in the district at
the last preceding General Election held for the elec-
tion of electors for president and vice-president of the
United States and is filed with the board of educa-
tion,” according to nj.gov., or by resolution of either
the school board or town council.

It is too late for this year for districts to move
elections back to April as town clerks were required
to be notified 85 days in advance, which was January
25th. Plainfield is the only Union County school
board that has opted to move the school election
back to April. The board voted to take that action in
November.

Summit has a unique system whereby the Mayor
and Council appoint the school board. Citizens still
have no vote on the school budget but at least they
know who to yell at.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lusk – Lazy; idle
2. Tuberon – A shark
3. Piligerous – Covered with hair
4. Braccate – Having feathers which

conceal the feet and legs

REREDEMAIN
1. Sleight of hand; trickery
2. Armor for the part of the arm above

the elbow
3. In military usage, the beat of a drum,

summoning to arms
4. A backhanded stroke

TINNITUS
1. A whistling or ringing in the ear
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. A skin disease caused by a fungus;

ringworm
4. Crude borax

LOUP-GAROU
1. A small globular vessel of polished

brass
2. A gold coin of France, first struck in

1640, in the reign of Louis XIII
3. In aviation, a downward spiral
4. A werewolf

GRAMARYE
1. Elements or rudiments of any sub-

ject
2. Great thanks; formerly used to ex-

press thankfulness with surprise
3. Grief; misery
4. Magic, wizardry

We Hope Proposed Partnership
Will Reopen Westfield Adult School

Last summer, the Westfield Adult School announced
that the program would suspend its operations after nearly
eight decades, beginning with the Fall 2015 semester.
Citing declining enrollment and fiscal challenges as the
reasons for the decision, the Adult School board neverthe-
less expressed hope that the school might possibly reopen
again in the future.

News that this organization was closing its doors was a
disappointment to many, especially given its longevity
and the diversity of its course options. The Westfield Adult
School has been in existence since 1938, enabling several
generations of students to experience a curriculum de-
signed to educate, enrich and to provide new experiences
beyond the traditional classroom setting.

With two, eight-week sessions per year, the Westfield
Adult School has presented as many as 130 courses during
a single semester, and has drawn enrollment from Westfield
and 20 neighboring communities. Many classes were held
at Westfield High School, although some took place at
separate venues.

Its courses — ranging from business and finance, to the
arts and hobbies, to social media and computer programs,
among others — have given students the chance to hone

their individual talents, learn new skills for personal or
professional development, including getting up to speed
with current technology, or cultivate new interests.

A lifeline may now be on the horizon for the organiza-
tion, via a proposal for the Madison Adult School to take
over administration of the Westfield Adult School pro-
grams. Under this proposal, two Westfield representatives
would sit on its board of directors.

During its March 1 meeting, the Westfield Board of
Education (BOE) approved a request from the Westfield
Adult School for a one-time, single-year exemption of a
$2,580 fee for use of the BOE facilities, to allow the
Westfield Adult School to potentially partner with Madi-
son for a reopening of the Westfield program next year.

We hope that a successful avenue such as the proposed
partnership between the Westfield and Madison Adult
Schools does indeed come to fruition, in order to give the
Westfield Adult School a second chance. Additionally, if
the school does reopen, we hope members of our local
communities will take advantage of its myriad learning
opportunities. We believe the Westfield Adult School has
been a valuable asset to the town and beyond, and hope to
see it enjoy a renaissance.

Brussels Needs Second Ammendment!Brussels Needs Second Ammendment!Brussels Needs Second Ammendment!Brussels Needs Second Ammendment!Brussels Needs Second Ammendment!

Kean Comments on
Terrorist Attack

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) offered the following state-
ment following Tuesday morning’s dual
terrorist bombings in Brussels, Bel-
gium: “The innocent people who were
lost in today’s cowardly attacks have
our prayers, and the brave responders
our admiration. New Jersey stands with
the people of Belgium and all of those
who stand defiant against this ideology
of hate and fear.”
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Former Soccer Pro Stresses
Concussion Education

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Taylor Twellman
was one of Major League Soccer’s
most prolific goal scorers. He was the
league’s most valuable player in 2005.
Then his life, not to mention his ca-
reer, changed in an instant.

In the 22nd minute of a game against
the LA Galaxy on August 30, 2008, a
match that had drawn 39,000 people
into Gillette Stadium in Foxborough,
Mass., mainly to see David Beckham,
Mr. Twellman dived to head in a cross
for a goal. He had scored countless
goals with headers. But this time the
New England Revolution forward
paid the price.

Galaxy goalkeeper Steve Cronin
came out to punch away the ball, but
instead inadvertently punched Mr.
Twellman. The ball went into the net,
Mr. Twellman fell, got up, raced to
the sideline, jumped and thrust his
arm in the air. As TV cameras fol-
lowed him, he turned to teammate
Shalrie Joseph and said, “I got a con-
cussion.” He slumped to the turf hold-
ing his head.

He finished the game. He finished
the season. Two years later, at 28, his
career was over, ended by the night-
marish effects of that concussion and
several others before it that lasted
six-and-a-half years.

It was a message Mr. Twellman
brought Monday night to Roosevelt
Middle School, about traumatic brain
injury, about recognizing the symp-
toms of a concussion and about the
necessity to treat them properly.
Through his foundation, ThinkTaylor,
Mr. Twellman – now a commentator
on soccer broadcasts for ESPN –
speaks at 25 to 30 similar events each
year, and four-to-five at bigger ven-
ues.

Mr. Twellman had suffered previ-
ous concussions, but this time he had
double vision, vertigo, he couldn’t
look at his cell phone for eight-to-
nine weeks. He turned to alcohol and
painkillers. He suffered from post-
concussion syndrome.

A theme he stressed repeatedly Mon-
day was, “If there’s doubt, you got to
get out.”

And the sport – or activity – makes
no difference, he said. While he said
soccer was one of the most common
sports for concussions, he more than
once referred to hockey, skateboard-
ing and cheerleading. He also refer-
enced football, although in speaking
with The Westfield Leader he said he
doesn’t talk about football because
“the essence of that game is to rip
each other’s heads off.”

He said the purpose of his appear-
ance was to prevent cases such as
Sanjay Sujanthakumar, a 20-year-old
Westfield High School graduate, who
suffered a concussion during his jun-
ior soccer season, returned to playing
quickly and now suffers from post-
concussion syndrome. With the
Westfield Soccer Association’s assis-
tance, Mr. Sujanthakumar arranged
for Mr. Twellman to speak.

Mr. Twellman was not advocating
the elimination of youth sports, say-
ing that he loves them – he played
four growing up including winning a
baseball scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Maryland. He noted that con-
cussions will occur in many sports
and activities. However, he implored
athletes and parents to educate them-
selves on the symptoms of concus-
sions and proper treatment.

He said if he knew in 2008 what he
knew now, he wouldn’t have played
for at least six months.

“Most concussions go away. It’s a
scare tactic to say every concussion
causes CTE,” he said, referring to
chronic traumatic encephalopathy, a
degenerative brain disease that has
been found in athletes of contact sports
such as boxing and football.

“I didn’t make the right decision. I
got punched in the face and I played
the next eight weeks,” Mr. Twellman
said, adding that he was part of what
he referred to as the 60 percent of the
population who was uneducated about
concussions. “I had no idea what I
was dealing with.”

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCUSSION AWARENESS…Former soccer pro turned ESPN analyst Taylor
Twellman addresses a crowd at Westfield’s Roosevelt Middle School on March
14th about sports-related traumatic brain injury. Mr. Twellman retired from
Major League Soccer after suffering from post-concussion syndrome.

Garwood Cuts Proposed
Budget to $7.9 Million
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Borough council
members trimmed the borough’s pro-
posed annual budget to $7.9 million
during a three-hour special session
on Thursday, halving the original tax
levy but still leaving a $93 increase to
the average homeowner.

After a series of back-and-forth
comments, suggestions and remarks
– sometimes contentious – the $7.935
million spending plan was cut from
its first iteration of $8.019 million
unveiled a week earlier.

The budget was formally intro-
duced Tuesday (see story on page 1),
with the tax increase to the average
home assessed at $93 per $100,000,
$8 more than last year’s hike.

Cuts in spending along with agree-
ments to tap accounts and include
more for revenue slashed the initial
$186 tax increase from the council’s
finance committee’s first proposal at
a special meeting on March 10. More
than two hours of wrangling Thurs-
day reduced that to $97.

Still, the budget did not have unani-
mous support. Republican council
members Ileen Cuccaro and Joe
Sarno, both elected in the fall, com-
plained the tax levy was way too high.
The municipal portion of tax bills
have increased each year since 2001
with the lowest being $39 in 2014.

Mr. Sarno and fellow Republican
Jim Mathieu voted no to send the
budget for introduction, but with Re-
publican Mike Martin, Democrats
Lou Petruzzelli and Finance Chair-
woman Sara Todisco – and Democrat
Mayor Charles Lombardo throwing
his support behind the plan, it had
enough backing for introduction.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma on
more than one occasion reminded the
council that state law mandated a budget
be introduced by Tuesday’s meeting.

The informal vote sparked a final
round of back-and-forth with Ms.
Todisco asking her Republican col-
leagues for suggestions as to where to
cut. That drew a response from Mr.
Mathieu, who complained that sev-
eral had been made but were rejected.

Mr. Martin then proposed elimi-
nating the $1,500 stipends for bor-
ough council members and the $1,800
stipend for the mayor. Mr. Martin had
voted with Mr. Petruzzelli, Ms.
Todisco and the mayor to reject a
proposal by Mr. Sarno on January 12
to get rid of the stipends.

This time, Messrs. Martin,
Petruzzelli and Lombardo along with
Ms. Todisco agreed, and the unani-
mous decision eliminated the $7,800
line from the budget. Mr. Sarno and
Ms. Cuccaro already had waived their
stipend. That cut $4 to reduce the

average tax levy to $93.
The budget that remained included

$33,000 to retain an eighth laborer for
the Department of Public Works – while
eliminating a seasonal employee, a part-
time office worker for help with ac-
counting and payroll and the potential
purchase of a $190,000 garbage truck.

Among the cuts were $25,000 for
redevelopment studies for the plan-
ning board, $10,000 from capital im-
provement projects and 1.5 percent
raises for non-union, non-statutory
protected workers.

Also assisting in reduction of the
tax levy were $15,000 tapped from an
account with $20,000 created by user
fees from the Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex and $35,000
from a surplus fund.

For a second meeting there was
considerable discussion around the
eighth DPW worker – this time in
conjunction with the department’s re-
quest for a garbage truck to replace a
1992 model. Mr. Mathieu said he
would not vote for an eighth worker
with the inclusion of the truck.

“Somebody’s got to give up some-
thing,” he said.

The DPW increased to eight men
without council approval. At the March
10 meeting council members would
not publicly discuss how or when the
DPW increased to eight men, citing
personnel matters that were the sub-
ject of closed executive sessions.

DPW worker Timothy Delgado was
dismissed on a vote of council at its
October 13 meeting following an ex-
ecutive session. Council members and
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud re-
fused to discuss the reason. Council
authorized the hiring of Matthew
Moore at its reorganization meeting
on January 4 to replace Mr. Delgado,
returning the DPW to a staff of seven.

However, Mr. Delgado was subse-
quently rehired on March 10, Ms.
Ariemma confirmed, following an
executive session on March 8 that
discussed a “personnel matter.”

Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Todisco ar-
gued for the eighth man, saying the
department eliminated a worker in 2003
to accommodate the state-mandated hir-
ing of a DPW superintendent, and it
was time to restore the manpower.

The inclusion of the truck, how-
ever, was in theory, since a bond
would have to be approved to pur-
chase it. Mr. Mathieu said if the eighth
worker was included in the budget, he
would vote against any bond for the
truck. That would mean four of the
five remaining members of council
would have to vote for it since state
law requires bonds be approved by
two-thirds of a council.

The council also heard a presenta-
tion by Tax Assessor Ann Switzer
about the possibility of borough-wide
property re-evaluation that would cost
the borough a minimum of $200,000.
She said state authorities were be-
coming aggressive with towns who
had not re-evaluated their property
assessments in several decades.

Garwood has not had a re-evalua-
tion in 32 years, she said, but the
assessments are still considered valid
because they are within a 15 percent
deviation of recorded sales. Ms.
Cuccaro and Ms. Todisco seemed re-
luctant to authorize the re-evaluation,
given the cost, no state-mandated time-
table for doing one and that the bor-
ough was still within state guidelines
for correctly assessing property.

Mr. Mathieu, however, said there
was rank unfairness to taxpayers in
only assessing property every third to
half of a century.

MAINTAINING WESTFIELD... The Town of Westfield recently purchased a
new Walker mower from Eardley T. Petersen, a local distributor, for the Public
Works Department (DPW). The mower will be used to cut smaller lawn areas and
properly maintain park and memorial areas. Pictured, from left to right, are: Doug
Petersen of Eardley T. Petersen,  Vinny Brodo, DPW staff, and Craig Gibson,
DPW downtown business district supervisor.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Budgets, Tax Bills Coming In,
Invariably Going Upward

Commentary

The bills are starting to come in.
And, invariably, they’re going up.

If you haven’t been paying atten-
tion, your local town and school board
are finalizing their budgets. They’re
not set in concrete yet, but the cure
time is almost over.

Depending on where you live will
impact how high your property taxes
will be going up. The final numbers
won’t be known until the Union
County mucks get around to releas-
ing the assessments per town based
on their budget – which – to no sur-
prise – hikes the tax levy by $11
million in the executive budget. You
also must guess whether you receive
state aid or not – probably not much
as Elizabeth sucks up more than $600
million in just school aid alone. And
then there is the sewer tax.

But a quick survey lets you know:
Westfield school taxes are increasing
by an average of $194 per home;
Scotch Plains school taxes will jump
to $199 per home; and Fanwood sky-
rockets by $390 per household.

Fanwood residents also will pay
$40 more per home in municipal taxes.

Cranford’s board of education held
their increase to about $41. Likewise,
Garwood is a relative bargain, with
school taxes increasing about $51 per
home, but the borough’s municipal

tax levy will climb another $93 – the
15th straight year the borough’s bud-
get and taxes have increased.

Mountainside school taxes will be
going up by $70.

As stated before, it’s not legal final,
but it’s a de facto final.

The school budgets had to be sub-
mitted to the Union County Superin-
tendent of Schools – a state office,
earlier this week for approval. The
school districts will get them back
next month and formally bless the
spending plans.

Similarly, municipalities have be-
gun “introducing” their budgets this
week. Fanwood did it Monday.
Westfield and Garwood did it Tues-
day.

But whatever thrashing and wran-
gling did take place already has oc-
curred.

At this point, only crowds – big
crowds – at the door with the meta-
phorical pitchforks, clubs and torches
will significantly alter the budgets.

We’ll go through another year of
those in Trenton demanding action
on property tax reform, and next year
we’ll be in the same place as we are
now — perhaps worse as Trenton
won’t even touch the more than $50
billion of un-funded benefits threat-
ening to bankrupt New Jersey.

State Legislation Would
Eliminate ‘Redshirting’

TRENTON — State legislation has
been sponsored aimed at curtailing
the practice of students repeating
sixth, seventh or eighth grade for the
purpose of gaining an athletic advan-
tage has cleared the Senate. The prac-
tice, commonly referred to as
redshirting, has been on the rise in
New Jersey.

The bill, S-381, would prohibit
school districts from joining volun-
tary associations which oversee state-
wide interscholastic sports programs
unless the association requires that
when “hold-back repeat students”
enter the ninth grade for the first time,
they are only eligible to participate in
interscholastic athletics for the ensu-
ing six consecutive semesters. “Hold-
back repeat students” are defined as

students who successfully completed
the academic requirements that have
been established for sixth through
eighth grades and who repeat one or
more of those grades for the purposes
of gaining athletic advantage.

Under current rules of the New Jer-
sey State Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation, which governs the state’s
high school sports programs, a stu-
dent-athlete is eligible to compete as a
high school senior provided that he or
she does not turn 19 before September
1st of that school year. The rules also
state that an athlete may only play
interscholastic high school sports for
eight consecutive semesters.

The bill cleared the Senate with a
vote of 39-1. It now heads to the
Assembly for consideration.

Bramnick Calls for
Bipartisan Action

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) issued the statement be-
low in response to news reports in
which Fitch Ratings warned that New
Jersey’s rising unfunded pension li-
abilities could result in another down-
grade if reforms are not implemented:

“When is the Legislature going to
discuss reasonable bipartisan pension
and benefits reform? Today’s warn-
ing from Fitch is another sign that we
must address these costs immediately.
I call upon (Assembly) Speaker
(Vincent) Prieto and (Senate) Presi-
dent (Steve) Sweeney to post the bi-
partisan pension commission’s report
for an open discussion and hearing.”
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Temple Sholom to Present
‘Jews and Baseball’ Talk

Ron Kaplan

SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom will present “Jews and
Baseball” with Ron Kaplan on Sun-
day, April 17, at 7 p.m. The temple
is located at 1925 Lake Avenue,
Scotch Plains.

The game of base-
ball served both as en-
tertainment and part of
immigrants’ assimila-
tion in America. Dur-
ing this program, Mr.
Kaplan will discuss the
history of Jews and
baseball.

Mr. Kaplan is an
award-winning jour-
nalist for the New Jer-
sey Jewish News ,
where he has been on
staff since 2004. He
currently is the sports and features
editor and also handles the world
news and commentary depart-
ments.

He blogs at “Kaplan’s Korner on
Jews and Sports,” which was named
by the New Jersey Press Associa-
tion as the best blog of 2014. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Kaplan blogs about
baseball literature and pop culture
at “Ron Kaplan’s Baseball Book-
shelf,” where he has interviewed
dozens of authors, artists, filmmak-

ers and musicians regarding their
work about the national pastime.

In 2013, Mr. Kaplan published
“501 Baseball Books Fans Must
Read before They Die.” His new

book, “The Jewish
Olympics: The History
of the Maccabiah
Games,” was released
by Skyhorse Publishing
in July 2015. He cur-
rently is at work on a
book about Hank
Greenberg.

Admission is free
courtesy of a grant from
the Ruth Rutenberg
Fund at  Temple
Sholom. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Founded in 1913,
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish
congregation led by Rabbi Joel N.
Abraham and Cantor Darcie
Sharlein. The temple and its reli-
gious school are home to about 250
families from the greater Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area. Temple
Sholom is a member of the Union
for Reform Judaism. For more in-
formation about the temple or join-
ing the congregation, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

COPS HELP COOKIE SALES...Natalie, left, and Angelina Skolar, with their
mom, Sandy Crespo, are pictured in their Scotch Plains home with a display of Girl
Scout cookies. Last month the sisters were verbally abused by a woman about the
cookie sales, which their mother then lamented on social media. The Fanwood
Police Department and other municipal employees responded with support for the
girls by placing orders for 250 boxes of cookies, with still more orders placed by
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood community.

Fanwood Police Spearhead
Effort to Help Girl Scouts

SCOTCH PLAINS/FANWOOD
— Selling Girl Scout cookies on their
own street in Scotch Plains turned
ugly for two little girls in February.
But as one of them now says, it was a
blessing in disguise.

Angelina Skolar, 9, and her sister,
Natalie, 12, now have boxes and boxes
of Girl Scout cookies in their dining
room, the result of a windfall of or-
ders from a community that reached
out after hearing that the girls had
been verbally abused while going
door-to-door.

“A woman appeared in the street
and started yelling at them,” said
Sandy Crespo, the girls’ mother. “She
started screaming, ‘No one wants your
(expletive) cookies; get out of here!’”

The disturbing incident prompted
Ms. Crespo to lament on social media
that the world has come to this —
cursing out Girl Scouts selling cook-
ies. Her Facebook post was seen by
Dianne Howarth, administrative as-
sistant to Fanwood Police Chief Ri-
chard Trigo.

“Dianne saw the post and contacted
the woman,” said Lt. Francisco
Marrero of the Fanwood Police De-
partment. “She started passing around
an order form here at headquarters
and at our Borough Hall.”

In a short time, there were orders
for 250 boxes of cookies from
Fanwood police officers and employ-
ees of the borough court and admin-
istrative offices. And that was just the
beginning. Word spread on Facebook
and even more people from across
Fanwood and Scotch Plains started
buying cookies from the girls.

“I lost count,” said Ms. Crespo.
“And the supplier ran out. It was won-
derful to see how many people cared.”

“I couldn’t be prouder of Dianne
and our police officers,” said Chief
Trigo. “It’s further proof that our
officers are invested in our commu-
nity.”

“There’s so much bad news about
cops these days,” said Ms. Crespo.
“It’s so great to see something posi-
tive come out of this for everyone.”

Old Guard to Hear About
Fate of Local Newspapers

Horace Corbin

SUMMIT AREA — Horace Corbin,
owner of Watchung Communications
and publisher of local newspapers in-
cluding The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times,
will speak at the Tuesday,
March 29 meeting of the
Summit Old Guard. He will
talk about “Local and Re-
gional Media: Their
Present Situation and Fu-
ture Possibilities.”

It is no secret that the
print medium has suffered
mightily from the advent
of the Internet. Once the
chosen means for the sale
of products and services, the print
medium has been replaced by the
Internet and advertisers have followed
suit. How long can the print medium
survive, and, should it survive? What
will it look like in the days ahead?

Mr. Corbin will present his views

regarding the present state and future
directions of local and regional media
publishing. He will use data compiled

by The Westfield Leader, a
126-year-old business, as a
model for analysis.

All age 50-plus active men
are invited to attend the Tues-
day morning meetings of the
Summit Area Old Guard.
Meetings are held at the New
Providence Municipal Cen-
ter, located at 360 Elkwood
Avenue, New Providence. A
coffee hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by a 10 a.m. busi-
ness meeting brightened by
singing and humor. Guest

speakers begin their talks at 10:30 a.m.
Old Guard members participate in

sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays, con-
certs and other cultural events. For
more information, call Jim Hewitt at
(908) 233-5507 or log onto the
website summitoldguard.org.

    Making both large and small improvements to homes 
not only increases homeowners’ enjoyment and com-
fort, but it also helps to attract future buyers. With this 
in mind, it pays to take a look at the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors’ 2015 Remodeling Impact Report, 
which says that kitchen upgrades, complete kitchen 
renovations, bathroom renovations, and new wood 

potential buyers. As far as exterior upgrades are con-
cerned, the projects that potential buyers deem most 

garage doors, and new vinyl siding. The report also 
points out that sellers can expect a complete return on 

     Consider investing in upgrades to your property. 
Properly planned and well-executed improvements 
not only pay for themselves, but they also reap 
added rewards when your property is appraised. We 
know the “bells and whistles” that buyers crave, and 
we can help guide you through your upgrading plans 
to ensure that you are realizing the best return for 
your investment. Contact us today to arrange an ini-
tial meeting. We will exceed your expectations.
HINT: According to the NAR “2015 Remodeling 
Impact Report” mentioned above, seller invest-
ment in insulation upgrades provides a 95% pay-
back at time of sale, while a new garage door 
would recover 87%.

Presented by 

Lorena Barbosa, Broker/Owner

Talks Real EstateLORENA

David Realty Group

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 

www.davidrealtygroup.com 

&  

HOME UPGRADES THAT PAY

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

908-482-8855

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Donations Are Sought For
Sold-Out ECF Fundraiser

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation (ECF)
will hold its second Tricky Tray
Fundraiser on Friday, April 29.

While the event is already sold out,
the organization is seeking donations
that can be used for raffles, cash, bas-
kets, items, gift certificates, sporting
event tickets and other such contribu-
tions. Those who are business owners,
season ticket holders or just someone
who wants to help New Jersey’s chil-
dren with cancer are invited to contact
the ECF by Friday, April 8, to make a
donation. All donors will be acknowl-
edged in the event program.

ECF is headquartered in Scotch
Plains but has statewide reach. A
nonprofit organization, its mission
is to provide a variety of specialized
services, at no charge, to any New
Jersey family facing the challenges
of caring for a child with cancer.

These services include in-home pro-
fessional counseling with a focus on
maintaining the emotional balance of
the family unit; material assistance to
include collection and distribution of
groceries, toys, clothing and house-
hold items; and financial assistance
that provides basic services that a fam-
ily needs to survive such as rent, utili-
ties, meals while they are in the hospi-
tal with their child, and, in tragic cases,
burial costs. For more information,
visit emmanuelcancer.org.

Donations can be made by con-
tacting Barbara Kopel at
bkopel@emmanuelcancer.org or
(908) 322-4323, extension no. 17,
or committee member Karen Stone
at kwaggnerstone@aol.com.

Program to Outline
Home Hist. Research
CRANFORD — Victor Bary, cura-

tor of the Cranford Historical Society
and a member of Cranford’s Historic
Preservation Advisory Board, will
present a program entitled “How to
Research the History of Your Home.”

The program will be held on
Wednesday, April 6, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Cranford Community Center. The
Community Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The Cranford Historical Society
and the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor this lecture/PowerPoint pre-
sentation. Admission is free and all
are welcome.

Courtesy of The Westfield Historical Society
DID YOU KNOW...That the building in downtown Westfield that today is the site
of Bovella’s was in yesteryear the Westfield Pharmacy? Located at the corner of
Broad and Prospect Streets, the Westfield Pharmacy housed the town’s first
switchboard, which controlled shared telephone lines known as a “party line.”

Schmiede Tree Expert Co.
Celebrates 60th Anniversary

Martin Schmiede

The Schmiede Tree Expert Co., es-
tablished in 1955, is celebrating its 60th
anniversary this month. The company
started its operation on a tract of land in
Watchung, N.J. on State Highway 22,
which it still uses today. The firm spe-
cialized in designing and
construction of Japanese
gardens, landscape archi-
tecture and subsequently
tree maintenance, but
changed to an exclusive tree
service firm in 1958.

Presently the firm em-
ploys a large staff and is
equipped to handle any or
all of the following ser-
vices: Planting, Transplant-
ing, Removal, Disease Di-
agnosis and Treatment,
Surgery and Feeding. In
addition, the company specializes in
Rotomist and Hydraulic Power Spray-
ing to control insects and fungus dis-
eases. Consequently, the firm has a
positive commitment in the improve-
ment of our environment by beautify-
ing and preserving our trees.

Martin Schmiede, the owner and op-
erator of the company, is deeply involved
in ecology and has geared his business
toward a contemporary view of tree care.

After a thorough training course in
forestry and horticulture in European
nurseries he received his diploma in
forestry and horticulture in Germany
in 1949. Mr. Schmiede received his
license as a State Certified Tree Expert
in 1964 by the Department of Conser-
vation and Economic Development in
Trenton, N.J.

From 1952 Mr. Schmiede worked
for the Eames Tree Expert Co. in
Watchung for two-and-a-half years and
then started his own business in 1955.

He has since built up his business
to one of the leading tree-care firms in
New Jersey.

Mr. Schmiede has since landscaped
large portions of the Garden State Park-

way with his staff. He did extensive
work on the trees of St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral and Rockefeller Center in New
York and maintained trees at the
Picatinny Arsenal in Dover. Mr.

Schmiede has planted a few
hundred shade and flower-
ing trees in Fanwood,
which gives him the feel-
ing of pride to have been
instrumental in beautifying
the streets and parks in his
hometown.

He has been a frequent
guest speaker for civic or-
ganizations and partici-
pated in school programs
on such complex subjects
as symbiosis mutations,
modifications, cross-polli-
nation, grafting, stratifica-

tion, propagation air and soil pollut-
ants and selection of disease-resistant
strains.

Mr. Schmiede looks back over 60
years of rewarding work which he
thoroughly enjoys. Asked what his defi-
nition of success in a seasonal busi-
ness such as his own is, he replied with
a smile: Success is that place in the
road where preparation and opportu-
nity meet. But too few people recog-
nize it because it often comes dis-
guised as hard work.

Mr. Schmiede is a member of the
New Jersey Society of Tree Experts
and a commercial member of the Fed-
eration of Shade Tree Commissions.
Mr. Schmiede is widowed and the fa-
ther of two children. His wife, Lieselotte,
assisted him in his business. He is active
in his local church, participating mainly
in church music. He is a freelance pho-
tographer and, needless to say, has a
great admiration for nature. He cur-
rently lives in Fanwood, N.J. and can be
reached at (908) 482-8855.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/forms/bulletin

Trinity Church Collecting
Funds For Clean Water

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, is collecting money
for the Episcopal Relief and Devel-
opment “Clean Water” program
through Sunday, April 10. Episcopal
Relief and Development, started in
1940, is the compassionate response
of The Episcopal Church to human
suffering in the world.

In many places around the world,
the fresh water supply is threatened
by various pollutants, climate
change and disasters. “Every 15
seconds a child dies from a water-
related disease somewhere in the
world,” said Deacon Clive Sang of
Trinity Church.

“The ERD Clean Water program
constructs wells, water systems, and
stations that both reduce the spread of

disease while promoting overall com-
munity health, well-being, and eco-
nomic viability,” he continued.

Donations, made payable to “Epis-
copal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity Church, or
dropped off at the church on Sunday
mornings or at the church office in
Witherington Hall on Mondays, noon
to 4 p.m.; Tuesdays, noon to 5 p.m.;
Wednesdays, 3:30 to 8:30 p.m., or
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serving
Cranford area families since 1872.
Sunday services are at 8 a.m. and 10
a.m. For more information about Trin-
ity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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SHADOWS INTO LIGHT...All are invited to join the congregation at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield for the final days of Holy Week with
services planned today through Saturday, culminating with the celebration of
Easter this Sunday. Pictured, percussion and brass usher in a festive Easter.

St. Paul’s to Hold Services
For Holy Week and Easter

WESTFIELD — St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church invites the community
to join its parishioners in observing
the final days of Holy Week, known
as The Triduum, leading up to the
Feast of Easter.

Maundy Thursday will be com-
memorated today, Thursday, March
24, beginning with Morning Prayer at
9:10 a.m. The Liturgy for Maundy
Thursday will take place at 7:30 p.m.,
including the Foot Washing, the Eu-
charist, and the stripping of the altar,
followed by a one-hour Vigil in the
Chapel of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul’s
Choir, led by Director of Music Charles
M. Banks, will perform Marcel Dupre’s
motet, “Tantum ergo,” as well as hymns
appropriate for this service.

Good Friday, March 25, will fea-
ture three services, beginning with
Morning Prayer at 9:10 a.m. The Good
Friday Liturgy will be held at noon
with hymns and music from the choir
and the congregation. The final ser-
vice, especially for children and their
parents, will take place at 3:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday, on March 26, will
commence with the Holy Saturday Lit-
urgy at 9:30 a.m. The Great Vigil of
Easter will begin at 7:30 p.m. This
liturgy includes the Lighting of the New
Fire, Prophetic Readings from the Old
Testament and Holy Baptism, culmi-
nating in the First Mass of Easter.

Easter Day, on March 27, will in-
clude three services — the 7:45 a.m.
Eucharist with hymns; the 9 a.m. Fam-
ily Eucharist with hymns and the Flow-
ering of the Cross by the children of
the parish; and the 11:15 a.m. Festal

Choral Eucharist featuring choir, or-
gan, brass quintet and percussion.

Music of Handel, Hancock and
Proulx will be sung. The choir and
congregation, led by Mr. Banks, will
sing the traditional “Hallelujah” cho-
rus at the conclusion of the Eucharist.
The Easter Message will be delivered
by the Reverend Andrew C. Hamersley,
rector of St. Paul’s, who also is the
Celebrant for the Eucharist. He will be
assisted in the Liturgy by the Reverend
Nathan P. Ritter, curate.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located
at 414 East Broad Street, Westfield,
across from the municipal building. For
more information, call (908) 232-8506
or access stpaulswestfield.org.

Community Event to Focus
On Youth, Teen Behavior

WESTFIELD — Here 2 Help, a
coalition of community organiza-
tions and concerned individuals,
will host a free community re-
source  presenta t ion ent i t led
“Youth & Teen Behavior: Typical
or Troubled? Resources for Con-
cerned Parents” on Tuesday, April
5, from 8:30 to 10 a.m. It will take
place at the Robert and Virginia
Bauer Family Branch of the
Westfield Area Y, located at 422
East Broad Street, Westfield.

A brief presentation on adoles-
cent behavior will kick off the
event. A continental breakfast is
included. Experts from various
agencies and organizations will
be available to speak with partici-
pants and provide information on

their services, including:
Caring Contact (crisis and sui-

cide hotline); CenterStone Com-
munity Wellness (mental health/
substance abuse clinic); High Fo-
cus (behavioral health and addic-
tion treatment); Imagine, A Cen-
ter for Coping with Loss; Jewish
Family Service (youth, family and
elder counseling); NAMI Union
County (National Alliance on
Mental Illness); Prevention Links
(substance abuse information);
Trini tas Hospital  Behavioral
Health; Union County Rape Cri-
sis Center; Union County Divi-
sion of Social Services; Youth and
Family Counseling Service, and
YWCA of Union County (coun-
seling for domestic violence vic-
tims).

The mission of Here 2 Help is
improving community awareness
and understanding of mental health
issues through education, basic
skills training and resource infor-
mation and to help break down
barriers that prevent people from
seeking care.

Registration is not required for
this event. For more information,
interested persons may contact
Deirdre Gelinne, Westfield United
Fund, at (908) 233-2113.

Paul Jackson Gala to Honor
Dr. Lori Swingle Gormley

Church to Sponsor
Blood Drive April 9

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will sponsor
a blood drive on Saturday, April 9,
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will take
place at the New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices Donor Center, located at 2279
South Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Donors age 16 and older are ur-
gently needed. Participants will be
able to relax in a comfortable re-
cliner, watch some television and
enjoy snacks and juice after donat-
ing. The process does not take more
than an hour.

Donors must satisfy weight cri-
teria, be in generally good health,
and have a valid photo identifica-
tion. Sixteen-year-olds must fur-
nish a signed parental consent form,
and persons age 76 and older must
provide medical clearance. No ap-
pointments are needed.

Dr. Lori Gormley

WESTFIELD AREA — The Paul
Jackson Fund has announced that
its fourth annual “Giving Hope”
Gala and Auction will be held on
Saturday, April 2, at the
Grand Summit Hotel.
The Fund will honor the
memory of Dr. Lori
Swingle Gormley.

Dr. Gormley, a 1974
Westfield High School
graduate, was a success-
ful breast radiologist who
worked at various hospi-
tals and centers in the area,
including St. Barnabas
Hospital, Morristown
Hospital, Cranford Diag-
nostic Imaging and the
Breast Center at St. Barnabas.

“We are humbled and grateful to
honor the lasting memory of someone
who gave so much during her life and
in her passing,” said Mary Jackson,
president of the Paul Jackson Fund.
“Lori, like Paul, understood the chal-
lenges of being disabled and was com-
mitted to helping those in need.”

Dr. Gormley held the Paul Jackson
Fund dear to her heart and her wish
was to raise awareness of its mission.
In her words, “Since being diagnosed
(with ALS), I have become more
aware of the needs of people facing a

serious illness or handicap. I am for-
tunate that I have the resources to
make life easier as a handicapped
person. Many people do not have

these advantages, and I
can’t imagine the hard-
ships they and their fami-
lies face without these re-
sources.”

The Paul Jackson Fund
is a charity that assists
individuals and families
who are in a financial
crisis due to a long-term
illness or disability.

The charity began as a
grass-roots effort to assist
Mr. Jackson, a Westfield
High School graduate,

Class of 1979, who became paralyzed
during surgery to remove a spinal cord
tumor. When Mr. Jackson no longer
needed the financial help of The Fund,
he assumed its leadership and began
helping other individuals and families
in crisis. Since his passing in 2009,
The Fund has continued to help those
who are in need and have nowhere else
to turn.

Tickets to the gala may be pur-
chased online at pauljacksonfund.org.
For more information or to donate
items for the auction, call Mary
Doherty at (908) 233-6110.

Everyone’s Welcome – Especially You!

Celebrate Easter at First Congregational Church
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Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

WNC Dance Recital
Set at Edison School
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Neighborhood Council will hold a
Dance Program Recital on Satur-
day, April 2, from 1 to 3 p.m. It will
take place at Edison Intermediate
School, located at 800 Rahway Av-
enue, Westfield. A donation of $5 is
requested.

Luncheon to Focus on Art’s
Impact on Environment

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will present its next
luncheon of 2016 on Wednesday, April
6, at noon, at Echo Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield. Guest speaker Patricia
Brentano Bramnick will discuss art’s
impact on saving the environment.

Ms. Brentano Bramnick sees op-
portunity as an artist to affect social
change by educating and inspiring
busy suburbanites to stop and re-
consider their relationship to the
natural world and their own proper-
ties through her work. She has said,
“We do not own nature — we are
part of it. We have lost our sense of
connection to community, each
other and with nature. We need to
change our mindset concerning how
we live and become more respon-
sible stewards of our planet.” (PBS,
NJN State of the Arts, 2012).

Her talk will be about how an
artist tries to educate and inspire
action concerning people’s behav-
ior towards each other and the natu-
ral world. Working closely with
the New Jersey Audubon Society,
she has transformed her property
into a native habitat benefiting
birds, bees and pollinators. She
will discuss her collaboration with
New Jersey Audubon and the work
inspired from this partnership.

Ms. Brentano Bramnick’s work
has been featured at museums, gal-
leries and arboretums across the
country. She was an Artist in Resi-
dence at the Evansville Museum in
Indiana; a recipient of a Puffin Grant
and the New Jersey Fellowship for
individual artists, as well as the re-
cipient of an environmental resi-
dency at I-Park in East Haddam,

Conn. She has been a professor of
painting and drawing at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, University of
Evansville and Kean University. She
received the Richard Kane Conser-
vation Award from New Jersey
Audubon for her work and commit-
ment to the environment.

This is expected to be a popular
presentation, and those wishing to
ensure a seat should call Mary Or-
lando at (908) 233-2930. The cost is
$30 for Westfield Historical Society
members and $35 for non-members,
and can be paid at the door. For Echo
Lake Country Club dress code infor-
mation, visit: echolakecc.org.

Further information on Westfield
Historical Society events is available
at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

TV-35’s Don Smith
To Give Tech Talk

CRANFORD — The public is in-
vited to join Don Smith of Cranford’s
TV-35 on Monday, April 4, for a
program at 7:30 p.m. on understand-
ing consumer electronics — from tele-
visions to smart phones to computers.
It will be held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

Attendees are invited to bring their
questions about anything technol-
ogy related and to hear Mr. Smith’s
recommendations. A 21-year mem-
ber of TV-35, Mr. Smith also has
worked for 15 years in local televi-
sion as a traffic anchor.

Admission is free and all are wel-
come. The Cranford Public Library is
sponsoring this event. For information
about other upcoming programs at the
library, visit cranford.com/library.

BLUEGRASS IN CRANFORD...The Friends of the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor a bluegrass music session by PetroGrass on Wednesday, March 30, at 7:30
p.m. It will be held in the Cranford Community Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. PetroGrass is comprised of musicians from Cranford, Garwood and
Westfield who have performed together since 2011. Members include Ed Majeski
on banjo, harmonica and vocals, Nancy Kelner on flute, Russ Kelner on fiddle, Joe
Petrozziello on mandolin, Greg Purachev on guitar, and Chaz Harris on acoustic
bass. Admission is free and all are welcome.

Floraphile to Visit
Parker Gardens

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will visit
Parker Gardens from 12:30 to 2 p.m.
on Monday, April 18, for a lesson in
terrarium construction. Parker Gar-
dens is located at 1325 Terrill Road,
Scotch Plains.

A member of the Parker Gardens
staff will instruct attendees on how to
choose the best plants, soil and con-
tainers. Questions will be welcome.
Guests are invited to attend this free
event. If interested in joining the
Floraphile Garden Club of Cranford,
or for more information on upcoming
events, contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like the club
on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.
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– Obituaries – Shari ‘Nana’ Nelson, 72, Was Devoted
To Family, Friends, Volunteering

Shari Nelson

Shari “Nana” Nelson would like
you to know that her work is done
here. She received a call, a sort of
offer you can’t refuse,
for an appointment from
which she will not be re-
turning. At 72 years old,
she died on Wednesday,
March 16, 2016, at Over-
look Medical Center in
Summit, N.J. She left de-
tailed instructions for her
beloved husband, chil-
dren and grandchildren
to celebrate her mission
here, which has now been
completed.

Shari was born on April
25, 1943 in Storm Lake, Iowa, to Tho-
mas and Dorothy Chapman, the oldest
of three children. Her sister, Sara
McCoy, still lives with her husband,
Mike, in Ankeny, Iowa.

After graduating from Fort Dodge
High School, Shari worked in Olson’s
jewelry store and attended Junior Col-
lege. In June of 1962, she married her
lifelong sweetheart, Bruce S. Nelson.

Married for 53 years, Shari and
Bruce raised their four boys – Brad,
Scott, Sean and Steven – over the
years in Wilmington, Del. and finally
in Scotch Plains, N.J. Possessing a
true servant’s heart, Shari faithfully
cared for her family and friends
through delicious cooking, baking,
including cake decorating, sewing and
crafting. She was a consistent volun-
teer and dedicated many hours to
leading fund-raising and support ef-
forts for the many athletic organiza-

tions with which the boys were in-
volved – Warriors Football, Presi-
dent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Athletic Boosters and oth-
ers.

Shari was preceded in
death by her parents, Tom
and Dorothy Chapman; her
brother, Tom Chapman, Jr.,
and her two sons, Brad and
Scott. Shari is survived by
her best friend and lifelong
companion, Bruce; her
sons, Sean and Steven, and
their spouses, Elizabeth and
Adrienne, respectively.
Shari was known as “Nana”
to her three grandchildren

– Lexi, Joe and Emma — and was
extraordinarily dedicated to them.
Nothing gave her greater joy than
spending time with them. Nana’s only
other loves were Chuck Norris, Peyton
Manning and Phil Mickelson!

A Memorial and Celebration of Life
Service, led by Pastor Carlos Medina,
took place on Wednesday, March 23, at
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield. Following the service, a cel-
ebration luncheon was held in Shari’s
honor at Echo Lake Country Club, 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.

Arrangements were by Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
www.higginsandbonner.com.

Memorial donations can be made
in lieu of flowers to the Alexis Kate
Scholarship Fund at Eden Autism
Services, at edenautism.org.
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Frank D. Starr, Jr., 80, Former Westfield
Resident, Worked at Johns-Manville

Frank Donald Starr, Jr., 80, passed
away on Saturday, March 12, 2016,
peacefully at his home in The Wood-
lands, Tex.

He was born on May 30, 1935 in
Westfield, N.J., the fifth child of seven
children born to Frank and Eleanor
Mertens Starr. Frank attended Holy
Trinity grammar school, graduating
from the high school in 1954, where
he met Janet Puccio, his wife of 57
years. He went to Middlesex County
College in New Jersey and the Uni-
versity of Houston in Houston, Tex.

After serving two years in the U.S.
Army, Frank began his business ca-
reer with Johns-Manville at their Re-
search Center in Finderne, N.J. He
was transferred in 1968 to Houston,
Tex. as a territory sales manager for

the Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth
areas. He retired after 40 years ser-
vice with Johns-Manville in 2000.

Frank is survived by his wife, Janet,
and three children, David and Kim-
berly Starr, Katy, Tex.; Frank III and
Cherri Starr, Corinth, Tex., and Linda
and James Mullenix, League City,
Tex., and two grandchildren, Kevin
Starr and Lauren Mullenix.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, March 16, 2016, at For-
est Park in The Woodlands, Tex., at
10 a.m. with a Catholic liturgy, fol-
lowed by a reception and luncheon.
Burial with military honors was held
at 2:30 p.m. at the National Cem-
etery in Houston.
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Victor P. Frette, 88, Was Family Man;
Enjoyed Gardening, Nature, Carpentry

Victor P. Frette

Victor P. Frette, 88, passed away
suddenly at home in Westfield, N.J.
on Friday, March 18, 2016, after a
brief illness with cancer. Victor was
born and raised in New-
ark, N.J. After high
school, Victor attended
the University of Ne-
vada, where he played
football, before being
drafted into the Navy in
1945. He also served for
two years in the Army
during the Korean War.
Victor had many success-
ful years as a retail man-
ager for Woolworth, W.T.
Grant and Rickel until
his retirement in 1995.

Victor moved with his family from
Newark to Westfield over 45 years
ago. During his retirement Victor
enjoyed playing racquetball, carpen-
try, gardening, working around the
house and vacationing with his fam-
ily. He appreciated nature and all its
creatures, who always came to visit
in his many birdhouses and feeders.

Victor was a true family man,
always putting his family first. Vic-
tor was a loving husband to Ann
Frette (Mantineo), celebrating their
62nd wedding anniversary on Feb-
ruary 28, 2016. Ann passed away
three days after Victor. He was a
wonderful father to daughters
Shawn Hoy of Point Pleasant, N.J.,
Sharon Dzierzawiec of Readington,

N.J. and Sherry Krakauer of
Westfield, N.J., and their husbands,
Bob, Ken and Andy, and to son
David Frette and Amanda Moser of

Highlands, N.J.
Victor also was a

proud and loving grand-
father to Steven and wife
Meghan Krakauer of
Dallas, Tex., Alison
Krakauer of Westfield,
Brandon and Brianna
Hoy of Point Pleasant,
Joseph, Jonathan and
Jeffrey Dzierzawiec of
Readington and Finley
Frette of Highlands.
Victor was looking for-
ward to becoming a

great-grandfather to baby boy
Krakauer. Victor leaves behind a
large extended family.

Victor was predeceased by his
eldest son, Victor G. Onofrietto; his
brothers, Joseph (Joe the Baker)
and Neil Onofrietto, and sister,
Dolly Scalamoni.

Victor will be greatly missed by
all who knew him. He was a great
friend and neighbor. A celebration
of his and Ann’s life will be held at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J.,
from 3 to 6 p.m., on Friday, March 25,
2016. In lieu of flowers, please send
donations to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16001077

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-025364-14

Plaintiff: FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA SADOWSKI, WELLS

FARGO BANK N.A.
Sale Date: 04/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/17/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand Two Hundred Sixty and
15/100*** $421,260.15.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 2409 Hamlette Place.
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
BLOCK: 7201, LOT: 18.01
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 109.81 feet x 26.67

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: southwesterly

sideline of Plainfield Avenue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty-Nine

Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Eight and 21/
100*** $439,548.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/24, 03/31, 04/07
& 04/14/16 Fee: $163.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000698

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-01605-10

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS TRUSTEE FOR THE RMAC TRUST,
SERIES 2013-3T

VS.
Defendant: ARETHA C. JOHNSON AND

KEVIN P. JOHNSON, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SUSSEX COUNTY WELFARE BOARD;
UNIFUND CCR PARTNERS; BERNICE E.
CAMPER; ATLANTIC CO BID SOCIAL SERVS;
NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL SERVICES;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 07/25/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sev-
enty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-
Three and 84/100*** $675,873.84.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 70
Portland Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT 6, BLOCK 22
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 75 x 104.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Watchung View

Place.
*Taxes - at time of inquiry paid through 4th

quarter 2015.
*Third Party Lien - Tax Sale Certificate #TTL

201501 held by US Bank Cust BV001 Trst & Crdt
in the amount of $12,793.07 plus fees, costs and
interest.

*Water - Private account; verification of same
prohibited without authorization of record prop-
erty owner;

*Sewer - Included in Taxes;
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety-Eight Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Twenty-Eight and 53/100***
$698,928.53 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
ROMANO GARUBO & ARGENTIERI COUNSE-
LORS AT LAW LLC
52 NEWTON AVENUE
P.O. BOX 456
WOODBURY, NEW JERSEY 08096
(856) 384-1515
4 T - 03/17, 03/24, 03/31
& 04/07/16 Fee: $208.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000435

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036260-10

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATIONS AS TRUSTEE FOR LUMINENT
MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-2

VS.
Defendant: LORENA CHAVEZ
Sale Date: 03/30/16
Writ of Execution: 03/12/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Five and 45/100***
$542,005.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 320 WILLOW AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 20 in Block No. 404
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 40 X 100
Nearest Cross Street: EAST STREET
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of

Willow Avenue distant 160.00 feet westerly from
its intersection with westerly line of East Street
and running thence;

PRIOR-LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TAXES OPEN: $2,965.42
TOTAL AS OF November 18, 2015: $2,965.42
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Seven and 49/100***
$565,207.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/03, 03/10, 03/17
& 03/24/16 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000631

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012869-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, N.A.,
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH COLON, JENNY MENA,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty-Three and
43/100*** $430,933.43.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 232 Haven Avenue
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 705, LOT:

19.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 54.00 feet x 92.50

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Mountain Av-

enue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
US Bank Cust For BV001 Trust holds in the

amount of $503.40 as of 01/12/2015.
SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP-SEWER AC-

COUNT holds in the amount of $266.13 as of 12/
09/2015.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Eight Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Fourteen and 67/100***
$458,814.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/10, 03/17, 03/24
& 03/31/16 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000646

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003896-13

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC
VS.
Defendant: JANICE PAPANDREA; MR.

PAPANDREA, HUSBAND OF JANICE
PAPANDREA; FIRST INDEMINITY OF
AMERICA INSURANCE COMPANY AND ANY
QUOTA SHARE PARTNER, AS INTEREST MAY
APPEAR; UNITES STATES OF AMERICA; JANE
TIBONI ESQ.; AMPER POLITZINER AND
MA1TIA LLP; JANET PAPANDREA; PNC BANK;
SCHENCK PRICE SMITH AND KING LLP;
APRUZZESE MCDERMOTT MAESTRO AND
MURPHY PC; FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT COM-
PANY OF MARYLAND; PATRICK B. ARD;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; BAYWAY LUMBER;

Sale Date: 04/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred Fifty
Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Six and 38/
100*** $550,826.38.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 629 STIRLING
PLACE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 4002, Lot
14.

The dimensions are approximately 50 feet
wide by 137 feet long.

Nearest cross street: Livingston Street
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$180.84.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Seven

Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Nine and 05/100***
$567,249.05 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 03/10, 03/17, 03/24
& 03/31/16 Fee: $212.16

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000702

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-052443-14

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC
VS.
Defendant: FRANCIS L PICURRO
Sale Date: 04/13/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Sixty-One
and 85/100*** $432,761.85.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 522 CICILIA PLACE,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07067

It is known and designated as Block 301, Lot
22 FKA BLOCK 27 LOT 20.

The dimensions are approximately: 50 feet
wide by 125 feet long (irregular).

Nearest cross street: East Second Street.
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$260.28.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-
sand Five Hundred Twenty-Nine and 45/100***
$445,529.45 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG &
NORGAARD, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 03/17, 03/24, 03/31
& 04/07/16 Fee: $189.72

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000794

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-20192-14

Plaintiff: LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JESSE FALVEY AND SURGICAL

ASSOCIATES OF CENTRAL, AND STATE OF
NEW JERSEY AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 04/20/2016
Writ of Execution: 12/09/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Nineteen Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Two
and 29/100*** $519,462.29.

The property to be sold is located in Borough
of Fanwood in the County of Union, and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 71 La Grande Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No. 16, Block 56
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 50 feet

wide by 115 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Farley Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Thirty-Two Thou-

sand Twenty-Four and 15/100*** $532,024.15
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE, STE 406
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 03/24, 03/31, 04/07
& 04/14/16 Fee: $155.04

www.goleader.com

Ann Frette (Mantineo), 85, Loved
Family, Reading and Gardening

Ann Frette

Ann Frette (Mantineo), 85, passed
away suddenly at home in Westfield,
N.J. on Monday, March 21, 2016, of
a broken heart, three days after her
loving husband, Victor.

Ann was born and
raised in Newark, N.J.
During high school, Ann
met Victor, and they
were married in 1954,
celebrating their 62nd
wedding anniversary on
February 28, 2016.

Ann raised her five
children and made a
beautiful home in
Westfield for her fam-
ily. She started working
at Finast Food Stores, now Stop &
Shop, in 1977 and reluctantly re-
tired at age 83 after 36 years of
proud and dedicated service. Her
loyal customers would choose to go
on her checkout line, gave her
Christmas gifts, and she would be
recognized wherever she traveled
with her family. Ann enjoyed spend-
ing time and vacationing with her
family, reading, gardening, and con-
necting on Facebook.

Ann was a loving wife to Victor P.
Frette, who recently passed away
after a brief illness with cancer. She
was a wonderful mother to daugh-
ters Shawn Hoy of Point Pleasant,
N.J.,  Sharon Dzierzawiec of
Readington, N.J., and Sherry

Krakauer of Westfield, N.J., and
their husbands, Bob, Ken and Andy,
and to son David Frette and Amanda
Moser of Highlands, N.J.

Ann also was a proud
and loving grandmother
to Steven and wife
Meghan Krakauer of
Dallas, Tex., Alison
Krakauer of Westfield,
Brandon and Brianna
Hoy of Point Pleasant,
Joseph, Jonathan and
Jeffrey Dzierzawiec of
Readington and Finley
Frette of Highlands. Ann
was looking forward to
becoming a great-grand-

mother to baby boy Krakauer.
Ann was predeceased by her el-

dest son, Victor G. Onofrietto, and
her brother, John Mantineo. Ann is
survived by her brother, Joseph
Mantineo; sisters, Stella Blandino
and Helen Richlan, and a large ex-
tended family.

Ann will be greatly missed by all
who knew her. She was a great friend
and neighbor. A celebration of her
and Victor’s life will be held at
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield, N.J.,
from 3 to 6 p.m., on Friday, March
25, 2016. In lieu of flowers, please
send donations to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

March 24, 2016
Donna M. Saliola, 69, Enjoyed Family,

Beach, Boating, Atlantic City Trips
Donna M. (Aloia) Saliola, 69, of

Westfield passed away on Thursday,
March 17, 2016, after a year-long
battle with pancreatic cancer.

Donna was born in Garwood, N.J.
on December 23, 1946 and moved to
Westfield shortly after birth. She
graduated from Westfield High
School in 1965. She had worked for
Zurich Insurance Company until re-
tiring in 2009.

Donna’s main goal in life was to
spend time with her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren, who knew
her best as “Nonna.” She enjoyed the
beach, boating, and trips to Atlantic
City. Donna had a second residence
in Toms River, N.J., where she was an
active member of the Green Island

Community Association.
Donna was predeceased by her

parents, Thomas and Frances Aloia,
and two sisters, Corinne Clark and
Dorothy Galarza. She is survived by
her beloved husband of 48 years,
George; her three devoted daughters,
Debbie Merlino and her husband,
John, Denise Bedoya and her hus-
band, Mike, and Deena McArdle, and
two brothers, Thomas Aloia and his
wife, Sue, and Frank Aloia. Also sur-
viving are her six grandchildren, John,
Juliana, Sophia and Isabella Merlino
and Morgan and Daniel McArdle,
and two step-grandchildren, Alizette
and Aiden Bedoya. Donna cherished
her grandchildren and loved them all
unconditionally.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Tuesday, March 22, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

To send a message of condolence,
visit the website at
dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

March 24, 2016

Suzanne L. Gautier, 72, of Fanwood;
Was Talented Pianist and Writer

Suzanne Linda “Suzy” Gautier,
72, of Fanwood, N.J., passed away
in her home on Saturday, March 12.

Suzy was born in Plainfield to
Elizabeth (Woodruff) and Arsene
Gautier on August 27, 1943. She
graduated ninth in her class from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 1961. Suzy earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in Com-
parative Literature from Indiana
University, where she completed a
Russian Studies program. There-
after she worked in New York City
translating Russian documents and
writing for Dell Publishing.

Suzanne is survived by her sis-
ter, Suzette, of Berkeley, Calif.;
daughter, Jennifer Taube Raphaels;
daughter, Molly Taube; son-in-law,

Clayton Williams; daughter, Amy
Taube Kaylor; son-in-law, Adrian
Kaylor, and her two beloved grand-
daughters, Elizabeth and Audrey
Raphaels.

Suzanne pursued many interests,
earning her living as an estate ac-
countant in later life. Suzy was an
award-winning pianist, inventor of
board games, and a very capable
poet and screenwriter.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations in her name may be made
to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital at stjude.org, 1-(800) 822-
6344, or to People for Animals at
pfaonline.org, (973) 282-0890.
These are two of the many chari-
ties to which she contributed.

March 24, 2016

F-SP Committee Announces
Concert and Parade Dates

FANWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— The 2016 Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee has announced that its an-
nual concert and parade will be held
on Sunday, May 29, and Monday,
May 30, respectively. The theme of
this year’s parade is “America The
Beautiful,” while the concert is en-
titled “A Tribute to Fallen Heroes.”

“The sacrifices of the members
of our armed forces throughout our
country’s history enable us to have
the freedoms that we enjoy today,”
said Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.
“It is important for us as a nation
and as a community to honor the
sacrifices that our brave service men
and women have made.”

“The third stanza of ‘America The
Beautiful’ reminds us, ‘O beautiful for
heroes proved in liberating strife. Who
more than self their country loved and
mercy more than life’,” said Scotch
Plains Mayor Kevin Glover. “Our
military’s love of country, their will-
ingness to face danger and pay the
ultimate sacrifice, will never be for-
gotten in our communities.”

The fifth annual Memorial Day
Concert will take place at the Alan
Augustine Village Green on Park
Avenue, adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, beginning at 6:30
p.m. The Westfield Community Band
will play patriotic tunes and tradi-
tional marches. The program will in-
clude the reading of letters written by
members of the United States mili-
tary to their loved ones back home.

The following day, starting at 10:45
a.m. at the gazebo at Park Avenue and
Front Street in downtown Scotch
Plains, the 2016 Memorial Day Pa-
rade will proceed along Park Avenue
to Martine Avenue into downtown
Fanwood. The parade ends at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood.

The annual parade is funded by the
Township of Scotch Plains and the
Borough of Fanwood. The concert is
presented through the generosity of lo-
cal donors – individuals, businesses
and community organizations – that
underwrite the expenses of staging the
concert. Donation checks can be made
payable to: Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee, Township of Scotch Plains, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
For questions about donation levels,
call (908) 322-6700, extension no. 313.

Cranford Recreation Still
Has Spring 2016 Openings

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that there are still
openings in its Spring 2016 pro-
grams. The openings are in classes
listed as follows:

Preschool and Kinder Programs
— All Sports for Kids, Fridays
With My First Friends, Kinder
Gym, Kinder Tots,  Kinder
Bookclub, Kinder Yoga, Kinder
Cooking & Arts & Crafts, Mommy
& Me Music, Pre-school Arts &
Crafts, and Science Matters.

Youth Programs — Cool Chem-
istry, Electronic Game Design, El-
ementary Cooking, Fashion First
Workshop, Fun with Physics, Golf
for Juniors, Jr. Rock – Intro to

Rock Camp, Guitar/Keyboard 101,
Kid Safe Self Defense, Kids Sew-
ing,  Lego Robotics,
Lights!Camera!Kids!Action! ,
Lit t le  Baker ’s  Workshop,
Minecraft, Schoolhouse Chess
(new),  Science Matters,
Scrapbooking, Spring Break Mini
Sewing Camp (new) and Quilting
(Beginners).

Adult Programs — Beginner
Quilting, Body Barre, Cardio
Kickboxing (new), Piano, Power
Yoga, Scrapbooking, TRX Suspen-
sion (new) and Yoga.

Classes are for residents of
Cranford exclusively. For addi-
tional information, interested per-
sons are invited to call the Cranford
Community Center at (908) 709-
7283.

Crescent Concerts
To Feature Schubert
AREA — Crescent Concerts will

present “Simply Schubert” on Satur-
day, April 9, at 7 p.m., at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church. The
church is located at 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield.

Under the direction of F. Allen Artz,
III, the Crescent Choral Society and
soloists will perform works by Aus-
trian composer Franz Schubert, ac-
companied by full orchestra. Tickets
cost between $5 and $20. For more
information, call (908) 756-2468 or
visit crescentconcerts.org.
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Grade 6
High Honor Roll

Andrew Abrantes, Alice Bachman,
Janet Bai, Marin Brace, Ariel Bur-
man, Avery Burman, Joshua Chan,
Victoria Cirillo, Sofia Ciullo, Amelia
Collins, Jack Devine, Samantha
Edelman, Amanda Filipski, Ivana
Fontora, Alessandro Frias, Audrey
Gabbai, Alexa Gingold, Alyssa
Glickstein, Alina Gonzalez, Raahil
Gunaratne, Amanda Hill, Matthew
Hui, Robert Lerner, Noah Levy,
Zachary Levy, Olivia Linderman,
Eamonn McGovern, Ava McKenzie,
Gabriel Melville, Fatima Mirza,
Gavin Morrobel, Kayla Morrow, Rory
Moser, Isaiah Nathaniel, Aditya
Phatak, Elle Priesing, Jessica Rojek,
Noah Sadler, Sydney Sadler, Joshua
Seewald, Sophie Shapiro, Anna
Sicoli, Emily Sicoli, Victoria Solsky,
Rebecca Strug, Isaac Tu, Caitlyn Van
Dusky, Megan Walsh, Julianna War-
ren, Jamie Weinberg, Vivian Worley,
Alexandra Xu, Julia Yick, Andrew Yu

Grade 6
Honor Roll

Bridget Abbott, Mary Adekunle,
Aditya Aggarwal, Dana Ascolesi, Kai
Bobrow, Julia Bonhote, Meagan
Bourke, John Burke, Anthony Cerino,
Colin Clarke, Sebastian Clarke, Sofia
Corsaro, Gabriella Crona, Brandon
DiDario, Isabel Elimu, Bridget Ennis,
Evan Fitzgerald, Joshua Gabbai,
Patricia Gillen, Lindsey Goldberg,
Catherine Grandmaison, Aidan
Heifetz, Megan Hillyer, Lily Hughes,
Amir Johnson, Jacob Kanterman,
Joseph Kaplan, Ethan Kelly, Adam
Kiell, Andrew Kipp, Riya Kishen,
Dylan Klein, Sophia Lerner, Mat-
thew Levine, Noa Levine, Annette
Liang, Alexander Lo, Lauren
Magrino, Ellora Majumdar, Emi
Makimura, Haley Martin, Julian
Martin, Caitlin Maughan, Brandon
Melnitsky, Allison Miller, Michael
Minniti, Jake Monroy, Aidan Mooney,
Aislinn Mooney, Ava Musano, Shyana
Nanshah, Kyle Nolan, Matthew
Power, Gabriella Pugliese, Elina Puri,
Grace Regan, Benjamin Root, Peri
Roper, Morgan Ryan, Evan Sena,
Tyler Sinetar, Keeran Sivaneri, Mor-
gan Switsky, Lucas Vega, Skyler
Wadleigh, Samantha Walden, Zachary
Winigrad, Eliyah Wong, Thomas
Wright, Victor Zhang

Grade 7
High Honor Roll

Manasvini Anjaria, Jack Bard, Julia
Blaschak, Jordan Choi, Juliette Ciullo,
Christopher Colasanti, Danielle
Coyne, John Dazzo, Macy Doll, Katie
Dore, Ryan Eng, Maura Farrell,
Riyaan Gunaratne, Eve Harrison,
Marlena Holston, Meredith Hough,
Kayla Hsu, Daniela Jayinski, Luke
Jones, Jordan Katz, Jonah Leibowitz,
Corinne Lyght, Arden Macneil, Clare
McGuinness, Mae Merkle, Vincent
Milano, Emilia Nathan, Natalia Nervi,
Ohm Parikh, Elisabeth Pickel, Lisa
Ritter, Miles Roper, Abigail Ryan,
Erica Schug, Alexa Seefeldt, Peter
Shih, Serena Sirchio, Rachel Small,
Felicia Su, Maya Waldman, Carly
Walker, Allison Weisser, Alexander
Werkheiser, Jamie Wirth, Ciara
Worthey

Grade 7
Honor Roll

Ezri Abraham, Kieren Adams,
Oluwaseun Adekunle, Ryan Agnello,
Jesse Artz, Liam Avila, Gabriel
Bachman, Tobias Bachman, Tracy
Bagdonas, William Barnett, Anani
Battle, Sofia Beardsley, Devon
Botney, Grace Brennan, Abigail
Colao, Charles Coolidge, Dante
Corsaro, Yeda Couto-Erickson,
Michael Coyle, Katherine DeFouw,
Matthew Dembiec, Michael DePaola,
Colin Dickscheid, Sofia Dietze, Jo-
seph Diquollo, Dylan Dombrowski,
Kaleigh Einhorn, Gabriella Essenfeld,
Conor Feeney, William Felcone,
Hannah Filler, Justyanna Fortna,
Joshua Fox, Jamie Frank, Benjamin
Freedman, Ava Gelling, Alexis
Gutierrez, Abigail Hanvey, Ethan
Heifetz, Rebecca Hernandez, Lily
Holston, Jackson Hopkins, Taylor
Hopkins, Ryan Jones, Zuri Kennedy,
Joseph Kern, Emily Kessler, Hailey
Kinard, Benjamin Krauss, Gabrielle
Lancaster, Joseph Larmore, Matthew
London, Megan Lozito, Jack Masella,

Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School - 2nd Marking Period

Erin McNulty, Sean Merkle, James
Middleton, Emily Muench, Anthony
Ngumah, Max Niessen, Maxwell
Oross, Nicole Oslislo, Michael
Paleski, Derek Porter, Julian Rijo,
Matthew Rodriguez, Matthew
Sabony, Maximilian Salameh, Rohan
Shah, Leo Shear, Caitlyn Sinagra,
Christopher Skwirut, Daniel Soler,
Nathaniel Sta Rosa, Alexandra
Swiatek, Matthew Syvertsen, Haley
Tavares, Mackenzie Trenk, Arianna
Ursino, Giorgiana Vacca, Remi
Ventura, Ryann Wall, Zoe Wernsing,
Kyle Wester

Grade 8
High Honor Roll

Nicole Agwu, Connor Alchus,
Delaney Baliko, Joseph Barge, Raj
Bhatt, Patrick Bourke, Josephine
Cerino, Kristen Chan, Antoinette
Chango, Kaitlyn Cheung, James
Cirillo, Daniel Coyle

Jacquelyn Coyne, Carina Delcore,
Sarah Dill, Sophie Drapkin, Sambhavi
Dwivedi, Isabel Evans, Allison
Fitzgerald, Jennifer Fleck, Mason
Glod, Anna Gordon, William Huang,
Maya Kessler

Jacqueline Kirian, Gabrielle
Klausner, Prabvir Kukreja, Hunter
Lee, Cara Leegan, Martha Lewand,
James McNichol, Harrison Mills,

Patrick Mochnal, Ethan Morrobel,
Dev Patel, Monit Patel, Lindsey
Porchetta, Athena Postlewait, Sophie
Pritchett, Isha Rai, Julia Sassoon,
Maria Schmidt, Manali Shah, Olivia
Shih, Carter Slifer, Julia Solsky, John
Veglia, Margaret Wang, Brandon
Weinberg, Lexa Winigrad, Jonathan
Yu

Grade 8
Honor Roll

Olivia Adams, Dylan Allen, Jared
Arkin, Taylor Arrogante, Mallory
Banks, Alexandria Bedatsky, Evan
Bensulock, Sydney Blacker,
Josephine Blundo, Lori Brandon,
Kendall Brencsons, Ryan Bromm,
Alanis Card, Jonathan Chaillet,
Rosanna Colella, Anina Dashiell, Che
Dashiell, Neema Enayati, Justin
Fletcher, Abigail Friedman, Haley
Gallahue, Nicholas Grasso, Sage
Guensch, Keli Hayes, Lily Higgins,
Brian Huang, Matthew Iarrapino,
Amanda Jaffe, Kayla Jones, Tara
Kenoff, Elizabeth Kern, Dylan Kiell,
Jack Lapierre, Alex Levy, Samantha
Mahmet, Jordan Margolis, Joseph
Marta, Clara Masback, Connor
McParland, Christina Mouckas,
Christopher Muskus, Jadie Pearl,
Ashanti Pitter, Ethan Rafal, Samuel
Reeson, Maeve Robertson, David
Rogers, Robert Root, Alexander
Rossi, Mallory Rothweiler, Henry
Saltzman, Dana Sapienza, Kristina
Sapienza, Victoria Savoca, Silvana
Schifano, Rachel Schoss, Gwendolyn
Sleat, Madilynne Slifer, Bridget
Smith, Brett Strug, Anne Stuart,
Meghan Taylor, Sean Thal, Christo-
pher Tsuchiya, Siddarth Vadavatha,
Carlos Vasquez, Danielle Vuono,
Kaitlyn Walsh, Ryan Widman, Sophia
Wilkins, Benjamin Williams, Eli
Wolman, Tara Wolman, Christopher
Womelsdorf, Kelly Zimmerman,
Rachel Zucker

Scholarship Foundation
Launches Home Canvass

NOT GRANDMA’S PIE...In celebration of Pi Day, fourth-graders at Westfield’s
McKinley Elementary School engaged in a variety of hands-on activities to
explore and appreciate the mathematical constant “pi”. Pictured here, Damian
Lopez, left, and Dillon Ma measure the diameter and circumference of a can, which
they used to calculate the value of pi. Pi Day is celebrated by math enthusiasts
around the world on March 14.

BRIDGING THE GAP...Deefield School's Student Council members held their
first Senior Citizens Technology Help Workshop in the new Media Center on
Thursday, March 10th. The middle school students were excited to give expert
advice on skills such as texting and emailing from a cell phone, getting internet
access on a desktop, and posting pictures on facebook. Student Council Advisor
Jessica Goldstein collaborated with Mountainside's Senior Citizen Coordinator
Kim Moriak to bring the students and community members together. Deerfield
school plans to offer another workshop this spring. Pictured above are: Suzannah
Eilbacher-Green, Olivia Wass, Arianna Dasilva.

Nominations Welcomed for
Annual Philhower Award

WESTFIELD – Marc Millet, Presi-
dent of the Westfield Rotary Club,
announced that Friday, April 22 is the
deadline for nominations for the 24th
annual Charles Philhower Fellowship
award designated for a full-time el-
ementary teacher in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, parents, stu-
dents and Westfield public school
staff members and should be ad-
dressed to:  Charles Philhower Fel-
lowship Committee of the Westfield
Rotary Club, c/o Office of the Super-
intendent of Schools, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090, or e-mailed to
rotaryphilhower@westfieldnjk12.org.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth.  The teacher must be a
full-time faculty member in grades K
to five in the Westfield Public Schools
for a minimum of five years.

The Fellowship recipient will be
honored at a Rotary luncheon and at
a Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing, both scheduled for Tuesday, May
10, and will receive a Rotary grant to
further professional growth or to en-
hance classroom activities for stu-
dents.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower. Mr.
Philhower, who died in 1962, was
Supervising Principal (Superinten-
dent) of Westfield Public Schools for
30 years, from 1917 to 1947, and was
President of the Westfield Rotary Club
in 1929-30. As Rotary President, he
instituted the club’s annual scholar-
ship awards to graduating Westfield
students.

Members of the Selection Com-
mittee will include three Rotarians,
two elementary school principals,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, and the immediate past
Philhower Fellow, Kareem Thomp-
son, fifth grade teacher at Jefferson
School. Other Philhower awardees
have included Coral Venturino,

Jacqueline Riley, Frank Uveges,
Diane Eisen, Diana Collins, Karen
Geddis, Catherine McGarry, Michael
Burgess, Karen Yula, Mary Dura,
Stacie DeChristopher, Michele
Moise, Carole Kling, Anna Jane
Sabbagh, Trista Pollard, Eva Morton,
Angela LaCarrubba, Claudia
Andreski, Bette Tuthill, Carol Joyce,
Carol A. Mastroianni, and Susan
Feldman Glick.

“The Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship continues an
outstanding tradition of excellent co-
operation with our schools for the
benefit of our children,” stated
Superintednent Dolan.

SCOTCH PLAINS – As the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation celebrates its Golden Anniver-
sary, they announced the second phase
of their Dollars for Students cam-
paign. On Saturday, April 9 and Sun-
day, April 10 high school students
who have applied to the Foundation
for scholarship assistance will knock
on doors in their neighborhoods to
ask the community for their support
in reaching the Foundation’s goal of
raising $25,000 to fund scholarships
to be given in 2016. Students will also
collect donations outside area busi-
nesses.

The Foundation has been distribut-
ing scholarship assistance to area
youth for the past 50 years, awarding
$2,782,717 in scholarship aid to 2,741
students. Last year, with the
community’s assistance, the Founda-
tion was able to award scholarships
totaling $140,850 to 94 students,
whose applications were reviewed by
our broad-based screening commit-
tee. In 2016, 147 students have ap-
plied for scholarship assistance.

Mary Ball Cappio, President of the
Foundation, stated, “For 50 years our

community has partnered with the
Foundation to financially assist our
students, sending them off to college
knowing that their community cares
and stands with them. We are relying
on this partnership as we celebrate 50
years in service to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood students.”

Contributions are fully tax-deduct-
ible and the funds raised will be used
to aid high school and college stu-
dents in achieving their higher educa-
tion goals. If a resident is not con-
tacted in person or does not find an
envelope left by a student, they may
send their donation to the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation, PO Box 123, Fanwood, New
Jersey 07023 or may donate at
spfscholarshipfoundation.org.

In addition to its fundraising ef-
forts, the Foundation administers
scholarships sponsored by 25 local
individuals and organizations, as well
as administering the capital of 18
established scholarship funds. For
further information, please visit
www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org
or contact
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

Scotch Plains Native
Named to School of

Pharmacy Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. – MCPHS Uni-

versity announced that James Zambri
has been named to the Dean’s List for
the Fall 2015 semester.  James is a
native of Scotch Plains and is pursu-
ing a Doctor of Pharmacy.  James will
graduate from the Boston, Massa-
chusetts campus in 2020.

The Dean’s List recognizes those
students with a full-time course load
who have achieved outstanding schol-
arship with a 3.5 GPA or higher for
the academic term.Weber of Cranford Named

To Clarkson Dean's List

Nicole A. Resetar Named to
President's List at Elon

 

Expand Your Mind through the 

9th Annual Hale Speaker Series 
Made possible by grants from  

The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and The Thomas Glasser Foundation   
 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

Saul Drittel 
  Westfield resident, longtime shop owner,  

and commercial real estate broker 
 

“Downtown Westfield—A Time to Remember” 
 

Look back at the good old days in Westfield with a  

founding member of Main Street Westfield 
 

Wednesday, May 11  7:00 pm 
Westfield Memorial Library meeting room 

 

Robert L. Barchi 
 

Former Westfield resident and President,  
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

“Rutgers—Celebrating 250 Years” 
 

Hear about recent ground-breaking changes for our state university:   

31 Schools and Colleges, Biomedical and Health Sciences, and the Big Ten.    
 

Wednesday, November 16  7:00 pm 
Bauer Branch, Westfield Y    422 East Broad Street 

The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org  or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

   Christa Clarke 
     Westfield resident and Senior Curator,   

Arts of Global Africa at the Newark Museum  
      

“In and Beyond the Museum: 

A Curator’s Life in the 21st Century” 
 

Learn about the career path and wide-ranging  

experiences of this curator, author, and visiting professor 
  

Wednesday, April 6   7:00 pm 
Westfield Memorial Library meeting room 

WANT ADVANCE NOTICE? 
 

Join the Hale Series mailing list! 

 Send your email address to: 

HaleSeries@gmail.com 

Brian Carovillano 
  Westfield native and managing editor of US news for AP 

 

“Journalism in a Changing World” 
 

     How has news coverage evolved to keep pace with new technology  

   and new audiences?  Get the inside story from an Associated Press VP. 
 

Wednesday, September 28  7:00 pm 
Westfield Memorial Library meeting room 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

POTSDAM, N.Y. – Daniel Edward
Weber of Cranford, a junior majoring
in civil engineering, was named to the
Dean's List for the fall 2015 semester
at Clarkson University.

Dean's List students must achieve a
minimum 3.25 grade-point average
and also carry at least 14 credit hours.

Clarkson University launches lead-
ers into the global economy. One in
five alumni already leads as a CEO,
VP or equivalent senior executive of
a company. Located in Potsdam,
N.Y., and Schenectady, N.Y.,
Clarkson is a nationally recognized

research university for undergradu-
ates with select graduate programs
in signature areas of academic ex-
cellence directed toward the world's
pressing issues. Through more than
50 rigorous programs of study in
engineering, business, arts, sciences,
education and the health professions,
the entire learning-living commu-
nity spans boundaries across disci-
plines, nations and cultures to build
powers of observation, challenge the
status quo, and connect discovery
and engineering innovation with en-
terprise.

ELON, N.C. – Nicole A. Resetar
has been named to the President’s
List for the 2015 fall semester at Elon
University. The President’s List is
composed of students with no grade
below an A-minus in a minimum of
12 semester hours.

Nicole is the daughter of Andrew
and Karen Resetar of Garwood.

Elon has built a national reputa-

tion as a premier student-centered
liberal arts university that values
strong relationships between students
and their faculty and staff mentors.
Elon’s 6,600 students prepare to be-
come the resilient, ambitious and
ethical leaders the world needs, put-
ting their knowledge into action on
campus, in the community and
around the globe.

Westfield Student Named to
President’s List At SNHU

MANCHESTER, N.H. – Geremy
Stribling of Westfield has been named
to the President’s List for the Fall
2015 semester at Southern New
Hampshire University in Manches-
ter.

To be eligible for this honor, a
student must compile an academic

grade point average of 3.7-4.0.
The university has approximately

2,900 traditional, full-time under-
graduate day students and a total an-
nual enrollment in all divisions of
35,000. Programs are offered on cam-
pus, online and on location at centers
in New Hampshire and Maine.

Frier Earns Degree
from Delaware Valley
DOYLESTOWN, Penn. – Dr.

Bashar Hanna, vice president for
academic affairs and dean of the
faculty at Delaware Valley Univer-
sity, announced that Sarah Frier of
Scotch Plains earned a degree (B.A.,
Counseling Psychology) from Dela-
ware Valley University in December
2015.

Delaware Valley University is an
independent, comprehensive univer-
sity with more than 1,000 acres in
Bucks and Montgomery counties.
Founded in 1896, DelVal emphasizes
experiential and interdisciplinary
learning and provides small class sizes
where students learn on a first-name
basis.
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NIZOLAK, GRIFFITH HANDLE ATTACK; DUFFY IN GOAL

Raiders Eager to Rebound
In Boys Lacrosse This Season

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ lacrosse team is eager to
rebound from a disappointing 2015
season. The Raiders finished 6-13 over-
all and were eliminated in the opening
round of the state playoffs, losing 14-
6 against Morristown. They managed
to advance to the quarterfinals of the
Union County Tournament before los-
ing to New Providence. The less than
typical showing came on the heels of a
2014 campaign that saw the Raiders
win their conference and a 2013 sea-
son in which they advanced to the state

semifinals.
“In 2013 and 2014 we had strong

seasons,” said fifth year Raiders Head
Coach Nick Miceli. “We were very
young last season. You could say that
it was sort of a rebuilding season for
us. The kids are all very eager to get
back to where we were as a program
though. They have been working hard
and are very committed to that goal.”

The 2015 squad developed a habit
for playing in close games. The Raid-
ers went 3-5 in games decided by one
goal last season.

“We played in eight games that
were one goal differences,” said

Miceli. “That is where the youth part
of it probably came into play. We
have to do a better job of playing
together and handling adversity this
season. We did not put together
enough full games last year.”

Despite being relatively young last
year, the Raiders still graduated nine
seniors from its roster. Miceli will
have to find a way to replace Raider
All-Time leading points scorer Kevin
Kerby, who finished with 175 points
(72 goals 103 assists). Kerby will
play for Widener in college.

“Our midfield position is very

MURRAY LED RBS, ASSTS; HESS 3-PTS; MELE STEALS

Blue Devil Boys Operated
As a Complete B-Ball Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Crowds packed the Westfield High
School gym nearly every time co-
captains Nick Mele, Owen Murray
and Parker Hess led the Blue Devil
boys basketball team onto the court.
And each time the fans got their
money’s worth with action-packed
thrillers that featured one of the most
well-rounded Blue Devil squads to
ever set foot on the court.

Playing in possibly the toughest
counties in the state with three teams,
The Patrick School, Linden and
Roselle Catholic, ranked in the top-5
and another, Union Catholic, in the
top-20, the Blue Devils, who from
time-to-time were also ranked in the
top-20, hung with the best and fin-
ished with an 18-9 record. Addition-
ally, the Blue Devils won the Moun-
tain Conference title, beating out

Union Catholic and St. Mary’s (Eliza-
beth)

“I coached these three guys longer
than anyone else in my coaching ca-
reer. I have had the opportunity to
work with them from the time they
were in eighth grade. We would often
talk about how we were going to get
crowds back to Westfield for games
and make a run in the post season,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri said. “Seeing them play in
front of the home crowds that we had
made me very proud of them. Obvi-
ously, we wanted to win the whole
thing but it should not take away from
some of the things that this team ac-
complished this year playing the types
of teams that we played.”

Murray finished the season with
331 points to up his career total to 618
but the most amazing achievement
was his 190 assists, the most in WHS

history. Murray did not stop there,
however, as he pulled 226 rebounds,
and added 58 steals, 45 deflections
and 11 blocks.

“What can I say about Owen? He
did basically everything for us. He
handled the ball almost every posses-
sion, often guarded their best player
and also scored for us. His ability to
find teammates was probably better
than anyone I have ever coached. He
is a kid who progressively got better
every year he was here,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Mele was the chief thief with 81
steals and 64 deflections to go with 12
blocks and 110 rebounds. Offensively,
he netted 208 points, including 24 3-
pointers, to finish with a career 494
points.

“Nick is a kid who battled through
a lot of adversity over the four years.

CAPTS – HAWKINS, MYERS, SCAHEFFER, BLACKFORD

Blue Devils Are Setting Bar
Higher in Girls Track & Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Achievements from seniors Brooke
Schaeffer, Julia Myers and Noelle
Blackford and sophomore Emma
Jackler in the 4x800 in winter track
may have inspired the Westfield High
School (WHS) girls in track & field
for the spring season. By shattering
the WHS record in the event with a

time of 9:31.36 at the Eastern States
meet in New York City, the foursome
surpassed the old WHS record of
9:33.1 set in 2004 but, more impor-
tantly, raised the bar not only for
themselves but also for the rest of the
squad that numbers approximately
130 members.

“The veterans from the 4x8, we
have the 9:31. We have the school

record from the indoor season, so we
are definitely hunting for that in the
outdoor. They are our top crew in our
middle distances. [Sophomore] Mia
Melao was in basketball during win-
ter, so she will help us out,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jen Buccino said.
“When we can have meet opportuni-
ties like we had in the winter where

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEY STEAL TO LAY-UP...Blue Devil Nick Mele, No. 23, made a key steal that he converted to a lay-up late in the fourth
quarter against the Vikings. The 19th-ranked Blue Devils defeated the 14th-ranked Vikings in overtime, 86-77.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THREE OF FOUR CAPTAINS...Seniors Hannah Hawkins (left), Julia Myers, center, and Brooke Schaeffer, along with
Noelle Blackford (not in photo) have been selected captains of the Lady Blue Devils track & field team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GEARING IT UP FOR THE REGULAR SEASON...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders boys lacrosse team work on some
three-on-three drills in practice to gear up for the regular season.

More preseason sports will be
In the March 31 Edition
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Barber Brothers Have
Most Wrestling Wins

In 2008 we presented the winningest
wrestling brother combinations in
WHS history. There has been a change
at the top since then. Back then it was
the Grappling Gottlicks – Rich, Jerry,
Phil and Will – who topped the list
with 195 combined raised-hands. But
they have been supplanted by the
Battling Barbers – Christian, Colin
and Matt, who won 281 matches.

The best winning percentage was
the Wight brothers – Dave and Doug
– who won 90.1 percent of their
matches back in the early 1960s. Here
is the Den’s unofficial list of WHS’s
winningest brother combinations, with
at least 50 victories.
Barber 281 wins, 78.1 win percentage
(Christian 110, Colin 89, Matt 82).
Gottlick 195, 79.9 (Jerry 60, Phil 57,
Rich 52, Will 26).
Jordan 187, 77.6 (Chris 99, Paul 88).
Posey 181, 87.4 (Cory 119, Chris 62).
Kalimtzis 161, 72.2 (Mike 110, Nick 51).
Baly 141, 75.0 (Mike 89, Paul 52).
Gozdieski 112, 65.9 (Jarek 85, Erik 27)
Shields 109, 69.8 (Matt 63, Tom 31, Rich
15, Steve 0).
Kania 108, 62.8 (Kyle 75, Joe 33).
Adelaar 105, 82.0 (Pete 43, Rick 42, Bob
20).
Tomasso 104, 68.0 (Lee 87, Chris 13,
Tony 4).
Giacone 103, 71.0 (Mark 63, Mike 40).
Brown 102, 86.4 (Dave 61, Steve 41).
Kramer 101, 67.8 (Sam 59, Jake 42).
Shaffer 98, 68.5 (Andrew 66, Matt 32).
Wojcik 97, 74.6 (Randy 53, Chris 44).
Tinnesz 94, 87.8 (Dave 72, Tom 12, Jim
10).
Wight 82, 90.1 (Dave 51, Doug 31).
Hurley 82, 82.8 (Vin 48, Jeff 34).
Powers 81, 80.1 (Jim 40, Dennis 29, Ken
12).
Miller 78, 54.2 (Jack 52, Kevin 22, Tim 4)
Morash 73, 79.3 (Dave 43, Dan 22, Dick
8).
Kenny 72, 76.6 (Bill 54, Tim 18).
Stiefken 70, 82.4 (Kurt 43, Dick 23, Chuck
4).
Minno 60, 76.9 (Jim 40, Dennis 20).
Coren 58, 54.2 (Seth 52, Scott 6).
Harvey 56, 61.5 (Chris 34, Bob 12, Dave
8, Pete 2).
Stagaard 52, 69.3 (Mike 48, John 4).

The number of matches in one sea-
son has expanded dramatically.

When Dennis Powers became
WHS’s first state champion in 1960,
he was 18-0. There were 12 dual
meets and no holiday or county tour-
naments. Saturday was a practice day,
so no quad-matches every week. The
eight district tournaments (now there
are 32) had three matches maximum
and only the winner advanced; if you
lost, your season ended. (Region tour-
naments didn’t start until 1961.) And
the state tournament, with eight dis-
trict champs, was three matches max.

When Christian Barber became
WHS’s 12th state champion in 2011,
his record was 41-1. There were 23
dual meets, two holiday invitationals,
the Union County Tournament,
(sectionals, although WHS didn’t
qualify that year), and districts, re-
gions and states, all complete with
wrestleback rounds.

Four-year wrestlers at WHS didn’t
happen before 1981-82. The first to
earn four varsity letters were John
Schaefer and Rich Hingel from 1982-
85.

ALL-TIME HOOPS TEAM
With the recent good vibes of bas-

Colin, Matt and Christian Barber are the winningest brothers in WHS wrestling
history, with 281 victories.

ketball season – and the 44th anniver-
sary of 1972’s state title last Friday –
this is a great time to bring up the best
basketballers ever at WHS. We’d love
your opinion on the subject. So here it
is: Pick your all-time WHS team,
your top-five WHS players ever, and
e-mail them to me at
bj1019@aol.com. You may vote as
often as you want, but all votes must
be received by 11:59 p.m. on April 1.

These are the five positions and 50
possibilities (listed alphabetically).
If there’s somebody not listed, write-
in votes are accepted; and nominees
are not locked into any particular
position.

Power forward: Ray Bailey, Keith
Colicchio, Jay Cook, Rob Gladden,
Jim Kane, Sam Mitchell, Chris Rupp,
Pat Sabatino, Jeff Suto, Scott Toresco.

Small forward: Chris Baumann,

Tom Gilson, Ryan Hess, Eric Lyght,
Matt LaCorte, Jim Masters, John
Miles, Kevin Monroe, Tom Pfeiffer,
Eric Turner.

Center: Jack Baldwin, Russell Bow-
ers, Dan DeSerio, Bob Felter, Bob
Haines, Bob King, Dick Mootz, Har-
ris Mosher, Scott Novacek, Tom Scott.

Shooting guard: Maurice Boatright,
Mike Checkett, Jan Cocozziello, Mike
Comandini, Tony DiIorio, Tim Goski,
Keegan Hess, Parker Hess, Kerry
McDevitt, Mike Venezia.

Point guard: Tom Bonard, Brian
Ciemniecki, Dan Hauck, Eric Hayes,
Ken Hite, Jim McKeon, Owen
Murray, Dickie Myers, Lamont
Turner, Bob Whitaker.

Your all-time WHS basketball team
will appear later this spring.

Note: The 1981 basketball team
had three home games in the state
tournament. In last week’s Den we
wrote that 2016 was “believed to be”
the first time WHS had three home
games. Faithful Reader Kerry of
Westfield pointed out that the ’81
team also had three state games at
home, beating Irvington and Eliza-
beth before falling to Shabazz.

MUSIC’S BEST YEAR
The University of Pennsylvania’s

WXPN (88.5 FM) holds a fan-voted
poll about something musical every
year. This year the listeners voted on
the “greatest year in music.” The re-
sults confirmed what those of a cer-
tain age have long known: the best era
for rock and roll was from 1964-
1979.

You’d buy your 45s and albums –
at E.J. Korvette in the Blue Star Shop-
ping Center, Harmony House on
Route 22 in Springfield/Union, or the
Music Staff downtown – then listen
to them on a turntable, preferably
with headphones on. And, starting in
the late ’60s, FM radio became the
big thing.

According to XPN’s listeners, the
top 10 years were: 1969, 1967, 1971,
1968, 1977, 1970, 1966, 1964, 1965
and 1975.

The second 10 were: 1972, 1973,
1991, 1984, 1979, 1976, 1978, 1994,
1982 and 1985.

Remember, this is an Ivy League
college station that plays mostly cut-
ting edge and new artists. Yet the top
10 goes from 1964-1977.

The idea was inspired by Philadel-
phia Inquirer music writer Dan

DeLuca, who argued that 1965 was
the best year ever for music. That was
also my pick. The year didn’t start out
well, when legendary disc jockey Alan
(Moondog) Freed died in January at
age 44. Freed had been convicted in
the payola scandal for allegedly ac-
cepting money to play certain songs
during his show. It was more likely
that Freed, an early champion of “race
music,” was silenced by the stuffy,
white-collar establishment, using pay-
ola as the reason to keep him off the
air.

That was the year that Bob Dylan
went electric at the Newport Folk
Festival, forever changing rock and
roll. The Beatles released their great
“Help” and “Rubber Soul” albums.
Top songs included “Like a Rolling
Stone” by Dylan, “(I Can’t Get No)
Satisfaction” by the Rolling Stones,
“My Generation” by the Who, “Help
Me Rhonda” by the Beach Boys, “My
Girl” by the Temptations, “People
Get Ready” by Curtis Mayfield and
the Impressions, “Tracks of My Tears”
by Smokey Robinson and the
Miracles, “In the Midnight Hour,” by
Wilson Pickett, “Papa’s Got a Brand
New Bag,” by James Brown, “Mr.
Tambourine Man” and “Turn, Turn,
Turn” by the Byrds, and the great “I
Can’t Help Myself (Sugar Pie Honey
Bunch)” by the Four Tops. And don’t
forget “I Ain’t Marchin’ Anymore”
by Phil Ochs, “You’ve Lost That
Lovin’ Feeling” by the Righteous
Brothers, “Cast Your Fate to the Wind”
by Sounds Orchestral, “Hang on
Sloopy” by the McCoys and “Go
Now” by the Moody Blues.

A close second for me is 1968. That
was the year of “Hey Jude” by the
Beatles, “(Sitting on) The Dock of
the Bay” by Otis Redding, “Sunshine
of Your Love” and “White Room” by
Cream, “Mrs. Robinson” by Simon
and Garfunkel, “Love Child” by the
Supremes, “Angel of the Morning”
by Merrilee Rush, “Those Were the
Days” by Mary Hopkin, “Itchycoo
Park” by the Small Faces, “MacArthur
Park” by Richard Harris, “Pleasures
of the Harbor” by Phil Ochs and
“Pictures of Matchstick Men” by Sta-
tus Quo. And, of course, the outra-
geous 11-minute version of “Time
Has Come Today” by the Chambers
Brothers.

From XPN’s winning year of 1969,
my personal favorites were “Crimson
and Clover” by Tommy James and
the Shondells, “In the Ghetto” by
Elvis Presley, “Time of the Season”
by the Zombies, “My Way” by Frank
Sinatra and “Atlantis” by Donovan.
That was also the year of two legend-
ary concerts, Woodstock and
Altamont, along with the emergence
of Led Zeppelin and Creedence
Clearwater Revival. Neil Diamond’s
“Sweet Caroline” also came out that
year.

ROAD TRIP
Any WHS sports fan has to be

excited about the upcoming lacrosse
season. Coach Pat Tuohy’s stickmen
scrimmaged two nationally ranked
teams on Long Island Saturday, fall-
ing to No. 4 Chaminade, 3-2, and
beating No. 8 Syosset, 6-5.

IN PASSING
Lee Andrews passed away March

16; he was 79. Andrews, the father of
the Roots’ Questlove, was the leading
singer of the great doo-wop group the
Hearts in the 1950s.

Next: History of WHS baseball,
part 1

DEVIN QUALIFIED FOR MOC IN 100-FLY, 100-BREAST

Blue Devil Girls Seek Return
To Top Rung in Swimming

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The bar for swimming excellence
is set pretty high in Westfield. Only in
Westfield can what is seen as a re-
building season end with an appear-
ance in the state championship. That
is exactly what happened with the
2015-16 edition of the Westfield High
School girls’ swimming team.

Westfield advanced all the way to
the North 2, Public A state final. On
those rare occasions when the Blue
Devils lost, they lost to the very best
of the best with defeats coming at the
hands of Immaculate Heart Academy,
the top team in the state, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Bridgewater-Raritan.

Coaches Ashley Westra and Lauren
Hauser, once again, teamed to guide
the Blue Devil girls to another win-
ning season. Westfield posted an 11-
4 mark and finished the season ranked
on the fringes of several top-10 state-
wide rankings.

“The girls worked very hard this
season,” said Westra. “As we’ve talked
about, we were focusing on rebuild-
ing this year. All of our swimmers
were focused on individual and team
goals throughout the season and many
of those goals were achieved.”

A solid group of seniors led the
Blue Devil wave this season. Gwyn
Devin, Bridget Harrington, Emily
McGann and Danielle Sawyer repre-
sented a core group of swimmers,
who as freshmen and sophomores
were part of the last truly great
Westfield teams.

Devin, who is bound for Vanderbilt
after graduation, was a consistent
winner all season long. Devin quali-
fied for the Meet of Champions in the
100-fly and 100-breast, as well as
each of the relays. Devin’s best time
in the 100-fly this season was 58.97.
Her best time in the 100-breast was
1:10.22.

Harrington, a member of various
relay teams, will attend Boston Col-
lege. McGann was Westfield’s top
performer in the 500-freestyle
(5:23.37). McGann will attend the
University of Delaware where she
hopes to earn a spot on the team as a
walk on. Sawyer, a competitor in the
100-freestyle (1:06.28) is set to at-
tend the University of Alabama.

Other senior contributors included
Marina DeCotiis, Liz
Diamantopoulos, and Caroline Felix.

Even with this large group of senior
talent set to leave, there is still plenty
of reason to believe Westfield will be
back at the top of the swimming stand-
ings again next season. The Blue
Devils feature a long list of returning
swimmers who should continue to
improve.

Emily Oster and Emma Conlon are
tested performers who can compete in
both the sprints and distance events.
Oster posted the team’s best time in the
200-freestyle (2:01.49), while Conlon,
a sophomore, did likewise in the 50-
free (25.28) and the 100-free (56.34).

Grace Cash is another sophomore
who will return next season hoping to
improve on her best time in the 100-

free (1:00.16). Sophomore Muriel
Maloney was the team’s top performer
in the backstroke (1:01.57) and she is
within striking distance of Conlon in
the 100-free (56.86).

Keeley Thompson will return as
the leader in the 200IM where she
posted a team-leading time of 2:16.53
as a freshman this season. Returning
senior Shannon Pyle will take over
for Devin as the team’s top swimmer
in the 100-breast. Pyle posted a per-
sonal best time of 1:15 this season in
the event. Elizabeth Penn will also
return for her senor season offering
versatility as a multiple relay team
performer, while also holding the
team’s second best time behind
Conlon in the 50-free (27.46).

“The Westfield High School team
has always had great strength behind
it,” said Westra. “The swimmers work
very hard to uphold the tradition that
past teams have set forth for them.
Each swimmer looks up to our team’s
history and looks to recreate or im-
prove upon it.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 16-03

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE
FOR A REVISED RATE
SCHEDULE FOR 2016 PUR-
SUANT TO §134-16 (RATE
SCHEDULE) IN ARTICLE V
(INDUSTRIAL WASTE &
FEES) IN CHAPTER 134
(SEWERS) OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, FOR THE INDUS-
TRIAL USER CHARGE PRO-
VIDED FOR IN §134-15.

WHEREAS, §134-15 of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood provides for an in-
dustrial user charge; and

WHEREAS, §134-16 of the Code of the
Borough of Garwood, provides for the adop-
tion by ordinance of the Mayor and Council
of the rate schedule for said industrial user
charge;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood as follows:

SECTION 1. The rate schedule for the
industrial user charge established under
§134-16 of the Code of the Borough of
Garwood, for the year 2016 and until such
time as the new rate schedule shall be
adopted by ordinance shall be as follows:

FLOW:
Per Million Gallons $3425.00

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. If any portion of this ordi-
nance shall be determined to be invalid,
such determination shall not affect the
validity of the remaining portions of said
ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage and publication
in accordance with law.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance

No. 16-03, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 22nd DAY OF MARCH 2016, and
that Ordinance No. 16-03, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 12th DAY OF APRIL
2016, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
April 7, 2016, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of David Scott, 2107 Church Avenue, Block
2501, Lot 43, R-3A Zone who proposes an
addition/renovation to his single family
dwelling contrary to the following Zoning
Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, R-3A Zone,
Col. 7 Schedule of Lot, Yard, and Building
Regulations…

Front Yard Set-Back: Required: 30 feet.
Proposed:  24.3 feet (+/-) by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 3/24/16, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
POLICE DEPARTMENT

MISCELLANEOUS PROPERTY

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the Reso-
lution adopted by the Town Council of
Westfield, New Jersey on March 22, 2016
the Chief of The Westfield Police Depart-
ment is authorized and directed to dispose
of property that the undersigned will ex-
pose for sale on the following website,
www.municibid.com starting on March 23,
2016.

All property offered is strictly “as is” con-
dition, with no representation as to condi-
tion or fitness for any particular purpose.

Purchase must be made by certified
check or money order payable to the Town
of Westfield within 7 days, upon the listed
end date of each item, until end of auction.

Winner of bid is responsible for picking
up property at Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

All sales are final.
1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $21.93

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR...Blue Devil Keeley Thompson will return as the leader in the 200IM where she posted a team-
leading time of 2:16.53 as a freshman this season.
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King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

CAPPELLO 2-TIME REGION CHAMP, SCORESE 100 WINS

Cougar Matmen Finish 17-4,
Won UCT, District 11 Crowns

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely does a team manage to
qualify more than one or two indi-
viduals for the NJSIAA Wrestling
Championships in Atlantic City (AC)
but this year’s Cranford High School
matmen, who finished with a 17-4
regular-season record, qualified eight.
Additionally, when tournament time
came around, the Cougars claimed
their second straight Union County
Tournament (UCT) title and third
straight District 11 title.

The Cougars ate up the honors in
the UCT with six individual champi-
ons, including both Outstanding Wres-

tler Awards. They did even better in
the districts with eight champs and
even qualified 13 of 14 wrestlers for
the Region 3 tournament.

“Never before has Cranford had so
many county champs, so many dis-
trict champs, and never has Cranford
qualified any more than four for the
state tournament,” Cougar Head
Coach Pat Gorman said. “That in
itself is something to be proud of.”

There was indeed some disappoint-
ment at AC, however, as none of the
Cougars managed to break into the

top-8 in their respective weight class.
“Yes I was a little disappointed that

no one made the top-8 this year but

after recapping the season, I have to
say I am very proud of the team and
the individuals.

Senior Niko Cappello (182-lbs) had
a glorious career and finished his four
years with a 120-33 record. This sea-
son, Cappello, who will compete at
the University of Maryland next year,
won his fourth district title, and sec-
ond Region 3 title to go with his
second UCT title to finish 28-8. Al-
though he did not place in the top-8 at
AC, he did place seventh last year.

Senior heavyweight Kevin Doran

set higher standards for himself this
year, and it worked. Doran, who placed

WUSTEFELD OW AT DISTRICT, QUALIFIED FOR STATES

Raider Wrestlers Placed 2nd
In District 11, Finished 12-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two key wrestlers were out of the
lineup from the start but this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team displayed vast im-
provement, placed second in the Dis-
trict 11 Tournament and finished with
a 12-9 regular-season record. Addi-
tionally, the Raiders had one district
champion and qualified five matmen
for the Region 3 Tournament with one
qualifying for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment in Atlantic City (AC).

The Raiders had a beefed up sched-
ule with such teams as South
Plainfield, Delaware Valley,
Cranford, Governor Livingston,
Queen of Peace, Long Branch,
Roselle Park and Montgomery where
they suffered a stinging, 35-34 set-
back. The Raiders also lost 36-33 to
a highly improved Union squad but
probably their best match came
against Cranford in a 39-27 loss.

The wrestler who did qualify for
AC was sophomore Sam Wustefeld
after he placed third in the Region 3
Tournament at 170-lbs with a victory
over Blue Devil Jack Miller, followed
by a victory over Roselle Park Pan-
ther Will Ferdinando, who won his
class at the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT). Although he lost both of

his bouts at AC, the first one to Shane
Sosinsky Northern Highlands who
placed second, Wustefeld gained valu-
able experience for next year.

Throughout the season, Wustefeld
had epic bouts with Miller and
Cranford Cougar Andrew Tompkins.
Wustefeld placed third in the UCT,
beat Tompkins in a regular-season
match and defeated Miller for the
District 11 title, which earned him
the Outstanding Wrestler Award.
Wustefeld finished with a 29-8
record.

“Sam Wustefeld had a great sopho-
more season. His hard work, dedica-
tion, and mental toughness helped
him have a successful dual meet sea-
son, district championship, get
through a tough region bracket, and
into the state tournament. It was great
having Sam make it to AC as sopho-
more,” Raider Head Coach Marc
Fabiano said. “Even though he lost
both of his matches, it still was a great
learning experience. He was able to
see and feel what it is like to wrestle in
front of thousands of people, so next
year he will be able to forget about all
the distractions and just wrestle. Mak-
ing it to states as a sophomore, I
believe, will make Sam even hungrier
to get back there next year and look to
place.”

Senior co-captain Jalen Bryant
managed to transfer his tackling skills
on the football field to devastating
takedowns on the mat. Although

Bryant placed third at 220-lbs in the
UCT, he competed predominantly at
195-lbs, placed second in the district
and finished with a 22-12 record.
Senior co-captain Jashmar Phillippe
placed third in the UCT at 132-lbs,
second in the district and finished
with a 25-10 record.

“It will be especially sad to lose
Jashmar and Jalen next year. They
both had great senior years. Both
placed second at the districts and
wrestled tough in the region tourna-
ment. Their work ethic could not be
matched in the room. They set the
example for the team and made the
other kids in the room better,” Coach
Fabiano said.

Senior George Ramos competed at
182-lbs and finished with a 17-10
record, senior Nadim Korkmaz com-
peted at 126-lbs and finished 12-14
and senior Guilliame Hardin com-
peted at 138-lbs and finished 13-17.

“We will be losing a great senior
class next year - Nadim, Jalen, Frank
DiNizo, Jashmar, George Ramos,
Guilliame Hardin. Their leadership
was the best I have seen since I started
at Scotch Plains. They motivated and
pushed the entire team everyday,”
Coach Fabiano said.

Two other sophomores also quali-
fied for the Region 3 Tournament.
Justin Sidebottom, who competed at
113-lbs, placed third in the district
and finished with a 13-15 record.

David B. Corbin (January 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING THE DOUBLE LEG...Raider sophomore Sam Wustefeld, right, works for a single-leg takedown on Delaware
Valley Terrier Matt Meekin in his 182-lb bout in January. Wustefeld pinned Meekin with a Merkel maneuver in 5:09.

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Brigid Direct: 908-230-0052
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STUNNING COLONIAL          292 Seneca Place, Westfield

Fantastic opportunity to own this beautifully appointed, Energy Star® home with a
desirable North side location convenient to schools, transportation and vibrant
downtown. Built in 2007, it has all of the benefits of new construction with upgrades
and decorator touches throughout. With four levels of gorgeous living space, this 4
bedroom, 3.1 bathroom home has an open floor plan with hardwood floors and
decorative moldings. The impressive finished basement level is sure to WOW with
high ceilings, 3 spacious living areas and brand new full bath for the whole family to
enjoy.  Don't miss this one!   Offered for $1,150,000

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is listed with another Broker, this is not a solicitation.

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ
Office: 908-233-8502
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LEONARD, SMITH, REMLEY, SCHETELICH LED IN ‘O’

Cougars Had a Bounce Back
Season in Boys Basketball

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team’s 73-60 loss at the
hands of Snyder in the first round of
the NJSIAA playoffs put an unhappy
punctuation mark on what was largely
a bounce back season for the Cou-
gars. After staggering to a 6-16 record
during an injury-plagued 2014-15
campaign, Cranford rallied to post a
14-9 overall mark this season. In many
ways, their season-ending loss to
Snyder was indicative of the obstacles
the Cougars faced and the grit they
showed in dealing with them this year.

Playing in perhaps the toughest
county in the state, Cranford was fre-
quently at a size disadvantage against
their opponents. Against Snyder, this
proved to be the case once again as
the Cougars had to deal with the tal-
ented 6’9” frontcourt player Ron
Washington, who scored 23 points
and pulled down 11 rebounds.

“We actually did pretty well against
him after a slow start,” said Cranford
Head Coach Ryan Huber. “We made

a run and had that game down to 43-
42 midway through the third quarter
but then they opened it back up to
about a ten-point lead again. They
were something like 19 out of 20 from
the free throw line in that game. We
kept coming back at them, got it down
to four again but in the end it just
wasn’t enough.”

Such was the story of the Cranford
season. The Cougars showed their
will and their talent throughout the
season. They went on a nice mid sched-
ule run and secured a winning record.
They scored blowout wins against
several opponents, including
Metuchen (35 points), Koinonia
Academy (24 points), Johnson (19
points) and Brearley (16 points). They
also acquitted themselves nicely in
losses to St. Mary’s of Elizabeth,
Rahway and Snyder.

At one point, the Cougars won
seven of eight games to up their
record to 13-5. In the end, they sim-
ply did not have quite enough to take
down the talented, bigger teams they
would face in the playoffs and county

tournament.
“We had a really nice stretch of

games there in the middle portion of
the season where we won a lot of
games in a row,” said Huber. “We
defeated Johnson in the first round of
the county tournament. That was a
really nice win for us. We even played
very well against St. Mary’s of Eliza-
beth. Anyone that has played in that
environment knows it is a tough place
to win. We were right there in that
game.”

The Cougars came into the season
determined not to suffer through the
kind of struggle they had a year ear-
lier. A solid, veteran lineup of versa-
tile, capable scorers made Cranford a
tough match-up for any opponent this
year.

“The difference between this year
and the previous year really was in the
experience level of this team,” said
Huber. “We lost players this season
too but there was a calmness and an
attitude of maturity that helped us
navigate those losses.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOUR TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMPION...Cougar senior Niko Cappello, right, won the District 11 crown in all four of his
years. He also won two Region 3 titles and two Union County Tournament titles and finished his career with a 120-33 record.
Cappello will continue his wrestling career at the University of Maryland next year.
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Cougar Matmen Won UCT, District Crowns
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raiders Eager to Rebound in Boys Lacrosse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

deep,” said Miceli. “We have a very
strong junior class.”

Returning to man the midfield po-
sitions will be seniors Jordan Belford
(2 goals, 2 assists, 31 ground balls)
and Rich Dazzo. Belford is set to
attend Kean University after gradua-
tion. Also returning at midfield is a
trio of experienced juniors in Richie
Nardone (7 goals, 32 ground balls),
David Walker (8 goals, 11 assists, 98
ground balls) and Jason Calabria.
Sophomores Cooper Heisey (9 goals,

6 assists, 15 ground balls), and Jack
Brady (2 goals, 3 assists 18 ground
balls) also figure into the mix with
both having seen action as freshmen.

Seniors Scott Nizolak (46 goals, 5
assists, 50 ground balls) and Joe
Griffith (27 goals, 18 assists, 36
ground balls) will handle the attack
positions for Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Senior Matt Schweitzer and jun-
iors Jake Kloepfer (27 ground balls),
and Anthony Magnotta (15 ground
balls) will anchor the defense. An-

other senior Kyle Coupe, sophomore
Harrison Parada (34 ground balls)
and freshman Ryan Johnson also fig-
ure into the rotation.

It will be senior Chris Duffy in goal
this year. Duffy took over as the starter
early last season and he is a four-year
varsity player. Duffy recorded 155
saves and allowed 108 goals while
posting a 3-8 record in net for the
Raiders last season. Duffy has re-
corded 269 saves in his career. Junior
Riley Guma is a very talented player
who will back up Duffy.

Miceli expects this year’s edition
to fare better than his 2015 edition.
Experience should aid in that effort.
However, the Raiders play in a tough
conference and Union County is filled
with quality teams making it hard to
predict just how far Scotch Plains-
Fanwood can expect to advance.

“Summit and Westfield set up as
the top teams in the county,” said
Miceli. “In our conference, teams like
Cranford and St. Peters should be
contenders. We hope to be in the
middle of that.”

The Raiders open the season
Wednesday, March 30, at East
Brunswick at 4 p.m. The Raiders fol-
low that with a visit to Cranford on
Saturday, April 2, at 11 a.m. in the
Cole Cup Game.

third at the UCT, won the district title
and placed third in the region to qualify
for AC.

Junior Chris Scorese (132-lbs), one
of the six underclassmen who quali-
fied for AC, claimed his 100th career
win at AC and came up one win shy of
the top-8. This season Scorese won
his third district title, third UCT crown
and finished with a 37-5 record.

Junior Alex Esposito won the 220-
lb crown and the OW at the UCT,
added a district title and placed second
in the region. At AC, Esposito won
three bouts and also came up one short
of the top-8. Esposito finished 32-10.

Junior Tom DiGiovanni (120-lbs)
made his third trip to AC, won his
third UCT and third district title,
placed third in the region and finished
28-9. Junior Anthony Capece (113-
lbs) won the OW (lower weights) at
the UCT, won his second district title,
placed second in the region to qualify
for AC. He finished 30-7.

Junior Vince Concina (145-lbs),
who finished 31-8, made his first trip
to AC and also came up one win shy
of placing in the top-8. Concina won
his second district title and placed
second in the region. Junior Mike
Nigro (138-lbs) turned it on at the
right time to place third in the UCT,
second in the district and third in the
region to make the trip to AC. He
finished 23-19.

“I think it is also easier to accept
how the season finished knowing that
six of those eight will be returning to
the mat next season, and we all know
how important it is to get that experi-

ence down there,” Coach Gorman
said. “I was pleased to hear so much
praise from other coaches and their
wrestlers, parents from other towns
and state officials all congratulating
me and my coaches for the showing
we had at this year’s state level.”

Although not making the trip to
AC, junior Brian McGovern (152-

lbs) won his second district crown,
first UCT title and finished 25-7. Se-
nior Andrew Tompkins (170-lbs), who
placed second in the UCT and third in
the district, finished 27-11. Senior
Dave Busch competed at 160-lbs,
placed second in the district and fin-
ished 14-12.

Freshman Conor Halpin (106-lbs)
placed third in the UCT, third in the
district and finished 24-11. Sopho-
more Dylan Budnik (195-lbs) placed
third in the UCT, third in the district
and finished 20-18. Freshman AJ
Bencivenga (126-lbs) finished 10-15.

With a strong feeder system, the

Cougars could expect to have another
fine season next year.

“As another season is in the books,
there is always more to strive for,
more to stay hungry for and more
work to put in, so I am looking for-
ward to putting in work this off season
to make next season an even more
successful one,” Coach Gorman said.

Cougars Had Bounce Back Season in B-Ball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Setting Bar Higher in Track & Field
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

we had the novice kids get to run in
the county relays, it was good for
them to see what it really looks like.”

All four established personnel
record times when they broke the
record at the Eastern States and all
four appear to be very motivated to do
even better in their respective events.

“Brooke is going to do very well in
the 400 and 800. She’s got high ex-

pectations of her own. She got the
Scholar Athlete from News 12 and
she went all the way to the Meet of
Champions this year. She got the good
experience this winter with the higher
level that she didn’t have last year
when she started to flourish then the
season was sort of over,” Coach
Buccino said.

Presently, Schaeffer has the best
time of the foursome in the 800 with
a 2:16.2.

“The others are rising to the occa-
sion too. We went to the Eastern States
and all four girls ran indoor PRs [per-
sonal records]. They are just as hun-
gry as she is. It’s a really great chem-
istry and combination and I think that
will trickle into everyone else as well.
Not just the 4x8 kids but in all the
events,” Coach Buccino said.

Blackford, Myers, Schaeffer and
Hannah Hawkins have been selected
as team captains and much can be

expected from that foursome, espe-
cially in the 400, 800 and 1,600 events,
as well as relays. Jackler will also
compete in those events. Hawkins,
who will compete in the 400, will also
be a workhorse in the high jump, long
jump and triple jump.

“Hannah stepped up to the 400 this
past winter. Last year she was coming
off and injury, so this year she is in a

better place physically. She was able
to do the winter track and do a lot
more running. Last year she empha-
sized more on just the jumping, so the
running will make her pretty strong
for the spring,” Coach Buccino said.

Other girls who will compete in the
mid and long distances are juniors
Cindy Qiang, Taylor Bechtloff and
Devyn Heinzerling and sophomore
Caroline Stockwell. Qiang could be
expected to be the front runner in the
3,200.

Several girls are vying for top posi-
tions in the sprints (100 and 200) such
as sophomore Tawny Horton, fresh-
man Jamie DeDea and senior Ryan
Kirby, although others may work their
way up the ladder in every event to
earn a key spot.

“We have a new addition, Tawny
Horton who transferred in from an-
other school. I heard from her coach
that she did pretty well,” Coach

Buccino said.
Sophomore Kylinn Kraemer and

junior Betsy Penn will compete in the
pole vault.

“We have Kylinn, a freshman from
last year, so we have high expecta-
tions for her,” Coach Buccino com-
mented.

Along with Hawkins, senior Ariana
Alvarado and Adrian Vergara will

compete in the jumping events. Jun-
ior Keren Moncayo and senior Erin
Mackenzie are expected to compete
in the shot put, discus and javelin,
while senior Merve Pekdemir will
compete in the discus and shot put.

“Initially one goal always is for
everybody to perform at their best.
We always want the seniors to finish
strong doing their best. We are trying
to get as many kids as possible to
move out from sectionals to move on
to the Group championships. School
records, they’re some things that we
should definitely be pursuing,” Coach
Buccino said

The Blue Devils will open their
season at Summit on Tuesday, April
5, at 4 p.m. The Blue Devil Invita-
tional is set for Saturday, April 23,
beginning at 9 a.m.

Eight seniors led this year’s
Cranford team. Sean Leonard led the
team in field goals with 55 and aver-
aged 10.4 points per game and was
often the team’s catalyst on offense.
He had a season high of 23 points
against St. Mary’s.

Jack Schetelich was next with 49
field goals (6.7 ppg). Schetelich will
be playing football next fall at
Villanova. Michael Smith led the
Cougars with 50 three-point field
goals (258 points, 12.3 ppg). Smith
dropped in 25 points in the loss to
Snyder. Hunter Remley poured in
14.5 points per game, including 45

three-point shots.
Other key seniors set to depart this

year include Rich Dugandzic, David
Fonseca, Chris Remley and Joe
Norton.

“Some of them may go on to play
basketball at college,” said Huber.
“Sean Leonard might play football
and basketball. Hunter Remley will
probably play in college. Others like
Jack Schetelich and Joe Norton will
be playing other sports. Schetelich is
going to Villanova for football and
Norton will play baseball at Montclair
State University.”

The cupboard will be far from bare

when Huber sets up camp again for
next season. Returning players in-
clude Ryan Bakie (8.2 ppg), Colin
Budries, Chris Curry, Tom Curry, Alex
Gall, Kyle Ledford (5.3 ppg) and
Brian Oblachinksi.

Hobart College swept the North-
east Conference men’s lacrosse
weekly awards this past week. After a
pair of overtime victories, first-year
attackman Chris Aslanian (The Hun
School of Princeton/Westfield) earned
the NEC Player and Rookie of the
Week award.

Aslanian scored a team-high eight
goals, including both overtime game
winners, to lead the Statesmen to road
victories over Canisius and Wagner.
On Tuesday in Buffalo, he accounted
for five of Hobart’s eight goals in an
8-7 double overtime win over the
Golden Griffins. The Statesmen
trailed 6-3 in the fourth quarter but
Aslanian scored three times to tie the

game and force overtime. Aslanian
scored the game winner in the second
extra period. He also picked up a pair
of ground balls in the game.

On March 19 on Staten Island,
Aslanian scored three times, netting
the game winner 1:08 into the third
overtime, ending the longest game in
Hobart lacrosse history. He is one of
only three Division I Statesmen to
score more than one career overtime
goal and the only first-year to ac-
complish the feat. A starter in all
eight games this season, Aslanian is
second on the team in goals (12) and
points (15). Aslanian also has 11
ground balls and two caused turn-
overs.

WF’s Aslanian Nets NEC Men’s Lax Award
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on April 7, 2016 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Bhee Properties, LLC, 1370
Raritan Road, Block 14301, Lot 23, R-1
Zone for permission to continue the pre-
existing, non-conforming use as a two-
family dwelling under Section 23-3.5 R-1
Zone of the Township Land Use Ordi-
nance which only permits single-family
dwellings.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards

1 T - 3/24/16, The Times Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing
April 7, 2016, at 7:30 pm., Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Lynn & Victor Vinegra, 2676 Far View
Drive, Block 5201, Lot 19, R-2 Zone pro-
poses to modify the existing front-yard set-
back for a new single family dwelling con-
trary to the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-4.2 – Permitted Area Modi-
fications. Average Set-back: 31.25 feet.
Proposed: 25 feet (+/-) by plan.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 3/24/16, The Times Fee: $26.01
Probitas Verus Honos

Alex Skoog Receives
NJAC Honor at TCNJ

The New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence announced its weekly honors
and freshman Alex Skogg of
Fanwood was among three student-
athletes from The College of New
Jersey who were selected by the
conference.

At the NCAA championships, all
eight swimmers earned All-Ameri-
can honors. Skoog helped the 400-
medley qualify for the champion-
ship final and placed 21st nation-
ally in the 200-backstroke event.
He earned All-American honors at
his first NCAA championship meet
and was tabbed NJAC Rookie of
the Week for the ninth time this
season.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BIG OFFENSIVE CONTRIBUTOR...Senior Sean Leonard, No. 23, along with seniors Mike Smith, Hunter Remley and Jack
Schetelich were major offensive contributors for the Cougar boys basketball team this season.

David B. Corbin (UCT championships 2015) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LEADER IN THE 800 METERS...Senior Brooke Schaeffer, right, has made impressive strides in the 800 meters and is
expected to do the same for the Lady Blue Devils track & field team this season.

David B. Corbin (2016 UCT files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER STRONG SEASON...Junior Chris Scorese, top, won his third district title, third UCT crown and finished with
a 37-5 record. Scorese also claimed his 100th career victory at the NJSIAA Championships in Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP...The SPF Raiders boys lacrosse team mix it up during a practice session in Scotch Plains. The Raiders will
open their season on Wednesday, March 30, at East Brunswick at 4 p.m.
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Mike Ramos, competing at 152-
lbs, also placed third in the district
and finished 10-15. Sophomore
Bobby Mount finished with a 13-
16 record at 285-lbs, sophomore
Jacob Perone competed at 120-lbs
and sophomore Zach Fleischman
competed at 160-lbs.

“We had a young team this year

with a lot of new wrestlers in the
lineup, but their work ethic and deter-
mination really helped us have a suc-
cessful season as a team. Justin
Sidebottom, Mikey Ramos, Bobby
Mount are just three sophomores who
really turned some heads this year.
They have a lot of potential for next
year,” Coach Fabiano said.

Freshman Alex Oslislo competed
at 145-lbs and finished with a 12-16
record and freshman Mike Fleck com-
peted at 106-lbs and finished 9-17.

“Alex Oslislo is one of the hardest
workers in the wrestling room. He
was determined to make the Varsity
lineup and contributed tremendously
to the team. The thing that is great
about Alex is that he is a three-sport
athlete- wrestling, lacrosse, and foot-
ball,” Coach Fabiano said. “He is
constantly competing and learning
how to win and be successful. I am
very excited for him next year.”

Two wrestlers who could have defi-
nitely added wins to the Raiders’ team
record were sophomores Jack Can-
non, who placed second in the district
last year at 120-lbs, and Nick
Palazzola, a JV champion from last
year. Cannon and Palazzola, who were
injured from the beginning of the sea-
son, would have competed in the 132
to 145-lb range.

“Unfortunately this year we had
two major injuries that sidelined Jack
Cannon and Nick Palazzola. They
will definitely make an immediate
impact for the team next year,” Coach
Fabiano said. “Both have already
started getting back into workouts
and can’t wait for the 2016 season to
be here.”

Raider Matmen Placed Second in District 11
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETE OF THE WEEK...Ryan Fay, who plays on the Hawks
basketball team, averaged 25 points and 10 rebounds in three games over the
weekend of March 11-13. Ryan will go on to play in the next round.

Blue Devil Cagers Operated as Complete Team
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

He brought a type of game to the table
that we do not see very often in
Westfield. For a kid his size, his
athleticism and quickness was fantas-
tic. He led us in steals the past two
years and had the ability to score from
inside and outside,” Coach Palmieri
pointed out.

Hess definitely proved that he
could hit from the outside when he
banged in 64 3-pointers this season
and to finish his career with 127, an
all-time WHS record. Hess, who also
had 54 assists, led the team this sea-
son with 367 points to up his career

total to 744 and was deadly from the
free throw line, especially during
tournament time, sinking 65 of 94
for 69.1 percent. Defensively, Hess
had 105 rebounds, 41 steals and 21
deflections.

“Parker is another kid who I will
have a tough time finding someone
that will work harder than him. He
made himself into one of the best
shooters in New Jersey this year.
The area of his game that he prob-
ably most improved was his ability
to attack the rim. When defenses
would chase him off the three-point
line, he was able to adapt and attack
the rim much better this year,” Coach

Palmieri said.
But the “team” had other major

contributors. Whenever there ap-
peared to be a lull, senior Jelani Pierre
snapped the sparks back onto the court
and electrified his teammates. Defen-
sively, he had 50 rebounds, 25 steals
and 28 deflections, but when all his
teammates seemed to be covered,
Pierre found a way to be open and
delivered with 36 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 208 points. He also dished
out 37 assists.

“Jelani is a kid who made himself
into a player. He is a great example of

how hard work and competing pays
off. He came to work every single day
even when he wasn’t playing much as
a junior. He found a niche as a spark
plug for us and over the summer made
himself into a starting caliber player,”
Coach Palmieri said. “I’m very proud
of the strides that he made over his
four years.”

Junior Matt LaCorte could very
well be a contender to surpass Hess’
career 3-point record. This season, he
led the team with 67 3-pointers to
finish with 288 points. He added 27
assists and defensively, he had 71
rebounds, 43 steals, 35 deflections
and a team-leading 25 blocks.

Matt LaCorte is the type of kid that
every coach would love to have. He
goes out and does his job no matter
what is asked of him. He never pushes
blame onto anything else and I think
he will do a great job of leading this
team next season,” Coach Palmieri
said. “Oh, and he is also a pretty
talented player. He certainly will be
gunning for Parker’s record next year
but he will also have to deal with
defenses keying on him. The last
couple years he could sometimes get
overlooked because of the other
guards we had. However, next year,

defenses will be game planning against
him. I think he will be just fine.”

Coming off the bench, senior Tim
Norris provided some muscle under
the boards and pulled 59 rebounds
to go with 10 steals and eight de-
flections. Norris also scored 80
points and added six assists. Senior
Andrejs Rumpeters netted 39 points,
16 rebounds, five assists, three steals
and three blocks. Adam McDaniel
contributed 33 points, 21 rebounds,
nine assists, six steals and six de-
flections.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
InsuranceWeichert®

Jacqueline
“Jackie”
Waldman

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

Don
Villane

SCOTCH PLAINS. Spacious and updated 4 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths
and 1 Half Bath Colonial. Located on a tree lined cul-de-sac street in a
highly desirable neighborhood convenient to everything. Features include
hardwood floors, FLR, FDR, gourmet EIK w/ granite, SS appliances,
breakfast area w/ slider leading to the deck and backyard, FR w/ gas fireplace, master
bedroom suite w/spa-like bath, large recreation room with dry bar,1st floor laundry,
powder room, utility & storage room, attic, attached garage and so much more. $574,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

COLONIAL
SCOTCH PLAINS. Classic Tudor style colonial w/real stucco and stone veneer.
Finished basement (2008) w/full bath and fireplace has office/bedroom, kitchenette/
wetbar and wired for surround sound. 4 large BR's w/custom closets, 2 full baths and
nice sized laundry room encompass the 2nd floor. Relax on the mahogany front porch or entertain on the
fully fenced, private rear yard patio. Front living room opens to the FDR or close the French doors for a quiet
dinner w/lighted tray ceiling. Kitchen is nicely appointed with SS appliances, granite tops, custom tile
backsplash and under counter lights. Kitchen/dinette is open to the FR w/wood burning fireplace. $729,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS. Located on a cul-de-sac, this new home
features everything you need! From a graceful first floor flow to
generous sized bedrooms. 1st floor includes LR, DR, EIK, FR w/gas
FP & Powder rm. 2nd floor features Large Master suite, 3 addt`l bedrooms, main
bath, laundry room & access to unfinished walkup attic. Unfinished basement is
roughed for a full bathroom. $775,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
SCOTCH PLAINS. Hardi Plank siding with warm, welcoming
colors. Large pool sized yard is ideal for entertaining. Close to
schools, places of worship, parks and minutes to downtown. 2nd
floor features large master suite, 3 additional bedrooms and convenient laundry room.
Finish basement with full bathroom and recreational rm. Walkup attic with ease for
future finish. 2 car attached garage. Ready to move in. $825,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. Classic Colonial on a very desirable Cul-De-Sac
near Tamaques Park. Over 4500 sq ft of living space on 3 floors. Then
add over 1700 sq ft of a bright walk out finished basement, that gives
you over 6200 sq ft of finished living space. The master suite has a WIC and additional
Dressing Room/Closet that can be customized. Combine that with a pool sized lot on
a quiet tree lined cul-de-sac of well maintained homes - perfection. $1,750,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Don Villane
Top Sales, Units

and Dollar
Volume for the

month of February

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF A SLICK DUCK UNDER...Raider sophomore Justin Sidebottom, right, pulls off a slick duck under
takedown on Blue Devil Chris Hoerle in a regular-season match in February.

David B. Corbin (February 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS...Seniors Owen Murray, No. 15, Parker Hess, center, and Nick Mele, No. 23, were the
co-captains of the Blue Devil boys basketball team this season.
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BASKETBALL CHAMPS...The Westfield 6th grade girls travel basketball team
won the North Brunswick League Championship game against South Brunswick
on March 19. The team finished 13-0 in the league. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Gillian Strout, Ava Pravlik, Chelsea Little, Sara Kaplan, Avery Hoeft, Chloe
Kreusser and Phoebe Chadowitz; back row, Grace Klag, Trinity Koetje, Kalea
Calugay and Avery Longstreet. Missing from the picture is Katie Palmer.

WY Devilfish 14U Complete
Season at NJ Jr. Olympics

The Westfield Area ‘Y’ Devilfish
swim team sent 19 14-and-under
swimmers to compete at the USA
Swimming New Jersey Junior Olym-
pics held at Rutgers University on
March 18-20. As the final meet of the
year for these swimmers, it is highly
competitive with top qualifying entry
time standards.

Seth Camacho broke the Westfield
“Y” team record in the 11-12 boys
200-back with a time of 2:14.09 plac-
ing fourth and also reset his own “Y”
record in the 200-fly with 2:20.12
finishing 12th. He also placed 15th in
the 100-back.

Roan Baker was the team top point
scorer placing 7th (200-breast), 8th
(200IM, 500-free), 10th (50-breast,
100IM) and 11th (100-breast).
Natalie Lee was the top girls’ scorer
placing 7th (100-fly), 9th (50-fly),

10th (100IM) and 12th (50-free,
50-back).

Other outstanding swims include
Top-16 finishes from Emily Constable
13th (50-breast); Julia McGann 10th
(200-back); Christian Tedesco 12th
(200-free); Camacho, Baker, Aidan
Trenery, Iliya Musheyev, 13th (Boys
11-12 200-free relay) and14th (Boys
11-12 200-medley relay).

Other members included: Alyssa
Corvelli, Lauren Lane, Clare Logan,
Danny McGann, Abigael McKinney,
Gigi Sandull, Tori Sandull, Cole
Sharkey, Bridget Thomas, TJ Walsh
and Zach Youssef.

For more information regarding the
Devilfish, please contact Brian
Guidera, Director of Competitive
Aquatics and Head Coach at (908)
233-2700 x263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org. FSPY 13+ Set Swim Records

At NJ ‘Y’ State Championship

CAPITAL GAIN...The NJ Youth Devils won a thriller in overtime, 4-3, to take
home the Congressional Cup in Washington, DC on March 13. The team included
three members of the Westfield community. Pictured, left to right, are: first row;
Andrew Adams, Steven Louiselle and Corbett Foster; second row, Evan Sikora,
Michael Cicalese, Zach Blinkoff and Will Murray; third row, Henry Walker, Nick
Horvot, Todd Moskowitz, Ryan McLane and Noah Blinkoff; back row, Coaches
Louiselle, Walker and Foster.

LANCASTER, PA. – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” swim
team set multiple pool and meet
records, and claimed several relay
and individual championship titles at
the New Jersey YMCA State 13 and
Over Championships. The team of 23
girls and 22 boys finished fourth over-
all against 25 teams that competed
from March 10-13 at Franklin and
Marshall College.

The FSPY Girls dominated the re-
lays, taking first place with new pool
and meet records in the following
events: Open 200-medley relay –
Monika Burzynski, Rachel Maizes,
Marlise Moesch, Sarah Davis
(1:43.36); 15/18 400-medley relay –
Moesch, R. Maizes, Burzynski, Davis
(3:47.05); Open 200-free relay –
Amanda Banasiak, Davis, Moesch,
Burzynski (1:35.25 ); 15/18 400-free
relay – Moesch, Davis, R. Maizes,
Burzynski (3:26.51)

The FSPY Boys set several new
FSPY team relay records: Open 200-
medley relay – Mike Spark, Chris
Bondarowicz, Nolan Kearns, Nick
Heath (1:35.01, 4th); 13/14 200-free
relay – Josh Cohen, Alan Shao, Mat-
thew Chen, Logan D’Amore (1:30.31,
1st); 13/14 200-medley relay – Cohen,
Chen, Shao, D’Amore (1:40.39, 1st)

In individual events, Cohen set a
high bar on the opening day of com-
petition claiming the team’s first cham-
pionship title of the meet in the 1,000-
yard free, setting a meet and team
record with a time of 9:28.77. Next,
Cohen set meet and FSPY 13/14 Boys
team records in the 200-free (1:42.73),
500-free (4:35.85) and 1,650-free
(15:57.66). He set additional 13/14
Boys team records in the 100-back
(53.34), 200-back (1:54.75) and 100-
free (47.49).

Bondarowicz set a new meet and

team record in the 15/18 Boys 200-
breast (2:02.11) and a team record
with a 1st place in the 100-breast
(56.65). Darlene Fung set a meet
record as she won the 13/14 Girls 50-
free (23.59). She also took the state
championship in the 13/14 100-fly
and 100-free. Shao placed 1st in the
Boys 13/14 200-fly, setting a new
team record (1:56.9), and also set a
team record in the 100-yard fly (53.42,
3rd). Burzynski took first in the 15/18
Girls 100-fly (55.33), setting a meet
record, and she also set a team record
in the 15/18 Girls 100-back, later
broken by Moesch in the 400-medley
relay (57.18). Rachel Maizes set a
new team record taking 2nd place in
the 15/18 Girls 100-breast (1:03.04).

Additional top three finishes in-
cluded: Cohen (Boys 13/14 100-back),
D’Amore (Boys 13/14 100/500/1,000/
1,650-free), Davis (Girls 15/18 200-
free), Burzynski (Girls 15/18 200-fly),
Kevin Fleck (Boys 15/18 1,000/500-
free), Fung (13/14 Girls 400IM, 100-
back, 200IM), Moesch (15/18 Girls
100-free, 200IM), Shao (13/14 Boys
200IM, 100-fly). The Boys 200-free
relay team of Brody Rash, Heath,
Kearns and Spark took third.

The following swimmers also
scored points: Rachel DiFabrizio, Eric
Chang, Erika Frazier, Angelina
Hansel, Zachary Kronheimer, Martha
Lewand, DeeDee Maizes, Julie
Stankiewicz and Caroline Warren.

This year’s FSPY State Team also
included: Matthew Auda, Olivia
Barcia, Jonathan Baron, Colby Chen,
Anna Dunchus, Maya Dunchus, Nicho-
las Giardiello, Maxwell Kearns, Brian
Kenny, Grace Lesce, Jake Lessner,
Dominic Markwant, Tomas Moore,
John Piccinic, Amanda Pyle, Shannon
Pyle, Macie Schaper, Megan Small,
Rachel Small and Micaela Valli.

Gajdzisz, Dunn Capture
All-America Swim Honors

GREENSBORO, NC — Opening
night at the 2016 NCAA Division III
Swimming and Diving National
Championships was a fruitful one for
The College of New Jersey as four
swimmers captured All-American
honors.

Seniors Dante Colucci (Summit/
St. Peter’s Prep), James Shangle
(Highland Park), Joseph Dunn
(Fanwood) and junior Ryan Gajdzisz
(Scotch Plains) placed seventh in
the championship final race in the
200-medley relay. They each earned
All-American honors, and also
broke the program record with a
finish of 1:29.52.

Dunn 20.45 placed 10th overall
in the 50-free. His time of 20.45 was
the second fastest in the consolation
final. Earlier in the day, Shangle
also raced in the sprint free and
placed 33rd overall nationally with

a time of 20.81.
Gajdzisz raced in the 500-freestyle

preliminaries. He placed 22nd over-
all with a time of 4:34.26.

On March 17, Dunn was to race in
the 100-butterfly and Gajdzisz, jun-
ior Jason Ivins (Ewing/Notre Dame)
and junior Scott Vitabile (East
Windsor/Hightstown) was to compete
in the 200-freestyle event. The Lions
will also race in the 400-medley relay.

GOLD ON ICE...Local Boys from NJ Youth Devils Bantam B hockey team from
South Mountain Arena bring home the GOLD from Lake Placid in the CAN/AM
tournament against Bethlehem Eagles from NY with a3-1 win. Included in front
row are: Ryan Lamberta (Goalie — Scotch Plains), Ryan Potechin, Benjamin
Pupko, George Schneider (Asst. Coach) and Daniel Lynes (Goalie); second row,
Jack Stein, Justin Hornstein (Westfield), Harrison Grange, William Fischer
(Westfield), Andrew Walsh; back row, Coach Paul (holding the torch), Jack
Fischer (equip mgr), William Schneider, Matthew Pupko (goalie coach), Hugh
Zanelli, Matthew Wolmelsdorf (Cranford), James Cummings, Michael Bonomo
(holding the plague), Kieran Hollander (Cranford) and Kyle Remo.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2016 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2016

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2016 2015
1. Surplus 974,344.00 167,172.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 11,656,781.25 11,551,148.44
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 1,410,000.00 1,400,000.00
4. Minimum Library Tax 2,497,807.00 2,449,484.00
5. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 27,179,965.75 26,651,759.69
                              Total General Revenues $43,718,898.00 $42,219,564.13

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2016 BUDGET 2015 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $16,347,557.00 $16,310,359.00

Other Expenses 18,092,360.00 17,498,589.13
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 3,667,116.00 3,382,432.00
3. Capital Improvements 900,000.00 450,000.00
4. Debt Service 2,411,865.00 2,323,184.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 2,300,000.00 2,255,000.00
                              Total General Appropriations $43,718,898.00 $42,219,564.13
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 259 260

2016 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2016 2015
1. Surplus $68,377.00 $58,745.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues 1,140,000.00 1,112,300.00
                              Total Revenues $1,208,377.00 $1,171,045.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2016 BUDGET 2015 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $494,959.00 $466,252.00

Other Expenses 293,103.00 281,503.00
2. Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
3. Debt Service 373,815.00 376,790.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 41,500.00 41,500.00
                              Total Appropriations $1,208,377.00 $1,171,045.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part-time 36 36

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/15
GENERAL SWIM POOL UTILITY

Interest $596,865.00 $83,815.00
Principal $21,125,500.00 $2,573,000.00
Outstanding Balance $21,722,365.00 $2,656,815.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on March 22, 2016.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 19, 2016 at 8:00
o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2016 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Claire Gray, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 9:00
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $171.36

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2016 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 2016
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED
2016 2015

1. Surplus 690,000.00 690,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 2,626,692.55 3,176,548.40
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 160,000.00 190,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 6,093,229.54 5,999,101.74
5. Minimum Library Tax 381,257.71 363,592.00

       Total General Revenues $ 9,951,179.80 $ 10,419,242.14

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2016 BUDGET 2015 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 3,270,423.57 3,295,213.00

Other Expenses 4,193,381.47 4,617,778.44
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 916,975.09 927,336.34
3. Capital Improvements 5,000.00 50,000.00
4. Debt Service 1,165,399.67 1,103,914.36
6. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 400,000.00 425,000.00

Total General Appropriations $ 9,951,179.80 $ 10,419,242.14
Total Number of Employees 74 82

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
BONDS NOTES

Interest 2,735,581.00 23,725.00
Principal 8,350,199.00 5,693,793.00
Outstanding Balance $ 11,085,780.00 $ 5,717,518.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union on March 21, 2016.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 18, 2016 at 7:00
o’clock ( PM ) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2016 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023, (908) 322-8236, during the hours of 8:00
(A.M.) to 4:00 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/24/16, The Times Fee: $133.11

BASKETBALL CHAMPS...The 6th Grade Westfield Boys B team were regular
season champions in the Garden State Basketball League’s National Division and
went on to defeat Parsippany in the finals, 37-35, on a last second shot by Joshua
Sacher. The team also placed second both in the regular season and playoffs in the
Jersey Basketball Association Boys 6 White Division. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Mikey McKenna, Al Ferrara, Gavin Roth, Danny Riccardi, Jackson
Derman and Joshua Sacher; middle row, Jack Barker, Kieran Koenke, Zander
Barraza and Logan Howland; back row, Coach Adam Derman and Coach Tom
Howland. Not pictured: Bric Weldon and Coach Bob Weldon.

THE UNDEFEATED...The Westfield “Y” Red finished with an undefeated and
championship season in the 3rd/4th grade Westfield and Scotch Plains “Y” and
JCC Basketball League. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Catherine Heflin,
Kate Fischer, Taylor Francis, Josh Schneider, Connor Francis, Drew Pravlik,
Jack Moye and Jonathan Sica; top row, Coaches Ted Sica and Brett Fischer. Not
Pictured: Teddy McCue, Coach Paul Francis.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on March 14, 2016 for the
following applications decided upon at its
meeting held on February 8, 2016.

David Palmer, 701 Lawrence Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to retain a fence
in the street side yard contrary to section
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a fence height of 5.15 to 6.15 feet where a
maximum height of 4 feet is allowed. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Lauren A. Politi, 724 Tamaques Way.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
six foot open aluminum pool enclosure
fence around the perimeter of the yard
contrary to Section 13.02D of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a six foot open
aluminum style fence as a pool enclosure
where a six foot solid fence is required.
Application approved with conditions.

Nicholas & Mary Jane Gismondi, 732
Fairacres Avenue. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a two-story addition
contrary to sections12.04F1 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a building cover-
age of 22.08% where a maximum of 20%
is allowed. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $35.19

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 16-02-S

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on March 21, 2016. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.

This ordinance establishes a CAP BANK
for budget calendar year 2016.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on April 18, 2016, at
7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/24/16, The Times Fee: $18.87

Vintage Base Ball Club
Seeking New Members
An additional historically factual

19th century base ball club, called the
Central Base Ball Club from
Plainfield, is being created and is
seeking members. The Central Club
played during the 1870’s as the Eliza-
beth Resolutes did and it had been
decided that another 1870 rules base
ball club in the area was needed.

The new Central Club will be tak-
ing the field this May and will be
playing it’s home games at Rahway
River Park, the same as the Elizabeth
Resolutes. The Central Club’s sched-
ule can be found on the Resolutes
2016 schedule of matches at
s i t e . e l i z a b e t h r e s o l u t e s . c o m /
Schedule.html

The new club will use historically
accurate uniforms, equipment, and
rules from 1870. Anyone interested in
joining can call Paul Salomone at
(908) 337-9882, or e-mail
paulquickstep@aol.com.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 14th day of
March, 2016, the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Cranford, in the
County of Union took the following actions:

1. Application #ZBA-15-039: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Gary and Erika Jaffe, Appli-
cants to permit construction of an addition
that will exceed the maximum allowable lot
coverage on Block 266, Lot 5 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 7 Claremont Place, in the R-4
Zone.

2. Application #ZBA-15-043: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Laura Masterson, Applicant to
permit kitchen expansion into the rear por-
tion of an existing non-conforming attached
garage that will result in less than the
minimum required depth of a residential
garage on Block 148, Lot 16 as designated
on the Township Tax Map, also known as
16 Arnet Place, in the R-4 Zone.

3. Application #ZBA-15-038: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Justin and Christine Bove,
Applicants to permit expansion of the ex-
isting third floor which will exceed the maxi-
mum number of allowable stories on Block
175, Lot 8.01 as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 15 Greaves
Place, in the R-3 Zone.

4. Application #ZBA-15-037: Granted
approval to Orlando Mendes, Applicant to
permit construction of a new front porch
with less than the minimum required front
yard setback on Block 203, Lot 2 as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 610 Riverside Drive, in the R-1
Zone.

5. Application #ZBA-15-041: Granted
approval to Charles and Rosemary
Macaluso, Applicants, to permit construc-
tion of a larger covered front porch with the
following variances: to exceed the maxi-
mum encroachment into the front yard
setback for steps and to exceed the maxi-
mum encroachment into the front yard
setback for new roof on Block 243, Lot 10
as designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 219 Oak Lane, in the
R-3 Zone.

6. Application #ZBA-15-044: Granted
approval to Kevin and Marlene Buckman,
Applicants to permit construction of a new
garage, covered porch and front steps with
the following variances: to exceed the
maximum allowable lot coverage; less than
the minimum required front yard setback;
to exceed the maximum encroachment
into the front yard setback for steps and to
exceed the maximum encroachment into
the front yard setback for new roof on Block
126, Lot 5 as designated on the Township
Tax Map, also known as 24 Colby Lane, in
the R-2 Zone.

7. Application #ZBA-15-045: Granted
approval to Paul Leibrock, Applicant to
permit construction of a new in-ground
pool with less than the minimum required
distance from the side lot lines on Block
526, Lot 16 as designated on the Town-
ship Tax Map, also known as 131 North
Lehigh Avenue, in the R-4 Zone.

8. Application #ZBA-15-042: Granted
approval to Kate Friedman and Elio Mayo,
Applicants, to permit construction of a pa-
tio with the following variances: to exceed
the maximum allowable lot coverage and
patio not permitted in the front yard on
Block 501, Lot 6 as designated on the
Township Tax Map, also known as 35
Mansion Terrace, in the R-4 Zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $75.99

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/29/16, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North-2016 at Various Locations including Counties
of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Somerset,

Sussex, Union and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 16407
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/10/16, 3/17/16 and 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $165.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 16-04

CALENDAR YEAR 2016
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 0.00%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and,

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council  of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union,
hereby determines that this difference in
the amount of $210,905.28 that is not
appropriated as part of the final 2016 bud-
get shall be retained as an exception to the
final appropriations in either of the next two
succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance

No. 16-04, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 22nd DAY OF MARCH 2016, and
that Ordinance No. 16-04, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 12th DAY OF APRIL
2016, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 22,
2016, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
5th of April 2016 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at which time and place any per-
son who may be interested therein will be
given an opportunity to be heard concern-
ing said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE 2062

CALENDAR YEAR 2016
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 0.00%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and,

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and,

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, hereby
determines that this difference in the
amount of $1,054,238.22 that is not appro-
priated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final appro-
priations in either of the next two succeed-
ing years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.
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CLASSIFIEDS

William T. Harth, Jr. Attorney

Criminal & DWI Cases

Over 30 years of Experience

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

www.williamharthlaw.com

114 Elm St. Westfield, NJ (908) 928-0300

Fanwood: 12/24/15
Michal and Kristin J. Czajka to

Belisario Russell de la Torre and Lisa
M. Mate, 20 Waldon Road, $455,000.

Stuart D. and Katherine S. Balch to
Keith N. and Katherine B. Brown, 33
Watson Road, $ 450,000.

Konstruct Enterprises Inc. to Chris-
tian and Betsy Nardi, 59 Westfield
Road, $999,999.

Steven W. Rota to Marc C. and
Rebecca M. Santo, 172 Marian Av-
enue, $340,000.

David Collins to Melissa and
Oshanda Erb, 441 South Avenue,
$350,000.

Thomas and Lorelle Caldora to
Frank and Alyson P. Halter, 110
Coriell Avenue, $450,000.

Robert and Shirley Payne to
Michael J. Dietrich, 11 Washington
Avenue, $315,000.

Estate of Martha H. Wendel to
Demont R. Heard, 239 Terrill Road,
$221,500.

Marion M. and Joseph M.
Kaspareck, Jr. to Michael L. and Sa-
rah M. Borland, 61 Pleasant Avenue,
$395,500.

Scotch Plains: 12/24/15
Zen Dens LLC to Celine Santiago

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Bass, 449 Farley Avenue, $393,000.
Edward and Margaret Anstedt to

Sandra Turner, 330 Cedar Grove Ter-
race, $286,000.

Steven and Kathleen Sharpe to
William and Megan Mathisen, 335
Cedar Grove Terrace, $442,500.

Deutsche Bank National Trust Co.
to Natalie and Yan Schwartzman,
1926 Church Avenue, $510,000.

Shannon W. and Meredith L.
Gibney to Michele and Gregory
Hobson, 372 Stout Avenue, $330,000.

Maxim and Dana Kosoy to Ryan
and Megan Smith, 2014 Prospect
Avenue, $424,900.

Juarez de Oliveira to Sonya de
Almeida, 2005 Mountain Avenue,
$464,500.

Estate of Islanda de Paolo to 557
Forest Road LLC, 557 Forest Road,
$415,000.

Stacy Alban to Brian and Maione
Santos, 250 Westfield Road,
$370,000.

Andrew T. and Suzanne E. Wojcik
to Corey G. and Tiffany F. Jackson,
325 Westfield Road, $359,000.

Yves and Elena Edmond to Harshad
P. and Bela H. Dhabalia, 311 Westfield
Road, $660,000.

Estate of Steven G. Locatell to Luis
E. and Araceli G. Rivera, 2232 Coles
Avenue, $439,000.

Union County Sheriff to Pleasant
Brook Properties LLC, 2309 Lyde
Place, $310,000.

Peter and Mallory K. Morales to
James and Kathryn Neiswinter, 170
Harding Road, $455,000.

Beverly Comer to James G. and
Jamie L. Lynch, 544 Warren Street,
$429,900.

Lulanda Bryant to Tracey Lonon,
202 Donato Circle, $113,300.

Cornelius Valenti and J. Jackoweic
to Jayne Book, 631 Fanwood Av-
enue, $699,000.

Walter M. and Adele J. Braswell to
Sharon Pushko, 251 Throwbridge
Drive, $736,230.

James and Beverly Lowenstein to
Maria G. Jackson, 263 Throwbridge
Drive, $645,000.

Paul L. Peterson to Matan Oz, 849
Ternay Avenue, $513,000.

Cumberland Farms Inc to Plainfield
Gas Realty LLC, 2246 North Avenue,
$995,000.

Barbara S. Swenson to Guy
Hauptman and Albena Moshkovich,
1152 Maple Hill Road, $568,100.

Michael and Barbara Lysenko to
1123 Jefferson Avenue LLC, 1123
Jefferson Avenue, $230,000.

Sally A. Walker and Christopher
Doyle to John Olsen and Kate
Legnetti, 2045 Jersey Avenue,
$370,500.

2065 Elizabeth Ave LLC to

Jonathan and Sophie Tabak, 2065
Elizabeth Avenue, $420,000.

William and Ana Soler to Evan and
Kimberly Rubenstein, 2133 Aldene
Avenue, $475,000.

Reaganjack Real Estate LLC to
Darren and Teresa Meyer, 8 Fieldcrest
Drive, $740,000.

Grayrock Partners LLC to Kunal
and Smiksha K. Sharma, 1926 West
Broad Street, $935,000.

Elaine Hochheiser to Richard and
Laura A. Browne, 1260 Meadow Lark
Lane, $595,000.

Nancy E. Karwoski to Sandro
Ocasio and Lisa A. Thorin, 2125
Gamble Road, $601,500.

Jeffrey G. and Susan M. Bonnell to
Nikola Janceski, 2160 Buttonwood
Lane, $560,000.

Robin L. Cherkes to Janey Chen, 8
Yarmouth Village, $305,000.

Yan and Nataliya Schwartzman to
Joshua and Sarah Leighton, 16
Yarmouth Village, $380,360.

Hudson City Savings Bank to Rohit
and Sangeeta Mehta, 1 Wilshire Run,
$860,000.

Estate of Mary M. Marshall to Rob-
ert and Stefania Virone, 8 Argyll
Court, $525,000.

Peter A. and Eileen M. Isola to
Mathew A. and Lori Lidofsky, 3 Fox
Court, $789,000.

Michael Voss to Robert and Stacy
Marcassoli, 1231 Sleepy Hallow
Lane, $685,000.

Liangshyng Jou and Xi Zheng to
Kannan and Deepa Muralikrishnan,
14 Swans Mill Lane, $810,000.

US Bank, N.A., Trustee to An-
thony Baker, 1231 Woodland Av-
enue, $301,600.

Gail Nemeth to Nicholas A. and
Laruen J. Sacco, 801 Raritan Road,
$410,000.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2016:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2016, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of March 24, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2016:

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on March 22, 2016.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on April 19,
2016 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2016 may
be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested
persons.

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2016 BUDGET

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE

Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $390,555.00
Total General Revenue $390,555.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS 2016

Operating
Salaries & Wages $155,500.00
Other Expenses $235,055.00

Total General Appropriations $390,555.00
1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $58.14

Lance: House Should Challenge
Obama Order on Amnesty

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) took to the
floor of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives speaking in strong support of
a House resolution that would add the
House of Representatives as an insti-
tution in support a court challenge to
President Barack Obama’s executive
orders on amnesty for illegal immi-
grants.

“I continue to oppose President
Obama’s illegal amnesty program. I
have long believed that the proper
venue to challenging the President’s
overreaching actions is primarily in
the courts of this country,” said Mr.
Lance during the debate period. “As
a lawyer who has practiced constitu-
tional law in my home State of New
Jersey, I have tried to study these
issues closely. There is no gray area:

Congress writes the laws, and the
executive branch enforces them.”

Mr. Lance was one of 68 members
of Congress — and the only member
of the New Jersey congressional del-
egation — to previously sign an am-
icus brief in support of a lawsuit
brought by a coalition of 26 states
against the President’s executive or-
der on immigration. Today’s vote puts
the full House on record in joining
support of the suit.

“Prosecutorial discretion cannot be
expanded to break the rule of law.
Given the President’s gross execu-
tive overreach, it is essential for this
institution to respond as a whole. This
action today is not only prudent but
an important and necessary step in
defense of the Constitution and the
rule of law,” Mr. Lance concluded.

Bill Enforcing Law On Lead Paint
Hazard Inspections Clears Panel

TRENTON – Legislation requir-
ing municipalities to conduct lead
paint hazard inspections in single-
and two-family rental housing within
the municipality cleared the Senate
State Government, Wagering, Tour-
ism and Historic Preservation Com-
mittee on March 14th.

According to a recent report in NJ
Spotlight, the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (DCA) did not enforce a
law signed by former Governor Jon
Corzine requiring inspections for lead-
paint hazards every five years, claim-
ing they did not have the staffing for it.
DCA also has said that it did not have
the resources to implement the law.

The bill would require a permanent
local agency or lead evaluation con-
tractor with the duty to inspect single-
family and two-family rental dwell-
ings to report annually the number of
inspections conducted and identify
areas that have a high risk of lead
exposure to the DCA. The depart-
ment would establish an electronic
system for this purpose. Under the
bill, the department would submit an
annual report to the Governor, the
legislature and Department of Health
detailing statewide lead inspection
activity and including recommenda-
tions for more efficient lead hazard

detection and abatement. The depart-
ment would also make this report
available to the public on the
department’s Internet website in a
searchable format.

Under the bill, municipalities would
be responsible for conducting inspec-
tions of single-family and two-family
rental dwellings for lead-based paint
hazards, but the DCA would remain
responsible for the promulgation of
regulations concerning the presence
of lead-based paint hazards in single-
family and two-family rental dwell-
ings pursuant to state law.

Before 1978, lead based paint was
used often because it was durable.
During this time the health effects were
not as well known. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, as a result, lead was banned
from being used in paint in 1978.

S-1937 cleared the committee by a
4-to-1 vote and now heads to the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee for further consideration.

More Government News

ROOM FOR RENT IN CRANFORD

3 bedroom fully furnished home.
Seeking female professional.
Washer/dryer, cable, parking.  NYC
Trans within walking dist-
ance. $775/mo includes utilities.

(908) 721-7045
SUMMER SITTER

Sitter needed to spend summer
weekdays with 2 middle school
age kids. Driver's license & car
required. 4 days/wk, 8 hrs/day. Send
email to sitter07090@gmail.com.

SHARE MOUNTAINSIDE HOME

2 or 3 non-smoking men to share
furn. 4 bdrm 4 bath expanded
ranch. Pvt room shared or pvt
bath, ldry, ½ acre yard, A/C, porch,
terrace, wood working shop, walk-
ing dist. to NJ Transit bus @Rt.22.
Divide utilities. Earn a part of your
housing cost by collaborating with
owner on projects: around home
or sales and marketing related to
R.E investment, reduce costs from
$850 to $500/mo. April 1st.

Jim, (908) 233-5507

OFFICE  PART-TIME

Weekdays in a small office setting
with a well-established company
in Scotch Plains. Must be reliable,
flexible, computer literate, and
have a pleasant phone manner.
Mail resume to SSI, P.O. Box 241,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076, or email
to helpwantedsp@gmail.com.

HOUSE CLEANING

Tired? No time to clean your house
or apartment? I will do it for you.
Excellent references. Free
Estimates! (862) 307-3481

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE

Newly renovated office in heart
of downtown Westfield.

Conference room, kitchen, foyer
included. $800.00 per month.

Call (908) 812-5485 Mike

VOLVO S80 2006 2.5T

4 Door Sedan, good condition,
pearl ice white, leather, front
wheel, power moonroof, rear
beepers, heat front seats/mirror,
garage kept, runs very well, safe,
93,000 miles, 1 owner $7100.00.

(917) 273-1630

BOOKKEEPER- FULL CHARGE

Union County distributor seeks Full
Charge Bookkeeper with the
following responsibilities:
Maintains QuickBooks general
ledger, prepare & deposit checks,
process sales invoices, process
accounts payable, manage and
record bi-weekly Paychex payroll,
prepare monthly bank
reconciliations, maintain employee
benefits, monitor bank line of credit
and wire transfers, process
SIMPLE plan withholdings.
Qualifications: minimum 5 years
as full charge bookkeeper with
QuickBooks, proficient with MS
excel and word, ability to plan and
organize, respect for
confidentiality, high attention to
detail. International experience
(wire transfers, customs, import/
export) a plus.

Please email resume to:
Job164234@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on April 7, 2016 at 7:30 pm,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Ernest Fantini, 444 Myrtle Av-
enue, Block 1101, Lot 26, R-3A Zone
(Single Family Zone) for permission to
replace the existing two-family dwelling
with a new two-family dwelling contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinances:

Section 23-6.1a3 – Non-Conforming
Uses. “That no non-conforming use may
be expanded.” Currently there are 2 prin-
cipal structures on existing lot.

Section 23-3.8 – R-3A Single Family
Zone. Proposed: The new two family dwell-
ing is approx. 2,752 square feet (32x43).

Use not allowed in R-3A Single Family
Zone.

Section 23-3.4a  - Front Yard Set-back.
Required: 30 feet. Existing: 20.6 feet. Pro-
posed: 26.3 feet.

Section 23-3.4a – Impervious Lot Cov-
erage. Required: 50% maximum Impervi-
ous Lot Coverage permitted. Existing:
52.56% Impervious Lot Coverage. Pro-
posed: 63.97% Impervious Lot Coverage.

Section 23-3.6Dc1 – Other Provisions
and Requirements. Required: One-family
detached dwellings and two-family dwell-
ing shall provide not less than two off-
street parking spaces for each dwelling
unit, one of which shall be a garage and the
second of which may be a driveway lead-
ing thereto. Existing: No existing garage
spaces. Existing driveway allows for at
least 6 parking spaces. Proposed: No ga-
rage spaces are proposed.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Land Use Boards
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See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAR MUSEUM UNDER GLASS…Westfield Historical Society member Lisa
Wendel admires the collection of model builder David Rogers, which comprised
the “Motoring In Miniature” exhibit at the organization’s Reeve House earlier
this month. The exhibit was featured from the “Muscle Car” era of the 1950s and
‘60s to others as old as 65 years.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

Extraordinary Unspecifiable Service
Notice of Contract Award

The Westfield Board of Education has
awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as an Extraordinary Unspecifiable
Service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5a
(2) the contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it are on file and available for public
inspection in the office of Westfield Board
Of Education.

Awarded to: Brown and Brown Pub-
lic Risk Advisors of New Jersey,
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

Board Approval: March 15, 2016
Cost: Fee to be paid by Insurance Com-

pany
Duration: March 15, 2016 through June

30, 2016
Purpose: Consulting Services as Insur-

ance Brokers
Dana Sullivan

Business Administrator
Board Secretary
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
132 Thomas Street

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

In accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act P.L.1975c.231, this is to ad-
vise that the Cranford Board of Education
will hold a Special Meeting on Tuesday,
April 5, 2016 beginning at 5:30 P.M. in the
Board Room at Lincoln School, 132 Tho-
mas Street, Cranford, New Jersey

The purpose of this meeting is for the
Board to interview candidates for the posi-
tion of Superintendent of Schools for the
Cranford Public School District.

No action will be taken at this meeting.
The meeting will be opened in Public and
the Board will go directly into Executive
Session.

By order of
Robert J. Carfagno

Business Administrator
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Probitas Verus Honos
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COZY QUILTS...Nancy Bassman, co-chairwoman of the Needle Nite program,
shows one of the 9Patchtastic quilt patterns at the March meeting at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church. The Needle Nite group will have a display and demonstra-
tion at the Harvest Quilters Show, taking place on Saturday, April 2, from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.

Needle Niters Plan Display
At Harvest Quilters Show

FANWOOD — The Needle Niters
of the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
invite all to visit their display and
demonstration on Saturday, April 2,
at the Harvest Quilters Show. The
show will take place from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.

The monthly Needle Nite session
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is scheduled for Friday, April 8, at
7:30 p.m., in Westminster Hall. Par-
ticipants may enter from Marian Av-
enue. This meeting will be on the
second Friday of the month.

The quilters will work on this
year’s quilt pattern, called
“9Patchtastic.” Knitters and those

who crochet will work on the projects
they make for charity.

All are welcome to come and see
what is being done and to join the
group.

If fabric, batting or yarn is needed,
Needle Niters may e-mail their re-
quests to needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

Donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants then take their newly-learned
skills for their use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
admin@fanwoodpc.org or check the
website at fanwoodpc.org.

Professor to Visit Library
For Talk on ‘Jersey Joke’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “The
Jersey Joke” on Wednesday, March
30, at 7 p.m. This program is funded
by the Horizons Speakers Bureau of
the New Jersey Council for the Hu-
manities, a state partner of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humani-
ties. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

Michael Aaron Rockland, profes-
sor and chairman of the Department
of American Studies at Rutgers Uni-
versity, will present the program.

New Jersey has long been the whip-
ping boy of New York City. Rarely
has a “Saturday Night Live” episode
or a Woody Allen movie spared New
Jersey. But, ironically, beginning in
1975, when Bruce Springsteen ap-
peared simultaneously on the covers
of both Time and Newsweek maga-
zines, and continuing with the fame
“The Sopranos” brought to New Jer-
sey, the state has been enjoying some-
thing of a renaissance, and the Jersey
joke has been in decline.

Professor Rockland’s early career
was in the United States Diplomatic
Service, during which he was a cul-
tural attache in Argentina and Spain.
He has won seven major teaching/
lecturing awards, including the Na-
tional Teaching Award in American
Studies. He has lectured in some 23
countries around the world. A regu-
lar contributor to New Jersey
Monthly magazine, Professor
Rockland also has worked in televi-
sion and film production, mostly for
PBS, including scripting and acting
in one movie.

This program is free and open to

the public. To register for the pro-
gram, visit the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website at wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

 The library will be closed tomor-
row, March 25, for Good Friday and
this Sunday, March 27, for Easter.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Mobile Meals Serves
Elderly, Homebound
WESTFIELD AREA — Mobile

Meals of Westfield offers meals to
elderly and homebound Union
County residents, such as those un-
able to shop or cook for them-
selves or who are unable to prepare
their own meals due to a short-term
or long-term disability.

A non-profit, charitable organi-
zation, Mobile Meals charges a
small fee for daily meals that con-
sist of a hot dinner and a cold
supper or just the hot dinner.

Nutritious meals are prepared by a
professional chef and are packaged
and delivered daily by volunteers.

There is no financial need re-
quirement to receive Mobile Meals.
Clients come from all walks of life
and all financial situations.

For more information, or to ar-
range for meal delivery, call Mo-
bile Meals of Westfield at (908)
233-6146.

Walter E. Boright

Walter Boright to Give Talk
On ‘Union County Bandits’

AREA — Walter E. Boright, area
author and historian, will be the fea-
tured speaker at the Union County
Historical Society’s an-
nual spring dinner on
Sunday, April 10. It will
begin at 2 p.m. at the
Garden Restaurant, lo-
cated at 943 Magie Av-
enue, Union.

Charles Shallcross,
Historical Society presi-
dent, noted, “Dr.
Boright’s topic is ‘Reign
of Terror – the Union
County Bandits.’ His
PowerPoint presenta-
tion will address the
gang of three bandits
who lived in Roselle Park and
Kenilworth. The trio caused a reign
of terror throughout Union County
from December 1920 to February
1921. The threesome committed a
total of 21 holdups of trolleys, auto-
mobiles and business offices before

being captured following a bloody
shootout on Morris Avenue. Dr.
Boright has gone through consider-

able research to carefully
document those events of
95 years ago.”

Mr. Shallcross added,
“The program is open to
Society members and the
general public. Advance
reservations are encour-
aged, as last year Dr.
Boright’s presentation
about the governors from
Union County drew a ca-
pacity crowd.”

Tickets are $32 per per-
son. Advance reservations
with checks payable to

UCHS should be sent to: William
Frolich, 116 East 4th Avenue, Roselle,
N.J. 07203. Individuals also should
indicate a choice of entrée: filet of
salmon, pasta with sauce, or chicken
saltimbocca. Tickets will not be sold
at the door.

PURIM GIFTS...Volunteers from the Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains prepared gift bags March 13 with groggers, treats and traditional
hamentashen cookies to be delivered to the entire congregation before the Jewish
holiday of Purim. In keeping with Congregation Beth Israel’s efforts to go green,
this year’s gift bags contained reusable water bottles imprinted with the temple’s
logo and stuffed with candy. The Sisterhood also donated Purim gift bags and
additional pounds of hamentashen to residents of AristaCare at Cedar Oaks, a
nursing home in South Plainfield, and to students at the Hillel of The College of
New Jersey. Pictured are chairwomen of the temple’s outreach project, from left,
Robin Sabony, Debbie Abrams, Carrie Jaffe, Marcia Wiener, Sisterhood co-
president; Ilyse O’Desky and Diana Cooper, Sisterhood co-president.

Scotch Plains Barber
Retires After 51 Years

PASSING ON THE SCISSORS...Vittorio “Vic” Passucci is retiring after 51 years
from his Vic’s Barber Shop, a mainstay on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. At left
is his son, Victor,  owner of VP Salon in Westfield, who is taking over the barber
shop along with his wife,  Allison.

SCOTCH PLAINS — For the past
51 years, barber Vittorio “Vic”
Passucci has been a mainstay on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, welcoming
people in and cutting their hair first at
Suriano’s Barbershop and then at his
own place, Vic’s Barber Shop.

Vic began his career as a teenage
apprentice in Italy. He moved to the
United States in 1962 and settled in
Scotch Plains with his family. He
began cutting hair at Suriano’s Bar-
bershop in 1965, back when the price
of a gallon of gas was 31 cents, gallon
of milk 95 cents, postage stamp 5
cents, and a haircut and shave with
Vic was $2.50.

In 1981, Vic opened up his own
barbershop on Park Avenue and has
been there since recently retiring. A
traditional style barbershop where
“walk-in” services are king, Vic has
been cutting generations of families’
hair from fathers to sons and even
grandsons.

“Although my father is a man of
few words, he connected with so many
people with his familial barbershop
and traditional ways,” says Victor
Passucci, Vic’s son and owner of VP
Salon in Westfield. “My father not

only loved his customers but loved
being part of the Scotch Plains
business community for over 51
years.”

Victor and his wife, Allison, both
born and raised in Scotch Plains, are
taking over Vic’s Barbershop and
keeping its traditions alive, complete
with its old-style feel and “walk-in”
services.

“My father is a special man and
Allison and I are excited to keep his
traditional barbershop going in a town
he loves being part of,” says Mr.
Passucci.Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PHILATELIST FANTASY...Stamp enthusiasts peruse the Excelsior collection at
the annual Westfield Stamp Show on March 5th in the Community Room at the
Westfield Municipal Building.

COUNTY – Union County resi-
dents 16 and older can contact the
Department of Parks and Recreation
Department now for information
about becoming a certified lifeguard
this summer at two county swimming
pools, the Walter Ulrich Memorial
Pool in Rahway and the John Russell
Wheeler Pool in Linden.

Applicants can begin the certifica-
tion process at age 15, but they must be

16 or older by completion of their train-
ing. The starting pay is $11 per hour.

The 2016 season begins Saturday,
June 25 and ends on Friday, Septem-
ber 5. To find out about certification
and physical requirements, e-mail the
Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation at
Warinanco@ucnj.org or call (908)
298-7849, Monday through Friday,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Certification for U.C. Lifeguards Offered

SEWING LOUNGE...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and local business leaders
attended a ribbon-utting Saturday for the Urban Sewciety Sewing Lounge and
Boutique, located upstairs at 66 Elm Street, suite 2, in Westfield. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Harold Star, Greater Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
board member; Jeff Christakos, Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Eco-
nomic Development chairman; Mayor Skibitsky; owner Megan Whitney; Charles
Whitney and Stephanie Branna, GWACC board member. Also attending but not
pictured was Sherry Cronin, DWC executive director.

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and 

strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our 
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civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand 
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merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for 
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WESTFIELD
Friday, March 11, a resident of the

200 block of Springfield Avenue re-
ported the theft of numerous pieces of
jewelry from a bedroom in the home
over the past several months. An un-
known suspect removed rings con-
taining various size diamonds, nu-
merous gold bracelets, a gold dress
watch and a gold choker necklace
from hidden jewelry boxes through-
out the room. The total value of the
theft is approximately $49, 207.

Monday, March 14, a burglary and
theft was reported at a residence on the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue. The
incident occurred between 10:20 a.m.
and 12:20 p.m. that day. The suspect
gained entry to the residence through a
rear window and stole computer equip-
ment, money and miscellaneous items.

Monday, March 14, a business on
the 100 block of East Broad Street
reported the theft of approximately
$149 worth of merchandise between
12:38 and 1:38 p.m., in which an
individual grabbed several items and
fled the store northbound on Elm
Street. The suspect was described as
a black male, between 6 feet and 6
feet, 2 inches tall, in his late 20s to 30
years old, and walking with a limp.
He was last seen wearing a navy blue
down jacket and navy blue pants.

Tuesday, March 15, Joel Hope, 33,
of Keyport was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield criminal warrant,
with bail of $5,000, after being picked
up from the Monmouth County jail.
Further investigation revealed that
Hope had a criminal warrant from
Scotch Plains, for $1,500, and a traffic
warrant from Fanwood, for $500. He
was processed, unable to post bail, and
turned over to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, March 15, Clifford
Lawson, 57, of Newark was arrested
on a Westfield traffic warrant, with
bail of $1,325. Lawson was picked
up at the Garwood Police Depart-
ment, processed and released on his
own recognizance.

Tuesday, March 15, Eric Meyer,
38, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of Sycamore
Street and Columbus Avenue. He was
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Tuesday, March 15, a business on
the 600 block of West North Avenue
reported the theft of approximately
$268.50 worth of merchandise that
day between 1:15 and 1:24 p.m. The
suspect, described as a white female
and approximately 37 years old, fled
the scene prior to officers’ arrival at
the business. The incident remained
under investigation.

Tuesday, March 15, a juvenile stu-
dent from a school located on Lamberts
Mill Road was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released to a parent.

Tuesday, March 15, a resident of
the 500 block of Cumberland Street
reported a burglary and theft. A shed
on the victim’s property was burglar-
ized sometime between September of
2015 and March 8, 2016. The victim
reported the theft of approximately
$3,850 worth of yard equipment.

Wednesday, March 16, a burglary
and theft was reported at a residence
on the 100 block of Lincoln Road that
occurred between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
that day. At the time of the report,
approximately $20,000 worth of jew-
elry was reported stolen.

Thursday, March 17, Jonathan
Bravo, 22, of Union was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)
under 50 grams, identified by police
as suspected marijuana, and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at North Av-
enue and Elm Street. He was pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance with a summons.

Thursday, March 17, Chandeep
Johal, 21, of Carteret was arrested at

Central Avenue and Clifton Street on
charges of driving while under the
influence and possession of a CDS
under 50 grams. He was processed
and released on his own recogni-
zance with summonses.

A passenger in the vehicle, Karnjit
Singh, 23, of Carteret, also was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of a CDS under 50 grams. Further
investigation revealed that Singh had
two traffic warrants — one from
Carteret, with bail of $750, and the
other from Westfield, with bail of
$500. He was processed and held.

FANWOOD
Monday, March 14, Ivy Wade, 33,

of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Princeton
following a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Terrill Road and East Front
Street. Wade was processed, posted
bail and released.

Monday, March 14, Wanda
Howard, 52, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Metuchen following a motor ve-
hicle stop in the area of South Av-
enue and Second Street. Howard was
processed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, March 15, Desiree Jones,
26, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. Jones was processed,
posted bail and released.

Saturday, March 19, a victim re-
ported that an unknown person stole
her iPhone while she was at the
Fanwood Recycling Center on North
Avenue between 8:30 a.m. and 1:03
p.m.. The value of the phone is $800.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, March 14, an individual

was observed entering a motor ve-
hicle belonging to a Cicilia Place
resident during the overnight hours.
The resident had called police at
5:30 a.m. to report observing some-
one entering the unlocked vehicle,
which was parked in the driveway.
The suspect was described as a thin
black male wearing a black hoodie.
Scotch Plains police, with the assis-
tance of Fanwood police, searched
the area but were unable to locate the
individual.

Tuesday, March 15, Christopher
Moreno-Fiallos, 22, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana following a motor
vehicle stop on Rahway Road. While
speaking with Moreno-Fiallos, po-
lice said they observed marijuana
cigarettes in the ashtray. Moreno-
Fiallos was placed under arrest, trans-
ported to police headquarters for pro-
cessing and released on a summons.

Tuesday, March 15, Alfredo
Caceres, 35, of Roselle was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Roselle Park following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Park Avenue. Caceres
was transported to police headquar-
ters for processing.

Tuesday, March 15, Robert Boyce,
29, of Selbyville, Del. was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after police re-
sponded to a report of an uncon-
scious man behind the wheel of a
motor vehicle with its engine run-
ning. Boyce remained unconscious
during the encounter and was trans-
ported to the hospital for medical
treatment. A police investigation at
the scene led to Boyce receiving the
DWI charge.

Sunday, March 20, Victor Pena-
Polanco, 56, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Plainfield following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Raritan Road. Pena-
Polanco was transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Sunday, March 20, Saladine Nunez,
Jr., 28, of Fords was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
following a motor vehicle stop on
Park Avenue, where police detected
an order of marijuana. An investiga-
tion led to police finding marijuana on
Nunez’s person, authorities said.
Nunez was arrested and transported
to police headquarters for processing.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
final revised ordinance as follows was
passed and adopted by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield at a meeting
thereof held on March 22, 2016.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2061

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGES ORDINANCE FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 4”

1 T - 3/24/16, The Leader Fee: $15.81
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Wardlaw-Hartridge Student
Excels in Lighting Design
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

The Brothers Grimsby
Fraternally Filthy

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I don’t quite know yet if I’ve been
scarred for life by Sacha Baron
Cohen’s The Brothers Grimsby, an
audacious exercise in bad taste that
goes over the top and, like a play-
ground swing gone wild, loops around
a few times. It’d be easy to simply say
it’s tasteless, vulgar garbage that
would push the envelope of even the
most broadminded viewers and end
the review right here. But then that
would only be 68 words and they pay
me the big bucks to deliver 830, give
or take a bon mot. Besides, I laughed
here and there and it may be therapeu-
tic to analyze why.

Telling the tale of Nobby Butcher
(Sacha Baron Cohen) and Sebastian
Graves (Mark Strong), brothers ema-
nating from lower class roots in
England’s decrepit Grimsby and sepa-
rated in adolescence, it’s amazing
there’s still a sacred cow or two that
hasn’t been upturned by film’s end.
Granted, there are a few witty and so-
called legitimate laughs. But you’d
need the literary equivalent of Mr.
Whitney’s cotton gin to separate those
instances from the greater morass of
offensive material that populates Mr.
Cohen’s screenplay, untidily directed
by Louis Leterrier.

Essentially one big dirty joke,
The Brothers Grimsby reminds of
the bratty kid who has just learned a
new obscenity and won’t cease blurt-
ing it. On and on it goes, and just
how far Cohen’s smut mill will go,
well, that’s the question. If you don’t
walk out by the quarter mark, either
you really love the franchise (like
the guy behind us who couldn’t stop
howling), you’re on the clock like
me (my excuse), or, you’re just cu-
rious to see if there is an absolute
bottom to the depths Cohen will
sink in the name of shock and de-
basement.

It’s sort of like the idea of infinity
applied to humor. We figure there’s a
limit somewhere out there, but then
what unthinkable crudity lies beyond
that? It’s a bit scary. While the truly
important aspects regarding freedom
of speech are oft constricted by inva-
sive government, the consolation to
the masses is a slackening in decorum
and what’s considered improper. It’s
now OK for words to dress in

sweatpants. While this fuddy-duddy
is at least three decades behind in
sitcom viewing, when some of it
flashes before me I can’t help but ask,
“Is that allowed now?”

All this said, Sacha Baron Cohen
has found his niche among the great
unwashed, combining sarcastic so-
cial criticism, whatever bawdiness
comes to mind and his trademarked
method of skirting and/or crossing
the line of impropriety we viewers
subconsciously establish. The art is
to catch you off guard, no matter what
insanity has preceded. Just when you
think he’s sincere, here comes his
newest outrage. It’s a bit of a mind
game between comic and audience,
our internal gatekeeper deciding what
is all in good fun, no matter how vile,
and what is downright cruel.

Assuming you haven’t taken to the
exit or lapsed into a protective coma
by the aforementioned ¼ mark, it
kind of gets giddy after a while. Some-
what inured to the incessant foulness,
you laugh not at how the filmmaker
constantly strives to top himself, and
not at what new profanity he may
unleash around the next corner, but at
the idea of the process itself. Perhaps
saying something, profound or not,
about the human condition, it’s a rather
silly thing for a grown man to be
pursuing, made all the more comical
when you give pause to think what a
fortune there is in it.

All the same, giving Cohen more
credit than he is likely due, he uses the
occasion to sprinkle some left-handed
social observations by fiddling with
the concept of environment vs. genet-
ics. Sebastian, brought up in wealth
and luxury but marked by the separa-
tion from his big bro, grows up to be
“the world’s greatest spy.” Nobby, on
the other hand, raised in the system,
takes funny pride in his lower class
heritage. Living on the dole with his
sweetheart, Dawn (Rebel Wilson),
and their 11 illegitimate but adoring
kids, he’s as happy as the bedbugs he
doubtlessly harbors.

But alas the football hooligan is
missing one component in his other-
wise hoi polloi nirvana: Sebastian. So
it’s all the more gratifying that, when
the two are finally reunited, their glo-
rious childhood dreams have a chance
of revivification in the context of a
world-saving gambit. You see, bad
but powerful elitists are figuring to
wipe out the Earth’s poor folk with a
fatal virus.

 Indeed, the secret agent-silly
brother scenario has been done ad
nauseam, but never so nauseatingly.
As its notorious elephant scene (don’t
ask) proves, Cohen goes where no
comic actor has dared go before, and
probably with good reason. Still, al-
though certain it’s our duty to warn
people not to see “The Brothers
Grimsby,” we can’t help but laugh
guiltily while doing so.

***
 The Brothers Grimsby, rated R, is

a Columbia Pictures release directed
by Louis Leterrier and stars Sacha
Baron Cohen, Mark Strong and Rebel
Wilson. Running time: 113 minutes

EDISON – Arianna Caiola of
Westfield, a senior at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, discov-
ered a new passion during her high
school years.

While many teens are looking for
the spotlight, Arianna has found a
happy home behind it. She has gradu-
ally become an integral member of
the school’s stage and lighting crew
and recently worked on her last school
musical, Damn Yankees.

“I enjoy the sense of community
you get from working with other mem-
bers of the crew,” Arianna said. “We
all worked together to create an amaz-
ing show.”

Damn Yankees enjoyed a success-
ful four-performance run at Wardlaw-
Hartridge from March 3 to 6.
Arianna’s contributions certainly
aren’t lost on Becky Randazzo, the
director of the school’s drama and
musical productions.

 “Arianna has been an asset to light-
ing our past productions. She has an
understanding of how the equipment
works and what is needed for each
scene. She’s very hands-on and we’ve

been very fortunate to have her in-
volved in lighting our shows,”
Randazzo said. “Stage lighting is
needed to provide visibility for the
production as well as help set the
mood.”

For the past three years, Arianna
has been involved behind the scenes
on the school’s productions, includ-
ing Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon,
Witness for the Prosecution, High
School Musical and Annie. She has
also lighting design experience with
other productions such as Funny Girl,
Godspell, Middletown and Chicago.

Arianna is looking forward to a
bright future as she plans to study
lighting design in college. She’s been
accepted to Savannah College of Art
and Design, Temple University and
University of North Carolina School
of the Arts and is awaiting admission
news from other schools before mak-
ing her decision this spring.

“I hope to learn more about the use
of color lighting, as well as mood,”
Arianna said. “I have not learned much
about the placement of lights, or the
history of lights.”

NJYT to Hold Auditions for
Summer Production

Panelists:
Rev. Ronald Allen, Ms. Tamecka Dixon, Ms. Gretchan Ohlig, Dr. Brenda Jemal

Mr. Peter Renwick, Rabbi Douglas Sagal and Police Chief David Wayman

Moderators:  Rev. William E. Lawson and Dr. Claudia Cohen

COMMUNITY

DISCUSSION

ON RACE

Monday, April 4th

7:30-9:30 pm 

Westfield High School Auditorium

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Association of Westfield 

invites you to a town-wide . . . 

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

YOUNG PATRIOTS...Earlier in the year, students from Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung were invited to enter the "Voice of Democracy Patriotic
Audio Essay Contest," sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW).
Contestants were asked to record a two- to five-minute audio recording addressing
the theme, "My Vision for America." Winning entries from the Mount were
submitted to Local VFW Post 10122 in Scotch Plains where they were judged for
originality, content and delivery. Juniors Alexandra Aloe of Scotch Plains,
pictured left, and Olivia Carini of Chatham, pictured right, won first and second
place, respectively, after which their essays moved on to be judged at the county
level. There, Olivia captured second place and Alexandra earned third place
distinction. During a ceremony on March 16 at the VFW District 5 Post in
Kenilworth, Alexandra and Olivia were awarded plaques and a monetary award
for their achievement. Their essays also moved on to be judged statewide.

 Majestic Winds to Perform
Spring Concert at St. Helen’s

ROSELLE PARK –  This coming
summer, New Jersey Youth Theatre
(NJYT) will be presenting the Broad-
way masterpiece Into the Woods with
music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
and book by James Lapine. Perfor-
mances will be presented July 21 to
August 7 at  the Wharton Institute for
the Performing Arts in Berkeley Heights.

Open singing auditions for Into the
Woods will be held at the Wharton
Institute, 60 Locust Avenue in Berke-
ley Heights, on Saturday, April 2 from
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and at the NJYT/
Audio Inc. Studios, 172 W. Westfield
Avenue in Roselle Park, on Saturday,
April 9 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Move-
ment callbacks are at 6 p.m. the same
evening at the studio. Final Callbacks
will be Sunday, April 16 by appoint-
ment.  Open orchestra auditions will
be held on Friday, April 8 from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at the Wharton Institute’s
second venue at 570 Central Avenue in
New Providence. Seeking a diverse
cast and orchestra, performers and
musicians ages 15 to 25+ with classi-
cal and nonclassical vocal, acting,
music, and instrumental training are
encouraged to audition. Cast
auditionees should bring a headshot,
resume, and sheet music in the correct
key.  Actors are welcomed and encour-
aged to sing a selection from the show.
The orchestra will be similar to a cham-
ber ensemble, consisting of piano, vio-
lin, flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet/flute,
cello, and viola. Musicians will be
asked to play a piece of their choice,
but it should be in a similar genre to the
show.

NJYT Artistic Director, Cynthia
Meryl stated: “We are especially de-
lighted to be collaborating with the
Wharton Institute for the Performing
Arts.  The school is a state leader in
training musicians and vocalist and we
are proud to be invited into their venue,
and one that is quite a bit different than
our past performing spaces.  In this
intimate setting, we will have the op-
portunity to present  Into the Woods
environmentally, so that the audience
feels they are actually in the woods.
This will be a creative challenge, and
a totally different theatrical experi-
ence for the participants and audience
members.”

Into the Woods brings everyone’s
favorite storybook characters together
for a timeless yet relevant piece and
rare modern classic. The story follows
a Baker and his wife who wish to have
a child, Cinderella who wishes to at-
tend the King’s Festival, and Jack who
wishes his cow would give milk. When
the Baker and his wife learn that they
cannot have a child because of a witch’s
curse, the two set off on a journey to
break the curse. Everyone’s wish is
granted, but the consequences of their
actions return to haunt them later with
disastrous results. Into the Woods pre-
miered on Broadway on November 5,
1987, where it won several Tony
Awards.

For further information regarding
auditions including cast breakdown,
technical apprenticeships, or general
NJYT information, go to
www.njyouththeatre.org or call (908)
233-3200.

WESTFIELD – Majestic Winds,
the professional wind band of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), will present a spring con-
cert at the St. Helen’s Church, 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, on Thurs-
day, April 7 at 7:30 p.m.

The ensemble will be directed by
Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff
instrumental instructor.  “Our musi-
cal offerings are geared to please a
variety of musical tastes and range
from Renaissance to Ragtime favor-
ites,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

“Raymond” Overture by Ambroise
Thomas, Selections from “Gigi” by
Alan Jay Lerner  and “Deep Purple”
by Peter DeRose will be the main
selections on the first half of the con-
cert.  Ballet music from William Tell”
by Rossini will also be featured on
this program. Several fine marches
will also be performed which include
“New Colonial” by R. B. Hall and
“National Spirit”  by S. E. Hummel.
Additional numbers included in this

concert are: “Les Sirenes” Waltz by
Emile Waldteufel, “John Grey”
Foxtrot by Matvey Blanter, “On the
Wings of Lightning” Galop by John
Philip Sousa and “Symphonic Pre-
lude” by John Cacavas.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free and contributions
will be gratefully accepted. For addi-
tional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696
or email njwaband@att.net.

Bishop George Ahr to
Host Alumni Family Day

EDISON – Bishop George Ahr
High School alumni are invited to
attend the first annual Alumni Family
Day on Saturday, April 23 on the
grounds of the school at One Tingley
Lane in Edison.

The event will feature alumni tents
for each decade, and events for all
ages including alumni sports games,
school tours, children’s activities,
music, a barbecue and an opportunity
to visit with current and past teachers
and coaches. The day will conclude
with the presentation of the St. Tho-
mas Aquinas and Athletic Hall of
Fame awards.

“As an alumnus, President of the
Alumni Association and current fac-
ulty member, it has always been im-
portant to me that Bishop Ahr alumni
feel they are part of our school,” said
Mark Fiore, Class of 1995. “Our
alumni and their committee is excited
to introduce this event and continue
this tradition for years to come. I
encourage alumni and their families
to revisit, reconnect, network, remi-
nisce, and most importantly just join
us for a fun-filled day.”

Currently in its 47th year, Bishop
George Ahr High School boasts close
to 10,000 alumni who reside through-

out New Jersey and the U.S.
“Bishop George Ahr High School

has continued to grow and flourish
and our alumni have been a vital part
of our continued success as an institu-
tion,” said Deborah Chippendale, di-
rector of advancement and alumni.
“Our alumni are active in all areas of
the workforce.  From political lead-
ers to CEOs, television executives to
researchers, and teachers to parents,
our alumni have defined themselves
as leaders in today’s world.”

“As our school community contin-
ues to provide a well-rounded Catho-
lic education to future generations,”
Ms. Chippendale said, “we are com-
mitted to remain connected to our
alumni, who represent our rich his-
tory and decades of scholastic
achievement.”

Founded in 1969 as St. Thomas
Aquinas High School, today Bishop
George Ahr High School remains a
private, coeducational college prepa-
ratory school of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Metuchen.

To register for the Alumni Family
Day, contact the advancement and
alumni office at (732) 549-1108 ext.
605 or register online at
www.bgahs.org.

HAVING A BALL...Franklin School Principal Eileen Cambria and Assistant
Principal Scott Lipson try out the photo op spot at the “Bash” parent-teacher
social and fundraiser.

Franklin School PTO Hosts
Annual Social, Fundraiser

WESTFIELD - The Franklin El-
ementary School PTO hosted its an-
nual parent-teacher social and
fundraiser, The Bash, on March 12 at
The Primavera Regency, where over
200 guests attended.

According to event Co-chairs Mary
Alice Feinstein and Tracy O'Keefe,
"This event celebrates everything that
makes Franklin School so special - the
staff, the students, and the amazing
parent community.”  They added, “We
are very grateful for the support from
the local community; this event would
not have been successful without the
generous donations from so many local
businesses.”

The school's music teacher, Brent
Geyer, entertained the crowd with live
piano music during cocktail hour. As-

sistant Principal Scott Lipson emceed
the Live Auction.

Principal Eileen Cambria said, “We
are blessed with an amazing PTO, which
plans this wonderful event to benefit
Franklin every year.  I am beyond grate-
ful for everything they to do help make
Franklin school even brighter.”

Providence College
Tells Dean’s List

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – Melissa
Keiser of Scotch Plains has been named
to the Dean's List at Providence Col-
lege for the Fall 2015 semester:

Melissa is the daughter of Thomas
and Jenifer Keiser. Ms. Keiser is a
member of the class of 2016 majoring
in Biology.
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CASUAL SATURDAY...The Back Porch Jugband performs at the Artisan Market held at Cranford's Community Center
last Saturday. Gary P. Cohen, left, John LaSala and Mark Toman entertained with vocals and unique instruments such as
saw, jug, washtub bass, banjitar, bowed psaltery, as well as guitar.

SPFHS’s Mystery of Edwin Drood
Keeps Audiences Guessing

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Cranford $399,000
Step back in time & explore this 1910
Victorian awaiting your updates & personal
touches. Ideal location, close to vibrant town!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3285414

Fanwood $405,000
Wonderful split level w/updt kit, ground flr
family rm, beautiful deck. Commuters dream,
close to downtown & NYC transportation.

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3289542

Garwood $279,000
Opportunity knocks with this nice sized &
well maintained 4 bedroom Colonial with a
first flr bedroom. Close to everything location.

Agent: Ileen Cuccaro MLS: 3279611

Westfield $1,249,999
New construction, by Premier Design Custom
Homes, boasts 4 levels of living space, top of
the line finishes, & so much more!

Agent: Christie Lee Sargent MLS: 3282303

Westfield $1,195,000
Storybook 4BR colonial in the heart of
Wychwood with fabulous blend of 1936
architectural detail w/an updated flr plan!

Agent: Barbara Lang MLS: 3286322

Westfield $1,479,000
Stunning & spacious new Colonial on deep
lot. Great location, open concept living, 4 flrs
of living, ready for June delivery!

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3278551

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – For the last
two weekends, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Repertory
Theatre cast members, in full cos-
tume and make-up, circulated in the
audience before each performance of
their annual musical. This is unthink-
able for most productions – actors are
to be the character, assume the perso-
nae and not break the illusion. The
Mystery of Edwin Drood written by
Rupert Holmes, produced by Jan
Allen and directed by Matt
Capodicasa, however, is presented as
a play-within a play. So the students
are billed as “actors” of England’s
Music Hall Royale and using authen-
tic sounding British accents, walk up
and down the aisles and introduce
themselves to the audience members.

Chairman (Daniel Dawson) inter-
rupts their chatting with the rousing
opening song, “There You Are.” He
introduces the “actors” who play John
Jasper (the hilarious Sean Cheney), a
wacky bipolar choirmaster, his young
nephew Edwin Drood purposely
played by a woman (the versatile
Caroline Scobee) and Drood’s
financee Miss Rosa Bud (golden-
voiced Julia Guarneri). Rosa is also
Jasper’s voice pupil and the object of
his crazy/scary obsession. In the
haunting song "Moonfall,” we see
how creepy the relationship is as an
emotional Rosa Bud tries to sing the
love song he has written for her.

The entrance of the solemn Rever-
end Crisparkle (Ethan Graham)
breaks up the awkward moment. He
introduces the strangers he has with
him: exotic twin sister and brother
adult orphans, emigrants from Ceylon,
Helena (Erin Sheehy) and Neville
Landless (Joshua Wiener). Neville
seems drawn to Rosa, and the plot
thickens when Edwin, Jasper and
Neville become instant rivals.

The Chairman, with tongue in
cheek, intermittently reminds the au-
dience that this mystery is the last
piece written by Charles Dickens, but
it was unfinished because of his un-

timely death. He also encourages us
to look for clues throughout the show.

Through an elaborate set, (terrific
scenic design by Jeffrey Allen) that
opens at times like a book, the audi-
ence is transported to various spots.
In an opium den in London, Princess
Puffer (the talented Sara Miller) un-
folds her life’s tale in the “Wages of
Sin.” Jasper, a regular client of hers,
cries out the name “Rosa Bud” while
in a hallucinogenic stage. The ballet
of Jasper's Vision is a lovely moment.

The Chairman, taking on the role
of the Mayor (Daniel Dawson, now
speaking in a completely different
voice) sings of rivalry in “Both Sides
of the Coin.” Later, a drunken stone
mason named Durdles (Joshua
Axelrod), and his assistant Deputy
(Ryan Abraham) provide comic re-
lief in the crypt/grave yard scene.

Jasper arranges a Christmas Eve
dinner for Crisparkle, Rosa and Drood
and the Landless twins where he tries
to get the rivals to shake hands and
make up. The obsessive Jasper serves
a doctored wine to his guests who
depart into a stormy night. The next
day Drood is missing, but his torn and
bloodied coat is found by the river
precisely where he and Neville were
walking the night before.

At this point, the Chairman offers
diversion by dismissing one of his
“actors,” Bazzard (Conor Flood), who
sings handsomely of his bad luck in
never being in the spotlight. Playing
an unrecognized, awkward actor,
Bazzard surprises the audience with
his rich, lush voice.

Act I ends with the upbeat nonsen-
sical “Off to the Races” that features
almost the entire cast on stage. Rol-
licking choreography by Jennifer
DiGiuseppe utilizes fun kick lines
and refreshing moves that spotlight
talented specialty dancers.

Act II, there is no sign of Drood
causing suspicion of his death. Two
out-of-town “detectives” arrive on an
incredible, gigantic locomotive. One
stranger is Princess Puffer (whose
ballad is especially touching), and
the other is a detective, named Dick
Datchery. The solution to the mystery

is about to be revealed when the Chair-
man admits that there is really no
ending because that’s how Dickens
left it when he died.

So various suspects’ motives are pre-
sented and the audience, with applaud-
ing and cheering for favorites or booing
and hissing of the villains, determine
the conclusion of the show. This in itself
is no mean feat; for that reason alone,
this is not a staple in the lexicon of high
school musicals. It takes many good
voices strong acting ability and techni-
cal crew who can turn on a dime.

Many of the songs are a mouthful
of words delivered at breakneck
speed. No problem for the orchestra,
comprised of a dozen student musi-
cians and as many professionals, is
under the expert baton of Durand
Thomas. It handles easily the ever-
changing tempos and musical styles.
Split-second timing with superior
lighting by Thomas Rowe and musi-
cal punctuation, help to magnify the
zany faces Jasper and the twins make
when information is revealed dra-
matically about each of them.

Hats off to Mr. Capodicasa, Ms.
Allen and Ms. DiGiuseppe for ter-
rific casting of acting abilities, sing-
ing prowess and dancing expertise
and to the students whose talents
brought the unsolved mystery to life.

Visual Arts Center to Honor
Congressman Lance

SUMMIT – On Saturday, April 2,
the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
will hold its annual spring benefit “A
Night Under the Stars” at the Art Center
in Summit, featuring a seated VIP din-
ner with Live Auction followed by an
After Party with cocktails, dessert and
Silent Auction.  During the VIP Dinner,
the Art Center will honor Congressman
Leonard Lance for his important advo-
cacy of the arts both in the state of New
Jersey and across the country. In addi-
tion, the Art Center will award Tariq
“Black Thought” Trotter of the hip hop
band the Roots with the “Art
Changemaker Award.”

“We are excited to have Congress-
man Lance as our honoree,” says
Melanie Cohn, Executive Director of
the Art Center, “as a national arts
advocate, I have seen first-hand the
important leadership that Congress-
man Lance provides in the arts. As a
co-chair of the Congressional Arts
Caucus, he is a national leader and
reaches across the aisle in his support
of the arts.”

New this year, the Art Center will
also award the “Art Changemaker
Award,” in support of an individual in

New Jersey who represents the how
art can be a positive force for social
good. This year’s award winner is
Tariq Trotter, better known as Black
Thought, an American rap artist and
the lead singer/MC for the Philadel-
phia-based Hip-Hop group, The
Roots, the house band for the new
“Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon.” Trotter has used his creative
talent to support social issues includ-
ing the AIDS epidemic; progressive
education and health care for impov-
erished women and children.

Coinciding with the Night Under
the Stars Gala is an early VIP opening
of an exciting new exhibition in the
Art Center’s Main and Strolling Gal-
leries: Recharging the Image: Selec-
tions from the Mott-Warsh Collec-
tion.  Featuring artworks by nation-
ally-recognized artists including
Romare Bearden, Charles White,
Carrie Mae Weems, Whitfield Lovell,
Hank Willis Thomas, and Kehinde
Wiley, as well as NJ artists Philemona
Williamson and Nefertiti Goodman.

Proceeds from A Night Under the
Stars will be used to fund the Art
Center's acclaimed contemporary art

exhibitions as well as outreach initia-
tives, including arts enrichment for
underserved children, seniors, and low
income families.

Tickets for the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey 2016 Spring Gala are
on sale now. Tickets for the full event
which begins at 6 p.m. and includes
cocktails, VIP dinner and Live and
Silent Auctions are $500.  Tickets can
be purchased for just the After Party
portion of the evening featuring the
Art Center’s renowned Silent Art Auc-
tion which offers a wide range of
contemporary art available for bid.
The After Party begins at 8:30 p.m.
Tickets are $60, $75 at the door. The
Night Under the Stars Gala co-chairs
are Terri Friedman of Livingston and
Wolfgang Guenther of Summit.

The Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey is located at 68 Elm Street in
Summit, New Jersey, easily acces-
sible by New Jersey Transit. Visit
www.artcenternj.org for more infor-
mation about these exhibitions and
programs. Adult and children’s group
tours are available throughout the year.
Visit www.artcenternj.org for more
information.

Nassau Film Festival
Accepting Submissions

PRINCETON – The Nassau Film
Festival announced that it is accept-
ing submissions for the 2016 festival
to be held at Princeton’s Garden The-
atre on Sunday, May 15 from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Organizers are seeking short
films from 30 seconds to 20 minutes
in length. The festival is open to all
genres and styles. The deadline to
submit is Saturday, April 30.

Films can be submitted online
nassaufilmfestival.org or by sending
to Libelula Productions, PO Box
1063, Cranford, NJ, 07016. Entry fee
per film is $35 general, $20 for col-
lege and high school students.

To learn more visit
nassaufilmfestival.org.

Susan Devaney and her real estate team at The Mavins Group have 
moved to Keller Williams® Realty. Together they offer a one-stop 
solution for families managing life transitions. Their personalized 
services include:

We Are Under a
 New Roof

Real Estate | Move Management

So much more than a move.

Contact us today to schedule a free consultation on any of our 
many services or to receive a Comparative Market Analysis on 
your home. Direct: 908.233.6200  |  TheMavinsGroup.com 

BUYING or SELLING a HOME 
 relocating  downsizing

 home staging  move management

 organizing  concierge services

188 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ
Office: 908.233.8502 x475
Each office is independently owned & operated.

Cheryl Siko

Merry Wisler

Marianne Slamm

Susan Devaney



Join in the Celebration!

Celebrating 100 years
of Tillinghast golf,

incredible dining and
exciting social activities

for adults & kids.

Don't
miss out.

A limited number
of memberships
remain available.

Call today.



SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 TILLINGHAST TURN u  SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076

908.233.1300 u  SHACKAMAXONCC.COM

Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members have experienced a lifetime
of treasured moments.
We invite you to experience yours. Challenge yourself on our magnificent course
designed by legendary architect A.W. Tillinghast. Savor fine and casual dining
prepared and served in a contemporary setting. Enjoy the amenities of the area’s
most unique state-of-the-art swim complex.

A limited number of memberships remain available.
For more information call 908.233.1300 or visit our website at Shackamaxoncc.com.

At any moment... a    GREAT moment.

Great Times Great Food Great Golf
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l'ennemi du journaliste

SEAN LEONARD, MIKE SMITH, HUNTER REMLEY, JACK SCHETELICH LED COUGARS IN ‘O’

Cougars Had a Bounce Back Season in Boys Basketball
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team’s 73-60 loss at
the hands of Snyder in the first
round of the NJSIAA playoffs put
an unhappy punctuation mark on
what was largely a bounce back
season for the Cougars. After stag-
gering to a 6-16 record during an
injury-plagued 2014-15 cam-
paign, Cranford rallied to post a
14-9 overall mark this season. In
many ways, their season-ending
loss to Snyder was indicative of
the obstacles the Cougars faced
and the grit they showed in deal-
ing with them this year.

Playing in perhaps the tough-
est county in the state, Cranford
was frequently at a size disad-
vantage against their opponents.
Against Snyder, this proved to
be the case once again as the
Cougars had to deal with the
talented 6’9” frontcourt player
Ron Washington, who scored 23
points and pulled down 11 re-
bounds.

“We actually did pretty well
against him after a slow start,”
said Cranford Head Coach Ryan
Huber. “We made a run and had
that game down to 43-42 mid-
way through the third quarter
but then they opened it back up
to about a ten point lead again.
They were something like 19 out
of 20 from the free throw line in
that game. We kept coming back
at them, got it down to four again
but in the end it just wasn’t

enough.”
Such was the story of the

Cranford season. The Cougars
showed their will and their talent
throughout the season. They
went on a nice mid schedule run
and secured a winning record.
They scored blowout wins against
several opponents, including
Metuchen (35 points), Koinonia

Academy (24 points), Johnson
(19 points) and Brearley (16
points). They also acquitted
themselves nicely in losses to St.
Mary’s of Elizabeth, Rahway and
Snyder.

At one point, the Cougars won
seven of eight games to up their
record to 13-5. In the end, they
simply did not have quite enough

to take down the talented, big-
ger teams they would face in the
playoffs and county tournament.

“We had a really nice stretch of

games there in the middle por-
tion of the season where we won
a lot of games in a row,” said
Huber. “We defeated Johnson in
the first round of the county tour-
nament. That was a really nice
win for us. We even played very
well against St. Mary’s of Eliza-
beth. Anyone that has played in
that environment knows it is a

tough place to win. We were
right there in that game.”

The Cougars came into the sea-
son determined not to suffer
through the kind of struggle they
had a year earlier. A solid, vet-
eran lineup of versatile, capable

scorers made Cranford a tough
match-up for any opponent this
year.

“The difference between this
year and the previous year really
was in the experience level of
this team,” said Huber. “We lost
players this season too but there
was a calmness and an attitude
of maturity that helped us navi-
gate those losses.”

Eight seniors led this year’s
Cranford team. Sean Leonard led
the team in field goals with 55
and averaged 10.4 points per
game and was often the team’s
catalyst on offense. He had a
season high of 23 points against
St. Mary’s.

Jack Schetelich was next with
49 field goals (6.7 ppg).
Schetelich will be playing foot-
ball next fall at Villanova. Michael
Smith led the Cougars with 50
three-point field goals (258
points, 12.3 ppg). Smith dropped
in 25 points in the loss to Snyder.
Hunter Remley poured in 14.5
points per game, including 45
three-point shots.

Other key seniors set to depart
this year include Rich Dugandzic,
David Fonseca, Chris Remley and
Joe Norton.

“Some of them may go on to
play basketball at college,” said
Huber. “Sean Leonard might play
football and basketball. Hunter
Remley will probably play in col-
lege. Others like Jack Schetelich
and Joe Norton will be playing
other sports. Schetelich is going
to Villanova for football and
Norton will play baseball at
Montclair State University.”

The cupboard will be far from
bare when Huber sets up camp
again for next season. Returning
players include Ryan Bakie (8.2
ppg), Colin Budries, Chris Curry,
Tom Curry, Alex Gall, Kyle Ledford
(5.3 ppg) and Brian Oblachinksi.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAPING FOR THE BALL…Cougar senior Sean Leonard leaps for the ball in a game against Oratory Prep earlier in
the season. Leonard, Hunter Remley, Jack Schetelich and Mike Smith provided a lot of offense for the Cougars.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Boys Lacrosse Team Prepares for the Regular Season
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Cranford Committee Unveils
$36.73-Million Budget For ’16

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Township Committee unani-
mously approved the introduc-
tion of the 2016 budget at its
official meeting Tuesday night.

The $36.73-million budget calls
for $22.47 million to be raised
from local taxes. This is a
$550,136 increase over 2015’s
municipal tax levy. The impact
on the average household as-
sessed at $182,056 is a 1.42-
percent tax increase to $2,465.

Mayor Andis Kalnins said he
thought the budget was “fair and
balanced” and meets the needs
of the township while keeping
municipal taxes low.

Echoing praise for the hard work
put into the process by Township
Administrator Terence Wall, CFO
Lavona Patterson, and the com-
mittee, Commissioner Thomas
Hannen, Jr. remarked that this is
the fourth consecutive year that
the committee has unanimously
approved the budget, which will
receive a final hearing on Tues-
day, April 26.

According to state law, the
township can increase its budget
appropriations by 3.5 percent
over the previous year if autho-
rized by ordinance. If a munici-
pality does not increase appro-
priations at that rate, it may
bank the difference between the
final budget appropriations and
the 3.5-percent increase.

The committee determined that
the difference between the 3.5-
percent increase and its planned
appropriations is $917,399.70.
By an ordinance introduced Tues-
day night, the committee would
retain that amount as an excep-
tion to final appropriations in ei-
ther of the next two years as part

of a cap bank.
In other business at Tuesday’s

meeting, the committee unani-
mously approved a final reading
of an ordinance increasing pool
fees. Among the membership
category changes, individual resi-
dents can now expect to pay
$255 for a summer pool mem-
bership. The fee for two adults
and two or more children is $355.
The senior rate remains un-
changed at $65 per individual
and $215 for a senior plus spouse.

Three items were struck from
the agenda at the conference
meeting prior to Tuesday night’s
official meeting. The first item
was a first reading of an ordi-
nance pertaining to food han-
dling sanitary standards. The or-
dinance would require establish-

ments that prepare and sell food
and drink to have the person in
charge and at least one person
on each shift be in possession of
a food handler’s certificate.

The second item was a late
starter involving the sale of prop-
erty at 18 Burnside Avenue, which
currently is vacant and owned by
the township.

Commissioner Patrick Giblin ini-
tiated the call to have these two
items struck from the agenda.
He requested more time to re-
view the sanitary standards ordi-
nance, and while he did not op-
pose the sale of the property, he
wanted the matter pushed back
to the next meeting for the sake
of transparency.

Mr. Giblin said that the matter

Garwood Mayor Vetoes
Ord. Cutting Benefits

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo issued a seldom-used
veto to strike down an ordinance
that would have eliminated health
insurance coverage for Council
President Lou Petruzzelli, and the
Republican borough council
members who passed it did not
attempt an override that action
at Tuesday’s council meeting.

The move was the final blow
over an issue that has lasted
nearly three months.

The veto was only the second
issued by a Garwood mayor in
recent memory and the first since
Pat Quattrocchi shot down a coun-
cil move to eliminate longevity
pay for non-union workers in
2011. Mrs. Quattrocchi issued
the veto despite a 4-to-2 vote by
the council.

Because her veto was issued at
the end of the year, the council
did not attempt an override,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said.
The new council again passed

the measure early in 2012 and
Mrs. Quattrocchi did not veto the
new ordinance.

Newly elected Republican Coun-
cilman Joe Sarno pushed the
measure to eliminate Mr.
Petruzzelli’s insurance coverage,
saying it would cost the borough
more than $32,000 this year and
already had taxed the borough
$170,000 since he was elected in
2008.

Mr. Sarno, his running mate,
Republican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro, and Councilman Jim
Mathieu voted to eliminate the
benefits with Ms. Todisco, a
Democrat, and Mike Martin, a
Republican, voting against the
measure. Mr. Petruzzelli ab-
stained. The three votes was
enough to pass the measure but
an override would require four
votes.

“We don’t have the votes,” Mr.
Sarno said. “The thing’s been
discussed at length. I think we
know where everyone’s position
is on it. To bring forth an override

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PRICEY DECISION...Garwood Tax Assessor Ann Switzer describes the costs,
process and implications of a borough-wide property re-evaluation at the
borough's special council budget meeting on March 17.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GARWOOD — The application
to construct a nine-townhouse
development on Fourth Avenue
at the end of Walnut Street was
expected to be removed from
Wednesday night’s agenda of the
planning board and delayed until
a later date, the board’s attorney
said.

Planning Board Attorney Donald
Fraser told The Westfield Leader
he had received notification from
the owners of the parcel known
as the “Hidi property,” Angela
and Sandro Villaraut, requesting
their application to be removed
from the agenda, and he ex-
pected the board to honor the
request.

The property has been the sub-
ject of two lawsuits in the past
two decades, most recently when
Bruce Paterson — a sitting board
member — challenged the
board’s decision to approve the

nine-townhouse development in
2014. Mr. Paterson was joined
by Ileen Cuccaro, now a Garwood
councilwoman, and Leader Pub-
lisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, Assistant Publisher
David Corbin, as co-plaintiffs.

Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy ruled last year the initial
notification to surrounding neigh-
bors of the property was insuffi-
cient and overturned the plan-
ning board’s decision.

Mr. Fraser said that with a dis-
cussion and possible vote on a
redevelopment plan for the
largely abandoned Casale Manu-
facturing and Petro Plastics in-
dustrial properties also on the
agenda, it was impractical for
both to be heard at the March 23
meeting.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Bd. to Delay Hidi Application

Probitas Verus Honos
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Board Considers Hearing
On Centennial Building

By SCOTT NISLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A proposal to
erect a new mixed-use apart-
ment complex at 310 Centennial
Avenue received another lengthy
hearing from the zoning board
Monday night. After hearing vari-
ous witness and expert testi-
mony, the board decided that
another meeting would be in or-
der to finish the hearing out the
applicant. That meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, May 9.

Gehane Triarsi, a representa-
tive with the commercial real
estate broker Gebroe-Hammer
Associates, had originally pre-
sented the plan to the board in
January, stating that a new apart-
ment complex of this kind would
revitalize a section of Cranford
lacking in “energy” and would
bring new life to the area.

The architectural plans call for
a three-story building, complete
with 20 apartment units, 1,900
square feet of retail space, and a
garage with 35 individual park-
ing stalls. Four additional spaces
would be available on the street
along Centennial Avenue.

The proposed structure pre-
sents certain problems, in that it
conflicts with a number of
Cranford’s local zoning ordi-
nances — namely concerning the
issues of building density and the
availability of parking.

Members of Ms. Triarsi’s team
presented testimonies, includ-
ing reports from their traffic and
site engineers, in an effort to
seek relief from these building
constraints.

Joseph Staigar, the applicant’s
traffic engineer, appeared be-
fore the board to explain the
parking situation and the impact
a new apartment building would
have on local traffic patterns. He
said he had conducted a “traffic
impact study,” or an analysis of
the flow of cars passing through
the intersection of Centennial and
North Lehigh Avenue.

Mr. Staigar explained that he
had observed the intersection
during different times of the day,
and had determined the “peak
hours,” or the times in which
traffic was at its heaviest. Ac-
cording to him, the critical peak
hours for the average workday

Cranford BOE Seeks More
State Aid to Offset Taxes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation on Monday passed a reso-
lution calling on state officials to
increase the amount of state aid
provided to the school district.

The resolution, which was
passed unanimously, states that
“the current distribution of state
aid for education to the Cranford
Public School District has not
been distributed in a fair and
equitable manner to provide
property tax relief” to Cranford
citizens and goes on to say that
the board “can no longer bear
the burden of the continued di-
version of its fair share of state
school aid” for Cranford public

school students.
“We’re asking for anything,”

said Robert Carfagno, the board’s
business administrator, adding
that the district is seeking what
he called “its fair share” of aid if
the state was properly adhering
to formulas set out for allocating
those dollars. “Part of the prob-
lem,” he said, “is that aid goes
predominantly” to the Abbott
school districts that courts had
earlier mandated be funded at
higher-than-average levels. The
result, Mr. Carfagno said, is that
districts like Cranford and
Westfield “don’t get our fair share
of aid.”

Board member William Hulse
recently attended a conference

has only been previously dis-
cussed during executive session.
He was concerned that the first
time the public would be hearing
of the sale could come by way of
its official approval via a late
starter resolution.

According to Township Attor-
ney Diane Dabulas the law re-
quires that the neighbors con-
tiguous to the property be noti-
fied of the township’s intention
to sell the property. Interested
neighbors are given the first op-
tion to purchase the property.
General public notification is not
required.

According to the resolution
drafted for Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, the township has already
arranged to transfer ownership
of the property to Douglas and
Daisy Richardson of 18 Burnside
Avenue for $57,000.

Mr. Giblin reiterated that he
was not opposed to this transfer

per se, but rather wanted to
ensure transparency and give the
public notice that this sale is
transpiring.

The final item struck from the
agenda was the awarding of a
contract to Maser Consulting for
$48,000 in relation to the instal-
lation of a new filtration system
at Orange Avenue Pool.

The committee expressed con-
cern at Monday night’s workshop
meeting over the high cost of the
project. The previous intention
was to move quickly on the in-
stallation, believing that it needed
to be done in advance of the
upcoming summer season. When
the committee learned that the
work would not be done until
September and that conse-
quently there was no rush on the
matter, members decided to hold
off on awarding the contract to
see if they could negotiate a
better rate.

– I haven’t heard anyone change
their positions – would be a fruit-
less endeavor.”

Mayor Lombardo explained his
veto in a two-paragraph memo
to council, citing two legal opin-
ions he said indicated Mr.
Petruzzelli was entitled to the
benefits under a 2010 state law
that while eliminating insurance
coverage for part-time, elected
officials, exempted – or
grandfathered – those already
receiving them.

Mr. Petruzzelli started receiv-
ing his benefits in 2009.

Mayor Lombardo also wrote that
he felt the ordinance put the
borough at risk for a lawsuit.

“If brought to a suit, the insur-
ance company covering Garwood
will not defend it,” he wrote. “I
cannot jeopardize, or put a risk,
our community for another po-
tential lawsuit that we cannot
win...”

The health insurance coverage
was one of only several conten-
tious issues that have occupied
the council in the first three
months of the year. Another in-
cluded the $1,500 stipend for
council members and $1,800 for
mayor that Mr. Sarno also tried
to end.

With council split 3-3, Messrs.
Sarno and Mathieu and Ms.
Cuccaro favoring and Mr.
Petruzzelli and Mr. Martin and
Ms. Todisco against, Mayor
Lombardo sided with those
against and the measure failed
on January 12. However, during
open budget negotiations the
past two weeks, Mr. Martin
changed his position and sug-
gested eliminating the stipends
from the spending plan.

The council unanimously agreed
and it was incorporated into the
$7.935-million budget that was
formally introduced Tuesday
night.

The budget represented a
$165,000 increase from last year

and included a tax levy of $5.959
million, or an increase of $93 per
average home assessed at
$100,000.

That was in addition to a $9-
million budget unveiled by the
school board which includes a
$51 tax increase per home.

At the final budget meeting on
March 17, council members
trimmed half of the original tax
levy but still did not appear in
agreement (see story on page 5).

Regardless it was unanimously

introduced in an unprecedented
short 45-minute meeting.

“While there’s progress made
on this budget, to me it’s still not
satisfactory,” said Mr. Sarno, the
only Republican on the budget
committee. “However, voting to
introduce this outweighs my dis-
satisfaction with the budget.

“We still have a public hearing
and we still have to vote to adopt
it, and there’s time between now
and adoption, and I’d like to see
the public’s input next meeting.”

CF Committee Unveils Budget

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Garwood Mayer Vetoes Ord. Cutting Benefits

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, March 24, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

would be between 7 to 9 a.m.
and 4 to 6 p.m. respectively. He
added that while the proposed
structure would have 20 dwell-
ing units, they would only gener-
ate a small increase in traffic
volume.

Mr. Staigar contended that the
new residential activity would
create about 12 “trips” during
the morning peak hour and about
19 during the evening peak hours.
The rest of the trips, he said,
would occur outside the peak
hours, and be of little conse-
quence.

Some residents in attendance
questioned the validity of this
data, insisting that the impact on
traffic would be fairly substan-
tial. Mr. Staigar refuted this claim.

“We understand it is a heavily
traveled area,” Mr. Staigar said.
“But the addition of that magni-
tude of traffic would not have any
significant impact on traffic con-
ditions in the area.”

The “trip generation” data also
takes into account the projected
activity attracted by the retail
area on the first floor of the
building. According to Mr. Staigar,
they would only allow “specialty
retail” to occupy this space and
would thus avoid the “high park-
ing intensity” associated with a
major chain restaurant.

Edward Dec, the applicant’s site
engineer, appeared before the
board to testify about the trash
collection area located near the
parking garage. He explained that
the area carved out on the archi-
tectural plans called for a space
not much larger than an average
parking stall. He said it would
occupy a space of about nine by
18 feet — too small, he said, to
accommodate a dumpster. In-
stead he proposed that the area
would include about a dozen 96-
gallon receptacles, some re-
served for recyclables, such as
bottles, cans, and cardboard.

The trash pick-up operations,
he explained, would be performed

by a private company rather than
by local municipal waste collec-
tors. The pick-up times, he said,
would not occur during “high traf-
fic periods.”

Board member David Salomon
raised issue with the trash area,
contending that the accumula-
tion of garbage would overwhelm
the receptacles faster than the
private waste company would be
able to keep up with it — espe-
cially with pick-ups occurring
twice a week.

“The dimensions of the 96-gal-
lon toter is about three-foot by
three-foot,” Mr. Salomon said.
“If you only have a nine by 18
(collecting area) you would not
sufficiently be able to (accom-
modate the influx of trash) if
each resident were to produce a
bag of garbage a day. Three bags
typically fill up a 96-gallon toter.”

“We might have to adjust the
pick up to three times a week,”
Mr. Dec said.

Bd. Hearing on Centennial Bld.

CF BOE Seeks More State Aid
where he learned that “there is
still more state aid out there,”
according to Board President Kurt
Petschow.

State education aid to Cranford
this year will total $2.805 mil-
lion, up nearly $56,000 over last
year but still well below the 2009-
2010 peak of $3.785 million.

In other business at Monday’s
brief meeting, Mr. Carfagno said
the district’s $63.25 million bud-
get from 2016-2017 has been
sent to county officials for their
review and that he is “still shoot-
ing for” a public hearing and vote
on the budget on Monday, April
25. If passed at that time,
Cranford taxpayers will see an
average increase of $41.25 in
the education portion of their
property taxes. The school tax
levy is $53,971,870.

At the start of the meeting,
Brian Niemsyk, president of the
Cranford Education Association,
presented the board with a do-
nation of $2,500 to help with the
costs of the annual Project Gradu-
ation event for Cranford High
School graduates.

Mr. Hulse said the board’s build-
ings and grounds committee had
toured the high school recently
to inspect the building’s security

camera system, both inside and
outside, and would be present-
ing its plans to upgrade the sys-
tem to the board soon.  The
board also acknowledged a
$25,000 donation from the
Cranford Booster Club, which was
funded by a grant from Investors
Bank Foundation, that will be
used to replace the high school
lawn sign with a double-sided
LED message board.

Interim Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum said the Cranford Ro-
tary Club, in conjunction with
Cranford and Garwood schools,
will be presenting the annual “R
U Smarter Than a Fifth Grader”
quiz show at Orange Avenue
School on Thursday, April 7, at
6:30 p.m.  The four elementary
schools as well as two schools
from Garwood will each invite
four fifth-grade students and one
parent to take part. Mr. Petschow
also took note of the three school
plays presented at Orange and
Hillside schools and the high
school — Little Mermaid, Oliver!
and Fiddler on the Roof —and
called all three productions “ab-
solutely unbelievable.”

The board’s next regular meet-
ing will be held on Monday, April
25.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Borough council
members trimmed the borough’s
proposed annual budget to $7.9
million during a three-hour spe-
cial session on Thursday, halving
the original tax levy but still leav-
ing a $93 increase to the average
homeowner.

After a series of back-and-forth
comments, suggestions and re-
marks – sometimes contentious
– the $7.935 million spending

plan was cut from its first itera-
tion of $8.019 million unveiled a
week earlier.

The budget was formally intro-
duced Tuesday (see story on page
1), with the tax increase to the
average home assessed at $93
per $100,000, $8 more than last
year’s hike.

Cuts in spending along with
agreements to tap accounts and
include more for revenue slashed
the initial $186 tax increase from
the council’s finance committee’s
first proposal at a special meet-

GW Cuts Proposed Budget to $7.9 Million
ing on March 10. More than two
hours of wrangling Thursday re-
duced that to $97.

Still, the budget did not have
unanimous support. Republican
council members Ileen Cuccaro
and Joe Sarno, both elected in
the fall, complained the tax levy
was way too high. The municipal
portion of tax bills have increased
each year since 2001 with the
lowest being $39 in 2014.

Mr. Sarno and fellow Republi-
can Jim Mathieu voted no to
send the budget for introduc-
tion, but with Republican Mike
Martin, Democrats Lou
Petruzzelli and Finance Chair-
woman Sara Todisco – and
Democrat Mayor Charles
Lombardo throwing his support
behind the plan, it had enough
backing for introduction.

Borough Clerk Christ ina
Ariemma on more than one oc-
casion reminded the council that
state law mandated a budget
be introduced by Tuesday’s
meeting.

The informal vote sparked a
final round of back-and-forth with
Ms. Todisco asking her Republi-
can colleagues for suggestions
as to where to cut. That drew a
response from Mr. Mathieu, who
complained that several had been
made but were rejected.

Mr. Martin then proposed elimi-
nating the $1,500 stipends for
borough council members and
the $1,800 stipend for the mayor.
Mr. Martin had voted with Mr.
Petruzzelli, Ms. Todisco and the
mayor to reject a proposal by Mr.
Sarno on January 12 to get rid of
the stipends.

This time, Messrs. Martin,
Petruzzelli and Lombardo along
with Ms. Todisco agreed, and the
unanimous decision eliminated
the $7,800 line from the budget.
Mr. Sarno and Ms. Cuccaro al-
ready had waived their stipend.
That cut $4 to reduce the aver-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

TV-35’s Don Smith
To Give Tech Talk

CRANFORD — The public is in-
vited to join Don Smith of
Cranford’s TV-35 on Monday,
April 4, for a program at 7:30
p.m. on understanding consumer
electronics — from televisions to
smart phones to computers. It
will be held at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Attendees are invited to bring
their questions about anything
technology related and to hear
Mr. Smith’s recommendations. A
21-year member of TV-35, Mr.
Smith also has worked for 15
years in local television as a traf-
fic anchor.

Admission is free and all are
welcome. The Cranford Public Li-
brary is sponsoring this event.
For information about other up-
coming programs at the library,
visit cranford.com/library.
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Nothing Warrants
Raises for Officials

Once again the Union County
Board of Chosen Free Spenders
strike. I cannot for the life of me
figure why currently overpaid
county officials feel that raises
are in order. Nothing warrants
$20,000 increases which is more
than some people (voters) make
in a year to people that are over-
paid to begin with. It’s totally
wrong.

The Hooray for Me and the heck
with you attitude needs very
much to be corrected, but prob-
ably won’t as these people just
don’t care for anything unless it
benefits them. The cash cow that
they feel is never ending is run-
ning out of milk.

Astro turf, golf courses, foot-
ball stadiums are more impor-
tant than potholes poorly paved
and plowed streets. All of which
cost us and empty our wallets,
the ones who get to pay for all
these fiascos. It’s no wonder that
our system is rapidly destroying
it’s self.

So once again I thank the Union
County Board of Chosen Free
Spenders for leading the way
with there self-serving attitudes
in this destruction. It is totally
disgusting

Michael Love
Garwood

Garwood Councilman Provides His
View of the Municipal Budget

The 2016 municipal tax increase
in Garwood’s 2016 budget is way
too high because our budget pro-
cess stacks the cards against the
borough’s taxpayers. That pro-
cess of letting the bureaucracy
craft the budget with automatic
increases from the prior year,
then fighting tooth and nail ev-
ery change made by the elected
officials must be reformed. Until
we Renegade Republicans hold a
majority on the Garwood Bor-
ough Council, limiting the dam-
age is the best we can hope for.
Here’s a list of things we were
able to accomplish and some
things we weren’t:

Councilpersons Sarno and
Cuccaro made their proposal to
eliminate Mayor and Council sti-
pends, a bipartisan reality sav-
ing Garwood $10,800 per year.
Councilpersons Martin and
Todisco changed their earlier “No”
votes and supported making
Garwood’s Mayor and Council
earn the same amount of money
as the members of our board of
education and planning board.
This is one small measure of
what we can accomplish if we
work across party lines and come
together for the good of Garwood.

Councilwoman Cuccaro lead the
way on making developers pay
the costs of their proposed rede-
velopment projects in Garwood,
rather than having Garwood’s
taxpayers do so by cutting fund-
ing to our planning board. The
annual savings to taxpayers is
$10,000. In addition, Council-
man Sarno found $34,000 in one-
time cost savings, knocking more
than 10 percent off the borough’s
initial proposed tax increase of
over $300,000.

Councilpersons Cuccaro, Sarno
and I beat back efforts by Coun-

cilwoman Todisco to cut funding
for snow removal and reserve
funding for vacation and sick time
payouts to retiring employees.
We also beat back an attempt by
the borough bureaucracy to elimi-
nate $8,000 in maintenance to
borough shade trees. We believe
these cuts would have been irre-
sponsible and would have jeop-
ardized our borough’s residents.

Mayor Lombardo vetoed a coun-
cil measure to eliminate the
$32,000 in annual health and
dental benefits going to Council
President Petruzzelli, bringing the
council president’s total take to
over $200,000 in borough funds
by the end of 2016 and nearly a
quarter million dollars in tax-
payer dollars by the end of his
term in 2017. We call on the
Mayor and our Democrat col-
leagues to broker a compromise
whereby the council president
starts to pay something toward
his health and dental benefits.
Garwood’s taxpayers need the
relief.

Democrats now claim that fir-
ing our DPW superintendent last
year will only save us $38,000
per year because they want to
hire an eighth DPW employee.
Why was this alleged labor short-
age not discussed when Fred
Corbitt was being fired? We call
on Mayor Lombardo to distribute
a corrected letter and an apology
to our borough stating that his
claimed savings of $70,000 from
the termination of Fred Corbitt
was false and that he and his
Democrat team did not tell
Garwood the full story when they
fired Fred and put our DPW under
the management of Fanwood.

In particular, I would like to
thank Councilman Sarno for all
the work he did on the Finance

Local Letters to the Editor

Probitas Verus Honos

Committee. He proposed numer-
ous cost-saving measures that
were shot down by the tax-and-
spend majority on that Commit-
tee and on our governing body.
His accounting background, hard
work and attention to detail saved
our borough thousands of tax
dollars and exposed thousands
more that can be cut if only we
can elect representatives who
have the will to do so.

Councilman James Mathieu
Garwood

age tax levy to $93.
The budget that remained in-

cluded $33,000 to retain an
eighth laborer for the Depart-
ment of Public Works – while
eliminating a seasonal em-
ployee, a part-time office worker
for help with accounting and
payroll and the potential pur-
chase of a $190,000 garbage
truck.

Among the cuts were $25,000
for redevelopment studies for
the planning board, $10,000
from capital improvement
projects and 1.5 percent raises
for non-union, non-statutory
protected workers.

Also assisting in reduction of
the tax levy were $15,000
tapped from an account with
$20,000 created by user fees
from the Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex and
$35,000 from a surplus fund.

For a second meeting there
was considerable discussion
around the eighth DPW worker –
this time in conjunction with the
department’s request for a gar-
bage truck to replace a 1992
model. Mr. Mathieu said he would
not vote for an eighth worker
with the inclusion of the truck.

“Somebody’s got to give up
something,” he said.

The DPW increased to eight
men without council approval.
At the March 10 meeting council
members would not publicly dis-
cuss how or when the DPW in-
creased to eight men, citing per-
sonnel matters that were the
subject of closed executive ses-
sions.

DPW worker Timothy Delgado
was dismissed on a vote of coun-
cil at its October 13 meeting
following an executive session.
Council members and Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud refused to
discuss the reason. Council au-
thorized the hiring of Matthew
Moore at its reorganization meet-
ing on January 4 to replace Mr.
Delgado, returning the DPW to a

staff of seven.
However, Mr. Delgado was sub-

sequently rehired on March 10,
Ms. Ariemma confirmed, follow-
ing an executive session on
March 8 that discussed a “per-
sonnel matter.”

Mr. Petruzzelli and Ms. Todisco
argued for the eighth man, say-
ing the department eliminated a
worker in 2003 to accommodate
the state-mandated hiring of a
DPW superintendent, and it was
time to restore the manpower.

The inclusion of the truck, how-
ever, was in theory, since a
bond would have to be approved
to purchase it. Mr. Mathieu said
if the eighth worker was in-
cluded in the budget, he would
vote against any bond for the
truck. That would mean four of
the five remaining members of
council would have to vote for it
since state law requires bonds
be approved by two-thirds of a
council.

The council also heard a pre-
sentation by Tax Assessor Ann
Switzer about the possibility of
borough-wide property re-evalu-
ation that would cost the bor-
ough a minimum of $200,000.
She said state authorities were
becoming aggressive with towns
who had not re-evaluated their
property assessments in several
decades.

Garwood has not had a re-
evaluation in 32 years, she said,
but the assessments are still con-
sidered valid because they are
within a 15 percent deviation of
recorded sales. Ms. Cuccaro and
Ms. Todisco seemed reluctant to
authorize the re-evaluation,
given the cost, no state-man-
dated timetable for doing one
and that the borough was still
within state guidelines for cor-
rectly assessing property.

Mr. Mathieu, however, said
there was rank unfairness to tax-
payers in only assessing prop-
erty every third to half of a cen-
tury.

GW Cuts Proposed Budget
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Trinity Church Collecting
Funds For Clean Water

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, is col-
lecting money for the Episcopal
Relief and Development “Clean
Water” program through Sun-
day, April 10. Episcopal Relief
and Development, started in
1940, is the compassionate re-
sponse of The Episcopal Church
to human suffering in the world.

In many places around the
world, the fresh water supply is
threatened by various pollut-
ants, climate change and disas-
ters. “Every 15 seconds a child
dies from a water-related dis-
ease somewhere in the world,”
said Deacon Clive Sang of Trin-
ity Church.

“The ERD Clean Water pro-
gram constructs wells, water
systems, and stations that both
reduce the spread of disease
while promoting overall com-

munity health, well-being, and
economic viability,” he contin-
ued.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church, or dropped off at the
church on Sunday mornings or
at the church office in
Witherington Hall on Mondays,
noon to 4 p.m.; Tuesdays, noon
to 5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 3:30 to
8:30 p.m., or Thursdays, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

The Trinity Episcopal Church is
a family church that has been
serving Cranford area families
since 1872. Sunday services are
at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. For more
information about Trinity, call
(908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

BLUEGRASS IN CRANFORD...The Friends of the Cranford Public Library
will sponsor a bluegrass music session by PetroGrass on Wednesday, March 30,
at 7:30 p.m. It will be held in the Cranford Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue. PetroGrass is comprised of musicians from Cranford, Garwood
and Westfield who have performed together since 2011. Members include Ed
Majeski on banjo, harmonica and vocals, Nancy Kelner on flute, Russ Kelner on
fiddle, Joe Petrozziello on mandolin, Greg Purachev on guitar, and Chaz Harris
on acoustic bass. Admission is free and all are welcome.

Weber of Cranford Named
To Clarkson Dean's List

nationally recognized research
university for undergraduates
with select graduate programs in
signature areas of academic ex-
cellence directed toward the
world's pressing issues. Through
more than 50 rigorous programs
of study in engineering, busi-
ness, arts, sciences, education
and the health professions, the
entire learning-living community
spans boundaries across disci-
plines, nations and cultures to
build powers of observation, chal-
lenge the status quo, and con-
nect discovery and engineering
innovation with enterprise.

POTSDAM, N.Y. – Daniel Ed-
ward Weber of Cranford, a junior
majoring in civil engineering, was
named to the Dean's List for the
fall 2015 semester at Clarkson
University.

Dean's List students must
achieve a minimum 3.25 grade-
point average and also carry at
least 14 credit hours.

Clarkson University launches
leaders into the global economy.
One in five alumni already leads
as a CEO, VP or equivalent senior
executive of a company. Located
in Potsdam, N.Y., and
Schenectady, N.Y., Clarkson is a

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that there are
still openings in its Spring 2016
programs. The openings are in
classes listed as follows:

Preschool and Kinder Programs
— All Sports for Kids, Fridays
With My First Friends, Kinder
Gym, Kinder Tots, Kinder
Bookclub, Kinder Yoga, Kinder
Cooking & Arts & Crafts, Mommy
& Me Music, Pre-school Arts &
Crafts, and Science Matters.

Youth Programs — Cool Chem-
istry, Electronic Game Design,
Elementary Cooking, Fashion
First Workshop, Fun with Phys-
ics, Golf for Juniors, Jr. Rock –
Intro to Rock Camp, Guitar/Key-
board 101, Kid Safe Self De-
fense, Kids Sewing, Lego Robot-
ics, Lights!Camera!Kids!Action!,
Little Baker’s Workshop,
Minecraft, Schoolhouse Chess
(new), Science Matters,
Scrapbooking, Spring Break Mini
Sewing Camp (new) and Quilting

(Beginners).
Adult Programs — Beginner

Quilting, Body Barre, Cardio
Kickboxing (new), Piano, Power
Yoga, Scrapbooking, TRX Sus-
pension (new) and Yoga.

Classes are for residents of
Cranford exclusively. For addi-
tional information, interested
persons are invited to call the
Cranford Community Center at
(908) 709-7283.

Cranford Recreation Still
Has Spring 2016 Openings

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Floraphile to Visit
Parker Gardens

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will
visit Parker Gardens from
12:30 to 2 p.m. on Monday,
April 18, for a lesson in ter-
rarium construction. Parker
Gardens is located at 1325
Terrill Road, Scotch Plains.

A member of the Parker Gar-
dens staff will instruct attend-
ees on how to choose the best
plants, soil and containers.
Questions will be welcome.
Guests are invited to attend
this free event. If interested in
joining the Floraphile Garden
Club of Cranford, or for more
information on upcoming
events, contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net or like
the club on Facebook at
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
floraphilegardenclub.

Nicole Resetar Named
To Pres. List at Elon
ELON, N.C. – Nicole A.

Resetar has been named to
the President’s List for the 2015
fall semester at Elon Univer-
sity. The President’s List is
composed of students with no
grade below an A-minus in a
minimum of 12 semester
hours.

Nicole is the daughter of An-
drew and Karen Resetar of
Garwood.

Elon has built a national repu-
tation as a premier student-
centered liberal arts univer-
sity that values strong rela-
tionships between students
and their faculty and staff
mentors. Elon’s 6,600 students
prepare to become the resil-
ient, ambitious and ethical
leaders the world needs, put-
ting their knowledge into ac-
tion on campus, in the com-
munity and around the globe.
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By Check, please print and mail this.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

