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Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 13 at 2 a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHITEOUT AGAINST THE PANTHERS...Members of the Westfield High School state championship football team dress
in white to cheer the boys basketball team in the sectional first round game against the Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, whom
they had beaten for the title last fall. The Blue Devils did it again with a very intense 57-53 victory in Westfield on March
2. See story on front of Sports.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LITTLE DUECE COUPES…Collector and model builder David Rogers, dark
suit and red tie, shows off his collection that comprises the “Motoring In
Miniature” exhibit at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center of the
Westfield Historical Society. The exhibit, featuring models from the “Muscle
Car” era of the 1950s and ’60s to others as old as 65 years, opened Sunday.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
FIRST AID SQUAD UPDATE...Cranford First Aid Squad Captain Kent Lucas,
back right , updates the Cranford Township Committee on operations at Monday’s
meeting.

Tamaques Renovation Estimated at
$2.5 Mil.; Grass vs Turf Debated

By SCOTT NISLEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Plans to refur-
bish and repurpose the athletic facili-
ties at Tamaques Park were among
the main agenda at the recreation
commission’s Monday night meet-
ing. While nothing was officially de-
cided upon, the commission deliber-
ated on the financial costs and prac-
tical challenges of renovating the
park.

Proposals include a plan to replace

two existing grass fields with syn-
thetic turf as well as a plan to build
new basketball courts and
repurposing the existing courts as an
area for additional parking spaces.

According to John Belle, supervis-
ing engineer for design and construc-
tion at Greene Engineering, the esti-
mated cost for refurbishing the turf
fields would be somewhere between
$2.4 million and $2.5 million. The
estimated construction costs for the
basketball courts would be about
$161,234.

Mr. Belle explained that these were
“conservative” estimates and did not
necessarily reflect the exact cost, af-
ter factoring in the fee for a general
contractor.

“What that means is, I’m not trying
to guess what the lowest bidder is
going to be,” Mr. Belle said. “When I
hit my estimates right on the money
— if there were 10 bidders — I would
want my estimate to be where three
or four is. But I want to give you a
little bit of cushion to operate with.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann was confidant in Mr.
Belle’s figures and assured the com-
mission that Mr. Belle had been “right
on the money” in all their past deal-
ings with him.

“What he is projecting we feel com-
fortable to go to (the town) council
and say: ‘This is what we’d like to do, CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fire Official Robert Buccino pro-
vides a reminder from Westfield
FMBA Local 30 to change your
smoke alarm batteries with Day
Light Saving time.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MONEY...Westfield CFO Scott Ohlson, Town Clerk Claire Gray and Acting
Mayor Jo Ann Neylan study matters at the workshop meeting where the proposed
town budget is presented.

this is what the money is,’” Mr.
Kaufmann said.

Mr. Kaufmann explained that these
were only preliminary procedures,
and any formal action as far as actu-
ally implementing the changes would
be contingent on approval from the
town council’s finance committee.

“What we are trying to do is get our
ducks lined up, project-wise and an-
ticipated-cost-wise, so when we go
to the finance committee and we talk
to them about our capital requests,
we have some meat behind what we’re
talking about,” Mr. Kaufmann said.

While the commission largely
agreed on pushing the projects for-
ward, there was a certain amount of
discrepancy as far as the details. For
instance, while most of the group
agreed on repurposing the existing
basketball courts to create an addi-
tional 34 parking spaces, some felt
the area Mr. Belle had selected for the
new courts was not consistent with
the park’s layout.

Peter Echausse, commission’s
chairman, said he wanted Tamaques
to maintain an inviting feel and sug-
gested a different location for the
new courts. He noted a particular
area that had been cleared of trees
after damage from a storm.

Another point of contention lay
within the plan for the proposed turf

Westfield to Allow Liquor License
Holders to Expand Operations

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
introduced an amended ordinance
Tuesday night that would repeal the
limitations set upon liquor license
holders. The ordinance had limited
establishments who hold liquor li-
censes to conduct no more than 25
percent of their licensed operation on
a floor above the first level of a build-
ing.

The amendment would remove that
limitation. With new restaurants such
as Addams Tavern planning to open
downtown, and an interested party
who may develop the vacant HSBC
Bank site as a restaurant in the down-

town, which are both multi-level
buildings, this amendment could
boost the service industry in the town.

“We have created an environment
in our downtown to maximize the
opportunity for private entities to be
successful,” Councilman Sam Della
Fera said. “The retail paradigm has
shifted from shopping to professional
and restaurant services,” Mr. Della
Fera said.

When reviewing the ordinance, Mr.
Della Fera said the rationale for the
limitations was not clear, and in ef-
fect they “limit opportunity for pri-
vate investment and ….for residents
to enjoy better dining experiences....”
There are 10 liquor licenses in the

town, Mr. Della Fera told The
Westfield Leader.

“We all understand the impact of
the loss of Trader Joes, even if it is
temporary, and we need to drive
people and feet and wallets into down-
town Westfield. I’m confident the
removal of this restriction will pro-
mote investment…,” Mr. Della Fera
said.

The council also discussed at the
council workshop meeting the pro-
posed municipal budget that will be
introduced on Tuesday, March 22.

The total budget of $41,221,091 is
an increase of about 4 percent from
2015, and taxes would be raised un-
der cap at 1.73 percent. The average
assessed home of $180,300 would
see an increase of about $48. In 2015,
taxes were raised 1.95 percent.

Township Administrator Jim
Gildea noted that the proposed bud-
get shows no pass through to taxpay-
ers of any allowable exclusions that
could have been $1.2 million, and
produces a tax levy increase under
the 2 percent cap. This is partly due to
the increase of ratables in the town,
which is in part due to an active
building and construction depart-
ment, and also the use of the fund
balance. New ratables of new con-
struction and additions is just under
$20 million. The total allowable tax
levy is $28,407,742, and the pro-
posed budget is about $1.23 million
under that allowable levy.

Total salaries and wages have in-
creased just under .5 percent and a lot
for just under 40 percent of the bud-
get. Mr. Gildea noted that this line
item is below the 2007 cost for sala-
ries and wages due to retirements and
negotiations.

State aid has remained flat for six
years at $3.07 million.

“We have set the bar for municipal
budgets,” Mr. Della Fera said.

Garwood Votes to End
Councilman’s Benefits

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A divided borough
council voted to halt health insurance
benefits for Council President Lou
Petruzzelli on Tuesday, making the
decision after more than two months
of debate and possibly setting the
stage for legal action from its clerk
who two weeks earlier said she could
not enforce the act.

Several residents spoke, both for
and against, but the discussion of the
matter occurred with noticeably less
rancor and drama than in previous
meetings.

Republicans Joe Sarno and Ileen
Cuccaro, elected in November, and
two-term Councilman Jim Mathieu,
also a Republican, voted to end the
benefits while Democrat Sara Todisco
and Republican Mike Martin opposed
the measure. Mr. Petruzzelli ab-
stained.

The passage drew an immediate
question from Mr. Martin to Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud asking:
“What happens next?”

The question was prompted by
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma’s
memo, read at the February 23 meet-
ing, in which she declared the New
Jersey state health benefits system
would not allow her to remove Mr.
Petruzzelli. She said it only allowed
removal for specified reasons and
town ordinance wasn’t one of them.

“I cannot select an option that is
false,” she said.

Mr. Renaud suggested that a letter
be drawn and sent to the state benefits
administrator with a copy of the ordi-
nance.

“The letter goes in and we’ll see
what happens,” Mr. Renaud said.

At issue was a 2011 law enacted by
the New Jersey Legislature that elimi-
nated part-time municipal employ-
ees, including elected officials, from
the state health benefits system. How-
ever, it grandfathered those already
receiving benefits. Mr. Petruzzelli,
who began his first term in 2009, is
the only member of council that
Tuesday’s vote would affect.

Cranford Committee Aims
For 1.5-Percent Tax Hike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —Mayor Andis
Kalnins on Tuesday announced plans
to introduce the budget at the next
committee meeting with the goal of
keeping the municipal tax increase
under 1.5 percent.

All members of the committee were
on board with this target. Deputy
Mayor Mary O’Connor said she
wanted to provide the citizens of
Cranford with some tax relief espe-
cially in light of recent news of the
county’s preliminary budget, which
proposes a budget increase of 3.25
percent.

Finance Commissioner Patrick
Giblin echoed concern about the
county budget and the increased tax
burden on residents during Tuesday
night’s official meeting. Mr. Giblin
said the budget is disconcerting and
he plans to raise his concerns when
he attends the open meeting in April.

Cranford resident Barbara Krause
praised the committee at Tuesday’s
workshop meeting for working so
diligently on the municipal budget
and keeping taxes low, but urged the
committee to monitor and press the
county on its proposed spending.

In its official business, the commit-
tee passed 11 resolutions. There was
disagreement among the committee
on two items.

The first was a resolution authoriz-
ing a $6,500 salary stipend to Police
Chief James Wozniak for being ap-
pointed emergency management co-
ordinator on January 4.

Democrats Thomas Hannen and
Mr. Giblin voted against the resolu-
tion, with Mr. Giblin telling The
Westfield Leader it was because the
person previously in the role did not
receive a salary. Furthermore, he be-
lieved the duties of the emergency
management coordinator already

largely fall under the police chief.
The Republican majority voted in

favor of the stipend authorization,
carrying the resolution.

Mr. Hannen was the lone vote in
opposition to a vehicle purchase for
the police department.

The vehicle in question was not for
use as a patrol vehicle, but rather as
an unmarked vehicle in the investiga-
tive division.

Mr. Hannen said the top priority
was to ensure the patrol division had
what it needed to do its job. There
was unanimous agreement about the
purchase of new patrol vehicles in
February.

For this vehicle in particular, how-
ever, Mr. Hannen was not convinced
that it was a necessity. When trying to
maintain a reasonable budget, tough
calls have to be made, he said.

Seeing other worthy items in the
township go unfunded in the budget,
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SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
100 Tillinghast Turn � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 � 908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

Celebrating 100 years of
Tillinghast golf, incredible dining

and exciting social activities
for adults & kids.

At any moment... a GREAT moment.
Since 1916, Shackamaxon Country Club members have
experienced a lifetime of treasured moments.

We invite you to experience yours. Challenge yourself on
our magnificent course designed by legendary architect
A.W. Tillinghast. Savor fine and casual dining prepared
and served in a contemporary setting. Enjoy the amenities
of the area’s most unique state-of-the-art swim complex.

A limited number of memberships remain available. For
more information call 908.233.1300 or visit our website
at Shackamaxoncc.com.

Don't
miss out.

A limited number
of memberships
remain available.

Call today.

Courtesy of Bruce Paterson
LEAP YEAR ANNIVERSARY...Garwood residents Kris and Bruce Paterson,
and Ali, celebrate their “second” wedding anniversary in front of the Harrington,
Del., Justice of the Peace Court where they were married on February 29, 2008.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/Union County
ERIN GO BRAGH...Union County officials and St. Patrick’s Day Parade orga-
nizers, including the Ancient Order of Hibernians and Ladies pose with the Irish
flag in front of the Courthouse in honor of St. Patrick’s Day and Irish culture and
heritage. The parade is to begin at 1 p.m. on Morris Avenue in Union.

Raritan Valley Coalition
Pushes for Cost Study

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition is continuing its push for a
cost analysis study for increased one-seat
service.

Peter Palmer, the chairman of the ad
hoc group that includes some municipal
officials, said NJ Transit officials have
said there is a lack of funding to expand
off-peak service along the spur line at this
time. The group is seeking to fill in all
vacant train slots headed into New York
in off-peak hours.

“We have achieved weekday midday
service and weekday evening service. We
also meet on a quarterly basis with NJ
Transit management to pursue our goal of
increased service during the week plus one-
seat weekend service,” Mr. Palmer said.

He said the goal now is to have a
morning one-seat service begin at 8:30
a.m. with evening one-seat rides at 4 and
8 p.m. Currently, service in Westfield
begins at 9:16 a.m. and ends at 3 pm. with
evening service starting at 9 p.m. Off-peak
morning service began in March of 2014
with evening service in January of 2015.

Mr. Palmer said the coalition is reach-
ing out to all state legislators in the
coalition’s territory to push for a “spe-
cific appropriation in the 2017 budget for
increased transit service on our line.”

Assemblyman Jamal Holley (D-20th,
Roselle) said, “As a former mayor, I do
support this (expanded one-seat ride ser-
vice.)”

He said NJ Transit’s financial limits
should not deter the efforts of the coali-
tion to get the study funded. It was noted
that other lawmakers, including Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield), are supportive of expanded
one-seat service.

Martin Robins of Westfield, a coali-
tion trustee, said some NJ Transit spur
lines have direct service to New York,
which has caused an uptick in real estate
values.

“It is clear that towns like Summit have
an advantage over Westfield because it
has had a one-seat ride for about 15
years,” he said. He said weekend one-
seat service on the North Jersey Coast
Line “far exceeds” that of the Raritan
Valley Line as the Raritan Valley Line
currently does not have weekend direct

service to the city.
Mr. Robins said a study would pro-

duce an “exact dollar” figure on how
much it would cost to expand one-seat
ride service.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said the
coalition has been frustrated at the lack of
progress for expanded one-seat service.
She said a letter has been sent to all legis-
lative delegations representing the four
counties on the Raritan Valley Line seek-
ing support for the cost analysis study.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp asked if
the “real issue” is the limited number of train
slots in the existing rail tunnel into New
York or the lack of funding at NJ Transit. Mr.
Palmer said both issues have prevented di-
rect service from becoming a reality.

Another attendee said as one-seat ser-
vice becomes more popular on the Raritan
Valley Line more parking capacity will be
needed.

Former Garwood Councilman Will-
iam Nierstedt said NJ Transit is treating
Garwood as the “poor stepchild” by pro-
viding only five trains to Newark per day.

In other business, the pending NJ Tran-
sit rail strike by 11 unions is set to begin
Sunday, March 13. Mr. Palmer said re-
ports were that progress had been made
as of Friday.

“The strike undoubtedly will be a co-
lossal mess,” he said. He said NJ Transit
is urging commuters to work from home
if at all possible. Buses will only be able
to accommodate 40,000 additional
people; 105,000 commuters take NJ Tran-
sit trains daily.

The next coalition meeting will be Mon-
day, May 9, at 8:30 a.m., at the Freehold-
ers Meeting Room Somerset County Ad-
ministration Building, 20 Grove Street,
Somerville.

Planning Board Nixes Plan
To Divide Lot, Build Homes

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A proposal to demol-
ish a single-family home on a corner lot
at the intersection of Tuxford Turn and
Hyslip Avenue and replace it with two
houses was unanimously defeated by the
planning board Monday night.

Audrey Kelly-Murray of 754 Hyslip
Avenue wanted to raze the house, which
sits on what was described as an over-
sized lot of 23,386 square feet, divide the
lot into parcels of the 12,000 square feet,
the minimum required by ordinance, and
11,386 square feet, and erect houses of no
more than 3,600 square feet.

More than a dozen nearby residents
either questioned Ms. Kelly-Murray’s
planner, Anthony Gallerano of Cranford’s
Harbor Consultants, or asked the board
outright to defeat it.

John Gorman, who lives across
Tuxford Turn from the Kelly-Murray
house and had declared himself spokes-

man for the neighbors at the outset of the
public question portion of the meeting,
concluded the comments with a stern
statement.

“I don’t want to reiterate everything
that’s already been said. You get the
point, we’re not happy,” he said. “This
will stick out like a sore thumb and ad-
versely affect anyone who lives near it.”

The thrust of Mr. Gallerano’s argu-
ment for the division of the lot and asso-
ciated exemptions from a handful of size
setback requirements centered on the rela-
tively large size of the lot. If the lot
remained at more than 23,000 square
feet, he said, another person could pur-
chase the property and construct a nearly
5,900 square-foot home which would be
“substantially out of character” for the
neighborhood.

“What could be built, more than likely,
is a larger house,” he said. “That’s the
trend.”

His plan, which included a retention
basin for storm-water runoff and came
with artist’s renderings of the planned
two houses, would be limited to 3,600-
square-foot homes that both would face
Tuxford Turn and be more like the homes
across the street.

He noted that five homes are situated
on the northwest side of Tuxford Turn,
while only two occupy the southeast side,
including the applicant’s property.

Joseph Paparo of Union law firm Hehl
and Hehl argued the plan made the prop-
erties more conforming to ordinances
than what currently exists and cited a
Warren Township case in which a Supe-
rior Court judge overturned a planning
board decision to deny a similar request.

But neighbors disputed the claims, ar-
guing – besides stormwater runoff – that
no lot in the area was less than 15,000
square feet and that the proposal would
significantly increase the density of the
neighborhood. They also complained
about light and air flow being blocked or
disrupted by the new homes.

Ultimately, board members agreed.
Robert Newell disputed Mr.

Gallerano’s and Mr. Paparo’s assertions
that the proposal would create “balance”
on Tuxford.

“The two lots on (the southeast side of)
Tuxford were designed that way because
of the shape of the street,” he said.

Similarly, Sam Dela Fera, a town coun-
cilman, noted that the town ordinance
requiring square footage set only a mini-
mum area, that the lot proposal was sig-
nificantly less than the next smallest par-
cel in the neighborhood, and one didn’t
even meet the requirement.

He claimed the proposal would create
a “substantial imbalance” and be a “sub-
stantial detriment” to the neighborhood.

The planning board’s next meeting is
Monday, April 4 when it is scheduled to
hear a proposal to replace the Westfield
Auto Wash at the corner of West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue with a 31-
unit residential apartment building, in-
cluding five “affordable housing” units.

Garwood Battle Set Over
Townhouse Proposal

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A property that has
been the subject of two lawsuits against
the planning board over the past two
decades – including one by a sitting mem-
ber – appears headed to the panel again,
and this time, opponents to a nine-
townhouse development are trying to rally
residents from Cranford and Westfield to
attend the hearing.

Angelo and Sandro Villaraut, who were
granted an exemption from the single-
family zone from the board nearly two
years ago to build the townhomes at the
north end of Walnut Street on Fourth
Avenue, have notified neighbors of their
plans to re-present the proposal at the
board’s Wednesday, March 23 meeting.

The decision comes after a state Supe-
rior Court judge in November overturned
the planning board’s approval and re-
jected a “reconsideration” request earlier
this year. It also comes with the Villarauts
taking the matter to the Appellate Divi-
sion for another hearing.

The Villarauts’ attorney, Steve Hehl,
was on vacation according to a woman
who answered the phone at his Union law
firm Hehl and Hehl on Monday. The
woman would not give her name and said
no other attorney would discuss the mat-
ter.

This is the second time in three months
that the property at 484 Fourth Avenue,
popularly known around Garwood as the
“Hidi” property for its former owners,
has either been placed on the board’s
agenda or notification has been sent to
neighbors. It previously was set to be
heard on January 13 but was withdrawn.

At least one board member, who ap-
proved the site plan but didn’t vote on the
variance to allow the nine townhouses, is
not sure what some of his fellow mem-
bers are thinking.

“The board makeup has changed a
little bit,” Craig McCarrick said. “It will
depend on what they present this time. I
don’t know. I’m not going to wager a
guess on this.”

Mr. McCarrick noted before he voted
to approve the site plan in January 2015
that there was substantial opposition from
neighbors to the proposal, but that the
opposition should have been voiced eight
months earlier when the “use” variance
to forego the single-family restriction in
favor of the townhouses was approved.

Only a few residents appeared at the
May 28, 2014, meeting, an issue those
who have opposed the townhouses claim
is evidence of nefarious intent since the

meeting went 40 minutes past the board’s
mandated conclusion.

Opponents apparently have taken no-
tice of Mr. McCarrick’s advice. Fliers
started appearing in local mailboxes this
past weekend, alerting neighbors of the
area, which borders on Cranford to the
east and Westfield to the west.

The fliers were signed by Bruce Pater-
son, the former sitting board member
who successfully sued the board and
Villarauts, and nearby residents Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro, Westfield Leader
Publisher Horace Corbin and his brother,
Assistant Publisher David Corbin.

All four were co-plaintiffs in the case
against the board and remain defendants
with the matter before the Appellate Di-
vision.

State Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy threw out the board’s 2014 ap-
proval on the grounds that when the
notification went out to the surrounding
neighbors, it merely stated the intention
was to build the townhouses. At the plan-
ning board meeting, however, a proposal
was made to age restrict the units. That
constituted a notification violation, the
judge said, and thus invalidated the ap-
plication.

Mr. Paterson claimed in the suit that
the Villarauts needed to prove some hard-
ship as to why they could not conform to
the single-family restriction. A single
home sits on the property that had been
used by the Hidi family for years to run a
catering business. That use was
grandfathered when the area was rezoned.

Mr. Paterson said the Villarauts, who
purchased the property from the Hidi
estate in 2014, never proved a hardship,
and should not have been granted the
variance. He has referred to the previous
lawsuit regarding the property, when
Rahway developer Giapiedi in 2002 pro-
posed combining the Hidi parcel with an
adjacent plot owned by the Liquore fam-
ily and building 16 townhouses.

The board rejected it. Gaiapiedi sued
and lost. Sandrea Hidi, acting as executor
of the estate, returned in 2011 with a
proposal to divide the lot for three single-
family homes, and the planning board
unanimously approved that with stipula-
tions. But Ms. Hidi never followed
through and the property remains in one
parcel.

Whether the matter formally appears on
the March 23 agenda seems irrelevant to
opponents, who are mustering support.

“If the public opposes it, by all means
show up,” Mr. McCarrick said. “That’s
the way the process is supposed to work.”

Both Mr. Martin and Ms. Todisco
both said they voted against the ordi-
nance because Mr. Renaud had ad-
vised the council that in his opinion
the borough was obligated to con-
tinue to offer the benefits to Mr.
Petruzzelli. Those benefits have
climbed to more than $32,000 annu-
ally and have totaled more than
$170,000 in his seven-plus years as
councilman.

Ms. Cuccaro said she had spoken
with a representative from the state
Division of Local Government Ser-
vices, who advised her that the ordi-
nance eliminating the benefits was
nothing more than a “parallel to the
state statute” and was appropriate.

The issue was further complicated
by an executive session in which po-
tential litigation with regard to the
state “Conscientious Employee Pro-
tection Act” was discussed, a matter
which Mr. Mathieu described as a
potential lawsuit by Ms. Ariemma.

Following the executive session,
the council unanimously agreed to
pay $3,948 to settle a lawsuit filed by
Center Street resident Cheryl
Niedermaier, the domestic partner of
former borough councilman Steve
Blaufeder.

The budget also has allows for some
capital improvements such as new
equipment for the Department of
Public Works, which “increases the
quality of life,” Councilman Frank
Arena said because it leads to better
services such and snow removal and
new tree plantings.

Taxpayers can email
budget@westfieldnj.gov should they
have questions.

The council also passed resolu-
tions that included a stipulation of
settlements on taxes for Colwell
Banker on 217 North Avenue East
and Dooley Funeral Home at 556
Westfield Avenue.
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Liquor
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Tamaques
fields. Recreation Commissioner
James Foerst said he could not agree
with idea of using synthetic turf in an
area he felt should be reserved as a
natural “preserve.” He described
Tamaques as the “gem of Westfield,”
insisting that his concerns had noth-
ing to do with the funds needed for
the improvements.

“My larger concern was that in the
middle of this natural park, I’m put-
ting in plastic,” Mr. Foerst said. “I
feel like the Lorax speaking for the
trees, but I kind of feel like my shock
factor had nothing to do with dol-
lars.”

Mr. Foerst suggested the commis-
sion draft a separate proposal for a
“natural grass” field that the town
council could consider.

Mr. Echausse said Tamaques was
“not a gem,” and explained that it was
a piece of property needing serious
attention.

“In this room you probably al-
ready have five people shaking their
heads, saying: ‘it’s not worth it,’ given
the history of the town,” Mr. Echausse
said.

Mr. Belle noted the existing grass
and pointed out how under-main-
tained it was. Natural grass, he ex-
plained, needed special care, while
synthetic turf, could withstand a
greater

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Nixes Benefits
Ms. Niedermaier had sued for the

cost of fencing on her corner lot after
the council in February 2014 limited
fences on corner lots to four feet. The
measure was adopted on the tie-break-
ing vote of then-Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi.

Mr. Blaufeder, who sat on council
at the time, complained to its chief
sponsor, fellow Councilman Bill
Nierstedt, that it in effect prohibited
him from having an in-ground pool,
which requires six-foot fences. Mr.
Nierstedt, who was defeated in his re-
election bid in November but remains
a member of the planning board, said
he was sympathetic but was unmoved.

The ordinance was amended in
November allowing for six-foot
fences on corner lots with pools.

After Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Blaufeder felt he was only partially
vindicated.

“I will when (Mr. Nierstedt’s) re-
moved from the planning board,” Mr.
Blaufeder said. “I appreciate what
the mayor and the council and bor-
ough attorney did to resolve this.

“It should have never come to this.
The arrogance that was displayed
when this was first discussed was
appalling.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford
he voted against the purchase in the
hopes of allocating those resources to
other needs throughout the munici-
pality.

Ms. O’Connor reported on her at-
tendance at Monday’s Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition meeting.

She emphasized that the single-
seat initiative is important to Cranford,
not only for its convenience to com-
muters, but also for other benefits
more broadly. Having direct rail ser-
vice would likely increase property
values as well as have a positive influ-
ence on downtown businesses.

“This is a game changer for
Cranford,” she said.

Ms. O’Connor is a part of the One-
Seat Ride Task Force and encouraged
residents to sign the petition for the
one-seat ride at
www.raritanvalleyrail.com/.
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FW Redevelopment Discussed;
Council OKs Capital Bond Ord.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A bond ordinance
appropriating just under a million dol-
lars was passed on final reading Mon-
day night at a special borough council
meeting.

The bond will fund capital improve-
ments, including Madison Avenue and
Mac Lennon Place road improvements,
site remediation at the Department of
Public Works (DPW) garage, and
streetscape work on South Avenue be-
tween Martine Avenue and Terrill
Road. A $200,000 Safe Routes to

School grant was earmarked for side-
walk and road improvements, but given
the Department of Transportation
(DOT) regulations the work would be
delayed to most likely next year, the
council said.

So, the council discussed the possi-
bility of foregoing the grant for the
1,500 feet of roadwork and sidewalk
rehab and funding it with borough
monies. Mayor Colleen Mahr asked
the engineer, Peter Bondar, to also ask
the DOT for a waiver that would allow
the borough to have the work done
simultaneously instead of separately,
which would save time and money. If
the borough funds the project, Mr.
Bondar said it would cost about
$140,000, because $60,000 in fees for
oversight of the work mandated by the
DOT would not be necessary.

At the onset of the special meeting,
the Fanwood Redevelopment Agency,
a role served by the mayor and coun-
cil, held a meeting to discuss a variety
of redevelopment matters. It was an-
nounced that Liz Jeffery was hired on
as a point person to oversee redevel-
opment.

She recently met with the developer
who owns the property where the A&P
was located, and the developer said
that large supermarket chains “want a
larger site.” She wants the developer
to approach smaller food chains like
Food Town, before they begin to con-
sider other options for the site. Trader

Joe’s seems to be off the table, Ms.
Jeffery told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, because the rebuild
of the Westfield site is going faster
than planned.

“Seniors really want a food mar-
ket,” Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell said.

China Moon has no interest in “build-
ing up,” Ms. Jeffery said. The business
would consider improving its façade
with the input of the borough. Resident
Harry McNally had asked in a previous
meeting, as well as Monday, about the
business’ compliance with ventilation.
The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment has inspected the premises
and it has passed inspection, Council-
man Tom Kranz said. Mr. McNally
said the front door is regularly left open
to ventilate the restaurant.

Station Square is working on a rede-
velopment agreement, Ms. Jeffery said.
The complex originally had planned
to offer townhomes, and now has
changed its plan to offer 28 rental
units, with some of those designated
as affordable housing.

The leasing agent for Fanwood
Crossings 1, 2, and 3 is in talks with
businesses such as physical rehabilita-
tion, a pharmacy and an eatery, Ms.
Jeffery said.

There are developers interested in
the former sites of the Sun Tavern and
Young’s Paint, Ms. Jeffery said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SCOUT IS HELPFUL...Scouts from Scotch Plains’ Troop 104 help with the serving as part of the Scotch Plains Lions
Club’s annual pancake breakfast on Sunday at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
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Mayor Glover Backs Cut In 2016
Scotch Plains Property Tax Rate

Courtesy of Brian Horton
NO GUNS HERE...Participants at a Fanwood seminar promoting gun safety for
children presented by the Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America pose
for a photo at the March 3 gathering.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Armed with
more than $4 million in township
surplus funds and what he says is a
healthy local economy, Mayor Kevin
Glover says he is backing a cut in this
year’s municipal property tax rate of
at least one, and possibly two, tax
points.

“I want to do something historic,”
the mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Monday. “The
money is there; it’s not a stretch to
do.” Since his election to the town-
ship council is 2006, the mayor has
advocated reducing or freezing the
annual increases in the municipal
portion of the property tax levy, some-
thing he achieved last year when the

tax rate to finance township govern-
ment operations was frozen at $1.488
per $100 of assessed value.

The mayor also took a swipe at
“naysayers” who he said had been
“proven wrong” in their predictions
of the past few years that low or no
property tax increases would lead to
big fiscal problems. The mayor said
the township surplus had regenerated
last year to a level higher than in 2014
and noted the upgrade last summer in
the township’s bond rating. He also
said municipal officials had “done
well” in collecting taxes at a healthy
level.

The $24,767,031 municipal bud-
get is set to be introduced on Tuesday,
March 22, with a public hearing and
vote taking place in April. Late last

month, Township Manager Al
Mirabella submitted his spending and
revenue proposals to the council,
which held a budget meeting last Sat-
urday to review various departments’
spending plans for 2016.

The manager told The Times this
week that he thinks a tax cut is fea-
sible thanks to “some of the decisions
we’ve made” over the past year and
the likelihood that some additional
savings will be found in the coming
weeks. “I feel really good about our
finances,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Rose Checchio sup-
ports the mayor, telling The Times,
“Following last year’s zero-percent
increase and having thoroughly re-
viewed the township’s proposed bud-
get, it is clear that we have the oppor-
tunity to lighten our residents’ tax
burden. I will firmly support the
mayor’s initiative to achieve this.”

Mr. Mirabella said the goal of his
budget proposal was to “provide the
necessary services” to township resi-
dents “in the most cost-effective man-
ner.” Total municipal expenditures
are projected to be about $190,000
more than was budgeted for last year.
Salaries account for $9.635 million, a
1.1 percent increase over last year,
due to contractual salary increases,
Mr. Mirabella said. He did state then
whenever a position became vacant,
its functions would be examined to
see whether it should be filled on a
full-time or part-time basis or left
vacant.

Other expenses in the proposed
budget dipped from slightly over
$12.1 million last year to $11.9 mil-
lion this year. The appropriation for
the township library is the state-man-
dated $1,332,081, an increase of
slightly over $11,000 from last year.
Mr. Mirabella praised Library Direc-
tor Michelle Willis, saying he was
“impressed” with her “prudent use of

Berwyck Chase Seeks
Twp. Aid For Streets

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
a local homeowners association are
pleading with the municipal govern-
ment for financial assistance to help
maintain neighborhood streets they
believe should be seen more as public
thoroughfares rather than private
roadways.

Five members of the Berwyck
Chase Homeowners Association at-
tended last week’s township council
meeting to ask that the Association be
compensated for its upkeep of what
are deemed to be private streets within
the 0.8-square-mile development,
which is situated primarily between
Terrill and Rahway Roads in the south-
west corner of Scotch Plains. A provi-
sion included in the original approv-
als to build the bulk of the homes in
the 1990s stipulated that most of the
winding, cul-de-sac streets were to be
maintained by the Association and
financed with dues paid by

homeowners.
Marc Rogoff noted the association

was required to maintain the streets in
regards to snowplowing and general
upkeep, including resurfacing. He said
plowing alone can cost between
$20,000 and $40,000 annually, de-
pending on the winter weather, and
asked for the township to “finally,
fairly compensate” the Association
for its expenses.

“We pay the same taxes [as other
township residents],” he told the coun-
cil, “but we don’t get the same [ser-
vices] for our tax dollars.” Mr. Rogoff
said the Association would prefer that
the township take over control of the
streets within Berwyck Chase. An-
other board member echoed Mr.
Rogoff’s comments, and said that
some of Berwyck Chase’s streets
“function as public streets” because
motorists use them as cut-throughs
from one side of town to the other. He
made a plea for “exactly the same

Zoning Board OKs Bell
Tower at St. Bart’s

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment gave its approval
last week to the Church of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle to construct
a bell tower at the front of its property
on Westfield Avenue.

The board’s 6-to-1 vote to approve,
with Ed Minall voting no, will allow
the 68-year-old parish to install the
12-foot-high structure along with two
benches and two flagpoles at the front
of its parking area near its main en-
trance. Father John Paladino, the
church’s pastor, told the board at its
March 3 meeting that the Montazzoli
Bell — a gift that was presented to the
church in the early 1950s from the
residents of Montazzoli, Italy, the vil-
lage from where a large influx of
Scotch Plains immigrants came in the
early part of the 20th century — would
be installed in the new tower.

He said the bell had been sent to the
church from Italy, where it was crafted
at a thousand-year-old foundry that
made bells for St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome, as a show of Montazzoli’s
“connection to their brothers and sis-
ters in Scotch Plains.” The bell pres-
ently is in the small prayer garden
located behind the church rectory.

The church required a variance
approval because the bell tower will
be situated 15 feet from Westfield
Avenue. Local ordinances state that
structures cannot be less than 100
feet from the street. The tower would
entail the elimination of two spaces in
the parking lot, but Father Paladino
said it would not have any impact,
given that there are about 360 total
parking spaces in the front and rear of
the church.

A resident who lives in a home next
to the church parking lot told the board

he was concerned that the ringing from
the bell could upset his 12-year-old
son, who is autistic and sensitive to
certain sounds. Father Paladino said
there was no intention of increasing
the level of the bell’s sound. Addition-
ally, planner Jim Watson explained to
the board that he had taken readings of
the bell’s decibel level using a sound
meter and found that the level would
be somewhat higher than where the
bell presently stands, but not signifi-
cantly so, in relation to the Westfield
Avenue homes on either side of the
church’s property.

Mr. Watson said if the sound did
become problematic, the bell’s clap-
per has a large rubber band-type wrap-
ping that already helps muffle the sound
of the ringing, and that the band could
be adjusted and thickened to further
soften the ringing. Father Paladino
said earlier that the bell-ringing sched-

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/Union County
ERIN GO BRAGH...Union County officials and St. Patrick’s Day Parade orga-
nizers, including the Ancient Order of Hibernians and the Elizabeth Division of
the Ladies of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, pose with the Irish flag in front of
the Union County Courthouse in honor of St. Patrick’s Day and Irish culture and
heritage. The Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade is set to begin  this
Saturday, March 12, at 1 p.m. on Morris Avenue in Union.
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Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 13 at 2 a.m.

Replace the batteries in
your smoke alarm!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REDEVELOPMENT RUDDER…Liz Jeffery, designated as the point person for
Fanwood redevelopment, discusses several matters with the borough council at
Monday’s meeting.
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Raritan Valley Coalition
Pushes for Cost Study

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Raritan Val-
ley Rail Coalition is continuing its
push for a cost analysis study for
increased one-seat service.

Peter Palmer, the chairman of the
ad hoc group that includes some mu-
nicipal officials, said NJ Transit offi-
cials have said there is a lack of
funding to expand off-peak service
along the spur line at this time. The
group is seeking to fill in all vacant
train slots headed into New York in
off-peak hours.

“We have achieved weekday mid-
day service and weekday evening ser-
vice. We also meet on a quarterly
basis with NJ Transit management to
pursue our goal of increased service
during the week plus one-seat week-
end service,” Mr. Palmer said.

He said the goal now is to have a
morning one-seat service begin at
8:30 a.m. with evening one-seat rides
at 4 and 8 p.m. Currently, service in
Westfield begins at 9:16 a.m. and
ends at 3 p.m. with evening service
starting at 9 p.m. Off-peak morning
service began in March of 2014 with
evening service in January of 2015.

Mr. Palmer said the coalition is
reaching out to all state legislators in
the coalition’s territory to push for a
“specific appropriation in the 2017
budget for increased transit service
on our line.”

Assemblyman Jamal Holley (D-
20th, Roselle) said, “As a former
mayor, I do support this (expanded
one-seat ride service.)”

He said NJ Transit’s financial lim-
its should not deter the efforts of the
coalition to get the study funded. It
was noted that other lawmakers, in-
cluding Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield) and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield),
are supportive of expanded one-seat
service.

Martin Robins of Westfield, a coa-
lition trustee, said some NJ Transit

spur lines have direct service to New
York, which has caused an uptick in
real estate values.

“It is clear that towns like Summit
have an advantage over Westfield
because it has had a one-seat ride for
about 15 years,” he said. He said
weekend one-seat service on the North
Jersey Coast Line “far exceeds” that
of the Raritan Valley Line as the
Raritan Valley Line currently does
not have weekend direct service to
the city.

Mr. Robins said a study would pro-
duce an “exact dollar” figure on how
much it would cost to expand one-
seat ride service.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the coalition has been frustrated at the
lack of progress for expanded one-
seat service. She said a letter has been
sent to all legislative delegations rep-
resenting the four counties on the
Raritan Valley Line seeking support
for the cost analysis study.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp
asked if the “real issue” is the limited
number of train slots in the existing
rail tunnel into New York or the lack
of funding at NJ Transit.

Mr. Palmer said both issues have
prevented direct service from becom-
ing a reality.

Another attendee said as one-seat
service becomes more popular on the
Raritan Valley Line more parking
capacity will be needed.

Former Garwood Councilman Wil-
liam Nierstedt said NJ Transit is treat-
ing Garwood as the “poor stepchild”
by providing only five trains to New-
ark per day.

In other business, the pending NJ
Transit rail strike by 11 unions is set
to begin Sunday, March 13. Mr.
Palmer said reports were that progress
had been made as of Friday.

“The strike undoubtedly will be a
colossal mess,” he said. He said NJ
Transit is urging commuters to work
from home if at all possible. Buses
will only be able to accommodate
40,000 additional people; 105,000
commuters take NJ Transit trains daily.

Union County Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford said the strike
would give the area “a taste of what
the consequences may be if the Gate-
way Tunnel is not done.” Amtrak’s
Gateway project includes construct-
ing two additional tracks between
Newark and New York and replacing
the Portal Bridge, a railroad bridge
over the Hackensack River, just west
of Secaucus Junction.

As part of the Gateway project,
New York’s Penn Station would need
to be upgraded to the tune of between
$5 and $10 billion.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
was founded in 1998 by Rep. Bob
Franks (R-7th) and includes
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties. Each county has three
representatives.

The next coalition meeting will be
Monday, May 9, at 8:30 a.m., at the
Freeholders Meeting Room, Somerset
County Administration Building, 20
Grove Street, Somerville.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS...Dr. Ed Klein of Clark, standing, celebrates
his birthday Sunday by sharing his cake at the Scotch Plains Lions Club’s annual
pancake breakfast at the Scotch Hills Country Club.

services” that are being provided to
the rest of the town.

Mayor Kevin Glover and Town-
ship Manager Al Mirabella said they
would look into the language included
in the approvals for building the de-
velopment 20 years ago and then dis-
cuss the matter further.

In other business at last week’s
meeting, the council voted to reintro-
duce an ordinance amending the
township’s permit fees for the bulky
waste collection conducted every
June. The existing range of $60 to
$100 would be increased to $80 to
$150 per participating household —
depending on the bids received be-
tween now and June. Two weeks ear-
lier, the council failed to approve the
same ordinance when — with two
members absent — only two votes in
favor of the ordinance were cast. An
ordinance requires three affirmative
votes to pass.

Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella,
one of the absent members in Febru-
ary, said before last week’s vote that
she was “a little uncomfortable” rein-
troducing an ordinance that had just
failed to pass, calling the process
“kind of weird government to me.”
Before joining her colleagues to rein-
troduce the ordinance, which will have
a public hearing next month, she also
noted that several area towns do not
charge residents any fees for bulky

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Berwyck Chase
waste pickups. Earlier, a resident,
Carolyn Perkins, complained to the
council about possible increases in
the fees, noting that senior citizens on
fixed incomes will have trouble af-
fording the higher rates.

The township government will soon
decide whether to formally join with
other New Jersey towns fighting the
proposed Pilgrim Pipeline by con-
tributing to the hiring of attorneys to
help in that effort. Deputy Mayor
Rose Checchio last week said the
178-mile pipeline that would run be-
tween Albany, N.Y. and Linden would
carry a variety of oils, gasoline and jet
fuel. Farther north, it would traverse
the Highlands region, which she noted
contains major sources of drinking
water for the northern part of the
state.

Mayor Glover added that the pipe-
line, the plans for which show it run-
ning through the PSE&G right-of-
way that parallels Terrill Road, pre-
sents “huge environmental issues.”

Mrs. Checchio said affected towns
are seeking to have each municipality
contribute $5,000 toward hiring an
attorney to help organize legal chal-
lenges to the pipeline. Township At-
torney Robert Renaud will contact
his counterparts in other towns, gather
more information and present it to the
council so that a decision can be
made.

budget funding.”
It’s projected that about $14.74 mil-

lion will be raised via property taxes to
support the budget. Construction code
fees are anticipated to be $680,000
this year.  Last year, the projected level
for these fees was $650,000 and
$867,000 was actually collected. It’s
assumed that state aid will remain at
the $2,227,587 level that it was in
2015. The township surplus stands at
$4,116,580, and about $3.1 million of
it will be used to finance the budget.

Mr. Mirabella also presented the
council with his proposed $4.9-mil-
lion capital budget that he said was
focused on infrastructure, improve-
ments to buildings, information-tech-
nology and equipment as well as “a
continued focus on the preservation of
our historical buildings.” This spend-
ing plan, which is more than 40 per-
cent higher than last year’s capital
budget, includes $550,000 for further
improvements to the Shady Rest club-
house at Scotch Hills Country Club,
$190,000 for a new heating and air-
conditioning system at the library,
$988,000 for various park improve-
ments and facilities upgrades,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Property Tax
$172,000 for police SUVs, $1.2 mil-
lion for a new tower ladder truck for
the fire department and $715,000 for
road repairs and resurfacings. It’s pos-
sible the capital ordinance will also be
introduced on March 22, but Mr.
Mirabella said he isn’t certain yet.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUTTER AND SYRUP...Kiesha and Andrea Hardy help Kennedy and Ari with
their breakfast Sunday at the Scotch Plains Lions Club’s annual pancake
breakfast at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
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Bell Tower
ule will remain the same as it presently
is: hourly on Monday through Satur-
day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Sundays
from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and five
minutes prior to a scheduled mass and
also before and after a funeral service
at the church.

In other business, the board ap-
proved two temporary operating per-
mits for two residents — Eduardo
Claudio of Mountainview Avenue and
Krieguer Chavez of Flanders Avenue
— allowing them to park limousines in
their driveways. Additionally, the board
gave approval for a variance to Michael
Gromek for a five-foot-high alumi-
num fence along the front yard of his
property at 1941 Inverness Drive.

Liquor licenses also were discussed.
The borough is allowed to have a
maximum of two licenses, and with
Oh’Brian’s and the Sun Tavern both
closed those licenses are available for
sale. The owner of the Blackthorn had
bought the Sun Tavern liquor license,
the council said, and one of the owners
of Oh’Brian’s holds a liquor license
but legal issues make the sale of it a
grey area.

There also is a limited liquor license
that the A&P held, which allows for
basically warm six packs of beer to be
sold, Borough Attorney Dan McCarthy
said, but the bankruptcy of A&P makes

its sale complicated.
The former Oh’Brian’s is being reno-

vated and may offer a bar on one side
and a restaurant on the other side, Ms.
Jeffery said.

In council business, after a town hall
meeting on recycling was held Febru-
ary 23 to discuss the future of recy-
cling, Harold Clark, president of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association (FSPRA), had said three
“misconceptions” may have transpired
from the presentation. He said the
presentation may have “given the im-
pression” that the FSPRA had asked
the borough for money to support it,
but in fact the borough has a three-
year contract with the FSPRA that
ends next year.

Also, the $17,500 earmarked as an
added cost for the Department of Pub-
lic Works employees who provide ser-
vices, would continue to be spent with-
out the FSPRA unless the borough laid
off an employee, Mr. Clark said.
Thirdly, he said that curbside recy-
cling tends to increase its cost 2 per-
cent yearly while the FSPRA would
be decreasing its costs by 6.5 percent
per year. He asked when a decision
would be made because the FSPRA is
in limbo until then. He also said should
the FSPRA close that it would need the
borough’s support in handling its li-
abilities, such as balers.

The council said it would make a
decision soon, and would need to go
out to bid again before doing so. Mayor
Mahr said there would be no layoffs at
the DPW, and that the $17,500 was the
value based on man hours provided to
the center.

Megan Avallone, the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department health of-
ficer, asked the borough to agree to
an ordinance that would increase the
age to purchase tobacco from 19 to
21. She said the biggest addiction in
Union County is electronic cigarettes,
and that kids are using those for
vaping. Summit and Cranford have
agreed to increase the age, Ms.
Avallone told The Times.

“If you can prevent a child from smok-
ing…” until age 21 there is a 5 percent
chance they will become addicted to
smoking cigarettes, Ms. Avallone said,
which lowers the percentage.

“If I can prohibit the sale in eight
municipalities, that could really have
a public health impact,” Ms. Avallone
said. “Young kids might be saying this
is too much hassle…and that is what
I’m hoping for.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

LEAP YEAR ANNIVERSARY...Garwood residents Kris and Bruce Paterson,
and Ali, celebrate their “second” wedding anniversary in front of the Harrington,
Del., Justice of the Peace Court No. 6, where they were married on February 29,
2008.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEALTH UPDATE…Megan Avallone, health officer with the Westfield Regional
Health Department, briefs the Fanwood Borough Council at Monday’s meeting.
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NJ Transit Prepares for
Shutdown Due to Strike

REGION — NJ Transit rail opera-
tions are facing the prospect of a
systemwide shutdown should the
membership of its rail union opt to
participate in a work stoppage. This
would result in the complete suspen-
sion of NJ Transit rail service, affect-
ing more than 160,000 customers
who ride the system on a typical
weekday.

The Wall Street Journal reported
the strike could begin as early as
Sunday, March 13. Workers have been
without a contract for five years. The
strike would be the first at NJ Transit
since 1983. Some 4,200 workers
could stop working under federal
rules.

In the event of such a stoppage, NJ
Transit has developed a contingency
plan that would accommodate up to
about 38 percent, or about 40,000
seats, of the existing New York-bound
customer base, according to a media
release put out by the agency.

This contingency plan includes
adding capacity to existing New York
commuter bus routes in close prox-
imity to rail stations, contracting with
private carriers to operate bus service
from key regional park-ride locations
during weekday peak periods, in-
creasing capacity on its three light
rail systems, and maximizing use of
the available capacity on PATH and
ferry service.

“A rail stoppage would have a se-
vere impact on travel in the entire
region, as capacity constraints on both
our public transportation system and
our road network limit our ability to
accommodate every displaced rail
customer,” NJ Transit Interim Ex-
ecutive Director Dennis Martin said.
“NJ Transit will operate a plan that
the overall system and region can
safely handle to accommodate as
many customers as possible who ab-
solutely must travel into and out of
New York, bearing in mind that bus
service cannot replicate the railroad.”

Approximately 105,000 custom-
ers make up the total rail-based inter-
state market, including customers
who transfer from NJ Transit rail to
PATH trains at Hoboken Terminal
and Newark Penn Station. Through a
combination of added capacity to
existing New York bus routes, opera-
tion of a regional park/ride service,
and private carriers adding capacity
where possible to their own bus routes
that parallel rail corridors, the agency
estimates it can carry approximately
40,000 New York customers.

“If a rail stoppage occurs, NJ Tran-
sit customers as well as people who

normally drive to work should under-
stand that this will not be a normal
commute for anyone — particularly
with the potential for more than
10,000 additional cars on the road
per peak hour,” Mr. Martin said. “As
part of our contingency planning, we
have reached out to a broad range of
employers and business organizations
in New Jersey and New York to alert
them to the potential stoppage, and
we have strongly encouraged them to
allow their employees to telecommute
if possible.”

Park-ride service will operate on a
first come, first served basis from five
regional park-ride lots, weekdays only,
inbound from 6 to 10 a.m. and out-
bound from 4 to 8 p.m. The park-rides
are as follows: MetLife Stadium to
Port Authority Bus Terminal, New
York; PNC Bank Arts Center, Holmdel
to New York City (Academy);
Hamilton Rail Station to Newark Penn
Station PATH; Metropark Rail Station
to Harrison PATH Station; and
Ramsey/Route 17 Rail Station to Lin-
coln Harbor Ferry, Weehawken.

No midday, evening, weekend or
reverse commute service will oper-
ate on these park-ride routes.

NJ Transit will enhance peak pe-
riod service on 29 existing New York
bus routes in close proximity to rail
stations. The routes are as follows:
Northeast Corridor, 108, 112, 115
and 129 bus routes; North Jersey
Coast Line, 116 and 133/135 bus
routes; Raritan Valley Line, 113 and
114X bus routes; Morris and Essex
Lines, 107X and 114X bus routes;
Montclair-Boonton Lines, 191X and
324 bus routes; Main/Bergen County
Lines, 145, 160L, 160T, 160P, 163P,
164SX, 190P/D, 190R, 190X, 192X;
Pascack Valley Line, 151, 162, 163L,
165P, 165R, 165T.

In the event of a stoppage, no rail
service will be provided on the North-
east Corridor (including the Princeton
Branch/Dinky), North Jersey Coast,
Morris and Essex (including Gladstone),
Main/Bergen County, Montclair-
Boonton, Raritan Valley, Pascack Val-
ley, Atlantic City, and Port Jervis lines.

Access Link Service will operate
normally, however customers should
anticipate longer travel times as a re-
sult of anticipated increases in traffic,
and additional passengers in vehicles.

All existing valid rail tickets and
passes with an origin or destination
of New York will be accepted for
travel on all park-ride service, and
will be cross-honored on NJT buses
and light rail lines, private carrier
buses, PATH and NY Waterway.
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  HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9 TO 9 
SUNDAY 12 TO 6

EFFECTIVE THRU MARCH 23, 2016 

Stew Leonard’s Wines & Spirits 
Independently owned and operated.  

Not a cooperative buying group and not 
part of the Stew Leonard’s food chain.

SPRINGFIELD, NJ 
901 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 

908-379-2930
We’re between Route 22 and 

Mountain Ave. in Echo Plaza, next 
to Outback.  Only 4 miles west of 
the Garden State Parkway and  

three miles south of I-78. 

SIGN-UP&  SAVE
with our weekly emails 

Y
about SPECIALS,
Celebrity Tastings

and Special Events!

go to...  StewsWines.com

LOUIS JADOT Beaujolais Villages .........  SALE $10.18 
TOASTED HEAD Chardonnay ................  SALE $9.18 
RUFFINO Tan Label ................................  SALE $19.08
CUPCAKE Sauvignon Blanc ...................  SALE $8.18
MENAGE A TROIS Red ..........................  SALE $9.08
KRIS Pinot Grigio ....................................  SALE $9.98 
BLACKSTONE Merlot .............................  SALE $5.98
SANTA MARGHERITA Pinot Grigio ........  SALE $20.18
MEIOMI Pinot Noir ...................................  SALE $19.99
SONOMA CUTRER Chardonnay ............  SALE $19.28
JOSH Cabernet Sauvignon .....................  SALE $12.18
JOEL GOTT Cabernet Sauvignon ..........  SALE $12.98 
CAVIT All Varietals 1.5L ..........................  SALE $13.18
WOODBRIDGE All Varietals 1.5L ...........  SALE $10.48 
BAREFOOT All Varietals 1.5L .................  SALE $10.48 

COORS Light Loose bottles ......... $17.10 
CORONA/Corona Light   
Loose bottles ............................... $26.10 

HEINEKEN Loose bottles ............$26.10
YUENGLING Loose bottles .......... $17.49
BUD/BUD Light 30 pk cans .......... $21.10 

MILLER Lite 30 pk cans ............... $21.10

FOUNDERS All Day IPA 15 pk cans .... $15.99
STELLA ARTOIS 12 pk bottles ......... $13.99 
SAM ADAMS Lager 12 pk bottles ........ $15.49 
BECKS 12 pk bottles ........................ $12.49
GUINNESS DRAUGHT  4 pk cans ...... $6.49
DOGFISH 60 Minute IPA 6 pk  ....... $7.99
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Great Selections
UNDER $10   

SVEDKA Vodka 1.75Lt .............. SALE $19.29
JAMESON 750ml ...................... SALE $28.09
BAILEY’S 750ml ....................... SALE $21.09
KETEL ONE Vodka 1.75Lt ......... SALE $39.00  
JOHNNIE WALKER  
Black 1.75Lt ............................. SALE $59.09 
CAPTAIN MORGAN 1.75Lt ........ SALE $25.09
BOMBAY Sapphire 1.75Lt ......... SALE $39.09
HENNESSY VS 750ml ............... SALE $31.09
PATRON Silver 750ml ............... SALE $39.09

Try These HIDDEN GEMS

SAVE on 

WINES  
You  

     Love!
LOS CABALLOS All varietals 750ml  ...........  $3.98 save $1
ALTO VUELO Cabernet Sauvignon  ........ $9.98 save $2
KIMBERLY RIVER Chardonnay  .............. $7.98 Save $4
LA VIGNE DU ROY Cotes Du Rhone  ....  $9.98 save $2
DIAMOND RIDGE Sauvignon Blanc  ......  $9.98 save $2 
MININI Montepulciano D’Abruzzo  ..........  $9.98 save $2
LAS LENAS Malbec  ...............................  $5.98 save $1
 

S P R I N G F I E L D

FREE
Daily Wine

Tastings!

SAVE BIG on BEER

# 1 WINE RETAILER 
in the COUNTRY

Follow
us on...

SAVE BIG on LIQUOR

Jim Lowney/County of Union
PREPARING FOR PARADE...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio
Granados and Freeholders Linda Carter and Bette Jane Kowalski present
resolutions to the 2016 Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand Marshal
Frank McGovern, General Chairwoman Kerry Ricci and Parade Adjutant
Jessica Cunningham congratulating them on the 20th annual parade. The 2016
Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade steps off at 1 p.m. this Saturday, March
12 on Morris Avenue in Union.

Cranford DMC Urges
Investment In Downtown
By JONATHAN R. PARKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Tom O’Brien,
chairman of Cranford’s Office of
Downtown Business and Economic
Development board (still commonly
known by its former name — Down-
town Management Corporation
(DMC), addressed the Township
Committee Monday night request-
ing approximately $375,000 to be
included in the municipal budget to
fund projects to improve Cranford’s
central business district.

Mr. O’Brien cited a resolution
that allocates 21 cents per $1,000 in
taxes to the DMC. He said, however,
that this money typically goes to-
wards items such as paving roads
and claimed that the business dis-
trict is suffering from deferred main-
tenance.

“The state of the central business
district is deplorable,” he told the
committee during its workshop
meeting.

Mr. O’Brien claimed the business
district is entitled to more funding.
“It’s time to do something for the
central business district,” he said.

Michael Venditti, chairman of the
DMC’s maintenance committee,
presented a proposal identifying five
high priority items. The top priority
called for $35,000 to fully fund the
paving of areas throughout the
downtown that have been designed
as “hotspots” in need of attention.

The Township Committee has al-
ready allocated $65,000 to paving
projects. Mr. Venditti said that
amount will cover about 65 percent
of the hotspots. The $35,000 would
address the remaining 35 percent,
ensuring all hotspots are repaved.

Repairing and replacing benches
throughout the downtown was an-
other priority. Out of a total of 49
benches, five are falling apart and
considered to be unsafe. It would
cost $8,000 to replace the five
benches. Repairs to other benches
not considered safety hazards would
cost an additional $25,600.

The most expensive proposal in-
volved upgrading streetlights and
parking garage lights to LED light-
ing, along with new glass lenses on
the streetlights. The costs of the
streetlight upgrades, including re-
painting the existing poles, would
be about $360,000 after applying
rebates. The light replacements are
guaranteed for 20 years. Mr. Venditti
reported that the energy savings of
making the change amount to ap-
proximately $50,000 a year — an-

ticipating a drop from $57,000 to
$7,000 a year. Additionally, mainte-
nance costs would be reduced by
$5,000 per year.

Touting the energy savings, Mr.
Venditti said the upgrade would pay
for itself in six-and-a-half years.

The final priority entailed replac-
ing 100 trees downtown. Mr. Venditti
said many of the Bradford Pear trees
downtown are a “disaster.” The DMC
proposed a program to replace all of
these trees that would leave the spe-
cies selection up to the tree advisory
board.

All together, the proposals
amounted to over a half a million
dollars. After savings and applying
$100,000 that the DMC has in a re-
serve fund, that number drops to ap-
proximately $370,000.

Nelson Dittmar, chairman of
Cranford’s Green Team, weighed in
on behalf of the Environmental Com-
mission to say that from an environ-
mental perspective, saving energy and
cutting back on emissions is a signifi-
cant step forward and the right thing
to do. As a retired CPA, he gave
further endorsement to the plan by
appealing to the cost savings.

In other business, representatives
from the Cranford First Aid Squad
delivered a presentation outlining the
scope of their day-to-day work along
with their expenses.

They reported receiving approxi-
mately 1,100 calls a year for their
services. The squad currently oper-
ates with two ambulances, one of
which was replaced last year.

In reporting on what makes the
squad exceptional, Captain and Op-
erations Officer Kent Lucas said the
crews operate out of their building —
not responding from home via pager
— so they have fast response times.
Moreover, each crew is usually com-
prised of four individuals, with two
to three EMTs on board, exceeding
the minimum requirement of a driver
plus one EMT.

The squad currently has around 60
members but are always recruiting
and looking for new members.

The township engineer reported on
plans to upgrade the filtration system
at the Orange Avenue pool. The town-
ship administrator and members of
the committee stressed that this project
needs to be expedited. They would
like to see the upgrade happen before
the pool opens for the summer season.

Upgrading the system once the pool
is opened would not be an option and
would risk another year of service to
an already old piece of equipment.

Lance Promotes New
Mental Health Legislation

Kean Sponsors Bill to
Boost Charitable Giving

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) is one of three prime spon-
sors of legislation introduced on
Monday to boost charitable giving to
New Jersey nonprofits that are on the
front lines serving millions of chil-
dren and families.

The legislation would establish a
charitable deduction for state income
tax filers on the money and gifts they
provide to charities operating in New
Jersey. This new bill is a modified
version of bipartisan S-334, origi-
nally created and introduced in 2007
by Senator Kean.

“New Jersey is blessed to be served
by an array of charities supporting
children, families and seniors in
need,” Sen. Kean said. “A host of
nonprofit educational, cultural and
civic organizations make our com-
munities safer and stronger. As we
have learned on many occasions,
such as the aftermath of Superstorm
Sandy, charities are often the first to
mobilize to help in times of crisis
before government resources are
available.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) took to the
floor of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives last week to promote his new
mental health care legislation, the
Expand Excellence in Mental Health
Act.

“This measure is directly tackling
one of the most significant mental
health challenges – access. The Ex-
pand Excellence in Mental Health
Act will enable more states to experi-
ment with the tools and practices to
fix this broken system,” Mr. Lance
told his colleagues in his remarks to
the chamber. “Too often we are re-
minded that our nation’s mental health
care system is not working nearly as
well as should be the case. It’s a
vicious cycle where the vulnerable
who need the most care are instead
left out of society, unemployable and
– in some cases – a danger to them-
selves and others. This bill will help
struggling families who seek the best
care for their loved ones.”

Since the original law was en-
acted several states, including New
Jersey, have been selected to work
with interested community mental
health centers, federally-qualified
health centers, veterans clinics and
other mental health organizations to
design a program that meets the new
standards for Certified Community
Behavioral Health Centers. The Ex-
pand Excellence in Mental Health
Act will expand this work to more
states in a major step toward fully
equipping quality mental and be-
havioral health services nationwide.
The new law focuses on improving

quality standards and fully funding
community services, offering pa-
tients increased services such as 24-
hour crisis psychiatric care, coun-
seling and integrated services for
mental illness.

“I welcome all good ideas to the
table for reforming our mental health
care system,” Mr. Lance concluded.
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Sponsored locally by:
Chelsea Senior Living 

Little Hearts, Big World CPR/First Aid Instruction

Firemen and
      The Easter Bunny

Friday, March 18th

6:00 PM-8:00 PM
Italian dinner fundraiser for the

Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company

Donation: $10 adults, $5 children. All you can eat!

Easter Bunny! Easter Eggs! Face Painting!

Live entertainment! See the fire truck! 

RSVP: 908-654-5200. We’ll see you at

295 SOUTH AVENUE • FANWOOD, NJ 07023

CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

together for
   a hoppin’ good time!

Must RSVP, 908-654-5200. We’ll see you at

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Thursday, March 10th

6:15 PM
Dinner served!

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD, NJ 07023  |  908-654-5200

WWW.CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Bring your questions for Bob Luperi, Medicare Specialist,

and learn about these Medicare benefits in New Jersey.

PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS: LOWER

YOUR COSTS
You may qualify for $5 generic or $7 name brand prescriptions

Medicare recipients of certain incomes may qualify for numerous benefits such as:

•Discounts on utility bills

•Eliminate “donut hole” coverage gap

•Reduced prescription drug costs

•Pets spayed or neutered for $10

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Gannett Calls for Christie
Resignation Or Recall Vote

Gannett’s three New Jersey news-
papers — Asbury Park Press, The
Courier Post of Cherry Hill and the
Daily Record of Morristown — last
week called for Governor Chris
Christie to resign, saying they were
outraged by his “arrogance” and “fed
up” with him.

“We’re fed up with his long neglect
of the state to pursue his own selfish
agenda. We’re disgusted with his en-
dorsement of Donald Trump after he
spent months on the campaign trail
trashing him, calling him unqualified
by temperament and experience to be
president. And we’re fed up with his
continuing travel out of state on New
Jersey’s dime, stumping for Trump,
after finally abandoning his own
presidential campaign,” according to
the editorial.

The editorial suggested residents
should initiate a recall effort if the
Governor refuses to resign the job he
has had since January of 2010.

Whitman Won’t Support
Trump, Might Vote for Clinton
Former New Jersey governor

Christie Whitman has said she will
not support Donald Trump if he be-
comes the Republican Party’s nomi-
nee for President.

“The kind of rhetoric in which he is
engaged, the divisiveness he is en-
couraging, the belittling of people
just by reason of their ethnicity, he is
creating a divide in this country that
I think is very dangerous for the fu-
ture and while I certainly don’t want
four more years of another Clinton
administration or more years of the
Obama administration, I would take
that over the kind of damage that I
think that Donald Trump could do to
this country, to its reputation, to the
people of this country,” she told
fortune.com.

Ms. Whitman said she is backing
Ohio Governor John Kasich, a long
shot for the GOP nomination and
who, according to Fox News, only
had 37 delegates as of Tuesday.

Vitale Bill Would Call for Testing
Baby Boomers for Hepatitis C
A bill sponsored by state Senator

Joseph F. Vitale (D-19th,
Woodbridge) that would put New
Jersey in line with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recommendations to test baby
boomers for Hepatitis C has been
approved by the Senate Health, Hu-
man Services and Senior Citizens

Committee.
The issue is close to Senator Vitale

as his father passed away from com-
plications due to Hepatitis C, a dis-
ease that he contracted through a
tainted blood transfusion. The Sena-
tor notes that through this legislation,
individuals would be diagnosed ear-
lier, allowing for effective treatment
to avoid liver damage, cirrhosis and
even cancer.

The bill, S-1279, would require
hospitals and health care profession-
als to offer individuals, born between
1945 and 1965, with Hepatitis C test-
ing. Hepatitis C is a liver disease that
can lead to scarring of the liver or
cirrhosis; eventually it can cause liver
cancer, liver disease or liver failure.
Those with the disease are often as-
ymptomatic, allowing for the liver to
be irrevocably damaged prior to di-
agnosis and treatment.

“For high-risk populations, like the
Baby Boomer generation, testing will
provide insight into their health and
allow them to work with health care
professionals to determine a treat-
ment plan that could provide them
with life-saving medical care,” added
Senator Vitale.

Cardinale Urges Scutari to
Schedule Hearing for Bauman
Ranking Republican on the Senate

Judiciary Committee, Gerald Cardinale
(R-39th, Cresskill), has urged Senate
Judiciary Committee Chairman Nicho-
las Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) to regain
control of that committee and schedule
a state Supreme Court confirmation
hearing for David Bauman.

 “Chairman Scutari and I have a
long history together serving the
public on this committee, and I con-
sider him a friend. I know he’s smart
enough to understand that there is
no constitutional basis to deny David
Bauman’s nomination. He knows
there’s no language in the constitu-
tion about Supreme Court political
balance or anything to do with the
partisan makeup of the High Court
or any constitutional requirement
about political affiliations of Su-
preme Court justices.

“I get that he’s trying to be loyal to
his fellow Democrat politician, the
Senate President (Steve Sweeney),
but I urge him to shift his loyalty to
the 8.9 million New Jerseyans who
are being denied justice, property
tax relief, proper affordable housing
and healthcare resolutions due to
the lack of a full state Supreme
Court.”

Union County Courts Preparing for
State’s New Speedy Trial And Bail System

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board was given an up-
date last Thursday on preparations
for New Jersey’s new speedy trial
and bail law.

County Manager Al Faella, in his
executive budget, estimated the new
law will cost the county $1 million
initially to set up and another $1.8
million in 2017 when the law goes
into effect.

The new law will change the state’s
system from one of monetary bail
for complaint warrants to one focus-
ing on the risk or the danger indi-
viduals pose to the community. The
new system was approved by both
houses of the legislature, signed by
Governor Chris Christie and ap-
proved by voters as a referendum in
2014.

State Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, Union County’s assignment
judge, said initially those persons ar-
rested on a complaint warrant will be
taken to the county jail, where they
will await a risk assessment that must
be conducted within 48 hours through
a newly created pretrial services unit
of the courts.

Individuals who are eligible for
speedy trials are those who are in jail
for an indictable or disorderly per-
sons offense, and remain there pri-
marily because they are unable to
post bail.

The risk assessment recommenda-
tion will be given to the judge as-
signed to the case for consideration
as a condition for release from cus-
tody. Risk assessments will be based
on data supplied to the court such as
the likelihood the individual will be
arrested again or not show for a court
hearing.

“There is going to be a lot more
initial people who aren’t getting
out (of jail by paying bail),” she
said.

If a person is released on condi-
tions, staff from the pre-trial unit
will be assigned to monitor those
conditions. Persons issued sum-
mons will be released and are not
subject to the speedy trial and bail
system.

Judge Cassidy said currently per-
sons who cannot make bail are held
in the county jail. She said there are
individuals being held on small bail
amounts such as $250 or $500 be-
cause they do not have the funds to
meet the bail. Meanwhile, high-risk/
dangerous defendants who have the

Jim Lowney/County of Union
HELPING SENIORS... Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Sergio
Granados and Freeholders Vernell Wright, center, and Bette Jane Kowalski help
serve meals at the Stephen Sampson Senior Citizen Center in Elizabeth to kick off
the 14th Annual March for Meals, a month-long celebration of Meals on Wheels
designed to rally communities around the seniors who rely on its service to remain
healthier and independent in their own homes. Meals on Wheels delivers meals
daily to homebound seniors in Union County. The program is primarily sup-
ported by a grant from the Union County Division on Aging, as well as donations
from private sources and public organizations.

Lance Comments on
Nancy Reagan

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released
the following statement on the
passing of former First Lady Nancy
Reagan:

“Nancy Reagan was one of the
most influential first ladies in the
history of the nation. Her work for
charities, veterans organizations and
the handicapped started with her ser-
vice as First Lady of California and
continued when she became First
Lady of the United States. On the
national and international stage she
fought against the scourge of drug
addiction. And in the years since leav-
ing the White House she brought
great attention to the terrible disease
of Alzheimer’s.

“Most of all Nancy Reagan was the
devoted wife of Ronald Reagan, one
of our greatest presidents. A woman
of style and grace, Mrs. Reagan’s
place in the history of the United
States will endure.”

SPF BOE to Interview
Candidates for Vacancy

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will hold a public meeting next week
to conduct interviews with prospec-
tive candidates to fill an open posi-
tion on the board.

This meeting will be held on Tues-
day, March 15, at 7 p.m. in the ad-
ministration building, Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street, and Scotch
Plains.

financial means to make bail will no
longer be able to do so by a motion of
the prosecutor to the judge.

Under the new law, prior to an
indictment a defendant cannot re-
main in jail more than 90 days. After
an indictment, a defendant cannot be
detained more than 180 days before
commencement of a trial.

Judge Cassidy said overall an indi-
vidual must be released from jail within
two years after the court’s issuance of
the pre-trial detention order for the
defendant and if the prosecutor is not
ready to proceed to trial.

New Jersey’s speedy trial and bail
law is based on systems established
in Arizona, Kentucky and Washing-
ton, D.C.

She said a municipal court judge
will be permitted to conduct the ini-
tial court hearing on a defendant in
most cases except homicides, which
a Superior Court judge is required to
hear. Court rooms where the hear-
ings will be conducted will have to be
available on weekends to meet the
48-hour requirement for a risk as-
sessment hearing.

Judge Cassidy said she will need to
reassign judges to the criminal level
to meet the new demand in the crimi-
nal division.

“We’ve got to try these cases
quickly. I’m not getting any more
judges,” she said. “I’ve been told

that if I’ve got to move these cases
I’ve got to pull judges from other
divisions to trial. And I’m going to
have to pull them from civil or fam-
ily... and make them all criminal
judges.”

She said a survey of courthouse
courtrooms will have to be con-
ducted to determine which court-
rooms can be converted from other
divisions into criminal trial court-
rooms.

Morris, Passaic and Camden coun-
ties are working out the kinks in the
system as part of the state’s pilot
program.

“The ultimate goal...is to make our
criminal justice system much better
than it is,” Judge Cassidy said.

In other business, the board con-
sidered an agreement with NJ Transit
for $300,000 with the county provid-
ing another $150,000 for the period
of July 1, 2016 through June 30,
2017 for inclusion in NJ Transit’s
Consolidated NJ Job Access and Re-
verse Commute (NJ JARC) grant
application. The program provides
shuttle service for workers at retail-
ers along U.S. Route 22 in Union and
Springfield.

In addition, a resolution was con-
sidered to enter into another agree-
ment with NJ Transit to secure
$240,000 with a 20-percent county
match of $48,000 for period of Janu-

ary 1 through December 31 of this
year for the agency’s 5310 Mobility
Management Grant application to
the Federal Transit Administration.
The grant would help support the
Paratransit System that has seen
funding declining from the state’s
Casino Revenue Fund due to a large
number of casinos going out of busi-
ness in Atlantic City. Paratransit pro-
vides rides for seniors and the handi-
capped.

The freeholders honored mem-
bers of the 2016 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee at
the start of the meeting. The pa-
rade, which began in 1997, will
begin at 1 p.m. on Morris Avenue at
Commerce Avenue in Union this
Saturday, March 12. This year’s
grand marshal is Frank McGovern
of Cranford.
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Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
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[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
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‘Three or Four Hours After Midnight,
With My Head Full of the Subject’

This Sunday begins Daylight Saving Time. Remember
to spring ahead one hour at 2 a.m. Muddled, countries
around the world have different policies and time changes.
It can be confusing and its energy savings are controver-
sial. One of the better justifications for current energy
policies and one of our favorite lines – “Three or Four
Hours After Midnight, With Our Heads Full of the Sub-
ject” by Benjamin Franklin.

A uniform implementation of Daylight Saving Time
has eluded civilization, and controversy exists whether it
actually saves energy, as Benjamin Franklin humorously
suggested in a letter to The Journal of Paris in 1784 –
(Excerpts) “Messieurs, You often entertain us with ac-
counts of new discoveries.

Permit me to communicate to the public, through your
paper, one that has lately been made by myself, and which
I conceive may be of great utility… I was the other
evening in a grand company, where the new lamp of
Messrs. Quinquet and Lange was introduced, and much
admired for its splendour; but a general inquiry was made,
whether the oil it consumed was not in proportion to the
light it afforded, in which case there would be no saving
in the use of it… I went home, and to bed, three or four
hours after midnight, with my head full of the subject. An
accidental sudden noise waked me about six in the morn-
ing, when I was surprised to find my room filled with
light; and I imagined at first, that a number of those lamps
had been brought into it; but, rubbing my eyes, I perceived
the light came in at the windows.

I got up and looked out to see what might be the
occasion of it, when I saw the sun just rising above the
horizon, from whence he poured his rays plentifully into
my chamber, my domestic having negligently omitted,
the preceding evening, to close the shutters… Your read-
ers, who with me have never seen any signs of sunshine
before noon, and seldom regard the astronomical part of
the almanac, will be as much astonished as I was, when
they hear of his rising so early; and especially when I

assure them, that he gives light as soon as he rises. I am
convinced of this. I am certain of my fact. One cannot be
more certain of any fact. I saw it with my own eyes. And,
having repeated this observation the three following
mornings, I found always precisely the same result….

Yet it so happens, that when I speak of this discovery to
others, I can easily perceive by their countenances, though
they forbear expressing it in words, that they do not quite
believe me. One, indeed, who is a learned natural philoso-
pher, has assured me that I must certainly be mistaken as
to the circumstance of the light coming into my room; for
it being well known, as he says, that there could be no light
abroad at that hour, it follows that none could enter from
without; and that of consequence, my windows being
accidentally left open, instead of letting in the light, had
only served to let out the darkness; and he used many
ingenious arguments to show me how I might, by that
means, have been deceived. I owned that he puzzled me
a little, but he did not satisfy me; and the subsequent
observations I made, as above mentioned, confirmed me
in my first opinion… This event has given rise in my mind
to several serious and important reflections. I considered
that, if I had not been awakened so early in the morning,
I should have slept six hours longer by the light of the sun,
and in exchange have lived six hours the following night
by candle-light; and, the latter being a much more expen-
sive light than the former, my love of economy induced
me to muster up what little arithmetic I was master of, and
to make some calculations, which I shall give you, after
observing that utility is, in my opinion the test of value in
matters of invention, and that a discovery which can be
applied to no use, or is not good for something, is good for
nothing… I say it is impossible that so sensible a people,
under such circumstances, should have lived so long by
the smoky, unwholesome, and enormously expensive
light of candles, if they had really known, that they might
have had as much pure light of the sun for nothing. A
Subscriber.”

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

Tree Stumps Need to Be Removed
From Westfield Sidewalks

Recyclables Should Be Going to
The Fanwood Recycle Center

Handicapped Commuter Decries
Elevator Status from Westfield to NYC

Something’s Not Right; Don’t Let
Developer Make ‘Hidi’ High-Density

The town needs to address the abun-
dance of stumps left after they have
taken down a town-owned tree (or
paid a subcontractor). They used to
pay the third party for this but stopped,
saying they would do it themselves.
Then their chipper “broke.” That was
two years ago.

I would also like to comment on
the deplorable condition of the side-
walks, at least in my “Boulevard His-
toric” area. When I contacted the
town last year regarding this they

sheepishly replied with some convo-
luted Orwellian legalese that the town
couldn’t enforce the existing code
because then they become liable. So
they are willing to risk injury or worse
to avoid a hypothetical lawsuit.

Other towns (Ridgewood comes to
mind) have been doing this success-
fully for years, in large part to be
ADA compliant. Now there’s a law-
suit!

Vincent Fischer
Westfield

The mandated recyclable pickup
program in Scotch Plains started out
with three different pickup trucks
picking up newspapers then card-
board and finally glass/aluminum
(separated in the vehicle). Then we
didn’t have to sort the glass/alumi-
num and the newspapers/cardboard
and only two trucks made the pickup.
Now I see only one truck making the
pickup and no sorting.

Can anyone say that this is verified
100 percent recycling and not just
garbage collection that is just going
to a landfill? If this is just a garbage
collection then isn’t the town most

likely unknowingly forcing it’s tax-
payers to pay for two garbage collec-
tion services? Might I suggest if that
is the case that the mayors of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains discuss jointly sup-
porting the Fanwood recycling pro-
gram which everyone can see driving
by sorts the materials properly. The
center could be opened more than
two days a week to support the in-
creased tonnage and the revenue
would help if not fix the deficit that
the center has incurred this past year.

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

In regards to the Hidi property again
being targeted for a  high-density
townhome project by the same devel-
oper in the last two years: The pro-
posed high-density development that
had been approved by the Garwood
Planning Board has been stopped
twice by a residents’ lawsuit. How-
ever, the developer is now coming
back in front of the planning board
with the exact same plans. One may
ask how can this be?

In the last 20 years, various devel-
opers had approached the Hidis for
plans for their property. Four times
the developers had applied to the
planning board for high-density
townhomes on the property. Each
time the planning board denied the
application. One developer even sued
the planning board and, in court un-
der testimony, the planning board
members and their professional stated
they wanted to see single-family
homes on the property.  So what
changed?

Garwood still remains the sleepy
little town it has always been, there is
no sea-change. It’s still small capes
and old homes on the back roads with
larger projects on North and South
Avenues.  So why this sudden change
to plop down nine, three-story
townhomes on the back roads of
Garwood right where Cranford and
Westfield all come together and where
the master plan and the zoning ordi-
nances, past statements of planning
board members and even the old law-
suit proved that there should be single-
family homes? The developer even
negotiated for the property with a

value that three single-family homes
could be built.

One possible explanation is that
this present developer, who lives in
Garwood, had sat on the planning
board 10 years ago so became good
friends with the planning board mem-
bers and the professionals.

He even hosted multiple political
fundraisers for one board member
who ran for council.  In the recent
lawsuit, the judge pointed out the
approval was lacking in substance to
show why the high-density project
with its six variances for density,
height, setback, three stories, etc. is
acceptable. In a little town, can
cronyism take precedence over the
integrity of a neighborhood, its resi-
dents and Garwood’s master plan?

Procedurally, something is just not
right.  Yet again he is coming in front
of the planning board with the exact
same plans.

This hearing is open to the public.
This impacts Garwood, Westfield and
Cranford. We are writing to ask that
the residents of the three towns come
to the planning board meeting to stop
this defilement of a neighborhood.
No neighborhood is now safe from
what can be there.

The meeting is Wednesday, March
23, 7:30 p.m. at Garwood Borough
Hall.  We must all make sure that the
proceedings have integrity and the
proper questions are asked by the
planning board.  We must not let
cronyism override Garwood and its
neighborhoods.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

I’ll start out telling you that I use a
wheelchair and in order for me to get
from home to New York City and
back. I need 10 working elevators or
escalators (yes, I ride escalators in
my chair).

Yesterday from Westfield to New
York City, I ran into four non-work-
ing elevators. FOUR!

In Westfield, the elevator on the
westbound side was out. It has been
out for more than a month. I called
two weeks ago to complain and was
told that “it was under repair and
there was no ETA.”

Call back next week. I parked on
the westbound side so I could push
the half-mile around to the eastbound
side during daylight.

I then boarded the train to Newark
then New York.

I asked the conductor specifically
to ensure that there was a working
elevator in Newark — clearly this
isn’t my first rodeo. I was told I
should be fine.

I got to Newark on Track A and the
first elevator, a cargo elevator, had a
sign indicating it was closed from
March 1 for a week. I pushed to the

other end of the platform to elevator
No. 18 only to find that it was also not
working.

I pushed the HELP button and
nothing...argh.

By this time the platform is com-
pletely empty. Fortunately, a NJ Tran-
sit worker came upstairs because an-
other passenger had told them I was
stranded. It turned out that a worker
had “turned off the elevator,” they
turned it back on and I was able to
continue on my way — 30 minutes
later.

I then got on the train to New York
City, again, I asked the next conduc-
tor to ensure there is a working eleva-
tor. I got off in New York City and,
you guessed it — again, the elevator
doesn’t work. Fortunately, I saw an
escalator, jumped on and was on my
way.

BUT, I ask you, what part of this
story speaks to A.D.A.? Is this what
accommodation looks like?

This is completely unacceptable.
1) Westfield elevator not working

for a month with no ETA.
2) No working elevator in Newark

even after asking the conductor spe-
cifically.

3) Elevator in New York doesn’t
work.

Is NJ Transit accessible or is that
just PR?

Where do I go from here?
I’m not happy.... not happy.

Angelo Mongiovi
Fanwood

GOP Looks Disgraceful,
With Lack of Decency
The Republican Party has become a

joke. But, unfortunately, it is not a very
funny one.

What Donald Trump has done with his
reckless hateful rhetoric is to allow hate
mongers to feel empowered. Now some-
how these people feel they can say these
things with impunity and somehow ap-
pear to be legitimate.

The Republican Party is now cringing,
crying in their beer, scrambling to find a
reasonable candidate worthy of the office
the President, but I place the blame
squarely on the Republican Party itself.

They are the ones who allowed all the
hateful rhetoric to go unchallenged, from
claims that Obama is not a U.S. citizen to
worse. They are the ones who let their
Tea Party radical right take over the party
by not calling them out on their ridicu-
lous rhetoric from the beginning.

Now they have a spoiled child that
they never restrained from the beginning
– a party unhinged because of the neglect
of their leaders to call these people out
and vilify them.

You reap what you sow, and the Re-
publican Party looks disgraceful because
of their lack of commitment to decency.
It is their own fault. But now the country
is suffering for it.

Karen Egert
Springfield

Let Obama Nominate
Scalia Replacement

First as a Republican, I am disgusted
that the head of the party has not chas-
tised members for speaking for “The
Party” in blatantly childish, self centered
and dangerous ways detrimental to party
unity and the good of the Union. 

Second, let President Obama nominate a
justice as all sitting presidents have done
and do your duty to appoint or not appoint. 

Don’t act like kids and say you wont
appoint till after he’s out of office. 

The separation of powers needs a Su-
preme Court fully manned to protect our
democracy and so does every voting citi-
zen in this country. 

The appointment process must proceed
and like Presidents of the past. A compro-
mise nomination might have to be made to
get the nomination through, but don’t try
to coerce our sitting president. 

I know personally how abuse of politi-
cal power can get having had a relative
deeply involved in the “Blacklist” era.

Keep this up and we’ll have a one-
party system and we all know how well
that works!  Learn how to “compromise”
or the past will haunt the Republican
Party again.

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

Does Success of Trump and Sanders
Signal the End of Two-Party System?

With Donald Trump running away with the Repub-
lican nomination for president and the popularity of
independent Democrat Bernie Sanders, especially
among younger voters, is the two-party system dead in
this country? Voters, especially on the GOP side, seem
to be sending a statement that they do not want the
Washington, D.C. establishment picking Presidential
candidates following the losses of John McCain and
Mitt Romney in the last two presidential campaigns.

With 15 Republican candidates at the beginning of
the 2016 campaign, polls showed the electorate liked
outsider candidates – Mr. Trump, Dr. Ben Carson and
Carly Fiorina – as opposed to established types such as
Jeb Bush and Ohio Governor John Kasich. What is also
strange is that during this election cycle the GOP
establishment seem to be backing Senator Marco Rubio
of Florida, even though he was supported by the Tea
Party when he ran for the Senate in 2010 against
Florida Governor Charlie Crist. And now 2012 GOP
nominee Mitt Romney has joined in on the attacks
against Mr. Trump in an effort to stop him from
reaching the required number of 1,237 delegates to
secure the nomination. Mr. Trump lead with 384 del-
egates to Sen. Cruz’s 300, Sen. Rubio’s 151 and Gov.
Kasich’s 37 as of March 7th.

But what would happen if convention delegates pick

someone other than Trump if he is the big winner after
the primary season? Would voters revolt? Would Trump
run as a third-party candidate?

On the Democrat side, it seems Hillary Clinton has
all but won her party’s nomination with 1,034 of the
2,383 delegates she needs. But that does not take way
from Sen. Sanders who has tremendous support among
young people for his socialistic views. But, unlike the
GOP, the Democrat establishment, with their
superdelegate system, have all but given the nomina-
tion to Mrs. Clinton. What happens if she is indicted for
having classified documents on her personal server?
Would the party turn to Sen. Sanders? Can anyone say
Joe Biden?

Ignoring the popularity of Mr. Trump and Sen.
Sanders could be extremely damaging for both parties.
Are the days of the political conventions as well as the
Electoral College over?

Why not have multiple candidates who actually have
a shot at the White House – not just two. This would
also be good in New Jersey’s gubernatorial elections to
give voters more of a choice.

If the two-party system is to survive, both parties will
need to open their doors to attract more candidates who
are independent thinkers. Right now, “none of the
above” seems to be a popular choice in both parties.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Trichogenous – Producing hair
2. Loke – Private road or lane
3. Paludism – Malaria
4. Polder – Lowland reclaimed from a

lake or sea by means of high embank-
ments

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RUBIGINOSE
1. Rust-colored
2. Resembling German measles
3. Having a large, but flat nose
4. Resembling a honeycomb

THRENODY
1. A poem or stanza having eight lines

and two rhymes
2. A song of lamentation; a dirge
3. Government by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
4. Characterized by three knots or nodes

COZEN
1. The hip or hip joint
2. A person who steers a boat
3. Mentally ill; insane
4. To cheat or defraud

POLLAN
1. A white fish found in some lakes in

Ireland
2. A hornless animal, as a goat, deer,

ox, etc.
3. Any body of persons having an

organized system of government
4. Hay fever

More letters on pages 5, 19

Opinions
Matter
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Long before Donald Trump entered
the presidential primary contest, Re-
publican conservatives and moderates
had more than enough to fear from
each other. The rise of the Tea Party as
an insurgent political force meant that
the 2016 nomination race would also
be a holy war for the national soul of
the Republican Party. Trump’s aston-
ishing and unexpected popularity has
now made it a three-way ideological
fight, and a war it certainly has be-
come as record numbers of Republi-
cans having been going to the primary
polls.

The consequences of a Trump vic-
tory in the general election, in my
opinion, have the potential to be cata-
strophic for the Republican Party, the
presidency and the nation. Donald
Trump is a media demagogue with a
major in bombast and a minor in emo-
tional instability. As a presidential
hopeful, Trump is clearly out of his
depth on policy and world affairs, and
some of his more repugnant positions
such as killing the families of terror-
ists are almost unspeakable. He has
publicly mocked women and the dis-
abled, and his worst performances at
political rallies and televised debates
leave little room for doubt that the man
is unhinged.

Trump is also fanning the flames of
racism and nativism in very bold, dis-
turbing and dangerous ways. When
Chris Christie berated Donald Trump
last September for not discouraging or
denouncing hateful anti-Muslim rheto-
ric from public participants at a Trump
town hall meeting, he also finalized
my decision to make a financial con-
tribution to his presidential campaign.
I had supported Christie twice before
for governor; however, this time I in-
creased my donation and hoped other
anti-Trump Republicans were explor-
ing ways to become more supportive
of the candidates their choice too.
Clearly, if Trump’s candidacy of big-
otry, crudity and ignorance was going
to be defeated, much more help would
be needed.

Christie did put up a good campaign
fight against increasingly difficult
odds, and despite his lack of success
those who invested time, money or
passion in his cause got his best efforts
in return. Little did we know or expect
that he was saving his worst for last.

Chris Christie understands the stakes
in this Republican race as well as any-
one, and his ill (or well) timed en-
dorsement of Trump last week just

Racial ‘Distortionism’ Challenged
In Recent Letter to the Editor

Garwood Councilwoman Outlines
‘Hidi’ Case, Calls for Board Denial

We Need a Government That Works
Together for the Common Good

Et Tu, Christie?
As Ides of March Approach

By Sal Caruana
Former Westfield Councilman

before Super Tuesday was an appall-
ing betrayal of his campaign support-
ers who, in large measure, loathe
Donald. Not to mention thousands of
his constituents and fellow New Jer-
sey Republicans who feel the same
way too.

Did Governor Christie give even a
passing thought to how he may be
debasing himself and the elected trust
of the people of New Jersey by becom-
ing the new champion for Donald
Trump’s values? Or was his self-inter-
est too overpowering? Christie’s tim-
ing unmasked his selfish intent as his
endorsement came at one of the few
remaining strategic moments in this
race; a moment when it could be traded
for something else of value, most likely
a cabinet post which will rescue
Christie from the political oblivion
which otherwise awaits him when his
term expires.

Could there also have been some of
the trademark Christie emotion in his
endorsement decision, and personal
scores to settle too? Maybe with Marco
Rubio who derailed his campaign in
New Hampshire? Or perhaps with the
Republican leadership and their super
PAC wallets for abandoning him in
favor of Jeb Bush once Bridgegate
became problematic?

In the days and campaign stops
which followed the endorsement,
Trump led Christie around like a show
poodle in the ring at Westminster.
Worse yet was that long and tortured
expression on Christie’s face on Super
Tuesday evening as Trump ranted on,
an expression and body language which
revealed either a very serious case
buyer’s remorse or Christie’s sudden
self-realization that has now trapped
himself inside a Fellini movie.

Well Governor, it was your choice
to get on the Crazy Train. Should the
plan-in-motion to steal the nomina-
tion away from Trump at the conven-
tion fail, my choice will be to follow
the advice of Republican strategist
Peter Wehner and a course he “once
thought unimaginable — refusing to
support the Republican nominee in
order to save my party, and to save
my country.” For Republicans like
Wehner who cannot bring himself to
vote for Hillary Clinton, if there is
no responsible third-party alterna-
tive he says he will simply not cast a
vote. It’s too bad blank ballots are
not counted in American elections,
because in 2016 their message would
be indisputable.

I felt the need to reread Mr. Felice’s
letter to the editor, published in the
March 3 edition of The Westfield Leader,
a few times to make sure that it was
meant to be a serious commentary.
Unfortunately it was.

I can only state that, based on my own
experience, Mr. Felice must not get out
much or, if he does, must not keep his
eyes and ears open to what happens
around him. Even if he dismisses every-
thing that he sees on television except
what’s on FOX News or hears on radio
except for the right-wing talk shows he
must have heard what is said between
people around him (maybe friends or
even some family members), mostly in
quiet tones, that still demonstrate the
racist attitudes of many Americans.

Yes there are laws that are meant to
prevent discrimination in hiring, for
instance, but too many employers find
easy ways to get around those laws to
ensure that the people they hire are the
right type of people, “if you know what
I mean.”

And if he thinks that a young black
man in many parts of the U.S. gets the
same treatment from authorities that he

or I would get and doesn’t feel the affects
of  ”national black racism” then he needs
to think again or possibly speak with
some young black men himself.

While I’m sure that there may be
some unfortunate incidents involving
people of color and authorities that are
claimed to be racially based but are not
I’m also sure that their number pales in
comparison to the number of real inci-
dents of racism.

Furthermore, after being kept down
for hundreds of years and not allowed
to share in the opportunities or the
hopes and dreams of white Americans
it seems more than fair for there to be
some special treatment (affirmative ac-
tion) to at least try to help African-
Americans improve their life through
education and employment that they’ve
been denied to share in for such a very
long time.

Please keep your mind and heart open
to what still happens all too often even
in this day and age in America. Racism
is a national poison which needs to be
confronted.

Bob Chironna
Westfield

Disappointed: that is exactly how I
felt when I read your Editorial: Senate
Vote on Justice Should Wait Until After
Election. You should be encouraging a
government that works together for the
common good of the people—not en-
couraging the continuance of the un-
precedented Republican obstructionism
that has been going on in our govern-
ment.

We have a government of differing
ideas—and always have—and should
expect, and encourage, both parties to
work things out to come to an agreement.
We do not expect our government to slam
the door before discussions have even
begun. No matter what party you support,
you should not be encouraging this.

The fact of the matter is: one-third of
U.S. presidents have appointed Supreme
Court justices in an election year. One-
third! Why now is this suddenly not an
option for our President? Why now is
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell saying (when barely Su-
preme Court Justice Antonin Scalia’s
body was cold) that he refused to even
call a vote on a new appointee?

President Obama has tried to sit down
with McConnell, but the response was
cold and unforgiving. And, given his
track record, I’m sure President Obama
would be willing to work with them to
come up with a moderate appointee
who could be voted upon.

We all know the reason Mitch
McConnell is stomping his feet on the
ground (like a child, I might add): poli-

tics at its absolute and utter worst. It’s
this politics that is causing a horrific rift
in the Republican Party. People across
America are disgusted and rightly so.

President Obama was voted into of-
fice by the people — and last I checked,
he is not a “lame duck” until the next
president is voted into office. Since
when did being a “lame duck” start
almost an entire year before a new
president takes the Oath of Office?

What’s more: if this is the stance of
McConnell (and your Editorial Board),
then wouldn’t it make sense for all
elected officials to become “lame ducks”
in their election year, rendering them
unable to make decisions or vote on
anything? After all, if the “people” have
to decide (as Mitch McConnell has
said), then wouldn’t it make sense that
Representatives, Senators, and even our
own Mayor shouldn’t be able to get
involved in the government for an en-
tire year before the next election?

This, of course, makes no sense (as it
makes no sense to hold off on voting —
or even holding a hearing for — a new
Supreme Court justice) and would cre-
ate a backlog in government that would
prevent us from moving forward. Ditto
for a deadlocked Supreme Court.

Stop blindly supporting the bad deci-
sions of the obstructionist Republicans in
the Senate and start encouraging both
parties to come together. This is the way
to improve the way our government works.

Valerie Latona
Westfield

Four Garwood residents have been
trying to protect the neighborhood via
the court system for two years. The
judge ruled (in the residents’ favor) two
times based on procedural issues.

The developer is again attempting to
undo the court and Master Plan on
Wednesday, March 23 at 7:30 p.m. at
Borough Hall in Garwood. If not
stopped, this will affect Garwood and
the surrounding towns of Cranford and
Westfield as well.

For 20 years the Hidi family and
executors of their estate have been try-
ing to sell (and develop) this property,
and for 20 years have been denied (sub-
division and use variances) by the plan-
ning board; rightly so I might add.

Everything had been presented from
single-family homes to townhouses. The
family had incurred upward of almost
$700,000 for legal fees and presented
every study known to man.

About 10 years ago there was an
application by another developer for 16
townhomes.  The developer then sued
the town. As determined in court: “The
town prevailed in that lawsuit, as the
stated reason for them denying that
applicant was, this is a single-family
residential zone and townhomes did
not belong there.”

In 2011, the Hidi family estate, again
sought relief to build anything allowed.
The planning board told them that three
single-family homes might be suitable
for that property. Hidi then came to the
planning board with a site plan for a
three single-family subdivision. It was
conceptually approved contingent on
the formal submission of the final plan.
She sold her property in 2012 noting it
was preliminarily subdivided for three
homes.

In 2014, the developer applied to
build nine attached townhomes. At that
time, I asked multiple times: “What
happened to the three homes that were
approved?” Other people asked the
same question. It was never answered.
Since then, the developer lost in court
to the residents. Now the developer is
coming back again with the nine
townhomes proposal. This application
seeks multiple bulk variances includ-
ing a use variance. A use variance is
the hardest variance for a town to ap-
prove, as you must prove undue hard-
ship in seeking this relief and proving
that you cannot build what the zoning
permits.

But in one night in 2014, the plan-
ning board approved all six variances.
Even going so far as to extend the
meeting to allow this to be voted on in
one night. As is also customary, and
done in every other application, the
town’s engineer is supposed to submit a
review letter, of which he submitted
nothing.

One of the planning board members
gave a “yes” vote because they liked the

material the builder was using. This is
certainly not the proper use variance
vote as material being used is irrel-
evant. Another planning board member
stated that they were not aware of the
history of this property.

Going forward, this will set prece-
dence over the rest of the neighbor-
hood if approved. This is not North
and South Avenue. It is Fourth Av-
enue, a single-family residential zone.
There are more parcels of property
along that part of Fourth Ave. that also
have deep lots. What is to stop more
homeowners from combining their
property, selling to another developer
and putting more townhomes in this
neighborhood?

It is the responsibility of the planning
board to see that applicants conform to
the town zoning and master plan in seek-
ing variances unless there are special
conditions beneficial for the borough –
not for them to vote to change them for
one applicant. The board should be
consistent in their approvals so one
does not feel unfair advantage is given
for one, when so many have previously
been turned down.

Three single-family homes were ap-
proved already, would fit in with the
neighborhood and adhere with the zon-
ing and master plan. Townhomes were
not approved many times all those years
ago and should not be approved for this
application either.

Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro
Garwood Councilwoman
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Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
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back. This avoids possible problems
with e-mail.
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WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND?...Oz Pearlman, a mentalist who became a finalist
on the television program “America’s Got Talent,” entertains a sold-out crowd
at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains on February 27. The synagogue’s
annual fundraiser, “An Evening of Mentalism,” featured cocktails and dinner, a
live and silent auction, and an interactive performance by Mr. Pearlman.
Pictured, Mr. Pearlman amazes the crowd as he reads the minds of volunteers
Gary Gottdiener, Alex Skibinsky, Joanne Schwartz and Marian Strug.

Wednesday Morning Club
Sets Calendar of Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club members invite ma-
ture women living in Union County
to join their group. The club’s pro-
grams and activities are varied and
designed to appeal to a wide range of
interests.

The group will visit the Oswald J.
Nitschke House, located at 3 S. 24th
Street, Kenilworth, on Tuesday,
March 15. Participants will meet at
the house at 10 a.m. Built circa 1880,
this clapboard wood frame farmhouse
was added to the National Register of
Historic Places on January 17, 2008.
Eileen Williams will give attendees a
tour and a talk about the history of the
house.

On Wednesday, March 16, the group
will hold its Philanthropic Luncheon
at Il Giardino’s Restaurant, located at
103 Miln Street, Cranford, at 1 p.m.
Linda Halasz will present a program
for spring entitled “Majestic Mon-
archs.” Ms. Halasz will share her ex-
periences traveling to Mexico to ob-
serve the over wintering sites of the
monarch butterfly as well as informa-
tion about butterfly gardening and con-

serving habitat for butterflies.
The club’s Literature group will

meet on Monday, March 28, at the
home of Sue Driscoll, located at 311
Old Tote Road, Mountainside, at 1
p.m. Participants will discuss two
books, “La’s Orchestra Saves the
World” by Alexander McCall Smith
and “The Light Between Oceans” by
M.L. Stedman.

The club’s next monthly business
meeting will be on Wednesday, April
6, featuring a program presented by
Paula Rovinsky entitled “Stress Man-
agement.” Ms. Rovinsky is associ-
ated with the Community Outreach
Program of Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in Rahway. The
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford. Co-
Presidents Dot Conheeney and Bar-
bara Jackson will conduct the meet-
ing. All are welcome.

To learn more about the Wednes-
day Morning Club or to attend a
meeting, call Dot Conheeney at (908)
233-2145 or Barbara Jackson at (908)
233-6541.

JCC Univ. Lecture Series
To Commence on Tuesday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Sev-
enth Annual University Lecture Se-
ries at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey will be
held Tuesday, March 15, through
Monday, April 18.

The audience will meet authors
and experts who will speak about
their books, their experiences and
their research. This year’s series will
address a variety of topics including
the current Presidential campaign and
a 1996 bus bombing in Israel that hit
home in New Jersey. Additionally,
actor Alan Alda’s wife, Arlene, will
be among the speakers.

The first lecture, on March 15 at
7:30 p.m., will feature journalist Mike
Kelly, who recently wrote “The Bus
on Jaffa Road: A Story of Middle East
Terrorism and the Search for Justice,”
which is about two New Jersey teen-
agers killed in 1996 in a Jerusalem bus
bombing and the case that followed.

On Thursday, March 31, at 7:30
p.m., Roger Cohen, award-winning
New York Times columnist and former
foreign correspondent, will turn a com-
passionate yet discerning eye on the
legacy of his own family in order to
understand more profoundly the na-
ture of the modern Jewish experience.

The JCC will welcome Arlene Alda
for a brunch on Sunday, April 3, at
10:30 a.m. Mrs. Alda, an award-win-

ning photographer and author of 19
books, will discuss her latest book,
“Just Kids From the Bronx: Telling It
the Way It Was: An Oral History.”

On Wednesday, April 6, at 7:30
p.m., Princeton Professor and weekly
CNN columnist Julian Zelizer will
speak about the 2016 Presidential elec-
tion. Mr. Zelizer will put this election
in historical perspective and talk about
some of the larger issues and forces
that are shaping the campaign, the
candidates and the electorate.

Finally, on Monday, April 18, at 7:30
p.m., Dan Ephron, author of “Killing A
King: The Assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin and the Remaking of Israel,”
will discuss the assassination of Rabin
by Orthodox Jew Yigal Amir and the
years leading up to the assassination.

The University Lecture Series is
open to the community. For a full
description of all programs and ticket
pricing and purchase, visit jccnj.org.
Series tickets and sponsorships are
available.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial as-
sistance is available for membership
and various programs.

CONGRATULATIONS...Newly-minted Eagle Scouts from Boy Scout Troop 75,
pictured from left to right, William Pritchett, Andrew Ramirez and Christian
Wurzburger, were recently recognized by the Cranford Township Committee.

Boy Scout Troop 75 Trio
Earns Eagle Scout Rank

CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dents Andrew Ramirez, William
Pritchett and Christian Wurzburger,
all members of Boy Scout Troop 75,
have achieved Eagle status — the
highest rank attainable in the Boy
Scouting program. They were hon-
ored for this milestone at a recent
meeting of the Cranford Township
Committee.

Eagle Scout requirements include
earning at least 21 merit badges and
demonstrating ideals of service and
leadership, including organizing and
leading an extensive service project.
Fewer than 5 percent of Boy Scouts
nationwide attain this rank.

Andrew, son of Ellen and Pedro
Ramirez, is a freshman at Loyola
University in Baltimore, Md. His
Eagle Scout community service
project involved refurbishing the
landscaping at The Jumble Store, a
Cranford thrift shop run by the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, an
area non-profit organization that
serves families in crisis. The project
included fundraising, organizing sup-
plies and materials, and directing
volunteers.

During his Scouting career, An-
drew attended National Youth Lead-
ership Training, completed a back-
packing trek at Philmont Scout Ranch
in New Mexico, and attended the
Florida Sea Base sailing expedition,
among other achievements. Andrew
is the second son in his family to
achieve this rank. His brother, Patrick,
also is an Eagle.

William, son of Sara Thode and
Dale Pritchett, is a student at Syra-
cuse University in Syracuse, N.Y.
His Eagle Scout initiative addressed
the issue of homelessness. He col-
laborated with the Street Light Mis-
sion in Elizabeth on a multi-pronged
project. First he coordinated a coat
drive that amassed more than 800
coats, and then led a distribution event
for families. He also planned and

held a school assembly — attended
by more than 900 students — to raise
awareness among his peers about
homelessness in Union County. Fi-
nally, William built storage units for
the Street Light Mission, intended
for use in future projects.

During his Scouting career, Will-
iam served in various leadership po-
sitions within Troop 75, attended the
first National Boy Scout Jamboree at
the Summit-Bechtel facility in West
Virginia, and went on a backpacking
and canoeing trek at Sabattis Adven-
ture Camp in the Adirondacks. He
also attended National Youth Leader-
ship Training. William joins his
brother, John, as a third-generation
Eagle Scout.

Christian, son of Diane and Peter
Wurzburger, is a student at the Uni-
versity of Vermont in Burlington,
where he is studying environmental
science. His project provided emer-
gency preparedness instructions to
Cranford residents and businesses.
He also planned and coordinated two
community educational sessions that
included the preparation of first aid
and emergency supply kits.

Over the course of his Scouting
career, Christian served in various
troop roles, attended National Youth
Leadership Training, completed two
backpacking treks to Philmont Scout
Ranch, and attended the Sea Base
sailing expedition in Florida. He is
the 133rd Eagle Scout from Troop
75.

“These young men exemplify the
promise of Scouting. Their focus and
discipline in achieving the Eagle
Scout rank speaks of their character,
good citizenship and prowess as
young men,” said Scoutmaster Paul
Martin.

Troop 75 is a member of Patriots’
Path Council and is associated with
the Cranford United Methodist
Church. For more information, visit
mytroop75.org.

ProvidentNJ.com
800.448.PROV

WE STILL OFFER THEM. BECAUSE YOU STILL USE THEM.

Visit your local branch to open an account today.
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

908-482-8855

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

Mountainside Library Lists
Multiple Upcoming Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
scheduled various programs for
later this month. Located at 1 Con-
stitution Plaza, the library will be
closed on March 25 in observance
of Good Friday.

“Guided Meditation for Inner
Peace” will be offered on Thurs-
day, March 17, at 7:30 p.m. Each
month Sally Younghans leads an
exploration of the most talked
about evidence-based meditation
techniques for inner peace, overall
well-being and stress reduction.

This month’s topic will explore
intentions and affirmations.

The second annual “NJ Makers
Day” will take place Saturday,
March 19, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at
the library. “NJ Makers Day” is a
statewide event that celebrates, pro-
motes, and, in many cases, may
introduce maker culture, as well as
the values associated with making,
tinkering and STEM-based learn-
ing, to the public. Community mem-
bers of all ages are invited to come
to the library for a day filled with
activities focusing on maker cul-
ture. There also will be demonstra-
tions of the library’s new 3D printer.

“Physical Fitness” will be fea-
tured on Thursday, March 24, at 7
p.m. Susan Rele of AmeriCare
Physical Therapy in Mountainside
will discuss overall fitness in a
one-hour interactive lecture.

In addition to the March programs,
“Jewelry Accessories Boutique” will
be held on Friday and Saturday, April
1 and 2. The Friends of the
Mountainside Library will sell gen-
tly-used handbags, jewelry and other
accessories to benefit the library.

To register for these programs,
visit the library or call (908) 233-
0115.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Westfield Rotary to Host
Breakfast, Bands Concert

WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
Foundation, the fund-raising partner
of the Rotary Club of Westfield, which
each March since 1967 has hosted a
pancake breakfast to help fund its
extensive college scholarships and
community grants programs, has an-
nounced a change in format. To be
held Saturday, March 19, in the
Westfield High School cafeteria, from
8 a.m. to noon, this year’s theme will
be “Breakfast with the Bands.”

According to Marta Alexandre, the
club’s president-elect, who is chair-
ing the breakfast, band ensembles
from Westfield’s intermediate schools
and the high school will perform ex-
clusively during a catered breakfast
served by Rotarians with the assis-
tance of the Interact Club and Wilson
Elementary School Cub Scout Pack
No. 171. A selection of baked goods
prepared by Rotarians also will be
available for sale.

In conjunction with the motto “Ser-
vice Above Self,” Rotarians have been
involved in community service since
the club’s charter was granted by
Rotary International in 1921. To date,
a total of $2.4 million has been
awarded to Westfield High School
graduates for their college educa-
tions. Hundreds of thousands have
been awarded to local non-profit
agencies. The club also actively raises
funds for the abatement of hunger
among the town’s school children at
risk through its Back Pack Program.

Chris Vitale, director of bands for
the high school, remarked, “Not only
is ‘Breakfast with the Bands’ a great
morning for the intermediate- and
high-school music programs, but the
students have the satisfaction of know-
ing their performances raise funds that
go directly to benefit the community.
In the past, the Rotary Club has
awarded grants to support music in
our schools, and most recently awarded
a grant in support of Westfield’s Na-
tional Championship Marching Band.”

Participating ensembles will in-
clude the Edison Intermediate School
Chamber Orchestra; Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School Jazz Groups; the high
school’s 3 O’clock and 6 O’clock
Stage Bands; the high school Jazz
Ensemble, and Edison’s Jazz Band.

Tickets are $10 prior to the event
and are available from members of
the Rotary Club, the Interact Club
and at the door on March 19. For
further information, call Mrs.
Alexandre at (908) 889-6390.Purim Activities to Feature

Readings, Ventriloquist
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Torah Center, located at 111
Laurel Place, Westfield, will host a
family Purim Bash on Thursday,
March 24. There will be a Megillah
reading at 5 p.m., followed by a mas-
querade contest. All children dressed
in costume will receive a prize, and a
gift certificate to Toys “R” Us will be
awarded for the best costume. A Purim
dinner will be served at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Jonathon Geffner and his
Purim “Megillah Mishegoss!” ven-
triloquist comedy show.

Mr. Geffner and his puppet part-
ners have appeared on nationally-
seen television programs and in sev-
eral anti-drug public service an-
nouncements. Fluent in Yiddish and
fairly fluent in Hebrew, he performs
special shows for Jewish holidays as
well as non-Jewish events. There is a
fee of $5 per person. Sponsorships
are available for $180. Reservations
are preferred but not required and
may be made at torahcenter.org.

On Wednesday, March 23, at 8
p.m., there will be a Megillah reading
followed by Hamantashen and re-
freshments, open to the public free of
charge.

The Torah Center will hold another
Megillah reading on March 24, at
7:45 a.m., as it is a Mitzvah to hear it
being read on Purim day as well.

The Megillah relates the Purim
story in which Queen Esther was
instrumental in the deliverance of the

Jewish people from the threat of an-
nihilation at the hands of Haman and
the inhabitants of the Persian Empire
23 centuries ago.

All of these programs are open to
the public and everyone is welcome.
For more information, call the Torah
Center at (908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org, or register
online at torahcenter.org.

The Torah Center will present a Purim
Story and Crafts Hour on Sunday,
March 20, from 1 to 2 p.m., at Barnes
& Noble, located at 1180 Raritan Road,
Clark. Children will listen to a story,
learn about the holidays and do a re-
lated arts and crafts project. Popular
holiday songs also will be taught. There
is no fee for this program.

“This will give a chance for chil-
dren who are not yet in Hebrew
schools to learn about the upcoming
important holidays in a fun and enter-
taining way,” said Rabbi Levi Block
of the Torah Center. Reservations are
preferred but not required by Thurs-
day, March 17. For more information
or to respond, call (908) 789-5252, e-
mail info@torahcenter.org or regis-
ter online at torahcenter.org.

Talks Real EstateDAVID
Presented by 

David Barbosa, Broker/Owner

David Realty Group

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 

www.davidrealtygroup.com 
&  

     Since a property’s appraised value is a factor in 

its purchase, it is important to know that number. We 

have access to the information used when determin-

ing the appraised value of property in your commu-

nity. Should you be considering the sale of your home, 

provide you with a free market analysis of your prop-

erty, and discuss an individualized marketing plan with 

you.

-

ence over the “market value” of a property because a 

property is only worth what a buyer is willing to pay.

     When determining the asking price of their homes, one 

of the factors that sellers should take into careful consid-

eration is the property’s “appraised value.”  Conducted 

-

praisal will be required if the eventual buyer intends to 

own appraisal will give a seller an accurate idea of the 

from foundation to attic and note its features, including 

quality of construction and amenities. Then, he or she will 

perform a market analysis that will compare the property 

to others that have sold recently in the area.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

 

Come and see Westfield money manager and author

Simon Lack, CFA

Discuss his new book

He’ll tell you how hidden fees are often buried in investment 

products, why complexity confuses, and how to manage your 

financial relationships to get what you want.Westfield Library, 

Wednesday March 23rd, 7pm

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Easter Customs Sunday

WESTFIELD — “Easter Customs
and Traditions” will be featured this
Sunday, March 13, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
at the Miller-Cory House Museum.
Visitors will learn why rabbits and
lambs are associated with Easter, the
significance of the lily, whether one
can really stir-fry marshmallow
Peeps, and the answers to other ques-
tions as well. The museum is located
at 614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Sunday’s presentation will include
an overview of Easter symbols and
traditions, a fun look at Easter sweets,
a spring cookie-decorating craft for
children and Easter story-telling.
Members of the cooking committee

will demonstrate the skills used in
18th-century open-hearth cooking,
using authentic recipes and seasonal
foods. The gift shop, which carries a
variety of colonial toys, crafts, books
and educational materials, will be
open. Admission is $4 for ages 13
and older; $3 for ages 3 to 12, and
free for those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday events on the
museum’s spring schedule include
“An Old-Fashioned Doll Social” on
April 10 and the annual “Sheep to
Shawl Festival” on April 24.

The Miller-Cory House Museum,
built in 1740, is listed on both the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. The museum
is available for school, Scout, or other
group tours on weekdays during the
morning or after school. Other pro-
grams include a showcase of 18th-
century skills during which volun-
teers demonstrate colonial-era crafts
and discuss 18th-century life in New
Jersey for interested groups, includ-
ing on-site at local schools. For more
information, call (908) 232-1776 or e-
mail millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details on all programs also are posted
on the museum’s Facebook page. The
museum website is
millercoryhouse.org.

DAR SALUTES PRESIDENTS…Regent Mary Leonard, left, and Historian
Barbara Krause, of the Crane’s Ford Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR), are pictured with the exhibit they prepared honoring Presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln, and which was showcased at the Cranford
Public Library during the month of February. The exhibit, which included
literary publications, documents and copies of art work, fulfills one of the
obligations of the National DAR to preserve American history.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Celebrate St. Pat’s
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trin-

ity Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, March 14, at 1:30 p.m., in
the parish center. The parish center
is adjacent to the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church, located at 315
First Street, Westfield.

The club will celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day with dancers from
Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
courtesy of Sister Maureen Fichner,
S.S.J., and Gretchen Byrne. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Members of the club are welcome
to bring family members and friends
as guests, and are asked to bring dona-
tions for the Westfield Food Pantry.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers
To Meet In Westfield
WESTFIELD — Jewish Family

Service (JFS) of Central New Jersey,
a non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host an Alzheimer’s/
Dementia Caregiver Support Group
on Friday, March 18, at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue. It will take
place from 10 a.m. to noon.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this group is run in accordance with
the Alzheimer’s Association of New
Jersey guidelines. Participants are
welcome to join the group at any time.

In addition to the support group,
JFS offers a specialized Alzheimer’s
and Dementia Family Care Program
that is funded by grants from the
Westfield Foundation, Merck Inc.,
and Wells Fargo Foundations.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or if seeking more
information about JFS’ new program
for Alzheimer’s and Dementia Dis-
orders, contact Marilucy Lopes, a
Licensed Clinical Social Worker and
group facilitator, at (908) 352-8375
or mlopes@jfscentralnj.org.

Thrift Shop to Hold
Housewares Sale

FANWOOD — The thrift shop at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
will hold a big sale of housewares,
including collectables, fabric, craft
items, books, pictures and frames, on
Wednesday, March 16.

Operated by volunteers, the thrift
shop is located at the rear of the church
complex on McDermott Place and is
open Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. All proceeds from the sale of
gently-used clothing and household
items are returned to the community
through non-profit groups.

Donations are welcome on
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The thrift shop cannot accept dona-
tions of electronics or toys. For fur-
ther information and directions, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891
or e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org.

Panel Discussion
To Focus on Race

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King Association of Westfield,
now in its 30th year, will sponsor the
first of a series of discussions next
month with the goal of fostering greater
understanding within the community.

A “Community Discussion on
Race” will take place on Monday,
April 4, at 7:30 p.m., in the Westfield
High School auditorium, located at
550 Dorian Road. A panel of repre-
sentative community leaders and mem-
bers will address questions about race
relations as they impact the town. The
Reverend William E. Lawson and Dr.
Claudia Cohen will be the modera-
tors, and there will be an opportunity
for questions from the public.

For more information on this event,
contact Elisa Sananman at
elisa6tadpoles@comcast.net.

Junior Women Reveal
Breakfast With Bunny
CRANFORD — The Cranford Jun-

ior Woman’s Club will sponsor
“Breakfast With the Bunny” on Satur-
day, March 19. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Families will have an opportunity
to have breakfast with the Easter
Bunny. There will be bagels, dough-
nuts and muffins for everyone. Chil-
dren will be able to color Easter pic-
tures, make a simple craft, and get
their picture taken with the guest of
honor — the Easter Bunny. Attendees
are asked to bring their own cameras.

There will be two seating times for
breakfast, at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

Tickets may be purchased for $6
each at the Cranford Public Library,
located at 224 Walnut Avenue, or at
Periwinkles Fine Gifts, located at 17
North Union Avenue, Cranford, or
online for $7 each at cranfordjwc.com.
Seating is limited, so early ticket pur-
chase is encouraged.

This event is a fundraiser for the
Cranford Junior Woman’s Club’s
Scholarship Fund and general phil-
anthropic endeavors.



Page 8  Thursday, March 10, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –
Robert John Bauer, 97, Was

Entrepreneur and Philanthropist

Robert J. Bauer

Robert John Bauer, 97, passed away
on Sunday, February 7, 2016, in
Ocoee, Fla.

Robert was born November 18,
1918 into a prominent Linden family,
the fourth child and last surviving
child of George Wolf Bauer and Ada
Winans Bauer, just one week after the
conclusion of World War
I. Along with his sib-
lings – Raymond Bauer,
Grant Bauer, Dorothy
Bauer Fedor and Janet
Bauer Boak – he at-
tended both the Dutch
Reformed Church and
the Methodist Church in
Linden, where he forged
the morality and strong
bonds to family and
community that would
distinguish his life.

Robert graduated
from Linden High
School and joined his
sister, Dorothy, at Cornell Univer-
sity, where he pursued the new field
of electrical engineering and met Vir-
ginia Poole, who was to become his
lifelong partner. Robert graduated in
1940 and went to work for Western
Electric in Kearny, N.J.

Robert’s plans to marry Virginia were
disrupted by Pearl Harbor and the on-
set of World War II. When his leave was
shortened they were married on Christ-
mas Day of 1942. The newlywed couple
immediately embarked on a training
tour of the United States military bases,
which fostered a lifetime love of travel.
Of all his accomplishments, the 74-
plus-year duration of his marriage was
the most significant.

Their first child, George, was born
in 1945 while Robert was overseas
maintaining aircraft in the Japanese
theater. George was followed by Nancy
and Richard at five-year intervals.

When the war ended, Robert re-
turned to his job with Western Elec-
tric, but soon grew restless, and de-
cided to strike out on his own. The first
business, building modular homes, was
ahead of its time, but he quickly
bounced back in the electrical con-
tracting field, moving into the com-
mercial field and building Electrical
Installations, Inc. (EII) into one of the
leading electrical contractors in the
state of New Jersey. Robert was elected
President and then Governor of the
New Jersey Chapter of the National
Electrical Contractors Association.

Robert and Virginia settled in
Westfield in the late 1940s and stayed
for over 60 years. They joined The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
where he rose to the position of Deacon
and even provided the electrical work
for a major expansion. Despite travel-
ing the world, he would always refer to
New Jersey as “God’s Country.”

Robert diversified his business in-
terests, expanding into banking and
real estate. He joined the board of
United Counties Trust Company in
1963 and was an organizer and direc-
tor of Clark State Bank. He built,
bought and sold real estate, including
buildings that were designed for
Zerox and Dow Jones.

He always believed in people, pro-
viding seed money for countless busi-
ness ventures. That belief was tested
many times, but he always maintained
his fundamental optimistic spirit.

He founded the Jersey Tigers in
1972 and they competed in the Atlan-
tic Coast Football Conference for only
one year, but his EII left a state-of-
the-art lighting system behind them
at Williams Field in Elizabeth.

In 1982 Robert renewed a previous
interest he had in horse racing, rising

to one of the top owners
in the country at one point,
with 40 thoroughbreds.
He participated in a syn-
dicate that developed Tale
of the Cat, currently one
of the leading sires in the
world.

He delighted in his four
grandchildren, Andrew
Whitehill, Jessica Howell,
Kimberly Howell and
Dustin Howell, and in his
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d ,
Madelyn Schmitz. He al-
ways enjoyed the com-
pany of children and ani-

mals, however brief the encounter.
Moving into the 21st century, with

most of his contemporaries retiring,
Robert J. Bauer continued to take an
active part investing in the world with
real estate interests and active devel-
opment projects continuing at the pre-
mier golfing resort community of
Crystal Springs in Sussex County, N.J.
He took over as chairman of the board
of the C H Winans Company, and was
a driving force behind the creation of
Trufflehound Global Capital and Ma-
jor Car Wash. Only upon reaching his
90s did he start scaling back his busi-
ness ventures, but remained always at
the helm of RJB Associates.

He was a lifelong philanthropist,
establishing the RJB Foundation,
funding the establishment of the Rob-
ert and Virginia Bauer Branch of the
YMCA in Westfield and Bauer Hall
at Cornell. He also provided major
funding for Overlook Hospital and
every church he was associated with.
He always believed in the ability of
churches as a force for good in the
world. He was honored to join the
Westfield Hall of Fame in 2012.

A man of many passions, he loved
piloting his own airplanes, traveling
the world, playing golf, bridge, ten-
nis and boating throughout his life-
time. He won his final Super Bowl
bet this year.

He was and will always be an in-
spiration to all whose lives he touched.

He leaves behind his spouse, Vir-
ginia Bauer; his children and their
families, George and Barbara Bauer,
Nancy and Lenard Howell, Richard
and Bertie Bauer; his grandchildren,
Andrew Whitehill, Jessica Howell and
Karl Schmitz, Kimberly Howell and
Mathew Shucker, Dustin Howell and
Alexandra Frizzell; and his great-
grandchild, Madelyn Schmitz.

A Memorial Service is planned for
noon on Saturday, April 23, at the
Dutch Reformed Church in Linden,
followed by a reception at 2 p.m. at
the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield. Burial will be at the Revo-
lutionary Cemetery across from The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Donations in lieu of flowers can be
made to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, the Dutch Reformed
Church of Linden, or the charity of
your choice.
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Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin

(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of

Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Novena To St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for 3 favors, 1

business, 2 impossible. Say 9
Hail Mary’s for 9 days with
lighted candles. Pray whether
you believe or not. Publish on
the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be praised, adored and
glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no mat-
ter how impossible it seems. St.
Clare, St. Jude, St. Therese in-
fant of Prague, St. Ann and St.
Joseph, St. Peregrini, St. An-
thony, St. Lucy, St. Michael the
Archangel, pray for us, so that
each and every priest will re-
peatedly say yes to the call he
has received, remain constant in
practicing the gospel message
and be faithful forever as a com-
panion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John Paul II
N.D.

Novena To St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for 3 favors, 1

business, 2 impossible. Say 9
Hail Mary’s for 9 days with
lighted candles. Pray whether
you believe or not. Publish on
the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be praised, adored and
glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no mat-
ter how impossible it seems. St.
Clare, St. Jude, St. Therese in-
fant of Prague, St. Ann and St.
Joseph, St. Peregrini, St. An-
thony, St. Lucy, St. Michael the
Archangel, pray for us, so that
each and every priest will re-
peatedly say yes to the call he
has received, remain constant in
practicing the gospel message
and be faithful forever as a com-
panion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John Paul II
N.D.

Sandra Lee (Reilly) Stoller, 52, Loved
Family, Friends and the Jersey Shore

Sandra Lee Stoller

Sandra Lee Stoller (Reilly), 52, of
Westfield, N.J. entered into heaven
on Wednesday, March 2, 2016.

Born in Perth Amboy, N.J. and
raised in Keyport, our Jersey girl
Sandy attended high
school in Cranford and
was a graduate of
Montclair State Univer-
sity, with a degree in En-
glish Literature. She
worked for many years
in New York City in the
insurance (Home Insur-
ance Company), broker-
age (Shearson Lehman),
and legal (Cadwalader,
Wickersham & Taft,
where she met her future
husband, Lee) industries,
before staying home to
raise her family.

Sandy lived in Westfield for the past
10 years, and spent a four-month stint
in Basel, Switzerland with her family
in 2009, where she embraced the Swiss
way of life and her love of European
travel, especially to Italy and her fa-
vorite city in the world, Paris. Always
loyal to those that she loved, Sandy
was a doting mother, loving wife, car-
ing daughter, great friend and an even
greater conversationalist.

Sandy was a national champion
artistic roller skater, as was her
mother, with whom Sandy and her
family visited for many years in
Florida. Sandy was passionate about
interior decorating, fashion, real es-
tate, and spending summers for the
past 14 years at her shore homes in
Margate, N.J., where she would al-
ways walk onto the beach, even in
winter, to feel the sand between her
toes, smell that ocean air and listen
to the seagulls, recall her childhood
summers at the beach club in
Monmouth Beach, and her young
adult fun times on Long Beach Is-
land. Sandy loved her summers at
the beach, and walking along the
shore collecting beach rocks (and
doing everything else) with her
daughter, with whom she had a most
special bond.

An old soul, she always wrote
thank you cards by longhand, and
loved simple but elegant things.

Sandy was predeceased by her
parents, Lorraine and Charles Reilly,

and her stepfather, Patrick Kennoy.
Surviving are her beloved husband
of sixteen years, Lee, and their beau-
tiful daughter, Emerson; her brother,
Charlie; Uncle Jack Murphy; cousin

Mark Murphy; cousins
Charlene and Jeff
Blocker; sister-in-law and
brother-in-law, Cindy and
Doug Bushell; nephews,
Brian and Brett Bushell,
and dear family friends,
Francesca and Saverio
D’Angelo and their chil-
dren, Christina, Katherine
and Celeste, Katherine
and Graziano Favro and
their son, Tristan, Susan
and Peter Delano and their
sons, Colin and Christo-
pher, and Gina and Mark
Battaglini and their sons,

Michael and Mark, and daughter,
Alisha.

A memorial and funeral service in
celebration of her life was held on
Monday, March 7, at the Higgins &
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue, Westfield,
followed immediately by interment
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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George A. Doldouras, 90, Had Been
Research Chemist and Volunteer

George A. Doldouras of Highlands
Ranch, Colo., formerly of Fanwood,
N.J., died Friday, March 4, 2016.

Born May 21, 1925 in Kavala,
Greece, he served honorably in the
Greek National Army before immi-
grating to the United States in 1956
to study at the University of Minne-
sota. Employed as a research chemist
for 30 years at Merck in Rahway,
N.J., he retired in the 1980s.

While living in Fanwood, George
gave generously of his time, volun-
teering with the Kiwanis, CONTACT

We Care, TV-34, and the All Saints’
Episcopal Church.

He was predeceased by his sister
and brother-in-law, Anna and Nick
Stavridis. Survivors include his wife
of 56 years, Maryellen; brothers-in-
law, John Howard and Alfred Howard
(Jane); children, Phillip (Debbie) and
Anna Marshall (Sean); six grand-
children; six great-grandchildren;
numerous nephews and nieces as well
as several close friends.

Services will be private.
March 10, 2016

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

Herbert Lee Bradley, Jr., 79, Family Man;
Avid Golfer and Dedicated Volunteer

Herbert L. Bradley, Jr.

Herbert Lee Bradley, Jr. of Scotch
Plains, formerly of Westfield, passed
away on Sunday, March 6, from com-
plications due to lymphoma, sur-
rounded by his loving family. Herb
was 79.

Born on December
7, 1936 in Pensacola,
Fla. to Herbert Lee, Sr.
and Anita (née
Cunningham), Herb
grew up enjoying an ac-
tive life on the white-
sand beaches of
Florida’s Gulf coast,
swimming and playing
baseball. It was as a
young man in
Pensacola where he
took up the game of
golf, a lifelong passion.
Over the course of his life, he re-
corded three holes-in-one.

He served honorably in the U.S.
Navy.

His love for the sea and ships led
him into a career in freight shipping
which brought him first to Mobile,
Ala., and eventually north to New
York. It was while working at Chilean
Nitrate that Herb met the love of his
life, Patricia Malloy of Brooklyn, N.Y.

He is survived by his wife of nearly
50 years, Pat; Andrew Bradley and
his partner, Kitsy Blanc, of Cranford;
Ann Bradley Williams and her hus-
band, Nick, and their children, Henry
and Cecilia, of Godalming, UK; Mark
and Christine Bradley and their
daughter, Ella, of Cranford; Neal
Bradley and his partner, Meg
Hamilton, of Westfield; and Sara Bra-
dley Reimer, her husband, Phil, and
their children, Maggie and Philip,
III, of Cherry Hill; and by two broth-
ers, Patrick and Leon, and a sister,
Susan Bercaw, formerly of Westfield.
He also is survived by a number of

brothers- and sisters-in-law and doz-
ens of nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents
and stepmother, Betty Bradley, and
his brother, Roland Bradley.

Herb was a devout mem-
ber and Eucharistic Minis-
ter of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in
Westfield for over 40 years.

After a long career, Herb
spent his retirement work-
ing as an extra for several
television shows and mov-
ies, including “Law & Or-
der,” “The Sopranos” and
the film The Good Shep-
herd. When called upon, he
spent weeks and months
helping to care for his grand-
children when his children

needed him and enjoyed every minute
of it. In recent years, he worked part-
time at the Plainfield West 9, where he
was a member for more than 45 years.

He’ll be remembered as a kind and
generous man who was devoted to
his wife, children and grandchildren,
his extended family and friends. He
spent years volunteering with his wife
at the St. Joseph Social Service Cen-
ter in Elizabeth, and never hesitated
to offer his help to anyone he thought
could use it.

All are welcome to attend a funeral
mass at the Holy Trinity Church in
Westfield at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
March 10. Burial will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made to the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
which provided life-saving care to
his youngest grandson, Philip.
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Virginia Ann Harris, 94, of Westfield;
Democratic Party Committeewoman

Virginia Ann Harris, 94, a sweet,
generous soul and beloved mother,
passed away on Monday, February
29, 2016, under loving hospice care.

She is survived by her daughter,
Marianne; sons, Peter, Michael,
Stephen and Paul (wife Rose Ann);
granddaughter, Catherine, and four
grandsons, Kevin, Brian, Gregory and
Charles. She was predeceased by her
husband, Charles A. Harris.

Virginia was the second eldest of
seven daughters to Steele and Mary
Ann Hutton of Scarsdale, N.Y. She
graduated with honors from The Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, where she
was president of the Alpha Chi Omega

sorority. Virginia worked as a dress
buyer for Bonwit Teller in Manhattan
prior to meeting and marrying Charles.

Mr. and Mrs. Harris raised their
children in Westfield, N.J., where she
was an active member of the Demo-
cratic Party and had served as its
committeewoman.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations to The Alzheimer’s Foun-
dation of America, New York, N.Y.,
info@alzfn.org. There will be a me-
morial service on Saturday, April 2,
at 11 a.m., at The Catholic Church of
the Holy Trinity, 315 First Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Rotary Club of Westfield
Seeks Grant Applicants

WESTFIELD — Michael Miller,
Rotary Club of Westfield Commu-
nity Service Grants chairperson, has
announced that Rotary grant applica-
tions are now being accepted for con-
sideration. Non-profit organizations
may receive a copy of the official
application directly from the Rotary
website at westfieldrotary.com/; by
e-mail at info@westfieldrotary.com,
or by contacting Mr. Miller at (908)
518-5404.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organizations
must complete and submit the official
grant application before the Friday,
April 15 deadline. The Rotary Club, in
accordance with its goal of commu-
nity service, is most interested in pro-
viding grants for programs that di-

rectly serve people in the community.
As part of the decision process, the
Grants Committee reviews the simple,
one-page application form to receive
a clear understanding of the way in
which the funds are used. Grants will
not be awarded for capital improve-
ments or operating funds.

Rotary is a community service
organization comprised of business
and professional men and women
who live or work in the Westfield
area. The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m.
for lunch at the Westfield Area Y.
Prospective members and guests are
welcome to join the club at any of its
weekly meetings. For additional in-
formation, e-mail
info@westfieldrotary.com/ or visit
the website, westfieldrotary.com/.

John Weikart, 96
John “Jack” Weikart, 96, passed

away peacefully in the presence of
his family members on Sunday,
March 6, 2016, at Cokesbury Village,
Hockessin, Del.

There will be a Celebration of Life
at a later date to be determined.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be sent to the Cokesbury Village
Health Center Fund, Cokesbury Vil-
lage, 726 Loveville Road, Hockessin,
DE 19707.

For online condolences, visit
chandlerfuneralhome.com.
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College Women Plan
Celtic Tales Event

CRANFORD — The next meet-
ing of the College Women’s Club
of Cranford will be held on Mon-
day, March 14, at the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue.

The evening will start at 7 p.m.
with refreshments, followed by the
meeting and guest speaker David
Emerson. Mr. Emerson will retell
the colorful and ancient tales of
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and
Cornwall.

Mr. Emerson is a member of the
New Jersey Council for the Humani-
ties’ Horizon Speakers Bureau,
which provides lectures on more than
170 topics in the humanities areas.
This program is funded by the Hori-
zon Speakers Bureau of the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.

For more than 25 years, Mr.
Emerson has made his living by
being a “character.” He has worked
at living history museums and as
an independent storyteller teach-
ing history through the eyes of a
“person of the past.” He is a vet-
eran of Colonial Williamsburg,
Plymouth Plantation, Morristown
National Historic Park, and the Old
Barracks Museum. His academic
credentials include graduate study
at the College of William & Mary,
and he studied at Oxford as an
undergraduate. He is part of an
educational performance troupe
that employs storytelling, role-
play, displays and music to illus-
trate historical topics.

The College Women’s Club of
Cranford meets on the second Mon-
day of each month and the meet-
ings are open to the public.
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Pizza Palooza Sunday To
Aid Y Support Campaign

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y invites its members and the
overall community to taste their
way through the inaugural
Westfield and Garwood Pizza
Palooza this Sunday, March 13, to
benefit the Y’s Annual Support
Campaign. It will take place from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the gym at
the Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield.

Participating pizzerias include:
Benvenuti’s, Buona Pizza, Casa Di
Pizza, Dominos, Ferraro’s,
Gennaro’s, Rudy’s and Sorrento’s.
Attendees will get to pick their fa-
vorite participating Westfield and
Garwood pizzerias by tasting and
voting on one to win. Adults and
children age 4 and older will need a
ticket for this event; children age 3
and under may attend for free. Pizza
tasting and voting closes at 2 p.m.

A contribution of $10 benefits
the Y’s Annual Support Campaign
for strong kids, families and se-
niors. Through the Annual Sup-
port Campaign, no one who lives

or works in Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside or Westfield and is
experiencing a bona fide financial
hardship is turned away for the
inability to pay, whether due to
unemployment, poor health or
other circumstances. The Y pro-
vides more than $400,000 per year
in direct financial assistance pri-
marily to enable youth participa-
tion in child care, summer day
camp, sports and aquatic programs.

Participants can register online
at westfieldynj.org or at the Wel-
come Center at the Main Y Facil-
ity. For more information, contact
Sharon London at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 253, or e-mail
slondon@westfieldynj.org. STAYING IN STEP...Westfield Area Y participants of the “Delay the Disease:

Exercise to Fight Parkinson’s Symptoms” program recently enjoyed a fun and
functional “Chorus Line” exercise activity to music at the Main Y Facility in
Westfield. The Y program incorporates strength, flexibility, balance and cardio-
vascular exercises. These exercises can help soothe tremors, improve posture,
smooth steps and increase overall well-being. For more information about the
Delay the Disease program, contact Jean White at (908) 233-2700, extension no.
246, or e-mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

Networking Group to Look
At Career Reinvention

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Scotch
Plains and Mountainside Public Li-
braries’ Career Networking Group
will present “The Art of Learning
and Reinvention for Today’s Ca-
reers” on Monday, March 14, at 6:30
p.m. This program will take place at
the Mountainside Public Library, lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

The work world requires con-
tinual reinvention. Participants will
learn how to market themselves by
staying current in their learning
and understanding of what employ-
ers are asking for in today’s job
market.

Guest speaker Lisa Chenofsky
Singer will bring her coaching and
human resources expertise to this
program. Ms. Singer works with
executives, emerging leaders and

professionals struggling in their
current role and/or looking to rein-
vent themselves, individuals re-
launching after a gap and those start-
ing out needing to establish their
career strategy. She specializes in
bringing awareness to her clients,
enabling one to see alternative op-
tions for success.

Interested persons may connect
with the libraries’ Career Network-
ing Group on LinkedIn, Career Net-
working Group at SPPL. To regis-
ter, call (908) 233-0115.

Library Friends Begin
Book Sale Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library this month will host their
annual Giant Book Sale to benefit
the library. It will take place at the
library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

The sale will begin with a
children’s sale this Saturday, March
12, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., which
will continue on Sunday, March 13,
from noon to 3 p.m.

The adult book sale will begin
with a members’ only sale on
Wednesday, March 16, from 4 to 8
p.m. New members may join at the
door. The open sale will begin on
Thursday, March 17, from 9 a.m. to
8 p.m., and will continue Friday,
March 18, with a half-price sale
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A bag sale on
Saturday, March 19, will conclude
the event.

The sale will feature thousands of
used books in excellent condition
across multiple genres, as well as a
large selection of CDs and DVDs.

The Friends are a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization devoted to sup-
porting the programming and de-
velopment of the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library, and have contributed
nearly $159,000 to the library since
its inception in 1998.

Westfield Library to Begin
Foreign Film Series Monday
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library will screen three
foreign films. They will be shown on
Mondays, March 14, April 11 and
May 16, at 2 and 6:30 p.m. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

The first film, Testament of Youth,
is in English and runs 130 minutes.
It tells the story of Vera Brittain, an
upper-class girl with ideas of her
own, her brother and her brother’s
friend with whom she becomes ro-
mantically involved. When Britain
declared war on Germany in Au-
gust 1914, all of their beautiful
dreams for the future were shat-
tered, except for one.

Rust and Bone is a French film that
runs 120 minutes. Put in charge of his
young son, Alain leaves Belgium for
Antibes to live with his sister and her
husband as a family. Alain’s bond
with Stephanie, a trainer of killer
whales, grows deeper after Stephanie
suffers a horrible accident.

Running 109 minutes and in En-
glish, Jimmy’s Hall takes place in
1932 in the Irish countryside. Jimmy
Gralton is back home after 10 years
of forced exile in the United States.
Everyone is happy except the local
priest, the village squire, and the chief
of the fascists. The reason is simple:
Jimmy is a socialist activist. So when
the “intruder” reopens the village hall,
thus enabling the villagers to gather
to sing, dance, paint, study or box,
they take a dim view of the whole

thing. From that moment on they will
use every means possible to get rid of
Jimmy and his “dangerous” hall.

These films are free and open to
the public.

Westfield Library hours are 9:30
a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Thurs-
day; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website
at wmlnj.org and sign up for the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

NJ Makers Day Set
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — Commu-

nity members of all ages are invited
to the Scotch Plains Public Library
on Saturday, March 19, for the sec-
ond annual New Jersey Makers Day,
a statewide event that celebrates and
promotes maker culture, as well as
the values associated with making,
tinkering and STEAM-based (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, arts
and mathematics) learning.

The library will offer hands-on
workshops for various age groups.
These workshops include: Pipe-
cleaner Pals, Lego Robotics with the
Cranford Sylvan Learning Center,
knitting with looms, paperback
hedgehogs, and a Brush Bot race.
These activities are limited to resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
and advance registration is required.

From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., there
will be various demonstrations and
drop-in activities open to all, in-
cluding origami, popsicle-stick
harmonicas and littleBits, among
other offerings.

Registration information and
workshop details are posted on the
library’s website, scotlib.org. For
more information about New Jersey
Makers Day, visit njmakersday.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Social Worker to Speak
To Parkinson Group
WESTFIELD — Helen Hunter, a

Licensed Social Worker and a geriat-
ric social worker consultant and
trainer, will be the featured speaker at
the Westfield Parkinson Support
Group meeting on Monday, March
14, at 1:30 p.m. It will take place in
the Parish House Lounge of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Ms. Hunter’s topic will be “Taking
Care of the Caregiver – You!”

The Westfield Parkinson support
group, which meets regularly on the
second Monday of each month from
1:30 to 3 p.m., is offered free of
charge. It is open to members of
surrounding communities who have
Parkinson’s disease and/or their care
partners. Light refreshments will be
served. For more information, con-
tact the group facilitator, Barbara
Ringk, at bringk@verizon.net or
(908) 403-3129.

McDermott’s Handy
To Play In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
members of the community to cel-
ebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a tradi-
tional Irish music session featuring
McDermott’s Handy on Wednesday,
March 16, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Cranford Community Center.

Named in honor of Ed McDermott,
a renowned fiddler from Ballinamore,
County Leitrim, McDermott’s Handy
is the husband-and-wife duo of Den-
nis Gormley and Kathy DeAngelo.
Ms. DeAngelo sings, plays Irish harp,
fiddle and banjo, and adds the bodhran
and mandolin on occasion. Mr.
Gormley sings and plays guitar, flute,
tin whistle, bouzouki and mandolin.

The many venues at which the
duo has appeared include the
Cumberland County Performing
Arts Center, the New Jersey Folk
Festival, the Philadelphia Irish Mu-
sic and Dance Festival, the Watchung
Arts Center and Rutgers University.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Admission to the program
is free and all are welcome.

HIT MAKER...Zach Lipshitz of Scotch Plains was honored as Union County
Hitter of the Year for 2015 by the Union County Baseball Association at the 80th
annual Hot Stove League Baseball Dinner held February 21 at Gran Centurions
in Clark. Zach, who graduated from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last
June, now plays for Drew University. He is pictured with Drew baseball coach
Brian Hirschberg.

Scotch Plains Slates
Easter Egg Hunt

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will host the
2016 Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday,
March 19, at 11 a.m. The rain date
for this event is Sunday, March 20,
at 1 p.m.

Photos with the Easter Bunny, face
painting, a jelly-bean guess, tattoos
and other activities will be available
on Alan Augustine Village Green,
located adjacent to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at 430 Park Av-
enue. All egg hunters must be 8
years old and younger. For more
information, call the township
manager’s office at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 314.

Dinner-Dance Saturday
To Honor St. Patrick
MOUNTAINSIDE — A St.

Patrick’s Dinner Dance will take place
this Saturday, March 12, from 7 to
11:30 p.m., at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, located at
300 Central Avenue, Mountainside.
The cost is $40 per person.

This event will include a tradi-
tional dinner of Irish food, along
with beer and soda, plus a St. Joseph
Table for dessert. Entertainment will
be provided by a disc jockey, bag-
pipers, Irish dancers and the Our
Lady of Lourdes Girls Choir. For
tickets, call (908) 232-1162.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Spring Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that registration for
its Spring 2016 programs will start
on Monday, March 14. In-person
and online registration will occur
simultaneously, unless otherwise
indicated in the Fall/Winter/Spring
2015-2016 brochure.

In-person registration will take
place at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, and will be on a
first-come, first-served basis. Pro-
grams are limited to Cranford resi-
dents only and proof of residency is
required for all registrations. At the
time of registration, the registra-
tion form and payment in the form
of cash or check is required. Par-
ents must be present when register-
ing children under the age of 18.

Online registration will be avail-
able at register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Once individuals register for a
program online, they will need to
come to the Community Center in
person to make payment in the
form of cash or check, and must
bring proof of residency.

For additional information, call
the Cranford Community Center
at (908) 709-7283.
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FRANK D. ISOLDI
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TheIsoldiCollection.com

Enchanting storybook 4 bedroom colonial in the heart of WYCHWOOD! Fabulous blend 
of 1936 architectural detail with updated open floor plan. Designer kitchen & baths. 
VERY SPECIAL LOCATION! Quality renovations have been made to this home including 
a custom eat-in kitchen with granite counters, Viking professional stove with warming 
rack, subzero fridge, stone backsplash, bay window & wet bar. The family room addition 
adjoins the formal dining room and boasts a gas fireplace, vaulted ceiling & built-ins. 
Deep crown moldings, handsome chestnut doors, and hardwood floors add to the    
exceptional quality of this home. There is ample storage throughout, including a    
temperature-controlled wine cellar. A stone patio and gorgeous landscaping with    
specimen plants provide a tranquil retreat at days' end.  

857 Winyah Avenue, Westfield 
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HESS HITS 23 PTS, MURRAY SINKS 15, PIERRE KEY 3’S

Blue Devil Boys Nip Panthers
In Basketball Struggle, 57-53

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intensity at its best reminiscent of
the state championship football game
between the same two foes carried
over onto the basketball court in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 first
round showdown between the sec-
ond-seeded Westfield High School
boys and the visiting Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers on March 1. Trailing
throughout most of the game, the 14-

13 Panthers, with several members of
the football team on their squad, kept
clawing back to tie the game and briefly
take the lead but in the end, the 17-8
Blue Devils, also with some members
from the football team, prevailed once
again, 57-53.

“I knew that coming in. The kids
have been talking about it all week,
the same team we played in football
in the state title game, lacrosse they
played each other, baseball they play

each other,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said.

The Westfield crowd was ready also
and a large contingent was adorned in
stunning “Whiteout” similar to the
crowds at big football games at Penn
State University.

“We got a great crowd out here. It
really helped us out. Our energy was
high today. We came in knowing what
we had to do and I thought we ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONCINA, ‘ESPO’, NIKO, SCORESE ONE SHY OF TOP-8

Blue Devil, Raider, 8 Cougars
Vie at NJSIAA Mat Tourney

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Eight Cranford High School Cou-
gars, one Westfield Blue Devil and
one Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
entered the NJSIAA Wrestling Cham-
pionships held at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City last weekend (March 4
through March 6) and four came up
one win shy of advancing to the top-
8 in their respective weight classes.

Only two Union County wrestlers
managed to place in the top-8.

Cougar junior Vince Concina went
through several periods of frustration
in his 145-lb preliminary bout with
Tim Suter (Buena) when the refs
seemed to be a bit stingy awarding
points on his takedown attempts.
Nevertheless, Concina scored two
points late in the third period to earn
a 2-1 victory.

“You got to wrestle your match.
It’s not the ref’s match. You can’t go
based off their calls. You can’t look to
the ref for the win. You got do it
yourself,” Concina said.

His second bout was a rematch of
Region 3 semifinal when he faced AJ
Lonski (Delbarton), who he had
beaten, 3-1, in Union. The result was
the same as Concina recorded a

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A TILT...Cougar Chris Scorese, top, sets up a pipewrench tilt on Rob Rodolico of Holy Cross in his 132-lb
wrestleback. Scorese recorded a 16-5 majority decision at the NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City on March 4-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE UNDER THE BOARD...Blue Devil Nick Mele, right, tries to block the shot of a Panther as Tim Norris gets
knocked backwards and Owen Murray, No. 15, watches. Westfield beat Bridgewater-Raritan, 57-53, on March 1.

Remember to “Spring” Forward
This Weekend – March 13

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports



Page 12  Thursday, March 10, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winter Track: Numbers
And Very Successful, Too

Another in a series on the history of
sports at WHS

Last week the WHS girls track team
set a school record at the Eastern
States championships in New York
City. The foursome of Noelle
Blackford, Emma Jackler, Julia Myers
and Brooke Schaeffer clocked a
9:31.36. All four, three seniors and
one sophomore (Jackler), ran per-
sonal best times.

The old mark of 9:33.1 had stood
since 2004 and was the quartet’s goal
last week.

“They each had to do personal bests,
and they did that,” coach Jen Buccino
said.

But unless you’re in the closed con-
fines of the “indoor” or “winter” track
world, you probably didn’t know about
it. Except to the coaches and athletes
involved, indoor track is – and has
long been – looked at by the outside
world as merely a training ground,
practice time, between cross-country
season in the fall, and spring track.

But with coaches like Bob Duncan,
Dick Goodrich, Walt Clarkson, Jack
Martin, Greg Gorski, Thom Hornish
and Buccino, the indoor sport has
long been among the “bread win-
ners” at WHS. These days, under
coaches Chris Tafelski, Buccino, Sam
Haimann and Bill Mellott, the teams
have 176 members, by far the largest
participation for any winter sport.

The indoor track program was
started by football/track coach Bob
Duncan in the winter of 1931-32,
undoubtedly to keep his athletes in
tip-top shape for their early-spring
trip to the prestigious Penn Relays.
And for most of the past 84 winters
the athletes have very successfully
gone about their business and earned
their medals in near anonymity, while
classmates in basketball, wrestling
and swimming have gotten the big-
ger and more frequent headlines.

The great distance runner Frank
Esposito was the first “winter won-
der,” winning the mile at the 1932
state indoor championships.

Back in the 1930s there were no
state-wide rankings of indoor track
by the newspapers, and there never
would be. It was all about the compe-
tition and the results. And WHS has
done pretty well. There have been so
many Union County, Union County
Relays and Northern New Jersey
champions that to mention them all
would take up several sports pages.

So we’ll just take you through the
athletes and teams who were able to
capture state titles during the winter
months …

After Esposito, the 1934 team won
the Northern Jersey Class B (Group 3

Andrew Cary’s shot put efforts helped
WHS captured state Group 4 titles in
1986 and ’87.

now) title behind wins by Wellington
Ross (70, 220), Bill Clark (880) and
the mile relay, which not only won
the state title but also broke the old
record while finishing second at the
National Championship meet in
Madison Square Garden.

Walt Horner captured the mile and
the mile relay won the state champi-
onship in 1936. Pump Vella, Ralph
Martin, Joe Reid and Bob McCoy
were the foursome. The next year
McCoy won the state 440, breaking
his own record with a 53.1. Then he
captured the National Championship
in the one-lap race with a 51.1.

The next three decades were spent
winning county and North Jersey
titles, and breaking some school
records. It wasn’t until prodigal son
Walt Clarkson (’50) returned to town
to coach that cross-country and track
really exploded.

David Coleman won the 1,000 in a
record 2:22.8 and Bob Hoffman won
the shot put with a record toss of 57-
3 to highlight the 1962 season. In

1967, Dave Calvert set a school and
meet record in winning the Group 4
mile, and the team of Bob Shriver,
Jerry Brown, Frank Rugg and Calvert
won the Group 4 two-mile relay.

Still struggling without a portable
wooden track to practice on, the 1969
team practiced at Scotch Plains,
Colonia and Watchung Hills, even in
the halls of WHS … and the team
responded with seven school records
and the Group 4 Relays champion-
ship. Paul Byrne won the Group 4
880 and anchored the Group 4 cham-
pion two-mile relay of John Larner,
Mike Murray and Dave Brown.

This would be the first of five
straight championship winters for
Clarkson’s crews. The next three years
– led by high jumper Eddie Morton’s
three straight Group 4 titles – they
won Group 4. Tom Fennell added a
440 win in 1970, and along with Ed
(Skeeter) MacCloskey, Rick Shaw
and Tim Rub won the mile relay. The
next year’s title was aided by a win-
ning two-mile relay of Jon Williams,
Steve Thatcher, Bob Thompson and
Doug Merrick.

The sprint-centric 1973 squad won
the Group 4 Relays, behind hurdlers
Keith Davis and Ed Johnson, and the
4x220 relay team of Kenny Blackwell,
Davis, Marvan Palmer and Daryl
McMiller.

It seemed like there was always at
least one great athlete every winter,
often more. Andy Hubsch won back-
to-back Group 4 880s in 1975 and ’76,
and he anchored for Lew Graves, Brian
Clancey and Marc Giguere on a state
champion two-mile relay. Then it was
Jim Morris, and then Cliff Sheehan.

Martin replaced Clarkson in 1983,
and Kevin McGorty was the domi-
nant high jumper, winning Eastern
States and all-Groups.

The 1986 and ’87 seasons saw back-
to-back state Group 4 champions,
behind Tony Tiller (Group 4 55, 440),

Andrew Cary (Group 4 shot) and Tim
Yockel (Group 4 1600). Dennis
McGorty was Group 4 runnerup in
the high jump twice, and Craig Russell
took second in the 3200.

Drew Rountree and Maurice
Barnett won the Group 4 shot put
relay in 1991, and then in 1994 Matt
Elmuccio arrived at WHS, setting
school records in the 880, mile, two-
mile and winning Group 4 titles. Ted
Kilcommons won the Group 4 800.

The winter of 1997 saw Mike Krug,
Steve Dennis, Elmuccio and Ryan
Stefiuk win the distance medley at
both Eastern States and Nationals.

Richard Miller and Diano Reavis
combined with LaQuon McCoy and
Adam Walker in 2001 and Alex
Gonzalez and Earl Lambert in 2002
to set school 4x400 records.

Adam Wendel won the Meet of
Champions high jump in 2003, Jeff
Perrella set a school record in win-
ning the Group 4 3200 in 2006, MOC
champion Adam Bergo became the
first Blue Devil to leap 7-feet in win-

ning the high jump at Eastern States
in 2008, and Peter Fagan captured the
Group 4 pole vault in 2013.

The girls have captured one indi-
vidual state title (Emily MacNeil’s
880 in 2005), and two state 4x800
relays in 2004 and 2005.

But they started to make their pres-
ence known in the winter of 1991.
Jenee Anzelone was second in Group
4 and all-Groups 800. They set seven
school records in the winter of 1996,
with Suzy Kozub (mile, two-mile),
Sage Stefiuk (800), and several re-
lays. Stefiuk (1600) and Katie Egan
(400) set records and joined on record-
setting relays.

Alexis Anzelone swept the county
1600 and 3200 in 2001.

Emily MacNeil came aboard as a
freshman in 2002 and the records
started falling – 300, 600, 800 and
1000. In 2004 she teamed with Annie
Onishi, Meg Driscoll and Deenie
Quinn to win the Group 4 4x800, and
the following year with Onishi, Driscoll
and Miriam Becker-Cohen to repeat.

Claire Stevens-Haas won the Group
4 pole vault in 2010, while Ashley
Edwards was breaking and re-break-
ing school records in 55, 200, 300
and 400. In 2014 Gabby Stravach
captured the sectional 1600 and 3200,
both in school records.

Now, some 84 winters after it started,
guess what sport has by far the largest
squad of the winter sports? Winter
track had 176 on its roster last winter,
after reaching a high of 199 in 2012.

OUR LOVE BECOMES
A FUNERAL PYRE

And so the best boys basketball
season in 40 years came to an end
Saturday night, when WHS came up
short against Newark East Side, 73-
43, in the North 2 Group 4 semifinals.
The final record was 18-9, the most
wins around here since the 1977 team
went 19-8. Daryl Palmieri’s guys also
won the program’s first Union County
Conference title since 1977, and they
captured the Len Sepanak Tourna-
ment over the holidays.

More important, they brought back
that old-time feeling of playing be-
fore a wildly enthusiastic, sold-out,
home crowd, usually with an enter-
taining, Globetrotter-esque passing
game. Athletic director Sandy
Mamary actually pre-sold tickets for
Saturday’s game, wisely anticipating
the huge crowd which showed up.

Senior captains Parker Hess, Owen
Murray and Nick Mele each brought
something very special, whether it
was 3-point bombs, passing/rebound-
ing/defense, or amazingly quick
hands and vision. Matt LaCorte set a
school single-season 3-point record
and became “Matty Ice,” while Jelani
Pierre is a lock if they give out a Most
Improved Player award. Tim Norris
was invaluable in the paint. Who
knows what could’ve been if 6-foot-
4 Chris Boutsikaris hadn’t torn his
ACL late in the football season?

IN PASSING
Novelist Pat Conroy passed away

Friday in South Carolina after battling
pancreatic cancer. He was 70. “Prince
of Tides” might’ve been his most fa-
mous book, but my favorites were
“The Great Santini,” “The Lords of
Discipline” and “My Losing Season.”

Coming on March 31: Baseball,
part 1
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Phone: (908) 233-5555

John Aslanian
john.aslanian@cbmoves.com

Phone: (908)347-2042

Charm abounds in this Westfield 3 BR 2.5 BA Center Hall Colonial set on a quiet 
tree lined street close to town, Wilson school, and NYC transportation. The Foyer 
opens  to  a  sunny  Living  Room  warmed  by  a  wood  burning  fireplace  and  a 
spacious Dining flowing into a Den and a crisp white eat in kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances that o ers easy access to a fenced private backyard. Boasting 3 
large Bedrooms including a master bedroom suite with adjoining bath plus a full 
hall  bath  while  the  lower  level  provides  a  playroom area,  laundry  room,  and 
storage area…o ered at $699,000

Classic 1940’s Colonial 

The 4x800 team of (from left) Brooke Schaeffer, Julia Myers, Noelle Blackford
and Emma Jackler set a school record at the recent Eastern State championships
in New York.

SCOTCH PLAINS, This sprawling South 
side ranch on .92 lush acres features an 
open concept design with 3 bedrooms, 
2 1/2 baths, hardwood fl ooring, 2 fi re-
places, 1st-fl oor family room, fi nished basement plus a huge 2nd fl oor 
bonus room.  The rear yard has an in-ground heated Gunite pool plus 
cabana and paver patio.                                                                        $674,900

Warren Offi ce
908-757-7780

Weichert®

Lynn Dicton, Sales Associate 
908-400-6060 (cell) 
Mary Beth Ponicall, Sales Associate
908-310-2802 (cell)                   

OPEN SUNDAY  1-4 PM
1170 DONAMY GLEN 

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/29/16, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North-2016 at Various Locations including Counties
of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Somerset,

Sussex, Union and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 16407
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor, Division of Wage and hour Compliance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623
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Blue Devil, Raider, 8 Cougars Vie in Mat Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

takedown and an escape to advance
to the quarterfinal round. His first-
period takedown was key.

“It was a single or a shrug to a low
single. I’m pretty sure. I was aggres-

sive on my feet. I didn’t really take
that many bad shots,” Concina said.

Concina’s next bout was to be
against Mike O’Malley (Hasbrouck
Heights) who boasted a 45-0 record.

Concina said, “I have a pretty tough
kid but I am just going to go at him
and wrestle.”

Concina did go at him and nearly
got a takedown but O’Malley pre-
vailed, 6-0. Concina then needed to
win his first wrestleback bout to

qualify for the top-8 but he dropped a
3-1 decision to Nick Esposito
(Cliffside Park).

Cougar junior Alex Esposito had a
rock-and-tumble 220-lb preliminary

bout with Adam Schlereth (Newton)
in a battle of headlocks.

“I started with a sweep single and
the kid was pretty slippery. We got in
a scramble and I got in a tricky situa-
tion but I was lucky to fight off my
back and get out of bounds. He caught
me on my back again, fought out of
that. He started breaking form and I
kept going and going and finally got
my pin,” Esposito explained.

Esposito found himself down, 10-
2, but came back with a wrist-and-
half nelson to get the fall in 2:41.

“I kept breaking down his arm and
I got a bar. I kept going for that wrist.
He tried rolling through but I got the
pin,” Esposito said.

Looking ahead to his next bout
with top-seeded Matt Correnti (Holy
Cross), he said, “I feel a little bit more
comfortable but you can never stop.
You got to keep going forward.”

Correnti did win by 16-1 tech fall
and did eventually go on to win the
crown, while Esposito shifted to the
wrestlebacks where he defeated Nick

Goff (Monroe), 5-3, and Vito Nucci
(Clearview), 5-4. Esposito needed to
win one more bout to be in the top-8
but Zach DelVecchio (South

SPF Girls Set Record
In 200 Medley at MOC

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders Erika Frazier, Rachel
Maizes, Stephanie Judge and Sarah
Davis set the meet record in the 200-
medley relay at the Meet of Champi-
ons on February 28 with a time of
1:45.36 to surpass the time of 1:45.59
set by Westfield in 2014. Rachel
Maizes also finished third in the 100-
breaststroke at 1:04.48. The Lady
Raiders also touched second in the
400-free relay in 3:30.38 and third in
the 200-free relay at 1:36.79.

For the boys, Raider Chris
Bondarowicz took second in the 100-
backstroke at 56.89 and seventh in
the 200-Individual Medley at 1:56.03.
Josh Cohen took fifth in the 500-free
at 4:41.17 and seventh in the 200-free
at 1:46.61. Westfield placed fourth in
the 200-medley relay at 1:36.08.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHECKING THE TIME...Cougar Alex Esposito, top, checks the clock in his 220-
lb wrestleback bout with Nick Golf (Monroe). Esposito won, 5-3.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-029246-15
FILE NO. 20601-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

FWDSL & ASSOCIATES LP;
PLAINTIFF VS. REGINALD T.
ADAMS; MRS. REGINALD T.
ADAMS, WIFE OF REGINALD
T. ADAMS; ROYAL GARDENS
II; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: REGINALD T. ADAMS; MRS.
REGINALD T. ADAMS, WIFE OF
REGINALD T. ADAMS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 4, 2016, the Superior
Court Fixed April 18, 2016 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
BERKELEY HEIGHTS, located at 29 PARK
AVENUE, BERKELEY HEIGHTS, NEW
JERSEY 07922 as the time and place
when and where you may pay to the plain-
tiff the amount so found due for principal
and interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 4 BLOCK 605 on the tax duplicate
of BERKELEY HEIGHTS. Total amount
required to redeem tax sale certificate no.
12-00002 is $47,438.73, together with in-
terest from January 31, 2016 and costs of
$1,235.68.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $48.96

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

RYAN 13 PTS; RINALDI 9; ELLIOTT, MONTES 10 EACH

Blue Devil Girls Win State
Opener, Upset Millburn 46-37

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team scored perhaps their
finest win of the season in taking out
eighth seeded Millburn, 46-37, in the
first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament held on
March 1 in Millburn. The timing could
not have been better for the 10th-
seeded Blue Devils as they have
struggled all season to put together a
consistent full game against oppo-
nents. Against the Millers, Westfield
suffered none of the extended scor-
ing droughts that sabotaged other ef-
forts and instead got balanced point
production with four players scoring
at least nine points.

“Without a doubt, this was defi-
nitely the best game we’ve played all
year,” said Westfield Head Coach Liz
McKeon. “I think this is where play-
ing the schedule that we play helps us
at the end. We play tough teams all
season long and, while it may not be
good for the record, it can’t help but
make your players better.”

Westfield (9-15) got out of the
blocks quickly as Danielle Rinaldi hit
on a 3-pointer from the corner just 15
seconds into the contest. Rinaldi
would drain another three that put the
Blue Devils up 11-6. Westfield would
come out of the first quarter with a
14-9 advantage.

Westfield got solid performances
out of Rinaldi (9 points), sophomore

Molly Ryan (13 points, 6 rebounds, 3
steals) and Grace Elliott (10 points, 4
steals) throughout the game. The
backcourt trio did a great job of stabi-
lizing the offense and limiting turn-
overs.

“I think the difference today com-
pared to some of our earlier games
that we’ve ended up losing was that
we moved the ball around well to-
day,” said Rinaldi, a junior. “We didn’t
let them get in our heads. We dictated
the tempo when we had the ball and
we moved it with purpose.”

Westfield fell behind, 23-21, at the
break but quickly reestablished con-
trol. A short baseline jumper by se-
nior Amalia Montes followed by a
Shannon Devitt drive through the lane
and a foul had the Blue Devils back
on top, 26-23, two minutes into the
third quarter.

“I feel like we all understood that it
was do or die at that point,” said
Ryan. “We’ve lost a lot of close games
this year where we went through a
stretch of not being able to score, so
I think we were all focused on not
allowing that to happen this time.”

While Millburn (15-14) would
manage to forge a tie once more, the
Blue Devils would never trail again.
Leading 33-32 with seven minutes to
play, Westfield would go on a 6-0
mini run that helped them extend to a
39-32 advantage with 3:42 left.
Rinaldi’s third 3-pointer of the game
go it started. Elliott sank a pair of free

throws during the spurt.
Millburn began to press and pulled

to within 39-35 off of Liz Elder’s
baseline three pointer with 3:16 re-
maining. But Westfield came up with
clutch foul shooting down the stretch,
sinking seven of eight attempts over
the final three minutes to keep
Millburn at arm’s length. Ryan went
4-for-4 during a key sequence help-
ing Westfield to a 43-35 lead with :43
left in the game. Montes finished
with 10 points and five rebounds.

“I think this team has bright days
ahead of it,” said Rinaldi. “No matter
what happens the rest of the way
we’ve got a lot of young girls return-
ing next year who have gotten a chance
to play this season. I think the team
will be much better because of that
experience.”

Westfield was set to travel to face
second-seeded East Orange in the
second round on Thursday.
Westfield 14   7 12 13 46
Millburn   9 14   7   7 37

128 Hamilton Avenue, Westfield 
Open House: Sunday, March 13th 1-4pm 

Beautifully maintained & updated Colonial/Contemporary home is situated on a 
101X132 piece of professionally landscaped property. Formal living room flows nicely 
into a formal dining room with views of the yard. Family room with fireplace, vaulted 
ceiling and skylights. A gourmet eat-in kitchen offers Viking appliances, granite counters 
and sliders off the eating area to the deck. First floor laundry and a powder room com-
plete the first floor. The second level offers a spacious master bedroom with two walk-in 
closets and a private bath with jetted tub. An additional three good sized bedrooms share 
the full main bath. Finished basement with summer kitchen, large rec room, wet bar, full 
bath and an office/bedroom. Outdoor oasis with in-ground pool & spa...too many details 
to list! Don't miss out on this chance to call this one of a kind house your HOME! 

Presented for $819,000 

Blue Devil Boys Nip Panthers in Hoops Struggle
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ecuted well,” Blue Devil senior Owen
Murray said.

The Blue Devils had the first burst
of energy when Murray rolled in a
lay-up, then senior Nick Mele (4
steals) followed with a steal and
quickly fed senior Jelani Pierre, who
also rolled in a lay-up. Eric Nickel,
quarterback of the football team,
scored the Panthers’ first points but
the Blue Devils won the first quarter,
15-11. Senior Parker Hess hit seven

of his game-leading 23 points in the
quarter, which included the first of
his three 3-pointers.

“Again, back to my coach and team-
mates. They know if I’m open, they
are going to get me the ball, they trust
me to make the shot,” said Hess, who
also had a pair of steals.

Murray, who finished with 15 points
and eight rebounds, and Hess, re-
spectively, scored the first points of
the second quarter but the Panthers
seemed to answer with a fast-paced
run-and-gun inside game that worked
in their favor, resulting in eight unan-

swered points by Matt Mancuso and
a 19-19 tie with 4:24 on the clock.
Less than two minutes later, the Pan-
thers with respective 2-pointers from
Nickel and Tony Colarusso grabbed
their only lead of the game but Murray
and Hess matched them to give the
Blue Devils a 25-23 lead at halftime.

“They are a good team. We knew
what to expect but I think we had
quicker guards,” Murray said.

Both teams switched to an outside

game in the third quarter and Blue
Devil Matt Lacorte (9 points) began
the attack with back-to-back threes,
both assisted by senior Jelani Pierre.
The Panthers answered with a pair of
threes then a scramble over a loose
ball with 3:21 on the clock prompted
some standup excitement from both
benches. A technical foul was called.

Panther Aaron Gao went to the line
and hit both free throws then
Colarusso sank a lay-up to knot the
score at 36.

The wakeup call definitely aroused
the Blue Devils. After Murray hit for
two, Hess hit a three but so did the
Panthers. Then from underneath the
basket, Murray tossed the ball to an
open Pierre, who banged in a key 3-
pointer. Hess then nailed his third 3-
pointer at the buzzer to put Westfield

up, 47-41.
The Panthers roared back with a 3-

pointer from Gao at the beginning of
the fourth quarter but Murray found

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 16-03-01

AND PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance 16-03-01 was introduced by
the Board of Health of The Borough of
Fanwood on March 3, 2016.

Copies of this ordinance can be ob-
tained without cost at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8AM and 4PM, Monday thru Friday and
Thursday Evening 5PM thru 8PM.

The purpose of this ordinance is “AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER
354, SANITARY REGULATIONS, AR-
TICLE V, FOOD AND DRINK, SECTION
354-13B, LICENSING; FEES” so as
amend the fee schedule for licenses per-
taining to the sale of food and drink.

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on or before May 5,
2016, or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 3/10/16, The Times Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on March 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, where formal action may be
taken to adopt the following:

“Town of Westfield 2016 Housing Ele-
ment and Fair Share Plan”

The “Town of Westfield 2016 Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan” is on file in
the Planning Office of the Town of Westfield,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be viewed by the public
Monday through Friday between the hours
of 9 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Administrative Secretary

Town of Westfield Planning Board
1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC
MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY

SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will hold a public meeting to
conduct interviews with prospective candi-
dates to fill an open position on the board.
This meeting will be held on Tuesday,
March 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Admin-
istration Bldg., Evergreen Avenue & Ce-
dar Street, Scotch Plains.
1 T - 3/10/16, The Times Fee: $15.30

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THEN DRIVING...Blue Devil Nick Mele, No. 23, drives to the basket after swiping the ball away from a
Bridgewater-Raritan Panther in the opening round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Blue Devil girls pose for a photo after their upset victory over Millburn in the sectional tournament on March 1
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©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Ave, Westfield, NJ
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

(908) 233-5555 x210

I am pleased to introduce this Westfield Colonial filled with custom details and desirable
amenities.An open front porch and gracious foyer leads to the formal dining room with bay
window, and a large living room with fire place. The gourmet kitchen offers stainless steel
appliances, center island and abundance of cabinetry, and includes a spacious informal eating
area. Off the kitchen is a family room with high ceilings, skylights and a gas fireplace. An office
and laundry/mud room complete this first floor. The master suite has ample closets and ensuite.
Four additional bedrooms, and two more baths complete this level.The full finished basement
includes a rec room, bedroom, full bath and lots of storage. The large fenced backyard offers a
playground for all ages. Convenient to NYC transportation. Offered at $1,249,000

For additional information or a private tour, please contact:

Carol Gross
Sales Associate

Office: (908) 233-5555
Cell: (908) 377-9287
Email: Carol.gross@cbmoves.com

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY  1-4
1175 LAWRENCE AVE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey,, will meet on Mon-
day, April 4, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at the Municipal build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey to hear and consider the following
appeal for preliminary and final site plan
approval to construct a 31 unit residential
apartment building which includes five (5)
affordable housing units. The project will
include 33 surface parking spaces. The
property in question is located at 339 West
Broad Street and 415 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey, also known as
Block 3001, Lots 1 and 6, respectively,
on the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield,
and is located in WBC-AMFH Zone.

The Applicant proposes ground floor
apartments and parking, together with
apartments on the second and third floors
of the proposed building. The develop-
ment of the property shall be substantially
in conformance with the regulations for the
West Broad Affordable Multi-Family Tran-
sit Oriented Development (WBC-AMFH)
Zone District within the Town as set forth in
Article 11.34 of the Land Use Ordinance.

Any person(s) affected by this applica-
tion may have an opportunity to be heard
at the Public Hearing in this matter at which
time you may appear either in person, by
agent or attorney and present comments
which you may have regarding this appli-
cation.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Triarsi, Betancourt, Wukovits & Dugan, LLC
By: Rafael J. Betancourt, Esq.,

Attorney for Applicant
Jeffrey and Nancy Zoraian

186 North Avenue East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 709-1700
1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $41.31

Pierre once again and he came through
with another key three to keep
Westfield up by six.

“Big shot Pierre! He’s started a
little bit quiet but we always know
when he has an open shot, we can
trust him to hit it. And he did that
tonight,” Murray said. “It was a big
momentum switcher. There were a
couple of them this game. We trust
our shooters to hit shots. I think we
did that and that’s why we won.”

“I can talk about Jelani all day. Some-
times he seems to be the forgotten man.
He does everything for you. He will
never question a thing you ask him to
do. He goes out there and does the job.
He’s turned himself into a pretty good
player,” Coach Plamieri said.

The Panthers inched to within two
points but LaCorte rolled in a lay-up,
was fouled and sank the free throw.

“We were a little sluggish early. We
haven’t played in a little over a week.
We weren’t really making shots in the
first half but we were able to get a
little hot in the second half. Honestly,

it was more about us getting some
stops at the end,” Coach Plamieri
said. “We had the one big bucket by
LaCorte at the end that was huge that
made it a two possession game.”

It was not over yet. Mancuso hit for
two, making the score 53-51, with
:40.32 remaining. Fouling, however,
was needed. Hess was the recipient.
He went to the line and hit all four of
his free throws, giving his team and
their fans a huge sigh of relief.

“Foul shooting has been something
that honestly cost us a couple of
games, including our last game
against Union Catholic. We had over
a week to work on stuff and that’s one
thing that we really focused on. It’s
good to see kids going to the line and
making some big foul shots,” Coach
Palmieri said. “I expect them to do
that stuff. Senior, state tournament
game! They put in the work. We
needed them, obviously.”

“My team knows I want to be at the
line right there. We have been prac-
ticing all week, probably taking over

200 free throws each this week be-
cause we knew what an impact it was
going to be in this game,” Hess said.

“I told the coach [Bridgewater-
Raritan] after the game those guys
were not a 15th seed. We know that.
They really started hitting their stride
late in the year. It wasn’t the best draw
we could have gotten but we’ve seen
everything. Like I said to the guys, I
don’t care what they throw at us, it’s
going to be nothing that we haven’t
seen already,” Coach Palmieri said.
BrH2O-Raritan 11 12 18 12 53
Westfield 15 10 22 10 57

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 8, 2016,
and that the said Council will further con-
sider the same for final passage on the
22nd of March 2016 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2061

“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGES ORDINANCE FOR THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 4”

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I. Section 4-7 be and is hereby
repealed in its entirety.

SECTION  II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION  III. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication as
soon as and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
JANUARY 2016 – DECEMBER 2016

All meetings will be held in the
Beechwood School Susan O. Collier Me-
dia Center located at 1497 Woodacres
Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092 or
in the Deerfield School Media Center lo-
cated at 302 Central Avenue,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.

All meetings will be regularly scheduled
meetings of the Board to begin at 7:00 p.m.
unless otherwise noted. It is anticipated
that the Board will adjourn to Executive
Session immediately following the initial
roll call to review matters appropriate for
discussion in private under the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act. The Board will return from
Executive Session to continue the public
portion of the meeting at 8:00 p.m., at
which time the Board will consider and act
upon its public session agenda items.

Tuesday, January 5, 2016 -
(Reorganization Meeting)
Tuesday, January 26, 2016
Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 -
(Adoption of Tentative Budget)

Tuesday, March 22, 2016
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 - (Regular

Meeting and Public Hearing on Budget)
Tuesday, May 24, 2016
Tuesday, June 28, 2016
Tuesday, July 26, 2016

Tuesday, August 23, 2016
Tuesday, September 27, 2016

Tuesday, October 25, 2016
Tuesday, November 22, 2016

Wednesday, December 21, 2016

1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $36.21
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Raiders

Blue Devils

Cougars

David B. Corbin (January 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHIEF THIEVES…Blue Devils Erin Miller, left, and Gab O’Leary finished their
four-year varsity careers with 315 and 218 steals, respectively.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times — goleader.com

March 7, 2010: Blue Devils Matt
Meserole and Suzanne Lemberg each
placed third in their respective event
at the swim Meet of Champions, held
at Gloucester County Institute of
Technology in Sewell.

Meserole touched third in the 100-
yard backstroke with a time of 50.41
and also finished fourth in the 100-
butterfly with a time of 51.06. The
Blue Devil boys also took third in the
400-freestyle relay at 3:15.7. Lemberg
touched third in the 100-freestyle with
a time of 53.15 and also touched sixth
in the 50-freestyle at 24.51. Meredith
Smith touched sixth in the 100-free at
53.85. The Blue Devil girls took sec-
ond in the 400-free relay at 3:38.39
and fifth in the 200-free relay at
1:41.84.

Early March 2007: Competing
with a conference/county schedule,
which included six top-20 teams, the
Blue Devil boys basketball team
played very effectively to finish with
a 16-10 record – fourth straight win-
ning season – and to qualify for the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament for the fifth time in the past

six years.
Senior Mike Venezia led the team

in scoring with 485 points, including
53 three-pointers, to bring his career
total to 1,079 (third highest in WHS
history). Senior Tom Bonard not only
had the heart of a lion, but he also had
great vision to see what very few
could see. He scored 285 points, in-
cluding 36 three-pointers, and had a
team-leading 35 steals.

Early March 2012: Juniors Jess
McCoy, Jenna Goeller and Katlin
McGovern have played on the
Cranford High School varsity girls
basketball team since they were fresh-
men and each year the Lady Cougars
have improved their record, 21-8 in
2010, 22-6 in 2011 and now 24-5,
which translates to a 67-19 record
(.779 winning percentage).

Senior Morgan Miller led the Cou-
gars with 438 points, which included
a team-leading 76 3-pointers. She hit
56-for-66 (84.6 percent – highest on
team) from the stripe. She also led the
team with 107 assists, while pulling
down 157 rebounds and adding 35
blocks. Miller sank her 1,000th ca-
reer point against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on February 11 and fin-
ished her varsity career with 1,081.

March 9, 2003: Four Raider
matmen minimized their mistakes at
the Region 3 Wrestling Tournament
at Union High School and were
awarded the opportunity to vie for the
state championships in Atlantic City.
Steve Mineo (121), Andrew Silber
(173) and Matt Loomis (Hwt) placed
first and Derek Francavilla (127) took
second.

Early March 2012: Having lost
the presence of strong rebounder/
shooter Matt Jegede due to an injury
just before the season, there were
questions as to how effective the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team was going to be
this season. Seniors Anthony Byers,
Ian Johnston and Dom Gonzales,
along with juniors Tom Bonacum and
Xavier Noel-Brooks pulled together,
qualified for the sectional tournament
and finished with a 14-13 record,
which included three down-to-the-
wire games with the Rahway Indians,
who surpassed 20 victories.

March 11-13, 2005: Three Raider
wrestlers qualified for the trip to AC
and two, seniors Steve Mineo at 135-
lbs and heavyweight Marc Fabiano,
survived to place seventh and eighth,
respectively, at Boardwalk Hall in
front of a crowd of 10,400. Pat Mineo
(140-lbs) lost in the preliminary
round.

Early March 2013: Remarkable
similarities between this year’s
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team and the 2005-2008 Blue
Devils squad seem to jump out. The
“oldtimers” featured a pair of super-
stars with Erin Miller and Gab
O’Leary. Miller finished her career
as the all-time leading WHS scorer
(girls and boys) with 1,530 points.
Miller and O’Leary became The
Westfield Leader’s “Wanted for
Theft”, poster girls with 315 and 218
steals, respectively, for a total of 533.

This year, sophomore Lil Scott led
the team with 382 points to bring her
total to 681. That average would put
her at 1,362 after her senior year.
Sophomore Jackie Knapp finished
with 366 points to up her two-year
total to 630, projecting her at 1,260
after her senior year. This season,
Knapp led the team with 94 steals,
bringing her total to 155 (310 four-
year projection). Scott snatched 66
balls to bring her total to 114 (228
four-year projection). At that rate,
Knapp and Scott would become the
new “Wanted for Theft” poster girls
with 538.

March 7, 2014: Three Westfield
High School wrestlers and three
Cranford Cougars entered the
NJSIAA State Championships at
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City. One

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FACING A PANTHER..Blue Devil Owen Murray, No. 15, considers working
around Panther Eric Nickel, No. 23.
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Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
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www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062
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HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small
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• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured
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Call Phil: 908-246-9448

30 Years
Experience

Handyman
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CMZ CLEANING SERVICES
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Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
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201 Baker Avenue
Westfield

Offered at $1,799,000

1302 Summit Avenue
Westfield

Offered at $1,329,000

99 Surrey Lane
Westfield

Offered at $1,229,000

42 Fairhill Road,
Westfield

New Price: $999,900

124 Linden Avenue,
Westfield

Offered at $769,900

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday 3/13 • 1-4PM NEW LISTING TOO LATE

542 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
Luxury Townhomes

$799,000

MacLELLAND 26 PTS, WILCHELNS 15, WILLIAMSON 13

Nutley Lady B-ballers Crack
Cougars’ Section Dream 73-67

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Blair Watson scored 48
points to lead 11th-seeded Nutley to
a 73-67 victory over sixth-seeded
Cranford in the first round of the
North Jersey Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament held on February 29 in
Cranford. The loss signaled a sudden
end to a Cougar season that had
reached its zenith just 24 hours ear-
lier when they captured the Union
County Tournament title with a win
over Roselle Catholic.

The scene of joy and celebration
among Cougar players on display at
Kean University was replaced by sad-

ness and the realization that this group
of players had played together for the
last time as the clock ran out against
Nutley.

“We’ve been playing together since
the fifth grade,” said senior guard
Lyndsay Pace. “It is tough to know
that this will be the last time. Of

course, some of us are going on to
play ball at college but we’ll never
line up with this particular group of
girls again. It is hard to accept that
especially when it happens so sud-
denly.”

The Union County champs proved
to be worthy of their crown. Down
48-32 late in the third quarter the
Cougars rallied to pull within three
points at 58-55 with still over three
minutes left in the game. Cerys
MacLelland was key to the Cranford
comeback but things were not going
her way early. MacLelland missed
several shots in the first half and had
only five points as the Cougars went

to the break down, 32-21.
“At halftime I told Cerys to forget

about what had happened to that
point,” said Cranford head coach
Jackie Dyer. “She missed a lot of
shots in the first half and she felt bad.
I told her that she was a leader and
that we needed her to take control of

the game and that is what she did for
us.”

After a poor first half, the senior
standout was ferocious the rest of the
way. MacLelland finished the game
with 26 points, 12 rebounds, six as-
sists and three blocks.

“MacLelland almost willed them
back,” said Nutley head coach Larry
Mitschow. “She just refused to miss a
shot for them in the second half. We
knew she was good but when you
prepare for Cranford you really have
to prepare for a well-balanced, well-
coached team that can score from all
over the floor. MacLelland just put
them on her back tonight.”

Cranford waded upstream through-
out the entire game unable to deal
with the sensational performance of
Watson. Bound for the University of
Maryland as one of the nation’s top
recruits, Watson beat the Cougars in
every imaginable way.

MELE, MURRAY, HESS, PIERRE HIT DOUBLE FIGURES

Blue Devils Ambush Warriors
In Hoops Quarterfinal, 67-46

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Astonishment emanated from the
faces of the 10th-seeded Franklin
Township Warriors when they glared
at the scoreboard and found them-
selves trailing 10-0 with slightly over
two minutes off the clock in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
quarterfinals against the hosting, sec-
ond-seeded Westfield High School
Blue Devils on March 3. Their situa-
tion did not get much better as the 18-
8 Blue Devils roared to a 67-46 vic-
tory.

Unlike in their previous sectional
game with Bridgewater-Raritan
where they led by only two points at
the half, the Blue Devils virtually had
the game sealed by halftime with a
45-17 lead.

“We came out kind of flat the other
day. We didn’t come out running like
we should have. Today we came out,
first quarter we just ran and didn’t
stop. Our defense was intense and it

led to turnovers and that’s what gave
us buckets in transition,” Blue Devil
senior Nick Mele said.

Mele and seniors Jelani Pierre and
Parker Hess were stealing up a storm
and with numerous assists converted
them to scores. Mele (4 steals, 6 re-
bounds, 3 assists) and Pierre (3 steals,
2 assists) each scored 10 points, while
Hess (3 steals, 9 rebounds, 2 assists)
sank 14 points.

“In practice, we work very hard on
defense. Coach preaches us on how
defense wins big games. Like Nick
said, we came out flat two days ago
but today we wanted to come out
swinging with great offense, great
defense. We did well,” Pierre said.

“I don’t think they were expecting
us to be as athletic and quick as we
really are. Every steal we got, Jelani,
Parker, me getting out. And with our
passing abilities, we were getting them
left and right,” Mele added. “They
didn’t know what was coming.”

Senior Owen Murray was also

heavily involved with a team-leading
16 points and five assists, while pull-
ing seven rebounds and snatching a
steal. Senior Tim Norris, a member of
the state championship football team,
along with teammates Pierre and Jeff
Gagum, received adequate playing
time and made good on it with eight
points, six rebounds and an assist.

“One good thing about our offense
this game is that after we called the
first timeout, everyone on the court
had a chance to score. We were mov-
ing the ball well. We were attacking,
kicking and we were playing as a
team,” Norris said.

Murray scored the first four points
of the game and Hess and junior Matt
LaCorte banged respective 3-point-
ers, which prompted a timeout with
5:26 left of the first quarter. In a span
of three minutes, the Blue Devils
added 12 more points to grab a 22-5
lead. After Warrior Dale Swindell hit
for two, Norris got underneath with a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP FOR THE REBOUND...Cougar Lindsay Pace, No. 13, goes up for a rebound in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 2 game against Nutley in Cranford on February 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CROWDED HOUSE...Blue Devil senior co-captain Parker Hess, No. 12, leaps for the ball in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 quarterfinal game against the Franklin Warriors in Westfield on March 3. The Blue Devils won, 67-46.

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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One WF Blue Devil, One SPF Raider, Eight Cranford Cougars Vie in NJSIAA Wrestling Tournament
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Plainfield) stood in his way and won,
8-3.

Cougar senior Niko Cappello ad-
vanced to the 182-lb quarterfinals
with a 6-4 decision over Jake Brown
(Pope John) but dropped a 1-0 deci-
sion to 35-0 Kyle Murphy
(Bridgewater-Raritan). Cappello’s
quest for the top-8 also fell one shot
with a 9-4 loss to Dom Maniero
(Queen of Peace).

In his 132-lb preliminary bout,
Cougar junior Chris Scorese took a 5-
0 lead on Matt Kolonia (Delaware
Valley) with a low single-leg
takedown and a single grapevine/two-
on-one tilt but did struggle a bit to
earn an 8-6 victory. Clinging to a 2-1
lead in his next bout, Scorese was

bounced to the wrestlebacks when
Rob Cleary (Edison) tallied a late
takedown to win, 3-2. Scorese recov-
ered, won his next bout then earned
his 100th-career victory with a 13-4
majority decision over Reid White
(St. Augustine). Scorese also came
up one shy of the top-8 when he
dropped a 14-3 decision to Nick Farro
(Delbarton).

Competing at 160-lbs, Blue Devil
senior Jarek Gozdieski lost a 3-1 heart-
breaker when Derek Ciavarro (North
Hunterdon) recorded a takedown in
the final seconds. Gozdieski then was
pinned by Jordan Rugo (Allentown)
in 5:40.

“Jarek had an opportunity to wrestle
in an atmosphere that most people

dream of and he competed hard. He
has a lot to be proud of and was able to
walk off the mat with his head held
high. His run through the region tour-
nament showed a lot of guts, and was
the product of four years of total com-
mitment and focus,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said. “Jarek was a
pleasure to coach and I was so glad to
be able to coach him in Atlantic City.”

Raider sophomore Sam Wustefeld
made a valiant attempt to come back
from an 8-0 deficit to Shane
Sosinsky (Northern Highlands) in
his opening 170-lb bout but fell
short, 10-5. Wustefeld then dropped
an 11-6 decision to Jala’a Darwish
(Passaic Valley). Sosinsky went on
to place second.

At 113-lbs, Cougar junior Anthony
Capece dropped a 6-3 decision to
Vic Lopez (West Orange), who re-
corded his 100th career win. Capece
then fell to Collin Wickramaratna
(Cherokee). At 120-lbs, Cougar jun-
ior Tom DiGiovanni got stung, 2-0,
in overtime by Ian Tolotti (Dumont)
then got stung even more viciously
when he dropped a 6-5 ultimate
tiebreaker to Anthony Croce
(Camden Catholic).

Cougar senior Kevin Doran was
pinned in 1:27 by Will Oxley (Chris-
tian Brothers) in his opening bout at
285-lbs then received a forfeit in his
first wrestleback. Doran then dropped
a 1-0 decision to Keith Swartley
(Cinnaminson). Cougar junior Mike

Nigro dropped a 9-0 majority deci-
sion to Ben Brisman (Pascack Hills)
at 138-lbs then lost a 9-5 decision to
Nick Legreaux (Passaic County Vo.
Tech).

After losing his first bout, 8-6, to
Dante Maninno (Gateway) at 106-
lbs, Roselle Park Panther Chris Gural
reeled off four straight wins to make
it to the third-place consolation bout
where he was pinned in 5:55 by Joe
Aragona (Pope John). Union Farmer
Dave Brown advanced to place eighth
at 285-lbs.

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
145: Mekhi Lewis (Bound Brook) d.
Michael O’Malley (Hasbrouck Heights),
3-1, OT.
152: Stephen Glasgow (Bound Brook)
md. Andrew Meyers (Toms River East),
16-6
160: Kyle Cochran (Paramus) d. Kyle
Bierdumpfel (Don Bosco), 3-2.

170: Joe Grello (Bergen Catholic) d.
Shane Sosinsky (Northern Highlands),
4-0.
182: Brandon Kui (DePaul Catholic) d.
Luke Drugac (Morris Knolls), 5-4.
195: Kevin Mulligan (Bergen Catholic)
d. Dean Drugac (Morris Knolls), 5-1.
220: Matt Correnti (Holy Cross) md.
Robert Merlise (Phillipsburg), 12-3.
285: Eric Chakonis (Don Bosco) d. Joe
Longobardi (River Dell), 6-4.
106: Joe Manchio (Seneca) d. Nick
Duca (Paulsboro), 5-4.
113: Sebastian Rivera (Christian Broth-
ers Academy) p. Patrick Glory
(Delbarton), 5:59.
120: Brandon Cray (Hamilton East) d.
Luke Raimo (Hanover Park), 5-2.
126: Nick Suriano (Bergen Catholic) d.
Ty Agaisse (Delbarton), 3-1.
132: Zach Firestone (Clearview) d.
Brandon Paetzell (Phillipsburg), 3-1.
138: Shane Griffith (Bergen Catholic)
d. Michael Van Brill (Clearview), 4-2.
Outstanding Wrestler: Nick Suriano,
Bergen Catholic, 159-0, fourth four-
time state champion

David B. Corbin (March 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPETING IN THE ELITE 12…Blue Devil John Barnes, left, ties up with
Derrik Russell (Jackson Memorial) in the NJSIAA 130-lb second round
wrestleback in 2009.
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Raiders

Blue Devils

Cougars

Cougar rolled straight to the title bout
and finished second and two Blue
Devils made determined comebacks
to place in the top-8.

Cougar junior Gavin Murray, com-
peting at 138-lbs, claimed a 9-5 deci-
sion over Connor Burkert (St. Peter’s
Prep) in the semifinals to square off
with Ron Gentile (Paulsboro) for the
138-lb championship. Murray gave it
a strong effort, but in the end Gentile
held on for a 7-5 victory. Blue Devils
Matt Barber (145-lbs) and Nick Velez
(152-lbs) took long journeys in their
quest for top-8 placements. Barber
reeled off a series of victories in the
wrestlebacks to place sixth and Velez
did the same to place fifth.

March 6, 1999: Blue Devil Onur
Tezucar captured his second Region
3 wrestling title, while Raiders Tony
Melendez and Jim Feeley earned their

first regional crowns in Union.
Tezucar topped Johnson’s Todd
DeWitt for the 154-lb crown.
Melendez defeated 132-lb Brandon
Kaufman of Delbarton via 6-5, crite-
ria decision. Feeley defeated Roselle
Park’s Mike Munoz, 6-1, for the
heavyweight crown.

March 2001: The Westfield High
School bowling team was named the
North 2 Team of the Year by The Star-
Ledger. Sophomore Matt Rothstein
was selected to the North 2 First Team
and junior Scott Villa was named to
the Second Team. The Blue Devils
won the Winter Classic in a field of 52
of the state’s finest teams at Carolier
Lanes in East Brunswick. After plac-
ing third in the Union County tourna-
ment, Westfield bounced back to cap-
ture the North 2 title then went on to
finish fifth in the state.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A TIE-UP...Blue Devil senior Jarek Gozdieski, left, locks horns with North
Hunterdon Lion Derek Ciavarro in his 160-lb preliminary bout at Atlantic City.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING OUT THE BACK DOOR...Cougar junior Vince Concina, left, comes
out the back door in his 145-lb preliminary bout with Tim Sutor of Buena.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANKLE PICKUP...Raider sophomore Sam Wustefeld, top, tries to control the
ankle of Shane Sosinsky in his 170-lb preliminary bout at Atlantic City.
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220 East Dudley Avenue, Westfield

Offered At $2,650,000

25 Barchester Way, Westfield

Offered At $899,900

792 Boynton Avenue, Westfield

Offered At $449,000

718 Warren Street, Westfield

Offered At $850,000

322 Hillside Avenue, Westfield

Offered At $2,199,000

862 Knollwood Terrace, Westfield

Offered At $1,088,000

900 Fox Hill Lane, Scotch Plains

Offered At $1,195,000

300 Woodland Avenue, Westfield

Offered At $2,299,000

954 Dunham Avenue, Westfield

Offered At $1,365,000

The Isoldi Collection.com
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Nutley Cracks Cougars’ Section Dreams, 73-67
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Blue Devils Ambush Warriors in Quarterfinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000631

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012869-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, N.A.,
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH COLON, JENNY MENA,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 04/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty Thousand Nine Hundred Thirty-Three and
43/100*** $430,933.43.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
STREET & STREET NO: 232 Haven Avenue
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 705, LOT:

19.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 54.00 feet x 92.50

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Mountain Av-

enue.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any):
US Bank Cust For BV001 Trust holds in the

amount of $503.40 as of 01/12/2015.
SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP-SEWER AC-

COUNT holds in the amount of $266.13 as of 12/
09/2015.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Eight Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Fourteen and 67/100***
$458,814.67 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/10, 03/17, 03/24
& 03/31/16 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000195

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036399-13

Plaintiff: OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: YVROSE THERMITUS, DELANDE

THOMPSON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eight Thousand Twenty-Three and 69/100***
$408,023.69.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of SCOTCH PLANS in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 177 VICTOR STREET,
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.

Tax LOT 6, BLOCK 4802
Dimensions of Lot: 0.165 AC
Nearest Cross Street: MOUNTAIN AVENUE
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Twenty-Two

Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Nine and 55/100***
$422,549.55 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
UDREN LAW OFFICES, P.C.
111 WOODCREST ROAD
WOODCREST CORPORATE CENTER
SUITE 200
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003
(856) 669-5400
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $157.08

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000296

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-034339-13

Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: SYLVIA OLIVER; MR. OLIVER,

HUSBAND OF SYLVIA OLIVER; OVERLOOK
HOSPITAL; CITIFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
N/K/A ONE MAIN FINANCIAL

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Six
and 85/100*** $384,346.85.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1767
Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 12 fka 14, BLOCK# 705 fka 13
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 54 X 130
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Haven Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Four Thousand

One Hundred Twenty-Two and 97/100***
$404,122.97 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000301

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-038187-13

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: JENNIFER GRAMBOR;

SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC; PERCY A
JARVIS, Jr; JOHN LARKIN, HIS/HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC.
D/B/A BENEFICIAL MORTGAGE CO.; ELIZA-
BETH SURGICAL GROUP LLC; VANZ, LLC-
APR10-SERIES01;

Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 06/29/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty-One Thousand Sixty-Three and 74/100***
$431,063.74.

THE PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED
IN: The Municipality of Fanwood, County of Union
and State of New Jersey.

COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 58 Glenwood
Road.

TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 72, LOT: 21.
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 109.78 feet x 65.01

feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Northeasterly

sideline of Rainier Road.
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty-Five Thou-

sand Seven Hundred Forty and 48/100***
$445,740.48 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HWY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000304

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012900-13

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
VS.
Defendant: HECTOR COLON; LEA COLON;

JESSICA SIERRA
Sale Date: 03/16/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/23/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Forty-Four Thousand Seventy-Four and 26/
100*** $444,074.26.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 1701 RARITAN
ROAD, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076-
2935.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 23, BLOCK 12302 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 39.27 FEET X 97.00 FEET X
211.28 FEET X 240.77 FEET X 289.18 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Manitou Way
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Fifty-Nine Thou-

sand Six Hundred Eighty-Nine and 63/100***
$459,689.63 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/18, 02/25, 03/03
& 03/10/16 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000381

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-0044796-14

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL ASSET SECURITIZATION
TRUST 2006-A4, MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-D
UNDER THE POOLING AND SERVICING
AGREEMENT DATED MARCH 1,2006

VS.
Defendant: SUSAN M. MACKAY; MR.

MACKAY, HUSBAND OF SUSAN N. MACKAY;
MICHAEL W. MACKAY; MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC AS
NOMINEE FOR QUICKEN LOANS INC., ITS
SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 03/23/2016
Writ of Execution: 11/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Thirty-
Eight Thousand One Hundred Thirty-Four and
27/100*** $638,134.27.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN of
WESTFIELD, County of UNION, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 223 SCOTCH
PLAINS AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090-4437

BEING KNOWN as LOT 26, BLOCK 2813
FKA 745 on the official Tax Map of the TOWN of
WESTFIELD.

Dimensions: 132.11 FEET X 51.00 FEET X
130.00 FEET X 51.00 FT.

Nearest Cross Street: FIRST STREET
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Eighty-Three

Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Two and 70/
100*** $683,582.70 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 02/25, 03/03, 03/10
& 03/17/16 Fee: $222.36

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000435

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-036260-10

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATIONS AS TRUSTEE FOR LUMINENT
MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-2

VS.
Defendant: LORENA CHAVEZ
Sale Date: 03/30/16
Writ of Execution: 03/12/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Five and 45/100***
$542,005.45.

The property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of GARWOOD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 320 WILLOW AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax Lot No. 20 in Block No. 404
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 40 X 100
Nearest Cross Street: EAST STREET
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly line of

Willow Avenue distant 160.00 feet westerly from
its intersection with westerly line of East Street
and running thence;

PRIOR-LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TAXES OPEN: $2,965.42
TOTAL AS OF November 18, 2015: $2,965.42
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Five Thou-

sand Two Hundred Seven and 49/100***
$565,207.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/03, 03/10, 03/17
& 03/24/16 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000646

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003896-13

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC
VS.
Defendant: JANICE PAPANDREA; MR.

PAPANDREA, HUSBAND OF JANICE
PAPANDREA; FIRST INDEMINITY OF
AMERICA INSURANCE COMPANY AND ANY
QUOTA SHARE PARTNER, AS INTEREST MAY
APPEAR; UNITES STATES OF AMERICA; JANE
TIBONI ESQ.; AMPER POLITZINER AND
MA1TIA LLP; JANET PAPANDREA; PNC BANK;
SCHENCK PRICE SMITH AND KING LLP;
APRUZZESE MCDERMOTT MAESTRO AND
MURPHY PC; FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT COM-
PANY OF MARYLAND; PATRICK B. ARD;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; BAYWAY LUMBER;

Sale Date: 04/06/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/26/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred Fifty
Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Six and 38/
100*** $550,826.38.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 629 STIRLING
PLACE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

It is known and designated as Block 4002, Lot
14.

The dimensions are approximately 50 feet
wide by 137 feet long.

Nearest cross street: Livingston Street
Prior lien(s): Sewer past due in the amount of

$180.84.
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty-Seven

Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Nine and 05/100***
$567,249.05 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN, LAVINTHAL & FRANKENBERG, LLC
105 EISENHOWER PARKWAY
SUITE 302
ROSELAND, NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 797-1100
4 T - 03/10, 03/17, 03/24
& 03/31/16 Fee: $212.16

She drove past defenders for bas-
kets. She dominated the glass with 22
rebounds. She drained eight 3-point-
ers, including some amazing fall away
bombs that were like daggers through
the heart.

The impossible task of stopping
Watson fell to freshman guard Lauren
Williamson, who had done such an
remarkable job two games earlier
against New Providence standout
Katie Kinum in the UCT semis. There
would be no repeat of those heroics
against Watson.

“Blair was incredible tonight,” said
MacLelland. “We tried our best
against her. We were supposed to
help out on her but she was so quick
in her decisions that it was hard to get
over to her. Every time we pulled
back into it she seemed to be able to
hit a big shot or kick it to an open
player for them.”

After a MacLelland lay-up,
Cranford led briefly at 5-4 just two
minutes into the contest. That would
be the Cougars only lead of the night.
The two teams traded baskets
throughout the opening quarter until
Watson’s lay-up ahead of the buzzer
gave the visiting Raiders a 14-12
lead.

In the second quarter, Nutley be-
gan to assert its will on the home
team. The Raiders gradually opened
up to an eight-point lead at 29-21.
Then Watson delivered a 3-pointer
with seconds remaining that sent
Nutley into the locker room with a
32-21 lead.

A large contingent of Nutley fans
roared their approval with every shot
Watson sank and the third quarter
provided plenty of opportunities for
them to cheer. Watson scored 14
points in the third quarter, including

WY Devilfish 8 and Unders
Compete in Mini-Meet

Thirty members of the Westfield
Area “Y” Devilfish Swim Team aged
eight and under participated in the 8U
Mini Meet hosted by Summit Area
“Y”, on February 28. Madelyn Lee
(50-breast), Catherine Ritter (25-
breast, 50-free), Logan Swenson (25-
free, 50-back) and Shae Trenery (50-
back, 100-back) were individual event
winners.

Other Top-8 finishes:
Girls: Sophia Fussman 6th place

(25-back); Alexa Gelinas 4th (50-
breast), 6th (50-fly); Madelyn Lee
1st (50-breast), 2nd (50-fly, 100-fly);
Brooke McAndrew 8th (100-free);
Jacqueline Moser 5th (100-free);
Catherin Ritter 1st (25-breast, 50-
free) 2nd (100IM); Simran Tangri 8th

(100-breast); Shae Trenery 1st (50-
back, 100-back) 3rd (100-breast);
Katie Twilley 6th (100-back); Kathryn
Williamson 4th (25-breast); Astrid
Wunderle 6th (100-breast) 7th (100-
free); Chloe Yu 8th (50-free, 50-fly);
Annie Zwally 8th (50-back); 3rd (200-
free relay – Yu, Lee, McAndrew,
Ritter); 3rd (200-medley relay –
Rebecca Xiong, Tangri, Wunderle,
Gelinas)

Boys: Duncan Callow 5th (25-
back), 6th (25-breast); Ben Duan 2nd
(25-breast); Sammy Faust 4th (25-
back, 25-free); Michael Fisher 2nd
(50-back), 3rd (50-fly), 5th (50-free);
Noah LeBlanc 8th (25-fly); Keaton
Shepherd 7th (50-breast, 100IM), 8th
(50-free); Logan Swenson 1st (25-
free, 50-back), 2nd (50-free); Hudson
Wilcomes 4th (50-breast), 7th (25-
fly); 1st (200-medley relay – Callow,
Duan, Swenson, Cederqvist)

For more information regarding the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish Swim
Team, please contact Brian Guidera,
Director of Competitive Aquatics and
Head Coach, (908) 233-2700. X263
or bguidera@westfieldynj.org .

lay-up then Mele, on an assist from
Murray, sank a 2-pointer to give the
Blue Devils a 26-7, first-quarter lead.

A 9-2 run early in the second quar-
ter, highlighted by a rebound and a
long pass from Mele to an open Hess
under the basket, made the score 35-
9. From that point, Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri began moving in-and-out
his reserves but the Blue Devils eas-
ily won the quarter, 19-10. Andrejs
Rumpeters scored two of his four

points in the quarter and Aiden
McDaniel bucketed two points.

The Warriors came alive in the
third quarter  and outscored the Blue
Devils 18-7, which included a 10-0
run and a pair of 3-pointers from
Rich Hare. Having closed the gap by
11 points but still trailing by 15, the
Warriors immediately went into their
fouling strategy at the start of the
fourth quarter. They soon discovered
that the wrong person to foul was

a fall away three point shot from the
top that put Nutley ahead 48-32 with
1:21 on the clock.

Rather than allow the fourth quar-
ter to become a countdown to cel-
ebration for the visitors, Cranford
came back with a flourish. The Cou-
gars quickly cut into the Raider lead
with MacLelland leading the way.
MacLelland put on a show that ri-
valed Watson’s performance during
this stretch as she scored 11 points in
four minutes to help pull Cranford to
within three, 58-55, with 3:19 re-
maining.

Cranford received great defense
up top from Camryn Wilchelns, who
stripped the Nutley ball handlers on
several occasions, with Pace and
Williamson also providing disrup-
tive harassment. But time and again,
Nutley had an answer for every Cou-
gar charge.

Three times in the final three min-
utes would Cranford cut the lead to
three points but they could never get
that one needed stop to pull closer.
The Cougars’ last best shot came
after a baseline jump shot by
Williamson cut the deficit to 70-67
with: 32 left. But Nutley calmly sank
three out of four free throws the rest
of the way.

“I’m so proud of these girls,” said
Dyer. “They never stopped fighting
in this one when they easily could
have. Their whole attitude was that
they had been in deeper holes than
this one before and that is how they
got back in the game quickly. It is a
great group and that is why they
accomplished so much this year.”

Wichelns had 15 points and
Williamson added 13 points for
Cranford, which finished its season
at 15-9. Pace will go on to play bas-
ketball at St, Marys, (NY).
MacLelland will play at Montclair
State University.
Nutley 14 18 16 25 73
Cranford 12   9 15 31 67

CYO CHAMPS...The Third Grade St. Helens Boy’s basketball team had a
terrific season and defeated St. Joe’s of Maplewood, 23-18, in the finals. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row; Austin Williams, Garrett Ferguson, Enzo Ferrero,
Connor Francis, Gavin Dwyer and Alex Meyer; second row, Brendan O’Connor,
Colin Coyle, Lincoln Meyers, Brody Henderson, Isaiah Louison and Declan
Quinn; third row, Coaches Romulo Ferrero, John Coyle and Jethro Ferguson.

East Orange Peels
Lady Blue Devils, 49-40

The second-seeded East Orange
High School girls basketball team
outscored the 10th-seeded Westfield
Blue Devils, 35-19, after three quar-
ters and held on to secure a 49-40
victory in the second round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament in East Orange on March 3.
Marvellous Osagie-Erese led East
Orange with 16 points, while Sarah
Crawford bucketed 14 points.

Amalia Montes led the Blue Devils
with 15 points and 10 rebounds. Molly
Ryan had 13 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and added three steals.
Danielle Rinaldi had four points and
four steals. Shannon Devitt had four
points, six rebounds and two steals.
Westfield   0 13   6 21 40
East Orange 10   6 19 14 49

Hess as he sank seven of eight from
the line, so they switched to Murray,
who sank two of four, which included
a successful free throw after being
fouled on a successful lay-up.

Next on the list would be a match-
up with third-seeded Newark East
Side, 71-56, victors over sixth-seeded
North Hunterdon in its quarterfinal
round. The showdown would be at
Westfield on March 5.

“The thing with Newark East Side

is they have a lot of young guys. I
don’t think they are as experienced as
we are. If we are shooting the ball
well, I don’t think they will be able to
stop us,” Mele said. “With our expe-
rience and shooting ability, if we play
like we did today, we are going to
come out and give them a good game.”

With his senior season of basket-
ball winding down and with the po-
tential of just a few games remaining,
Pierre said, “It’s been a heck of a ride.
I love basketball, I love football, I
love track but playing with these guys,
I’m going to miss it. I want to play
every single game like it’s my last.”

“It’s tough to think about that but
we want to end the same way we
ended our football career. We want
another championship, so we just got
to keep pushing, keep working hard,”
Norris added. “We want it. We want
that championship.”
Franklin   7 10 18 11 46
Westfield 26 19   7 15 67

East Side Cagers Jolt
Blue Devil Boys, 73-43
The second-seeded Westfield High

School boys basketball team’s sea-
son came to an end with a 73-43
setback to third-seeded Newark East
Side in the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament in Westfield on March 5. The
East Siders gave the 18-9 Blue Devils
a dose of their own medicine with a
barrage of 3-pointers predominantly
from the hand of Shamir Johnson,
who totaled 23 points, which included
six of the big ones.

Matt LaCorte led the Blue Devils
with 12 points, including a pair of
threes, while Parker Hess sank 11
points, including a pair of threes.
Owen Murray had nine points, 11
rebounds and three assists. Jelani
Pierre had five points and Nick Mele
had four points, three assists and three
steals.
East Side 21   7 23 22 73
Westfield 10 13   8 12 43

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLENTY OF WITNESSESS...A capacity crowd watches intently as Blue Devil senior co-captain Owen Murray, No. 15,
handles the ball in the game against the Franklin Warriors in Westfield on March 3.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A SUCCESSFUL SEASON...The Cranford Cougar girls line up after the game with Nutley. Although falling to Nutley in
the sectionals, the Lady Cougars highlighted their season with a Union County Tournament championship.
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

109 Retford Avenue, Cranford 

CLASSIFIEDS

Elegant Homes Realty Presents Open
House Sunday, March 13, 1 to 4 p.m.

A Must See! Elegant Homes Re-
alty presents a Magnificent Colonial
in desirable Wychwood location.

6 Bedroom, 4.5 Bathroom,
$1,099,000

Open House — Sunday, March 13,
1 to 4 p.m.

420 Wychwood Road, Westfield,
N.J. 07090

This bright and spacious home has
dual staircases, dentate moldings,
updated master bedroom with sky-
lights and master bathroom, hard-
wood floors throughout. Eat in
kitchen with glass conservatory with
views of park like backyard and cul-
de-sac. Stainless steel appliances and
granite countertops. Large open yard.

Covered front porch, two sunroom
areas and outside patio to enjoy in the
spring/summer. Family room with
fireplace and living room with fire-
place. Winding driveway leading to
the two-car garage. Large corner lot
with irrigation system and wonderful
mature trees. First floor au pair suite
with full bathroom. New gas furnace
and water tank and a full house back-
up generator.

A Must See! For more informa-
tion, contact: Eileen Ward-Conway
at Elegant Homes Realty LLC at (908)
233-5900.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/forms/bulletin

SEE THIS LOVELY HOME...420 Wychwood Road, Westfield, N.J.

Garwood Ex-Councilwoman, Dem,
Decries Councilman Mathieu, GOP

Councilman Mathieu has flip-
flopped on many issues during his
five years on the Garwood Borough
Council as other residents have
pointed out in previous letters to the
editor. He cannot even help flip-flop-
ping from one meeting to the very
next one! This time the issue at hand
is attorneys.

At the February 9 council meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu stated, “let’s stop
talking about lawyers and lawsuits,”
about the health benefits issue.

He wanted to dismiss the advice of
the borough attorney who at 1:04:58
of the video stated, “I can’t tell you
that it [the ordinance] would be law-
ful,” and proceeded to say, “the law
that was passed is very clear and the

Local Finance Notice that interprets
it is very clear that elected officials
who have, who were elected prior to
the operative date remain in the pro-
gram.”  

The operative date was May 21,
2010, which Councilman Petruzzelli
has been re-elected twice since. 

However, at the last meeting on
February 23, Mr. Mathieu voted no to
releasing the attorney’s letter advis-
ing the mayor and council on the
health benefits issue to the public on
the basis of “attorney-client privi-
lege.”

Doesn’t the public deserve to know
what the attorney said, especially
since the council appears it is about to
go against that advice as it voted 3-2
to introduce the ordinance to elimi-
nate health benefits for elected offi-
cials, targeting the one grandfathered
councilman (Mathieu, Cuccaro, and
Sarno voted yes, Martin and Todisco
voted no, and Petruzzelli abstained).

Where’s the transparency on the
part of Mr. Mathieu and Council-
woman Cuccaro who voted not to
allow the public to see the attorney’s
advice?

Apparently for Mr. Mathieu, attor-
neys don’t matter when you don’t
want them to and hide behind them
when you need to. Ironically, Mr.
Mathieu is an attorney.

Keep this in mind, as 2016 is Mr.
Mathieu’s election year.

Ann Tarantino
Garwood

U.S. Isn’t The Nation Described
By The Presidential Hopefuls

The United States of America is
the greatest country in the long his-
tory of the world. And this is no
exaggeration.

But to hear the presidential candi-
dates speak about our country you
would think that the United States of
America has had it. That it is in de-
cline.

But then presidential candidates as
with any other political candidates
want the voters to think that the worse
is at hand and only the candidate can
save the day. This is called dema-
goguery.

At some point such negative talk
becomes unpatriotic and even sub-
versive of the basic political and eco-
nomic order of the country. Not a
good thing to do if stability be the
high value that it should be.

Talk that one would expect in the
capital of some foreign adversarial
country. Moscow? Tehran?
Pyongyang? Beijing? Damascus?
Havana? Caracas?

I would hope that the American
people would have sense enough to
reject this nay saying and criticizing
and tearing down, but I am beginning
to wonder.

Let every American who buys into
the presidential campaign nonsense
go abroad and see conditions in other
countries. Even some countries held

high by presidential candidates and
others.

Perhaps, as an attorney-at-law
though retired, I know a thing or two
about legal systems. Ours is incom-
parably the most just. The most or-
dered. The most certain. The most
impartial. The most permissive of
appeals.

Perhaps as a political scientist hav-
ing taught American government in
college for more than three decades
and having researched my doctoral
thesis on the presidency, I know a
thing or two about American consti-
tutional government that has provided
us with a totally unrivalled political
stability. What is so missing in so
many other countries today.

Nor must we forget the enormous
contributions of our beloved country
in so many fields of human endeavor
whether it be in science or medicine
or industry or agriculture or the arts
or in civil rights or what have you.

No foreign adversary can destroy
us if we do not lose hope in America
the beautiful, the land of the free and
the home of the brave. For when we
begin to lose confidence in this
blessed country then we are on the
road that does not lead upward.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Probitas Verus Honos

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLANS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment (the “Board”) will hold a spe-
cial meeting and public hearing on March
24, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, Council Chambers, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, to
review and act upon an application for
preliminary and final major site plan ap-
proval and variances (“Application”) filed
by Plainfield Gas Realty LLC (“Applicant”)
for development of the property located at
2246 North Avenue, New Jersey, which
has been designated on the Township
Scotch Plains Tax Map as Block 8201, Lot
1 (the “Property”). The Property is located
in the R-3 Single Family Residence Zone.
Formal action on the Application may be
taken at the hearing.

Applicant proposes to demolish the ex-
isting gas station and improvements lo-
cated on the Property and to construct a
principal building of approximately 4,700
square feet that contains a convenience
store (approximately 2,500 square feet)
and a retail use (approximately 2,200
square feet).  Applicant also proposes a
motor vehicle service establishment (gas
station) to be associated with the conve-
nience store and related site improve-
ments, including, but not limited to, off-
street parking, landscaping, lighting, and
signage.

In addition to preliminary and final major
site plan approval, Applicant seeks use
variances pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-
70(d)(1) to permit the convenience store,
retail use, and motor vehicle service es-
tablishment where such uses are not per-
mitted in the R-3 zone, either individually
or collectively. Applicant also requests
(d)(2) and/or (d)(3) variances for those
uses to the extent deemed required. Appli-
cant also seeks bulk or “c” variances pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70(c) as follows:
(i) impervious coverage greater than per-
mitted; (ii) minimum front yard setback
less than required; (iii) parking in the front
yards along North Avenue and Hetfield

Avenue, where not permitted; (iv) number
of freestanding signs greater than permit-
ted; (v) maximum area of freestanding
signs for motor vehicle service establish-
ments greater than permitted; (vi) maxi-
mum freestanding sign height greater than
permitted; (vii) minimum freestanding sign
setback less than required; (viii) number of
façade signs greater than permitted; (ix)
number of directional signs greater than
permitted; (x) directional sign area greater
than permitted; (xi) overall commercial sign
area greater than permitted; & (xii) overall
sign area for motor vehicle service estab-
lishments greater than permitted.

Applicant reserves the right to seek, and
requests that this Application be deemed
amended to include and that the Board
grant, any additional determinations, ap-
provals, variances, waivers or exceptions,
continuation of any pre-existing non-con-
forming conditions, and modifications to
any conditions of any prior approval as
reflected on the filed plans and materials
(as same may be further amended from
time to time without further notice) and as
may be determined to be necessary dur-
ing the review and processing of the Appli-
cation.

When this case is called, interested par-
ties may appear, either in person or by
attorney, and present questions and evi-
dence, and make statements regarding
this Application. The hearing may be con-
tinued without further notice on such addi-
tional or other dates as the Board may
determine. The Application, plans, docu-
ments, and other materials will be avail-
able for public inspection, at least 10 days
prior to the hearing, at the Board secretary’s
office, located in the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, during regular busi-
ness hours, which are typically Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
weekdays.

Plainfield Gas Realty LLC
By: Jason R. Tuvel, Esq.

Gibbons P.C.
One Gateway Center

Newark, New Jersey 07102
(973) 596-4500

1 T - 3/10/16, The Times Fee: $86.70

PUBLIC NOTICE

WESTFIELD
Monday, February 22, a resident of the

1100 block of Boynton Avenue reported
being the victim of fraud. According to
the victim, an unknown suspect had con-
tacted her via her computer on February
17, claiming to be from a company with
the ability to fix computer viruses. The
victim stated that after providing her credit
card number and account information, a
payment of $400 was withdrawn from
her account. She later realized she had
been the victim of fraud.

Friday, February 26, police received a
report from a business on the 500 block
of East North Avenue concerning an in-
cident in which an individual tried to pass
what is believed to be a fraudulent money
order in the amount of $990.

Sunday, February 28, Rollanda
Bernadin, 26, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) pursuant to a motor vehicle
accident in the area of the 400 block of
West Broad Street. Bernadin was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible adult.

Monday, February 29, Ruben
Fontanes, 27, of South Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant after turning himself in to
Westfield authorities. He was processed
and released after posting $500 bail.

Monday, February 29, David C. Sousa,
24, of Union was arrested at the Union
Police Department on two Westfield traf-
fic warrants, with bail amounts of $98
and $95. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released, having posted the full bail
amount of $193.

Wednesday, March 2, a theft from an
unlocked motor vehicle was reported on
the 100 block of Lambert Circle. An
unknown suspect removed a Garmin GPS
unit, worth approximately $200.

Wednesday, March 2, an incident of
theft by deception was reported involv-
ing a business on the 200 block of East
South Avenue. The suspect took approxi-
mately $19.

Wednesday, March 2, a victim reported
an incident of identity theft to which she
was alerted when a company contacted her
and informed her that her personal informa-
tion had been compromised. No financial
loss was apparent at the time of the report.

Thursday, March 3, Ronald J.
Neiswenter, 52, of Westfield was ar-
rested at police headquarters after turn-
ing himself in on an outstanding Atlantic
City traffic warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $350 bail.

Thursday, March 3, Thomas Macken,
22, of Westfield was arrested at the Hill-
side Police Department on three Westfield
criminal warrants, with a total of $3,115
bail. He was taken before the Westfield
Municipal Court judge, who instituted a
payment plan for Macken and then re-
leased him on his own recognizance.

Thursday, March 3, Karnjit Singh, 23,
of Carteret was arrested on an outstanding
Newark traffic warrant, with bail of $2,500,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Clifton Street. Singh was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of bail.

Friday, March 4, Elijah Clowers, 31,
of Westfield was arrested on the 100
block of Elm Street and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS), identified by police as less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
and possession of drug paraphernalia. He
was issued summonses and released on
his own recognizance.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, February 29, Darryl Miller,

53, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with receiving stolen property.
Police arrested Miller following an investi-
gation into a cell phone that was stolen from
an East Second Street restaurant. Miller,
who police said was found to be in posses-
sion of the stolen phone and also had sev-
eral outstanding warrants, was arrested at a
Plainfield address and transported to police
headquarters for processing.

Wednesday, March 2, a Tussel Lane
resident reported a motor vehicle bur-
glary. The resident stated that sometime
during the overnight hours someone had
entered the unlocked vehicle and stole
personal items from within the vehicle.
The vehicle was parked in front of the
apartment at the time of the theft.

Saturday, March 5, Julianna Toro, 23,
of Piscataway was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia.
Police conducted a motor vehicle stop on
Rahway Road in which Toro was a pas-
senger. Following an investigation into
the odor of marijuana, Toro was found to
be in possession of a marijuana grinder,
authorities said. Toro was transported to
police headquarters for processing.

Sunday, March 6, Omar Warren, 26, and
Robert Hampton, 50, both of Newark, were
arrested on outstanding warrants. Police

had conducted a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 West and discovered both men in
the vehicle had active warrants. Both War-
ren and Hampton were transported to po-
lice headquarters for processing.

Sunday, March 6, Rukmal Perera, 28,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant. Police conducted a motor
vehicle stop on Rahway Road and dis-
covered Perera had an active warrant out
of South Plainfield Municipal Court.
Perera was transported to police head-
quarters and released after posting bail.

Sunday, March 6, Shawnelle Lagrande,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. Police were
in the process of conducting a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road when they ob-
served an object being thrown from the
passenger-side window. Police determined
that Lagrande had discarded a bag of
marijuana prior to being pulled over.
Lagrande was transported to police head-
quarters for processing.

FANWOOD
Sunday, February 28, a resident of the

50 block of Chetwood Terrace reported
that an unknown suspect had entered his
parked and unlocked motor vehicle and
removed electronic equipment valued at
$200.

Tuesday, March 1, Carlos Aldad-Acosta,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of North Plainfield following a
motor vehicle stop. Aldad-Acosta was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Tuesday, March 1, Tyshawn Jones,
40, of Elizabeth was arrested on an active
warrant out of Rahway following a motor
vehicle stop. Jones was processed, posted
bail and released.

Friday, March 4, Cesar Maliza-Palan,
51, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of North Plainfield
following a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Saturday, March 5, Fred Morton, Jr.,
48, of Linden was arrested on an active
warrant out of New Brunswick following
a motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and turned over to New Brunswick police.

Saturday, March 5, Michael Benbow,
35, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of South Plainfield following
a motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and turned over to South Plainfield police.

Sunday, March 6, Tyron Gardner, 28, of
Jersey City was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop at Terrill Road and George
Street for a motor vehicle violation. A
check of the driver showed he was provid-
ing a false name to the officer, police said.
A further check showed the driver had an
active warrant out of Scotch Plains. He was
arrested and charged by Fanwood police
with providing false information to a law
enforcement officer. Bail was set at $500.
The driver was transported to the Union
County jail pending his court hearing.

PRIVATE SOCCER LESSONS

I’m a Division 1 Harvard Alumni
with over 20 years of soccer
experience and 4 years of soccer
training experience. Located in
Westfield, NJ, I’m available for
1-2 hour private and group
lessons for boys and girls  all
ages. Please give me a call or
email me with any inquiries!

Caroline Albanese
(908) 416-2117

clalbanese@gmail.com

HOUSE CLEANING

Portuguese Cleaning Ladies
Sandra and Christina

Honesty, Excellent References,
Lots of  Experience.

Home or Office.
(908) 966-2423

HOUSE CLEANING

Do you need someone to clean
your house or apartment?

Excellent references.
Free Estimates! Good Prices!

Vanuza (973) 573-9112
Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

ASIAN ANTIQUES WANTED

All Other Antiques Welcome.
High Prices Paid for Asian Antiques
North Plainfield Antique Gallery
1006 RT22 E. North Plainfield, NJ
Ask for Joseph (973) 641-8053

Sacred Heart Univ.
Announces Dean’s List

FAIRFIELD, Conn. – Amanda
Womelsdorf of Westfield was named
to the Dean’s List of Sacred Heart
University.  Amanda is a sophomore.

Sacred Heart University, the sec-
ond-largest independent Catholic
university in New England, offers
more than 70 undergraduate, gradu-
ate, doctoral and certificate programs
on its main campus in Fairfield, Conn.,
and satellites in Connecticut, Lux-
embourg and Ireland.

Senior Art on View
At Cranford Library
CRANFORD — Works by mem-

bers of the Cranford Recreation
Department’s senior painting and
drawing class will be on display at the
Cranford Public Library through the
end of March. The library is located at
224 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The class meets in the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, on Tues-
days from 10 a.m. to noon. New
members are always welcome. For
more information about the class,
contact Lori Donnelly, the recreation
department’s senior program coordi-
nator, at (908) 709-7283.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Career Day Successful at
Park Middle School

SCOTCH PLAINS – This year’s
Career Exploration Day took place at
Park Middle School on February 19.
Eighth graders participated in a se-
ries of presentations from commu-
nity members and parent volunteers.

Throughout the day students lis-
tened to, asked questions, and dis-
cussed in small groups the benefits of
learning about different careers start-
ing in middle school.  To highlight a
few of the day’s presenters:  Dr. Karen
Kulikowski shared her career path in
dentistry, Dan Murphy shared his
work at Verizon in the Innovation
Program, and Scotch Plains Detec-
tive Brian Hayeck provided a look at
the daily decisions law enforcement

makes in Scotch Plains.
At the conclusion of the day, stu-

dents were asked to think about which
factors were most important in choos-
ing a career. One student’s response
was, “I believe the opportunity to
‘make a difference’ is the most impor-
tant. If you could improve the world
with your work, that is fantastic!”
Another student’s response was, “Sal-
ary and benefits are most important
because I will need to be able to make
money so I can live the life I want.”

The presenters were thanked for
sharing their insights in career plan-
ning with our students as they begin to
consider their transition to high school
at the end of this academic year.

SPF High School Students
Barcelona Exchange 2016

SCOTCH PLAINS – Eighteen stu-
dents from Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School traveled to Spain on Feb-
ruary 10 to participate in a student
exchange program with students from
Col. legi Sagrada Familia in Barcelona.
The students stayed in the homes of
their pen pals in Barcelona during the
10-day exchange, where they were
challenged to use their Spanish to

communicate while experiencing as-
pects of daily life. Numerous exciting
activities were packed into their whirl-
wind travel experience.

Students spent a couple days in
Madrid, Spain’s capital, where they
visited places of interest such as the
famous Prado museum, the Reina
Sofia Art Museum, and the Palacio
Real, attended (and participated in) a
Flamenco performance, and enjoyed
a traditional Tapas dinner.

From there, students traveled by
train to Barcelona where they met up
with their pen pals, stayed with their
host families, attended school and
facilitated presentations for classes
in Barcelona about life in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
experienced daily life as a typical
Spanish teenager.

Upon their return to the United
States, our student travelers will anx-
iously await the arrival of their
Barcelona pen pals, who will visit
Scotch Plains and Fanwood begin-
ning on March 9. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood families will then host the
Barcelona students during their 10-
day stay here.

PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR...The White House Commission on Presidential
Scholars and the United States Department of Education has named Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) senior, Daniel Zheng, left, a Candidate for
the United States Presidential Scholars Program. According to the letter received
by Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes from the U.S. Department of
Education, this recognition is “to recognize and honor some of our nation’s most
distinguished graduating seniors.” Scholars are chosen on the basis of their
accomplishments in many areas such as academic and artistic success, leadership,
and involvement in school and the community, and they represent excellence in
education and the promise of greatness in America’s youth. Daniel is pictured
with  SPFHS David Heisey.

DAY OF DISCOVERY...The Brunner School PTA hosted a science and engi-
neering day at Brunner Elementary School on February 20. Students explored
concepts in magnetism while they raced cars with magnets using opposite poles,
they also got a first hand look at the inner workings of computers at a “take apart
station”, experimented with electricity by making circuits, programed comput-
ers, and much more. Also a hit at Day of Discovery was the opportunity to visit
the Starlab Planetarium. Starlab is an inflatable planetarium that students and
parents can enter and be taken millions of miles away to the far reaches of our
Solar System. Charlene Hall, third grade teacher at Brunner School, led the
explorations in Starlab while Garrett Lesnevich led the parent volunteers who
facilitated inquiries in the multi-purpose room. When Starlab was finished at
Brunner, it was packed up and taken to Park Middle School where science
teachers, Peggy Brown and John Scholtz, were able to share this experience with
their sixth grade scientists.

Cranford HS Fashion Show
To Benefit Project Grad.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Admin.
Educates on Cyber Safety

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School seniors will model the latest
prom attire on Friday, March 18, as
the annual Cranford High School
Senior Fashion Show takes the stage
to benefit Project Graduation.

“We Are the Kids of America” is
the theme of the fashion show, which
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the high school
auditorium. Along with modeling
prom dresses and tuxes, the show
will feature student dance and musi-
cal performances.

An annual Cranford High School
tradition, the Senior Fashion Show
benefits Project Graduation, a drug-
and alcohol-free celebration on
graduation night, open to all gradu-
ates. Project Graduation and the Se-
nior Fashion Show are organized by
volunteers, and supported by the
Cranford community.

More than 140 senior class mem-
bers will be the fashion models, wear-

ing prom dresses and tuxes loaned by
area formal wear stores. Local salons
donate their services to provide hair
styling for girls. Prom limousines
and “party buses” will be on display
outside the school prior to the show.

Tickets for the fashion show are
$10, and may be purchased at the
Cougar Headquarters store on Cen-
tennial Avenue; through Cranford
High School’s senior class advisors;
or through any Cranford High School
senior class member. Tickets will also
be available at the door.

Cranford High School is located at
201 West End Place, Cranford.

For further information on the Se-
nior Fashion Show, please contact
Dawn Beresford at
dberes1@verizon.net. For further in-
formation on tickets, please contact
Cathy Triano at
cktriano@verizon.net, or Toni
Sprague at ksprague4@verizon.net.

Special Edu. Awareness
Expo Set for March 16th

EDISON – Maggie Granados, As-
sistant Head of School for Lower and
Upper School at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge (W-H) School in Edison,
made a lively and informative pre-
sentation, Not By The Book, in the
Hot Topics series at the W-H Parents'
Association meeting on Feb. 23 in
the Oakwood Room.

Mrs. Granados informed the audi-
ence about the many factors associ-
ated with "Understanding the
iGeneration" and provided useful tips
about the best ways for parents to
achieve balance in their children's
digital lives.

She shared alarming statistics about
the number of total media hours chil-
dren of different ages spend each day.
This "sensory bombardment" often
leads to internet addiction, which af-
fects how children communicate, so-
cialize and learn. Mrs. Granados noted
that parenting has become more diffi-
cult due to all of these factors.

Mrs. Granados concluded by ad-
vising parents to set rules, limit tech-
nology use, ask their children what
they think and set consequences for
violations in advance. All of this
should lead to more tech-free conver-
sation time at the dinner table.

WESTFIELD – The 23rd Annual
Awareness Expo is scheduled to take
place on Wednesday, March 16 at
Edison Intermediate School, 800
Rahway Avenue, Westfield from 7
p.m. to 9:45 p.m.  Presented by the
Westfield PTC — Special Education
Committee, the Awareness Expo will
provide parents and educators of spe-
cial needs children with information
and resources to aid in their ongoing
education and growth. The expo is
open to the public and is free of
charge.

Since 1993, the Awareness Expo

has showcased distinguished speak-
ers ranging from highly acclaimed
psychologists and educators to finan-
cial experts and attorneys whose var-
ied insights empower parents and edu-
cators to better serve their children.

“The goal of the Expo has always
been to educate the community about
issues that impact our students and
their ability to succeed. Last year we
had more than 300 attendees and we
expect a similar level of interest this
March. Based on feedback, we are
adjusting the format slightly to help
focus the discussions and accommo-
date larger audiences for the most
popular speakers” says Lisa Wendel,
Chair of the Special Education Com-
mittee.

The Expo will feature the follow-
ing well-regarded specialists who will
present their topics twice during the
evening in two separate break out
sessions:

The Dream Team - Collaboration
Between Parents, Teachers and Stu-
dents with Michael Osit, Ed.D.,
Nicole Osit Liebman, MA, Ed.S.,
and Matthew Liebman, Psy. D.

Managing Anxiety and
DepressionPractical Strategies for
Home and School with Robert
Zambrano, Psy. D.

Medicate or MediateMaking the
Best Choices for Optimal Behavioral
Outcomes with Dr. Hayley Cohen,
MD.

We Have an App for That - Using
Technology for Independence with
Randy Palmer, Special Education &
Computer Specialist, The Children’s
Institute.

The Westfield PTC Special Educa-
tion Committee will also award the
“Make a Difference Award” to
Kathryn Brennan, posthumously, an
educator who dedicated her profes-
sional life to fostering, educating and
supporting special needs children.
This award is given annually to an
individual or group who displays ex-
emplary efforts in support of Special
Education.

All programs have been approved
for professional development hours.

For additional information email
specialedparents@westfieldnjk12.org.

SAVE
$100*
WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 4/15/16*

©2016 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT 
is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 

SPRINGFIELD
973-258-0100

MORRISTOWN
973-292-9500

LIVINGSTON
973-994-2900

BRIDGEWATER
908-725-3900

EDISON
732-906-0900

VERONA
973-785-8700

FOR BETTER GRADES 
AND TEST SCORES
GET HELP NOW!
Make the next report card the best yet! If your child 

is having trouble keeping up in school or you think 

they need to sharpen their study skills, Huntington can 

help your student get on track right now.  Since 1977, 

Huntington has helped students K-12 improve their 

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES

•Thorough academic evaluations

•Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs

•

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills 

Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry - Trigonometry 

Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 

Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP
SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - State Tests 

Advanced Placement (AP) - SSAT - ISEE 

HSPT - GED - ASVAB - PARCC

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

GET THE 
BEST REPORT

CARD EVER

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

1-877-395-1715

BIG PLANS
For Your Retirement
BIG PLANS
For Your Retirement

A non-profit community serving people of all faiths 
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

The Cypress
• Modern kitchen
• Windows for lots of light

• Porches overlooking a beautiful vista
• Two-car Garage

Enjoy a carefree lifestyle with a variety
of leisure, social and educational
opportunities and have peace of

mind knowing that a full
continuum of health services

is on-site if ever needed.

Open House
Saturday

March 12, 2016
10 am - 3 pm

Two plans in one - a spacious floor plan
and a plan in place for your future

Concordia University Ann
Arbor Releases Honors List

www.goleader.com

ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia
University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Honors List for the
first semester of the 2015-2016 aca-
demic year.

Among the area students named to
the list were:  Ryan Bjellquist-Led-
ger, of Garwood, majoring in Exer-
cise Science

Founded in 1963, Concordia Uni-
versity Ann Arbor, 4090 Geddes
Road, Ann Arbor, is affiliated with
The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. The school is located on 187
acres alongside the Huron River.

Friends of the Scotch Plains Public Library
1927 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-5007

& ADULT

GIANT BOOK SALE

          Saturday March   12 9 a.m. 4 p.m.

          Sunday March   13 12 p.m. 3 p.m.
(and continues during the Giant Sale dates below)

ADULT GIANT BOOK SALE

Wednesday March 16 4 p.m. 8 p.m. Members Presale!*

Thursday March 17 9 a.m. 8 p.m. Sale opens to all!

Friday March 18 9 a.m. 4 p.m.  All books half price!

Saturday March 19 9 a.m. 3 p.m. $7 bag sale all day!

*Friends of SPPL & Fanwood Friends & new members may join at the door

Thousands of Used Books 

~ Hard Cover from $2.00 / ~ Paperback from 75¢
Large Selection of CDs & DVDs. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on March
7, 2016 adopted the following resolutions
for applications acted upon at the Febru-
ary 1, 2016 meeting.

PB 15-19  354 East South Avenue,
LLC, 352 & 354 South Avenue East,
Block 4003, Lots 7 & 8. Applicant sought
preliminary and final major site plan ap-
proval with variance relief to construct a
new 1.5 story mixed-use building at 354
South Avenue, East, consisting of office/
retail space on the first floor, two second
floor apartments and one attic apartment
and construction of a 17 space parking
area on lots 7 & 8. Applicant sought vari-
ance relief from the following sections of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow: 17 off-
street parking spaces where 18 by zone
and 21.3 are required by RSIS for Lots 7 &
8 (§17.02C); a side yard setback for lot 8 of
10.7 feet where a minimum of 11.27 feet is
required (§11.28E2); to allow 10 off-street
parking spaces for Lot 8 where 16 are
required by zone and 13 are required by
use (§17.02B4) and to allow a front yard
setback for lot 8 of 10.9 feet where 8 feet is
required (§11.28G4). Application approved
with conditions.

PB 15-21 1620 Properties, LLC, 502
East Broad Street, Block 2311, Lot 16.
Applicant sought preliminary and final
major site plan approval with variance re-
lief to renovate the existing property for
business use on the first floor and residen-
tial use on the second floor. Applicant
sought variance relief from the following
sections of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow: an all improvement coverage of
35.4% where a maximum of 30% is al-
lowed (§11.20E11& §12.04G); to allow
recycling and refuse to be located in the
side yard where rear yard location is re-
quired (§15.05A); to allow two signs where
one is allowed (§16.04F); to allow a sign
area of 6.25 square feet where a maximum
of 6 square feet is allowed (§16.04F4c); to
allow a vertical dimension of a wall mounted
sign of 2.5 feet where a maximum of 2 feet
is allowed (§16.04Fe); to allow 13 parking
spaces where 23 are required (§17.02B2);
to allow parking in the side yard and street
side yard  where parking is not allowed
(§17.02B4) and to allow a setback of 2.5
feet for a parking area where a minimum of
5 feet is required (§17.03C4). Application
approved with conditions.

PB 15-26 Malcolm Borlenghi, Trustee
Malcolm Borlenghi Family Trust, 815 &
819 Standish Avenue, Block 509,  Lots
16 & 17. Applicant sought minor subdivi-
sion approval to adjust the lot line between
the two lots by conveying approximately
4,350 square feet of property from lot 17 to
lot 16. Application approved with condi-
tions.

PB 15-27 Limani Seafood Grill, 235
North Avenue, West, Block 3103, Lot
10. Applicant sought minor site plan ap-
proval to allow minor improvements to the
building façade including awnings and wall
signage and a parking waiver for the in-
creased deficiency in off-street parking
spaces. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $71.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 16-01-S
PUBLIC FINANCE

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey on March 7, 2016 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the va-
lidity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement. Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for members of the general public
who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
PROVIDING AN APPROPRIA-
TION OF $965,000 FOR VARI-
OUS CAPITAL IMPROVE-
MENTS FOR AND BY THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD IN
THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY AND, AUTHO-
RIZING THE ISSUANCE OF
$489,250 BONDS OR NOTES
OF THE BOROUGH FOR FI-
NANCING PART OF THE AP-
PROPRIATION.

Purpose(s): Various road improvements
including but not limited to Madison Av-
enue, including curbs and sidewalks, in-
cluding milling and paving; site remediation
at the Department of Public Works garage;
various road improvements, including but
not limited to MacLennan Place, including
curbs and sidewalks, including milling and
paving; and streetscape on South Avenue
between Martine Avenue and Terrill Road.

Appropriation: $965,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $489,250
Grants (if any) Appropriated: (a)

$220,000 expected to be received from
the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation, (b) $200,000 expected to be re-
ceived from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (Federal Government) and
(c) $30,000 expected to be received as a
Union County Infrastructure Grant.

Section 20 Costs: $50,000
Useful Life: 17.90 Years

Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T - 3/10/16, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, March 23, 2016 at 7:30PM in
the Borough of Garwood Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the
Combined Planning and Zoning Board of
the Borough of Garwood for use variance
and bulk variance approvals (Sections 106-
91B: multi-family use not permitted in RA
Zone; 106-91C(8): maximum floor area –
3,500 square feet. permitted, 27,020
square feet proposed; 106-91A: density –
8 units per acre permitted, 9 units per acre
proposed; 106-91C(5): principal building
height – 2.5 stories/30 feet maximum, 3
stories/36 feet proposed), in addition to
preliminary and final site plan approval,
and such other variances, relief and/or
waivers that may be required upon an
analysis of the plans and testimony at the
PUBLIC HEARING on the Application sub-
mitted by the Applicants/Owners, Sandro
Villaraut and Angela Villaraut, for the prop-
erty located at 484 Fourth Avenue, Block
102, Lot 10 on the Tax Map of the Borough
of Garwood. The Applicants are proposing
to construct an age-restricted, multi-family
development consisting of nine (9)
townhouses on the property.

When the case is called, you may ap-
pear either in person or by agent or attor-
ney and present any objections which you
may have to the granting of this Applica-
tion. The Board does, however, have the
right to exclude repetitious testimony. The
Application materials are on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the Planning/
Zoning Office located in the Borough of
Garwood Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, during
that Office’s normal business hours.

Stephen F. Hehl, Esq.
HEHL & HEHL, P.C.,

Attorneys for the Applicants
1 T - 3/10/16, The Leader Fee: $41.82
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Youth Art Month
Celebrated in Westfield

CHESS CHAMPS...Holy Trinity School captured second place in the New Jersey
Junior High School Chess Championships held February 21 at Brookdale Com-
munity College in Lincroft. In addition, Holy Trinity's team finished in third place
in the Elementary Division (K to six) and in sixth place in the Primary Division (K
to three) of the NJ Elementary Chess Championship. Representing the team in the
Primary Division for grades K through 3 were Kevin Aby, Larry Del Rossi,
Andrew Demetrick, Chris Spencer, and Theodor Touhey. They combined for 7
points (of a possible 15). Playing in the Elementary Division for students up to
grade 6 were Sebastian Cortes, Hannah Cumming, Angelika Demetrick, Daniel
Fannick, and Alec Touhey. They combined for 11.5 points (of a possible 20).
Playing in the Junior High Division for students up to grade 8 were Daniel Cao,
Alex Cumming, Ryan Bergh-Thies, Owen Mitchell, and Sebastian Agasino. They
combined for 11 points (of a possible 20). Alec Touhey finished 2nd place overall
in the Elementary Division with 4.5 points (out of 5); and Chris Spencer (3 points)
finished 1st among first graders in the Primary Division. The competition is open
to public and private school teams from across the state with over 250 students
participating in the competition.

Registration and Auditions
For CDC Junior Theatre

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Public Schools are celebrating the
nationally acclaimed Youth Art
Month with colorful and creative
displays throughout the downtown
area.  Paintings, draw-
ings, sculpture, and
painted furniture de-
signed by approxi-
mately 300 students
from Westfield’s ten
public schools are dis-
played by 34 down-
town merchants as
well as The Westfield
Memorial Library
and RMC Studios in
Garwood, who volun-
teered their window
or display space for
the month of March.

“Youth Art Month is a time to
celebrate the creative work of our
children,” explained Linda King,
Supervisor of Fine Arts for the
Westfield Public Schools.  “The art-
work represents children of all lev-
els of age and ability.  It is chosen
by our art teachers for various rea-
sons:  work ethic, commitment to
the project at hand, proficiency,
emotional uplifting, and appropri-
ate medium for the chosen store. I
am honored and pleased with the

work of our dedicated educators,
the children whose work is dis-
played, and the many supporting
community members who give of
their valuable time to make this

event occur each year,”
added Dr. King.

In coordination with
Youth Art Month, RMC
Studios in Garwood is
hosting an Open House
for the general public to
view student artwork in
unique gallery settings.
An evening of Art and
Music at RMC, 207 Cen-
ter Street in Garwood
will be held on Friday,
April 1, from 6 PM to 8
PM.

A nationwide tradition
that began more than 50 years ago,
Youth Art Month emphasizes the
value of art education and encour-
ages support for school art programs
according to www.arteducators.org.

Shoppers in downtown Westfield
can enjoy art creations such as these
during Youth Art Month in March,
when paintings, drawings, sculp-
ture, and painted furniture designed
by approximately 300 students from
Westfield’s 10 public schools are
on display in merchants’ windows.

Scotch Plains Residents Earn Gold
Medal from  Royal Conservatory
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Royal

Conservatory Music Development
Program congratulates 15-year-old
Scotch Plains residents Victoria Tian
and Divya Narayanan, who earned a
National Gold Medal for scoring the
top mark in the country on the Level
7 Flute and Level 8 Flute
assessments,respectively. They were
recognized for their achievement on
Music Development Program assess-
ments at a special ceremony at

Carnegie Hall on February 20.
Divya takes music lessons with Chia-

Hsiu Wan and Victoria studies with
Flora Pollack.

National Gold Medals are awarded
each academic year to Music Devel-
opment Program students in Prepara-
tory A and B and Levels 1 to 10 who
achieve the highest standard of excel-
lence in the United States. Eligible
candidates must score at least 80 per-
cent on their assessment and must have
completed the co-requisite theory re-
quirements for their respective level
and discipline. Sixty-nine students
earned National Gold Medals this year,
eight of whom are from New Jersey.

In addition to recognizing the top
scorers in The Royal Conservatory
Music Development Program, Na-
tional Gold Medals honor music
teachers across the United States for
the time and effort put into training
their students. The Royal Conserva-
tory Music Development Program
provides a recognized national stan-
dard of success in music study from
beginner to advanced levels. It in-
spires excellence through individual
student assessments that are central
to the program while also supporting
teachers with high-quality and inno-
vative resources. The Royal Conser-
vatory Music Development Program
allows students to measure and cel-
ebrate accomplishment and track their
progress across the country. All stu-
dents and teachers across the United
States are invited to participate. To
learn more, visit
MusicDevelopmentProgram.org.

CRANFORD – Registration is
open for CDC Junior Theatre’s
June productions of Footloose, for
a teen cast and High School Musi-
cal Jr for younger students.

Footloose dances to the rockin’
rhythm of its Oscar and Tony-nomi-
nated top 40 score and is open
through audition to students in grades
eight through college. Auditions will
be held at CDC Theatre, 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford on Wednesday,
April 18 at 6 p.m. and Saturday,
April 16 at 11 a.m. Callbacks will be
by invitation only at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 16. Auditioners are asked
to prepare 32 bars of a musical the-
atre song of your choice and be
prepared to dance. Performance

dates will be Friday and Saturday
June 10 and 11. If cast there is a
$125 production fee.

High School Musical Jr. is open
to students in grades three through
sevent and no prior performance
experience is necessary. Once reg-
istration is complete, the partici-
pants will be taught songs from the
show and cast during the first week
of rehearsals. All rehearsals will
be at CDC Theatre on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. and performances will be Sat-
urday, June 4. There is a $225 par-
ticipation fee and space is limited.

Visit www.cdctheatre.org for ad-
ditional information and registra-
tion forms.

ume. Mr. Newfeld proves he is a
consummate actor.

Guildenstern, traditionally played
by a male, is brought to life by Chris-
tine Danelson, a natural on stage. Her
banter with Hamlet is the perfect re-
flection of the two characters being
pals.

As a gravedigger, veteran actor
Howard Smith brings the requisite
humor that Shakespeare’s perfor-
mances at the Globe Theater de-
manded. Adding to the revenge sub-
plot theme is Laertes’ plan to kill
Hamlet for killing Polonius. Mr.
Hackler does a fine job of emoting
rage. With excellent fight choreogra-
phy designed by Michael Serpe, Mr.
Hackler and Mr. Gallinot are breath-
takingly real.

The subplot of love/rejection of
Ophelia by Hamlet sheds light on the
madness of both characters. Ophelia’s
madness, done with finesse and pol-
ish by Ms. Reeves, is even more poi-
gnant by delivery of Gertrude’s words
by Ms. Stringer that she had hoped to
have her as a daughter- in-law.

If only all students could see a
production of Shakespeare’s work
presented this passionately, there
would be no need for CliffNotes, or
SparkNotes, the “cheat sheets” from
the Internet. They would be on the
edge of their seats to see what hap-
pens next.

***
Hamlet continues at UCPAC’s

Hamilton Stage in Rahway Fridays
and Saturdays, March 11 and 12, and
18 and 19. For tickets, call the Box
Office at (732) 499-8226 or online at
www.ucpac.org.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Union Catholic PAC Presents
Bring It On: The Musical

EDISON -- The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School held its third an-
nual INDIE Film Festival on
Wednesday night at the South Or-
ange Performing Arts Center
(SOPAC) in South Orange.

The student filmmakers were es-
corted to the venue in limousines
and entered SOPAC on a red carpet
prior to the film showcase. They
posed for pictures on the red car-
pet as the event took on the aura of
a night at the Oscars.

Awards were presented to stu-
dents in the following categories:

Best Narrative – My Brother
Kwame, directed by Nathaniel
Nyema of Edison, Claude Djan of
Scotch Plains, Aryan Vavila of
Bridgewater and Abdur Sajid of
Carteret.

Best Non-Narrative – Imagine
the Arts, directed by Emilia Tobey
of Scotch Plains.

Best Director – Zishan Sajid of
Carteret and Raphael Genty of
Scotch Plains, for Convergence.

Best Cinematography – Astitva
Soni of Edison and Akash Dalal of
Scotch Plains, for Trigger.

Best Editing – Emilia Tobey of
Scotch Plains, for Imagine the Arts.

Best Picture – TIE – My Brother
Kwame and Trigger.

Best Commercial (Open to 5th

Graders)  – Varleine Coq of
Woodbridge, Chiupong Huang of
Edison, Vineeth Reddy of Edison
and Nicholas Vargas of Dunellen.

There were 12 films in the festi-
val, which was open to students in
grades 5-12. Nearly 400 specta-
tors filled SOPAC for the event,
which was sponsored by the
Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents’ Asso-
ciation.

Amuse Chef Receives
Culinary Distinction

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic Performing Arts Company pre-
sents its spring musical Bring It On:
The Musical. Set in the high stakes
world of competitive high school
cheerleading, Bring It On: The Musi-
cal tells the story of Campbell, cheer
captain and most popular girl at afflu-
ent Truman High School. Before she
can lead her award-winning squad to
another win at Nationals, tragedy
strikes: School redistricting forces
Campbell to transfer to the multi-
ethnic Jackson High School. Knocked
off her throne as teen queen, Campbell
tries to make sense of her new “out-
sider” status. With a national title on
the line, Campbell must convince
Danielle, Jackson’s “it-girl” and
leader of hip-hop dance troupe The
Crew, to start a cheerleading squad
and help bring on some sweet re-
venge.

The show is directed by Maryann
C. Carolan ’86 and Edward Sagendorf
’07 and produced by John Rotondo
‘07. Additional staff members include
Music Director Larry N. Rothweiler,

Choreographer Jeanette Rudnicki ’09,
Technical Director Leonard Tate ’04,
Associate Technical Director
Jonathan Sagendorf ’11, and Assis-
tant Technical Director Rebecca
Faller. Stars of the show include:
Elizabeth Bart ’16 of Metuchen as
Campbell, Elizabeth Pollard ’18 of
Maplewood as Danielle, Deirdre Pepe
’17 of Scotch Plains as Bridget, Lexi
Marta ’17 of Scotch Plains as Eva,
Kaitlin Waldron ’16 of Colonia as
Skyler, Lauren Guerra ’17 of Warren
as Kyler, Crisbenia Pimentel ’16 of
Springfield as Nautica, Neill Lynskey
’16 of Cranford as Randall, Bailey
Ramirez ’16 of Rahway as Cameron,
Makay Johnson ’18 of Roselle as
Twig, Steven Pego ’17 of Newark as
La Cienega, and Brian Power ’18 of
Fanwood as Steven.

Bring It On will be performed week-
ends, March 11, 12, 18 and 19 at 7
p.m. and March 13 at 3 p.m. Tickets
can be purchased by phone (908)
889-1600 or online at
www.showtix4u.com and at the box
office before all performances.

WESTFIELD – Each year for the
past 20 years, the International Acad-
emy of Gastronomy (AIG), an inter-
national federation of gastronomic
academies, has honored a tiny hand-
ful of chefs from around the world as
its “Prix au Chef de L’Avenir,” or
loosely translated, its Leading Chefs
of the Future. The award recognizes
the hottest emerging chefs from
around the world. This year, AIG
named Christopher John “C. J.”
Reycraft, Jr., chef and managing part-
ner of Westfield-based restaurant
Amuse, a modern brasserie, as one of
its 2016 “Prix au Chef de L’Avenir.”

Mr. Reycraft is the only American
chef to receive this distinction in the
past two years, and the first New
Jersey chef recognized. Since 1996,
AIG has only honored two other chefs
from the continental U.S. The last
American chef to receive this honor
was Chef Todd Gray of Washington,

D.C.’s upscale New American
kitchen, Equinox, in 2014.

This year, Mr. Reycraft joins chefs
from France, Spain, Italy, Greece,
Portugal, Brazil, Belgium, Poland and
Switzerland, in being honored.

“I am truly humbled to receive this
great honor, and I will work diligently
to represent the previous winners of
this prestigious award,” said Mr.
Reycraft.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NOT IN KANSAS...The Franklin Elementary School PTO recently sponsored the
fifth grade’s two energetic, sold-out performances of The Wizard of Oz at the
school on Prospect Street. It featured the talents of Olivia Mazzola as Dorothy,
Lucas Huber as Toto, Ethan Stack as the Tin Man, Bella Jarecki as the Lion,
Sophia Nicosia-Garcia as the Scarecrow, Bill Biasi as the Wicked Witch and many
other dedicated students who participated both on stage and behind the scenes.
The show kept true to the beloved classic while also infusing a modern edge and
dose of humor, resulting in standing ovations. The production was led by the vision
and creative drive of director (and Franklin parent) Emma Schwartz, who has
over 20 years’ experience on stage and screen in the U.K. and U.S. She was
supported by a talented staff of parents including choreographer Gail Brickman,
music director Ronit Horowitz, costume designer Tracey Shankman, and pro-
ducer Noelle Mora. The show was an extension of the school’s STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) program with an emphasis on the arts.
The performance was a special tribute in memory of Lorraine Mazzola, a parent
who had spent countless hours creating and directing shows at Franklin. She had
also initiated the “Readers' Theatre Club,” which continues to enrich the lives of
Franklin students today.

Mountainside Student Makes
Merrimack Dean's List

NORTH ANDOVER, Mass. –
Casey Hewett of Mountainside has
achieved the status of Dean's List for
the fall 2015 semester at Merrimack
College.

To be named to the Dean's List, a
student must earn a 3.25 GPA or higher
based on a 4.0 grading system.

Founded in 1947 by the Order of
St. Augustine, Merrimack College is

a private, selective college located
just minutes from Boston in North
Andover, Massachusetts. The Col-
lege offers 40 undergraduate majors
in liberal arts, science and engineer-
ing, business, and education; gradu-
ate programs in education and social
policy, business, science and engi-
neering and part-time degree comple-
tion programs.

Wardlaw Announces
Film Festival Winners

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Hamlet
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Not Your Father’s Shakespeare
By a Longshot at UCPAC

Tribute Opens at Westfield
Community Players

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY – Shakespeare’s trag-
edy, Hamlet, with the familiar “To be
or not to be…soliloquy.” Ho hum.
Been there, seen that. Oh no you
haven’t, not the way Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) at
the Hamilton Stage Theater in Rahway
is presenting it. It looks more like “2
B or not 2 B.” Under the creative
genius of Fearless Productions Di-
rector Brian Remo, the high school
reading staple has been reinvented
and staged uniquely to make it a relat-
able, vibrant night of theater.

With contemporary clothing and a
dark set consisting of recycled chairs
and a table, the director calls it a
“post-apocalyptic mind set” in which
he wanted to go guttural. “Everything
is reclaimed and recycled…the rail-
ing is constructed from the old arms
of the seats from the original UCPAC
theater,” he explained in an email.

The set may be an “emotional play-
ground of elevations” as he put it, but
the focus of the three-act tragedy is
still the desperation, disillusionment
and madness of the title character
played brilliantly by Garret Gallinot.
The passion and madness of the hero
is brought to life thrillingly by an
actor who knows this character thor-
oughly and helps the audience under-
stand his motivation and thoughts –
whether celestial or corporal. Mr.
Gallinot’s use of voice, body and face
are simply masterful.

Hamlet fits the model of the re-
venge play, a genre popular in the
Elizabethan period in which the hero
must avenge an evil deed; there must
be scenes of death and insanity; there
need to be sub plots including a play
within a play and, ultimately, the vio-
lent death of the hero. So much for a
spoiler alert.

Yet this isn’t only a play about

Hamlet’s avenging his father’s death.
His world has been upended with the
death of his father and the quick mar-
riage of his mother Gertrude (Kristine
Stringer) to her brother-in-law
Claudius (Frank Blauer), so he tries
to sort out the truth and uses a play
within the play ruse to confirm his
suspicions about the murder.

Mr. Gallinot’s Hamlet is still the
familiar brooding Prince of Denmark
but wears jeans and a contemporary
hoodie under which he often hides. In
fact, don’t expect any togas and robes
in this version: director Remo has
brilliantly opted for punk rock ap-
parel of ripped jeans, work boots,
jackets and tee shirts that suggest the
world of gang bangers. And don’t be
surprised if there is a gun or two
instead of just swords and daggers.
The juxtaposition of modern and what
is expected from a traditional inter-
pretation of the play is refreshing and
plain brilliant. Do expect to be
shocked by Mr. Gallinot’s astound-
ing performance.

Step-father Claudius, in the hands
of actor Frank Blauer, is multi-di-
mensional, especially in his soliloquy
near the play’s end. The arrogant and

conniving inner character is realized
in his appearance of shaved head, one
dangling earring and long gray mili-
tary coat that makes him look like a
member of Hitler’s Gestapo.

The ghost of Hamlet’s father
(played powerfully by John Correll)
dressed in white pants, white trench
coat with taupe scarf and gloves is
perfectly credible. What helps pull
off the modern clothing amid iambic
pentameter and rhymed couplets exit
lines is spectacular lighting design
(Tim O’Neill and Howard Whitmore).
Perfect fade outs make the 18 scenes
seamless.

Make no mistake. This is a long
show- three hours including two in-
termissions. But amazingly, it flies
by. That’s a credit to the actors who
feel their lines and understand the
intent of them. Especially notable is
Seth Newfeld as Polonius, the father
of Laertes (Eric Hackler) and Ophelia
(Tess Reeves). Adults will recognize
his adages: “Neither a borrower or a
lender be,” and “This above all: to
thine ownself be true.” When Polonius
speaks of Hamlet’s madness, he builds
his case with pitch, intensity and vol-

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

 WESTFIELD – “Only a theater
would fit all of his friends,” Lou Daniels
(played by character actor Dickson
Lane) tells the audience of Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) theatre in
Tribute by Bernard Slade. The play
invites the audience into the conceit
that we are at a party hosted by family
and friends for a man named Scottie
Templeton. Through flashbacks, the
night is quite the occasion for reminisc-
ing about his life and, in turn, perhaps
reflect on our own.

When the show opened on Broad-
way in the late ‘70s, Jack Lemmon
starred in it for six months and then
went on to make the movie version of it
in 1980. Reportedly, the playwright
Slade wrote the part just for him. So
actor Russ Ortiz has big shoes to fill on
WCP’s stage in recreating the role that
won Oscar and Tony nods for Mr.
Lemmon. Mr. Ortiz does an admirable
job – at times reminiscent of a young
Jack Nicholson and even Jack Lemmon.

Everybody loves Scottie Templeton,
a script writer, a Broadway press agent,
ladies’ man and clown. What’s not to
love? He’s a joke teller who is always
on. His 50 years on earth have been fun
and games without self-examination or
philosophical thinking. He is a charm-
ing but irresponsible guy. We all know
the type: fun to be with, the life of the
party with his quips and jokes, but
someone you wouldn’t want to marry.
Just ask his ex-wife Maggie (Debbie
Badal). He stinks at long-term family
relationships. Specifically, he has no

real relationship with his only child, son
Jud (Bobby Marusiefski). College age
Jud has grown up to be the antithesis of
his father – serious, pensive, and sullen.

When a doctor delivers the news of a
terminal illness, the threat of mortality
is a great wakeup call for happy-go-
lucky Scottie. During the two-act play,
Scottie tries to mend fences and estab-
lish a relationship with his son before he
dies. So for Jud and his mother Maggie
guilt, anger, sorrow and ambiguity
mount as they learn of his diagnosis.

The reminiscing interjection mono-
logues are well done. Especially mov-
ing are Kathryn Risi as Hilary, a hooker
who has become a friend of Scottie and
his doctor, Gladys Petrelli played by
Marguerite Wurtz, who cares desper-
ately for the man. Mr. Lane, as the
Jewish business partner, delivers a
memorable performance in his remarks
to the audience. His character gets
choked up so convincingly in unself-

conscious emotion.
Other memorable moments include

the picnic scene with Katie Engel as
Sally interacting with Jud. Mr.
Marusiefski is convincingly uncom-
fortable because his character is an
emotional cripple and Ms. Engel pro-
vides just enough intrigue to keep him
wanting more. Ms. Badal always has
fun with her roles on WCP’s stage. This
time she shows the right pinch of ten-
derness and poignancy in dealing with
Scottie’s diagnosis. Veteran director
Steve Lemenille and producer Garry
Tamburro have assembled a fine group
of actors.

Although there is not a boatload of
comedy because of the dated refer-
ences (Ronald Coleman, Sonia
Henning, Molly Goldberg, etc.), the
play offers food for thought about hu-
man nature and relationships.

The show runs weekend through
March 19.

TO BE OR NOT TO BE...The cast of Shakespear’s Hamlet poses for a photo. The
new take on this classic play continues the next two weekends at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway.

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Cranford $459,000
Sparkling, shabby chic interiors throughout
this 3BR Colonial. Updated kit w/granite &
SS appls, pristinely painted & decorated.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 3283453

Cranford $625,000
Spacious Center Hall Colonial w/1st floor
family room, updated EIK, HW floors
throughout…wonderful house to call home!

Agent: Karen Rimondi MLS: 3282587

Scotch Plains $450,000
Adorable perfectly describes this brick cottage
on almost an acre of property! Freshly painted
& waiting for your personal touches!

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3286207

Westfield $819,000
Beautifully maintained Contemporary
Colonial w/HW flrs, gourmet EIK, outdoor
oasis with in-ground pool & spa!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3286325

Scotch Plains $769,000
Quality workmanship is evident in this
stunning NEW 4BR Colonial with 4BR,
generous rm sizes, designer kitchen & more!

Agent: Andria Kiel MLS: 3279302

Westfield $1,150,000
Beautiful CH Colonial in exceptional condition!
Cul-de-sac location. Tons of amenities
including a heated Sylvan Gunite pool.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3281335

Open Daily 11 am - 6 pm  |  1607 Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Download the new Toll Brothers app todayDesign trends, tips, 
recipes – fi nd it all at

TollTV.com

Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices 
subject to change without notice. Apple and the Apple logo 
are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other 
countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

The only new active adult community in Scotch Plains off ering 
luxurious carriage homes with amazing lake and golf course views.

Now Open!

Low-maintenance lifestyle
First-fl oor master suites

Surrounded by the prestigious 
Shackamaxon Country Club
PRICED FROM THE $800,000s

908-654-3888  |  EnclaveatShackamaxon.com
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F-SP College Club to Spotlight Fiddle
FANWOOD — The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will present
a program entitled “The History and
Music of the American Fiddle” at its
meeting on Monday, March 21. It will
take place at The Chelsea, located at
295 South Avenue, Fanwood.

Historian and working musician
Matthew Backes will discuss the ori-
gins, styles and interrelated histories
of a range of fiddle traditions while
providing demonstration of technique
and repertoire.

Until the early 20th century, the
fiddle was the centerpiece of Ameri-

can folk music and folk culture. Since
then it has been the focus of a musical
preservation impulse and a search for
authentic folk expression, often re-
ferred to as “traditional” music. This
presentation will explore the dynamic
role of fiddle music in American life
from the 18th century to the present.

The program is free and open to the
public, and a special invitation is ex-
tended to children, Scouts and com-
munity groups to attend the meeting.

Refreshments will begin at 7:30
p.m., with the program starting at
7:45 p.m.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

MacLELLAND SINKS 26 PTS, GRABS 12 REBOUNDS;  WILCHELNS 15 PTS, WILLIAMSON 13 PTS

Nutley Lady B-ballers Crack Cougars’ Section Dream 73-67
By ALEX LOWE

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Senior Blair Watson scored 48
points to lead 11th-seeded Nutley
to a 73-67 victory over sixth-
seeded Cranford in the first round
of the North Jersey Section 2,
Group 3 tournament held on Feb-
ruary 29 in Cranford. The loss
signaled a sudden end to a Cou-
gar season that had reached its
zenith just 24 hours earlier when
they captured the Union County

Tournament title with a win over
Roselle Catholic.

The scene of joy and celebra-
tion among Cougar players on
display at Kean University was
replaced by sadness and the re-
alization that this group of play-
ers had played together for the
last time as the clock ran out
against Nutley.

“We’ve been playing together
since the fifth grade,” said senior
guard Lyndsay Pace. “It is tough
to know that this will be the last
time. Of course, some of us are
going on to play ball at college

but we’ll never line up with this
particular group of girls again. It
is hard to accept that especially
when it happens so suddenly.”

The Union County champs
proved to be worthy of their crown.
Down 48-32 late in the third quar-
ter the Cougars rallied to pull
within three points at 58-55 with
still over three minutes left in the
game. Cerys MacLelland was key
to the Cranford comeback but
things were not going her way
early. MacLelland missed several
shots in the first half and had only
five points as the Cougars went to
the break down, 32-21.

“At halftime I told Cerys to
forget about what had happened
to that point,” said Cranford head

coach Jackie Dyer. “She missed
a lot of shots in the first half and

she felt bad. I told her that she
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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was a leader and that we needed
her to take control of the game
and that is what she did for us.”

After a poor first half, the se-
nior standout was ferocious the
rest of the way. MacLelland fin-
ished the game with 26 points,
12 rebounds, six assists and three
blocks.

“MacLelland almost willed them
back,” said Nutley head coach
Larry Mitschow. “She just re-
fused to miss a shot for them in
the second half. We knew she
was good but when you prepare
for Cranford you really have to
prepare for a well-balanced, well-
coached team that can score from
all over the floor. MacLelland just
put them on her back tonight.”

Cranford waded upstream
throughout the entire game un-
able to deal with the sensational
performance of Watson. Bound
for the University of Maryland as
one of the nation’s top recruits,
Watson beat the Cougars in ev-
ery imaginable way.

She drove past defenders for
baskets. She dominated the glass
with 22 rebounds. She drained
eight 3-pointers, including some
amazing fall away bombs that
were like daggers through the
heart.

The impossible task of stop-
ping Watson fell to freshman
guard Lauren Williamson, who
had done such an remarkable
job two games earlier against

New Providence standout Katie
Kinum in the UCT semis. There
would be no repeat of those he-
roics against Watson.

“Blair was incredible tonight,”
said MacLelland. “We tried our
best against her. We were sup-
posed to help out on her but she
was so quick in her decisions that
it was hard to get over to her.
Every time we pulled back into it
she seemed to be able to hit a big
shot or kick it to an open player
for them.”

After a MacLelland lay-up,
Cranford led briefly at 5-4 just
two minutes into the contest.
That would be the Cougars only
lead of the night. The two teams
traded baskets throughout the

opening quarter until Watson’s
lay-up ahead of the buzzer gave
the visiting Raiders a 14-12 lead.

In the second quarter, Nutley
began to assert its will on the
home team. The Raiders gradu-
ally opened up to an eight-point
lead at 29-21. Then Watson deliv-
ered a 3-pointer with seconds re-
maining that sent Nutley into the
locker room with a 32-21 lead.

A large contingent of Nutley
fans roared their approval with
every shot Watson sank and the
third quarter provided plenty of
opportunities for them to cheer.
Watson scored 14 points in the
third quarter, including a fall away
three point shot from the top
that put Nutley ahead 48-32 with

1:21 on the clock.
Rather than allow the fourth

quarter to become a countdown
to celebration for the visitors,
Cranford came back with a flour-
ish. The Cougars quickly cut into
the Raider lead with MacLelland
leading the way. MacLelland put
on a show that rivaled Watson’s
performance during this stretch
as she scored 11 points in four
minutes to help pull Cranford to
within three, 58-55, with 3:19
remaining.

Cranford received great defense
up top from Camryn Wilchelns,
who stripped the Nutley ball han-
dlers on several occasions, with
Pace and Williamson also provid-
ing disruptive harassment. But
time and again, Nutley had an
answer for every Cougar charge.

Three times in the final three
minutes would Cranford cut the
lead to three points but they could
never get that one needed stop to
pull closer. The Cougars’ last best
shot came after a baseline jump
shot by Williamson cut the deficit
to 70-67 with: 32 left. But Nutley
calmly sank three out of four free
throws the rest of the way.

“I’m so proud of these girls,”
said Dyer. “They never stopped
fighting in this one when they
easily could have. Their whole
attitude was that they had been
in deeper holes than this one
before and that is how they got
back in the game quickly. It is a
great group and that is why they
accomplished so much this year.”

Wichelns had 15 points and
Williamson added 13 points for
Cranford, which finished its sea-
son at 15-9. Pace will go on to
play basketball at St, Marys, (NY).
MacLelland will play at Montclair
State University.

Nutley 14 18 16 25 73
Cranford 12   9 15 31 67

Nutley High School Lady Basketballers Crack Cranford Cougars’ Section Dream, 73-67

Probitas Verus Honos
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One Blue Devil, One Raider, Eight Cougars Vie at NJSIAA Mat Tournament in A.C.
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BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-10  Thursday, March 10, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A divided bor-
ough council voted to halt health
insurance benefits for Council
President Lou Petruzzelli on Tues-
day, making the decision after
more than two months of debate
and possibly setting the stage for
legal action from its clerk who
two weeks earlier said she could
not enforce the act.

Several residents spoke, both
for and against, but the discus-

sion of the matter occurred with
noticeably less rancor and drama
than in previous meetings.

Republicans Joe Sarno and Ileen
Cuccaro, elected in November,
and two-term Councilman Jim
Mathieu, also a Republican, voted
to end the benefits while Demo-
crat Sara Todisco and Republi-
can Mike Martin opposed the
measure. Mr. Petruzzelli ab-
stained.

The passage drew an immedi-
ate question from Mr. Martin to
Borough Attorney Bob Renaud

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
FIRST AID SQUAD UPDATE...Cranford First Aid Squad Captain Kent Lucas,
back right , updates the Cranford Township Committee on operations at
Monday’s meeting.

Cranford Committee Aims
For 1.5-Percent Tax Hike

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —Mayor Andis
Kalnins on Tuesday announced
plans to introduce the budget at
the next committee meeting with
the goal of keeping the municipal
tax increase under 1.5 percent.

All members of the committee
were on board with this target.
Deputy Mayor Mary O’Connor said
she wanted to provide the citi-
zens of Cranford with some tax
relief especially in light of recent
news of the county’s preliminary
budget, which proposes a bud-
get increase of 3.25 percent.

Finance Commissioner Patrick
Giblin echoed concern about the
county budget and the increased
tax burden on residents during
Tuesday night’s official meeting.
Mr. Giblin said the budget is dis-
concerting and he plans to raise
his concerns when he attends
the open meeting in April.

Cranford resident Barbara
Krause praised the committee at
Tuesday’s workshop meeting for
working so diligently on the mu-
nicipal budget and keeping taxes
low, but urged the committee to
monitor and press the county on
its proposed spending.

In its official business, the com-
mittee passed 11 resolutions.
There was disagreement among
the committee on two items.

The first was a resolution autho-
rizing a $6,500 salary stipend to
Police Chief James Wozniak for be-
ing appointed emergency manage-
ment coordinator on January 4.

Democrats Thomas Hannen and
Mr. Giblin voted against the reso-
lution, with Mr. Giblin telling The
Westfield Leader it was because
the person previously in the role
did not receive a salary. Further-
more, he believed the duties of
the emergency management co-
ordinator already largely fall un-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GW Votes to End Councilman’s Benefits
asking: “What happens next?”

The question was prompted by
Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma’s memo, read at the
February 23 meeting, in which
she declared the New Jersey state
health benefits system would not
allow her to remove Mr.
Petruzzelli. She said it only al-
lowed removal for specified rea-
sons and town ordinance wasn’t
one of them.

“I cannot select an option that
is false,” she said.

Mr. Renaud suggested that a
letter be drawn and sent to the
state benefits administrator with
a copy of the ordinance.

“The letter goes in and we’ll see
what happens,” Mr. Renaud said.

At issue was a 2011 law en-
acted by the New Jersey Legis-
lature that eliminated part-time
municipal employees, including
elected officials, from the state
health benefits system. How-
ever, it grandfathered those al-
ready receiving benefits. Mr.
Petruzzelli, who began his first
term in 2009, is the only mem-
ber of council that Tuesday’s
vote would affect.

Both Mr. Martin and Ms.
Todisco both said they voted
against the ordinance because
Mr. Renaud had advised the
council that in his opinion the
borough was obligated to con-
tinue to offer the benefits to Mr.
Petruzzelli. Those benefits have
climbed to more than $32,000
annually and have totaled more
than $170,000 in his seven-
plus years as councilman.

Ms. Cuccaro said she had spo-
ken with a representative from
the state Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services, who advised
her that the ordinance eliminat-
ing the benefits was nothing more
than a “parallel to the state stat-
ute” and was appropriate.

The issue was further compli-
cated by an executive session in
which potential litigation with re-

Garwood Battle Set Over
Townhouse Proposal

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A property that
has been the subject of two
lawsuits against the planning
board over the past two decades
– including one by a sitting
member – appears headed to
the panel again, and this time,
opponents to a nine-townhouse
development are trying to rally
residents from Cranford and
Westfield to attend the hearing.

Angelo and Sandro Villaraut,
who were granted an exemption
from the single-family zone from
the board nearly two years ago to
build the townhomes at the north
end of Walnut Street on Fourth
Avenue, have notified neighbors
of their plans to re-present the
proposal at the board’s
Wednesday, March 23 meeting.

The decision comes after a
state Superior Court judge in
November overturned the
planning board’s approval and
rejected a “reconsideration”
request earlier this year. It also
comes with the Villarauts taking
the matter to the Appellate
Division for another hearing.

The Villarauts’ attorney, Steve
Hehl, was on vacation according
to a woman who answered the
phone at his Union law firm Hehl
and Hehl on Monday. The woman
would not give her name and
said no other attorney would
discuss the matter.

This is the second time in
three months that the property
at 484 Fourth Avenue, popularly
known around Garwood as the
“Hidi” property for its former
owners, has either been placed
on the board’s agenda or
notification has been sent to
neighbors. It previously was set
to be heard on January 13 but

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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gard to the state “Conscientious
Employee Protection Act” was
discussed, a matter which Mr.
Mathieu described as a potential
lawsuit by Ms. Ariemma.

Following the executive ses-
sion, the council unanimously
agreed to pay $3,948 to settle a
lawsuit filed by Center Street
resident Cheryl Niedermaier, the
domestic partner of former bor-
ough councilman Steve
Blaufeder.

Ms. Niedermaier had sued for
the cost of fencing on her corner
lot after the council in February
2014 limited fences on corner
lots to four feet. The measure
was adopted on the tie-breaking
vote of then-Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi.

Mr. Blaufeder, who sat on coun-
cil at the time, complained to its
chief sponsor, fellow Council-
man Bill Nierstedt, that it in
effect prohibited him from hav-
ing an in-ground pool, which
requires six-foot fences. Mr.
Nierstedt, who was defeated in
his re-election bid in November
but remains a member of the
planning board, said he was sym-
pathetic but was unmoved.

The ordinance was amended
in November allowing for six-
foot fences on corner lots with
pools.

After Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Blaufeder felt he was only par-
tially vindicated.

“I will when (Mr. Nierstedt’s)
removed from the planning
board,” Mr. Blaufeder said. “I
appreciate what the mayor and
the council and borough attor-
ney did to resolve this.

“It should have never come to
this. The arrogance that was
displayed when this was first
discussed was appalling.”

was withdrawn.
At least one board member,

who approved the site plan but
didn’t vote on the variance to
allow the nine townhouses, is not
sure what some of his fellow
members are thinking.

“The board makeup has
changed a little bit,” Craig
McCarrick said. “It will depend
on what they present this time. I
don’t know. I’m not going to
wager a guess on this.”

Mr. McCarrick noted before he
voted to approve the site plan in
January 2015 that there was
substantial opposition from
neighbors to the proposal, but
that the opposition should have
been voiced eight months earlier
when the “use” variance to forego
the single-family restriction in
favor of the townhouses was
approved.

Only a few residents appeared
at the May 28, 2014, meeting, an
issue those who have opposed
the townhouses claim is evidence
of nefarious intent since the
meeting went 40 minutes past
the board’s mandated conclusion.

Opponents apparently have
taken notice of Mr. McCarrick’s
advice. Fliers started appearing
in local mailboxes this past
weekend, alerting neighbors of
the area, which borders on
Cranford to the east and Westfield
to the west.

The fliers were signed by Bruce
Paterson, the former sitting board
member who successfully sued
the board and Villarauts, and
nearby residents Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro, Westfield Leader
Publisher Horace Corbin and his
brother, Assistant Publisher
David Corbin.

All four were co-plaintiffs in
the case against the board and
remain defendants with the
matter before the Appellate
Division.

State Superior Court Judge
Karen Cassidy threw out the

board’s 2014 approval on the
grounds that when the
notification went out to the
surrounding neighbors, it merely
stated the intention was to build
the townhouses. At the planning
board meeting, however, a
proposal was made to age restrict
the units. That constituted a
notification violation, the judge
said, and thus invalidated the
application.

Mr. Paterson claimed in the
suit that the Villarauts needed to
prove some hardship as to why
they could not conform to the
single-family restriction. A single
home sits on the property that
had been used by the Hidi family
for years to run a catering
business. That use was
grandfathered when the area was
rezoned.

Mr. Paterson said the
Villarauts, who purchased the
property from the Hidi estate in
2014, never proved a hardship,
and should not have been granted
the variance. He has referred to
the previous lawsuit regarding
the property, when Rahway
developer Giapiedi in 2002
proposed combining the Hidi
parcel with an adjacent plot
owned by the Liquore family and
building 16 townhouses.

The board rejected it.
Gaiapiedi sued and lost. Sandrea
Hidi, acting as executor of the
estate, returned in 2011 with a
proposal to divide the lot for
three single-family homes, and
the planning board unanimously
approved that with stipulations.
But Ms. Hidi never followed
through and the property remains
in one parcel.

Whether the matter formally
appears on the March 23 agenda
seems irrelevant to opponents,
who are mustering support.

“If the public opposes it, by all
means show up,” Mr. McCarrick
said. “That’s the way the process
is supposed to work.”

der the police chief.
The Republican majority voted

in favor of the stipend authoriza-
tion, carrying the resolution.

Mr. Hannen was the lone vote
in opposition to a vehicle pur-
chase for the police department.

The vehicle in question was not
for use as a patrol vehicle, but
rather as an unmarked vehicle in
the investigative division.

Mr. Hannen said the top prior-
ity was to ensure the patrol divi-
sion had what it needed to do its
job. There was unanimous agree-
ment about the purchase of new
patrol vehicles in February.

For this vehicle in particular,
however, Mr. Hannen was not
convinced that it was a neces-
sity. When trying to maintain a
reasonable budget, tough calls
have to be made, he said.

Seeing other worthy items in

Probitas Verus Honos

GW Votes to End
Councilman’s Benefits

Garwood Townhouse Battle SetCranford Com. Aims for Tax Hike
the township go unfunded in the
budget, he voted against the pur-
chase in the hopes of allocating
those resources to other needs
throughout the municipality.

Ms. O’Connor reported on her
attendance at Monday’s Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition meeting.

She emphasized that the single-
seat initiative is important to
Cranford, not only for its conve-
nience to commuters, but also
for other benefits more broadly.
Having direct rail service would
likely increase property values
as well as have a positive influ-
ence on downtown businesses.

“This is a game changer for
Cranford,” she said.

Ms. O’Connor is a part of the
One-Seat Ride Task Force and
encouraged residents to sign the
petition for the one-seat ride at
www.raritanvalleyrail.com/.

Cranford DMC Urges
Investment In Downtown

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Tom O’Brien,
chairman of Cranford’s Office of
Downtown Business and Eco-
nomic Development board (still
commonly known by its former
name — Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC), addressed
the Township Committee Mon-
day night requesting approxi-
mately $375,000 to be included
in the municipal budget to fund
projects to improve Cranford’s
central business district.

Mr. O’Brien cited a resolution
that allocates 21 cents per $1,000
in taxes to the DMC. He said,
however, that this money typi-
cally goes towards items such as
paving roads and claimed that
the business district is suffering
from deferred maintenance.

“The state of the central busi-
ness district is deplorable,” he
told the committee during its
workshop meeting.

Mr. O’Brien claimed the busi-
ness district is entitled to more
funding. “It’s time to do some-
thing for the central business
district,” he said.

Michael Venditti, chairman of
the DMC’s maintenance commit-
tee, presented a proposal identi-
fying five high priority items. The
top priority called for $35,000 to
fully fund the paving of areas
throughout the downtown that
have been designed as “hotspots”
in need of attention.

The Township Committee has
already allocated $65,000 to
paving projects. Mr. Venditti said
that amount will cover about 65
percent of the hotspots. The

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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$35,000 would address the re-
maining 35 percent, ensuring all
hotspots are repaved.

Repairing and replacing
benches throughout the down-
town was another priority. Out of
a total of 49 benches, five are
falling apart and considered to
be unsafe. It would cost $8,000
to replace the five benches. Re-
pairs to other benches not con-
sidered safety hazards would cost
an additional $25,600.

The most expensive proposal
involved upgrading streetlights
and parking garage lights to LED
lighting, along with new glass
lenses on the streetlights. The
costs of the streetlight upgrades,
including repainting the existing
poles, would be about $360,000
after applying rebates. The light
replacements are guaranteed for
20 years. Mr. Venditti reported
that the energy savings of mak-
ing the change amount to ap-
proximately $50,000 a year —
anticipating a drop from $57,000
to $7,000 a year. Additionally,
maintenance costs would be re-
duced by $5,000 per year.

Touting the energy savings, Mr.
Venditti said the upgrade would
pay for itself in six-and-a-half years.

The final priority entailed re-
placing 100 trees downtown. Mr.
Venditti said many of the Bradford
Pear trees downtown are a “di-
saster.” The DMC proposed a
program to replace all of these
trees that would leave the spe-
cies selection up to the tree ad-
visory board.

All together, the proposals
amounted to over a half a million
dollars. After savings and apply-
ing $100,000 that the DMC has in
a reserve fund, that number drops
to approximately $370,000.

Nelson Dittmar, chairman of
Cranford’s Green Team, weighed
in on behalf of the Environmental
Commission to say that from an
environmental perspective, sav-
ing energy and cutting back on
emissions is a significant step

forward and the right thing to do.
As a retired CPA, he gave further
endorsement to the plan by ap-
pealing to the cost savings.

In other business, representa-
tives from the Cranford First Aid
Squad delivered a presentation
outlining the scope of their day-to-
day work along with their expenses.

They reported receiving ap-
proximately 1,100 calls a year
for their services. The squad cur-
rently operates with two ambu-
lances, one of which was re-
placed last year.

In reporting on what makes the
squad exceptional, Captain and
Operations Officer Kent Lucas
said the crews operate out of
their building — not responding
from home via pager — so they
have fast response times. More-
over, each crew is usually com-
prised of four individuals, with
two to three EMTs on board,
exceeding the minimum require-
ment of a driver plus one EMT.

The squad currently has around
60 members but are always re-
cruiting and looking for new mem-
bers.

The township engineer reported
on plans to upgrade the filtration
system at the Orange Avenue
pool. The township administra-
tor and members of the commit-
tee stressed that this project
needs to be expedited. They
would like to see the upgrade
happen before the pool opens for
the summer season.

Upgrading the system once the

pool is opened would not be an
option and would risk another
year of service to an already old
piece of equipment.

DAR SALUTES PRESIDENTS…Regent Mary Leonard, left, and Historian
Barbara Krause, of the Crane’s Ford Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR), are pictured with the exhibit they prepared honoring Presidents George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln, and which was showcased at the Cranford
Public Library during the month of February. The exhibit, which included
literary publications, documents and copies of art work, fulfills one of the
obligations of the National DAR to preserve American history.

Cranford DMC Urges Investment in Downtown

Registration and Auditions
For CDC Junior Theatre

CRANFORD – Registration is
open for CDC Junior Theatre’s
June productions of Footloose,
for a teen cast and High School
Musical Jr for younger students.

Footloose dances to the rockin’
rhythm of its Oscar and Tony-
nominated top 40 score and is
open through audition to stu-
dents in grades eight through
college. Auditions will be held at
CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford on Wednesday, April
18 at 6 p.m. and Saturday, April
16 at 11 a.m. Callbacks will be by
invitation only at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 16. Auditioners are
asked to prepare 32 bars of a
musical theatre song of your
choice and be prepared to dance.
Performance dates will be Friday

and Saturday June 10 and 11. If
cast there is a $125 production
fee.

High School Musical Jr. is open
to students in grades three
through sevent and no prior per-
formance experience is neces-
sary. Once registration is com-
plete, the participants will be
taught songs from the show and
cast during the first week of re-
hearsals. All rehearsals will be at
CDC Theatre on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30
p.m. and performances will be
Saturday, June 4. There is a $225
participation fee and space is
limited.

Visit www.cdctheatre.org for
additional information and regis-
tration forms.

College Women Plan
Celtic Tales Event

CRANFORD — The next meet-
ing of the College Women’s Club
of Cranford will be held on Mon-
day, March 14, at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.

The evening will start at 7 p.m.
with refreshments, followed by
the meeting and guest speaker
David Emerson. Mr. Emerson will
retell the colorful and ancient
tales of Ireland, Scotland, Wales
and Cornwall.

Mr. Emerson is a member of
the New Jersey Council for the
Humanities’ Horizon Speakers
Bureau, which provides lectures
on more than 170 topics in the
humanities areas. This program
is funded by the Horizon Speak-
ers Bureau of the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities.

For more than 25 years, Mr.
Emerson has made his living by
being a “character.” He has
worked at living history muse-
ums and as an independent sto-
ryteller teaching history through
the eyes of a “person of the
past.” He is a veteran of Colonial
Williamsburg, Plymouth Planta-
tion, Morristown National His-
toric Park, and the Old Barracks
Museum. His academic creden-
tials include graduate study at
the College of William & Mary,
and he studied at Oxford as an
undergraduate. He is part of an
educational performance troupe
that employs storytelling, role-
play, displays and music to illus-
trate historical topics.

The College Women’s Club of
Cranford meets on the second
Monday of each month and the
meetings are open to the public.
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Local Letters to the Editor
Something’s Not Right; Don’t Let

Developer Make ‘Hidi’ High-Density
In regards to the Hidi property

again being targeted for a  high-
density townhome project by the
same developer in the last two
years: The proposed high-den-
sity development that had been
approved by the Garwood Plan-
ning Board has been stopped
twice by a residents’ lawsuit.
However, the developer is now
coming back in front of the plan-
ning board with the exact same
plans. One may ask how can this
be?

In the last 20 years, various
developers had approached the
Hidis for plans for their property.
Four times the developers had
applied to the planning board for
high-density townhomes on the
property. Each time the planning
board denied the application. One
developer even sued the plan-
ning board and, in court under
testimony, the planning board
members and their professional
stated they wanted to see single-
family homes on the property.
So what changed?

Garwood still remains the
sleepy little town it has always
been, there is no sea-change.
It’s still small capes and old homes
on the back roads with larger
projects on North and South Av-
enues.  So why this sudden
change to plop down nine, three-
story townhomes on the back
roads of Garwood right where
Cranford and Westfield all come
together and where the master
plan and the zoning ordinances,
past statements of planning
board members and even the old
lawsuit proved that there should
be single-family homes? The de-

veloper even negotiated for the
property with a value that three
single-family homes could be
built.

One possible explanation is that
this present developer, who lives
in Garwood, had sat on the plan-
ning board 10 years ago so be-
came good friends with the plan-
ning board members and the
professionals.

He even hosted multiple politi-
cal fundraisers for one board
member who ran for council.  In
the recent lawsuit, the judge
pointed out the approval was
lacking in substance to show why
the high-density project with its
six variances for density, height,
setback, three stories, etc. is
acceptable. In a little town, can
cronyism take precedence over
the integrity of a neighborhood,
its residents and Garwood’s mas-
ter plan?

Procedurally, something is just
not right.  Yet again he is coming
in front of the planning board
with the exact same plans.

This hearing is open to the pub-
lic. This impacts Garwood,
Westfield and Cranford. We are
writing to ask that the residents
of the three towns come to the
planning board meeting to stop
this defilement of a neighbor-
hood. No neighborhood is now
safe from what can be there.

The meeting is Wednesday,
March 23, 7:30 p.m. at Garwood
Borough Hall.  We must all make
sure that the proceedings have
integrity and the proper ques-
tions are asked by the planning
board.  We must not let cronyism
override Garwood and its neigh-
borhoods.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Four Garwood residents have
been trying to protect the neigh-
borhood via the court system for
two years. The judge ruled (in
the residents’ favor) two times
based on procedural issues.

The developer is again attempt-
ing to undo the court and Master
Plan on Wednesday, March 23 at
7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall in
Garwood. If not stopped, this will
affect Garwood and the surround-
ing towns of Cranford and
Westfield as well.

For 20 years the Hidi family and
executors of their estate have
been trying to sell (and develop)
this property, and for 20 years
have been denied (subdivision
and use variances) by the plan-
ning board; rightly so I might
add.

Everything had been presented
from single-family homes to
townhouses. The family had in-
curred upward of almost
$700,000 for legal fees and pre-
sented every study known to
man.

About 10 years ago there was
an application by another devel-
oper for 16 townhomes.  The
developer then sued the town.
As determined in court: “The town
prevailed in that lawsuit, as the
stated reason for them denying
that applicant was, this is a single-
family residential zone and
townhomes did not belong there.”

In 2011, the Hidi family estate,
again sought relief to build any-
thing allowed. The planning board
told them that three single-fam-
ily homes might be suitable for
that property. Hidi then came to
the planning board with a site
plan for a three single-family sub-
division. It was conceptually ap-
proved contingent on the formal
submission of the final plan. She
sold her property in 2012 noting
it was preliminarily subdivided
for three homes.

In 2014, the developer applied
to build nine attached
townhomes. At that time, I asked
multiple times: “What happened

to the three homes that were
approved?” Other people asked
the same question. It was never
answered. Since then, the devel-
oper lost in court to the resi-
dents. Now the developer is com-
ing back again with the nine
townhomes proposal. This appli-
cation seeks multiple bulk vari-
ances including a use variance. A
use variance is the hardest vari-
ance for a town to approve, as
you must prove undue hardship
in seeking this relief and proving
that you cannot build what the
zoning permits.

But in one night in 2014, the
planning board approved all six
variances. Even going so far as
to extend the meeting to allow
this to be voted on in one night.
As is also customary, and done in
every other application, the
town’s engineer is supposed to
submit a review letter, of which
he submitted nothing.

One of the planning board mem-
bers gave a “yes” vote because
they liked the material the builder
was using. This is certainly not
the proper use variance vote as
material being used is irrelevant.
Another planning board member
stated that they were not aware
of the history of this property.

Going forward, this will set pre-

Probitas Verus Honos

cedence over the rest of the
neighborhood if approved. This
is not North and South Avenue. It
is Fourth Avenue, a single-family
residential zone. There are more
parcels of property along that
part of Fourth Ave. that also have
deep lots. What is to stop more
homeowners from combining
their property, selling to another
developer and putting more
townhomes in this neighborhood?

It is the responsibility of the
planning board to see that appli-
cants conform to the town zon-
ing and master plan in seeking
variances unless there are spe-
cial conditions beneficial for the
borough – not for them to vote to
change them for one applicant.
The board should be consistent
in their approvals so one does
not feel unfair advantage is given
for one, when so many have
previously been turned down.

Three single-family homes were
approved already, would fit in
with the neighborhood and ad-
here with the zoning and master
plan. Townhomes were not ap-
proved many times all those years
ago and should not be approved
for this application either.

Ileen Bocchino-Cuccaro
Garwood Councilwoman

GW Councilwoman Outlines ‘Hidi’ Case, Calls for Bd Denial

Garwood Ex-Councilwoman, Dem,
Decries Councilman Mathieu, GOP

Councilman Mathieu has flip-
flopped on many issues during
his five years on the Garwood
Borough Council as other resi-
dents have pointed out in previ-
ous letters to the editor. He can-
not even help flip-flopping from
one meeting to the very next
one! This time the issue at hand
is attorneys.

At the February 9 council meet-
ing, Mr. Mathieu stated, “let’s
stop talking about lawyers and
lawsuits,” about the health ben-
efits issue.

He wanted to dismiss the ad-

vice of the borough attorney who
at 1:04:58 of the video stated, “I
can’t tell you that it [the ordi-
nance] would be lawful,” and
proceeded to say, “the law that
was passed is very clear and the
Local Finance Notice that inter-
prets it is very clear that elected
officials who have, who were
elected prior to the operative
date remain in the program.”  

The operative date was May
21, 2010, which Councilman
Petruzzelli has been re-elected

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Senior Art on View
At Cranford Library
CRANFORD — Works by mem-

bers of the Cranford Recreation
Department’s senior painting and
drawing class will be on display
at the Cranford Public Library
through the end of March. The
library is located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford.

The class meets in the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to
noon. New members are always
welcome. For more information
about the class, contact Lori
Donnelly, the recreation
department’s senior program co-
ordinator, at (908) 709-7283.

twice since. 
However, at the last meeting

on February 23, Mr. Mathieu
voted no to releasing the
attorney’s letter advising the
mayor and council on the health
benefits issue to the public on
the basis of “attorney-client privi-
lege.”

Doesn’t the public deserve to
know what the attorney said,
especially since the council ap-
pears it is about to go against
that advice as it voted 3-2 to
introduce the ordinance to elimi-
nate health benefits for elected
officials, targeting the one
grandfathered councilman
(Mathieu, Cuccaro, and Sarno

voted yes, Martin and Todisco
voted no, and Petruzzelli ab-
stained).

Where’s the transparency on
the part of Mr. Mathieu and Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro who voted not
to allow the public to see the
attorney’s advice?

Apparently for Mr. Mathieu, at-
torneys don’t matter when you
don’t want them to and hide
behind them when you need to.
Ironically, Mr. Mathieu is an at-
torney.

Keep this in mind, as 2016 is
Mr. Mathieu’s election year.

Ann Tarantino
Garwood

Local Letters to the Editor – cont.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford HS Fashion Show
To Benefit Project Grad.

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School seniors will model the
latest prom attire on Friday,
March 18, as the annual Cranford
High School Senior Fashion Show
takes the stage to benefit Project
Graduation.

“We Are the Kids of America” is
the theme of the fashion show,
which begins at 7:30 p.m. in the
high school auditorium. Along
with modeling prom dresses and
tuxes, the show will feature stu-
dent dance and musical perfor-
mances.

An annual Cranford High School
tradition, the Senior Fashion
Show benefits Project Gradua-
tion, a drug- and alcohol-free
celebration on graduation night,
open to all graduates. Project
Graduation and the Senior Fash-
ion Show are organized by vol-
unteers, and supported by the
Cranford community.

More than 140 senior class mem-
bers will be the fashion models,

wearing prom dresses and tuxes
loaned by area formal wear stores.
Local salons donate their services
to provide hair styling for girls.
Prom limousines and “party
buses” will be on display outside
the school prior to the show.

Tickets for the fashion show
are $10, and may be purchased
at the Cougar Headquarters store
on Centennial Avenue; through
Cranford High School’s senior
class advisors; or through any
Cranford High School senior class
member. Tickets will also be
available at the door.

Cranford High School is located
at 201 West End Place, Cranford.

For further information on the
Senior Fashion Show, please
contact Dawn Beresford at
dberes1@verizon.net. For fur-
ther information on tickets,
please contact Cathy Triano at
cktriano@verizon.net, or Toni
Sprague at
ksprague4@verizon.net.

CONGRATULATIONS...Newly-minted Eagle Scouts from Boy Scout Troop
75, pictured from left to right, William Pritchett, Andrew Ramirez and Christian
Wurzburger, were recently recognized by the Cranford Township Committee.

Boy Scout Troop 75 Trio
Earns Eagle Scout Rank

CRANFORD — Cranford resi-
dents Andrew Ramirez, William
Pritchett and Christian
Wurzburger, all members of Boy
Scout Troop 75, have achieved
Eagle status — the highest rank
attainable in the Boy Scouting
program. They were honored for
this milestone at a recent meet-
ing of the Cranford Township

Committee.
Eagle Scout requirements in-

clude earning at least 21 merit
badges and demonstrating ide-
als of service and leadership,
including organizing and leading
an extensive service project.
Fewer than 5 percent of Boy
Scouts nationwide attain this
rank.

Andrew, son of Ellen and Pedro
Ramirez, is a freshman at Loyola
University in Baltimore, Md. His
Eagle Scout community service
project involved refurbishing the
landscaping at The Jumble Store,
a Cranford thrift shop run by the
Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, an area non-profit or-
ganization that serves families in
crisis. The project included
fundraising, organizing supplies
and materials, and directing vol-

McDermott’s Handy
To Play In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library invite
members of the community to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a
traditional Irish music session
featuring McDermott’s Handy on
Wednesday, March 16, at 7:30
p.m., in the Cranford Commu-
nity Center.

Named in honor of Ed
McDermott, a renowned fiddler
from Ballinamore, County
Leitrim, McDermott’s Handy is
the husband-and-wife duo of
Dennis Gormley and Kathy
DeAngelo. Ms. DeAngelo sings,
plays Irish harp, fiddle and banjo,
and adds the bodhran and man-
dolin on occasion. Mr. Gormley
sings and plays guitar, flute, tin
whistle, bouzouki and mandolin.

The many venues at which the
duo has appeared include the
Cumberland County Performing
Arts Center, the New Jersey Folk
Festival, the Philadelphia Irish
Music and Dance Festival, the
Watchung Arts Center and
Rutgers University.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford. Admission to the
program is free and all are wel-
come.
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Wednesday Morning Club
Sets Calendar of Events

CRANFORD — The Wednesday
Morning Club members invite ma-
ture women living in Union County
to join their group. The club’s
programs and activities are var-
ied and designed to appeal to a
wide range of interests.

The group will visit the Oswald
J. Nitschke House, located at 3 S.
24th Street, Kenilworth, on Tues-
day, March 15. Participants will
meet at the house at 10 a.m.
Built circa 1880, this clapboard
wood frame farmhouse was
added to the National Register of
Historic Places on January 17,
2008. Eileen Williams will give
attendees a tour and a talk about
the history of the house.

On Wednesday, March 16, the
group will hold its Philanthropic
Luncheon at Il Giardino’s Res-
taurant, located at 103 Miln
Street, Cranford, at 1 p.m. Linda
Halasz will present a program for
spring entitled “Majestic Mon-
archs.” Ms. Halasz will share her
experiences traveling to Mexico
to observe the over wintering
sites of the monarch butterfly as
well as information about butter-
fly gardening and conserving
habitat for butterflies.

The club’s Literature group will
meet on Monday, March 28, at
the home of Sue Driscoll, located
at 311 Old Tote Road,
Mountainside, at 1 p.m. Partici-
pants will discuss two books, “La’s
Orchestra Saves the World” by
Alexander McCall Smith and “The
Light Between Oceans” by M.L.
Stedman.

The club’s next monthly busi-
ness meeting will be on Wednes-
day, April 6, featuring a program
presented by Paula Rovinsky en-
titled “Stress Management.” Ms.
Rovinsky is associated with the
Community Outreach Program
of Robert Wood Johnson Univer-
sity Hospital in Rahway. The
meeting will begin at 10 a.m. at

the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. Co-Presidents Dot
Conheeney and Barbara Jackson
will conduct the meeting. All are
welcome.

To learn more about the
Wednesday Morning Club or to
attend a meeting, call Dot
Conheeney at (908) 233-2145
or Barbara Jackson at (908) 233-
6541.

unteers.
During his Scouting career, An-

drew attended National Youth
Leadership Training, completed
a backpacking trek at Philmont
Scout Ranch in New Mexico, and
attended the Florida Sea Base
sailing expedition, among other
achievements. Andrew is the sec-
ond son in his family to achieve
this rank. His brother, Patrick,
also is an Eagle.

William, son of Sara Thode and
Dale Pritchett, is a student at
Syracuse University in Syracuse,
N.Y. His Eagle Scout initiative
addressed the issue of
homelessness. He collaborated
with the Street Light Mission in
Elizabeth on a multi-pronged
project. First he coordinated a
coat drive that amassed more
than 800 coats, and then led a
distribution event for families.
He also planned and held a school
assembly — attended by more
than 900 students — to raise
awareness among his peers about
homelessness in Union County.
Finally, William built storage units
for the Street Light Mission, in-
tended for use in future projects.

During his Scouting career, Wil-
liam served in various leadership
positions within Troop 75, at-
tended the first National Boy
Scout Jamboree at the Summit-
Bechtel facility in West Virginia,
and went on a backpacking and
canoeing trek at Sabattis Adven-

ture Camp in the Adirondacks.
He also attended National Youth
Leadership Training. William joins
his brother, John, as a third-
generation Eagle Scout.

Christian, son of Diane and Pe-
ter Wurzburger, is a student at
the University of Vermont in
Burlington, where he is studying
environmental science. His
project provided emergency pre-
paredness instructions to
Cranford residents and busi-
nesses. He also planned and co-
ordinated two community edu-
cational sessions that included
the preparation of first aid and
emergency supply kits.

Over the course of his Scouting
career, Christian served in vari-
ous troop roles, attended Na-
tional Youth Leadership Train-
ing, completed two backpacking
treks to Philmont Scout Ranch,
and attended the Sea Base sail-
ing expedition in Florida. He is
the 133rd Eagle Scout from Troop
75.

“These young men exemplify
the promise of Scouting. Their
focus and discipline in achieving
the Eagle Scout rank speaks of
their character, good citizenship
and prowess as young men,” said
Scoutmaster Paul Martin.

Troop 75 is a member of Patri-
ots’ Path Council and is associ-
ated with the Cranford United
Methodist Church. For more in-
formation, visit mytroop75.org.

Concordia University Ann
Arbor Releases Honors List
ANN ARBOR, Mich. – Concordia

University Ann Arbor officials re-
leased the Fall Honors List for the
first semester of the 2015-2016
academic year.

Among the area students
named to the list were:  Ryan
Bjellquist-Ledger, of Garwood,

majoring in Exercise Science
Founded in 1963, Concordia

University Ann Arbor, 4090
Geddes Road, Ann Arbor, is affili-
ated with The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. The school is
located on 187 acres alongside
the Huron River.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Spring Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that registration
for its Spring 2016 programs will
start on Monday, March 14. In-
person and online registration
will occur simultaneously, unless
otherwise indicated in the Fall/
Winter/Spring 2015-2016 bro-
chure.

In-person registration will take
place at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford, and will
be on a first-come, first-served
basis. Programs are limited to
Cranford residents only and proof
of residency is required for all
registrations. At the time of reg-
istration, the registration form
and payment in the form of cash
or check is required. Parents must
be present when registering chil-
dren under the age of 18.

Online registration will be avail-
able at
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Once individuals register for a
program online, they will need to
come to the Community Center
in person to make payment in
the form of cash or check, and
must bring proof of residency.

For additional information, call
the Cranford Community Center
at (908) 709-7283.
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Junior Women Reveal
Breakfast With Bunny

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Junior Woman’s Club will spon-
sor “Breakfast With the Bunny”
on Saturday, March 19. It will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Families will have an oppor-
tunity to have breakfast with
the Easter Bunny. There will be
bagels, doughnuts and muf-
fins for everyone. Children will
be able to color Easter pic-
tures, make a simple craft, and
get their picture taken with the
guest of honor — the Easter
Bunny. Attendees are asked to
bring their own cameras.

There will be two seating
times for breakfast, at 9:30
and 11 a.m.

Tickets may be purchased
for $6 each at the Cranford
Public Library, located at 224
Walnut Avenue, or at Peri-
winkles Fine Gifts, located at
17 North Union Avenue,
Cranford, or online for $7 each
at cranfordjwc.com. Seating is
limited, so early ticket pur-
chase is encouraged.

This event is a fundraiser
for the Cranford Junior
Woman’s Club’s Scholarship
Fund and general philan-
thropic endeavors.
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WESTFIELD, GARWOOD, SCOTCH PLAINS, MOUNTAINSIDE, CRANFORD, FANWOOD, CLARK, SPRINGFIELD, KENILWORTH, SUMMIT, BERKELEY HEIGHTS, NEW PROVIDENCE

TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!
Click HereBy CC Online

By Check, please print and mail this.

The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES
PO Box 250, 251 North Ave. West, Westfield, NJ 07091

  Tel 908 232-4407; Fax 908 232-0473 Email press@goleader.com

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

for The Westfield Leader for The SP-F Times

New Subscriber Renewal

One year ($33) - Two years ($62) Three years ($90)

First Name:
Last Name:
Street Addr:
City: State: Zip Code:
Tel: Email:

By Phone, Call 908 232-4407

Make check payable to The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY

You are important. Our advertisers CARE about doing business
with you and want to know that YOU are reading their message
in the LEADER/TIMES each week.

Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this coupon
TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

www.goleader.com/subscribe

