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Red Cross Selling Elm St.
Building in Westfield

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHAT MOTHER NATURE STARTED…Demolition workers finish by beginning to tear down Trader Joe’s supermarket
on Friday. The store suffered massive structural failure when the roof and three walls buckled from accumulated snow in
January’s blizzard.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LEAVING TOWN…The American Red Cross is selling its property at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield. The Red Cross, which has called the site home since 1951, has
moved its employees and volunteers to its Summit Crossroads Chapter facility.

Photo courtesy of Bill Klimas
FROZEN…Snow, ice and cold guard the eastern entrance to Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside on Saturday.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After 65 years in
Westfield, the American Red Cross
announced Tuesday that it is selling
its property at 321 Elm Street.

“The New Jersey Region is in the
process of reviewing its real estate
footprint taking into account its ser-
vice delivery, volunteer operations,
training locations and storage needs.
Since its 2012 reorganization, the Red
Cross has continued to operate with
22 facilities in New Jersey, some of
which are underutilized and others
that are in need of significant repair,”
the organization said in a press re-
lease. “Following a comprehensive
review in consultation with local board
members, executives and division
leadership, the region has closed and
sold the building located at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield.”

A review of tax records show the
property was last sold on April 30,
1951. As a non-profit, the Red Cross
was not paying any property taxes.

When reached for comment Tues-
day, Red Cross spokeswoman Diane
Concannon, despite the wording in its
press release, told The Westfield
Leader that the non-profit has received
an offer for the building that it is

pursuing but that it has not closed on
the property.

“That information (real estate
transaction) will probably be avail-
able after the closing,” she said when
asked who the buyer was and what
the sale price was.

The Elm Street location had been
used as the home for the Westfield-
Mountainside chapter for many years.
The office was later merged into the
Raritan Valley chapter, which no
longer exists. Since 2012, Westfield
has been part of the Summit Cross-
roads chapter, where the Westfield
employees and volunteers have mi-
grated to. The organization also has
area offices in Somerville and
Montclair. Its North Jersey chapter
office is in Fairfield.

Ms. Concannon said as part of its
review of its “real estate footprint” in
New Jersey it was determined that
the Westfield office was underutilized
and should be sold.

She said the Red Cross is looking
for donated space from faith-based
organizations and churches in
Westfield to be used for meetings by
some of its groups. She added that
there will still be Westfield-based vol-
unteers and groups such as its youth
group.

Garwood Councilman’s Health
Insurance Benefits Sparks Row
By BRIAN TRUSDELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilman Joe
Sarno’s proposal to revoke health
insurance benefits for Council Presi-
dent Lou Petruzzelli sparked sharp
words on both sides at Monday’s
council meeting but was introduced
before the full council despite being
voted down at the committee level.

More than once Mayor Charles
Lombardo banged his gavel to re-
store order, at one point making a
sharp rap during an exchange be-
tween Councilman Jim Mathieu and
Mr. Petruzzelli, saying the issue was

“getting personal.”
Several residents supporting the

ordinance to deny health insurance
benefits to part-time employees –
including elected officials – and those
opposed took turns expressing their
opinion during the public comment
portion of the meeting, at times ad-
dressing each other instead of coun-
cil members.

At issue is the state law that discon-
tinued health insurance benefits in
2010 for part-time New Jersey mu-
nicipal employees enrolled in the
government system as part of a series
of reforms pushed by Gov. Chris

Christie.
Elected officials who had been re-

ceiving the benefits were exempted,
grandfathered if they were elected
and had the perk prior to May 21,
2010.

In Garwood, Mr. Petruzzelli, who
owns an electrical contracting busi-
ness and was elected in November
2008, is the only council member
still receiving the benefits.

Mr. Sarno, an accountant, was
elected in November along with fel-
low Republican Ileen Cuccaro, vow-
ing to reduce spending and pledging
to reduce his compensation for being
a councilman from $1,500 to $1.

His proposal to virtually eliminate
compensation for council was de-
feated at the January 26 meeting,
when he also pushed the health insur-
ance idea, saying that several other
New Jersey towns had already
adopted it.

On Monday, Laws and Licenses
Committee Chairman Mike Martin
reported that the matter was rejected
2-to-1 in committee, with he and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco against
it and Mr. Sarno favoring.

Mr. Martin explained that Borough
Attorney Bob Renaud had advised
the committee that his reading of the
statute obligated the borough to con-
tinue offering Mr. Petruzzelli the ben-
efits. During the meeting, Mr. Renaud
refused to say it would be “unlawful”
to pass Mr. Sarno’s ordinance, de-
claring at different times the statute
was both vague and clear.

Opponents seized on Mr. Renaud’s
opinion, with Mr. Martin saying he
checked with the borough’s insur-
ance agent, who told him that if the
borough adopted an unlawful ordi-
nance against the advice of counsel
that the municipality’s liability insur-
ance would be null and void.

Ms. Todisco offered a compromise
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Freeholders Look to Extend
Incinerator Deal to 2053

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders will consider adopting a
renegotiated deal with Covanta Union
LLC for the operation of the trash
incinerator in Rahway, alleviating the
county of its obligation to provide
100,000 tons of garbage from outside
the district in exchange for a 22-year
lease extension.

The proposal was introduced at a
special February 4 meeting, which

followed an agenda session and more
than hour-long executive session.
Freeholder Chris Hudak formerly in-
troduced the measure and announced
a public hearing on the matter would
be held Thursday, February 18.

Covanta, or as it was previously
known as, Ogden-Martin Corp., has
operated the incinerator since it
opened in 1994, processing the trash
from all 21 municipalities in Union
County. The new contract would
amend the pact, which was altered
last in 2011, by extending the county’s
obligation with Covanta until 2053.

Covanta leases and operates the
property from Union County for about
$8 million per year in debt service on
the facility and another $4 million in
cash, said Dan Sullivan, executive
director of the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA) that negotiated the
contract.

The company charges municipali-
ties or, in the case of some towns that
require residents to privately contract
for trash removal, commercial haul-
ers a per ton rate to burn the garbage.
It also produces electricity and sells
the excess on the open market.

A 2011 change made Union County
responsible for providing about

100,000 tons of trash to the facility
from outside the county, in addition to
the approximate 330,000 produced
by the municipalities within. The
UCUA had negotiated to take New
York City trash, but the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) prohibited that, and
deals to take garbage from other coun-
ties have also fallen through, Mr.
Sullivan said.

Union County was still responsible
for the 100,000 tons and had to pay
Covanta for any shortfall. The rene-
gotiated deal would eliminate that
provision, Mr. Sullivan said.

In other matters, the board reviewed
several spending requests by the vari-
ous county departments from senior
services to plumbing.

The biggest ticket item was $1.6
million for the Department of Hu-
man Services to spend on meals on
wheels, homemaker and other assis-
tance to county residents 60 and older.
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo explained that the requested
money is about a quarter of the total
his department will spend before the
end of the year.

Engineering, Public Works and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Delegation Goes to D.C. to
Advocate for Flood Mitigation

Photo courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
TOP BAND…The town council Tuesday at its public meeting congratulated the
Westfield High School (WHS) Blue Devils Marching Band for placing first in the
U.S. Bands A-Class National Championship on November 8, 2015. The WHS
Marching Band also received awards for Best Music and Best Overall Effect.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky read the proclamation. Band Directors Chris Vitale and
Trevor Sindorf accepted the proclamation.

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mayor Andis
Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor and Township Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. headed to
Washington this week to lobby for
flood mitigation funding, a trip re-
scheduled after the first attempt was
wiped out by January’s blizzard.

Mayor Kalnins said at Tuesday’s
township committee meeting the ob-
jective of the excursion was to keep
the spotlight on the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ work involving study-
ing the Rahway River Watershed and
its proposals to reduce the flood risk
along the 82 miles of the Rahway
River and its tributaries.

The Rahway River Mayors Coun-
cil, on which Mayor Kalnins repre-
sents Cranford, is pursuing what has
become called “option nine.” The pro-
posal would enable water in the Or-
ange Reservoir to be released a few
days ahead of an oncoming storm,
thereby allowing greater retention in
the basin.

The project also would involve in-
creasing the capacity of the Lenape
Retention Basin in Kenilworth. It is
hoped that those and other modifica-
tions would enable water to be chan-
neled more effectively.

In the effort to keep attention on
this project, the delegation will be
meeting with New Jersey’s Demo-
cratic Senators Cory Booker and Bob
Menendez as well as Reps. Leonard
Lance (R-NJ7), Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-NJ11) and Donald
Payne, Jr. (D-NJ10).

Mayor Kalnins reported that these
individuals are some of the key play-
ers from the New Jersey delegation,
and that they have all been supportive
of the project thus far.

In his closing remarks at Tuesday
night’s committee meeting, the
mayor said that while the township
is doing its part to keep the pressure
up, he urged citizens to do theirs by
sending e-mails and letters to elected
officials.

There is a template letter available
at cranford.com/documents/3810/.
Residents can easily modify the in-
formation on the template and submit
letters to the addresses provided on
the document.

Earlier at Tuesday’s meeting, the
mayor officially acknowledged the
efforts of the Cranford Green Team to
get the township recertified by the
environmental non-profit group Sus-
tainable Jersey.

Nelson Dittmar, chairman and
member of the Green Team since its
inception in 2010, was in attendance
to receive the support of the township
committee.

The Green Team has been certified
twice previously, in 2010 and 2013,
and is preparing to file for recertifica-
tion this year for another three years.

More information on the Green
Team can be found at
mygreencranford.org.

Following the Green Team procla-
mation, Mayor Kalnins read a procla-
mation honoring the memory and
environmental advocacy contribu-
tions of Dr. Paul Lioy.

Dr. Lioy was a resident of Cranford
for 35 years who had contributed his
expertise on environmental pollut-
ants and toxins to a number of projects
over the years.

He was professor of environmen-
tal and occupational health at the
Rutgers School of Public Health
and formerly served as a member of
the Cranford Environmental Com-
mission.
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Kelly Waters Takes Over As
Mun. Judge in Scotch Plains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — When Kelly
Waters, Scotch Plains’ new munici-
pal judge, isn’t presiding over court
sessions on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month, she can be found
either in the offices of her law firm or
— even more likely — focused on a
cause near to her heart and home.

Judge Waters was sworn into her
new post at the township council’s
reorganization meeting last month,
taking over for Judge Antonio Inacio
after a 10-year term.

“I was either going to be a teacher
or a lawyer,” she told The Westfield
Leader, pointing out that her father
was an attorney.  Judge Waters lived
in Scotch Plains as a child but moved
to Elizabeth in the early 1970s when
her father worked for the City of
Elizabeth.

She graduated from Union Catho-
lic High School and Rutgers Univer-
sity and received her law degree from
New York Law School. After serving
a judicial law clerkship with Judge
Herbert Friend in Morris County,
Judge Waters entered private prac-
tice in the early 1990s and focused
mainly civil defense litigation. In
2007, she was appointed as one of the
municipal judges in Union Township.

Late last year, she joined the firm of
Wood Smith Henning & Berman,
LLP, a California-based law firm with
offices across the U.S. where she is
the managing partner of  its New
Jersey office.

Talking about her new position in
Scotch Plains, Judge Waters said she
tries to be guided by the reality that,
for most people in municipal court,
“it’s the only time they’ve ever inter-
acted with the judicial system” so it’s
important for her, she said, to “be fair
and sometimes to take a breath and
have compassion and understanding”
for people’s personal situations. “I
want them to walk away believing
that their judicial system works for
them.”

She described herself to The Leader
as someone who “cares for the law”
and promised to enforce and apply it
fairly, adding that she has “a great
concern for our newest drivers when
they violate their provisional license
as well as those who continue to
speed on the Martine Avenue exten-
sion.”

With a town that is home to three
high schools, she said there are many
new drivers on the road and she wants
the roadways to be safe for all motor-
ists and pedestrians.

Outside the courtroom and the law

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
CIVIC-MINDED FAMILY...Newly sworn in Cranford school board member
Kristen Mallon, second from left, poses for a picture with family. Her husband,
John Mallon, far left, was sworn in as a member of the township committee two
weeks ago.

that if the borough changed from the
state-provided health insurance fund
to a private insurer, the benefit would
be eliminated. That was rejected 3-
to-2, with Mr. Petruzzelli abstaining.

Mr. Sarno then introduced his reso-
lution from the dais, arguing that Mr.
Petruzzelli’s benefits have gone from
just under $16,000 for his family in
2009, his first year on council, to
more than $32,000 for this year, and
cumulatively has cost the borough
$168,812.

He identified seven New Jersey
municipalities that have eliminated
the benefits over the past five years
and argued Garwood should do the
same.

Mr. Petruzzelli stayed largely si-
lent during much of the conversation,
but said “no” when asked directly by
Mr. Sarno if he would voluntarily
give up his benefits.

The only time Mr. Petruzzelli spoke
at any length was during an exchange
with Mr. Mathieu, who asked if the
ordinance was adopted, would he sue
the borough.

“I don’t know what I would do,
Jim,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu continued by men-
tioning that full-time borough em-
ployees contribute 14 percent of their
salary toward their health insurance
premiums and asked Mr. Petruzzelli
how much he made.

Clearly irritated, Mr. Petruzzelli
quoted his councilman’s stipend of
$1,500, which drew a sarcastic retort
from Mr. Mathieu: “You know what
I meant.” That was quickly followed
by the whack of Mr. Lombardo’s
gavel.

Residents Jennifer Blumenstock
and Paul Nieves called Mr. Sarno’s
and Mr. Mathieu’s efforts “grand-
standing” before former councilman
Bill Nierstedt got up to wave what he
said was a $50 check for another
resident, Bruce Paterson, who for five
years has pushed the issue of reduc-
ing or eliminating the health benefits.

Mr. Nierstedt said the $50 was to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council
cover Mr. Paterson’s tax payment for
his share of Mr. Petruzzelli’s health
insurance.

Mr. Nierstedt invoked Garwood’s
motto, “Little Town, Big Heart,” to
chastise those who advocated revok-
ing the benefits, referring to Mr.
Petruzzelli’s special-needs son.

Mr. Paterson questioned what Mr.
Petruzzelli did for insurance before
he became a councilman, suggesting
he ran for election to get the benefits.
Rich McCormack, who owns a con-
tracting business like Mr. Petruzzelli,
said he understood the councilman’s
plight, but paid his own insurance as
an independent businessman.

In the end, Mr. Sarno’s motion to
introduce the elimination of benefits
passed 4-to-1, with only Ms. Todisco
opposing. Mr. Sarno and Mr. Mathieu
voted with Ms. Cuccaro to approve,
as did Mr. Martin, who explained that
if he determines that the measure was
unlawful, he would vote against it at
the Tuesday, February 23 meeting.

In other issues, Borough Engineer
Don Guarriello announced that New
Jersey American Water would replace
the main on Willow Avenue from
Center Street to the Cranford border
on Thursday. The water company was
to replace a six-inch main – and a
two-inch line near the border – with
an eight-inch pipe as well as access
lines to individual homes.

The council also discussed sub-
mitting an application for a county
infrastructure matching grant, decid-
ing to request funds for repaving
Center Street as well as to fund records
management projects. Mr. Guarriello
said Center Street has not been re-
paved in 35 years and was starting to
show its age.

Other issues included snow re-
moval during January’s blizzard, with
some residents apparently approach-
ing some council members to ask
why roads were not plowed curb to
curb.

Mr. Petruzzelli, the Streets and
Roads Committee chairman, explained
that the 27 inches of snow presented
rare issues of where to put it and the
fact that Fire Chief Len Spina de-
clared the roads passable for his
department’s vehicles and therefore
further removal was unnecessary.

Facilities Management put forth a
request for $152,500 to contract with
Magic Touch Construction of
Keyport, N.J. for plumbing installa-
tion and repair for two years.

Another $131,000 was requested
by engineering and facilities man-
agement to award a contract outside
of the usual public bidding to Sim-
plex Grinnell of Rockaway, N.J., to
provide maintenance repair on the
Simplex Grinnell fire alarm and
sprinkler system at the Union County
Oriscello Correctional Facility in
Elizabeth.

One resolution that drew ques-
tions from Freeholder Al Mirabella
involved renewing a lease agree-
ment with Immaculate Conception
Church in Elizabeth for 75 parking
spaces for Division of Social Ser-
vices employees.

The contract would be extended
under the same terms as last year, $70
per space per month, or $5,520. That,
Mr. Guzzo explained, is in compari-
son to $10 per space per day the
county spends to lease spaces for
residents fulfilling jury duty.

Other proposed resolutions in-
cluded authorizing spending at the
cost of $44,580 for burials for indi-
gent people in the county, or $1,550
per funeral, “for every funeral home
that will accept the fee,” Mr. Guzzo
said. The state legislature sets the
price for the expense, he said.

Last year, the county spent $38,000
for 28 burials.

The Department of Public Safety
asked for the freeholders to exercise
a $90,000 option in a five-year con-
tract with Ambulance Reimbursement
Systems of Allentown, Pa., for emer-
gency medical services billing.

Department Director Andrew
Moran explained that the option was
part of the original agreement that
was divided into an initial two-year
period, a two-year option and a final
one-year option.

The department also asked the
freeholders to amend a previous
resolution that authorized disburse-
ment of funds through the “match-
ing municipal award” program. Mr.
Moran said the state changed for-
mulas by allocating various
amounts of money to the counties,
which were then to be distributed to
its municipalities.

However, the state requires the
grants to be matching, and the lan-
guage requested would change that in
the county resolution.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Council Okays Agreement
With State for IT Services

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
on Tuesday night passed a resolution
to authorize the town administrator to
execute an agreement with the New
Jersey Office of Information Technol-
ogy to provide emergency telecom-
munications services. This agreement
goes hand in hand with $1.1 million
authorized by the town council in
December 2015 for an upgrade to a
digital radio system for the Police,
Fire and Public Works departments to
comply with Federal Communication
Commission (FCC) mandates.

The town also closed out the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
grant totaling $145,000 for road resur-
facing of North Euclid Avenue begin-
ning in 2013. The final 25-percent pay-
ment of the grant was received. The
total cost of the work performed by
Fischer Contracting was just under
$20,000 more than the grant received.

Also, an ordinance was amended to
add a handicapped-parking spot on
Temple Place.

At the start of its regular public
meeting, the council congratulated the
Westfield High School (WHS) Blue
Devils Marching Band for placing
first in the U.S. Bands A-Class Na-
tional Championship on November 8.
The WHS Marching Band also re-
ceived awards for Best Music and
Best Overall Effect.

“I am very proud of all the students
and the hard work they put in,” Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said.

Mayor Skibitsky read the proclama-
tion to the band and its directors, Chris
Vitale and Trevor Sindorf, who stood
on the dais with the council and mayor.
Mayor Skibitsky extended the wishes
to each member of the band, “to de-
velop a lifelong appreciation for the
value of music in his or her life.”

“We are very thankful that our stu-
dents have the resources available to
them to get this experience in their
high-school career...we are very lucky
to have a program like this in our high
school,” Mr. Vitale said.

The next council meeting will be on
Tuesday, February 23.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A FINAL LOOK…Pedestrians on Elm Street get a last view of the Trader Joe’s
supermarket as demolition workers on Friday begin to raze the structure which
was severely damaged from accumulated snow on its roof during the Janaury
blizzard.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
NEW TO THE SCHOOL BOARD...Patrick A. Lynch, right, poses with his
family after being sworn in to the Cranford Board of Education on Monday.

office, much of Judge Waters’ time
for the past 25 years has been focused
on efforts to assist her younger
brother, John, who has been afflicted
with multiple sclerosis since the late
1980s when he was 17 years old.

MS is a chronic and often unpre-
dictable disease that targets the cen-
tral nervous system and affects people
primarily between 20 and 50 years
old. It’s estimated that about 400,000
Americans suffer from the disease.

Toward that end, Judge Waters be-
gan volunteering for the local chapter
of the Greater North Jersey Chapter
of the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society in 1991 as her brother’s physi-
cal difficulties mounted. In 1992, she
joined its board of trustees — a posi-
tion she served in until last year.

Looking back, she said that “it was
hard to see a very healthy young man
now having real mobility issues.”

Her brother went from using a cane
in high school to having to use a
walker and then a wheelchair. John
Waters resides in Westfield with their
mother, a stone’s throw from his
sister’s house in Mountainside, which
she shares with her high school-age
son, who attends the Academy for
Performing Arts at the Union County
Vocation-Technical School.

One of her favorite events in sup-
port of people with MS is the annual
Women on the Move Luncheon,
which she founded  in New Jersey
more than 14 years ago. The money
raised from the luncheon support the
national research effort, Judge Wa-
ters said, and locally helps people
address the challenges of living with
multiple sclerosis.

She said the event has grown in
recent years to some 400 attendees
and raises $50,000 to $80,000 a year,
and includes a fashion show starring
women with MS as models.

Most recently, she has also been
involved in fundraising efforts aimed
at financing a new clinical drug trial
whose focus is to improve mobility
for those afflicted with the disease
and reverse the effects of MS on the
nervous system.

Judge Waters said she is proud of
her and her family’s efforts on behalf
of people with MS over the past 25
years. It’s the goal of her and her
family, she said, to “continue to sup-
port the MS community so that all
people diagnosed with MS can live a
life free of MS.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Kelly Waters Takes Over As
Mun. Judge in Scotch Plains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — When Kelly
Waters, Scotch Plains’ new munici-
pal judge, isn’t presiding over court
sessions on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month, she can be found
either in the offices of her law firm or
— even more likely — focused on a
cause near to her heart and home.

Judge Waters was sworn into her
new post at the township council’s
reorganization meeting last month,
taking over for Judge Antonio Inacio
after a 10-year term.

“I was either going to be a teacher
or a lawyer,” she told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, pointing out
that her father was an attorney.  Judge
Waters lived in Scotch Plains as a

child but moved to Elizabeth in the
early 1970s when her father worked
for the City of Elizabeth.

She graduated from Union Catho-
lic High School and Rutgers Univer-
sity and received her law degree from
New York Law School. After serving
a judicial law clerkship with Judge
Herbert Friend in Morris County,
Judge Waters entered private prac-
tice in the early 1990s and focused
mainly civil defense litigation. In
2007, she was appointed as one of the
municipal judges in Union Township.

Late last year, she joined the firm of
Wood Smith Henning & Berman,
LLP, a California-based law firm with
offices across the U.S. where she is
the managing partner of  its New
Jersey office.

Talking about her new position in
Scotch Plains, Judge Waters said she
tries to be guided by the reality that,
for most people in municipal court,
“it’s the only time they’ve ever inter-
acted with the judicial system” so it’s
important for her, she said, to “be fair
and sometimes to take a breath and
have compassion and understanding”
for people’s personal situations. “I
want them to walk away believing
that their judicial system works for
them.”

She described herself to The Times
as someone who “cares for the law”
and promised to enforce and apply it
fairly, adding that she has “a great
concern for our newest drivers when
they violate their provisional license
as well as those who continue to speed
on the Martine Avenue extension.”

With a town that is home to three
high schools, she said there are many
new drivers on the road and she wants
the roadways to be safe for all motor-
ists and pedestrians.

Outside the courtroom and the law
office, much of Judge Waters’ time
for the past 25 years has been focused
on efforts to assist her younger brother,
John, who has been afflicted with
multiple sclerosis since the late 1980s
when he was 17 years old.

MS is a chronic and often unpre-
dictable disease that targets the cen-
tral nervous system and affects people
primarily between 20 and 50 years
old. It’s estimated that about 400,000
Americans suffer from the disease.

Toward that end, Judge Waters be-
gan volunteering for the local chapter
of the Greater North Jersey Chapter
of the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society in 1991 as her brother’s physi-
cal difficulties mounted. In 1992, she
joined its board of trustees — a posi-
tion she served in until last year.

Looking back, she said that “it was
hard to see a very healthy young man

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Zoning Board Nearing End
Of Wawa Hearings

Red Cross Selling Elm St.
Property in Westfield

Freeholders Look to Extend
Incinerator Deal to 2053

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment’s months-long
hearing on the proposal seeking to
build a Wawa convenience store and
gas station on eastbound Route 22
may be nearing its conclusion.

At last Thursday’s hearing — the
sixth since the process got underway
last April — Wawa wrapped up its
presentation with more than three
hours of testimony from Paul Grygiel,
a professional planner who spent
about an hour reviewing various as-

pects of the proposed site, which in-
cludes a convenience store and six
fuel-dispensing stations, as well as
defending the variances that Wawa is
requesting.

Afterward, Mr. Grygiel engaged in
an at times contentious question-and-
answer session with attorney Marc
Rogoff, who is representing John
Lama, a Rolling Knolls Road resi-
dent and opponent of the application.

Mr. Rogoff contended several times
that the Wawa proposal was in con-
travention of the township’s master
plan and also said the site was not
suitable given its proximity to resi-
dential development.

Mr. Grygiel countered that Wawa’s
planned development was permitted
on the site, which is actually four
separate lots — the rear one zoned for
residential use and the other three,
closer to Route 22, zoned for busi-
ness.

He also maintained that the entire
property was more suitable for com-
mercial use and was currently being
used for commercial purposes by the
present occupants of the site, the
Sanguiliano Garden Center.

Mr. Grygiel also said the proposed
Wawa development would include
new landscape and fence buffering
along the residential lots, something
that is not there now.

Under questioning from members
of the board, Mr. Grygiel admitted
that the proposed commercial use of
the property would have more im-

pact on the neighborhood — espe-
cially from a traffic standpoint —
than it would if two single-family
homes were built on the lot zoned for
houses.

But he added that Wawa had tried
to mitigate such an impact through
the use of additional buffering and by
putting most of the convenience store
and gas station on the commercial-
zoned lots.

Several residents among the ap-
proximately 75 homeowners attend-
ing last week’s hearing questioned
Mr. Grygiel about various issues, in-
cluding the potential for increased
traffic and whether the entire site was
really being used for commercial pur-
poses at the present time.

Mr. Grygiel said he had seen vari-
ous landscaping equipment and other
items stored on the area of the prop-
erty zoned for residential use, but a
neighbor offered a photograph taken
of a children’s playground set that the
resident maintained was situated in
the same area of the property.

Another neighborhood resident,
Kim Kraft, displayed large photo-
graphs he had taken of traffic backed
up on Route 22 and Mountain Avenue
during rush hours and asked about the
impact on traffic once the Wawa was
operating.

The zoning board will hold a spe-
cial meeting on Monday, February
29, at which time Mr. Rogoff said he
will present the board with testimony

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After 65 years in
Westfield, the American Red Cross
announced Tuesday that it is selling
its property at 321 Elm Street.

“The New Jersey Region is in the
process of reviewing its real estate
footprint taking into account its ser-
vice delivery, volunteer operations,
training locations and storage needs.
Since its 2012 reorganization, the Red
Cross has continued to operate with
22 facilities in New Jersey, some of
which are underutilized and others
that are in need of significant repair,”
the organization said in a press re-
lease. “Following a comprehensive
review in consultation with local
board members, executives and divi-
sion leadership, the region has closed
and sold the building located at 321
Elm Street in Westfield.”

A review of tax records show the
property was last sold on April 30,
1951. As a non-profit, the Red Cross
was not paying any property taxes.

When reached for comment Tues-
day, Red Cross spokeswoman Diane
Concannon, despite the wording in
its press release, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the non-
profit has received an offer for the
building that it is pursuing but that it
has not closed on the property.

“That information (real estate trans-
action) will probably be available after
the closing,” she said when asked
who the buyer was and what the sale
price was.

The Elm Street location had been
used as the home for the Westfield-
Mountainside chapter for many years.
The office was later merged into the
Raritan Valley chapter, which no
longer exists. Since 2012, Westfield
has been part of the Summit Cross-
roads chapter, where the Westfield
employees and volunteers have mi-
grated to. The organization also has
area offices in Somerville and
Montclair. Its North Jersey chapter
office is in Fairfield.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union
County freeholders will consider
adopting a renegotiated deal with
Covanta Union LLC for the opera-
tion of the trash incinerator in
Rahway, alleviating the county of
its obligation to provide 100,000
tons of garbage from outside the
district in exchange for a 22-year
lease extension.

The proposal was introduced at a
special February 4 meeting, which
followed an agenda session and
more than hour-long executive ses-
sion. Freeholder Chris Hudak for-
merly introduced the measure and
announced a public hearing on the
matter would be held Thursday,
February 18.

Covanta, or as it was previously
known as, Ogden-Martin Corp., has
operated the incinerator since it
opened in 1994, processing the trash
from all 21 municipalities in Union
County. The new contract would
amend the pact, which was altered
last in 2011, by extending the
county’s obligation with Covanta
until 2053.

Covanta leases and operates the
property from Union County for
about $8 million per year in debt
service on the facility and another
$4 million in cash, said Dan
Sullivan, executive director of the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) that negotiated the con-
tract.

The company charges municipali-
ties or, in the case of some towns
that require residents to privately
contract for trash removal, com-
mercial haulers a per ton rate to
burn the garbage. It also produces
electricity and sells the excess on
the open market.

A 2011 change made Union
County responsible for providing
about 100,000 tons of trash to the
facility from outside the county, in
addition to the approximate 330,000
produced by the municipalities
within. The UCUA had negotiated
to take New York City trash, but the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) pro-
hibited that, and deals to take gar-
bage from other counties have also
fallen through, Mr. Sullivan said.

Union County was still respon-
sible for the 100,000 tons and had
to pay Covanta for any shortfall.
The renegotiated deal would elimi-
nate that provision, Mr. Sullivan
said.

In other matters, the board re-
viewed several spending requests
by the various county departments
from senior services to plumbing.

The biggest ticket item was  $1.6
million for the Department of Hu-
man Services to spend on meals on
wheels, homemaker and other as-
sistance to county residents 60 and
older. Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo explained that the re-
quested money is about a quarter of
the total his department will spend
before the end of the year.

Engineering, Public Works and
Facilities Management put forth a
request for $152,500 to contract
with Magic Touch Construction of
Keyport, N.J. for plumbing instal-
lation and repair for two years.

Another $131,000 was requested
by engineering and facilities man-
agement to award a contract out-
side of the usual public bidding to
Simplex Grinnell of Rockaway,
N.J., to provide maintenance repair
on the Simplex Grinnell fire alarm
and sprinkler system at the Union

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUEEN FROSTINE…A little girl awaits her turn in a life-size version of the board game Candy Land, staged Saturday
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
CHECKING IT OUT…Fanwood Rescue Squad member Nancy Mustachio,
foreground, conducts a blood pressure screening at the Go Red event.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
OM MY….Residents of the Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living complex get in a
mini yoga class conducted by Onyx Yoga Studios of Warren as part of a Go Red
for Women event, a national cardiovascular risk awareness campaign by the
American Heart Association.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GATHER ROUND…More than 120 middle school students take part in the
Leadership Training Conference Saturday at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School sponsored by the Educational Enrichment Foundation and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District.



Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 10 Thursday, February 11, 2016 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

SP-F Preschool Registration
Begins February 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public School District
will begin accepting preschool appli-
cations for the 2016-2017 school year
on Tuesday, February 16. The Pre-
school Program uses the Creative Cur-
riculum, which fosters children’s learn-
ing through exploration and discovery.
Preschool classes are comprised of
general education students and stu-
dents with special needs, as determined
by a district evaluation.

Applicants must be residents of
Scotch Plains or Fanwood. Proof of
residency status and an original birth
certificate will be required for new
students enrolling in the program. The
child’s age as of October 1, 2016 will
determine placement in a 3-year-old
or 4-year-old class. Typically, 3-year-
olds attend the morning session from
8:35  to11:20 a.m and 4-year-olds
attend the afternoon session from
12:20 to 3:10 p.m.  All classes meet
five days per week.

Tuition for the half-day program will

be $310 per month and spaces will be
reserved on a first-come, first-served
basis.  A 10 percent sibling discount is
available.

In addition, free/reduced tuition may
be available for families who qualify per
federal guidelines or a district review.

Applications will be available at all
district elementary schools and on the
program website (www.spfk12.org/
preschool) beginning February 12th.
Please mail all applications to the Of-
fice of State, Federal & Elementary
Programs located at 667 Westfield
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.  For
additional information, please contact
the office at (908) 889-0559 or email
preschool@spfk12.org.
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Wawa

now having real mobility issues.”
Her brother went from using a cane

in high school to having to use a
walker and then a wheelchair. John
Waters resides in Westfield with their
mother, a stone’s throw from his
sister’s house in Mountainside, which
she shares with her high school-age
son, who attends the Academy for
Performing Arts at the Union County
Vocation-Technical School.

One of her favorite events in sup-
port of people with MS is the annual
Women on the Move Luncheon,
which she founded  in New Jersey
more than 14 years ago. The money
raised from the luncheon support the
national research effort, Judge Wa-
ters said, and locally helps people
address the challenges of living with
multiple sclerosis.

She said the event has grown in
recent years to some 400 attendees
and raises $50,000 to $80,000 a year,
and includes a fashion show starring
women with MS as models.

Most recently, she has also been
involved in fundraising efforts aimed
at financing a new clinical drug trial
whose focus is to improve mobility
for those afflicted with the disease
and reverse the effects of MS on the
nervous system.

Judge Waters said she is proud of
her and her family’s efforts on behalf
of people with MS over the past 25
years. It’s the goal of her and her
family, she said, to “continue to sup-
port the MS community so that all
people diagnosed with MS can live a
life free of MS.”

from his own professional planner as
well as testimony from Mr. Lama, his
client.

Ms. Concannon said as part of its
review of its “real estate footprint” in
New Jersey it was determined that the
Westfield office was underutilized and
should be sold.

She said the Red Cross is looking
for donated space from faith-based
organizations and churches in
Westfield to be used for meetings by
some of its groups. She added that
there will still be Westfield-based vol-
unteers and groups such as its youth
group.

County Oriscello Correctional Fa-
cility in Elizabeth.

One resolution that drew ques-
t ions  f rom Freeholder  Al
Mirabella involved renewing a
lease agreement with Immaculate
Conception Church in Elizabeth
for 75 parking spaces for Divi-
sion of Social Services employ-
ees.

The contract would be extended
under the same terms as last year,
$70 per space per month, or $5,520.
That, Mr. Guzzo explained, is in
comparison to $10 per space per day
the county spends to lease spaces for
residents fulfilling jury duty.

Other proposed resolutions in-
cluded authorizing spending at the
cost of $44,580 for burials for indi-
gent people in the county, or $1,550
per funeral, “for every funeral home
that will accept the fee,” Mr. Guzzo
said. The state legislature sets the
price for the expense, he said.

Last year, the county spent
$38,000 for 28 burials.

The Department of Public Safety
asked for the freeholders to exercise
a $90,000 option in a five-year con-
tract with Ambulance Reimburse-
ment Systems of Allentown, Pa., for
emergency medical services billing.

Department Director Andrew

Welcome home to Lantern Hill.

Life is bright with possibilities at Lantern Hill, a vibrant retirement 
community opening this spring in New Providence, New Jersey.

 •  Dwell in comfort with a variety of stylish fl oor plans.

 •  Stay active with a vast off ering of resort-style amenities.

 •  Enjoy the ease of life without house maintenance and repairs.

 •  Feel secure knowing that specialized care is available on-site.

Th ere’s never been a better time to learn more. 
Call 1-800-795-8283 for your free brochure.

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com
11260716

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWN GOES TRADER JOE’S…The work to demolish Trader Joe’s supermar-
ket on Elm Street, severely damaged from accumulated snow in January’s
blizzard, began Friday. Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LEAVING TOWN…The American Red Cross is selling its property at 321 Elm
Street in Westfield. The Red Cross, which has called the site home since 1951, has
moved its employees and volunteers to its Summit Crossroads Chapter facility.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
LADIES IN RED….The Go Red Women’s Heart Health Fair at the Chelsea at Fanwood drew lots of color. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Little Hearts, Big World CPR instructor Melissa Paduksly, Chelsea Communications Director Danielle
Fisher, Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell, Chelse Executive Director Jennifer Ricci, Fanwood Councilwoman
Erin McElroy-Barker and Chelsea Concierge Laura Parizeau.

Council Okays Agreement
With State for IT Services

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil on Tuesday night passed a resolu-
tion to authorize the town adminis-
trator to execute an agreement with
the New Jersey Office of Informa-
tion Technology to provide emer-
gency telecommunications services.
This agreement goes hand in hand
with $1.1 million authorized by the
town council in December 2015 for
an upgrade to a digital radio system
for the Police, Fire and Public Works
departments to comply with Federal
Communication Commission (FCC)
mandates.

The town also closed out the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
grant totaling $145,000 for road re-
surfacing of North Euclid Avenue
beginning in 2013. The final 25-
percent payment of the grant was
received. The total cost of the work
performed by Fischer Contracting
was just under $20,000 more than
the grant received.

Also, an ordinance was amended
to add a handicapped-parking spot
on Temple Place.

At the start of its regular public
meeting, the council congratulated

the Westfield High School (WHS)
Blue Devils Marching Band for plac-
ing first in the U.S. Bands A-Class
National Championship on Novem-
ber 8. The WHS Marching Band also
received awards for Best Music and
Best Overall Effect.

“I am very proud of all the students
and the hard work they put in,” Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said.

Mayor Skibitsky read the procla-
mation to the band and its directors,
Chris Vitale and Trevor Sindorf, who
stood on the dais with the council and
mayor. Mayor Skibitsky extended the
wishes to each member of the band,
“to develop a lifelong appreciation
for the value of music in his or her
life.”

“We are very thankful that our stu-
dents have the resources available to
them to get this experience in their
high-school career...we are very lucky
to have a program like this in our high
school,” Mr. Vitale said.

The next council meeting will be
on Tuesday, February 23.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING CHARGE…Lindsay takes part in the morning ice-breaking activities
at the Leadership Training Conference for middle school students Saturday at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School sponsored by the Educational Enrichment
Foundation and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District.

Moran explained that the option
was part of the original agreement
that was divided into an initial two-
year period, a two-year option and
a final one-year option.

The department also asked the
freeholders to amend a previous
resolution that authorized disburse-
ment of funds through the “match-
ing municipal award” program. Mr.
Moran said the state changed for-
mulas by allocating various
amounts of money to the counties,
which were to then to be distributed
to its municipalities.

However, the state requires the
grants to be matching, and the lan-
guage requested would change that
in the county resolution.

Correction
A caption that appeared below a

page 10 picture in the January 21st
issue of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times regarding a donation to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association incorrectly identified
one of the persons in the picture.
The caption should have identified
Clayton Pierce, shown on the left,
facilitator of the recycling associa-
tion. Lewis Head, director of fiber
recycling for the Association, was
correctly identified.

www.goleader.com
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Attorney General Leaving for
Position at Rutgers University
Acting Attorney General John

Hoffman is leaving his job at Rutgers
University for a position, according
to media reports.

Mr. Hoffman will be the
university’s senior vice-president and
general counsel effective March 14.

Mr. Hoffman has served as acting
attorney general since June 2013 af-
ter Governor Chris Christie appointed
then-Attorney General Jeff Chiesa to
the U.S. Senate following the death
of Frank Lautenberg. Mr. Hoffman
was never confirmed by the state
Senate, according to app.com.

“Attorney General Hoffman’s in-
tegrity, honesty and sincerity is well
known in the legal community and
throughout New Jersey,” Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) said. “As the chief
law enforcement official in our state,
he is known as a man of principle and
courage. We were very fortunate to
have a man with his experience and
background serve in government.”

Union County Third Highest
Taxes In State at $10,241

Union County property taxes are
the third highest in the state, accord-
ing to a chart from the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs
published on nj.com. (See story and
char ton page 5).

Average taxes rose 2.7 percent from
2014 to 2015 from $10,241 to $10,521.
Essex County has the highest tax at
$11,247 followed by Bergen at $11,078.
Cumberland has the lowest tax at $3,921
followed by Cape May at $4,729.

Assembly Advances Bill
Studying Full-Day Kindergarten

An Assembly panel has advanced
legislation to create a task force to study
the feasibility of full-day kindergarten
programs throughout New Jersey.

The bill (A-1016), approved by the
Assembly Education Committee on
Monday, would establish a 21-mem-
ber task force to study and evaluate
issues related to implementing full-
time kindergarten. It will review exist-
ing research; implementation issues,
including staffing needs and facility
space availability; funding concerns;
and curriculum comparisons between
full- and half-day programs.

Under current law, a board of edu-
cation is permitted, but not required
to establish a kindergarten program
for five-year old students, except in
districts in which 40 percent or more
of students are considered “at risk.”
According to the Assembly Republi-
can Office, each school district deter-
mines the date by which a child must
attain the age of five years in order to
enroll in kindergarten. Districts are
also allowed to enroll a child who is
not yet five years old.

Sweeney: AC Bankruptcy
Wrong for City and State

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) responded last
month to Atlantic City Mayor Don
Guardian’s threat to declare bank-
ruptcy for Atlantic City:

“I have been warning for more
than a year that Atlantic City’s fiscal
crisis is severe and, absent real re-

form, is in a steep decline towards
collapse and ruin... Now the Mayor
finally recognizes the severity of the
city’s problems, but his plan to declare
bankruptcy is the worst possible out-
come for Atlantic City and for the
State of New Jersey... He doesn’t have
the authority to unilaterally declare
bankruptcy because only the state is
vested with that power. He also fails to
understand that putting the city into
bankruptcy would have disastrous re-
sults for the city and could jeopardize
the financial standing of other cities in
New Jersey, resulting in credit down-
grades and higher costs...

“The emergency manager is warn-
ing that the city will run out of money
in April. It owes bondholders over
$500 million, owes property owners
more than $150 million for tax ap-
peals and has no ability to borrow in
the bond market. Property values have
declined at an unprecedented rate,
the foreclosure rate is the highest in
the nation and unemployment is
above Great Recession levels... By
having the state manage the city’s
finances it could negotiate with credi-
tors, access the bond market, mon-
etize its assets, and organize and right
size city government...”

President Obama's $10 Oil Tax
Is ‘Dead on Arrival’

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) says
Obama Administration’s proposal to
add a $10 tax on every barrel of oil “will
raise energy prices across the board.”

“The President’s plan to impose a
new tax on energy will hit American
families hard...  A $10-per-barrel tax
on oil will raise energy prices across
the board.  This plan is dead on arrival
in Congress.”

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI
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Review Continues on CF
2016 Municipal Budget

SPF BOE Committee
Assignments Told

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
has announced the following assign-
ments for the 2016 committee as-
signments:

Finance: Cindy Clancy and Evan
Murray;

Policy: Amy Winkler, Mr. Murray,
Ms. Clancy, and Tonya Williams;

Curriculum: Jeanne Cleary, Karen
Kulikowski, Ms. Winkler, and Char-
lotte Schirmer;

Facilities: Mr. Murray, Ms.
Schirmer, Ms. Williams, and Ms.
Kulikowski,

Personnel: Ms. Kulikowski, Ms.
Winkler, and Ms. Clancy.

Negotiation Committees:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education

Association (SPFEA)/Board Rela-
tions, Ms. Cleary, Nancy Bauer, and
Ms. Clancy;

Teamsters: Mr. Murray and Ms.
Winkler

Supervisors, Administrators: Ms.
Kulikowski, Ms. Schirmer, and Ms.
Williams

Superintendent’s Evaluation: Ms.
Cleary and Ms. Bauer

Liaisons:
Garden State Coalition: Ms. Bauer
New Jersey School Boards Asso-

ciation: Mr. Murray
Union County School Boards As-

sociation: Ms. Winkler
Union County Educational Ser-

vices Commission: Ms. Clancy and
Ms. Schirmer

PTA Council: Ms. Cleary and Ms.
Clancy

Municipal Alliance Committee
(MAC): Ms. Kulikowski

SPF Shared Services: Ms. Winkler,
Ms. Clancy and Ms. Bauer (alt.)

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Budget presenta-
tions continued Monday at the town-
ship committee workshop meeting.

“Everyone came in pretty flat year
over year. It’s these little asks — we
have decide if we are going to fund
them or not,” Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

The police department  asked for
a $2 per hour raise for the school
crossing guards and the summer
guard part-timers, saying they have
not had a raise since 2008, bringing
it to about $16 and $13 per hour,
respectively. The police also asked
to consider making the current two
part-time parking enforcement of-
ficer positions full-time. It would
ensure the parking in the township is
fully enforced, and also aid in rev-
enue. Commissioners Tom Hannen,
Jr. and Patrick Giblin both said the
flip side to that is ticketing may have
a negative impact on shoppers in the
downtown.

The Construction Code office re-
quested to purchase a pickup truck
with a plow. “We are in dire need of
vehicles,” Construction Official/
Building Subcode Official Richard
Belluscio said. The truck would be
used by the inspector and also to
plow snow. The cost is about the
same as the Ford Focus the depart-
ment has bought in the past but
would have more usefulness, he
said.

The Office of Planning and Zoning
budgets remaining flat, Zoning Of-
ficer Bob Hudak said. The revenue
has jumped to $71,000 in revenue
versus $39,000 last year, in large part
due to applications received, Mr.
Hudak said.

The zoning board’s attorney, David
Weeks, filed an appeal last year, Mr.
Hudak said, after the State of New
Jersey said Mr. Weeks is a municipal
employee. “We still don’t know the
status of his employment — if he is a
municipal employee or contract,” Mr.
Hudak said.

The finance department and the
municipal courts also presented their
budgets.

Phase 2B of the township’s North-
east Quadrant Stormwater Manage-
ment Project is to begin construction
this year and be completed by the end
of the year, Township Engineer Carl
O’Brien said. This part of the project
included the installation of collector
storm sewers underground along Riv-
erside Drive to convey stormwater
runoff to the pump station. It would
take about six months to complete,
he said. It would also include some
sanitary sewers upgrades and then
the whole street would be paved. The
Township of Cranford retained Hatch
Mott MacDonald to develop a com-
prehensive plan for the project.

The property owner of 2 Venetia
Avenue rejected the bids that came in
for the elevation of the home, under
the elevation funding the township
received from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) Haz-
ard Mitigation Grant. The grant while
aiding in the financial outlay of the
elevation does not fully pay the costs.
Cranford received in 2012,

$3,132,000 in funds, according to the
State of New Jersey website. The
program has seen some homeowners
back out of elevations after realizing
the costs to do so. Also, a homeowner
who had decided to go forward came
before the committee last year with
complaints that contractors are tak-
ing much longer to complete the work.

The entire project, which had ear-
marked 18 homes to be raised, is
about to be completed, Attorney
Diane Dabulas said.

The township engineer said the
Garwood Planning Board’s engineer
would relay the new plans for the
townhouse development at 484
Fourth Avenue in Garwood, known
as the Hidi property, once they are
submitted by the developer.

The potential flooding impacts
on Cranford’s Brookside detention
basin and Gallows Hill Brook have
been brought to the attention of the
committee by resident Barbara
Krause. Mrs. Krause informed the
committee that on January 19 a
judge reconfirmed the state court’s
denial of the planning board’s ap-
proval of the development, which
was planned for an area that has
wetlands on one-third of the prop-
erty and is situated near the 100-
year FEMA flood zone in Cranford,
Mrs. Krause said.

New Law Allows
Donations to Military
Vets Via Tax Returns
TRENTON – New Jersey taxpay-

ers will be able to donate money to a
fund designated for New Jersey mili-
tary personnel and families in need
via their annual state tax returns un-
der a bill signed into law on January
19.

The measure, sponsored by Asw.
Annette Quijano  (D-20th, Union),
establishes the “New Jersey Yellow
Ribbon Fund” that will, among other
things, defray the costs of food, hous-
ing, medical services and other ex-
penses to the active and reserve mem-
bers of the United States Armed
Forces, the National Guard from New
Jersey and their families affected by
extended deployment during Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom.

“Allowing residents to contribute
during tax time will enable organiza-
tions to help the hundreds of families
of the National Guard,” Asw. Quijano
said. “Many New Jerseyans want to
lend a hand to help our military fami-
lies and this is one way they would be
able to do it.”

The measure was approved by the
Senate Military and Veterans’ Affairs
Committee.  The full Assembly unani-
mously approved the measure in May.

Cranford Schools Consider
Block Scheduling

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education is considering
transitioning the Cranford High
School schedule from its current
eight-period day of 43 minutes each
with a 25-minute block for lunch to a
rotational schedule with six 57-
minute periods and a 55-minute
shared lunch period. The existing
daily schedule repeats throughout the
week, whereas the proposed sched-
ule would rotate, giving each day a
different flow.

According to the proposed change,
students would enroll in eight courses
but only attend six each day.

Cranford High School Principal
Kate McCabe explained the rationale
behind the changes to the board at its
meeting on Monday night.

Ms. McCabe said there are two
basic goals in mind. The first is in-
structional. She claimed that the
change would improve instruction
by eliminating time wasted by pack-
ing up and moving and tending to
procedural matters such as taking
attendance, thereby allowing more
time to be dedicated to providing
quality instruction.

The longer periods would also enable
teachers to go deeper into more com-
plex lessons, according to Ms. McCabe.

The second benefit of the change is
adding variation to the daily routine
of the students.

Speaking of how students would
experience the rotating routine, Ms.
McCabe said, “Since their classes
rotate, some days are tougher, some
days are easier. They see their classes
at different times. So they don’t al-
ways have History period 1, some-
times they’ll have it just before lunch.”

A further benefit of the change is
that students would not have to pre-
pare for all eight classes every night.
They can space out their assignments,
which should help cultivate better
time management skills, according
to Ms. McCabe.

Several area schools have already been
using this method of scheduling for many
years with positive results. Livingston,
Chatham, and Governor Livingston were
among the list of 18 schools Ms. McCabe
called attention to in her PowerPoint
presentation as already implementing
rotating scheduling.

Cranford district employees per-
formed site visits to some of these
schools to learn more about their
experiences. Ms. McCabe said that
the feedback from these schools was
overwhelmingly positive.

One of the greatest challenges of
the new schedule is that it calls for the
entire student body to eat lunch at the
same time in the one 55-minute time
block, instead of three consecutive
25-minute intervals.

There is not enough space in the
cafeteria to host all of the students, so
students would have to utilize other
rooms and school spaces to eat their
lunches.

Ms. McCabe said that while cer-
tain areas of the school may be re-
stricted, students would be allowed
freedom and flexibility to choose
where they would like to eat their
lunch.

Sargent Nazarro of the Cranford
Police Department, who was in at-
tendance at the meeting, voiced the
police department’s concerns about
the plan. Specifically, the police are
concerned about having so many stu-
dents together in one space for the
lunch hour. Also, the proposal cur-
rently allows for an open lunch that
would permit seniors in good stand-
ing to leave the school and return.
Sargent Nazarro expressed concern
about the safety of the students as
they traveled between school and ei-
ther their homes or downtown loca-
tions.

The open lunch option is still up in
the air. Ms. McCabe stated that she
planned to poll parents on the desir-
ability of this option if the board
gives the go ahead to move forward
with the schedule change.

No final decisions were made at
Monday night’s meeting. Interim Su-
perintendent Marilyn Birnbaum said
the board needs to decide on this
matter and begin to move forward,
however, she encouraged the board
to give the matter more thought, sug-
gesting that a vote would come at the
board’s next meeting on Monday,
February 22.

In other business, two new mem-
bers were sworn onto the board.
Patrick Lynch and Kristen Mallon
were voted on by the board to fill the
seats vacated by Jo Ann Boyle and
Jill Brown. Ms. Brown and Ms. Boyle
had each served on the board for
approximately 10 years.

Mr. Lynch and Ms. Mallon will
serve out the remainder of the 2016
portions of Ms. Brown and Ms.
Boyle’s terms. The seats will be up
for election in November.

Bramnick to Receive
Award From Bar Assoc.

TRENTON – The New Jersey State
Bar Association’s Civil Trial Bar Sec-
tion has named Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) as a recipient of its James
J. McLaughlin Award.

The award is presented each year to
individuals who demonstrate civility,
legal competence and professional-
ism in the practice of civil trial law.

Mr. Bramnick, a certified civil trial
attorney, will receive the award at the
group’s annual awards dinner on
Thursday, February 18, at 6 p.m. at
the Hyatt Regency in New Brunswick.

Mr. Bramnick is a partner in the
law firm of Bramnick Rodriquez
Grabas Arnold and Mangan based in
Scotch Plains. He was admitted to the
New York Bar in 1978 and the New
Jersey Bar in 1984. To register for the
event visit njsba.com or call NJSBA’s
Member Services at (732) 249-5000.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 11, 2016 Page 3

Raritan Coalition Launches
‘One Seat’ Ride Video, Petition

Kean Addresses NJ School
Choice Summit In JC

REGION – The Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition (RVRC) launched a video
and petition regarding the “One Seat”
direct ride into New York City in an
effort to get local legislators to en-
courage NJ Transit to make it a prior-
ity to lay out a plan of action.

In March of 2014 NJ Transit estab-
lished direct service (no change in
Newark) for midday trains on week-
days and in January of 2015 direct
trains after 8 p.m. on weekdays. How-
ever, there has been no more plans for
expanding the direct service.

“We’re only halfway toward our
goal of full mid-town direct service,”
said Peter Palmer, RVRC chairman
and Somerset County freeholder. “This
is not just about convenience for com-
muters. Direct service in all time slots
would have a major impact in terms of
economic development, improved
property values and the productivity
of our commuting workforce.”

The ultimate goal of the RVRC,
which has championed the one-seat
direct train service to New York since
1998, is complete direct service from
the Raritan Line into New York. Cur-
rently, riders on peak hour trains still
have to transfer in Newark.

Members of the RVRC continue to
meet regularly with NJ Transit offi-
cials to accomplish this goal. “We
understand the complex nature of
implementing these changes,” said
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, who
heads the RVRC Mayors Coalition.
“However, our first responsibility is
to the residents of every town on the
RVL and making sure they are treated
fairly in the transit system.”

To view the video and sign the
petition or for more information and
articles about the efforts to get one-
seat service go to
www.raritanvalleyrail.com or contact
info@raritanvalleyrail.com.

REGION — In commemoration of
National School Choice Week, Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-
21st, Westfield) served as a speaker at
the New Jersey School Choice Sum-
mit at Saint Peter’s University last
week. Sen. Kean highlighted New Jer-
sey Senate Republican plans to ensure
all children have access to quality
education, regardless of where they
live.

“For a child in a chronically failing
school, every day that goes by is an
opportunity lost, a future sacrificed,
and a community torn apart,” Sen.
Kean said. “My Senate Republican
colleagues and I are working tire-
lessly to replicate successful schools
that give trapped students new oppor-
tunities to achieve and succeed. We
can accomplish this goal in part by
expanding charter schools statewide

and passing legislation to empower all
parents to send their children to qual-
ity schools of their choice for a frac-
tion of the current cost to taxpayers.”

At this year’s summit, Sen. Kean
highlighted Senate Republicans so-
lutions to create and foster new school
choice options that will enable all
students to graduate on time, career
or college ready. Those initiatives
include: expanding charter schools;
implementing the “Opportunity
Scholarship Act,” a pilot program
that would allow children of low-
income families trapped in failing
public schools to attend a charter,
private, vocational or public school
in another district; examine educa-
tional savings account legislation;
grow the Inter-district Public School
Choice Program, and supporting
county vo-tech schools.

Scotch Plains Kicks Off
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-

ship has kicked off the Mayors
Wellness Campaign: “Scotch Plains
Strong!”

Throughout the year, residents of
all ages will have various opportuni-
ties to participate in activities and
take advantage of resources that raise
awareness around a healthy lifestyle,
disease prevention and management.
The goal being to improve the overall
health of the community. Weekly
updates will be posted in the town-
ship newsletter, Facebook and mu-
nicipal website. Each month will have
a new focus or goal.

During the month of February,
Healthy Hearts will be celebrated.

Go Red Day took place on February
5 in honor of the 13th Annual Na-
tional Wear Red Day.

Residents are urged to visit the
Scotch Plains Public Library and
check out their collection of heart
healthy cookbooks, videos and DVDS
and grab a heart health sticker or
healthy recipe card while supplies
last.

A free hypertension clinic was held
February 9 at the Scotch Plains Li-
brary where blood pressure checks
were taken.

Residents can provide ideas or tips
on how to keep heart healthy by shar-
ing them on the official Scotch Plains
Facebook page.

Lance Backs Obamacare
Repeal and Replace Effort

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) released the
following statement in response to
last Tuesday’s vote to override
President Barack Obama’s veto of
H.R. 3762, the Restoring Ameri-
cans’ Healthcare Freedom Recon-
ciliation Act. The House of Repre-
sentatives failed to override the
President’s veto by a bipartisan vote
of 241 to 186 — 44 short of the
votes necessary to overcome the
presidential veto:

“H.R. 3762 was the first
Obamacare repeal bill to reach the
President’s desk. And although we
were unsuccessful in our attempt to
overturn President Obama’s veto, I
believe it was important that Con-
gress keep its promise to the Ameri-
can People and take the repeal ef-
fort all the way to the end of the
process under our U.S. Constitu-

tion. What’s more, our actions have
laid the necessary groundwork for
a full repeal and replacement of
Obamacare with a new administra-
tion in 2017.

“For my part I support replacing
Obamacare with H.R. 2300, a sen-
sible proposal that includes bolster-
ing health savings accounts, incen-
tives for states to control health care
costs, allowing insurance companies
to sell policies across state lines,
permitting small businesses to pool
together to purchase coverage for
their employees, creating state-based
insurance pools for individuals with
pre-existing conditions and medical
malpractice reform.

“This much-needed repeal and re-
placement bill will lower costs, in-
crease quality of care, and put pa-
tients back in charge of their
healthcare coverage.”

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
Bramnick, Rodriquez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

TRY THE Y! 

Ask us for a  
FREE 7-Day Pass! 

WESTFIELD AREA Y  

220 Clark St., Westfield  908-233-2700  www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  

Financial assistance is available.  

HEARTS GROW STRONGER HERE 

like us at westfieldareay! 

Celebrate American Heart Month at the Westfield Area Y. 

Our friendly staff and non-intimidating  

atmosphere will inspire you to a healthier  

lifestyle.  With so much at the Y to nurture  

your spirit, mind and body, you belong where  

strong hearts make a difference.   

 

FREE Heart Healthy Events:  

2/11  12:15-1:15PM  Intro to TRX® 

2/11  4:00-5:00PM  Brain Game Boot Camp (10-14 yrs.) 

2/12  7:00-7:45PM  Beginner Breathing and Balance 

2/13  1:30-2:00PM  Abdominal Exercises 

2/15  9:00-9:30AM  Fitness Express 30-Minute Intro 

2/17  9:00-10:00AM  Walking in the Gym 

2/18  10:45-11:15AM  Abs Game Planning 

2/19  7:00-7:45PM  Core Workouts 

2/22  7:30-8:30PM  Stress Management & Mindfulness 

2/24  9:00-10:00AM  Walking in the Gym 

2/24  12:30-1:30PM  Fitness For Baby Boomers 

2/25  6:30-7:15PM  Train in Your Target Heart Rate Zone 

2/26  7:00-7:45PM  Stretching: When & How 

Open to the community...no registration required!   

Details at www.westfieldynj.org 

Nearly Half of Drivers Say Commute
Has Worsened in Past Five Years

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

STATE — Nearly half of all New
Jersey drivers say their commute to
work has gotten worse over the past
four years, reaching an all-time high
of 45 percent in AAA’s biennial re-
port to the State Legislature.

Those in Central New Jersey are
most likely to say their daily drive
has worsened.

The survey’s findings were an-
nounced in a press release on Tues-
day, which also said they were made
in press conference with Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester), and Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Teaneck).

Many Democrats in the state have
called for increasing the gasoline tax
as a way of raising funds for transpor-
tation.

About 32 percent of drivers say
their commutes have stayed the same,
about the same number as it was in
2007 (33 percent).

Only 3 percent say their commute
has improved.

Major toll roads: the New Jersey
Turnpike, Garden State Parkway and
Atlantic City Expressway, received
the highest grades with more than
half of drivers in all three sections of
the state (north, central and south)
rating them as good or excellent.

Likewise, major interstate high-
ways also were rated high.

Major numbered and local roads
were rated the worst, with nearly
two-third of roads in all three sec-
tions rated fair or poor.

Overall, 31 percent of local roads
were rated poor, 8 percent more than
a year earlier. Forty percent were
considered fair.

WELCOME TO CRANFORD... Anthem style + gift, a clothing, accessories, and
gift boutique, has opened in Downtown Cranford that draws inspiration from all
corners of the cultural universe: fashion, music, street style, and blogs. Pictured
is Mayor Andis Kalnins with owner Cori Eberling

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!
Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

The Leader/Times website provides robust features  to assist you. Do you want to find out if your honor roll has been
published? Do you want to view Recent Home Sales? Do you want to search past editions? Need help?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

The Waste of County
Government

I just finished an article (Letter to
the Editor) from Ileen Bocchino-
Cuccaro regarding the Union County
board of chosen free spenders. It is
heart warming to find someone who
recognizes the waste and the futility
of this part of our government, let
alone another politician — spend
spend spend — the heck with the
people.

We are not a cash cow. Stop using
our money on useless things. Take
care of the roads, the seniors and last
but not least the people who supply
the funds instead of a bunch of cro-
nies who supply election money.

Michael love
Garwood

Westfield Board of Health Reports on
Zika, Restaurant Ratings

The Westfield Board of Health
(WBOH) met on February 1. The
Board held a hearing concerning a
restaurant that had three recent con-
ditional satisfactory ratings, but is
currently satisfactory. The Board
voted unanimously to permit the res-
taurant to remain open. However, it
will be subject to increased inspec-
tions and any additional violation of
the town’s sanitary code during the
next two years will result in a four-
day closure.

We discussed the current outbreak
of Zika virus in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Zika virus usually causes no
symptoms, but may cause birth de-
fects and neurological disease. To
date, almost all the cases diagnosed
in the United States have been among
travelers to high-risk areas. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) has issued guidelines for
prevention, diagnosis and control
www.cdc.gov/zika/index.html.

Zika virus is mainly spread by
mosquitoes which are currently not
present in our area. However, with
global warming, the habitats of mos-
quitoes are changing and a number of
other mosquito-borne diseases, such
as West Nile Disease, are present.

The most important and effective
preventive measure for these mos-
quito-borne diseases is to control
mosquito populations. Each county
in the state has a mosquito control
agency and ours is the Union County
Bureau of Mosquito Control ucnj.org/
engineering-public-works-facilities-
management/bureau-of-mosquito-
control/. In addition, the Westfield
Regional Health Department strictly
enforces measures to minimize breed-
ing by mosquitoes in town. For ex-
ample, when the warm weather re-
turns, property owners are required
by the sanitary code to eliminate any
places with standing water which
promotes breeding by mosquitoes.

The CDC also issued a health alert
that the influenza season has now
begun and severe influenza illness
among young- to middle-aged adults
has been reported. It is not too late to

get your flu vaccine. All residents are
urged to be vaccinated and can call
the health department at (908) 789-
4070 for information on obtaining
flu vaccine. Also, state law requires
that children under 60 months of age
who attend licensed child care or
preschool must be vaccinated each
year.

In addition, all persons with influ-
enza-like illness should not go to
work or school until they are fever-
free for 24 hours without medica-
tions. Persons who have influenza-
like illness and are at high risk of
complications should promptly seek
medical care.

Last year, Westfield had 31 biting
incidents involving animals. Resi-
dents must license all cats and dogs
through the town clerk and get them
vaccinated against rabies, due to the
presence of rabies in the county. In
addition, cats should be kept indoors
and dogs should be supervised when
outdoors to prevent them from biting
people or other animals or being bit-
ten by a wild animal.

The Health Department is spon-
soring health screenings with Over-
look Medical Center at the Overlook
Downtown Center, 357 Springfield
Avenue in Summit. Cholesterol
screening will be on Monday, Febru-
ary 15, and bone density screening
on Monday, February 22, both from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a $10 charge
each. Free blood pressure and diabe-
tes screenings will also be available.
For more information and to register,
please contact the Overlook Com-
munity Health Department at 1-800-
247-9580.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
February 1 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our
March 7 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. The
public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD, MPH
President, WBOH

Westfield

We Urge Sec. Hendricks to Support
RN Program at Union County College
As you may have heard, Union

County College and Passaic County
College have applied to become New
Jersey’s first community colleges to
begin offering bachelor’s degrees. On
January 21 the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders passed a reso-
lution supporting this initiative, which
will benefit county residents.

The specific degree is a bachelor’s
in nursing. The program is called
“Registered Nurse to Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing.” Registered Nurses
with an associate degree and a nurs-
ing license would be eligible to enroll
at Union or Passaic and earn a
bachelor’s degree.

A bachelor’s degree will give nurses
the opportunity for higher-paying jobs
than they will receive with only an
associate degree. Moreover, univer-
sities alone aren’t producing enough
bachelor’s degree qualified nurses to
meet regional and statewide demand.

What universities can’t deliver for
nursing students, community colleges
can. Universities don’t give priority
access to community-college gradu-

ates pursuing a bachelor’s in nursing.
Community colleges do. Universi-
ties are expensive. Community col-
leges are affordable. Universities have
complicated transfer requirements.
Community college transfers are
seamless.

The-approval process for the URN
to BSN is in its final stage and rests
with New Jersey’s Secretary of Higher
Education, Rochelle Hendricks. If
you would like to express your sup-
port of this issue to Secretary
Hendricks, you may wish to write a
letter to the Office of the Secretary of
Higher Education in Trenton.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees
and Board of Governors of Union
County College, we urge Secretary
Hendricks to support the RN to BSN
program and address the regional and
statewide shortage of bachelor’s
qualified nurses.

Victor Richel
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Union County College

The Westfield Red Cross is
No Longer Relevant to Town

It’s been more than a decade since the Red Cross
local chapter has been relevant in Westfield and
Mountainside. Now, the Westfield Red Cross Chap-
ter is cashing in, selling the building on 321 Elm
Street and has moved all operations to Summit.

At one time, the Red Cross was very relevant in
Westfield. The local chapter provided many services
to residents such as lifeguard and first aid training.
When a disaster happened in town, local Red Cross
people were immediately on the spot. Several resi-
dents volunteered their services and local donations
flowed to support town disaster needs.

As example: August 3, 2000 in The Westfield
Leader: “A fire broke out in a residential dwelling at
210 South Avenue, East, on July 26, leaving resi-
dents of the building to find alternate shelter, au-
thorities confirmed this week. No one was injured in
the blaze. “The fire department immediately called
the Red Cross. Since there was damage to an electri-
cal panel, the fire department called the gas and
electric company, which services the building. Per-

sonnel from the Westfield/ Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross arrived at the scene shortly
after 6 p.m. Three of the tenants chose to be tempo-
rarily housed for several days by the Red Cross,
including a young man from one family and two
women from the other family. Dennis Kinsella,
executive director of the Westfield/Mountainside
Chapter of the American Red Cross...”

Sadly, Mr. Kinsella, a fine person and asset to the
town, has since passed away.

The Westfield United Fund used to provide money
to support local activities of the Red Cross. That has
since ceased since the Red Cross stopped being
local.

During the tragedy of 9/11, first responders praised
the people of the Salvation Army but offered little in
the way of praise for the American Red Cross.

Has the Red Cross morphed into merely a cash
extraction ATM machine? “Go Fund Me?” Maybe
so, they are no longer relevant in Westfield today.
Too bad.

Gubernatorial Race Starting to
Form In Advance of 2017

While the nation is focusing on the Presidential race, a
number of politicians have begun to push their names out
there in advance of next year’s New Jersey gubernatorial
race.

Among the possible candidates are Senate President Steve
Sweeney, a Democrat from Gloucester County in South
Jersey; Assembly Minority Leader Jon Bramnick and Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield, both Republi-
cans; Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno, a Republican;
Senator Ray Lesniak, a Democrat from Elizabeth; Assem-
blyman John Wisniewski, a Democrat from Middlesex
County; Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulup; and Essex County
Executive Joseph DiVincenzo, both Democrats.

Among the issues that must be discussed are property
taxes, which are among the highest in the nation; finding
a funding solution to save the Transportation Trust Fund,
the major funding source for road and highway repairs;
and a better funding system for our public schools.

After eight years under Republican Governor Chris
Christie, we would expect a Democrat to be victorious in
this blue-leaning state. But would a Democratic Governor
and Democratic Legislature mean significant higher prop-
erty taxes? In our opinion, if that were to occur the exodus
from New Jersey would be even greater.

This newspaper has seen an increase in press releases
and/or online newsletters from the likes of Mr. Sweeney,
Mr. Lesniak, and Mr. Fulop as they seek to increase their
name ID. Most non-political junkies may not have heard
of most of these likely candidates. Mr. Sweeney has been

the leader in the Legislature most often going after Gov-
ernor Christie while Mr. Wisniewski led the legislative
committee investigating Bridgegate. Did anyone realize
that Ms. Guadagno has pretty much been running the
executive branch during Governor Christie’s run for the
Presidency and his previous out-of-state travel as head of
the Republican Governors Association?

Mr. Sweeney attended a Union County Reorganization
meeting a few years ago, obviously to introduce himself
to the county leaders while Mr. Bramnick has been
attending these meetings for several years now. Mr. Fulup
also attended one recently.

Mr. Bramnick toured the state last summer as part of his
“Fiscal Sanity” Tour, where he discussed government tax
and spending policies.

The task of running New Jersey is huge as spending and
taxes seem out of control. For New Jersey politicians, the
office of governor is the most coveted position; much
more powerful than a United States Senator representing
our state.

We hope that a series of debates prior to the Primary
and, of course, the General Election will be held so that
voters can get to know the candidates. This race is likely
to kickoff before the end of the year as candidates need to
begin fundraising efforts.

This election should not be about a Democrat or Repub-
lican but more on who is most committed to lead the
Garden State for the betterment of its citizens from 2018
through the end of 2021.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sponsion – A formal promise or

pledge
2. Sanguigenous – Producing blood
3. Periople – The outside, smooth,

horny part of the hoof of a horse
4. Leister – A three-pronged, barbed

spear for taking fish

LOCUSTA
1. A private place where conversation

is permitted
2. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses
3. The order of large winged insects

related to grasshoppers and crickets
4. A poisonous liquid alkaloid resem-

bling nicotine
THYLACITIS

1. Degenerative disorder caused by
calcium deficiency

2. Inflammation of the oil glands of the
skin

3. Inflammation of the Adam’s Apple;
goiter

4. An alkaline imbalance
PERRON

1. A court entirely round a temple,
surrounded by a wall

2. An outside staircase
3. One who receives anything, as rent

or profits of an estate
4. The European falcon

LIBANT
1. Capable of being poured; in a liquid

state
2. Lighthearted; cheerful
3. Balanced; stable
4. Tasting or touching delicately

Bramnick: Dems’ Min.
Wage Is Bad Policy

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment regarding the Democrat pro-
posal to raise the minimum wage:

“The Democrats’ plan to raise the
minimum wage to $15 is bad public
policy if the goal is to create more
jobs. Business owners already find
New Jersey’s business environment
to be difficult with high taxes and
burdensome regulations. We should
discuss raising the minimum wage,
but it must be done in a measured way
and understanding that we must be
competitive with other states.”

Presidents’ Day as History Lesson:
Honoring Those Who Built Nation

This Monday, February 15, our na-
tion celebrates Presidents’ Day. Ob-
served each year on the third Monday in
February, it traditionally commemo-
rates the birthdays of George Washing-
ton and Abraham Lincoln. However,
over the years, it also has come to be
regarded as a day to recognize all United
States Presidents.

The day commonly known today as
Presidents’ Day originated in the 19th
century. Through an Act of Congress in
1879, a federal holiday was established
honoring President George Washing-
ton, and was observed on the first
President’s actual birthday of February
22. In 1971 the holiday was switched to
the third Monday in February through
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, al-
lowing for more three-day weekends
for federal government workers. The
new proximity of the occasion to both
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays
contributed to the idea of a day honor-
ing both presidents.

Despite the distinction of the men
who inspired it, Presidents’ Day some-
times seems more celebrated for the
accompanying days off from school or
work, or for retail sales, than for its
historic significance.

We believe Presidents’ Day should
first and foremost serve as a valuable
“history lesson,” especially for young

people, about the roles Washington,
Lincoln and other United States presi-
dents have played in the evolution of
our nation. It is an opportunity to reflect
on the challenges they faced, from
Washington’s leadership of a fledgling
democracy following the American
Revolution, to Lincoln navigating the
Civil War and abolition of slavery, to
Franklin D. Roosevelt at the helm dur-
ing the Great Depression and World
War II.

These men can still serve as role
models, providing their relevance is not
obscured with the passage of time.
Schools, communities and families have
a collective responsibility for ensuring
that current and future generations are
aware of the accomplishments of Wash-
ington, Lincoln and other pivotal fig-
ures in American history.

This Presidential-election year of-
fers an ideal opportunity for schools,
civic and religious organizations to spot-
light those who have held the highest
elected office in our nation since George
Washington’s inauguration in 1789, and
for families to discuss the presidents
and their achievements with their chil-
dren. With the issues facing our nation
today, domestically and internationally,
the complex role of the presidency —
and the skills it takes to lead — have
never loomed larger.

Pepsi Super Bowl
Halftime Was Like
Opening a Can of
Soda and Finding
a Dead Mouse

Inside
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Letters to the Editor

Talks Real EstateDAVID
Presented by 

David Barbosa, Broker/Owner

David Realty Group

Please visit our website and Facebook for more information and listings at: 

www.davidrealtygroup.com 
&  

with the county recorder in the county in which the 

property is located. 

    Having clear title is critical when selling or purchas-

ing property. We have a history of successfully assisting 

buyers and sellers in your community. Reach us today to 

schedule an initial consultation at our conveniently locat-

HINT: In feudal England, real property was transferred 

through a ceremonial act known as “livery of seisin,” 

during which the person involved in transferring the 

land handed a twig or clod of turf from the land to the 

person taking delivery of the land.

      Before buyers purchase property and take pos-

session of the deed, which transfers the title of the 

property to them, they should have the title insurer 

check previous sales and transfers of the property. 

Taking this important step helps make sure that no 

defects occurred in prior conveyances and transfers. 

That way, when the property is transferred, the grant-

or will have clear title to the property, as did previous 

purchasers. If any discrepancies occurred in the pre-

vious chronological chain of the title, the purchaser 

will not be able to obtain clear title. As soon as the 

purchaser does get the deed, it should be recorded 

HOW WILL THE NEW ALIMONY STATUTE IMPACT YOU?  
 

WILL YOU NEED A PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENT? 
 

WILL THE COURT LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD'S 
 PREFERENCE IN DETERMINING CUSTODY? 

 
CAN COHABITATION AFFECT YOUR ALIMONY? 

 
FIND OUT. 

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE. 

 

The Law Firm of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. Gurrieri, 

Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., 

Jennifer L. Young, Esq., and Eva Uhrik, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar entitled, 

“Everything You Need To Know About Divorce” on Thursday, February 25, 2016 at 

Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, New Jersey and Saturday, February 27, 2016 at the Holiday 

Inn in Clark, New Jersey.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 42 years, 

and his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and 

answer your questions concerning prenuptial agreements, separation, divorce, custody and 

parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court 

review of changed financial and child-related circumstances, and how the current economic climate 

and new alimony legislation will impact divorce and post-divorce matters.  
 
Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to the 

traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for significant financial 

savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay 

involved in Court proceedings. 

 

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if you are simply curious 

about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are 

already divorced, the Seminar may be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 

former spouses.    

 

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees 
Reservations Required (No last names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 
Refreshments will be served 

   

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2016 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2016 
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
756 East Broad Street 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
908-232-6770 

www.tewnj.org 

HOLIDAY INN 
36 Valley Road 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 
732-574-0100 

www.hiclarknj.com 
 

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

INTERESTED?

CALL OFFICER J. BROWN
SCOTCH PLAINS POLICE DEPARTMENT

TRAFFIC BUREAU

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS FOR
SUBSTITUTE GUARDS AVAILABLE

SALARY STARTS AT $18.63 PER HOUR

ALL UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT
SUBBPIED BY PILICE DEPARTMENT

MUST BE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION
AND HAVE YOUR OWN TRANSPORTATION

*

*

*

*

CROSSING

GUARDS

NEEDED

908-322-7100 ext 103

Turning NJ Into A Concealed Carry
Gun State Is A Frightening Proposition

We are sick and tired of Congress-
man Leonard Lance touting that he is
a moderate while he supports all of
the extreme right-wing positions of
the Republican Party. His latest stunt
is unconscionable.

As we speak, Congressman Lance
is trying to overturn our New Jersey
gun laws and apparently wants ev-
eryone in New Jersey carrying a gun:
in purses, knapsacks, cars, churches,
stores, restaurants, you name it.
Shockingly, he is working very hard
with the NRA to get this accom-
plished. More guns, just what we
need. This is serious and frightening.

NJ.com cites: “New Jersey’s strict
limits on carrying handguns in public
could be headed for the Supreme
Court. More than three dozen con-
gressional representatives, including
Rep. Leonard Lance of Hunterdon,
filed a petition this month asking the
high court to take the case,” referring
to the case of Drake V.S. Fehijeran.

And what is he telling his constitu-
ents? At the last town hall in
Kenilworth when a constituent asked,
“What is holding you back from sup-
porting universal background
checks?” Lance replied verbatim, “I
support the strong laws here in New
Jersey. In NJ we have extremely strict
gun control laws and I have never
said they should be lessened.”

To say he is being disingenuous is
an understatement! The Congress-
man is actively lying to constituents.

So Lance says he supports our strict
gun laws and doesn’t want them less-
ened, and that’s why he wants to
completely eradicate them and turn
us into in concealed carry gun state?
He has really hit a new low.

In case Congressman Lance has
not done his research, we have, and

are here to tell him that our NJ gun
laws work. We are happy to report
that the State of NJ ranks fifth lowest
as far as gun-related deaths per capita,
whereas Louisiana, with the most lax
laws in the country, is number one in
gun death rates.

So Congressman, what “New Jer-
sey Residents for Action against Gun
Violence“ would like to know is who
do you represent exactly? Certainly
not the 94 percent of constituents
cited in poll after poll who support
universal background checks. In ad-
dition, if a poll were taken asking
constituents whether they support our
gun laws being overturned, the re-
sults would only echo that 94 percent
even more loudly with a resounding
“no.”

 We want to we remind the Con-
gressman that NJ is the most densely
populated state in the country. Route
22 is already a hotbed of congestion
and road rage. Does he really think
that it is a good idea for there to be
guns in everyone’s car?

 This is disgraceful. Leonard Lance
says he votes his conscience. We ask
you Congressman, “What kind of
conscience do you have when you
put the NRA, extremists, and petty
politics ahead of human lives?”

 Congressman Lance does not care
about your safety. He does not care
about criminals and terrorists getting
guns. If he cared, he would not even
take the chance of losing one life. Not
one life!

Turning NJ into a concealed carry
gun state is a frightening proposition,
but a real one if Leonard Lance is
elected. We need our NJ gun laws and
organizations such as ours are going
to fight to protect them. We need to
stop Leonard Lance from putting our
NJ gun laws up for the NRA’s bid-
ding. Our Congressman is danger-
ous.

Remember in this upcoming elec-
tion who stands on the right side of
this issue and who stands on the wrong
side.

Marci Bandelli,
Westfield

Karen Egert,
Springfield

New Jersey 2015 Property Tax
Figures According to Trenton

New Jersey Residential Property Taxes
County 2014 2015 % Change
Atlantic County $6,545 $6,463 -1.3
Bergen County $10,826 $11,078 2.30
Burlington County $6,289 $6,525 3.80
Camden County $6,099 $6,199 1.6
Cape May County $4,651 $4,729 1.70
Cumberland County $3,797 $3,921 3.30
Essex County $10,896 $11,247 3.2
Gloucester County $6,232 $6,465 3.7
Hudson County $8,034 $8,184 1.90
Hunterdon County $9,020 $9,221 2.2
Mercer County $7,812 $7,921 1.40
Middlesex County $7,541 $7,725 2.40
Monmouth County $8,448 $8,667 2.6
Morris County $9,666 $9,842 1.8
Ocean County $5,719 $5,906 3.30
Passaic County $9,572 $9,697 1.3
Salem County $4,944 $5,091 3
Somerset County $9,269 $9,499 2.5
Sussex County $7,243 $7,292 0.70
Union County $10,241 $10,521 2.7
Warren County $6,594 $6,716 1.90

TRENTON — State data shows
approximately 62 communities with
tax decreases, another 49 with In-
creases below 1 Percent, 1.99 per-
cent. The levy increase overall is
2.4 percent for average residential
property taxes.

The Christie Administration re-
leased the 2015 property tax data
for the state’s 565 municipalities.
The figures posted on the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
website show that property taxes
decreased in more than 62 commu-
nities, increased by less than 1 per-
cent in approximately 49 more, and
on average increased by 2.4 per-
cent last year on the average resi-
dential property. When adjusted for
inflation, the increase on the aver-
age residential property equates to
2.1 percent.

This property tax increase can
largely be attributed to increases in
tax levies, which are responsible
for 2 percent of the 2.4 percent
growth in residential property taxes,
exactly equal to the cap. This is the
third lowest levy increase since
1999. This shows that levy growth
actually decelerated in 2015 for the
first time since 2012. The cap, which
only affects levies, does not affect
tax increases that could come from
changes in taxable valuation with
offsetting tax rate reductions.

The other 0.4 percent can be at-
tributed to increases in residential
assessments and a net loss in prop-
erty values. The growth in average
property taxes falls to just 2 percent
when the outlier case of Atlantic
City is factored out – a city which
faces unique fiscal challenges, in-
cluding more than $3.7 billion in
commercial ratable losses, largely
stemming from casino closures and
tax appeals. Additionally, a recent
revaluation in Paterson reduced the
city’s assessed property value by
nearly one-third. When this extraor-
dinary event is excluded, the in-
crease falls to just 2.1 percent. When
both of these unusual cases are fac-
tored out, the increase drops to only
1.7 percent.

A bipartisan property tax cap is

now in effect, and other reforms
initiated by Governor Christie have
made it possible for towns to do
better than the cap requires. Based
on U.S. Census data, property tax
increases since the property tax was
enacted have consistently lagged
neighboring state and regional av-
erages. This is evidence that the
property tax cap is working to re-
strain tax growth.

Governor Christie continues to
call for reforms that help munici-
palities lower the cost of govern-
ment and provide New Jerseyans
relief from the burden of high prop-
erty taxes including:

- Shared Services and Civil Ser-
vice Reform

- Promoting Sensible, Locally-
Driven Municipal Consolidation Ef-
forts

- Sick Time Reform
- More Pension and Health Ben-

efits Reforms
- Closing Loopholes in the Cap
The Christie Administration led

the way in passing pension and
health benefits reforms and enact-
ing interest arbitration reform that
reduced costs to taxpayers. These
efforts are yielding benefits for New
Jersey taxpayers with local govern-
ments projected to save close to
$122 billion in pension and health
benefit costs over the course of the
next 30 years. It accomplished this
with tough, responsible choices that
served as a national model for bi-
partisanship and real reform.

The 2015 property tax data is
available on the DCA website
n j .gov/dca /d iv is ions /d lgs / re-
sources/property_tax.html.

Lance Blasts Senate Dems on
Syrian and Iraqi Refugees

WESTFIELD — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) decried Senate Demo-
crats who blocked a bill from a vote
that would have placed strict stan-
dards on permitting Syrian and Iraqi
refugees from entering the county.

The Senate voted 55-43, five votes
short, on January 20 on a procedural
matter that would have advanced a
bill that passed the House of Repre-
sentatives, 289-137.

“I am disappointed Harry Reid (D-
Nev.) and Senate Democrats chose
political posturing over adding an
additional needed layer of security to
our refugee vetting process,” Rep.
Lance said in a release. “We know
ISIS terrorists are trying to infiltrate
our nation’s immigration system.  

“The House took action and passed
a serious bill with a bipartisan veto
proof majority that imposes rigorous

vetting and still allows those in need to
seek refuge.  Yet the Senate decided not
even to proceed to debate this issue.  This
continued gridlock is the reason why I
support ending the Senate filibuster.”

The bill approved by the House
required the country’s top security
officials—the secretary of Homeland
Security, the director of the FBI and
the director of National Intelligence—
all to certify an Iraqi or Syrian claim-
ing refugee status does not represent
a security threat.

It also directed the FBI to validate
that the background checks are thor-
ough enough to keep dangerous indi-
viduals out of the country; mandated
Congress receive certifications before
admittance; and instructed the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security  Office of
Inspector General to assess the refugee
approvals independently.
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Caring Contact to Conduct
New Volunteer Training

WESTFIELD — Crisis hotline
Caring Contact, formerly known as
CONTACT We Care, will offer its
next round of training for new vol-
unteer listeners beginning Monday,
March 21. Beginning at 7 p.m., it
will take place at the Robert Wood
Johnson Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center, located at 2120
Lamberts Mill Road, Scotch Plains.
The training program meets once
weekly for 13 weeks, including one
two-day weekend session.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed caring and
crisis hotline and listening commu-
nity, providing active listening sup-
port and best-in-class training to
the Central and Northern New Jer-
sey community.

The cost for the training program
is $299, with a $100 refund after
volunteers have logged 100 hours
on the phones. Volunteers are asked

to commit to eight hours per month
after completing the training.

Program participants are trained
in Excellence in Listening, includ-
ing Mental Health First Aid Train-
ing and Applied Suicide Interven-
tion Skills Training (ASIST), both
listed on the National Suicide Pre-
vention Registry of Evidence-Based
Programs. They develop the ability
to listen actively, assess the needs
of someone in crisis and provide
empathy and support. The program
is taught by trainers who are both
long-time listeners and nationally-
certified instructors in Mental
Health First Aid and ASIST.

Following 54 hours of classroom
instruction, volunteers are first
partnered on the call-in lines with
experienced listeners before taking
calls on their own.

Anyone interested in becoming
a volunteer listener with Caring
Contact and wanting to register for
the training should call (908) 301-
1899 or e-mail Arlene Klemow,
director of  training,  at
Arlene.Klemow@caringcontact.org.

Caring Contact serves Central and
Northern New Jersey and is a pri-
mary responder to calls to the na-
tional suicide prevention line (1-800-
273-TALK or 1-800-SUICIDE) that
originate in New Jersey. Callers also
reach Caring Contact by dialing (908)
232-2880. Those preferring to seek
support through texting may text
“heart” to 741-741.

GENEROSITY...Representatives from the Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC) visit Two River Community Bank on January 15 to accept a $1,000
donation from the bank. The funds will be used toward the purchase of a new
refrigerator at the WNC facility, where the council carries out its mission of
empowering children and adults through quality educational programs and
direct hands-on outreach. Pictured, from left to right, are: Carol Mercer, WNC
trustee; Patricia Faggins, WNC treasurer; Mary Withers, WNC trustee; Eva
Mochol, Two River Community Bank assistant treasurer and branch manager,
and Harold Cohen, WNC trustee.

READY TO ROLL...Officials from Fanwood and Scotch Plains, along with
senior citizens from the area, check out the new bus for seniors in Fanwood and
Scotch Plains during an unveiling in Scotch Plains January 22. The bus was
purchased and will be operated under a shared-services agreement between the
township and the borough. Fanwood Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern,
second from right, and Fanwood Council President Kathy Mitchell, third from
right, were joined by Scotch Plains Township Administrator Al Mirabella, fourth
from right, and Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover, fifth from right, for brief
remarks during the unveiling event.

Library’s Lincoln Ctr. Event
To Spotlight Chenoweth

WESTFIELD — As a new partner
in the “Lincoln Center Local: Free
Screenings Series,” the Westfield
Memorial Library will continue with
its next performance on Saturday,
February 20. “Kristin Chenoweth:
‘The Dames of Broadway …All of
‘Em!!!!’” will begin at 2 p.m. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street.

Kristin Chenoweth is known for her
performances in the Broadway musi-
cal Wicked and the television shows
“Glee” and “Pushing Daisies,” among
other stage and screen credits.

In this concert for Lincoln Center,
she offers a fond salute to the great
women and show-stopping scene
stealers of Broadway, creating a pro-
gram at once intimate and filled with
Broadway “razzle dazzle.” This spe-
cial performance was taped in Febru-
ary 2013 as part of Lincoln Center’s
“American Songbook” series.

“We are happy we can continue to
bring world-class performances to
the library, as the first two perfor-
mances were so well-attended,” said
Westfield Memorial Library Direc-
tor Phil Israel. “Our goal is to con-
tinue to enrich the lives of our patrons
with high-quality arts programming
in their own backyard.”

The rest of the 2016 schedule in-
cludes three Broadway-inspired
shows: “Ring Them Bells! A Kander

& Ebb Celebration” on Saturday, May
14; “Patina Miller in Concert” on
Saturday, July 9, and “One Singular
Sensation! Celebrating Marvin
Hamlisch” on Saturday, October 15.

The Free Screening Series is funded
through support from the Oak Foun-
dation, Altman Foundation and Booth
Ferris Foundation.

The screenings are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 43 libraries
that are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
see if their library participates, inter-
ested persons are advised to visit the
Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and click on the
“About Us” tab. To register for the
program, visit the Westfield Memo-
rial Library website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday; and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Library Program to Salute
African-American Women

Lisa Fleming

WESTFIELD — “A Salon
Evening with African-American
Women Who Broke Barriers in Art
and Literature” will take place on
Wednesday, February 17, at 7 p.m.,
in the Community Room of the
Westfield Memorial Li-
brary. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad
Street. The snow date is
Wednesday, March 2.

Sponsored by the
Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library, this
program will focus on
six women writers, some
of whom met in homes
and “salons” during the
Harlem Renaissance,
which spanned the years
1918 to 1937. It is open
to the public.

The Great Migration
saw large numbers of African-
Americans from the rural South
move to urban areas in the North,
Midwest and Far West. Many of
them moved to New York City and
settled in Harlem. Over time, with
the rise of their socioeconomic lev-
els, came higher levels of literacy,
creating a blossoming of African-
American culture known as the
Harlem Renaissance. Joining the
Harlem Renaissance were expatri-
ates from the Caribbean and Africa
who had an invigorating influence
on the movement.

In this original library program,
actress and playwright Lisa Fleming
will portray six creative and tal-
ented women who were part of this
era, through recitation and perfor-

mance, salon style. In chronologi-
cal order they are as follows: Francis
Harper, abolitionist, poet and au-
thor; Angelina Weld Grimke, jour-
nalist, teacher, playwright and poet;
Georgia Douglas Johnson, play-

wright, poet and ac-
tivist; Nella Larsen,
novelist, short story
writer, nurse and li-
brarian; Gwendolyn
Brooks, poet, teacher
and musician; and Rita
Dove, poet, teacher,
columnist and archi-
vist.

Ms. Fleming has
performed in regional
and community the-
aters in Philadelphia,
Atlanta and Pittsburgh
and extensively in
New Jersey and New

York. With numerous film and tele-
vision credits, she currently is work-
ing on independent voiceover pro-
ductions nationwide. Ms. Fleming
has her own management/produc-
tion company.

Interested persons can register
online by visiting wmlnj.org and
clicking on “Calendar,” or they may
call the library at (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

Now in its 45th year, the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library
offer a variety of programs for all
ages throughout the year. To join the
organization, visit wmlnj.org and
click on “Friends,” or go to
sites.google.com/site/friendsofwml.
Membership forms also are avail-
able at the circulation desk.

Concert to Feature
‘Negro Spirituals’

CRANFORD — To celebrate
Black History Month, the Cranford
Historical Society and the Cranford
Public Library invite the commu-
nity to a “Concert of Negro Spiri-
tuals,” sung by tenor David S.
Gooding with piano accompanist
Kim Baker of Roselle.

The concert will begin at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 17. It will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. Gooding was born in Barba-
dos and is a graduate of England’s
Royal College of Music in London.
He is the organist at St. Elizabeth’s
Episcopal Church in Elizabeth and
has performed at many venues both
in the United States and abroad,
including Westminster Abbey.

Admission to the program is free and
all are welcome. The Cranford Histori-
cal Society and the Cranford Public
Library are sponsoring this event.

Old Guard to Hear Talk On
Factors Leading to WWI

SUMMIT AREA — Stephen
Yellin, a popular blogger, essayist
and author, will speak to the Old
Guard of Summit at its Tuesday,
February 16 meeting. His topic will
be “July 1914: Armageddon, Against
the Odds” an exploration of whether
World War I was inevitable.

During World War I, 10 million
soldiers died, and 20 million were
wounded. Could the war have been
avoided? On July 28, 1914, a terror-
ist assassinated Archduke Francis
Ferdinand of Austria Hungary and

his wife. Soon after, Austria declared
war on Serbia, Germany on Russia
and France, and Britain on Germany.

Did Austria wait to declare war
against Serbia because its troops
were out gathering in their crops?
Did Germany feel threatened by
an entente between France and
Russia? Did the complex system
of alliances require nations to take
action prematurely? Mr. Yellin will
explain how the answers to these
questions weighed in the choice
between war and peace.

All active men age 50 and older
are invited to attend the Tuesday
morning meetings of the Summit
Area Old Guard. Meetings are held
at the New Providence Municipal
Center, located at 360 Elkwood Av-
enue, New Providence. A coffee hour
starts at 9:15 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. business meeting brightened
by singing and humor. Guest speak-
ers begin their talk at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate
in sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log
onto the website
summitoldguard.org.

The Chelsea at Fanwood invites you to an

RSVP:  908-654-5200

OPEN HOUSE

THE CHELSEA
AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Saturday, February 13th

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

SEE HOW GREAT
ASSISTED LIVING
CAN BE!

RSVP BY FEB. 10
AND RECEIVE A
VALENTINE’S DAY
CUPCAKE!

Join us for a tour and live entertainment!

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

DIVORCE LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

REAL ESTATE

Students to Present
Shrek For Seniors

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Deerfield School students of
Mountainside will offer a free presen-
tation of Shrek the Musical to senior
citizens on Thursday, March 3. It will
take place at Deerfield School, lo-
cated at 302 Central Avenue.

The play will begin at 5:30 p.m.
Attendees also are invited to a pre-
performance reception at 4:30
p.m., served by the Girl Scouts,
that will include desserts, coffee
and tea sponsored by the
Mountainside Education Associa-
tion. To respond, call Kate Le Baut
at (908) 789-0365.

Hadassah to Get Tips
On ‘De-cluttering’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will meet on
Monday, February 22, at noon, in
Greifer Sacks Hall at Temple Emanu-
El. The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

Maureen Majewski from The Ma-
vins Group will be the guest speaker.
Ms. Majewski is an expert on sort-
ing, de-cluttering and facilitating
aging in place. She will discuss how
individuals can begin the transition
to a less cluttered existence.

Ms. Majewski’s talk will high-
light methods and tips to sort, de-
clutter and organize at any stage of
life and any transition in life. Ac-
cording to Hadassah, this program
will be especially helpful for those
who are moving and/or downsizing.

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size : 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

  

OLIVER A
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Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP
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PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

HANDY MAN &
CARPENTER SERVICE
No Job Too Big or Small

• Seasoned Construction Professional

• Seniors Friendly Pricing & Service

• Insured

Snow Plowing Also Available

Call Phil: 908-246-9448

Probitas Verus Honos
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Lady of Lourdes to Celebrate
Feast, Chapel Anniversary

MOUNTAINSIDE — The par-
ish community of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes and the 16th Anniver-
sary of their Perpetual Adoration
Chapel today, Thursday, February
11, with a Mass at 7:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a reception.

The main celebrant and homilist
for the Mass will be the Reverend
William McDonald, associate spiri-
tual director and adjunct professor
of Pastoral Theology at Immacu-
late Conception Seminary. He also
serves as weekend assistant at Our
Lady of Lourdes.

Throughout his years of service
as a priest, “Father Bill” has en-
joyed preaching both in the parish
and through conducting parish mis-
sions for other parishes in the
United States, and has led courses
in preaching at the seminary.

The Adoration Chapel first opened
on February 11, 2000 and has re-
mained a place where the faithful
visit with the Blessed Sacrament 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
There are always scheduled adorers
present while the Holy Eucharist is
exposed. The chapel opened on the
Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes
and shares its anniversary with the
Feast Day each year.

The Parish of Our Lady of
Lourdes is extremely proud of its
Adoration Chapel and of the hun-
dreds of people from within and
outside the parish who devotedly
keep their scheduled hour each

week, as well as those who fill in
when the need arises.

“There is no other place to find
peace and devotion like one finds in
the Adoration Chapel, and no other
people like those special individuals
who spend their time in the Chapel,”
said Irene Ciccarino, the chapel’s
coordinator for these 16 years.

The small chapel adjacent to the
church sanctuary at 300 Central
Avenue in Mountainside is open
for anyone who wishes to visit with
the Holy Eucharist and spend some
quiet time in prayer. It features a
library of devotional literature for
anyone to use while visiting.

All past, present and future ador-
ers and their families are welcome
to attend the Mass this evening. A
reception will follow in Pollard
Hall. If interested in attending or
for further information, call the
parish office at (908) 232-1162.

The church invites individuals
interested in spending an hour in
quiet prayer or meditation to vol-
unteer an hour each week as a regu-
larly scheduled adorer or as an
occasional on-call adorer. Those
with a partner can spend an hour
every other week if each week does
not work for them. Adorers are
always needed and always wel-
come. For information or to volun-
teer, call Irene Ciccarino at (732)
574-0064.

CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY...The congregation of the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in Mountainside will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes along with the 16th anniversary of the church’s Perpetual Adoration
Chapel during a 7:30 p.m. Mass this evening, followed by a reception.

First Baptist Celebrating
Sesquicentennial In 2016

WESTFIELD — The First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield currently
is holding a year-long celebration
of the 150th anniversary of its
founding, which kicked off with a
commemorative dinner on Decem-
ber 5. The dinner featured the
theme “Reliving the Journey.”

This event, held in the church’s
Fellowship Hall, brought together
current church members along with
former members who have since scat-
tered to many diverse regions, along
with friends and building users.

Historical events were shared in
a multimedia presentation which
highlighted the people and the min-
istries that have been an important
part of the church’s journey up to
now. Members of the church pro-
vided testimonials relating personal
memories of church traditions of
faith spanning back to the early
days of the 20th century. The
evening’s music was drawn from
pieces that have been used through-
out the church’s 150-year time span.

The Sunday service on Decem-
ber 6 mirrored an order of worship
of the 1900s, with a handwritten
bulletin. The Reverend Dr. Elmo
Familiaran of the American Bap-

tist Church of New Jersey led a
prayer of dedication of 2016 and
its planned activities, as well as
bringing the morning’s message.

The journey of the First Baptist
Church of Westfield began in De-
cember 1865 when Joshua Brown
and Charles Dunham had initial con-
versations about founding the
church. Gaining support from a di-
verse group of farmers, tradesmen,
a retired minister, a teacher, a law-
yer, housewives, children and a few
businessmen, the dream of Mr.
Brown and Mr. Dunham was
quickly realized. Initially meeting
in local homes to pray together and
to share their faith in the teachings
of Jesus Christ, this group found
swift success in raising the funds
needed to acquire land and con-
struct a stone church. On December
20, 1866 the cornerstone of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield was
laid at 170 Elm Street, where the
church remains today.

To culminate the sesquicenten-
nial anniversary of the church, of
Westfield, a time capsule that was
laid in the cornerstone on Decem-
ber 20, 1866 will be opened in
December 2016.

Lavy House to Be Location
For Program on Dementia

WESTFIELD — A program for
senior citizens and their families en-
titled “Dementia/Alzheimer’s: What
You Need to Know Now” will take
place on Tuesday, February 23, at
11:30 a.m., at The Senior Resource
Center at The Lavy House, located
at 748 East Broad Street, Westfield.

This presentation by Marilucy
Lopes, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker with Jewish Family Service
(JFS) of Central New Jersey, is part
of a series of programs at The Senior
Resource Center at The Lavy House
that are free and open to the entire
community. A light lunch will be
served.

“As Americans continue to live

longer, dementia will become the big-
gest health challenge of the next few
decades. It is projected that the num-
ber of people living with Alzheimer’s
disease will more than double, from
5 million to 14 million, by 2050,”
said Ms. Lopes. “While there is no
cure for the disease to date, strategies
for coping with the disease is a con-
cern for seniors and their families.”

Ms. Lopes, a graduate of the Co-
lumbia University School of Social
Work, is program manager of the
JFS Alzheimer’s/Dementia Family
Care Program, where she facilitates
two support groups a month under
the auspices of the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, New Jersey Chapter, that
are free and open to the public.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between The Westfield United Fund
and Temple Emanu-El of Westfield.
Through a grant from the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey pro-
vides programming and the services
of Maris Chavenson, a Licensed
Social Worker, each Tuesday. Pro-
grams are free of charge and open
to the entire community.

Registration is recommended
for those planning to attend. To
register, contact Maris Chavenson
at  (908)  352-8375 or
mchavenson@jfscentralnj.org.

If interested in joining the sup-
port group or in additional infor-
mation about the JFS Alzheimer’s/
Dementia Family Care Program,
contact Marilucy Lopes at
mlopes@jfscentralnj.org.

Alzheimer’s Group
To Meet Feb. 19

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service (JFS) of Central New Jersey,
a non-sectarian health and social ser-
vice agency, will host an Alzheimer’s/
Dementia Caregiver Support Group
on Friday, February 19.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
the meeting will be held from 10
a.m. to noon at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. The
group is run in accordance with
Alzheimer’s Association of New Jer-
sey guidelines. Participants are wel-
come to join the group at any time.

In addition to the support group,
JFS offers a specialized Alzheimer’s
and Dementia Family Care Program
that is funded by grants from the
Westfield Foundation, Merck Inc.,
and Wells Fargo Foundations.

Registration is recommended.
Those who are planning to attend, or
who would like more information
about JFS’ new program for
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disor-
ders, may contact Marilucy Lopes, a
Licensed Clinical Social Worker and
the group facilitator, at (908) 352-
8375 or mlopes@jfscentralnj.org.

PCW Students Plan
Benefit Breakfast

WESTFIELD — Members of the
community are invited to breakfast
served by the students of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield on Sat-
urday, February 20. The breakfast
will be held from 8 to 10 a.m. at
Applebee’s, located at 1255 Raritan
Road, Clark.

Proceeds will support the church’s
youth programs. Tickets are $10 each
and may be purchased at the door or
at the church office, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Break-
fast will include an offering of eggs,
pancakes, sausage, coffee and more.
For more information, call the church
office at (908) 233-0301.

ESL, Daniel Plan to Begin;
Sunday School Available

WESTFIELD — The First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, located at
170 Elm Street, has announced the
details of several programs taking
place at the church.

The English as a Second Language
Program will begin on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 16, and run for eight weeks
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Students will
be paired with their tutors based on
basic, intermediate or advanced lev-
els of English. This is the program’s
third session. More students are reg-
istering, and additional tutors are
needed. Prospective students and tu-
tors are asked to call the church office
at (908) 233-2278 or to e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
There is a $10 registration fee for
students.

Upon popular request, a six-week
session of the Daniel Plan will begin
on Wednesday, February 17, at 7:30
p.m. The Daniel Plan is a holistic
lifestyle with the purpose of helping
participants deepen their faith, prac-
tice healthy eating habits, improve
fitness, focus the mind and build
friendships and relationships with
others. To sign up for the program,
call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

First Baptist invites youngsters to
join its Sunday school program. Dur-
ing January and February, the chil-
dren have been taking a look at the
Book of Acts. They learned about
Peter and John and are now moving
on to Stephen, Philip and Paul. Sun-
day school starts after the church’s
Children’s Moments time in the sanc-
tuary, during worship, all beginning
at 10:30 a.m.

Owen Brand 
Mortgage Loan Officer 

Phone: 908.285.6292 
Email: owen.brand@capitalone.com 
NMLS# 222999

Looking for a home, or considering refinancing?
Choosing a loan just got easier!
Call me to find out how we can work together.

© 2016 Capital One. Capital One is a federally registered service mark. All rights reserved. Refinancing to pay off existing debt may extend  
the term of the debt, possibly resulting in higher overall costs when compared with your current situation. Products and services offered by  
Capital One, N.A., NMLS ID 453156, Equal Housing Lender. JB36436 01/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 
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 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

Is Your Property Taxed 
More Than Your Fair Share? 

Jennifer Jacobus 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

ProvidentNJ.com
800.448.PROV

WE STILL OFFER THEM. BECAUSE YOU STILL USE THEM.

Visit your local branch to open an account today.

Library Trustees
Set Meeting Dates

CRANFORD — The board of trust-
ees of the Cranford Public Library
has announced its meeting dates for
2016. They are as follows: February
24, March 23, April 27, May 25, June
22, September 28, October 26, No-
vember 16 and December 28. Sum-
mer meetings will be announced.

Meetings are held at 7 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center, located
at 220 Clark Street, Cranford.

Trinity Day School
To Hold Tricky Tray
CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-

copal Day School (TEDS) will host
its fourth annual Tricky Tray event
on Friday, February 19, from 7 to
10 p.m. It will take place in Sherlock
Hall at TEDS, located at 205 North
Avenue East, Cranford. Tickets are
$25 per person.

“Proceeds from the evening will
go for new classroom equipment,”
said Nancy Ditzel, TEDS director.
“We invite all adults to join us for a
fun evening for a great cause.”

Attendees need to bring their own
food and wine. Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance or at the door.

“Our goal is to give each child a
solid foundation for lifelong suc-
cess,” said Ms. Ditzel. “TEDS serves
children from 2½ through Kinder-
garten. Flexible schedule options
include half days, two days per week
and five days per week, along with
early drop-off, from 7 a.m., and late
pickup, until 6 p.m. It also offers a
Kindergarten Wrap-Around pro-
gram and full-day kindergarten.”

The Kindergarten Wrap-Around
program provides a full-day of kin-
dergarten, half day in TEDS and a half
day in public school, designed to ease
a child’s transition into first grade in
public school. TEDS also has an ac-
tive Aftercare Program for children,
from Kindergarten through grade 5,
from the Cranford Public Schools.

For more information about
TEDS or the Tricky Tray, call (908)
276-2881, e-mail
teds205@gmail.com or visit
tedscranford.org.

www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –
Ellen Isabelle Chase, 87, Was Nurse;

Enjoyed Family, Friends, Volunteering

Ellen I. Chase

Ellen Isabelle Chase of Portland,
Me., passed away in her home on
Tuesday, February 2, 2016, after a
weeklong “living wake.” She was born
on March 13, 1928 in Bangor, Me. to
Bernard Henry and Flora (Russell)
Duddy. Ellen was the fourth of ten
children.

Ellen graduated from
John Bapst High School in
1946. After a brief career
as a telephone operator, she
found a lifelong passion
while training as a nurse at
the Sisters of Charity Hos-
pital School of Nursing in
Waterville, Me. She met
and married Lawrence P.
Chase, the love of her life,
while working at Cook
County Hospital in Chi-
cago, Ill., where Larry was
training in Maxillofacial
Surgery and Ellen was on
the nursing staff. Together
with their growing family,
they ultimately settled in Northampton,
Mass. Ellen supported her husband as
he established his Oral Maxillofacial
practice while they raised their four
children and mourned the loss of a
fifth child. She took pride in filling her
home with love, laughter and people
to celebrate anything and everything.
Her annual Christmas Wassail Open
House, replete with a visit from Santa,
evolved into a birthday party for Jesus
following Midnight Mass. End-of-the-
school-year pool parties, birthday par-
ties, holiday dinners and cookouts
filled the Chase home with cherished
family and friends. Ellen would not
hear of anyone without a place to go
for the holidays; there was always
room to fit another plate and chair at
her table.

Ellen was a lifelong learner. She
took a refresher course for nursing
once her children were grown and in
college. She relished working at the
infirmary at Mount Holyoke College
in South Hadley, Mass. for 19 years.
At the same time, Ellen earned her
Bachelor of Arts in Women’s Studies
from the University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst. She also treasured her
membership and friends in The Nine-
teenth Century Club established in
1894 in Northampton, Mass.

Ellen had a deep faith and love of
the rosary. She proudly volunteered
for fund drives for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital (and met founder
Danny Thomas), breast cancer re-
search and other causes dear to her.
She served on the board of People’s

Institute in Northampton, Mass. for
many years. She loved all things Irish.
Ellen loved being by the ocean and
spent time at the family’s summer
home in Ipswich, Mass., as well as
Maine and Cape Cod.

Ellen was predeceased by her par-
ents, Bernard Henry and Flora

(Russell) Duddy;
daughter, Flo Ellen; hus-
band of 54 years and the
world’s best oral sur-
geon, Larry; sisters,
Joann Rice and her hus-
band, Gene, and Lucille
Landbeck and her hus-
band, Fred, and brother,
Bernard E. Duddy, and
his wife, Donna. Ellen
is survived by her chil-
dren, Mary Bridget
Chase, Grace Chase
Ames and her husband,
David, Elizabeth
Catherine Chase
Hutcheson and her hus-

band, Walter, and John K. Chase and
his wife, Bonnie; beloved grandchil-
dren, Max, Chase, Wilson, Henry,
Connor, Jack, Patrick, Aidan and
Brendan; brothers and sisters, Robert
and his wife, Celia, Sylvia and her
husband, Emil, William and his wife,
Athena, James and his wife, Betty,
Dorothy and friend, Bill Stacey, and
Jane and her husband, Julien; and
many beloved nieces, nephews and
friends, who are all her favorites. The
family is especially grateful for the
end-of-life care provided by Hospice
of Southern Maine and New England
Family Healthcare employee Josie
Cole.

There will not be a wake because
Ellen has donated her body to the
anatomical body program at Tufts
Medical School. A celebratory me-
morial mass was held for Ellen on
Friday morning, February 5, 2016, at
St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church,
492 Ocean Avenue, Portland, Me. A
memorial service will be held in
Northampton, Mass. and an inter-
ment service in Harwich, Mass. at
later dates to be determined. Online
condolences may be shared at:
www.hobbsfuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to: The Sisters of Mercy; North-
east Community, 966 Riverside
Street, Portland, ME 04103; The
American Heart Association/Ameri-
can Stroke Association, P.O. Box
417005, Boston, MA 02241-7005,
or to the charity of one’s choice.
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Dr. Richard Stockwell, 85, Dedicated
Family Man, Physician and Teacher

Dr. Richard Stockwell

Dr. Richard Matheson Stockwell
died at the age of 85 on Thursday,
January 28, 2016, at the University
of Connecticut John Dempsey Hos-
pital in Farmington, where he was a
physician and teacher for many
years. He devoted his life to the
service of others: his
family, his church, the
Town of Farmington,
and to generations of
patients who entrusted
their care to him.

Son of Ervin Sidney
and Helen Matheson
Stockwell, Dick was
born in Sharon, Mass.
on May 21, 1930. Edu-
cated in Sharon public
schools, he was a gradu-
ate of Brown University
(1952); received his
Doctorate in Medicine
from Tufts University
(1956); interned at Pres-
byterian Hospital in Philadelphia
(1956-57); served his country as a
lieutenant in the United States Navy
stationed at Floyd Bennett Naval Air
Station (1957-59), and completed his
residency in Internal Medicine at Up-
state Medical Center in Syracuse,
N.Y. (1959-1962).

He met his future wife, Beatrice
Clayton, on a blind date in Boston in
1954, beginning 60 years of mar-
riage on June 11, 1955. Dick and Bea
settled in Farmington, Conn., a town
equidistant from their childhood
homes of Sharon and Rye, N.Y. To-
gether, Dick and Bea raised four sons.

Dr. Stockwell practiced medicine
in Farmington for 35 years, first at his
2 High Street office (1962-1975) and
then at the brand new University of
Connecticut Health Center. He re-
tired in 1997. He was a Fellow of the
American College of Physicians. In
retirement, Dr. Stockwell taught
“Physical Diagnosis” to medical stu-
dents and tutored medical students in
need. He thoroughly enjoyed the ex-
citement, challenges and rigors of
the teaching hospital environment;
thrived on its diversity of patients and
patient conditions, and was honored
to work alongside superb health care
professionals. Dr. Stockwell also was
Medical Director at Avon Old Farms
School (1965-1996), and at Miss
Porter’s School (1970-1995).

Dr. Stockwell served the Town of
Farmington in several capacities over
36 years, including Health Director
(1965-1975), member of the Health
Advisory Board (1975-1981), and
served on the Farmington Water Pol-
lution Control Authority (1981-2001),

including six years as vice
chairman (1996-2001).

Dick has been a mem-
ber of the First Church of
Christ Congregational,
1652 for 54 years, serv-
ing on various commit-
tees and in numerous ca-
pacities including Reno-
vation and Search com-
mittees, Stewardship
chairman, Deacon and
Moderator. He founded its
popular “Village Lecture
Series” in 2001, which
continues today.

He was a member of
the Exchange Club of

Farmington, and also The Squires
of West Hartford, serving as its
president in 2007-2008.

He was a good and kind man. He
leaves his wife, Beatrice; sons, Rich-
ard Clayton Stockwell and wife,
Donna, of West Hartford, their chil-
dren, John and Abigail, and John’s
wife, Allyson; David Matheson
Stockwell, Ph.D., his wife, Sharon,
and children, Andrew and Caroline, of
Westfield, N.J.; Christopher John
Stockwell, his wife, Joan, and chil-
dren, Jason, Thomas and Julia, of
Marblehead, Mass.; and Philip Hansen
Stockwell, MD, his wife, Susan, and
children, Eve, Charles and Henry, of
Barrington, R.I.; his sister-in-law,
Marilyn, and her husband, Carl
Stephani, formerly of Unionville and
now residing in Tulsa, and their sons,
Mathew and Gabriel, their wives and
children. He was predeceased by his
brother, Ervin Sidney Stockwell, III.

Calling hours will be held on Fri-
day, February 12, 2016, between 4
and 7 p.m., at the Ahern Funeral
Home, 111 Main Street, Unionville.
A funeral will be held on Saturday,
February 13, at First Church of Christ
Congregational, located at 74 Main
Street, Farmington, beginning at 11
a.m. Additional parking will be avail-
able at St. James Episcopal Church
and St. Patrick Catholic Church.
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Josephine ‘Jo’ Smith, 90, Talented Artist;
Enjoyed Cooking and Entertaining

Josephine Smith

Josephine “Jo” M. Smith (née
Maisto) passed away peacefully in
her sleep on Friday, February 5,
2016, after a brave battle with can-
cer. She was 90.

Jo was born on May 9,
1925 in Newark, N.J. to
father Dominic Maisto and
mother Mary Alamia. She
grew up in a large, loving
family with six brothers
and three sisters.

Jo was preceded in
death by her husband,
Irving C. “Dick” Smith,
owner and president of
Smith Motors Cadillac
since 1932, formerly lo-
cated in Elizabeth, N.J.
After living in Westfield
for over 50 years, she
moved to Cumming, Ga. in July
2015 with her daughter and family.

Jo loved to cook and entertain at
her home in Westfield. In the late
70s, Jo and her family would enter-
tain up to 400 people in their back-
yard (what a blast we had!!). In
addition to cooking, Jo was a tal-
ented artist who sculpted many spec-
tacular pieces out of stone.

Jo is survived by her only daughter,
M. Tacy Smith-Pecora; son-in-law,
Martin J. Pecora, and her two grand-
children, Hunter and Taylor. In addi-
tion, she is survived by children and
grandchildren on her husband’s side.
She also is survived by her brothers,
Lou, Gilbert, Remo and Mario Maisto,
as well as her sisters, Rose Cordasco,

Ann Contaldi and Norma Manfredi,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Jo’s Life Celebration will be Fri-
day, February 12, from 1 to 3 p.m.
and 6 to 8 p.m., at Gray Funeral

Home, located at 318
East Broad Street,
Westfield. She has re-
quested a closed cas-
ket. Jo will be laid to
rest beside her husband
in Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield on Satur-
day, February 13, fol-
lowing a 10 a.m. ser-
vice officiated by St.
Helen’s Father Frank
Fano at Gray Funeral
Home.

The family would es-
pecially like to thank

Bayada Nurses based out of Westfield,
N.J. as well as Bayada Nurses based
out of Roswell, Ga. for their excel-
lent work, care and patience over the
past year. Also a heartfelt thank you
goes to Embracing Hospice and
Ingram Funeral Home in Cumming,
Ga. as well as Gray Funeral Home in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial con-
tribution in Jo’s name may be made
to any of the following organizations
that she held near and dear to her
heart: American Cancer Society,
Muscular Dystrophy, St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital or
Tabby’s Place (A Cat Sanctuary) in
Ringoes, N.J.

February 11, 2016

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000155

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018821-12

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE RELATING TO CHEVY
CHASE FUNDING LLC MORTGAGE BACKED
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-2

VS.
Defendant: MELINDA SCARLETT PERSAUD

AND DWARKA PERSAUD, WIFE AND HUS-
BAND; MNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK A/K/
A UNION CENTER NATIONAL BANK; MID-
LAND FUNDING, LLC; FINANCIAL RE-
SOURCES FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 10/20/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-One and
10/100*** $703,751.10.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, in the
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 66
North Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 10, BLOCK # 51
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 100 X 157
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Fancy Avenue
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Twenty-One

Thousand Two Hundred Nine and 35/100***
$721,209.35 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-15005506

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-1562-15

Plaintiff: JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: JOHN G MORMILE; ANTHONY

MORMILE, JR.; THE PROVIDENT BANK; DIANE
MORMILLE; OVERLOOK HOSPITAL; MIDLAND
FUNDING LLC; GASTRO SURGICENTER OF
NJ

Sale Date: 02/17/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/28/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seventy-Five
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Six and 21/
100*** $75,746.21.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 417S ELMER STREET,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090 A/K/A 417
SOUTH ELMER WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07090.

Tax Lot No. 4 FKA 2 in Block No. 3204 FKA
503.

Dimension of Lot Approximately: 50 X 175.
Nearest Cross Street: SOUTH AVENUE.
BEGINNING at a point on the Northeasterly

side of South Elmer Street (60 foot right of way)
(formerly Elmer Street) distant 123.48 feet North-
westerly from the intersection of the Northerly
side of South Avenue (66 feet) (N.J. State High-
way Route 28) with the said Northeasterly side of
South Elmer Street and running thence.

PRIOR LIENS /ENCUMBRANCES.
SEWER OPEN + PENALTY: $170.00.
TOTAL AS OF October 24, 2015: $170.00.
Total Upset:  ***Seventy-Eight Thousand Nine

Hundred Forty-Four and 79/100*** $78,944.79
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 01/21, 01/28, 02/04
& 02/11/16 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000021

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007239-14

Plaintiff: HUDSON CITY SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: MARC VACCARO; DENISA

VACCARO; FUJIFILM NORTH AMERICA COR-
PORATION; ANNE M. VACCARO; AMERICAN
EXPRESS BANK, FSB

Sale Date: 02/24/2016
Writ of Execution: 09/28/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Ninety-Two Thousand Five Hundred Thirty-Three
and 06/100*** $692,533.06.

Property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of SCOTCH PLAINS, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 7 MANITOU
WAY, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076-
2922

BEING KNOWN as LOT 10, BLOCK 12301 on
the official Tax Map of the TOWNSHIP of
SCOTCH PLAINS.

Dimensions: 252.00 feet X 175.54 feet X 63.44
feet X 79.14 feet X 206.08 feet X 40.86 feet X
144.14 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Raritan Road
Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixteen Thou-

sand One Hundred Eighty-Seven and 39/100***
$716,187.39 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND & JONES, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 01/28, 02/04, 02/11
& 02/18/16 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-16000139

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-14212-09

Plaintiff: NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE CO.,
A SUBSIDIARY OF NATIONAL CITY BANK OF
INDIANA

VS.
Defendant: JOSE MALDONADO; CARMEN

BINGLE
Sale Date: 03/09/2016
Writ of Execution: 02/04/2015
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Twenty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-
Three and 11/100*** $726,493.11.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2090 WEST BROAD
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076

Tax Lot No. 11, in Block No. 10101.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 152 feet

wide by 261 feet long (IRREGULAR).
Nearest Cross Street: MARTINE AVENUE.
Please include the following exceptions in the

sale notice:
A. 4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $3,174.31 (OPEN

PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/
01/2015)

B. OPEN SEWER $129.69 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2015)

D. SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Sixty-Four
Thousand Three Hundred Thirty-Five and 60/
100*** $764,335.60 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Joseph Cryan
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 02/11, 02/18, 02/25
& 03/03/16 Fee: $204.00

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Garden Club Invites Public
To Meeting, Fine Oils Event

WESTFIELD — The Garden
Club of Westfield invites all inter-
ested residents and friends to at-
tend its meeting at noon today,
Thursday, February 11. It will take
place at St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield.

There will be light refreshments
with a presentation by Hollace
Hoffman entitled “Fifty Shades of
Green.” Her program will focus on
reproduction as it occurs among
garden inhabitants. Ms. Hoffman
will describe the essential role of
pollinators, the ways in which
flowers carry out their responsi-
bility to produce seeds, and the

mating strategies of small animals.
All are welcome and there is no
charge to attend.

Additionally, the Garden Club
of Westfield invites everyone to
join club members on Tuesday,
February 16, for wine and hors
d’oeuvres at Patricia and Paul,
Artisans of Fine Oils  and
Balsamics, located at 20 Elm
Street, Westfield. Light refresh-
ments will accompany a presenta-
tion on how to pair elegant oil and
balsamic products. The program
will begin at 7 p.m. There also is
no charge to attend this event.

Election Training Workshop
On Tap Feb. 18 at Library

Joanne Rajoppi

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
rescheduled its “Local
Election Workshop:
What to Do Before You
Run” program. It will
take place next Thurs-
day, February 18, at 7
p.m., at the library.

Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi will
lead this free election
training workshop, de-
signed for those inter-
ested in running for a
seat on their local
school board or munici-
pal governing body.

The workshop will guide par-
ticipants through the steps needed
for placement on the ballot as a
candidate for school board or local
office. Topics to be covered in-
clude the qualifications required

to run for office, how and where to
file a petition, filing deadlines and

campaign finance re-
ports.

Ms. Rajoppi is the au-
thor of “Women In Of-
fice: Getting There and
Staying There.” Her
workshop is for men
and women over the
age of 18.

Registration is re-
quired for this program.
Interested persons are
advised to visit the
library’s website,
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org,

call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or to stop by the library’s Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

Sheldon G. Weinstein, Was Attorney;
Westfield Resident For 45 Years

Sheldon G. Weinstein, 75, a long-
time resident of Westfield, passed
away on Monday, Feb-
ruary 8, after a long
illness.

Sheldon was born in
Perth Amboy, N.J. and
lived his entire life in
the state. He graduated
from Columbia Col-
lege and Columbia
Law School,  after
which he entered the
private practice of law
in New Jersey. There-
after, he transitioned
to the public sector,
and was very proud to be engaged
in public service.

Sheldon had a lifelong passion
for tennis and was a familiar sight
on many local courts. He was de-
voted to youth sports and coached
in many Westfield youth leagues.
He was very involved in Westfield
civic issues, volunteering his time

for campaigns and other needs.
Sheldon was known for his humor

and regaled many with his
jokes and stories. He was
an avid sports fan, par-
ticularly of his beloved
New York Mets.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Adam, David and
Stephen Weinstein, and
Janet Weinstein-Zanger; his
grandchildren, Sarah,
Jonah, Charlotte and
Henry; and his siblings,
Marcia and Richard Stern.

A memorial service
will be held on Sunday,

February 14, at 11:30 a.m., at
Goldstein Funeral Chapel, 2015
Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, N.J.
08817. Following the service there
will be a brief memorial at Beth
Israel Cemetery, US Highway 1
North, Woodbridge, N.J. 07095,
where Sheldon will be interred.
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Jane Kennington Blanck, 93,
Was Resident of Scotch Plains

Jane Kennington Blanck, 93, of
Scotch Plains, entered eternal rest on
Saturday, February 6, 2016, sur-
rounded by her loving family.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 10, from the
Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield
Avenue, Scotch Plains. A Funeral
Mass was then offered at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at Gate of Heaven
Cemetery in East Hanover, N.J.

Jane was predeceased by her hus-

band, Tom. She is survived by her
sons, Tom (Gail) and Rick (Judy); her
daughter, Ellen (James); her seven
grandchildren, Kyle (Mallory), Allison
(Randy), Jaime (John), Jennifer
(Aaron), Kylie, Michael (Lauren) and
Jackie, and her three great-grandchil-
dren, Madison, Skylar and Braelyn.

Contributions can be made in Jane’s
memory to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital and/or Wounded War-
rior Project. Please visit the website
www.therossifuneralhome.com.
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Maureen W. Savage, 85, Was Teacher;
Founding Member of St. Helen’s Parish
Maureen W. Savage, 85, a long-

time resident of Cape May and
Westfield, passed away peacefully
on Thursday, February 4, 2016, at
Ocean Medical Center, surrounded
by her loving family.

Mrs. Savage was the loving wife
of the late Harry M. Savage, her
college sweetheart and husband of
62 years. She was the proud mother
of Terry Savage and his wife, Josie,
Aileen Savage, Kathleen Durkin,
Timothy Savage and his wife,
Mary, and Russell Savage and his
wife, Martha. She also is survived
by 11 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Born in Paterson and a graduate
of East Side High School, Mrs.
Savage received her Bachelors in
Education and Masters in Educa-
tion degrees from Rutgers Univer-
sity, where she also pursued doc-
toral studies. Mrs. Savage taught
history and social studies for many
years at Orange Avenue School in
Cranford. She was an enthusiastic
student as well as a teacher of his-
tory (particularly Irish and Ameri-

can Women’s history) and lectured
at the College of Saint Elizabeth,
Stockton Universi ty,  and
Elderhostel.

Mrs. Savage was a founding
member of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church Parish, where she
and her husband taught CCD
classes. Following her retirement
in 1988, she served as president of
the League of Women Voters of
Cape May County, and was active
with the Irish American Society of
South Jersey, the Center for Com-
munity Arts in Cape May, and other
community organizations.

A Funeral Mass was celebrated
yesterday, Wednesday, February
10, at St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield. Burial followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Breast Cancer Re-
search Foundation
(www.bcrfcure.org).

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of Dooley Colonial Home
of Westfield.
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Freeholder Bd. Announces
Black History Celebration

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders in-
vites the public to attend the 2016
Union County Black History Month
Celebration on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 17, at 3:30 p.m., at Union County
College in Cranford.

This year’s annual celebration will
include vocalists and dance perfor-
mances, with featured speakers Jerry
Green (Speaker pro tempore for the
New Jersey State Assembly), who
will receive the annual Chester

Holmes Humanitarian Award; Tara
Dowdell, public relations expert and
former “Apprentice” star, and Luther
Wright, who is the disc jockey and a
former center for the Utah Jazz pro
basketball team, as well as student
body speakers and area talent.

This will be a free event and re-
freshments will be served afterward.
The event will take place in UCC’s
Student Commons Building, located
at 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford.

Sheldon G. Weinstein
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Celebrates Children’s
Dental Health Month

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Jersey Boutique Spa, north
Jersey’s only beach house spa, is
the hottest new spa in town with

the most experienced staff.
Featured on Dr. Oz, and awarded

Best Eyebrow Shaper in NJ by InStyle Magazine.

Free Parking Lot In Back
(Formerly Fancy Nails)

973-634-1077 call or text for appointment
www.jerseyboutiquespa.com

Get a FREE makeup remover with a
full set of Xtreme Lash extensions.

Hour long chocolate massage for only $70!

Get a FREE micro-current eye treatment.

Come on in and get our famous
Dancing With The Stars Airbrush Tan for a

golden glow for only $25 with this ad.

SAVE
$100*
WHEN YOU CALL 
BEFORE 3/15/16*

©2016 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT 
is a registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities 

SPRINGFIELD
973-258-0100

MORRISTOWN
973-292-9500

LIVINGSTON
973-994-2900

BRIDGEWATER
908-725-3900

EDISON
732-906-0900

VERONA
973-785-8700

FOR BETTER GRADES 
AND TEST SCORES
GET HELP NOW!
Make the next report card the best yet! If your child 

is having trouble keeping up in school or you think 

they need to sharpen their study skills, Huntington can 

help your student get on track right now.  Since 1977, 

Huntington has helped students K-12 improve their 

OUR PROGRAM FOR SUCCESS INCLUDES

•Thorough academic evaluations

•Proven programs tailored to each student’s needs

•

TUTORING
Reading - Writing - Math - Study Skills 

Spelling - Vocabulary - Phonics

Algebra - Geometry - Trigonometry 

Pre-Calculus - Calculus - Earth Science 

Biology - Chemistry - Physics

TEST PREP
SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - ACT - State Tests 

Advanced Placement (AP) - SSAT - ISEE 

HSPT - GED - ASVAB - Smarter Balanced

Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

GET THE 
BEST REPORT

CARD EVER

Baron Given Presidential
Citation at Kutztown Univ.

REMEMBERING DR. KING… In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King's birthday,
Upper School students, faculty and staff members at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison viewed his "I Have a Dream" speech from 1963 in the All
Purpose Room on Friday, Jan. 15. Dr. Bob Bowman of Scotch Plains, Assistant
Head of School for Upper School, introduced the video, shared personal reflec-
tions and asked everyone to sit in silence for a few moments to process and
contemplate Dr. King's words and their continued relevance today.

Grace Aronds Named
To JMU Dean’s List
HARRISONBURG, Virg. –

Westfield resident, Grace Ann
Aronds, has been named to the dean's
list at James Madison University for
the fall 2015 semester.

Students who earn dean's list hon-
ors must carry at least 12 graded
credit hours and earn a GPA of be-
tween 3.5 and 3.899.

Ms. Aronds is scheduled to gradu-
ate in 2018 and is majoring in health
services administration.

 David Duelks Appointed
Principal at Tamaques

NEW CHIEF TAMAQUES...The Westfield Board of Education unanimously
appointed David Duelks Principal of Tamaques Elementary School, where he
served as Acting Principal for 10 months.  A congratulatory poster signed by
Tamaques students and staff adorns his office wall.

Gabriel of Westfield Spends
Winter Break Abroad

Slegowski Makes Dean's List
At Delaware Valley Univ.

Kaitlin Picone Named to
Dean's List at York College

Goldring Earns Scholarship
At University of Rochester

Special Education Discussion
To Focus on Student Rights

KUTZTOWN, Penn. – Kenneth
Hawkinson, president of Kutztown Uni-
versity, today presented the first ever
Presidents Citation. The award was
given to Ryan Baron, a biology/pre-
med major from Garwood. Mr. Baron
recently completed his sophomore year
as an offensive lineman for the Golden
Bear football team.

Mr. Baron received the Presidents
Citation for his heroic actions on Au-
gust 24, the first day of fall classes at
Kutztown University.

Upon exiting the west side of Boehm
Science Center that afternoon, Mr.
Baron noticed a female student in medi-
cal distress on the landing. Having

worked as an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) during the summer, he
took immediate action, administering
emergency medical care until Univer-
sity Police and the local EMS team
arrived. In addition, due to his knowl-
edge as an EMT, Mr. Baron made
recommendations to the university ad-
ministration to enhance resources for
similar incidents in the future.

The President’s Citation was estab-
lished last fall and is presented at the
discretion of the Kutztown University
president. The recipient must be a cur-
rent student who has performed an
exceptional act of service that directly
benefits the well-being of others.

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to join the Westfield Special
Education Community for an evening
of education and insightful conversa-
tion on Wednesday, February 17 at
7:30 p.m., at the Edison Intermediate
School Library, located at 800
Rahway Ave. in Westfield, NJ.

The guest speakers, Beth C. Manes,
Esq. and Jessica Weinberg, Esq., will
provide an overview of special edu-
cation and your student’s rights. The
evening will focus on addressing
questions, concerns, and confusion
of parents and educators in the area
of special needs rights and responsi-
bilities. The speakers will facilitate
an interactive question and answer
and discussion. This is an opportu-
nity for our audience to better under-
stand the rights of students and how
to effectively collaborate with the
district for the success of the student.

The  guest speakers will address:
How to ensure that students are re-
ceiving the education and services
they need to learn and reach their full
potential, clarification of the differ-

ence between an IEP and a section
504 plan and how to cultivate a posi-
tive relationship with the district.

Ms. Manes and Ms. Weinbnerg are
New Jersey attorneys uniquely quali-
fied in the special needs field. They
have represented parents and school
districts alike. Ms. Weinberg also
served as a special education media-
tor with the New Jersey Department
of Education for over 10 years. To-
gether, they bring the unique experi-
ence of being involved in every as-
pect of special needs from IEP and
Section 504 advocacy to estate plan-
ning/special needs trusts to guard-
ianship. For more information visit:
manesweinberg.com

This program is free and open to
the public. All parents, teachers, and
advocates are welcome to attend. No
pre-registration is required.

For further information email:
specialedparents@westfieldnjk12.org
or visit:  www.westfieldnjk12.org/
p a g e s /
Westfield_Town_School_District/
Parents/specialedparents.

WESTFIELD – David Duelks has
been appointed Principal of Tamaques
Elementary School in Westfield, where
he served as Acting Principal for 10
months. Following a search process that
included 80 applicants, the Board of
Education unanimously approved his
appointment at its January 5 meeting.

“Mr. Duelks has served admirably
as Acting Principal during which time
he has demonstrated proven leader-
ship skills while building positive
relationships with all school stake-
holders,” stated Superintendent of
Schools, Margaret Dolan.

Mr. Duelks leadership experience
at Tamaques is combined with four

years as Assistant Principal of Edison
Intermediate School and four years
as District Coordinator of Gifted Edu-
cation. He began his career as a
teacher in Edison Intermediate School
in 1998, and is a graduate of the
Westfield Public Schools.  “He is
thoroughly familiar with our policies
and procedures; he knows our com-
munity and is a highly capable ad-
ministrator,” added Dr. Dolan.

Following his appointment, Mr.
Duelks responded, “I am incredibly
proud and fortunate to continue my
career in Westfield and thankful to be
the Principal of such an amazing
school.”

YORK, Penn. – Kaitlin Picone of
Scotch Plains, a senior Behavioral
Science major at York College of Penn-
sylvania, has been named to the Dean's
List for the Fall 2015 semester.

To be eligible for this honor, a stu-
dent must be registered for at least 12
academic credit hours and earn a se-
mester GPA of 3.50 or higher.

Located in southcentral Pennsylva-
nia, York College offers more than 50
baccalaureate majors in professional
programs, the sciences and humani-
ties to its 4,600 undergraduate stu-

dents. The College also offers master's
programs in business, education and
nursing, and a doctorate in nursing
practice. A center of affordable aca-
demic excellence, York is dedicated to
the intellectual, professional and so-
cial growth of its students. The Col-
lege helps them develop a concrete
plan to attain academic growth and
career success; encourages them to try
in the "real world" what they learn in
the classroom; and prepares them to
be professionals in whatever career
they pursue.

WESTFIELD – Hannah R.
Goldring, a graduate of Westfield
High School in Westfield, is a recipi-
ent of the Rush Rhees Scholarship at
the University of Rochester. Named
for the University’s third president,
this scholarship is given to students
for academic excellence and is re-
newable all four years of college.

Ms. Goldring, a freshman and the
daughter of Laurie Woog and Jay
Goldring, is a resident of Westfield.

The University of Rochester,
founded in 1850, is a private research
university located in Rochester, N.Y.
The University offers a unique un-
dergraduate curriculum, with no re-
quired courses, that emphasizes a
broad liberal education through ma-
jors, minors and course “clusters”—
a Rochester innovation—in the three
main areas of knowledge: humani-
ties, social sciences, and physical

sciences/engineering. The University
(on the Web at www.rochester.edu) is
also home to the world-renowned
Eastman School of Music as well as
graduate professional schools of busi-
ness, education, medicine, and nurs-
ing.

DOYLESTOWN, Penn. – Daniel
Slegowski a resident of Fanwood was
honored for academic achievement
by being named to the Dean's List at
Delaware Valley University for the
Fall 2015 semester.

Delaware Valley University is an
independent, comprehensive univer-
sity with more than 1,000 acres in
Bucks and Montgomery counties.
Founded in 1896, DelVal emphasizes
experiential and interdisciplinary
learning and provides small class sizes

where students learn on a first-name
basis. Through the innovative Experi-
ence360 Program, all DelVal students
gain real world experience in their
fields. Located in Doylestown, Penn-
sylvania, DelVal combines the com-
fort of small-town living with the ex-
citement of big-city access. DelVal
offers more than 25 undergraduate
majors in the sciences, humanities and
business, more than five master's pro-
grams, a Doctor of Education and a
variety of adult education courses.

Caldwell University
Announces Fall Dean’s List

Sofia Beneroff of Westfield
Studying in Czech Republic

CALDWELL – Caldwell Univer-
sity recently named 444 students to
the fall 2015 Dean's list, according to
Barbara J. Chesler, Ed.D., Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs at the uni-
versity. In order to achieve this honor,
students must maintain a cumulative
grade point average of 3.5 or higher
and complete at least 12 credits during
the semester.

The following students from the
area achieved this honor: Jessica Fugett
of Fanwood, Tessa Joan Fourre of
Scotch Plains, Isabel Theresa Fourre
of Scotch Plains, Sean Thomas Puzzo
of Scotch Plains and Colby Anne Roe-
buck of Westfield.

Caldwell University is a private,
Catholic coed four-year university with
a strong liberal arts core curriculum

that enhances critical thinking and
analytical reasoning. Caldwell offers
25 undergraduate and 30 graduate pro-
grams, including doctoral, master’s,
certificate and certification programs,
as well as online and distance learning
options that prepare students for
today’s global marketplace. The uni-
versity has 15 NCAA Division II ath-
letic teams and numerous clubs, fra-
ternities, sororities and activities. It is
located on a beautiful 70-acre campus
in suburban Caldwell, New Jersey.
Caldwell was founded by the Sisters
of Saint Dominic of Caldwell. Its core
values of respect, integrity, commu-
nity and excellence influence aca-
demic and campus life. For more in-
formation about Caldwell University,
visit caldwell.edu.

GRANVILLE, Ohio – Sofia
Beneroff, a Denison University stu-
dent from Westfield and graduate of
Westfield Senior High School, is
studying with the Council on Inter-
national Educational Exchange Pro-
gram in the Czech Republic for the
2016 spring semester. Ms. Beneroff,
a member of the Denison class of
2017, will continue to receive full
credit toward a Denison degree while
pursuing diverse research or academic
opportunities.

Many of Denison's undergraduate
students choose to broaden their ho-
rizons through off-campus study pro-
grams each semester. Denison offers
hundreds of options for these pro-

grams, both in the United States and
overseas, ranging from traditional
junior abroad programs in Europe, to
field project work in developing coun-
tries.

At Denison University, one of the
nation's leading liberal arts colleges,
motivated students from around the
world tailor educational experiences
in pursuit of their highest aspirations.
Innovative faculty and a completely
residential campus provide an inte-
grated learning environment for stu-
dents to develop as critical thinkers,
perceptive moral agents and active
citizens in a global community as
they prepare for rewarding lives of
purpose and impact.

SELINSGROVE, Penn. – Jonathon
Gabriel, of Westfield, spent time in
New Zealand over winter break as part
of the university's Global Opportuni-
ties (GO) program.

Mr. Gabriel is a business administra-
tion major in the Class of 2016. A 2012
graduate of Westfield High School, he
is the son of Jon and Kathleen Gabriel.

Susquehanna is distinguished by its
GO program, which requires all stu-
dents to spend at least two weeks off
campus, immersed in a culture differ-
ent from their own. Students reflect

upon their experiences when they re-
turn, guided by faculty members and
coursework that promotes discovery
and personal growth. Currently,
Susquehanna students can choose from
study-away programs, ranging from a
few weeks to as long as a full semester,
in Africa, Asia, Australia, South
America, Europe, New Orleans and
Washington, D.C.

Emily Breen Makes Dean's
List at SUNY New Paltz

NEW PALTZ, N.Y. – The State
University of New York at New Paltz
has released the Dean's List for out-
standing academic achievement dur-
ing the fall semester of the 2015-16
academic year.

The college congratulates Emily

Breen, a resident of Garwood, for be-
ing named to the fall 2015 Dean's List.

Dean's List designation is reserved
for students who excel academically
and earn at least a 3.3 grade-point
average in a semester with a full-time
course load.

www.goleader.com
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©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • email: isre@aol.com • Broker/Sales Associate

FRANK D. ISOLDI
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2006-2014

TheIsoldiCollection.com

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

This newly listed, pristine home is situated on a lushly landscaped 130 x 100 property at the end of a cul-de-sac overlooking
the woods of Brookside Park. Built in 1995 with a custom addition / renovation in 2007, this four bedroom, two and a half
bath home features large living and formal dining rooms, a fabulous kitchen with center island and pantry, and a sunny
family room with a rich coffered beamed ceiling, fireplace and built-ins. The second private staircase leads to the master suite
featuring a large bedroom, sitting room, study, walk-in closets and spa-like bath with jacuzzi and skylight. $1,165,000.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Previews® Specialist, CRS, ASP, ABR, SRES
2015, Platinum Level NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Cell/Text: 908-370-7900
Email: suechecchio@gmail.com

www.suechecchio.com

225 FLORENCE AVENUE NORTH, WESTFIELD • www.225FlorenceNorth.com

Welcome to this sophisticated 11-room contemporary ranch located on .91 acres in a highly sought after South Scotch Plains
neighborhood. The open, spacious, flexible floor plan filled with natural light offers the best of both worlds - luxury living in a
country setting yet minutes to Zagat-rated restaurants and award-winning downtowns. Conveniently located close to New York City
transportation and highways, this meticulously maintained home boasting pride of ownership awaits a discerning buyer. $850,000.

12 HERITAGE LANE, SCOTCH PLAINS • www.12Heritage.com

WF’s MILLER, ‘GOZ’ PREVAIL; SPF’s BRYANT KEY WIN

Raiders Ice Blue Devils, 37-25
In Pin Cancer Mat Showdown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing for a worthy cause took
place on February 5 in the Annual Pin
Cancer wrestling showdown between
the hosting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders and the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils. The previous two showdowns went
right down to the final bout with the
Raiders winning in 2014 and the Blue
Devils pulling it out last year. This

time the Raiders secured the honors
in the next to last bout to finish with
a 37-25 victory.

The key bout came at the midpoint
of the evening with Blue Devil Phil
Ricca and Raider Jaylen Bryant jump-
ing up a weight class to 285-lbs to
begin battle at center mat. The bout
was particularly important because
Ricca had placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) at 220-

lbs and Bryant placed third at that
weight.

The battle may have begun at cen-
ter mat but on many occasions it sent
nearby spectators, especially the
cheerleaders, scattering after multiple
football double-leg tackles ended up
with both competitors being blasted
on the floor and, sometimes, into the
scorer’s table. Bryant recorded a pair

RYAN NETS 17 PTs, DEVITT 14, MONTES 11, RINALDI 10

Blue Devil B-Ballers Reject
ALJ Lady Crusaders, 52-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four starters for the Westfield High
School girls basketball team deliv-
ered 100 percent of the scoring and
all four hit double figures in a 52-34
rejection of the AL Johnson Crusad-
ers in Westfield on February 4. How-
ever, every Lady Blue Devil deliv-
ered dazzling defensive perfor-

mances, especially in the third quar-
ter when they outscored the Crusad-
ers, 15-2, to put the game on ice.

The 7-9 Blue Devils’ inside-out-
side offensive attack worked out like
a charm which “monkey wrenched”
the 6-9 Crusaders’ defensive adjust-
ments. Blue Devil sophomore Molly
Ryan hit 15 of her team-leading 17
points in the first half and four of

them — 12 points — came from
beyond the 3-point arc.

Just when the Lady Crusaders be-
gan to pressure the outside in the
second half, the inside exploits of
junior Shannon Devitt stepped heavily
into the act. Devitt drove to the basket
and scored eight of her 14 points in
the third quarter and added two more

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING HIM INTO A TILT...Blue Devil Jack Miller, top, rolls Raider Zach Fleischman to his back for a two-point tilt
in the first period of his 170-lb bout during the Pin Cancer showdown at Scotch Plains on February 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE SCREEN...Blue Devil Mia Melao, No. 11, sets up a screen so teammate Grace Elliott, No. 12, can drive
to the basket in the game against the ALJ Crusaders in Westfield on February 4.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Girls Swim Teams Have
Been Among WHS’s Best

Another in a series on the history of
sports at WHS

Government-imposed Title IX was
a tough pill to swallow for a lot of
grumpy men, who had grown up be-
ing told by older often-grumpier men
that they “threw the ball” or “ran” or
“shot the ball” or “swung the bat” like
a girl.

That would be considered quite
sexist these days, but back then that’s
just the way things were.

Since their start during the 1972-
73 school year, girls sports have
proven quite a boon to the athletic
legacy at WHS. Over the years, sports
like field hockey, softball, cross-coun-
try, tennis, gymnastics, soccer, vol-
leyball, basketball, track and lacrosse
have produced their share of confer-
ence, county, sectional and state
champions, and way more than their
share of quality athletes.

The girls swim team started in the
1976-77 school year, and it has pro-
duced 15 state titles (the most of any
WHS girls team). They’ve also won
32 of the 39 county meets held, and
22 of the 29 sectional championships
(going for No. 23 today). Coming
into this season, their 39-year record
was 427-71-5, a win percentage of
85.7.

Before the first official team, there
had been many outstanding female
swimmers walking the halls of WHS,
including Pam Richter (’64) and
1973’s Connie Balmer, Tiny
Condrillo, Caroline Haertlein and
Marie Perkowski. Boys coach Chuck
Gantner would enter the latter quartet
in races as an “unofficial” entry.

Merilyn Diamond joined Gantner’s
staff and became the first girls coach.
Her first team finished second at the
state championships to Cherry Hill
East. Dana Zonnevylle was second
and Lora Masters 11th in the 50 free,
and they swam on both the medley
(second place) and free (third) relays.

The next two winters Masters and
Zonnevylle won individual state 50
free titles.

There would be plenty of victories
and county champions over the next
23 seasons, even several state relay-

winning foursomes, but no state team
or individual champs. That streak fi-
nally ended when Caroline Baldwin
won the 50 free and 100 back in both
2013 and 2014.

Diamond’s first seven years saw
WHS go 54-7, winning four Union
County and four state championships.
She took a sabbatical during the 1983-
84 season and Kelly Cullenberg filled
in with a 7-2 championship-less sea-
son.

When Diamond returned the next
winter, she and her girls enjoyed a
historic run that earned them a spot in
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame in
2014. Diamond retired after the 1989
season with a post-sabbatical record
of 56-0, with five county and four
state championships – the lone state
loss by a 157-150 margin to Cherry
Hill East.

During that five-year return run,

girls swim meets between WHS and
Cherry Hill East were comparable,
tension-wise, to football games
against Montclair.

Chrissy Diaz, Allison Scott, Judi
Brawer, Melissa Horner, Lynne
Cassidy, Kerry Hertell, Christina and
Mei-Mei Caroe, Val Gude, Brandeis
Wright and Anne Burkett were the
top swimmers of that era, although
Diamond’s teams were legendary for
their depth.

After the great coach stepped down
the next four years, while good and
often great, saw four different
coaches. Peggy Wright, Lynn Macrae,
Cindy Schaefer and Stacey Hegna
combined for a 34-11-2 record, with
two county titles and one sectional
crown.

The 1990 team reached the state
final, where its then-state record 74-
meet win streak was ended by Camden
Catholic 81-75.

Bev Torok was the sixth coach in
six seasons when the 1993-94 start.
She ended the revolving door of
coaches. When she stepped down af-
ter seven seasons, her teams had gone
75-21-1 with seven county titles, five
sectional and one state. Her first five
years the team lost twice in sectional
finals and three times in the state
finals, including 87½-82½ in 1998 to
Cherry Hill East.

The one state title came in 1999
when, ironically, the team overcame
the loss of standouts Brooke Smith
and Adrienne Coppa to beat Rumson-
Fair Haven.

And they almost made it two
straight in her final meet as coach
against Cherry Hill East in the 2000
state final. It was discovered after
four events that East had been acci-
dentally swimming girls in different
lanes than was written on their entry
cards. Although the rulebook clearly
states that those swimmers should
have been disqualified, Torok took
the high road and basically said, “play
on” or “no harm, no foul.”

“We didn’t want to win that way,”
she said.

The meet came down to the final
event. WHS had an 80-76 lead and
needed to either win the 400 free
relay or take second and third. Torok
split her relays for the 2-3 finish, but
the ‘B’ relay was touched out and
finished fourth. East won 86-84.

The last 15 years have seen Martha
Heintzleman, Jamie Ruszala, Brooke
Smith, Jeff Knight and current co-
coaches Ashley Westra and Lauren
Hauser keep WHS at or near the top
New Jersey girls swimming. The com-
bined 15-year record is 191-30-2,
with 14 county, 13 sectional and six
state championships.

Heintzelman’s three years saw
WHS reach three straight state finals
– including a couple of exciting semi-
finals: an 85-85 tiebreaker over
Bridgewater-Raritan in 2002 and 86-
84 over West Windsor-Plainsboro
South the next year – losing to
Vineland each time. Featured swim-
mers included Jenny and Suzanna
Fowler, Chrissy Schwebel, Chrissy
Romano, Christina Kolenut and Alexa
Vantosky.

Ruszala’s four teams went 49-11
and won four county, four sectional
and, in her final meet as coach in
2007, one state title, a 96-74 win over
West Windsor-Plainsboro South.
Jackie DeLaFuente, Amanda
Dickson, Kirsten Selert, Brittany
Reyes, Katie Morgan, Kylie Frazier
and Darrell Ann Smith were the lead-
ers.

Under Smith, WHS’s three-year
record was 42-5-2, with three county,
three sectional and two state titles, in
2008 and ’10 (the ’09 state final was
a 90-80 loss). Go-to girls for Smith
included Liz Hawkins, Alexi Kuska,
Suzanne Lemberg and Meredith
Smith. Smith’s last meet as coach
ended in a co-championship, an 85-
85 tie with WW-P South.

Knight did double duty with the
girls and boys teams from 2011-14
and the team enjoyed another memo-

rable period, going 65-1, winning
four county, three sectional and three
state championships. The one loss
was in the 2014 sectional final 90-80
to Hunterdon Central. Top swimmers
included Becky DeLaFuente, Anna
Fetter, Meg Kaveney, Ally Rose, Kylie
and Audrey Bangs, Jess and Sarah
Cronin, Caroline Baldwin, Ellie
Reinhardt, Becky Zhang and Erika
Daniel.

Under Westra and Hauser, WHS
was 9-4 last year and is currently 11-
3 and ranked No. 11 in the state.
Their seven losses have been to the
teams currently ranked No. 1 (Im-
maculate Heart Academy; twice), No.
3 (Scotch Plains; twice) and No. 4
(Bridgewater-Raritan, three times).
Gwyn Devin has been a four-year
standout, while Emma Conlon,
Muriel Maloney, Emily Oster, Emily
McGann, Shannon Pyle and Keeley
Thompson are solid contributors.

‘BUCKY’ PASSES
Mike Bukowiec, a fun-loving, free-

wheeling guy who played alongside
many of Westfield’s elite baseball
and softball players in the late 1960s
into the early ’80s, died after suffer-
ing a heart attack on Dec. 19. He was
65.

“Bucky” never made the team at
WHS, but he played a lot of semipro
baseball for the Westfield Merchants,
under managers Robert Turner and
Bobby Flynn. He also played for

Dave Kervick’s
Skier’s Shop
championship
team in the
Westfield Soft-
ball League. One
of his teammates
on those teams
was Fred Byrne,
who contacted
the Devil’s Den
with the news.

In the semipro
baseball book “Covered Wooden
Grandstands,” Bukowiec reminisced
about the Merchants and Turner.

“Robert used to call me Piersall
and Freddie was Stanky,” he said, a
comparison to major league crazies
Jimmy Piersall and Eddie (The Brat)
Stanky. “Freddy used to ride his bi-
cycle out to center field, park it out by
the big tree, then ride it back in. It was
all run and gun with the Merchants.”

Bukowiec once took a little kid’s
glove to play third base, while wear-
ing a catcher’s mask.

“Everybody loved it, and I actually
made all my plays,” Bukowiec said.
“Luckily, most of them were slow
rollers. All Robert did was shake his
head. He didn’t take me out, he rolled
with it. He laughed, too.”

Flynn recalled Bukowiec, saying,
“He had some talent. Freddy and I
were talking about him at the John
Byrne golf outing (last October). I
would have enjoyed a last visit with
Mike. I have fond memories of him.
He could do a great impersonation of
Robert.”

A private service was held last Fri-
day and a memorial service is ex-
pected this spring.

Next: wrestling

The 2012-13 Westfield High School girls swim team celebrates a state championship.

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555 x 113

Jean Marie Morgan
Sales Associate, International President's Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2015
Top 4% of Sales Associates Nationwide

Direct Line: 908-279-4441
Email: jmmorgan4@gmail.com

3 NEW LISTINGS....the Spring market is here early!

1608 Boynton Avenue in Westfield Offered at $1,099,000
Amazing 4 bedroom colonial built in '05 with beautifully landscaped yard & custom fire pit on the
patio, just perfect for entertaining.

255 Welch Way in Westfield Offered at $649,000
Beautifully maintained 3 bedroom home with a newer deck & bluestone patio on a quiet street in a
great neighborhood.

217 Scotland Street in Scotch Plains Offered at $820,000
Fabulous 4/5 bedroom home with 4 floors of gorgeous living space and a basement with almost 10'
ceilings, a bar, fireplace & full bathroom.

Follow me on Twitter @JeanMarieMorgan to get a Sneak Peek
at our new listings at #209Central...the #1 real estate office!

Mike Bukowiec
1968 yearbook

Swim Raiders Sink
Millburn Boys, 103-67

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swim team sank the
Millburn Millers, 103-67, in the
semifinal round of the North Public
B tournament in Scotch Plains on
February 8. Once again, team depth
worked in the Raiders’ favor.

Josh Cohen took top honors in the
100-free with a time of 49.01 and
also took first in the 100-backstroke
in 57.66. Chris Bondarowicz won
the 200-free in 1:48.78 and Nolan
Kearns took first in the 50-free at
23.25. The Raiders also took first in
the 200-medley relay in 1:41.95.

Swim Raiders Douse
Princeton Girls, 97-73

The top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls swim
team doused Princeton, 97-73, in
the North Public B semifinal round
in Scotch Plains on February 8. The
Lady Raiders placed first in five of
the 11 events but used their depth to
make up the difference.

Erika Frazier, Rachel Maizes,
Stephanie Judge and Amanda
Banasiak touched first in the 200-
medley relay with a time of 1:48.31.
Rachel Maizes, Dee Dee Maizes,
Maya Dunchus and Sarah Davis
won the 200-free relay in 1:40.4.
Princeton won the 400-free relay in
3:45.41.

Davis won the 200-free in
1:54.35, Rachel Maizes won the
200-Individual Medley in 2:08.99
and Judge touched first in the 100-
backstroke in 59.94. Princeton won
the 50-free, 100-free, 100-fly, 100-
breaststroke and the 500-free.

Blue Devil Boys Swamp Hunterdon Central;
Blue Devil Girls Stop Ridge Red Devils

The top-seeded Westfield High School boys swim team destroyed Hunterdon Central, 131-39, in the semifinal round
of the Public A tournament in Westfield on February 8, while the Lady Blue Devils sank Ridge, 105-65 in their semifinal
round. The Blue Devil boys not only touched first in every event but also swept five events. The Lady Blue Devils took
first in nine of the 11 events.

* SEE EXCLUSIVE STORIES BY ALEX LOWE IN THE FEBRUARY 18 EDITION *

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIMMING TO VICTORY...Blue Devil Ryan Daniel swam to victory in the 200-freestyle with a time of 1:50.46 in the
Public A semifinal meet against Hunterdon Central. See girls and boys stories by Alex Lowe in February 18 edition.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

LaCORTE SINKS 13 PTS; HESS, MURRAY 11 PTS EACH

Roselle Catholic Lions Maul
Blue Devil Boy Cagers, 66-44

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unless your name is Daniel then
finding yourself in the Lions’ Den is
not likely to end well. The Blue Dev-
ils of Westfield learned that the hard
way as they were mauled, 66-44, by
the Lions of Roselle Catholic High
School on February 6 in the final
game of the Tom Richel HoopFest
Showcase Tournament in Roselle.
Gilberto Cue scored 18 points, all on
three point baskets to lead Roselle
Catholic. Nathaniel Pierre Louis
added 16 points and inside player
Naz Reid finished with 10, many of
which came on thunderous dunks and
alley oop slams.

Roselle Catholic showed why it is
defending state champs with a di-
verse inside/outside game on offense.
Blessed with a gifted group of tall,
athletic players, the Lions (15-5) al-
ready own wins over Linden and The
Patrick School this season. After
watching them play on Sunday, it is
hard to imagine how they have lost
any games at all.

“We knew that they were that kind
of team talent wise,” said Westfield
Head Coach Daryl Palmieri. “They
did shoot the ball much better than
we expected them to though. We

watched them on tape in three differ-
ent games from this season and never
did they have the kind of success
from the outside that they showed
today.”

Westfield rarely takes a back seat
to any opponent when it comes to
shooting the 3-pointer. But on this
day, the Blue Devils were beaten into
submission by a non-stop barrage of
long-range bombs. After jumping out
to a 7-2 lead, Westfield seemed on
track to compete with their bigger,
faster foe. But Gilberto Cue gave the
Blue Devils a dose of their own medi-
cine by nailing four 3-pointers in the
first quarter alone. Cue’s long range
accuracy combined with three alley
oop slam dunks from Roselle Catho-
lic front line players helped the Lions
forge a 27-16 lead by the end of the
first quarter.

Senior Parker Hess kept the Blue
Devils within hailing distance with
11 points in the first half, including
three trays. Still Roselle Catholic’s
superior size and ability to score in-
side made it impossible for Westfield
to gain ground. A 3-pointer by senior
Jelani Pierre pulled Westfield to within
nine points at 31-22 with 6:33 left in
the half. But Roselle Catholic an-
swered with back-to-back 3-pointers
to extend to 37-22.

“We were relying on our outside
shooting ability against them,” said
Westfield’s Nick Mele. “It is tough
coming into this environment but we

managed to get the lead down to
nine points and then we had a couple
of stupid turnovers. You can’t do
that, not against this team. The way
they were shooting the ball today
was amazing. We watched tape of
them play and they never shot it like
that. You can’t scout the kind of
performances they were getting to-
day.”

Roselle Catholic hit on nine three
point shots for the game but eight of
them came in the decisive first half
as they built to a 42-26 lead. In the
second half, Roselle Catholic ex-
tended to a 44-27 lead on a lay-up by
senior Mark Bullock early in the
third quarter. The basket allowed
Bullock to become a career 1,000-
point scorer for the Lions and the
game was briefly halted to recog-
nize that accomplishment.

Westfield would get no closer than
10 points the rest of the way after a
Mele three pointer cut it to 48-38
with 3:37 left in the third quarter.
Roselle Catholic closed out the third
quarter with a 6-0 run that made it
57-40 heading into the final quarter.

“We needed to challenge the out-
side shot better than we did,” said
Palmieri. “That is on me. We did a
better job of it in the second half
when we switched to a man defense.
Listen, you play games like this
against top level teams like Roselle
Catholic with the hope that it makes
you better when county and states
come around. If you want to com-
pete against this caliber of team
though you’ve got to be sharp early.”

Matt LaCorte had 13 points to
lead Westfield. Owen Murray and
Hess added 11 each for Westfield.
The Blue Devils fell to 13-6 on the
season. It was the their second
straight loss after a 71-64 defeat at
Union Catholic. Things don’t get
any easier for the Blue Devils as they
are set to host The Patrick School,
another big and fast basketball per
on Thursday, February 11.
Westfield 16 11 13   4 44
Roselle Cath. 27 15 15   9 66

Cranford Boys Go Cold Late,
Fall to Rahway Cagers, 60-49

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rahway took control late against
Cranford, outscoring the Cougars 15-
4 over the final four and a half min-
utes to take a 60-49 decision in a
game played on February 4 at
Cranford High School. The win so-
lidified Rahway (15-2 overall, 8-1
division) as the first place team in the
UCC Valley Division. Cranford
dropped to 10-5 overall with a 5-4
Valley Division mark. Keyshawn
Cummings scored 21 points to lead
Rahway.

“We tell our players all the time
that these games are played in four
minute segments,” said Cranford
Head Coach Ryan Huber. “Rahway
won the final four minutes today and
that was the difference.”

Indeed the two teams had played

earlier in the season with Rahway
taking a narrow 56-55 decision. The
Cougars played that game without
standout senior Sean Leonard. With
Leonard back in the line-up this one
figured to be just as close. This time
around the game would feature 20
lead changes with neither team able
to build more than a six-point advan-
tage over the first three quarters of
play.

“Rahway is a very good team,” said
Leonard. “You have to give them
credit. They drained their three point
shots all game long. But I don’t feel
like they are much better than us. We
are two pretty evenly matched teams.
These games could have gone either
way. They just executed better than
we did at the end.”

With Rahway having extended to a
45-39 lead with 6:22 remaining in the

game, it was Leonard who would
bring his team back. Leonard scored
on a post up move with 5:29 left that
turned into a three-point play after he
was fouled and converted the free
throw. Then, less than a minute later,
Leonard nailed a three-point shot from
the top of the key to tie the game at
45-45. Leonard had 15 points in the
game, including nine of the Cougars’
final 10 points in the fourth quarter.

Rahway answered with a three point
shot from Kemmaje Tennet with 4:04
to play that gave the visitors a 48-45
lead. Cranford would go ice cold over
the next three minutes scoring only
when senior Jack Schetelich con-
verted one of two free throw attempts
to cut it to 48-46 with 3:56 remaining.
Rahway drained six of eight free throw
attempts in the final 2:30 to pull away

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
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Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

New Listing
42 Fairhill Road, Westfield

5 Bedrooms, 4 1/2 Baths
Offered at $1,100,000

Lady Cougars Defeat
Farmer Cagers, 44-30
Cerys MacLelland scored 14

points, had 12 rebounds and added
three blocks to lead the Cranford High
School girls basketball team to a 44-
30 victory over Union in Cranford on
February 4. Cam Wichelns scored 11
points and Bela Speer finished with
eight points, nine rebounds, four as-
sists and two blocks.
Union   6   8   7   9 30
Cranford   7 11 14 12 44

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANDS UP FOR DEFENSE...Cougar Chris Remley, No. 21, extends his hands to defend against a Rahway Indian as Jack
Schetelich, No. 10, stands ready for a pass in Cranford on February 4. Rahway defeated the Cougars, 60-49.

Probitas Verus Honos

Raider Hoopsters Ice
Lady Tigers, 51-29

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team blasted
out to a 20-3 first-quarter lead en
route to a 51-29 triumph over the
hosting Linden Tigers on February 4.
Caroline Babis bucketed 13 points,
Kara Foley netted 12 points and
Micaiah Battle added 10 points for
the Raiders, while Amani Williams
scored eight points. Janiyah Bridgers
scored 13 points for Linden.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 20 14   4 13 51
Linden  3   8   9   9 29

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

6 Bedrooms, 3 2/2 Baths
Welcome to 16 Wilshire Run! This stately Center Hall Colonial was custom built in 1997 and provides an open flow
of sun filled, large rooms perfect for entertaining and family living. An elegant two story foyer provides the entry to
the home with dual coat closets and access to the office, family room or living room. The banquet sized dining room
can accommodate all of your guests. These rooms all feature plentiful windows, custom cabinetry, and two wood
burning fireplaces. The kitchen is a cook's dream with new stainless appliances, dual dishwashers and refrigerators,
pantry, desk area, center island and room for a table. Off the kitchen is the laundry room and mud room with access
to the three car garage. A guest suite with full bath is tucked away. The second level is accessed via front and back
stairways and boasts five bedrooms. The master suite has its own sitting room/office and his/her walk in closets and
a large bathroom with a jetted tub and separate shower. Downstairs is a large recreation room and abundant unfinished
space for storage. With over an acre of private property, you will vacation at home! Whether enjoying the screened
in porch off the kitchen, the deck or the patio around the gunite pool, this is a place to relax! No detail has been
spared - detailed moldings and wainscoting throughout, hardwood floors, a sound system providing music throughout
the first floor, and the master bedroom and outside in the porch and pool area, central vacuum, front and back
irrigation system, remotely controllable security system, and two zone heat and central air conditioning, Please call
me for more information regarding this very special property or for a private viewing.  Offered for $1,299,000.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004-2015
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryalice@maryaliceryan.com

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/14 • 1-4PM
16 Wilshire Run, Scotch Plains

©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Blue Devils Reject ALJ Lady Crusaders, 52-34
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

points in the fourth.
“We corrected some things at half-

time. We figured out what we needed
to do and that was spread the floor
out, the guards outside. Then just
screening and cutting is what opened
up the floor for me to take it to the
basket,” Devitt explained.

“Shannon is awesome and she re-
ally gets open. She has great hands
and I play with her all year round,”
Ryan said. “Shannon is Shannon!”

As to her preference in where she
sets up for her 3-pointers, Ryan said,
“I like the wings. I am not very good
on the corners. When I get the ball
into Shannon, she pops it back out to
me or anybody.”

Another teammate, who Devitt and
Ryan managed to pop the ball out to
was junior Danielle Rinaldi, who
banged a pair of threes and finished
with 10 points. Rinaldi also finished
with four assists, three steals and six
rebounds. Her outside threat in addi-
tion to Ryan’s effectiveness also
opened up the inside.

“They were scared of them so they
were going out and that just leaves
somebody open,” Devitt said.

Senior co-captain Amalia Montes
also benefited from the open lanes
and finished with 11 points. Montes
also pulled six rebounds and added a
steal.

“Shannon and Amalia are great at
getting open in the high post,” Ryan
added.

Devitt, who had seven rebounds, a
steal and two assists, also became a
defensive nightmare for the Crusad-
ers. Nearly every time they drove to
the basket they encountered her hand

casting a big shadow. As a result,
Devitt blocked seven of the Crusad-
ers’ shots.

“My teammates helped me out the
whole time. We got the ball into the
kill spots. I anticipated the shots.
There’s nothing like getting a block.
It gets everybody excited,” Devitt said.

Defensively, Ryan was a nuisance
to the Crusaders with four steals and
five rebounds. Grace Elliott (2 re-
bounds, 2 tips, assist) and Jenna Iorio
(3 rebounds, 1 tip, assist) provided

stubborn defense as did Mia Melao (3
rebounds) and Maria Nemeth.

The Blue Devils opened up a 9-2
lead midway through the first quar-
ter, highlighted by Ryan’s back-to-
back 3-pointers. But Stephanie
Visconte got the Crusaders back into
the game when she sank the final six

points of the quarter to narrow the
Blue Devils’ lead to 13-11. Visconte,
who was also quite busy under the
boards defensively, would finish with
18 points.

The Crusaders then took a 15-13
lead early in the second quarter but
Ryan came right back with her third
3-pointer. Montes sank a pair of free
throws then Ryan nailed her fourth
three to put Westfield in front, 21-15.
By the midpoint of the quarter, the
Blue Devils extended their lead to 27-
17 with a pair of lay-ups by Montes
and a put back by Ryan. Visconte
scored four of the Crusaders’ next six
points and the quarter ended 28-23.

Devitt successfully completed two
straight drives to the basket and Ryan
sank a 2-pointer early in the third
quarter to stretch the lead to 34-23.
After Crusader Molly Paneta sank a
2-pointer, the Blue Devils ran off the
final nine points of the quarter, begin-
ning with Rinaldi’s three-banger, to
make the score 43-25.

Rinaldi scored the Blue Devils’ first
five points of the fourth quarter and
assisted on their next two baskets,
Montes and Devitt, respectively.

“Danielle was getting the ball into
the post, dribbling when she needed
to and taking great shots. It was great
play by her,” Devitt said.

“I think we all played very well as
a team. We really wanted this win,”
Ryan said. “Overall, it was a great
team win.”
AL Johnson 11 12   2   9 34
Westfield 13 15 15   9 52

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

Kristen Lichtenthal
Sales Associate

John Papa
Sales Associate

Bettyann Lynch
Broker Sales Associate

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,888,000
Magnificent custom built 6BR Col! Gourmet Kit
w/center island, eating area w/access to a fab cov-
ered patio, FR w/frplc.       MLS 3257602

WESTFIELD $1,699,000
Elshiekh Custom Homes presents this exquisite
new construction w/6BR, 2 frpls, stately Kit, MBR
ste w/2 WIC, fin bsmnt. MLS 3246115

WESTFIELD $1,399,000
Stunning 2014 CHC! Lrg 5BR home w/open flrpln,
detailed trim & moldings, every amenity, fenced
yard & beautiful landscaping. MLS 3252006  

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,268,000
Beautifully maintained 6BR, 6.2BA home on 2.4
acre lot w/inground pool. Updtd EIK, fab MBR Ste,
banquet sized FDR & more!    MLS 3259652

SCOTCH PLAINS $935,000
Expansive 4BR, 2.2BA Col w/modern details
throughout, FDR, expanded LR w/fireplace, cen-
ter island EIK & FR w/skylights. MLS 3274885

SCOTCH PLAINS $820,000
Spectacular 4-5BR Col w/sun drenched entry
foyer, 9' ceils, custom millwork & HWF, chef's kit
w/cust cabinets & brkfst bar.       MLS 3277483

WESTFIELD $839,000
Charming Wychwood 4BR Colonial. Spacious LR
w/frplc, FDR, modern Kit w/granite counters, center
isle & bay wndw dining area. MLS 3271263

SCOTCH PLAINS $725,000
Spacious 4BR home on lrg lot! Great layout, EIK,
FR w/frplc, lrg finished bsmnt w/Office, near
Ponderosa Park & NYC transp. MLS 3273846

SCOTCH PLAINS $689,000
Must see 4BR Colonial in Berwyck Chase!
Dramatic 2 story foyer, 9 ft ceilings, open flr pln,
frml LR & DR, EIK w/brkfst bar. MLS 3276746 

WESTFIELD  $529,000
Spacious and bright 4BR Colonial, Freshly painted
throughout, HWF,  FLR w/bay window, FDR,
large Fam Rm w/fireplace. MLS 3258422

WESTFIELD                          $509,000
Recently updated 4BR, 2BA home, EIK w/gran-
ite counters & stainless steel aplliances, freshly
painted, close to town & transp. MLS 3263664

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT, LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

Ask about our Coldwell Banker
Home Protection Plan 

WESTFIELD   $409,900
3BR, 1.5BA home w/FDR, HWF on 1st flr, FR on
grade level w/sldng drs, EIK & garage. Roof updtd
& new wndws '08, new bth '10.  MLS 3252064

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Isabella DeSimone, a junior on the
varsity swim team, was recently a double winner in State Tournament meets
against Rumson Fairhaven and Lawrence in both the 50 and 100 freestyle. She
also set a new school record in the 50 freestyle. Mark Colineri, a senior on the
varsity bowling team, recently bowled a perfect game in the Union County
Individual Finals and placed third overall in the County.

from the host team. The only offense
Cranford could muster during the
decisive stretch came on a three-point
basket from Leonard with 1:14 to
play, which pulled the Cougars within
six, at 55-49.

“We actually did a really good job

today against their big men inside,”
said Schetelich. “We limited them to
one shot most of the game. But in the
final few minutes I don’t think we
finished well. We needed to play as a
team and I think we got a little ner-
vous. Guys were trying to make plays,
which is good, but we let the offense
get away from us.”

The back and forth nature of the
contest was evident at the end of each
quarter. Rahway led by two points,
13-11, at the end of the first quarter
and 27-25 at the half. The Indians
held on to a 40-39 advantage after
three quarters. Each team effectively
ran the floor scoring points in transi-
tion and each team had success scor-
ing inside as well.

The visitors proved to be every bit
as deadly from long range as was
Cranford. Rahway hit seven three-
point shots during the game, match-
ing the Cougars.

“We lost our offensive flow in the
final minutes,” said Huber. “We got
impatient. I think we went three
straight possessions with a turnover
and Rahway came back and scored
on all of them. We just didn’t make
enough plays in the end.”
Rahway 13 14 13 20 60
Cranford 11 14 14 10 49

Cougar Boys Go Cold Late, Fall to Rahway, 60-49
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Matmen Fall
To Montgomery, 35-34
The fifth-seeded Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School wrestling
team fell 35-34 via criteria to fourth-
seeded Montgomery in the opening
round of the North 2, Group 4 tour-
nament at Montgomery on February
8. Montgomery won eight of the 14
bouts.

Raider Sam Wustefeld won by 5:13
fall at 182-lbs, George Ramos won
by 3:01 fall at 195-lbs and Mikey
Ramos won by 5:58 fall at 160-lbs.
Guilliame Hardin won an 8-0 major-
ity decision at 145-lbs. Justin
Sidebottom (113) and Jaylen Bryant
(220) won by forfeit.

Lady Cougars Outpace
St. Mary Cagers, 76-71

A scoring assault ended in favor of
the Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team with a 76-71 result over
St. Mary’s (Elizabeth) in Cranford on
February 2. Cam Wichelns bucketed
23 points, including a pair of 3-point-
ers, and added five assists and four
steals, while Cerys MacLelland put
in 20 points and pulled down 15 re-
bounds for the Cougars.

Bela Speer recorded six blocked
shots, grabbed nine rebounds and
dished out five assists for Cranford.
Lauren Williamson scored 11 points,
with two 3-pointers, and added four
assists. Lindsay Pace netted 16 points
and had three assists. Zaria Butler
poured in 37 points and pulled 10
rebounds for St. Mary’s and Aniko
Chapman scored 17 points and had
seven rebounds.
St. Mary’s 18 15 17 21 71
Cranford 24 18 15 19 76

Cougar Matmen Edge
Lenape Valley, 31-28
Tom DiGiovanni (126-lbs) and

Andrew Tompkins (170-lbs) recorded
pins as the visiting Cranford High
School wrestling team edged Lenape
Valley, 31-28, on February 3. At 106-
lbs, Conor Halpin recorded an 11-2
majority decision, Anthony Capece
(113) won, 6-4, and Chris Scorese
(132) recorded a 15-0 technical fall.
Mike NIgro won, 5-1, at 138-lbs and
Brian McGovern recorded an 11-3
majority decision at 152-lbs. Vince
Concina (145) and Dave Busch (160)
both dropped one-point decisions.

Raider Matmen Fall
To Highlanders, 46-21
Every key match-up went in favor

of the visiting Governor Livingston
High School wrestling team in a 46-
21 victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders on February 3.
Highlander Dave Vill won a tight 5-4
bout at 120-lbs but the two really big
shockers came at 170-lbs and 195-
lbs, respectively, in bouts that would
normally be considered to be won by
close decisions. GL’s Turner Haddad
pinned Sam Wustefeld in 1:59 at 170-
lbs and Jack Blasch pinned Jaylen
Bryant in 40 seconds at 195-lbs.

Raiders Mike Fleck and Justin
Sidebottom both recorded falls at 106-
lbs and 113-lbs, respectively. High-
lander Nick Mele recorded a pin at
126-lbs and Raider Jashmar Phillippe
recorded a pin at 132-lbs. Highland-
ers Austin Senkarik (138), Andrew
Gallitelli (145) and Nick DeLuca
(152) all won by decision. Highlander
Quinn Haddad (160) won by pin and
Chris Bottone (182) claimed an 8-0
majority decision. Raider Bobby
Mount (220) won by decision and
Highlander Dan Tomlinson (285) won
by pin.

Chiefs Top Blue Devils
In Wrestling Section
The third-seeded Piscataway High

School Chiefs topped the sixth-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils,51-21, in the
opening round of the North Section
2, Group 5 wrestling tournament in
Piscataway on February 8.

Blue Devil Jack Miller won by pin
in 1:12 at 170-lbs. Chris Hoerle won
a 3-2 decision at 113-lbs. Jack Sharkey
(106) and Phil Ricca (220) won by
forfeit. Zach Rabinowitz dropped a
tough 3-2 decision at 113-lbs.

Cougar Matmen Rout
Allentown, 66-3

The fourth-seeded Cranford High
School wrestling team won every
bout but one in a 66-3 rout of fifth-
seeded Allentown in the Central,
Group 3 tournament in Cranford on
February 8.

Conor Halpin (106), AJ Bencivegna
(126), Chris Scorese (132), Dave
Busch (160) and Dylan Budnik (195)
all won by first period pins. Vince
Concina (145) and Brian McGovern
(152) claimed second period pins,
while Anthony Capece (113) and Alex
Esposito (220) each received a for-
feit. Tom DiGiovanni (120) won a 3-
0 decision, Mike Nigro (138) won 6-
0, Andrew Tompkins (170) won 7-3
and Kevin Doran (285) won 3-1.

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING AROUND A CRUSADER...Blue Devil sophomore Molly Ryan, No. 2, drives around AL Johnson Crusader
Danielle Hartzig in Westfield on February 4. The Blue Devils defeated the Crusaders, 52-34.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANDLING THE BALL...Blue Devil junior Danielle Rinaldi, No. 1, hooks
around a Johnson Crusader defender in Westfield on February 4.
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This Is Westfield  2016
Reserve your Ad space today • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

Our 44th Annual Edition is coming ... a MUST for businesses in the region

Open Daily 11 am - 6 pm  |  1607 Shackamaxon Drive, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Download the new Toll Brothers app todayDesign trends, tips, 
recipes – fi nd it all at

TollTV.com

Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices 
subject to change without notice. Apple and the Apple logo 
are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other 
countries. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 
Google Play is a trademark of Google Inc.

The only new active adult community in Scotch Plains off ering 
luxurious carriage homes with amazing lake and golf course views.

Now Open!

Low-maintenance lifestyle
First-fl oor master suites

Surrounded by the prestigious 
Shackamaxon Country Club
PRICED FROM THE $800,000s

908-654-3888  |  EnclaveatShackamaxon.com

© 2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.  All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Westfield West Office:
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-0065
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Rahway $389,900
Breathtaking, Spacious, 3BR/2BA, Raised
Ranch w/Huge Part. Fin. Bsmt. Come & Make
This Wonderful House Your Home!

Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 3276946

Scotch Plains $439,000
Just move in to this updated home! Beautiful
kit w/granite, HW flrs under carpet, a nice
patio & yard for entertaining.

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 3278963

Cranford $609,000
Fall in love with the spectacular view of
Nomahegan Lake & Park from this circa 1936
charming Custom Col/Cape on 1/3 acre.

Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 3276961

Westfield $1,479,000
Stunning & spacious new Colonial on deep
lot. Great location, open concept living, 4 flrs
of living, ready for June delivery!

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3278551

Fanwood $629,000
Stunning & renovated expanded 4BR Col,
open flr plan, high end kit, HW flrs, fin bsmt,
CAC, blocks to NYC trans, & more!

Agent: Beth E. Sullivan MLS: 3277894

Westfield $1,699,000
New construction, by Premier Design Custom
Homes, boasts 4 levels ofliving space, top of
the line finishes, & so much more!

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3277105

MacLELLAND NETS 19 PTS, 16 RBS; WICHELNS 15 PTS

Lady Pioneer Cagers Hit in OT
To Overcome Cougars, 64-57

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman Olivia Foucher’s 3-
pointer late in the fourth quarter set
up an overtime clash between the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team and the visiting New Provi-
dence Pioneers, who hit all 10 of their
free throws and added a lay-up to
overcome the Cougars, 64-57, on
February 6. The key for the Lady
Cougars was how to handle Pioneer

junior standout Katie Kinum, who
finished with a game-leading 33
points.

“She’s just a great player. She can
shoot from anywhere on the court
and she drives. We didn’t really do a
good job coming in to cut off her
drives. We struggled when the other
girls were cutting to her. Hopefully
when we see her in the counties, we
can stop her,” Cougar senior Cerys
MacLelland said.

MacLelland, in her own right, was
the primary person that the Pioneers
needed to focus on. MacLelland, who
possesses strong driving to the basket
skills, finished the game with 19 points
but her rebounding performance was
phenomenal. MacLelland pulled five
rebounds in the first quarter alone
and went on to finish with 16.

MacLelland also looked to pass off
to her teammates, Cam Wichelns, Bela

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

of double-leg tackles, while Ricca
recorded one double-leg, which even-
tually resulted in a 6-4 Bryant win.

“It was a great match. We were
looking for that match-up. Ricca is an
outstanding wrestler. We saw Jaylen
peak at the right time, senior, captain,
Westfield, last home match. We put
the trust in him and he did what we
hoped,” Raider Head Coach Marc
Fabiano said.

With Bryant’s devastating double-
leg tackle, there were times when
balance comes into play such as with
Governor Livingston.

“He got caught against Governor
Livingston. It’s going to happen. It’s
good that happens. You learn from
that. You don’t make that mistake
again but he’s starting to improve it.

Early on in the season, he was run-
ning those doubles off the mat. Now
he’s getting that control at the end of
the mat, keeping his feet in. He’s
peaking at the right time,” Coach
Fabiano said.

The match began at the 145-lb class
and Raider Guilliame Hardin pulled
a switch reversal then pinned Ryan
Bass in 4:52 with a grapevine/half
nelson combination. At 152-lbs,
Raider Alex Oslislo recorded a side
single takedown and an escape to
defeat Ben Kwok, 3-1, then at 160-
lbs, Blue Devil Isaiah Reese pulled
off a slick duck under/lift takedown
and later converted a side single to a
nearfall to earn a 7-1 decision over
Mikey Ramos.

Blue Devil Jack Miller showed that

he has recovered quite well from an
injury he suffered at the UCT when
he amassed eight takedowns of vari-
ous types, three nearfalls and a rever-
sal to claim a 25-7, 6:00 technical fall
over Zack Fleischman at 170-lbs.

“I wrestled last Saturday and I
wrestled Wednesday. I feel good, fully
recovered. I feel like I am as strong as
I was before. I came back to my
conditioning,” Miller said.

Originally attempting to work for a
pin, Miller soon realized that he
needed to choose another route to
accumulate points.

“He was tough on bottom. He was
clamming up, so I had to look to my
other options. Probably get some more
takedowns, score some points,” Miller

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING AN ESCAPE...Blue Devil Isaiah Reese, left, stands up and attempts to escape the grasp of Raider Mikey
Ramos in their 160-lb bout during the Pin Cancer showdown. Reese did escape and defeated Ramos, 7-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIFFICULT PERSON TO GUARD...Cougar freshman Lauren Williamson, No. 10, has to deal with a real tough customer
in Pioneer Katie Kinum who drives to the basket in Cranford on February 6. Kinum scored 33 points in the Pioneer win.

More photos at Ballyhoo Sports
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-024637-13
FILE NO. 19252-14

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ANNIE L. CATHCART, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ISABELL BALEY, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; AGURS CATHCART A/
K/A AUGURS CATHCART;
MRS. AGURS CATHCART A/
K/A AUGURS CATHCART,
WIFE OF AGURS CATHCART
A/K/A AUGURS CATHCART;
JONNIE CATHCART, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; FANNIE CATHCART,
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; LINDA H.
CATHCART; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF LINDA H.
CATHCART, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS; LEONORA J.
AUGUSTIN; RICHARD J
SIMON LLC; MEMORIAL
MEDICAL CENTER;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Second Amended Complaint filed in a
Civil Action, in which MACRICH ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC is the plaintiff and ANNIE L.
CATHCART, HER HEIRS, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-024637-
13 within thirty-five (35) days after Febru-
ary 11, 2016 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Second Amended Complaint.  You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-

municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 609-585-6200 - Legal
Services Office 609-695-6249.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificates:

1. A certain tax certificate 000662, sold
on 5/24/2000, dated 5/26/2000, and was
recorded on 6/27/2000 in Book 7734 at
Page 184, made by STEVEN M DAVIS,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to MEDVIN CORP
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
MACRICH ASSOCIATES, LLC on 11/1/
2004 and was recorded on 11/19/2004 in
Assignment Book 1337 at Page 284.  This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 9 BLOCK 608 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD. and
concerns premises commonly known as
332-34 EAST 6TH STREET, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

2. A certain tax certificate 010668, sold
on 4/17/2001, dated 4/20/2001, and was
recorded on 5/4/2001 in Book 8191 at
Page 81, made by STEVEN M DAVIS,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to MEDVIN CORP
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
MACRICH ASSOCIATES, LLC on 11/1/
2004 and was recorded on 11/19/2004 in
Assignment Book 1337 at Page 284. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 9 BLOCK 608 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD and
concerns premises commonly known as
332-34 EAST 6TH STREET, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

3. A certain tax certificate 020614, sold
on 3/6/2002, dated 3/8/2002, and was
recorded on 4/11/2002 in Book 9120 at
Page 70, made by STEVEN M DAVIS,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to MEDVIN CORP
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
MACRICH ASSOCIATES, LLC on 11/1/
2004 and was recorded on 11/19/2004 in
Assignment Book 1337 at Page 284. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 9 BLOCK 608 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD and
concerns premises commonly known as
332-34 EAST 6TH STREET, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.

YOU, ANNIE L. CATHCART, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST;
ISABELL BALEY, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; AGURS CATHCART A/K/A
AUGURS CATHCART; JONNIE
CATHCART, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND

INTEREST; FANNIE CATHCART, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; LINDA
H. CATHCART, are made party defen-
dants to the above foreclosure action be-
cause you are the owners of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, MRS. AGURS CATHCART A/K/A
AUGURS CATHCART, WIFE OF AGURS
CATHCART A/K/A AUGURS CATHCART;
and JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF LINDA H.
CATHCART, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party de-
fendants to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendants AGURS
CATHCART A/K/A AUGURS CATHCART
and LINDA H. CATHCART are married,
and if married, the name of AGURS
CATHCART A/K/A AUGURS CATHCART
and LINDA H. CATHCART’s spouses. If
AGURS CATHCART A/K/A AUGURS
CATHCART and LINDA H. CATHCART
are married, the plaintiff joins MRS. AGURS
CATHCART A/K/A AUGURS CATHCART,
WIFE OF AGURS CATHCART A/K/A AU-
GURS CATHCART; and JOHN DOE, HUS-
BAND OF LINDA H. CATHCART, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS as
defendants for any possessory or marital
rights you may have.

YOU, LEONORA J. AUGUSTIN, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because on May 5, 2002, a
child support judgment was entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Union
County, by Leonora J. Augustin against
Aguras L Cathcart Jr.  Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-100698-2002,
CS80962840B. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, RICHARD J SIMON LLC, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on January 24, 2012, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Middlesex County, by Ri-
chard J Simon LLC against Ismael Cathcart
and Agurs Cathcart a/k/a Argus Cathcart
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$22,098.97, plus costs. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. J-020220-2012.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on August 12,
1998, a judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Essex County,
by Memorial Medical Center against
Jerome Simpson and Priscilla Simpson
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$2,882.64, plus costs and interest. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No.
DJ-214239-1998. Said judgment is subor-
dinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  February 5, 2016

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/17/13, The Leader Fee: $186.15

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that New
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“AT&T”) (“Ap-
plicant”) filed an application for a height
variance and amended site plan approval
to place twelve (12) antennas at a centerline
height of 166 feet on an existing 161 foot
transmission tower. The Applicant will also
place related equipment at the base of the
tower. The property which is the subject of
this application is located at LaGrande
Avenue in the PSE&G Right-of-Way near
Brohm Place, Fanwood, New Jersey which
is located in the R-75 Zoning District and is
designated on the Tax Maps as Block 78,
Lot 42 (“Property”). Applicant is seeking
the following variances, approvals and
waivers:

* Height Variance
* Amended Site Plan approval
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Ap-

plicant also seeks such approvals, waiv-
ers and variances from the requirements
of the Zoning Ordinance as may be deemed
necessary or required by the Borough of
Fanwood Planning Board at the hearing in
this matter.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Bor-
ough of Fanwood Planning Board will meet
at 7:30 p.m. prevailing time, Wednesday,
February 24, 2016 in the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time opportunity will be given to all those in
interest to be heard and at which time the
Board may approve, modify or deny the
application. Any interested party may ap-
pear at the aforesaid hearing, either in
person, or by their attorney, and be given
the opportunity to be heard with respect to
the aforesaid application.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the ap-
plication for development and all support-
ing maps, site plans and documents are on
file in the Office of the Planning Board at
the Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
and are available for inspection by the
public during normal business hours, Mon-
day through Friday, between the hours of
8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq. and by order of the
Fanwood Planning Board.

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T)
PinilisHalpern LLP

Judith A. Fairweather, Esq.
160 Morris Street

Morristown, New Jersey 07960
(973) 401-1111

Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 2/11/16, The Times Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-128

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
SALE OF PROPERTY

WHEREAS, The Township of Cranford
owns property located at Dietz Street, Block
562, Lot 1 in the Township of Cranford; and

WHEREAS, the Township adopted an
Ordinance, No.2015-21 vacating the right
of way at Dietz Street on June 9, 2015
which was duly published in accordance
with the New Jersey Open Public Meet-
ings Act; and

WHEREAS, the vacated right of way
and Block 562, Lot 1, (collectively referred
to as “Property”) owned by the Township is
not needed for public use,  is less than the
minimum size required for development
under the zoning ordinances and is with-
out capital improvement and, thus, is de-
clared surplus property; and

WHEREAS, the Property was offered to
the contiguous property owners pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13.1; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor
and Council to sell said Property to an
owner of real property contiguous, Mr.
DiFabio  pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-
13(b)(5); and

WHEREAS, a list of the Property with
the  purchase price was posted on the
bulletin board in Township Hall and adver-
tisement made in a newspaper designated
by the municipality within five days follow-
ing approval of said resolution pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Cranford that the aforesaid Property

1. Property will not be sold for tax exempt
purposes.

2. Property shall be sold for the amount
of $150,000.

3. Property will be sold “as is.”  The
Township makes no representations as to
the condition of the property.

4. The Buyer shall be required to indem-
nify and hold harmless the Township from
any and all liability relating to the condition
of the Property, including, but not limited
to, any and all potential environmental
issues on the Property.

5. The Buyer shall take title via quit claim
deed within thirty days of the closing date
of the sale.

6. The successful bidder shall be re-
quired to comply with all terms and condi-
tions, including, without limitation, enter-
ing into any contract of sale in a form
acceptable to Township attorney.

7. The Township will retain, if necessary,
an easement permitting the right of access
and entry to the property for the purpose of
inspecting, repairing or replacing existing
water and/or storm and sanitary sewer
lines.

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY

Please take notice that the foregoing
Resolution was adopted by the Township
Committee of the Township of Cranford at
a meeting held February 9, 2016.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $65.79

Speer and Lindsay Pace. Wichelns
finished with 15 points, including
three 3-pointers, and four steals. Speer
had five points, six rebounds, a tip
and a blocked shot. Pace finished
with eight points, two assists and
three rebounds.

“Every game I expect to get a lot of
rebounds. I know that’s what my team
wants from me. I hope to get a double,
double [figures points and rebounds]
every game since that’s what my team
expects,” MacLelland said. “I like
feeding Camryn and Bela the ball so
they can get some shots up and Lind-

say to give her opportunities to shoot
threes. We like to do fast breaks, so I
am throwing the ball long. I got a lot
of shots off today. I felt good.”

MacLelland’s driving to the basket
skills emerged early as she scored 10
of her points in the first quarter to
give the Cougars a 19-13 lead. She
also assisted Wichelns with her first
3-pointer. Kinum’s skills also blos-
somed as she hit nine points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer and assisted team-
mate Hannah Caminiti for a 2-pointer.
Caminiti would finish with 13 points,
including a 3-pointer assisted by
Kinum at the buzzer to end the sec-
ond quarter.

“She’s a great passer. She’s just a
great overall player,” MacLelland
commented.

Pace got into the scoring act with
six of her points in the second quar-
ter. Wichelns hit her second 3-pointer,
MacLelland rolled in a two and Julia
Schork sank a two but the Pioneers
won the quarter, 17-13, to tighten the
Cougars’ lead to 32-20 at halftime.

The Cougars banged in three
threes to win the third quarter, 15-
14, to carry a 47-44 lead into the
fourth. Wichelns hit her third 3-
pointer and Katerina Polyviou
nailed a pair of threes, including
one just before the end of the quar-
ter to give her team the three-point
advantage. Lauren Williamson (3
rebounds, 2 assists, steal) also
scored a 2-pointer. Kinum scored
eight points in the quarter, which
included a smooth underneath the
basket move, a hook shot and four-
for-four from the free throw line.

The fourth quarter began with a
shocking 3-pointer delivered by the
hand of Kinum to knot the score but
the Cougars took a five-point lead
with scores from Wichelns and
MacLelland, respectively. Kinum
rolled in a lay-up then she assisted
Foucher with her third 3-pointer to
tie the game with 2:00 remaining.
The Pioneers regained possession
with 1:12 on the clock and froze the
ball in order to get off the final shot
that missed, sending the game into

overtime.
Caminiti hit a pair of free throws in

the overtime but Speer answered with
a pair of free throws. Kinum sank a
hook shot to put the Pioneers up by
two. With time winding down, Pace
stole the ball and fed Speer, who was
fouled. After sinking her first free
throw, she missed her second.
MacLelland got the rebound in a
scramble but the ball was knocked
away and the Pioneers regained pos-
session with a one-point lead, prompt-
ing the need to foul. Unfortunately
for the Cougars, the Pioneers hit all

eight of their free throws in that time
span.

“They kept hitting the ball away.
We struggled a little bit. We have to
work on our defense for the next
game. They are all very good. They
are well coached. They know how to
move the ball around. They know
how to set Katie up with some good
shots. They are a good team,”
MacLelland said.
New Prov 13 17 14  8 12 64
Cranford 19 13 15  5   5 57

said.
Another key match-up came at 182-

lbs when Blue Devil Jarek Gozdieski,
the UCT champ at 160-lbs, faced
Sam Wustefeld (3rd in UCT at 170-
lbs). Gozdieski converted a barrel
roll dump into a two-point nearfall
and added an escape to grab a 5-1
decision.

“He’s good. He gave me a good
match. He competed with me and
hung in there until the end. The team
needed bonus points. I was trying to
get the pin. I was trying to go for the
dump. I tried to get bonus off the
whistle. Didn’t get some,” Gozdieski
said. “There’s something I can still
work on. I had some opportunities to
score on him but I didn’t take advan-
tage of those opportunities. I felt that
I should have been stronger on my
top game but that’s what I am here for

to get better for districts.”
At that point, Westfield led 11-9

but the Raiders won the next three
bouts when George Ramos pinned
Russ Weber in 1:14 with an under
half nelson at 195-lbs, Bobby Mount
received a forfeit at 220-lbs and
Bryant won his bout with Ricca. Blue
Devil Zach Rabinowitz also took the

takedown route and mixed in a few
nearfalls to seize a 19-4, 4:08 tech
fall over Mike Fleck at 106-lbs.

At 113-lbs, Raider Justin
Sidebottom, trailing 3-1, escaped then
added a duck under takedown with
three seconds remaining to edge Chris
Hoerle, 4-3. Blue Devil Emmet Smith
recorded three takedowns, one an
accidental Mallory, and three escapes
to defeat Jacob Perone, 9-4, at 120-
lbs. Nadin Korkmaz put the Raiders
in the drivers seat when he recorded

five takedowns, a nearfall and a re-
versal to grab a 15-5 majority deci-
sion over Kevin Fuller at 126-lbs.

Jashmar Phillippe clinched the
Raider victory in a flash when he
recorded three takedowns and a
nearfall then pinned Matt Dente with
a cradle all within a span of 37 sec-
onds at 132-lbs. The final bout, 138-
lbs, ended in 5:08 when Blue Devil
Tim Miller pinned Willy Benevides.

“Coming off a tough loss against
GL, and recovering now, it’s out-
standing going into state sectionals
on Monday. Kids are wrestling tough.
Kids are fighting off their back. Ev-
erybody is doing the right thing for
the team. Everybody contributes.
Even if they are losing, they are fo-
cused and they are doing the right
things to help the team. Not giving up
bonuses,” Coach Fabiano said.

The Raiders also had a strong team
performance the week before in a
loss to Cranford.

“The kids have the right attitude.
They are buying into the program,
the philosophy and they are working
together. Coming out in a close match
against Cranford, continuing it, com-
ing off a win here is going to help us
in state sections, in districts, in re-
gions,” Coach Fabiano said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Hardin (S) p Dente 4:52
152: — Oslislo (S) d Kwok 3-1
160: — Reese (W) d Ramos 7-1
170: — Miller (W) tf Fleischman 25-7,
6:00
182: — Gozdieski (W) d Wustefeld 5-1
195: — Ramos (S) p Weber 1:14
220: — Mount (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Bryant (S) d Ricca 6-4
106: — Rabinowitz (W) tf Fleck 19-4,
4:08
113: — Sidebottom (S) d Hoerle 4-3
120: — Smith (W) d Perone 9-4
126: — Korkmaz (S) md Fuller 15-5
132: — Phillippe (S) p Dente :37
138: — Miller (W) p Benevides 5:08

Devilfish Deliver Big Swims
At 8U ‘Y’ Championships

The Westfield Area YMCA 8-and-
Under Swim Team competed at the
NJ YMCA 8U Region A Champion-
ships held at Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College on February 6. The Dev-
ilfish had many breakout swims cap-
turing first in three individual events
and one relay event.

TOP 16 SWIMS:
7U Boys: Connor Bassolino 15th

(25 breast), Logan Welsh 13th (25
breast)

7U Girls: Emelia Dengler 6th (50
free), 11th (25 fly), Naomi Kamins
15th (25 back), Abigail Thein 12th
(25 fly)

8U Girls: Molly Baker 10th (25
back), Alexa Gelinas 10th (25 breast),

Madelyn Lee 2nd (25 fly), 3rd (25
back), 4th (25 breast), Jacqueline Moser
6th (25 breast), Catherine Ritter 2nd
(25 free), 5th (25 back), 8th (50 free),
Simran Tangri 15th (25 breast), Shae
Trenery 6th (100 IM), 9th (25 back),
12th (25 breast), Stephanie Wang 9th
(100 IM), Astrid Wunderle 14th (25
back), Annie Zwally 6th (25 fly)

100 Medley Relay A – 2nd
(Trenery, Yu, Lee, Ritter), 100 Med-
ley Relay B – 4th (Droskoski, Moser,
Zwally, Baker), 100 Free Relay A –
12th (McAndrew, Wang, Xiong,
Wunderle), 100 Free Relay B -15th
(Gelinas, Tangri, Contract,
Williammson)

8U Boys: Duncan Callow 14th (25
free), Ben Duan 5th (25 breast),
Michael Fisher 9th (50 free), 10th (25
fly), Josh Schneider 6th (25 back),
7th (25 fly and 50 free), Cole Sharkey
1st (100 IM), 2nd (25 breast), 3rd (50
free), Keaton Shepherd 10th (25
breast), 16th (25 fly), Logan Swenson
1st (25 back and 25 free), 6th 50 free,
Hudson Welcomes 11th (25 breast),
13th (50 free)

100 Medley Relay – 1st (Swenson,
Duan, Sharkey, Schneider). 100 Free
Relay – 11th (Shepherd, Foerst,
Cederqvist, Wilcomes).

Pioneers Hit in OT to Overcome Cougars, 64-57
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on Febru-
ary 1, 2016 adopted the following resolu-
tions for applications acted upon at the
January 6, 2016 meeting.

PB 15-17  7-Eleven, Inc., 800 Central
Avenue, Block 4801, Lot 8. Applicant
sought preliminary and final major site
plan approval with variance relief to de-
molish the existing structures on the lot
and construct a new building for retail use
as a 7-Eleven. Applicant sought variance
relief to allow a front yard setback of 67 feet
where 40 feet is required (§11.28E1); to
allow a paved parking area in the front yard
where paving in the front yard is not al-
lowed (§11.28E7); to allow a six foot fence
in the street side yard where a maximum
height of 4 feet is allowed (§12.07C); to
allow a trash enclosure to be located in the
side yard where rear yard location is re-
quired (§15.05C4); to allow a sign height of
14.4 feet where a maximum of 12 feet is
allowed (§16.04E3a3); to allow a wall sign
and a freestanding sign where a free-
standing sign is allowed only when a wall
sign is not proposed (§16.04E4); to allow
setbacks of off-street parking of 6.1 feet on
West Grove Street and 43 feet on Central
Avenue where a setback the distance of
the principal structure from the front and
side street property lines is required
(§17.03C5); to allow a loading area in the
front yard  (§17.03D1) and to allow a ground
level illumination at the property line of 0.9
fc where a maximum of 0.5 fc is allowed
(§17.10C). Application approved with con-
ditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $41.31

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN THE NICK OF TIME...Raider Justin Sidebottom, right, pulls off a smooth duck under takedown with three seconds
left in his 113-lb bout to nip Blue Devil Chris Hoerle, 4-3, in the Pin Cancer showdown in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING CLOSE TABS...Cougar Julia Schork, No. 15, keeps close tabs on Pioneer Sarah Zeto, No. 15, in the game in
Cranford on February 6. The game went to overtime and New Providence won 64-57.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO GET FREE...Blue Devil Ben Kwok, front, tries to get an escape on
Raider Alex Oslislo in the 152-lb bout. Oslislo won 3-1.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Westfield Office
185 Elm St  908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

Real Estate
Mortgages
Closing Services
InsuranceWeichert®

James
Euwer

James
Euwer

Timothy
O’Shea

Peter
Lisciotto

James
Euwer

SCOTCH PLAINS. Welcome to this impressive sprawling 3
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Ranch situated on over an acre of property. Open
foyer with double closet leads to the spacious Living Room with large
bow windows and fireplace. The Formal Dining Room has a large picture window
overlooking the tiered deck and fenced back yard. The gourmet kitchen boasts lovely
wood cabinetry, granite counter tops, full granite backsplash, new double self cleaning
ovens and a wine refrigerator! $749,000.

Sales Associate
of the Month

RANCH
SCOTCH PLAINS. This gracious Colonial was
just completed and is ready for new owners. Enjoy the
mahogany open front porch on summer nights or play

in the over sized yard. This home offers 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Baths, CAC, HWF thru out, LED
lighting and a finished basement. Every cook will enjoy the gourmet kit with center island,
granite counters, tile back splash, SS appliances and pantry. This open floor plan home
offers FLR, FDR and Great Room with gas fireplace for those cold winter nights. $819,000.

COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS. 5/6 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Home. Designer
gourmet kitchen. All hardwood floors, 1st floor offers Guest Room
and full Bath as well as tremendous Kitchen and Family Room
combo. Magnificent Master Bedroom Suite with huge walk-in shower and freestanding
contemporary tub including his and hers walk-in closets. 2nd floor laundry area, full
basement provides a completely open floor plan for Media, Billiard or exercise room.
All this and situated on a half acre property. $1,169,000.

COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION
WESTFIELD. This 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Colonial offers hardwood
floors, Central Air Conditioning, Formal Living Room, Formal
Dining Room and an updated Eat-In Kitchen with sliders leading to
a new paver patio with a built-in grill station. In Addition this home has a first floor
Family Room with a wood burning fireplace, basement Rec Room and 700 sq. ft.
office (or make it an in-law suite, 1st floor Master Bedroom, media room, tons of
potential). $739,000.

COLONIAL

Jacqueline
“Jackie”

Waldman
Top Sales & Units

Sales Associate
of the Month

Holly Cohen
Top Dollar

Volume

BOOKKEEPER- FULL CHARGE

Union County distributor seeks Full
Charge Bookkeeper with the
following responsibilities:
Maintains QuickBooks general
ledger, prepare & deposit checks,
process sales invoices, process
accounts payable, manage and
record bi-weekly Paychex payroll,
prepare monthly bank
reconciliations, maintain employee
benefits, monitor bank line of credit
and wire transfers, process
SIMPLE plan withholdings.
Qualifications: minimum 5 years
as full charge bookkeeper with
QuickBooks, proficient with MS
excel and word, ability to plan and
organize, respect for
confidentiality, high attention to
detail. International experience
(wire transfers, customs, import/
export) a plus.

Please email resume to:
Job164234@gmail.com

1966 CHEVROLET CORVETTE

1966 Chevrolet Corvette Roadster
V8 327ci/300hp engine and
automatic transmission $16,000,
contact info: loseine@gmail.com

(973) 435-2481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Expert Calculus/Precalc Tutor

AP-certified, veteran HS math tu-
tor specializing in calculus and
precalculus. Master's, very expe-
rienced, patient, excellent results.
Please call Mel: (732) 603-9521.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield - New Office Space
available immediately. Elm St.
location. $800.00/mo includes
utilities, phone, internet.

Call (908) 812-5485

Americans For Prosperity Praises,
Chides Christie for Annual Address

NJ Voters Unaware of Pension Efforts,
Change Mind If Need to Tax Them

Lance Backs Bill to Cut
Red Tape to Start-Up Capital

TRENTON – Praised by fellow
Republicans and derided by Demo-
crats, Gov. Chris Chistie received a
little of both from the head of the
New Jersey chapter of Americans for
Prosperity for his “State of the State”
speech.

State chapter director Erica
Jedynak called New Jersey’s tax cli-
mate “punitive” and said it was why
residents and businesses “continue to
flee.”

 “Gov. Christie has done much to
turn New Jersey’s fortunes around
over the past six years, despite a
hostile majority party in the Legisla-
ture which continues to pursue the
same failed policies with reckless
abandon,” she said in a release by the
conservative political advocacy
group. “AFP commends the gover-
nor for his stance on pension reform
and strong opposition to the fiscally
irresponsible amendment which he
rightly points out threatens the impo-
sition of crippling tax hikes. We also

applaud his support for elimination
of our immoral death taxes.

“Still, our state continues to fall
behind. New Jerseyans are in desper-
ate for tax relief and much more
needs to be done to rein in excess
spending in Trenton. Additionally,
we need the governor to lead the way
in addressing our transportation chal-
lenges without forcing New Jersey
motorists to pay more at the pump—
an issue the governor failed to touch
on yesterday.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has backed
H.R. 1675, the Capital Markets Im-
provement Act, which will ease regu-
lations on access to capital for start-
ups and entrepreneurs.

“I regularly tour businesses from
Phillipsburg to Westfield and I often
hear that onerous regulations make it
harder to retain and create jobs. Mak-
ing it easier to allow entrepreneurs
and those with good ideas to have
access to capital should be the mis-
sion of government entities.

“Instead, federal agencies are im-
posing regulations at a record pace

and freezing capital and other tools
needed to help Main Street and espe-
cially those with lower incomes. The
House is acting to end that practice,”
Mr. Lance said.

H.R. 1675 will reduce the burden
on small businesses from the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission’s
(SEC) regulatory requirements. Ac-
cording to a Pepperdine University
survey, a majority of entrepreneurs
believe the current business financ-
ing environment is restricting growth
opportunities and many also agree
that it is restricting their ability to hire
new employees.

TEANECK — More than half those
surveyed in a Fairleigh Dickinson
University poll are unaware of efforts
to amend the New Jersey Constitu-
tion that would mandate the state
make quarterly contributions to its
pension system, but the same number
is supportive of the idea.

The FDU PublicMind poll among
902 adults across the state January 4-
10 found that 58 percent were un-
aware of calls, led by state Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Salem), to make New Jersey the first
state in the nation to require the quar-
terly payments.

Sen. Sweeney, considered a likely
gubernatorial candidate in 2017, in-
troduced legislation in December

Fifty-nine percent supported the
concept, however, 27 percent of those
who favored it would reconsider if it
meant cuts in other parts of the bud-
get. Nearly half (46 percent) would
revoke their support if the payments
meant increased taxes.

The idea of the constitutional
amendment arose after the state Su-
preme Court this past summer sided
with Gov. Chris Christie, who did not

make the full payments to the system
reached as part of an agreement signed
into in 2011 that, among other things,
raised the retirement age.

The court said the law did not cre-
ate a “legally binding, enforceable
obligation” for the state to make the
payments, and said the state could
not be bound by the large payments
without voter approval.

As expected, 77 percent of union
households favored the amendment.

“These findings raise questions
about what people would like to see
cut in the budget,and it’s likely that
no two people would cut the same
thing,” said Krista Jenkins, professor
of political science and director of
the PublicMind institute.

“But many residents are hostile
to big spending– unless of course
the money is being spent on them.
Things become even more compli-
cated for the proposal when tax
increases are mentioned. If the state
needs to find the money some-
where for quarterly payments,
don’t look to taxpayers unless
policymakers want to risk the sup-
port of the public.”

More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Like Many Relics, Put Insurance Benefit
For Elected Officials in History Museum

Garwood has one: Council President
Lou Petruzzelli. So does Scotch Plains:
Mayor Kevin Glover.

They’re holdovers from the days when
health insurance was relatively inexpen-
sive. Now that perk has become a costly
liability.

Both Messrs. Petruzzelli and Glover
have kept their benefit under a provision
of a state reform law six years ago that
discontinued health insurance for part-
time government employees — includ-
ing elected officials — who were hired or
took office after May 2010.

They were, in essence, grandfathered.
Since then, at least seven towns in New

Jersey have eliminated the benefit, prima-
rily over cost, further spurred by
Obamacare.

In the case of Mr. Petruzzelli, who took
office in 2009, his benefits have gone
from $15,888 to $32,716 this year —
more than double in seven years.

Proponents of offering the benefits have
argued that council positions are not part-
time and that changing the policy for

those that have been receiving them all
along is “not fair.”

At least that was heard in Mahwah
when it ditched health insurance for coun-
cil members four years ago.

But neither is it fair to cut or reduce
services or raise taxes to keep up with the
sharp increases in health insurance for
those who often describe themselves as
“serving” the public.

It hardly seems noble to consider com-
pensation as part of one’s deliberation as
to whether to seek public office, espe-
cially a part-time job in a small town.

And we’re not sure how fair it is for one
person to get a benefit like health insur-
ance but deny it to others who are doing
the same job.

Those arguing to get rid of health insur-
ance benefits for grandfathered part-time
elected officials have suggested that be-
fore someone makes a “tough” decision
to eliminate someone else’s job, cut a
service or raise the town’s taxes, they
should look at themselves first.

If it truly is an honor to serve, there is an

easy enough way to say “thanks.”
We don’t think this grandfathered bunk

is right. If it is wrong now, it was wrong
then.

** Local Government Commentary **

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a Special Meeting
on February 29, 2016, at 7:30 pm, Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the bi-
furcated application of 2600 Route 22 East,
LLC for 2586-2590 & 2600 Route 22, East,
Block 4703, Lot 1, 2, 3 & 4, located in the
B-3 and R-2 Zones.

The Applicant proposes to construct a
WaWa Convenience store with a gas sta-
tion with Variances.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours at
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 2/11/16, The Times Fee: $21.42

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before Wednesday,
February 24, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing
time or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be reached, for:

 ANIMAL CONTROL SER-
VICES (1 YEAR, 2ND YEAR
OPTION)

in accordance with the Specifications
and Information to Bidders prepared by
the Township. At that time and place, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may

be submitted to the Bozena Lacina, Town-
ship Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 no later than
five (5) days before the date set forth in the
foregoing paragraph for receipt of bids.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“ ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES (1
YEAR, 2ND YEAR OPTION)”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/11/16, The Times Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on Febru-
ary 22, 2016, at 7:30 pm., First Floor Coun-
cil Chambers, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains to hear the Applica-
tion for 1927 Evelyn Street, LLC,
Mohammed Ghani for property located at
1927 Evelyn Street, Block 8702, Lot 1.01,
R-3 Zone who proposes to subdivide the
existing lot, demolish the existing home
and construct two new single family homes.
No variances are required.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The plans pertaining to this
application are in the office of the planning
board and available for public inspection
during normal business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Board

1 T - 2/11/16, The Times Fee: $20.91

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE FOR RENT

North Martine Avenue, Fanwood.
2 rooms, fully furnished, 400 sq.
ft., private bath, off street parking,
heat, AC & electric included.
$950/month (908) 322-8440
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Fanwood Library to Look
At Impact of Rosa Parks

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library will present “Rosa
Parks: The Bus, and the Politics of
Memory” on Tuesday, February 16,
at 7 p.m., at the library.

Professor Catherine Nicholson from
Kean University, who led the library’s
popular program on “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” author Harper Lee this past
fall, will lead this lively discussion.

On December 1, 1955, in Montgom-
ery, Ala., Rosa Parks refused to obey
bus driver James F. Blake’s order to
give up her seat in the colored section
for a white passenger. Ms. Parks was
not the first person to resist bus segre-
gation, but she was chosen as the best
candidate by the NAACP organizers to
challenge this segregation because of
her prior arrest for civil disobedience.

Ms. Parks’ act of defiance became
an important symbol in the Civil
Rights Movement and she became an

international icon of resistance.
The politics of memory is the politi-

cal means by which events are remem-
bered and recorded, or discarded. The
terminology addresses the role of poli-
tics in shaping collective memory and
how remembrances can differ mark-
edly from the objective truth of the
events as they happened. The influence
of politics on memory is seen in the
way history is written and passed on.

The public is invited to attend this
program to learn about what hap-
pened on that bus, what they think
they remember from that time, and
how it is still shaping society today.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at 5 Forest Road. For registra-
tion and to find out more information
about this or any other library pro-
grams, call the library at (908) 322-
6400 or visit the Events Page at
fanwoodlibrary.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-038953-15
FILE NO. 21023-15

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SANDRA SOUSA;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which ACE PLUS LLC is the plaintiff and
CARLOS M. CALDAS, ET ALS; are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-038953-
15 within thirty-five (35) days after Febru-
ary 11, 2016 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 11-00172,
sold on 6/4/2012, dated 6/14/2012, and
was recorded on 9/5/2012 in Book 13405
at Page 462, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to ACE PLUS LLC
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, ACE
PLUS LLC.  This covers real estate located
in ELIZABETH, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 623
BLOCK 5 as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of ELIZA-
BETH and concerns premises commonly
known as 73  75 FLORIDA STREET,
ELIZABETH, New Jersey.

YOU, SANDRA SOUSA, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on June 2, 2010, a child support
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Union County, by Sandra
Sousa against Carlos Caldas.  Said judg-
ment was entered as Judgment No. J-
140200-2010, CS82675946A. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

DATED:  February 5, 2016
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/17/13, The Leader Fee: $64.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-15-
039, to be located in Zone R-3, on the
premises known as 7 Claremont Place,
Cranford, New Jersey, Block No. 266,
Lot No. 5, has been submitted by Gary
Jaffe of 7 Claremont Place, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Section 136-30, Schrdule 1  pp1: Per-
mitted lot coverage is 28%. Seeking relief
for lot coverage of 35%,

and any additional relief that may be
required by the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on February
22,2016 at 8:15 PM in Room107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
AM and 4:00 PM in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Gary Jaffe
7 Claremont Place

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Febru-
ary 1, 2016, the Planning Board of the
Town of Westfield (“Board”) adopted a
resolution memorializing its decision to
grant preliminary and final major site plan
approval with variance relief (“Application”)
to 7-Eleven, Inc. (“Applicant”) with respect
to certain property commonly known as
800 Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jer-
sey and designated on the Town of
Westfield Tax Map as Block 4801, Lot 8
(the “Property”).

Applicant was granted approval to de-
molish the existing improvements located
on the Property and to construct a principal
building of approximately 3,044 square
feet that contains a retail sales use (7-
Eleven convenience store). Applicant was
also granted approval to construct other
site improvements, including but not lim-
ited to off-street parking, landscaping, light-
ing and signage.

Applicant was also granted approval for
“c” or “bulk/area” variance relief, including:
(i) minimum side yard setback less than
required; (ii) permission to locate a trash
enclosure in a side yard; (iii) permission to
locate off-street parking in the front and
side yards; (iv) permission to locate load-
ing areas in the front yard; (v) permission
to construct a free-standing sign along
with the proposed wall sign; (vi) maximum
area of wall signs greater than permitted;
(vii) maximum height of wall sign greater
than permitted; (viii) pavement in the front
yard; (ix) maximum illumination level at
Property line greater than permitted; and
(x) maximum height of a fence in the front
and side yards greater than permitted.

The resolution has been filed with, and is
available for, public inspection at the office
of the Board located at the Department of
Public Works Building, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey, during regu-
lar business hours, which are typically
Monday through Friday between the hours
of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

7-Eleven, Inc.
By: Jason R. Tuvel, Esq.

GIBBONS P.C.
One Gateway Center

Newark, New Jersey 07102-5310
(973) 596-4603

1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $47.94

Westfield Library Offers
Bookplates For Children

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced that
patrons are now able to purchase
bookplates that can be affixed to their
children’s favorite library books.
Local artist Linnea Rhodes designed
the bookplates, which are a fund-
raising project of the Westfield Me-
morial Library Foundation (WMLF).

All of the bookplates represent a
season because, as the bookplates pro-
claim, “It’s always the season for read-
ing!” They cost $10 each, or are three
for $25. Children can choose their
favorite library book and then bring it
to the staff of the Circulation Desk,
who will write the child’s name in the
book. Anyone who visits the Children’s
Desk also can pick up a bookmark
with the same artwork, and view a
donated piece of artwork representing
the alphabet, also by Ms. Rhodes.

“We really wanted to start an ongo-
ing project that engages and celebrates
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
youngest and most voracious read-
ers,” said Amanda Conley Ayers,
president of the Foundation.

“As parents ourselves, the WMLF
board understands that the library is
an incredible asset to our children as
well as the community at large,” she
continued. “These bookplates are not
just a way to engage young readers in
the experience of reading, but also a
way for parents and caretakers to
create lasting memories with our chil-
dren in this very special place.”

The Westfield Memorial Library
Foundation hopes this project will
not only raise funds but also increase
awareness about the organization’s

mission, which is to work in conjunc-
tion with the library to raise funds
that will help support the long-term
development of the building and its
programs. It is the goal of the Foun-
dation to help ensure the library’s
role as a center for learning, cultural
enrichment, relaxation and fun for
many generations to come.

The Foundation utilizes a variety
of fund-raising strategies, including
individual and corporate donations,
fund-raising events, long-term capi-
tal campaigns and legacy giving. The
Foundation stands ready to assist the
library with large projects such as
building or renovation campaigns,
also with funding for programs and
services that may be jeopardized be-
cause of increased pressure on local
and state budgets.

All donations to the Foundation
are tax-deductible. For more infor-
mation, visit the Westfield Memorial
Library Foundation Facebook page,
or its website at wmlfoundation.org,
or call (908) 248-4542.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday. The library will be
closed Monday, February 15, for
Presidents’ Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org and sign up for the monthly
e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop
by the library at 550 East Broad Street
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

NEW CAFE IN TOWN... Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins, left, and Downtown
Director Kathleen Miller Prunty, right, stopped by to welcome the Elsawis,
owners of Tablespoon Café.

Criminal ‘Expungement’
Cut From 10 to Five Years

TRENTON — People convicted
of a crime can have the offense re-
moved from their record after five
years instead of the previous 10 un-
der a bill signed into law by Governor
Chris Christie.

The measure, sponsored by, among
others, Asm. Jerry Green (D-22nd,
Plainfield) and Asw. Annette Quijano
(D-20th, Union), was signed by Gov.
Christie on January 19. It reduces the
waiting period for an “expungement”
to five years from the date of the
person’s last conviction, payment of
fine, satisfactory completion of pro-
bation or parole or release from in-
carceration, whichever is later.

“Expungement offers an incentive
against recidivism,” Asm. Green said.
“It gives people who currently have
little chance of finding legal employ-
ment the opportunity to leave past
mistakes behind them, find a job and
be productive.

“The fact of the matter is, the sys-
tem is working against those indi-
viduals who have served their time
and want to change and do better.”

In the case of a disorderly persons

or petty disorderly persons offense,
the waiting period is reduced from
five years to three years. Individuals
with a criminal conviction or a con-
viction for a disorderly persons or
petty disorderly persons offense must
apply for a removal of the record to
the Superior Court in the county
where he or she was convicted.

An individual who is successfully
discharged on or after the law’s effec-
tive date, April 18, will be eligible to
have all prior matters removed only if
he or she was not convicted of any
crime, disorderly persons offense or
petty disorderly persons offense while
on special probation. An individual
who was successfully discharged
prior to the law’s effective date will
be eligible to have all matters ex-
punged that existed at the time of
discharge only if he or she has not
been convicted of any crime of of-
fense since his or her discharge date.

Expungement of a criminal record,
however, does not remove the con-
viction from the public record such
as in newspapers or online publica-
tions.

NAMI ‘Circle of Friends’
Is Set For February 23

WESTFIELD — The Union County
Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance
on Mental Illness) invites area resi-
dents to join its “Circle of Friends”
event on Tuesday, February 23, for a
free informal evening of sharing and
discussion. This program will begin at
7:30 p.m. at American Legion Post
No. 3, located at 1003 North Avenue,
West, Westfield.

Joyce Benz, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and director of the In-
tensive Family Support Services of
the Mental Health Association in New
Jersey, will facilitate a discussion of
various topics affecting persons with
mental illness. Attendees are invited
to bring their questions and concerns
and to learn about the latest issues in
the field of mental health.

A panel consisting of members from
NAMI Union County’s board will of-
fer insight from their own experiences
in dealing with the mental illness of a
family member. This will be an oppor-
tunity to share and learn from others
who have common interests. The for-
mat is described as relaxed and audi-
ence participation is welcomed. There
is no charge.

A free copy of “The Resource
Guide — Help in Navigating the
Mental Health System in Union
County” and other handouts will be
available to attendees. Snacks also
are provided.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628. In the event of inclement
weather, e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Blue Acres Expands
Into Rahway

TRENTON — The Department of
Environmental Protection’s Superstorm
Sandy Blue Acres Buyout Program is
expanding into Rahway, making buyout
offers to get families in repeatedly
flooded areas out of harm’s way and to
help improve flood resiliency.

The Blue Acres program has com-
pleted offers to more than 700 families
in 12 municipalities affected by
Superstorm Sandy in October 2012 and
other devastating storms.

To date, Blue Acres has secured fund-
ing to purchase 797 properties statewide
with buyouts under way in seven coun-
ties. To date, more than 333 of those
properties have been demolished.

Blue Acres has successfully secured
$284 million in federal disaster recov-
ery funds for post-Sandy acquisitions,
including $169 million from the FEMA

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
(HGMP); $100 million from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) Community Devel-
opment Block Grant – Disaster Recov-
ery (CDBG-DR) program; and $15 mil-
lion from the Blue Acres fund and the
State Land Acquisition (Urban) fund.

Governor Christie designated the Blue
Acres Buyout Program in 2013 to run
the state’s post-Sandy effort to purchase
homes from willing sellers in flood-
prone areas at pre-Sandy values. After a
Blue Acres purchase is completed, the
homes are demolished and the land is
permanently preserved as open space
for recreation or conservation purposes.

Homeowners interested in selling their
homes or who have questions about the
buyout program may call the DEP’s
Blue Acres Buyout Program at (609)
984-0500 or visit www.nj.gov/dep/
greenacres/blue_flood_ac.html.

WESTFIELD
Sunday, January 31, Dominique

Davis, 19, of Newark and Tresean
Johnson, 18, of East Orange were each
arrested on multiple charges at the south-
side Westfield Train Station parking lot
after police responded to a report of
individuals breaking into motor ve-
hicles.

Davis was charged with hindering
apprehension and on two warrants, one
from Newark, with bail of $2,500, and
the other from Irvington, with bail of
$250. He was processed and held pend-
ing transport to the Union County jail in
lieu of $2,500 bail. Johnson was charged
with burglary to a motor vehicle, credit
card theft, fraudulent use of a credit
card and theft. He was processed and
released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, January 31, Gerkenz
Senesca, 18, of Newark was arrested on
a Cranford traffic warrant, with bail of
$250, pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
on the 300 block of East South Avenue.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance.

Wednesday, February 3, Joseth
Santamaria-Nunez, 19, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop in the area of Gallows Hill Road
and Saint Marks Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released with a sum-
mons pending an appearance in
Westfield Municipal Court.

Thursday, February 4, a resident in
the area of Roger Avenue reported be-
ing the victim of a burglary. The victim
stated that between the hours of 3:45
and 8:14 p.m. that day, an unknown
suspect gained entry to her residence
and ransacked the master bedroom. At
the time of the report the victim had not
observed anything missing from the
residence.

Saturday, February 6, Sergio O.
Navarro, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant pursuant to a prisoner pickup at the
South Plainfield Police Department. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
on $100 bail.

Saturday, February 6, Kevin S. Riche,
20, of Roselle responded to police head-
quarters to satisfy an active traffic war-
rant from Westfield, with bail of $89.
He was processed and released after
posting the full bail.

Saturday, February 6, Nicholas F.
Bizzoco, 18, of Clark was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant

to a motor vehicle stop in the area of
Sycamore Street and Columbus Av-
enue. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released with a summons.

Sunday, February 7, a resident in the
area of Fair Hill Road reported being
the victim of a burglary. The victim
stated that on February 6 he had left his
residence at 5 p.m. and that when he
returned on February 7, at 1 a.m., he
noticed that an unknown suspect had
gained entry to his residence, ransacked
the bedrooms and stole four passports
along with $1,200 in cash.

Sunday, February 7, Benjamin
Goldstein, 38, of Garwood was arrested
at Sycamore Street and Irving Avenue
on an active Garwood warrant, with
bail of $200. He was processed and
released after posting full bail.

FANWOOD
Monday, February 1, Justin Brown,

20, of Clermont, Fla. was arrested on
active warrants out of Plainfield, Union
and Newark following a motor vehicle
stop at East 7th Street and Terrill Road.
Brown was processed and turned over
to Plainfield police.

Wednesday, February 3, Ian Braswell,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active warrant out of North Plainfield
following a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Mary Lane. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Friday, February 5, a resident of the
400 block of South Avenue reported
that an unknown suspect had removed
his snow blower from his property. The
snow blower was valued at $600.

Friday, February 5, Abraham
Mashinsky, 25, of Lakewood was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of
Pemberton following a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Terrill Road.
He was processed, posted bail and re-
leased.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Monday, February 1, Timothy

Golden, 32, of Roselle Park was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant. Po-
lice stopped Golden for a motor vehicle
violation on North Avenue and discov-
ered he had an active warrant out of
Cranford Municipal Court. Golden was
transported to police headquarters for
processing.

Monday, February 1, Daniel Sarku,
30, of North Brunswick was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Route 22. Sarku had
several active warrants out of South
Plainfield, Piscataway and
Hillsborough. He was transported to
police headquarters for processing.

Tuesday, February 2, Suzanne
Laliberte, 32, of Middlesex was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Win-
chester Drive. Laliberte had an active
warrant out of Little Ferry Municipal
Court. She was transported to police
headquarters and released by Little
Ferry.

Tuesday, February 2, Joseph
Corcoran, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant. Corcoran
was a passenger in a motor vehicle that
was stopped by police. He was found to
have an open active warrant out of
Clark Municipal Court. Corcoran was
transported to police headquarters for
processing.

Tuesday, February 2, an attempted
burglary was reported at a Valleyscent
Avenue apartment. The resident stated
that sometime between 5:30 and 6 p.m.
someone had attempted to break into
the apartment by pushing in a window
air conditioning unit. No entry was
gained into the apartment.

Thursday, February 4, Louisa
Alfonso, 38, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Bayberry Lane.
Alfonso had an active warrant out of
New Providence Municipal Court. She
was transported to police headquarters
for processing.

Sunday, February 7, David Bucci,
27, of Woodland Park was arrested on
an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 East.
Police discovered he had an active war-
rant out of the Passaic County Sheriff’s
Office.

SBA Loans Available
For Sandy Victims

REGION - The U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) announced on
December 2 that federal disaster loans
are again available as a result of Hurri-
cane Sandy. These low-interest loans
are available to small businesses, most
private nonprofit organizations,
homeowners and renters located in New
Jersey, regardless if they applied during
the initial Hurricane Sandy disaster dec-
laration or not. To date, SBA has ap-
proved 131 loans totaling $5,099,500.

SBA’s customer service representa-
tives are at Disaster Loan Outreach Cen-
ters to provide one-on-one assistance
and answer questions. There is no cost
to apply and no appointment is neces-
sary. The Centers are open until further

notice.
Interest rates are as low as 4 percent

for businesses, 3 percent for non-profit
organizations, and 1.688 percent for
homeowners and renters with terms up
to 30 years.  Loan amounts and terms are
set by the SBA and are based on each
applicant’s financial condition.

Applicants may apply online using
the Electronic Loan Application (ELA)
via SBA’s secure website at https://
disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Additional de-
tails on the locations of recovery centers
and the loan application process can be
obtained by calling the SBA Customer
Service Center at 800-659-2955 (800-
877-8339 for the deaf and hard-of-hear-
ing) or by sending an email to
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.

Loan applications can be downloaded
from www.sba.gov/disaster. Completed
applications should be mailed to: U.S.
Small Business Administration, Process-
ing and Disbursement Center, 14925
Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155.

The filing deadline to return applica-
tions for physical property damage or
economic injury applications is Decem-
ber 1, 2016.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-029113-15
FILE NO. 20571-15

NOTICE TO REDEEM

FWDSL; PLAINTIFF VS.
COREY SLATER; ADRIENNE
SLATER, HIS WIFE; PROPEL
FINANCIAL 1, LLC; FIRST
TRENTON INDEMNITY;
DAVID H GREENE; AMERI-
CAN HONDA FINANCE;
FORD MOTOR CREDIT COM-
PANY; SOLARIS HEALTH
SYSTEM  A/K/A JFK HEALTH
SYSTEM, INC. T/A
MUHLENBERG REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: DAVID H GREENE;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on February 5, 2016, the Superior
Court Fixed March 21, 2016 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 20 BLOCK 140 on the tax duplicate
of  PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 12-0735 is
$ 27,298.33 together with interest from
January 31, 2016 and costs of $1,404.32.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held February 9,
2016, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
23rd of February 2016 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2060

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I.
1. Section 13-21.5 – “Handicapped

parking space – On street.” of the Town
Code shall be amended by adding the
following:

328 Temple Place, northerly side, be-
ginning at a point 40’ northeasterly from
the intersection of the easterly curb line of
Summit Avenue as extended with the north-
erly curb line of Temple Place as extended
and from such beginning point extending
northeasterly for a distance of 25’.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Cranford Board of Education met on February 8, 2016 and awarded the following
amended contract without competitive bidding as a professional service pursuant to
18A:18A.5a(1). The resolution of award and the contract listed below are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Board Secretary located at 132 Thomas Street from
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday.

Additional
Contract Not

Name Nature of Award Contract Period To Exceed
Anthony P. Sciarrillo, Esq. Legal Services July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016 $75,000.00

Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 2/11/16, The Leader Fee: $27.54
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POPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORNPOPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Jane Got a Gun
Misfires

2 popcorns

NJWA Concert, Dinner to
Benefit Music Connection

JAZZING IT UP...The Florian Schantz Combo, pictured from left, Margaret
Schantz, Lowell Schantz, Florian Schantz, Jeff Little and Rup Chattopadhyay,
will perform at the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Family Mardi Gras Gala
Concert and Dinner, which is a fundraising event for The Music Connection.

Arbor Day Poetry Contest
Seeks Poems About Trees

SCOTCH PLAINS – The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) will host a Family Mardi
Gras and Gala Concert and Dinner
on Sunday March 6 at 5:00 pm.  The
event will take place at Snuffy’s
Pantagis, 250 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The evening will feature perfor-
mances by the band Watson and the
Florian Schantz Jazz Combo. In ad-
dition to the professional music per-
formances, the evening will show-
case selected NJWA Music Studio
students and ensembles, and will
also feature a silent auction and a
50/50 drawing.

Proceeds from the evening will
benefit the Music Connection, a pro-
gram designed for students who are
neurologically, developmentally
and/or physically handicapped. The
Music Connection focuses on ac-
quiring musical skills, enhancing
self-esteem, developing pride in
achievement and providing fami-
lies with an activity to share.

Watson, directed by “Cadillac”

Phil Rinaldi, reflects the jazz, rock
and funk genres, and is well known
for its appearances at the Westfield
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Fes-
tival, as well as performances  at
numerous venues throughout the
area.

A highlight of the evening will be
the music provided by the Florian
Schantz Jazz Combo. Florian, now
13 years old, started as a student in
the Music Connection in 2009, went
on to form his own professional
jazz band and has performed all
over the greater New York City area.
His band has played at various fund
raising events for the Music Con-
nection, so that other children may
benefit from the opportunity given
to him.

Tickets for the event are $100 for
adults and $50 for children. To pur-
chase tickets, or for more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9696 or visit
the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield. To learn
more about the NJWA visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

A few decades ago, before the
revisionist Western (i.e.-Robert
Altman’s McCabe and Mrs. Miller-
1971) moseyed into our movie pal-
aces, director Gavin O’Connor’s ul-
tra-realistic Jane Got a Gun might
have fascinated us and even won a
few awards. But I tell you pardner,
by this juncture I’ve just about had
a belly full of poor cowpokes and
sodbusters trying to scratch out a
living in unhospitable country popu-
lated by no-account varmints, gun-
slingers and the precursors of what
would evolve into American big
business.

Alas, this latest example tren-
chantly reminds that there’s no go-
ing back to the idealistic cowboy
yarn. Nope, life is tough, and it’s
dog eat dog whether back East in
the tuberculosis-riddled cities or out
here amidst the beautiful but deso-
late plains and majestically chal-
lenging mountains. Instead of clear-
cut delineations between the good
guys in their white hats and the bad
guys in black, the nouveau-natural-
istic shoot-‘em-up takes the occa-
sion to make like a countrified
Descartes and mull the variations of
good and evil.

All the same, we’ve little prob-
lem discerning who to root for in
this particular landscape. Hip to the
wiles and extenuating circumstances
of human behavior, it doesn’t much
bother us that Jane Hammond, im-
pressively portrayed by Natalie
Portman, is married to Noah
Emmerich’s Bill Hammond, a
known outlaw. It’s all relative. You
see, the blackguards who shot him
up are twice as bad, evidenced by
the larger sums offered on their
wanted dead-or-alive posters. Thus,
when old Bill barely makes it back
to the homestead, we’re much
obliged to feel sorry for the gal.

For one, she’s mighty purdy-like,
and secondly, when she’s not lick-
ing ten times her weight in wildcats
and desperadoes, she’s a right dot-
ing momma. However, it isn’t until
director O’Connor begins inserting
his too often patchy flashbacks that
we get confirmation of what we
probably suspected on first blush. It
all has to do with her life back in
Missouri, before she traveled west
to New Mexico Territory by wagon
train under the protection of the
enterprisingly corrupt Colin
McCann, leader of the notorious
Bishop Boys. Ooh, no gray area
here. They’re ornery hombres.

In any case, for reasons that will
be explained in piecemeal snippets,
they’re now coming to finish off
Bill, and Jane is determined to pre-
vent that. But she’ll need help, which

leaves her no recourse but to illus-
trate the desperate veracity of ev-
erything being fair in love and war.
You see, Dan Frost, a Civil War
veteran played by Joel Edgerton, is
mighty handy with a six-gun, and it
just so happens that he and our title
heroine share a past, also to be elu-
cidated via retrospection. Never
mind that he’s contrary-like and a
full-fledged drunkard when Jane
comes a-beseeching.

Problem is, the slowly knit, horse
opera-meets-soap opera plot
evinces nothing so novel or aston-
ishing to warrant the slow as molas-
ses pace by which these divulgences
are made. Furthermore, while we
can understand the director’s deter-
mination to show us how dark and
dismal the interiors of yesteryear
were, we frankly just wish Thomas
Edison would hurry up and invent
the incandescent bulb. But that’s
about eight years in the future and,
pun shamelessly intended,
O’Connor is light years away from
providing an aura conducive to good
storytelling.

 Hence, whether for aesthetic,
metaphorical or historical purposes,
we’re left to stumble about in the
gauzy half-dark, our frustration in-
evitably compounded by muffled,
dialect-compromised discourse. We
pray for illumination, only to be
reminded ad nauseam that life be-
fore the grid, penicillin, the auto-
mobile and a sanitary system was a
dirty affair, the only consolation
being a life expectancy of about 40.
Still, that leaves just enough time to
mull the numerous ethical questions
attending Jane’s travail as an inde-
pendent woman and mommy in the
Old West.

 Unhampered by a script steeped
to a fault in mood and atmosphere,
Miss Portman, backed by good sup-
porting performances, smartly dem-
onstrates that she can indeed act her
way out of a burlap bag. She is in
one fell swoop the story’s Antigone,
Jean d’Arc and Annie Oakley, prov-
ing that, indeed, anything you can
do, she can do better. Yet, certainly
unhindered by her sculptured, por-
celain visage, albeit square-jawed
when necessary, she nonetheless
emanates an appealing, feminine
vulnerability.

 The actress valiantly manages all
this within the context of the saga,
judiciously opting to demur on the
side of thespic discretion when the
mostly drab and ostensibly deriva-
tive doings practically beg to be
upstaged. Anyway, it would have
been to no avail, as the stagecoach
carrying any hope for this movie to
do or say anything original
giddyapped out of Dodge long be-
fore Jane Got a Gun.

•••
 Jane Got a Gun, rated R, is a

Lionsgate release directed by Gavin
O’Connor and stars Natalie Portman,
Joel Edgerton and Noah Emmerich.
Running time: 97 minutes

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series and the Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission are pleased to an-
nounce a poetry contest in observance
of Arbor Day, 2016. The Carriage
House Poetry Contest is seeking po-
ems that contain a reference to a tree
or trees. Local poets are encouraged to
enter an original poem or two before
the deadline of Tuesday, March 1.

Contest entries for the Carriage
House Poetry Prize should consist of
no more than two poems – no more
than 40 lines each. Poems must be
previously unpublished. They can be
in any style or form, but they must
contain reference to a tree or trees.

The final judge of the entries will
be Laura Boss, the prize-winning au-
thor of seven poetry collections and
the founding publisher and editor of
Lips poetry magazine.

Entry to the contest is free of charge.
The winner will receive a prize of
$300 (three hundred dollars) and pub-
lication in Tiferet Journal (Autumn

2016). The winner and possible run-
ners up will be posted online at
www.carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com,
on Facebook, and via print media.

Each poem must be single-spaced
on a separate sheet of paper. Submit
two copies of each poem; one copy
with the poet’s name, address, phone
number, and e-mail address in the
upper right corner, and the second
copy without the poet’s name and
address. Poems will not be returned,
so keep a copy for your files. Please
do not include a self-addressed enve-
lope for notification.

The in-hand deadline for entries is
Tuesday, March 1. Winners will be
notified by e-mail in April before
Arbor Day.

Send entries by mail only to: Car-
riage House Poetry Prize, c/o
Fanwood Arts Council, Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

For more information, please visit
www.carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com

 Evening of Classical Music
To Benefit WHS Orchestra

Wharton Institute
Presents Salon Series

Dreamcatcher Presents
Dramatic Comedy Sister Play

  WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited for a fundraiser concert per-
formed by members of the Westfield
High School (WHS) Orchestras on
Saturday, February 27 at 7 p.m.

The concert will be held at The
First United Methodist Church at 1
East Broad St. in Westfield. The
evening will offer Classical music
and fund raised will support the
WHS Orchestrastudents.  Monies
raised from this concert will help
with the trip costs to Boston, Mass.
where they will be performing and

adjudicated.
Tickets may be purchased at the

door: $12 for Adults and $8 for Stu-
dents.  A reception will follow after
the concert. For further information
or questions,please contact Craig
Stanton at
cstanton@westfieldnjk12.org

 In case of inclement weather,
please check
www.fumcwestfield.org for concert
cancellation information. A decision
will be made and posted by 4 p.m.
the day of the concert.

SUMMIT – Enjoy an evening with
The Masterwork Chorus as they ex-
plore themes of nature in Forest and
Vale on Saturday, February 20 at 8
p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
31 Woodland Avenue, Summit. Mu-
sic Director Chris Shepard leads
the 100-voice chorus with noted
accompanist Carol Walker at the
piano.

In Blakesongs, Richard Charlton
sets five of William Blake’s much-
loved poems including “The Tyger”
and “To See the World in a Grain of
Sand.”  Both highlight the poet’s
fascination with experience and in-
dustrialization and their impact on
innocence. The lyrics for Ralph
Vaughan Williams’ cantata, In
Windsor Forest, come from Eliza-
bethan literature - Shakespeare’s
The Merry Wives of Windsor and
poems of Shakespeare’s contempo-

raries. Although this piece initially
appears to strike a mood of joy and
exuberance, at its conclusion it ad-
monishes the listener that “all the
world is a play.”  The final work on
the program, Frostiana by Randall
Thompson, celebrates the poetry of
Robert Frost.  From the simplicity
of “The Road not Taken,” to the
richness of the men’s voices in
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening, “ to the spiritual message
of “Choose Something like a Star,”
these lyrics and their Randall Th-
ompson settings will warm listen-
ers’  hearts.

Tickets, $25 general and $12 stu-
dents, can be purchased at
www.masterwork.org and are also
available at the door.  In honor of
the National Park Service’s Cen-
tennial, fourth graders are invited
to attend for free.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS—
Wharton Institute for the Performing
Arts (WIPA) continues its 2015-2016
community concerts season with a sa-
lon-style concert, A Romantic Evening
of Chopin, featuring pianist Luba
Vasilyeva on Thursday, February 11 at
7:30 p.m. at 60 Locust Avenue in Ber-
keley Heights. Tickets are $12 for
adults and $6 for students and seniors,
available at the door or by calling
(908) 790-0700.

Works to be performed in the all-
Chopin concert include three Mazur-
kas, the Nocturne in B Major, Op. 62,
No.1 and Nocturne in E Major, Op.62,
No.2, as well as Ballade in F Minor,
Op.52.

Pianist Luba Vasilyeva enrolled at
the age of six in the Scriabin Music
School in St. Petersburg, Russia and
continued her studies at the Mussorgsky
School where she received her Bach-
elor of Music degree with honors and
the St. Petersburg State Conservatory
where she received her Master of Mu-

sic degree. While in the Soviet Union
she performed as a soloist and chamber
musician at the Great Philharmonic Hall
in St. Petersburg Capella. In 1999, Ms.
Vasilyeva and her family immigrated to
the United States where she joined the
faculty and served as an accompanist at
Montclair State University. Ms.
Vasilyeva is an active concert pianist
and chamber musician and has appeared
in solo performance at the District of
Columbia Arts Center, Millburn Li-
brary, Hinman Hall, Montclair Women’s
Club, Watchung Arts Center, Montclair
Congregational Church, The Unitarian
Church in Summit, Steinway Hall, and
Wharton Institute for the Performing
Arts’ Community Concert Series. She
has taught piano at the Wharton Insti-
tute for the Performing Arts for over a
decade.

The Wharton Institute for the Per-
forming Arts’ mission is to provide the
highest quality performing arts educa-
tion to a wide range of students in a
supportive and inclusive environment.

SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre, professional theatre in
residence at Oakes Center in Summit, is
producing the New Jersey premiere of
John Kolvenbach’s dramatic comedy
Sister Play. This hilarious and heartfelt
story of the connection between two
sisters had its bi-coastal premiere in
California and Massachusetts in 2015.
Sister Play runs Thursday, February 18
to Sunday, March 6, with talkbacks
following the Sunday, February 21 and
28 matinees.

Anna will do anything to make her
sister Lilly happy, including destroying
all her relationships. When Lilly, Anna
and her husband Malcolm retreat to
their late father’s cabin in Cape Cod,
they expect to relax, unwind and take
stock. But when a charming but shad-
owy drifter enters the picture angling
for Lily’s heart, their pilgrimage takes a
surprising turn. During its recent roll-
ing world premiere in California and
Massachusetts, Stark Insider wrote, Sis-
ter Play is why live theater can be so
remarkable. You don’t soon forget a
play like this.”

The production is directed by Nicole
Callender (West Orange) and features
Dreamcatcher ensemble members
Clark Carmichael (Montclair), Laura

Ekstrand (Livingston), Jessica O’Hara-
Baker (New York City) and Jason
Szamreta (Rahway). Playwright John
Kolvenbach is an American playwright
who’s works have been performed all
over the world, including productions
in Rome, Sydney, Wellington, Seoul,
Melbourne, Tel Aviv, and in many the-
aters in the US.

Tickets range from $20 to $35, with
special rates for subscribers and groups.
Purchase tickets at
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or by call-
ing Brown Paper Tickets at (800) 838-
3006.

Performances are at Oakes Center,
located at 120 Morris Avenue in Sum-
mit. Parking is available in the lot be-
hind the theatre at 20 Ashwood Avenue
and at the Summit Recreation Center,
100 Morris Avenue. The facility is
wheelchair accessible. Assistive listen-
ing devices for the hearing impaired
and advance large print scripts are avail-
able for free by prior arrangement. To
purchase tickets or for information on
any of Dreamcatcher Repertory
Theatre's programs, visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or contact
Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre at
Oakes Center, 120 Morris Avenue, Sum-
mit, business phone (908) 514-9654.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Masterwork Chorus to
Present Forest and Vale

Lunatic Fringe Presents
Pre-Valentine’s Day Show

MONTCLAIR – Love and laughter
make the world go round so a Lunatic
Fringe show the day before Valentine’s
Day makes perfect sense.

New Jersey’s oldest continuously
performing improv comedy troupe con-
tinues its record-setting 19th season at
The Glen Ridge Train Station at 228
Ridgewood Avenue at the corner of
Bloomfield Avenue on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13 at 8 p.m.

Lunatic Fringe has been performing
comedy without a script and without a
net since 1997. The comedians com-
bine music, audience suggestions and
inspired lunacy to create a unique comic

experience.
“What better way to celebrate

Valentine’s Day?” says Deb Maclean,
director of Lunatic Fringe. “Laugh with
the one you love or break the ice by
laughing on a first date!”

Lunatic Fringe performers in the
February 13 show include: Maclean,
Paul Murphy, Sean Day, Harvey
Chipkin and David Groveman. Eric
Heilner improvises on the piano.

Tickets to the February 13 Lunatic
Fringe performance at Glen Ridge Train
Station are $12 at the door, but with a
reservation, admission is only $10. For
reservations, call (973) 429-1527.
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Cranford High School Announces
Cast of Fiddler on The Roof

Plainfield Garden Club Presents Lecture on
“Rescaping the Suburbs” by Brentano Bramnick

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School announced its production of
Fiddler on The Roof will be held
Friday and Saturday, March 11 and
12 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March
13 at 2 p.m.

Cranford High School is located
at 201 West End Place, Cranford.
Tickets are available online at
chs.booktix.com or at the door. All
seats are reserved seats for $15 or
$12.

Cast in the Cranford High School
production are Dylan Randazzo  as

Tevye, Kelsey Kilpatrick as Golde,
Natalie Pastrof as Tzeitel, Maggie
Manhardt as Hodel,  Lauren Costa
as Chava, Lili Rebelo as Shprintze,
Laura Salway as Bielke , Sarah
Parlapiano as Yente, Tyler
McMahon as Motel,  Garrett
Forrestal as Perchik, James Lynch
as Fyedka, Noah Wohlsen as Lazar
Wolf, Haley Baranowski as Frumma
Sarah, Cristina Marcotrigiano as
Grandma Tzeitel,  Simeon Granada
as The Rabbi, Max Kopla as Mendel,
Todd Sweeney as The Constable,

Niamh O’Donovan as Shaindel.
Members of the ensemble include
Charlie Bernstein, Eilidh Brady,
Jordan Burd, Tom Dineen, Sam
Finston, Sam Gordon, Mikayla
Herz, Juliana Marcotrigiano, Kelly
McMahon, Pria McNeil, Rose
Michetti, Bobby Morris, Jake
Randazzo, Faith Ricca, Brenden
Scalea and Katrina Wischusen

The Cranford High School cast
invites the public to come and enjoy
this heartwarming story of fathers
and daughters, husbands and wives,
and the timeless traditions that de-
fine faith and family. With the book
by Joseph Stein, music by Jerry
Bock and lyrics by Sheldon
Harnick,  the original Broadway
production of the show, which
opened in 1964, was the first musi-
cal in history to surpass 3,000 per-
formances. The show won the 1965
Tony Award for Best Musical in
addition to eight other Tony Awards
that year. Once again appearing now
on Broadway and now right in the
little village of Cranford, the show
features the Broadway classics “To
Life (L’Chaim!),” “If I Were A Rich
Man,” “Sunrise Sunset,” “Match-
maker, Matchmaker,” and “Tradi-
tion,” Fiddler on the Roof will in-
troduce a new generation to this
uplifting celebration that raises its
cup to joy! To love! To life!

IF THEY WERE RICH MEN...The cast of Fiddler on The Roof is busy rehearsing for the production at Cranford High
School. The production will be held the weekend of March 11.

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfeld Gar-
den Club invites the public to attend its
“Rescaping the Suburbs: Bring Native
Planting Back to the Garden.” lecture
by noted artist and environmentalist
Patricia Brentano Bramnick on Wednes-
day, February 17 from 10:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. at the Plainfeld Public Li-
brary, 800 Park Avenue, Plainfield.

Ms. Brentano Bramnick sees an op-
portunity as an artist to teach busy sub-
urbanites to stop and pay attention to
one thing that can make a better world.
She has said “The artist has the oppor-
tunity to teach and to inspire people to
think about their yards and to think

about what they are doing when they
tear down trees to build big houses.”

Her work has been featured at muse-
ums, galleries and arboretums across
the country. She was the 2011 Artist in
Residence at the Evansville Museum in
Indiana. Locally, she has had commis-
sions by Reeves Reed Arboretum in
Summit and The Raptor Trust in
Millington among many others. In 2015,
Ms. Brentano Bramnick received the
Richard Kane Conservation Award from
NJ Audubon for her work to transform
the suburbs into a migratory bird stop-
over.

This lecture is free and open to the

public. Established in 1915, The
Plainfeld Garden Club's purpose is to
promote the knowledge and appre-
ciation of horticulture and the conser-
vation of our natural resources; to
stimulate an interest in public
plantings in the Plainfeld area and to
help maintain them; to keep its mem-
bers and the public informed on gov-
ernmental matters which concern
natural resources.

For more information on The
Plainfeld Garden Club please visit
plainfeldgardenclub.org

For information on Ms. Brentano
Bramnick please visit patbrentano.com

159 Millburn Avenue  |  Millburn, New Jersey 07041  |  www.spectorfoerst.com  |  973.258.9200

Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

LAND USE ISSUES? 
We help you navigate  
complex zoning laws.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

ARE YOU CONSIDERING REPLACING YOUR

AIR CONDITIONING THIS SPRING?

D. Weltman Plumbing #6440 G. Nowicki Elec. #6808 HIC #13VH04948800 HVAC #1228

844-806-2791
WeltmanHomeServices.com

Good News! It’s FREE FURNACE
time at Weltman Home Services.

Due to the warm winter we are
overstocked with inventory.

We will GIVE you a FREE FURNACE
with the installation of a new

air conditioning system.

THIS OFFER WON’T LAST
CALL TODAY!

We are also offering 36 month
0% APR* financing on all
new system installations.

*36 Months with equal monthly payment, 0% APR financing through 3rd party provider.

Subject to credit approval.

AMERICAN IDIOTS...Green Day’s American Idiot is coming to the CDC
Theatre, 78 Winans Ave in Cranford. This vibrant and raw  musical follows the
exhilarating journey of a new generation of young Americans, led by friends
Johnny, Tunny and Will, as they struggle to find meaning in a post-9/11 world,
borne along by Green Day’s electrifying score with  music and lyrics by Billie Joe
Armstrong and book by Billie Joe Armstrong and Michael Mayer. The show will
run weekends from Friday, February 12 through Saturday, February 27. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for tickets or call (908) 276-7611.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, February 11, 2016

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman Olivia Foucher’s 3-
pointer late in the fourth quarter
set up an overtime clash be-
tween the Cranford High School
girls basketball team and the
visiting New Providence Pio-
neers, who hit all 10 of their free
throws and added a lay-up to
overcome the Cougars, 64-57,
on February 6. The key for the
Lady Cougars was how to handle
Pioneer junior standout Katie
Kinum, who finished with a

game-leading 33 points.
“She’s just a great player. She

can shoot from anywhere on the
court and she drives. We didn’t
really do a good job coming in to
cut off her drives. We struggled
when the other girls were cutting
to her. Hopefully when we see
her in the counties, we can stop
her,” Cougar senior Cerys
MacLelland said.

MacLelland, in her own right,
was the primary person that the
Pioneers needed to focus on.
MacLelland, who possesses

strong driving to the basket skills,
finished the game with 19 points
but her rebounding performance
was phenomenal. MacLelland
pulled five rebounds in the first
quarter alone and went on to
finish with 16.

MacLelland also looked to pass
off to her teammates, Cam
Wichelns, Bela Speer and Lind-
say Pace. Wichelns finished with
15 points, including three 3-
pointers, and four steals. Speer
had five points, six rebounds, a
tip and a blocked shot. Pace fin-
ished with eight points, two as-

sists and three rebounds.
“Every game I expect to get a

lot of rebounds. I know that’s
what my team wants from me. I
hope to get a double, double
[figures points and rebounds]
every game since that’s what my
team expects,” MacLelland said.
“I like feeding Camryn and Bela
the ball so they can get some
shots up and Lindsay to give her
opportunities to shoot threes.
We like to do fast breaks, so I am
throwing the ball long. I got a lot
of shots off today. I felt good.”

MacLelland’s driving to the bas-
ket skills emerged early as she
scored 10 of her points in the first
quarter to give the Cougars a 19-
13 lead. She also assisted
Wichelns with her first 3-pointer.
Kinum’s skills also blossomed as

she hit nine points, including a 3-
pointer and assisted teammate
Hannah Caminiti for a 2-pointer.
Caminiti would finish with 13
points, including a 3-pointer as-
sisted by Kinum at the buzzer to
end the second quarter.

“She’s a great passer. She’s
just a great overall player,”
MacLelland commented.

Pace got into the scoring act
with six of her points in the sec-
ond quarter. Wichelns hit her
second 3-pointer, MacLelland
rolled in a two and Julia Schork
sank a two but the Pioneers won
the quarter, 17-13, to tighten
the Cougars’ lead to 32-20 at
halftime.

The Cougars banged in three
threes to win the third quarter,

MacLELLAND SCORES 19 POINTS, 16 REBOUNDS; WICHELNS 15 POINTS; PACE 8 POINTS

Lady Pioneer Cagers Hit in OT to Overcome Cougars, 64-57

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos
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15-14, to carry a 47-44 lead into
the fourth. Wichelns hit her third
3-pointer and Katerina Polyviou
nailed a pair of threes, including
one just before the end of the
quarter to give her team the three-
point advantage. Lauren

Williamson (3 rebounds, 2 as-
sists, steal) also scored a 2-
pointer. Kinum scored eight points
in the quarter, which included a
smooth underneath the basket
move, a hook shot and four-for-
four from the free throw line.

The fourth quarter began with
a shocking 3-pointer delivered
by the hand of Kinum to knot the
score but the Cougars took a
five-point lead with scores from
Wichelns and MacLelland, respec-
tively. Kinum rolled in a lay-up
then she assisted Foucher with
her third 3-pointer to tie the
game with 2:00 remaining. The
Pioneers regained possession
with 1:12 on the clock and froze
the ball in order to get off the
final shot that missed, sending
the game into overtime.

Caminiti hit a pair of free throws
in the overtime but Speer an-
swered with a pair of free throws.
Kinum sank a hook shot to put
the Pioneers up by two. With
time winding down, Pace stole
the ball and fed Speer, who was
fouled. After sinking her first free
throw, she missed her second.
MacLelland got the rebound in a
scramble but the ball was
knocked away and the Pioneers
regained possession with a one-
point lead, prompting the need
to foul. Unfortunately for the
Cougars, the Pioneers hit all eight

of their free throws in that time
span.

“They kept hitting the ball away.
We struggled a little bit. We have
to work on our defense for the
next game. They are all very
good. They are well coached.

They know how to move the ball
around. They know how to set
Katie up with some good shots.
They are a good team,”
MacLelland said.
New Prov 13 17 14  8 12 64
Cranford 19 13 15  5   5 57
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SPF Raider Matmen Stop Blue Devils, 37-25, in Annual ‘Pin Cancer’ Showdown

More on next page
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Westfield Lady Blue Devils Reject A.L. Johnson Crusaders, 52-34, in Basketball
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Garwood Councilman’s Health
Insurance Benefits Sparks Row

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Councilman Joe
Sarno’s proposal to revoke health
insurance benefits for Council
President Lou Petruzzelli sparked
sharp words on both sides at
Monday’s council meeting but was
introduced before the full council
despite being voted down at the
committee level.

More than once Mayor Charles
Lombardo banged his gavel to
restore order, at one point mak-
ing a sharp rap during an ex-
change between Councilman Jim
Mathieu and Mr. Petruzzelli, say-
ing the issue was “getting per-
sonal.”

Several residents supporting
the ordinance to deny health in-
surance benefits to part-time em-
ployees – including elected offi-
cials – and those opposed took
turns expressing their opinion
during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, at times
addressing each other instead of
council members.

At issue is the state law that
discontinued health insurance
benefits in 2010 for part-time
New Jersey municipal employ-
ees enrolled in the government
system as part of a series of
reforms pushed by Gov. Chris
Christie.

Elected officials who had been
receiving the benefits were ex-
empted, grandfathered if they
were elected and had the perk
prior to May 21, 2010.

In Garwood, Mr. Petruzzelli, who
owns an electrical contracting
business and was elected in No-
vember 2008, is the only council
member still receiving the ben-
efits.

Mr. Sarno, an accountant, was
elected in November along with
fellow Republican Ileen Cuccaro,

vowing to reduce spending and
pledging to reduce his compen-
sation for being a councilman
from $1,500 to $1.

His proposal to virtually elimi-
nate compensation for council
was defeated at the January 26
meeting, when he also pushed
the health insurance idea, saying
that several other New Jersey
towns had already adopted it.

On Monday, Laws and Licenses
Committee Chairman Mike Mar-
tin reported that the matter was
rejected 2-to-1 in committee,
with he and Councilwoman Sara
Todisco against it and Mr. Sarno
favoring.

Mr. Martin explained that Bor-
ough Attorney Bob Renaud had
advised the committee that his
reading of the statute obligated
the borough to continue offering
Mr. Petruzzelli the benefits. Dur-
ing the meeting, Mr. Renaud re-
fused to say it would be “unlaw-
ful” to pass Mr. Sarno’s ordi-
nance, declaring at different
times the statute was both vague
and clear.

Opponents seized on Mr.
Renaud’s opinion, with Mr. Mar-
tin saying he checked with the
borough’s insurance agent, who
told him that if the borough
adopted an unlawful ordinance
against the advice of counsel
that the municipality’s liability
insurance would be null and void.

Ms. Todisco offered a compro-
mise that if the borough changed
from the state-provided health
insurance fund to a private in-
surer, the benefit would be elimi-
nated. That was rejected 3-to-2,
with Mr. Petruzzelli abstaining.

Mr. Sarno then introduced his
resolution from the dais, arguing
that Mr. Petruzzelli’s benefits
have gone from just under
$16,000 for his family in 2009,

his first year on council, to more
than $32,000 for this year, and
cumulatively has cost the bor-
ough $168,812.

He identified seven New Jersey
municipalities that have elimi-
nated the benefits over the past
five years and argued Garwood
should do the same.

Mr. Petruzzelli stayed largely
silent during much of the conver-
sation, but said “no” when asked
directly by Mr. Sarno if he would
voluntarily give up his benefits.

The only time Mr. Petruzzelli
spoke at any length was during
an exchange with Mr. Mathieu,
who asked if the ordinance was
adopted, would he sue the bor-
ough.

“I don’t know what I would do,
Jim,” he said.

Mr. Mathieu continued by men-
tioning that full-time borough
employees contribute 14 percent
of their salary toward their health
insurance premiums and asked
Mr. Petruzzelli how much he
made.

Clearly irritated, Mr. Petruzzelli
quoted his councilman’s stipend
of $1,500, which drew a sarcas-
tic retort from Mr. Mathieu: “You
know what I meant.” That was
quickly followed by the whack of
Mr. Lombardo’s gavel.

Delegation Goes to D.C. to
Advocate for Flood Mitigation

By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Mayor Andis
Kalnins, Deputy Mayor Mary
O’Connor and Township Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. headed
to Washington this week to lobby
for flood mitigation funding, a
trip rescheduled after the first
attempt was wiped out by
January’s blizzard.

Mayor Kalnins said at Tuesday’s
township committee meeting the
objective of the excursion was to
keep the spotlight on the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ work
involving studying the Rahway
River Watershed and its propos-
als to reduce the flood risk along
the 82 miles of the Rahway River
and its tributaries.

The Rahway River Mayors Coun-
cil, on which Mayor Kalnins rep-
resents Cranford, is pursuing what
has become called “option nine.”
The proposal would enable water
in the Orange Reservoir to be
released a few days ahead of an

oncoming storm, thereby allow-
ing greater retention in the ba-
sin.

The project also would involve
increasing the capacity of the
Lenape Retention Basin in
Kenilworth. It is hoped that those
and other modifications would
enable water to be channeled
more effectively.

In the effort to keep attention
on this project, the delegation
will be meeting with New Jersey’s
Democratic Senators Cory Booker
and Bob Menendez as well as
Reps. Leonard Lance (R-NJ7),
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ11)
and Donald Payne, Jr. (D-NJ10).

Mayor Kalnins reported that
these individuals are some of the
key players from the New Jersey
delegation, and that they have
all been supportive of the project
thus far.

In his closing remarks at Tues-
day night’s committee meeting,
the mayor said that while the

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
CIVIC-MINDED FAMILY...Newly sworn in Cranford school board member
Kristen Mallon, second from left, poses for a picture with family. Her husband,
John Mallon, far left, was sworn in as a member of the township committee two
weeks ago.
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Review Continues on CF
2016 Municipal Budget
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Budget presen-
tations continued Monday at the
township committee workshop
meeting.

“Everyone came in pretty flat
year over year. It’s these little
asks — we have decide if we are
going to fund them or not,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

The police department  asked
for a $2 per hour raise for the
school crossing guards and the
summer guard part-timers, say-
ing they have not had a raise
since 2008, bringing it to about
$16 and $13 per hour, respec-
tively. The police also asked to
consider making the current two
part-time parking enforcement
officer positions full-time. It
would ensure the parking in the
township is fully enforced, and
also aid in revenue. Commis-
sioners Tom Hannen, Jr. and
Patrick Giblin both said the flip
side to that is ticketing may have
a negative impact on shoppers in
the downtown.

The Construction Code office
requested to purchase a pickup
truck with a plow. “We are in dire
need of vehicles,” Construction
Official/Building Subcode Official

Richard Belluscio said. The truck
would be used by the inspector
and also to plow snow. The cost
is about the same as the Ford
Focus the department has bought
in the past but would have more
usefulness, he said.

The Office of Planning and Zon-
ing budgets remaining flat, Zon-
ing Officer Bob Hudak said. The
revenue has jumped to $71,000
in revenue versus $39,000 last
year, in large part due to applica-
tions received, Mr. Hudak said.

The zoning board’s attorney,
David Weeks, filed an appeal last
year, Mr. Hudak said, after the
State of New Jersey said Mr.
Weeks is a municipal employee.
“We still don’t know the status of
his employment — if he is a
municipal employee or contract,”
Mr. Hudak said.

The finance department and
the municipal courts also pre-
sented their budgets.

Phase 2B of the township’s
Northeast Quadrant Stormwater
Management Project is to begin
construction this year and be
completed by the end of the year,
Township Engineer Carl O’Brien
said. This part of the project
included the installation of col-

Residents Jennifer Blumenstock
and Paul Nieves called Mr. Sarno’s
and Mr. Mathieu’s efforts “grand-
standing” before former council-
man Bill Nierstedt got up to wave
what he said was a $50 check for
another resident, Bruce Pater-
son, who for five years has pushed
the issue of reducing or eliminat-
ing the health benefits.

Mr. Nierstedt said the $50 was
to cover Mr. Paterson’s tax pay-
ment for his share of Mr.
Petruzzelli’s health insurance.

Mr. Nierstedt invoked
Garwood’s motto, “Little Town,
Big Heart,” to chastise those who
advocated revoking the benefits,
referring to Mr. Petruzzelli’s spe-
cial-needs son.

Mr. Paterson questioned what
Mr. Petruzzelli did for insurance
before he became a councilman,
suggesting he ran for election to
get the benefits. Rich McCormack,
who owns a contracting business
like Mr. Petruzzelli, said he un-
derstood the councilman’s plight,
but paid his own insurance as an
independent businessman.

In the end, Mr. Sarno’s motion
to introduce the elimination of
benefits passed 4-to-1, with only
Ms. Todisco opposing. Mr. Sarno
and Mr. Mathieu voted with Ms.
Cuccaro to approve, as did Mr.
Martin, who explained that if he
determines that the measure was
unlawful, he would vote against
it at the Tuesday, February 23
meeting.

In other issues, Borough Engi-
neer Don Guarriello announced
that New Jersey American Water
would replace the main on Wil-
low Avenue from Center Street
to the Cranford border on Thurs-
day. The water company was to
replace a six-inch main – and a
two-inch line near the border –
with an eight-inch pipe as well as
access lines to individual homes.

The council also discussed sub-
mitting an application for a county
infrastructure matching grant,
deciding to request funds for re-
paving Center Street as well as
to fund records management
projects. Mr. Guarriello said Cen-
ter Street has not been repaved
in 35 years and was starting to
show its age.

Other issues included snow re-
moval during January’s blizzard,
with some residents apparently

approaching some council mem-
bers to ask why roads were not
plowed curb to curb.

Mr. Petruzzelli, the Streets and
Roads Committee chairman, ex-
plained that the 27 inches of
snow presented rare issues of
where to put it and the fact that
Fire Chief Len Spina declared the
roads passable for his
department’s vehicles and there-
fore further removal was unnec-
essary.

Jonathan R. Parker for The Westfield Leader
NEW TO THE SCHOOL BOARD...Patrick A. Lynch, right, poses with his
family after being sworn in to the Cranford Board of Education on Monday.

township is doing its part to keep
the pressure up, he urged citi-
zens to do theirs by sending e-
mails and letters to elected offi-
cials.

There is a template letter avail-
able at cranford.com/documents/
3810/. Residents can easily
modify the information on the
template and submit letters to
the addresses provided on the
document.

Earlier at Tuesday’s meeting,
the mayor officially acknowledged
the efforts of the Cranford Green
Team to get the township recer-
tified by the environmental non-
profit group Sustainable Jersey.

Nelson Dittmar, chairman and
member of the Green Team since
its inception in 2010, was in at-
tendance to receive the support
of the township committee.

The Green Team has been cer-

tified twice previously, in 2010
and 2013, and is preparing to file
for recertification this year for
another three years.

More information on the Green
Team can be found at
mygreencranford.org.

Following the Green Team proc-
lamation, Mayor Kalnins read a
proclamation honoring the
memory and environmental ad-
vocacy contributions of Dr. Paul
Lioy.

Dr. Lioy was a resident of Cran-
ford for 35 years who had contrib-
uted his expertise on environ-
mental pollutants and toxins to a
number of projects over the years.

He was professor of environ-
mental and occupational health
at the Rutgers School of Public
Health and formerly served as a
member of the Cranford Envi-
ronmental Commission.

Probitas Verus Honos

CF Delegation Goes to D.C.

Garwood Councilman’s Benefits Sparks Row
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By JONATHAN R. PARKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Board of Education is consider-
ing transitioning the Cranford
High School schedule from its
current eight-period day of 43
minutes each with a 25-minute
block for lunch to a rotational
schedule with six 57-minute pe-
riods and a 55-minute shared
lunch period. The existing daily
schedule repeats throughout the
week, whereas the proposed
schedule would rotate, giving
each day a different flow.

According to the proposed
change, students would enroll in
eight courses but only attend six
each day.

Cranford High School Principal
Kate McCabe explained the ra-
tionale behind the changes to
the board at its meeting on Mon-
day night.

Ms. McCabe said there are two
basic goals in mind. The first is
instructional. She claimed that
the change would improve in-
struction by eliminating time
wasted by packing up and mov-
ing and tending to procedural
matters such as taking atten-
dance, thereby allowing more
time to be dedicated to providing
quality instruction.

The longer periods would also
enable teachers to go deeper
into more complex lessons, ac-
cording to Ms. McCabe.

The second benefit of the
change is adding variation to the
daily routine of the students.

Speaking of how students would
experience the rotating routine,
Ms. McCabe said, “Since their
classes rotate, some days are
tougher, some days are easier.
They see their classes at differ-
ent times. So they don’t always
have History period 1, some-
times they’ll have it just before
lunch.”

A further benefit of the change
is that students would not have

to prepare for all eight classes
every night. They can space out
their assignments, which should
help cultivate better time man-
agement skills, according to Ms.
McCabe.

Several area schools have al-
ready been using this method of
scheduling for many years with
positive results. Livingston,
Chatham, and Governor
Livingston were among the list of
18 schools Ms. McCabe called
attention to in her PowerPoint
presentation as already imple-
menting rotating scheduling.

Cranford district employees
performed site visits to some of
these schools to learn more about
their experiences. Ms. McCabe
said that the feedback from these
schools was overwhelmingly
positive.

One of the greatest challenges
of the new schedule is that it calls
for the entire student body to eat
lunch at the same time in the one
55-minute time block, instead of
three consecutive 25-minute in-
tervals.

There is not enough space in
the cafeteria to host all of the
students, so students would have
to utilize other rooms and school
spaces to eat their lunches.

Ms. McCabe said that while cer-
tain areas of the school may be
restricted, students would be al-
lowed freedom and flexibility to
choose where they would like to
eat their lunch.

Sargent Nazarro of the Cranford
Police Department, who was in
attendance at the meeting,
voiced the police department’s
concerns about the plan. Specifi-
cally, the police are concerned
about having so many students
together in one space for the
lunch hour. Also, the proposal
currently allows for an open lunch
that would permit seniors in good
standing to leave the school and
return. Sargent Nazarro ex-
pressed concern about the safety
of the students as they traveled

CF Budget Review Continues
lector storm sewers underground
along Riverside Drive to convey
stormwater runoff to the pump
station. It would take about six
months to complete, he said. It
would also include some sanitary
sewers upgrades and then the
whole street would be paved.
The Township of Cranford re-
tained Hatch Mott MacDonald to
develop a comprehensive plan
for the project.

The property owner of 2
Venetia Avenue rejected the bids
that came in for the elevation of
the home, under the elevation
funding the township received
from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
Hazard Mitigation Grant. The
grant while aiding in the finan-
cial outlay of the elevation does
not fully pay the costs. Cranford
received in 2012, $3,132,000 in
funds, according to the State of
New Jersey website. The pro-
gram has seen some
homeowners back out of eleva-
tions after realizing the costs to
do so. Also, a homeowner who
had decided to go forward came
before the committee last year
with complaints that contrac-
tors are taking much longer to
complete the work.

The entire project, which had
earmarked 18 homes to be
raised, is about to be completed,

Attorney Diane Dabulas said.
The township engineer said the

Garwood Planning Board’s engi-
neer would relay the new plans
for the townhouse development
at 484 Fourth Avenue in Garwood,
known as the Hidi property, once
they are submitted by the devel-
oper.

The potential flooding impacts
on Cranford’s Brookside deten-
tion basin and Gallows Hill Brook
have been brought to the atten-
tion of the committee by resi-
dent Barbara Krause. Mrs. Krause
informed the committee that on
January 19 a judge reconfirmed
the state court’s denial of the
planning board’s approval of the
development, which was planned
for an area that has wetlands on
one-third of the property and is
situated near the 100-year FEMA
flood zone in Cranford, Mrs.
Krause said.

between school and either their
homes or downtown locations.

The open lunch option is still up
in the air. Ms. McCabe stated
that she planned to poll parents
on the desirability of this option
if the board gives the go ahead to
move forward with the schedule
change.

No final decisions were made at
Monday night’s meeting. Interim
Superintendent Marilyn
Birnbaum said the board needs
to decide on this matter and
begin to move forward, how-
ever, she encouraged the board
to give the matter more thought,
suggesting that a vote would
come at the board’s next meet-
ing on Monday, February 22.

In other business, two new
members were sworn onto the
board. Patrick Lynch and Kristen
Mallon were voted on by the
board to fill the seats vacated by
Jo Ann Boyle and Jill Brown. Ms.
Brown and Ms. Boyle had each
served on the board for approxi-
mately 10 years.

Mr. Lynch and Ms. Mallon will
serve out the remainder of the
2016 portions of Ms. Brown and
Ms. Boyle’s terms. The seats will
be up for election in November.

CF Schools Consider Block Scheduling

Letter to
the Editor

The Waste of County
Government

I just finished an article (Letter
to the Editor) from Ileen
Bocchino-Cuccaro regarding the
Union County board of chosen
free spenders. It is heart warm-
ing to find someone who recog-
nizes the waste and the futility of
this part of our government, let
alone another politician — spend
spend spend — the heck with the
people.

We are not a cash cow. Stop
using our money on useless
things. Take care of the roads,
the seniors and last but not least
the people who supply the funds
instead of a bunch of cronies who
supply election money.

Michael love
Garwood

NEW PALTZ, N.Y. – The State
University of New York at New
Paltz has released the Dean's
List for outstanding academic
achievement during the fall se-
mester of the 2015-16 academic
year.

The college congratulates Emily
Breen, a resident of Garwood, for
being named to the fall 2015
Dean's List.

Dean's List designation is re-
served for students who excel
academically and earn at least a
3.3 grade-point average in a se-
mester with a full-time course
load.

Library Trustees
Set Meeting Dates

CRANFORD — The board of
trustees of the Cranford Public
Library has announced its meet-
ing dates for 2016. They are as
follows: February 24, March 23,
April 27, May 25, June 22, Sep-
tember 28, October 26, Novem-
ber 16 and December 28. Sum-
mer meetings will be announced.

Meetings are held at 7 p.m. at
the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Clark Street,
Cranford.

GW’s Breen Makes
SUNY Dean’s List
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KUTZTOWN, Penn. – Kenneth
Hawkinson, president of
Kutztown University, today pre-
sented the first ever Presidents
Citation. The award was given to
Ryan Baron, a biology/pre-med
major from Garwood. Mr. Baron
recently completed his sopho-
more year as an offensive line-
man for the Golden Bear football
team.

Mr. Baron received the Presi-
dents Citation for his heroic ac-
tions on August 24, the first day
of fall classes at Kutztown Uni-
versity.

Upon exiting the west side of
Boehm Science Center that af-
ternoon, Mr. Baron noticed a fe-
male student in medical distress
on the landing. Having worked

as an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) during the summer,
he took immediate action, ad-
ministering emergency medical
care until University Police and
the local EMS team arrived. In
addition, due to his knowledge
as an EMT, Mr. Baron made rec-
ommendations to the university
administration to enhance re-
sources for similar incidents in
the future.

The President’s Citation was
established last fall and is pre-
sented at the discretion of the
Kutztown University president.
The recipient must be a current
student who has performed an
exceptional act of service that
directly benefits the well-being
of others.

Cranford High School Announces
Cast of Fiddler on The Roof

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School announced its production
of Fiddler on The Roof will be held
Friday and Saturday, March 11
and 12 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
March 13 at 2 p.m.

Cranford High School is located
at 201 West End Place, Cranford.
Tickets are available online at
chs.booktix.com or at the door.
All seats are reserved seats for
$15 or $12.

Cast in the Cranford High School
production are Dylan Randazzo
as Tevye, Kelsey Kilpatrick as
Golde, Natalie Pastrof as Tzeitel,
Maggie Manhardt as Hodel,
Lauren Costa as Chava, Lili Rebelo
as Shprintze, Laura Salway as
Bielke , Sarah Parlapiano as
Yente, Tyler McMahon as Motel,

Garrett Forrestal as Perchik,
James Lynch as Fyedka, Noah
Wohlsen as Lazar Wolf, Haley
Baranowski as Frumma Sarah,
Cristina Marcotrigiano as
Grandma Tzeitel,  Simeon
Granada as The Rabbi, Max Kopla
as Mendel, Todd Sweeney as The
Constable, Niamh O’Donovan as
Shaindel.  Members of the en-
semble include Charlie Bernstein,
Eilidh Brady, Jordan Burd, Tom
Dineen, Sam Finston, Sam Gor-
don, Mikayla Herz, Juliana
Marcotrigiano, Kelly McMahon,
Pria McNeil, Rose Michetti, Bobby
Morris, Jake Randazzo, Faith
Ricca, Brenden Scalea and
Katrina Wischusen

The Cranford High School cast
invites the public to come and
enjoy this heartwarming story of
fathers and daughters, husbands

and wives, and the timeless tradi-
tions that define faith and family.
With the book by Joseph Stein,
music by Jerry Bock and lyrics
by Sheldon Harnick,  the original
Broadway production of the show,
which opened in 1964, was the
first musical in history to surpass
3,000 performances. The show
won the 1965 Tony Award for Best
Musical in addition to eight other
Tony Awards that year. Once again
appearing now on Broadway and
now right in the little village of
Cranford, the show features the
Broadway classics “To Life
(L’Chaim!),” “If I Were A Rich
Man,” “Sunrise Sunset,” “Match-
maker, Matchmaker,” and “Tradi-
tion,” Fiddler on the Roof will in-
troduce a new generation to this
uplifting celebration that raises its
cup to joy! To love! To life!

AMERICAN IDIOTS...Green Day’s American Idiot is coming to the CDC
Theatre, 78 Winans Ave in Cranford. This vibrant and raw  musical follows the
exhilarating journey of a new generation of young Americans, led by friends
Johnny, Tunny and Will, as they struggle to find meaning in a post-9/11 world,
borne along by Green Day’s electrifying score with  music and lyrics by Billie Joe
Armstrong and book by Billie Joe Armstrong and Michael Mayer. The show will
run weekends from Friday, February 12 through Saturday, February 27. Visit
www.cdctheatre.org for tickets or call (908) 276-7611.

Concert to Feature
‘Negro Spirituals’

CRANFORD — To celebrate
Black History Month, the Cranford
Historical Society and the
Cranford Public Library invite the
community to a “Concert of Ne-
gro Spirituals,” sung by tenor
David S. Gooding with piano ac-
companist Kim Baker of Roselle.

The concert will begin at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 17. It
will take place at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Mr. Gooding was born in Barba-
dos and is a graduate of England’s
Royal College of Music in London.
He is the organist at St.
Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church in
Elizabeth and has performed at
many venues both in the United
States and abroad, including
Westminster Abbey.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome. The
Cranford Historical Society and
the Cranford Public Library are
sponsoring this event.

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) will host
its fourth annual Tricky Tray event
on Friday, February 19, from 7 to
10 p.m. It will take place in
Sherlock Hall at TEDS, located at
205 North Avenue East, Cranford.
Tickets are $25 per person.

“Proceeds from the evening will
go for new classroom equip-
ment,” said Nancy Ditzel, TEDS
director. “We invite all adults to
join us for a fun evening for a
great cause.”

Attendees need to bring their
own food and wine. Tickets may
be purchased in advance or at
the door.

“Our goal is to give each child a
solid foundation for lifelong suc-
cess,” said Ms. Ditzel. “TEDS
serves children from 2½ through
Kindergarten. Flexible schedule

options include half days, two
days per week and five days per
week, along with early drop-off,
from 7 a.m., and late pickup,
until 6 p.m. It also offers a Kin-
dergarten Wrap-Around program
and full-day kindergarten.”

The Kindergarten Wrap-Around
program provides a full-day of
kindergarten, half day in TEDS
and a half day in public school,
designed to ease a child’s transi-
tion into first grade in public
school. TEDS also has an active
Aftercare Program for children,
from Kindergarten through grade
5, from the Cranford Public
Schools.

For more information about
TEDS or the Tricky Tray, call
(908) 276-2881, e-mail
teds205@gmail.com or visit
tedscranford.org.

Trinity Day School
To Hold Tricky Tray EventBaron Given Presidential

Citation at Kutztown Univ.
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